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PREFACE. 

THE  following  Hiftory  it  given  in  a  Series  of  Letters,  written  |Min-< 
dpally  in  a  dooble  yet  feparace  correipondence; 
Between  two  yoong  ladies  of  virtue  and  honour,  bearing  an  inviolable 
friendlhip  far  each  other,  and  writing  not  merely  for  amufement,  bnt 
npon  the  moft  inure/i^g  fubjeds;  in  which  every  private  family,  more 
orlefs,  may  find  itielf  concerned :   And, 

Between  two  gentlemen  of  free  lives;  one  of  them  glorying  in  hit 
talents  for  ftratagem  and  invention,  and  communicating  to  the  other,  in 
coaideiice,  all  ue  iecrec  pnrpofet  of  an  intrigning  head  and  refcflute 
heart. 

Bot  here  it  will  be  proper  to  obierve,  lor  the  fake  of  fuch  as  may  ap« 
pechend  hurt  to  the  morals  of  youth,  from  the  more  freely-written  let- 
ters, that  the  pentlemen,  ihongh  profefled  libertines  as  to  the  female  fex, 
and  making  it  one  of  their  wickoi  maxims  to  keep  no  faith  with  any  of 
the  individuals  of  it  who  are  thrown  into  their  power,  are  not,  however, 
cither  infidels  or  fcofifers;  nor  yet  fuch  as  think  themfelves  freed  from 
the  oblervance  of  thoie  other  moral  duties  which  bind  man  to  man« 

On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  foand,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  work,  that 
Uwy  very  often  make  foch  refle^ons  upon  each  other,  and  each  upon 
himfelf  and  his  own  anions,  as  reafbnable  beings  muft  make,  who  dif- 
believe  not  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  ponifhments,  and  who  one  day 
propofe  to  reform->-One  of  them  a£lually  reforming,  and  by  that  means 
giving  an  opportunity  to  cenfure  the  freedoms  which  fjill  from  the  gayer 
pen  and  lighter  heart  of  the  other. 

And  yet  that  other,  althoueh  in  unboibming  himfelf  to  a  feleft  friend, 
he  difcover  wicked nefs  enough  to  entitle  him  to  general  detefUtion,  pre- 
ierves  a  decency,  as  well  in  his  images  as  in  his  language,  which  is  not 
always  to  be  found  in  the  works  of  fome  of  the  moft  celebrated  modern 
writers,  whoie  fubjeds  and  charaders  have  left  warranted  the  liberties 
they  have  taken. 

In  the  letters,  of  the  two  young  ladies,  it  is  prefumed,  will  be  found 
not  only  the  higheft  exerciie  of  a  reafonable  and  fraSicahU  friendship, 
between  minds  endowed  with  the  nobleft  principles  ^  virtue  and  reli- 
gion, but,  occalionally  interfperfed,  fuch  delicacy  of  fentiments,  par- 
ticalarly  with  regard  to  the  other  fex;  fuch  inilances  of  impartiality, 
each  freely,  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  their  friend  (hip,  blaming, 
praifing,  and  fetting  rights  the  other,  as  areftrongly  to  be  recommended 
to  the  obiervation  of  the  joumger  part  (more  efpedally)  of  female 
readers. 

-  The  principal  of  thefe  two  young  ladies  is  propofed  as  an  exemplar 
to  her  iex:  nor  is  it^any  objedion  to  her  being  fo,  thatihe  is  not  in  all 
refpefts  a  perfed  charader.  It  was  not  only  natural,  but  it  was  ne- 
ceflai^r,  that  ihe  ihould  have  fome  faults,  were  it  only  to  (hew  the 
reader  how  laudably  (he  could  miftruft  and  blame  herfelt,  and  carry  to 
ber  own  heart,  divefted  of  felf- partiality,  the  cenfure  which  arofc  from 
her  own  convidions,  and  that  even  to  the  acquittal  of  thofe,  becanfe 
revered  charaders,  whom  no  one  elfe  would  acquit,  and  to  whofe  much 
greater  fanlu  her  errors  were  owing,  and  not  to  a  weak  or  reproachabk 
heart.  As  far  as  it  conliftent  with  human  frailty,  and  as  far  as  ih« 
could  be  perfedy  confidcring  the  people  fhc  had  to  deal  with,  and  thofe 

with 
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with  whom  (he  was  infeparably  conne£led»  (he  //  perfcdl.  To  have  beeit 
impeccable,  mail  have  left  nothing  for  the  Divine  Grace  and  a  purified 
fiate  CO  do,  and  carried  our  idea  of  Her  from  woman  to  angel.  As  fuch 
is  ihe  often  efleemed  by  the  man  whofe  heart  was  fo  corrupt,  that  he 
cotild  hardly  believe  human  natore  capable  of  the  purity  which,  ou  ever/ 
trial  or  temptation,  (hone  out  in  hen. 

fiefides  the  four  principal  perfons,  feveral  others  are  introduced,  whofe 
letters  are  charafleriftick:  and  it  is  prefumed  that  there  will  be  found  m 
ibme  of  them,  but  more  efpecially  in  thofeof  the  chief  character  among 
the  men,  and  the  fecond  character  among  the  women,  fuch  ftrokes  of 
g^ety,  fancy,  and  humour,  as  will  entertain  and  divert;  and  at  the  fame 
time  both  warn  and  inflru6t« 

All  the  letters  are  written  while  the  hearts  of  the  writers  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  wholly  engaged  in  their  fubjeds,  (the  events  at  tlie  time 
generally  dubious;)  fo  that  they  afaoniKl  not  only  with  critical  fituations, 
xDut  with  what  may  be  called  infiantaneoui  defcriptions  and  reflections, 
(proper  to  be  brought  home  to  the  bread  of  the  youthful  reader;)  as  alio 
with  affeAing  converfations;  many  of  them  written  in  the  dialogue  or 
dramatick  way. 

*  Much  more  lively  and  aiFediing,*  fays  one  of  the  principal  charafters, 
(Vol.  VII.)  *  muft  be  the  ftile  of  thofe  who  write  in  the  height  of  a 

*  pre/ent  dillrefs,  the  mind  tortured  by  the  pangs  of  uncertainty,  (the 

*  events  then  hidden  in  the  womb  of  fate;)  than  the  dry,  narrative,  un- 

*  animated  ftiie  of  a  perfon  relating  difficulties  and  dangers  furmounted, 
^  can  be;  the  relater  perfedlly  at  cafe;  and  if  himfelf  unmoved  by  his 
«  own  ftory,  not  likely  greatly  to  affedl  the  reader.' 

What  will  be  found  to  be  more  particularly  aimed  at  in  the  following 
work,  is-— To  warn  the  inconiiderate  and  thoughtlefs  of  the  one  fex 
againft  the  bafe  arts  and  defigns  of  fpecious  contrivers  of  the  other— 
To  caution  parents  again ll  the  undue  exercife  of  their  natural  author 
rity  over  their  children  in  the  great  article  of  marriage — ^To  warn  chil- 
dren againft  prefernng  a  man  of  pleafure  to  a  man  of  probity,  iipon  that 
dangerous  bat  too  commonly  received  notion,  that  a  reformed  rake  makct 
the  beft  hujband — But,  above  all,  to  inveftlgate  the  higheft  and  moft  im- 
portant dodrines  not  only  of  morality,  but  of  chriftianity,  by  (hewing 
them  thrown  into  aAion  in  the  condud  of  the  <warthy  characters;  while 
the  ttwwortbyf  who  fet  thofe  doCirines  at  defiance,  are  condign ly,  and,  as 
inay^e  faid,  confequentially,  punifhed. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  confiderate  readers  will  not  enter  upon  the 
peruiklof  the  piece  before  them,  as  if  it  were  deiigned  only  to  divert  and 
amufe.  It  will  probably  be  thought  tedious  to  all  fuch  as  dip  into  it^ 
expelling  a  light  N&vel,  or  tranfitory  Romance;  and  look  upon  ftory  in  it 
(interefting  as  that  is  generally  allowed  to  be)  as  iVs/ole  end,  rather  than 
as  a  vehicle  to  the  ioftruClion. 

Different  perfons,  as  might  be  expelled,  have  been  of  different  opt- 
nions,  in  relation  to  iht  condu^  of  the  heroine  in  particular  fttuations; 
and  feveral  worthy  perfons  have  objefted  to  the  general  cataftrophe,  and 
other  parts  of  the  hiftory.  Whatever  is  thought  material  of  thefe  fhall 
be  taken  notice  of,  by  way  of  Postscript,  at  the  conclufionof  the 
Hiftory;  for  this  work  being  addreifed  to  the  publick  as  a  Hiftory  of 
Li/e  and  Manners,  thofe  parts  of  it  which  are  propofed  to  carry  with 
them  the  force  of  an  example,  ought  to  be  as  unobjeAionable  as  is  con- 
Jifteat  with  the  4*1^^:11  o/thgwhoU,  aad  with  huvan  ttatttre. 

SONNET. 


SONNET. 

TO     THE    AUTHOR    OF    CLARISSA- 


O  Mailer  of  the  heart!  whofe  magick  fkril 
The  d^fc  receffcs  of  the  foul  can  fin  J , 
Can  rouze,  becalm,  and  terrifv  th?  Tnind» 
Now  melt  wich  pity ^  now  with  anguifh  thrill; 

Thy  moral  page  while  virtaous  precepts  fill. 
Warm  from  the  heart,  to  mend  the  age  defignM, 
Wit,  ftrength,  truth,  decency,  are  all  conibin'd 

To  lead  our  youth  to  good,  and  guard  from  ilU 

O  long  CDjoy  what  thou  fo  well  haft  won. 
The  grateful  tribute  of  each  honeft  heart. 
Sincere,  nor  hackney M  in  the  ways  of  men; 
At  each  diftrefsful  ftroke  their  true  tears  run; 
And  Nature,  unfophiiHcate  by  art. 
Owns  and  applauds  the  labours  of  thy  pen. 


NAMES 


NAMES    OF    THE   PRINCIPAL   PERSONS. 


}Ai{s   Clarissa    Harlowe,    a 

young  lady  of  great  beauty  and 

merit. 
Robert  Lovelace^Efq.  her  admirer. 
James   Harlowe,   Efq.   father  of 

Clarifla. 
Mrs.  Harlowe,  his  lady. 
James  Harlowe>  their  only  fon. 
Arabella*  their  elder  daughter. 
John  Harlowe,  Efq.  elder  brother 

of  James  Harlowe,  fenipr. 
Antony  Harlowe,  third  brother, 
Roger  Solmes,  Efq.  an  admirer  of 

Clariifa,  favoured  by  her  friends. 
Mrs.  Hervey,  half*ii4er  of  Mrs. 

Harlowe, 
Mifs  Dolly  Hervey,  her  daughter. 
Mrs*  Judith  Norton,  a  woman  of 

great  piety  and  difcretion,  who 

had  a  principal  (hare  in  the  edu- 
cation of  Clarlila. 
CoL  William  Morden*  a  near  re^ 

lation  of  the  Harlowes. 
Mifs  Howe,    the  moft    intimate 

friend,  companion,  and  cprre* 

fpondent,  of  Clari^a. 
Mrs.  Howe,  her  mother. 
Charles  Hickman,  an  admirer  of 

Mifs  Howe. 
Lord  M.  uncle  to  Mr.  Lovelace. 
Lady  Sarah   Sadiier,   and  Lady 

Bettv  Lawrance,  half-lillers  of 

Lora  M. 


Mifs  Charlotte,  and  M$fs  Patty 
Montague,  nieces  of  the  fame 
nobleman. 

Dr.  Lewen,  a  worthy  divine. 

Mr.  Elias  Brand,  a  pedantick 
young  clergyman. 

Dr.  H.  an  humane  phyiician. 

Mr.  Goddard,  an  honcft  and  ikil* 
ful  apothecary. 

John  Belford*  Efq.  Mr.  Lovelace's 
principal  intimate  and  confi-. 
dante. 

Richard  Mowbray,  Thomas  Dole- 
man,  James  Tourville^  and 
Thomas  Helton,  Efquires,  li- 
bertine friends  of  Mr.  Lovelace, 

Mrs.  More,  a  widow,  keeping  a 
lodging,  houfe  at  Hampttead. 

Mifs  Rawlins,  a  notable  young 
gentlewoman  there. 

Mrs.  Bevis,  a  lively  young  widow 
of  the  fame  place. 

Mrs.  Sinclair,  the  pretended  name 
of  a  private  brothel-keeper  a^t 
London. 

Captain  Tomlinfon,  the  aflumed 
name  of  a  vile  pander  to  the  de- 
baucheries of  Mr.  Lovelace. 

Sally  Martin,  and  Polly  Horton, 
auiftants  of,  and  partners  with, 
the  infamous  Sinclair. 

Dorcas  Wykes,  an  artful  fervant 
at  the  vile  houfe. 
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VOLUME    THE    FIRST. 


LETTER    I. 

MISS   AVKA   HOWCy   TO    MX&$   CL^- 
&IS$A  HARLOWfi. 

JAN*  lO. 

J^\/^\l  •'^  extremely  concerned, 
\.  J^  my  dcarcft  friend,  for  the 

^  I  iT  difturbances  that  b:ive 
d^  j^  ^  happened  in  your  family. 
T^/^%^f  .  I  know  how  it  muft  hurt 
you  to  become  the  fubjed^ 
cf  the  publicK  talk;  and  yet,  upon  an 
occafion  (b  generally  known,  it  is  im- 
pofiible  but  that  whatever  relates  to  a 
▼oonglady,  whofe  diftinguifiied  merits 
have  made  bar  the  pubiickcare,  fliould 
ttmgc  tveTy'body''9  attention.  I  lone 
to  have  the  particulars  from  yourfelt^ 
and  of  the  uiage  I  am  told  you  receive 
open  an  accident  you  could  not  help; 
and  iti  which,  as  far  a3  I  can  learn,  the 
fa&er  was  the  aggreilbr. 

I^*  Diggsthc  iSrgeoo,  whom  I  fent 
for  at  the  Djft  hearing  of  the  reo coun- 
ter, to  eDquire,  for  your  fake,  how  your 
hrotber  was,  told  me  that  there  was  no 
danger  from  the  wound,  if  there  were 
noac  from  the  fever;  which,  it  feems, 
ku  been  increafed  by  the  perturbation 
of  his  fpirits. 

Mr.  Wyerley  drank  tea  with  us  ye£- 
lerday ;  axul  though  he  is  far  from  being 
partial  to  Mr.  Irovelacc,  as  it  may  be 
veil  fjippofedy  yet  both  he  arid  Mr. 
SyviBKYhlaine  your  Cunily  fonbe  treat- 


ment they  gave  him  when  he  west  in 
perfon  to  enK)uire  after  your  brother's 
health,  and  to  exprefs  his  concern  for 
what  bad  happened. 

They  fay,  That  Mr.  Lovelace  could 
not  avoid  drawing  bis  fword;  and  that 
either  your  brotheiU  un^kilfulnefs  or 
pafllon  left  him  from  the  very  iiril  pafs, 
entirely  in  his  power. 

This,  I  am  told,  was  what  Mr.  Love-* 
lace  faid  upon  it,  retreating  as  he  fpoke: 

*  Have  a  care,  Mr.  Harlowe!-— Your 

*  violence  puts  you  out  of  your  de- 
'  fence— you  give  me  too  much  advan- 
'  tage.  For  your  ijfter's  fake,  I  will  pafs 

*  by  every  thing— if— ' 

But  this  the  more  provoked  his  raih^ 
nefs,  to  lay  himfelf  open  to  the  advan- 
tage of  his  advcrfaryj  who, after  a  flight 
wound  given  him  in  the  arm,  took  away, 
his  fword. 

Thei-e  are  people  who  love  not  your 
brother,  becaufe  of  his  natural  imperi- 
Gufnefs  and  Aerce  and  uncontroulable 
temper:  thefe  fay  ,That  the  young  gen- 
tleman's paflion  was  abated  on  iecing 
his  blood  gufli  plentifully  down  h;s 
arm;  and  that  he  received  the  generous 
offices  of  his  adverfaa-y  (who  helped  him 
off  with  his  coat  and  wailtcoat,  and 
bound  up  his  arm  till  the  furgeon  could 
come)  with  fuch  patience,  as  was  far 
from  making  a  vifit  afterwards  from  that 
adverfaiy  to  enquire  after  his  health, 
appear  either  infuUing  or  improper. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  tvcry-body  pities 

you,    So  ilcady,  fo  uniform,  in  yoiir 

3  conduct ; 


t 


CLARISSA    HARLOWE. 


canduft}  fo  dtfirou^t  at  joo  always 
faidf  of  Aiding  through  lire  to  the  end 
of  if  annexed;  and,  at  I  may  add^  not 
wtlBiDe  to  be  obfenred  even  for  your 
€lent  benerolencc;  fufficiently  happy 
in  the  noble  confcioufnefs  which  attends 
It }  ratbir  u/eful  tbm  glaringy  your  de. 
fenred  mottoj  thotieh  now,  to  your  re- 
gret, puihed  into  blaie,  as  I  may  fay; 
and  yet  blamed  at  home  for  the  faults 
of  others— How  mud  fuch  aTxrtue  fuf- 
fer  on  every  hand!— Yet,  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed that  your  prefent  trial  is  bttt  pro- 
portioned to  your  prudence. 

As  all  your  friends  without  doors  are 
apprehenuve  that  fome  other  unhappy 
event  mav-rcfult  from  fe  violent  a  con* 
tention»  in  which,  it  icems ,  the  fam i lies 
on  both  iidet  arenow  engaged,  I  muft 
deftre  you  to  enable  me,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  your  own  information,  to  do  you 
occaiional  juftice. 

My  mother,  and  all  of  as,  like  tho 
reft  of  the  world,  talk  of  nobody  but 
you  on  this  occafion,  and  of  the  confe- 
quenccs  which  nsay  follow  from  the  re- 
(entments  of  a  man  of  Mr^  Lovelace's 
fpirit;  whp,  as  he  grives  out,  has  been 
treated  with  high  indignity  b^  your 
uncles.  My  mother  will  have  it,  that 
you  cannot  bow,  with  any  decency, 
Either  fee  him,  or  correfpond  with  hims 
ihe  is  a  good  deal  prepoiTei&d  by  your 
irocle  Antonys  who  occafionally  calls 
upon  us,  as  you  know;  and,  on  this 
rencounter,  has  reprefented  to  her  the 
crime  which  it  would  be  in  a  iifter  to  en- 
courage a  man  who  is  to  wade  into  her 
favour  (this  was  his  expreifion)  through 
the  blood  of  her  brother. 

Write  to  me,  therefor^,  my  dear,  the 
whole  of  your  ftory  from  the  time  that 
Mr.  Lovelace  was  firft  introduced  into 
your  famtlv;  and  particularly  an  ac- 
count of  all  that  pafled  between  him 
and  your  filler,  about  which  there  are 
different  reports ;  fome  people  fcrupling 
not  'to  tnfmuate  that  the  younger  fiftcr 
has  ftolen  a  lover  from  the  elder:  and, 
pray,  write  in  fo  ftril  a  manner  as  may 
iatisfy  thofe  who  know  Hot  fo  much  in 
your  affairs  as  I  do.  If  any-tbine  un- 
nappy  Ihoold  fall  out  from  the  vi<Mence 
of  iuch  fpirits  as  you  havt  to  deal  with, 
your  account  of  all  things  frtvUus  to* 
It  will  beyourbeft  iuftificaUon. 

You  fee  what  you  draw  upon  yomr- 
ielf  by  excelling  all  your  fex :  every  in- 
dividual of  it  who  knows  jou,  or  hat 
lirard  of  you^  fecms  to  thmk  yon  as* 


fwcrable  to  htr  for  yotir  conduA  i« 
points  fo  very  delicate  and  concerning* 
■  Every  eye,- in  (hort,  is  upon  you  with 
the  cxpe£^ation  of  an  example.  I  wi& 
to  Heaven  you  wave  at  Hberty  to  purluo 
your  own  methods;  all  would  then,  I 
dare  fay,  be  eafy,  and  honourably  ended  s 
but  I  dread  your  direftors  and  .dire^^^ 
refTes;  for  your  mother,  admirably  well 
qualified  as  flie  is  to  lead,  muft  (ubmit 
.  to  be  led .  Your  fi fter  and  brother  wi II 
certainly  put  yon  out  of  your  courie. 

But  tnis  is  a  |x>int  yon  will  not  per«^ 
mit  me  to  expatiate  upon:  pardon  me^ 
therefore,  and  I  have  done.  Yet,  why- 
(hould  I  fay  pardon  me,  when  your  con- 
cerns are  my  concems-^when  vour  hoi 
nour  is  my  honour^— when  I  love  yoa 
as  never  woman  loved  anotheiw-and 
when  you  have  allowed  of  that  concern 
and  of  that  love,  and  have  for  years, 
which  in  perfons  fo  yonng  may  be  called 
many,  ranked  in  the  firft  ctafs  of  your 
friends,  your  ever-grateful  end  t^ec^ 

ANNil  HOWB.^ 

Will  you  oblige  me^  with  a  copy  of 
the  preamble  to  the  elauf^s  in  your 
grandfather's  will  in  your  favour, 
and  allow  me  to  fend  it  to  my  aunt 
Harman?  She  is  very  defirous  to 
fise  it:  yet  yonr  chara6ler  has  lb 
charmed  her,  that,  though  a  ftran* 
ger  to  you  perfonally,  ihe  aflent» 
to  the  preference  given  you  in  that 
will,  before  (he  knows  the  tefta- 
tor^s  reafoBS  for  giving  yoi|  th«t 
jH^ference. 


LETTER     IL 

MU«    CLARISSA    HAltLOWt^    Ttt^ 
MISS  HOWB. 

nAtLOWB-VLACX,   JA'H.  13* 

HOW  you  op]Srefs  me,  my  deaceflf 
friend,  with  your  politenefs  1  I 
cannot  doubt  your  fineerity;  but  yov 
ihould  take  care,  that  you  give  me  not 
reafoB^  from  your  kind  partiality,  r» 
call  m  queftion  your  judgment.  Yovt 
do  not  diftinguifti  that  I  take  many 
admirable  hints  fromyov,  and  have  th* 
art  to  pals  them  upon  you  for  my  own  :- 
for  in  all  you  db,  in  all  you  fay,  nay, 
in  your  very  looks  (U>  animated!)  you: 
give  Icilbns  to  one  who  loves  you  and 
obicrves  you  as  I  bve  tndobferve  yov, 
wiibofft 


^tAU^j 


agotber 


b««  *«f***^d  I  have  bcjriie  all^Sc 
tnoi^^^^^i  l^uld  bate  h^J^^much 

iptty  ^P^S  it  be  owing  toa  faulty 
•  For,  ^»*^r^;„-rbecn  toomdulwDt- 


.—^«oec   having  b<«n  tooindulgwt- 

^f  ^'l^  1  ta^  hear  tbofcccnfured 
•^r^iiMnt  wiiom  it  it  my  dunr  to 

«»««»^»  .      ,_-^^  find  to  have  tak«n 
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there  'by  hit  generovi  godmother*  to- 
irether  with  one  as  confiderable  in  York- 
wire.  I  was  alfo  abfent  at  my  Dmty 
Hmfi*,  at  it  is  c^led,  bufied  in  the 
accoantt  rekting  to  the  eftate  whick 
my  grandfather  had  the  goodaefe  to  de^ 
vife  to  me^  and  which  once, a  rear  wai 
left  to  my  in(pedion,  althougn  I  have 
gi  Yen  the  whole  into  my  father *s  power. 

My  €fter  made* me  a  vifit  diere  tht 
day  after  Mr.  Lovelace  had  been  introo 
duced^  and  Teemed  highly  pieafed  witk 
the  gentleman.  His  birth,  kit  fortune 
in  poflcifiony  a  clear  loool.  a  year,  at 
Lord  M.  had  aflured  ray  anck{  pre^^ 
fomptive-heir  to  that  nobleman's  laret 
eftate:  his  great  expeftations  from  Lady 
Sarah  SadTier  and  Lady  Betty  Law# 
ranee;  who  with  his  uncle  intcrcAad 
themfdves  very  warmly  (he  being  the 
laft  of  his  line)  to  fee  him  married. 

So  haadforaea  man!— -O  her  belovei 
Clary!  (for  then  (he  was  ready  to  love 
me  dearly,  from  the  overflowings  of  her 
good-humoor  on  his  account!)  He  was 
Dnt/ttfhandfome  a  man  for  Arr/— Were 
flie  but  as  amiable  as  fimeMy,  there 
would  be  a  probability  of  haidhghtt  af« 
feflions!— -For  he  was  wild,  iheheardf 
virj  wild,  very  gay;  loved  intrigue*^ 
But  he  was  young;  BmoHoffifrftt  would 
fee  his  error,  could  die  but  have  patience 
with- his  faults,  if  his  faults  wme  not 
cured  by  marriage. 

Thus  flie  ran  on;  and  then  wanted 
me  to  fee  the  charming  man,  as  (he  call» 
ed  him«— Again  concerned,  that  (he 
was  not  handfome  enough  for  himx 
with,  a  fad  thing,  that  the  man  (houla 
have  the  advanuge  of  the  woman  in 
that  particular!— But  then,  fteppinj^ 
to  the  glafs,  (he  complimented  herfclf^ 
that  ihe  was  very  *welU  that  there  were 
man^  women  deemed  pafiable  who  were 
inferior  to  herielf;  that  ihe  was  alwayt 
thought  comely;  and  comelinefs,  let 
her  tell  me,  having  not  fo  much  to  loft 
at  beauty  had,  would  bold,  when  that 
would  evaporate  or  fly  off.  Nay,  for 
that  matter,  [and  again  flie  tursed  to 
the  glafs]  her  features  were  not  irre* 

fular;  her  eyes  not  at  all  amifii.    And 
remember  they  were  more  than  uAially 
brilliamettfaettime*  Nothing,  iq  (horf| 

*  Her  svaai£uhtr,  in  orier  t»  intite  her  to  hi»  as  often  as  her  other  friends  wooM  fy%ii 
hv,  bsdolged  tae^  in  ending  an4  fitting  op  a  dairy-houfiB  in  her  own  tai^.  When  finifliei^ 
k  was  to  nnchadmiied  for  it*s  elegant  £mplicity  and  convenience,  that  ths  whde  feat  (be^ 
late,  of  flU  dase,  firofl^  ic*9  fituation,  called  7b§  Gr(fw)  wai  gentraliy  known  by  the  name 
#  Tkt  Pwf  ^£»^    HargiapdfathcT  in  partktUii  was  f«o4.Qf  baTmg  it  fe  caUed* 


rf?^  plca&d  God  to  have  taken 
i\rmylaS  fever,  wheal  had  eveiy- 

^  dwOl  ha**  o«^^«^  '^^  diftinguifli- 
S^  «y  grandfather  as  1  was:  fince 
Stfdiftiiaioa  has  (^rang«i  from  me 
wTbrtther^a  and  fito's  aifeaions;  at 
fe^  hasfaifcdaiealoufywjthregaid 
a»  tbe  aiwe****"^"*  favour  of  my  two 
jBjcles^Sat  now-and-thcnoverihadowi 
IJbexrlove. 

My  brother  being  happily  recovered 
ef  hU  fever,  asd  his  wound  in  a  hope- 
ioi  wax«  although  he  has  not  jet  veo- 
tsicd  nhroady  I  will  be  as  particular  as 
«o«  defire  in  the  little  hiflory  you  de- 
yi^i  of  OK.  But  Heaven  iorbid  that 
aBy*thaii|^  fliould  ever  happen  which 
jBa.y  require  it  to  be  produced  for  the 
jMivpole  jrou  mention  i 

I  will  CMsin^  as  you  command,  with 
Mr.  l.ovelace*s  addrofs  to  my  fifterj 
VDcf  be  as  brief  as  noflible,  I  will  re- 
cite  £a&s  onlyj  and  leave  you  to  judge 
of  Cbe  troth  of  the  report  raifed,  that 
^  jotn^per  fifler  has  robbed  the  elder. 

It  wae  in  purfoance  of  a  conference 
betnreen  Lord  M.  and  my  uncle  An- 
tmnr,  that  Mr.  Lovelace  [my  father 
and  mother  not  forbidding]  paid  his 
tt£f^et%  to  my  Mer  Arabella.  My 
teother  ^ms  then  in  Scotland,  bufying 
l^afelf  is  viewing  the  condition  of  the 
cenMrrablc  cflate  which  was  left  him 
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«d  be  found  fatilt  with,  thougb  nothing 
-very  engaging  ihe  doubted— -Was  there, 
■Clary  ? 

♦    Eotcufii  roe,  my  dear,  I  never  was 
jtbua  particular  before;  nq,  not  to  you. 
Nor  would  I  now  ha^e  written  thus 
freely  of  a  fifter»  but  that  (he  makes  a 
inerit  to  my  brother  of  difowning  that 
&e  ever  liked  him;  at  I  (hall  mention 
liereaftei';  and  then  you  will  always 
liave  me  give  you  minute  defcriptions, 
|lor  fufTer  me  to  pafs  by  the  air  and  vma* 
tier  in  which  things  are  fpoken  that  are 
to  be  taken  notice  of;  rightly  obferv- 
ing»  that  air  and  manner  often  exprtfs 
Hiore  than  the  accompanying  words. 
^'  I  congratulated  her  upon  her  pro* 
ipe£):s.     She  received  my  complimentt 
«mh  a  great  deal  of  ielr-compiacency. 
She  liked  the  gentleman  ftill  more  at 
his  liext  ▼t(}t;  and  yet  he  made  no  par- 
ticular addrefs  to  her,  although  an  op- 
portunity was  given  him  for  it.    This 
%ras  wondered  at,  as  my  uncle  had  in- 
troduced him  into  our  family  declared* 
ly  as  a  viiiter  to  my  ii(ler.     But  as  we 
flre  ever  ready  to  make  excufes  when  in 
good. humour  with  ourfelves,  for  the 
perhaps  not  unwilful  flights  of  thofe 
whofe  approbation  we  wi(h  to  engage; 
pi  my  fitter  found  out  a  reafon  much  to 
Mr«  Lovelace's  advantage  for  his  not 
improving  ■  the  opportunity  that  was 

given  him. — It  was  ba(hfulners,  truly, 
1  him.  [Ba(hfnlnefs  in  Mr.  Lovelace, 
my  dearl}**lndeed,  gay  and  lively  at 
lie  is,  he  has  not  the  hok  of  an  impu* 
(dent  man.  *But  I  fancy  it  is  many, 
Inaoy  years  ago  fmce  he  was  baftiful. 
i.  Thus,  however,  could  my  (ifter  make 
it  out— Upon  her  word,  (he  believed 
)llr.  Lovelace  deferved  not  the  bad  cha- 
ndler he  had  as  to  women. -«He  was 
*eally,  to  ber  thinking;  a  mtii/r  man. 
He  woold  have  fpoken  out,  fhe  be- 
lieved; but  once  or  twice  as  he  (^emed 
to  intend  to  do  fo,  he  was  under  fo 
afr£eabU  a  cpnfu(ron!  Such  a  profound 
fvfpeft  he  feemed  to  (hew  herl  A  perfeft 
wrutmci,  flie  thoughts  (heloveddearly 
fhat  a  man  in  courtthip  ibouLd  (hew  a 
Icverenceto  his  miiirefs.  So,  indeed, 
im  all  doy'  I  believe:  and  with  reafon; 
Ance,  if  1  may  ipd^  from  v4i4it  I  have 
feen  in  many  families,  there  is  little 
^Qoueh  of  it  (hewn  afterwardt.  And 
Jbe  totd  my  aun^  Jiervey ,  that  (kfi  vfould 
be  a  littn  lefs  upon  the  referve  next 
time  he  came:  (he  wasnot  oi!e  of  thbie 
Jiirtj,'  not  Ae/  vrho  wooU  give  pain  to 


a  pcrfon  that  deferved  to  bcwcll-trcatf 
ed;  and  the  more  pain  for  the  gi^atnefs 
of  his  value  for  her.— I  wiih  flic  ha«| 
not  fdmebody  whom  I  love  in  her  eye. 

In  his  third  viAt,  Bella  governed  her- 
felf  by  this  kind  and  considerate  prin* 
ciple :  fo  that,  according  to  her  own  ac* 
Count  of  the  matter,  the  man  »0if^Af  have 
fpoken  opt.— But  he  was  ftill  bajhfult 
he  was  not  able  to  overcome  this  ««- 
feajhnahle  re'verence*  So  this  vifit  wen^ 
oflF  as  the  former. 

But  now  fhe  began  to  be  di(ratisfie4 
with  him.     She  compared  his  gener^ 
chai-a^cr  with  this  his  particular  beha- 
viour -to  herj   and  having  never  been 
courted  before,  owned  herfelf  puzzled  . 
how  to  deal  with  fo  odd  a  lover.  What 
did  the  man  mean,  fhe  wondered^  H^d 
not  her  uncle  brought  him  decUtrediy 
as  a  fuitor  to  her.— It  could  not  be 
bafhfolnefs,  (now  fhe  thought  of '  it) 
iince  he  might  have  opened  his  mind  tq 
her  uncle  J  if  he  wanted  courage  to  (peal^ 
direftly  to  A^r.— Not  that  (he  carc^ 
much  for  the  man  neither :  but  it  wa^ 
right,  furely,  that  a  woman  ihould  be 
put  out  of  doubt  early  as  to  a  man'^ 
intentions  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  from 
his  own  mouth.— But,  truly,  flie  had 
begun  to  think,  that  he  was  more  folici- 
tous  to  cultivate  her  jvfamxff^rV  good  opi- 
nion,than  ^fr//- Every-body,{he  own- 
ed, admired  her  mother's  converfatitmj 
but  he  was  miftaken  if  he  thou^t  re» 
fpeft  to  her  mother  onfy  would  do  witB 
h^.   And  then,  for  his  own  fake,  ftireljf 
he  ihould  put  it  iiito  her  power  to  be 
eomplaifant  to  him,  if  he  gave  her  rea- 
fon to  approve  of  him.     This  diHan^ 
behaviour,  fhe  myft  take  upoii  her  to 
fay,  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  he 
continued  his  vifits*,  and  declared  htm-' 
ielf  extremely  defiroits  to  cultivate  a 
friendfhip  with  tlie  whole  family;  and  ai 
hecould  have  no  doubt aboutheryrxr^^  if 
fhe  might  take  upon  her  to  join  her  own 
with  the  general  opinion;  he  having 
taken  great  notice  of,  and  admired  mztty 
6f  her  good  things  as  they  fell  from  hct 
lipt.     Reterves  were  pamfu),  fhe  mtif| 
needs  fay,  to  open  and  free  (pints,  lik^ 
hers:  and  yet  (he  rnuft  tell  my  annt, 
(to  whom  all  this  wasdireftcd)  that  Ihi 
fhould  never  forget  what  fhe  owed  t« 
'  her  (ex,  and  to  herfelf,  wer»Mr.  LoVe-i 
Uce  at  unexceptionable  in  his  morals 
as  in  hie  figure,  and  were  hip  to  tirgi 
bis  (lift  ever  fo  warmly. 
JwsrstrotOffKfcdQtiCil.    iWatRit 
!  abfcnt 
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IS 


lUbtt.  And  It  WIS  agreed  Tipon  be- 
tween my  aunt  Henrcy  and  her.  that 
Ac  was  to  be  auite  foiemn  and  ftiy  in 
his  aeat  rifit,  it  there  were  not  a  pecu' 
liarity  in  his  addrefs  to  her. 

Bnt  say  fitter,  it  feems,  hadnotcon- 
fideicd  the  matter  well .  This  was  not 
the  tray,  as  it  proved,  to  be  taken,  for 
jnattm  of  mere  omiffion,  with  a  man 
«f  Mr.  Lovelaces  penetration.  Nor 
with  anj  man  J  fince  if  love  has  not 
ti*:en  root  deep  enough  tu  caufc  it  to 
tioot  out  into  declaration,  if  an  oppor- 
tuaitv  be  fairly  given  for  it,  there  is 
liukVoom  toexpe^,  that  the  blighting 
Windsor' angei  orrefcntmcnlwlirbring 
it  firward.  I  nrn  my  poor  fifter  is 
Bot  naturally  go..d-humoi:-cd.  This 
is  too  well  known  a  truth  for  me  to  en- 
dearoiiT  to  cotfceal  it,  efpecially  from 
you.  You  rouft  therefore,  I  doubt, 
Jave  appeared  to  great  di  fad  vantages 
when  Ihe  aimed  to  be  worfe- tempered 
than  ordinary. 

How  they  managed  it  in  their  next 
converl'alion  I  know  not.     One  would 
be  tempted  to  think  by  the  iffue,  that 
Wr.  Lovelace  was  ungenerous  enough 
|o  leek  the  occafion  given*,  and  to  im- 
prove it.    Vc«  he  though^  fit  to  put  the 
qoeftjon  too:— rbut,  (he  fays,  it  was  not 
till,  by  fome  means  or  other  ((he  knew 
liot  h<m)  he  had  wrought  her  up  to  fuch 
a  pilch  of  difplcafurc  with  him,  that  it 
Tws  impolRble  for  her  to  recover  hcr- 
iieif  at  the  itiftant.     Ncvcrthelefs,  he 
re-uTged  his  queftion,  as  expelling  a 
definitive  anfw«r,  without  waiting  for 
ike  return  of  her  temper,  or  endeavour- 
ingio  mollify  her;  fo  that  flic  was  under 
\  neceffity  of  perfifting  in  her  denial : 
jtx.  gave  him  reafou  to  think  flic  did  not 
diMe  his  addrefs,  only  the  manner  of 
it;  his  court  being  rather  made  to  her 
mother  than  to  herfelf,  as  if  be  was 
furc  of  bir  confent  at  any  time. 
*  A  good  encouraging  denial,  I  muft 
own:— as  was  the  reft  of  her  plea;  to 
wit,   a   difincHnation   to  change  her 
jhte.--£xceedingly  happy  as  (he  was ; 
fte  never  could  be  happier!  and  fuch- 
like  confenting  negatives,  as  I  may  call 
them,  and  yet  not  intend  a  refle&ion 
upon  my  fitter :  for  what  can  any  young 
crcatufe  in  the  like  circUmftances  fay, 
ithtQ  flkfe  \i  not  ftife  but  n  too  ready  con  - 
ttiit  may  fubjefl  her  to  the  (lights  of  a 


fcx  th«t  gcncralljr  values  ablelEng  either 
more  or  lels  as  it  is  obtained  with  dif- 
ficulty or  eafe?  Mifs  Biddulph's  an- 
fwer  to  a  copy  of  yerfts  from  a  gentle- 
man, reproaching  our  fex  as  a£liiig  im 
difc;uife,  is  not  a  bad  one,  althoughjpfls 
pernaps  may  think  it  too  ackuowledg* 
ing  for  the  female  char  after. 


»  Ungenerous  W  tofcom  u«,  if  wc*reiiii/| 
«  And  )et  upbraid  us,  W  we  fccmftvgrg! 

'  Voyout  tVncourjge  us  to  tell  our  mind, 
<  Vourf'elvca  putoA'difguife,  ind  be  fincere- 

♦  Tau  Ulk  of  coquetry!    Yoor  own  faUb 
«  hearts 

*  Compel  0}XT  fex  to  *€t  diflembliaf  partk* 

Here  T  am  obliged  to  lay  down  tuf 
pen .    I  wi  1 1  foon  rsfume  it. 


LETTER   IIL 

MfSS  CtARISSA  HARLOWC,  TOlUtf 
JAN.  J3,  14, 

AND  thns/as  Mr.  Lovelace  thought 
fit  to  iale  ii,  had  he  his  anfwe^ 
fronvmy  tifter.     It  was  with  very  great 
regret,  as  he  pretended,  [I  doubt  the 
inan  is  an  hypocrite,  my  dear]  that  be 
acquicfced  in  it.   So  much  determined* 
nti's'f  fuch  a  noble  firmnefs  in  my  fiftcr; 
that  there  was  r.o  hope  of  prevailin|^ 
upon  her  to  alter  fentimcnts  ihe  had 
adopted  on  full  confideration.    He  ft^« 
ed,  as  Bella  told  us,  when  he  took  his 
leave  of  her:  profoundly  fighed}  grafp- 
cd  her  hand,  andkifTed  it  withyW^aa 
ardor^withdrcw  withyi/rian  air  of  £:^ 
lemn  rcipe^ — fl)e  had  him  then  before 
her.— ^hc  could  almoft  find  in  her  heart, 
although   he  had  vexed  her,  to  pity 
him.    A  good  intentional  preparative 
to  love,  this  pity;  iince,  at  the  time,  ihe 
little  thought  that  he  wopldhot  renew 
bis  offer. 

He  waited  on  my  tspihcrtfterhebad 
taken  leave  of  Bella,  and  reported  his 
ill  fuccefS'  in  To  re^eflful  a  mauner,  as 
well  with  rtrgard  to  my  fifter,  as  to  the 
firhole  family,  ond  with  To  much  con- 
cern that  he  was  not  accepted  as  a  rela- 
tion to  it,  that  it  Icftvpon  them  all  (my 
brother  .boiiig  then,  as  I  have  faldi  in 
Scotland}  iinfrefHoiil  in  bis  favour^ 


*  See  Mr«  LoSfUfc's  letter,  KS  xaaU  in  which  he  brlelly  accounts  for  his  condua  lis 


i^fisaSair. 
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«iida  btlieF  that  this  matter  would  cer- 
tainly be  brought  on  again.  But  Mr. 
Lovelace  going  up  dire£lly  to  town, 
where  be  laid  a  whole  fortnigiit,  and 
meeting  therewith  my  uncle  Anton  v,  to 
whom  he  regretted  hi$  niece's  cruel  re- 
fohttion  not  to  change  her  ftate;  it  was 
lecn  that  there  was  a  total  end  of  the 
affair. 

My  lifter  wtft  not  wanting  to  herfelf 
en  this  octafion.  She  made  a  virtue  of 
fieceifity;  and  the  man  was  quite  ano- 
ther man  with  her.— A  vain  creature ! 
too  well  knowing  his  advantages:  yet 
tb^fe  not  what  flic  had  conceived  them 
to  bel— Cooi  and  warm  by  fits  and 
ftartsj  an  ague- like  lover.  A  fteady 
mut  a  man  of  virtue,  a  uian  of  mo- 
rals, was  worth  a  thonfand  of  fuch 
Sy  flutterers.  Her  fifter  Clary  might 
ink  it  worth  her  while  perhaps  to  try 
to  engaee  fuch  a  man.  She  had  pa- 
ticDce:  flte  was  mifti-eft  of  perfuafion; 
»mi,  indeed,  to  do  the  girl  juftice,had 
fimithingof  a  uerfon}  but  as  for  her^. 
Sie  would  not  nave  a  man  of  whofe 
heart  ftie  could  not  be  fu/e  for  one  mo- 
ntent;  no,  not  for  the  world:  andmoft 
^cerely  glad  w«8  (be  that  (he  had  re* 
'jeded  him. 

B«t  when  Mr.  Lovelace  returned  in- 
to the  country,  he  thought  fit  to  viiit  my 
lather  and  mother^  hoping,  as  he  told 
them,  that,  however  unhapp]^  he  had 
1>ecn  in  the  rejedion  of  the  wiihed-for 
aliuince,  be  might  be  allowed  to  keep 
up  an  acquaintance  and  friend(hip  with 
^  family  which  he  (bould  always  re- 
IpeA.  And  then,  unhappily  as  I  may 
lay,  was  I  at  home  and  prefent. 

It  was  inunediately  obferved,  that  his 
attention  was  fixed  on  me.  My  fifter, 
as  foon  as  he  was  gbne,  in  a  (pirit  of 
braverv,  feemed  defirous  to  promote  bis 
addreis,  fliould  it  be  tendered. 

M^  aunt  Hervey  was  there,  and  was 
pleafed  to  faj,  we  (bould  make  the 
ineft  couple  m  England — if  mv  fifter 
had  00  objeftion.  *  No,  indeed!*  with 
a  haughty  tofs,  was  mv  fifter*s  reply-* 
It  would  be  ftrsnge  if  (ne  had,  after  the 
denial  (he  bad  given  him  upon  full  de- 
liberation. 

My  mother  declared.  That  */r  only 
diflikeof  his  alliance  with  either  daugh> 
ter,  was  on  account  of  bis  reputed 
faulty  morals. 

My  uncle  Harlowe,  That  hfs  daughter 
CUiTp  as  hcdfligliud  to  ca^l  mcff^fji^ 


childhood,  would  reform  him  if  wMf 
woman  in  the  world  could. 

My  uncle  Antony  gave  his  approba- 
th)n  in  high  terms ^  but  referred,  as  mj 
aunt  had  done,  to  my  fifter. 

She  repeated  her  contempt  of  htn\; 
^nd  declared,  that  were  there  not  ano- 
ther man  in  England,  (he  would  not 
have  him.  She  was  ready,  on  the  con« 
trary,  (he  could  aflfure  them,  to  refign 
her  pretenfions  under  hand  and  feal,  if 
Mifs  Clary  were  taken  with  his  tinfelj 
and  if  every  oneelfe  approved  of  his  ad- 
drefTes  to  the  girl. 

My  father,  indeed,  after  a  long  fi- 
lence,  being  urged  by  my  uncle  Anto- 
ny to  fpeak  his  mind,  faid,  that  he  had 
a  letter  from  his  (on,  on  his  bearing  of 
Mr.  Lovelace^s  vifits  to  his  daughter 
Arabella,  which  he  had  not  (hewn  ta 
any-body  but  my  mother,  that  treaty 
bem^  at  an  end  when  he  received  itj 
that  m  this  letter  he  exprefTed  great  dif- 
like  to  an  alliance  with  Mr.  Lovelace  on 
the  fcore  of  his  immoralities^  that  he 
knew,  indeed,  there  was  an  old  grudge 
between  them;  but  that,  being defiroua 
to  prevent  all  occafions  of  difunion  and 
animofity  in  his  family,  he  would  fu- 
fpend  the  declaration  of  his  own  mind 
till  his  Ton  arrived,  and  till  he  had  heard 
his  farther  obje^lions:  that  be  was  the 
more  inclined  to  make  his  Ton  this  com- 
pliment, as  Mr.  Lovelace's  general 
charaAer  gave  but  too  much  ground 
for  his  fon's  diflike  of  him;  adding^ 
that  he  had  heard  (fo  be  fuppofed  had 
every  one)  that  he  was  a  very  extrava* 
^nt  man;  that  he  had  contra£led  debts 
in  his  travels:  and,  indeed,  be  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  he  had  the  air  of  afpendv 
thrift, 

Thefe  particulars  I  had  partly  from 
mv  aunt  Hervey,  and  partly  from  my 
filter;  for  I  was  called  out  as  foon  sa 
the  fubjeCl  was  entered  upon.  When 
I  returned,  my  uncle  Antony  alked  me 
how  /  (hould  like  Mr.  Lovelace:  every 
body  faw,  he  was  pleaied  to  fay,  thnX 
I  had  made  a  conqueft. 

I  immediately  anfwered,  that  I  did 
not  like  him  at  all:  he  Teemed  to  have 
too  good  an  opinion  both  of  his  perfbn 
and  parts,  to  have  any  ercat  regard  to 
his  wife,  let  him  marry  whom  he  would. 

My  fifter  particularly  was  plea(cd 
with  this  anfwer,  and  confirmed  it  to 
be  juft}  with  a  compliment  tonyjudg^ 
meat— for  it  was  ber4,  . 

in 
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But  die  Teiy  next  day  Lord  M.  came 
to  Hirlo«e  Place;  [I  was  then  abfent] 
mA,  in  hit  nephew's  name,  made  a  pro-> 
fo&l  in  form,  decIanD^,  that  it  was 
ibe  anbition  of  all  his  family  to  be  re • 
lated  to  ours:  and  he  hoped  bis  kinf* 
man  wonld  not  have  fVich  an  anfwer  on 
the  part  of  the  younger  fifter,  as  he  had 
on  that  of  the  elder. 

In  (hort,  Mr.  Lovelace*s  vifits  were 
admitted  sn  thoTe  of  a  man  who  had  not 
deferred  diirefped  from  our  family; 
but  as  to  his  addrefs  to  me,  with  a  re- 
lemtioo»  as  above,  on  my  father's 
part,  that  be  would  determine  nothing 
witfaont  bis  (on.  My  difcretion,  as  to 
the  left,  was  confided  in;  for  ftill  I  had 
the  &me  objections  as  to  the  man:  nor 
#D«ld  I,  when  we  were  better  acquaint^ 
cd,  bear  any  thing  but  general  talk 
fram  him;  giving  mm  no  opportunity 
if  cooverfing  with  me* in  private. 

He  bore  this  with  a  refignation  little 
cxpedcd  frovn  his  natural  temper,  which 
is  renerally  reported  to  be  quick  and 
hafty,  una  fed,  it  feems,  from  childhood, 
to  check  or  controol.  A  cafe  too  com- 
moa  in  confiderable  families  where 
there  is  an  only  Ton:  and  bis  mother 
Bevcr  had  any  other  child.  But,  as  I 
have  heretofore  told  you,  I  could  per- 
cttfe,  Botwitbftanding  this  refignation, 
that  be  bad  to  good  an  opinion  of  him- 
lelf  at  not  to  doubt  that  his  peribn  and 
accomplifhments  would  infeniibly  en- 
gage me;  and,  could  that  be  once  done, 
be  told  nnr  aunt  Hervey  he  Ihould  hope, 
lirom  So  fleady  a  temper,  that  his  hold 
ia  my  aifediont  would  be  durable; 
while  my  fifler  accounted  for  his  patience 
in  another  manner,  which  would  per- 
haps have  had  more  force  if  it  had 
come  lirom  a  peribn  left  prejudiced: 
chat  the  man  was  not  fond  of  marry* 

Sat  all;  that  be  might  perhaps  have 
a  iicore  miffcrefles;  and  that  delay 
night  be  at  convenient  for  his  roving^ 
as  tor  my  *w€U-a3ed  i  ndifference.  That 
was  ber  kind  exprci&on. 

Wliatever  was  his  motive  for  a  pa- 
tience fo  generally  believed  to  be  out  of 
hisufoal  charader,  and  where  the  ob- 
jA  of  his  addrefs  was  fuppofed  to  be 
of  fortune  coniiderable  enough  to  en- 
gjige  hit  warmefl  attention,  he  certainly 
cicaped  many  mortificatjons  by  it;  for 
while  my  fother  fafpended  his  approba- 
tion till  my  brother^s  arrival,  Mr. 
Lovelace  received  from  every  one  tbofe 
tsriliticf  which  were  dv#  to  his  births 


'J 

and  although  we  heard  fl^om  time  t« 
time  reports  to  his  difadvantage  wiik 
regard  to  morals,  vet  could  we  noc 
queftionhim  upon  them  without  giving 
him  greater  advantages  in  his  own  opi- 
nion than  the  fituation  he  was  in  with 
us  would  juftify  to  prudence;  fjiicc  it 
was  much  mure  likeiy  that  his  addrefs 
would  itet  be  allowed  of,  than  that  it 

And  thus  was  he  admitted  to  con-, 
verie  with  our  family  almoft  upon  hit 
own  terms;  for,  while  my  friends  faw 
nothing  in  his  behaviour  but  what  wa« 
extremely  refpeAful,  and  obfcrved  ia 
him  no  violent  importunity,  they  feem* 
cd  to  have  taken  a  great  liking  to  his 
converfationt  while  I  confidered  h'un 
onlv  as  a  common  guefk  when  he  came, 
and  thought  myfelf  nomore  concerned 
in  his  vifits,  nor  at  his  entrance  and  de- 
parture, than  any  other  of  the  family. 

But  this  indifference  on  my  fide  waa 
the  means  of  procuring  him  one  very 
great  advantage;  fince  upon  it  was 
grounded  that  correfpondence  by  let- 
ters which  fucceeded;  and  which,  had 
it  been  to  be  begun  when  the  family 
animofity  broke  out,  would  never  have 
been  entered  into  on  my  part.  The  oc« 
ca£on  viras  this. 

My  uncle  Hervey  has  a  young  gen- 
tleman entrufted  to  his  care,  whom  be 
has  thoughts  of  fending  abroad  a  year 
or  two  hence,  to  make  the  grand  tour, 
as  it  is  called;  and,  finding  Mr.  Love* 
lace  could  eive  a  good  account  of  every 
thing  neceuary  for  a  young  traveller  to 
obferve  upon  fuch  an  occaiion,  he  de- 
fired  him  to  vrrite  down  a  defcription  of 
the  courts  and  countries  he  had  vifited, 
and  what  was  moft  worthy  of  curiofity 
in  them.  . 

He  confented,  on  condition  that  I 
would  direB  his  fubjefls,  as  he  called 
it :  and,  as  every  one  had  heard  his  man- 
ner of  writing  commended,  and  thought 
hi  s  narratives  might  be  agreeable  am  u  fe - 
ments  in  winter  evening,  and  that  be 
could  have  no  opportunity  particularly 
to  addrefs  me  in  them,  fince  they  were 
to  be  read  in  full  afTembly  before  they 
were  given  to  the  young  gentleman,  I 
made  the  lefs  fcruple  to  write,  and  to 
make  obfervations,  and  put  queftions 
for  our  farther  information — f^iil  the 
lefs  perhaps  as  I  love  vrriting;  and  thofe 
who  do,  are  fond,  you  know,  of  occa- 
fions  to  ufe  the  pen.  And  then,  hav- 
iiig  everyone's  con  fiuit,  and  my  uflcle 
Hcryeyi 
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Hcrvey*5  dcfirc  that  I  would  write,  I . 
thought  that  if  I  had  been  theonly  fcru- 
pulQus  per(bn,  it  would  have  (hewn  a 
particularity  that  a  vain  man  might 
conftrue  to  his  advantage,  and  which 
my  (ifter  would  not  fail  to  animadvert 
upon. 

You  hare  feen  forae  of  thefc  letters, 
mndhave  been  pleafed  with  bis  account 
cf  perfons,  places,  and  things^  and  we 
Iiave  both  agreed,  that  he  was  no  com- 
mon obferver  upon  what  he  had  feen. 

My  Gfter  herfelf  allowed  that  the 
man  bad  a  tolerable  knack  of  writing 
and  deferibing:  and  my  father,  who 
bad  been  abroad  in  his  youth,  {aid, 
that  his  remarks  were  curious,  and 
fiiewed  him  to  be  a  perfon  of  reading, 
Judgment,  and  talle. 

Thus  was  a  kind  of  correfpondcncc 
begun  between  him  and  me,  with  gene> 
jal  approbation }  while  every  one  won- 
dered at,  and  was  pleafed  with,  his  pa- 
tient veneration  of  me,  for  fo  they  call- 
ed it.  However,  it  was  not  doubted  but 
he  would  foon  be  more  importunate, 
fince  his  vi(its  were  more  frequent,  and 
be  acknowledged  to  my  aunt  Hcrvcy  a 
pafiion  for  me,  accompanied  with  an 
awe  that  he  had  never  known  before  j 
fo  which  he  attributed  what  he  called 
bis  hut  feeming  acquiefcence  with  my 
Other's  pleafure,  and  the  didance  I 
kept  him  at.  And  yet,  my  dear,  this 
may  be  his  ufual  manner  of  behaviour 
to  our  fez;  for  had  not  my  ^&€v  at  firft 
all  his  reverence? 

Mean  time,  my  father,  expelling  his 
importunity,  kept  in  readinefs  the  re- 
ports he  had  heard  in  his  disfavour,  to 
charge  them  upon  him  then,  as  fo  many . 
ob]e£lions  to  his  addrefs.  And  it  was 
bighly  agreeable  to  me  that  he  did  fo: 
it  would  have  been  ftrange  if  it  wera 
not;  iince  the  perfon  who  could  rejefk 
Mr.  Wyerlcy's  addrefs  for  the  fake  of 
bis  free  opinions t  muft  have  been  in- 
excufable,  had  Ihe  not  rejected  another's 
for  his  freer  praSlices, 

But  I  (houid  own,  that  in  the  letters 
befent  me  upon  the  general  fub)e£l,  he 
more  than  once  incTofed  a  particular 
one,  declaring  his  pailionate  regards 
for  me,  and  complaining,  with  fervour 
enough,  of  myreferves:  butofthefel 
took  not  the  leaftnotice^  for,  as  X.had 
not  written  to  him  at  all,  but  upon  a 
fubjefl  fo  general*  I  thought  it  was  but 
light  to  let  what  he  wrote  upon  one  fo 
particular  pafs  off  as  if  I  had  never  feea 
it^  aad  the  ratheo  as  I  was  not  then  at 


liberty  (from  the  approbation  his  lef -^ 
ters  met  with)  to  break  off  the  corre- 
fpondence,  unlefs  I  had  ailigned  the 
true  reafon  for  doing  fo.  Befides,  with 
all  his  refpe^ful  afiiduities,  itwaseaCy 
to  obferve  (if  it  had  not  been  his  gene-  - 
ral  chara£lcr)  that  his  temper  is  natu-- 
rally  haughty  and  violent;  and  I  had 
feen  too  much  of  that  untra6^ablerptrit 
in  my  brother  to  like  it  in  one  who 
hoped  to  be  Hill  more  nearly  related  ta  • 
me. 

I  had  a  little  fpeciilien  of  this  temper 
of  his  vpoa  the  very  occaiiop  I  have 
mentioned:  for,  after  be  bad  fent  mt  a 
third  particular  letter  with  the  general 
one,  he  a(ked  me,  the  next  tim9  he  came 
to  Harlowe  I?)ace,  if  I  had  not  received 
fuch  a  one  from  him.    I  told  him  I 
fiiould  never  anfwer  one  fo  fent;  and  • 
that  I  had  waited  for  fuch  an  occafion  as 
he  had^  now  given  me  to  tell  him  fo:  X  > 
deiircd  him  therefoi^  not  to  write  again 
on  the  fubjeft;  affuring  him,  that  if  he  • 
did,  I  would  return  both,  and  never 
write  another  line  to  him. 

You  cannot  imagine  how  (aucily  the 
man  looked;  as  if,  in  ihort,  he  was 
difappointed  that  he  had  not  made  a 
more  fenfible  im predion  upon  me:  nor» 
when  herecoUefled  himfelf,  (as  he  did 
immediately)  whata  viGble  ffruggle  it 
coff  him  to  change  his  haughty  airs  for  * 
more  placid  ones.  But  I  took  no  no- 
tice ot  either;  for  I  thought  it  beft  ta 
convince  him,  bv  the  cooTnefs  and  in-  • 
difference  with  which  I  repulfed  his  for- 
ward hopes,(at  the  fame  time  intending^ 
to  avoid  the  affe^ation  of  pride  or  va* 
nity)  that  he  was  not  confiderable 
enough  in  my  eyes  to  make  me  take 
over-ready  offence  at  what  he  faid,  or 
at  his  haughty  looks:  in  other  words, 
that  I  had  not  value  enough  for  him  to 
treat  him  with  peculiarity  either  by 
0niles  or  frowns .  Indeed,  he  had  cun- 
ning enough  to  give  me,  undefignedly, 
apiece  of  inftruAion  which  taught  me  - 
this  caution;  for  he  had  faid  in  conver-  / 
fation  once,  that  if  a  man  could  not 
make  a  woman  in  courtlhipown  herfelF- 
pleafed  with  him,  it  was  as  much  and 
oftentimes  x«0r^  to  his  purpoie  to  make 
her  angrj  with  him. 

I  mult  break  off  here.  But  will  con-  • 
tinoe  thefubje£l  the  very  firft  opportu^ 
nity.     Mean  time,  I  ^myaurmofiaf^  - 
fiSthnati  friend  and  frr'vtatt 

Cl.  HARtOWS. 
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LETTER    IV. 

iRSSCtA&ISSA  RAELOWI^  TO  liISS 
HOWE. 

JA1I.  15. 

QUCH,  my  dear,  wti  tbe  fituation 
0  Mr.  Lovelace  and  I  were  in  when 
my  brother  arriyed  from  Scotland. 

The  iBoment  Mr.  Lovclacc't  vifits 
vere  mentioned  to  him,  he,  without 
citiiGr  hefitatloo  or  apology,  exprefTed 
hh  di&p{irobation  of  them  •    He  foand 

rt  daws  in  his  cbara£ler,  and  took 
liberty  to  fay,  in  fb  many  words, 
tbat  be  wondered  how  it  came  into  the 
beads  of  his  ancles  to  encourage  foch  a 
tnn  for  either  of  his  fitters:  at  the  fame 
time  returning  his  dianks  to  my  father 
fordecibing  nit  confent  till  be  arrived, 
in  fbch  a  manner,  I  thooght,  as  a  fuoe- 
rior  would  do,  when  he  commended  an 
inferior  for  having  well  performed  his 
inty'm  his  abfence. 

He  )uftifled  his  avowed  inveteracy  by 
eonmoa  hme,  and  by  what  he  had 
known  of  him  at  college^  declaring, 
tax  be  bad  ever  hated  him;  ever  ihoold 
bite  him;  and  woold  never  own  him 
tot  t  brother,  or  me  for  a  filter,  if  I 
aoniedhim. 

That  early  antipathy  I  have  heard 
xcoonted  for  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  Lovelace  was  always  noted  for 
bis  fincity  and  courage;  and  no  lefs, 
hfeeois,  tor  the  fv^^ift  and  farprizing 
progrefshe  made  in  all  parts  of^Iitera- 
tare:  for  diligence  in  his  Indies,  in  the 
boon  of  ilady,  he  had  hardly  his  equal . 
Thit,it  feems,  was  bis  general  cbaraAer 
at  the  univerfity;  and  it  gained  bim 
maay  friends  among  the  more  learned; 
vhtKdiofewho  did  not  love  him,  fear- 
ed bim,  by  reafbn  of  the  offence  his 
vivacity  made  him  too  ready  to  give, 
and  ot  the  courage  he  fhewed  in  fop- 
fertiog  the  offence  when  given;  which 
ftocored  him  as  many  followers  as  he 
pleaTed  among  the  mifchievous  fort.— 
Mo  very  amiabie  charaft^,  you  will 
6y,  itpoo  the  whole. 

Bm  my  brothef*s  ttiffptf  was  not 
fiiore  hsqppj.  His  nttiv9  hanghtinefs 
coald  Dot  bear  a  fuperiovity  To  vifible; 
'  ftdwhom  we  fear  more  ttin  love,  we 
ire  Bot  &r  from  hating:  and  having 
left  command  of  his  pafSons  than  the 
other,  be  was  evermore  the  fubjeft  of 
lus  pcrhapt  indiceMt  ridicule;  fo  that 
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they  never  met  without  qtiarrelling. 
And  every-body,  either  from  love  or 
fear,  fiding  with  hisantajponifl,  he  had 
a  moft  uneafy  time  of  it  while  both 
continued  in  the  fame  college.  It  was 
the  lefs  wonder,  therefore,  that  a  yonn^ 
man  who  is  not  noted  for  the  gentle- 
nefs  of  his  temper,  fbould  refume  an 
antipathy  early  begtrn,  and  fo  deeply 
rooted. 

He  found  my  fifbr,  who  waited  but 
for  the  occafion,  ready  to  join  him  in 
his  refentments  againfl  the  man  he 
hated .  She  utterly  difclaimed  all  man  - 
ner  of  regard  for  him:  never  liked  him 
at  all;  his  eflate  was  certainly  much 
incumbered;  it  was  impo^ble  it  ihould 
be  otherwife,  fo  entirety  defoted  as  he 
was  to  his  pleafures.  He  kept  no 
houfe;  had  no  equipage:  nobody  pre- 
tended that  he  wanted  pride;  the  rea- 
fon  therefore  was  eafy  to  be  euefled  at. 
And  then  did  the  boaft  or,  and  my 
brother  praife  her  for,  refulirtg  himt 
and  both  joined,  on  all  occafions,  to 
depreciate  him,  and  not  feldom  made 
the  occafiotis;  their  difpleafure  again fl 
him  caufing  every  fubjeft  to  run  into 
this,  if  it  began  not  with  it. 

I  was  not  folicitous  to  vindicate  him 
when  I  was  not  joined  in  their  rcflec- 
^tions.  I  told  them,  I  did  not  val  ue  him 
enough  to  make  a  difference  in  the  fa- 
mily on  his  account:  and  as  he  vi^as  fup- 
pofed  to  have  given  too  much  caufe  for 
their  ill  opinion  of  him,  I  thought  he 
ought  to  take  the  confCquence  of  his 
own  faults. 

Now-and-then,  indeed,  when  I  ob- 
ferved  that  their  vehemence  carried  them 
beyond  all  bounds  of  probability  in 
their  charges  againft  him,  I  thought  it 
but  juftice  to  put  in  a  word  for  him. 
But  this  only  fubje6led  me  to  reproach, 
as  having  a  prepofTeflion  in. his  favour 
which  I  would  not  own.— So  that, whcA 
I  could  not  change  the  fubjc£l,  I  ufed 
to  retire  cither  to  my  mufick,  or  to  ray 
clofct. 

Their  behaviour  to  him  when  they 
could  not  help  feeing  him,  was  very  cold 
lind  difobliging;  but  as  yet  not  di- 
reftly  affrontive.  For  they  were  in  hope* 
of  prevailing  upon  my  fatbcr  to  forbid 
his  site.  But,  a^  there  was  nothmg 
in  his  behaviour  that  might  warrant 
fuch  a  treatment  of  a  man  of  his  birth 
and  fortune,  they  fucceeded  not:  and 
then  thev  were  very  earned  with  me  to 
forbid  tnem,  I  aAced,  what  authority 
C  I  had 
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I  had  to  Uke  fucli  a  ftep  in  my  father's 
lioufe;  and  when  my  behaviour  to  him 
^as  fo  diftant  that  he  feemed  to  be  as 
much  the  gueft  of  any  other  perfon  of 
tlie  family*  themfelves  excepted,  as 
mine?  In  revenge,  thc^  told  me,  that 
It  was  cunning  management  between 
VS;  and  that:  we  both  underftood  one 
another  better  than  we  pretended  to  do. 
And  at  laft  they  gave  fuch  a  loofe  to 
their  paiTions,  all  of  a  fudden  *',  as  I 
may  fay,  that  inftead  of  withdrawing, 
as  they  ufed  to  do  when  he  came,  they 
threw  themfelves  in  his  way  purpofely 
to  affront  him. 

Mr.  I^ovelace,  you  may  believe,  very 
ill -brooked  this:  out  neverthelefs  con- 
tented hi  mfelf  to  complain  of  it  tomcj 
in  high  terms,  however,  telling  me  that, 
but  for  my  fake,  my  brother*s  treat- 
ment of  him  was  not  to  be  borne. 

I  was  forry  for  the  merit  this  gave 
Iiim  in  his  own  opinion  with  mc;  and 
the  more,  as  fome  of  the  affronts  he  re- 
ceived were  too  flagrant  to  be  excufed: 
but  I  told  him  that  I  was  determined 
not  to  fall  out  with  my  brother,  if  I 
.  could  help  ity  whateyer  faults  he  had; 
and,  fmce  they  could  not  fee  one  ano- 
ther with  temper,  ihoUld  be  glad  that 
lie  would  not  throw  himfelf  in  my  bro- 
ther's way  J  and  I  was  fure  my  brother 
would  not  feek  bim. 

He  was  very  much  nettled  at  this  an- 
fwer:  but  faid,  he  muft  bear  his  affronts 
if  I  would  have  it  fo.  He  had  been  ac- 
cufed  himfelf  of  violence  in  his  tem- 
per; but  he  hoped  to  (hew  on  this  oc- 
cafion  that  he  had  a  command  of  his 
padions  which  few  young  men,  fo 
fiighly  provoked,  would  be  ahU  to 
ihewj  and  doubted  not  but  it  would  be 
attributed  to  a  proper  moti've  by  a  per- 
fon of  my  gencrofity  and  penetration.  . 
My  brother  had  juft  before,  with 
the  approbation  of  my  uncles,  employed 
a  perfon,  related  to  a  difcharged  bailiff 
.  or  fteward  of  Lord  M.  who  had  had 
the  management  of  ibme  part  of  Mr. 
X^oyelace's  affairs,  (from  which  he  was 
ailfb  difmifred  by  him)  to  enquire  into 
bis  debts,  after  his  companions,  into 
'  his  amours,  and  the  like. 

My  auntHcrvey,  in  confidence,  gave 
me  the  following  particulars  of  what 
the  man  faid  of  him. 

That  he  was  a  generous  landlord^ 
that  he  fpared  nothing  for  folid  and 


lalling  improvements  tipon  his  eftate; 
and  that  he  looked  into  his  own  affairs, 
and  underftood  them:  that  he  had  beea 
vcryexpcnGvc  when  abroad,  and  con- 
tra£!cd  a  large  debtj  (for  he  made  no 
fccrct  of  his  affairs)  yet  chofe  to  limit 
himfelf  to  an  annual  fum,  and  to  de- 
cline equipage,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
obliged  to  his  uncle  and  aunts,  from 
whom  be  might  have  what  money  he 
pleafcd;  but  that  he  was  very  jealous  of 
their  controul;  had  often  quarrels  with 
them;  and  treated  them  fo  freely,  that 
they  were  all  afraid  of  him.     How- 
ever, that  his  cfbte  was  never  mort- 
gaged, as  my  brother  had  heard  it  wasf 
his  credit  was  always  high;  and  the 
man  believed  he  was,  by  this  time,  near 
upon,  if  not  quite,  clcarof  the  world. 
He  was  a  fad  gentleman,  he  faid,  as 
to  women :— if  his  tenants  had  pretty 
daughters,  they  chofe  to  keep  them  out 
of  his  fight.     He  believed  he  kept  no 
particular  miftrefs;    for  he  had  heard 
ne^ehyy  (that  was  the  man's  word) 
was  every- thing  with  him.  But  for  his* 
uncle's  and  aunt's  teazings,  the  man 
fancied  he  would  not  think  of  mar- 
riage.    He  was  never  known  to  be  dif- 
guiied  with  liquor;   but  was  a  great 
plotter,  and  a  greater  writer:  that  he 
lived  a  wild  life  in  town,  by  what  he 
had  heard;  had  fix  or  feven  companions 
as  bad  as  himfelf,  whom,  now- and • 
then,  he  brought  down  with  him;  and 
the  country  was  always  glad  when  they 
went  up  again.    He  would  have  it  that, 
although  paffionate,  he  was  good-hu- 
moured; loved  as  well  to  take  a  jefl  as 
to  give  one;  and  would  railly  himfelf, 
upon  occafion,  the  freefl  of  any  man 
he  ever  knew. 

This  was  his  character  from  an  ene- 
my; for,  as  my  aunt  obferved,  every- 
thing the  man  faid  commendably  of 
him  came  grudeingly,  with  a  MuJ§ 
meds  fay-^fo  doliim  jufiicCy  &c.  while 
the  coniraiy  was  delivered  with  a  free 
good- will.  And  this  character,  as  a 
worfe  was  expe^ed,  though  this  was 
bad  enough,  not  anfwering  the  end  of 
enquiring  after  it,  my  brother  and  filler 
were  more.apprehenfive  than  befoni,that 
his  addrefs  would  be  encouraged,  fiiice 
the  worfl  part  of  it  was  known,  or  fup. 
pofed,  when  he  was  firft  introduced  t« 
my  fiftcr. 
But,  with  regard  to  myielf,  I  mud 
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«b(?rve  in  Ms  disfavour,  that,  notwith- 
i(an<jing  the  merit  he  wanted  to  make 
with  me  for  his  patience  upon  my  bro- 
iha\  in  treatment  of  him,  I  owed  him 
«o  conopliments  for  trying  to  conciliate 
w'uhhat.  Not  that  I  believe  it  wouM 
bate  fignified  any  thing  if  he  bdd  made 
ever  focb  court  cither  to  him  or  to  my 
lifer;  yet  one  mi^ht  have  expelled  from 
a  man  of  bis  poTitenefs,  and  from  his 
pfTdTDGons,  you  koow,  that  he  would 
nave  been  wiliingr  to  try:  inftead  of 
vlHch,  be  (hewed  fach  a  contempt  both 
of  my  brother  and  fifter,  efpecially  my 
brother,  as  was  conftroed  into  a  defi- 
aaceof  them;  and  for  me  to  have  hint- 
ed at  an  alteration  in  his  behaviour  to 
mybrother^was  an  advantage  I  knew  he 
would  have  been  proud  of;  and  which, 
therefore,  I  had  no  mind  to  give  him. 
fiot  I  doubted  not  that,  having  Co  very 
Iftde  encouragement  from  <i;r^-body, 
his  pride  would  loon  take  fire,  and  he 
'vouidof  himieif  difcontinue  his  vifits, 
or  go  to  town;  where,  till  he  came  ac- 
qoalnted  with  our  familyjheufcd  chiefly 
to  r«6de:  and  in  this  latter  cafe  be  had 
80  rcafbn  toexpe6l  that  I  would  receive, 
Bnch  lefs  anpiver,  his  letters;  the  oc- 
cafioa  which  had  led  me  to  receive  anj 
of  h'i  being  by  thi«  time  over. 

But  my  brother's  antipathy  would 
Bot  permit  him  to  lAMit  for  Tuch  an 
event;  and  after  fcveral  exceffes, which 
Mr.  Levciace  ftill  returned  with  con. 
tempt,  and  a  hanghtinefs  too  much  like 
that  of  the  asgreflbr,  my  brother  took, 
uponhimfeirto  fill  up  the  door- way 
or.ce  wiien  he  came,  as  if  to  oppofe  his 
ectrar.ce:  and,  upon  his  aiking  for  me, 
demanded  what  his  buttnefs'was  with 
bis  £fter. 

The  other,  with  a  challenging  air,  as 
ny  brother  fayt,  told  him  he  would  an- 
fwer  a  gentleman  any  queftion;  but  he 
wished  chat  iMr.  James  Harlowe,  who 
bad  of  late  given  himfelf  high  airs, 
wonld  remember  that  he  was  not  noiv 
at  college. 

Juft  then  the  good  Do6lor  Lewen, 
who  frequently  honours  me  with  a  'vijit 
(ff  cnver/alun,  as  be  is  pleafed  to  call 
it,  and  had  parted  with  m«  in  my  own 
parlour,  came  to  the  door;  and,  heat  ing 
the  words,  interpofed,  both  haying  their 
Innds  upon  their  fwords:  and  telling 
Mr.  Lovelace  where  I  was,  he  burft  by 
Of  brother  to  come  to  me;  leaving  him 
chafing,  he  faid^  like  a  hunted  ^ar  at 


This  alarmed  us  all.  Mv  father  was 
pleafed  to  hint  to  Mr.  Lovelace,  that  he 
wifhed  he  would  difcontinue  his  vifits, 
for  the  peace- fak^  of  the  family:  and  I, 
by  his  command,  fpoke  a  great  deal 
plainer. 

But  Mr.  Lovelace  is  a  man  not  eafily 
brought  to  give  up  his  purpofe,  efpe- 
cially in  a  pointwhereinhepietendsliis 
heart  is  fo  much  engagod :  and  no  ab- 
folute  prohibition  having  been  given, 
things  went  on  for  a  little  while  as  be- 
fore^  for  I  faw  plainly  that  to  havedf- 
nicd  myfelf  to  his  vifits,  (which,  how- 
ever, 1  declined  receiving  as  often  as  I 
could)  was  to  bring  forward  fomc  deC-^ 
perate  iffue  between  the  twoj  fince  the 
offence  fo  readily  given  on  one  fide  was 
brooked  by  the  other  only  out  of  confi- 
deration  to  me. 

And  thus  did  my  brother's  ra(hne fs 
lay  me  under  an  obligation  where  I 
would  leaft  have  owed  it. 

The  intermediate  propofals  of  Mr. 
Symmes  and  Mr.  Muilins,  both  (itx 
turn)  encouraged  by  my  brother,  in- 
ducpd  him  to  be  more  patient  for  a 
while,  as  nobody  thought  me  ovei*  for- 
ward in  Mr.  Lovelace's  favourj  for  he 
hoped  that  he  fhould  engage  my  father 
and  uncles  to  approve  of  the  oye  or  the 
other  in  oppofition  to  the  man  ne  batetl. 
But  when  he  found  that  I  had  intercft 
enough  to  difengage  myiclf  from  the 
addrelfe^i  of  thole  gentlemen,  as  I  had 
^before  he  went  to  Scotland,  and  be. 
fore  Mr.  Lovelaee  vifited  hejie)  of  Mr. 
Wyerley's,  he  then  kept  no  mcafures: 
and  firit  fet  himfelf  to  upbraid  me  for 
a  fuppofed  prepolfeffion,  which  he  tieit- 
ed  as  if  it  were  criminal;  and  then  to 
infult  Mr.  Lovelace  in  perfon,  at  Mr. 
Edward  Synimes's,  the  brother  of  the 
other  Symmes,  two  miles  olf;  and  no 
good  Doctor  Lewen  being  there  to  in- 
terpofe,  the  unhappy  rencotmter  fol- 
lowed. My  brother  was  dilarmed,  as 
you  have  heard j  and  on  being  brouq^ht 
home,  and  giving  us  ground  to  I'uppofe 
he  was  much  worfe  hurt  than  he  really 
was,  and  a  fever  enfuing,  every  one 
flamed  outj  and  all  was  laid  at  my 
door. 

Mr.  Lovelace  for  three  days  toge*. 
tber  fent  twice  each  day  to  enquire  after 
m.y  brother's  health i  and  although  he 
received  rude  and  eveT\ (hocking  returns^ 
he  thought  fit  on  ihe  fourth  d;iy  to  make 
in  perfon  the  fame  enquiries;  and  rtt 
ceived  Itill  greater  incivilities  from  my 
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two  ancles^  who  faappeoed  to  be  both 
there.  My  father  al(o  was  held  by  force 

{rom  going  to  him  with  hit  fword  ia  his 
lai^j  altl^ugh  he  had  the  gout  upo« 
liiiD. 

I  fainted  away  with  terror,  feeing 
4Sirery  one  (6  violeot,  and  hearing  Mr. 
I^ivelace  fwear  that  he  would  not  depart 
till  he  had  made  my  uncles  aik  his  par* 
don  for  the  indignities  he  had  received 
at  their  hands^  a  door  being  held  faft- 
locked  between  him  and  them.  My 
mother  all  the  time  was  praying  and 
^rugglins  to  withold  my  nither  in  die 
great  parlour.  Meanwhile,  my  iifter, 
who  nad  treated  Mr.  Lovelace  with 
virulence,  came  in  to  me,  and  infulted 
me  as  faft  as  I  tecovered.  But  when  Mr. 
J^ovelace  was  told  how  ill  I  was,  he  de- 
parted; neverthelf  fs  vowiag  revenge. 

He  was  aver  a  favourite  with  our  do- 
pefticks.  His  bounty  to  them,  and  hav- 
ing always  fomethiog  facetious  to  fay 
tQ  each,  had  made  them  all  of  his  party : 
iand  on  this  occaiion  they  privately 
blai^  every-body  elie,  and  reported 
)iis  calm  and  gentlemanly  behaviour 
(tUl  the  provocations  given  him  ran 
very  high)  in  fuch  favourable  terms, 
that  tho£i  reports,  and  my  apprehen- 
fidns  of  the  confequence  of  this  treat- 
menty  induced  me  to  nsd  a  UtUr  he 
ient  me  thatnightj  and,  it  being  writ- 
ten ia  the  moftrefpeftful  terms,  (o&r- 
ing  to  fttbmit  the  whole  to  my  deci(ion» 
*  iindto  govern  himfelf  entirely  by  my 
will)  t$ anpwtr  it  fome  days  after. 

«To  this  unhappy  neceflity  was  owing 
ear  renewed  correfponttence)  as  I  may 
call  it  I  yet  I  did  not  write  till  I  had  in^ 
formed  myfelf  from  Mr.  Symmes'f 
brother,  that  he  was  really  infulted  in- 
to the  a6k  of  drawing  his  fword  by  my 
brother*s  repeatedly  threatening  (upon 
his  excufukg  himfelf  out  of  regard  tp 
ine)  to  brand  him  if  he  did  not;  and,  by 
mil  the  enquiry  I  could  make,  that  he 
was  again  fh^  fuitrer  from  my  uncles 
in  a  moie  violent  manner  thaii  I  have 
related. 

The  fame  circumftances  were  related 
to  my  father  and  other  rf  lationf  by  Mr. 
$ymmes|  but  they  had  gone  too  far  in 
saaking  themfelves  parties  to  the  quar- 
rel  either  to  fetrafl  or  forsiyei  and  I 
was  forbidden  to  correfpond  with  him^ 
pr  to  be  ieen  a  moment  in  hta  cosa* 
pany,        ' 

One  thins,  however,  I  can  fay,  bnt 
^9t  in  con£deqce»  bccaufc  my  la^thei 


commanded  me  not  to  nsemion  St:  tkal^ 
Cj^pre^ngher  apprehenfion  of  th&con* 
fequences  of  the  indignities  offered  t» 
Mr.  Lovelace,  (be  toul  me  (be  woul4 
leave  it  to  my  prudence  to  do  all  I  could 
to  prevent  the  impending  mifchief  oa 
we  fide. 

I  am  obliged  to  break  off.  But  I  be* 
lieve  I  have  written  enough  to  anfwer 
very  fully  all  that  you  have  required  of 
me.  It  is  not  for  a  child  to  ieek  to  clear 
her  own  charafter,  or  to  jaftifv  her  ac* 
tions,  at  the  expence  of  the  moft  revered 
ones:  yet,  as  J  know  that  the  account 
of  all  tnofe  farther  proceedings  by  whicia 
I  may  be  affe^ed,  will  be  interefting  to 
fo  dear  a  friend,  (who  will  communis 
cate  to  others  no  more  than  what  is  fit* 
ting)  I  will  continue  to  write,  as  I  bar* 
opportunity,  as  minutely  as  we  are  ufed 
to  write  to  each  other.  Indeed,  I  have 
no  delight,  as  I  have  often  told  you^ 
equal  to  that  which  I  take  in  converfin^ 
with  you— by  Ittttf^  when  I  cannot  ia 
ferffin. 

Mean  time,  I  cannot  help  faying,  that 
I  am  exceedingly  concerned  to  find  that 
I  am  become  fo  much  the  publick  taUc 
as  you  tell  me  I  am .  Your  kind,  your 
precauthaofyt  regard  for  ro^  fame,  and 
the  opportunity  yo«  have  given  me  t9 
tell  my  own  ftory  previous  to  any  ne^nr 
accident,  (which  Heaven  avert!)  is  G^ 
like  the  warm  friend  I  have  ever  found 
in  my  dear  Miiii  Howe,  that,  with  re- 
doubled obligation,  you  bind  une  to  bff 
your  0V.er'gr0U4ful  and  ^eSkumte^ 

Clarissa  HAHtowE. 


COFY  <>^  THB  RI^<^ESTED  PKBAM^r 
BLE  TO  THE  CLAUSES  IN  HB% 
QRAIf DFATi|C1t.'s  WILL:  IN€LO$-> 
ED  IN  THB  PRECEDING  LBTTERf 

4  AS  the  particular  eftate  I  hav^  HMD- 
<^  <  tioned  and  dcfcribed  above  if 

<  principally  of  my  own  raifing— A^ 
^  my  three  ions  have  been  uncommonly 
*  profperottS|  and  are  very  richt  the 

<  eldekby  means  of  the  uncxpeAed  be» 

<  ncltt<  he  reaps  from  his  new-found 

<  mines;  the  (bcond,  by  what  hasy  a^ 

<  unexpeQ»dly,  fallen  in  to  him  on  the 
«  deaths  of  ieveral  relationtof  his  pre- 
f  lent  wile,  the  vforthy  daughter  by 

<  both  fide^  of  ycry  hoaoMrable  faaii- 

<  lies,  over  and  above  the  very  las|^ 
'  portion  which  he  mceived  with  her  aii 
«  marriage)  my  fon  Antony  by  his  Eaftr 
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'li£a  trs£ck  aA4  fucctfsfol  vo^- 

*  ^ps-*As  fortherinore  my  gntMm 

*  Janet  vUl  be  Sufficiently  provi<ie«l  for 

*  hfhk  gnndmotkcrLovell'skiiuloeie 

*  tp  bim*  who,  baling  jio  near  rela^ 
'  tioDS,  bath  aflurcd  me  that  ihe  bath, 

*  IS  vdl  bv  deed  of  gift  as  by  will,  left 
'  UiB  both  her   Scottitti  and  Englift 

*  ciaiesi  for  never  was  tbere  a  faaui|r 
'  awne  pfoijpatAn  in  all  it's  branches, 

*  blefled  be  God  therefore.-- And  as  mf 
'  iaid  foD  James  will  vcnr  jirobably 
'  sake  it  op  to  my  graiid<<hughter  A- 
'  nbelta,  to  whom  I  intend  no  difre. 
'  ift8t,  aor  have  rea/bn^  for  (he  is  a 
'  very  hopeful  and  dutiful  child-— And 
'  as  my  ftoDS,  John  and  Antony,  ieem 
'  aot  iadincd  to  a  mairied  life,  £>  that 
'  Biyiba  Janes  ia  the  inly  one  who  has 

*  cmldren,  or  is  likely  to  baye  any-— 
'  For  all  tbeic  reaions,  and  becauiemy 
'  dcareft  and  beloved  grand-daughter 
'  Clariflk  bath  been  from  ber  infancy  a 
'  malrhiefs  Toang  creature  in  her  duty 
'  to  me,  ana  admired  by  all  who  knew 
'  her  as  a  very  extraordiAary  chiid;  I 

*  aiaft  thenefore  take  the  pieafure  of 

*  coofidcring  her  as  my  own  peculiar 
'  child|  and  this  without  intending  of- 
'  isnqfes  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  taken 

*  as  anv»  fince  my  Ion  James  can  be- 

*  flow  Au  favours  accordingly,  and  in 

*  fleater  proportion,  npon  his  fon 
'  }aQca,  and  upon  his  daughter  Ai-a- 
'  beila.    Thcie,  I  (ay,  are  the  realbns 

*  which  move  metodifpoAof  the  above* 
'  deicrlbedeftate  in  the  precious  child's 

*  £ivour,  wlio  is  the  delight  of  my  old 
'  age:  and,  I  verily  think,  has  contri- 

*  boted,  by  ber  amiable  duty  and  kind 
^  and  tender  regards,  to  prolong  my 

*  Wherefore  it  is  my  exprefs  will 

*  aad  copiniandment,  and  I  enjoin  my 

*  faid  three  ions  John,  James,  and  An - 
'  toay,  and  my  grandson  James,  and 
'  my  grand -daughter  Arabella,  as  they 

*  value  my  bleffing,  and  will  regard  my 
'  memory,  and  would  wiib  their  own 
<  laft  wills  andde£res  to  be  fulfilled  by 
'  tfor  furvivors,  that  thc^  will  not  im- 

*  pagn  or  conteft  the  following  be* 
'  qncfts  and  dcviies  in  favour  of  my  iaid 

*  grand  •  daughter  Clarifia,  although 

*  uiey  Humid  not  be^ri^ly  con  form  a- 
f  ble  to  iaw,.ortotbe  forms  thereof)  nor 
f  CtSes  tbom  to  be  controverted  ordif-* 
f  pated  00  an  J  pretence  wbatlbever. 

1  /bi4  m  thi|  wafu^ag^t,6cc,^.6cQ^* 


LETTEH    V. 


MISS  CL4llIfSA  HAnV,OWE,  TO  SUM 
UOWI« 

IHave  been  hindered  from  profecut- 
tng  my  intention.  Neither  nighta 
nor  niami(igs  have  beea  my  own.  Mf 
mother  has  been  very  ill,  and  would 
have  no  other  noiie  but  me.  I  have  not 
iirrcd  from  her  bad-fide,  (fior  (be  kept 
her  bedj)  and  two  nights  I  had  the  ho* 
nour  ot  Iharii'g  it  wiui  her. 

Her  diibrder  was  a  vcrj  violent  co- 
lick.  The  contentions  oi^theie  fiero^ 
thefe  naicnlioe  fpints,  aad  the  apprfr* 
healion  of  mifchicfs  that  may  anie  frooi 
the  encreafiog  animofity  wmch  all  hgrf 
haveagainft  Mr.  Lovelace,  and  i>u  ton*- 
well  known  reftnting  and  intrepid  char 
ra£ler,  the  cannot  bear.  Then  the  foun- 
dations laid,  as  (he  dreads,  for  jeaJnofy 
and  heart  burnings  in  her  own  famdyp 
late  fo  happy  and  ib  united,  affliA  ex- 
ceedingly a  gentle  and  icnfible  osindL 
which  has  from  the  beginning,  on  all 
occafions,  facrificed  it*s  own  inward  ia« 
tisfadion  to  outward  peace.  M v  bro- 
ther and  fifteri  who  ufisd  very  ottsn  it 
jar,  are  now  j(b  entirely  one,  and  am  ^ 
much  together,  (tabaiUng  was  the  wer# 
that  dropped  from  my  mother*s  lips,  a^ 
if  at  unawares)  that  (he  is  very  fearfid 
of  the  consequences  that  may  follow. 
To  my  prejudice,  perhaps,  is  her  kind 
concern j  fince  (be  iees  that  they  behaa^ 
to  me  everv  hour  with  more  and  more 
ihynefs  ami  referve:  yet,  would  Ihe  bo^ 
exert  that  auihority  which  the  fuperi^ 
oritv  of  her  fine  talents  gives  hci',  a]| 
theie  family -feuds  might,  perhaps,  bn 
extinguiihcd  in  their  bat  yet  bttlin* 
nings}  efpecially  as  (he  may  be  zSwctA 
that  all  fitting  conccfilons  (hall  be  made 
by  me,  not  only  as  my  brother  and  fifter 
are  my  cldeis,  but  for  the  fake  of  fo«j(. 
cellent  and  fo  indulgent  a  mother. 

For,  if  I  may  fay  to  y  ou,my  dear, what 
I  would  not  to  any  other  perfon  living, 
it  is  my  opinion  that,  had  (he  been  of  a 
temper  that  would  have  borne  lefs,  (ha 
would  have  had  ten  times  lefs  to  bear 
than  (he  has  had.  No  commendation, 
you  will  fay,  of  the  generofity  of  tho(t 
fpiriu  which  can  turn  to  it*s  own  dif^. 
quiet  (o  much  condefcending  grgodneis. 

Upon  my  !word  I  am  iometimef 
*  tempted 
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tempted  to  tbinjc  that  we  ni:iy  make  (he 
world  alKjw  for  snd  refpeA  us  as  wc 
pleafe,  if  we  can  but  be  fturdy  in  our 
wills,  and  fet  oat  accordingly.  It  tsbut 
being  the  tefi  beJoved'forit,that  is  all: 
and  if  we  have  power  to  oblige  thofe 
wc  have  to  do  with,  it  will  not  appear 
to  us  that  we  aic.  Our  flatterers  will 
tell  us  anything  fooner  than  our  faults, 
or  wiiat  they  know  we  do  not  like  to 
bear.  ^ 

Were  there  not  truth  in  this  obfcrva- 
tion,  is  it  poflible  that  my  brother  and 
£fter  could  make  their  very  failings, 
their  vehemences,  of  fuch  importance 
to  all  the  family?  •  How  will  my  fin  ^ 

•  how  will  my  nefbetv,  take  this  or  that 

•  meafure?  What  will  i&r fay  to  it?  Let 

•  QS  confult  him  about  it  5'  are  refe- 
teaces  always  previous  to  every  refolu- 
tsoB  taken  by  his  fuperiors,  whofe  wiH 
ought  to  be  nis.  Well  may  he  expert 
to  be  treated  with  this  deference  by  every 
other  perfon,  when  my  father  himfelf, 
generally  ib  abfolute,  conftantly  pays  it 
to  him;  and  the  more  fince  his  god- 
mother's bounty  has  given  indepen- 
dence  to  a  fpirit  that  was  before  under 
too  little  reftraint.  But  whither  may 
tbcfe  reflections  lead  hie !  I  know  you 
do  not  love  any  of  us  but  my  mother 
and  me;  and,  being  above  all  difguifes, 
make  me  fenfible  that  yon  do  not  oftener 
than  I  wi(h.  Ought  I  then  to  add  force 
to  your  diflikes  of  thofe  whom  I  wifti 
yoo  to  like? — of  n\y  father  efpeci ally 5 
for  he,  alas!  has  fome  excufe  for  his 
impatience  of  contradiction.  He  is  not 
watnralh  an  ill-tempered  man;  and  in 
iiis  perion  and  air,  and  in  his  converfa- 
tion  too,  when  not  under  the  torture  of 
a  gouty  paroxyfm,  every- body  diftin* 
gui(fkes  the  gentleman  born  and  edu- 
^ted. 

Our  fcx  perhaps  muft  expeft  to  bear 
a  IMc'-^uncourilinefi  fliall  I  call  it?— 
from  the  bufband  whom  as  the  lo*ver 
they  let  know  the  preference  their  hearts 
gave  him  to  all  other  men.^Say  what 
they  will  of  gcnerofity  being  a  7nanly 
Tirtuc;  but  upon  my  word,  my  dear,  I 
have  ever  yet  ohfcrved,  that  it  is  not  to 
be  met  with  in  that  fex  one  time  in  ten 
that  it  is  to  be  found  in  ours.  But  my 
father  was  foured  by  the  cruel  dillemper 
I  ha%'e  named;  which  fetzed  him  all  at 
once  in  the  very  prime  of  life,  in  fo  vio* 
lent  a  manner  as  to  take  from  the  moft 
aftive  of  minds,  as  his  was,  all  power 
of  aClivity,  aind  that  in  all  appearance 


for  life.— Tt  imprifoned,  as  I  may  faj! 
his  lively  Spirits  in  himfelf^  and  turno 
the  edge  of  them  againii  his  own  peac< 
his  extraordinaryjprofpertty  adding.  t< 
his  impatiency.  Tnofe,  I  believe*  v^b* 
want  the  feweft  earthly  bleflingSy  mol 
regret  that  they  want  any. 

,  But  my  brother!  what  excufe  can  b 
made  for  his  haughty  and  reorofe  tenj 
per?  He  is  really,  my  dear,  I  am  forr; 
to  have  occafion  to  fay  it,  an  ill-tem 
pcred  young  man;  and  treats  my  1x10 
therfometimes— Indeed  he  is  not  doti 
ful.— But,  pofleffing  every  thing,  h 
has  the  vice  of  age  mingled  with  the  a.fn 
bition  of  youth,  and  enjoys  nothing— 
but  his  own  haughtinefs  and  ill-tem 
per,  I  was  going  to  fay.— -Yet  again  an 
I  adding  force  to  your  diflikes  of  fom 
of  us.— Once,  my  dear,  it  was  per 
haps  in  your  power  to  have  mouicle< 
him  as  you  nlcafcd.— Could  you  hav 
been  my  filter »^Then  had  I  had  : 
friend  in  a  fifter.— But  no  wondoi*  tha 
he  does  not  love  you  now;  who  cou1< 
nipfn  the  bud,  and  thatwithadifdain 
let  me  fay,  too  much  of  kin  to  hi 
haughtinefs,  a  paflion  that  would  no 
have  wanted  a  fervor  worthy  of  the  ob 
j<:£V;  and  which  poiTibly  would  havi 
made  him  worthy. 

But  no  more  of  this.  I  willprofecnt* 
my  former  intention  in  my  next;  whicl 
I  will  fit  down  to  as  foon  as  birakfal 
is  over;  difpatching  this  by  the  melTen 
gcr  whom  you  have  fo  kindly  fent  t< 
enquire  after  us  on  my  filence.  Meat 
time,  I  am,  your  moft  affe8wtat€  am 
obliged  friend  and  fer'vanty 

Cl.Harlowe 


LETTER   VI. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARL0WE»TO  MISS 
HOWE, 

MARLOWE  PtACV,    JAK.  aO 

I  Will  now  refume  my  narrative  o 
proceedings  here.  My  brother  be 
ing  in  a  good  way,  although  you  ma] 
be  fure  that  his  refentments  are  rathe 
heightened  than  abated  by  the  galling 
difgrace  he  has  received,  my  fricndj 
(my  father  and  uncles,  however^  if  no 
ray  brother  and  filler)  begin  ta  thin  I 
that  I  have  been  treated  unkindly.  M] 
motlier  has  been  fo  good  as  to  tell  tsk^ 
this  fInce  I  f^^t  away  my  laft. 

Jilfvcrtbelef 
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Keverthekfs  I  beliere  they  all  think. 
dut  I  rcccirc  Icttrrs  from  Mr.  Lovc- 
lacr.  But  Lord  M.  hcing inclined  ra- 
ther to  Aipport  than  to  bFame  his  ne- 
pftew,  tkey  Cem-  to  be  fo  much  afraid 
of  Mr.  LovelacCy  that  they  do  not  put 
it  to  me  whether  I  do  or  notj  conniviug 
oo  the  contrary,  as  it  fiiould  feem,  at 
ike  only  method  left  to  allay  the  vehe- 
Dcccc  of  a  fpirit  which  they  have  fo. 
nuch  provoked:  for  he  ftill  infifts  upon 
iaxisfauf^ion  from  my  uncles;  and  this 
foStbly  (foe  he  wants  not  art)  2Lt  the. 
beft  W3y  to  be  introduced  again  with 
ibme  advantage  into  our  family.  And, 
iadeed,  my  aunt  H<rvey  has  put  it  to 
my  mother,  whether  it  were  not  beft  to 
prevail  upon  my  brother  to  take  a  turn 
CO  his  Yorkfliirc  eftate,  (which  he  was 
iDtencit  ng  to  do  before)  and  to  ftay  there 
till  all  is  bJown  oyer. 

Btit  this  is  very  far  from  being  hit 
intention:  for  he  has  already  began,  to 
hiat  a^in,  that  he  ihall  never  be  eafy 
or  fatTsfied  till  I  am  married,  and,  find- 
ing neither  Mr.  SymmesnorMr.Mul- 
lins  will  be  accepted,  has  propofed  Mr. 
Wyerley  once  more,  on  the  fcore  of  his 
great  pafiion  for  me.    This  I  have  a^in 

3'c€tedi  and  but  yefterdav  he  mention- 
ooe  who  has  applied  to  him  by  letter, 
J&aking  bigh  oners.  This  is  Mr. 
SoSmes;  Ri^h  Solines  you  know  they 
C2ll  him.  But  this  application  has  not 
met  wi|h  the  attention  of  one  fingle 
foul. 

If  none  of  his  fchemes  of  getting  me 
married  take  eflfeft,  he  has  thoughts,  I 
am  toJd,  of  propoHng  to  me  to  go  to 
Scotland,  that,  as  the  compliment  is,  I 
may  put  his  houfe  there  in  fuch  order 
as  oar  own  is  in.  But  this  my  mother 
intends  to  oppofc  for  her  own  Ukej  be- 
caofef  having  relieved  her,  as  (he  is 
pleafi»i  to  fay,  of  the  houfhold  cares, 
(for  which  my  fifter,  you  know,  has 
no  torn}  they  mud  agam  devolve  upon 
her  if  I  eo.  And  if  ^r  did  not  op- 
pofc it,  I  Ihoold;  for,  believe  me,  I 
have  no  mind  to  be  his  houfekeeper; 
and  I  am  fure,  were  I  to  go  with  him, 
I  iKnild  be  tj-cated  rather  as  a  fervant 
tins  a  fifter — perhaps,  not  the  better 
bccaufe  I  am  bis  (ifter.  And  if  Mr. 
Lovelace  Ihould  follow  me,  things 
might  be  worfe  than  they  arc  now. 

But  I  have  befoughtmy  mother,  who 
ii  apprebenfive  of  Mr.  Lovelace's  vi- 
fcu,  and  fur  f€Ar  of  whom  my  uncles' 


never  ftirout  without  arms  and  armed 
Ixrrvants,  (my  brother  aJfo  being  near 
well  enough  to  go  abroad)  to  procitrs. 
me  permiHion  to  be  vour  guelt  for  a 
fortnight  or  fo. — Will  your  mother^ 
think  you,  my  dear,  give  mc  leave? 

Idare  notolkloajotoaiy /)tf/r7-i{»i?f//3', 
as  my  good  grandfather  would  call  iti 
for  1  am  now  r^fpaid  of  being  thought 
to  have  a  wifli  to  enjoy  that  indepen- 
dence to  which  his  will  has  entitled  mes 
and  as  matters  are  iituated,  fuch  a  wi4i 
would  be  imputed  to  my  regard  to  the 
man  to  whom  they  have  now  i'o  girat  an 
antipathy.  And,  indeed,  could  I  be 
as  e^fy  and  happy  heie  as  I  ufed  to  be, 
I  would  defy  th:it  man  and  all  his  Ccx^ 
and  never  repent  that  1  have  given  the 
power  of  my  £ut  tune  into  my  father's 
hands. 

*         # 

Just  now,  my  mother  has  rejoiced. 
roe  with  the  news  that  my  rcqueftcd  per- 
miflion  is  giMnted.  Kvcry  one  thinks 
it  befl  that  I  Ihould  go  to  you,  except, 
my  brother.  But  he  was  told,  that  Ae 
muft  not  expe£l  to  rule  in  every  thing. 
I  am  to  be  lent  for  into  the  great  par- 
lour, where  arc  my  two  uncics  and  my 
aunt  Hervey,  and  to  he  acquainted  wuh 
this  conceflion  in  form. 

You  know,  my  dcrir,  that  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  folcmnity  among  us.  But 
never  was  there  a  family  more  united  ia 
it's  different  branches  than  ours.  Our 
uncles  confiJcr  us  as  their  own  chil- 
dren, and  declare,  that  it  is  for  our 
fakes  they  live  finglc.  So  that  they  arc 
advifed  with  upon  every  article  rclntliig 
to  us,  or  that  may  affccl  us.  It  is  there-, 
fore  the  lefs  wonder,  at  a  time  when 
they  underhand  that  Mr,  Lovelace  is 
determined  to  pay  us  an  amicahU  vifit, 
as  he  calls  it,  (but  which  lam  fure  can-, 
not  end  amical3ly)  that  they  (hould  bot!i. 
be  confultcdupon  iht  pctfuifiion  I  had 
defired  to  attend  you. 

#      m 

I  WILL  acquaint  you  with  what  pa nid 
at  the  general  leave  given  mc  to  be  your 
guert.  And  yet  I  know  that  you  will^ 
not  love  wy  brother  the  better  for  mr, 
communication.  Bull  am  angry  with 
him  myfelf,  and  cannot  help  it.  And,- 
befides,  it  is  proper  to  let  you  know  tht'. 
terms  I  go  upon,  and  their  motives  fv;r 
permitting  me  to  go. 

*  Clary,'  faid  my  mother,  as  foo'n  as 
I  entered  the  great  pjrlour,  .<  your  le- 
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•  oneft  togotoMlft  Howe's  fbra  few 

•  days  his  been  taken  into  cpnfidera- 
'  tioiit  and  granted**' 

*  Much  i^inft  mj  liking.  I  aflure 

•  ytn,*  {aid  my  brotbcr»  nSby  inter- 
rupting her. 

*  Son  James!'  laid  my  hthut  and 
knit  his  brofws. 

He  wat  not  daunted*  Hit  arm  H  in 
a  fling.  He  often  has  the  mean  art  to 
look  vpon  tkHy  when  any  thing  is 
hinted  that  may  he  iuppoiedto  lead  to- 
wards the  leaft  favour  to  orreconcih'a- 
don  with  Mr.  Lotelace. — « Let  the^ir/9 

•  then,'*ri  am  often  the  wV/  with  him3 

•  be  pronibited  feeing  that  vile  liber- 

•  tine.' 
Nobody  fpoke. 

*  Do  you  hear,  fifter  Clary  ?'  taking 
their  filence  for  approbation  of  what 
ht  had  didated)  '  you  are  not  to  receive 

•  vifits  from  Lord  M/«  nephew.* 
Every  one  ft  ill  remained  iilent. 

*  Do  you  fo  underftand  the  licence 
'  you  haTe,  Mifs?*  interrogated  he. 

«  I  would  be  glad,  Sir,*  faidi,  *to 

•  underftand  that  you  are  my  brother-^ 
'  and  that  jmr  would  underftand  that 
'  yon  are  tmh  my  brother.* 

*  Othe  fond,  fond  heart!*  with  a 
filter  of  infolt,  lifting  up  his  hands. 

*  Sir,*  laid  I  to  my  father,  « to  your 

•  juftice  I  anpealt  if  I  have  deierved 

•  relleAiott,  let  ment>t  be  (pared.  But 
'  if  I  am  to  be  anfwerable  for  the  rafli- 

•  neft^^ 

*  No  more!— No  more  of  either  fide,* 
fidd  my  father.  *  You  are  not  to  re- 
'  cehre  the  vifitt  of  that  Lovelace, 
'  though—  Nor  are  you,  fon  James, 
^  to  rdle^  upon  your  fifter.  &e  is  a 
•worthy  child.' 

*  Sir,  I  have  done,*  replied  he— *  and 
'  yet  X  have  ber  honour  at  heart,  as 

•  much  at  the  honour  of  the  reft  of  the 

•  family.* 

'  And  bence^  Sir,*  retorted  I,  *  your 

•  ttttbrothcrly  reftcAipnt  upon  me  ?' 

«  Wtll,  but  you  obferve,  Mifs,*  faid 
Ik,  *  diat  it  it  not  /,  but  yow  fatbert 
<  that  telle  you,  that  you  are  not  to  re- 

•  ceive  the  vifitt  of  that  Lovelace.* 

^  Covfin  Harlowe,*  faid  my  aunt 
tUntj^  '  allow  me  t*  lay,  that  my 
'  codin  Clary*t  prudence  may  be  con- 
•fldedin.* 

'  I  nmimvmcfdit  may/  joined  my 


*  But|  aun^-but,  Madam,*  (put  in 
ayfiftar>«><tiicrei§iioh«rt,Ipi«fttmc9 


in  letting  my  fifter  kn^w  £he  conditioii 
(he  goes  to  Mifs  Howe  upon;  fince* 
if  he  gets  a  knack  of  vi(iting  hrr 
there—' 

*  You  may  be  fure,*  interrupted  mf 
uncle  Marlowe,  *  he  will  endeavour  to 

fee  her  there.* 

'  So  would  fuch  an  impudent  man 
bere,*  faid  ray  uncle  Antony  :  *  and 
*tis  better /i^^rr  than  bere,* 

*  Better  m  tx/bere^'*  faid  my  father. 
— •  I  command  vou,*  (turning  to  me) 
'  on  pain  of  dilpleafure,  that  you  fo 

him  not  at  all.* 

<  I  will  not,  Sir,  in  any  wayof  en- 
cou raiment,  I  do  afTorc  yon:  nor 
at  all  if  I  can  properly  avoid  it.* 

*  Yon  know  with  what  indifference,* 
faid  my  mother,  *  ftie  has  hitherto  (een 
'  him.— Her  prudence  may  be  truiled 

to,  as  my  (iftei'Hervey  fays.* 
«  With  what   afta — rent  indifre^ 
*  rcncc!*  drolled  my  orother. 

*  Son  Jamet!*  (aid  my  father  ftemljr* 

*  I  have  done.  Sir,*  faid  he.  But 
apin,  in  a  provoking  manner,  he  re- 
mind ed  me  of  the  prohibition. 

Thut  ended  this  conference. 

Will  you  eneagc,  my  dear,  that  the 
hated  man  (hall  not  come  near  your 
houfe  ?— -But  what  an  inconfifteoce  is 
this,  when  they  confent  to  my  going, 
tliinking  his  vifits  bere  no  otherwife  to 
to  be  avoided!— But  if  he  does  come, 
I  charge  you  never  leave  us  alone  toge- 
ther. 

As  I  have  no  reafon  to  doobt  a  wel- 
come from  ^our  good  mother,  I  wilt 
put  every  thing  in  order  here,  and  be 
with  you  in  two  or  three  days. 

Mean  time,  I  am/tar  mtf/  affeSwi* 
ate  and  obligedp 

Clarissa  Harlowb. 


'  LETTER   m. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWfi»  TO  lf|St 
HOWB, 

[after  nia  aBToan  raoM  aaa.] 

RARtowE  rLAct,  rx8.  aOa 

IBeg  your  excufe  for  not  wiping 
fooner.  Alas,  my  dear,  I  have  (ad 
profpe^ls  before  mel  Mv  brother  and 
After  have  fucceeded  in  all  their  views. 
They  have  found  out  another  lolrer  fof 
mti  an  hideout  onc!«»Yet  he  is  en* 
couraged 
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coangcd  oy  every  "bod  jr.  No  wonder 
that  I  was  ordered  home  fo  fuddcniy. 
'  At  an  hoards  warning!— No  other  no- 
tice, you  know,  than  what  was  brought 
"with  tke  chariot  that  was  to  carry  me 
hack.— >It  was  for  fear,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  £an  unworthy  fear!}  that  I 
flioaki  haveeotoed  into  any  concert 
with  Mr.  Lovelace  had  I  known  their 
rng'svc  forcoirtijjahu^rjg  me  horufi  ^P' 
pjeher.ditig,  it  is  CTident,  thill  fhoufd 
cl:(tiJLe  the  man  they  had  to  propofe  to 
lae- 

And  well  might  they  ipprchend  fo  i 
fcr  who  do  yon  think  he  hf — No  oTher 

ihit;  thai  Sclm€M! Could  you  have 

btJitvtd  it? — And  they  are  all  deter- 
marked  ID09  ray  mother  with  the  reft! — 
Dev,  dear  meellence^  how  could  Ait 
be  thus  brought  over,  when  I  am  af- 
fund,  that  on  hit  £rii  beinEr  propoitd 
ihe  was  plcaftd  to  fay^  that  bad  Mr. 
boimes  the  Indies  in  poJTrfliunp  and 
wiiuld  endow  me  with  ihciHj  ftn-  flioiiid 
not  think  him  deferpingof  her  C'lafifTa! 

The  reception  I  met  with  at  my  re- 
tara,  fi>  ditferent  frcmi  what  I  uicd 
to  meet  with  on  every  little  abfence, 
[and  now  1  had  been  from  them  three 
wedts}  convinced  me  that  I  was  to 
fiiifer  for  the  happinels  I  had  had  in  your 
company  and  converfation  for  that  moft 
agreeable  period..  I  will  give  you  an 
account  ot  it. 

My  brother  met  me  at  the  door»  and 
gave  me  his  hand  when  I  ftepped  out 
^  the  chariot.  He  bowed  vcnry  low; 
•  Pray,  Mifs,  favour  me.'— I  thought 
it  in  good-hmnour;  but  found  it  af- 
terwards mock-refpeJt:  and  to  be  led 
me  in  great  f^rm,  I  prattling  all  the 
way,  enquiring  of  every-  body's  health, 
(aldboogh  I  was  te  (oon  to  fee  them, 
and  there  was  hardly  time  for  anfwers} 
into  die  great  parlour;  where  were  my 
fittho',  mother,  my  two  uncles,  and 

I  was  ftnick  all  of  a  heap  as  (bop  as 
I  entered,  tofee  a  folemoity  which  ihad 
been  (o  little  }iM  to  on  the  like  occa- 
fians  in  die  countenance  of  every  dear 
KiatioB.  They  all  kept  their  feats.  I 
lanto  my  &the%and  Kneeled;  then  to 

2r  mother;  and  met  from  both  a  cold 
ote:  from  my  fhther  a  blefBng  but 
half  pronotinced;  my  mother,  indeed, 
called  flie^htld,  but  embraced  me  not 
with  ber  ufual  indulmnt  ardor. 
After  I  had  paiiTmy  duty  t^  my 


uncles,  and  my  compliments  io  niy  fi  ftcf , 
which  ihe  received  with  folemn  and  lliff 
form,  I  was  bid  toiit  down.  But  my 
heart  was  full:  and  I  faid  it  became 
me  to  (land,  if  I  couid  (land,  upon  a 
reception  fo  awful  and  unulual .  I  was 
forced  to  turn  my  face  from  them,  and 
pull  out  my  handkerchief. 

My  unbrothcrly  accufer  hereupon 
ftood  forth,  and  cnarged  me  with  hav- 
ing received  no  Icfuhan/t;^  or  fix  in* 
fiu  at  Mifs  Howe's  from  the  man  they 
had  all  {q  much  reafon  to  hate;  [that 
wastheexpre/Tion]  notwith  (landing  the 
commands  I  had  had  to  the  contrary. 
And  he  bid  me  deny  it  if  I  could. 

I  had  never  been  ufed,  I  faid,  to  deny 
the  truth,  nor  would  I  now.  I  owned 
I  had  in  the  three  weeks  pafTed  feen  the 
pcrfon  I  prefumcd  he  meant  ofienerx\\^xk 
live  or  fix  times.     [*  Pray  hear  me, 

•  brother,'  faid  I;  for  he  was  going  to 
flame  out.]    *  But  he  always  afked  for 

•  Mrs.  or  Mifs  Howe,  when  he  came.* 

I  proceeded,  That  1  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  both  Mrs.  Howe  and  Mifs^ 
as  matters  ftood,  would  much  rather 
have  excufed  his  vifits;  but  they  had 
more  than  once  apologized.  That  hav- 
ing not  the  fame  reafon  my  papa  had  to 
forbid  him  their  houfe,  nis  rank  and 
fortune  entitled  him  to  civility. 

TQufeti  »>  i^ear^  I  made  not  tbeplem 
I  might  have  made. 

My  brother  feemed  ready  to  give  'a 
loofe  to  his  pafFion:  my  father  put  on 
the  countenance  which  always  portenda 
a  gathering  (lorm;  my  uncles  mutter* 
angly  whifpered;  and  my  filler  aggra- 
Vatingly  held  up  her  hands.  While  I 
begged  to  be  heard  outj— and  my  mo- 
ther faid,  *  Let  the  cbild;"  that  was  her 
kind  word,  <  be  Keard.* 

I  hopid,  I  faid,  there  was  no  harm 
done;  that  it  became  not  me  to  pre- 
fcribstoMrs.orMifsHowe  whofhould 
be  their  vifircrs;  that  Mrs.  Howe  waa 
always  divcited  with  the  raillery  that 
palTcd  between  Mifs  and  him;  that  I  had 
no  reafon  to  challenge  ber  gueft  for  ;//y 
vifiter,  as  I  (hould  fecm  to  have  done  had 
1  refufcd  to  go  into  their  company  when 
he  was  with  them;  that  I  had  never 
feen  him  out  of  the  prefence  of  one  ot 
both  of  thofe  ladies;  and  had  fignified 
to  him  once,  on  his  urging  for  a  fetV 
moments  private  converfation  with  me, 
that  unlcfs  a  reconciliation  were  cfftfl-, 
ed  betweeh  my  family  and  his,  he  mud 
X>  not 
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jiot  cxpcA  tbtt  I  would  countenance  his 
rifitt,  much  left  give  him  an  opportu- 
ptty  of  that  fort. 

I  told  them  further,  That  Mifi 
Jlov/t  fo  well  underftood  my  mind,  that 
ihc  never  left  me  a  moment  while  Mr. 
Lovelace  was  there;  that  when  hecame» 
if  I  was  not  below  in  the  parlotir,  I 
would  not  fuffcr  myfclf  to  be  called  to 
himj  although  t  thought  it  would  be 
an  aiFc£lation  which  would  give  him 
advarttage  rather  than  the  contrary,  if 
I  had  left  company  when  he  came  in  5 
or  refufed  to  enter  into  it  when  I  found 
he  would  day  any  time. 

My  brother  heard  me  out  with  fuch 
'1  kind  of  impatience  as  (hewed  he  was 
lefolved  to  be  diffatisfied  with  me,  fay 
what  I  would.  The  reft,  as  the  event 
has  proved,  behaved  as  if  they  tvould 
have  been  fatisfied,  had  they  not  far- 
ther points  tocarryby  intimiaating  me. 
All  this  made  it  evident,  as  I  mentioned 
above,  that  they  themfclves  expe£ted 
not  my  voluntarv  compliance)  "and 
was  a  tacit  confemon  of  the  difagree- 
ablenefi  of  the  perfon  they  had  topro- 
pofe. 

I  was  no  fooner  filent  than  my  bro- 
tber  fwore,  although  in  my  father's 
prefence,  (fwore,  unchecked  either  by 
eye  or  countenance)  That  for  his  pai  t, 
he  would  fuver  ht  reconciled  to  that  li- 
bertine: and  that  he  would  renounce 
tne  for  a  fifter,  if  I  encouraged  the  ad- 
drefles  of  a  man  fo  obnoxious  to  them 

all. 

A  man  who  had  like  to  have  been  my 
brother*  s  murderer,  my Jifter  faid,  with 
a  face  even  burfting  with  reftraint  of 
paiTion. 

The  poor  Bella  has,  you  know,  a 
plump  high-fed  face,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed the  cxpreflion.  You,  1  know, 
will  forgive  me  for  this  liberty  of  fpcech 
fooner  than  I  can  forgive  myfelf:  yet 
how  can  one  be  fuch  a  reptile  as  not  to 
turn  when  trampled  upon ! 

My  father,  with  vehemence  both  of 
a£kion  and  voice,  [my  father  has,  you 
know,  a  terrible  voice  when  he  is  an- 
gry!] told  me  that  I  had  met  wich  too 
much  indulgence  in  being  allowed  to 
rcfufc  tbij  gentleman,  and  the  other  gen- 
tlcmanj  and  it  was  now  his  t\ira  to  be 
obeyed. 

'  Very  true,  roy  mother  faid; — and 
hoped  his  will  would  not  now  be  dif« 
putcd  by  a  child  fo  favoured. 


To  (hew  they  were  all  of  a  lentiavenn. 
my  uncle  Harlovje  faid,  be  hoped  bis> 
beloved  niece  only  wanted  tp  know  her 
father's  will,  to  obey  it. 

And  my  uncle  Antony,  in  his  rougher* 
manner,  added;  That  furcly  I  would 
not  ^ive  them  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
I  thought  my  grandfather's  favour  to 
me  hadmade  me  independent  of  thea^L 
all.— If  I  did,  he  would  tell  me,  the 
will  ^ould  be  fet  afide,  and  /houU. 

I  was  aftonifhed,you  muft  needs  think  . 
— •  Whofc  addreflcs  now,'  thought  I, 

*  is  this  treatment  preparative  to?— 

*  Mr.  Wyerlcy's  again  ?— or  whofc  ?  ' 
And  then,  as  high  comparifons,  where 
felfis  concerned,  fooner  than  low,  come 

into  young  people's  heads;  be  it  for 
whom  it  wilX  this  is  wooinz  as  tbe 
£ngli(h  did  for  the  heircfs  of  bcotland 
in  the  time  of  Kdward  the  Sixth.  But 
that  it  could  be  for  Soimes,  how  ihould 
it  enter  into  my  head? . 
^  I  did  not  know,  I  faid,  that  I  had 

fiven  occafion  for  this  har(hnefs.  X 
oped  r  (hould  always  have  a  juft  fenfe 
of  every  one's  favour  to  me,  fupcr- 
added'to  the  duty  I  owed  as  a  daughter 
and  a  niece;  but  that  I  was  fo  much 
furprized  at  a  reception  fo  unufual  and 
unexpected,  that  1  hoped  my  papa  and 
mamma  would  give  me  leave  to  retire, 
in  order  to  rccolTcft  myfclf. 

No  one  gainfaying,  I  made  my  iilcnt 
compliments,  and  withdrew—leaving^ 
my  brother  and  fider^  as  I  thought* 
pleafed;  and  as  if  they  wanted  to  con- 
gratulate each  other  on  having  occa. 
Honed  fo  fevere  a  beginning  to  be  made 
with  me. 

I  went  up  to  my  chamber,  and  there 
with  my  faithful  ^annah  deplored  the 
determined  face  which  thencwpropofal 
it  was  plain  they  had  to  make  rae  wore. 

I  had  not  recovered  myfelf  when  I 
was  fent  for  down  to  tea.  X  begged  hy 
my  maid  to  be  excufed  attend ing^  buc 
on  the  repeated  command,  went  dowii 
with  as  much  chearfulnefs  as  I  could 
alTume;  and  had  a  new  fault  to  clear 
myfelf  of:  for  my  brother,  fo  preg-v 
nant  a  thing  is  detsrmined  ill-will,  b^ 
intimations  equally  rude  and  intelli* 
gible,  charged  my  delire  of  being  ex-l 
cufed  coming  down,  to  itillens,becau(e 
a  certain  peruin  had  been  i^oken  againft^ 
upon  whom,  as  he  fuppoi^i  my  fancjr 
ran. 

<  I  could  eafily  anfwer  you,  Slr,'^ 

fiud 
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Hi},*  It  fiicfa  a  refleflioii  defenret : 

•  bnt  I  finlicar.     If  T  do  not  find  a 

*  brathej'  in^^,  yoQ  fliall  have  a  iifter 

*  htttj  meckiiersr  Bella  wbiiper- 
ngtyfaidilookiiiK  at  my  brother^  and 
iiroogiip  her  lip  in  cootempt. 

He,  with  an  tmperions  air,  bid  me 
dtlefve  his  love,  and  I  (hould  be  fore 

As  we  iat,  my  mother,  in  her  admi- 
nble manner,  expatiated  upon  brother- 
l^andfifterly  lorej  indulgently  blamed 
mjr  brother  and  fifter  for  having  taken 
vpdiQileafQfetoo  lightly  againft  mej 
and  politically,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  an- 
foercd  for  my  obedience  to  my  »ther*t 
viil.— finr  it  'would  be  all  iveU^  my 
finkr  wtt  pleafcd  to  fay:  rben  they 
/Mddoat  mhw  tiu,  was  my  brother*8 
cxpccfliOQ:  Love  me  as  nveii  as  e*ver^ 
*as  my  fifter*9;  and  my  uncles,  'Tbat 
Uhajbmld  be  tbefride  rftbeir  bearts. 
<-^t,  absl  what  a  forfeiture  of  tUX 
tbe&nroftlmake! 

Tftti  was  the  reception  I  had  on  my 
iw»i II  from  you. 

Mr.  Solmea  came  in  before  we  had 
dpue  tea.  My  uncle  Antony  prelented 
hi«  to  me,  as  a  gentleman  ne  had  a 
prtJcnlaf  friendfhip  for.  My  uncle 
Hwiotre  in  terms  equally  fivourable 
forbim.  Myfitberftid, «  Mr.  Solmea 
•  itaiyfrieBd,  Clariffa  Harlowe.^  My 
■otiMr  looked  at  him,  and  looked  at 
•e,  aow-and-then,  as  he  (at  near  me, 
I  diOQgbt  with  concern  .—-I  at  A/r,  with 
<y«s  appealing  for  pity .  At  bimt  when 
I  cMld  glance  at  him,  with  di(gui(  lit- 
tle fliort  of  afiightmcnt.  While  my 
fciwfcer  and  fifter  Mr.  Solmesd  him, 
and  firr*ihim  up,  at  every  word.  So 
cwfid,  in  (bort,  by  all-^et  fuch  a 
wtfch!— But  I  will  atprefent  only  add, 
ytf  hmbie  thanks  and  duty  to  your 
waied  mother;  (to  whom  I  will 
ptkabrlv  write,  to  exprefs  the  grate« 
M  feafe  I  Baveof  her  goodnefs  tome) 
>^  tkat  I  am  jwwr  ever  ^obliged 

CL.HAkLOWB* 

LETTER    Vni. 

>US$€IAI^1SSA  KA&LOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

Trai.  aA.' 
BEY  drive  on  beie  at  »  fbrisms 
niti    TbrnnHi  ttvei  1iei«.  I 
faak.   He  conm  t^,  .and  is  more 


and  more  a  fhvourite.    '  Such  terms! 
*  fuch  fettlements!*  That*s  the  cry. 

O  my  dear,  that  I  had  not  reafon  to 
deplore  the  family-fault,  immenfely 
rich  as  they  all  arc!  But  this  I  may  the 
more  unrefervedly  fay  to  you, .  as  ye9 
have  often  joined  in  the  fame  concern i 
I,  for  a  father  and  uncles;  you,  for  h 
mothers  in  every  other  refpeft  fault# 
lefs. 

Hitherto,  I  ieem  to  be  delivered  over 
to  my  brother,  who  pretends  as  great 
love  to  me  as  ever. 

You  may  believe,  I  have  been  very 
fincere  witn'  htm.  But  he  alfefts  to 
railly  me,  and  not  to  believe  it  poffiblcy 
that  one  fo  dutiful  and  fo  diicreet  as  his 
fitter  Ciary  can  refolve  to  difobltge  aU 
her  friends. 

Indeed,  I  tremble  at  the  profpe^  be- 
fore me;  for  it  is  evident  tnat  they  are 
ftrangeW  determined. 

Mv  father  and  mother  indalti^oufly 
avoid  giving  me  opportunity  of  fpeak* 
ing  to  them  alone.  They  aflt  not  for 
lAy  approbation,  intending,  asitfliould 
ieem,  to  Jkppcfe  me  into  their  will. 
And  with  them  I  ihaU  hope  to  prevail  ^ 
or  with  nobody.  They  have  not  the 
interefi  in  compellinff  me,  as  my  bro* 
thcrand  lifter  have:  I  6y  lefs  therefort 
fodiem,  relerving  mv  whole  force  for 
an  audience  of  my  xatber,  if  he  will 
permit  me  a  patient  ear.  How  dif- 
ficult is  it,  my  dear,  to  give  a  negative 
where  both  duty  and  inclination  ^oia 
to  make  one  wifh  to  oblige! 

I  have  already  ftood  the  fitock  of 
three  of  this  man^s  particular  vifits. 
befides  my  Ihare  in  his  more  general 
ones;  and  find  it  isimpoffible  I  fiiould 
ever  endure  him.  He  has  but  a  very 
ordinary  (hare  of  undeHlanding;  is 
very  illiterate;  knows  nothing  but  the 
value  of  eftaces,  and  how  to  improve 
them,  and  what  belones  to  land-job* 
bin^  and  huAandry.  Yet  am  I  as  on* 
ftapid,  I  think.  They  have  begim  fo 
cruellv  with  me,  that  I  have  not  fpirit 
enough  to  aflSert  my  own  ncptive. 

They  had  endeavoured  it  feems  to 
influence  my  good  Mrs.  Norton  before 
I  came  home^— fo  intent  are  they  to 
carry  their  point*  And  her  opinion  not 
being  to  their  liking,  (he  has  been  told 
that  ihe  would  do  well  to  decline vifit* 
ing  here  for  the  prefent:  yet  Jbe  is  the 
perlbn  of  all  the  world,  next  to  my 
miither,  the  moft  likely  to  prevail  up- 
on me^  were  the  meafures  they  are  en- 
Da  gaged 
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gaged  in  leaTonable  aMtfTurety  or  fuch 
as  Jhi  could  think  fo. 

My  aunt  likewife,  having  faid  that  flio 
d^d  not  think  btr  .niece  could  ever  lie 
bhtught  to  like  Mri«r.Soimeaf  has  bcoii 
obliged  to  learn  another  leiTon* 

I  am  to  have  a  vifit  from  her  to-nior« 
.row.  And,  fince  I  have  refufed  ib 
«inuch  9S  to  bear  from  mv  brother  and 
fifter  what  the  noble  fettiements  are  to 
be,  ibe  is  to  aa^uaint  me  with  the  par- 
4iculars;  and  to  receive  from  me  my 
determination:  for  my  father,  I  am 
told,  will  not  have  patience  but  to /up- 
foft  that  1  jball  ftand  in  oppofition  to 
bis  will. 

Mean  time,  it  haa  been  fgnified  to 
me,  that  it  will  be  acceptible  if  I  do 
not  think  of  going  to  church  next  8un* 

The  fame  fignification  was  made  me 
for  iaft  Sunday;  and  I  obeyed,  Thtry 
•fe  apprebeniive  that  Mr.  Levelace  will 
be  there  .with  defign  to  come  home  with 
me. 

Help  me,  dear  Mifs  Howe,  to  a  Ut* 
tie  of  yoor  charming  fpirit :  I  never 
snoce  wanted  it.  * 

The  raan,.tbieSolmeft,  you  may  Asp* 
,  pofe,  has  no  realon  to  iMm  of  his  drk 
grefs  with  me.  He  has  not  the  fen(b 
to  fay  any  thing  ^o  the  ^puipofe*  Hie 
courtibip  indeed  is  to  ihem\  and  nay 
brother  pretends  to  coua  me  as  bie 
^?iy,  trviy!— I  utterly  to  my  brotbct 
«t)eA  his  addrefs}  but  thinking  a  per* 
fon  fo  well  received  ond  jrecomoeaded 
by  ail  my  ftmily,  enutled  to  good 
manners,  all  1  fey  againft  him  is  af- 
Itdedly  ottrtbvted  to  eoyHelet  and  be^ 
sot  beiig  feniible  of  hie  own  irnMr*. 
leAtons^  faNclieves  that  my  avoidi^  him 
when  I  can,  ai^  the  feferves  I  expreft, 
ve  owing  lo  iK>thinfr  elfe:  for,  aa  I 
liidf  jftll  bis  courtibip  is  to  them\  and 
I  haviQ^opportunityqf  %ing,  *Nol* 
^  one  frho  aiks  me  not  (be  queftion. 
And  fo,  'With  an  air  of  maani/b  fiipe* 
riority,  he  fee«i|  at^er  to  pitv  tbe 
b^nifi^girl)  thaiLtoapprebendtluabe. 
fliall  not  fiKceed* 


VKBRVAlVa^. 

.  I  HAVE  had  the  expe^ed  confeseace 
with  my  aunt* 

I  have  been  obliged  to  hear  dicmaii^s 
propofals  from  ber^  and  have  been  alio 
told  what  their  motive^  ace  for  e%o«f. 
ing  iuf  AAtercft  with  Qo  amcb  wa|«Atl|» 


I«m  even  loth  to^nention  how  eqittU^ 
uniuft  it  is  for  him  to  make  foeh  oCere, 
or  tor  tbofe  I  am  bound  to  reverence  to 
accept  of  them.  I  hate  him  more  than 
befe|«.  One  great  eftate  is  already  ob« 
tained  at  thf  expence  of  the  relatione  tc» 
it,  though  diftant  relations;  my  bfo-* 
ther*s,  I  mean,  by  hisgodoftother:  and 
this  has  given  .the  hope,  however  cb^- 
merical  that  hope,  of  procuring  othera; 
and  that  my  own  at  leaft  may  revert  to 
the  family.  And  yet,  in  my  opinien^ 
the  world  is  but  one  great  family.  Ori- 
ginally it  was  fo.  What,  then,  is  this 
narrow  felfiflmeft  that  reigns  in  us,  b«t 
relationihip  remembered  againft  reU- 
tionfliip  forgot? 

But  here,  upon  my  abfolute  icfufnl 
of  him  upon  €un  terms,  have  I  had  a 
fignification  nude  me  that  woonda  me 
to  the  heart.  How  can  [I  tell  it  yon? 
Yet  I  moft.  It  is,  my  dear,  that  I  mnft 
not,  for  a  month  to  come,  or  till  liceaoe 
obtained,  correfpond  wLtb  tfapr*bodx 
out  of  the  boufe. 

My  brother,  upon  rdj  anafa  re. 
port,  (made,  however,  aa  1  aminfot«i« 
ed,  in  the  gentleft  manner,  and  eren 
giving  remote  hopes,  which  ihe  had  no 
commiiHoo  from  me  to  give)  brougbt 
ine,  in  authoritative  terms,  the  probi^ 
bition. 

<  Not  to  Mifs  Howe?*  faid  X. 

<  No,  not  to  Miia  Howe,  Maimm^^ 
tauntmsly:  *•  for  haveyoo  notacknow^ 

*  ledged  that  Lovelace  is  a  £avotirilft 

*  there?' 

See,  my  dear  Mifs  Howe!— 

'  And  do  you  think,  brother,  tibiot* 

*  the  way— * 

<  D0J16S  look  totbat.*— 9o4  yo«tf 

*  letters  will  be  ftopped,  X  ean  teU  yoptt^r 
—-And  away  be  flung* 

My  iifter  eame  to  me  (bon  after ^^i^ 

<  Sifter  Clary,  you  am  going  oa  i«ii% 

*  floe  way,  X  underftand.  ButaeU>ee« 
'  are  people  who  are  fu^poied  to  bardom 
,<  you  affainft  your  duty,  I  am  io  ^f 
'  you,  that  it  will  be  taken  well  if  yoea 

<  avoid  viflts  or  vifitings  for  a  week  or 

*  two  till  fatther  order.* 

*  Can  this  he  ftmn  thoie  who  have 

<  authoritoW* 

<  Aik  them:  aik  them,  chil4.!*  wiA 
•twirl  of  her  finger.— <  I  have  ddivcr« 

*  cdmyoeAige.    Your  flitber  will  be 

<  obeyed*    He  ia  wUling  to  bopc  yo^ 

<  to  benllobediaiM,  aodwouU.^^ 

<  ¥W  <ll  mjtmmfti  t^rffimftoeiaeft.* 
5.1ki0v  my  dnt|^*  ittdti  'andbotmi 

MAulf 
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otfiiidl 
to  it.* 


I 


A  pen  youBg  citahNt,  i 
cflMftttd,  Ihe  called  mm.  I  wtt  dw 
wiy  iwl|^  io  my  owft  wilepfuuoa,  of 
wktt  wn  right  and  fit.  She,  lor  bar 
port,  bad  lovig  leeo  into  my  fptctOM 

SI;,  and  mom  I  ftauid  iww  cvfry- 
f  wbat  I  waaat  bottom. 

*  Dear  Beilal*   faid  I,  baads  and 
tje%  lifted  ttp,  *  mhj  aU  tbit^DaMr, 

•  dev  Bella,  why^* 

*  None  of  yoor  dear»  dear  ldla*t  to 

•  me..— I  tril  yoQ»  I  lee  tbraogb  yoor 

•  OBtfrAcni^V  [/T^  ^*'**  ^  ftraage 
void.']  And  away  Jbe  ivng;  addiiM^ 
at  te  wcot,  '  Aod  to  will  ewy*body 
«  dfrvcry<pi»ckly,Idaiofay.* 

<  Biefs  me,*  laid  I  to  myiUf,  <wbat 

•  a  after  have  I£  How  have  1  dofenwd 

•  titis>* 

The»  I  amtto  rewetted  my  gnndfm- 
tfaar*a  toc^ifiagoimiag  goodadt  to  me. 

vaa-  S5.  XV  Taa  aTeaiao. 
Wbat  my  hnttbcr  and  fitter  have 
fridagainft  me  I  cannot  tells  hot  I  am 
i«  heavy  difgrace  with  mj  father* 

I  waa  lent  lor  down  to  tea.  I  went 
with  a  wry  dMarfnl  alpeft:  bnt  bad 
orrafion  loon  tochangeit. 

Such  a  lolemaity  in  evcry«body*t 
ooumenancel— »My  motbcr*a  e3ref  weve 
fised  upon  tbetca-cnps$  and  when  Ihe 
looked  op»  it  was  btaTily,  a$  if  her 
M'lads  had  weights  npon  thorny  and 
skea  not  to  me.  My  tatber  At  half- 
afideie  hia  dbow-^air,  that  hit  bead 
mi^t  be  toned  firom  m^  bit  bandt 
dalpedy  and  waviagi  as  it  were,  np 
nml  do^vttf  his  fingemy  jpoor  dear  gen- 
do^aoi  m  motiot^  as  if  angiy  to  the 
acvycndsoftfaem.  Mvfiiarlatfwelli 
img.  My  btotber  looked  at  me  with 
ten,  hmringmeafoeed  me,  as  I  may 
6y,  with  hia  eyes  ^  I  eamnd,  from 
hmid  to  loot.  My  aunt  was  there,  and 
WDhedviam  «e  as  if  with  kindnefsie* 
bending  coklly  to  my  oom« 
i  to  htrw  Ae  lat|  and  tben  caft 
k  myhvotfacr»  then  on  my 
'  ithovtate  [lb  I  am 
'  ^  of- her  onnfeal 


«  Midam?^  to  my  meihar<.*-4  alwavn 
'   r»  CO  malm 


«M»  you  know,  my  dcar» 
and    tea. 


«i  eye  firft  on  my  hroti 
Mev,  naif  t»civttho 
aiilliMf  aooonlnieit] 


averyl 

word,  was  the  exprcflivcaa- 
fwor.  And  A»  was  pleaM  to  take  thi 
ca^iAer  in  her  own  baml. 

My  brother  bid  the  feotomn  wbom^ 
tended,  love  the  foonl}  *  1/  Siud  h^ 
*  will  pour  out  the  water/ 

My  heart  was  up  at  my  oMnth*  I 
did  not  know  what  to  do  with  myfeUl 
<  What  is  to  foUowr  thought  U    • 

Juft  after  the  fiwond  difti,  out  iepped 
my  mothsr.-***  A  word  with  you,  Ate 
*^  Hcrveyl'  taking  her  in  ^ier  haadi. 
Prefently  my  fiAer  drtpped  away.  Tben 
my  brother.  So  I  was  left  aleine  with 
mj  father* 

He  looked  (a  very  Heraly,  ibss  0iy 
heart  failed  me,  as  twice  or  thiice  I 
would  have  addrelTtd  mylelf  to  haw: 
nothing  but  folemn  lilenoe  on  all  bands 
having  pafljed  before. 

At  left,  I  aiked,  If  it  were  his  p^- 
foie  tbAt  I  Aould  pour  hia^out  aaodier 


Heanfwercd  me  with  the  lame  1  _.^ 
monofyllahle  which  1  bad  raeaived  from 
my  mother  before)  and  then  aiule,  and 
walked  about  the  room.  I  amie  400, 
with  intent  to  throw  myielf  at  bit  lieeti 
but  was  too  mueh  overawed  by  Mo 


ftemnefs,  even  to  make  fuch  aa  exarel^ 
lioa  of  mj  duty  to  him  aa  my  beast 
overflowed  with. 


Mf  Am.    f  ttiillfliida^tiu^ 


At  lail,  as  be  fappotted  himlelf,  be. 
caulb  of  bis  g^»  00  the  back  of  a 
chair,  I  took  alittlemore  courage  $  and 
approacbiag  him,  belbught  him  to  ac* 
4|naiot  me  ipi  what  I  bad  offended  him. 

He  turned  from  me,  and  in  a  ftteng  ' 
voice,  *  Clarjfla  Harlowe/   (aid  he, 

*  know  that  I  will  be  obeyed.' 

<  God.forbid,  Sir,  tbat  y«u  Ihould 

*  not!— >!  have  never  yot  oppofed  your 
1  wilU^* 

*  Nor  I  your  whimlies,  Clarifla  Har- 

*  lowe,*  inteinipted  he.—*  Don't  let 

<  me  run  the  latouf  all  who  Ihew  in- 
'  dulgence  to  your  icx).  to^be  tbemoti 

<  contni4i6bdlbr  mine  toyou«* 

My  father,  you  know,  mv  dear,  has 
not  (any  more*  than  my  brother)  n 
kmd  opinion  of  our  -itx^  altboupt 
there  is  not  a  more  coadelcending  wtib 
in  the  world  than  my  mother. 

I  wu  gotag  to  make  proteftatioBS  of 

doty«««»«  No  pcotdbtioDS»  girl!   No 

«  wordsl 


■zi 


«  words!  IwillnetbepittTatol  I  will 

*  be  obeyed!  I  have  no  child,  I  wiU 

*  have  no  child,  but  an  obedient  one;' 
'  *  SiryVov  never  had  realbiiylhop^—* 
'    *  Tell  me  not  what  I  never  haJ,  but 

*  what  I  bavif  and  what  I  /bail  have.' 

*  Good  Si Fi  be  plcalfd  to  hear  me-* 
'  my  brother  and  my  fifier,  I  fvar— ' 

*  Your  brother  and  After  fliall  not  be 

*  fpoken  againft,  girII«-Thcy  have  a 

*  juft  concern  for  the  honom'  of  my  fa- 
«  milv.' 

^  And  I  hope,  Sir^** 
**   *  Hope  nothing.— Tell  me  not  of 

<  hf^i,  but  offi^i,    I  aiic  nothing 

*  of  yott  bat  what  it  in  ^ur  powtr  to 

*  comply  with,  and  vrbat  it  is  your  iiuty 

*  to  comply  vritb.* 

*  Then,  Sir,  I  ivi/l  comply  with  i^— 
^  but  yet  I  hope  from  ymirgoodnefs— * 

*  I>ui  expoftulattonsi  No  but*s,  girl! 

<  No  qualify ingst  I  will  be  obeyed,  I 
.  ^  tell  you  i  and  ehearfvlly  tool— or  yon 

<  are  no  child  of  mine!* 
iwepe. 
«  Let  me  befeech  you,  my  dear  and 

*  ever-honoured  papa,*  ^and  I  dropped 
down  on  my  knees)  '  tnat  I  may  have 
^  only  yoora  and  my  mamma's  will, 
'  aadnot  my  brother's,  to  obey.' 
.  I  waa  going  on;  b«c  he  waspleafed 

to  withdraw,  leaving  me  on  the  iloor; 
laying.  That  he  would  not  hear  me 
that  by  fubtihy  and  cunning  aiming 
«a  dff(bng«f{h  away  mv  duty;  repeat- 
ing, that  he  <itfw/c/ be  obeyed. 

My  heart  ia  too  full^fo  full,  that 
it  mav  anAuiftr  my  doty,  were  I  to  try 
to  unburden  it  to  you  on  this  oeeafiun: 
fo.I  will  lay  down  mjr  pcn«»but  can- 
Yet,  pofitivdy,  I  wii  lay  down  my 
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LETTER    IX. 

MISS  CLARISSA  KAKLOWE,  TO  MISS 
MOWB. 

yia.  a6.  rir  Twa  MoaMiito. 

My  aunt,  who  ftaid  here  laft 
night,  made  me  a  vifit  this 
JBomtng  aa  foon  as  it  was  ligbt.  ^  She 
tells  me,  that  I  waa  left  alone  with  my 
ntber  yefterday  on  purpofe  that  ha 
might  talk  with  me  on  my  expefted 
obttliencei  but  that  he  owned  he  waa 
put  befide  hia  porpofe  by  rcileaing  on 
Ibmcthing  my  orotber  ha<{  told  bin  ia 


my  dia£ivour,  and  by  bis  tmpatienoe 
but  to  ruppofe,  chat  fuch  a  gentle  Ipiiit 
aa  mine  had  hitherto  feemed  to  be, 
tevid  prefume  to  difptite  his  will  in  "m 

g»inc  where  the  advantage  of  the  whole 
mily  was  td  be  fo  greatly  promoted  by 
my  compliance* 

I  find,  by  a  few  words  which  drop* 
ped  unawares  from  my  aunt,  that  they 
have  ail  an  abfolute  dependence  upon 
what  ttiey  fuppofe  to  be  mcekneis  in  nay 
temper.  But  in  this  they  may  be  mill 
taken;  for  1  verily  think,  uponaftri^ 
examination  of  myfelf,  that  I  have  al> 
moft  as  much  in  me  of  my  fatber^s  as  of 
my  mother's  femily. 

My  uncte  Harlowe,  it  feems,  ia  againft 
driving  me  upon  extremities;  but  my 
broafaer  has  engaged,  that  the  regard  I 
have  for  my  repuuiion,  and  my  prists 
ciples,  willbrinff  merMMr<//0Mrytf/jc^-^ 
that*8  the  eK)>r^on.  Perhaps  I  iiall 
have  reaibn  to  wiih  I  had  not  known 
this. 

My  aunt  advifes  me  to  fubmit,  for  the 
prefcnt,  to  the  interdi6U  they  have  laid 
me  under;  and,  indeed,  to  encgiiura^ 
Mr.  Solmes^s.addrefs.  I  have  abib* 
lutely  refofed  the  latter,  let  what  will 
(as  I  have  told  lies)  be  the  confcquence^ 
The  viiiting^prohibition  I  will  ccnfbnn 
to:  but  88  to  that  of  not  correfponding 
with  you,  nothing  but  the  menace  thstt 
our  letters  (hall  m  intercepted  can  en* 
gage  my  obtervation  of  it.  ' 

She  believes  that  this  order  is  from 
my  lather,  and  that  my  mother  haa  not 
been  eonfulted  upon  it:  (he  fays  that  it 
is  given,  as  flie  has  reaibn  to  think, 
purely  in  confideration  to  me*  left  I 
would  mortally  oifend  him;  and  thia 
from  the  incitements  of  tthir  peoplei 
(meaning  yov  and  Miia  Lloyd,  I  make 
no  doubt)  rathrr  than  by  my  own  will. 
For  ftill,  as  Ibc  telle  me,  he  ipcaks  kind 
and  praiftf nl  things  of  me. 

iicre  is  clemcncy1«-*-here  is  indnl- 
aencel  And  lb  it  is  to  ncevc«l  a  head, 
flfoog  child,  as  a  good  prince  would 
wiih  to  deter  difaffmed  fubjefls,  from 
running  into  rebellion,  and  lo  Ibifeitii^ 
every  thingi  Bat  this  iaaU  owing  to  the 
yoimg  maii!s  wifdom  of  my  bromer— « 
plotter  withottt  a  head,  wid  a  biodwr 
wkhout  a  hearti 

How  happy  might  I  have  bees  with 
any  othcf  bramar  in  the  world  bit&JaoMir 
Harlowei  and  with  any  other  fiier  b«t 
UsGHul  Waadmiot»mydaRr»thatI» 

wiio 
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vhovfiil  to  chide  you  for  the(c  ibrt  of 

libmies  with  my  relations,  now  am 
fiore  ttnoutiful  than  yott  ever  was  un- 
kind. I  cannot  bear  tne  thotight  of  be* 
iagkfc'tved  of  the  principal  pleafure  of 
m;  lile;  far  fach  if  your  converfatioii 
by  poioR  ami  by  letter.  And  who,  be* 
£ia,  caa  bear  to  be  made  the  dupe  of 
fvch  low  cunning,  operating  with  fuch 
^1^  and  anogani  paifioot? 

But  can  you,  my  dear  Mlfa  Howe, 
roadeiceod  to  carry  on  a  private  corre« 
^oDdeacewitbme?— If  you  can,  cher« 
uQoe  way  I  have  thought  of  by  which 
it  nay  be  done. 

Voo  nuft  remember  the  Grten  Line, 
ttvecall  it,  that  runs  by  the  fide  of 
tbevood-  hooie  and  poultry •  yard  where 
Ibepmj  bantams, phealaiitft,  and  pet* 
^  which  generally  engage  my  noix^ 
t"icea  day;  the  more  my  favountes  be- 
ciaft  they  were  my  grandfather^s,  and 
ncommended  to  my  care  by  him;  and 
tWefore  brought  hither  from  my  dairy  • 
^e  fiocc  his  death.  * 

The  bae  is  lower  than  the  floor  of 
the«ood'boafe|  aad.in  the  fide  of  the 
vQod-iuKiic  (he  boards  are  rotted  away 
d»«g  to  the  floor  for  half  an  ell  toge- 
ther ia  (cveral  places.  Rinnah  cam  itep 
isto  the  lane,  and  make  a  mark  with 
^k  where  a  letter  or  parcel  may  be 
poflied  u  under  {bme  (licksi  which  may 
befit  nanaged  as  to  be  an  onfufpe^ed 
cover  lor  the  written  depoiits  from 

*        # 

I  HATE  been  joH  now  to  look  at  the 
^ce,  and  find  it  will  anfwers  To  your 
uithfcJ  Robert  may»  without  coming 
Mr  the  houie^  and  at  only  pafllng 
fiuoogh  the  Green  Lane,  which  leads 
^  tn^  or  three  farm  -boufes,  [out  of  ii  - 
*oyif  you  plcaie]  very  eafily  take  from 
^ttKt  my  kttcTS,  and depout yours. 

This  place  is  the  more  convenient, 
^ccaaie  It  is  icldon»  re&rted  to  but  by 
Byfeif  Of  Hannah,  on  the  above- men- 
^1^  account;  for  it  is  the  eeneral 
^houie  for  firing;  the  wood  tor  con> 
^  o&  being  nearer  the  houfe. 

Onecomer  of  thi<  being  feparated  off 
IV  tiiecoofting-placc  of  my  little  po^U 
^,  either  Ibr  or  I  fliall  never  want  a 
ptnencftogo  thither. 

Tiy,  my  dear,  the  fucccfs  of  a  letter 
t^iiwayi  and  give  me  your  opinion  and 
•^'ic(  vfaat  to  4o  ^n  ^^^  di/j^rdtrftU 


finiation>  as  I  cannot  but  ojl  itf  nnil 
what  you  think  of  my  profpcftt,  and 
what  you  would  do  in  my  caft. 

But,  before-hand,  I  will  tell  you  chit 
your  advice  inuil  not  run  in  favour  of 
this  Solmets  and  yet,  it  it  very  likely, 
they  will  endeavour  to  engage  your  mo- 
ther, in  order  to  induce  you,  who  haitt 
fuch  an  influenec  over  me,  to  favoar 
him. 

Yet,  on  fecond  thoMghtt,  if  vou  in« 
dine  to  that  Hde  of  the  <)oeftion»  i  would 
have  you  write  your  whole  mind.  De* 
teroiined  at  1  think  I  am,  and  cannot 
help  it,  1  would  at  leaft  give  a  petiemi 
hearing  to  what  may  be  faid  on  the  other 
(ide.  Por  my  regarat  are  not  fo  much 
engaged  [upon  my  word  they  are  not} 
I  know  not  myfelf  if  they  be]  to  ano- 
ther perlbn  at  ibme  of  my  friendt  (bp- 
pofe }  and  at  you,  giving  way  to  your 
lively  vein,  upon  his  laft  vifitt,  afFefled 
to  fuppoAe.  What  preferable  favour  I 
may  have  for  him  to  any  other  peribn, 
it  owing  n^pre  tp  the  uuge  he  oae  rt* 
ceived,  and  for  my  fake  borne,  than  lo 
any  pofooal  confideration. 

I  write  a  few  lines  of  grateftil  ac- 
knowledgment to  ^our  good  fltother  for 
her  favourt  to  me  in  the  late  happy  pe. 
riod.  I  fear  I  (hall  never  know  fuch 
another.  Ih<»pelhewillforgifeBiethat 
Fdid  notvmte  fooner. 

The  bearer,  if  fufpeftcd  and  examin* 
ed,  it  to  produce  tbai  at  the  only  one  h^ 
carries. 

How  do  needleft  watchfulneft  and 
undue  reftraint  prod  nee  artifice  and 
contrivance!  I  fliould  abhor  thcfis  clan* 
deftine  correfpondencet,  were  they  not 
forced  upon  me.  They  have  fo  mean,  f# 
low  an  appearance  to  myfelf,  that  I 
tl>ink  I  ought  not  to  expeA  that  yoa 
(hould  take  part  in  them. 

But  why  (as  Ibavealfoexpoftulated 
with  my  aunt)  muft  I  be  padied  into 
a  ftate  which  I  have  no  wilh  to  enter 
into,  although  I  reverence  it?  Why 
ihould  tu)t  my  brother,  fo  many  yeara 
older,  and  fo  earnefl  to  fee  me  ^ngs^gedi^^^ 
be  firik  engaged?  And  why  Ihoula  notv 
my  filler  be  ftrft  provided  for? 

But  here  I  conclude  thefe  unarailinf 
ezpoftulations,  with  the  afliirance  that  I 
am,  and  ever  will  hepjeurs^tdiutaU^ 

ClhKUtA  HAfttOWI* 
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ItSSS  HOW^K,  TO  MlSSt:iAltl8SA 
klARLbWE. 

WHAT  odd  heads  fome  people 
f^avc?— Mifs  CUriffa  Harlowt 
to  be  facrificed  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Ro- 
gtt  Soknesl^-Afl'oni filing! 

/  mriff  kot,  yon  fay,  give  my  ad*tice  in 
fd»mur  rf  tins  iw«A7— Yo\i  now  con- 
vince me,  my  dear,  thut  yon  arc  nearer 
4if  kifl  than  I  thought  voti  to  the  family 
that  conld  think  of  \o  prepofferotis  a 
IMKe^,  ^r  you  wntfid  never  have  had 
the  leaft  notion  of  my  iadvidng  in  his 
^our. 

Afk  for  Ills  pi6h!TC.'Yoii  know  I  have 
i  good  hand  at  drawing  an  ngly  like- 
wfe.  But  V\\  fee  a  little  further  firft: 
for  who  knows  what  may  happen,  fmce 
matters  dre  in  fuch  ft  train,  and  fmce 
yeti  have  not  (be  counge  to  oppofe  fo 
•♦et^rftning  a  torrent?"  ' 

You  aik  me  to  help  yOT)  to  a  litde  of 
«y  ^rit.— Are  you  iDearneft?  But  it 
^lli!Ot  Aowl  doubt  do  you  fervice— it 
wHI  iMft  fit  naturally  upon  you.  You  are 
)Khrr  tffOthe^'s girl,  think  what  yoti  wili| 
AndlM^e  Tiolem  fptrits  to  contend  with. 
Alast  my  dear,  you  fhould  haTebor- 
f  wtd  fome  of  mine  a  little  Iboner^— 
X  Ibat  i«  10  iay,  lyefore  you  had  given  the 
management  of  jour  eftate  Into  the 
kuida  of  th<>(e  who  think  they  have  a 
fri«r  claim  to  it.  What  though  a  fa- 
iktr^sf^-^M  not  tbat  father  two  elder 
dlitdreii?  And  do  they  not  both  bear 
fnoi^of  bra  ftamp  and  image  than  you 
ioh^njt  my  dear,  call  me  not  to  ac- 
«Mmt  for  this  free  que(Hon;  left  your 
s^pGcatiott  of  my  meaning;,  on  exami- 
ftatioii,  pnyve  to  be  as  fevere  as  that, 

Mcrw  1  have  launched  out  a  little,  in- 
Mft  the  one  word  more  in  the  fatne 
ftrain— 'T  will  be  decent,  f  promrfeyou. 
Kbink  you  might  have  known,  that 
^ATAftiCB  and  Envy  are  two  paiflions 
^fcatarc  not  to  be  iktisfied;  the  one  by 
gh/ing^  the  other  by  ^  envied  perfon^s 
•ontiBuing  toi/if/Srv^and  r;rrW.-^Fttely 
fuel  both,  all  the  world  over,  to  flames 
iafttiate  and  devouring. 

But  finceyou  afk  for  n^  opinion,  you 

araft  tdl  me  afl  you  know  or  (urmife 

'  of  fbeir  inducements.  And  if  you  will 

SBC  feffUd  me  to  make  extracts  from 

•  yaurkttertfortheentertainmcntcfvjr 


aunt  and  coufin  in  tbe  little  ffland,  wti^  , 
long  to  hear  more  of  your  aiEiirs,  tt  will 
be  very  obliginr. 

But  you  are  lo  tender  of  (bme  peofple 
who  have  no  tendemefs  for  any-body 
but  themielves,  that  I  muft  conjure  yen, 
to  fpeak  out.  Remember,  that  a  friend- 
fiiip  like  ours  admits  of  no  refenres.You 
may  tmft  my  impartiality.  It  would 
be  an  affront  to  your  own  judgment,  if 
yon  did  nott  fordo  you  not  i^  my  skI- 
vice?  And  have  you  not  taught  me  that 
friend  fliipihould  never  give  a  bias  againft 
inftke?-— Juftt^  them,  therefore,  it  you 
can.  Let  us  lee  if  there  be  any  ftnfi^ 
whether  fufficient  reaftmot  not,  in  their 
choice.  Atprcfent  I  cannot  (and  yet  I 
Know  a  good  deal  of  your  family)  nave 
any  conception  how  all  of  them,  your 
mother  and  your  aunt  Hervey  in  parti- 
cular, can  join  with  the  reft  againft 
judgments  given.  As  to  fome  of  the 
otheris,  I'  cannot  wonder  at  any-thin^ 
they  do,  or  attempt  to  do,  where  felf  ig 
concerned. 

You  aik.  Why  may  npt  yonr  brother 
be  firft  engaged  in  wedlock?  I  '11  tell  yoo 
why:  his  temper  and  his  aiTogance  are 
too  well  known  to  induce  women  he 
^ould  aiptreto,  to  receive  hit  addrefles, 
notwithftandtng  his  great  independent 
acquiiitions,  and  ftil!  greater  profpe£ls. 
Let  me  tell  you,  m)r  dear,  thofe  acoui- 
fitions  have  given  him  more  pride  tnan 
reputation., To  me  he  is  the  moft  intole- 
rable creature  that  lever  converfed  with . 
The  treatment  you  blame,  he  merited 
from  one  whom  he  addrefled  with  the 
air  of  a  perfon  who  prefumes  that  be  is 
about  to  confer  a  favour,  rather  tlian  to 
receive  one.  I  ever  loved  to  mortify 
proud  and  infolent  fpirits.  What,  think 
you,  makes  me  bear  Hickman  near  me, 
but  that  the  man  is  humble,  and  knovira 
and  keeps  his  diftance? 

As  to  your  qucftion.  Why  yonr  elder 
fifter  may  not  be  firft  provided  for?  I 
aniwer,  Becaufe  fhe  muft  have  no  man, 
but  ane  who  has  a  great  and  clear  eflate ; 
that^s  one  thing.  Another  is,  Becaufe 
Ihe  has  a  younger  fifter.  Pray,  my  deari 
be  fo  good  as  to  tell  me,  Wnat  man  ol 
a  great  and  clear  eftate  would  think  ol 
that  eldeft  fifter,  while  the  younger  v^^rt 
fingle? 

YOU  are  all  too  rich  to  he  happir, 
child.  For  miift  not  each  of  you,  by  tnf 
conftttutions  of  your  family,  many  « 
be/clf  richer?  People  who  know  tn  ^arhai 
their  mam  exctUeace  €«Dfift$a  are  do«  ts 
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;be  blamed  ^are^^f?)  fot  C4i]tivatin| 
asd  improving  what  they  think  moi 
valoable?— It  troe  happinefs  any  pait 
of  jour  family  Tiew?— Sq  far  from  it, 
thit  none  of  your  family  but  ^ourfelf 
cauld  be  happy  were  thcv  not  nch .  So 
kt  them  fret  on,  grumVie  and  grudge, 
asd  af cumulate}  aod  wonderiog  wh<U 
iDs  them  that  they  have  not  happineik 
.vises  they  ha^c  riches,  think,  the  c^uCt 
h  vast  of  more^  and  To  go  on  heaping 
Bp,  till  Dea^h»  a$  gi'eedy  a^  accumula- 
tor M  themfelvcs,  gathers  them  into  hit 
famer. 

Well,  then,  once  more  I  fay,  do  you, 
□7  dear*  tell  me  what  you  know  of  their 
arawed and  general  motives ^  and  I  will 
V^jM  more  than  you  will  tell  me  of 
ti:eir  fdlinp!  Your  aunt  Hervey,  you 
hj  *,  has  told  jr(uc  Why  muft  I  afl:  you 
to  kt  me  know  them,  when  you  con- 
defcesd  to  aik  my  advice  on  t2ie  occa- 

That  they  prohibit  your  correfpond- 
ing  with  me^  is  a  wifdom  I  neither  won- 
der at,  nor  blame  them  for;  fince  it  is 
an  evidence  to  me  that  they  know  their 
On  folly:  and  if  they  do,  is  it  Grange 
that  they  (hould  be  amid  to  truft  ano- 
^'%  judgment  upon  it? 

I  am  glad  you  have  found  out  a  wav 
to  cocrdhpond  with  me.  I  approve  it 
ingch.  Iliall2V0rf,if  this&rAtrialof 
it  prove  foccefsful.  But  Ibould  it  no/, 
aad  ftoold  it  fall  into  their  hands,  it 
voBld  not  concern  me  hut  for  yottr 

We  have  heard  before  you  wrote,  that 
vl  vat  not  right  between  your  rela- 
tes and  you  at  your  coming  home: 
^t  Mr.  Solmes  vifited  you,  and  that 
with  a  profpea  of  fucceft.  But  I  con  - 
ebded  the  miftake  lay  in  the perfons  and 
tHat  his  addrefs  was  to  Miu  Arabella. 
And  indeed  had  ihebeen  atgood-natured 
M  yoor  plump  ones  generally  are,  I 
mid  have  thought  her  too  good  for 


*  affiil  m  her  niaptial  preparations. 
'  Who  knows,'  faid  I  to  my  mother, 
'  but  that  when  the  man  has  thrown 
'  ifide  bis  yellow  full-buckled  peruke, 
'andbis broad-brimmed  beaver,'  (both 
Jf  wbich,il  fappofe,  were  Sir  Oliver's 
Ki  of  long  ftandiiig)  '  he  may  cut  a 

*  See  Pa^  s6« 


'  ^olerahlc  figure  dangling  ta  church 
)  with MIfs Belli'— The  womaii,a|ih« 
obrerves,/&od^  excel  the  man  til  fe»- 
Hiits:  and  where  can  ihe  match  (q  wcU 
for  a  foil? 

.  I  indulged  thit  furmlte  againft  ru- 
mouTy^becaufe  I  could  not  believe  thai 
the  abfurdeft  people  in  England  cotlld 
be  fo  'vety  abfoni  as  to  think  of  thi« 
man  for  you. 

We  heard,  moreover,  that  you  re^ 
cei^d  no  vifiters.  I  could  aflign  no  rea^ 
Ton  for  this  j  except  that  the  preparationa 
for  your  fifter  were  to  be  private,  and 
the  ceremony  fuddeo,  for  fear  this  man 
Jhouldf  as  another  man  dU^  change  hit 
mind.  Mifs  Lloyd  and  Mlfs  Biddulph 
were  with  me  to  enquire  what  I  knew 
of  this}  and  of  your  not  being  at  bhurch, 
either  morning  or  afternoon,  the  Sun- 
day after  your  return  from  us$  to  the 
diiappointment  of  a  little  hundred  of 
your  admirers,  to  uic  their  words.  It 
was  eafy  for  me  to  guefs  the  reaibn  ta 
be  what  vou  confirm— Their  appre- 
^henfions  tnat  Lorelace  would  be  there^ 
and  attempt  to  wait  on  you  home. 

My  mother  takes  very  kindly  your 
compliments  in  your  letter  to  her.  Her 
words  upon  reading  it  were(  <  Mift 

*  Clariila  Harlowe   is  an   admirable 

*  young  lady:  wherever  (he  eoes,  flie 
'  confers  a  favour^  whoinever  £e  leavet, 

*  ihe  fills  with  regret.'— And  then  a 
.little  comparative  i*efieftion;   *  O  my 

*  Nancy,  that  you  had  a  little  of  her 

*  fweet  obligingnefsl* 

No  matter.  The  prai(b  was  yours. 
'You  are  me;  and  I  cnjo)'ed  it.  The 
more  enjoyed  it,  becsul^*— Shall  I  tell 
you  the  truth ^—Becaufe  I  think  myftlf 
as  well  ab  I  am-*- Were  it  bat  for  this 
reafoa;  That  had  I  twentv  brodier 
James's,  and  twenty  fifter  tfell's,  npt 
one  of  them,  nor  all  of  them  joined  to- 
gether, would  dare  to  treat  me  as  yourt 
prefume  to  treat  vou.  The  perfon  who 
will  bear  much  mall  have  much  to  bear, 
all  the  world  thioughi  it  is  vour  own 
fcntiment  t«  Eroon£d  upon  tne  ftron^- 
eH  inftance  that  can  be  giveil  in  voilr 
own  family;  though  you  have  to  little 
improved  by  it. 

The  refult  is  this.  That  I  am  fitter 
for  /;&»  world  than  you:  you  for  the 
next  than  me— that's  the  difference.-- 
But  long,  long,  for  my  fake,  and  for 
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liufidreds  of  fakes^  may  it  be  b^fort  jwi 
c[iiii  us  for  company  more  congentsu  to 
you,  and  more  wortny  of  youf 

r  c6inmunitiiUd  to  ttiy  mother  thft 
account  you  give  of  your  ftrange  re- 
ccptibnj  alfo  what  a  horrid  wretch  they 
lave  found  out  for  yotfi  and  the  com 
JTulfory  treatment  thoy  give  vou.  Itonl;^ 
fetlief  on  iftsigriifyingher  lenity  to  m* 
on  my  tjrawftcai  behavioui',  as  flie  nffiA 
ckll  it^  [mothers  muft  have  thfcir  v^, 
you  know,  mV  dear]  to  the  man  wlTom 
the  fo  warmly  i*ecommends,  againft 
whom  it  Teems  there  can  be  no  luft  ex- 
ception; andexpatiatinff'upon  tnt  com- 
blaifance  I  owe  her  for  ner  indulgence. 
%o  I  believe  I  muft  communicate  to  her 
nothing  farther— jefpecially  as  I  ktiow 
Ihe  would  condemn  the  cbiTefpondenci 
between  us,  and  that  betweeft  you  and 
Lovelace,  as  clandeftine  and  un^utiful 

ncecdings,  and  divulge  our  fecrct 
des :  fer  dutv  implicit  is  her  cry. 
And  moreover  ine  lends  a  pretty  open 
ear  to  the  preachments  of  that  ftarch  old 
batclielor  your  uncle  Antony;  and  for 
an  example  to  ber  daughter  would  be 
Uriore  careful  how  (he  takes  your  part» 
be  th^  caufe  ever  fo  jnft. 

Yet  is  not  this  right  policy  neither. 
For  people  who  allow  nothing  will  be 
granted  nothing:  in  oth^  woras,  thofe 
who  aim  at  carrying  too  inany  points 
will  not  be  able  to  carry  any, 

But  can  you  divine,  my  dear,  whxt 
Ibat  old  preachment-making  plump- 
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tween  mv  itiother  and  him!  Such  mu 
tual  praifes  of  oeconormrj  and  *  That 

*  ia  my  way!'— and  «  Tiu  I  do!'— -and  , 

*  J  am  glad  it  has  jour  approbation, 
«  Sirl'— and  •  Tou  look  into  every-' 

*  thing,  Madam !'.;—*  Nothing  would 
»  bcdone,JfI<fi</«fl//'— Suchexclama- 
ti^As  againft  fervants!  Such  exaltirigs 
tifMhAnd^Jear- heart,  zj\d  good-Iaclt 
•—and  *  las  a-iiffjff'^ And  now-and^then 

'  their  converfation  (inking  into  a  wbif- 
pcring  accent,  if  /  come  crofs  themt<^ 
I'll  tcTl  you,  my  dear,  I  doti't  above  half 
like  it, 

Obly  that  thefe  old  batchelors  uibaljy 
take  as  many  years  to  refolveupon  ma- 
trimony as  they  can  reafonably  expeft 
to  live,  or  I  (hould  be  ready  to  Srt  utt- 
oo  his  vifitsj  and  to  reconamfind  Mr. 
iiickm^n  to  my  mother^  act^ptance. 


as  a  much  more  eligible  man ;  for  what 
be  wants  in  years,  he  makes  up  in  gra- 
vity: and  if  you  will  not  chide  me,  t  . 
will  %,  That  there  is  a  primnefs  ia 
both  refpecially  when  the  man  has  pre* 
iumedtoo  much  with  me  upon  my  mo- 
ther's favour  fbr  him,  and  is  under 4if- 
eipIineOQ  that  account)  ^s' makes  thena 
(kttn  near  of  kiti:  and  then  in  contem- 
plation of  my  faucinefs,  and  what  thejr 
both  bear  from  it,  they  figh  away!— and 
feem  Co  mightily  to  compafitonate  eacb 
othet,  (hat  if  pit)r  be  hot  one  remove 
from  love»  I  am  in  no  danger,  while 
they  both  ar^  in  a  great  deal,  and  don't 
know  it. 

Now,  my  dear,  t  know  you  will  bb 
ubon  me  with  your  gnve  airs:  fo  in  for 
tie  lamb,  as  the  faying  is,  in  for  tb^ 
Jbeepi  and  do  you  yourfelf  look  about 
you:  for  1*11  naVe  a  pull  with  you  by 
way  of  being  aforehand.  Hannibal. we 
read,  always  advifed  to  attack  thexei^ 
mans  upon  their  own  territories. 

You  are  pleafed  to  fay,  and  uponjour 
^vord  too!  That  your  regards  (a  mighty 
quaint  word  for  ajfeSwis)  ate  wot  Jh 
mucb  engaged,  ifu  fome  of"  jour  frieneU 
fuppofe,  to  anotber  perfon.  What  need 
you  give  one  to  imagine,  my  dear,  thdt 
the  laft  month  or  two  has  been  a  period 
extremely  favourable  to  that  «/i^^  per* 
fon;  whom  it  has  made  an  obliger  of 
the  niece  for  his  patience  with  the  un- 
cles. 

Buty  to  paft  that  by<— ^0  mkch  eit- 
^jgtAl-^Howmueb,  my  dear? — Shairi 
inra:?  Some  of  jour  friends  fuppofe  m 
great  deed.  You  feem  to  oum  a  tittle. 

Don't  be  angry.  It  is  all  fair:  becaufe 
YOU  have  not  acxnowledged  to  me  that 
iittle.  People,  I  have  heard  you  fay^ 
who  aflSeft  fe<iret8,  always  excite  cu- 
riofity. 

But  you  proceed  with  a  kind  of  drav^  - 
back  upon  your  averment,  as  If  recol. 
leftion  had  given  you  a  doubt— 7W 
know  notjourfelf  if  tbej  be  [fo  nraqh 
engaged.  J  Was  it  neceilary  to  fay  th^» 
to  me? — and  to  fay  it  upon  jour  fwarti 
too? — But  you  know  beft.— Yet  yqu 
don^t  neither,  I  believe.  For  abe^ianli|a^ 
love  is  a£Ved  by  a  fubtle  fpintj  ai^S 
oftentimes,  difcovers  itfdf  to  a  br* 
ftander,  when  the  perfon  poflelfed  ( wfijf 
fliould  I  not  can  pofeffeJ^))uyu^%  not 
ft  has  fttch  a  demon.  * 

But  further  ycyi  fay.  What  fr  BF  BR  • 
k$t^  fetVQMT  jot$  mif  Amv  fir  bm  tm 
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mUUrfiffin,  u  Miwtf  mrre  U  tie 
ujagt  hi  Ota  rtctwed^  widfirjnirjaki 
kntf  thorn  t9  Mpp  ftrfiiud  con/idfra* 

TUsisgoerouflTiaid.  Itisiacha* 
after.  B«ty  O  my  mend,  depend  upon 
it,  jTOQ  are  in  danger.  Depend  upon  it, 
vlictber  YOU  know  it  or  not,  yqu  are  a 
littJe  in  tor  it.  Your  native  generoiitjr 
ud  greatnefs  of  mind  endanger  yout 
ail  your  friends,  by  fighting  tigainfl 
\m  with  impoUtick  violence,  fightybr 
Mm.  Apd  Lovelace,  my  life  for  yours, 
ootwnhianding  all  his  veneration  and 
iffidaities,  has  %ii  fiirther  than  that 
Tcnention,  and  thpfe  aflxduities,  ((b 
vtll  calculated  to  your  meridian)  will 
Ie(hiin  own  he  has  feen—Has  recn,  ia 
Imt,  that  his  work  is  doing  for  him 
ooreeffeduallv  than  he  could  do  it  for 
kiaftlf.  Ana  have  you  not  before 
BOW  Isud,  That  nothing  is  lb  penetrat- 
ing as  the  eye  of  a  lover  who  has  va- 
uiy?  And  who  lays  Lovelace  wantf 
nnity? 

lo  ihort,  my  dear,  it  is  mv  opinion, 
and  that  from  the  eaiinefs  ot  bis  heart 
aad  behaviour,  that  he  has  feen  more 
thus  1  have  ieen  j  more  than  you  think 
add  be  &en— -more  than  I  believe  you 
yomrfi^laowf  or  eUe  you  would  let  mi 
kuowit. 

Already,  la  order  to  reftraia  hia) 
fronniientiog  the  indignities  he  has 
nceived,  and  wiiich  ^re  daily  oi&re4 
liiai,  he  has  prevailed  upon  you  tocor- 
itlpond  with  him  privately.  I  know  he 
bat  nothing  to  boaft  of  from  ivhat  yvu 
hxn  written:  but  is  not  his  inducing 
joa  to  receive  his  letters,  and  to  anfwtr 
tbem,  a  ereai  point  gained^  By  your 
isfiftiog  3iat  he  ihould  keep  this  corre- 
fpoodence  private,  it  appears  that  there 
umfitret  which  you  do  not  wifli  the 
world  Ihoiild  know:  and  he  is  mafter  of 
tbat  feoet.  He  is  indeed  bimfelf,  as  I 
msf  lay,  that  fecret!  What  an  inti* 
Diacjdoesdiis  beget  for  the  lover!  Ho^ 
is  it  diftancing  the  parent ! 

Vet  who,  as  things  are  iituated,  can 
Uime  yool— -Your  condefceniion  has 
aodoubt  hitherto  prevented  great  mif- 
^iefs.  Itmuft  bccpntinuedy  for  the 
^lealbna,  while  the  cau^e  remains. 
7<n  are  diawa  In  by  a  pemecft  fate 

Si  ii^li nation:  but  cuftom,  with 
laudable  purpoies.  will  reconcile 
oe  iBconvenicncy t  and  make  an  tneli- 
*9Aoa,^Ani  t  would  adviTe  you  j[at 
7VB  would  wiib  to  manage  on  an  ^ca« 


fym  (b  critical  with  that  prudence  whicli 
governs  all  your  aflions)  not  to  b« 
afraid  of  entering  upon  a  clofe  exami- 
nation intd  the  true  fprings  and  grounds 
of  this  your  gnerofiij  to  that  happy 
toan. 

It  is  my  humble  opinion,  t  tell  yoit 
ftankly,  that  on  enquiry  it  will  come 
out  te  be  LOVE-«Don*t  ftart,  my 
dear!— Has  not  vour  man  himfelf  had 
ibatural  philofopny  enough  to  obferve 
already  to  your  aunt  Hervey,  that  love 
takes  the  deepeft  root  in  the  fteadieft 
Qiinds  ?  The  deuce  take  his  fly  pene-- 
tration,  I  was  goins;  to  (ay)  tor  thie 
was  fix  or  feven  weeks  ago. 

/  have  been  tinctured,  you  know* 
Nor  on  the  cooleft  refle^^on,  could! 
account  how  and  when  the  jaundice  be- 
gan :  but  had  been  over  head  and  ears, 
iis  the  laying  is,  but  for  feme  of  that 
advice  from  you  which  l  now  return 
you*  Yet  my  man  was  not  half  fo-^ 
So  <wbatj  my  dear— To  be  fure  Love« 
lace  is  a  charmin^^  fellow.  And  were 
heonly— ButI  will  not  make  you  f/9^v^ 
IIS  you  read— Upon  mj  'word  I  wiU  not. 
^Yet,  my  dear,  don't  you  iind  at  your 
heart  fomewhat  unufual  make  it  go 
throb,  throb,  throb,  as  you  i-ead  juib 
here?— If  you  do,  don*tbe  afliamed  to 
own  it— It  is  yow  generefitjf  my  love  • 
.that's  all.— But,  as  the  Roman  aug\ir 
IWd,  <  Caefar,  beware  of  the  ides  of 
<  March  r 

Adieu,  my  deaieft  friend.— Forgive, 
and  very  fpeedily,  by  the  new-found 
expedient,  tell  me,  that  you  forgive^ 
jgur  e%'er-ajfe3i9nati 

AnmaHowi, 


LETTER  XI, 

M1S8  CLARISSA  HARLOWX,  TO  AlX&e 
HOWS, 

WSmCZIOAV,  MASCH  t* 

YOU  both  nettled  and  alaimed. 
me,  my  deareft  Mifs  Howe,  by 
the  concluding  part  of  your  Ia((.  At 
£rft  reading  it,  '  I  did' not  think  It  ne-< 

*  ceffary/  faid  I  to  myfelf,  *  to  guard 

*  againflacrltick,  when  I  wasxvritinjg 
, «  to  fo  dear  a  fric,nd.'     But  then  recoP 

le6lihg  myfelf,  *  Is  there  not  moreiA 

*  it,'  raid  I,  '  than  the  refuU  of  a  vein 

*  fo  naturally  lively?   Surelv  I  muft 

*  have  been  guilty  of  ah  inadvertence* 
/  JLct  me  enter  into  the  clofe  examina«' 

E  a  •  tioak 
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f  tion  of  myfclf  which  my  belovtd' 
^  frienil  advifes/ 

I  do  Coi  and  cannot  own  any  of  the. 
glo'Wf  any  of  the  throbs  yoM  mention. 
•^Uton  my  nvordl  will  repeat  I  cannot* 
^  AnoT^t  *^  paiTages  in  my  letter  upoii 
l^bich  you  are  To  humoronily  feverci^ 
lay  me  fairly  open  to  your  agreeable 
raillery.  I  own  they  do.  And  I  can- 
pot  tell  what  turn  my  mind  had  taken 
to  di6late  fo  oddly  to  my  pen. 

Butyp^ay-now— Is  itfayingro  much, 
when  otie,  who  has  no  very  particular 
regard  to  tu^  man,  fays,  There  are 
Jbme  who  are  preferable  to  others  ?  And 
is  it  blameable  to  fay.  They  are  the  pre- 
ferable,  who  are  not  well  ufed  by  one*t 
relations;  yet  diipenfe  with  thai  uiage 
out  of  regaiid  to  one's  felf  which  they 
inrould  otherwife  refent?  Mr.  Lovelace, 
for  inftance,  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay, 
{s  a  man  to  be  preferred  to  Mr.  Solmesj 
and  that  I  do  prefer  him  to  that  man  i 
but,  furcly,  this  may  be  faid  without 
it's  being  a  neceflary  confequence  that 
I  muft  be  in  love  with  him. 

Indeed  I  would  not  be  in  hvi  with 
Kim^  as  it  it  called,  for  the  world:  firfl, 
becaufe  I  have  no  opinion  of  his  mo- 
ralsj  and  think  it  a  fault  in  which  our 
whole  family  (my  brother  excepted) 
has  had  a  fliart,  that  lie  was  permitted 
to  vifit  us  with  a  hope;  which,  however 
being  diitant,  did  not,  as  I  have  ob« 
ferved  heretofore  *,  entitle  any  of  us 
,fb  call  him  to  account  for  fuch  of  his 
immoralities  as  came  to  our  ears.  Next, 
Wcaufe  I  think  him  to  be  a  vain  man, 
capable  of  triumphing  (fecietly  at  leaft}- 
over  a  perfon  wbofe  heart  he  thinks  he 
has  engaged.  And,  thirdly,  becaufe 
the  ailiduUies  and  veneratioa  which  you 
impute  t<}  him,  feemto  carry  an  haugh- 
tinefs  id  them,  as  if  he  thought  his  i|d. 
drefs  had  a  merit  in  it,  that  would  be 
more  than  an  e<{uivalent  to  a  woman's 
love.  In  Aort,  his  very  poiiteoefs, 
iiotwithilanding  the  advantages  he  muil 
.l>ave  had  from  his  birth  and  education, 
appear  to  me  to  be  conftraincdj  and, 
«riib  the  moft  remarkably  eafy  and  gen- 
teel perfon,  fomething,  at  times,  fe^na 
'to  be  behind  in  h^^manfftrt\\^X.\&  top 
fiudtouily  kept  in.  Then,  good -hu- 
moured as  he  is  thought  to  be  in  the 
Biain  toother  teoflg'sitmnts,  and  thit 
even  to  familiarity,  (although,  as  you 
lava  ^bfcrved,  a  f»^ili(V'ity  that  has 


dignity  in  it  tiot  Unbecoming  a  m^n  of 
quality)  he  is  apt  fometimcs  to  brealc 
out  into  a  paffion  with  bis  0*WH:  an  oath^ 
or  a  curfe  follows^  and  fuch  looks  from" 
thoft  fervants  as  plainly  (hew  terror^ 
and  that  they  (hould  have  fared  worfe* 
had  they  not  been  in  my  hearing:  with' 
a  confirmation  in  (he  mafterV  looks  of* 
a  furmize  too  well  juiiified. 

Indeed,  my  dear,  this  man  is  nor 
THE  man.  I  have  great  obie^lions  no 
him.  My  heart  tbroOs  not  attcr  him .  X 
glo*w  not,  but  with  indignation  againtb 
myfelf  for  having  given*  room  for  fuch 
an  iitiputation.— But  yotr  muft  not, 
my  dearcft  friend,  conttrue  common 
gratitude  into  love.  I  cannot  bear  that 
you  ihould.  But  if  ever  I  fhould  have 
the  misfortune  to  think  it  love,  I  pro- 
mife  you  upon  my  nvord,  which  is  the^- 
fanie  as  upon  my  honour,  that  I  will  ac* 
quaint  you  with  it. 

You  bid  me  to  tell  you  very  fpecdily, 
and  by  the  new-found  expedient,  that 
I  am  not  difpleafed  with  you  for  your 
agi-eeable  raillerv:  I  difpatch  this  there* 
fore  immediately;  poftponing  to  my 
toext  the  account  of  the  inducements 
which  my  friends  have  to  promote  wit  h 
fo  much  eameftnefs  theaddrefs  of  Mr. 
Solmes. 

Be  fatlsfied,  my  dear,  mean  time, 
that  I  am  not  di(pleafed  with  you:  in- 
deed I  am  not.  On  the  contrary,  I 
give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  youf 
friendly  premonitions.  And  I  charg^e 
you,  (as  I  have  often  done)  that  if  you 
obferve  any- thing  in  mefo  very  faulty 
as  would  require  from^ou  to  others  in 
my  behalf  the  palliation  of  friendly 
and  partial  love,  you  acquaint  me  with 
jt?  'jor  methinks  I  would  fo  conduct 
myfelf  as  not  to  give  nsafon  even  for 
an  ad<uerfary  to  cenfure  me;  and  hov^ 
ihall  fo  weak  and  fo  youn|r  %,  creature 
'avoid  the  cenfure  of  fuch ,  \i  my  frienti 
will  not  hold  a  looking^glafs  before  me 
to  let  me  feemyimperfeatons? 

Judge  me,  then,  my  dear,  as  any 
Indifferent  perfon  (knowing  whatjr^M 
Jcnow  of  me)  woulcl  do.  I  may  at  firA 
DC  a  little  pained;  inay  glonv  a  little 
perhaps  to  be  found  lefs  worthy  of  your 
friend/hip  than  I  wiih  to  be|  but  aoure. 
yourfelf,  that  your  kind  corref^ion  will 
give  me  reflexion  that  fliall  amend  me. 
If  it  do  not,  you  will  have  a  fault  to 
accufe  mc  of,  tfait  wiU  bc  utttriy  mtjc- 
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jp^fm: 
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ttjiili:  afittth,  let  m«  fldUI»  thftt  {kould 
fo«  nf  Moiie  me  of  it,  (if  in  your 
•piano  I  am  guilty)  yoo  will  not  be 
(•  mek,  ib  «wrj»{f ,  my  friend  a»  I 
an  ywrs}  fincel  have  never  C^utdyou 
oBtlieltkeoccaiions. 

Hoe  I  break  olTj  to  begin  SBotber 
litm-Toyou^  with  the  affitrance,  mean 
mtt  that  I  am,  and  ever  will  be,  jpour 
:!jitdij  fffe^iamate  an  J  grateful 

Cl.  Harlowe. 


LETTER    XII. 

HISS  HOWB«    TO    MISS    CLARISSA 
HARLOWI. 

TBuasDAY  arn* w.  mabch  a. 

/MDEEDymt  ^wQuldnot  ht  in  Iru^ 
vath  timjhr  the  «i4»ri</.'— Your  fcr- 
Twt,  my  dear.  Nor  woold  I  have  you. 
For  I  think,  with  all  the  advantages  of 
pcHba,  fortone^  and  family,  he  is  not 
by  My  means  wonhy  of  you.  And 
t^iso^Qioa  I  give  as  well  fixwi  the  rea» 
feos  jmi  nentioQy  (which  I  cannot  btit 
cmfrm)  as  from  wliat  I  have  heard  of 
kobst  a  few  hours  ago  from  Mrs. 
Fwtcfctic,  a  favourite  of  Lady  Betty 
bvnace,  who  knows  him  well«-.Bu€- 
^  me  oragnttulate  yon,  however,  on 
T«v  hcmr  the  firft  of  our  lex  tl^tt  ever 
i  heard  of,  who  has  been  able  to  torn 
^  iioo  Love,  at  her  own  pleafareinto 
abjNfag. 

Well  bot,  if  you  have  not  the  throbs 
^  the  glows,  you  have  not:  and  are 
«^  is  lote;  good  reafira  why,  becaaie 
jfnvsoldDotbein  love;  and  theie^s: 
■oiBocetobefiiid.— ^nly,  my  dear,  I 
kail  Uep  a  good  look-out  upon  you; 
^k  I  hope  you  will  upon  yourlelf  s 
^  u  is  Ro  manner  of  argumenti  that 
ktsuie  yott  would  not  be  in  love,  you 
<^ofeaie  not.— -But  before  I  part 
■i^lv  with  this  fobfeA,  a  word  in 
?«sr  ear,  my  charming  friends—It  is 
^hf  by  way  of  cautioo,  and  in  pur- 
«eof  the  general  oblervation,  that 
%tekr4>y  is  often  a  better  judge  of 
{bgioe  than  tbofe  that  play.-*May 
^be,  that  yon  have  had,  and  have, 
'•c^croft  creaturea  and  fnch  odd  heads 
^  Uwitb,  asiiave  not  allowed  you  to 
■MtDthethiDbs^— Or,  if  you  had 
^a  little  now -and- then  ».)^tlier»; 
^^  bad  two  Kcounts  to  place  them 
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to,  you  have  ftoi  by  mUbk^pttt  theni  t» 
thewcongofie^ 

But  wbetlier  yoo  have  a  value  for 
Lovelace  or  not,  I  know  you  will  ba 
impatient  to  hear  what  Mrs.  Forteicua 
has  faid  of  him.  Nor  will  I  keep  yon 
longer  in  Itifpenfe. 

An  handled  wild  ftories  ftc  tells  of 
him,  from  childhood  to  manhoodt  for, 
as  ihe  oblierves,  having  never  been  fub- 
]eSt  to  contradidioo,  lie  was  always  aa 
miichievous  aa  a  monkey .  But  1  (hall 
pafs  over  thefe  whole  hundred  of  hia 
puerile  rogoeries  (although  uuUcaimH 
ones,  as  f  any  fay)  to  taika  notice  aa 
well  of  iame  things  you  are  not  qutta 
ignorant  of,  as  of  others  you  knosr 
not)  and  to  make  a  few  oblervataoaa 
upon  him  and  bit  ways. 

Mrs.  Fortefcae  owns,  what  e^enr- 
body  knows,  that  he  is  notoriouify^ 
nay,  avowedly,  a  man  of  pteafure;  yet 
fays,  that  in  any  thing  he  fcts  his  hMct 
upon  or  undertakes,  be  is  the  moftin* 
dullrious  and  perievering  mortal  undec 
the  fun .  He  refts,  it  fcems».  not  abova 
fix  hours  in  thetweaty.fouff— any  mora 
than  you.  He  delights  in  writing. 
Whethei-  at  Lord  Nl.'St  or  at  hWf 
Betty's,  or  Lady  Sarah's,  be  has  al- 
ways a  pen  in  hi  a  fingers  wlien  be  re- 
tires. One  of  his  eom^anioas  (ooo* 
firming  his  love  of  writing)  has  told 
W,  that  his  thoughts  flow  rapidly  to 
his  pen:  and  you  and  I,  my  dear,  hava 
obferved  on  more  occafiqns  than  onet 
that  thongh  he  writes  even  a  fine  band, 
he  is  one  of  the  readied  andquickeft  of 
writers .  He  muft  indeed  have  had  early 
a  very  docile  genhis;  fince  a  perfoa  of 
bis  pleafureabla  turn  and  aflive  fpirit^ 
could  never  have  fubmitted  to  take  long 
or  great  pains  in  attaining  the  quali^* 
cations  he  is  mafter  of(  qualificationa 
to  feldom  attained  by  youth  of  quality 
and  fortune}  by  lucb  efpecially  eif- 
thofe  of  either,  who,  like  him,  oave 
never  known  what  it  was  to^be^on*- 
trouled. 

He  had  once  it  feems  the  vanity,  upoiv 
beinff  complimented  oh  thele  talents^ 
(anclon  his  ftirpdf  ing  diligence,  for  4 
man  of  pleafure)  to  compare  himfelf  t<» 
Julius  Cn&ri  who  performed  great 
anions  by  day,  and  wrote  them  dowai 
at  night:  and  valued  himfelf,  that  hn 
anly  wanted  Casfar's  out-iettinf»  to 
ma^e  a  figure  among  his  cotemporaries^ 

He  fpokt  thii  iadndi  Ihe  fsyt,  with 
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SB  air  of  pleafiuitry:  £or  flie  ohCtrttdf 
and  fo  have  we,  that  he  has  die  art  of 
aeknowledzing  bis  vanity  with  fo  much 
fnimour,  that  it  fets  him  above  the 
contempt  which  is  due  to  vanity  and 
IHf-  opinion;  and  at  the  iame  ttme  balf- 
l^fuades  thofe  who  hear  him,  that  he 
seaHy  deierves  the  exaltation  he  gives 
himklf. 

But  fappoiing  it  to  be  true  that  all 
Ins  vaeant  nightly  hours  are  employed 
in  writing,  what  can  be  his  fubjeds  ^ 
If,  like  Csefar,  his  own  anions,  he 
muft  undoubtedly  he  a  very  qiterpris- 
ing  and  very  wicked  man)  lince  no- 
Body  fufpefts  him  to  have  a  ferious 
tfun:  and,  decent  as  he  is  in  his  con- 
vrrfation  with  us,  his  writings  are  not 
probably  fuch  as  would  redound  either 
to  his  own  honour,  or  to  the  benefit  of 
others,  were  they  tt>  be  read.  I^e  muft 
be  confcious  of  this,  iince  Mrs.  For- 
tefcue  (ays,  that  in  the  great  correipond- 
cnce  by  letters  which  he  holds,  he  is  as 
lecret  and  as  careful  as  if  it  were  of  4 
treafonable  nature— yet  troubles  not  his 
liead  with  politicks,  though  nobody 
Jittows  the  interefts  of  princes  and 
courts  better  than  be  is  faid  to  do. 

That  you  and  I,  my  dear,  ihould' 
love  to  wii  te,  i  s  no  wonder.  We  have 
sdways,  from  the  time  each  could  hold 
a  pen,  delighted  in  epiftolary  corre* 

fcndences.  Our  employments  are 
neftick  and  fcdentary;  and  we  can 
firribble  upon  twenty  innocent  fubje^s, 
and  uke  delight  in  them  hecaufe  they 
4tre  innocent;  though  were  they  to  be 
&en,  they  might  not  much  profit  or 
pkafe  others.  But  that  Aich  a  f^y^ 
Mvely  young  fcUowat  this,  'wfao  ndes, 
lunts,  travels,  freouents  the  publidc 
entertainments,  and  has  numu  to  pur- 
Ibe  his  pleafiires,  ibould  be  able  to  fet 
^mfelf  down  to  write  for  hours  toge- 
Aer,  as  jou  and  I  have  heard  him  fay 
fee  frequently  does,  that  is  the  ftrange 
thing. 

Mrs.  Fortefcue  (ays,  that  he  is  a 
tomnleat  mafter  of  fliort-  hand  writing. 
By  tne  way,  what  inducements  could 
lbc)i  a  fwttt  writer  as  he  have  to  leani 
iiort.haBdf 

Sfaeftys  (and  we  know  it  at  well  at 
iie)  that  he  has  afurprizing  nwoMMyf 
awl  a  very  lively  imagination. 

IVlMtever  his  other  vices  are,  all  the 
WIPtH,  at  well  4»  Mrs  .Fortifcue,  fays 
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he  if  a  Mer man.  And  %m^g  nMlfnm 
bad  qualities,  giummfp  that  great  vraflor 
of  time  as  well  as  fortune,  is  not  hi%i 
vtcet  h  that  he  muft  haye  his  beiui  a« 
cool,  and  his  reafbn  as  clear»  as  the 
prime  of  youth  and  his  natural  g^ctjr 
will  permit;  and  by  his  early  iiKMniisig 
hours*  a  great  portion  of  time  upon 
his  hands,  to  employ  in  writing^^  or 
worfe.    . 

Mrs.  Fortefcue  fays,  he  has  one 
gentleman  who  is  more  his  intimate 
and  correfpondent  than  any  of  the  reft. 
You  remember  what  his  difmifled 
bailiff  faid  of  him  and  of  his  alio- 
ciates*.  I  don't  find  but  that  inan^s 
charaiftei*  of  him  was  in  general  prettjc 
juft.  Mrs.  Fortefcue  confirms  this 
part  of  it,  that  all  his  relations  sure 
afraid  x>f  him|  and  that  his  pride  lets- 
him  above  owtn^  obligations  to  tbem« 
She  believes  he  is  clear  of  the  worl<f| 
and  that  be  will  continue  fo:  no  doobt 
from  the  iame  motive  that  makes  hitxk 
avoid  being  obliged  to  his  relatioi»s» 

A  perfon  wilting  to  think  favour- 
ably of  him  would  hope,  that  a  iwa^^j*^ 
a  liornidt  and  a  diligent  sun«  cannot 
htnatKrailj  a  had  man.-— But  if  l^e  be 
beuer  than  his  enemies  fay  he  i^t  (andl 
if  wor(e,  he  is  bad  indeed)  he  ia  guilty 
<»f  an  inexcufable  fault  in  bein^  io 
carelefs  as  he  is  of  his  repi^tatioQ.  X 
think  a  man  can  be  fo  but  from  one  oF 
tfaefe  two  rcafons:  either  that  be  is  con  - 
(cious  hedeferves  the  ill  fpoken  of  him  ( 
or,  that  he  takes  a  pride  in  being  thoti;gKtL 
worfe  than  he  is.  Both  very  bad  anil 
threatening  indications;  fince  the  firft 
muft  ihew  him  to  be  utterly  abaadoned^ 
and  it  is  but  natural  10  conclude  froo^ 
the  other^  that  what  a  man  is  notaOiaiiied 
to  have  imputed  to  him,  he  will  noc 
fcruflU  to  be  guilty  of  whenever  he  has 
anopportimitv* 

Upon  the  umolci  and  upon  all  X  coulcl 
ffatherfrom  Mrs.  Fortefcue,  Mr.  Love* 
lace  is  a  very  faulty  man.  You  and  X 
have  thought  him  too  gay,  too  inooa^ 
fiderate.  too  TfOHf  too  little  an  hjrpo- 
crite»  to  be  diip.  You  (ee  he  aev^r 
would  diiguiie  his  natui^  tianyttm 
f  haughty  as  it  certainly  is)  with  ve* 
fpeft  to  your  brother's  iKhaviour  t^ 
him.  Where  he  thinks  a  contempt 
due,  heptysittotheatlerrooft.  Koc 
has  he  complai  Alice  cnou^  tt>  ipw^ 
your  tmcles* 


•  Ps|es6« 
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Rot  were  lie  uccpy  mq  €vcr  So  occpi 
I  would  ibcn  penetrate  bim,  if  they 
ali  leave  yoTi  to  yoorlelf.     His  ra^ 
f  would  be  your  chie.    Ncrer  tnati 
iret  yet,  as  Mrs.  Forttftue  oV- 
ftcver  did  man  carry  it  off  lb 
There  is  a  ftrao^  mixtttre 
ft  of   bumoroQS    viriaty :    fince 
:  for  one  half  of  what  he  ftys  of 
ifeJf,  when  he  is  in  the  vein,  any 
IMet  man  would  be  infafFerable. ' 
#        # 

Talk  of  tbe  de^i,  is  an  old  fey- 
ng.  The  Rirely  wretch  has  made  me 
a  ji£x,  and  is  bnt  juft  gone  away.  He 
B  all  itnpAtienee  and  refentment  at  tbe 
omaieni  yoo  mttt  with;  and  full  of 
j^pTEbenfions  too,  that  they  will  cany 
tbar  point  ^th  you. 

I  told  h?m  my  opinion,  that  you 
will  oeTer  be  brought  to  think  of  (hch  a 
■to  as  Solmes;  but  that  it  will  probably 
csd  in  a  compo6tion,  tiert£  to  hare 
cner. 

Ho  man,  he  faid,  whole  formnet  and 
aOsances  are  fo  confiderable,  erer  had 
£>  little  fiToiir  from  a  woman  forwhofc 
ttefae  had  borne  Co  much. 

I  told  him  my  mind  as  freely  as  I 
sdbi  to  do.  But  who  ever  was  in 
felt,  lelf  being  jud^?  Hecomplaiil- 
fd  of  ^ies  being  fet  upon  his  condu^, 
sad  to  pry  into  his  Hie  and  morals,  and 
iKs  by  your  brother  and  oncJes. 

1  tdd  him,  that  this  was  very  hard 
apoo  bim$  mod  the  more  lb,  as  neither 
his  life  aor  morals  pcihaps  would  ftand 
a^enqoirv. 

He  fmiled,  and  called  himfelf  avf 
fifvttcf . — ^The  occafion  was  too  fair, 
he  &id,  for  Mifs  Howe,  who  never 
l^aied  him,  to  let  it  pafs.— Btrt,  Lord 
wp  the  fiialtow  ibols  of  the  Harlowes! 
Woidd  I  believe  it?  they  were  for  turn - 
mg  plotters  upon  bim.  They  had  beft 
bke  care  be  did  not  pay  them  in  thar 
om  coin.  Their  bieartj  were  better 
tBTBcdfor  fach  works  than  their  i(M4i!r. 
I  a&edhtm,  if  he  valued  himfelf  itp- 
«  having  a  head  better  turned  than 
ibws  for  /Ucb  ^iJtfarh,  fts  he  called 


lie  dx«w  off:  and  then  rkn  into  the 
Wtaft  profeiBofts  of  reverttice  afld 
wdon  for  voti. 

Tbe  objeft  lb  mentoriotiS,  Snhd  eiB 
Idbht  the  realty  of  his  prdfeiEdnf  F 

Afieu,  my  deareft,  my  noble  friebdt 


if 

«-T  love  and  admire  yod  for  Ae  gentf» 
rous  conclnlion  of  your  laft  more  thaa 
I  can  exprefs.  Though  I  began  tfaa 
letter  wim  impertinent  raillery,  know*, 
ing  that  you  always  loved  to  in^ge 
my  mad  rein,  yet  never  was  thieie  ^ 
heart  that  more  glosved  with  ^kndlf 
love«  than  that  of/«ar  own 

AiimaU0««. 


LETTER    xm. 

MISS  CtA&lSSA  UARIOWE,  TO  MIt)| 

Wl^lf .    MAKCII  U    ' 

IKow  take  up  my  pen,  to  lay  tfefoM 
^ou  the  inducements  and  motivea 
which  my  friends  have  to  efpoufe  focir- 
neftly  the  addrefs  of  this  Mr.  Solmei. 

In  order  to  fet  this  matter  in  a  cle^r 
light,  it  is  neceffary  to  go  a  little  back« 
and  even  perhaps  to  mention  fonie 
things  which  you  already  know:  and 
fo  yon  may  look  upon  what  I  am  goin|^ 
to  relate,  as  a  kind  of  fupplement  f 
my  letters  of  the  15th  and  20th  of  Ji- 
soarylaft*. 

In  thofe  letters,  of  which  1  have 
kept  memorandums,  I  gave  you  an  ac« 
count  of  my  brother's  and  fitter's  and« 
pathy  to  Mr.  Love!  ace  ^  and  the  m^ 
thods  they  took  (fo  far  as  they  hU 
then  come  to  my  knowledge)  to  ruin 
him  in  the  opinion  of  my  otner  friends. 
And  I  told  you,  that  after  a  very  cold^ 
yet  not  a  clireftiy  affrontive  behaviour 
to  him,  they  all  of  a  fu4dtn\  becaine 
more  violent,  and  proceeded  to  perib- 
nal  infults;  which  brought  on  at  laft  the 
unhappy  rencounter  between  my  bro- 
ther ana  him. 

Now  yon  mnft  know,  that  from  the 
hft  converfetion  that  pafled  between  my 
aunt  and  me,  it  comes  out,  that  this 
fuddm  vehemence  on  my  brother's  and 
fiftev^s  parts,  was  owing  to  ftronger 
reafons  than  to  the  col  lege -beeun  anti- 
pathy on  his  fide,  or  to  flighted  lo^e 
on  hcra^  to  wit,  to  an  apprehenfibn 
'  that  my  uncles  intended  to  follow  my 
grafldfather'a  example  in  my  favour; 
at  leaft  in  a  higher  degree  than  thev  wtu 
thc]f  ihoidd'.  An  appreh^hfton  fonn^** 
'ed  it  feemt  00  a  .converfation  Imwe^ 
'my  twp  uncles  and  my  brother  and  AT- 
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4er}  wkich  my  vunt  communicatrd  tp 
wot  in  confidence,  ts  an* argument  ta 
Mvaal  upon  roe  to  accept  of  Mr. 
Solmea't  n9bU  fcttlementt  j  urging, 
that  iiieh  a  iralbnable  compliance  ^vouul 
.fmAntemy  brotber*aand  fifter^s  views, 
jumI  eftablim  me  for  ever  in  the  love  of 
my  father  and  uncles. 

I  will  give  you  the  fubftance  of  this 
•comnranieatM  eonverfiiiiony   after  I 
bave  made  a  brief  introdu6tory  obfer. 
nation  or  two:  which  however  I  hard- 
ly need  to  make  to  you  who  are  lb  well 
nequainted  with  us  all,  ^id  not  the  fe- 
^es  or  thread  of  the  ftory  require  it. 
'  I  have  more  than  once  mentioned  to 
you  the  darling  view  fome  of  us  have 
jong  had  of  raying  a  family ,  as  it  is 
.called:  a  reileAlon,  as  I  have  often 
^thought,  upon  our  own;  which  is  no 
*incondderabIe  or  upftait  one,  on  either 
fide;  on  my  mother's  efpecially.— >A 
.  view  too  frequently  it  feems  entertained 
by  families  which,  having  great  Tub- 
.  Ikaace,  cannot  be  latisfied  without  rank 
and  title. 

My  uacles  had  once  extended  this 

.'▼icw  to  each  of  us  three  children;  urg- 

ing»  that  as  they  tbcmrclves  intended 

sot  to  marry,  we  each  of  us  might  be 

.fo  portioned,  and  fo  advantageouAy 

.matched,  as  that  ourpofterity,  if  net 

.  eorfelvety  might  make  a  fir  ft  figure  in 

«or country— -while  my  brother,  as  the 

only  fon,  thought  the  two  girls  might 

be  very  well  provided  for  by  ten  or  nf-. 

teen  thoufana  pounds  apiece:  and  that 

[  all  the  real  eftates  in  the  family,  to  wit, 

aiy  grandfather^^,  father*s,  and  two  . 

.  Iindcs,  and  the  remainder  of  their  re- 

'  fpeAive  perfonal  eftates,  together  with  . 

.  what  he  had  an  expectation  of  from  his 

tfodmother,  would  make  fuch  a  noble 

iK>rtune»  and  eive  him  fuch  an  intereft, 

as  might  entitle  him  to  hope  for  a  peer- 

Hge.    Nothing  lefs  would  fatisfy  bis  . 

Mibition. 

With  this  view  he  gave  him&lf  airs 
very  early;  That  his  f  randfatber  and 
vncles  were  his  ftewarch;  thai  ao  man 
.  ever  had  better;  that  daughters  were 
butincumbrancef  and  drawbackt  updn 
a  family.  And  thit  \ow  and  familiar  . 
cxprtfiion  was  often  in  his  mouth,  and 
uttered  always  with  the  ielf-.complai- 
faace  which  an  imagined  hapoy  thought 
,  can  be  fuppofed  to  give  the  Ipeaker;  ^o 
«(it»  That  a  man  wno  ha$  Ipns'  hi-ioga 
up  chickens  for  his  own  table,  [though 
f  iif^  J  made  kUyomj^xi^^fifi^Sfp^ 


hint,  by  aficing  him,'  IF  the  /bnar  < 
make  it  hold,  were  to  have  their  necl 
wrung  off?]  whereas  daughters  ai 
chickens  brought  up  for  the  tables  < 
.other  men.  This  accompanied  wii 
the  equally  polite  refie^ion.  That,  i 
induce  people  to  take  them  oft*  the 
hands,  the  family- ftock  muft  be  in 
paired  into  thehar^in,  ufed  to  put  m 
fifteroutof  all  patience:  and  althoac 
file  now  feems  to  think  zydunger  fifti 
only  can  be  an  incumbrance,  fiie  w: 
then  often  propofing  to  me  to  make 
party  in  our  own  favour  againfi:  m 
.brother*s  rapacious  wt^wSf  as  flie  uA 
to  call  them;  while  I  was  for  confidei 
ing  the  liberties  he  took  of  this  fort  s 
the  effed  of  a  temporary  pleafantri 
which  in  a  young  man  not  naturall 
.good-humoured,  I  was  glad  to  lee;  < 
as  a  foible  that  defervcd  raillery,  bi 
no  other  notice. 

But  when  my  £randfather*s  will  ^< 
the  purport  of  which  in  my  particui: 
favour,  until  it  was  opened,  1  waa  s 
ignorant  as  they)  had  lopped  off  or 
branch  of  my  brother's  expe6iation,  I 
was  extremely  diflatisfied  with  nn 
'Nobody  indeed  was  pleafed  i  for  ai 
though  eveiy^one  loved  me,  yet  bcin 
the  younpft  child,  father,  unclei 
brother,  fifter,  all  thought  themfelv< 
poftponed,  as  to  matter  of  right  an 
power.  [Who  loves  not  power?]  An 
my  father  himfelf  could  not  bear  that 
fiiould  be  made  fole,  as  I  may  call  i 
and  independent;  for  fuch  the  will»  s 
to  that  eftate  and  the  powers  it  gmv< 
(unaccountably  as  they  all  faid)  mad 
me. 

To  obviate  therefbre  every  one^s  \a 
loufy,  I  gave  up  to  my  father^a  nas 
nagement,  as  you  know,  not  only  tl 
eftate,  hut  the  money  bequeathed  nu 
(which  was  a  moiety  of  what  m 
grandfather  had  by  him  at  his  death 
the  other  moiety  being  bequeathed  t 
my  fifter)  contenting  my feJt  to  take  a 
from  bis  bounty  what  he  was  pleafed  t 
alkiw  me,  without  defiring  the  Icaft  ad 
dtdon  to  my  annual  ftipeod.  An 
then  I  hoped  I  had  laid  all  envy  afleep 
iuit.ftiU  my  brother  and  fifter  (j«^om 
as  now  is  evident,  of  mv  two  uncle 
favour  for  me,  and  of  tne  pleafuK 
had  f  iyen  my  father  and  th«n  by  thi 
aft.  of  duty)  were  every  now-aii4- the 
ppc^onaliy.doing  me  covert  ill  pieces 
of  which,  oowever,  I  took  the  lefa^no 
Wt^/ttkm  I  wa»  WM  of  them,  aa 
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ftought  I  had  removed  the  cau fc  of 
tkcircnvy;  and  I  imputed  every-thlng 
of  that  fort  to  the  petulance  they  are 
both  pretty  much  noted  for. 

My  brother's  acquifiti«n  then  took 
place.  This  made  us  all  very  happy; 
aod  he  went  down  to  take  poUeflion  of 
h:  and  his  abfence  (on  fo  good  an  ac- 
oouBl  too)  made  us  ftill  happier.  Then 
followed  Lord  M.'s  propofai  for  my  fjf- 
ter:  and  this  was  an  additional  felicity 
for  the  time.  I  have  told  you  how  ex- 
ceedingly good-humoured  it  made  my 
£fter. 

You  know  how  that  went  off:  you 
know  what  came  on  in  it's  place. 

My  brother  then  returned j  and  we 
were  all  wrong  again:  and  Bella,  as  I 
obferved  in  my  letters  above-mention- 
ed, had  an  opportunity  to  give  herfelf 
the  credit  of  having  rcfufed  Mr.  Love- 
lace, oh  the  fcorc  of  his  reputed  faulty 
■orals.  This  united  my  brother  and 
fiftcr  in  one  caufe.  They  let  themfelves 
on  all  occafions  to  depreciate  Mr.  Love- 
lace, and  his  famify  too,  (a  family 
which  dcferves  nothing  but  rcfpeft:) 
and  this  gave  rife  to  the  converlation  I 
am  leading  to  between  my  uncles  and 
themj  of  which  I  now  come  to  give  the 
particulars;  after  I  have  obferved,  that 
it  happened  before  the  rencounter,  and 
fi»n  after  the  enquiry  made  into  Mr. 
Lovelace's  affairs  had  come  out  better 
than  my  brother  and  filler  hoped  it 
woold*. 

They  wcrcbitterly  inveighingagainft 
him,  in  their  ufusl  way,  mcngthening 
their  invefll ves  with  fomc  new  flories  in 
his  disfavouri  when  my  uncle  Antony, 
baring  given  them  a  patient  hearing, 
declared.  That  he  thought  the  gentle- 
man behaved  like  a  gentleman;  his 
niece  Clary  with  prudence;  and  that  a 
iBore  honourable  alliance  for  the  fami- 
ly, as  he  had  often  told  tbem^  could 
sot  be  wiftied  for:  fince  Mr.  Lovelace 
had  a. very  good  paternal  eftate;  and 
that,  by  the  evidence  of  an  enemy,  all 
clear.  Nor  did  it  appear,  that  he  was 
ib bad  a  man  as  he  had  been  reprelented 
tobe:  wild  indeed;  but  it  was  at  a  gay 
time  of  life.  He  was  a  man  of  fenfe: 
and  he  was  fure  that  his  niece  would 
Bothave  him,  if  ihe  had  not  good  rea- 
ibn  to  think  him  reformed  ^  or  that 
there  was  a  likelihood  that  fhe  coiild  re- 
iotm  him  by  her  example. 

My  node  then  gave  one  inflance,  my 


aunt  told  me,  as  a  proof  of  a  ^enerofity 
in  Mr.  Lovelace's  fpirit,  which  con- 
vinced him,  that  he  was  not  a  bad  man 
in  nature;  and  that  he  was  of  a  temper, 
he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  like  my  own; 
which  was,  That  when  he  (my  uncle) 
had  reprefented  to  him,  that  he  might, 
if  he  pleaied,  make  three  or  four  hun- 
dred poimds  a  year  of  his  paternal  eftatc, 
more  than  he  did;  he  anfwered.  That 
his  tenants  paid  their  rents  well;  that 
it  wlas  a  maxim  with  his  family,  from 
which  he  would  by  no  me^ns  depart, 
never  to  rack-rent  old  tenants,  or  their 
defcendants;  and  that  it  was  a  pleafure 
to  him,  to  fee  all  his  tenants  look  fat, 
(leek,  and  contented. 

I  indeed  had  once  occadonally  heard 
him  fay  fomethinglikethis;  and  thought 
he  never  looked  io  well  as  at  the  time— 
except  once;  and  that  was  in  an  inllance 

fiven  by  him  on  the  following  inci- 
ent. 

An  unhappy  tenant  of  my  uncle  An- 
tony came  petitioning  to  my  uncle  for 
forbearance,inMr.Lovelacc'sprcfence, 
When  he  had  fruitlefsly  withdrawn, Mr. 
Lovelace  pleaded  his  caufe  fo  well,  that 
the  man  was  called  in  again,  and  had 
his  fuit  granted.  And  Mr.  Lovelace 
privately  followed  him  out,  and  gave 
him  two  guineas,  for  prefent  relief;  the 
man  having  declared,  that,  at  the  time, 
he  had  not  five  ihillings  in  the  world. 

On  this  occafion,  he  told  my  uncle, 
(but  without  any  airs  of  oftentation) 
That  he  had  once  obferved  an  old  te- 
nant and  his  wife  in  a  very  me  in  habit 
at  church;  and  queftioning  them  about 
it  next  day,  as  he  knew  they  had  no 
hard  bargain  in  their  firm,  the  man 
faid.  He  had  done  fome  very  fooiifh 
things  with  a  good  intention,  whicli 
had  put  him  behind -hand,  and  he 
could  not  have  paid  his  rent,  and  ap- 
pear better.  He  alked  him  how  long 
It  would  take  him  to  rctiicve  the  fool- 
ifli  ftephe  acknowledged  he  had  made. 
He  faid,  *  Perhaps,  two  or  three  years.* 
— '  Well,  then,'  faid  he,  *  I  will  abate 

*  you  five   pounds   a   )ear  for   fevea 

*  years,  provided   you  will  lay  it  out 

*  upon  your  wife  and  felf,  that  you 

*  may  make  a  Sundjy  appearance  like 
'  MY  tenants.  Mean  time,  take  this,* 
(putting  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and 
giving  him  five  guineas)  *  to  put  your- 

*  fclves  in  prefent  plight;  and  let  me 

*  fee  you  next  Sunday  at  church,  hand 
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<  in  hand,  like  an  honed  and  loving 
i  couple }  and  I  befpeak  you  to  dine 
€  with  me  afterwards." 

Although  this  plealed  me  when  I 
lieard  it,  as  giving  an  in  (lance  of  ge- 
lierofity  and  prudence  at  the  fame  time, 
not  leflening  (i%  my  uncle  took  no* 
tice)  the  yearly  value  of  the  farm,  yet, 
my  dear,  I  had  no  ibrth,  no  globus 
upon  it  \-^Upon  my  tvordf  I  had  not. 
Nevcrthelcfs,  I  own  to  you,  that  I 
could  not  help  faying  to  myfelf  on  the 
eccafion,  Were  it  ever  to  oe  my  lot  to 
have  this  man,  he  would  not  hinder  me 
from  purfuine  the  methods  I  ^  mbch 
deligtu  to  take— with,  A  pity,  that 
iuch  a  man  were  not  uniformly  good! 

Forgive  me  this  digrelTion. 

My  uncle  went  on,  (as  my  aunt  told 
ne)  That,  befides  his  paternal  eftate, 
he  was  the  immediate  heir  to  very  fplen- 
did  fortunes:  that,  when  he  was  in 
treaty  for  his  niece  Arabella,  Lord  M. 
told  him  (my  uncle)  what  ^at  things 
he  and  his  two  half-fifters  intended  to 
do  for  him,  in  order  to  qualify  him  for 
the  title,  which  would  be  extinfb  at  his 
lordihip*s  death,  and  which  they  hoped 
to  procure  for  him,  or  a  Jiill  bigb^r^ 
that  of  thofe  ladies  father,  which  had 
been  for  Tome  time  extin£l  on  failure  of 
>iieirs  male.  That  it  was  with  this 
view  that  his  relations  were  all  fo  ear- 
ned for  his  marrying:  that  as  he  faw 
not  where  Mr.  Lovelace  could  better 
himfelf,  fo,  truly,  he  thought  there  was 
tvcaith  enough  in  their  own  family  to 
buildup  three  confiderable  ones;  that 
therefore  he  muft  needs  fay,  he  was  the 
more  defirous  of  this  alliance  as  there 
l^as  a  great  probability,  not  only  from 
Mr.  Lovelace's  defcent,  but  from  his 
fortunes,  that  bis  niece  Clarifla  mi^ht 
one  day  be  a  peerefs  of  Great  Britain. 
And  upon  thatprorpe6t  [HereKvas  tbi 
fnortifying  ftroke\  he  ihould,  for  his 
own  part,  think  it  not  wrong  to  make 
fuch  aifpofitions  as  ihould  contribute  to 
the  better  fupport  of  the  dignity. 

My  untie  Harlowe,  it  feems,  i^r 
from  difapprovine  of  what  his  brother 
had  faid,  declared.  That  there  was  but 
one  objection  to  an  alliance  with  Mr. 
Lovelace;  to  wit,  his  faulty  morals: 
ejbecially  as  £o  much  could  be  done  for 
Mifs  Bella,  and  for  my  brother  too, 
by  my  father;  and  as  my  brother  was 
a£Vually  poffefTed  of  a  confiderable  eilate 
by  virtue  of  the  deed  of  gift  and  will 
^  his  godmotlterLoVell'^ 
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Had  I  known  this  befort,- 1  (fioutf 
the  lefs  have  wondei'ed  at  many  things 
I  have  been  unable  to  account  tor  in  my" 
brother^ft  and  fifter^s  behaviour  to  me; 
and  been  more  on  my  guard  than  I  ima« 
gined  there  was  a  necerfity  to  be. 

You  may  eafilygucfs  Bow  much  this 
converfation  affefl^d  my  brother  at  the 
time.  He  could  not,  you  know,  hutr 
be  very  imeafy  to  hear  ^Lvo  afbujienv^ 
ards  talk  at  this  rate  to  his  Uce. 

He  bad  from  early  days,  by  his  vio- 
lent temper,  made  himfelf  both  feared 
and  courted  by  the  whole  fhmily.  My 
father  himfelt,  as  I  have  lately  men- 
tioned, very  often  (long  before  my 
brotber*s  acquifitionshad  made  him  ftill 
more  afluming)  gave  way  to  him  as  fX> 
an  only  Ton  wKo  was  to  build  up  the 
name,  and  augment  the  honour  of  it. 
Little  inducement  therelbie  had  my 
brothel'  to  corred  a  temper  which  gave 
him  fo  much  confideration  with  every, 
body. 

<  See,  Cfter  Bella,'  faid  he,  in  an 
indecent  pailion  before  tk^  uncles,  on. 
this  occalion  I  have  mentioned—*  (ee- 
<  how  it  is!— You  and  I  ought  to  look 

*  about  us !— >This  little  fyren  Is  in  a. 

*  fair  way  to  out-wteU,  as  (he  has.  aU 

*  ready  out-grandfatber^d  us  both !  * 
From  this  time  (as  I  now  find  it 

plain  upon  recollection)  did  my  bro- 
ther  and  fifter  behave  to  me,  as  to  one 
who  ftood  in  their  way;  and  to  each 
other,  as  having  but  one  intereil:  and 
were  refolved,  therefore,  to  bend  all 
their  force  to  hinder  an  alliance  from 
taking  eifeCl,  which  they  believed  was 
likely  to  oblige  them  to  contra£l  their 
views. 

And  how  was  this  to  be  done,  after 
fuch  a  declaration  from  both  my-  un« 
cles? 

My  brother  found  out  the  way.  My 
fifter  (as  I  have  faid)  went  hand  in  hand 
with  him.  Between  them,  the  family  • 
union  was  broken,  and  every -one  was 
made  uneafy.  Mr.  Lovelace  was  re. 
ceived  more  and  more  coldly  by  all r 
but  not  being  to  be  put  out  of  his 
courfe  by  (lights  oir/y,  perfooal  affronts 
fucceeded;  defiances  next;  then  the  ren- 
counter:  that,  as  you  have  heard,  did 
the  bu(iners;  and  now,  if  I  do  not 
oblige  them,  mj  srandfather^s  eitate  is 
to  be  litigated  with  me;  and  I,  who  ne- 
ver defigned  to  take  advantage  of  the 
independency  bequeathed  me,  am  to  he^ 
dt  dependent  upon  myfcUbir^ttvUI,  as  a 
daughter 
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ia/fhUTM^ht  to  he  nvho  kmwos  not  nubai 
cp9dj^  berftlf.  This  is  the  language 
fltthe  family  now. 

Bot  if  I  will  AifFer  mjrrelf  to  br  pre- 
failed  upon,  how  happy  fas  thn  lay  it 
oat)  (hall  weal)  bcl — Sqcd  preftnts  am 
I  to  hare,  fuch  jewels,  and  I  cannot  tell 
what,  from  eveiy  one  of  the  family! 
THen  Mr.  Solmes*s  fortunes  are  ib 
great,  and  his  propofals  fo  Tery  advan- 
tageous, (no  relation  whom  he  values) 
that  there  will  be  abundant  room  to 
f»fe  mine  upon  them,  were  the  high- 
intended  favours  of  my  own  relations 
to  be  quite  out  of  the  oueftion.  More- 
ow  it  is  now,  with  this  view,  found 
out,  that  I  have  qualiiications  which  of 
tbemfthjes  will  be  a  full  c<}uivalent  to 
Mr.  Solmes  for  the  fettlements  h«  is  to 
mikej  and  ftill  leave  him  under  an 
obligation  to  me  for  my  compliance. 
He  himfelf  thinks  fo,  I  am  told— So 
very  poor  a  creature  is  he,  even  in  bu 
9«n  eyes,  as  vrell  as  in  tbtirj. 

Theie  defirable  views  anfwered,  how 
ikh,  how  fplendid,  fball  we  all  three 
be!  And  I-— what  obligations  (hall  I 
hy  upon  them  all  1— And  that  only  by 
doing  an  ad  of  duty  fo  fuitable  to  m^ 
diarafter,  and  manner  of  thinking;  if 
indaed  I  am  the  generous  as  well  as  du- 
faful  civature  I  lunre  hitherto  made  them 
beUere  I  am. 

This  is  the  bright  iide  that  is  turned 
to  my  father  and  uncles,  to  captivate 
lAoa;  but  I  am  afraid  that  m^  brother^s 
and  fifter*a  defign  is  to  ruin  me  with 
iktm  at  any  rate.  Were  it  otherwife, 
would  they  not,  on  my  return  fropi  you, 
)iave  rather  fought  to  court  xhzn  frighten 
me  into  meafures  which  their  hearts  are 
fe  much  ben^to  carry?  A  method  they 
have  IbHowed  ever  bnce. 

Mean  time,  orders  are  erven  to  al]  the 
firvasts  to  Ihew  the  bigheft  refpeA  to 
Mr.  SolmeS)  Hb^gemroui  Mr.  Solmes 
is  now  his  charaAer  with  fome  of  our 
family!  But  are  not  thefe  orders  a  tacit 
f^afrflion,  that  they  think  his  own  me- 
fit  will  not  procure  him  refpeft?  He  is 
accordingly,  in  ereiy  vifit  he  makes,  not 
anly  highly  careflcd  by  the  principals  of 
evfinulyy  but  obfo^niou fly  attended 
and  cringed  to  by  the  menials. •*- And 
Jir  wMe  fettUmenti  are  echoed  from 
dtty  naooth. 

MoUe  it  the  word  uied  to  enforce  the 
oISm  of  a  man  who  is  mean  enough 
avowedly  fo  bate^  and  wicked  enough 
fo  nropoic  to  rok  of  ^ir  juft  txpe^a- 


tions,  his  own  familyt  (every  on 
*     i  Hands  in 
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which  at  the  fame  time  Hands  in  tp^ 
much  need  of  bis  favour)  in  order  to 
fettle  all  be  is  worth  upon  me)  and  if  I 
die  without  children,  and  he  has  none 
by  any  other  marriage,  upon  a  family 
which  already  abauMt.  Soch  are  his 
propofaU. 

But  were  there  no  other  motire  to  in- 
duce me  to  defpife  the  upftart  man,  is 
not  this  unjuft  one  to  his  family  enoughf 
—The  upjlart  man,  I  repeat ^  for  he  was 
not  born  to  the  immenicnches  he  is  pof- 
feiTed  oft  riches  left  by  one  nigj^d  to 
another,  in  injury  to  the  next  heir,  be- 
caufe  that  other  is  a  nigsard.  And 
ibould  I  not  be  as  culpable,  do  you 
think,  in  my  acceftanee  of  fuch  unjuft 
fettlements,  as  he  is  in  the  ofer  of  them^ 
if  I  could  perfuade  myfelf  to  be  a  Iharer 
in  them,  or  AifFer  a  revedionary  expec* 
tation  of  pofleffing  them  to  influence  mf 
choice? 

Indeed  it  concerns  me  nota  little,  that 
my  friends  could  be  brought  to  encoU' 
rofe  fuch  offers  on  fuch  motives  as  I 
think  a  perfon  of  confcience  (hould  not 
prefume  tobeffin  the  world  with. 

But  this  it  Teems  ii  the  only  method 
that  can  be  taken  to  difappoint  Mr* 
Lovelace;  and -at  the  fame  time  to  an- 
fwer  all  my  relations  have  to  wiih  for 
each  of  us.  And  Jkreh  I  will  not  ftand 
againft  fuch  an  acceftion  to  the  family 
as  may  liappen  from  marrying  Mr. 
Solmes:  fince  now  a  poJfUnlity  is  difco- 
vered  (which  fuch  a  grafpinjg;  mind  as 
my  brother* s  can  eafily  turn  into  a  pro^ 
habiiiij)  that  my  grandfather's  eftate 
will  revert  to  it,  with  a  much  more  con - 
iiderable  one  of  the  man's  own.  In- 
ftances  of  eftates  falling  in,  in  cafes  far 
more  unlikely  than  this,  are  infifted  up** 
onj  and  my  lifter  fays,  in  the  words  of 
an  old  Saw,  //  is  good  to  he  related  to  an 
efiati. 

While  Solmes,  fmiling  no  doubt  to 
himfelf  at  a  hope  fo  remote,  by  offers 
only,  obtains  all  their  intereftsj  and 
doubts  not  to  join  to  his  own  the  ellate 
I  am  envied  for;  which,  for  theconve- 
niency  of  it's  fituation  between  two  of 
■his,  will,  it  feems,  be  of  twice  the  valve 
to  him  that  it  would  be  of  to  any  other 
perfon;  and  is  therefore,  I  doubt  no:, 
a  ftronger  motive  with  him  than  the 
wife. 

Thefe,  my  dear,  feem  to  mc  the  prin- 
cipal inducements  of  my  relations  to 
eipou6  fo  vvhcmently  as  they  do  thif 
F  X  mau  s 
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man's  fuit.  And  here,  once  more,  muft 
I  deplore  the  family -fault,  which  gives 
thoie  inducements  fuch  a  force  as  it  will 
be  difficult  to  refift. 

And  thus  far>let  matters  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Solmes  and  me  come  out  as  they 
will,  my  brother  has  fucceeded  in  his 
viewsj  that  is  to  fay,  he  has,  in  the  firft 
place,  got  my  father  to  iftake  the 
caufe  his  own,  and  to  infid  upon  ray 
complianqeas  an  a6l  of  duty. 

My  MOTHER  has  never  thought  fit 
to  oppofc  my  father's  will,  when  once 
be  has  decfared  himfelf  determined. 

My  UN  CLEs,ftifF,  unbroken,  highly- 
profperous  batchelors,  give  me  leave  to 
fay,  ^though  very  worthy  pcrfons  in  the 
main)  have  as  high  notions  of  a  child's 
duty,  as  of  a  wife's  obediencej  in  the 
lajl  of  which,my  mother's  meeknefs  has 
confirmed  them,  and  given  them  greater 
rcafon  to  expeft  thtfirjf. 

My  aunt  Hervey  Tnot  extremely 
happy  in  her  own  nuptials,  and  perhaps 
under  fome  little  obligation)  is  got  over, 
and  chufcs  not  to  open  her  lips  in  my 
favour  againft  the  wills  of  a  father  and 
■uncles  fo  determined. 

This  paflivcnefs  in  my  mother  and  in 
my  aunt,  in  a  point  fo  contrary  to  their 
own  firft  judgments,  is  too  ftrong  a 
proof  that  my  father  is  abfolutely  rc- 
folved. 

Their  treatment  of  my  worthy  Mrs. 
KoRTON  is  a  fad  confirmation  of  it:  a 
woman  deferving  of  all  confideration  for 
her  wifdomj  and  every-body  thinking 
foj  but  who,  not  being  wealthy  enough 
to  have  due  weight  in  a  point  againft 
which  (lie  has  given  her  opinion,  and 
which  they  fecm  bent  upon  carrying,  is 
reftiained  from  vifiting  here,  and  even 
from  correfponding  with  me,  as  I  am 
this  very  day  informed. 

Hatred  to  Lovelace,  family-aggran- 
dizement, and  this  grtat  motive /a/^r««/ 
authority! — What  a  force  united  muft 
they  be  fuppofed  to  have,  when  ^ftgfy 
eacn  confideration  is  fufficient  to  carry 
all  before  it! 

This  is  the  formidable  appearance 
which  the  addrcfs  of  this  difagreeabl^ 
man  wears  at  prefent. 

My  BROTHER  and  my  SISTER  tri- 
umph.—Ti&O'  ha*ve  got  me  dotivn,  as 
Hannah  over-heard  them  exult.  An4 
fo  they  have,  (yet  I  never  knew  that  I 
was  infolentiy  i/^;)  for  now  my  brother 
will  either  lay  me  under  an  obligation 
to  comply  to  myownunhappinefs,  and 


Co  make  me  an  inftrumcnt  of  hi«  re-» 
Vcnge  upon  Lovelace;  or,  if  I  refu(e, 
will  throw  me  into  difgrace  with  my 
whole  family.  < 

Who  will  wonder  at  the  intrigues  an4 
plots  carried  on  by  undermining  cour- 
tiers againft  one  another,  when  a  private 
family,  but  three  of  which  can  poflibly 
have  claftiing  interefts,  and  one  of 
them  (as  (he  prefumes  to  think)  above 
fuch  low  motives,  cannot  be  free  from 
them  ? 

What  at  prefent  moft  concerns  me,  it, 
the  peace  of  my  mother*s  mind !  Howe 
can  the  hufband  of/ucb  a  wife  (zgood 
man  too! — But,  oh!  this  prerogative  of 
manhood!)  be  topofiii-ve,  Counperfuad^ 
able,  to  one  who  has  brought  into  the 
family,  means,which  they  know  fo  well 
the  value  of,  that  methinks  they  (houid 
value  ber  the  more  for  their  fake? 

They  do.  indeed  value  herj  but,  I  am 
forry  to  fay,  ftie  has  purchaled  that  va- 
lue by  her  compliances:  yet  has  merit 
'  for  which  (he  ought  to  be  venerated  j 
prudence  which  ought  of  jtfelf  to  be 
conformed  to  in  every-thing. 

But  whither  roves  my  pen?  How  dare 
a  perverfe  girl  take  thefe  liberties  with 
relations  fo  very  refpeflable,  and  whom 
(he  highly  refpe£^s?  What  an  unhappy 
fituation  is  that  which  obliges  her,  in 
her  onjun  defence  as  it  were,  to  expofe 
their  failings? 

But  you,  who  know  how  much  X  love 
and  reverence  my  mother,  will  judge 
what  a  difficulty  I  am  under,  to.  be 
obliged  to  oppofe  a  fcheme  which  Jh^ 
has  engaged  in.  Yet  I  mufi  oppofe  i^ 
(to  comply  is  impoifible^)  and  muft 
without  delay  ^r/ar^myoppo(ition,  or 
my  difficulties  will  increafej  fince,  asX 
am  juft  now  informed,  a  lawyerhas  been 
this  very  day  confuted  [ Would  yott 
have  believed  it?]  in  relation  to  fettle^ 
ments. 

Were  ours  a  Roman  Catholick  fa- 
mily, how  much  happier  for  me  thatl 
they  thought  a  nunnery  would  anfwe 
all  their  views! — How  happy,  had  no 
a  certain  perfon  (lighted  fomebody ! 
then  would  have  been  probably  conJ 
eluded  on  between  them  before  my  broJ 
thcr  had  arrived  to  thwart  the  match^ 
then  had  I  had  a  fifter;  which  now 
have  not;  and  two  brothers— both  zt\ 
piring;    po(ribly  Both  titled:    while 
lliould  only  have  valued  that  in  eitli 
which  is  above  title,  that  which  it  trulj 
noble  in  both! 

Bv 
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Botby  WKat  a  long-reaching  felfifh- 
neifis  my  brother  governed!  Bywhat  re- 
mote, exceedingly  remote  views!  Views, 
which  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  dig h left 
2cci4cat,  of  a  ji^ver,  forindance,  (the 
6cds  of  which^'are  always  vegetating, 
as  I  may  fay,  and  ready  to  burft  forth, 
in  his  ewa  impetuous  temper)  or  of  the 
provoked  weapon  of  an  adv«rfary^  to 
blov  up  and  deflroy! 

I  wili  break  off  here.     Let  me.write 

efcrfb  freely  of  ray  friends,  I  am  fureof 

I     jtm^  kind  con(lru6lion:  and  I  confide 

'      ia  your  difcretion,  that  you  wijl  avoid 

rtaiding  to  or  tranfcrtbing  for  others, 

^      fiadi  paflages  as  may  have  the  appear- 

I      asce  of  treating  too  freely  the  parental, 

«- even  the  fraternal  chara^er,  or  in- 

;      duce  others  to  cenfurc  for  a  fuppol'ed 

failarein  duty  to  the  one,  or  decency  to 

the  other,  jr&Mr  Uuly  aJfeBiomUe^ 

Cl.  Harlowe. 


LETTER    XIV. 

VTSS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE|  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

THUaSDAY  IVINIK«5,  MARCH  2. 

ON  Hannah's  depofiting  my  long 
letter,  (begun  yefterday,  but  by 
realbnoffeveral  interruptions  not  fini(h- 
edtili  within  this  hour)  (he  found  and 
brought  me  youi-s  of  this  day.  I  thank 
ron^  my  dear,  for  this  kind  expedition. 
Tlefe  few  lines  will  perhaps  be  time 
ilsf^h  depofited  to  ht  taken  away  by 
r  Servant  with  the  other  letter-,  yet 
fare  only  to  thank  you,  and  to  ttll 
ittty  increafing  apprehenfions. 
^|1  JBuft  take  or  fcek  the  occafion  to  ap- 
\  my  mother  for  her  mediation ;  tor 
I  «i  danger  of  having  a  day  fixed, 
mtipathy  taken  for  bafhfulncfs. — 
old  not  filters  he  fifters  to  each  other? 
bid  they  not  make  a  common  caufe 
as  I  may  fay,  a  caufe  of  fex,  on 
loccafionsastheprefent?  Yet  mine, 
tifepport  of  my  brother's  felfifhnefs, 
'  %  Bodoxibt,  in  concert  with  him,  has 
I  urging  in  full  affembly,  it  fccm«, 
1  that  with  an  carneftnefs  peculiar 
"iclf  when  die  fets  upon  any-  thing) 
\msi  abiblute  day  be eiven  me;  and 
icomply  not,^  to  be  told,' that  it  (hall 
►  the  torfeitiire  of  all  my  foriunci, 
I  of  all  their  love. 


♦3 

She  need  not  be  fo  officious :  xKf 
^rc/A/rV intci til,  without  htfrs,  is  (Iron^ 
enoughj  for  he  has  found  means  tu  con- 
federate all  the  family  againlt  me.  Up« 
on  fome  frcHi  piovocaiion,  or  new  in- 
telligence concerning  Mr*  Lovelace* 
(I  know  not  what  it  is)  they  have  bound 
themfelvcs,  or  arc  to  bind  themCelves, 
by  a  fjgntJ  paper,  to  one  another,  [the 
Lord  bids,  me,  my  dear,  what  ^kaXi  I 
do!]  to  car^' ihcir  point  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Solmc*,  in  iup|>ort  ol  myfuiher'i 
authf,ritjf  as  it  is  called,  and  againll  x^lx* 
Lovelace,  as  a  libcrtmc,  and  an  enemy 
to  the  family:  and  if  I'o,  I  am  fine.  £ 
may  fay  againft  mc. — How  impoliiick 
in  them  all,  to  join  twc  people  in  one 
intei  ell,  whom  they  wj(h  lor  ever  to  keeji 
afunder! 

What  thedifchargcd  fteward  reported 
of  him  is  fuicly  bad  enough:  wh:»tMr$, 
Fortefcue  laid,  not  only  £:on(irms  that 
bad,  but  gives  room  to  think  him  fiill  * 
worle: — and  yet  the  fGmething  further 
which  my  friends  have  come  at,  is  of  fa 
heinous  »nature,  (as  Betty  Barnes  tells 
Hannah)  that  it  proies  him  (o  be  the 
worft  of  men. — But,  hang  the  man,  I 
had  almoft  faiil — what  is  he  to  mef 
What  nxoitU  he  be — were  not  tliisMr. 
Sol  Q  my  dear,  how  I  hale  the  man 
in  the  light  he  is  propoled  to  mel 

All  of  them  at  tlie  fame  time  are 
afraid  of  Mr. Lovelace;  yet  not  afraii^  to 
provoke  liim! — How  am  I  entangled!— 
to  be  obliged  to  go  on  correfpunding^ 
iviih  him  for  their  fakes-— He  ivcn  for- 
bid that  tlxiir  per  filled  in  violence  (hould 
fo  drive  ni9  as  to  make  it  necedary  for 
my  oavn! 

But  furcly  ihcj  will  yield — ilndced  / 
cannot. 

I  believe  the  gentleft  fpirits,  whea 
provoked,  (caui'eitlsly  and  cruelly  •  o- 
voked)  are  the  moli  tlcrermined.  i  he 
rcafon  may  be,  Idat  not  taking  up  re- 
folutions  lightly— ^heir  very  delibera- 
tion makes  them  the  more  immoveable. 
— And  then,  when  a  point  is  clear  and 
felf  evident,  how  can  one  with  patience 
think  of  entering  into  an  argument  or 
contention  upon  it? 

An  interruption  obliges  me  to  con- 
clude mylclf,  in  fome  hurry,  as  well  as 
fright,  what  I  mull  ever  be,  jours  mors 
ikait  my  o-w:7, 

Clarissa  Harlowe. 
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CLARISSA    HARI^oVE. 


LETTER  XV, 


mW  HOWE,  TO  MISS  CLARISSA 

VARLOWe^ 

T%l9ATf  fSA%em  ^. 

I  Rave  botli  your  letters  at  once.  It 
h  very  unhappy,  my  dear,  (ince  your 
Iriewda  will  have  you  marry,  ths^t  a  pcr- 
|bn  of  your  merit  Aould  bejiddreiTea  by 
s  fueceiiton  of  wortblefs  creature8,who 
hvrt  nothing  but  their  prefumption  for 
theff  excnfc. 

That  thefe  prelbmers  appear  not  in 
Ifhts  very  unwoithy  H«ht  to  fomc  of  your 
friends,  is^becaufe  their  defe6ls  are  not 
ts>  ftriking  to  tbem  as  to  other t, — And 
why?  Shall  I  venture  to  tell  you? — Be- 
csvfe  they  are  nearer  their  own  ftan- 
dut^'-^Modgfty^  after  all,  perhaps  has  a 
co»ee?n  in  jtj  for  how  ibouM  they  think 
that  a  mea  orjifierof  tbsirs  [I  will  not 
fp  higher,  for  fear  of  incurring  your 
4|ipie2rure]  Ihpuld  be  an  angel? 

But  whei^e,  indeed,  is  the  maM  to  be 
Icmnd  (who  has  the  leaft  (hare  of  due 
jiiflldence)  that  dares  to  look  up  to  Mifs 
iCIsiri^a  Harbwe  with  hope,  or  with 
nny-thing  but  wiflies?  Thus  the  bold 
ind  forward,  not  heins  fen  (j hie  of  their 
|defe€ls,  afpire;  while  the  modefty  of  the 
feally  worthy  fills  them  wjth  too  much 
reverence  to  permit  them  to  explain 
tbemfelves.  Hence  vour  Symmef's» 
vuur  Byron^ft,  your  Mullins's,  your 
Wyerley*s,  (the  beft  of  the  herd)  an^ 
your  Solraes*s,  in  turn,  invade  you—* 
Wretches  that,  looking  upon  the  reft  of 
^our  family,  need  not  defpair  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  an  alliance  with  it— But,  to 
you,  what  an  inexcufable  prefumption! 

Yet  I  am  afraid  all  oppofition  wilt  be 
in  min.  You  muft,  you  will,  I  doubt, 
|>e  facri^ccd  to  this  odious  man.  I  know 
your  fa'qnily.  There  will  be  no  refifting 
Such  baits  as  he  has  thrown  out.  O  my 
dear,  my  bf  loved  friend  1  and  are  fuck 
chai'mingqualitiesy  is  fuch  exalted  me- 
rit, to  be  funk  in  fuch  a  marriage*— 
You  mud  not^  your  uncle  tells  my  mo- 
ther, difpute  their  authority.  AUTHO* 
RiTYt  what  a  full  word  is  that  in  the 
mouth  of  a  narrow-minded  perfon,  who 
happened  to  be  born  thirty  years  before 
one!— Of  your  ancles  I  fpeak;  for  as  to 
tht  parental  authority,  that  ought  to  be 
facred.— But  fliould  not  parents  have 
f/»/^/f  for  what  they  do! 
Wpnder  Qot,  however^  at  your  ^c\V^ 


un-fiilefly  behaviour  fn  thia  affair:  X 
have  a  particular  to  add  to  the  induce* 
ments  your  infolent  brother  is  goveriie^ 
by,  which  will  account  for  all  her  driv- 
ing. You  have  already  owned,  that  her 
out'-ward  eye  was  from  ibe  jirfi  ftruck 
with  the  £gure  and  addrefs  ot  the  ma^ 
whom  fhe  pretends  to  defpife,  and  wb^ 
it  is  certain,  thoroughly  defpifet  her» 
but  you  have  not  told  me,  that  ftill  (he 
loves  him  of  all  men.  Bell-has  a  mean- 
nefs  in  her  very  nridc^  that  meanneft 
riftrs  with  her  pride;  and  goes  hand  in 
hand  with  it^  and  no  one  is  (b  proud  a^i* 
Bel  1 .  She  has  owned  her  love,  her  uii  - 
eafy  days,  and  fleeplefs  nights,  and  her 
revenge  grafted  upon  her  love,  t9  her 
favourite  Betty  Barnes— To  lay  herfelf 
in  the  power  of  a  fervant's  ton^e!  Poor 
creature!— -But  like  little  louls  wlil 
find  one  another  out,  and  mingle,  a* 
well  as  LIKE  great  ones.  This,  how- 
ever, (he  told  toe  wench  in  ftriA  con&. 
dence:  and  thus,  by  way  of  tJtitfemaie 
round-aboutf  as  Lovelace  had  the^uci- 
nefson  fuch  another  occafion,  in  ridicule 
of  our  fex,  tp  call  it,  Betty  (pleated  ta 
be  thought  worthy  of  a  (ecret^nd  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  inveighing  againflt 
Lovelace's  perfidy,  as  Ihe  would  have  ic 
to  be}  told  It  to  one  of  her  confidante** 
that  confidante,  with  like  injun^lion* 
of  fecrt/y,  to  Mifs  Lloyd'f  Harriot— 9^ 
Harriot  tQ  Mifs  Lloyd — ^Mifs  Lloyd  to 
199^—1  toyourrwich  leave  to  make  what 
you  pleaie  of  it. 

'  And  now  yqu  wi)l  pot  wonder  to  find 
Mifs  Bell  an  pn^plapable  rival,  rather 
than  an  aifc^ionate  Qfterf  and  will  be 
able  to  account  for  the  wordf  iviub^ 
cr^ffyren,  and  fuch -like,  thrown  out 
againftyou;  and  for  her  driving  on  for 
a  fixed  day  forfacrificingyou  to  Soln»ea& 
in  (hort,  for  her  rudenels  and  violence 
of  every  kind. 

What  a  fweet  revenge  will  (he  take, 
as  well  upon  Lovelace  as  upon  you,  if 
(he  can  procure  her  rival  fifter  to  be 
married  to  the  man  that  fi(Ur  hates $*  an4 
fo  prevent  her  having  the  man  whom  Ihe 
herfelf  loves^  (wheuier^^  have  hope  of 
him  or  not)  andurhom  die  fufpe^is  her 
fiilef  loves! 

Poifon$  and  poinards  have  often  been 
fet  to  work  by  minds  inflamed  by  dif. 
appointed  /9<i//,  and  actuated  by  re- 
venged—Will you  wonder  then,  that  th^ 
ties  of  relation(hip  in  fuch  a  6aie  have 
no  force,  and  that  a  fifter  forgeta  to  be 
afi(Ur? 
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Kovt  know  this  to  be  her  ftocvt  mo- 
tife,  (the  more  grmting  to  her,  m  her 
pride  is  concerned  to  make  her  difsTow 
It)  tad  can  confider  it  at  Joined  with 
kr  former  flrcT^.  and  at  ftrengthened 
tya  bratherp  who  hat  fiich  an  afcen- 
teover  the  whole  family;  and  whoie 
BtfoYj^  (fiave  to  it  at  lie  alwavt  wat ) 
CBgagcd  him  to  ruin  von  witn  ereir 
OK:  faolli  poflefled  ot  the  eart  of  all 
7«ir  fafoily,  and  having  it  at  much  in 
&Br  power  as  in  their  will  to  mifre- 
ttefait  all  Ton  lavy  all  you  do^  fuch 
fa^eSt  alio  as  the  rencounter,  and 
Lovdace't  want  of  moralt,  to  expatiate 
opGB:  yoOTwbolefaraily  likewifeavow- 
^  attached  to  the  odiout  man  by 
ateaas  of  the  captirattng  propofalt  he 
bas  made  them — ^when  I  confider  all 
tkfe  diingt,  I  am  full  of  apprehen- 
£oat  for  w>o.-^0  my  dear,  how  will 
roa  be  aibie  to  maintain  your  ground : 

am  fore,  (alat!  I  am  Uo  fure)  that 
fliey  will  fobdue  Ibch  a  fine  fpirit  at 
yoan,  onoiedtooppofition;  and  (teilit 
wm  ur  GaSb)  you  avv^  be  Mrt.  Solmeti 

Mean  time,  it  it  now  eafy,  at  you 
wiUobfervep  to  gueftfrom  what  quarter 
the  r^ort  I  mentioned  to  you  in  one  of 
my  fonoer*  canie,That  the  younger  fifter 
has  robbed  the  elder  ef  her  lover  *:  for 
Betty  whiipered  it,  at  the  time  fiie  whif- 
patd  the  reft,  diat  neither  Lovelace  nor 
yoo  bad  done  honourably  by  ier  young 
miftrdt— How  cruel,  my  dear,  in  you, 
ID  lob  the  poor  Bella  of  theonly  lover  the 
ever  had!— At  the  inftant  too  that  fhe 
«as  priding  herfelf,  that  now  at  laft  (he 
iiosid  have  it  in  her  power  not  only  to 
gratify  her  own  fufceptibilitiet,  but  to 
give  an  example  to  the  flirts  of  her  fex  f , 
(ay  woHbip't  ielf  in  her  eye)  how  to 
{ovcm  their  man  with  a  ulken  rein, 
and  without  a  kerb-bridle ! 

Upon  tke  whole,  I  have  now  ho  doubt 
sf  mcir  perleveriog  in  favour  of  the 
dc^icable  Solmet;  andof  their  depen* 
*  Ke  upon  the  gentleneft  of  your  tem- 

',  and  the  regard  you  have  for  their 

nor,  an^  for  your  own  reputation. 
Aad  now  I  am  more  than  ever  con  vinced 
«f  the  propriety  of  the  advice  I  for- 
flKrlv  gave  vou,  to  keep  in  your  own 
haub  the  eftate  bequeathed  to  you  by 
jwr  giaadfacfaer.— Had  you  done  fo. 
It  voold  have  orocured  you  at  leaft  an 
«NMn/refpetl  from  your  brother  and 
Her,  which  woold  have  made  them 


KT 


conceal  the  envy  tod  iH-will  ^t  now 
are  burfting  upon  you  from  heartt  £» 
narrow. 

I  muft  harp  a  little  more  upeulM 
ftring— Do  not  you  obftrve,  how  muck 
your  brother*!  influence  hat  overtopped 
yourt,  i»nce  he  hat  ||ot  into  fartcMics 
So  confiderable,  and  finoe  you  haw 
given  fome  of  theih  an  appetite  lo  con* 
tinue  in  themlel  vet  the  poucflloa  of  yoor 
eftate,  unleit  you  comply  with  their 
termt? 

I  know  your  dutiful,  your  laudabln 
motivet|  and  one  would  have  thought^ 
that  you  mteht  have  trufted  tp  a  father 
who  fo  dearly  loved  you .  But  had  yom 
been  adually  in  pofleHion  of  that  eflaite^ 
and  living  up  to  it,  and  upon  it,  (your 
youth  protected  from  blightinc;  tongues^ 
by  the  company  of  your  prudent  Nor« 
ton,  at  you  bad  propo^)  do  you  think, 
that  your  brother,  erudeing  it  to  yon 
at  the  time  at  he  did,  and  looking  upon 
it  at  hit  right  at  an  only  fon,  would 
have  been  pra£iiling  about  it,  and  aim- 
inff  at  it  ?  I  lold  you  fome  lime  ago,  thtt 
I  nought  your  trialt  but  proportioirad 
to  your  prudence  I :  but  you  will  bn 
more  than  woman,  if  you  can  extricate 
yourfelf  with  honour,  having  fuch  vio* 
lent  ipiritt  and  fordid  mindt  ia  fome, 
and  fuch  tyrannical  and  defpotick  wills 
in  othert,  to  deal  with.  Indeed,  all 
mojf  be. done,  and  the  world  be  taught 
further  to  admire  you  for  your  bliqd 
dutyandwiIl-lef«refi£natton,ifyoucaA 
pcrluade  yonrfelf  to  be  Mrt.  Solmes, 

I  am  pieafed  with  the  inftancet  yon 
give  me  of  Mr.  Lovelacc't  benevolence 
to  hit  own  tcnantt,  and  with  hit  little 
gift  to  your  uncle's.  Mr%,  Fortefctie 
ailoivs  him  to  be  the  heft  of  landlords :  I 
might  have  told  you  tbatt  had  I  thought 
it  neceflary  to  put  you  into  fome  little 
conceit  of  him.  He  hat  qualittjrs,  in 
Ihort,  that  may  make  him  a  tolerable 
creaturet  on  the  other  fide  of  fifty:  but 
God  help  the  poor  woman  to  whofc  lot 
he  (hall  fall  till  then!  U^omen^  I  Oiould 
fay,  perhapt;  fince  he  may  break  haif 
a  dozen  heaitt  before  that  time. — But 
to  the  point  I  was  upon-— Shall  we  not 
have  reafon  to  commend  the  tenant's 
grateful  honefty,  if  we  are  told,  that 
with  joy  the  poor  man  called  out  your 
unclej  and  on  the  fpot  paid  him  in  pait 
of  iiit  debt  thofe  two  guineas  ? — But 
what  ihall  we  fay  of  that  landlord. 
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who,  tliough  he  knew  the  poor  man  to 
be  quite  deiiitute,  could  take  it;  and, 
faying  nothing  while  Mr.  Lovelace 
ftaid,  a»  r<;on  as  he  was  gone,  tell  of 
it  in  praifc  of  the  poor  fellow's  honefty  f 
—Were  this  fo,  and  were  not  that 
landlord  related  to  my  deareft  friend, 
liow  fliould  I  defpife  fuch  a  wretch  ?— 
Sut  perhaps  the  dory  is  aggravated. 
Covetous  people  have  every- one's  ill- 
word:  and  Co  indeed  they  ought}  be- 
caufe  they  arc  only  folicitous  to  keep 
that  ^^i^hich  they  prefer  to  every-one's 

rd one.— Covetous  indeed  would /i?'^ 
who  deferved  neitbir,  yet  expeftcd 
both! 

I  long  for  your  next  letter.  Continue 
to  be  as  particular  as  pofllblc.  I  can 
think  of  no  other  fubjeft  but  what  re- 
lates to' you  and  to  your  affairs:  for  I 
am,  and  ever  will  be,  moft  affection- 
ately, your  oiuTty 

Anna  Howe. 


LETTER   XVI. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOV^E,TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

[fttlt  PftECEDXNC  NOT  AT  THAT  TIUK 
BECEXVCD.] 

FRIDAY,    MAKCH  3. 

OMy  dear  friend,  I  have  had  a  fad 
confli6l!  Trial  upon  trial  j  coiw 
ference  upon  conference! — But  what 
law,  what  ceremony,  can  give  a  man 
a  right  to  a  heart  which  abhors  him 
Biore  than  it  does  any  living  creature  ? 

I  hope  my  mother  will  be  able  to 
prevail  for  me. — But  I  will  recount  all, 
though  I  fit  up  the  whole  night  to  do  it; 
iior  I  have  a  vaft  deal  to  write;  and 
will  be  as  minute  as  you  wifh  me  to  be. 

I  concluded  my  laft  in  a  fright.  It 
was  occafioned  by  a  convcrfation  that 
pafled  between  my  mother  and  my  aunt, 
part  of  which  Hannah  overheard.  I 
need  not  give  you  the  particulars;  fince 
what  I  have  to  relate  to  you  from  diffe- 
rent converfations  that  have  paffcd  be- 
tween my  mother  and  me  in  the  fpace 
oF  a  very  few  hours,  will  include  them 
all.     I  will  begin  then. 

I  went  down  this  morning  when 
breakfuft  was  ready  with  a  very  uneafy 
heart,  from  what  Hannah  had  informed 
me  of  yefterday  afternoon;  wifhing  for 
an  opportunity^  however,  to  appeal  to 


my  mother,  in  hopes  to  engage  heriii* 
terefl  in  my  behalf,  and  purpoiing  tcf 
try  to  find  one  when  flie  retired  to  her 
own  apartment  after  breakfa((:  but, 
unluckily,  there  was  the  odious  Solmes 
fitting  afquat  between  my  mother  and 
fifler,  with  fo  much  alTu ranee  in  his 
looks!— But  you  know,  my  dear,  thai 
thofe  we  love  not,  cannot  do  any -thing 
topleafeus. 

Had  the  wretch  kept  his  feat,  It  might 
have  been  well  enough:  but  the  benj 
and  broad- (houldered  creature  mufl 
needs  rife,  and  ftalk  towards  a  chair; 
which  was  juft  by  that  which  was  fei 
for  me. 

I  removed  it  to  a  diftance,  as  if  t< 
make  way  to  my  own:  and  down  I  fat 
abruptly  I  believe;  what  I  had  hearc 
all  in  my  head. 

But  this  was  not  enough  to  daun 
him.  The  man  is  a  very  confident,  h< 
is  a  very  bold,  daring  man  ! — Indeed 
my  dear,  the  man  is  very  confident! 

He  took  the  removed  chair,  am 
drew  it  fo  near  mine,  fquatting  in  i 
with  his  ugly  weight,  that  he  pref{e< 
upon  my  hoop.— I  was  fo  offended  (al 
I  had  heard,  as  I  faid,  in  my  head 
that  I  removed  to  another  chair.  lowi 
I  had  too  little  command  of  myfclf.  1 
gave  my  brother  and  fifter  too  mud 
atUantage.  I  dare  fay  they  took  it 
But  I  did  it  involuntarily,  I  think, 
could  not  help  it. — I  knew  not  what 
did. 

I  faw  that  my  father  vras  excefUvel 
difpleafed.  When  angry,  no  man' 
countenance  ever  fhews  it  fo  much  a 
my  father's.  *  ClariflaHarlowe!'  faidh 
with  a  big  voice— and  there  he  (loppec 
— *  Sir,'  faid  I,  trembling  and  curl 
feying,  (for  I  bad  not  then  fat  dow 
again:}  and  put  my  chair  nearer  tli 
wretch,  and  fat  down— my  face,  as 
could  feel,  all  in  a  e^Iow. 

*  Make  tea,  child,'  faid  my  kir 
niammav  •  fit  by  me,  love;  and  mai 
«  tea.' 

I  removed  with  pleafurc  to  the  fe 
the  man  had  quitted;  and  being  thi 
indulgently  put  into  employment,  Hk 
recovered  myfelf;  and  in  the  courfc  t 
the  breakfaftingoffiicioufly  aikcd  two  < 
three  queftions  of  Mr.  Solmes,  whi< 
I  would  not  have  done,  but  to  ma] 
up  with  my  father. — *  ProuJJpiri/s  tm^ 
*  be  brougbt  tot"  whifpcringly  (pol 
my  iiftcrto  mcj  over  her  {honldery  wi 
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ibttToC  triompb  and  icorn:  but  I  did 
aotmndber. 

My  mother  WAS  ill  Icindnefs  and  con- 
defctniion .  I  alked  ber  once  i f  Ike  were 
^fed  with  the  tea?  She  faid  foftly, 
(ud  again  called  me  dear)  (he  was 
pleaied  with  all  I  did.  I  was  very 
proud  of  this  encouraging  goodnefs  : 
asdall  blew  over,  as  I  hoped,  between 
«T  hiher  and  me;  for  he  alfo  fpoke 
kindly  to  me  two  or  three  times. 

Small  accidents  thefe,  my  dear,  to 
tiDoble  you  wich^  only  as  they  lead  to 
greater^  as  you  Iball  hear. 

Before  the  ufual  breakfaft-time  was 
OTcr,  my  father  withdrew  with  my  mo- 
ther, telling  her  he  wanted  to  fpeak 
to  her.  Then  my  iifter,  and  next 
ray  aunt,  (who  was  with  us)  dropt 
away. 

My  brother  gave  himfelf  fome  airs 
of  infult,  which  I  underflood  well 
cnoogfa;  but  which  Mr.  Solmes  coald 
make  nothing  of :  and  at  laft  he  arofe 
I        fiooi  his  feat—'  Sifter,'  faid  he,   *  I 

*  have  a  curiofity  to  (hew  you.     I  will 

*  fetch  it.'  And  away  he  went;  (hut- 
ting the  door  clofe  after  hi  m . 

i  Ifaw  what  all  this  was  for.     I  arofe; 

theiBan  hemming  np  for  a  fpeech,  riling, 
and  beginning  to  fet  his  fplay-feet  [in- 
deed, my  dear,  the  man  in  all  his  ways 

i  is  hateful  to  me]  in  an  approaching 
poftuie. — •  I  will  fave  my  brother  the 

*  trouble  of  brining  to  me  his  cu* 
«  holity,'  faid  I.    Icurtfeyed— «  Your 

*  fervant.  Sir.' — The  man  cried,  *  Ma- 
'  dam.  Madam,'  twice,  and  looked 
like  a  fool. — But  away  I  went— to  find 
my  brother,  to  fave  my  word.— -But  my 
brother,  indifferent  as  the  weather  was, 
was  gone  to  walk  in  the  garden  with 
my  Ufter.  A  plain  cafe,  that  he  had 
left  bis  curiofity  with  me»  and  deiigned 
to  Ihew  me  no  other. 

I  had  but  juft  got  into  my  own  apart- 
aent,  and  began  to  think  of  fending 
Hannah  to  beg  an  audience  of  my  mo- 
ther, (the  more  encouraged  by  her  con- 
defcendinggoodcefs  at  breakfaft)  when 
Shorey  her  woman  brought  me  her  com- 
mands to  attend  her  in  her  clofet. 

My  father,  Hannah  told  roe,  was 
|«tft  ^ncout  of  it  with  a  pofitive  angry 
coantenance.  Then  las  much  dreaded 
the  andience  as  I  had  wiihed  for  i^  be-i 

I  went  down  however;  but,  appre- 
hendiisg  the  fubjc^  (ht  intended  to  talk 
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to  tneuponi  approached  her  trembling, 
and  my  heart  m  viHble  palpitations. 

She  faw  my  concern.  Holding  out 
her  kind  arms,  as  (he  fat,  *  Come  kifs 
'  me,  my  dear,*  faid  (he,  with  a  fmile 
like  a  fun- beam  breaking  through  the 
cloud  that  overfhadowed  her  naturally 
benign    afpeiil.      *  Why  flutters  my 

*  jewel  fo  V 

This  preparative  fweetnefs,  with  her 
goodnefs  juft  before,  confirmed  my  ap- 
prehenfioi^s.  M^  mother  faw  the  bitter 
pill  wanted  gilding. 

'  O  my  mamma  r  was  all  I  could 
fay;  and  I  clafped  my  arms  round  her 
neck,  and  my  face  funk  into  her  bo- 
fom. 

*  My  child!  my  child!  rellrain,*  faid 
(he,  •  vour  powi^rs  of  moving!  I  dare 

*  notclfctruftmyfclf  with  you. '—And 
my  tears  trickled  down  her  bofom,  as 
hers  bedewed  my  neck. 

O  the  words  of  kindnefs,  all  to  be 
exprelTed  in  vain,  that  flowed  from  her 
lipsl 

*  Lift  up  your  fwect  face,  my  beft 

*  child,  my  own  Clarifla  Harlowel-* 
*■  O  my  daughter,  beft- beloved  of  my 

*  heart,  lift  up  a  face  fo  ever-amiablo 

*  to  mel— Why  thefe  fobs?-—Is  an  ap- 

*  prehended  duty  fo  affecting  a  things 

*  that  before  I  can  fpeak— But  I  am 

*  glad,  my  love,  you  can  guefs  at  what 
'  I  t)ave  to  fay  to  you.  I  am  fpared  the 
'  pains  of  breaking  to  you  what  was 

*  a  talk  upon  me  relu^lantly  enough 

*  undertaken  to  break  to  you.* 

Then  riling,  (he  drew  a  chair  near 
her  own,  and  made  me  fitdown  by  her» 
overwhelmed  as  I  was  with  tears  of  ap- 
prehenllon  of  what  (he  had  to  fay,  and 
of  gratitude  for  her  truly  maternal 
goodnefs  to  me— Sobs  Hill  my  only 
language. 

And  drawing  her  chair  Hill  nearer  to 
mine,  (he  put  her  arms  round  my  neck, 
and  my  glowing  cheek  wet  with  my 
tears,  dole  to  her  own:  *  Let  me  talk 
'  to  you,  my  child.  Since  (ilence  is 
'  your  choice,  heaikcn  to  me,  and  be 

*  filent. 

«  You  know,  my  dear,  what  I  every 

*  day    forego,    and  undergo,   for  the 

*  fake  of  peace.  Your  papa  is  a  very 
'  good  man,  and  means  well;  but  lie 
'  will  not  be  controuled;  nor  yet  per- 

*  fuaded.    You  have  fometimes  feemed 

*  to  pity  mr,  that  I  am  obliged  to  give 

*  up  tvery  point,     poor  man?  hit  re- 

G  *  putation 
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'  putatlon  tfa^  Icfs  for  it;  mine  the 
'  greater:  yet  woold  I  not  hare  this  ere* 

*  dit,  if  I  could  help  it,  at  k»  dear  a 
'  rate  to  bim  and  to  tftj^lf.  You  are  a 
'  dutiful,  a  prudent,  and  aaui/rchild,* 
(be  was  pleafed  to  fay,  in  hope,  no 
doubly  to  make  me  fo:  *  you  would 

*  not  add,  I  am  fure,  to  my  trouble; 

*  you  would  not  wilfully  break  that 

*  peace  which  cofts   your  mother  A) 

*  much  to  prefei*ve.  Obedience  is  bet- 
«  ter  than  iacrifice.     O  my  Clary  Har- 

*  lowe,  rejoice  my  heart,  by  telling  me 
'  I  have  apprehended  too  much! — I  fee 

*  your  concern!  I  fee  your  perplexity! 

*  IfecyourconflifV,'  [loofinghcr  arm, 
and  rifing,  not  willing  Ilhouid  fee  how 
nuch  ihe  herfelf  was  aft'e6le<l.]    '  I 

*  will  leave  you  a  moment.— Anfwei* 
<  me  not;*  [For  I  was  effaying  to 
Ipeak,  and  had,  as  foon  as  flie  took  he^ 
clear  cheek  from  mine,  dropt  down  on 
my  knees,  my  hands  elafped,  and  lifted 
up  in  a  fupplicating  manner.]  *  I  am 

*  not"  prepared  for  your  irrefiftible  ex- 
'  poftulation,*  flie  was  uleafed  to  fay. 

*  I  will  leave  you  to  recolle£lion :  ana  I 

*  charge  you,  on  my  bleiHng,  that  all 

*  this  my  truly  maternal  tendernefs  be 

*  not  thrown  away  upon  you.' 

And  then  (he  withdrew  into  the  next 
apaitment;  wiping  her  eyes  as  (he  went 
from  me;  as  mine  overflowed;  my  heart 
taking  in  the  whole  compafs  of  her 
meaning. 

She  foon  returned,  having  recovered 
more  fteadinefs. 

Still  on  my  knees,  I  had  thrown  my 
face acrofs  the  chair  (he  had  fat  in. 

*  Look  up  to  me,  my  Clary  Harlowe 
•^*  No  follennefs,  I  hope'.' 

*  No,  indeed,  my  ever -to-be- revered 

•  mamma.'-^And  I  arofe.  I  bent  my 
knee. 

She  raifed  me.     *  No  kneeling  to 

•  roc,  but  wfth  knees  of  duty  and  comr 
**  pliance.  Your  heart,  not  your  knees, 
'  muft  bend.     It  is  abfolutely  deter- 

•  mined— Prepare  yourfelf  therefore  to 

•  receive  your  father^  when  he  vifits 

•  you  by -and- by,  as  he  would  wi(h 
•*  to  Ttcciveyou.  But  on  this  one  quar- 
'  ter  of  an  hour  depends  the  peace  of 

•  my  future  life,  the  fatisfaftion  of  aU 

•  the  family,  and  your  own  fecurity 

•  from  a  man  of  violence:  and  I  charge 

•  you  hejiies^  On  my  blefllng,  that  you 

•  think  of  being  Mrs.  Solmec.' 
!ri&^r^  went  the  dagger  to  my  bearti 


and  dowfi  I  funk :  and  when  T  re^overetf^ 
found  myfelf  in  the  arms  of  my  Han- 
nah, mv  fiiier*s  Betty  hoMing  open 
<ny  relu6^antly -opened  palm,  my  lacc« 
cut,  my  linen  fcented  with  hart(hom$ 
and  my  mother  gone.  Had  I  been  left 
kindly  treated,  the  hated  name  ftill  for- 
borne to  be  mentioned,  or  mentioncdi 
with  a  little  more  preparation  and  re- 
ferve,  I  hid  (lx>od  the  horrid  found  with 
lefs  vihble  emotion—- ^Bntto  be  bid,  on 
the  biefling  of  a  mother  fo  dearly  be- 
loved, fo  truly  reverenced,  to  think  of 
being  Mrs.  SoLM£s«^what  a  denun- 
ciation was  that ! 

Shorey  came  in  with  a  meffage,  (de» 
livered  in  her  folemn  wayj)   *  Your 

*  mamma,  Mifs,  is  concerned  for  your 
'  diforder:  fiie  experts  you  down  again 
'  in  an  hoar;  and  bid  me  fay,  that  (be 

*  then   hopes  every- thing  from  your 

*  duty.* 

I  made  no  reply;  for  what  could  I 
fay?  And  leaning  upon  my  HannaK^s 
arm,  withdrew  to  my  own. apartment. 
There  you  will  g^efs  how  the  greateft 
pai't  of  the  hour  was  employed. 

Within  that  time,  my  mother  came 
up  to  me. 

*  I  love,'  (be  was  pleafed  to  fay,  *  to 
'  come  into  this  apartment !-*No  ciao- 

*  tions,  child!  No  flutters!— Am  I  not 

*  your  mother!— Am  I  not  your  fond* 

*  your  indulgent  mother!— Do  not  dif - 
'  compofe  me  by  difcompoiingjrdjuy^'/^ 7 

*  Do  nbtoccaiion /n^uneafmefs,  wlien 
^  I  would  givej^dtf  nothing  but  pleafure. 

*  Come,    my  dear,   wc  wtil  go  into 

*  your  clofet.' 

She  took  my  hand,  led  the  way,  and 
made  me  iit  down  by  her:  and  aner  (lie 
had  enquired  how  J  did,  ihe  began  in 
a  ihain  as  if  Oie  had  fuppoied  I  had 
made  iife  of  the  intervening  fpace  to 
overcome  all  my  obje6lions. 

She  was  plcaled  to  tell  me,  that  my 
father  and  ihe,  in  order  to  fpare  my 
natural  modeily,  had  taken  the  whole 
afifairupon  themfelves— 

*  Hear  me  out;  and  then  fpeak  ;'  for 
I  was  going  to  expoftulate.  *  You  are 
^  no  ftranger  to  the  end  of  Mr.  Solmes'c 

*  vifits—*' 

«  O  Madanil'  * 

*  Hear  me  out;  and  then  fpeak.-^He 
'  is  not  indeed  every-fhing  X  wiftt  him 
<  to  be:  but  he  is  a  man  of  probity,  a*d. 

*  has  no  vices—* 

*  No  vicesy  Madam!' 

'  Hear 
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*  Hcir  me  otit,  child — You  have  not 

*  behaved  much  amifs  to  him :  we 
'  kare  fcen  with  pleafare  that  you  have 
'  not—' 

*  O  Madam,  mndk  I  not  now  fpcak!* 

*  I   fliall  have  done   prefently — A 

*  young  creature  of  your  virtuous  and 
'  pkMs  turn,'  (he  was  picafed  to  fay, 

*  cannot  furely  love  a  proflip^tc:  you 

*  love  your  brother  too  well,  to  wifh 

*  to  marry  one  who  had  like  to  have 

*  killed  him,  and  who  threatened  your 

*  ancles,  and  defies  us  all.    You  have 

*  had  your  own  way  fix  or  feven  times: 

*  we  want  to  fccurc  you  againfl  a  man 

*  fo  vile.     Tell  me  (I  Irave  a  right  to 

*  know)  whether  you  prefer  this  man 

*  to  all  others? — ^YetGod  forbid  that  I 

*  (hould  know  you  do !   for  fuch  a  de- 

*  claration  would  make  us  all  mi  fern - 

*  ble.    Yet  tell  me,  are  your  afFeflions 

*  engaged  to  this  man?' 

I  knew  what  the  inference  would  be, 
if  I  had  faid  they  were  not. 

*  You  hcfitate — you  anfwcr  me  not 

*  — ^you  cannot  anfwer  me.'— J?//i/f^. 

*  —Never  more  will  I  look  upon  you 

*  with  an  eye  of  favour!' 

<  O  Madam,  Madam!  Kill  me  not 

*  with  your  difpleafure— I  would  not, 

*  I  meJ  not,  hefiiatc  one  moment,  did 
'  I  not  dread  the  inference,  if  I  anfwcr 

*  you  as  you  wifli. — Yet,  be  that  infe- 

*  fence  what  it  will,  your  threatened 

*  difpleafure  will  make  me  fpeak.  And 
'  I  declare  to  you,  that  I  know  not  my 
'  own  heart,  if  it  be  not  abfolutely  free. 

*  Andpray,lctmea/kmydeareftmam- 

*  ma,  in  what  has  my  conduft  been 
'  faulty,  that,  like  a  giddy  creature,  I 

*  muft  be  forced  to  marry,  to  fave  me 

*  firom — From  what  ?  Let  me  befeech 
"  you,  Madam,  to  be  the  guardian  of 

*  my  reputation — let  not  your  Clariffa 

*  be  precipitated  into  a  ftatc  (he  wi(hes 

*  not  to  enter  into  with  any  man!  And 

*  this  upon  a  fuppofition  that  other  wife 

*  (he  (hall  marry  herfelf,  and  difgracc 

*  her  whole  family.' 

*  Well,  then.  Clary,'  [pa(ring  over 
the  force  of  my  plea]  *  if  your  heart  be 
♦free—' 

*  O  my  beloved  mamma,  let  theufual 

*  pnerolity  of  your  dear  heart  operate 
'  in  my  favour.  Urge  not  upon  me 
'  the  inference  that  made  me  hefitate.' 

'  I  won't  be  interrupted,  Clary— 

*  You  have  feen  in  my  behaviour  to 

*  you,  on  this  occafion,  a  truly  ma- 
»  tf rival  t€ndcrncr«5  you  have  obfervcd 


that  T  have  undertaken  thista(k  witk 
Pome  relu6\ance,  becaufe  the  man  it 
not  every -thing;  and  becaufe  I  know 
you  carry  your  notions  of  pcrfeftion 
in  a  man  too  high*-* 

*  Dcarert  Madam,  this  onetime  cx- 
cufe  me! — Is  theie  then  any  danger 
that  I  (liould  be  guilty  of  an  impru- 
dent thing  for  the  man's  fake  you 
hint  at?' 

*  Attain  interrupted!— Am  T  to  be 
(juellioncd,  and  argued  wiili?  You 
know  this  won't  do  fomcwherc  clfc. 
You  kfioiu  it  won't.  What  reafon 
then,  ungenerous  girl,  can  you  have 
for  arguing;  wjrh  me  thus,  but  be- 
caufe you  think  fro:uniy  indulgence 
to  you,  you  may  ?' 

*  Whnt  can  I  fay?  Whi!  can  I  do> 
What  muft  that  caufe  be  that  will 
not  bear  being  aif^iied  upon?' 

*  A^ain!   Claiy  Hurlowe!' 

*  Deareft  M.i(l.im,  forgive  me:  it  wat 
always  my  pride  and  my  pleafurc  to 
obey  you.  But  look  upon  that  niau 
— fee  but  the  difigrecablcnefs  of  his 
perfon.' 

*  Now,  Clary,  do  I  fee  whofe  perfon 
you  have  in  your  eye! — Now  is  Mr. 
Solmes,  I  fee,  bat  omparati'vely 
difagreeable  J  difrigreeablc  only  as 
another  man  has  a  much  more  fpe- 
cious  perfon.' 

'  But,  Madam,  are  not  his  manners 
equally  fo? — Is  not  his  perfon  the 
true  reprefentatlve  of  his  mind?— 
That  other  man  is  not,  (hall  not  be, 
any-thing  to  me,  relea(l!  me  but  from 
this  one  man,  whom  my  heart,  un- 
bidden, refifts.' 

*  Condition  thus  with  your  father. 
Will  he  bear,  do  you  think,  to  be  ^ 
thus  dialogued  with?  Have  I  not 
conjured  you,  as  you  value  my 
peace — Wnat  is  it  that  /  do  not  give 
up? — This  veiy  tafk,  becaufe  I  ap- 
prehended you  would  not  be  eafiljf 
perfuaded,  is  a  ta(k  inJecJ upon  me. 
And  will^otf  giveup  nothing?  Have 
you  not  refufed  as  many  as  have  been 
offered  to  you  ?  If  you  would  not 
have  us  guefs  for  whom,  comply: 
for  comply  you  muft,  or  be  looked 
upon  as  in  a  ftate  of  defiance  with 
your  whole  family.' 

And  faying  this,  (he  arofe,  and  went 

from  me.     But  at  the  chamber-door 

flopped;  and  turned  back:  *  I  will  not 

lay  below  in    what    a   difpofition  I 

leave  you,    Confider  of  cvcry-thing. 

Q  X  •  Tli» 
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*  The  matter  it  rcfolvcd  upon.    At 

*  you  Yalue  your  father's  blefling  and 
<  mine,  and  the  Tatisfa^lion  of  all  the 
«  family,  j-pfolve  to  comply.  I  will 
'  leave  you  for  a  few  moments.  I  will 
'  come  up  to  you  again.  See  that  I 
f  find  you  as  I  wi(h  to  find  youj  and 
«  fince  your  heart  is  free^    let  jour 

*  duty  govern  it.' 

In  about  half  an  hour,  my  mother 
returned.  She  found  me  in  tears.  She 
took  my  hand:  *  It  is  my  part  ever- 
«  more,'  faid  fhe,   <  to  be  of  the  ac- 

*  knowlcdging  fide.     I  believe  I  have 

*  ncedlefslyexpofedmyfclfto  yourop- 

*  pofition,  by  the  method  I  have  taken 
«  with  you.  I  firfl  began  as  if  I  ex- 
«  peQek  a  denial,  and  by  mv  indul- 

*  gence  brought  it  upon  myfclf.* 

*  Do  not,  my  deareft  mamma!  do 

*  not  fay  for 

«  Were  the  occaiion  for  this  debate,* 
proceeded  &e, '  to  have  rifen  from  my- 

<  felfj  were  it  in  my  power  to  difpenfe 
«  with  your  compliance;  you  too  well 

*  know  what  you  can  do  with  me.' 

Woiild  any-body,  my  dear  Mifs 
Howe,  wiih  to  marry,  who  fees  a  wife 
of  fuch  a  temper,  and  bleffed  with 
fuch  an  underflanding  as  my  mother  is 
noted  for,  not  only  deprived  of  all 
power,  but  obliged  to  be  even  oQi've  in 
bringing  to  bear  points  of  high  ini- 
ponance,  which  (he  thinks  ought  not 
to  be  infifted  upon  ? 

*  When  I  came  to  you  a  fecund  time,* 

rrocceded  flie, «  knowing  that  yourop- 
pofition  would  avail  you  nothing,  I 
'  refufed  to  hear  your  reafons :  and  in 
'  this  I  was  wronff  too,    becaufe  a 

*  young  creature  who  loves  to  reafon, 
«  and  uftd  to  love  to  be  convinced  by 
«  rcafon,  ought  10  have  all  her  object 

*  tions  heard.  I  now  therefore,  this 
'  third  time,, fee  you^  and  am  come 

*  refolved  to  hear  all  you  have  to  fay: 
«  and  let  me,  my  dear,  by  my  patience 

*  engage  your  gratitude  J  jo\xr  genera^ 
^Jiijfi  will  call  it;  becaufe  it  is  to 

*  you  I  fpeak,  who  ufed  to  have  a 
«  mind  wholly  generous.— Let  me,  if 

<  your  heart  le  reallj  frtt^  let  me  fee 

<  what  it  will   induce  you   to  do  to 

<  oblige  me;  and  fo  as  you  permit 
«  your  ufuil  difcretion  to  govern  you, 

*  I  will  hear  all  you  have  to  fay;  hut 
«  vith  this  intimation,  that  fay  what 
^  you  Will,  it  will  be  of  no  avail  elfc- 

*  wiicre.'  *     ' 


<  What  a  dreadful  faying  it  thatl 
But  could  I  engage  your  pity,  Ma^^* 
dam,  it  would  be  fomewhat." 

*  You  have  as  much  of  my  pity,  aa 
of  my  love.  But  what  js  ferfoHf 
Clary,  with  one  of  yur  prudence^ 
znd  your  btart  M/engageJ ?" 

<  Should  the  eye  \^  difgufted,  when 
the  heart  is  to  be  engaged? — O  Ma^ 
dam,  who  can  think  of  marryins 
when  the  heart  is  (hocked  at  the  firft 
appearance,  and  where  the  difguft 
muft  be  confirmed  by  eveiy  conver* 
fation  afterwards?' 

*  This,  Clary,  is  owing  to  yoiit 
prepofTefnon.  Let  menochavecauie 
to  regret  that  noble  finunefs  of  miiul 
in  fo  young  a  creature  which  I  thought 
your  glory,  and  which  was  my  boaft 
in  your  chai-afler.  In  this  indance 
it  would  be  obftinacy,  and  want  o£ 
duty.— Have  vou  not  made  objec* 
tions  to  feveral— ' 

*  That  was  to  their  mirnds^  to  their 
principUs,  Madam  .-*But  this  man*— * 

*  Is  an  honeft  man.  Clary  Harlowe. 
He  has  a  good  mind.  He  is  a  vir* 
tuous  man.'  * 

<  Hezn  honeft  man  ?  Hh  a  good  mind. 
Madam?  He  a  virtuous  man!' 

*  Nobody  denies  him  thefe  quali* 
ties.' 

<  Can  hi  be  an  honeft  man  who  of- 
fers terms  that  will  rob  all  his  o\va 
relations  of  their  juft  expeSations-— 
Can  his  mind  be  good?' 

*  You,  Clary  Uarlowe,  for  whofe 
fake  he  offers  fo  much,  are  the  laft 
perfon  that  fhould  make  this  obier* 
vation.' 

*  Give  me  leave  to  fay,  Madam^ 
that  a  perfon  preferring  happinefs  to 
fortune,  as  I  do;  that  want  not  even 
what  I  havef  and  can  give  up  the 
ufe  of  thatf  as  an  inftance  of  duty—* 

*  No  more,  no  more  of  your  merits  1 
—You  know  you  will  be  a  gainer  by 
that  chearful  inftance  of  your  duty$ 
tiot  a  lofer.  You  know  you  have 
but  cfijf  your  bread  upon  tie  'waters 
-— fo  no  more  of  that!— For  it  it  not 
underftood  as  a  merit  by  every-body» 
I  affure  you;  though  I  tniok  it  a  high 
one;  and  To  did  your  father  and  un* 
cles  at  the  time.* 

*  At  the  time.  Madam  I— How  un- 
worthily do  mv  brother  and  fitter, 
who  are  afraid  Uiat  the  favour  I  waa 
fo  lately  in—* 

•Ihcar. 
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'  I  lar  iMKbifig  againft  your  bro- 
^tkeraad  iUhr^-Wbat  familyfeadi 
'  bre  I  in  profyeS,  at  a  nme  when  I 

*  kpcd  moft  comfort  from  you  all?* 

'  God  blcfs  my  brother  and  fitter  in 

*  all  tlieir  iffsrtby  view*!  You  Ihall 
*hfe  no  family- feuds,  if  I  can  pre- 
'Tentdiem.  You  yourfelf,  Madam, 
'  ftaii  iell  me  what  I  (hall  bear  from 

*  tka,  and  I  wili  bear  it:  but  let  tnf 
'  a&ions,  not  /^<ir  tnifreprefcntations, 
'  (it  I  am  fure  by  the  dif^ceful  pro- 

*  kbitioBs  I  hare  met  with  baa  been 

*  tkcaie)  fpeak  for  oie/ 

Jott  dbcn,  up  came  my  father,  with 
t  ianaeti  in  his  looks  that  made  me 
tRffiMe.— He  took  two  or  three  turn» 
ittot  my  chamber,  though  pained  by 
iis  goot^And  then  faid  to  mv  mo- 
tkr,  who  was  iUent  as  foon  as  we  law 

*  My  deai^  yoa  are  long  abfent.— « 
'  Diooer  is  near  ready.  What  you 
'  lad  tt>  lay,  lay  in  a  very  little  com- 
'  pafc.  Sorely,  you  have  nothing  to 
'  do  bat  to  d^are  ^jvr  willy  and  my 

*  viU^BQt  perhaps  you  may  be  talk- 
'  is^o^  thepreparations-^Letus  have 
'  pa  fooQ  down— Your  daughter  in 
'  your  band,  if  wortfiy  of  the  name.* 

Aad  down  be  vrent,  caftinff  his  eye 
>pos  me  with  a  look  fo  ftern,  that  I  was 
uabie  10  fay  one  word  to  him,  or  even 
^a  few  minutes  to  my  mother. 

"^as  Dot  this  very  intimidating,  my 
far? 

My  mother,  ieeing  mv  concern, 
ittofd  to  pity  me.  She  called  me  her 
pod  child,  and  kiiird  me$  and  told 
aediat  my  father  Ihould  not  know  I 
y  Bade  fuch  oppofition.  *  He  has 
'  kiodJy  furniibed  us  with  an  ezcufe 
'ior  being  fo  long  together,'  faid  (he. 
1--Cpaie,  my  dear— dinner  will  be 

*  BpoD  table  prefently— -Shall  we  go 

*  down  r— And  took  my  hand. 

Thi»  made  me  ftart.     •  What,  Ma- 

*  dam,  go  down  to  let  itbe  fuppofed  vire 

*  •ere  talking  oi  preparattQtu  f— O  my 
'bdoied  mamma,  command  me  not 
'  dowa Qpon  liich  a  fuppofition." 

'  Von  fee,  child,  that  toftav  longer 
'together,  will  be  owning  that  you 

*  are  debating  about  an  ablolute  duty 
'  aad  that  will  not  be  borne.     Did  noi 


*  fometh i  ng  by  way  of  excn  fe  for  yo«  % 

*  and  that  yoti  defire  nm  to  go  down  t» 

*  dinner— That  your  roodelly  on  the 

*  occafion— * 

'  O  Madam  t  fay  not  my  modefty  xm 

<  fucb  an  occafiont  for  that  will  be  \m 

*  give  hope—' 

'  And  deiign  you  nrt  to  give  heper 
«  — Perverfegirl!*— iij^^n^,  aadftttt^ 
ing  from  me,  '  Take  more  time  ror 
'  confiderationt-^Since  it  is  neceflary, 

*  takt  more  time— -And  when  I  iee  yo« 
'  next,  let  me  know  what  blame  I 

*  have  to  caft  upon  myfelf,  or  to  bear 

<  from  your  father,  for  my  indulgenos 

*  to  you,' 

She  made,  however,  a  little  ftop  at 
the  chamber- door  \  and  feemed  to  es- 
pe£i  that  I  would  have  befought  her  t« 
make  the  gentleft  conftroiElion  for  me^ 
for,  heliuting,  (he  was  pleaied  to  fay^ 

*  I  fuppoie  you  would  not  have  010 
«  make  a  report—* 

'  O  Madam,*  interrupted  I,  <  wbo& 

*  favour  can  I  hope  for,  if  I  ioiV  aiy 

*  mamma's?* 

To  have  defired  zfa^vourahU  re- 
port, you  know,  my  dear,  woul4 
have  been  qualifying  upon  a  point 
that  1  was  too  much  determined  up. 
on,  to  give  room  for  anv  of  my 
friends  to  think  I  have  the  leaft  he^ 
tation  about  it.  And  fo  my  mother 
went  downftairs. 

I  will  depofit  thus  far;  and,  as  I 
know  you  will  not  think  me  too  mi- 
nute in  mv  relation  of  particulars  ib 
very  interening  toone  you  honour  wiiJi 
your  love,  proceed  in  the  fame  way, . 
As  matters  Itand,  I  don*t  care  to  have 
papers  To  freely  written  about  me. 

Pray  let  Robert  call  every  day,  if 
you  can  fpare  him,  whether  I  hav* 
any-thing  ready  or  not. 

I  fliould  be  glad  you  would  not  lend 
him  empty-handed.  Whataffenerofity 
will  it  be  in  you,  to  write  as  ^equently 
from  friendmip,  as  I  am  forced  to  d* 
from  misfortune  I  The  letters  being 
taken  away  will  be  an  aiTurance  that 
you  have  them.  As  I  (hall  write  and 
depofit  as  I  have  opportunity,  the  for* 
mality  oi  fuper  andyif^-fcnption  will 
be  exculed.  For  I  need  not  fay  how 
OTiuch  I  zmywr  faictre  and  ever^c^cc* 
tmat4 

Cl.Harlowi. 
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VISS  CLARISSA  HARLCfwE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE, 

MY  mother,  on  her  return,  which 
was  as  foon  as  (he  had  dined, 
was  plcafed  to  inform  me,  that  flic  told 
jny  father,  on  his  ftueftioning  herabout 
my  chearful  compliance,  (for  it  feems 
the  chearful  was  all  that  was  doubted) 
that  flie  was  willing,  on  fo  material  a' 
point,  to  gire  a  child  whom  flie  had  fo 
ptuch  reafon  to  io've,  (as  the  condcfcend- 
ed  to  acknowledge  were  her  words)  li- 
berty to  fay  all  that  was  in  her  heart  to 
fty,  that  her  compliance 'might  be  the 
freer:  letting  him  know,  that  when  he 
came  up,  ftic  was  attending  to  my 
pleas;  lor  that  ihe  found  I  h^d  rather 
jjot  marry  at  all. 

She  told  me,  that  to  this  my  father 
angrily  faid,  •  Let  her  take  care— let 
her  take  care — that  flie  give  me  not 
gronnd  to  fufpeft  her  of  a  preference 
Jomcwhcre  elfe.  But,  if  it  be  to 
cafe  ber  heart,  and  not  to  difpute  my 
will,  yon  may  hear  her  out.' 

*  So,  Clary,'  faid  my  mother,  *  I 
am  returned  in  a  temper  accordingly: 
and  I  hope  you  will  not  again,  by 

your  peremptorincfs,   ihcw  «rf,  how 
I  ought  to  treat ^o«:' 

*  Indeed,  Madam,  you  did  me  juf- 
tice,  to  fay  I  have  no  inclination  to 
marry  at  all.  I  have  not,  I  hope, 
made  myfeif  fo  very  unufefui  in  my 
papa's  family,  as—' 

*  No  more  of  your  merit*,  Clary! 
You  have  been  agocd  child.  You 
have  eafed  me  of  all  the  family- 
cares:  but  do  not  now  give  more  than 
ever  you  relieved  me  from.  You 
have  been  air.ply  repaid  in  the  repu- 
tation your  fkill  and  management 
have  given  yon :  but  now  there  is 
foon  to  be  a  period  to  all  thofe  aflfift- 
ances  frbm  you.  If  you  many, 
there  will  be  a  natural,  and,  if  to 
pleafe  us,  a  defirable  period;  be- 
caufc  your  own  family  will  employ 
all  your  talents  in  that  way;  if  you 
do  not,  there  will  be  a  period  like- 
wife,  but  not  a  natural  one— You  un- 

f  derftand  me,  child.' 
I  wept. 

*  I  have  made  enquiry  already  after 
f  a  houfekceper,    1  would  havQ  l^ad 


*  your  good  Norton;  but  I  fuppofe  yoil 

*  will  yourfelf  wilhr  to  have  the  wor« 

*  thy  woman  with  you.     If  you  ^- 
'  fire  it,  that  (hall  be  agreed  tipo&^i/ 

*  you.' 

*  Bat  why,   dearefl:  Madam,  why 

*  am  I,  thtyoungejfy  to  be  precipitated 

*  into  a  ftftic,  that  I  ani  very  far  from 

*  withing  to  enter  into  with  any- body?* 
'  You  are  going  to  queftibn  roe,  I 

*  fuppofe,  why  your  fifto-  is  not  thought 
«  of  for  Mr.  Solmes?* 

*  I  hope.  Madam,  it  will  not  dif- 

*  pleafe  you,  if  I  were  V 

*  I  might  refer  ybu  for  an  anfwer  to 
'  your  father.'^Mr.  Solmes  has  rca* 

*  fons  for  preferringj«>».' 

*  And  I  have  reafon s.  Madam,  foi 
'  difliktngj&im. — And  why  am  I—' 

*  This  quicknefs  upon  me,'  inter- 
rupted my  mother,  *  is  not  to  be  borne* 

*  I  am  gone,  and  your  father  comes, 

*  if  /can  do  nogbod  with  you.' 

*  O  Madam,    I  would  rather  die, 

*  than—' 

She  put  her  hand  to  my  mouth.—* 

*  No  percmptorinefs,  Clary  Hariowe: 

*  once  you  declare  yourfelf  inflexibtej 

*  I  have  done.' 

I  wept  for  vexation.     *  This  is  allg 

*  all,  my  brother's  doings— his  grafp* 

*  tng  views!* 

*  No  rcfleftions  upon  your  brothers 

*  he  has  entirely  the  honour  of  the  fa^ 

*  milyat  heart.* 

*  I  would  no   more  dishonour  my 

*  family.  Madam,   than  my  brotfocy 

*  would.' 

«  I  believe  it  t  but  I  hope  you  will 
'  allow  your  father,  and  me,  and  your 

*  uncles,  to  judge  what  will  do  it  ho« 

*  nour,  what  difnononr,' 

I  then  oficred  to  live  (ingle;  never  la 
marry  at  all;  or  never  but  with  thl^ 
full  approbation. 

*  If  you  mean  to  ihew  your  duty, 

*  and  your  obedience,  Clary,  you  mufl 

*  fliew  it  in  oar  way,  not  \nyouro'wts»^ 

*  I  hope.  Madam,  that  I  have  ijol 

*  Co  behaved  hitherto,  as  to  render  fach 

*  a  trial  of  my  obedience  neceffary,* 

*  Yes,  Clary,  I  cannot  but  fay  that 

*  you  have  hitherto  behaved  extremelv 
'  well :  but  you  have  had  no  trials  till 

*  now;  and  I  hope,  that  now  yon  arc 

*  called  to  one,  you  will  not  fail  in  it« 

*  Parents,'  proceeded  flie,  *  when 
'  children  are  young,  are  pleafed  witl^ 
<  pvcry- thing  tKcy  do«    You  have  been 

<  a  goo^ 
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UgQoicliiU  upon  tlie  whole;  but  we 

*  km  hitherto  rather  complied  with 

*  yoOt  thtA  you  with  xa.     Now  that 

*  jw^  are-fprown  op  to  maitiageftble 

*  jnn^  i4  the  tcft;  efpeciiUy  as  your 
\  *  grandfather  has  made  you  iodepen- 
I ' '  4em,  as  wt  may  fay,  in  preference  to 

'  tboie  who  had  prior  expeftationt 
<  spon  that  cftate.' 

*■  Madam,    my   grandfather  ki»ewy 
'ad csjprcftly  neotionsd  in  his  will 

*  his  detec,  that  my  father  will  more 
'  doB  make  it  up  to  my  ifter.    I  did 

*  Bodung  hot  what  I  thought  my  duty 

*  toptoairehfs  fsvoor.  It  was  rather 
j  *  iflorkeif  his  a^6tian»tbao  any  ad.' 

I  *  natage  to  me:  for,  do  I. either  feek 
I  *  m  wHk  to  be  independent?  Were  I 
,  '  to  be  ^oeea  of  the  vniverfe,  that 
I  *  dignity  ftiould  not  abfolve  me  from 

*  aiydnty  to  you  and  to  my  father.  I 
'  vooid  kneel  for  your  hleflings,  were 
'  it  ia  the  preience  of  millions— So 

*  that—' 

*  I  am  loth  to  Interrupt  f9Mf  Clary; 

*  Thsogh  yon  could  more  dian  once 

*  bieak  in  upon  me.  You  are  yonng 
<asd  anhrokeni  but,  with  all  this 
'  adentation  of  your  duty,  I  defire  you 

*  to  ihcw  a  little  more  deference  to  mt 

*  when  I  am  fpeaking.* 

'  I  beg  your  paixion,  dear  Madam, 

*  aad  your  patience  with  me  on  fuch 

*  so  occafion  as  thh.  If  I  did  not 
'  fpeak  with  earneftneis  upon  it,  I 
'  hoM  befuppofcd  to  have  only  maid - 

I  *  takj  abfe^ions  againft  a  man  I  never 

I   •  cm  endure.* 

,       *  Clary  Harlowc!' 

*  Deareft,  dcareft  Madam,  permit 
'  me  lo  fpeakk  what  I  have  to  fay,  this 
'  oace«-Itis  hard,  it  iso^^i^  hard,  to 
'^  be  forbidden  to  enter  into  the  caufe 

.*ef  all  thefe  raifunderftandinsrs,   be- 

*  aafr  Imuft  not  fpeak  difrefpeafully 

*  of  one  who  (uppoies  me  in  the  way 
'  «f  his  ambition,  and  treats  me  like 
'  a  da»e— ' 

*  Whither,  whither.  Clary  !* 

*  My  deareft  mamma  !-*>My  doty 
I  '  sHll  not  permit  me  fo  far  to  fuppcfe 

*  my  father  arbitrary,  as  to  make  a 
'  fin  of  that  arbitrarineft  to  you/ 

*  How  now,  Chi-yf^O  girl!' 

'  Yoor  patience,  my  dearejl  mam- 

*  >ia:<-— you  were  pleafed  to/zry;  you 

*  would  hear  me  with  patience. — Pe  r  - 

*  ftov  in  a  iivan  is  nothing,  becaufe  I 

*  m^oppoied  to  bt  fi^deat;  4b  my  eye 
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is  to  be  difgnfted,  asd  my  reaibtt  Mt 

convinced/ 
«  Girl,  girl!' 

<  Thus  are  my  imputed  good  qoali* 
ties  to  be  made  mv  punimment^  and 
I  am  to  be  weddeti  to  a  mnnfitr^^* 

*  [  Aftoniftiingi— Can  this»  ClariCa, 
be  from  you?' 

*  The  man,  Madam,  perfon  anJ 
mind,  is  a  monftcr  in  my  eye.  ]-«-And 
that  I  may  be  induced  to  bear  this 
treatment,  I  am  to  be  compiimcnCed 
with  being  indifferent  to  all  mens 
yet,  at  other  times,  and  to  ferve  other 
purpofes,  be  thought  prepofleffed  in 
favour  of  a  man  againR  whole  moral 
chara^er  lie  jvfi  ob}e€ktons.«^oo«* 
fined,  as  if,  like  the  giddieft  of 
creatures,  I  would  run  away  with 
this  roan,  and  difgrace  my  wholefa. 
milyl-^O  my  deareft  mamma!  who 
can  be  patient  under  fuch  treatment?' 

<  Now,  Clary,  I  fuppcfe  you  will  al« 
low  arr  to  fpeak.     1  think  I  have  had 

Katience  indeid  with  yoe.  Could  I 
ave  though r^But  I  will  put  all  up* 
on  a  Aiort  ifliie.  Your  moiiery  Cla« 
riffa,  fliall  fhew  you  an  example  of 
that  patience  you  fo  boldly  claim 
from  her,  without  having  ^my  jouT" 

O  my  dear,  how  my  mother's  eon- 
defcenfion  diftrefled  me  at  the  time*-^ 
Infinitely  more  diftrcfied  me,  than  ri« 
gou r  cou Id  h ave  done .  B u t  (he  kmtw^ 
flie  was  to  be  Aire  uivare,  that  iftie  was 
put  upon  a  harih,  upon  an  nnrcafonablM 
fervice,  let  me  fay,  or  ihe  would  nor^ 
(he  could  not,  have  had  lb  much  pa^' 
tience  with  me, 

'  Let  me  tell  you  then,'  proceeded 
(hf,  '  that  all  lies  tn  a  fmall  compafs^ 
as  your  father  faid.— You  h^ve  been 
hitnerto,  as  you  are  pretty  ready  to 
plead,  a  dutiful  child.  You  have 
mdeed  had  no  caufe  to  be  otherwife. 
No  c^ild  was  ever  more  favoured. 
Whether  you  will  difcredit  all  your 
paft  behaviour}  wliethep,  at  a  time 
and  upon  an  occafion,  that  the  higheft  , 
inftance  of  duty  is  expe6ied  froiA 
you;  (an  inftance  that  is  to  crown 
all)  and  when  you  declare  that  j^sar 
heart  is  /r^*— you  will  give  that  ini 
ftance;  or  wbetheri  having  a  view  to 
the  independence  you  may  clthn^ 
(forfo,  (Jlary,  whatever  be  yoUrfriox 
tive,  it  will  be  judged)  and  wbich 
any  man  you  favour,  .can-  aflert  fit 
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«  you  agdnfi  us  all;  or  rather  ^or  bim* 

*  S^V  »"*  St^^'  ^^  u 9— whether,  I  fay, 
^  you  will  break  with  us  all,  and  (^.and 
«  in  defiance  of  a  jealous  father,  need- 

*  lefsly  jealous,  I  will  venture  to  iay, 
^  of  the  preropratives  of  his  fex,  as  to 
*■  roe,  and  ftilf  ten  times  nsore  jealoua 

*  of  the  authority  of  a  father— this  is 

*  DOW  the  point  with  us.    You  know 

*  your  father  has  made  it  a  point }  and 
^  did  he  ever  give  up  one  he  thought  be 

*  had  a  right  to  cairyK 

«  Too  truel*  thought  I  to  myfelf. 
«  And  now  my  brother  has  engraved  m  v 

*  father,   his  fine  fcheme  will  noatk 

*  abne^  without  needing  his  leading- 

*  ftrines;  and  it  is  become  my  faih*r*s 
*■  <ivcathat  I  oppofe;  not  my  brother^t 

*  graipine  views.* 

I  was  iilent.  To  fay  the  truth,  I 
was  juft  then  fuUtnly  filent.  Mv  heart 
was  too  big.  I  thought  it  was  hard  to 
he  thus  given  up  by  my  mother^  and 
that  ihe  uonld  make  a  will  fo  uncon-^ 
troulable  as  my  brother's,  her  will,— 
My  mother,  my  dear,  though  I  muft 
■ot  txf  fo,  was  not  obliged  to  marry 
agatnft  btr  liking«  My  mother  loved 
my  father. 
-   Mv  filence  availed  me  ftill  lefs. 

*  I  fee,  my  dear,*  faid  (he,  «  that 
^  you  are  convinced.    Now,  my  good 

*  child,  now,  my  Clary,  do  I  love 

*  vou!  It  (hall  not  be  known,  that  you« 

*  have  argued  with  me  at  all.    All 

*  (ball  be  imputed  to  that  modefty 
«  which  has  ever  fo  much  diftinguifhed 
«  you.  You  (hall  have  the  fufl  merit 
«  of  your  reiignation.' 

I  wept. 

She  tenderly  wiped  the  tears  from 
my  eves,  and  kifled  my  clieek.— ^  Your 

*  father  expeds  you  down  with  a  chear- 

*  fttl  countenance— but  I  will  excufe 

*  your  going.     Ail  your  fcruptes,  you 

*  lee,  have  met  with  an  indulgence 
'  trulv  maternal  from  roe.    I  rejoice 

*  in  tne  hope  that  you  are  convinced. 

*  This  indeed  feems  to  be  a  proof  of 
'  the  truth  of  your  agreeable  declara- 

*  tion,  that  jour  heart  is  free,* 

Did  not  this  fee m  to  border  upon 
€nulty,my  dear,  info  indulgent  a  mo- 
ther?— It  would  be  wicked  [Would  it 
90tl]  to  fuppofe  my  mother  capable  of 
tfr^-but  (he  is  nut  upon  it^  and  obliged 
to  take  methods  to  which  her  heart  is 
Bttnrally  above  ftooping;  and  all  in- 
inukd  tor  my  goods  hecaufe  (be  iect 


that  no  arguing  will  be  acTmif^ed  Xttf^ 
where  elfet 

*  I  will  ffo  down,*  proceeded  flie 

*  and  eacoK  your  attendance   mt  af 

*  ternoon-tea,  as  I  did  to  dinners  foi 
^  I  know  you  wilF  have  fome  little  rj 

*  luftances  to  fubdue.     I  will  allovi 

*  you  thofe;  and  alfo  fome  little  natii' 

*  ral  (hynefles— And  fo  vou  Jhaii  im^ 

*  come  down,  if  you  chu(e  U9t  to  codk 

*  down- Only,  my  dear,  do  not  d«f 

*  mce  my  report  when  you  come  tc 

*  fupper.    And  be  fore  behave  as  vev 

*  ufed  to  do  to  your  brother  and  finery 
'  for  your  behaviour  to  them  will  hi 

*  one  teft  of  your  chearful  obedience  t< 
'  us.  I  ad  vile  as  a  friend,  yon  lee>  ffa< 

*  ther  than  command  at  a  mother— -S< 

*  adieu,  my  love.*  Andiq^in  flie  kiJle< 
me{  and  was  going. 

*  O  my  dear  mamma,*  faid  I,  *  for* 

*  give  met- But  furelv  you  cannot  be- 
'  lieve  I  can  ever  think  of  haTing  tha 
«  man!' 

She  was  very  angry,  and  icented  to  b< 
giieatly  difappointed.  She  threatened 
to  turn  me  over  to  my  father  and  mj 
unci  est— (he,  however,  bid  me  (gene- 
roufly  bid  me)  confider,  what  a  handl< 
I  gave  to  my  brother  and  (ifter,  if  ] 
thought  thevhad  views  to  (enre  by  mak- 
ing my  uncles  dilfatisfied  with  me. 

*  I,'  faid  (he,  in  a  milder  accent 

*  have  early  faid  all  that  I  thought  couk 

*  be  faid  a^inft  the  prefent  propo(al,  oi 
'  a  fuppoiition  that  you,  who  have  re- 

*  f uled  feveral  others,  (whom  I  own  tc 

*  be  preferable  as  to  perfon)  would  no 
'  approve  of  it;  and  could  I  have  fuc 
'  cceded,  you,  Clarv,  had  never  hean 
'  of  it.  Butif/couldnot,  howcan^j 

*  eicpeA  to  prevail }  My  great  ends,  it 

*  the  ta(k  I  have  undertaken,  are  thf 

*  prefervation  of  the  family-peace,  A 

*  likely  to  be  overturned  $  to  retnftan 

*  you  in  the  affeftions  of  your  fatfaei 

*  and  uncles:  and  to  preferveyoo  from 

<  a  man  of  violence.— Your  father,  yot 

*  muft  needs  think,  wi  11  flame  out,  opoi 

*  your  i^fufal  to  comply:  your'unelei 

<  are  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  tiM 

*  confiftency  of  the  meafure  with  theii 

*  favourite  views  of  aggrandising  tin 

*  familv*  that  they  are  as  much  deter 

*  mined  as  'vour  father— Your  ana 

*  Hervey  and  your  uncle  Hervey  are  od 

<  the  fame  party.  And  it  is  hard,  if  i 
'  father  and  qiother,  tnduaclea,  an^ 

*  aunt,aU«oDJoiatd/caiiD^betUowe« 
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^  i»  £icfi  ytmr  ctMicev-^Snrdjr^  my 

dear  nrl,'  proceeded  Aie,  [for  I  wma 

ficBC  afi  this  ttme]  ^  it  cannot  be,  that 

*  jftm  are  tbe  more  aTerfe,  becaufe  the 

*  fimuh  ^nevtjs  wil  I  he  promoted  by  the 
'  matcA— This,  I  aiTure  ytiUy  it  what 

*  ewy-body  moft  thinks  if  you  com- 

*  ply  not.     Nor,  while  the  man  fo  ob- 

*  Boxioas  to  OS  all,  remains  unroar- 
'  riedy  and  htssaus  about  you»  will  the 

*  ibnagcft  ai&rerations  you  can  make 
'  of  your  relblotion  and  wifliei  to  live 

*  finek,  be  in  the  leaft  regarded.  And 

*  wdl  you  know,  that  Were  Mr.  Love- 
'  lace  an  angel,  and  your  father  had 
'  ande  rt  a  point  that  you  Aiould  not 
'  have  him,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  dif- 
'  pate  his  will.  As  to  the  prohibitioa 
'  laid  ttMR  you,  (much  as  I  will  own 
'  againft  m  liking)  that  is  owing  to 

*  t£e  belief  that  you  conrcfponded  by 

*  Mi&  Howe's  meaas  with  that  man$ 

*  nor  do  I  doubt  that  you  did  fo/ 

I  aafwered  to  every  article,  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  I  am  fore  would  have  fatis- 
fied  her,  could  ibe  have  been  permitted 
Is  judge  for  herielf )  and  I  then  in« 
vei^wd  with  bittemefs  aninft  the  dif- 
graccfnl  prohibitions  laidupon  me. 

TIm^  would  fcrve  to  ftew  me,  ibe 
«as  nlcaled  to  lay,  how  much  in  eameft 

3r  lather  was.     They  might  be  taken 
,  whenever  I  thought  fit,  and  no  harm 
done,  nor  difgrace  received.    But  if  I 
weictobecontoniacionsy  I  might  thank 
ayfelf  fir  all  that  would  follow. 
Ilighed.  Ivrept.  I  was /iient« 
«  Shall  I,  aa^,*  laid  iie,  «  inll  I 

<  teU  yourfatberthat  thele  prohibitions 

*  are  as  minecefiary  as  I  hoped  they 
'  would  be?  Thatyou  know  your  duiji^ 
'  and  vrill  not  ofer  to  cuatiuvert  his 
«  will  r  What  fay  you,  my  lover 

•  O  Madam!  whatcanf  fiiytoquef- 
^  tkms  fi>  indulgently  put7— »I  do  in« 

*  deed  km9n»  my  duty:  no  cicatur^in 

<  die  uPorM  is  mmt  willing  to  fraOifi 

*  ki  but,  pardon  me,  deareft  Madam, 

*  if  I  fi^  that  I  muft  bear  thefe  prohi- 

*  hitioaa,  if  I  am  to  pay  lb  dear  to  have 
iBcaa  ■UKiii  on* 

Dttmniiied  aad  perterle,  my  dear 
■amoia  called  mes  and  alttf  walking 
tapjceor  ttirice  in  anger  about  the  roomy 
fte  tnmld  to  me— -<  Your  heart  fra, 
'  Oanial  Iftaw  caa  you  tsil  me  your 

*  hsart  ia6«a^  Stfch  eattaatdinafy  an- 
'  liyailii  ta  M  a  patiicttlar  perlbn  muft 

*  btmrn^g  W  titf»el«liAaiy  jnvpoiTef* 


ss 

fions  in  another^  finraurl^-T^U  me. 
Clary  I  and  tell  me  truly— -Do  you 
not  continue  to  cenefjpoiui  with  Mi» 
Lovelace?* 

*  Deareft  Madam/  replied  I,  <  yoti 
know  my  motives:  to  prevent  mif- 
«hief,  I  anfwercd  his  letters.  The 
reafons  for  our  apprehen6oDS  of  this 
ibrt  are  not  over.' 

*  I  own  to  youy  Clary,  (although 
now  I  would  not  have  it  known)  that 
I  once  thought  a  little  qualifying 
among  fuch  violent  fpirits  was  not 
amifs.  I  did  not  know  but  ail  thiagt 
would  come  round  again  by  the  me- 
diation of  Lord  M.  and  his  two  fifters : 
but  as  they  all  three  think  pioper  to 
i^efent  for  their  nephewj  and  as  their 
nephew  thinks  lit  to  dety  «•  all;  and 
as  terms  are  olFered  on  the  other  hand, 
that  could  not  be  alked,  which  ^ill 
very  probably  prevent  your  grandfo- 
ther*s  elbte  going  out  of  the  family, 
and  may  be  a  means  to  bring  fttll 
frrcater  into  itj  I  Ice  not  that  the  con- 
tmuance  of  your  correfoondencc  widi 
kim  either  can  or  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted. I  therefor^  now  forbid  it  to 
you,  as  you  value  my  favour.* 

*  Be  pleafed,  Madam,  onlv  to  advilh 
me  how  to  break  it  off  with  fafety  to 
my  brother  and  uncles;  and  it  is  all 
I  wiii  for.  Would  to  Heaven,  the 
man  £a  hated  had  not  the  pretence  to 
make  of  having  been  too  violently 
iieated,  when  he  meant  peace  and  rcr 
eoAciliation!  It  would  always  hate 
been  in  my  own  power  to  have  broko 
with  him.  His  reputed  immoralitiea 
wonld  have  given  me  a  joft pretende 
at  aty  time  to  do  lb— But,  Madam, 
ae  my  uncles  and  my  brother  will  keep 
no  meafures;  as  he  has  heard  what 
the  triew  is;  and  as  I  have  reafon  to 
think  that  be  is  only  retrained  by  bis 
legaid  for  me  from  refentine  their 
violent  treatment  of  him  fllid  bis  fa- 
mily) what  can  I  do?  Would  you 
have  ma.  Madam,  make  him  deipe- 


*  The  law  will  proted  us,  child! 
Offended  nagiftracy  will  afleit  it- 
ftlf.' 

«  But,  Madam,  may  not  fome  dread- 
ful mifchief  firft  happen?— The  law 
aferts  not  itfelf,  till  it  // offended/ 
«  You  have  made  oilers,  Clary,  If 
you  might  be  obliged  in  the  point  in 
f  iMftiofl«»'Aie  you  really  in  eameft, . 
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*  were  you  to  be  complied  with>  to 

<  break  off  all  correfpondence  with  Mr. 
•'  Lovelace?— Let  me  know  this/ 

*  Indeed  I  am;  and  I  will.  You-, 
^  Madim,  (haHfee  all  the  letters  that 

*  hare  paiTed  between  us.     You  AiaH 

*  fee  1  have  given  him  no  encourage^ 

*  meat  independent  of  my  duty.   And 

*  when  you  have  Teen  them,  you  will  be 

*  better  able  to  dire^l  me  how,  on  the 
,^  condition  I  have  offered,  to  break  €i»> 

*  tirely  with  him.' 

*  I  take,  you  at  your  word*  Clarifla-^ 
/  Give  me  J^ii  letters  $  and  the  copies  of 

*  youn.\ 

*  1  am  fure,  Madam,  you  will  keep 

<  the  knowledge  that  X  write,  and  what 

<  I  write.' 

t     '  Ko  conditions  with  your  mother— 

*  Barely  my  prudence  may  be  tnifted 
.«  to.' 

I  begged  her  pardon;  and  befought 
berto  take  the  key  of  the  private  drawer 
in  my  efcritoire,  where  they  lay,  that  (he 
berfelf  might  fee  that  I  had  norefervea 
.to  my  mother. 

*  She  did;  and  took  all  hit  letters,  and 
the  copies  of  mine.— -<  Uncqnditioned 

*  with,"  (he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  *  they 

<  (hall  be  yours  again,  unfeen  by  any- 
«  bodyelfe.'  -  • 

I  thanked  her;  and  (he  withdrew  to 
read  them;  faying,  She  woold. return 
them,  when  &e  had. 

.  You,  my  dear,  haveieen  all  the  let- 
ters that  paffed. between  Mr.  Lovelace 
and  me,  till  my  laff  return  from  you. 
You  have  acknowledged,  that  he  has 
nothing  to  boaft  of  from  them.  Three 
others  I  have  received  fince,  bytfae-prr- 
yate  conveyance  /  toidjou  o^i  the  laft  I 
have  not  yet  anfwered. 

In  tbefe  three,  as  in  tho(e  you  have 
feen,  after  htvine  bcfoughl  my  .favour, 
and  in  the  mo(t  earneft  manner  pro- 
fcfTcd  the  ardour  of  his  paflionfor  me; 
and  fet  forth  the  indignities  done  him; 
the  defiances  my  brother  throws  out 
tfgiinft  him  in  all  companies;  tbe  me- 
naces, and  hoftile  appearance  of  my  un- 
cles wherever  they  go;  and  the  methods 
they  take  to  defame  him;  he  declares. 
That  neither  his  own  hbnour,  nor  the 
honour  of  his  family,  HnvolvMlaa  that 
is  in  the  undidinguiming  refieftions 
caft  upon  him  for  an  unhappy  affair 
which  he  would  have  ihunned,  but 
could  1  at)  permit  him  to  bear  tbefe  con- 
£i  t2i«d  xdignitie9«  (bat  M  my  inclixui* 


ttons,  if  not  fovourableto  him^  ^amttff 
be,  nor  are,  to  fuch  a  man  as  the  newly- 
introduced  Solmes,  he  is  intei%fted  the 
more  to  refent  my  brother's  behaviour, 
who  to  every. body  avows  his  rancour 
and  malice;  and  glories  in  tbe  proba^ 
biltty  he  has,  through  the  addrd's  of 
this  Soimes,  of  mortifying  jBVf,   snd 
avenging  himfelf  on  kimt  that  it  is  im- 
pofHbie  he  (hould  not  think  himfelf  con- 
cerned  to  truib-atea  meafure  fo  direBly 
levelled  at  him,  had  he  not  a  Aiil  higher 
motivf  for  hoping  to  fruftrate  it:  that 
I  m  uft  forgive  hi  m ,  i  f  he  enter  into  can  • 
ference  with  Solmes    upon    it.      He 
carneftly  iniifts  (upon  what  he.  has  fo 
oftempropofcd)  that  I  will  give  bim 
leave,  in  company  with  Lord  M.  to  wait 
upon  my  uncles,  and  even  upon  my  fa- 
ther^^And  hepromifes  patience, if  new 
provocations,  abfolutely  beneath  a  man 
to  bear,  be  not  given :  which  by  the 
way  I  am  far  from  being  able  to  engage 
for. 

In  my  anfwer,  I  abfolutely  declare, 
as  I  tell  him  I  have  often  done.  That  be 
is  to  expeA  no  favour  from  me,  agaioft 
the  approbation  of  my  friends:  that  I 
am  fure  their  confents  for  his  viiiting 
ahy  of  them  will  never  be  obtained :  that 
I  will  not  be  either  fo  .undatiful,  or  fo 
indifcreet,  as  to  fuffer  my  ioterefts  to  be 
feparated  from  the  interefts  of  my  ftiw 
mily,  for  any  man  upon  earth:  that  I  do 
not  think  myfelf  obligid  to  him  for  tlie 
forbearance  I  defire  one  flaming  fpirk 
to  have  with  others:  that  in  this  deAre 
1  require  nothing  of  him,   but  what 
prudence,  juftice,  and  the  laws  of  hi% 
country,  require:  that  if  he  has  any  cx"- 
pedations  of  favour  from  me,  on  that 
account,  he  deceives  himfeift  that  f 
have  no  inclination^  as  I  have  often  told 
him,  to  change  my  condition:  that  I 
cannot  allow  myfelf  to  correfoond  with 
him  any  longer  in  this  clandeitine  man^ 
ner:  it  is  mean,  low,  undutiful,  I  tell 
himi  and  has  a  giddy  appearanoe,which 
cannot  be  excufed:  that  therefiore  he  d^ 
not  to  cxpe^l  that  I  w// continue  it.  - 
To  this,  in  his  laft,  among  oii>^ 
things,  heieplies,ThatifIam,iUftually 
determined  to  break  off  all  coivelpos. 
denoewith  htm,  hemuft  conclude^  that 
it  is  with  a  view  to  become  the  w(fe  oi 
a  man,  whom  no  woman  of  honour  and 
fortune  can  think  tolerable.    A^od  h 
that  cafe,  I  muft  excnfe  him  liar  fiayin  * 
that  he  fliall  neither  be  able  to  hear.tfi 
thoughts  of  lofing  for  cycr'a  perlbn  ii 

whoa 
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vtan  aii  bift  prdbit  and  all  hit  future 
bopet  ai«  ceoUedy  nor  fupport  himiclf 
with  patience  iwtkr  th^  iofolcBt  tri- 
umphs of  my  brother  upon  it«  But  that» 
nevcnhelefsy  be  will  pot  threaten  either 
hit  own  li£e,  or  that  of  any  other  man. 
He  maft  cake  hit  refolutiont  at  fuch  a 
dreaded  event  (hall  impel  him,  at  the 
tine.  If  be  fliall  know  that  it  will  have 
nyconienty  be  muft  endeavour  to  reiign 
to  hit  deftiny:  but  if  be  be  brou^t 
about  by  compulfion,  he  (ball  not  be 
able  to  amfwer  for  the  confequence. 

I  will  lend  you  tbefe  lettert  for  your 
perttfal  in  a  few  dayt.  I  would  inclofe 
than}  but  that  it  it  poflible  ibmetbing 
may  happen,  which  may  make  my  mo- 
ther require  to  re-perufe  them.— Whea 
you  Cet  tbem»  you  will  obferve  how  he 
eadeavoura  to  bold  me  to  this  corre- 


0         # 

III  about  an  hour  my  mother  re- 
turned.    *  Take  vour  letters.  Clary: 

*  1  have  nothin^y*  me  was  pleaied  to  fav, 

*  to  tax  your  difcretion  with,  at  to  the 
'  warding  of  yourt  to  him:  you  have 
'  even  kept  op  a  proper  dignity,  at  well 
'  at  obferred  all  the  rulet  of  decorum) 

*  and  yon  have  refented,  as  you  ought 

*  tore&nt,  bis  menacing  inve^ivet.  In 

*  a  wordy  I  fee  not  that  he  can  form  the 

*  lcaftcxpe£Utiont  from  what  you  have 

*  written,  that  you  will  encourage  the 
'  pof&on  be  avows  for  you.  But  does 
'  be  not  avow  hit  pafiton?  Have  you  the 

*  Icat  doubc  about  what  muft  be  the 

*  iflbe  of  thit  conefpondence,  if  con- 
'  tinned?  And  do  you  yourfelf  think, 
'  when  you  know  the  avowed  hatred  of 

*  one  fiae,  and  the  declared  deiiancet  of 
'  the  other,  that  tbia  com  be,  that  it 

*  mgbt  U  hits  a  matcbr 

'  By  00  meant  it  can,  Madam;  you 

*  will  be  pleaied  to obierve,  thatMiave 

*  £ud  as  much  to  him.  But  now,  Ma- 
'  dam,  that  the  whole  correfpondence 

*  it  before  yooj  I  beg  your  commands 

*  what  to  do  in  a  fitiiation  io  very  dif- 

*  agreeable/ 

*  One  tbiog  I  will  tell  you.  Clary— 

*  But  I  charge  you*  at  you  would  not 

*  have  me  qoeftion  the  generofity  of 

*  your  ipirit,  to  take  no  advantage  of 

*  It,  ^nihet  muntmify  or  verbaUji  uiat  I 
'  am  lb  mucb  pleaied  with  the  oflfer  of 
'  your  keys  to  me,  made  in  lb  chearf  ul 
'  and  uaiefenred  a  manner,  and  in  the 
'  prudence  you  have  fliewn  in  your  let- 

*  Kra,:that  were  it  pra^lcablc  to  bring 
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every  one,  or  your  lather  only»  into 
my  opinion,  I  (bould  readily  leave  all 
the  reft  to  TOur  difcretion,  refenring 
only  to  myKlf  the  direAion  or  appro- 
bation of  your  future  lettert;  and  to 
fee  that  you  broke  off  the  correfpon-^ 
dence  as  foon  at  poiOble.  But  at  it  is 
not,  and  at  I  know  your  father  would 
have  00  patience  with  you,  Ibould  it 
be  acknowledged  that  you  correfpond 
with  Mr.  Lovelace,  or  that  you  bavt 
eorrefponded  with  him  fince  the  time 
he  prohibited  you  fo  to  do;  f  forbid 
you  to  continue  fuch  a  liberty— Yet, 
as  the  cafe  it  difficult,  let  me  a(k  you. 
What  you  you rfelfcanpropofe?  Your 
heart,  youyZij^,  itfrge:  you  own,  that 
you  cannot  think,  at  matters  arc  rir- 
cumftanced,  that  a  match  with  a  man 
fo  obnoxiout  at  he  now  is  to  ut  all, 
it  proper  to  be  thought  of:  what  69 
you  propofe  to  do?— What,  Clary, 
are  your  own  thought^  of  the  mat- 
ter?' 

Without  hefitation  thut  I  anfwered-^ 
What  I  humbly  propofe  it  this:-^ 
That  I  will  write  to  Mr.  Lovelace^ 
(for  I  have  not  anfwcred  hit  la  ft)  that 
he  hat  nothing  to  do  between  my  fa* 
ther  and  met  that  I  neither  ajk  hit  ad- 
vice, not  ntMd  it!  but  that  fmce  he 
thinkt  he  hat  fome  pretence  for  inter- 
feriiijg;,  becaufe  of  my  brother* t  avow« 
al  or  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Sol  met  in 
difpleafure  to  him,  I  will  aflure  him 
(without  giving  him  any  reafon  to 
impute  the  aflurance  to  be  in  the  leaft, 
favourable  to  himfelf)  that  I  never 
will  be  that  man's.  And  if/  proceeded 
»  *  I  may  be  permitted  to  give  him  this 
aflurance;  and  Mr.  Solmes,  in  con. 
fequence  of  it,  be  difcouragcd  from 
profecutin^hisaddrefs;  let  Mr. Love- 
lace be  fatisfied  or  diflfatisfted,  I  will 
go  no  farther;  nor  write  another  line 
to  him;  nor  ever  fee  him  more,  if  I 
can  avoid  it:  and  I  ihall  have  a  good 
excufe  for  it,  without  bringing  in  any 
of  my  familv.* 

«  Ah,  my  love!— But  what  ftiall  we 
do  about  the  tgrms  Mr.  Solmcs  of- 
fers? Thofe  are  the  indicements  with 
every -body.  He  has  even  given  hopes 
to  your  brother  that  he  will  mjke  ex- 
changes of  eft  ates;  oratleaft,  that  he 
will  purchafe  the  northern  one;  for 
you  linow  it  muft  be  entirely  con. 
iiftent  with  the  family-views,  that  we 
increafe  our  int^reit  in  this  conntiy« 
Your  brother,  in  ihort,  liu  give,  m 
Ha  <a>Un 
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f  m  pltfi  thtt  captivates  us  all:  and  a 
^  family  ib  rich  in  all  it's  branclies; 

*  4nii  that  baa  it's  views  to  honQor^mu  ft 

<  be  pleafed  to  fte  a  very  groat  proba- 

<  bility  of  taking  rank  one  day  among 
«  the  principal  in  the  kidgdom.* 

*  And  for  the  fake  of  thefe  views,  for 

<  the  fake  of  this  plan  of  my  brother^s, 

*  am  I>  Madam,  to  be  given  in  mar-^ 

<  riage  to  a  man  I  never  can  endure!— 

<  O  my  deal*  mamma,  fave  me,  fave  me, 

*  if  you  can,  from  this  heavy  evil  W-»I 
'  had  rather  be  buried  alive,^  indeed  I 
<;  bad,  than  have  that  man!* 

She  chid  me  for  my  vehemence;  but 
was  fo  good  as  to  tell  me.  That  (he 
would  found  my  uncle  Harlowe,  who 
was  then  below;  and  if  he  encouraged 
her*  (or  would  engage  to  fecond  her) 
-  file  would  venture  to  talk  to  my  father 
herielf ;  and  I  flkould  hear  further. in  the 
morning. 

She  went  down  to  tea,  and  kindly 
undertook  to  ezcufe  my  attendance  at 


My  heart  is  a  little  at  eafc,  on  i 
hopes  that  my  mother  will  be  al^le  jMT 
procure  favour  for  me,  and  a  delive- 
rance from  this  man;  and  fo  I  have 
leifure  to  moralize.  But  if  I  had  mot, 
I  fliould  not  forbear  to  intermingle  oc« 
eafionally  thefe  fort  of  remarks,  becaufe 
you  command  me  never  to  omit  them 
when  they  occur  to  my  mind:  and  noc 
to  be  able  to  make  them,  even  in  a  more 
a(Fe£king  (ituatjon,  when  one  firs  down 
to  write,  would  foew  one's  felf  more 
engaged  to  felf,  and  to  onc^s  oivh  con- 
cerns, than  attentive  to  the  wi flies  of  a. 
friend.  If  it  be  faid  that  it  is  natural 
fo  to  be,  what  makes  that  naturg,  on 
occafions  where  a  friend  may  be  oblig- 
ed, or  reminded  of  a  piece  of  inftruc> 
tion,  which  (writing  down)  one's  lelf 
may  be  the  better  for,  but  zfttult\  which 
it  would  fet  a  perfon  above  nature  ta 
fubdue? 


Sut  is  it  not  a  fiid  thing,  I  repeat,  to 
be  obliged  to  ftand  in  oppofition  to  the 
vill  of  fuch  a  mother?  *  Why,*  as  I 
often  fay  tD  myfelf,  '  was  fuch  a  man 
'  as  this  Solmes  fixed  upon^  The  only 
^  man  in  the  world,  furely,  that  could 
*  ofkt  fo  much,  and  deferve  fo  little!' 

Little,  indeed,  docs  he  deferve!—* 
Why,  my  dear,  the  man  has  the  mod  in- 
different  of  chai-a6lers.  Every  mouth  is 
opened  againfthim  for  his  fordid  ways**- 
Afoaiijh  man,  to  be  fo  bafe-minded!— 
When  the  difference  between  the  ob- 
taining^ of  a  fame  for  ^erolity,  and 
iacurnng  the  cenfore  ot  being  a  mifer, 
will  not,  prudently  managed,  coft  fifty 
pounds  a  year. 

What  a  name  have  you  got,  at  a  lefs 
expence?  And  what  an  opportunity  had 
ke  of  obtaining  credit  at  a  very  fmall' 
one,  fucceeding  fuch  a  wretched  crea- 
ture as  Sir  Oliver,  in  fortunes  fo  vaft? — 
Yet  has  he  fo  behaved,  that  the  com- 
mon phrafe  is  applied  to  him,  *fbat  ^iV 
Oliver  nviil  never  be  dead  nubiU  Mr* 
Solmes  Ihesm 

The  world,  as  I  have  often  thought, 
ill-natured  as  it  is  faid  to  be,  is  gene- 
rally more  juft  in  chara^ers  (fpeaking 
by  what  it  feels)  than  it  ufually  ap- 
prehended: and  thofe  who  complain 
moft  of  it*s  ccnforioufnefs,  perhaps 
ihould  look  imuardljf  for  the  occafiori 
oftencr  than  they  do. 


LETTER     XVIII. 

MISS    CLAaiSSA    HARLOWE,     TO 
MISS  HOWS. 

SAT.  MAR.  4» 

WOULD  you  not  have  thought 
that  fomething  might  have  been 
obtained  in  my  favour,  from  an  offei*  fo 
reafonable,  from  an  expedient  fo  pro* 
per,  as  I  imagine,  to  put  a  tolerable  end, 
as  from  ntyfelf^  to  a  correfpondence  I 
hardly  know  howotherwife,  with  fafety 
to  fomeof  my  family,  to  get  rid  of>-~ 
But  my  brother*s  plan  (which  my  mo- 
ther fpoke  of,  ana  of  which  I  have  ia' 
vain  endeavoured  to  procure  a  copy, 
with  a  defign  to  take  it  to  pieces,  and 
expofo  it,  as  I  queftion  not  there  is  room 
to  do)  joined  with  my  father's  impa- 
tience of  contradiftion,  are  irrefiftible. 

I  have  net  been  in  bed  all  night  j  nor 
am  I  in  the  leaft  drowfy.  Expe&ation, 
and  hope,  and  doubt,  (an  uneafy  ftatcd  ) 
keptmefufficienthr  wakeful.  I  ftepped 
down  at  my  ufuaf  time,  that  it  might 
nbt  be  known  I  had  not  been  in  bed}  and 
gave  directions  in  the  family-way« 

About  eight  o'clock  Shprey  came  to 
me  from  my  mother  with  orders  to  ;it« 
fend  her  in  her  chamber. 

My  mother  had  been  weepisg»  I  fow 
by  her  eyes:  but  her  afpefl;  feen^d  to  be 
kfs  tender,  and  lefs  affe£tion«tf ,  than 
the  day  beforei  and  th)S»  as  foon  as  I 
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meni  Imo  her  prtfeficey  ftruck  mt 
viib  a«  ave,  wbicn  gmvt  a  gmt  damp 
to  BT  fpints. 
'  Sit  down,  CUrj  Hariowe;  I  (hall 

*  blktOTOtt  by-and-by  :*  and  contintied 
JookxDg  into  a  drawer  among  lacet  and 
iwn,  m  a  way  neither  bufy  nor  an* 

I'believe  it  wa«  a  quarter  of  an  hmir 
More  ike  fpoke  to  me,  (mj  heart  throb- 
bui^fnth  the  fofpeDfe  all  the  time;}  and 
then  fte  aiked  me  coldly,  Whatdirec- 
doos  I  bad  giren  for  the  d:iy? 

I  Ibewed'^her  the  bill  of  fare  for  this 
<by,  and  to- morrow,  if,  I  faid,  it  pleafed 
kr  to  apprare  of  it. 

Shemadea  tinall  alteration  in  it;  but 
vitfi  an  air  fb  cold  and  ib  (blemn,  at 
added  to  my  emotion t. 

■  Mr.  Hartowe  talks  of  dining  out 
'  to^iay,  I  ditnky  at  my  brother  An- 

•  nmT'a— ' 

*  Mr.  Harlowe!— Not  my  father!— 
Hate  I  not  then  a  father!*-^hottght  I? 
<  Sit  down  when  I  bid  you.* 

I  fit  down. 

*  Yon  look  ▼eryfullen,  aary.' 

*  I  hope  not.  Madam.* 

*  If  children  would  alwavt  be  chil- 
1*^*    And  there  flie 


Sbe  then  went  to  her  toilette,  and 
koked  in  the  glafs,  and  gave  half  a 
%b— The  other  half,  n$  if  Ihe  would 
Bot  have  fighed  could  flie  hate  helped  it, 
|k  gpRtiy  hemmed  a^^y» 

*  1  don^t  love  to  fee  the  girl  look  (b 
'  ftllen.- 

■  Indeed,  Madam,  I  am  not  Allien. *— 
Jbd  1  arofe,  and,  turning  from  her, 
^e«  out  my  handkerchief^  for  the  tears 
nn  down  my  cheeks. 

I  thought,  by  the  glaft  before  me,  F 
fcr  the  mother  in  her  Ibftened  eye  caft 
towards  me:  but  her  words  confirmed 
I  m  the  hoped- for  tendemefs. 

'  One  of  the  moft  provoking  things 
'  ia  the  world  is,  to  have  people  cty  for 
*vhat  they  can  heln!* 

'  I  wiii  to  Heaven  I  could,  Midam!  *«• 
Aid  Ifebbed  again. 

*  Tears  of  penitence  and  fobs  of  oer- 
<«xienefs  are  mighty  inrell  fiutea  !<— 
You  may  go  up  to  your  chamber.  I 
Ul  talk  with  you  by-and-by/ 

1  eurtfeycd  with  reverence. 

*  Mock  me  not  with  outward  gef- 
toesofre^ea.  The  heart,  Clary,  ii 
^hatlvaot/ 


*  Indeed,  Madam,  yon  have  it.  It  ia 

*  not  fo  much  mine  as  my  mamma's  .* 

*  Pine  talking!— As  lomcbody  fays, 
<  If  words  were  to  paft  for  duty,  Cla- 
'  rifla  Harlowe  would  be  the  dutifulleft 

*  child  breathing.* 

<  God  blefs  that  ibmebody!— Be  it 
'  whom  it  will,  God  bleft  that  ibme- 

*  body  I*— And  I  curtfeyed,  and,  pur* 
fuant  to  her  laft  command,  was  going. 

She  Teemed  ftruck|  but  n$MU  to  b« 
angry  with  me. 

So  turning  from  me,  (he  |pokc  with 
quick  nefs,  *  Whither  now,  Clary  Har« 

lowe?' 

'  You  comnunded  ne,  Madui,  t0 

go  to  my  chamber.* 

*  I  fee  you  are  very  ready  to  go  out 
pf  mv  prefencc^Is  your  compliance 
the  efeSft  of  fullennefsior  obedience  ?—• 
You  are  verv  ready  to  leave  me.* 

I  could  bofd  no  longer |  bnt  thf«ir 
myfelf  at  her  feeti  '  O  my  deareftmam* 
mal  Let  roe  know  all  I  am  to  fullers 
let  me  know  what  I  am  to  bel— I  Wtf 
bear  it,  if  I  com  bear  it:  bnt  your  dif- 
pleafure  I  cannot  bear!* 

*  Leave  me,  leave  me.  Clary  Har* 
lowe!—- No  kneeling! "•Limbs  fo  (up* 
pie;  wiU  So  ftubboftt!— Rife,  I  tell 
you.* 

*  I  cannot  rife  I  I  will  diibbey  my 
mamma,  when  (he  bids  me  leave  her 
without  being  reconciled  to  me!  No 
fuUens,  niymanunai  no  pemrfenefti 
but,  worie  than  either)  thie  it  diteft 
dirobedieace!«*Yef  tear  not  yoorihlf 
from  me!*  [ wrapping  my  amt  about 

her  as  I  kneeled^  me  Sruggling  to  get 
from  me;  my  face  lifted  up  to  h^,witb 
yes  running  over,  that  fpoke  not  my 
heart  if  they  were  not  all  humilitv  anil 
reverence]  *  You  muft  not,  mun  not» 
tear  yourfelf  from  met*  [for  ftill  th« 
dear  lady  ftru|rgled,  and  looked  thin 
way  and  that,  in  a  fweet  diibider,  as  if 
ihe  knew  not  what  lo  do]—*  I  will  ne« 

*  ver  riie,  nor  leave  you,  nor  let  yoa 

*  go,  tUll  you  fay  you  are  not  nngry 

*  with  me.* 

<  O  thou  ever-moving  duld  of  waf 

*  heart!*  [folding  berdMirarme  about 
my  neck,  as  mine  embraeed  her  kaceij 
*■  Why  was  this  talk-'Botleavnme]-^ 
«  You  have  difcompolcd  m«  beyond 
«  expreifion!  Leave  me,  my  dearl—f 
<  won't  be  angry  with  yoi»-»if  I  OHl 

*  help  it-— if  you*ll  be  good.* 

1  arofe  trcmblingi  tnd hardly  know* 
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iDg  what  I  did,  or  how  I  ftood  or  walk- 
ed, withdrew  to  my  chamber.  My 
Hannah  followed  me  as  foon  as  (he 
beard  me  quit  my  mother *6  prefence, 
'  and  with  (alts  and  fpring- water,  juft 
kept  me  from  falntin^i  and  that  was 
aa  much  as  (he  could  »o.  It  was  near 
two  hours  before  I  could  fo  far  recover 
oiyfclf  as  to  take  up  my  pen,  to  write 
to  you  how  unhappily  my  hopes  have 
ended. 

My  mother  went  down  to  breakfaft, 
I  was  not  fit  to  appear:  but  if  I  had 
been  better,  I  fuppofe  I  (hould  not  have 
been  fent  fur;  fmce  the  permi(fion  for 
9iy  attending  her  down,  was  griven  by 
Biy  father  (when  in  my  chamber)  only 
•n  condition  that  (he  found  me  tAJortbj 

ribe  name  of  daughter.  That,  I  doubt, 
nerer  (ball  be  in  bis  opinion,  if  he 
be  not  brought  to  change  his  mind  as 
to  this  Mr.  Solmes. 


LETTER    XIX, 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWEyTO  MISS 
HOWS. 

[in  answer  to  LITTEB  XV.] 

lAT.  MARCH  4.  12  0*CLOCI^. 

HANNAH  hat  juft  now  brought 
me  from  the  ufual  place  your  fa- 
vour of  yefterday.  The  contents  of  it 
have  made  me  very  thoughtful^  and  you 
will  have  an  anfwer  in  my  graveft  (lyle. 
—/to have  that  Mr.  Solmesl— No,  in- 
deed!—I  will  fooner— But  I  will  write 
firft  tothofepalTagesin  your  letter  which 
are  lefs  concerning,  that  I  may  touch 
upon  this  part  with  more  patience. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  my  fifter's 
value  for  Mr.  Lovelace,  lam  not  very 
much  furprized  at  it.  She  takes  fuch 
qfidoMJ  pains,  and  it  is  fo  much  her  fub- 
|e6k»  to  have  it  thought  that  (he  never  did, 
and  never  could  like  him,  that  (he  gives 
but  too  much  room  to  fu(pe£l  that  (he 
does.  She  never  tells  the  ftory  of  their 
Mrting,  and  of  her  refufal  of  him,  but 
tier  colour  riles,  flie  looks  with  difdain 
vpon  me,  and  mingles  anger  with  the 
^rs  (he  ftivet  hulelf-^nger  as  well 
ts  airs,  ocmonfti-ating,  that  (he  refufed 
a  man  whom  (he  thought  woith  accept- 
ing t  wjiere  elfe  is  the  reafoa  either  for 
anger  or  boaft  ?«-Poor  Belial  She  is  to 
be  pitied— >Sbe  cannot  either  like  0/  dif- 
hkc  with  temperl^-Would  to  Heaven 


(be  had  been  miftrefs  of  all  her  1 
—Would  to  Heaven  (he  had! 

As  to  what  you  fay  of  my  giving  n 
to  my  father*s  eontronl  the  cftate  di 
vi(ed  me,  my  motives  at  the  time,  i 
you  acknowledge,  were  not  blameabl^ 
Your  advice  to  me  on  the  fubjcft  wj 
grounded,  as  I  remember,  on  yoi 
good  opinion  of  me$  believing  that 
(hould  not  make  a  bad  ufe  of  the  powv 
willed  me:  neither  you  nor  1,  m 
dear,  although  you  now  aflume  the  a 
of  a  diviner,  [pardon  me]  could  hai 
believed  that  would  have  happenc 
which  has  happened,  as  to  my Jaiber 

f>art  particularly.  You  were  indeed  ja 
0U8  of  my  brother's  views  ^om/P  m 
or  rather  of  his  predominant  love  < 
bim/fif]  but  I  did  not  think  fo  hardi 
of  my  brother  and  fi(ter  as  you  ai wai 
did.  You  never  loved  them;  and  it 
will  has  eyes  ever  open  to  the  fi^^ili 
fide;  as  ^ood-will  or  love  is  blind  en 
to  real  imperfefbions.  I  will  brid 
recoil e£^  my  motives. 

I  found  jealoufies  and  uneafinefs  rifit 
in  every  breaft,  where  all  before  wi 
unity  and  love :  the  honoured  teftat 
was  refle£led  upon;  afecondchildboi 
was  attributed  to  him$  and  I  waa  cei 
fured,  as  having  taken  advantage  of  j 

*  AH  young  creatures,*    thought 

<  more  or  lefs,  covet  independenc 

*  but  thole  who  wiih  rooft  for  it,  a 

*  feldom  the  (itteft  to  be  trufted  eith 

*  with  the  government  of  themfelvc 

*  or  with  power  over  others.     Xhia 

*  certainly  a  very  high  and  unufumi  d 

*  vifc  to  fo  young  a  creature.       V 

*  (hould  not  aim  at  all  we  have  pow 
'  to  do.     To  take  all  that  good -natui 

*  or  indulgence,  or  good  opinion  coj 
'  fers,  (hews  a  want  of  moderation,  ai 

*  a  grafpingnefs  tliat  is  unworthy 

*  that  indulgence)  and  are  bad  indie 

*  tions  of  the  ufe  that  may  be  made 

*  the  power  bequeathed.  It  ia  tru4 
thought  I,  *  that  J  have  formed  agre 

<  able  fchemes  of  making  others 

*  happy  as  myfclf,  by  the  proper  di 

*  charge  of  the  fteward(hip  entrufted 

<  me.*  [AreuoteUlefatesfteuiMard/bi^ 
my  Jearf}  <  But  let  me  examine  lu 
*'  felf:  is  not  vanity,  or  fecret  iove 

*  prai(e,  a  principal  motive  with  n»e 

*  the  bottom  ?— Oufht  I  not  to  CuCjm 

*  mv  own  heart  ?  If  I  fct  up  for  m 

*  felf,  pu(Fed  up  with  everyone's  gr© 

*  opinion,  may  I  not  be  Uft  to  my  ^ 
(  .^very  one's  eyes  are  upon  the  co 
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'  '  doft,  vpNi  tile  Tifitft»  upon  the  'vifi* 

*  ttn,  ofa  yoang  creature  of  our  fex, 

*  made  independent:  and  are  not  fuch 
'  lufc^eftcd,  more  than  any  others,  to 
'  fbeaftempts  of  enterpriiers  and  for- 

*  toncfeekcra?— And  then,  left  to  my- 

*  (eif,  frould   I  take  a  wrong  ftep, 

*  though  with  ever  fe  good  an  intention, 

*  kow  many  (bould  I  have  to  triumph 

*  oier  me,  how  few  to  pity  nic !— Tlie 

*  BMreof  the  one,  and  the  fewer  of  the 

*  other,  for  having  aimed  at  excelling/ 
Tbcfe  were  fome  of  my  reflexions  at 

the  lime:  and  I  have  no  donbt,  but  that 
in  the  fame  fituation  I  Aiould  do  the 
very  f^me   thing;  and  that  upon  the 

;  Qsciireft  deliberation.  Who  can  com- 
Bsnd  or  forcfee  events?  To  aX  up  to 
Mr  heft  judgments  at  the  time,  is  all 
we  can  do.     i£  I  have  erred,  it  is  to 

I  worldly  wifdom  only  that  I  have  erred. 
If  we  fuffer  by  an  a£t  of  duty,  or  even 
by  an  a€k  of  generofity,  is  it  not  plca- 
fanhlt  oa  refle£kion,  that  the  fault  is 
IB  others,  rather  than  in  ourfelves  ?— 
I  lad  much  rather  have  reafon  to  think 
oihers  unkind,  than  that  they  ihould 
hweany  to  think  me  nndntiful. 
And  fo,  my  dear,  I  am  fure  had  you. 
And  now  for  the  mofl  concerning 
part  of  your  letter. 

Von  think  1  muft  of  neceflity,  as 
onners  ane  circumftanced,  be  Solmes^s 
wife.  I  will  not  be  very  ra(h»  my  dear^ 
in  protefting  to  the  contrary:  but  I 
^nk  it  rjever  can,  and,  what  is  frill 
■Mire,  never  engbi  to  be !-— My  temper, 
1  know,  is  depended  upon.  But  I 
have  heretofore  faid  *,  that  I  have  fome- 
thing  ia  me  of  my  father's  family,  as 
well  as  of  my  mother*s.  And  have  I 
sBj  eocoarag^nDent  to  follow  too  im- 
plicitly the  example  which  my  mother 
fas  of  oiceknefs,  and  refignednefs  to 
ibc  wills  of  others  f  is  flie  not  for  ever 
obliged  (as  fhe  was  pleaicd  to  hint  to 
me)  to  be  of  tht  forbearing  fide  ?  In 
By  nother^s  cafe,  your  obfervatioft  I 

>  mA  own  is  verifiM,  that  thofe  who 
will  bear  much,  (hall  have  much  to. 
hearf  •     What  is  it,  as  ihe  iays,  that 

I  fk  has  not  iacrificed  to  peace  ? — ^Yet, 
haiyftr  by^  her  facrilices  always  found 
the  peace  flie  has  deierved  to  nnd  ?  In- 
dacdao!— -I  am  afraid  the  very  contra- 
ry. And  often  ai^d  often  have  I  had 
Tu^  (on  her  account)  to  refleA,  that 
we  poor  mortals,  by<Mir  0v/r-(blicitude 

!    fipfcfiarve  aadiftarbed  the  qualities  we 


€i 


are  conftitutionaUy  fond  «f,  frequently 
lofe  the  benefits  we  propofetoourfelvet 
from  them:  Ance  the  (fefigning and  en* 
eroaching((indingout  what  we  moft  fear 
to  forfeit)  dire^^  their  batteries  againft 
thcfe  our  weaker  places,  and,  makinr 
an  artillery  (if  I  may  (o  phrafe  it)  of 
our  boftes  tndfeart^  play  it  upon  tis  at 
their  plea  Aire. 

Steadinefs  QJ  mtnd^  (a  quality  which 
the  ill-bred  and  cenforious  deny  to  any 
of  our  fex)  when  we  are  ah (u lately  con* 
vinced  of  being  in  the  right,  [other* 
wife  it  is  not  JteaJwrfs,  but  objiinacy\  i 
and  when  it  is  exerted  in  matiriaic^dsg 
is  a  quality,  which,  ms  my  good  Dr. 
Lewen  was  wont  to  (h^,  brmgs  gi'eat 
credit  to  the  poiTeflfor  ol  \t;  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  ui'ually,  when  tried  and 
bnoivfif  rsiifcsfucb  above  the  attrmpts 
of  the  meanly  mach.nating.  He  uled 
therefore  to  inculcate  upon  me  this 
fteadinefs,  upon  laudable  convi^ions. 
And  why  may  I  not  think  that  I  am 
liow  put  upon  a  proper  exercife  of  it  ^ 

J  faid  above,  that  I  never  can  be, 
that  I  never  ought  to  he,  Mrs.  Solmet. 
—I  repeat  that  I  oufrht  not:  for  furcly, 
my  dear,  I  Aiould  not  give  up  to  my 
brother's  ambition  the happinel's  of  my 
future  life.  Surely  I  ought  not  to  be  the  ; 
inftniment  of  depriving  Mr.  Solmes'a 
relations  of  their  natural  rights  and  re-> 
verfionary  profpe£ts,  for  the  fakeof  for« 
ther  aggrandixine  a  family  (althougli 
tbat  I  am  of)  which  already  lives  ia 
great  affluence  and  fplendorj  and  which 
might  be  as  juftly  diflatisfied,  were  all 
that  fome  of  it  aim  at,  to  be  obtained^ 
that  they  were  not  princes,  as  now  they 
are,  that  they  ai-e  not  peers .  [  For  whea 
ever  was  an  ambitious  mind,  as  you 
obferye  in  Che  cafe  of  avarice},  fatts- 
fied  by  acquifition  ?]  The  lefs,  furely, 
ought  I  to  give  into  thefe  grafping  views 
of  my  brother,  as  I  myfelf  heartily  de* 
fpife  the  end  aimed  at;  as  I  with  not 
e^her  to  change  my  ft  ate,  or  better  nmr 
fortunes;  anaas  I  am  fully  perfaaded^ 
tbat  happtnefsand  riches  are /aci9  things^ 
and  very  feldom  meet  together. 

Yet, I  dread,  I  exceedingly  dread, 
the  conflifts  I  know  I  muft  encoanter 
with.  It  is  poflible,  that  I  may  be 
more  unhappy  from  the  dueobfervation 
of  the  good  doer's  general  precept, 
than  were  I  to  yield  the  point;  finoe 
what  I  co^Xfiiodinefs  is  deemed  ftub* 
borqnefs,  obftinacy,  prepo£kflioa,  by 


•  Sec  Letter  nc;p.  aS*       f  Uncr  V,  p*  19.        %  See  Letter  X.  p.  30. 
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tbofe  who  have  a  right  to  pat  what  in- 
terpretation they  pUafe  upon  my  con* 
dua. 

Soy  my  dear,  were  we  perfefk  (which 
no  one  can  be)  we  could  not  be  happy 
in  this  life,  unlefs  thofewith  whom  we 
liaTeto<ieal  (thofe  more  efpecialiy  who 
have  any  controul  ufxm  ut)  were  go- 
Temed  by  the  fame  onnciples.  But  then 
^oes  not  the  good  do£lor's  condufioa 
recur-^That  we  have  nothing  to  do, 
but  tochufe  what  is  right;  to  be  fteady 
in  the  purfuit  of  it;  and  to  leave  the 
iffue  to  Providence  ? 

This,  if  you  apnroTe  of  my  mo- 
tives, (and  if  you  don't,  pray  inform 
me)  muft  be  my  aim  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

But  what  th(Bn  can  I  plead  for  a  pal- 
liation to  nyfelfo^  my  mother's  funer- 
ings  on  mjf  account  ?  reihaps  this  con- 
^deration  will  carry  ibme  force  with  it 
»*that  iftrr  difficulties  cannot  laft  long; 
only  till  this  mat  ftnigglc  fhall  be  one 
way  or  other  determined^-Whereas  my 
onhappinefs,  if  I  comply,  will  (from 
an  averiion  not  to  be  overcome)  be  for 
life.  To  which  let  me  add,  that  as  I 
have  reaibn  to  think  that  the  prefent 
meafui-es  are  not  entered  upon  with  her 
own  natural  liking,  ihe  will  have  the 
lefs  pain,  fliould  they  want  the  fucccfs 
which  I  think  in  my  heart  they  ought 
to  want. 

I  have  run  a  great  length  in  a  very 
little  time.  The  fubjeCt  touched  me  to 
the  quick.  My  reflexions  upon  it  will 
give  yon  reafon  to  expeA  from  mie  n 
perhaps  too  fteady  a  behaviour  in  a  new 
conference,  which,  I  find,  I  muft  have 
with  my  mother.  My  father  and  bro* 
ther,  as  (he  was  pleafedto  tell  me,  dine 
at  my  uncle  Antony's;  and  that,  as  I 
have  reafon  to  believe,  oa  purpofe  to 
give  an  opportunity  for  it. 

Hannah  informs  me,  that  flie  heard 
my  fither  high  and  aany  with  my  mo- 
ther, at  taking  leave  of  her:  I  fuppofe, 
ior  being  too  favourable  to  me;  for 
llamiah  heard  her  fay,  as  to  tears,^  *  In- 

•  deod,  Mr.  Harlowc,  you  ffreatly  dif- 
^  trefs  melvN^Thc  poor  gin  ifoet  not 

*  deferve— *  Hannah  heard  no  more, 
but  that  he  faid,  he  would  break  ibme- 
bodv'sheart— •Minelfuppoft**not  my 
piother^s,  I  hope. 

'  As  only  my  fifter  dines  with  my  mo- 
ther, I  thought  I  fliould  have  bcm 
commanded  down:  but  Ihs  ftnt  mc  up 
a  plate  from  her  table.  I  continued  any 
wi'iting.    I  could  not  touch  a  morfeU 


I  ordered  Hannah  hovrever  to  est  if| 

that  I  might  not  be  thought  Allien. 

Before  I  conclude  this,  I  will  fei 
whether  any-thinff  offers  from'  either  of 
my  private  coireipondences,  that  will 
make  it  proper  to  add  to  it;  and  will  take 
a  turn  in  the  wood- yard  and  garden  fof 
that  purpofe. 

I  AM  ftopped.  Hannah  (hall  depofit 
this.  She  was  ordered  by  my  naotber 
(who  a(ked  where  I  was)  to  tell  me, 
that  (he  would  come  up  and  talk  with 
me  in  my  own  clofet.— She  is  coming! 
Adieu,  my  dear. 


L£TTER   XX. 

lUSS  CLARISSA  H  ARLOW£,  TO  if  Iflt 
UOWK. 

SAT.  AFTKRItOOir* 

THE  expelled  conference  is  overs 
but  my  difficulties  are  increaled. 
This,  as  my  mother  was  plea&d  to  tell 
me,  being  the  W^ftrfuafwy  effort  that 
is  to  be  attempted,  I  will  be  aa  parti- 
cular in  the  account  of  it  as  my  head 
and  mv  heart  will  allow  me  to  bie. 

<  I  nave  made,'  faid  (he,  as  (he  en. 
tered  my  room,  <  ^jbort  as  well  a/^e^irfm 

*  dinner,  on  purpofe  to  confer  with 

*  you:  and  I  do  affure  you,  that  it  will 

*  be  the  litt  conference  I  (hall  either  be 

*  permitted  or  inclined  to  hold  with  yarn 

*  on  the  fubjeA,  if  you  ihould  prare 

*  as  itfraAory  as  it  is  tmagioed  you 

*  will  prove  by  fome,  who  are  of  Mf. 

<  nion,  that  I  have  not  the  weiffht  witli 

*  you  which  my  indulgence  delerirea. 

*  But  I  hope  you  will  convince  aa  well 

*  them  as  me  of  the  contiary. 

*  Your  father  both  dines  and  fopa  at 

*  your  uncle's,  on  purpofe  to  give  u« 
«  this  opportunity;  and  accordiagr  tQ 

<  the  report  I  ftiall  make  on  his  rctima, 

<  (which  I  have  promifed  ihall  be  a  very 

*  feithful  one)  he  will  take  his  mc^ 

*  furea  with  you.* 

I  was  oiferinff  to  fpeak— >*  Hear»  Cla. 

*  rifla,  what  I  have  to  tell  yoo»*  ftid 
ihe,  *  before  you  fpeak,  unlefa  what 

*  you  have  to  (ay  will  fignifv  to  mc 

*  your  compliance— ^ay*-4P«^u?«4U 

*  It  wilif  vou  may  fp«ak.' 
I  was  filent* 

She  looked  with  coooeni  and  ai^vi 
upon  mc^<  Ho  ctf»pliaace»  I  fiadt«*i 

<  Such  a  dutiful  young CKCiturthitlwT- 

•  tal 
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'  Wf  — Wtll  ymi  not,  emi  yott  not,  (pnk 

*  as  I  would  have  you  ff^k  ?-«Th«si,* 
[lYJe^ng  me  at  it  were  with  her  hand] 

*  continue  filent. — f,   no  more  than 

*  yoor  father y  will  bear  your  ofvmued 
'  contradlAioD.'* 

She  pAttfeil,  with  a  look  of  expefta- 
tiea,  as  if  (he  waited  for  my  conienting 
asrwcr. 

I  was  ftill  Itlentj  looking  down;  the 
tnrt  in  my  eyes. 

*  O  thou  determined  girl!— But  fay— 

*  8pcak  out— Are  you  lefolved  to  Aand 

*  in  oppofitioo  to  us  ali^  in  a  point  our 

*  hearts  are  let  upon  V 

'  May  I,  Madam,  be  permitted  to 

*  ezpoftukte?* 

*  To  what  purpofe  expothilate  with 

*  WK^  Clarifia  ?  Ya^r  father  is  deter- 

*  mindd.  Hflve  I  not  told  you  there 
'  is  no  recedingi  that  the  honour  at 
'  wdl  at  the  intercft  of  the  family  is 

*  coueenied  ?  Be  ingenuous;  you  ufed 
"  to  be  (b,  even  oecafionaily  again  ft 

■  yonrfelf: — who  at  the  long-run  mufi 
'  fiibniit — «if  of  us  to^«)  or^s«  ^*  ail 

*  of  us  f—>lf  you  intend  m  yield  at//7/f 

*  if  yiou  find  you  cannot  conquer,  yield 
'  m»-w,  and  with  a  gi ace— for  yield  you 

*  moft,  er  be  none  of  our  child/ 

I  west.  I  knew  not  what  to  fay;  or 
father  how  to  exprefs  what  I  hftd  to 

*  Take  notice,  that  there  are  flaws 

*  in  your  frraf)dfather*s  will  i   not  a 
f  *  Ihillingof  ihat  eftate  will-  be  yours, 

■  if  you  ^  not  yield.  Your  grand- 
'  father  life  it  to  you,  at  a  reward  of 

*  your  duty  to  him  and  to  a^^You  will 
*i*5Wr  f«Jrfeit  it,  if—' 

'  ramit  me,  good  Madam,  to  (ay, 
^  that  if  it  wee^wi^ufify  bequeathed  me, 

*  I  ought  not  to  wiOi  to  have  it.     But  I 

*  hope  Mr.  Solmes  wlU  be  apprized  of 

*  titfCe  flawa.' 

*  This  is  very  pertlv  faid,  Clarifla : 

*  hut  refle£i,  that  the  torfeiture  of  that 

*  dbte  tbrotigfa  jcfat  oppofitien,  will 

*  he  attended  with  the  total  Ip  A  of  vour 

*  Etther's  favovr:  and  then  how  diefti- 

*  taiamuft  you  be}  how  u<nahle  to  Aip- 

*  port  foorfelf;  snd  how  many  bene- 

*  folcat  defigna  and  guoda^bona  muft 

*  fougfve  up!' 

'  i  moSL  accomiDodate  myfelf.  Ma* 

*  daA,  in  tlie  latter  cafe,  to  my  cir« 

*  eamllaDces:  miuh  only  it  rehired 

*  whtre  nuich  is  gfvnv.    It  becomes  me 

*  to  be  thankful  for  what  I  have  had. 

*  J  lutre  n8i9A  «»  bk(s  jro«,  Madaor, 


*  and  my  godd  Mrt.  Norton,  for  bringi 

*  ing  me  up  to  be  farisfied  with  littlei 

*  but  much  Icfs,  I  will  venture  to  fayi 

*  than  myfather*s  indulgence  annually 
■  confers  upon  me.'— And  then  1 
thought  of  the  old  Roman  and  his  Len- 
tik. 

*  What  perveH^nefs  I'  faid  my  mo- 
ther.—* But  if  you  depend  upon  thd 
'  favour  ofeither  or  both  of  your  uncle«i 

<  vain  will  be  that  dependence:  tfrf 

*  will  give  you  up,  I  do  3fl\tre  you,  if 

*  your  father  does,  and  abfolutely  re- 

*  Bounce  you.' 

*  I  am  forry,  Madam,  thnt  I  hare 

*  had  lb  little  merit  as  to  h  «ve  made  no 

<  deeper  impreffions  of  favour  for  mu 

*  in  their  heartst  hnt  I  will  love  and 

*  honour  them  as  long;  as  Hive.' 

*  Ail  this,  Clariffa,  makes  your  pre- 
'  pofle(fion  in  a  certain  man's  fsvour 

*  the  moreevideut.  Indeed  yourhro- 
'  ther  and  lillcr cannot  go  any-whither, 

*  hut  fhey  hear  of  thefe  prepofTeffions.* 

*  It  is  a  great  rricf  to  me,  Madam, 

*  to  be  made  ihe  fubjcft  of  the  publtck 

*  talks  hut  I  hope  yon  will  have  th^ 

*  goodncfs  to  cxcufe  me  for  obfcrving, 

*  that  the  authors  of  my  dif^race  with- 

*  in  doors>   the  talkers  of  my   pre- 

*  pc  (Teflion  without,  and  the  reporter! 

*  of  it  from  abroad,  are  originally  the 

*  fame  perfons.' 

She  leverelychfd  me  for  thi*?. 
I  received  her  lebukes  in  filcnce. 

*  Youarefullen,  ClarifHi:  I  fee  you 

*  areyW/>».'— iAnd  (he  walked  about 
the  room  in  angcr.~  Then  turning  to 
me—*  Yotf  can  hear  the  imputation  of 

*  fulleone(a,  Ileet— You  havenocon- 
'  cem  to  clear  yourfelf  of  it.     I  wat 

*  afraid  of  telling  yon  all  I  #at  en- 

*  joined  to  tell  you,  in  cafe  you  were 

*  to  be  unpersuadable;  but  I  find  that 

>  I  had  a  greater  opinion  of  your  deli-    . 
«  cacy,    of  yonr  gentlcnefs,   than  I 
«  needed  to  havo— It  cannot  difcom- 

*  pofe  fofteady,  fo  inflexible  a  young 

<  creature,  to  be  told,  at  I  now  tell 

<  you,  that  the  fettiemcnts  are  a^^ually 

<  drawn;  and  that  you  will  be  called 

*  down  in  a  very  few  days  to  hear  th^m- 

<  read,  and  to  ngn  them:  for  it  is  im- 
«  poflible,  if.  your  heart  be  free,  that 
«  you   can  make  the  leaft  obyeAion 

<  to  them;  except  it  will  be  an  ob- 
'<  jedton  with  you,  that  they  are  (b 

'  much  in  your  favour,  and  in  the  fa- 
'  vourof  all  our  family.* 

I  wv  ipeechlefs,  abfolutely  fpeech- 
I  Iti'a 
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Ufs.    Attho<i|rirmy  hnrtwu  reader  tot 
bur^,  yet  could  I  neither  weep  nor 

<  X  am  fonff'*  ftid  (he,  <  for  your 
'  averfeneft  to  this  match  ;*  [match 
flie  wa$  picafcd  to  call  itt]  *  but  therft  is 
'  nohdp.  TbehoDoiirandintereftof 
^  the  famil  Y|  as  your  aunt  has  totd  you, 

*  and  as  I  have  told  you,  arecoucern- 

*  ed}  and  you  muft  comply.' 
Iwasftiiirpcechiers. 

She  folded  the  'warm/fatw^  as  flie 
Was  pkafed  to  call  me,  ia  her  amis| 
and  entreated  me,  for  Heaven's  fake^ 
and  Cor  her  fake^  to  comply. 

Speech  and  tears  were  lent  me  at  tht 
fame  time.«->'  You  have  given  me  lifc| 
^  Madam«*faidl,  clafpingmy  uplifted 
l^ands  together,  and  falling  on  one  kneej 

<  a  happy  one,  till  now,  has  jwitr  good  - 
4  nefsi  and  my  fapd'St  made  itt  O  d» 

*  not,  do  noty  make  «U  the  remainder 

*  of  itmiferablel' 

<  Your  father/  replied  fiie,  *  is  re- 

*  ibWed  nottofee  vott>  till  he  fees  you 

*  as  obedient  a  child  as  you  ufed  to  be. 

*  You  have  never  been  put  to  a  ted  till 
«  now,  that  deferved  tobe  called  a  teft. 
^  This  Uy  this  mttji  be,  my  laft  effort 

*  with  you.    Give  roe  hope,  my  dear 

<  child  t  my  peace  is  concerned  { I  will 
^  compound  with  you  but  for  hope* 

*  And  vet  ^our  father  will  not  be  ia- 
"  tisfiea  without  an  hnplicit,  and  even 

<  a  chearful  obedience— <jive  me  bift 

<  hope,  my  child  P 

'  To  give  yott  hope,  my  deareft,  my 

*  moft  indolgent  ni»amma|  is  to  give 

*  you  every- thing^r  Can  I  be  honed, 
^  if  1  give  a  hoj^  diat  1  canaot  con- 

*  film?' 

She  was  very  astgry.  ^he  again 
called  me  |)erverf<i»  flie  upbraided  me 
with  regarding  onr^  my  own  prepoflef* 
fions,  and  refpefling  not  eitho'  her 
fMceof.mind,  or  my  own  duty.-—*  It 
'  is  a  grating  tbinil,'  £ud  ihe,  *  for 
'  the  parents  of  a  child,  wh6  delighted 

*  in  her  in  all  the  time  of  her  hewefs 
e  infancy,  and  fknmgjbomt  every  iage 

*  of  her  chiklhoods  and  in  everv  part 

*  of  her  education  to  womanhooa^  be« 

*  cauib  of  the  promiles  &e  gave  of 

<  provittc  the  men  giatcfiil  and  dutiful 
«  of  cbiwren;  to  Ind,  luft  v^eA  the 
^  timearrived  which  iiouM  crown  their 
^  wiihes»  that  ehild  ftand  in  the  ^M»y  of 

*  her  own  happineis,  and  &tr  parente 

*  comfort^  and,  wftifing  an  exciellent 

*  offer,  and  iioUc  fetikmcatr^  girof»< 


*  (picions  to  her  anxioue  A*ielkdv,  thft 
"  die  would  become  the  property  of  a 

<  vile  rake  and  libertinci  who  ^be  the 

*  oceafion  what  it  will)  defies  her  fa- 
'  mily,  and  has  actually  emfarued  hie 

*  bands  in  her  brother's  blood. 

<  I  have  had  a  very  hard  time  of  it,* 
faid  ftic,  *  between  your  father  mnd 
'  you;  for,  feeing  your  diflike,  I  have 

*  more  than  once  pleaded  for  vou:  but 

<  all  to  no  purpoie.     I  am  only  treated 

*  as  a  too  fond  mother,  who,  from  mo- 

*  tives  of  a  b)ameable  indulgence,  en^ 
'  courage  a  child  to  ftand  in  oppofition 

*  to  a  father's  will.     I  am  charged 

*  with  dividing  the  family  into   two 

*  parts)  I  and  my  youngeft  daughter 

*  Handing  againft  my  huftand,  bis  two 

<  brothers,  my  fon,  my  eldeft  daugl^- 

<  ter,  and  my  fifter  Hervey.    I  have 

<  been  told,  that  I  mud  be  convinced  of 

*  the  fimtfs  as  well  as  advantage  to  the 

*  whole  (your  brother  and  Mr.  Love- 

*  lace  out  of  the  queftion)  of  carrying 
'*  the  contraft  with  Mr.  Solmes,  oa 

*  which  fo  mattj^  contra&s  depend,  in^ 

*  to  execution, 

*  Your  father's  beai-t,  I  tell  you  once 
'  more,  is  in  it  1  be  has  declared,  that 

*  he  had  rather  have  no  daughter  in 

<  you,  than  one  he  cannot  difpofe  of  for 

*  your  own  good;  eipecially  as  you 
«  nave  owned,  that  jour  be^rf  i$fr€t% 

<  and  as  the  general  good  of  bis  whole 

*  family  is  to  be  promoted  by  your 

*  obedience.    He  has  pleaded,  poor   • 
'  manS  that  his  frequent  gouty  pa- 

*  roxyfms  (every  fit  more  threatemng^ 

*  than  the  former)  give  him  no  eKtra^ 

*  ordinary  profpe&s,  either  of  workll/ 

<  h'appinefs,  or  of  long  dayst  and  he 

*  hopes,  ^t  you,  who  have  been  fiip^ 

*  nofed  Ho  have  contributed  to  U)9 

*  leiigtbetting  of  your  grtmdfaibtr^t 

*  life,  will  not,  by  your  difobediesGC/ 

*  fliorten  yout  [^klifrV.* 

This  vrat  a  moft  affeAing  plea,  my 
dear.  I  wept  in  filence  ^ou  it.  I 
couldnotfpeaktoit.  And  my  motber 
proceeded.    *  What  therefore  cai^  be 

*  til  motives.  Clary  Harlo^«e,  in  the 

*  eameftdeiire  he  tkas  to  fee  thie  treaty 

*  perfeAed,  but  the  v^lfare  and  m/^^ 

*  grandifzement  of  his  faoMly^  whscb 

*  already  having  fortttnes  to  become  tfaa 
•^  bighett  condition,  cannot  but  Vpife 

*  to   greater   diftin^^iootf    Howtvep 

*  flight  fttch  views  as  thefb  may  appear 
<«  to  you.  Clary,  you  kdow,  that  xhtf 

)  mat t Ai^i  eMttfr  any  odier^  ^ 
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'  family:  and  your  father  will  be  ht« 
'  own  jttdgeof  what  is  and  what  is  not 
'  ykelv  to  proiiMyte  the  good  of  his 
'  chilaoeo.  VoiirabftraAednefs,childy 
■  {afeSa^mi  of  abftradednefs  fome 
'  cmU  it}  favours,  let  me  tell  you,  of 
'  greater  particolaritv,  than  what  we 
'  aim  to  carry.  Modeily  and  humility 
'  therefore  will  oblige  you  rather  to 
'  ffiilhixft  yourfelf  ot  ^mf/i«r/ff,  than 

*  caSaxt  views  which  al  I  the  woind  pur  • 
'  foes,  as  apportunity  olfers/ 

I  wasftili  utent;  and  (he  proceeded— 
'  Itis  owing  tothegood  opinion,  Cla- 
'  Tfy  which  your  nther  nas  of  you, 
'  and  of  your  prudence,  duty,  and 
'  gratitude,  that  he  engaged  for  your 

*  compliancey  in  your  abfence;  (before 

*  you  returned  from  Mifs  Howe)  and 

*  thn  he  built  and  finiflied  contracts 
'  upon  it,  which  cannot  be  made  void, 
'  or  cancelled/ 

«  But  why,  then/  thought  I,  «  did 
^  thty  Tccetve  nae,  on  my  return  from 
'  Mifs  Howe,  with  fo  much  intimi- 
'  dating  iblemnity?'— 1*0  be  fare,  my 
dear,  thti  aipnnent,  as  well  ss  the 
ret,  was  obtruded  upon  my  mother. 

She  went  on,  <  Your  father  has  de- 

*  cbfed,  that  your  onexpefted  oppoA- 
'  tion,"  {UnexpeSteA  (he  was  pleafed  to 
caU  it]  *  and  Mr.  Lovelace*6  continued 

*  menaces  and  tnfuUsi  more  and  more 
'  eofivince  him,  that  a  Ihort  dav  is  ne- 
'  cefiary  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  all 
'  that  man*t  hopes,  and  to  his  own  ap. 
'  prehenfionsreifiitinjp;  from  the  difobe- 

*  dience  of  a  child  lo  favoured.  He 
'  has  therefore  aftually  ordered  pat: 

*  terns  of  the  richeft  filks  to  be  fent  for 

*  £nom  London.' 
I  ftarted— <I  was  out  of  breath— I 

gs^ed,  at  tlus  frightful  precipitance— I 
was  going  to  open  with  warmth  againft 
IL  Iknewif^iiofetiie34^j^exp^isnt 
mai  be:  fensale  miiids,  I  once  heard 
my  brother  lav,  that  could  but  be 
bfOQgfat  to  bmUMC9  on  the  change  of  ' 
their  ftate,  might  eafilv  be  determined 
\-  "he  ijlare  and  iplen<mr  of  the  nup- 
ti  irepnrations,  and  the  pride  of  bc- 
t  iig  the  miftrefs  of  a  family.— But 
I  was  pleaied  to  hurry  on»  that  I 
a  \t  not  have  time  to  exprsfs  my  dif- 
g     i  at  fuch  a  eommunication— to  th  i  i 

fear  father  theitfore,  my  Clary, 
'       not,  either  for  your  fsOnt,  or  his 

*  .1,  labour  under  a  fofpenfe  fo  af- 
r      m%  to  his  repofs.    He  hat  cren 
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'  thourht  €t  to  acquaint  me,  on  n»y 

*  plea<nng  for  you,  that  it  becomes  me. 

<  as  I  value  my  own  peace/  (Honv  hmrjt 
H  fnth  a  'Ufi/e!}  *  and  as  I  widi,  that 

<  he  do  not  fufped  that  I  fecretly  fa- 

*  vour  the  addrefs  of  a  vile  rake,  ^a 

*  chara6^  which  all  the  in',  he  w 
'  plAfed  to  fay,  virtuous  and  vicious, 

*  are  but  too  fond  ofl )  to  exert  my  ao- 

*  thority  over  youi  and  that  this  I  may 
'  the  lefs  fcrupuloufly  do,  as  you  have 

*  owned/ JThc old  (bring! ]  *tbaty§ur 
■  heart  is  free* 

Unvforthy  refle6^ien  in  my  mother*s 
cafe,  furely,  this  of  our  frx's  vahting 
a  libertine)  (ince  Ihe  made  choice  of  my 
father  in  preference  to  fcveral  fuitors  of 
equal  fortune,  becaufe  they  were  of  in- 
ferfor  reputation  for  morals! 

*  Your  father/  added  (he,  '  at  his  go- 
'  Ttig  oat,  told  me  what  he  expe^ed 

*  from  me,  in  cafe  I  found  that  I  bad 

*  not  the  re<|ui(ite  influence  upon  voUm* 
'  It  was  this— That  I  (bould  dire^ly 

<  fcparate  myfelf  from  you,  and  leavr 

*  you  Hngly  to  take  the  confeqtience  of 

*  your  cfouble  difobcdience— I  there- 

*  fore  entreat  you,  my  dear  ClarifTa,* 
concluded  (he,  and  that  in  the  moftear- 
neft  and  condefcending  manner,  *  to 

*  (ignify  to  your  father,  on  his  return, 
'  your  ready  obedience;  and  this  as 

*  well  for  mv  fake  as  for  your  own.' 
Alfefted  by  my  mother's  goodnei^ 

to  me,  and  by  that  part  of  her  argu . 
mtnt  which  related  to  her  own  peace, 
and  to  the  fufpidons  they  had  of  her  fe- 
cretlv  inclining  to  prefer  die  man  fo 
hated  by  thetHf  to  the  man  To  muchmf 
averlion,  I  oould  not  but  wi(h  it  wens 
po(Bble  for  me  to  obey.  I  therefore 
paufed,  hefitated,  con(idersd,  and  was 
filent  for  (brae  time.  I  could  fee,  that 
my  mother  hoped  that  the  refolt  of  this 
hefitstion  would  be  favourable  to  her 
arguments.  But  then  recollefting, 
that  all  was  owing  to  the  inftigations  of 
a  brother  and  (ifter,  wholly  aSuated  by 
felfifh  and  envious  views;  that  I  had 
not  deferved  the  treatment  1  had  of  late 
met  with;  that  my  difgrace  was  already 
become  the  poblick  talk;  that  the  man 
was  Mr.  Solmes ;  and  that  my  averfion 
to  htm  was  too  generally  known,  to 
make  mv  compliance  either  creditable 
to  myfelf  or  to  them:  that  it  would 
give  my  brother  and  (iftcr  a  triumph 
over  me,  and  over  Mr.  Lovelace,  whicH 
they  weuld  not  fail  to  glory  in;  and 
i^hich,  although  it  concerned  me  but 
l»  Uttl« 
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littl«  to  regard  on  Ms  iccount,  yet 
might  be  attended  with  fatal  mirchicfs 
»— And  then  Mr.  Solmes  s  difagreeahk 
perfon;  his  ftill  more  difagietanle  man- 
»er«i  his  low  under^^nding — Under- 
Handing!  the  glory  of  a  man,  Co  little 
.  to  be  diijpenitd  with  in  tt^  head  «nd  di- 
redor  of  a  family,  in  order  to  prefcriw 
to  him  that  ref^e^l  which  a  good  wife 
(and  that  for  the  juftiftcation  of  her 
own  choice)  Hiould  pay  him  htrfeif, 
and  wifli  every -body  to  pay  him— And 
as  Mr.  Solmes's  ittfcrioriiy  in  this  ro- 
fpediable  faculty  of  the  human  mind 
rl  muft  be  allowed  to  fay  this  to  you, 
and  no  great  felfaflumption  neither] 
would  proclaim  to  all  future,  as  well 
as  to  all  prefent  obfervers,  what  muft 
have  been  my  mean  i inducement— All 
thefe  rcAeftions  crouding  upon  niyrc- 

?iembrancei  *  I  would,  Madam/  faid 
,  folding  my  hamis,  with  an  earned 
•nefs  in  which  my  whole  heart  was  en- 
gaged, *  bear  the  cruelleft  tortures,  bear 

*  lofs  of  linib,  and  even  of  life,  to  give 

<  you  peace.  But  this  man,  every  ano- 
«  menc  I  would,  at   your  command, 

*  thinkof  him  with  favour,  is  the  more 

*  my  averfion.  You  cannot,  indeed 
M  you  cannot,  think,  how  my  whole  foul 
f  refifts  him  !•— And  to  ta^lc  of  contra6b 

<  concluded  upon;  of  patterns}  of  a 

*  fliort  day!— Save  me,  fave  me,  O  my 

*  deatxft  mamma,  fave  your  child,  from 
f  this  heavy,  from  this  infupporubk 
«  evil!' 

Never  was  there  a  countenance  that 
cxpreffed  fo  fignilicanily,  as  my  mo- 
ther's did,  an  anguiih,  which  (he  ftrug- 
^d  to  hide,  under  kn  anger  Ihe  was 
compelled  to  affume— till  the  latter 
pvercoming  the  former,  (he  turned  from 
IDC  with  an  uplifted  eye^  and  ftamping 
— <  Strange  per^verft.tfsr  were  the  on- 
>y  words  1  heard  of  a  fen  ten  ce  that  (he 
angrily  prdiiounced}  and  was  going.  I 
then,  naif. frantickly  I  believe,  laid  hold 
of  her  gown—*  Have  patience  with  me, 
f  dcareit  M'^damP  faid  I.—*  Do  not 
<'you  rei»ounce  me  totally!— If  >o« 
'  muft  fcparate  yourielf  from  your 
'  child,  let  it  not  he  with  atfoiute  re* 

*  probation  on  your  oiwn  parti— My 
<  uncles  may  be  hard-hearted — my  fa- 
f  tbermay  be  immoveable— Ir  may  fuf- 

*  fer  from  my  brother^s  ambit. on,  and 

*  from  my  (ifter's  envy! — But  let  me 

*  not  lofe  my  mamma's  love;  at  leaft, 

*  her  pity.* 

She  turned  to  me  with  bcnigncr  ray« 


-*■«  You  have  my  U*ffi  f  You  han^rmY 
'  pity!  But,  O  my  deareft  girl— I  have 

*  not  yours.' 

<  Indeed,  imlecd,  Madam,  you  bav»e 

*  and  all  my  reverence,  all  my  g^ratt^ 

*  tude,   you  h^ve!— !iut   in  this   of9e 

*  point— CapAot  I  be  this  oiue  obliged? 

*  .^will   no  MXPtiiient  he  accepted  f 

*  Have  I  i.ot  made  a  very  fairf^ropofal 

*  as  to  Mr.  Lovelace?' 

*  I  wiib,  fur  both  our  fakes,  vy  d«ar 
<  unperfuadable  girl,  that  the  decifioa 
'  of  this  point  lay  with  me.    But  why « 

*  when  you  know  it  does  not,  ytiky 

*  Ihould  you  thus  perplex  and  ur^ 
'  me?— >To  renounce  Mr.  Lovelace  i^ 

*  now  but  i^tf^what  is  aimed  at.  Nor 
*■  will  any-body  elfe  believe  you  iit 

*  earncft    in    the  offer,    if  /  wouldw 

*  While  you  remain  (ingle,  Mr.  Love* 

*  lace  will  have  hopes—and  yoii,  im 
'  '  the  opinion  of  others,  inclinations.^- 

*  Permit  me,  deareft  Madam,  to  Qoy^ 

*  that  ^Mr  goodnefs  to  me,^iir  pa- 

*  tience,  your  peace,  weigh  more  witH 

*  me,  than  all  the  reft  put  together:  for 
f  although  I  am  to  be  treate«l  by  my 

*  brother,  and,  through  hisinftigationsby 
'  by  my  father,  as  slave  in  thispoint, 

*  and  not  as  a  daughter)  yet  mv  mind  is 

*  not  that  of  a  flave.     You  have  not 

*  brought  me  up  to  be  mean.* 

*  So,  Clary!  you  are  already  at  deH^ 

*  aocewith  your  father!   I  have  had 

*  too  much  caufe  before  to  a^rebend 

*  as  much— What  will  this  come  to  i 

*  — /,'  and  then  my  dear  naamma  f»gh» 
ed— <  /,  am  forced  to  put  up.  with  man  jr 

*  humours.* 

•That  you  are,  my  ever -honoured 

*  mamma,  is  my  ^rief.     And  can  itb€ 

*  thought,  that  this  very  confideratioa, 
'  and  the  apprehen(ion  of  what  may  iie« 
'  fult  from  a  much  av0fySrtiempere4 

*  man,  (a  man,  who  h.^i  not  half  the 

<  fenfe  of  my  father)  has  not  made  a^ 

<  imprciiion  upon  mc  fo  thedifadvaQs^ 

*  tage  of  the  married  life?  Yet  it  i% 

*  fomething  of  an  allevisktion,  if  one 

*  muft  bear  wtdu€  controol,  to  bear  it 

*  from  a  man  vf  fcnfe.     My  father,  I 

<  have  heard  you  fay,  Madam,  was  tf^ 
'  years  a  vciy  good-humoured  gentle- 
'  man— Unobje^^ible   to   perfon   a^ 

<  manners-rBut  the  man  prop9fed  I9 

*  me—" 

V  Forbear  relieving  upon  your  fa. 

*  ther:*  [Did  I,  my  dear,  in  what  I 
have  repeated,  and  I  thinly  they  are  the 
Yfry  vrords^  refle^l  vpoa  my  father?] 

•  it 


CLARISSA   HARLOWB, 


«7 


Uiswt  pofSble,  I  muft  fay  agun,  and 
igain,  were  all  men  equally  indiffc* 
rest  to  you,  that  you  muula  be  (hut 
ftardy  in  youi  will.  I  am  tiied  out 
vith  your  obftinacy— >The  moft  un- 
perfitadtahk  g'trl — You  forget,  that 
I  muft  feparate  mylelf  from  you,  if 
yen  will  not  comply.  You  do  not 
reocmber  that  jrour  father  will  take 
j«  up,  where  I  leave  you.  Once 
aiore,  bowrver,  I  will  put  it  to  you 
—Are  you  determined  lo  brave  your 
Other's  difpleafure?— Axe  you  de- 
ttrmioed  to  defy  your  unclet  i'—Do 
yoa  chule  to  break  with  us  all,  ra* 
ther  than  encourage  Mr.  Solmes  ?-^ 
lUthcr  than  give  one  hope?* 
'  Dscadful  alternative»But  it  not 
my  fincerhy,  it  not  the  integrity  of 
tay  heart,  concerned  in  my  anfwerl 
May  not  my.  everlafting  happineft  be 
theikrifice?  Will  not  the  leaft  (ha- 
dov  of  the  bopt  you  jjuft  now  de« 
nanded  from  me,  be  driven  into  ab* 
fiahiu  and  fudden  crriaintjf  U  it 
not  fought  to  enihaiC}  to  entan '  le  mt, 
ia  my  own  defixe  of  obeying,  if  I 
could  give  anfwei  t  that  might  be  con- 
tnicd  into  >jr/r^— Forgive  me.  Ma  - 
dam:  bear  with  your,  child't  bold 
ncit  in  fucb  a  caulc  at  /i^/— Settle- 
mcstt  drawn !— Fattcmt  fent  for!-* 
An  early  day!— -Dear,  dear  Madam, 
how  can  I  give  hope,  and  not  intend 
tobetbisman't?* 

'  A^  girl,  never  fay  jroor  hiari  is 
fret!  You  deceive  yourlclf  if  yoq 
think  it  it.* 

'  Thut  to  be  driven*  [^nd  I  wrung 
nyhandt  throuj^h  impatience]  '  by  the 
'  inftig^tions  ota  deugning,  an  ambi- 
tiost  brother,  and  by  a  After,  that—* 
'  How  often,  Clanr,  muft  I  forbid 
your  uniifterly  remB&ioot?-— Doet 
not  your  father,  do  not  your  unclet,. 
dpct  npt  eirerv  body,  patronise  Mr. 
Sq(cDct?  Ana  let  me  tell  you,  us- 
grateful  girl,  and  un moveable  atui|« 
satefol,  let  roe  reputtedly  tell  vou, 
diat  it  it  evident  to  mei  that  nothing. 
I  a  love  unworthy  of  your  pru- 
i  ce  can  make  a  creature  late  fo  du- 
t  1,  now  Co  fturdy.  You  maygueft' 
y  It  yoor  father *t  firft  queiiion  on 
1  eturn  will  be.  He  muft  know^ 
I  I  can  do  nothing  with  you.  t 
I  done  my  part.  Seek  Mf,  if 
J  mind  change  before  he  comet 
I       •  vou  iuve  yet  •  little  oprc 


<  time,  at  he  ftayt  fuppef  •  X  will  n» 
'  more  feek  >»,  nor  !•  you.*— Aa4 
away  flie  flung. 

What  could  I  do  but  weep> 

I  am  eattremely  affcAed  on  my  a»« 
ther't  fccou A«— more,  I  muft  needt  (ay» 
th^in  on  my  own.  And  indeed  all 
thingt  conudtredi  and  efDecitily,  chat 
the  meafure  flic  it  engaged  io,  it  (m  K 
d  ire  fay  it  it)  againli  her  own  judg* 
ment;  (he  dcfer*ves  more  compafljoa 
thanmyfelf. — ^£kcel lent  woman!  WhaC 
pity,  th^t  meeknefs  and  eoade^ocnilott 
fliould  not  be  attended  with  the  due  re- 
wards of  thofe  charming  ^raeetl-»YeV 
had  ibe  not  kt  violent  i'piriu  (at  I  havp 
elfewbere  obfrrvcd  with  no  i'mall  re- 
gret) find  their  power  ever  hoBi,  it 
could  not  have  been  thut. 

But  here,  run  away  with  by  my  pen, 
)  fuflFer  my  mother  to  be  angry  wiih  ma 
on  her  own  account.  She  hinted  to 
me,  indeed,  that  I  muft  ieek  ^,  if 
my  mind  changid^  which  it  a  condi- 
tjon  that  amountt  to  a  prohibittoo  of 
attending  her:  but,  at  ihe  left  me  m 
difplealure,  will  it  nor  have  a  very  ob- 
ftinat^ appearance^  and  look  likea  ktndr 
of  renunciation  of  her  mediation  in  my 
favotir,  if  I  go  not  down  before  my  fa- 
ther returnt,  to  fupplicate  her  pity,  aftil 
her  kind  report  to  him? 

I  will  attend  her.  I  had  rather  all 
the  world  Ihould  be  angry  with  me 
than  my  mamma) 

Mean  time,  to  clear  my  handtfrom* 
p^ipers  of  fuch  a  nature,  Hannah  fliall 
depoiit  thit.  If  two  or  three  lettert 
reach  you  together,  they  will  but  es- 
preft,  from  one  period  to  another,  the^ 
anxietiet  and  difiiculties^ which  the 
mind  of  your  unhappy  but  ever  afec- 
tionau  friend  labourt  under* 

Cl.  H, 


LETTER    XXL 

MISS  CLARIiSA  HARLOWC,  TO  MiSft 
HOWJt. 

tAT.  NI0«T« 

I  Have  been  down.     I  am  to  be  un- 
lucky in  aU  1  do,  I.  think,  be  my  in •  * 
tentiont  ever  fo  gooi.     I  have  made 
mettert  worfe  instead  of.  betten  at  I 
(hall  now  tell  you. 
I  found  my  mother  and  filler  to^*  - 

thcr 
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4her  in  my  iiftcr'i  ptrlovr.  Mv  mother, 

I  fear,  by  the  glow  in  her  fine  l^ce,  (and 
as  the  browner^  fuJlencr  giow  in  my 
lificr*8  confirmed)  had  been  expreiEng 
ktvklf  with  wmrmth,  agjainft  her  «»• 
k^ier  child:  perbApe  g>vinst  ^^^  ^^ 
accosnt  of  what  had  pMcd,  at  fliould 
c^ar  bcrftlf,  and  CMvince  Bella,  and 
through  bir^  my  brother  and  unclee. 
of  the  fiacert  pajnt  (he  had  taken  with 
int. 

X  entered  like  a  dejef^ed  ciiminat  $ 
and  befooght  the  favour  of  a  pt^vate 
aydieace.  My  mother^  return,  both 
Ipokf  and  words,  gave  bikt  too  much 
tealbn  for  my  above  fnrmisc. 

*  Yott  have,*    faid  flie,    [looking 

II  «•  with  a  fteratiefi  that  never  iita 
well  on  her  fveet  feataresl  *  rather  a 
*>  r€pti/lbig  tlKMi  a  conetding  countt* 
f  nance,  Clartflfa  Harlowei    if  I  am 

*  toiftaken,  tell  me  fo;  and  I  will  with- 

*  drfw  with  yot>  wherever  yoti  will.— 

*  Yet,  whether  k  of  not,  you  may  (ay 

*  what  you  have  to  fay  before  your 
•filler.' 

My  mother,  I  thought,  might  have 
wttkdnwn  with  me,  as  fttt  knowf  that 
I  have  not  a  friend  in  my  iifter. 

*  I  come  down,  Madam,'  faid  I,  <  tp 
<  beg  of  you  to  forgive  me  for  any  •thing 
f  you  may  have  taken  amiff  m  what 

*  nailed  above  refpefkin^  vour  honoured 
f  felf{  and  that  yon  will  be  pleafM  to 

*  ufe  your  endeavours  to  foftem  my  pa- 

*  pas dilpleafurc agaiaft qie  on  hit  re- 
«  turn.' 

Such  agSFRvating  looks;  fuch  liftbg 
op  of  kan£  and  eyet;  f^ch  a  furrowed 
Ibftheadt  ia  my  fifter! 

Mv  OMSther  was  aagry  enough  with« 
•ot  all  that  I  and  alked  me  to.  what  p^r- 
fo^  I  came  down,  if  I  were  ftill  ib'un- 
tni&able. 

'  &he  had  hardly  fpoken  the  words, 
when  Shorey  came  in  to  tell  her  that 
Mr.  Solroetwai  in  ^e  hall,  and  defired 
admittance. 

Ugly  creature!.  What,  attheclofeof 
diy,  quite  dark,  brought  him  hither?**- 
But,  on  fecond  thoughts,  I  believe  it 
was  contrived  that  he  ihould  be  here  at 
fppper,  to  know  the  refult  of  the  con- 
ference between  my  mother  and  me,  an^ 
that  my  father,  on  hit  return^  might 
iind  ut  together. 

I  was  hurrying  away,  but  my  mother 
commanded  me  (fince  I  hadcome  down 
ooly,  at  A^e  £ud,  to  mocl^  her)  not  ^to 


ftir;  and  at  the  fame  time  fee  if  TconM 
behave  fotoMr.  Solmes,  as  mig^ht  en- 
courage her  to  make  the  favourable  re^ 
port  to  mv  father  which  I  bad  bclbuglM 
ner  to  make. 

My  fifter  triumphed.  I  was  w^xed  t4 
be  fo  caught,  and  to  have  fuch  an  angry 
and  cutting  rebuke  given  me,  wrtth  an 
afpe^  more  like  the  taunting  Cifter  tfaan 
the  indulgent  mother,  if  I  may  preAioM 
to  iay  ib  s  for  ihe  herfelf  feenm  to  en- 
joy tne  furprtae  upon  me. 

The  man  ftalked  in.  Hit  ufual ^«al% 
it  by  pauies,  as  if  (from  the  fame  va* 
cutty  of  thought  which  made  Drydcn^a 
Clown  wkiftle)  he  was  telKng  hta  ft^a» 
and  iirft  paid  hit  dumfy  refpraa  to  my 
mother  j  then  to  my  fifter;  next  to  me^ 
at  if  I  were  already  hit  wife,  and  tliera« 
fore  to  be  lafi  in  hit  notieei  and  fitttne 
down  hj  me,  told  ut  in  general  wbn 
weather  it  w^s.  Very  pold  he  made  it^ 
but  I  was  warm  enough.  Then  ad^ 
dreilina  himfelf  to  me;  '  And  how  do 

*  you  nnd  it,  Mifi  V  was  his  oncftioii| 
and  would  have  taken  my  hand. 

I  withdrew  it,  I  believe,  with  diAlaia 
enough.  My  mother  frowned.  My  filk^ 
bit  her  lip. 

I  could  t|et  eootaia  myfelf:  I  waa 
never  fo  hold  in  my  life;  for  I  went  Ott 
«|[tth  my  plea,  as  if 'Mr.  Solmes  had  iio< 
been  there« 

My  mother  colourtd,  and  looked  at 
him;,  at  my  fifter,  and  at  me.  My  fifter*a 
evee  were  opener  and  bigger  thin  ever  f 
ULvr.  them  before. 

The  man  underftood  nde.  He  heoi- 
ased,  and  removed  frooi  qnc  chair  irn 
another. 

1  went  on,  fupplicattng  for  niy  mo* 
ther's  favourable  report:  '  Nothing  but 

*  inyincible  diflike,*  faid  I— ? 
<  What  would  the  ^rl  1^  at^*  in 


nspted  my  mother.    «  Whyt  Claiy!  la 
'  diis  a  Aib|ea^j[s  this!— It  thitl*^ 

<  Itthttatime— *  A^^da^^ain  (he  look- 
ed upop  ]M[r.  Solmet. 

I  am  forrjr,  on  refle^iQii,  that  I  pn^ 
my  mamma  into  fo  much  confufion*— T^ 
be  fure  it  was  very  faucy  in  me. 

<  I  beg;pardon,  Madam,*  faid T. « B«f 

*  n;iy  papa  will  foon  return.  And  lincc  I 

*  %m  not  permitted  to  withdraw,it  is  not 
'  neceflaiy,  I  humbly  prefume,  that  Mr. 

<  Solmet' s  prefence  mould  deprive  tot 

*  of  this  opportynity  to  implore  your 

*  favourable  report  {  and  at  the  fame 

*  time,  if  be  ftin  vilh  on  my  account,^ 

[lookine 
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(ktl^  m  him]  *  to  coavivce  him, 

*  dntit  cauidt  poffibly  be  to  iny  pur* 

*  pofe.* 

•  Ii  the  girl  mwdr  fiud  my  BwAeff 
uftfraptiBg  me. 

My  fifter»  wtth  tkt  affcAition  of  a 
iHta^coaiy  motbcf^'*  This  is— This 

fydke  die  word]  '  becanv  yoia  com- 
'  Miidcd  her  to  ftay/ 

I  oaIv  looked  at  her,  and  tiiniiiiff  to 
Bymttier,  *  Permit  me.  Madam/ teid 
I, '  to  repeat  roy  requeft.  I  have  no 
'  brother,  no  lifter! — if  I  loft  my  mam- 

*  Bi'tfrpour,  T  am  krft  for  erert* 

Mr.  Solmes  lemorcd  to  hit  fiift  (eat, 
ad  fdi  to  gnawing  the  head  of  hit 
katetj  a  carved  bead,  almoft  at  ugly  at 
hb  owa— E  did  not  think  the  man  wat 
fe/h||fiMf. 

My  £fter  rofe,  with  a  face  all  over 
fbtlet;  and  ftepptng  to  the  table, where 
^  afaa»  ftie  took  it  npi  and,  aldioiigb 
m.  Solnes  had  obferred  that  the  wea- 
Acrmtcold,  fanned  hcrftlf  fcry  vio- 

KBtlT. 

My  mothtr  came  to  me,  and  angrily 
tikiBg  oy  bandy  led  mt  out  of  that  par- 
bar  into  my  own;  which,  you  know, 
is  text  to  it.—*  It  not  thit  behaviour 
'  my  bold,  very  provoking,  chink  you, 

'  I  beg  your  pardon.  Madam,  if  it 
'  htt  that  appearance  to  you.  But,  in* 
'  deed,  my  dear  mamma,  there  fcem  to 

*  he  liiiares  laying  for  me.  Too  well 
'  I  know  mv  brotber't  drift.    With  a 

*  food  word  he  (halJ  have  my  conftnt 
'  lor  all  be  wiihet  to  worm  me  out  of— 
'  Ncitfaer  he,  nor  my  fifter,  (hall  need 

I   '  totakc  half  thit  ]»aint— ^ 
I      My  mother  wat  about  to  leave  me  in 
Ugbdiiplcaibre. 

IbeioDght  her  to  ftay:  '  One  favour, 
'  botonefavottr,  deareft  Madam,'  faid 
^ '  five  me  leave  to  beg  of  you—* 
'Wbatwould  the  girl  ?* 
'  1  fie  how  every-thing  it  working 

*  iboat^nevcr»nevcrcanthinkofMr. 
'  Sdmet.  My  papa  will  be  in  tumults 
'  «bm  ht  it  told  that  I  cannot.  They 
'  ^  iodge  of  the  tendamefi  of  your 
'  Wut  to  a  poor  cb^ld  who  fcemt  de- 
'  vptid  hj  every  •one  *lit,  from  the  wil- 

HofocA  yoift  have  already  ibewn  to 

'  benkea  to  my  praycrt.    There  will 

bttadetvourt  ofed  to  confine  me,  and 

*  ^  me  out  of  your  preftnce,  and 
' «« tf  the  pfcHrncc  of  every  one  wh» 


6f 

<  urodtolovame.*  tTbu^mdlmrltifi 
Honoi^  it  thrtattntdi'i    •  If  tbit  be  rt^ 

*  fe£led;  if  it  be  put  out  of  my  po(#er 
'  tQ  plead  mv  own  caufc,  andtoafpeal 

*  to  you,  and  to  my  uncle  Harlowe^  of 

*  whom  only  I  have  hopei  then  will 

*  every  ear  be  opened  agaiiUl  mc,  «n4 

*  every  tale  encouraged. — It  it,  tbore- 

*  fore,  my  humble  re<]ueft,Tbat,addeA 

*  to  the  diferaceful  prohibitiona  I  «ov 

*  Aiifer  under,  you  will  not,  if  youcmi 
'  help  it,  give  way  to  my  being  4* 


*  Your  liftening  Hannali  bat  gsaui 

*  yon  thit  intelligence,  aalbedoctjnaay 

<  My  Hannah,  Madam»  litmaot-* 

*  My  Uannab— ' 

*  No  more  in  Hannab^t  beba]f-« 
'  Hannah  it  known  to  make  mifcbirf  ■ 

*  Hannah  it  known— But  no  more  of 

*  that  bold  intermed(ilciw.li  n  Cme^ 

*  your  father  threatened  toconineyom 
'  to  your  chamber,  if  you  complied  not^ 

<  in  order  the  more  aabsedly  to  dcpriw 

*  youof  theoppoftuAityofcoivefpoiid. 

*  ing  with  thoie  who  harden  your  bart 

*  againft  hit  will.    He  bid  me  tell  you 

*  fo,  when  he  went  out,  if  I  found  you 
'  refra^ory.     Bur  I  wat  loth  to  deliver 

*  fo  harib  a  declaraiioai  beiag  fiill  i^ 

*  ho^  that  you  would  comt  dotw  to 

*  us  in  a  compliant  temper.     Haanab 

*  has  over -heard  this,  I  fappofe^  and  baa 
'  told  you  of  it;  at  alio,  that  he  declared 
'  he  would  break  your  heart,  rather 
'  than  you  fliould  break  hit.  And  I  now 

*  aflureyou,  that  you  will  be  confined* 
'  and  prohibited  making  teasing  ta^ 

*  pealt  to  any  of  at:  and  we  fbail  M 

<  who  it  to  fubmit,  you  to  ut,  or  evccy* 

*  body  toyou.* 

Again  I  offerad  to  clear  Hannah,  and 
to  lay  the  latter  part  of  the  intelli^mo 
to  my  fifter*t  echo,  Betty  Bamet,  wb* 
had  boafted  of  it  to  another  iervaat:  h«» 
I  wat  again  bid  to  be  filent  on  that  head* 
I  ihouTd  foon  find,  my  mother  waa 

Seafed  to  fay,  that  t/^r/'/  could  be  aa 
termined  at  /  wat  obttinate:  and,, 
once  for  all,  would  add,  that  fince  Aft 
faw  that  I  built  upon  her  indulgance, 
and  wat  indifferent  about  involving  bet 
in  contentions  with  my  father,  and  hia 
brothert,  and  with  her  other  children« 
At  would  now  aflure  ate,  that  flit  waa 
aa  much  determined  sgmnft  Mr.  Lov«« 
laca,  and/^r  Mr.Solmet  and  the  family- 
fchtmcit  ai  any*body^  and  would  co\ 

refuic 
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trfuCe  ti«r  conicnt  to  any  meafitres  tftat 
ftoitid  be  thought  neceflTary  to  reduce  t 
Subborn  child  to  her  doty. 

I  wa»  ready  to  fink.  She  wat  fo  good 
ss  to  lend  me  her  arm  to  fopport  me. 

•  «  And  this,*  faid  I,  « is  all  I  have  to 

•  bope  for  from  my  mamma?* 

*  It  is.  But,  Clary,  this  one  further 

•  opportunity  I  give  you— Go  in  again 
«  to  Mr.  Solmes,  and  behave  difcrcctly 

•  to  him;  and  let  your  father  find  you 

•  together,  upon  fi*i/i7 terms  at  leaft.* 

My  feet  moved  [of  tbemfeli/es,   1 
tbink]  farther  from  the  parlour  where 
be  was,  and  towards  the  ftairs;    and 
there  I  (lopped  and  paufed. 
■    «  If,'  proceeded  flie,  *  you  are  detcr- 

•  mined  to  ftand  in  defiance  of  us  all— 

•  then,  indeed,  may  you  go  up  to  your 
«  chamber,  (as  you  are  ready  todo)— 

•  And  God  help  you!* 

»  God  help  me,  indeed !  for  I  cannot 

•  give  hope  of  what  I  cannot  intend — 

•  But  let  me  have  your  prayers,  my  dear 

•  mamma  1—Thofe  fhall  have  mine, 

•  who  have  brought  me  into  all  this 

•  diftrefs/ 

I  was  moving  to  go  up— 

*  And  aw7/you  go  up,  Clary?' 

I  turned  my  face  to  her;  my  officious 
tears  would  needs  plead  for  me;  I 
could  not  iuft  then  fpeak;  and  ftood 
ftiU. 

«  Good  girl,  diftrefs  mt  not  thus  I 
«  Dear,  goSdgirl,  do  notthus  diftrcfs 

•  me!*  holding  out  her  hand;  butftand- 
ing  fttfl  likewife. 

«  What  ami  do.  Madam?— What 

•  canldoV 

*  Go  in  again,  my  child^-Go  in 
«  again,  my  dear  child!*  repeated  (he: 

•  and  let  your  fakhcr  find  j^ou  together. 

*  What,  Madam,  to  give  bimho^} 

•  To  give  hope  to  Mr.  Solmes  ?* 

'    *  Obftinate,  pervcrfe,  undntiful  Cla- 

•  riffa!*  with  arejcftinghand,  and  an- 
gry afpe^l;  *  then  take  your  own  way, 

•  and  go  upt— But  ftir  not  down  again, 

•  I  charge  you,  without  leave,  or  till 
«  your  father*s  plcafure  be  known  con- 
«  «erningyou.* 

-  She  flung  from  me  with  high  indig- 
jlation:  and  I  went  up  with  a  very  heavy 
beart  J  and  feet  as  flow  as  my  heart  was 
heavy. 

Mt  father  is  come  home,  and  my 
brother  with  him.  Late  as  it  is,  they 
trt  «)1  fhttt  up  together^    Hot  a  door 
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opens;  not  a  foul  ftirs.  HataniA,  a 
fbe  moves  up  and  down,  is  fhunned  at 
perfon  infe^ed. 

»    •  .  • 

Thb  angry  aflcmblyis  broken  tip 
My  two  uncles,  and  my  aunt  Hcrrc 
arefcnt  for,  it  Teems,  to  be  here  in  cb 
morning  to  breakfaft.  I  Aiall  then. 
fuppofe,  know  my  doom.  It  is  pal 
eleven,  and  I  am  ordered  not  to  go  t 
bed. 

TWELVE  o'cX-OCa 

This,  moment  the  keys  of  eveiy 
thing  are  taken  from  me.  It  was  pro 
pofed  to  fend  for  me  down:  buttny  fa 
ther  faid,  be  could  not  bear  to  looJ 
upon  me.-^Strange  alteration  in  a  fevi 
weeks  1—Shorev  was  the  mefiR^nger 
The  tears  ftood  in  her  eyes  when  flu 
delivered  ber  meflage. 

You,  my  dear,  arehappy— May  yoi 
always  be  fo-^And  then  I  can  nevei 
be  wholly  miferable.  Adieu,  my  be* 
loved  friend! 

Cl.  Ha&LOW£< 


LETTER    XXII. 

UISSCLARIS^SAHAKLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

SVVDAV  MOKNIKG,  MARCH  ^, 

HANNAH  has  juft  brought  nac, 
from  the  private  place  in  the  g^- 
den -wall,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Love* 
lace,  depofited  laft  nig^t,  figned  alfoby 
Lord  NI. 

He  tells  me  in  it.  That  Mr.  Solmet 
makes  it  h\fi  boaft,  that  he  is  to  be 
married  in  a  few  days  to  one  of  tbe 
tiyeft  women  in  England:  that  m^  bro- 
ther explains  his  meanings  this  fliy 
creature,  he  fays,  is  me;  and  he  aflurea 
every  one,  that  his  younger  fifter  is  very 
foon  to  be  Mr.  So1mes*s  wife.  He  tells 
me  of  the  patterns  befpoken  which  mf 
mother  mentioned  to  me. 

Not  one  thing  efcapes  him  that  is  done 
or  fai(j[  in  this  houfe. 

My  fifter,  he  fays,  reports  tho/kme 
things;  and  that  with  (uch  particular 
aggravations  of  infult  upon  ^/isr,  tbat 
he  cannot  but  be  extremely  piqued,  as 
well  at  the  manner,  as  from  the  occa- 
6on;  and  exprefii^s  bimfelf  with  great 
violence  upon  it. 

He  knows  not,  he  fays,  what  myre- 
htisixs  inducemeaU  can  be,  to  prefer 
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fcd  a  man  «•  S^lmet  to  him.  If  td- 
iMB|>eotit  iettlements  b«  the  motive, 
S«bKS  frail  not  offer  what  he  will  i-e. 
Ibfe  to  comply  with. 

Alto  hiseftate,  and  family;  thefirft 
cnnot  bt  excepted  againft:  and  for  the 
keaod,  he  will  not  difgracc  himfclf  by 
a  cooipariibn  fo  odious.  He  appeals 
Id  Lovd  M.  for  the  regularity  of  his 
life  and  manners  ever  fifice  be  has  made 
bis  addrefiea  to  me^  or  had  hope  of  m 

I  fupole,  he  would'  banre  kit  lord- 
lap's  iigntng  to  this  letter  to  be  taken 
as  a  foocber  for  him. 

He  defires  my  leave  (in  company 
nith  my  tordy  in  a  pacilick  manner)  to 
attend  my  father  and  unclety  in  order 
to  aiake-propofala  that  mn/  be  accept* 
ed,  if  they  will  but  fee  him,  and  hear 
wliat  they  are:  and  tells  me  that  he  will 
&bnit  to  any  meafares  that  I  ihall  pre* 
farihr,  in  ofder  to  bring  about  a  recon* 
dilation. 

Hf  pceibnea  to  be  very  carneft  with 
M,  to  give  him  a  private  meeting  ibme 
aigbt,  in  my  father's  garden,  attended 
by  whom  I  pleafe. 

Jleally,  my  dear,  were  you  to  fee  his 
kllnr,  you  would  think  I  had  a;iven 
laoi  great  encouragement,  and  that  I 
an  in  dirt€t  treaty  with  him  j  or  that 
he  is  fore  that  my  niendt  will  drive  me 
iato  a  foreigrn  protedion;  fbr  he  has 
te  boldnefs  to  otkr,  in  my  lord's  name, 
an  alylvm  to  me,  (hould  I  be  tyranni* 
cally  ticaied  in  Solmes's  behalf. 

I  foppoleit  is  the  way  of  this  fen  to 
cadeavoorto  entangle  the  though tleis 
of  nnra  by  bold  fuppofals  and  offers,  in 
llMes  that  we  Aall  be  too  complaifant  or 
kmri  to  qoarrel  with  them}  and,  if  not 
chrrirr^j  to  reckon  upon  our  illenee,  as 
iftau  irahntuilj  given,  or  cooceffiona 
ande  in  their  favour* 

Time  are  other  particulars  in  this 
Imu  which  I  ought  to  mention  to  yon: 
but  I  Will  take  an  opportunity  to  fend 
ym  iIm  letter  itfelf,  or  a  copy  of  it. 

For  my  own  part  I  am  verynneafy^ 
In  thkik  now  I  have  been  drawn  on  one 
and  drrotM  on  the  odier,  into  a 
'ine,  tnlbort,  into  a  mere  lover* 
W»  — iirfpondcnce»  uFhich  my  heart 


IliffcBfy  to  fee,  if  I  dd  not  break  it 

4(f  tfwt  Mr.  Lovidacc's  advaata^Si 

Irjrrilirn  of  niy  unhappy  fituation, 

«B  every  day  increafe,  and  I  (hall  be 

*  fMrr  nod  marc  catnoglcd*   Yet  if  I 
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^  put  an  end  to  it,  without  making 
it  a  condition  of  being  freed  from  Mr. 
Solmes*s  addrers«-^Mav  I,  my  dcar^  ia 
it  bifi  to  continue  it  a  little  longer,  in 
hopes  to  extricatemyfcif  oat  of  the  other 
difficulty,  by  givine  up  all  thoughts  of 
Mr.  JLovchce  ?-*lrZr^  advice  can  I 
•now  alk  but  yours  ? 

Al  1  my  ref ation s  art  met .  They  ai» 
at  breakfaft  together.  Mr.  Solmes-  is 
expelled.  I  am  exceflively  uneafy.  I 
mod  lay  down  my  pen. 

Thet  are  all  going  to  church  toge* 
ther.  Grievoufly  disordered  they  ap« 
pear  to  be,  as  Hannah  tells  me.  Sha 
believes  fomething*  is  refoived  upon. 

SVKDAT  KOOir* 

What  a  cruel  thing  is  Aiioenfe!— • 
I  will  aft  leave  to  eo  to  church  this  af« 
temoott.  I  eapc^to  be  denied:  but  if 
I  do  not^afk,  they  may  al  ledge,  that  my 
not  going  is  owing  to  my  felt. 

I  DESiaeo  to  fpeak  with  Shorty, 
Shorcy  came.  1  dircfted  her  to  carry 
to  my  mother  my  requeft  for  permfHion 
to  go  to  church  this  afternoou.  What 
think  you  was  the  return?  <  Tell  her, 
'  thatfhemuftdireftheifelftoherbro- 
*  ther  for  any  favour  (he  has  to  aik.*-^» 
So,  my  dear,  I  am  to  be  delivered  up  to 
my  brother! 

I  was  refoived,  however,  to  alk  of 
b'u4  this  favour.  Accordingly,  when 
they  fent  me  up  my  folitary  dinner,  I 
gave  the  meiTetiser  a  billet,  in  which  I 
made  it  my  humble  requeft  through  him 
to  my  father,  to  be  permitted  to  go  t» 
ohurch  tfaia  afternoon. 

This  was  the  contemptuous  anfwcri 

<  Tell  her,   that  her  requeft  will  be 

<  taken  into  conlideration  t§'morrow»* 
«->My  re<|ueft  to  ffo  to  church  /e-^  t9 
be  taken  into  consideration i6-as0rri<«f/ 

Patience  will  be  the  fitteft  return  I 
can  make  to  fuch  an  infuit.  But  M% 
method  will  not  do  with  me;  indeed  it 
will  not  I  And  yet  it  is  but  the  begin* 
ning,  I  fuppofe,  of  what  I  am  to  ex« 
peft  from  mv  brother,  now  I  am  deli- 
vered up  to  tiim. 

On  recollection,  I  thought  k  beft 
to  renew  my  req  ueft .  I  di  d.  The  fol  - 
lovfins  is  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote,  and 
wrhat  follows  tnai,  of  the  anfwi^  fent 

QIC, 
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*  SIR9 
«  I  Know  not  what  to  make  of  the  an - 

•■■  «  fwcr  brought  to  my  requcft  of 
«  being  permitted  to  go  to  church  this 
«  afternoon.     If  you  dcfigned  to  ihcw 

•  your  pleafantry  bv  it,  I  hope  that 
«  will  continue;  and  then  my  requcft 
«  will  be  granted. 

*  You  know,  that  I  never  abfcnted 
«  myfclf  when  well,  and  at  home,  till 
«  the  two  laft  Sundays;  when  I  was 
«  adn>ifed  not  to  go.  My  prefent  fitu- 
«  ation  is  fuch,  that  I  never  more  want- 
«  ed  the  benefit  of  the  publick  nrayers. 

<  I  will  folemnly  engage  only  to  go 

•  thither,  and  back  again. 

*  I  hope  it  cannot  be  thought  that  I 
'  would  do  otherwife. 

«  My  dejeaion  of  fpirits  will  rive 

•  a  too  juft  excufeon  the  fcorc  01  in- 
«  difpofition  for  avoiding  vifits.  Nor 
«  Willi,  but  by  diftant civilities, return 
«  the  compliments  of  any  of  my  ac- 

•  quaintance.  My  difgraces,  if  they 
<  arc  tohaveanend,  need  not  to  be  pro- 

•  claimed  to  the  whole  world.  I  aik 
«  this  favour,  therefore,  for  my  repu- 
«  ution's  fake,  that  1  may  be  able  to 

•  hold  up  my  head  in  the  neighbour- 
«  hood,  if  I  live  to  fee  an  end  of  the 
«  unmerited  feverities  which  feem  to  be 

•  defigned  {or  jour  unbappjjtfier, 

*  Cl.  Haklows.* 
«  to  miss  clarissa  harlowe. 

«  I?  O  R  a  girl  to  lay  fo  much  ftrefs 
•^  «  upon  going  to  church,  and  yet 
«  refolve  to  defy  her  parents,  in  an  ar- 
«  tide  of  the  greateft  confcquence  to 
«  them,  and  to  the  whole  family,  is  an 

•  abfurdity*  You  are  recommended, 
«  Mifs,  to  the  praaicetff  your  ^rivfl/r 
«  devotions.  May  they  be  efficacious 
«  upon  the  mind  of  one  of  the  moft 

•  pervicatious  young  creatures  that  ever 
«  was  beard  of  1  The  intention  is,  I  tell 
«  you  plainly,  to  mortify  you  into  a 
«  fenfe  of  your  duty.    The  neighbours 

*  «  you  are  fo  folicitous  to  appear  well 
«  with,  already  know,  that  you  defy 
«  that*  So,  Mifs,  if  you  have  a  real 
<  value  for  your  reputation,  (hew  it  as 
«  you-oufht.  It  is,  yet  in  your  own 
«  power  to  eftabliih  or  isipair  it. 


Thus,  my  dear  Mifs  Howe,  hasm^ 
brother  got  me  into  his  fnares;  and  l, 
like  a  poor  filly  bird,  the  more  I  ftruggU, 
am  the  more  entangled. 

LETTER   XXIII. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISa 
HOWE. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  MAtCK  6* 

THEY  are  refolved  to  break  my 
heart.  My  poor  Hannah  is  dif* 
charged — difgraccfully  difcharged !— 
Thus  it  was. 

Within  half  an  hour  after  I  had  fent 
the  poor  prl  down  for  my  breakfaft, 
that  bold  creature  Betty  Barnes,  my 
fifter's  confidante  and  fervant,  (if  a  fa- 
vourite maid  and  confidante  can  be 
deemed  ^  fervant)  came  up. 

<  What,  Mifs,  will  you  pleafe  to 

*  have  for  bi-eakfaft  ?' 

I  was  furprized .    <  What  will  I  have 

<  forbreakfaft,Bcttyl— How!— WhatI 
«  —How  comes  it  I*— Then  I  named 
Hannah.     I  could  not  tell  what  to  fay» 

*  Don't  be  furprized,  Mifs— But 

*  you'll  fee  Hannah  no  more  in  this 
«  houfe.' 

*  God  forbid!— Is  any, harm  coone 

*  to  Hannah  ?— What  I   what  is  the 

<  matter  with  Hannah?* 

'  Why,  Mifs,  thefliortand  the  long 

*  is  this:  your  papa  and  mamma  think 

*  Hannah  has  itaid  long  enough  in  the 

<  houfe  to  do  mifchiefj  and  fo  (he  is  or- 
«  deied  to  troop\'  [that  was  the  con* 
fident  creature's  word]  *  and  I  am  di- 

<  re£ied  to  wait  upon  you  in  herftead.' 
Iburft  into  tears.    *  I  have  no  fer- 

*  vice  for  you,  Betty  Barnes ;  none  at 

*  all.    But  where  is  Hannah?  Cannot 

*  I  fpcak  with  the.poor  girl  ?  I  owe  her 

<  half  a  year's  wages.     May  I  not  Ice 

*  the  honeft  creature,  and  pay  her  her 

*  wages?  I  may  never  fee  her  again 

*  perhaps  J  for  they  are  rdblved  to  break 
«  my  heart.' 

«  And  they  think  you  are  refolved  to^ 

<  break  theirs:  fo  tit  for  tat,  Mifs.' 
Impertinent  I  called  her;  and  aiked 

her*  if  it  were  upon  fuch  confident 
terms  that  her  fervice  was  to  begin. 

I  was  fo  very  eameft  to  fee  the  poor 
maid,  tJiat  (to  oblige  me,  as  ihe  iai4i 
^e  went  dowa  with  my  requtft. 
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Tbe  worthy  creature  wat  as  eameil 
Id  lee  me;  and  the  favour  was  granted 
nprelenceof  Shorejr  and  Betty. 

I  thanked  her,  when  the  came  up,  for 
her  paft  ierrice  to  me.- 

Her  heart  was  ready  to  break .  And 
flie  h^n  to  vindicate  her  fidelity  and 
lofe;  and  difclaimed  any  naifchief  ibe 
had  ever  made. 

I  told  her  that  thofe  who  occafioned 
her  being  turned  out  of  my  fervice, 
nade  no  ooeftion  of  her  integrity*,  that 
kr  (fiJinilfioii  was  intended  for  an  in- 
£gnity  to  me«  That  I  was  very  forry 
to  be  obliged  to  part  with  her,  and 
hoped  flie  would  meet  with  as  good  a 
lenrice. 

Never,  never!  wringing  her  hands, 
Aould  flte  meet  with  a*  miftrefs  flte  loved 
€i  well .  And  the  poor  creature  ran  on 
ia  mypraifesy  and  in  profeillons  of  love 
tome. 

Wt  are  all  apt,  vou  know,  my  dear, 
to  praile  our  benefactors,  becaufe  they 
are  our  benefaAors}  as  if  every-body 
did  right  or  wrong,  as  they  obliged  or 
difebUged  sj.  But  this  good  creature 
defirved toht  kindly  treated;  fo  I  could 
have  no  merit  in  favouring  one  whom 
k  would  have  been  ungrateful  not  to 
diftinguiih. 

I  gave  her  a  little  linen,  ibme  laces, 
anl  other  odd  things;  and  inftead  of 
four  pounds  which  were  due  to  her,  ten 
guineas:  and  faid,  if  ever  I  were  again 
allowed  to  be  my  own  miftrefs,  I  would 
think  of  hr  in  the  firft  place. 

Betty  enviouily  whifpered  Shorey 
i^pon  It. 

Hannah  told  me,  before  their  faces, 
having  no  other  opportunity,  that  (he 
had  been  examined  about  letters  to  me, 
aad/rMs  mes  and  that  (he  had  given 
hcrpockets  to  Mifs  Harlowe,  who  look- 
cd into  them,  and  put  her  fingers  in  her 
ftayt,  to  fatisfy  herfelf  that  Skc  bad  not 
any- 

She  gave  me  an  account  of  thenum* 
her  of  my  pbeafants  and  bantams;  and 
I  laid,  diey  fliould  be  my  own  care  twice 
or  dirice  a  day. 

We  wept  over  each  other  at  parting: 
The  girl  prayed  for  all  the  family. 

To  have  fo4rpod  a  fervant  fodifgraee- 

Ibllr  difinifl'ra;   is  very  cruel:  and  I 

t0m  not  help  faving,  that  thefe  me- 

da  might  break  my  heart,  but  not 

r  other  vray  anfwer  the  end  of  the 

Jmts  of  my  difgraces. 

feajp  with  »  fcrj  (auey  Setr,  faid 


n 

to  Shorey,  There  would  be  a  trial  of 
flcill  about  that,  Ihc  fancied.  Burl 
took  nb  notice  of  it.  If  this  wench 
thinks  that  I  have  robbed  her  young 
miftrefs  of  a  Lover,  as  you  fay  me  has 

Jjiven  out,  (he  may  believe  that  it  it 
ome  degree  of  merit  in  herfelf  to  be 
impertinent  to  me. 

Thus  have  I  been  forced  to  part  with 
my  faithful  Hannah.  If  you  can  com* 
mend  the  good  creature  to  a  place  wor« 
thy  of  her,  pray  do  for  my  (ake. 

LETTER   XXIV. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWB,  TO  MISS 
HOWS. 

IfONaAV,   NtAS  SI  O^CLOCK/ 

THE  indofed  letter  was  juft  now 
delivered  to  me. 
My  brother  has  carried  all  his  points* 
I  fend  you  alfo  the  copy  of  my  anfwer. 
No  more  at  this  time  can  I  vrrite  1 


<  MttS  CLASY, 


*  MOM  DAT,  SIAB*  €• 


*  T)  Y  command  of  your  father  and 
^  *  mother  I  write  exprefsly  to  for- 
bid you  to  come  into  their  prefence, 
or  into  the  earden  when  tiny  are  theres 
nor  when  they  zrtnot  there,  but  with 
Bett^  Barnes  to  attend  you;  except  by 
particular  licence  or  command. 

*  On  their  bleilings  you  are  forbidden 
likewife  to  correlpond  with  the  vile 
Lovelace;  as  it  is  well  known  you  did 
by  means  of  your  fly  Hannah.  Whence 
her  Aidden  aifcharge.  As  was  fit. 

*  Neither  are  you  to  correfpond  with 
Mifs  Howe ;  who  has  ^iven  herfelf 
high  airs  of  late;  and  might  polTibly 
help  on  your  correipondence  with  that 
deteftcd  libertine.  Nor,  in  fliort,  with 
any-body  without  leave. 

<  You  are  not  to  enter  into  the  pre^ 
feiice  of  either  of  your  uncles,  without 
their  leave  firft  obtained.  It  is  in  mercy 
to  you,  after  fuch  a  behaviour  to  your 
mother,  that  your  father  refufes  to  fee 
you. 

*  You  are  not  to  be  fecn  in  any  apart* 
ment  of  the  lioufe  you  fo  lately  go* 
verned  as  you  pleafed,  unlefs  you  are 
commanded  down. 

f  In  fliort,  you  are  ftriAly  to  confine 
yourfelf  to  your  chamber,  except  now^ 
and-then,  in  Betty  Barnes's  fight,  (as 
aforciaid}  you  takea  morning  or  even- 
ing turo  in  the  garden:  add  then  you 
%%  *ai'e 
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are  to  go  ^iredly,  and  without*  ftop* 
ping  at  any  apartment. in  the  way»  up 
sna  down  the  back-ftairs,  that  the 
fight  of  fo  Dcrvcrfc  a  young  creature 
may  not  add  to  the  pain  you  hare  given 
cvcrv-body, 

*  Tnehourly  thrpateningsof  your  fine 
fellow,  as  well  as  your  own  unheard- 
of  obftinacy,  will  account  to  you  for 
ail  this.  What  a  hand  has  the  beft  and 
moft  indulgent  of  mothers  bad  with 
you,  who  To  long  pleaded  for  you,  and 
undertook  for  youj  ci^en>when  othets, 
from  the  manner  of  your-fctting  out, 
defpaired  of  movrnr  you  I  — What 
miift  yourpervcrfeneis  have  been,  that 
fucb  a  mother  can  give  yon  up !  She 

thinks  it  right  fo  to  do:  nor  will  take 
you  to  favour,  unlefs  you  make  the 
nrft  Aeps,  by  a  compliance  with  your 
duty. 

<  As  for  myfelf,  whom  perhaps  you 
think  hardly  of,  [in  very  good  com- 
pany, if  you  do,  tiiat  is  my  confola- 
tion}]  I  haveadvifed,  that  you  may  be 
permitted  to  purfue  your  own  incli- 
nations, (fome  people  need  na^reater 
punifliment  than  fuch  a  permifHon) 
and  not  to  have  the  houie  encumbered 
by  one  who  muft  give  them  the  more 
pain  for  the  nCceifity  ihe  has  laid  them 
under  of  avoiding  the  light  of  heri  ai* 
though  in  it. 

*  If  any- thing  I  huve  written  appear 
fevere  or  har(h,  it  is  ftill  in  your  power 
(but  perhaps  will  not  always  befo)  to 
remedy  it;  and  that  by  a  fingle  word. 

*  Betty  Barnes  has  ordars  to  obey  yo« 
in  all  points  confident  with  her  cfutr 
to  thole  to  whom  jwK  owe  it/  a»  well 

<Ja.  Marlowe.' 

TO  JAMIS  HARXO  WS|  JUH10IL|B$q; 

J  Will  only  fay.  That  you  may  con- 

*  <  cratulate  yourfelf  on  havmgyp 
far  (ucceeded  in  all  your  views,  that 
you  may  report  what  jou  pleafe  of  me« 
and  I  can  no  more  defend  myielf^than 
i  f  I  were  dead . .  Y^t  one  favour,  never- 
thclefs,  I  wtllbegof  you.  It  is  this— 
That  you  will  not  occafion  more  Ib- 
verities,  more  di/gracesj  than  are  ne- 
ceflary  for  carrying  into  execution 
vour  further  dengns,  whatever  they 
DCf  againft  j^9irr  unhafpjj^er, 

*  CtAKjtftAlUmbMFl/ 


CI;AitI«dA    HARLOWB. 


LETTER    XiV. 

MI58  CLARISSA  HAHLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 


TVKSDAT,  MAKCH   7- 

By  my  laftdepofit,  you  will  feehovr 
I  am  driven,  and  what  a  poor  pri*> 
foner  I  am.-^No  renrd  had  to  my  re- 
putation. The  whole  matter  is  now  he»- 
fore  you.  Can  /uc/j  meafures  be  i'ypr- 
pofed  fo  foftenP-^But  fui-ely  they  caa 
only  mean  to  try  to  frighten  me  into  my 
brother's  views !— All  my  hope  is,  to  be 
abl«  to  weather  this  point  tilt  my  couila 
Morden  comes  from  Florence)  and  be 
is  foon  expe^^ed:  yet,  if  they  are  deter- 
mined upon  a  fhort  day,  I  doubt  he  wiy 
not  be  here  time  enough  to  fave  me. 

It  is  plain  by  my  brother's  letter,  that 
my  mother  has  not  fpared  me,  in  the  re* 
port  flie  wasplenfed  to4nake  of  the  con- 
ference between  herfelf  and  met  yet  Am 
was  p leafed  to  hint  to  me,  that  my  bro- 
thei-  had  views  which  (he  would  have 
had  me  try  to  difappotnt.  But,  indeed, 
flic  had  engaged  to  give  a  faithful  ac- 
count of  what  was  to  pafs  between  her- 
felf and  me :  and  it  was,doubtlefs,  mvfdi 
more  eligible  to  g^ve  up  a  daughter,  than 
tadifoblige  ahufliandy  and  every  other 
perfon  of  the  family. 

They  think  they  have  done  every* 
thing  by  turning  away  my  poor  Han* 
nah:  but  as  long  as  the  liberty  of  tha 
rarden,  and  my  poultry  vifits,  are^*  I 
lowed -me,  they  will  be  miftaken.-  | 

I  aiked  Mrs.  Betty  if  (he  had  any  or^ij^ 
deraio  watch  or  attend  mei  orwheth^rB 
I  was  to  a(k  bir  leave  whenever  I  flbiHii4 
be  difpofed  Co  waHc  in  the  garden,  or  to^ 
ffp  to  fe^  my  bantams  ?—Xord  Uefii 
her  I  what  could  I  mean  by  fuch  a  qual«J 
tioni  Yet  fitt  owned,  that  (he  had  heai[4 
that  I  was  not  to  go  into  the'  gardea^ 
when  my  father^  mother,or  uncles,  vvcril 
thero.  - 

Howevar,  at  it  behoved  mc  to  lie  alV 
fared  on  tlus  head,  I  went  down  dire£b» 
ly,  and  ftaid  an  hour,  without  qucili«a 
orimpedknant^  and  yet  a  good  oart  ^ 
the  time  I  walked  under  and  in/^»  a^ 
I  may  fay,  of  my  brotbar^e  ftndy-win^ 
dow,  where  bath  he  and  my  filter  luip^ 
peped  to  bt.  And  I  am  fmrt  ibeqr  ftm 
ma,  by  the  loud  mirth  thrp  afibaad^  by 
wny  of  iofuln  at  I  fufpoia^ 
8othi»partof«yrtiirnuitiwn4wt 
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tefeaftrccth  of  die  avtliority  triven brm. 
TWcDfiHcing  of  that  may  perM^  come 
BcxL  BaclEopcnot. 

TWBBOATr  KIOIIT. 

SiH CB  I  wrote  the  aboTe,  I  vtiitured 
to  ftad  m  letter  by  Sborey.to  my  mother. 
I  defimi  bcr  to  give  it  intolier  otvn  bttid, 
i^Wa  nobody  was  by« 

I  AUU  indole  ihe  copy  6f  it.  Ycm 
wiU  fee  tkat  I  would  have  it  thought, 
tbc  now  Hannah  it  gone,  I  have  no  way 
to  cDrrerpood  oat  o?  the  houfe.  I  am 
fvlrom  thtfikiog  all  I  do,  right.  I  «m 
afnid  this  is  a  linle  piece  of  art,  that  it 
ma  fob  But  thit  it  an  after -thought-^ 
The  letter  want  lirft. 


*  aoSOVItXP  MADAM, 

<  U  AVING  acknowledged  to  you 
-"  '  that  I  had  received  letters  from 
Mr.  Lovelace  full  of  refemment,  and 
that  I  anfwefcd  them  pui%lv  to  pre- 
vent further  milcbief}  and  having 
fliewn  you  copies  of  my  aofwers, 
which  you  did  not  difapprove  of,  aU 
tbongh  you  thought  fit,  after  you  had 
read  them,  to  forbid  me  any  further 
conefpoadence  with  him;  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that  another 
letter  from  him  has  unc^  come  to  mv 
hmul,  in  which  he  is  very  earneft  with 
me  to  permit  him  to  wait  on  my  papa, 
or  you,  or  my  two  uncles,  in  a  paci- 
fick  wny,  accompanied  by  Lord  M. 
oti  which  I  beg  your  commands. 
<  I  own  to  yon.  Madam,  that  had  not 
the  prohibition  been  renewed,  and  had 
not  Hannah  been  fo  fuddenly  djfmif- 
ied  «ny  Icnrice,  I  (hould  have  made 
the  Icfa  fcruple  to  have  written  an  an^ 
Iwec,  and  to- have  commanded  her  to 
ooDvey  it  to  him«  with  all  fpeed,  in 
order  to  difliiade  him  from  theft  vifita^ 
left  any-thing  fhould  happen  on  the 
nocsfips  that  my  heart  acnes  but  to 
thank  i>f. 

*  Andl  here  I  cannot  but  expreft  my 
gpef ,  diat  1 4H»uId  have  all  the  pu- 
»|bmcni^  and  all  the  blame,  who,  at 
I  lisve  reafi>n  to  think,  have  prevent*- 
•dgfnnt  mifchie^  •^  have  not  been 
Ihftoecnfion  of  any.  For,  Madany, 
eottld  J  be  fiippo^Kt  to  govern  the  paf^ 
(lona  4>f  ^Ar  of  the  gentlemen}-^ 
O^vtlieMielndeed  I  have  had  foam 
loamn,  without  jiving  him 
aa?  vcB&m  lo  thmk  he  -has 


it— Over-the^her,  who,,M«lam,tuM 
any  ?-^X  am  grieved  at  heait,  to  be 
obliged  to  lay  fo  great  blame  at  ntf 
broS)cr*t  door,  although  my  reputa- 
tion and  my  liHc/ty  are  both  to  be  fa* 
crificed  to  his  refentment  and  ambi- 
tion. May  not,  however,  fo  deep  m 
fuffcrer  be  permitted  to  fpeak  out } 

*  This  communication  Dcing  as  vo- 
luntarilv  made,  as  du  ft  fully  ini«nded| 
I  humbly  prefume  to  hope,  that  I  imll 
not  be  required  to  pitxtoce  the  IcMar 
itfelf.  I  cannot  etdier  in  honour  «r 
prudence  do  that,  beraufe  of  the  veHt- 
roence  of  his  ftylc^  for  having  heaad 
£not«  I  aiTure  you,  by  mv  means,  or 
through  Hannah*s]  of  lome  part  of 
the  harfti  treatmem  I  have  met  wttll| 
he  thinks  himfelf  entitlied  to  place  it 
to  his  own  account,  by  reafon  6f 
fpeeches  thrown  oat  by  iome  of  my 
relations,  equaliy  vehement. 

*  If  I  do  wi  anfwcr  hhn,  he  will  te 
made  defperate,  and  think  himfelf 
joftified  (though  I  fhall  not  think  hills 
fo)  in  re/enting  the  treatment  he  com- 
plains oft  if  I  doy  sad  iF,  in  comf^- 
ment  to  me,  he  forbeara  to  refent  whit 
he  thinks  birriielf  entitled  to  refent; 
be  pleafed.  Madam,  to  coniider  the 
obligation  he  will  iuppofe  he  lays  nie 
under. 

*  If  Iwereasftronglyprepofleiedht 
his  favour  as  is  Aippowd,  I  ibould  ndc 
have  wiAed  this  to  be  confidered  bjr 
you.  And  permit  me,  as  a  ftill  fu^« 
ther  proof  that  I  am  n«f  prepoiTefiedt 
to  beg  of  you  to  confider,  whetbef, 
upon  the  whole,  the  propofal  I  made^ 
of  declaring  for  the  Angle  life,  (whidi 
I  will  religtoufly  adhere  to)  is  not'tfae 
beft  way  to  get  rid  of  his  pretenfiorili 
with  honour.  To  renounce  him,  and 
not  be  allowed  to  aver  that  I  will  ntf- 
ver  be  the  other  man*s,  will  make  hidi 
conclude  (driven  as  I  am  driven)  tb$tt 
I  am  determined  in  that  other  mnn^ 
favour. 

*  If  this  has  not  ]t*sr!ue  weight,  my 
brother's  ftrange  fchemes  nraft  be 
tried,  and  1  will  refign  myfelf  tomy 
deftiny  with  all  the  acqutefcencfe  th^f); 
ihall  be  granted  to  my  prajrers.  An9 
(6  leaving  the  whole- to  your  owli 
wifdom,  and  whether  you  chule  tb 
confult  my  papa  and  uncles  upon  thh 
humble  application,  or  not;  or  whe* 
ther  I  ibdl  be  allowed  to  write  an  aiT- 

<  fww  to  Mr*  L0f«lH^  ^  DOt>  [Ana 

•If 
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«  if  allowed  fa  to  io,  I  beg^  your  diree- 

*  tlon,  byivhom  to  fend  itj]  I  remain, 
<  honoured  MaJam,  your  unbappyy  but 

•  iVif 'dutiful  daughter t     ^ 

*  Cl.  Harlowe.' 

I R  ATB  jiift  received  ao  anfwer  to  the 
inclofed  letter.  My  mother,  you  will 
obferve,  baa  ordered  me  to  burn  it:  but, 
as  you  will  have  it  in  your  fafe  keeping, 
and  nobody  elfe  will  lee  it,  her  end  will 
be  equally  anfwered,  as  if  it  were  burnt. 
It  has  oeither  dau  nor  fuperfcription. 

<  CIAXISSA, 

«  q  AY  not  all  tbc  blame  and  all  the 
^  ^punifhmeDtisyours.  I  am  as  much 
blamed  and  as  much  puniihed  as  you 
arej  yet  am  more  innocent.  When  your 
obftinacy  is  equal  to  any  other  perlon's 
paflTion,  blame  not  your  brother.  We 
judged  right,  that  Hannah  earned  on 
your  corrcfpondences.  Now  (he  is 
gone,  and  you  cannot  write  [We/Aiir* 
you  cannot]  to  Mifs  Howe,  nor  flie  to 
you,without  our  kpowledgc,onecaufc 
of  uneafinefs  and  Jealoufy  is  over. 

<  I  had  no  diflike  to  Hannah.  I  did 
not  tell  her  fo;  becaufe  fomebody  was 
within  hearing  when  (he  defired  to  pay 
her  duty  to  me  at  ^oing.  I  gayehcr 
a  caution,  in  a  raifed  voice,  to  take 
care,  wherever  (he  went  to  live  next, 
if  there  were  any  young  ladies,  how 
Ihe  made  parties,  and  aiiifted  in  clan- 
deftine  correfpondences^-But  I  Aid 
two  guineas  into  her  hand.  Nor  was 
I  angry  to  hear  that  you  were  ftill 
mor$  bountiful  to  her.-^So  much  for 
Hannah. 

'  I  don*t  know  what  to  write,  aboirt 
yoiur  anfwering  that  man  of  violence. 
What  can  you  think  of  it,  that  fuch  a 
£auiiily  as  ours  (hould  have  fuch  a  rod 
held  oTcr  it?— For  my  part,  I  have 
not  owned  that  I  know  you  have 
convfponded:  by  your  laft  boldne/^ 
to  me  [An  aftontihing  one  it  was,  to 
purfue  before  Mr.  Solmes  the  fub- 
ytSt  that  I  was  forced  to  break  from 
above- (lairs !]  you  may,  as  far  as  I 
know,  plead,  tnat  yOu  had  my  coun- 
tenance for  yourcorrefpondence  with 
him;  and  {o  add  to  the  uneafinefa  be» 
tween  your  father  and  me.  Vou  was 
once  all  my  comfort,  Clarifla:  yoa 
made  all  my  hardships  tolerable— but 
bow!— >However|  nothin^^i  it  ispluD^ 


*  can  move  you  \  and  T  will  (ay  no  t 

*  on  that  head:  for  you  are  under  your 

*  father's  difciplinc  nowj   and  be  will 

*  neicherbeprefcribedto,  norcntreated. 
<  I  (hou)d  have  been  glad  to  fee  the 

*  letter  you  tell  me  of,  as  I  faw  tlie  reft 

*  — yoofay,  both  honour  and  pnMfimeia 

*  forbid  .you  to   (hew  it^to  H>e.— O 

*  Clarida!  what  think  yon  of  receiving 

*  letters  that  honour  and  prudence  for- 
«  bid  you  to  (hew  to  a  mother?— But  it 

*  is  not  for  me  to  fee  it,  if  you  would 
'  chufe  to  (hew  it  me.     t  will  not  be  iH 

*  your  fecret.     I  will  not  know  that 

*  you  did  correfpond.     And,  as  to  an 

*  anfwer,    take    your  own  methods. 

*  But  let  him  know  it  will  be  the  laft 

*  you  will  write.  And,  if  yoa  do 
'  write,  I  won't  fee  it:  fo  feal  it  up 

*  (if  you  do)  and  give  it  to  Shorey'; 

*  and  (he — ^Yet  do  not  think  I  give  yon 

*  licence  to  write. 

*  We  will  be  upon  no  conditions 

*  with  him,  nor  sm\you  be  allowed  to 

<  be  upon  any.  Your  father  and  ua- 
^  cles  would  have  no  patience  were  he 
'  to  come.    What  have  you  to  do  to 

*  oblige  ^i;/i.  with  your  refufal  of  Mr. 

<  Solmes  >— .Will  not  that  refufal  be  t6 

*  give  him  hope?  And  while  he  hat 

*  any,  can  <tue  be  eafy  or  free  from  hit 

*  in ^ Its?  Were  even  your  brother  in 
'  faulty  as  that  fault  cannot  be  con- 

<  quered,  is  a  (ifter  to  cari7  on  a  corre« 

*  ipondence  that  (hall  endanger  bcr 

*  brother?  But  your  father  hat  ^iireft 
'his  fan5tion  to  your  brother's  dif- 

*  likes,  and  they  are  now  your  father^i 
'  diflikes,  and  my  diflikes,  your  on- 

*  cles  and  every- body *s!«— No  matter 

*  to  lobom  owing. 

*  As  to  the  reft,  you  have  by  jout 

*  obftinacy  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
'  do  any  thing  for  you.     Your  fadiei" 

*  takes  upon  himfelf  to  be  anfwerabl^ 

*  for  all  confequences.     You  muil  not 

*  therefore  apply  to  me  for  favour*     I 

*  ihall  endeavour  to  be  only  an  obferv- 

*  erj  happy,  if  I  could  be  an  uncoo- 

*  cerned  one  I— While  I  had  power^ 

<  you  would  not  let  me  u(e  it  as  I 

*  fwould  have  u fed  it.    Your  aunt  bat 

*  been  forced  to  engage  not  to  interfert 
'  but  by  yourfather*sdire£Uoii.  VbuMl 

<  have.ievefe  trials.  If  you  have  any 
^  favour  to  hope  for,  it  muft  be  irom 

*  the  mediation  of  yonr  undet.    And 

*  yet,  I  believe,  they  are  equally  deter- 

<  mined  s  for  dity  inake  a|  a  wiBuiple 

<  [Alas!  they  nerer  bad  childrent] 

•  that 
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*<Aaltbit  cbiM,  wlio  to  marriage  it 
*  aotgorcrned  by  her  parentti  it  to  be 
<  fivcB  op  at  a  ioft  creature. 

<  I  charge  you,  let  not  tbit  letter  be 
'fimad.  Bum  it.  There  it  too  much 
'  of  the  nuiber  in  it,  to  a  daughter  io 
'  oaacconntably  obftinate. 

'  Write  not  another  letter  to  me.  I 
'  can  do  nothing  for  you.  But  you 
'  am  do  evoy-thing  for  yonrfelf.* 

Now,  my  dear,  to  proceed  with  my 
■dancholy  narrative. 

After  this  letter,  you  will  believe, 

tka  I  couid  have  very  little  hopet, 

I   tkt  an  application  dirc^ly  to  my  father 

woald  ftand  me  in  any  ftead:   but  I 

I  thnght  it  became  me  to  write,.were  it 

I  bat  to  acquit  myfelf  to  myfelf,  that  I 

I  kave  left  nothing  uoattempted  that  hat 

I  tk  leafi  likelihood  to  reftore  me  to  hit 

fmHir.     Accof-dingly  I  wrote  to  the 

;  fallowing  effea. 

I 

*  Y  Prefame  not,  I  fay,  to  ar^e  with 

^  *  my  papai  I  only  beg  hit  mei*cy 

and  indulgence  in  thit  oue  point,  on 

which  dependt  my  prefent  and  per- 

hapt  my  fntmri  happineft;  and  be- 

ftech  him  not  to  reprobate  hit  child 

for  an  averfion  which  it  it  not  in  her 

power  .to  conquer.     I  be^,  that  I 

may  ooC  be  lacrificed  to  project,  and 

remote  costingenciet.   I  complain  of 

the  dife^cet  I  fuifer  in  this  baniih- 

mem  from  hit  prefence,  and  in  being 

confined  to  my  chamber*     In  ever^- 

thiw  tmt  thit  wn  point,  I  promife 

implicit  duty  and  refignation  to  hit 

will.    I  rq>eat  my  ottert  of  a  fingle 

life;  and  appeal  to  him,  whether  I 

hare  ever  given  him  cauie  to  doubt 

aty  word.     I  beg  to  be  admitted  to 

hi»»  aad  to  my  mamma't  prefence, 

and  that  my  condu£k  may  be  under 

iheii  own  eye:    and  tbit  with  the 

nwfe  eaineftnefs,  at  I  have  too  much 

fcalbn  to  believe,  that  fnaret  are  laid 

kn  me;  snd  taontingt  and  revilingt 

afal  on  pnrppieio  make  a  handle  of 

■y  wor<U  againft  ate,  when  I  am  not 

|ennhte<l  to  fpeak  in  my  own  de* 

mce.     I  conclude  with  hoping,  that 

my  bfother^t  infti^tiont  may  not 

,'  aB&  an  oohappy  duld  of  her  father.* 

lUt  k  tlie  anfwar,  fent  witbovt  fu- 
jgfayiop,  aod- »i|iealod,  althonj^h 
yji^  Barneat^wlio  delivered  it^ith 
ilir^aiif  ihckaew  t&e^«j)ttiit«. 
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'  T  Wiitc,  pcrvcrfc  girlj  but  with  all 
^  'the indignation  that  vour di(bbe« 

*  dieocedefervet.  To  debre  to  be  for* 
'  |iven  a  fault  you  own,  and  yet  re. 
'  folve  to  perfeveie  in,  it  a  boldneft, 
'  no  more  to  be  equalled,  than  paiTed 

*  over.    It  it  my  authority  you  defy. 

*  Your  reflection t  upon  a  orother,  that 

*  it  an  honour  to  ut  all,  deferve  my 

<  utmoft  refentment.     I  fee  how  l^C 

<  all  relationfliip  fitt  upon  you.    The 

<  €aufe  I  gueft  at,  too.     I  cannot  bear 

<  the  refleaiont  that  naturally  arife 
'  from  thit  confideration.  Your  be« 
'  haviour  to  your  too  indulgent,  and 

<  too  fond  mother^»But  I  have  no  pa« 

<  tience— >Continue  banittied  from  my 

*  prefenee,  undutiful  at  you  are,  tiU 

<  you  know   how  to  conform  to  my 

<  will.   Ingrateful  creature!  Your  let- 

<  ter  but  upbraid t  me  for  my  paft  in« 

*  dulgence.     Write  no  more  to  me,  till 

<  you  can  diiiinguilh  better;  and  till 

<  you  are  convinced  of  your  duty  to 

*  AjuJUy^tMcenfid  Father ^^ 

Thit  anery  letter  wat  accompanied 
with  one  from  my  mother,  unfealed, 
and  unfuperfcribed  alfo.  Thofe  who 
take  To  much  paint  to  confederate  every 
one  againft  me,  I  make  no  doubt, 
obliged  her  to  bear  her  teftimony  againft 
the  poor  girl. 

My  moiher.*t  letter  being  a  repetition 
of  Tome  of  the  fevere  thtngt  that  pafled 
between  herfelf  and  me,  ofwhich  f  have 
already  informed  you,  I  fliall  not  need 
to  give  you  the  content t— Only  thua 
far,  that  fit  alio  pratfet  mv  brother, 
and  blamet  me  for  my  frcedomi  witk 
him. 


LETTER    XXVr, 

lltSS  CltARISflA  HAHLOWCj  TO  Ifitt 
BOWS. 

TRlTBtDAT  MOaif.   MAtC*  9* 

IHave  another  letter  fi-om  Mr.  Love* 
lace,  although  I  had  not  anfweitd 
hit  former. 

Thit  man,  fome-how  orother,  knowg 
every- thing  that  paflet  in  our  family* 
My  confinement;  Hannah^t  difiniiEon} 
alMl  more  of  the  refentmentt  and  rdb« 
lutiont  of  my  father,  undea,  imd  faeo-' 
tbtfi  thiU)  l^ftH  pofllbly  kn9W|  and  9l^ 

I09ft 
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Moft  asfton  M  the  things  happen  which 
ht  tdU  iTie  of.  He  cannot  come  at' 
thefe  intaUigences  fairly. 

He  is  eacceffively  uneajy  upon  what  * 
Ik  hears;  and  his  expremons  B6th  of* 
love  to  me,  and  rcfentment  to  them, ' 
are  very  fervent.'  He  foiicits  me,  to* 
^gage  my  honour  to  hiin>  never  to  ' 
bskve  Mr.  Soliaes. 

I  think  I  ntay  fairly  promiHt  him ' 
diat  I  \^\l  not. 

He  bege,  That  I  will  not  think  he  is  ' 
cftdcavooring  to  make  to  himielf  time- 
rii  atanyman^sexpence,  lince  he  hopes  ' 
t»  obtain  mjr  favour  on  the  foot  of  his  ' 
0um^  nor  that  he  feeks  to  intimidaie 
MB€  into  a  coniideration  for  him.     But 
declares,  that  the  treatment  he  meets  ' 
vtfith  f}-om  my  fumily  is  of  fuch  a  na-  * 
tiire,  that  he  is  perpetually  reproached 
for  not  relenting  it)  and  that  as  well  by  ' 
Jjord  M^  and  Lady  Sarah,  and  Lady 
tiietty^  as  by  all  his  other  friends:  and  ' 
i|t  he  muiV  have  no  hope  from  me,  he 
cannot  anfwtr  for  wnat  his  defpalr' 
will  make  him  do. 

Indeed,  be  favs,  hisrelauonsy  the  la- 
dies partjicularfy,  advife  him  to  have 
ilcourfe  to  a  legal  remedy :  but  how, 
Ir  aiksy  can  a  man  of  honour  go  to 
hm  for  vei'bal  Abufes  given  by  people 
ci|titled  to  wear  fwoads? 

You  fee,,  my  dear,  that  my  mother 
ferms  as^  apprehenfive  of  mifchief  as 
■lyfelf;  ana  has  indirt^fy  oiferetl  to 
let  Shorey  carry  my  anfwer  to  the  let- 
tjcr  he  fent  me  before. 

He  IS  full  of  the  favour  of  the  bdiee 
of  his  family  to  me:  to  whom,  never- 
tlidefs,  I  am  perfonaliya  flrrangerj  eir>* 
c^t  that  once  I  faw  Mifs  Patty  Mon- 
tague at  Mrs.  Knoll ys's. 

It  is  natural,  \  believe,  for  a  perfbn 
to  be-the  more  defirous  of  makinz  new 
friends,  in  proportion  as  (be  loles  the 
favour  oT  old  ones:  yet  bad  I  rather 
appear  amiable  m  the  eyes  of  my  own 
sffitfiovt  9B^  va  your  eyef«.  tmin  in' 
thole  of  all  the.wQiid  beGdes«»-But 
tbefe  four  ladies  of  hia  family  have 
fi|ck  exfeUent  chantfters,  that  one  can- 
not but  wi(h  Co  be  thou^t  well  of  by 
tke«.  Caanot  there  be  a  way  to  find 
Ofut  by  Mrs.  Fortefcue's  means,  or  by 
Mr.  HickiBan,  who  has  Ufmt  know- 
ledge of  Lord  M.  [eov«rt>y,  howeter] ' 
wkftt  tbttir  opinioiis  are  of  the  prefent 
wsttia&of  tfaiag*  in  oar  family  |  aad 
«f  lU  iktfe  likdihood  tkm  iS|  thsU 


ever  4he  alliaiiee  omtt  appci»ved  of  if 
them,  can  take  eflfe&f 

I  cannot,  for  my  own  part^  think  Cb 
well  of  myftlfrasto  imaguie,  that  they 
can  wiAi  their  kiTvfman  to  perfevere  in 
his  views  with -regard  to  i^e,  through 
fych  contempts  and  difcouragemems. 
-»Not  that  it  would  concern  ma,  ihould 
they  advife  him  to  the  contrary.  By 
my  lord's  iigning  Mr.  Lovelace's  for- 
mer letter;  by  Mr.  Lovelace's  affur- 
aaoes  of  the  contintted  faveor  of  all 
his  relations^  and  by  the  report  of 
others  \  1  feem  fti  11  to  ftand  high  in 
their  favour:  but,  methinks,  I  £ould 
be  (rlad  to  have  thia  coofirn^  to  me^ 
as  from  themfelves,  bjr  the  lips  of  an 
indiiFerent  perfon;  and  the  racier,-  at 
they  are  known  to  put  a  value  upon 
their  alliance,  becaufe  of  their  for- 
tunes and.  family;  and  take  it  amifa 
(Us  they  have  ceafon)  to  be  incloded 
by  ottrs  in  the  contempt  thrown  upon 
their  kinfman. 

Coriofity  at  preient  is  all  my  mo- 
tive: nor  will  there  ever,  I  hope,  be  a 
ftrons^r,  notwithftanding  your  ^uef- 
tionable  tbrobs'-^ytn  were  the  merits 
of  Mr.  Lovelace  much  greater  than 
they  are. 

#       # 

I  HAVE  anfwered  his  letters,  If 
he  takes  me  at  my  word,  I  Audi  need 
to  be  the  lefs  folicitous  for  the.  opi- 
nions  of  his  relations  in  my  favour: 
and  yet  one  ^Ivould  be  glad  to  he^well 
thought  of  by  the  worthy. 

This  is  the  fubfUnce  of  m^  ietter. 

I  exprefs  my  furprixe  at  his  know- 
ing (and  (b  early)  ell  that  palfes.here. 

I  aflare  hhn,  iPhat  were  diere  not 
fuch  a  man  in  the  world  as  himfelf,  I 
would  not  have  Mr.  Solmes. 

I  tell  him,  That  to  return,  as  I  ua* 
derftand  hedoee,defiaace»fordelianceay 
to  my  relations, xje  far  from  being  • 
proof  with  me,  either  of  his  politeneft, 
or  of  the  confidemdoii  he  prctende  to 
Imveforme. 

That  the  moment  I  hear  he  vifite  any 
of  my  friends  whhout  their  «xmlciit»  I 
will  make  Areibhition  never  to  fm  Isam 
morer  if  I  can  help  it. 

I  apprize  him»  That  I  am-coninhvii 
at  m  feaduig^ie  ktttr»  (altiuragb  m 
one  has  ieen  the  contents)  provided  it 
fliall  be  the  hft  I  will  evtr  write  to 
bim :  that  I  had  more  tban  oace  teM 
Ufli^  th«t  tl»  liBglt  life  M«  my  «lMMMj 


CLAftlMA   HAtLOWK. 


Bsd  niis.  Bcunie  Mr*  Solmti  wtt  tniro* 
d«o0d  ••  a  Tifitor  io  our  ^mlly.  That 
Mr.  Wycrlcy,'  tod  other  jpatlemen, 
Jcnev  it  to  he  nv  choicrt  before  himielf 
W9M  acquaMited  wilh  any  of  ui)  that  I 
haA  nercr  been  taduced  to  receive  a  Jiiie 
Dram  him  on  the  fubjed,  but  that  I 
Ihd^t  be  had  not  tded  ovgenerouil  V 
by  my  brother}  tiid  yet  had  not  been  u» 
tiadfamely  treated  by  mv  frieiida»  at 
he  might  have  ejtjpeAedi  bat  that  had 
he  even  my  frieocU  on  his  fide,  I  ihovkl 
liave  vory  great  obfedioof  to  hiro,  were  ^ 
1 10  «t  over  my  choice  of  a  finale  life» 
io  RallT  pecfierable  ta  me  as  it  is)  and 
that  I  aoiild  have  declared  as  much  to 
hm^  had  I  regarded  biro  as  mon  than  a 
conmoD  vifitor.  On  all  tfaeie  accounts, 
I  deiicc^  dwt  the  one  more  letier,  which 
I  viU  ailow  him  to  depoiitin  theuAial 
fiAtt  may  be  the  veiy  LJli  and  that 
oaiy*  to  acquaint  me  with  his  acqui- 
flftcBce  chat  it  ihall  be  To  j  at  leaft  till 
limier  times. 

This  laft  I  put  in  that  he  may  not  be 
^ufte  defeerate.  But  if  be  take  me  at 
lay  word,  I  (hall  be  rid  of  one  of  my 
tormentors. 

I  have  proraiied  to  lay  before  you  all 
fats  letters*  and  my  anAvers:  I  repeat 
that  pcomife}  and  am  the  leis  (bUcitoui, 
tor  that  realbn,  to  amplify  upon  the 
conteats  of  either.  But  I  cannot  too 
often  cxprefs  my  vezation»  to  be  driven 
to  ftcb  sreights  and  difficulties,  here  at 
faooe,  as  oblige  me  to  anfwer  letters 
(linoa  a  man  I  had  not  absolutely  in- 
tended to  eaconrage,  and  to  whom  I 
faad  realljr  great  objedions)  filled  at 
JKr  ace  with  fnch  warn  protrftationa, 
and  vrritten  to  me  with  a  ^rit  of  ex- 


Tar^m  dear,  you  never  knew  fo  bold 
n  fiiplpOMr.  As  commentators  /ind 
faeaaties  in  an  author,  to  which  the  ao- 
Ifcor  pcrhapa  was  a  ftn/afCTi  £i>  heibme- 
timea  compliaseota  nse  m  high  ftraint 
of  grantooe  for  ^voum,  and  for  a  con- 
fidoatioo,  which  I  never  dafigned  himi 
infiMBiicb  that  I  am  frequently  imdera 
neoeifity  of  expiaioing  awav  the  attri- 
fanted  goodneft  to  him,  which  if  I  ihew- 
ed,  I  fltotild  have  the  lei^  opinion  of 
myieif* 

Ioftiact,nydear,  likeaieftiffhoHe, 
(as  I  have  heard  deiertberf  by  ipenf- 
jBea][  he  paina  one's  handle  and  half 
0S|efOta  caie*a  anna,  to  rehi  hmi  ui* 
,AmU  fiten  joa  tm  hk  kttcM,  you 
maft  foimfl»|ii4|i&fAtepMi  them»  till 
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.yott  have  md^  ay  aafweie.  J£  you 
doy  you  will  indeed  thank,  you  have 
caule  to  attribttteySs^  dtceiit  and  ttrgbi, 
undgkws  to  vour  iriendi^And  yet,  at 
other  times,  the  contradiaory  creature 
complains,  that  I  Aiew  him  as  little  fa- 
voar,  and  my  friends  as  much  mveto- 
racy,  aa  if  in  the  rencounter  betwixt  my 
brother  and  him,  he  had  been  the  ag- 
greilbri  and  as  if  the  cataftrophe  had 
been  aa  htaX^  aa  it  might  have  been. 

If  he  had  a  defign  by  this  conduft 
((emetifflcsccmiplainingof  my  (hynefs, 
at  othei'S  exulting  in  my  imapnary  fa- 
vours) to  induce  me  at  one  time  to  at* 
ouiefce  with  his  compliments}  at  ano- 
ther to  be  more  coraplaiiant  for  his 
complaints ;  and  if  the  contradiflion 
be  not  the  dfeft  of  his  inattention  and 
giddincfs}  I  ihall  think  him  as  deep 
and  as  anful  (too  probably,  as  /roc- 
tifid)  a  creature,  as  ever  lived;  and  > 
.were  I  to  be  fore  of  it,  (hould  hate  him, 
if  poflible,  worfe  than  I  do  Solmes. 

But  enough  for  the  prefent  of  a 
creature  fo  very  various. 

LETTER    XXVn. 

Hli^  HOWX,  TO  MISS  CLARISSA 
UA&LOWI. 

TaVBIBAY  VIQRT,   MASCH  9« 

I  Have  not  patience  with  any  of  the 
people  vou  are  with.  I  know  not 
what  to  advtie  you  to  do.  How  do 
yK>v  know,  that  you  arc  not  puntfliable 
for  being  the  caufe,  thougn  to  your 
.  own  lois,  that  the  will  of  ^our  grand- 
father is  not  complied  with?— Wills 
'  are  (acred  things,  cnild.  You  fee,  that 
they,  even  /Arf,  think  fo,  who  ima- 

Sine  they  fuffer  by  a  will,  through  the 
iftinftion  paid  you  in  it. 
I  allow  of  all  your  noble  reaibnings 
£br  what  you  did  at  the  timet,  but  fince 
'  fuch  a  charmiqg,  Ibch  a  generous  iu- 
,ftance  of  filial  doty  is  to  go  thai  un- 
rewarded,  why  (hould  you  not  re- 
fume.? 

Your  grandfather  knew  the  family- 
failing. '  Me  knew  what  a  noble  fpirit 

Chad  to  do  good .  He  himferf  per- 
^,s  [Excvfeme,  my  dear]  had  done 
]UiQ  little  in  hit  life -time;  and  there- 
fore he  nut  it  |n  your  power  to  make 
up  for  tne  defeAs  of  the  whole  family. 
M^ere  tt  to  me,  t.  would  refume  it. 
Xnfieed  2  would* 
"  '      •>      *         1  Yea 
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Yfttt  wHllTty,  yott  cann^dbit,  while 

Kitrewiditfiein.  1  don't  krtowthdit. 
you  tbmk  thev  can  ufe  you  worfb 
*thtn  they  4o?  And  is  it  not  your 
fight  ?  And  do  they  not  make  ufe  of 
your  own  gcncrofity  to  opprcfs  you? 
xour  uncle  Harlowc  is  one  trtiftec} 
your  coufin  Morden  is  the  other:  iniift 
upon  your  right  to  your  uncle;  and 
write  to  your  coufin  Morden  about  it. 
This,  I  dare  fay,  will  make  them  al- 
ter their  hehaviour  to  you. 
.  Your  infolent  brother— what  has  Be 
to  do  to  controul  you?— Were  it  me, 
[I  wi(h  it  were  for  one  month,  and  no 
'morej  I'd  ihtw  him  the  difference.  I 
would  be  in  my  own  manfion,  purfuin? 
my  charming  fchemes,  and  making  all 
around  me  nappy.  1  would  let  up  my 
'€>wr\  chariot,  I  would  vifit  them  when 
.they  dcfcrved  it.  But  when  my  bro- 
'ther  and  fiftcr  gave  themfelves  airs,  I 
would  let  them  know,  that  I  was  their 
fitter,  and  not  their  fcrrarit:  and,  If 
that  dtd  not*  do,  I  would  ihut  my  gates 
agalnft  them;  and  bid  them  go,  andise 
company  for  each  other. 

It  nuift  be  confefledy  how.evxr,  that 
thi*  brother  and  fiiher  of  ^oitrs»  judg- 
ing as  fuch  narrow  fpints  will  ever 
l<idge,  have  feme  reaion  ft>r  treating 
you  as  they  do.  It  nmft  have  long 
been  a  mortification  to  them  (fet  di^ 
'  appointed  love  on  her  fide,  and  avarice 
on  his,  out  of  the  queftion)  to  be^o 
much  ecKpfed  by  a  younger  fifhr. 
Such  a  fun  in  a  family,  where  there 
are  none  but  faint  twinklers,  hdw 
could  they  bear  it!  Why,  my  dear, 
they  muft  look  upon  you  as  a  prodigy 
among  them :  and  prodigies,  you  know, 
though  they  obtain  our  admiration,  ne- 
ver altra 61  'ou  r  love .  The  Hiftance'be- 
'tween  you  atid  them  isimmenfe*  Their 
eyes  ache  to  look  up  at  you.  What 
Aiades  does  your  full  day  df  merit  caft 
'upon  them!  Can  you  wonder  tfie^, 
'that  they  fhould  embrace  the  flrft  op- 
■portnniiy  that  offered,  to  endeavour  tto 
"Dringyoh  down  to  their* Ifcvd?  ' 

Depend  upon  it,  my  dear,  you.  y^ill 
;have  more  ot  it^  and  more  ftilf,  as  you 
bear  it. 

At  to  this  odious  Solmes,  I  wonder 
'not  at  your  aveifion  to  him,  Jt  is 
needlefs  to  fay  any  thins  to  you,  who 
have  fo  fin  cere  ananttpatny  to  him,  to 
'ftrengtHen  your  diflike :  yet,  who  c^ 
tfSt  htfdwn  taints?  One  ef  mine, 
mXJom  beretofqre  tM,  Uto  give  sdi 


ngly  lifcenefs.  Shall  \  itidiitge  rt?— f 
will.  And  the  rather,  as,  in  doing  fo^ 
▼ou  will  have  my  opitiion  in  j unifica- 
tion of  jour  avcWion  to  him,  and  iti 
approbation  of  a  fleadincfs  that  I  ever 
admired  and  mufl  for  ever  approve  oF 
in  your  temper. 

I  was  twice  in  this  wretch's  compa]- 
ny.  At  one  of  the  times  your  Love- 
lace was  there.  I  need  not  mention  to 
you,  who  haVe  fuch  a  prrttj  curiofity, 
(though  at  prefent,  only  a  cnriofity, 
you  know)  tne  unfpcakable  difference* 

Lovelace  entertained  the  company  in 
his  lively  gay  way,  and  made  every- 
body laugh  at  one  of  his  ftories.  It 
was  before  thi^creature  was  thought  of 
for  you.  Solmes  laughed  too.  It  warf, 
however,  bis  lauzh :  for  his  firfl  three 
years,  at  leaft,  I  imagine,  muft  have 
Deen  one  continual  fit  of  crying ;  and 
his  mufcles  have  never  yet  been  ablfe 
to  recover  a  rifible  tone.  His  vcvy 
fmile  [You  pev^r  fawhim  fmile,  I  be- 
lieve; never  at  leaft  gave  him  caule  to 
fmile]  is  fo  little  natural  to  his  fea- 
tures, that  it  appears  in  him  as  hideous 
as  the  grin  of  a  ipan  in  maKce. 

I  took  great  notice  of  himi^  as  I  do 
of  all  the  noble  lords  of  the  creatioir, 
•tn  their  peculiarities;  and  was  difgufr- 
ed,  nay,  fhocked  at  him,  even  then.  1 
'wais  glad,  I  remember,  on  that  parti, 
cular  occaiioi),  to  fee  his  flranee  fea- 
tures  recoverine  their  natural  gloore/i. 
nefsj  though  they  did  this  but  flowly, 
as  if  the  mufcles  which  contributed  fb 
his  diflortions,  had  turned  Opon  rufty 
•fprinee. 

•  wrrat  a  dreadful  thing  mufl  even  tfie 
ilk^^  of  fuch  ahofbandbc!  For  my 
.part,  were  I  his  wife'  (But what  have 
1  done  to  myfcif,  to  make  but  fuch  a 
fuppofition?)  I  fhould  never  have  com- 
fort but  in  his  abfcnce,  or  when  I  waa 
"quarrelling  with  him.  A  fplenctick 
^woman,  who  mu^  have  fomcbody  to 
■ffnd  fault  wfth,  might  indeed  be 
^brought  to  endui*e  fuch  a  wretch :  the 
"iight  of  him  would  always  fiirnifh  otit 
tneocG&iion,  and  all  her  fervants,  for 
that  re^fon,  ahd  'fbr  that  onfj;,  wotiRl 
"have  caufe  -to'  btefs  then-  Tnafter.  Bilt 
how  grievous  and  appj'eheniive-a  thing 
mtttl  it  be  foi^  hie'  wife,  had  <he  the 
UzSt  degree  of  4ieKeacy  to  c^tch  hcrtfelf 
in  having  done  fomtthing'  to  6bli^ 
hiiii? 

So  muoh  fbr  his  tofofti  ^i  ttf  'Ae 
odier  bdf  tf'httD^  It  isilti^to  be  «n 
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iv&aatting,  creeping  moruU  to  any* 
Udy  be  hope*  to  be  a  gai«ei  by }  an  in- 
fo2«at,  over-bearing  one,  where  he  hat 
80  fiicb  Ti^wt.  And  is  not  this  the 
miiinc  fpirit  of  meanncfs?  He  is  re* 
Mned  to  be  fpitefai  and  malicious, 
eren  to  ihe  whole  family  of  any  angle 
oerfon  who  has  once  difobligcd  hioij 
and  to  his  own  relations  moft  of  all .  I 
am  told,  that  they  arc  none  of  them 
fnck  wretches  as  hintifelf.  This  may 
be  oae  reafoo  why  he  is  for  diiinherit* 
isE  tbcAi. 

J4y  Kitty»  from  one  of  his  domef- 
tkkh  tells  me,  that  his  tenants  hau 
b'm:  and  that  he  never  had  a  fervant 
who  fpokc  w^W  of  him.  Vilely  fufoi- 
dons  of  their  wronging  him  fprobably 
from  the  badncfii  of  his  own  heart)  he 
^  always  changing.  • 

His  pockets,  they  (ay,areconUnualIy 
crammed  with  keys :  fo  that  when  he 
would  ueat  a  gueft  (A  frimdhehzt 
Bot  out  of  yow  family)  he  is  half  as 
long  puzzling  wbicb  is  avbi^bf  as  his 
nlgnrdly  treat  ought  be  concluded  in. 
And  if  it  be  wine,  he  always  fetches 
it  himiclf.  Nor  has  he  much  trouble 
»  doiDg  foi  for  he  has  very  few  viCt. 
ors— only  thofc,  whom  bufincfs  or  nc^ 
ccffitT  bringsi  for  a  gentleman  who 
can  help  it,  would  rather  be  benighted, 
tbao  put  up  at  his  houfe.  * 

Yet  this  ia  the  man  ^hey  have  found 
out  (for  coniidcrations  as  fordid  as 
ihole  he  is  governed  by)  forahu(band, 
Huit  is  to  fay,  for  a  lord  and  mafter, 
lor  Mils  Clarifla  Harlowcl 

But  perhaps,  he  may  not  be  quite  fo 
miierabk  as  he  is  repre&nted.  Cha- 
naera  extremely  good,  or  extremely 
h^,»feldoiiijn5lr  given.  Favouf 
§ar  m  virion  will  exalt  the  one,  as  dif- 
fe^ouTwill  fi©k  the  other.  But  your 
wick  Antony  has  told^my  nsothcr,  who 
objeaed  to  h»s  covetoufnefs,  that  it  was 
iMeadBdi»/tir  tov  vp^  «•  iK  tal^d  it, /0 
war  #«««  i^MSi  which  would  be  wtth 
Vheropen»  rather  thaa  a  matrimonial 
Md,  J  daie  ihy;  But,  is  not  this  a 
abiu  isidication,  that  even  his  own  re- 
totiiiwn^m  think  him  a  mean  crea- 
t]i»  asd  th»(  h<  iPKft  be  articled  m^ 
nMLshwm  f^mn/i'nif*  ^  ?»»  enough, 
3jS~tiw  9weh,  of  fueh  a  wiesch  as 
thisK---Y#B'  Boittt  ^oK  have  hin»  my 
diMi  thrtrT  MB  «l^  io^— though  not 
S»  dear,liow  you  will  be  able  to  avoid 
k,  wdnt  yott  ttttasi  the  independence 


Hers  my  mother  broke  in  upon 
me.  She  wanted  to  fee  what  I  ha4 
written.  I  was  fiUy  enough  to  read 
Solme&'s  character  to  ber. 

8hc  owned,  that  the  man  was  not 
the  moft  dcfirable  of  men^  and  that  be 
had  not  the  happieft  appearance:  <  But 
<  what/  faid  flie,  <  is  firfin  in  a  man?' 
And  I  was  chidden  for  fctting  you 
againft  complying  with  your  father's 
will.  Then  followed  a  leflure  upoQ 
the  preference  to  be  given  in  favour  of 
a  man  who  took  cars  to  difcharge  all 
his  obligations  to  the  world,  and  to 
keep  all  together,  in  oppofition  to  a 
^ndthrifr  pr  profligate:  a  fruitful 
Abjc^  you  know,  whethci-  any  partis 
cylar  peribn  he  meant  by  it,  or  not. 

Why  will  thefe  wile  parents,  by 
iaying  too  much  againft  the  pcrfons 
they  di^ike,  put  one  upon  detending 
them?  Lovelace  is  not  a  fpendthrifti 
owes  not  obligations  to  tnc  worlds 
though,  I  doubt  not,  profligate  enough. 
Then,  putting  one  upon  doing /irf^ 
hut  common  juftice,  we  muft  needs  be 
prepoflHTcdttrulyl — And  fo  perhaps  msb 
arc  put  upon  <uriojiUes  fifft,  that  is  tf> 
fay,  how  fuch  a  one  or  bis  friends  may 
think  of  one:— and  then,  but  loo  pro- 
bably, comes  in  a  diftinguifhing  pre- 
ference, or  fomethiog  that  looks  ex.- 
ceedinglylikeit. 

My  mother  charged  me  at  hft,  tp 
write  that  flde  over  again.—'  But  ex- 
*  cu(eme,my  good  mammal*  I  would 
not  have  die  character  loft  upon  any 
coniideration ;  iince  my  vein  ran  freely 
into  it:  and  I  never  wrote  to  plcaie 
myfelf,  but  I  pleafed  you.  A  very 
good  reaibo  why— We  have  but  one 
mind  between  us-^-only,  that  fomc- 
times  you  are  a  little  too  grave,  me- 
thin)(S)  I,  no  doubt,  a  little  too  flip- 
pant in  ymir  opinion. 

This djflaence  in  our  tempers,  how« 
ever,  is  probably  the  reafon  that  vne 
love  one  another  fo  well,   that  in  the 
words   of  Norris,  no  tbird  lo*ve  c:\tk 
come  in  betwixt.     Since  each,  in  the 
other's  eye,  having  fomethin?  amifs, 
and  each  loving  the  other  .well  enougli 
to  bear  being  told  of  it;  (and  the  ra- 
ther perhaps  as  neither  wimcs  to  mend 
it)  this  takes  off  a  good  deal  from  that 
rivalry  which  might  encourage  a  Little 
(if  not  a  great  deal)    of  that  latent 
fpleen,  which  in  time  might  rife  into 
cnvji  ^nd  that  into  ill-will.    So,  my 
La  *  dear, 


tz 
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dear,  if  tWt  be  the  caft,  let  etch  kw 
Jicr  fault,  and  much  good  jbay  ^0  her 
with  It,  fay  I:  for  ihei<  is  confKtqtioit 
in  both  to  plead  for  it.  A^jd  what  an 
Jiero  or  heroine  muft  he  or  fte  be,  who 
can  conqiier  aconftitntional  fault?  Let 
it  be  avarieti  as  in  fome  I  dare  net 
siame:  let  it  be  grannt^t  as  in  tny  M 
fiiendi  or  let  it  be  JUpfany,  »  in— I 
need  oot  fay  whom,  '        \.     » 

It  18  proper  10  ac<juaint  you,-  that  1 
vrae  obfigtd  to  comply  vi^tb  my  mo- 
iher\  curiojbj,  [My  mother  haa  her 
ihare,  her  juil  mare,  of  cufidjitf,  my 
dear!  and  to  let  her  fee  here-and-tbert 
fome  paffagcs  in  jour  letters.  ' 

r  am  broken  In  upon— but  I  wiH 
tethyoo  by-and-by  whatpaflW  between 
my  mother  and  me  on  tftia  oceaiiw-^ 
and  the  rather,  a«  Ae  had  her  GT»t, 
ber  ftvouritc  HxcKMAff,  and  yoor 
XoVEt  ACB,  all  at  once  in  her  ^e,  in 
her  t^art  of  the  conirerfation. 
'     ^  #       ♦ 

Thus  It  was. 

«  I  cannot  but  thitak,  Nancy,*  laid 
the,  <  after  ally  that  there  is  a  little 

•  hardfhip  in  Mtfs  Haf lowe*s  eaiet  and 

•  yet  (as  her  mother  fays)  itis  agrat- 

•  ing  thing  to  havca  child,  who  was 
«  always  noted  for  her  duty  in  /maffer 
«  points,  to  ftand  in  oppofitiott  to  her 

•  parents  will,  in  ihegrfoitti  yea,  in 
«  the  greatejl  tf  all.    And  now,  to 

•  middle  the  matter  between  both,  it 
«  is  pfty ,  that  the  man  Ait  hftut  hit 
«  not  thatfort  of  merit  which  aperfbh 

•  of  a  mind  fo  delicate  as  that  of  Mift 
«  Harlowe  might  realbnably  ekpeA  in 
«  a  huftand.-i»fiut,  then,  this  mto  ia 
'»  fnrely  preferable  to  a  libcrtinei  to  m 
«  libertine  too,  who  has  had  a  duel 

•  with  her  own  brother;  fathers  and 
«  mothers  muft  think  fo,  were  it  mt  for 
«•  that  ciraimdapce  ■  And  k  ia  ftrange 
«  if  they  do  not  know  heft.' 

«  Am  fo  they  mnft,'  tbonght  I,  'from 

•  thcircxperience,ifnolittlcdirtyTicwa 
«  give  r^fwalfo  that  prepofleflkm  in  one 
«  man's  favour,  which  they  arelb  aptto 

•  cenfore  their  daughters  tor  having  in 

•  another's.'— And  if,  as  I  may  add  in 
y6ur  cafe,  they  hare  no  creeping,  old* 
mufty  nncle  Antony's  to  ftrengthen 
their  prepoffeffions,  as  he  doer  my  mo- 
ther's—Poor,  cre«ping,  •  pofitive  fool, 
what  has  foch  an  eld  batdielor  as  be  to 
do,  to  prate  ab^t  the  dnties  of  chil- 
dren to  parents^  nnleft  he  had  anotioa 
that  fmts  ow<  fomctotheir  ehildrai? 


Butyonr'mothef'yby  hc^thdoleiltaitftll^'' 
nefs,  let  me  call  it,  has  (}ii6fted  «ll  tlH^' 
thfte  brothers.  '.•'-' 

*  Bntyou  iee,  child,'  prooeeiad^  i«ty 
mother,  *  what  a  diil«rcnt  bebavi^iitf  - 

*  uriTB  is  to  yot;^  I  recommend  ta 
'  you  one  of  the  fohereH,  yet  potiC«ftV 

*  men  in  England/ 
I  think  littleef  my  m6tber*s^MlKa9l^ 

my  dear.  She  fudges  of  honeit  Hiok- 
man  for  her  daughterf  as  iie  i^dnlil 
have  done,  I  fuppoic,  twenty  y«ars  Mt^i 
iorbeffiir. 

'  Of  a  good  family,*  cdntimied  my 
mother^  *  a  fine,  clean  andimprovtA^ 

*  eftate^'  [a  prime  confideration  viFtth 
my  mother,  as  well  as  ^th  feme  other 
folks,  whom  you  know}  <  and  I  begt- 

*  and  I  ^niy  you  to  eiftcoarage  Mms  M 

*  leaft,  not  to  uie  him  the  <xM^,  Ibr 
<  bts  beinff  fe  obiEeqiiious  10 yen/ 

Yea  in£ed»  To  uftAfM  kindly,  tlMt 
be  may  treat  wt  fhrniliarly—Btit  dii^ 
tance  to  the  meU'^^eiehts  isbeft««I 
fay. 

•  Yet  all  will  hardly  prevail  wpom 

*  youtodoaslwottldhavayim.  IVhat 

*  would  yovfiiy,  vrrpc  I  to  treat  you 

*  as  Mift  Harlowe's  father  «id  modmr 
« treat  her?' 

«  What  would  I  fof,  Madanil^ 
«  That's  easily  anfwered.    I  wouid^/S^ 

*  nothing.  Can  you  think  foch  ufitga^ 
*'  and  to  iiich  a  young  My,  is  fo  b« 
^  borne?' 

Come,  come,  Nancy,  be  noe  -w 

*  hailyr  yott  have  beard  bnt  one  fidei 

*  and  that  there  is  tnori  to  be  MA  aa 
'  plain,  by  your  reading^to  me  Imc 
'  parte  of  her  letteca.  They  m  het 
'  parents.  TArf  muft  know  beft«'  Milb 
'  Harlowe,  as  fine  a  ehHd  aa  tie  i«, 
<  muft  have  <<wrr  fometbing,  muft  liarVb 
« fmd  fomethtng,  (you  know  ham  tlseif 
«  loved  her)  to  make  them  treatkeh^ 
«  thus.'  » 

«  Butifjfivftoufdbebkmideftilifo. 


<  dam,  how doesyoar 
'  oondeiiio  thiMSw' 

Then  came  up  Solmaa*a  great  cAaie^ 
his  good  managencBt  of  il-*<  A  little 

•  too  wvAa  fUdeedr  was  tte  ««rd.«^ 
I*  O  ktw  mmf'htstrsi^  thoegbl  I, 

•  nsriUfatmieT^^  my  mvku  le« 
princeft  in  Ij^irit  to  tma  aaimeall 

•  What  ftrMig  eifcaa,'  wUkA  jkit^ 
'  nave  prepoueffio#aiMl  SDvaupen  T^^^siS 

•  ladi«?» 

I  don't  knoNT  banr  it  is,  my  Aar I  iMSt 
people  sate  ldgh.dtli|M  i»  »MiMM^ 
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kl  ami  tUf  for  tHe  Ukit  of  fn^fervia; 

atemponirypeKetoWrelf;  whicliwvv 

the  Mf  w^nh^deavonrin^toprciervc^. 

M  it  alwavt  produced-fl  (trength  mtht 

will  of  otttert,  «iid  «rt«  toHowe<i  bv  a 

wmkmU  in  her  own,  which  fuhjeaeA 

Imt  to  «A  tr^Hf  rarineft  that  of  coarfii 

4  iay  nothing  in  Wwerco  yoar    grew,  tnd  became  eftabJtfhed,   iipoa 

■  of  Ijii^fincw}  nod  brenkiiig  with    Mr  natienee.^AAd  now  to  give  up  the 

■Ai^ig-rthrce  or  fwr  ffi  fhe    mQtt  ch  ^     * 


C«iicfit]rAifrt/cofi#fity1 

tthot'a  the  thing. 

8h»  proceeded  to  praiie  MrvLove- 

bee'opTfomi  and hit<iaalificitiofktTit- 

lani  aUdiicqtiircii:  but  then  flie  would 

jodge  as  amnerf  will  judge,  and  at 

'    fbUrs  aio  T^ry  loth  to  judge:*    ' 


oftrof 

hito  fctf"  tf^ttl>n»  or  fMf  (f" 
made  of  •oegoodoac^  if]  liMl  coold  be 
droaBOBii  on*  - 
Mt  ftill  obiJ&enet  ^vitJkwf  refirvft 
\  what  I  will,  iajtbe  burden  of  my 
sr*«  long:  aad  thi«»  for  m^  ftfc«| 
as  wdl  as  forjp^s. 

I  «i«S  MoSi  (by,  that  I  think  duty 
to  parents  i«  a  f«rv  mcritoriout  ea« 
cellcnoei  .but  I  Weft  God  J  •have  not 
^fanrtri^.  Wooanallbegoodwhtn 
we  ha¥e  no  temptatfon  nor  provocation 
tD  ^he  ooatracy :  but  few  youag  perfdnt 
{whoeau  help  tbemfelvcs  too  at  700 
eaB>  would  bear  what  you  bear. 

I  will  now  mention  ail  that  tt  upon 
mw^tbMd^  in  relation  to  the  behariour 
6tf&OT  father  and  unclet,  Mtul  tb€  rtjf 
^  Hitm^  becaiiie  I  would  not  oilbnd 
yout  but  I  have  now  a  higher  opinion 
of  ray  own  frgacity,  ^an  ever  I  had, 
•a  that  IcouldnevereoMliallv  love  any 
oue  of  your  famtty  but  yourtelf .  I  am 
poc  harm  to  like  them.  But  it  it  my 
dKtw  to  be  fineere  to  my Jfind:  andtbtt 
wdl  excufe  her  Anna  Howe  to  MiA 
ClariA  HarWwc. 

1  ovght  indeed  to  hasre  exeopted  yotn- 
jMbwi  a  lady  to  be  reverenced)  and 
Bo^reabepiiied.  What  muft  have  been 
lurireatiueift,  lo.bo  thua  fbbjugated, 
atlmaycdlit?  Littlcdtd  the  good  old 
lifiiiuut  thf«k»  wbeu  ho  OMrried  hia 
4m^f  hia  only  daughter  to  lb  well- 
appeanug  a  contlcniaBy  and  ta  her  own 
•Sfctag^too^  mt  ibewuuld  have  been 
it  oiacb  kqyt  down.  Another  would 
aalljo«r€mer  oit(o«t,if  I  iuuft  not  I 
aB  f»a  world  that  knew  him,  dt  call 
bim  fb)  and  if  you  *  love  your  mother, 
yutt'lboald  not  be  aery  angry  ac  die 
world  for  taking  that  libertv. 

y€ft»  afanr  all*  I  canaot  help  thiak- 
iag^  that  flbe  iathe  1^  co  be  pitied,  at 
*eaMbaiatd(bethego«t,  or^wbat 
'«aiy  w  eccaficNB  of  hit  mortiencft) 
talmokMigbahvod  unwaithyof  her 
^mlSk  aad  fiae^fualitiet,*  in  yieldiiig  to 
nmdaaAieyieldt  to  encroaching  Ipiritt) 
nfou  omr  confine  thereileftion  tftyour 
%Mi|pii^:if  it  wjU  pati^  yov  fee  eitcnd 


mod  delerving  i>f  hcrchildreo  (agtirtil 
her  lodgment)  a  facrilice  to  the  ambt* 
fio9  aad  feMlbaeit  of  the  leaft  deferr" 
ifigf— But  I  fly  fiom  thit  6ihj«ft--< 
hfwtng,  I  fear,  liiiil  too  mnch  to  be  for* 
given«*and  yet  much  left  than  1 1  •• 
my  heart  to  fty  upon  the  oirer-nMcli 

'  Mr.  Hickman  iteaptfted  from  LoB'« 
doa  thit  evening.  1  have  defind  hint 
toonquire  after  Lovelace*t  life  and  con* 
verfation  in  town,  if  he  hat  not  en* 
ouired,  1  ihall  be  very  angry  with  bim^ 
Don't  expert  a  very  good  account  of 
either.  He  it  certtiiSy  an  intriguing 
wretch,  and  full  of  in\enti{nt. 

Upon  my  word»  I  moA  heartily  de. 
^e  that  fex !  I  wtlli  they  would  let 
our  fatberrand  mothtrt  alone;  teasing 
tkem  toteate  «/  with  their  golden  pfx>* 
miict,  and  proteftationt,  and  fettle^ 
mantt»  and  the  reft  of  their  oftentatiout 
aonlentfe.  Howoharminglymidityo« 
and  I  live-  together^  and  dcfpite  them 
altt^v-But  to  he  cajoled,  wire-drawa» 
and  cnfnared,  like4iUy  birdt,  into  a 
Aate  of  bondage,  or  vile  fohordina* 
ttOm .  to  be  courted  at  prtnceflet  for  a 
few  hretkti  in  order  to  he  treated  at 
flaftt  for  the  reft  of  our  li  vet-^fndeed^ 
my  dear,  at  you  fiiy  of  Solmet,  I  can* 
not  endure  them!  But  for  your  f<la* 
.tioat  {frimdi 4to  more  will  I  call  them, 
unworthy  as  they  are  even  of  the  ctber 
name!]  to  take  iuch  a  wretch's  price aa 
that}  iad^  die  cutting  offali  rever- 
fiont  from  hit  own  family (— How  moft 
«  mind  j>ut  eommonly  }uft  reDft  fiichb 
meafure! 

Mr.  Hickmtft  (bdll  found  Lord  M, 
upon  thefubjed  y^i  recommend.  Qt^t 
beforehand  1  can  tell  you  wKat  he  and 
what  hit  lifter  will  fay,  when  they  iirr 
founded.  Who  would  not  be  proud  of 
iVKh  a  relation  at  Milt  Clarifta  Har- 
lowe?— Mrt.  Fonefoue  told  -me,  thet 
thev  are  all  your  very  great  a<hmiferi. 
*  If  I  hatejnot  been  c.kar  caouajh  in 
my  advice  about  what  you  fliaU  do. 
I«t  Ae  &J9  that,  I  can  give  it  in  one 
words  it  IS  ooly  by  it-orging  you  to 

EfitVMB. 
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IbUow.- 

Wc  ITS  told  here,  thacMrt.  Norton, 
M  well  at  your  aunt  Herv«y,ha8  give^ 
^r  opinion  on  tbe  implicit  fide  of  tho 
^Qcftion.  If  file  can  think*  that  tbe 
part  (he  has  had  in  your  education,  and 
3P0ur  own  admirable  talen(s  and  ac- 
•ttirementiy  are  to  b«  thrown  away.upon 
Mch  a  worthloTs  creatvre  a$  Solmea,  X 
could  heartily  quarrel  with  Iter*  Yo« 
may  think  I  »y  thia  toic&n  your  reeard 
£or  the  eood  woman.  And  perhaps 
not  wholly  without  caule,  if  you  oo« 
For,  to  own  the  truih»  metbinksy  I  don*C 
l0Te  her  fo  well  as  I  ihoOld  do,  did 
you  love  her  fo  apparently  lefs,  that  I 
could  be  o«t  of  doubt,  that  you  love 
aie  better. 

Your  mother  tells  you,  That,  you 
will  have  great  trials:  that  you  areun-  , 
der  your  father's  diJapUne, — The  word 
is  enough  for  roe  to  delpitc  them  who 
give  occafion  for  it's  u(e.-— That  it  is 
out  of  her  power  to  help  you!  And 
again,  that  if  ycu  have  any  favour  to 
hope  for,  it  mull  «>e  by  the  mediation 
of  your  uncles.  I^  luppofe  you  will 
write  to  the  oddities,'  lince  you  are  for« 
bid  to  fee  them— But  can  it  be,  that 
fuch  a  lady,  inch  a  After,  fuch  a  wife, 
Aich  a  mother,  has  no  influence  in  her 
own  family?  Who,  indeed,  as  you  fay, 
•  if , this  be  ib,  would  marry,  that  can 
live  fingle?  My  choler  is  again  begin- 
aiag  to  rife.  Resume,  mt  dean-*- 
and  that  is  all  I  will  give  mylelf  time  to 
fay  further,  left  I  offend  you  when  I 
cannot  ferve  you**— Only  this,  that  I 
am  your  truly  offtQwudM  fruud  aad 

K't^^h  RowB. 


LETTER    XXVUI. 

MI88  CtARISf  A  MAKJbOWBf^O  ItlSB 
HOWB. 

raiDAT,  MAICR  to. 

YO  U  will  permit  me,  my  dear,  tt> 
tooch  upon  a  few  pa/Tages  in  your 
laft  letter,  thnt  aifea  abc  Ihifiblf. 

•In  tbe  Mi  place,  you  muft  allow  me 
to  fry,  4ow  ae  I  am  in  fmrita,  that  I 
nm  very  angr^  with  jmu  for  your  re- 
flc^oBt  Ml  my  lelatioosi  paititukrly 


o»  ^j  father  tnd  lAother,  ami  tm^^Bbm 
memorv  of  my  grandfather.  Nor»  mx 
dear,  ooes  your  (Fvcn  mother  alwray^ 
efcape  the  keen  edge  of  your  vfvaci]j4^ 
One  cannot  one's^^  forbear  to  wrilv 
or  fpeak  freely  of  thofe  we  lovt  and  lso« 
nonr,  when  grief  from  imagined  hjiHL 
treatment  wrings  the  heart}  but  it  goea 
ilgainft  one  to  hear  anv-body  elfe  tak« 
tbe  fame  liberties.  Then  yon  have  Aii 
very  ftong  a  manner  of  exprefllon  wbera 
you  take  a  diftafte,  that  when  palfion 
has  fublided,  and  I  come  (upon  reflec- 
tion} to  iee  byjroKT  feverity  what  I  1iav« 
given  occafion  fur,T  cannot  help  con** 
demning  myfclf. 

But  leaft  of  all  can  I  bear  that  yov 
(hould  reflect  upon  my  mother,  What» 
ny  dear,  if  hermeeknefs  ftiould  not  be 
rewarded?  Is  the  want  of  reward,  or 
the  want  even  of  a  grateful  acknow* 
ledgment,  a  reafon  for  us  to  diipenie 
with  what  we  thinfe  our  duty?    Tl»ev 
were  my  father's  lively  fpirits  that  firi( 
made  him  an  intereft  in  her  gentle  bo- 
fom .    They  were  the  fame  fpirits  turn  - 
ed  inward,  as  I  have  heretofore  ob- 
ferved  *,  that  made  him  io  impatient 
when  the  cruel  malady  feized  him.   He 
alv^ys  loved  my  mother:  and  wpold 
not  LOVB  and  pity,  excufabfy^  ^^j» 
Uudtablj,  make  a  good  wife  (wKo  waa 
an  hourly  witnefs  of  his  pangs,  wlicn 
labouring  under  a  paroxyfm,  and   bi^ 
paroxyfma  becoming  more  and  more 
frequent,  as  well  as.  more  and  more  fe^ 
▼ere)  give  up  her  own  will,  her  own 
likings,  to  obliges  hu(band,  tb«8  j^ 
flirted,  whole  lovt  for  her  waf  aa* 
queftionable  ?—And  if  fo,  was  it  ime 
too  natiiral,  [human  nature  is  not  par- 
feft,  my  dear]  that  the  hufband  ibi«a 
homoured  by  the  wife,  fhonld  be  ^o<- 
able  to  bear  controul  from  any-boc^ 
elfe?  much  lefs  contradiAion  from  bin 
childras? 

If  then  you  would  avoid  my  higbeft 
difpleafure,  you  muft  fpare  my  m^Her: 
and,  furely,  yoo  will  allow  me,  witb 
her,  to  pity,  as  well  as  to  love  and  b^ 
Bour  my  father. 

I  have  no  friend  but  you  lo  whom  I 
can  appeal,  to  whom  I  dare  oooplaid. 
Unhappily  drcwnftaneed  as  I  am,  it  ia 
but  too  probable  that  IJMlcamfla^^ 
becaaie  it  isbnt  toopcobabletiiail  fca^l 
have  more  and  miat  caufegivaa  mtfit 


toPsi|tto» 
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tai|Iiii^.  But  he  it  yotd-  pift;  if'  I 
j^to()ol}ie  my  angry  pafiions,  and  to 
ttn  nyreftntments;  and  this  the  ra*> 
mi  a$  TOO  know  what  an  influence 
j^ir  advice  has  upon  me;  and  as  yov 
ii^t!(b  know,  that  the 'freedonts  you 
tieinth  my  friends,  can  have  no  other 
«s9eocybiit  to  weaken  the  (enfe  of  my 
%toihe&i,  without  anfwering  any 
pod  end  to  myiclf. 

Icinnothelp  owning,  however,  that 
lapkaled  to  have  you  join  with  me  in 
cjmion  of  the  contempt  which  Solmes 
deferres  from  me.  But  yet,  permit  me 
19 &y,  that  he  is  not  quiie  ib  horrible 
icrsatareas  you  make  him:  as  to  his 
ftrjw,  I  mean;  for  with  regard  to 
\k  tmdt  by  all  I  have  heard,  you  ha^ 
dsoe  him  but  juftice :  but  you  have  fuc& 
tttkfltat  an  ugly  likenefs,  andfuch  a 
wacitjr,  that  they  fometimes  carry  you 
ett  or  Terifimilitude.  In  fhort,  my 
da,  I  hare  known  you,  in  more  in- 
boot  than  one,  fit  down  refoived  to 
jrk  iH  that  wit,  rather  than  ftri6t 
jdhce,  could  luggeft  upon  the  given 
Kta^.  Perhaps  it  may  be  thought, 
tW  I  ftould  fay  the  lefs  on  this  par- 
tbhr  fabiefi,  becaufe  your  diflike  of 
hiairiieshom  love  to  me:  but  fliould 
it  Bot  be  our  aim  to  judge  of  ourfelves, 
adof  ererj-thlng  that  affe£ls  us,  at 
wemiyrcaionably  imagine  other  people 
^wttld  judge  of  OS, '  and  of  our  aaiona? 

A9  to  the  adyice  you  give,  to  refume 
ivfeftate,  I  am  determined  not  to  liti- 
gate with  my  father,  let  what  will  be 
dKcocfquencetomyfclf.  Imay^vt 
tw,  it  another  time,  a  more  particu- 
W  jniWer  to  your  reaibninrs  on  this 
fcJJeS:  but,  at  prcfent,  wiU  only  ob- 
fiiit,  that  it  is  piy  opinion,  that  Lovc- 
l«e  himfelf  would  hardly  think  i^c 
*wh  addrefiing,  were  he  to  know  tbh 
tabcm^rrfolation.  Thefe  mtn,  my 
fef,  with  all  their  flatteries,  look  for- 
JRidtothe  PERMANENT.  Indeed,  it 
ttfttheyihould.  For  love  ipuft  be  a 
wry  fooliih  thing  to  ^ook  feack  upon, 
VKB  it  has  brought  perfons  bom  to 
jfinoce  into  indigence,  and  U6d  ase* 
*Q^  mind  under  obligation  and  dc- 
|ttdencc. 

Voa  itrj  ingenioafl y  account  for  thp 
*jwe  bejf  to  one  another,  fropj  the 
yfmnce  w  our  tempers.  I  own  I 
Wdnothavtthoughtof that.  Thcw 
■gpoffibly  be  Ibmethinj^  in  Tts  but 
^net  ihve  be,  or  sotj^  wheacnr  I 


«5 


am  cool,  %n4  give  ittyfolf  time  to  feUeft^ 
i  witl  lov«  you  the  better  for  cbe  oor<* 
region  you  give  me,  be  as  fevtre  aa  yoit 
will  upon  me.  Spare  me  not  therefore^ 
my  dear  friend,  whenever  you  think 
me  in  the  leaft  faulty.  I  love  your 
aerecable  raillery:  you  know'  I  always 
did;  nor,  however  o^ver- kriom  you 
think  me,  did  I  ever  think  yow  ftibpamf^ 
as  you  hiirOily  call  it.  One  of  t  w*i  AHI 
cond  ition^  of  o  urmutual  f riendiiip  was» 
that  each  flioold  fay  or  write  tothe  other 
whatever  was  upon  her  mind,  without 
any  offence  to  be  taken :  a  condition  that 
is  mdeed  indifpenfable  in  friendlhip. 

I  know  your  mother  would  be  for 
implicit  obedience  in  a  child.  I  sflt 
forry  my  cafe  is  (b  circumftanced,  tbftC 
I  cannot  comply.  It  would  be  my  duty 
to  do  io^  if  I  could.  Yott-  are  indeed 
very  happy,  that  you  have  nothing  but 
your  own  agreeable,  yet  whimfical,  bu^ 
mours  to  contend  with,  in  the  choice 
Ibe  invites  you  to  make  of  Mr.  Hick* 
man.  How  happy  (houid  I  be,  to  be 
treated  with  fomuch  lenity t—>I  fliould  ■ 
blo(h  to  have  my  mother  fay,  that  the 
heggid  and  framed  me,  and  all  in  vain, 
to  encourage  »  iim»  fo  unexctptioBi^le 
as  Mr.  Hickman. 

Indeed,  my  beloved  Mifa  Howe,  I 
am  aihamed  to  have  your  mollier  fay, 
with  MB  in  her  view.  What  ftrange 
effe^s  have  prepoffcffion  and  loveunon 
young  creaturoa  of  our  fexl  This 
touches  me  the  more  feniibly,  becaufii 
you  yourftlf,  my  defer,  are  fo  ready  to 
ferfuade  me  into  it.  • 

I  ihould  be  very  blameable  to  endea- 
vour to  hide  any  the  leaft  bias  npon  nry 
mind  from  you :  a od  I  cannot  but  fay** 
that  this  man—this  Lovelace^— is  a  maa 
that  might  b^  liked  well  enough,  if  he 
bore  fudi  a  chara6ler  as  Mr.  Hickman 
bears }  and  even  if  there  were  hopes  of 
reclaiming  him.  And  further  ftill  •( 
will  acknowledge,  that  I  believe  it  pof- 
iihle  that  one  might  be  driven,  by  vi«« 
lent  meafates,  ftep  by  ftep,  as  it.wcreV 
into  fomethingthat  might  becaUed-i^ 
do  not  know  what  toetU  it«^A  comSL 
timal  kind  ^  Hkntf,  or  (b.  Bnt  as  to  tho 
word  JLov£-^ftifiable  and  dmrmSng 
as  it  is  in  fome  cflfts,  rthftt  is  to  fty,  iS 
all  -the  reMve^  enail  theykM,  «m^ 
what  is  ftil)  bejqad  M^,  in  all  ottr/k* 
ftfio^  duties,  in  which  it  imy  be  pro-' 
f>erly  called  dinfme^)  it  has,  metkinks^ 
in  sht  narfowy  Art amfsHM,  MMt^ 
peculiar 
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ftaa/ixw  (end,  in'wiiicb  yob  9^\y  it  to 
me,  (the  mm  loo  fot  little  to  hp  si|»prave4 
#f  for  t»i»  moralty  if  aii  that  rejport  fa^t 
of  bim  be  true)  no  pretty  Awna  with  it. 
Treat  me  a«  freely  «•'  yo«i  wiil  in  all 
«iher  rcfpe^s,  I  will  love  yo«,  at  I  have 
£mdt  the  better  for  y«vr  friendly  free- 
dom t  but,  •  tnotbtnks^  that  I  could  be 
gIM  that  you  would  fiat  iet  tbia  impu- 
fation  pafa  fo  glibly  from^aar  pen,  or 
ji^ar  Upa,  aa  attributable  to  one  of  your 
#wa  faxt  whether  J  be  the  perlbn  or  not: 
'  ince  the  otAer  mttH  have  a  douhle  tri- 
iBoiphy  when  a  pcrfi>P  of  your  delicacy 
(armed  with  fuch  contempts  of  them 
11^1,  aa  you  would  have  ooo^  think)  can 
^  give  up  a  fi'iead,  with  an  exuluti^n 
•v«r  bar  weakneia^  as  a  filly,  love-fick 
creaturel 

I  could  make  fome  other  obfervationa 
vpou  the  contents  of  your  laft  two  let- 
tprs^  but  my  mind  is  not  free  enough 
at  prcTent.  The  occafions  for  the  above 
Auckwith  me  4  and  I  could  not  help 
taking  the  earlieft  nutice  of  them. 

Havmg  wriaen  to  the  eml  of  my  le- 
cond  iieety  I  will  clole  thia  letter,  and 
in  my  next  afc^uaint  you  with  all  that 
]ia>  happened  here  finae  my  laft. 


LETTER    XXIX. 

.UtSSCLAKISSA  HARL01ME,TQ  MISS 
HOWa. 

.SATO«DAr»MAaCK  II. 

Ilbve  had  fuch  taunting  aMiCiges, 
ancl  fuch  repeated  avowals  of  ill  of- 
^es,  bnougbt  me  from  my  brother  and 
j^a-f  if  I  do  not  comply  with  their  wills, 
(delivered,  too,  with  provoking  tfhuci- 
jiefa  by  BettyBaj:nes}tha^  I  have  thou^t 
it  proper,  before  I  catered  upon  my  in- 
tended addfcfa  to  my  uncles,  in  purfu* 
»ce  of  the  hint  gi^en  me  iA  my  mother's 
letter,  to  expoftulate  a  little  with  /A<». 
Sut  J  have  done  it  it^  fuch  a  manner  as 
unll  gt^  you  (if  you  plcafe  to  take  it 
■ai  yon  have  done  feme  parts  of  n>y  fe^- 
'm»  letleca}  great  advantage  over  me. 
In  fliort,  yvu  will  have  rapre  caufe  than 
'4ever  t»  declare  me  far  gone  in  Love,  if 
Jpny  riafmi  for  the  change  of  my  ftile  in 
ihcie  Mters,  with  r^aid.  to  Mr.  Love- 
lace, da  not  engage  your  n^m^e  iayonrr 
.nMe  opinion.-*-^or  X  have  thought  pro- 
ncr  fo  give  them  their  own  way^.  and^ 
'^^peetbeywiUhaftisthatl  haveapre* 


ferablareaird  fur  Mr.  tov?Ta#e,  l^vc 
them  cauw  rather  to  confirm  their  opi- 
•  Jiion  than  doubt  it. 

Thefc  arc  m  v  reaibns  in  brief^  fot 
the  alteration  of  my  ftile. 
.  In  the  firft  place,  they  have  grouisded 
their  principal  argument  for  my  com- 
pliance with  tlieir  will,  upon  nay  ac- 
,  Lnowled^ment  that  my  heart  is  free ; 
and  £o^  fuppoiiag  I  give  up  no  prefera- 
ble perron,  my  oppofition  has  the  look 
of  downright  obitinacy  in  their  eyes^ 
and  they  argue,  that,  at  worft,  my  aver- 
fion  to  Solmet  is  an  aversion  that  may 
be  eafily  furmounted,  and  ou^bL  to  be 
furmounted  in  duty  to  mv  father^  and 
for  the  promotion  of  family- view9« 
.  Next,  although  they  build  apoa  this 
argument  in  order  to  filence  ine,  they 
fcfem  not  to  believe  me,  but  treat  ine  as 
difgraeefully  as  if  I  were  in  love  ^vitla 
one  of  my  father's  footmen— (b  that  any 
a?iri£riMri?/willingne(s  togiye  up  ^fr. 
Lovelace  has  procured  me  no  fiiTovu^. 

In  the  next  place,  I  cannot  but  think 
thatmy  brother*s  antipathy  toMr  X^ove-T 
lace  is  far  from  being  well  oxiuncied  & 
the  man's  inordinate  oaflion  for  the  iex 
is  the  crime  that  is  always  run^  in  my 
ears;  and  a  very  grat  one  it  ii|>^  but 
does  my  brother  recriminate  upon  him 
thus  in  love  to  mi  ^— No—His  Mirbole 
behaviour  (hews  me,  that  that  is  not  hia 
principal  motive,  and  thathethinka  m« 
rather  in  his  way  than  otherwtfe. 

It  is  then  the  call  of  juftice,  as  X  aoay^ 
fiAy,  to  rpeak  a  little  in  favour  of  a  r 


7L0,  although  provoked  by  my  brother* 
did  not  do  him  all  the  miichiet  hccoul^ 
have  done  him,  and  which  my  hi-otfaer 
had  endeavoured  to  do  him*  It  tmxitt. 
not  be  aakifs,  therefore,  I  thpug:Kf ,  ^9 
alarm  them  a  little  with  an  appcehea. 
lion,  that  the  methods  they  are  a  takus^ 
with  me  are  the  very  reverfe  of  thofe 
ihej^fi^Mld  take  to  anfwer  the  end  thcv- 
de&gn  by  them.  And  after  all,  ^rhtt 
is  the  compliment  I  make  Mr.  £.«Bve<» 
lace,  if  I  4II9W  it  to  be  thought  that  X 
do  r£alij  prefer  llim  to  fuch  a  in«i%.&a 
nim  they  teirify  me  with?  Theia^  *Kv 
Mifs  Howe  [concluded  I]  acculea  Tun 
of  a  tamenefs  which  fubjefts  me  to  g^t- 
fults  from  my  buether;  I  wrill  keets  ^a^ 
dear  firiend  in  my  eye{  and  for  tfiTdiefe 
confideratioos,  try  what  a  Utde  a£  Sm^ 
fpirit  will  do*-4it  it  ever  lb  aukvrard]^ 
upon  me*  .  "* 

^  in  thi%,wty  of  dunlunft  I 


f^7 


mifhinAet  and  M«r. 
Ortolan. 


*  rp  B  £  ATE  D  at  lam  treated,  and, 

*  liy  f9ur  inftjgatiunsy    brother,  ^oa 

*  mnft  permit  me  to  cxpoftulate  with 

*  yoa  upon  tbe  occafion.  It  is  not  my 
'  iMtm:joM  to  diiplcafe  you  in  what  I  am 

*  going  to  write:  and  yet  I  muft  deal 
«  freely  with  you.     The  occaAon  calU 
«  for  h. 
-  *  And  permit  me,  in  the  firft  place, 

*  to  resiiiid  you,  That  I  am  \<MrJiJler\ 

*  and  not  jo%irfervaHt\  and  tnat,  there- 
'  fore,  tlie  bitter  rev i lings  and  paifion- 
<  ate  langiia^e  brought  me  from  you, 
'  upon 'an  occafion  m  which  you  have 
'  BO  leafoo  to  prefcribe  to  me,  are  neU 

.  •  ther  worthy  of  my  charafler  to  bear, 

*  toh  of  yours  to  offer. 

•  Vmx  the  cafe,  that  I  ijuire  to  marry 

*  the  man  you  diflike;  and  that  he  wer« 
«  jKf  to  m;uke  a  polite  or  tender  huiband, 
/  is  that  a  reafon  ibr  you  to  be  an  un* 

*  palite and diibbligin^ brother?— Why 

*  mull  you.  Sir,  anticipate  my  misfor- 
'  tuBca,  were  fuch  a  cafe  to  hapuen^-^ 

*  Let  me  tell  you  plainly,  that  the  man 

*  who  could  treat  me  as  a  *unfe,  worfis 
**  than  yoo  of  late  have  treated  me  as  a 
■  SAiT^  muft  be  a  barbarous  man  in- 
«  deed. 

•  Aik  yourfclf,  I  pray  you.  Sir,  if 

*  yoo  would  thus  have  treated  your  Hftcr 
'  Sella,  had  ^^  thought  fit  to  receive  the 

*  addrtdSirs  of  tbe  man  fo  much  hated 

*  by  you?«-*If  not,  let  me  caution  you, 
'  my  brother,  nottotakevoiurmeaiurea 
'  by  what  you  think  *wUlbe  hgrnt^  but 
'  rather  by  what  ought  to  be  offered. 

'  How  would J0A  take  it,  if  you  had 

*  a  brother,  who,  in  a  like  cafe,  were  to 

*  aft  hy  jou^  as  you  do  by  w^^-— You 
.'  cannot  but  remember  wha't  a  laconick 
'  aafwer  you  gave  evpn  to  my  father, 
'  who  recommended  to  you  Mifs  Nelly 

*  D'Oily— Tea  did  suit  like  her,  were 

*  your  words:  and  tl)at  was  thought 

*  lufiicient. 
*  Vou  mufi  needs  think  that  I  cannot 

'  but  know  to  ivbom  to  attribute  my 

*  disgraces,  when  I  recoiled  my  father's 
'  radnJffence  to  me,  in  permitting  me 
'  tDde^ine  ftveral  offers^  and  to  wbom 

*  6iat  a  common  caufe  is  endeavoured 
'  to  be  made,  in  favour  of  a  man  whofe 

*  perlbn  and  manners  are  more  excep- 
'  tionable  than  titofe  of  any  of  the  geur 
?  iktseDlbavebeenpemiittidtorefufe. 


f;LARI8SA   HARLOWCp 

This  is  my  let-  '  I  offer  not  to  compare  the  two  man 

.*  together!  aor  is  there,  indeed,  the  If  all 

'  oompariibn  to  be  made.b:tween  thera. 

*  All  (he  difference  %q  the  otte'j  difiid- 
.  f  vantage,  iflJid,  is  but  in  one  poiot<^- 

'  Of  the  greateil  importance,  indeed-^ 

*  But  to  whom  of  mofi  importance? 
4..^To  mjfaff,  Airely,  weie  1  to  encou- 

*  rage  his  application— »of  the  laa^  to 
<  you,  IkvcTttielefs,  ii  you  do.n9i;  by 
'  your  ftran^  politicks,  unite  that  man 
* .  and  in^as  |ovU.fafferers  in  oiie  ^nft, 

*  you  (hall  find  inc  as  much  refolved 
.'  to  renounce  ii/>f,  as  1  am  to  refufe  tbe 

*  other,  I  have  made  an  uveruire  to 
'  this  purpofe:  I  hppe  you  will  not  give 
'  me  reafon  to  confirm  my  a^iprehefw 

■  '  fions,  that  it  will  be  owing  to jroa  if 
'  it  be  not  acteprcd. 

<  It  is  a  r^d  thing  to  have  it  to  tiy^ 

*  without  b<:ing  conictousof  ever,  hair* 
/  in£  given  you  caufe  of  offence,  that 
.*  I  have  in  jou  a  ht other,  but  not  a 
.•  friead. 

*  Perhaps  you  wi  1 1  not  condefcend  to 
'  enter  into  the  reafon s  of  yogr  late  and 

*  prefent  cundu^  wiih  a  fool i  lb  fiften 
.'  But  \{ polacnefSf  li'tiviiitjf  be  not  due 

*  to  that  charader,  and. to  my  Ccx,j^ 

*  tice  is. 

*  Let  me  take  the  liberty  further  to 

*  oblerve,  that  the  principal  end  of  a 

*  young  man's  education  at  the  uni- 
'  yerfity,  is,   to  learn  him   to  reafon 

*  juftly,  and  to  fubdue  tbe  violence  of 

*  his  paflions.     I   hope,  bmrUcr,  that 

*  you  will  not  give  room  furany-body 

*  who  knows  us  both,  to  conclude,  that 
<  the  toilette  has  taught  the  one  more  of 

*  the  latter  dof^rine,  than  tbe  univcifity 
'  has  uught  the  other,  I  atn  truly  fun-  . 

*  ry  to  have  caufe  to  fay,  that  I  hav« 
'  ht4fd  it  often  jemarked,  that  your  UAi- 

*  contrpujed  paifions  are  not  a  credit  to 
'  your  liberal  education.  . 

'  I  hope,  Sir,  that  you  will  flXfuie 

*  the  freedom  I  have  taken  vinib  yauc 
'  you  have  given  me  tod  much  reaibn 

*  for  it,  and-ypii  have  taken  much 
'  greater  with  me,  ^without  rea(bn'*«»ib, 

*  if  jou  are  offended,  ought  to  look  at 

*  the  caoie,  and  not  atthe  effe£^~-1  hen 

*  examining  yourfelf,  that  caufe  will 

*  ceafcandtheiewiiliiotbeany-wlieiir 

*  a  more  accomplished  gt ntlcman  than 

*  my  brotbcc, 
'  Sifterlv  affeftion,  I  do  affure  you^ 

*  Sir,  (unkindly  as  you  have  ufed  ue) 

*  and  not  tbe  pertnefs  which  of  late  you 
«  hayc  been  fo  apt  to  impute  to  mc,.  ia 
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'*  riiy  motiWnitliU  hint.    Let  rac'in- 
■*  vokc  your  returning  ftindneft,  niy 

•  onfy  brother!  And  give  me  ciufc,  1 
«  befcech  you,  to  call  you  my  comfaf^ 

•<  ^fitmaiing  friend.    For  I  am,  and  ever 

•  'will  h^tyour  afeSmateJtfier, 

f.  Clarissa  Harlowb/ 
This  H  mybrother's  mnfwer. 

<  TO  MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOytTE. 

f  T  Know  th^re  will  be  no  end  of  your 

•*•  *  impertinent  fcribble,  if  I  do  not 

'«  write  to  you.   I  v"te  therefore:  but, 

*  without  entering  into  argument  with 

*  fuch  a  conceited  and  pert  preacher 

*  and  queftioner,  it  is,  to  forbid  you  to 
'^  plague  me' with  your  quaint  nonfehfe. 

*  I  know  not  what  wit  in  a  woman  is 

*  good  for,  but  to  make  her  over- value 
■•.herfelf,  and  defpife  every  other  per- 
«  fon.    Yours,  Mifs  Pert,  has  fet  jrou 

*  above  your  duly,  and  above  being 
f  taught  or  prefcribed  to,  either  by  pa- 
«  rents,  or  any-body  elfe— But  go  on, 

*  ^4ifs:  your  mortification  will  oe  the 
Vgreater^  that  is  all,  child.  It  Jball,  I 
'  aflux'eyou,  if  I  can  make  it  fo,  fo  long 
'  as  you  prefer  that  villainous  Lovelace 
f  (who  is  juftly  hated  by  all  your  fa- 

<  mily)  to  every  body.  We  fee  bv  your 

*  letter  now,  (what  we  too  juftly  fu- 

*  fpefted  before)  moft  evidently  we  fee, 
«  Ae  hold  he  has  got  of  your  forward 
'*  heart.  But  the  ftronger  the  hold,  the 
*«  greater  muft  be  the  force  (and  you 
«  liall  have  enough  of  that)  to  tear  nich 

<  a  mifcreant  from  it.   In  me,  notwith- 

*  ftanding  your  faucy  lefturing,  and 

*  your  faucy  reflcftionsbefore,  vouare 

*  fure  of  a  friend,  as  well  as  ot  a  bro- 
«  ther,  if  it  be  not  your  own  fault.  But 
f  if  you  will  ftill  think  of  fuch  a  wreUh 

' «  as  that  LovHace,  never  expe6l  either 
f  friend  or1)rothcr  in 

*  Ja.  Harlowb.* 

I  will  now  give  jou  a  copy  of  my  let- 
ter to  niy  iifters  with  her  aniwcr. 

f  I N  what,  mydearfifter,  havelof- 
^  *  fended' you,  thatinftead  of  en- 

*  deavburinj;  to  /often  my  father>  an- 
t  0er  agi^nft nie,  (as Ism furelihould 
»  have  done  for  you,  had  my  unhappy 

*  cafe  been  yours)  you  Ihould,  iq  fo 
^  hard-hcwted  a  maimer^  join  to  tsgnL-^ 


*  Tate  not  only  ^tVdifp1ea(bTe,%tit*ier5y 

*  mother's  againft  me.     Make  but  Hsy 

*  cafe  youl*  owp,  my  dear  BclU)  and 

*  f^Dpofe  you  were  commanded  to  marry 

*  Mr.  Lovelace,  (to  whom  you  are  bc- 

*  lieyed  to  have  an  antipathy)  woulil 

<  you  not  think  it  a  very  grievous  in- 

*  junftion?— Yet  dan  hot  your  diflilLe  to 

*  Mr.  Lo*velace  be  greater  than  niine  is 
'  to  Mr.  Solmes.  Nor  are  love  and  ha- 

<  tttd  voluntary  pafiions. 

*  My  brother  may  perhaps  think  It  a 

*  proof  of  a  manlj  ^irit,  to  (hew  him- 
'  ielfan  utter  ftranger  to  the  gentle  paT. 

*  fions.  Wehavebothheardhim  boalt^ 

*  that  he  never  loved  with  diftiiiftion^ 

<  and,  havine  predominating  paifions^ 
'  and  cheeked  m  hrsTirft  attempt,  per- 

*  haps  he  never  will.  It  is  the  lefs  won* 

*  der  then,  raw  from  the  college,  H^ 
'  lately  himfelf  the  tutored,  that  he 
'  ihouid  fet  up  for  a  tutor,  a  prefcriber 

*  to  our  gentler  fcx,  whofe  taRes  and 

*  manners  are  differently  formed  \   for 

<  what,  according  to  his  account,  are 

*  colleges,  but  clafles  of  tyrants,  from 

*  the  upper-ftudents  over  the  lower,  and 

<  from  them  to  the  tutor? — That  he, 
'  with  fuch  mafeuVtne  paflions,  ihonld 

*  endeavour  to  controui  and  bear  doWn 

*  an  unhappy  After,  in  a  cafe  where  his 

*  antipathy,  and,  give  me^eave  to  Iky^ 
'  his  ambition,  [Once  you  would  h^ve 

<  allowed  the  latter  to  be  his  faulty  can 

*  be  gratified  by  fo  doing,  may  nol^  be 

<  quite  ib  much  to  be  wondered  at--* 

*  But  that  a  fifter  Ihould  give  up  the 

*  caufe  of  a  fifter,  and  join  with  him 
'  to  fet  her  father  aAd  mother  againft 

*  her,*  in  a  cafe  that  might  have  been 

*  her  own— Indeed,  my  Bella,  this  is 

*  notprettyinyou. 

*  There  ow^  a  time  that  Mr.  Love'- 
'  lace  was  thought  reclaimable,  and 
'  when  it  was  far  from  beine  deemed  a 

*  tenfurable  view  to  hope  to  bring  back 

*  to  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honour,  a 
'  man  of  his  fenfe  and  umletftandine. 
**  I  am  far  from  wiftiing  to  make  the 

*  experiment:  but,  neyerthelefs^  ^irill 

*  fay,  that  if  I  have  not  a  regard  for  hin^ 

*  the  difgraceful  inethods  taken  to  com. 
"*  pel  me  to  receive  the  addi-efles  of  fuch 
'a  man  as  Mr.  Solmes,  are  enough  to 

*  induce  it. 

*  Do  you,  my  fifter,  for  one  moment, 
*'  lay  srade  all  prejudice,  and  cbmnare 
*■  the  two  men  in  their  births,  their  edu- 
'  cations,  their  perfons,  their  under* 
«*toMlings,  their  mflaners^  their  air. 
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tfid  dMir  mMc  dtfgrtmmti  and  ia 
tjMair  loctones  too,  taking  io  rever- 
fionsi  and  tbep  judge  of  botb:  jcr,  at 
I  b«ve  frequently  o^red,  I  will  lite 
■  ingle  with  all  my  bcait,  if  that  will 
do. 

<  I  cannot  thualive  in  .dirplMfurc  and 
dt^uwe.  I  wonjda  if  I.couldt  oblige 
aP  Riy  friends.  JBqt  will  it  bejf^, 
will  it  be  b99^,  to  marry  a  man  I  can- 
not endure?  If  I  have  not  been  iiXed 
to  ofvpofe  the  will  of  my  father^  but 
have  alwayt  delisted  to  oblige  and 
ohe^t  iodge  of  the  (Irength  of  my 
anti|Witny,  by  t^  painfuToppofition 
I  am  obliged  to  ome,  and  cannot 
hdjflt. 

*  ritf,  tb«n»  my  deareft  Bella,  my. 
£Aer>  my  fricody  my  companion^  my 
advifer,  as  you  u  jbd  to  be  when  I  was 
happy*  and  plead  for  jntr  mtr^^^tc^ 
ticuittt 


<  TO  UISS  CLAEY  HARLOWB, 

'  T  E  T  it  be  pretty  or  not  pretty  in 
^  *  yonrwife  onini^n^  I  ihall  fpeak 
'  my  mind,  I  will  aCure  you,  both  of 
'  yoa  and  your  condu^  io  relation  to 
*  this  dcttfted  Lovelace*  You  are  a 
'  fond  foolift  nrl  with  all  your  wif- 
r  ^om.  Yourletterlhews/ibi^  enough 
^  in  twenty  places*  And  as  to  ypur 
'  cant  of  living  fingle,  nobody  will  be« 
'  iieveyoo.  Thisisoneof  yoHry>/ri6fi 
'  to  avoid  complying  with  your  duty^ 
^  and  the  will  of  the.  moft  indulgent 
^  patents  in  the  world,  as  your*  have 
^  beeLKo  you,  lam  fur^— Though  now ' 
^  they  ice  themfelves  £nely  requited 
'  far  it. 

•  IVe  alU  indeed,,  once  thought  your 
>  temper  ibft  and  amiable:  but  why  was 
'  it?  Voti  nevec^  was  cootradi&ed  be- 
^  lbie»  Voo  had  always  your  qwb 
^  waf.  But  nofooncT  do  you  meet  with 
^  oppofition  ia  your  wci  flies  to  thro^ 
^  yoodclf  away  upon  a  vile  rake,  but 
'  V0B  fliew  wiuit  you  are.  You  cannot 
'  love  Mr.  Solmesl  that  is  the  pieficneeft 
'  hirt»  £Aer,  fiAer,  let  me  tell  you«  that 
'  ia  bncauie  Lovelace  haa  got  into  your 
'  fond  hnarfr<-A  wretch  haled,  juftly 
'  haaBd>  bv  ua  aU$  and  who  hasdipped 
^  faia  han^  in  the  blood  of  your  Ju*p- 
^  then  yet  Inm  you  would  make  our 
'  relation,  vKrald  ^u? 
!  I  bM  nn  p«ti«8€t.iiiith  7yu»  but 


8^ 


for  pvlting  the  cafe  6£  mv  liking  i 
a  viie  wretch  as  him.  At  to  the 
couraffement  yoU  pretended  he  rd*> 
oeived  formerly  from  all. our  faiqily* 
it  was  before  we  knew  him  to  be  lb  . 
vile:  and  the  proofs  that  had  fuch 
force  upon<«i,  ought  to  have  had  foroe 
upon  ji«i«»— And  njuould^  had  you  not 
been  a  foolilh  forward  girl  ^  as  on  thit 
occa/ion  ^very-body  fees  you  a^c. 
'  O  how  you  run  out  in  favour  of 
the  wretch!— -His  birth,  his  education^ 
his  perfon,  his  underftandimr,  hta 
manners,  his  air,  his  fortune — Revcr* 
ilons  too  taken  in  to  augment  the  fur- 
feiclng  catalogue]  Whatafonddrini^ 
of  love-fick  praifcs  is  herel  And  yet 
you  would  five  fingle— Yes,  I  wajr- 
rantl— when  fo  many  imaginary  per- 
felons  dance  before  your  dazzled 
eyel-^But  no  more— I  only  deiire, 
that  yon  will  not,  while  you  (eem  to 
have  fuch  an  opinion  of  your  wi^ 
think  every- one  elfc  a  fool  j.  and  t^at' 
you  can  at  pleafure,  by  vour  whining 
flouriihes,  make  us  all  dance  after 
your  lead.  * 

*  Write  as  often  as  you  will,  tl^ii^ 
ihalL  be  the  lail  aofwcr  or  notice  yon 
(hall  have  upon  this  fubjefl  from 

<  Arabella  Haklowb.* 

I  had  in  readjnefs  a  letter  for  each  of 
ny  uncles;  and  meeting  in  the  garden 
a  (ervant  of  my  uncle  tiarlowe,  I  gave 
them  to  him  to  deliver  according  to  their 
reipe^ive  dircdlions.  If  I  am  to  form 
a  judgment  by  the  anfwers  I  have  re- 
ceived from  my  brother  and  dfter.,  as 
above,  I  muft  not,  I  dou.bt,  exped  any 
good  from  thofe  letters.  But  when  i 
have  tried  every  expedientji  I  ihall  have 
the  lefs  to  blame  mvfelf  for,  if  any- 
thing unhappy  fhould  fall  out.  I  will 
fend  you  copies  of  both,  when  I  fliall 
fee  what  notice  they  will  be  thought 
worthy  of,  if  of  any. 


LETTER   XXX. 

MZSSCLAaiaSA  BARLOV^E,  TO  MISS 
HOWfi* 

IVVnAY  VICMT,  MAtCH  IS* 

THIS  man,  this  Lovelace,  gives 
mc  gre^t  upeaiiners.     He  is  ex- 
tremely b<^  and  zaih.  He  v«as  this  ai- 
ttlUOon  at.OUf  ghurch— tn  bop^s  to  I'ec 
>1  2  m^§ 


^ 
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iD^,  I  fuppofe:.  atrd  yet,  if  he  htA  (UcH 
hoDCs,  his  tiCvizl  intelligence  miift  havife 
failed  hinif. 

Sh^r^y  ^ms  at  church;  anda  pritici-  ' 
fi\  prt  of  her  obfervattori  was  uport  his 
haughty  and  proufd  behaviour  vrticn  he 
tifi'ned  round  in  the  pew  wber^  he  (aft 
toourfamtly-pewl  My  father  and  both 
irfy  uncles  were  diere;  fo  wei-e  my  mo- 
ther and  fifter.  My  brother  harppily  was  ' 
not.— They  all  came  hohitf  in  drforder. 
Nor  did  thf^  congregation  mind  any- 
b6dy  but  htm'3  it  being  his  fiM  appear-  ' 
aftct  there,fince  the  unhappyrtncounter. 

What  did  the  man  come  for,  if  be  in- 
tended  to  look  challenge  and  defiance, 
as  Shorty  fays  he  did,  and  as*  others,  it 
ic^ems,  -tnooght  he  did,  as  ^ell  as  ihe> 
Did  he  come  for  fny  fake;  and,  by  be- ' 
baving  in  fuch'  a  manner  to  thole  preient 
of  my  family,  ima^e  he  was  doing  ni^e 
chher  fenricc  or  meafure?— -He  knows 
how  they  hate  him:  nor  will  he  take 

C)nS,  would  pains  do,  to  obtiate  their 
(red. 

You  and  I,  tnj  dttir,  have  often  taken 
notice  of  his  pndej  and  vou-  have  raiU 
l?ed  bimu^on  it;  and  in  (lead  of  excul- 
cSiting  himfelf,  be  has  owned  it:  and ' 
by  owning  it  he  has  thought  he  has  done 
cnougti. 

For  ny  own  part,  I  thought  pride  in 
his  cafe  an  improper  fubjcS  for  rail- 
Jcry.— People  of  birth  and  fortune  to 
be  proud,  is  foneedlefs,  fo  mean  avice!*«' 
If  they  iifefenue  rcCpt^,  th^y  will  haVe 
it,  without  requirfngit.  In  other  worth, 
fhr  perfons  to  endeavour  to  gain  rtfpeft 
by  a  haughty  behaviour,  is  to  give  a 
proof  that  they  milhisil  their  own  me-- 
fit;  to  make  confeffion  that  they  kttotv 
that  their  iT/?foxrj 'will  not  attraa  it.— 
]>iftrnf(ion  or  quality  may  be  prided  in 
by  thofe  to  whom  diftrn^tion  or  Quality 
is  a  »^aw  thing.  And  then  the  reffe£lion 
snd  contempt  which  fuch  bring  upon 
themfelves  by  rt,>  is  a  counter- balance. 

Such  added  advantages,  too,  as  thf» 
man  has  in  his  perfon  and  mien :  learned 
aifo,  as  they  Tay  he  h^-^Sucb  a  man  to  be 
haughty,  to  be  imperious!— Tfae  lines 
of  his  own  face  at  the  fame  time  con- 
^mniag  bim— how  wholly  hiexcu^a- 
ble!-*Proud  of*  what  Ji  Not  of  doitir 
well :  the  only  juJUJMU  pride.— Proud 
^exterior  advantages!— Mud  not  one 
be  led  by  fuch  a  flop  fitoft  pride,  as  I 
SMy  ca?r it,  rn  him  or  her  who  has  it, 
to  miftrull^  the  interhrf  Some  peonie 
nay  indeed  be  afnud,  that  if  they  did 


not  a(yt!tmtf ,  they  «tfould  b«  timmpfecf  if^  ^ 
on .  A  very  narrow  fcrfr,  ho^ffevcr,'#nct  • 
tifey  trample  upon  themfelvea,  wWcail.  * 
fear  th'u.  But  this  man  muft  be  ieeur^» 
that  hntritlity  would  be  an otnicaeDt  iti* 
him..  • 

He  has  talents  indeed:  but  tbofe  t«« 
lents  an«l  his  perfonaladvahts^eea  hav^ * 
been  fijares  to  him.  It  \t  plam  th«y; ' 
have.  And  thi»  Aiews,  that,  weighted  * 
in  zn  eqiral  balante,  he  wooMbe  found  ' 
greatly  warning. 

Had  my  frtends  confided  as  they  did  * 
at  fh-ft,  in  that  difcretion  which  they  do ' 
not  accufe  me  of  berng  defective  in,  £ 
dare  fay  I  (hould  hav€  found  him  out? 
and  then  Oiould  have  been  asrefoluteto* 
difinifs  A/Vf»,  as  I  Was  todiinsifs  others, 
and  as  1  am  never  to  have  Mr.  S^mes^  * 
O  th!at  they  did  but  know  my  heafl!-*^' 
It  (h^ll  fooner  burft,  than  voluntarily,* 
uncompelted,  undriven,  di6late  a  mea-  - 
fure  that  ihall  caft'  a  (kur  either  upoa 
them,  or  upon  my  fex. 

Excufe  me,  my  dear  fritnd,  for  thele 
grave  foliUqMeSt  as  I  may  call  them. 
How  have  I  i-un  from  reflection  to  re- 
flieJn^ion!«»Bot  the  occaiion  is  recent-— 
They  are  all  in  commotion  below  np« 
on  it. 

Shoreyfays,  that  Mr.  Lovelace  watck- 
ed  my  mother's  eye,  aikl  bowed  to  her: 
and  (be  returned  the  compliment.  He 
always  admired  my  mother.  She  would 
not,  I  believe,  have  hated  i&i«r,  had  flie 
not  beenf  i</  to  hate  him;  and  bad  it  n«t 
been  for  fhe  rencounter  between  him  and 
her  only  fon. 

DoAor  Lcwtn  wat  mt church}  mmA' 
obfcrviog,  as  every-oneelfe  did,  the  dif.' 
order  into  which  Mr.  Lovekce'a  np.i  . 
peai^ncehad  pnt  all  our  family,  was  Co 
good  as  to  engage  him  in  converfatioB,- 
when  the  fervice  was  over,  till  they  were 
all  gone  to  theis  coaches^ 

My  uncles  had  my  letters  in  the  morn- 
ing. They,  as  well  a»»nty' father,  mre> 
ntore  and  more  ineenfed  Minft  me,  it  ~ 
feems.  Their  anfwers,  if  they  voucb- 
fafe  to  anfwer  me,  will  demoiiikrate«  I 
doubt  not,  the  onfeafonablenefsof  this 
rafli  ma»*s  prcfenctf  at  our  church. 

They  are  angry  aifo,  as  1  underftuu!, 
with  my  mother,  for  returning  his  com- 
pliment. What  an  enemy  is  h^ved,ev«ir 
to  the  common  forms  of  civility!  which, 
however,  more  diftingtriih  the. ^^jr^r  of 
a  oon^imont,  than  the  rsuhfer.  But 
they  all  fee,  theyfay^  (hat  theneia  b«t  oue* 
way  to  put  an  endco  fata  ialuUs«    Scr  I  • 
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ri  tmd  i«  '%9bat  will  the  r»(k 
IBBB  iw¥«bcficiited  bimicif*  or  mended 

I  am  excremely  appreheobrt  that  ibit , 
wsH«  tbsQ  ghoft-  lUce  appearapceof  bis, 
bodes  fone  fti  11  bolder  ftep.  If  be  come 
r«  (aoci  verjr  dciirous  be  is  of  my 
i  to  come)  I  am  afraid  tbere  will 
beoordcr.  To  avoid  tbat,  if  thicrewere 
■•  other  .way,  I  would  looft  willingly 
be  baded  aitve. 

They  ace  all  in  conTulutioo^Upon  . 
By  IcttierSv  I  fuppofie— So  they  were  in 
themeratogr;  wbicb  occafioned  my  un-  . 
cks  to  be  at  our  cburcb.  I  will  iend  you 
the  copies  of.tbofe  ktters,  as  I  promiied 
i»  mfiaA,  when  I  Hbc  wbctber  I  can  give 
TOO  thetftnfwers  wttb  them.  This  letter 
IS  aU-^X  cannot  tell  what*-  the  cffea  of  . 
sppsefaenAoB  aad-difpleaAire  at  the  man 
wbe.  bas/xcafioned  my  appnebcsrioot. 
Six  lines  weqki  have  contained  all  tbat . 
U-ia  it  to  the  porpoieof  my  Aory. 

Cl.  H. 

Siepitge^'^ffor Mr. Lo«velaci"s account ' 
^bis  behaviour  and  inienUons  in  bit 
^pearanci  at  their  church. 


LETTER    XXXr. 

Mlt.  LOVELACi;   TO    JOHN    BCl- 
FORD,  ESq^ 

MOMDAT*  KAaCH  13. 

IN  rain  deft  thoo  *  and  tby  compeers  . 
oreia  me  to  go  to  town,  while  I  am 
*n  UKh  aniinccrt»flQty  as  1 4m  in  a|.pre-> 
6nt  with  this  voud  beauty.    Ail  the  . 
^fOMid  IJi«vehithe\^o  g«iq«d  with  ber^  • 
IS  entirely  owing  to  ber  concern  for  the  1 
liifiEly  of  people  whom  I  have  reaioo  to 
kaie.-     -  ... 

Write,  then,  tboubtdd^#.nM,  if  I  will ; 
not  comek  Thayt,  indeed,  1  caii.do)  and 
at  well  without  a  fttbje^^t.  as  with  one. . 
AiidwbatibUow»(h(iUbeapcoof.of  it.  • 

The  iady.'s  malevolent  brpther  bat . 
Bow,4f  1  told  thef  at  M.  Hall,  intro- , 
dttced  another  man }  the.  moft  uppro-  / 
«iiinff  iihhts  periibn  a|id  j^aiities,  tbe . 
ftsU  tormidabie  in  hi«  oficrs,  that  hat 
ptt^ppeaired. 

Thit  man  has  by  his  propoials  cap- 


tivatcd  every  foul  of  th«  Hartowct  1 
Soml!  did  I  fay— There  is  not  a  fool 
among  them  but  my  charmer  a:  and 
<he,  withftanding  them  all,  is  aAeally 
confined,  and  otherwiie  maltreated  by 
a  father  the  mqft  gloomy  and  pofitivef 
at  tbe  indigation  of  a  brother  the  moft 
arrogant  and  felfiih^But  tbouknowcft 
their  chandlers  {  and  I  will  not  there* 
fore  fully  my  paper  with  them. 

But  is  it  not  a  confounded  thing  t» 
be  in  love  with  one  who  is  the  daughter, 
the  fider,  the  niece,  of  a  family  f  muft 
eternally  dcfpife?   And,  the  devil  of  \it^  , 
tbat  love  increafing,  with  her— what 
(hall  2  call  it?— It  is  net  fcom— -It  is  not 
pride-^t  is  not  the  infoleoce  of  an  . 
adored  beauly— But  it  is  to  wrtue,  it 
feems,  that  my  difficulties  are  owing} 
and  I  pay  for  oot  being  a  fly  finncr,  an 
byppcrite;  for  being  regardlefsof  my  » 
reputation  $   for  permitting  dander  to 
open  it*s  mouth- againft  me.    But  is  it 
neceflary  for  fuch  a  one  as  I,  who  have 
been  ufed  to  carry  all  before  me,  upon  . 
my  own  terms— I,  who  never  infpired 
a  fear,  that  bad  not  a  difcernibly -pre- 
dominant mixture  of  love  in  it;  to  be 
an  hypocritt?-~WelJ  lays  the  poet-«     • 

*  He  who  £rems  vircuout  does  but  id  a  port) 
'  And  iheu  a  uo(  hi  t  own  nature,  but  bis  »ru* 

Wtll,  but  it  feems  I  mud  praSife  for 
this  art,  if  I  would  fucceed  with  tbts 
truly  admirable  creature!  Butwhy^nrr- 
tife  forit?-— Caiuiot  I  indeed  reform?--*  . 
I  have  but  Me  vice^-Ilave  I,  Jack?^* 
Thou  knoweft  my  heart,  if  any  man 
living  does.  As  far  as  I  know  it  my &lf, 
thou  knoweft  it.  But  it  is  a  curfed  de- 
ceiver^ for  it  has  many  and  manv  a  time  • 
impofed  upon  it's  mafter— A/^<r,  did 
I  fay?  That  am  I  not  now;  nor  have  I . 
been  from  the  moment  I  beheld  this 
angel  of  a  woman.    Prepared,  indeed,  ' 
as  I  was  by  her  chara£^er  before  I  law  :■ 
her:  for  what  a  mind  muft  that  be, 
which  though  not  virtuous  itfelf,  ad- 
mires not  virtue  in  another? — My  vifit . 
to  Arabella,  owing  to  a  roKtaJcc  of  the 
(liters,  into  which,  as  thou  haft  beard 
me  fay,.  I  was  led  by  the  blundering  . 
uncle;  who  was  to  introduce  me  (but 
lately  come  from  abroad)  to  the  dtvi^ 


*  Thde  tentlemen  tSeCteA  wbatthey  caUei  tbe  Roman ftUc  (to^ wit,  the  tbet  and  the  thou) 
■      le  with  them,  to  t«ke  in  good  part 
;  faflsgcswfre  written  in  chit  iiih. 


^  thdt  kctmi-  and  it  was  so  agtved  nilc  with  them,  to  t«ke'in  good  part  whatcv.r  fVee- 
^«MtbeyciMlBdcacK.odMrwith,iftbt|   " 
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wity^  SM I  tboQgbt)  btxti  inftead  of  her, 
carried  me  to  a  mere  mortal.  And 
much  difikulty  had  I>  fo  fond  and  for- 
ward ntv  lady!  to  get  oiF  without  for- 
feiting all  with  a  family  that  I  intended 
AouM  give  me  a  goddefs. 

Ihaveboafted,  that  I  was  once  in 
love  before— And  indeed  I  thought  I 
was.  It  waa  in  my  etftly  manhood'^— ' 
with  that  quality- jilt,  whofe  infidelity 
i  have  vowed  to  revenge  upon  as  many 
of  the  fex  as  (hail  come  into  my  power. 
I  believe,  in  different  climes>  I  have 
•kmdj  facriHced  an  Hecatomb  to  my 
Keme£s«  in  purfuance  of  thi  s  vow.  But 
vpon  recolieAing- what  I  was  then,  and 
comparing  it  with  what  I  fin4  royfelf 
swTt^,  I  cannot  fay  that  I  was  ever  in 
love  before. 

What  was  it  then,  doft  thou  aik  me, 
fiice  the  dilappotntment  had  fuch  effe^s 
vpon  me,  when  I  found  myfelf  jiltedi 
that  I  waa  hardly  kept  in  my  fenres  ?— 
Vr{ky»  1*11  tell  tbee  what,  as  near  as  I 
c^n  remember;  foir  it  was  a  great  while 
•go:—- It^vras— Egad,  Jack,  I  can  hard* 
ly  tell  what  it  was— But  a  vehement  af- 
piration  aftei*  a  novelty,  I  think— 
Thofe  confounded  poets,  with  th4ir 
terrenely-celeftial  defcriptions,  did  as 
much  with  me  as  the  lady,  they  fired 
oiy  imagination,  and  iet  me  upon  a  de- 
fire  to  become  a  goddefs- maker.  I  muft 
sieedt  try  my  new-fledged  pinions  in. 
fonnet,  elogy,  and  madrigal.  I  muft 
have  a  Cynthia,  a  Stella,  a  Sacharifia^ 
as  vi^U  as  the  beilof  them$  darts,  and 
flames,  and  the  devil  knows  what,  muft 
I  give  to  my  Cupid.  I  muft  ci*eate 
beauty,  and  plajce  it  where  nobody  elfe 
could  find  it:  and  many  a  time  have,  I 
been  at  a  lofs  for  ^JkbjeSt  when  my 
new- created  goddeis  has  been  kinder 
tlnn  it  was  proper  for  my  plaintive  fon- 
Bet  that  (he  fliould  be. 

Then  I  had  a  vanity  of  another  fort 
in  my  paflion:  I  found  myfelf  vireU  re- 
ceived among  the  women  in  general ; 
and  I  thought  it  a  pretty  lady-like  ty- 
ranny [I  was  then  very  young,  and  very 
vain!}  to  fingle out  fome  oneoi  the fex, 
to  make  balfafeore  jealous.  And  I  can 
tell  thee,  it  had  it's  effe^:  for  many  an 
eye  have  I  made  to  fparkte  with  rival  in- 
dignation; many  a  cheek  glow;  and 
even  many  a  fan  have  I  caufed  to  be 
fiiappedatafifter^beauiy;  accompanied 


with  a  refleftion  perhaps  atbeSag.  \ 
alone  with  a  wild  young  fellow  i 
could  not  be  in  private  with  boik  \ 
oace» 

In  ihort,  Jack,  it  was  more  pride 
than  love,  as  I  now  find  it,  that  pttt 
me  upon  making  fuch  a  coalbtiiided 
rout  aboot  lofing  this  noble  varietal* 
I  thought  ihe  loved  me  at  leaft  as  wwil^ 
as  I  believed  I  loved  her;  nay,  I  hadt 
the  vanity  to  fuppofe  flie  coulit  ootbeip 
it.    My  friends  were  plea&d  with  tmj 
choice.  ThevwantedmetobeflttcklcdT 
for  early  did  they  doubt  my  morala  «» 
to  the  fex.    They  (aw,  that  the  dan^ 
cing,   the  finging,  the  mufical  ladic0> 
were  all  fond  of  my  company  i  forwiia 
[I  am  in  a  humour  to  be  vain,  I  think  ! 
—for  who]  danced,  who  fmsg,  vrbo  » 
touehed  the  (bing,  whatever  the  iaftna-  - 
ment,  with  a  better-  grace  than   thy  • 
friend  ^ 

I  have  no  notion  of  playing  the  hy- 
pocrite fo  egregioufly,  as  to  pretend  to- 
be  blind  to  qualifications  which  every 
one  fees  and  acknowledges,  Suca 
praife-begging  hypocrify!  Such  affe6l- 
ediy  difclaimed  attributes:  fuch  Con- 
temptible praife-traps! — ^But  yet,  (hall 
my  vanity  extend  only  to  ferfmals^ 
fuch  as  the  gracefulneis  of  dceis,  my 
debonnaire,  and  my  aiTurance— Sel^ 
taught,  felf-acquired,  thefe!— -For  mj^ 
farts ^  I  value  not  myfelf  upon  tham^ 
Thou  wilt  fay,  I  have  no  caufe.^»Per- 
haps  not:  but  if  I  had  anv-thing  va- 
luable as  to  Intel  lefiuals,  tnofe  are  not 
my  own^  and  to  be  proud  of  what  sr 
man  is  aofwerable  tor  the  abnfe  of» 
and  has  no  merit  in  the  right  ufc  of^  is 
to  ftruti  like  the  jay»  in  bmrowed  pin. 
mage. 

But  to  return  to  my  fair  jilt*-I  could 
not  bear,  that  a  woman,  who  was  ^ttn 
firft  that  had  bound  me  in  filken  fetters  , 
[they  were  not  iron  ones,  like  thole  I 
now  wear]  fhould  prefer  a  coronet  to 
me:  and  when  the  bird  was  flown,  1  ^t . 
niort  value  upon  it,  than  when  I  kad 
it  fafe  in  m^  cage,  and  could  vidt  it 
when  I  plealed. 

But  now  am  I  mdeed in  love.     I  ca^ 
thinkof  nothing,  of  nobody,  but  the  di- 
vine    Clarifra   Hariowe— Aoribaur/*-**^ 
How  that  hajted  word  jflicka  i»  my  thraat  ^ 
—But  I  (hall  give  her  for  it  the  name 
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CtlttKA!  OdKitr*s  miiiick  ffi  the  naine, 
Tbt,  Uk*n»f  me  to  in^t  tcadcfnefi, 
MteBf  fanfft  %riAr)>^  ^  fififrlea]Mdf 
life! 

Bnc  toaUh  dion  have  believed  thtt 
l^ritttbisk  it  poiEble  for  me  to  favour 
n  OBcb  as  i  can  be  faTMired$  that  I» 
■hrfia-  ihis  charmiag'  creatui-e  think 
vfiMmiBc;  the  life  9/  kofwtr  for  the 
^tffjkuA$\  could  adopt  thofe  over- 
^dcrliaoof  Otway? 

I  deck  myielf ,  and  leavingthe  three 
Mlbesof  the  foUowing  of  Dryden 
10  Uie  family  of  the  whinersy  find  the 
iQiiuDgs  of  tbepaflion  in  my  ftormy 
M  better  eiprdted  by  the  three  laft. 

<  Uftt  iwMs  mhids  does  varioaAy  Snfpife : 

*  Br  iiis  k  gtatie  Aatarcsgeatle  iiresj 

*  Lib  thtt  of  iflcenfeon  the  altar  laid, 

'  Botngii^  flames  tempeftttoas  fouls  mvade: 

*  A  &C,  wfajch  ev'ry  windy  pa/fion  blows  3 

<  With  pnle  It  mountSy  and  widt  reyengtlt 

And  with  REVENGE  hjbair  glow! 
-For,  deft  thou  think,  that  if  it  were 
sot  from  the  hope,  that  this  ftupid  fa- 
islly  are  all  combined  to  do  my  work 
fiarnic,  I  would  bear  their  infulu?— 
hit  poffible  to  imagifte,  that  I wonM 
be  biaTcd  as  I  am  braved,  threatened 
is'IaiQ  threatened,  bv  thofe  who  afe 
afiraid  to  fise  me;  and  by  this  brutal 
Mwr'too,  to  whom  I  gave  a  life, 
[1  Mt,  indeed,  not  worth  my  takingf] 
m  fnot  a  greater  pride  in  knowing, 
tiut  by  means  of  his  very  fpy  upon 
iKy  Ilm  playing  him  off  as  I  pleaie; 
c«]^  or  infianiing  bia  violent  paflions 
asmaybeft  fuit  my  purpofesj  perrait- 
tiogfomach  to  be  revealed  of  my  life 
and  aftions,  and  intentions,  as  may 
|rrehini  fuch  a  confidence  in  his  double- 
need  age6t,  as  (halfenable  me  to  dance 
liis  employer  upon  my  own  wires  f 

Tbis  it  is  that  makes  my  pride  mount 
shove  my  rtfentmen  t.  By  thi  s  engine, 
*^'  fpriags  I  am  continually  oiling, 
Ijii  them  ail  off.  The  bufy  old  tar- 
fsi  I  ancle  I  make  but  my  ambaffador 
<o  (  sea  Annabetla  tiowe,  to  engage 
fc»  rexample-fiJcetoher  princefsly 
fc  er)  tofoin  in  their  caufe,  and  to 
jfe  to  authority  they  are  refolved, 
^     '  wrong,  (or  I  c«uld  do  nothing) 

^  t  my  motive,  doft  thou  aik? 

^        ban  tbis^  That  my  beloved 


Ihall  find  noprote5lidn  out  of  my  familyi 
for,  if  I  knowi^^j,  fly  fhe  muft,  or  have 
the  man  Ihe hates.  This,  therefore,  if 
I  take  my  meafures  right,  and  my  fa- 
miliar fail  me  not,  will  fecure  her  minc» 
in  fpite  of  them  all ;  in  fpite  of  her  ow« 
inflexible  heart:  mine,  without  condi- 
tion; without  r^ormation  promiies; 
without  the  neceflity  of  a  ficge  of  years, 
perhaps  J 'and  to  be  even  then,  afttr 
wearing  the  guile  of  a  merit -doubting 
hypocrify,  at  an  uncertainty,  upon  a 
probation  unapproved  of — X^"  ^^^ 
I  have  all  therafcalsandrafc^Resoftife 
family  come  creeping  to  me :  I prefcrib- 
i  ng  to  them ;  and  bringing  that  ford  id  1^- 
imperions  brother  to  kneel  at  the^fool- 
ftool  of  my  throne. 

All  my  fear  arifes  from  thelittlehoM 
I  have  in  the  heart  of  this  charmiiq^ 
froft-piece;  fuch  a  conftantglow  upon 
her  lovely  features  5  eyes  fo  fparklin^j 
limbs  fo  divinely  turned^  health  fo  flo- 
rid; youth  fo  blooming;  air  fo  ani* 
mated— To  have  an  heart  fo  impene- 
trable: and  /,  the  hitherto  fuccefsful 
Lovelace,  the  addrefler^^How  can  it 
be?  Yet  there  are  people,  and  I  hate* 
talked  with  fome  of  them,  who  remem- 
ber that  (he  was  bom.  Her  nurfc  Nor- 
ton boafts  of  her  maternal  offices  in 
'her  earlieft  infancy;  and  in  her  educa- 
tion -vraJatim,  So  that  there  is  full 
proof,  that  fhe  came  not  from  above  dl 
at  once  an  anc^l !  How  then -can' Ihe  be 
fb  impenetrable  ? 

But  here's  her  mfftalce;  nor  will  Hie 
be  cured  of  it — She  takes  the  man  fhe 
calls  her  father;  [her  mother  had  been 
faultlef^,  had  flie  not  been  her  father's 
wife]  fhe  takesthe  men  fhe  calls  her 
uncles;  the  fellow  fhe  calls  her  bro- 
ther; and  the  poor  contenjptible  SSc 
calls  her  filler;  to  be  her  father,  to^  be 
her  uncles,  her  brother,  her  filler;  add 
that,  as  fuch,  fhe  owes  to  fome  of  them 
reverence,  to  others  rcfpeft,  let  them 
treat  her  ever  £0  cruelly! — Sordid  tieil 
—Mere  cradle -prejud ices  !-^For  htfi 
they  not  been  impofed  upon  her  by  Na- 
ture, when  fhe  was  in  a  perverfe  hu« 
monr,  or  could  fhe  have  chofen  her  re- 
lations, would  any  ef  tbefe  have  beei^ 
among  them  ? 

How  my  heart  rifes  at  her  preference 
of  thern^  to  me,  when  fhe  is  convinced  of 
their  injuflice  to  met  Convinced,  that 
the  alliance  would  do  honour  to  them 
all— herfelf  excepted;  to  whom  every 
one  owes^  honour;  and  from  whom  tha 
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o»oft  princely  rami!^  might  receive  it. 
But  bowmucU.mwevKili  my  lie^rt  rife 
with  indignation  againd  her,  if  I  find 
.  Hit  heHtates  t>ut  one  momeat  (however 
perfccuted)  about  preferring  mc  to  the 
inan  iheavowedly  nates !  But  (he  can- 
.HOC  fureiy  be  fo  mean  a^  to  purchafe 
tier  peace  with  them  at  (b  dear  a  rate. 
She  cannot  give  a  fan&ion  to  projefls 
formed  in  malice,  and  founded  in  a  fel- 
lifiiiiers  (a»d  that  at  her  own^  expence) 
which  ihe  h^s  fptrit  enough  to  defpife 
in  otber»j  and  ought  to  dlfayow,  that 
•  wc  may'  not  think  her  a  Harlovre. 

By  this  incoherent  ramble  thou  wilt 
gsithier»  that  {  am  not  lik^Jy  to  come 
.op in  hafte;  (Ince  I  muft  endeavour firft 
to  obtain  Tome  aAurance  f^om  the  be- 
Jbred  of  my  foul,  that  I  (hall  not  be 
^rificed  to  fuch  a  wretch  at  Solmesl 
Woe  be  to  the  fair-one,  if  ever  flie  be 
^rrveu  into  my  power,  (for  I  defpair  of 
a  voluntary  impulfe  in  my  favour)  ;9nd 
.  %  find  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  thi»  fe- 
curity. 

That  her  indifTerence  to  me  is  not 
pwing  to  the  fuperior  liking  (he  has  for 
^n^  other  man,  is  what  rivets  my  chains: 
but  take  care,  fair-one ^  take  cai-c,  © 
tboo  moft  exalted  of  female  minds, ^nd 
and  loveliell  of  perlbns.  how  thou  de- 
baieil  thyfelf^  by  encouraging  fuch  a 
(Competition  as  thy  fordid  relations  have 
&ton  foot  tn  mere  malicje  to  met'— Thou 
wilt  fay  I  rave.    And  fo  I  do— 

f  Ftnjition  catch  my  fool,  but  \  i/0  love  her!* 

Elfe,  could  I  bear  the  perpetual  re- 
vilings  of  her  implacable  family  ?— 
.  Elpif  could  I  bafely  creep  about-r-nother 
proud  father*s  hoiufe — but  his  paddock 
-—and  garden -walls?— Yet  (a  quarter 
of  a  jnile>  diftance  b^^tween  us)  not 
looping  to  behold  the  leaft  glimpfe  of  her 
^adow  ?— £^,  (hould  I  think  myfelf 
repaid,  amply  repaid,  if  the  fourth,  fifth, 
orfij^th  midnight  ftroll,  through  unfre- 
fluented  paths,  and  ovpv  brjery  inclo- 
,  lures,afFordsnDcafew cold  lipes;  the  even 
MXfeSed  purport  only  to  let  me  know, 
that  die  values  the  mod  worthlefs  perfon 
of  her  very  worthlefs  family,  more  than 
ihe  values  me;  and  that  flie  would  not 
write  at  all,  but  to  Fnduce  me  to  bear 
Jnfults,  wl^ich  un-map  me  to  bear?-^ 
My  lodging  in  (he  intermediate  way,  at 
a  wretched  alehoufe;  diiguifed  like  an 
ini^ateof  it:  accommodations  equally 
viic,  ai^thoi'el  met  with  in  my  Weft- 
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phalian  journey.  It  lA  wdl,  tbttt  tllv 
neceHity  ior  all  this  arifes  not  from 
fcqrn  and  tyranny  I  b«^  is  irft  iTnp<!>ft4 
upon  herfelfl 

But  was  ever  hero  inromance  (li^lit- 
Ing  with  giants  and  dragons ejccepred^ 
calle-i  Qfjon  to  harder  trials?— Fortuna 
and  family,  and  revet ftonary  crraiicteur, 
on  my  fide!  Such  a  wretched  fell^^wir  tny 
competitor  !->Mu(l  I  trot  be  deplortibly 
in  love,  th^t  can  go  throtigh  thcfc  dif* 
ficulties,  encounter  thefe 'ConcempCft? 
—By  my  foul,  I  am  ha]f.alham«d  of 
myfelf:  I,  who  am  perjured  tt>o,  by- 
priori  ty  of  obligation,  if  I  an*  fai tnfitl 
to  any  woman  in  the  world ! 

•  And  yet,  v^fhy  fay  I,  I  am  half- 
afhamed  ?— Is  it  nor  a  glory  to  love  hrr 
wh9m  eve/y-one  who  ftes  hep,-ettber 
loves,  or  reveres,  or  both?  l^rydea 
fay»— 

*  The  caufe  of  love  can  ncTer  be  alCgr.M; 

*  Tis  in  no  face— but  in  the  lover*ji  xnindv* 

•—And  Cowley  thus  addrefTes  beautw 
as  a  mere  imaginary— 

'  Beauty!  rhou  wld  ftntaftick  tpe,' 
•*  Who  doft  in  cvVy  counirychange  thy  £h»pe»7 

*  Here  black;  there brow'>j  here  tawny  ^  ftiiA 

*  there  white; 

*  Thou  fljtt'rer!  who  omply'ft  with   cv*sv 

«  fight!         ^  ^ 

*  Who  haii  no  certain  what,  nor  Waere^* 

But  both  thefe,  bad  they  been  her  co^ 
temporaries »  and  known  her,  wrouiit 
'have  coiifvfTcd  themfelves  miftaJccn  s 
and,  taking  together  perfon,  mind»  a.n^ 
behaviour,  would  have  acknowled^eci 
the  juflue  of  the  univerfal  voice  in  hcc^ 
favour. 

>*  Full  many  a  lady 
<  Tve  ey'd  withbeft  regard;  and  many  a  ticne 
'  Th*  harmony  of  their  tongues  bath  io^ 

*  bondage 

*  Brought  my  too  dUigent  ear.    Tor  fr^^r^ 

*  virlues 

*  Have  I  Iikcd/i-<i/*r«f/ women*  Never  any 

*  With  fo  full  ibul,  but  fome  defed  in  hc^ 

*  Did  quarrel  with  the  nobleft  grace  ihe  ow*d 

*  And  put  it  to  the/ i/.  But  sbx! — O  sv^f 

*  So  perfed  and  fo  peerlefs  is  created, 

*  Of  ev*ry  crcacure*s  beft,* 

SUAKKSP. 

Thou  art  curious  to  know,  if.  I  have 
not  ftarted  a  new  gam^  ?— If  it  be  por-> 
/ible  for  fo  univerfal  a  lover  to  be  eon« 
fined  fo  long  to  one  obje^l  f  Thou  li^iiow^ 
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t§  ttoM^g  of  tliit  etkanning  treMtn^ 
0(fll  tWB  caaH  pat  fiicli  <{Qeftioiii  toi 
liie}  or  diinkcfttbookifoweft  me  better. 
Ifcap  ihmg  dot.  AH  ri)at*s  excellent  in 
krfaeis  thishrif  !*— Utttil  bjr  matki* 
ItoatAL,  or  E^AL  intimaciet,  I  have 
foondha  iefi  tkM  ai^flf  iti$impofi« 
ble to  tUnk  of  znv  ot  ber.  Then  there 
wn  lb  many  ihsiiMt^pet  to  fuch  a  &irif 
as  nine  tn  this  affair,  hefidislwti  fucl( 
a  field  for  Ifaatagetn  and  coatntance. 
^Akk  cbott  knowefttobe  the  delight  of 
mf  heart.  Then  th^  rewarding  end  of 
all!— To  canr  odTfoch  a  girl  as  tfaii^ 
ia  fbtteof  aU  her  watcbfbl  and  impla- 
cable firiends  i  and  in  fphe  of  a  pm- 
dence  and  referre  that  I  never  met  with 
,  in  any  of  the  lex :— -What  a  triumph  I 
^-Wttat  a  tnnmph  over  the  wbotc  fine! 
—And  then  foch  a  revenge  to  jpatifyj 
which  it  only  at  prefent  pditicallv  rein* 
td  tVt  eventually  to  break  forth  whli 
the  greattr  fnry— >I&  it  poflSble,  thinkeft 
dun,  that  ^ere  can  be  room  for  a 
cboiq;htthal  sa  not^her,  and  dBVQffe4 
If  her? 

«       • 

Bt  the  advices  I  have  this  moment 
reeei^nd,  I  havereaibn  to  think,  that  I 
tell  have  occafion  for  thee  here.  Hola 
thyfelf  in  readineli  to  come  down  upon 
the  firft  fnmmont. 

Lrt  Beltoo,  and  Mowbray^  am) 
Tottrflle,  likewife  prepare  thcmftlves. 
I  have  a  ffreat  mind  to  contrive  a  me- 
thod'to  fend  James  Harlowe  to  travel 
for  improvement.  Never  was  there 
liooby-fi|uire  that  more  wanted  k.  CoM' 
tri^fe  It,  did  I  iav  ?  I  have  akready  oon- 
trivcdit;  could  I  but  put  it  in  execution 
vrithoot  being  (nlpefted  to  have  aband 
in  it.  This  I  am  relblved  upon;  if  I 
have  not  iM/fiert  I  will  hate  bim. 

Bat  be  this  as  it  may,  there  is  a  pi«- 
lent  Rkelihood  of  room  forgitmiu  mif- 
cfaicf.  A  confederacy  had  been  for 
fime  timf  formed  againft  mes  bat  the 
uncles  and  the  nephew  are  mow  to  be 
double  •  iervantcd ;  IfinU  -  fetVante^ 
Acy  were  belore]  and  thofe  ftrvanta 
aie  to  be  dntU-uw/td  when  thev  at* 
tendthdrmafieiaabnMuf.  Hkismdi- 
caiet  dittr  leibtnte  enmity  to  aa^  an(( 
as  refelnte  fhvoar  to  Solmttk 

The  rcislbnad  orders  for  this  hofttl^ 
appantua  are  owing  it  leems  to  a  vifit  I 
mne  yeterduT  to  their  church— 4^ 
I  flEai^  to  begin  a  recon^- 

iaTj^  iipposbg  the  heads  of  the 

'vaaXj  to  M  dmnify  and  that  diey 


meant  finnething  by  Aetr  prayers..  My 
honea  were  to  have  aft  rnvhatton  (or, 
atleafty  to  gain  a  pretence)  toaccom<» 
paay  home  tae  gloomy  firei  and  lb  get 
•n  OjpportiiAi^  to  lee  my  goddcfsj  for 
I  befirved  they  durft  not  but  be  Won/  to 
floe,  at  leaft.  But  they  were  filled  with 
terror  it  icems  at  my  entrancq  a  terroc 
fliey  could  not  get  over.  I  £iw  it  in- 
deed in  their  countenancesi  and  that 
they  all  ckpeAed  fomething  extraordi- 
nary to  follow.— And  fo  It  J^uld  have 
done,  had  I  been  more  furt  than  I  am 
of  their  daa^ter*i  favour.  Yet  not  a 
hair  of  any  of  their  llupid  heads  do  X 
hktend  to  hurt. 

Yott  (hall  all  have  yonr  direftions  in 
arriting,  if  there  be  occalion.  Hot  af- 
ter all,  I  dart  fay  there  will  be  no  need 
but  to  tew  your  faces  in  mv  company* 

8uch  faces  never  could  four  men 
tew«»Mowbray*s  ib  fierce  and  fo 
fighting!  BfAton's  lb  pert  and  fo  pirop- 
]t}  TourviJIe*s  fo  fair  and  fo  foppiii; 
tnine  lb  rough  and  (b  reibUite:  and  / 
your  leader!— What  hearts,  akhouah 
meditatiifg  hoftility,  muft  thofe  be 
which  welhall  not  appall  ?-»Bacb  maf 
occafionaHy  attended  hj  a  ftrvant  oc 
two,  long  ago  chofen  ror  qualities  re* 
lemVling  thole  of  his  mafter. 

Thus»  Jack,  as  thou  defireff,  bavf 
T  written.— Written  upon  Ibancthing^ 
ifpon  nothtngi  upon  rcvbhok,  wbic^ 
I  love  I  upon  tovE,  which  I  hate* 
hemrtiif  ha<e«  bccaufe  it  is  my  mafter  | 
and  upon  the  devil  knows  what  befidesi 
^-foTy  looking  back,  I  am  amated  at 
the  length  of  it.  TUm  mayeft  read  it  t 
/  wnuldnot  for  a  king*s  ranfom— >But 
lb  as  I  do  la/  write,  thoo  layeft  thou 
wfiltbepleaiU. 

Be  pleafed  then.  I  c$mmtmi  thee  to 
bt  pleafed  i  if  not  for  the  writer's  or 
written*s  fidte,  for  thv  wonTs  fake. 
And  fb  in  the  royal  ftyle  (for  am  I  not 
likely  to  be  thy  king  and  thy  emperor 
in  the  gttat  affair  before  us?)  I  bid 
thee  very  heartily 

X.BTTBR    XXXII. 

aUSS  CtAB.|«t A  NAALOWI,  TO  II1S4 
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TvatDAT,  MAaca  14. 

1.  Now  lend  von  copies  of  my  letteva 
to  my  nncTes!  with  their  tnfwers. 
Bt  pleafed  to  rstnm  Uie  latter  by  the 
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Crft  depofit.    I  ktve  tbem  for  ytiu  to 

make  remarks  upon.     /  (hall  make 
Aooe. 


*  TO  JOHN  HARLdWB,  IS<^ 

*«AT.  MARC^  II. 

*  A  LLOW  mc,  my  honoured  fe- 
^  «  cond  papa,  as  in  my  happy 

*  days  you  taught  me  to  call  you,  to 

*  implore  your  intci-eft  with  my  papa, 

*  to  engage  him  to  difpenfe  with  a 
^  command,  which,  if  mlifted  upon. 
»  will  deprive  me  of  my  fi-ee-will,  and 

*  make  me  miferable  for  my  whole 

*  life. 
*  For  my  nvboU  life!  let  me  repeats 

*  is  that  a  fmall  point,  my  dear  uncle, 

*  to  give  up?  Am  not  /  to  live  with 
«  the  man  >  Is  any-body  elfe?  Shall  I 

*  not  therefore  be  allowed  to  judge  for 
^  myfclf,  whether  I  cOn^  or  cannot , 

*  live  bappiiy  with  him  ? 
'  Should  It  be  ever  fo  unhappUjf  will 

*  it  he  prudence  to  complain,  or  appeal? 

*  If  it  were,  to  whom  could  I  appeal 
<  with  eff^Sl  againft  a  hulband?  And 
■^  would  not  the  invincible  and  avowed 

*  diflike  T  have  for  him  at  fitting  out, 
^  Teem  to  iuftify  any  ill  ufiige  from  him, 
«  in  that  ft  ate  ^  were  I  to  be  ever  foob- 

*  fervant  of  him?  And  if  I  were  to  be 
«  at  all  obfervant  of  him,  it  muft  be 
^  from  fear,  not  love. 
'  *  Once  more,  let  me  repeat,  That 
«  this  is  not  a  fmatt  point  to  give  up  : 
•and  that  it  is  for  life.    Why,  I  pray 

*  you,  good  Sir,  fhould  I  be  mademi- 
■«  ferable  for  life?  WTiy  fliould  I  be 

*  deprived  of  all  comfort,  but  that 
^  which  the  hope  that  it  would  be  a 
'.  very  ihort  one,  would  afford  me? 

*  Marriage  \^  a  very  folemn  engage- 

*  ment,  enough  to  make  a  young  crea- 
7  ture's  heart  ache,  with  the  b^  pro- 
'•  fpe^s,  when  (he  thinks  ferioufly  of 
«  it! — To  be  ei  veo  up  to  a  (trange  man  j 
^  to  beengraficd  into  a  ftrangc  family; 
f  to  jyjve  up  her  very  name,  as  a  mark 
** '  of  her  becoming  his  abfolute  and  de- 

*  pendent  property;  to  be  obliged  to 

*  prefer  this  ftiange  man  toCitkier,  mo- 

*  ther — to  every-body: — and  his  hu- 

*  moors  to  all  her  own— Or  to  contend 

*  perhaps,  in  breach  of  a  vowed  duty, 

*  for  every  innocent  inftance  of  free- 

*  will—To  go  no  whither^  to  make 
'*  acquaintance^  to  give  up  acquaioC* 


*  anee;  to  renounce  cm  die  ^IrtSeft. 
'  friendfliips  parhaps}  all  at  his  p Ua-> 

*  fure,  whether  flie  think  it  reafonable 
'  to  do  fo  or  not:  furely.  Sir,  a  yottng. 

*  creature  ought  not  to  be  obliged  to 

*  make  all  thefe  facrifices  but  for.  fuch 

*  a  man  as  (he  can  love.— If  ihe  bc» 

*  how  fad  muft  be  the  cafcl— How  x»l- 

*  ierable  the  life,  if  it  be  called  life  J 
*  I  wi(h  I  could  obey  you  all.  What 

*  a  pleafure  would  it  be  to  me,  if  I 

*  couldl— Aforry  firfl^  and  love  'ivill 

*  come  after ^  was  laid  by  one  of  my 

*  deareft  friends:  butthisisafliockiog 
'  afl*ertton.     A  thoufimd  things  may 

*  happen  to  make  that  (btc  but  barely 
'  tolerable,  whet«  it  is  entered  into 
<  with  mutual  t^ffeBiwiz  whattnuft  it 

*  then  be,  where  the  hu(band  can  have 

*  00  confidence  in  the  love  of  his  wife^ 
^  but  has  reafon  rather  to  tiueftion  it» 

*  from  the  preference  he  limfelf  be- 
'  lieves  Ihe  would  have  given  to  Ibroe* 

*  body  elfe,  had  flie  had  her  own  op* 

*  tion?  What  doubts,  what  jealouiiess 
'  what  want  of  tendernefs,  what  un- 

*  favourable  prapoflTcflions,  will  there 

*  be,  in  a  matrimony  thus,  circiun- 
'  ftanced!  How  will  every  look,  every 

*  aftion,  even  the  moft  innocent,    be 

*  liable  to  mifconflru^ion  I — While, 

<  on  the  other  hand,  an  indifference,  a 
f  carelefTnefs  to  oblige,  may  take  place ; 

*  and  fear  only  can  conftrain  even  an 
'  atfearance  of  what  ought  to  be  the 

*  effe£l  of  undifguifed  love! 
«  Think  ferioufly  of  thefe  things, 

*  dearjgood  Sir,  and  reprefent  them  to 

*  my  father  in  that  ftrong  light  which 
'  the  fubje£k  will  bear;  but  in  which 

<  my  fex,  and  my  tender  years  and  in- 

*  experience,  will  not  permit  me    to 

*  pamtit;  and  ufe  your  powerful  inte* 

*  reft,  that  your  poor  niece  may  not  be 

<  configned  to  a  mifery  fo  durable. 
*  I  offered  to  engage  not  to  marry  at 

<  all,  if  that  condition  may  be  accept- 

*  ed.     What  a  difgrace  is  it  to  me  to 

*  be  thus  fequeftered  from  company, 
'  thus  baniihed  my  papa*s  and  roam- 

<  ma'^s  prefencej  thus  flighted  and  de- 

*  ferted  by  you.  Sir,    and  my  other 

*  kind  Oaclel  And  to  be  lundere<l 
'*  from  attending  at  that  publick  wor- 

*  fhip,  which,  wtre  I  out  of  the  way 

<  of  my  duty,  would  he  moft  likely 
'  *  to  red  uce  me  into  the  right  path  a^ain ! 
-«  .^Is  this  the  way.  Sir;  can  tbti  be 

*  thought  to  be  the  way  to  be  takea 

.<  with 
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witlra  flreesml  oven  fpirit?  May  not 
this  Change  method  nthcr  hirden 
ihAi  orovince?  I  cannot  bear  to  li^e 
i«  ^ifgncc  thtist  the  veiy  fenrantt  fo 
biBlv  pennittcd  to  be  onder  my  own 
diredioiiy  luirdiy  4%nn^  to  fpeak  to 
AM)  my  own.  fcrram  difcardcd  with 
high  maikt  of  undeferved  fufpicion 
and  dtljplcafiire,  and  ray  (sfter*a  maid 
Sec  over  mc* 

«  Tlw  matter  may  be  too  far  fmihed. 
■■■liidecd  it  may.— And  tbeti,  per> 
bapa,  cvery-one  will  be  ibrry  for  their 
porta  in  it. 

*  May  I  be  permitted  to  mention  an 
expedient ?-— If  I  «ir  to  be  watched, 
bBBfiMttv  and  confined;  fuppofe,  Sir, 
k  were  to  be  at  jwnr  hooie>->-Then 
tlw  ncighbonring  gentry  will  the  left 
wvndcr,  that  the  perfon  of  whom  they 
nfed  to  think  to  favourably,  appear 
not  at  church  here;  and  that  ihe  re* 
ceivednot  their  vifitt. 
'  I  hope  there  can  be  no  objefiion 
to  this.     You  nied  to  lore  to  have 
me  with  you.  Sir,  when  all  went 
ha^ify  with  met  and  will  you  not 
BOW  permit  me,  in  my  troubles^  the 
f99€nr  of  your  houfe,  till  all  this 
di^»leafureDea(Verblown>— Upon  my 
word.    Sir,   1  will  not  ftir  out  of 
doofa,  if  you  require  the  contrary  of 
mtz  nor  will  1  fee  any-body,  but 
whom  you  will  allow  me  to  fee;  pro- 
vided Mr.  Solmes  be  not  brought  to 
periccnte  me  there. 
*  Procare,  then,  this  favour  for  me; 
if  you  cannot  procure  the  ftill  great- 
er, diat  of  a  happy  reconciliation; 
f  which  nevertheleu  I  prefume  to  hope 
for,  if^ar  will  be  fo  ^ood  at  to  plead 
for  ma)  and  you  will  then  add  to 
tlMiefoo«ra,and  to  that  indulgence, 
which  have  bound  me,  and  will  for 
ever  bind  me  to  be  jour  dutiful  and 
Mgedmfce, 

•  CLAHIStAHARLOWB.* 
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'  T  T  gricvct  me  to  be  forced  to  deny 
:  ^  *•  you  any-thing  you  aik.  Vet  it 
^  mM0  br  (6i  for  umeft  you  can  bring 
9  jour  mind  to  oblige  us  in  this  one 


■  point,  in  which  our  oromifes  and 
«  nonour  were  en^gcd  before  we  be* 

*  lieved  there  could  be  fo  fturdy  an  op- 

*  poiicion,  you  muft  never  expert  to  oe 

*  what  vou  have  been  to  ui  all.  , 

*  In  thort,  niece,  we  are  ap  imhat» 
«  tied  phalanx.  Your  reading  makes 
«  you  a  ftnnger  to  nothings,  but  what 

*  you  Ibould  be  moft  acquainted  with 

*  ^»So  you  will  fee  by  that  expreflion, 

*  that  we  are  not  to  be  y»ierced  by  your 

*  pcrfuafion«,  and  invincible  pctfift- 
<  ence.  We  have  agreed  all  to  bf 
'  moved,  or  jmm;  and  not  to  comply 

*  without  one  another.     So  you  know 

*  your  deftiny:  and  h:ive  nothing  tQ 
'  do  but  to  yield  to  it. 

*  Let  me  tell  you,  the  virtue  of  obe* 

*  dience  lies  not  in  obliging  when  yoU 
'  can  be  obliged  again^But  pve  up 

*  an  inclination,  and   there  is  fomtf 

*  merit  in  that. 

*  As  to  your  expedient;  you  fhall 

*  not  come  to  my  houfe,  Mifs  Clarv; 

*  though  this  is  a  prayer  I  little  thought 

*  I  ever  Ihould  have  denied  you :  for 

*  were  you  to  keep  your  word  as  to  lee- 

*  ing  nobody  but  whom  we  plcalc,  yet 

*  can  you  nvrite  to  fomebody  clfe,  and 

*  receive  letters  frotn  him.     This  we 

*  too  well  know  you  can,  and  have 

*  done— More  is  the  Ihame  and  the 

*  pity! 

*  7011  offer  to  livefmgle,  Mifs— /f^ 

*  wilh  you  married :  but  bccaufe  you 

*  may  not  have  the  man  your  heart  is 
'  fet  upon,  why,  truly,  you  will  have 

*  nobody  we  (hall  recommend.  And 
■  as  we  know,  that  fo«nchow  or  other 

*  you  correfpond  with  him,  or  at  leaft 

*  did;  as  long  as  you  could;  and  as  he 
<  defies  us  all,  and  would  not  dare  to 

*  do  fo,  if  he  were  not  furc  of  you  in 

*  fpitc  of  us  all;  (which  is  not  a  little 

*  vexatious  to  us,  you  muft  think)  we 

*  are  refolved  to  fruftrate  him,   and 

*  triumph  over  him,  rather  than  that 

*  he  ihould  triumph  over  us :  that  is 
«  one  word  for  all.  So  cxpeft  not  any 
*'  advocatefliip  from  me :    I   will   not 

*  plead  for  you;  and  that's  enough. 

*  From  jour  difpleafed  uncle ^ 

«  Jo"N  Harlowe» 

«  P^.  S.  For  the  reft,  I  refer  to  my  bro- 
^  thcr  Antony/ 

...  -     .  N»  •to 
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<  TO  ANT9MY  HARLOWl,  £9(^ 


<  SATVftOAT,  UA%Cn  tU 
<   ROMOVtKD  SIB9 

I.  A  S  vou  have  thou|;bt  fit  1m  (twwr 
•"•  *Mr.  Splmes  with  your  particu* 
lar  recommendatioa^  and  wai  very 
esrneJliBhis  behalf,  ranking  bini  (a$ 
jpa  told  me  upon  introducing  him  to 
me)  among  your  (bled  friendsi  and 
oapc6Hng  my  r^ards  to  him  accord* 
inely;  I  beg  your  patience*  while  I 
c&T  a  few  things,  out  of  many  that 
1  could  offinr,  to  your  feriottt  conli- 
deration,  on  oceauon  of  his  addnfi 
to  me,  if  r  am  to  uft  that  word.  1 
.  *  I  am  charged  with  prepoifeilioa  in 
another  nerfon's  favour.  Vou  will 
be  pleaied,  Sir,  to  reoiemjiert  that 
tiU  my  brother  returned  from  Scot« 
land,  that  other  perfon  was  not  ab<i 
folutely  difoouragedy  nor  was  I  for- 
bid  to  receive  bis  vifits,  I  believe  it 
will  not  be  pretended,  thAi  in  btrth» 
•ducation,  or  perlbnal  andowmants^ 
a'  compariibn  can  be  made  between 
the  two.  And  only  let  me  aik  vou. 
Sir,  if  the  one  would  have  been 
thought  of  for  me,  had  he  not  made 
fucb  oliert,  at,  upon  mr  word,  I 
think,  /  ought  not  in  juvice  to  ac* 
cent  of,  nor  hi  to  propofe:  ofm^ 
wnich  if  bi  bad  not  made,  I  dare 
iay,  my  f^a  would  not  have  re« 
quired  them  of  him* 

<  But  the  one,  it  feems,  has  many 
faults :— is  the  othef^ic/^/«»The 
prindpal  diingobjeoed  to  Mr.  Love« 
lace  (and  a  very  mexcuiable  poe)  is^ 
tbat  be  is  ioMnoral  in  his  lovM'>'Is 
not  the"  other  in  hts  hatreds  ?«^Navi 
as  I  may  &y,  in  his  loves  toog  (tha 
obje£k  only  diflferin|^)  if  tbi  Um  tf 
pimuf  be  tbf  ro9t  of  ml  iwl, 

*  Kit,  Sin  if  I  am  prcpoflcflcdt 
what  has  Mr.  Solmes  to  hopeforF-* 
Why  fliould  he  pcrfevtref  What 
mud  I  think  of  the  man  who  would 
wtlh  me  to  be  his  wife  againft  mv  in* 
clinatioo?*«>Andls  it  not  a  very  Mrih 
thing  for  my  friends  to  defira  to  fet 
me  married  to  one  I  cdnm>t  love,  whan 
thcy  will  not  be  pedbaded  but  that 
there  is  one  whom  I  ^  love? 

<  Treated  as  I-  aoit  now  iatht  tittit 
for  me  to  ^^eak  out,  or  iiavar««— Let 
mtf  review  what  it  is  Mr.  8ohnes  de- 
pends upon  on  tUi  occafioa.    Ooai 


he  beh'eve,  tbat  the  diJgpc*  < 
(uffiN'oo  hisaocounty  will  give  jl 
merit,  with  me?  poes  he  think  it  ^ 
fny  efte«m,  through  mv  «n«lea  i 
nefs  .to  aiei  hy  my  orothar^o 
temptuous.  uXage^  bv  ary.&ter*a  1 
^Lindnefsi  by  Ming.deni«d  to  iriiU*  fo^ 
be  viiited)  and  to  ooireipond  witli  avajP 
9ho^  friend^aithoogfa  a  perjfon  of aasa  •• 
exceptionable  honour  and  pnldeiac>eA 
andof  myowofaxf  aay^aitttD-b« 
torn  trom  me,  and  another  iecrMU-le% 
over  me$  to  be  con^oed,  like  •  pri- 
(oner,  to  narrow  and  dilj^icalVif  ti^ 
mits,  in  ordar  mtvwedif  to  ' " 

me^  and  to  break  my  fpirit$ 
turned  out  ^f  that  nmilf  • 
ment  whi^  I  loved,  and 
greater  pleafure  in  it,  beenuft  it  1 
an  eafe^  as  I  thoueht,  to  my  inaiDima^ 
and  what  mjr  fiBer  dioft  jsot^  wn^ 
yet,  though  time  hangs  heavy  vpsMt 
my  hand«,  to  be  lb  put  ovt.of  m^y 
eonric,  that  I  have  aa  little  indis*^ 
tion  as  liberty  to  purfue  any  of  may 
choice  delights?— Are  theie  Aepane* 
ceflary  to  i«duca  ipe  to  a  lavvl  io  kwr^ 
as  to  make  oae  a.  fit  wife  for  this  marnf 
---Yet  thcfe  are  all  he  can  haw  t<» 
truft  to— And  if  his  i«lianea  ia  ait 
thefe  meafm-es,  I  would  have,  him  t» 
know,  thai  he  miftakes  tmmkmfswBi^ 
genttenefs  of  difpofition  for  firvUitjt 
and  brfinefs  of  heart. 

<  I  befeech  yon.  Sir,  xp  tetthe«n« 
tuial  turn  and  bent  of  his  mad  antf 
mj  mind  be  confideredi  what  are  his  > 
qualities,  by  which  he  wonld  hope  ta 
win  my  efteem?-»I>ear,.dear  Sir»  if  I 
4»Nr  to  be.  compelledj  let  it  ba  in  fit* 
vour  of  a  man  that  canjnad  and  writ* 
—That  can  tui€h  melb«icthiagt  lor 
vrhata  hoftandmnft  that  man  nMJte> 
who  can  do  nothing  but  coaiwiad  % 
and  needs  himfetf  the  intmAmi  lift 
fliourd  be  qualified  to  giya  ? ..     . 

*  I  may  be  conceited«  Sir;  I  may  b^ 
vmn  of  mf  little  reading}  of  oijf 
writings  as  of  late  I  have  more  than 
once  Men  told  I  ann-But,  Sir,  tho 
m«re  unequal  the  prbpoied  matdi*  if 
lbs  the  better  opinion  I  have  of  idt* 
Mf,  the  worft  I  mnft  iMve  cS  hiaii 
and  the  more  vMt  ate  iM  fior  eacli 
other. 

<  Indeed*  Sir>  1  flnft  finr^  I  tkmig^ 
my  frieada  had  pttt  abigjervtlwap* 
oiine.    l^d^f  bmfhf rpiiJaBneii  nny.€f^ 

fiidl  falae,  that 
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laMaMBt't  dUitfs  «Bt  proii- 
L  '  Cm  this  fcc|  mJ  fuck  aribatt 
fttMr.  Solmctbeintisdalforinef  ' 
«  As  to  bi»  ptvpoicd  fenicmeotit  I 
Imm  1  ftall  ttot  tDeur  your  gicater 
dyplttfw«»  if  I  hy,  i»i»t  afi  wh6 
kaowncfasvevcito  to  think,  (and 
iiMe  iHve  tifhrMtd  me  for)  tiuie  I 
dr^yk  4Mle  moiittt.  Dear,  dta^ 
Sir,  wfcttare  CetcIeoitBtt  to  one  wfad 
kavBSORicbof  h<r<iwn  atflie  fvifM 
fall  lyiw has  momn  berovm pow- 
er, ••  a  ingie  pcHbOy  than  it  it  pro- 
hnfcle  iw  wuold  he  permitted  to  nar^ 


at  fcer  difpofid,  at  a  wife?—Whoft 
^■pcAcesand  ambition  are  moderate; 
and  who,  Sf  Hhe  bad  lbperfiujtiei» 
«««]d  rather  difpeofe  them  to  the  ne- 
eefftove,  than  lay  them  by  her  ufe- 
Mkr  If  (ben  fncli  narrow  motirM 
fo  Iktfe  treirht  with  me  for  my 
benefit,  ftalTth^  remote  and  un- 
riew  of  fuiitly-aggrAhdite- 
■sent,  hud  that  in  the  perfon  of  my 
SnthtnMd  his  dgftenHmms^  tboQght 
ibficiettt  to  iniloence  me  ? 
<  Hm  the  behariour  of  that  brother 
t6  flKof  late,  or  his  ronfideration  fof 
die  fibnily  (which  had  fo  little  weieht 
#ith  biat,  that  heoooid  chafe  to  ha- 
ihrd  %  life  lb  joftly  prectons  as  an  ottly 
Ibn^'a,  rtdicr  than  not  gratify  paflioni 
wbkli  bt  is  above  attempting  to  fob- 
dve,  and,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  bal 
been  too  mocb  indnlged  in,  either 
^Mk  i«gaid  to  bis  ^>wn  good,  or  the 

De  Si  atiy-body  related  to  htm; 

his  behaTioar,  I  lay)  deserved  of 
a#  injparticttlar,  that  I  ihoold  make 
a  ficnnce  of  my  temporal  (and,  who 
ktosMf  of  mr  eternal)  happineft, 
ttfiawamfc  a  plan  formed  upon  tbU 
at  kail  vpon  umtikify  con- 
sj  at  I  #ill  tinderttke  to 
dtwonKfate,  if  I  nay  be  permitted 

^I  am  afraid  Yoa  will  condemn  my 
^vanmbt  bvt  does  not  the  occafion 
lafnifetf?  To  the  wantof  agteateV 
degree  cf  carseftneft  in  my  oppofi- 
tioiiy  if  Ihems,  it  is  owing,  tW  fuch 
advances  have  been  made,  as  havk 
bain  ■mdt  Then,  dear  Sir,  allow , 
faMihMig,  I  belbech  yon,  for  a  fpi. 
riciviftd  and  embittered  by  di  (graced, 
wMeb  XJtnamu^  thy  own  heart)  X 
am  oonftdeot  toAy,  aire  unmerited.' 
•  Btft'^ffrnpre  I  Ibid  ib  mncfa;  in 
mlBCf  to  file  foppafed  charge  of 
fnfiiRii|6»y  wh«i  t  biff  dKfaMi  t» 


pnce 
liiehil 


my  Mammi,  as  iio«r,  Siri  T  do  f * 
yon,  that  if  it  be  not  infilled  itfx>n 
that  I  frail  marry  any  other  pcrfon^ 
partieniariy  thie  Mr.Solmes,  I  wiH 
enter  into  any  engigementt  never  t* 
have  the  other,  nor  any  man  cU*e; 
without  their  consents)  that  is  to  fty; 
without  the  confeatt  of  my  itlbet 
and  mother,  and  of  you  nj  nndr^ 
and  my  elder  uncle,  and  my  coofi* 
Morden,  at  he  it  one  of  the  trufitti 
for  my  grandfather's  bounty  to  mef 
i^As  to  my  brother  iodeed,  Iraaaot 
fay,  that  his  treatment  of  nm  hai 
bo?n  of  late  A>  broiherly,  at  to  emi^ 
tie  him  to  moiv  than  cirility  front 
met  and  for  thu^  give  me  kavetA 
add,  he  would  be  very  OMch  m^ 
debtor. 

*  If  I  have  not  been  explicit enougll 
sn  declaringmy  dtflike  to  Mr.Solmes, 
( that  the  / rr^ '^^C^Siw  which  it  chared 
upon  me  may  not  be  Aippofed  to  tn- 
flucnce  me  againft  hiol)  I  do  declar6 
(blemnly,  that,  were  there  no  foch 
HEian  at  Mr.  Lovelace  in  the  world,  I 
would  not  have  Mr.  Solmet.  It  ti 
neceflary,  in  fome  094  of  my  Ictteit 
to  my  denr  friends,  that  I  flMMild 
write  Co  clearly  at  to  put  tbit  mattet* 
out  of  all  doubt:  and  to  whom  can  I 
better  addreit  myfeif  with  an  espli- 
citncft  that  can  admit  of  no  miftake^ 
than  to  that  uncle  who  profeflVs  the 
higheft  regard  for  plain-dealing  and 
fiocerity  f 

*  Let  me  then,  for  thefe  reafons,  ht 
ftill  more  particular  in  fome  of  fuf 
exceptions  to  him. 

*  Mr.  Sol  met  aopeart  to  me  (to  all 
the  world  indeed)  to  have  a  vny  ntr'* 
r0!w  mind,  and  no  ^eat  capacity  t  Ynb 
is.coarfeand  indelicate^  at  roi^hill 
hit  mannert  at  in  hit  perfon.  He  ib 
not  only  narrow,  but  covetont:  be- 
ing poiTeflcd  of  great  wealth,  bt  tn- 
)oyt  it  not  J  nor  haatbefpiril  tocota- 
municate  to  a  diftreft  of  any  kind. 
Dpet  not  his  own  filler  liveurthappil 
ly,  for  want  of  a  little  of  his  (bpef- 
noitiet?  And  fuffert  he  not  hit  aged 
uncle,  the  brother  of  hit  own  mo- 
ther, to  owe  to  the  generofit^  oF 
ftrangert  the  poor  fobfiftence  he  pickh 
tipf romhalf  •  a -docenfami  1  i  tt  ?  •«- Yoft 
kilotr»  8ir»  my  open,  free,  conrnioni- 
cative  temper  t  how  unhappy  mnft  I 
be,  eircumfcHbed  in  his  narrow,  felf. 
ifiitircle!  out  of  which,  being  wkh«> 
Itold  ^thUdiabWioil  parfimony,  ho 
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dare  no  moir  ftir,  than  a  conjuror 
oot  of  his;  nor  would  let  me. 
*  Such  a  man  as  this,  hvel-^Yts, 
perhapa  he  may,  my  graadfather'a 
eftate;  which  he  has  told  Teveral  per- 
Tons  (and  could  not  refift  hinting  the 
fame  thing  to  me,  with  that  fort  of 
pleafure  which  a  low  mind  takes, 
when  it  intimates  it*s  ovm  inter e/f  as  a 
fnfBcient  motive  for  it  to  expea  a*o* 
iter's  fanwur)  lies  fo  extremely  c^n* 
venient  for  him,  that  it  would  double 
the  value  of  a  confidcrable  part  of  hit 
own*  That  eftate,  and  an  alliance 
which  would  do  credit  to  his  obfcu- 
rityand  narrownefs,  may  make  him 
think  he  can  love,  and  induce  him  to 
believe  he  doej :  but  at  mod,  it  is  but 
a  fecond -place  love.  Riches  were, 
are,  and  always  will  be,  bis  predo- 
tainant  jpaflion.  His  were  left  him 
by  a  mifer,  on  this  very  account: 
and  I  muft  be  obliged  to  forego  all 
the  choice  delights  of  my  life,  and 
be  as  mean  as  he,  or  clfe  be  quite  un^ 
happy.  Pardon,  Sir,  this  fc verity  of 
cxpreffion— One  "is  apt  to  fay  more 
than  one  would,  of  a  pcrfon  one  dif- 
likes,  when  more  is  faid  in  his  fa* 
vour  than  he  can  pofTibly  deferve; 


ccept 
!>  tha 


and  when  he  is  urged  to  my  accept* 
ance  with  fo  much  vehem 
there  is  no  choice  left  me. 
«  Whether  thefc  things  be  perfe^ly 
fo^  or  not,  while  I  tbtnk  they  are,  it 
is  iqjpoiiiblel  (hould  ever  look  upoa 
Mr,  Solmes  in  the  light  he  is  offered 
to  me. .  Kay,  were  he  to  be  proved 
ten  times  better  than  I  have  repre- 
Tented  him,  and  iincerely  think  himj 
yet  would  he  be  ftill  ten  times  more 
difagreeable  to'  me  than  any  other 
man  I  know  in  the  world.  Let  me 
therefore  befeech  you.  Sir,  to  become 
tn  advoeate  for  your  niece,  that  (he 
msT  not  be  made  a  vi£lim  to  a  man  fo 
highly  difguftfltl  to  her. 
*  You  and  my  other  uncle  can  do  a 
great  deal  for  me,  if  vou  pleafe, 
with  my  papa.  Be  perAiaded,  Sif% 
that  I  am  not  governed  by  obftinacy 
in  this  cafe;  but  by  aver  Hon;  an  aver'> 
fion  I  cannot  overcome:  for,  if  I 
have  but  emleavoureJ  to  reafon  with 
myfelf,  (out  of  regard  to  the  duty  I 
owe  to  my  father's  will)  n:iy  hc^rt 
has  recoiled,  and  I  have  been  averfe 
to  mylelf,  for  oflftring  but  to  argue 
with  myfelf,  in  behalf  of  a  man 
wlk>^  in  the  light  he  appears  to  m^ 


*  haa  no  one  mtnU  and  wbo»  knMr^ 

*  ihg  this  averiion,  could  not  perfe- 
'  vere  as  he  does,  if  he  had  tli«  fpirit 

*  of  a  man. 

<  If,  Sir,  you  can  think  the   oon- 

*  tents  of  this  letter  reafonable,   I  fae-i- 

*  feech  you  to  fupport  them  with  ymir 

*  intereft:  if  not*— I  (hall  be  moft- wn-' 

*  happy!— rNeverthelefs,  it  is  hot  fitll 

*  in  me  fo  to  write,  as  that  Mr*  SolmcS 

*  may  know  what  he  has  to  tni  ft  to^ 

*  Forgive,  dear  Sir,  this  tedtova  let* 
'  ter;  and  fufFer  it  to  have  weigbt  vnth 
«  you;  and  you  will  for  ever  obl%;e 

*  jour  dutiful  and  ajfeSwnaii  nUre, 

«  Cl.  Harlowe.* 


MR.  ANTONY   HARtOWE,   TO   MISS 
CL.  HARLOWE. 

*   KIXCX  CLAKTy  • 

^  Y^^  ^^  better  not  write  to  us^ 
^  *  or  to  any  of  us.  To  me,  par* 
ticularly,  you  had  better  ncicr  to 
have  fet  pen  to  paper,  on  the  ^bje& 
whereupon  3^00  have  written.  i/# 
that  is  firft  in  his  o*wn  caufe^  /aith  tbe 
^\Ctmzn,feemftbjttfti  but  bis  Meegbt^ 
hour  comet b  and  fearcbetb  bim^  .Ajid 
fo,  in  this  refpeft,  I  will  be  your 
neighbour i  for  I  will  (earch  yoor  hc;irt 
to  the  bottom;  that  is  to  iay,  if  your 
letter  be  written  from  your  heart. 
Yet  do  I  know  what  a  taik  I  have- 
undertaken,  becaufe  of  the  knack 
you  are  noted  for  at  writing:  but  ia 
defence  of  a  father's  authority^  m 
behalf  of  the  good,  and  honour^ 
and  profpcrity  of  a  family  onecofnea 
of,  what  a  hard  thine  would  it  be^ 
if  one  could  not  beat  down  all  thear* 
guraents  a  rebel  child  (How  loth  I 
am  to  write  down  that  word  of  Niife 
Clary  Harlowe!)  can  brings  in  be^ 
half  of  her  obftinacy! 
'  In  the  iirft  place,  don't  you  de^ 
dare  (and  that  conti-ary  to  your  de* 
clarations  to  your  mother;  remcm* 
ber  that,  girl!)  that  you  prefer  «ha 
man  we  all  hate,  and  who  hatea  ua 
as  bad?— Then  whatachaia^rkave 
you  given  of  a  worthy  man!  I  wgn«. 
der  you  dare  write  (6  freely  of  one  iiv^ 
all  refpea-»But  poffibly  it  may  bft 
for  that  very  rea(bn.  4 

*  How  you  begin  your  tetter*— Be. 
caufe  I  value  Mr.  Solmet  at   my 
bkni,  yott  trgit  him  the  wor(a.^ 
;  That  % 
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^ta^s  th*  ^laua  dunftable  of  the 
Baiier»  Mifs  1— >I  am  not  Aich  ai  foot 
bat  ]  can  fte  tbat«<— And  To  a  noted 
■hoffciaumgcr  is  to  be  chofen  before 
aoas  who  is  a  money-lover!— Let 
Be  teil  you,  niece,  this  little  be- 
canesib  met  a  one  as  yoo  have  been 
alw^s  reckoned.  Who,^(bink  you, 
ioa  moft  iniuftice,  a  prodigal  man 
ora  &ving  man?— •The  one  laves  his 
own  moB«ty$  the  other  fpends  other 
people's.  But  yotir  favourite  is  a  &n- 
•eria  min,  and  upon  record. 
'Tbe&rirainyourfexl  God  forgive 
me  for  iaying  io--The  niceft  of  thcni 
will  pfCMr  f  vile  rake  and  wh*^— 
I  foppolc  1  muft  not  repeat  the  word* 
— 4he«o0r</  will  offend,  when  the  <irr- 
^isar  denominated  by  that  word  will 
bechofen*  I  bad  not  been  a  batchelor 
to  this  time,  if  I  had  not  feen  fuch  a 
maft  of  coatradidions  in  yoa  all.— 
Sack  gaat-JfrMnerj  and  camel  fwal^ 
ItRctrs^  as  vcnei-able  holy  writ  has  it* 
«  What  names  will  perverfenefs  call 
diiags  by!— A  prudent  man,  who 
intends  to  be  juft  to  every -body,  is 
acovetoos  mant— Whilea  vile,  pro- 
fligaterakc,  itchriftencd  with  the  ap- 
peilatioa  of  a  gallant  man^  and  a  po- 
liceman, ril  warrant  you! 

*  It  is  my  firm  opinion,  Lovelace 
fNMud  not  have  fo  much  regard  for 
yoo  as  be  profeffct;  but  for  two  rea-* 
£bns.  And  what  are  theie  ?— >Why, 
oot  of  rpite  to  all  of  us— one  of 
cbrm:  the  other,  becauie  of  your  in- 
dependent fortune.  1  wifli  your  good 
grandfather  had  not  left  wnat  he  did 
ib  msch  in  your  own  power,  as  I  may 
&y«  But  little  did  be  imagine  his  be- 
io«ed  grand -daughter  would  hnve 
tniBod  opon  all  her  friends  as  (he  has 
done! 

*  Whot  kat  Mr.  Solmes  to  hope  for,  if 
jsa  artjrepcjfjgid!  Hey-day!  Is  this 
jMi,  cou(itkjClary!«-Has  he  then  no- 
thing to  hope  for  from  your  father's, 
and  BAOtber's,  and  our  recomrnenda- 
tioAs>— No»  nothineat  all,  it  feems! 
•^  bravel— I  (hould  think  that  thist 
with  a  dutiful  child,  as  we  took  you 
fo  be,  was  tmou^b.  Depending  on 
this  yotr  duty,  we  proceeded:  and 
no*  there  is  no  help  lor  it.  Fbr  we 
anil  not  be  balked:  neither  ffiall  out 
frifiad  Mr.  Solmes,  I  can  tell  yon 
that. 

•If  your  tfaU  is  coffvenientfor  h'm^ 
'  ^Aaf  ^m  ?  Doct  chat  (per^  coniin) 


make  it  out  that  he  does  not  lotc  yon  ?  • 
He  had  need  to  expeA  fume  good  *witb 
you,  that  has  fo  little  good  to  hope  for 
from  yoU)  mind  that.  But,  pray,  is 
not  this  eftate  9Mr  eftate,  as  we  maf 
fay?  Have  we  not  ail  an  intercft  in  it^ 
and  a  prior  right,  if  right  were  to  havo 
taken  place  t  And  was  it  more  than 
a  good  old  man*s  dotage,  God  reft  his 
£)ul !  that  gave  it  you  before  ut  all?*— 
Well,  then,  ousht  we  not  to  have  a 
choice  who  flialT  have  it  in  marriage 
with  you }  And  would  you  have  tho 
confcience  to  wiih  us  to  let  a  vile  fel* 
low  who  hates  us  all,  run  away  with 
it>— Yoa  bid  me  weig^h  what  you 
writes  do  you  weigh  this,  girls  and 
it  will  appear  we  have  nsore  to  (ay  for 
ourfelves  than  yon  was  aware  of. 

*  As  to  your  hard  treatment,  as  yoa 
cal  1  it,  thank  yourlel f  for  that.  It  ouy 
be  over  when  you  will :  fo  I  reckon 
nothing  upon  that.  You  was  not  ba« 
niflied  and  confined  till  all  entreaty 
and  fair  fpeeches  were  tried  with  yout 
mind  that.  And  Mr.  Solmes  cannot 
help  your  obttinacy .— Let  that  be  ob* 
fervcd  too. 

*  As  to  being  njijtteti,  astd*vijititig\  ^ott 
never  was  lond  of  either:  io  that  is  a 
grievance  put  into  the  fcale  to  make 
weight  .-»As  to  difgrace,  that  is  as  bad 
to  us  as  to  you:  fo  fine  a  young  crea- 
ture! So  much  as  we  ufed  to  brag  of 
you!— And  too-befides,  this  is  aS  in 
your  power,  as  the  reft. 

'  But  your  heart  recoils,  when  yott 
would  perfuade  yourfelf  to  obey  your 
parent— Finely  defcribed,  is  it  aotl-* 
Too  truly  defcribed,  I  own,  as  yoo  go 
on.  I  know,  that  you  may  love  hint 
if  you  will.  I  had  a  good  mind  to  bid 
you  hate  him;  then,  perhaps,  you 
would  like  him  the  better:  for  I  hare 
always  found  a  moft  horrid  romantick 
pcrverrenefs  in  your  fex.— To  do  and 
to  love  what  you  ftiould  not,  is  meaty 
drink,  and  vefture,  to  you  all. 
'  I  am  abfolutely  of  your  brother*a 
mind,  That  reading  and  writis^f 
though  not  too  much  for  the  wits  of 
you  young  girls,are  too  much  for  yout 
judgments.— You  fay,  you  may  hir 
conceited,  coufin;  you  maj be  vain!«« 
And  lb  you^r^,  to  defpife  this  gentle* 
man  as  you  do.  He  can  read  and  write 
as  well  as  moft  gentlemen,  I  can  tell 
you  that.  Who  told^ou  Mr.  Solmes 
cannot  read  and  write?  Butyounmfi 
tavf  a  ku/hand  'who  can  Itar^jtn 
^  Jom§* 
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^'fimeiiiii^'^twtthyevi  ftiicw  but  yoor 

*  ^bity  at  well  as  yvn  do  your  taleatt— 
^  Tkit,  niece,  you  have  of  Iaie<lay»  to 
^  learn  (  nd  Mr.  Solmes  wHt  therefore 
'  find  fometbtng  to  inftrud  you  m.  I 
^  wtH  not  ftew  htm  thU  letter  of  yoora, 

*  though  yott  feem  to  dciirc  it,  \t1t  it 

*  Iboutd  provoke  him  to  be  too  fevcre  a 

*  iiekoo)mailei%  when  yoii  are  hit 'n. 

*  But  when  I  think  of  it,  foppofe  ywi 

*  40^ f  readier  at  yonr  pen  than  h&^You 
«  will  make  the  more  u Infill  wife  to 

*  himj  won*tyoii>  Forwiio  fegobdan 

*  ceconomiil  as  yoir? — And  yoii  way 

*  keep  all  his  accounts,  and  Unre  )*our- 

*  lelves  a  fteward.— And,  let  me  tell 

*  you,  this  h  a  fine  adrantage  in  a  fa- 
^nify:  for  tho(^l^\vsris  are  often  fad 

*  dogs,  and  creep  into  a  man's  eftate 

<  beforehe  knows  where  he  is;  and  not 

*  feldom  i$  he  forced  to  pay  them  intc- 

*  reft  for  his  own  money. 

*  1  know  not  why  a  good  wife  ffiould' 

*  be  above  thefe  things,  his  better  than 

*  lying  abed  half  the  day,  and  junkec- 

*  ing  aiid  card  playing  all  the  night, 
^  and  making  vourtelves  wholly  ulelefs 

*  to  every  good  purpofe  in  your  own  fa- 

*  milies,  as  i«  now  the  famion  among 

*  ye— The  dtice  take  you  ail  that  do  fo, 
■  uy  l!-^nly  that,  thank  my  ftars,  I 

*  tm  a  batchelor. 

«  Then  this  i«  a  provinceVoo  arc  id- 

*  mitably  verled  in:  you  grieve  that  it 
«  ia taken  from  yon  here,  you  know.  So 

*  here,  Mifs,  with  Mr.  Solmes  you  will 

*  havt  iothetbing  to  keep  account  of» 

*  fotthefitjceof  you  and  your  children: 

*  witk  the  other,  perhaps,  you  will  have 

<  9M  account  to  keen,  too— But  an  ac 

*  count  of  what  will  go  over  the  left- 
«  Aoolder*.  only  of  what  hefquanders^ 

*  what  he  borrows,  and  what  he  owes^ 

*  aaid  never  will  pay.  Cbme,  come,  cou- 

*  fioiyoii  know  nothing  of  the  world;  a 

*  maw**  a  man ;  and  yon  may  have  many 

<  yttnert  in  a  handfome  man,  and  coft- 

*  ly  ones  foo,  who  may  lavifli  away  all 

*  you  ihve.  Mr.  Solmes,  therefore,  for 
f  fay  money,  and  I  hope  for  yoiirs. 

*  M  ttr.  Subnet  is  a  eoarfi  man.  Me 

*  it  not  deKcflte  enough  for  your  nice* 

*  ncfa;  becaufe  I  fuppofe  he  dreflet  not 

*  like  a  fop  and  a  coxcomb,  and  becanie 

*  belays  not  himfelf  outin  comnlimen- 

*  tat  noBlbttte,  the  poifon  of  female 
^  minds.   Jle  is  a  man  of  fenfe,  I  can 

*  teH  yo«.   No  man  talks  more  to  the 

*  •uipoA  to  lUi  but  you  fly  htm  fo,  diat 

*  Wfaatno  opportumty  given  hun  ttf 
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if  he  have  ever  fo  moch  fonife^  bsb 

like  a  fool  \  e^ecially  when  he  it  dl< 

Kfed,  and  treated  ae  yon  treaindkhl 
s  laft  time  be  was  in  yonr  cmi 
pany. 

«  At  tf  khj^frr  flke  threw  betiU 
away  (as  you  want  to  do)  agnimft  hit 
full  warning;  fbrbetoki  herwbntfo 
had  to  troft  tO)  if  (he  married  whcr 
fhe  did  marry.  And  he  was  as  goOi 
as  bis  word;  and  fo  an  hooell  mil 
ought:  offeneesagatnft  wamtngondi 
tobefmartedfor.  Take  care  this  n 
not  your  cafe.  Mind  that. 
*'  His  tuub  deiervea  no  fbvovr  fron 
MM;  for  be  woujo  have  cireunTenlc 
Mr.  Solmes,  and  got  Sir  Oihrer  t 
leave  to  himfelf  the  eftafe  be  hnd  ol 
ways  defigned  for  him  bis  nephew 
and  bronghthim  up  in  the  hope  of  it 
7#f  nu^forgvMHifs  dois  Anf  tsMwa 
rmgiofetKfSi  tbat^syoorsoodfntber' 
mfixim;  and  there  virottul  not  be  ( 
manr  headftrong  dMgbten  na  tbei 
are,  if  this  maxim  were  kepi  io  mim! 
— -Punifliments  are  of  fenrice  tx^  oii 
fenders;  rewards  fliould-  be  only  i 
the  meriting:  and  I  think  the  feniM 
are  to  be  d«dtoutTigotoafly,  in  wil 
fol  cafes. 

«  As  t9  his  Itvti  be  iMwa  it  hm  te 
much  for  jronr  deierrings,  n  iIk 
have  been  of  late^  let  me  tdl  you  tbni 
and  this  is  Hi  misfortune}  aiid  oia 
in  time  perhaps  be/sar/. 

<  As  to  bis  pmjtmmjt  which  yn 
wickedly  call  disboltau«  [a  ^trj  fire 
word  in  yoar  mouth,  let  n)e  tell  yc 
little  i-eafon  have  jrao  of  all  people  fk 
this,  on  whom  be  propofes,  of  his  om 
accord,  to  lettle  all  he  has  in  the  work 
a  proof,  let  him  love  rkbn%%  he  vvi] 
that  he  loves jra»  better.  Hot  that  yo 
may  be  without  excule  on  tbia  fiton 
we  will  tie  himuptoyovoerntcna] 
and  oblige  him  by  the  marriage-nrc 
des  to  Slow  you  a  very  haadlba 
quarterly  fmn  to  do  what  Ton  plea 
with.  And  this  has  been  toJdyonb^ 
fore;  andlhaveftidittoMrt.Iiv* 
(that  good  and  worthv-ledy)  hefe 
ber  prood  dbnghtert  tut  yott  mi^ 
hear  of  it  again. 

•  Tq  contndift  the  chaige  of  pr 
pofleiiion  to  Lovelace^  you  oiisr  nev 
to  ^  ve  him  without  onr  confontii  an 
what  is  this  faying,  but  that  yott  nri 
hope  on  for  our  cooftnts,  Mid 
tAecdk  i»d  tiff  «  «ttt  Tint  ' 
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iltliis  ratcb  (9i«wc0  rwuA  hj  ytMf 
^^tfifeoBfioiisly  wicclifvl  above  yo«f 
~  m4  m  coacuMilly  cspoU  to  kit  ta« 
fiiicBce  and  Huvatt.  Reowaibcr  lift 
SviMlay,  girll— Wlutt mighi  have  hap. 
peatfd,  hjd-fo«r%f«theraMihciiietf 
«— Mfrn»«cr«  yifwin— Of  do  with  h/A 
a  %irit  aa  hU,  at  yo«  caa  fNth  war- 
thy  Mr.  Solaiats  the  oaa 
trcailile}  tW  «tbar  wili 
^«dta— Mi«d  thil»  And  yatt  wUl 
aacbeaMetwhd^fmirftlf.  Aadpa- 
amnhcr,  thai  if  thart  fcawld  ha  mf 
iiiifcmiuiavdiaghrtwiaaaarofthat 
«»dyfl«,weAaa3daUiaiarpQfiH  aad 
with  ciMf  fto  da«fai»  km  wkh  tha 

''uA  wliD  wowld  aincr  care  or  dart  to 
|Hrt  10  a  woid  for  yoo?  Nor  lat  cha 
fiifPOoStioaofiiiatriBwnialdiftffcct 
frigtnem  foot  hoiiey-«aoo«  laAa  ooC 
oow-a-dajrs  above  a  lunoigfat}  and 
*l)auw»w  PUtcfa*  ai  I  harr  been  in. 
Ibmtd,  waa  mn/tr  cfaumed  {  thoogh 
.Ibaie  6y  «av/  it  was.    Marriafe  it  a 

SBtr  taie,  'ch5d,  wfiether  paired  bj 
oactiaa  or  by  thair  fritodt  J  Out 
of  ar«a  broibeft  of  ot,  you  kmawi 
fheie  waa  tot  one  had  courage  to 
Mry.  And  why  wao  ir»  do  yon 
thiokf  We^were  wiie  by  other  peo- 
pica  czpcricnoa* 

'  l>an*tdci^lr  money  ibmodftf  joo 
otitr 


to  know  the  valne 
Ihat  ia  a  piaae  of  hdhruSnm  that  yon 
m^mUti-mi  and  %^eh,  accJordiDg  to 
Mr  a«na  notiont,  Mr.  SoloMt  will 

1  do  indeed  imJtimjmr  *uuaw9h. 

win  not  n/lno/jy  Sfiprmatymkrmg 

wfmjmrfi^i.   If  I  thooght  them  an* 


I  ^wonki  be  yonr  adTocate. 
Bat  it  waa  alwayt  mv  notion,  that 
chadm  Aoaki  not  dt^te  their  pa- 
leMt  aotburity*  -  Mr  nen  your  grand  • 
ftther  left  hiacftate  toyon^though  hit 
three  Ibnty  and  a  grandfon,  and  vour 
dder  fifter,  were  in  being,  we  all  ac* 
^oiUdidt  and  why?  Becaufo  it  wat 
aarfikhrr*t  doing.  Do  iron  imitate 
th^eaeanpieg  if  yon-^ili  not,  tbofe 
whofet  it  yon  have  the  more  aaaibn  to 
hold  yon  tnrrrnfifcJn    Mind  thar> 


'  Yon  nentioayonr  kocbar  i|»  £aoni- 
Myt  and,  ia  vonr  letter  to  him,  are 
nrydtircipeftitt])  and  ib  indeed  yon 
ire  t»  yotir  4^»  in  the  kttcr^ou 


<.wf9ieinhar,  YoorhoDiher, Madam^ 
'  it  yonr  bn>thari  a  third  older  thaib 
*poiuiBlf«  andaaMni  and  pray  befok 

*  good  aa  not  lo  forget  what  It  due  ton 

*  Crathiar*  who  (ocst  to  ui  tbfee  hro^ 
\  thart)  it  the  head  af  the  familri  and 

<  on  whom  the  jaamedcpendt— >At  up<^ 
.*.  on  your  dotiliiJ  compliance  depends 

*  the  fttcceff  of  the  nobieft  plan  that. 

*  evor  wat  laid  donm  lor  the  bono«rx>f 
'  the  family  you  are  come  of.    Ao4 

<  firay  aow  let  me  alk  vou.  If  the  ho-. 
^  nonrof  that  will  not  be  an  honour  to 
«  ypv?— If  ynn  don't  think  fo,  the  more. 
y  no  worthy  you*  You  flfttlllce  the  plan,. 

*  if  )rou  promiie  not  to  be  prejudiced 
'.  agpunA  it«  right  or  wrong.  Ifyou  are^ 
f  not  hefotiad  to  that  man,  I  mm  fur^ 

*  von  will  like  it.  )f  you  are,  were  Mr^ 

<  nolmct  an  angel,  it  would  fignify  no  % 
«  thingi  iqn  the  devil  it  love,  ano  lovn 

*  it  the  darii,  when  it  grtt  into  any  ov 
'■  your  headt.  M^y  enimpla  hare  1^ 
\  lean  of  that; 

\  Uu4  hi  tbt  mu9rU^j9u  nuouidnot  bav^ 

•.  Very  preity,  truly! — We />/  how  yoo^ 
Vfpirit  it  smbiltirtd  iodced.-^  Wonder 

*  not,  fince  it  it  come  to  your  wUnoVs^ 

*  ihat  ihf»ie  who  have  authority  oyer 

<  you,  lay,  Tm  Jbtdl  bavi  tbi  •ther^ 

*  Aadlnmona.  Miodthtt.  Andifi^ 
f  behovea  You  tp/peab  an/,  Miri,,i( 

*  hchpvct  US  no^  toy^rnil  in.  What'i 

*  din  take  tf^at  m  your  thought  too.    , 

*  ^  hombly  apprehend,  that  Mr, 
«  Ufymb4ujlfJ^utf'saum^amd4 

*  gftitUmdm^    I  would  adoionlih  jou,  . 
i  thefc£(iiT,  not  to  prowok^  it.  He  pitief 

f  vouaamuchathcloreayou.  Hefaye, 
f  he  will  coBvioce  you  ol  hit  loTe  bf 
f  daadt,  iince  he  it  not  permitted  by  yov| 

*  to  cxpieit  it  by  woiJt.    And  all  bi| 

*  dependence  it  upon  youf  gpnerofity 

<  hereafttr.  ,We  hope  he  avffj^  depcnt) 
f .  Hpon  twt  3irc  encourage  him'tv  tbinl^ 

*  hc'may.    And  this  hcaiicnt  btm  up, 

*  So  that  you  may  lay  hit  conAancy  at 

*  yw^uriMenu  s^ld  )i»ur  undct  doors  | 

f  and  thit  will  bjp  another  mark  of  your   ' 

*  duty,  you  know.  , 
■    *  You  muft  be  renfible,  that  you  re^ 

*  fle^  upon  youc.  narenu,  and  all  of 
'  at,  when  you  tell  me  you  cannot  i|^ 

*  jft0k$  accept  of  the  lettleinents  pro- 
.'  poi^  to  you.  I'hit  reflexion  w^ 
f  A^oiild  luve  wondered  at  from  yo^ 

*  o4ce;  but  noW  w^  don*t.  * 

p  *  There 
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fbrabft  Y^fla^t  in  thtt  free  kffer^f 
yotiMi  btftw^alflft^lAMtbtin  turtle* 
cccoQftt  of  yotir  nMm^M  9inti\,  T 
urn  gUd  yoa  ihefitioiMd  tklt^word/ 
beciolb  wi  ihottid  have  hten  ata  Icrfi* 
«i4iat  tobatre  eilled  tt.«^I  ftmild  m«eh' 
ratber,  netertbeleA|  hare  had  realbn 
to  ffive  it  a  better  aaixle. 
<  Jlove  you  dearty  ilill^  Mift.  I 
think  you,  though  my  nieo«,  ona  of 
the  fihcft  youag  gcmlewoilierf  I  evai' 
law.  But,  upon  my  cMtfaente,  T 
thinkyou  ought  to  obey  your  parenn, 
and  oblige  ipe,  and  mr  btotber  JohA  i 
for  you  fnow  very  well,  that  wcli:tte' 
notnjng  but  your  good  at  hearti  eoa-' 
lI^DtlY  indeed  with  the  cood  and  bo-* 
pour  oif  tf/7  of  ui.  What  muft  ^ 
thing  of  any  one  of  It,  who  would 
nth  promote  the  goMl  of  the^fholer 
and  Who  would  iet  6nt  fhttt  of  i^ 
aialhft  anothei'  ?««— Which  God  .ibr- 
bidft  lay  I !— You  fee  I  am  for  th^ 
good  of  oB.  What  (hall  /  get  by  It. 
Ut  things  go  as  they  will  ?  Do  I  wan^ 
any-thing  of  any-body  for  my  own 
Ihke?— -Does  my  brother  John?—' 
Well,  then,  coufin  Clary,  wbat>J*<o«ld 
you  be  at,  as  I  may  fay  ? 
*  Obot  vou  can*t  love  Mr.  Soimea  f 


«  FMr  tlwi  iNdl  bi  Mr «»  M  dOfff 

<,T*ai!n^t»  *wp  iir 

*   THaMOaMIMO. 


O  but  you  can 
But," 
can  do. 


«->But,  I  fay  >  you  know  not  ^wbrni  jotf 

You  encpur^f  ytfwrCtu  iti 

rdiflike.    Yott^MKAyonr heart 


hittte  did  I  thiak  it  was  fuch  a  fro- 
#an)  one)  to  nfvit.  Take  it  t»  ta&; 
itiece:  Moe  it  on  as  faft  as  it  ric§Usi 

I 'we  do  fo  in  all  our  fea-ii^ht^^  and 
an4-fi^s  too,  by  our  failors'-and 
Toldlei's,  or  we  ihould  notcbn<)tter1 
and  we  ve  all  fdri  you  willovercomi 
je.  And  why?  beeaufe  you  otigbtl 
So  wi  think,  whatever  yon  think  I 
and  whofe  thoughts  are  to  be  preier- 
rcd?  You  may  t>e  «w/li^than  wei 
but,  if  ycni  are  w^,  '^  have  Ihti 
fome  of  us,  let  me  ten  you,  to  very 
little  purpofe  thirty  or  Ibrty  years 
longer  than  yon. 

<  i  have  written  u  long  a  letter  al 
yours,  r  may  not  write  In  (b  Itvetyl 
or  fo  polite  a  ftsle  aa  my  niece:  but 
I  think  I  have  all  tbe  argument  oil 
jny  fid'e:  and  you  wtU  vaftly  obrige 
itie,  if  you  will  iiew  me  cgr  youi> 
compliance  with  all  onr  dcfires,  that 
you  think  fb  too.  If  you  <b  not,  yod 
.  muft  not  expeA  an  advocate,  or  eveA 
}  a  frieadi  b^  me^  deaHy  at  I  love  you. 


*  rosTscM'T. 

'•'Vo*  mti  Ibsd  ma  no  mmne  letters: 

*  butacomnliabledneyonmayfeiid, 
^  Bilt'Insetinot havel^bid  you{  for 

'  <  I  am  ^#e,  this,  by  fair  argumeaft, 
-•^  is'^naafwiBr8b1«^I  know  tt  is.     t 

^  have  written  day  and  night,  I  mty 
'  *  Ay,  ever  ftnee  Sunday  mominga 
'  ^Mlyahureh  time,  or'tba  lllka^f 

'*  thatr  .but-  ihia  is  the  lalt,  I  csH  arit 

•  ye«,  iy«m 


•  ttrttn  itxxm. 

MI$a'Ci.AJLZS64  HARI^QWI*  TO  Miat. 
SOWS. 

Ti»vasn4Y«MAacji  z€* 

HAVING  met  with  iWh  bad  fiic« 
,  csfainmy^pliaaci^a  t*  nyns^ 
litionSi  i  have  t«ken  a  ftep  thai  viiD 
Airpriae  y^M*  It  is  no  ^ther  tham  wne«» 
ing  a  Utter  to  Mr.  Solmes  himft if.  J 
fent'it;  and  have  his  aAfwtr.  B^  k$A 
fertaiffly  help  in  it«  For  I  have  Ifen  a 
lettv  of  .bisi  aa.indifferently  watdadi 
as  poorly  fpelt.  YetthaAipcrfcriMipa 
is  of  his  diika^ng^  I  dare  ikyi  for  aa  ia 
a  forisal  wre^l).  with  theitt  I  Ihall 
inclofe  one  from  my  brother  t*  me«  pm 
oeca^nof  miAotoMr.  Solmes.  f  did 
think  that  it  was  pofiibleto  difc^iir^ 
the  man  from  proceeding!  and  -  if  I 
could  have  done  that,  it  would  have  an* 
fwcre4a|lmywi£be«.  Itwaawonbtha 
trial.  Vut  you*U  &e  nothing  will  dot 
My  brother  haaukea  his  oscafitfta 
toafccurely. 


<  TO  apoiit  aoLMis,  i«i^ 

*  wa^naspA  v»  icAa««  1 1» 
<  ajn» 

*  y'<^ymm^t09*»dkir^T*ctMu}ktf» 

^  *Ur  from  me;  and  more  ftill  a^ 
«  Urn  iMitommaai  r«ibi«£k  of  it.  But 
<  the  naeefltty  of  Hie  eaie  will  |«nAf 

*  tfie,  al  Wall  i*  my  own  appnbaniaai 


Qt^HS^fiA   HAItlrOWS, 


?0^ 


*  Ifoiwy  ftr  it. 
I  win  jroii  firft  cfiM  «cqua touted 

of  tWt  006  9f  the  Uappieft  crnt|ife« 
is  iIm  w^ridi  hti^vmi  by  tU  bett  ani 
Mill  indai^mt  of  parentf)  and  re* 
joidog  m  tbr  kioa  favour  of  tw^ 
Atoaatt  «9cl«»»  ati4  ia  Uieeftafm 
«f  cvciTone. 

'  Btti  now  if  tbif  happy  fceiie  now 
cbMged  !-*•¥«»  wa^  pUaicd  t^  ^k 
a  fiMTovrpblc  eye  upon  Aie.  Y/ou  ad • 
Med  Yoarrett  tb.'lny  frieodst  your 
yrepo&ls  went  approved  of  by  tbadi 
-"mn/fcd  of  wiibdutGonfmlting  ae^ 
M  if  my  choicer  iind  b^piaeia  were 
•f  the  Icaft  fignification.  Tboje  wh« 
liad  1  right  to  all  i«ar«)Bable  obe4icttcc 
fftND  DC,  iofiftni  upon  it  wicbout  re* 
ierte.  I  had  »ot  the  feiicitv  to  think 
H  they  did;  almoft  the  firft  time  my 
leatiamlft  differed  frooi  theira.  I 
beibnglit  them  to  iodulae  m^  in  a 
paiat  fi>  important  to  my  future  bapr 
ymSkt  bvf,  alaa«  ia  vainl  And  the* 
(fori  tfaoof  h)  it  waa  but  honeit)  I  told 
Jm  ay  mind;  and  even  that  my  af* 
iedioas  were  engaged.  3at, .  to  my 
flMrtificatioa  and  iWrpriae,  you  per* 
iiftf<i,aadftillp«rfift. 
'The  canftqaonc)»  of  all  it  toa 
tnetaaa  for  ma  <•  rapaatt  yon,  !ivhn 
life  fed)  fineeMacaia  tothe  rellof  ;hc 
Imij,  kjofm  It  too^  i9Fe}l-*to9>  weU 
fwkwwih  fi^«r  for  the  oi-edic  of 
yaw  omi  «icrofityy  or  for  my  reu 
^Matie^i,  1  am  uM«  on  your  ao- 
mmt  as  I  n^vpr  before  was  u^d, 
»Bd  never  before  waa  thought  to  de- 
fcnre  to  b«  utedf-  and  thia  waa  the 
kard,  the  impofiible  condition  pf  their 
XBtvnriog  favour,  that  1  muft  prefer 
t  laan  /^  all  otbera*  that  tf  all  others 
I  cisaot  prefer. 

f  ThasdiftreffiBd,  and  made  nnhappy, 
and  all  for  your  lake,  and  through 
yocr  cruel  perfeverance,  I  write,  Sir, 
to  demand  of  you  the  peace  of  mind 
fw  have  mbbed  me  of:  to  demand 
of  ]foo  the  iove  of  fo  many  dear 
mds,  of  which  yon  have  deprived 
■*i  99i»  if  yo9  IttW  ♦cgeperofity 
tkatibould  diftinguifli  a  man,  and  a 
|ttdinM%tAfd^  yon  not  |of  9nli- 
tecaoaddraif  |hat  baa. been  attended 
with  iiich  cruel  effeda  to  the  creature 
/««  profefr  to  etfccis. 


*  If  von  raally  valtmni^»Aa  ny-fiienda 
would  make  me  believe,  and  as  you 
hare  daclntndydn  doy  mnft  it  ifot  bn 
a  mean  and  felfi/b  v^lve?  A  ^raion 
that  can  haye  no  merit  with  the  ttftr 
happy  obje^  of  it,  becaoie  it  ia  at* 
tanaed  with  effcAs  fo  gric?ous  tahcr^ 
It  muft  be  for  yeyr  9W9$  fakf  ool^ 
not  for  mne^  And  even  in  thm 
pQint  you  mufl  be  miftaken;  for« 
would  a  prudent  man  wifli  to  marry 
one  who  has  not  a  he^rt  to  give?  Wb9 
cannot  efteem  hhn?  Who  tbertfbm 
muft  prove  a  bad  wife  t-^ And  hpw 
cruel  would  it  be  to  make  a  poor  crear> 
rure  a  bad*  wife,  whofe  pride jt  wg^l4 
be  ta  make  a  good  one? 

'  If  I  am  capable  of  judging,  our  ^ 
tempera  and  inclinations  are  vaftlr 
dififerent.  Any  other  of  my  £ct  wifil 
make  you  happier  than  I  can.  The 
treatment  X  meet  with,  and  the  pbr 
ftinacy,  as  h  is  called,  with  which  t 
fupport  myfelf  under  it,  ought  t9 
convince  you  of  this^  were  I  not  abl# 
to  give  fo  good  a  realbn  for  this  xnf 
fuppofed  perverienefs,  ai  that  I  canr 
not  confent  to  marry  a  man  whom  I 
cannot  value. 

*  But  if,  Sir,  you  have  not  fo  muck  ' 
generoijtv  in  your  value  for  me,  ^% 
to  defift  tor  mj  own  fake,  let  me, con- 
jure yoo,  by  the  reg^^rd  due  Xioywrr 
ftlfy  and  to  your  own  future  liappi^- 
nefs,  to  difcontihue  your  fuit,  and 
place  your  aA^ions  on  a  worthier 
object;  for  why  (hould  you  make/w 
miferable,  zni jfour/eif  not  happy/ 
By  this  means  you  will  do  all  that  ia 
now  in  your  power  to  reftore  to  mr 
the  affed^ion  of  my  friends;  and,  if 
that  can  ba,'at  will  leave  me  in  aa 
happy  a  ftate  as  yon  fovndnae»in. 
You  need  only  to  fay,  that  you  Ite 
there  are  no  hopes,  as  vou  will  pet" 
haps  complaifantly  call  it,  of  ihc- 
ceeding  with  me;  [and  indeed.  Sir, 
there  cannot  be  a  greater  truth]  and 
that  you  will  therefure  no4noretbinjc 
of  mti  but  rorn  your  thonghts  ano* 
thcrway. 

^  Your  compliance  with  this  requrjt 
will  lay  me  under  the  higheft  obli- 
gation to  ybor  generofity>  and  mal^c 
me  ttcrjourtwtU-^iJh^,  ^ftdhumbii 
fervartt. 


Q% 


TO 


i66 


CLAiriSSA    HARtdwB. 


*  TO  i/tU^  CtARIStA  RAKLOWI. 

•  tMAmntT  tnttf 

VpUR    letter   hai   had  a  very  ' 

*  '  contrary  efte'ft  o]>on  me,  to 
what  you  feem  to  have  expe^ed  from 
it.  It  has  double  convinced  me  of 
the  excellencv  of  your  mind,  and  of 
the  honour  of  your  dlfpofition.  Call 
'^fij/^jh,  or  what  you  pteafe,  I  muft 
per£ift  in  my  futt;  and  happy  (ball  I 
DC,  if  by  patience  and  perteverance,  - 
and  a  fteady  and  unalterable  deroio 

^  I  ma^  at  laft  overcome  the  difficulty 

*  laid  ih  my  way. 

.  f  As  your  eood  parents ,  your  uncles* 
'  »nd  otkr  f%ods»  areabfolotely  de- 
'  termrAed  you  ftaH  never  haw  Mr. 

*  Lovelace,  if  they  can  hfelp  it^  and 
*'  as  I  preftfme  no  other  perfon  is  in  the 
'  way,  I  will  contentedly  wait  the  live 
'  of  this  mttter.  And  forgive  me^ 
'^  deareft  MifS}  but  a  prfon  flibuld 

*  fooner  ptrfuadie  me  to  give  up  to  him 

*  my  eflate,  as  an  inlbnce  of  my  gene- 

*  rottty,  becaufeift#  could  not  be  bappr 

*  tvithout  it,  than  I  would  a  much 
^  more  valuable  treafurc,  to  proinote 
'  the  felicity  of  another,  and  make  hia 

*  way  eaSer  to  circumvent  mtfelf. 

*  Pardon  me,  dear  Mifsj  but  f  mnil 
'  perfcvere,  though  I  am  forty  you 
'  iufteron  mv account,  as  you  are pleaC> 
^  ed  to  tliinK;  for  I  never  before  faw 

*  the  woman  I  could  love:  and  while 

*  there  is  any  hone,  and  that  you  re* 
'  main  undifpufed  of  to  fome  happier 
'  man,  I  mult  and  will  htjourfaHOJui 

*  and  ibfi^ious  admirer^ 

*  ROGEJt  S0LMB9. 

*  MAaCR  t6.^ 

.    MR.  JAMES  HiLRLdWE,  TO  MISS 
CU.  HAfcLOWI. 

*  MAtCH  l(« 

.■  TX^'H  AT  a  finewhim)rou  took  into 

^^    <  vourhead,  to  write  a  letter  to 

.<  Mr«  Solmcs,  to  perfuade.him  to  give 

*  up  his  prctenfions  to  youf— Of  a/Tthe 
/  pretty  romantick  flignts  yonha^  de- 
. '  lighted  in^i  this  wa»  certainly  one  of 

*  the  moft  extraordinary.    But  to  fay 

*  nothing  of  what  fires  us  dl  with  tn- 
'*  dtgnation  arainftyou)  (your  owning 

*  your  preppneiTion  in  a  villain's  fa- 
-  *  v6ur,  and  yous  iihpertinenee  to  me« 

$  and  your  fifteri  and  your  hacIcsi  one 


of  #hich  has  given  it  yW  iefttfcV 

child)  how  can  you  lay  at  Mr.  . 
Solmes^s  door  the  ufage  you  fo  bit- 
terhr  complain  of  ?— You  know.  If  nle 
fDoi  as  you  are,  that  tt  is  your  fond-^ 
iiefs  for  Lovelace  that  has  broo|rlil 
upon  you  all  thcfe  things;  and  wMch. 
wonid  have  happened  whether  Mr. 
8olmes  had  hoaoor^d  you  with  kit 
addrefles  or  not. 

*  Am  you  nruift  needtknow  thia  to  b« 
true,  cosfider,  pretty  witty  Mifs^  if 
your  fond  love -tick  heart  can  let  you 
confider,  what  a  fine  figure  all  your 
espoHulattons  with  Us,  and  charKea 
opoD  Mr.Solmet, make?— With  what 
propriety  do  you  dmumdoi  him  to  re- 
kore  to  you  your  former  happi  nefs  •  C  sm 
you  call  it,  and  M/rr/f  call  it^  fc»r  if 
you  thought  our  favour  fo,  you  would 
rtilore  it  to  yourfelf)  fiacc  it -is  yet 
in  your  own  power  to  do  fo  ?  There- 
fore, Mifa  Pert,  none  of  your  patfae- 
ticka,  eyce^t  in  the  right  |>)aoe.  I>e- 
pend  upon  it,  whether  you  have  Mr. 
Solmes,  or  not,  you  (hall  never  have 
your  heart's  delight,  the  vile  rake 
t^velace,  if  our  parents,  if  our  'ua« 
cles,  if  I,  can  hinder  it.  No!  yoa 
fallen  angel,  you  fiiall  not  gite  your 
father  and  mother  fuch  ayiyi,  nor  me 
fuch  9L  brother,  inriviiwyourlelfthat 
profligate  wretch  for  a  Si^l«ei/.  And 
To  fet  your  heart  at  reft,  and  lay  afid'e 
all  thoughts  of  him,  ifeveryou  ax- 
pelk  for^ivenefsy  reconciliation,  or  a 
kind  opinion  from  any  of  yovir  fa- 
mily; butefpectally  from  him,  iwho* 
at  prefenty  ftylcs  himfelf jear  Sr^ther, 

*  jAMSaUAJtLOW&. 

*  F.  S.  1  kjjMkw  your  knack  at  letter- 
'  writiii|fl  If  yon  Uttid  me  an  aiv. 
'  fwer  to  thist  I  will  retufB  it  usw 

*  opened)  for  I  will  not  arpie  ^ivith 

*  yomr  perveHcnefs  in  ib  plain  a  cafe^ 
*-  ««-OMy  once  for  all,  I  was  willio^ 

*  to  put  you  right  astoMr.  Solmes  | 

*  wm>ai  I  think  to  blanae  ta  troaabl* 

*  his  head  about  you.* 

LETTEJl    XaXt. 

MR.    LOVEtACEr  TO'  jaffH    afi«l.. 
POftDt  It^ 

FainATtMAacH  »• 

1  Receive,  with  great  plcaforey    ^||^ 
earty  and  cheerful  aflRimcea  <af  y^taa 
loyalty  aad  love*    And  let  our  ^rin. 


CLAHISSA    tTA&LOWrJ 


j^anAawiftuuij  frieoAt  soned  Im 

' '  I  woo&dVsvetiiee,  Jsckycomedowii^ 
m  focm  M^kvo^  cmnt  •  I  -bclicre  I  ifatM 
wit  wvax  tlie  Qthcrt  fo  Toon.  Yet  f bcj 
4My  come  ^own  to  Lord  M.'t.  I  win 
fm  tbovy'  if  not  to  recrive  theiDy  to  fa- 
«isiy  my.  loi4,  that  tbcre  h  no  new  mif- 
chM  in  hand,  which  will  i«i{iitre  hit 


10/ 


with 

Mill 


ForthyMf,  thou  muft  be  coalbqtly 

•     thefa. 

ther 


■wt  sot  for  mjAcwrityi  tl 
dne  do  nothine  bat  buily; 
oaly  at  a  diftaoce;  but  formy 
fmmmimt%  that  tho«  mayft,  fn>m 
<ho  Latia  and  the  Eafflitti' claflicfcty 
ken  ny  loTe-fick  Zbul  trom  dioopinff. 

Thov  hadft  Vcfft  come  to  me  here,  in 
^hy  old  corporal't  coats  thy  fervant  out 
oc  livery^  and  (o  be  upon  a  familiar 
Iboc  wmi.aic,  at  a  diiaot  relation^  to 
\it  pconded  foir  by  thy  iatenft  above-^ 
I  mean  not  in  Heaven,  thou  mayft  be 
lore.  Thoo  wilt  lind  me  at  a  little 
aldumiS?^  they  call  it  an  inn  i  the  White 
Hart;  noft  terribly  wounded  (hot  by 
4he  weather  only)  the  fign-— In  a  forry 
villa^}  within  nwt  milet  from  Harlowe 
Pbce.  ^very-body  kaowt  Harlowe 
Place;  for,  like  VeHaillet,  it  it  fpraag 
1^  Irodi  a  dtfnghill,  within  ev«y  el* 
dcrly  pcHbo't  remembrance.  Every 
poor  body,  particularly,  know*  it.  But 
that  oidy  for  a  few  yeart  pat,  iince  a 
cottin  angd  hat  appeared  there  among 
the  ibnt  and  daugnrertof  men. 

The  people  here  at  the  Haft  are  poor, 
but  honeft  i  and  have  gotten  it  into  their 
heads,  that  t  am  a  man  of  quality  in 
di^iie;  and  there  it  no  rdning  in 
4hcw  ofieious  rerpeft.  Here  it  a  pretty 
littk  fmirking  daughters  leventten  fix 
da^ago.  Icailhermyrofe  bud.  Her 
grandiMtlier,  (for  these  ia  no  mother) 
s  good  neat  old  woman,  at  ever  filled  a 
wicker  chair- in  a  chimney-corner,  haa 
belbaght  me  to  be  merciful  to  her. 

Thitiatheri^twaywitbme.  Ma- 
ny and  many  apretiy  rogue  had  I  fparcd^ 
whom  I  did  Ml  fpare,  had  my  power 
keen  aekaowkdged,  and  my  mercy  in 
time  implored.  But  the  dihiiUtri^ 
ferhfs  fliouid  be  my  motto,  were  I  to 
nave  a  new  one. 

Thia  €mple  chit  (for  there  it  a  fim* 
plicity  in  her  t1io«  wouldlfc  be  ^higkly 
pkaicdwith:  all  humbles  all  officiottfi 
aU  imMc«i^-I  love  her  for  her  humi- 
%,  keroflktoalntrt,.mkUfMforkir 


thtei  while  I  combal  w|4i  thawtathMg 
and  dbd|e  and  creep  about  tkavrtUft 
aiyl  porlicut  of  Harlowe  Place.  Thooi 
wilt  lee  in  her  mind,  all  that  bar  Aipo* 
riort  have  been  taught  to  coamui,  ia 
order  to  render  themid  vet  left  wmni^ 
undof  confequcnce  lefl  pleaiog. 

But  I  charge  thee,  that  thou  do  a«t 
(what  I  would  not  pennit  myfdf  t»d» 
for  the  world— I  charge  thee  that  tkea 
do  not)  crop  my  roft-bud.  She  it  tkn 
only  flower  of  fragrance*  thtt  baa  hkmm, 
in  thit  vicf  sage  for  ten  yeart  paft)  orwiH 
for  ten  yeart  to  come  t  for  1  have  looked 
backwardt  to  the  hmve^MteM^s^  aod  for- 
ward to  the  iwUl'Wti  having  bat  aa» 
much  lelfiire  upon  my  haadt  ut  my  pre* 
font  waiting* 

I  never  wat  fo  honeft  for  fo  Itmm 
together  fmce  my  matriculation,  tt 
benovea  me  fo  to  W--$ome  wuy  or 
other,  mv  rapeft  at  tkit  little  inn  majr 
be  found  out)  and  it  will  then  bt 
thought  that  my  rofe-bad  haa  attfiA* 
ed  me.  A  report  in  my  fovour,  foom 
fimplicitiet  to  amiable,  inay  eAa- 
blidi  anc}  for  the  grandmother't  rel#> 
tion  to  my  rofc-bud  may  be  Iwoni  tie 
and  the  iather  it  an  honcft  poor  ma»^ 
hat  no  Joy,  but  in  hit  fofe-bkdwui  O 

Jackt  fpare  thou  therefore  (for  I  Aafl 
mve  thee  often  alone  with  beo  fptru 
thoo)  any  rolc*budl«-Let  the  rule  I 
sever  departed  from,  but  it  coft  me  a 
long  reeret,  be  obforved  to.  my  rofou 
budi  Never  to  ruin  a  poor  girl,  whofo 
iinmlicity  and  innocence  were  all  Am 
haofeotruftto;  and  who6foft«amwcM 
too  low  to  fave  her  foom  the  rude  ooo- 
temptt  of  worfo  miudt  thmi  her  ^mm^ 
and  from  an  imligenceextiemet  foch  % 
one  will  only  pine  in  lecret;  and  at  laif, 
perhapt,  in  order  to  refoge  herfelf  fi^om 
iUnderoot  tooguet  ami  viiuknce,  )am 
induced  to  tempt  fome  guilty  imam,  dr 
ftek  her  end  in  the  knee-encnxttag  gai  - 
ter,  tbat,  peradveature,  wat  -the  hstk 
attempt  of  abandoned  love.— Mo  d^ 
iancm  will  my  rofo-bud  brmthes  rw 
ySKfr-dependeat,  lAer-doubtiag  watcb* 
fiilneft,  (indiraftlychalltegfogtl^io* 
ventive  machinationttodo  their,  worft) 
will  (he  aflumOk  Unfufpidoua  of  ktt 
.^danger,  the  lamb*t  throat  will  hardly 
iiun  thy  knifol«— O  bt  not  thou  the 
butcher  pf  ay  lambkial 
•  The  left  be  thou  fo,  for  theifdoAl 
Mt  going  to  give  thee— The  gentk 
hmnit  tpucked  by  levex  her  fottbft- 
ib«  heartt.  with'  a  paffioa  Ihe  hu  nor 

yet 
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ttr  •jee  fblkMrtiigft  rmiw§  GitMM«r» «     been  a  plotiffh-1 
^Mrfawmiffbboar'iioli,  living  [to  fp^k         Biit  the  jelrii 


Jl^tM^.  AceWticyDaibheaUbfteint 
$»  be»  abo«t  Am  rem  older  tlnn  ber» 
Iclf  t  plar-aMttamm  infancy,  till  hia 
MiMMntkand  heritfteeotk  ^ear  fur- 
micd  a  mfoD  for  «  greater  diftamoe  iii 
AsVf  vdiik  their  heart*  g«v»  a  better 
iff  thairMog  nearer  than  eten«*For  I 
JaMikReimthvlove  recipracal.  A 
li^capt  aad  a  how  at  lirftfteing  his  pretty 
jMHSfa)  tuminr  often  tofalnte  her  fol- 
Joving  eref  and»  whco  a  winding  fame 
dvaa  to  depntc  htm  of  her  fight,  hia 
^vhpla  holy  inmed  rouaud,  Jiia  hat  more 
fcyerently  d*offed  than '  before.  This 
'••iawered  Yfor,  vlifceny  I  wm  behind 
iher)  by  a  low  curtftyi  SQ<^  &  figb  'has 
JahoBywattdofarofftahcari-*^  Hap.. 
•^  ftf  whelp  1*  &id  I  to  myfelfi-f-I 
•withdaew)  and  in  trlpt  my  saft-bud, 
m  if  Atiafied  with  the  dumb  Ihew,  and 
wiAiog  ftothing  beyond  tt. 

IhavecKamMied  the  little  heart.  She 
4fa«nndetne  her  confidante.  Sheowna, 
Aeowldlovelohnny  Barton  wery  well: 
jmd  Jdiimy  Barton  ha»  told  her,  he 
0tmm  icnrt  bar  batter  thati  any  maiden 
JieilrtrfsMv-^  But,  abaritmut  not  be 
^  thought  of .*— ^  Why  n«t  be  thought 
f  ufi%  Bhcdoti'tknowl»-Andthenfe 
digWdc  hu  Johnny  hna  an  aunt,  who 
^wUfif*  him  afthundradpnuttds  ivhan 
hU  umt  19  oatf  and  her  father  cannot 

C'  I  her  but  a  tirw  thiikga,  or  hf  tp  fet 
cartvifb;  andthuugh  Johnsy*«  mu- 
4lHrfiiyf»  IheknoUrtaolwhcfle  johnny 
%vuld  have  a  prettier,  nr  notabler  wife, 
|wri  uiaiUmn  iiefighcdagatn*^  What 

•  AgBifict  talking  fi-P-I  would  not  have 

*  JwinyheuidiapEfyandpoorfiarBM! 
^  -i*Boravhat9Qodw9ald  that  do  any, 
•^  yMtkaow,  Sirl* 

What  wuvid  J  siue  (by  asylbul  any 
MJU  iqdaad  rdiBrm  ine»  if  bar 
KBptacahie  iaUf  ruin  ua  nut 
bothf  What  w^uld  I  giTtf)  to  have  i> 
iMioueat  and  lb  good  a  haaiti  ua  aithv 
«9r9oft-bud*t,  oyJolMny'at 

Ihauaa  t^fomukd  aifchicvouauou 
mibf  awfrn  too,  I  ihinfc!ii»A  gaud 
J>ftli<ii  iM«-Jttid-iiMi  itifea  faum  its. 
•liiiaat4tfaflw9ypiuAntlir«*-AJoae  uf 
intriffue^An  iontocion  tor  milohieff*- 
JL^mm/t  in  Dabdsiugi-^Foituoe  en* 
xuuragNig  aud  lupporting^-'^iuda  oatt- 
iilvliiiH«W^ts  t^fuAn^  juttaiiug? 


£t*  I  faeliata  I  hadWcn  "ungm,  Wf 

been  a  plough-hi^.  ^ 

Biit  the  delrira  iu  thia  lex!  Bttrnul 
uiHrtidera.  Whu,  that  hue uncatrufi* 
palfed  ^ith  them,  eterfucovtred  hii  yii^ 
tue?  And  yeturbire  there  if  not  vtfcai^ 
whicfa  nererthelara  we  firet^lifanai^ 
oantittuaUjFiAottinctodcftipy,  whuti^ 
there  eres.  io  the  ultiuiateof  uvr  un4wi 
with  them  i-^Fr^aratim  aad  iWfJim 
ikm  are  in  d  tnancier  ercry-fthings  re- 
JkQm  indeed  nwy  be  fninhing^  if 
«hd  mind  he  hardened  above  fcttingrhr 
guilt  of  a  pa^  ^ef^t^\  butthe>riMlM% 
whatiathrpeiAtiuit?  Andmthutbur 
ing  the  end,  nature  uuU  he  faitfaij 
with  it. 

3ce  what  gnve  luAeAiona  an  itBHf^ 
cent  fubjef^  will  produce!  h  fprne^  Ul^ 
Qomt  pleafura  to  think,  that  it  ie  out 
«put  or  my  p¥9itiir  to  lufor*:  but  thuR^ 
Jack,  I  am  a£raid  I  muft  keepbetiar 
company  than  J  duac  prRfeah*-4f'ur  «• 
certainly  harden  one  auoiher.  But  ft^ 
not  caft  down,  my  hoy^  ihert  wiU  bu 
lime  enough  to  give  the  whol^fimtemitp 
warn  in  z  to  chufe  aoo^er  lander  t  and  X 
fancy  tbou  wilt  be  the  man. 

Mean  time,  as  I  make  it  my  nilu» 
whenever  I  have  commiite4  a  very  cur 
pital  enormity,  tqdo  foaHa  geod  byunif 
pf  atonement;  and  aa  Lb&ve  I  em  a 
pMtty  deal  indebted  o»  thai  icocet  )  in»- 
iend,  before  I  ieave  thefc  parte,  (fiic^ 
ceiafully  Aall  I  ieeire  them  I  hope,  or  I 
fliall  be  tempted  to  double  the  iaifchiidr 
>y  way  of  rerenge,  though  uot  to  mj 
rofe-bud  any)  toyataanhundrBd  ipamom 
to  Johnny  Vaunt>  hundred  ppunda,  to 
make  pne  innocent  couple  happv.«^ 
repeat therefere,  M»d  fior  balf^a-doMH 
inort  tlm^fkrtStfymrt  thoumy  refe-bud. 

An  interruptiiDB—^AQqther  letter 
^UBOB}  aad butkihall got 


LETTElt    MCXV. 

tta*  X.OT£LACB^  TO  JOHN  BBL< 

poap,  Bsq^ 

IHhee  found  out  by  mf^wmcifiil/fi^ 
•Imoft  M  BMnvof  my  charmer'am<a' 
tionayiua  of  theleoftbireftof  herceU- 
tipns.  It  deliffhtt  me  ^  ehiok^iew  thu 
^palbal  ii  cartMd  by  «be  iinekee  And  ne-. 
yheu^S  aodlet  intolA«fr  ^ecraiaf  yet  ft 
yeocfdda  «11  the  tine  iMT  tfQP  Une  of  d(- 
luiUen.  Ikttuchtf|^h«K»W«pe«€v, 
••  iivltfCMi  o£  kit  inAni  uptekly  Ai- 
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rof 


ftti,aimj  fvCiift  f«viiNir,tof«lcecarev 
ifeM  iMithM'  my  be1«vcd,  tior  wy  of  the 
teily^ftti^lrimt  1  hsiretold  hinthat 
kt  mf  ttdtci  fiFitch  bcr  cfp^cflf t  tnd 
f^grdtf )  but  tliac  only  keep  tff  oth^r 
fifffUMf  (fMi  her  Mtb«|  yet  doc  to  b« 
hn  by  fier  kidifclf . 

Tke  deir  cvctture  Hat  tempted  him, 
k  told  ikem^  «rtlk  m  bribe  [which  ]h§ 
U^MT  ^tnd\  to  conrey*  a  letter  [  -which 
JkuvtrKiimii}  to  Mift  Howt}  hthg* 
kvtSf  with  «me  indofed,  {perhmpt  i% 
ma)  but  be  declined  it;  and  he  begged 
ttey  woold-  take  no  isotice  of  it  to  her. 
Thb  bMugfbt  him  a  thngy  fliiilinef 
not  applauie^  and  an  iniuii6l}on  fo4« 
EMid  tt  to  aH  tht  fervantt»  for  the 
tvidt*  look-mit,  !eft  Ae  fhould  con  I 
tnve  taie  way  to  fend  it— And,  about 
aa  hevr  fefnr,  an  0rder  was  given  bim 
faihrowhiinieif  in  herwayj  and  (ex- 
prtffiiig  hit  eoacern  for  denying  her  re* 
^o^)  to  tender  hit  ftnkm  to  her,  and 
tahring  them  her  letter t  which  it  will 
\itfnp€rfifr  bm  tp  report  that  Ihe  hu 
Itniwd  to  gtre  bim* 

Mow,  fecft  thoo  not  how  many  good 
tndt  thitcontrirance  anfwertf 

la  the  fiff^  flace,  the  ladT  it  fecvred 
hy  k,  againil  her  own  knowledge,  in  the 
tiberty  allowed  her  of  taking  her  private 
tralkt  in  the  garden ;  for  this  attempt  hat 
CDndrmed  them  in  their  belief,  fhat  now 
they  have  tvmed  off  her  maid,  ihe  hat 
no  way  to  lend  a  letter  out  of  the  houfei 
if  the  had,  te  woold  not  hare  run  the 
lilqucof  tempting  o  fellow  who  had  not 
bena  in  bcr  fecret-— So  that  flie  can  pro4. 
IkvietinMpedediy  hcreorrefpoodtace 
with  mt»  and  Mift  Howe. 

In  the  ticct  iikeey  it  will  pcrhapv  nf- 
llMdamm)'0|mrtQnityof  a  private  m^ 
tnrview  with  her,  which  I  am  meditate 
imgt  Itt  hor  t«ke  ic  aa  4e  wiU;  •bsving 
4mimd  owt  by  my^  (wlio  can  keep  oc 
fitfy.body  elfe)  thet  dM  goet  everjr 
morning  nnd  ci«ning  to«  wgod«>heiifc 
lemote  timn  the  dwelling -hoirie,  und^ 
Mtence  of  vi6ting  and  feeding  a  fet  «^ 
4antam-«rk|fltry,  which  weiv  produccH 
"ftom  a  hroed  that  wat  her  grandfather^ 
-and  of  which,  for  that  reaA>n,  (he  it  wmy 
fond;  na  al^  of  (bmt  other  curiotia 
^»wla  hroisght  from  the  fame  plaecu  I 
havean  aocoontof  nM  her  nwtioM  held. 
•-•And  on  diehM  owned  to  me  in  ooe  of 
iMr  lettcra  that  iieooiT»rpofidt  pf  ivate^ 
vitb  Milt  Howe,  I  pttfume  it  it  by  thit 
•ny. 
"no  iniflniMr  I  «a  Mtdteibigb  wttl 


prod  oce  her  con  fent,  i  hope,  to  other fa^ 
voars  of  th«  like  kinds  tor,  AitMild  fliO 
not  chufc  (h«  place  m  which  1  am  ck« 
pcftin^  Co  iec  her,  I  can  attend  her  any 
wherein  the  rambling,  Dntch-taiU  gur. 
den,  whenever  Ihe  will  permit  me  that 
honour}  tor  my  implement.  Sigh  Jo/eph 
£^OTA»,  hat  procured  rac  the  opportunity 
of  getting  two  keys  made  to  tne  gardens 
door,  (one  of  which  1  have  given  him« 
for  reafons  good})  which  door  opens  to 
the  haunted  coppice,  at  tradition  hai 
made  the  fervants  think  it;  a  man  bav- 
in^ been  found  ban^in^r  in  it  about 
twenty  year*  ago:  and  Jo fcph,  upon  pro- 
per notice,  will  leave  it  unbolted. 

But  I  was  obliged  previoufly  togivf 
him  my  honour,  that  no  mifchief  fhould 
happen  to  aav  of  my  adverfariet  firom 
this  hbertys  (or  the  fellow  tells  me,  ho 
loves  all  his  masters:  and,  only  that  he 
knows  I  am  a  man  of  honour)  and  thai 
my  alliance  will  do  credit  to  the  family) 
and  after  pi  cjudices  are  overcome, every- 
body will  think  fo)  or  he  would  nut  tor 
the  world  a^  the  part  he  doea. . 

There  never  was  a  rogue,  who  had 
Dot  a  ioivo  to  himfelf  far  being  £0.0^ 
What  a  prai  ie  to  h^mefiy^  that  every  man 

£retends  to  it,  even  at  the  indanc  that 
e  knows  he  it  purfuing  the  methoda 
that  will  perhaps  prove  him  a  knave  Id 
the  whole  world,  at  well  at  an  hit  own 
confcience? 

But  what  thit  ftupid  family  can  mea% 
to  make  all  this  neceflliry,  I  cannot ima*> 
ginc.  My  niTinocandmy Lorcam 
vppermoit  by  turns,  if  the  latter  luow 
ceed  not,  the  gratifying  of  the  former 
will  be  my  only  conlolaiien:  and,  by  all 
that's  good,  they  fhall  feel  \\\  although 
for  it  I  become  an  ejcile  from  my  nolteo 
«ountryf6rever1 

I  will  throw  myfirlf  into  my  tharv 
"mer^s  prefence.  I  have  CAOice  already  at- 
tenvpted  it  invain.  1  Ai all  then  fee  whot 
I  may  depend  u;M>n  from  lierfaveur.  If 
I  thought  I  had  no  proipe5b  of  that,  f 
diould  be  tempted  to  carry  her  o<f.<<«i 
That  would  be  a  rape  W0nhy  of  a  Jtu 
pitcrl 

■  But  all  gtmle  (hall  be  my  moov^ 
ments :  all  rdpc(Kfut ,  even <to r0veftnct» 
•my  addrefs  to  her— Her  hand  diaJl  he 
the  only  witnefs  to  the  prHTupe  of  my 
*lip*-my  tfemh^ii%g  lip<  4  4oew  itWt 
ti'emble,  if  I  do  not  iSei  <t  tremble.  As 
foft  my  light,  OS  theiighs  of  my  gamie 
rofe-bud.  By  Mjhnmilityvnil  I  tnvite 
Wr  C0DfidqM»«  t^  l»A»nelb  of  the 


no 


.eXAltlSSA:  HARLOIIirz. 


fhn  Ikall  grrt  me  «o  tdvmittge  s  t» 
4iffipftte  her  fears,  and  evgaee  her  te- 
Itattce  opon  my  honour  far  Ibe  fiitifra, 
lliall  be ftij  whole «n4eavour;  butlfttW 
wiU  I  cMBplain  of»  not  at  all  wili  I 
Ikvatcn,  ibofe  who  urc  continually 
tbreateoiiig  me;  but  yet  with  a  view  to 
mR  the  part  of  Dryden**  Ltonf  to  fecu  re 
my  love,  or  to  let  loofe  my  i»eBgeancc 
ti^Mi  oiy  buiitfrf.  x 

«  What  thoash  hU  anrighty  hoi  hU  grief  cmn  ' 

*  uin»? 

f  He  aiedJucn  revenge  who  hstfi  compliintt 

*  And,  like  a  lion  fiumbVing  in  nis  wiy, 

'  Or  fieepdUTembllftg.  while  he  watts  his  prey, 
«  His  learlef*  foes  within  his  diftance  dravu) 

*  CooftraJBi  hu  roaring,  and  contra£b  hi> 

*  pawj! 

*'T!H  it  the  laft,  \ia  time  for  fbry  found, 
^-Ht  Aoetti  wt^  fudden  vengeance  fnm  the 

'  groendt 
^  The  ffsftrati  vulgar  pafleso'er,  and  ipares; 

*  BB^fnthalottttj^ragie,  his  buuters  tears.* 


lETTER    XXXVI. 

inSi  C|,A«Xt8A  HAtLaWE,  TO  Milt 

flows. 

SATVaDATiMJkaca  tt. 

IHsve  been  frighted  out  of  my  wits— 
Snll  am  in  a  manner  out  of  breath— 
That  occafioned— I  went  down,  under 
fimvMi  pittcnce,  inhopet  to  find  foise. 
tlM^  ff«B  you.  Concerned  at  my  difo 
ilUfflintmfnt,  I  wat  retnrning  from  the 
^Mpd-honie,  when  I  heard  a  ruftltn;  at 
«f  lomebody  behind  a  ftack  of  wood. 
I  was  e&tresnely  furpriaad:  but  ftiU 
jMie,  to  behold  a  man  coming  from 
hahiiid  (he  rortbcrmoft  ftack.  '  O/ 
dioaglit  I,  at  that  moment,  ^  tlM  fin  of 
^  a  prohibited  corrcipondencer 

In  the  lame  point  of  time  that  I  fav 
IwB,  be  btfimgnt  me  not  to  be  frighted: 
«nd»  till  nearer  approaching  ma,  thiew 
open  a  horftman*a  coat;  andwho  iboo  Id 
It  be  bvl  Mr.  Lovelace!— I  could  not 
leftaqi  oot,  (yet  attempted  to  icreami 
the  moment  I  faw  a  mani  and  again, 
when  I  fiiw  wh9  it  watj)  for  I  hMl  no 

.  voiats  and  bad  I  not  caught  hold  of  a 
pop  vhicb  fuppoatd  t£  ^d  loof,  I 
ihoiU  hare  liiak. 

I  bad  hitherto,  at  you  J^now,  kept 
iMm  at  »dtftaiico:  and  noww  aa  I  rcco* 

•  vtfed  myftlf,  lodge  of  my  firttemotiont* 
whan  I  reool[e6iad  bis  chara^lcr  from 

^very  mouth  of.  m)r  ^vnUy;  his  enter* 


pristng  temper!  and  hnmd  myAtIf  alono 
with  him,  in  a  pl|pt  fo  near  a  bya-laiio« 
and  lb  remote  from  the  bolife*' 

But  hit  rcfpeafol  bthwrioncfeondif. 
fipaied  theit  leaf  t,  and  g«re  maofhctai 
kft  we  (h<jwld  be  leen  together,  and  itt  • 
formation  of  it  given  to  my  hrothora 
the  confeqnencet  of  which,  I  could 
readily  thtok,  would  boi  if  not  further 
mifchief,  an  impotod  aiSg^nation.  a 
fti-ider  conftoement,  a  forfeiteii  com- 
fpondence  with  voti,  my  beloyed  frioA4k, 
an(i  a  pretence  for  the  moll  violent  conar 
puI(ion;sand  neithei  theonaiittof  re- 
0e6lio&t,  nor  the  other,  ac^uiNad  buar 
to  me  for  hit  bold  intrufioo. 

Aafoon,  therefore,  as  I  could. Ibcaik» 
lexprefiVd  with  the  greateft  warmlHl  ^Ifl^ 
riii'pleaAire;  and  told  htm,  thathecarod 
not  how  much  he  exposed . me  to  the  la^ 
ientiiirnt  of  ali  my  friendt,  provided  he 
could  gratify  hit  own  imoetnout  h«* 
mour.  1  thai  commanded  nim  to  leave 
the  place  that  moment^  and  waa  hurry  • 
ing  from  him,  when  he  threw  hiialblf 
in  the  way  at  my  /eet,  beleecbing  mf 
ftay  for  one  momept;  dedaring»  thaft 
he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  guilty  of  thio 
ratmeft,  at  I  thought  it,  to  avoiU  one 
much  greater— For,  in  fliiort*  he  coutd ' 
not  bear  the  hourly  iafults  ht  rcceivn4 
from  my  family*  with  the  thouehta  e£ 
Having  lo  lirtie  tatereft  in  my  nivour^ 
that  he  couU  not  promife  himielf  that 
hit  patience  an^d  forbearance  would  bo 
attended  with  any  other  iflue  than  t9 
lofe  me  for  ever,  and  be  triumpbed  over 
an4  in/ulted  upon  it. 

Thii  man,  you  kifow,  hat  very  remAy 
kneet.  Vou  have  faid,  that  he  oua^i^ 
in  fmall  pointt,  frequently  to  o£iid, 
on  purpole  to  ikew  what  an  wMrgft  fag 
bmafterof. 

He  ran  on,  exprefliug  hit  Ipmrehas- 
liont  that  a  tamper  fo  gtnde  a»d  obliffw 
tag,  ai  he  faid  mine  wat,  to  every  ^boS^ 
bet  him,  (and  a  dutifidnelt  fo  exem- 
plary inclined  me  to  do  my  pnct  t^ 
tichen,  whether  they  did  theira  or  not 
by  loe)  would  be  wrought  upon  ia  fa^ 
.VQur  of  a  man  1^  up  in  part  to  be  re- 
venged upon  myfelf.  for  my  grand. 
father's  envied  diftinAioQ  of  ine|  mmd 
Jn  |Mrt  to  be  revenged  upon  biin,  f^r 
.having. given  lift  to  one,  who  would 
have  ttken  hit;  and  now  fought  tode- 
oriva  him  of  hopas  daaiar  to  kin  tbati 
life. 

I  told  him  he  v^t^t  be  aJTiind^  that 
jh^.fevatjiT  APiilTvAgt  )  aaetjvitb 

would 
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would  be  far  from  cfFe^ing  the  pro- 
pofed  end:  that  although  I  could,  with 
great  fincerity,  declare  for  a  iinele  fife, 
(which  had  always  been  my  choice;} 
and  particularly,  that  if  ever  I  married, 
if  they  would  not  inHft  upon  the  man  t 
bad  an  aTerfion  to»  it  ihould  not  be  with 
the  man  they  difliked. 

He  interrupted  me  here:  he  hoped  I 
would  forgive  him  for  it;  but  be  could 
not  help  exprefling  his  great  concern, 
thar,  after  ib  many  inifances  of  hit 
paffionate  and  obfequious  devotion— 

'  And  pray.  Sir/  faid  I,  '  let  me  in- 

*  tnrupt  you  in  my  turn— Why  don't 
<  yra  atfert,  in  ftill  plainer  words,  the 

*  obligation  you  have  laid  meander  by 

*  this  your  boafted  devotion  ?  Why 
'  dan't  you  let  me  know,  in  terms  at 

*  high  as  your  implication,  that  a  per- 

*  feverance  I  have  not  wiflied  for,  which 
'  has  fet  all  my  relations  at  variance 

*  with  me,  is  a  merit  that  throws  up- 
^  on  me  the  giiilt  of  ingratitude  for  not 
'  anfwering  it  as  you  feem  to  expefl  ?' 

Imnft  forgive  him,  he  faid,  if  he,  who 
pretended  only  to  a  comparative  merits 
(and  otberwiK  thought  no  man  living 
could  deferve  me)  had  prefumed  to  hope 
for  a  greater  ihare  in  my  favouj-,  than 
he  had  hitherto  met  wjth,  when  fuch 
nien  as  Mr.  Symmes,  Mr.  Wyerley, 
and  now,  laftly,  fo  vile  a  reptile  as  this 
Solmcs,  however  difcouraged  by  my- 
f«lf,  were  made  bis  competitors.  As 
to  the  perfeverance  I  mentioned,  it  was 
Jmpoffible  for  him  not  to  pcrfcvere:  but 
Imft  needs  know,  that  were  be  not  in 
bsing,  the  terms  Solmes  had  propofed 
were  fnch,  as  would  have  involved  me 
in  the  fame  difficulties  with  my  relations 
that  I  now  laboured  under.  He  there- 
fore took  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  my  fa- 
Toortohim,  far  from  increafing  thofe 
difficulfics,  would  be  the  readied  way 
to  extricate  me  from  them.  Tjiey  had 
n^ade  it  impoffible  [he  told  me,  with 
too  much  truth]  to  oblige  them  any 
*ay,  but  by  facrificina;  myfelf  to 
Solmes .  They  were  welfapprized  bc- 
fides  of  the  difference  between  the  two } 
we,  whom  they  hope4  to  mana«  at 
^y  pleafed;  the  other,  who  could  and 
Would  protect:  me  from  every  iDfult ; 
jsd  who  had  natural  ptofpcctl  much 
rapcrior  to  my  brothef^s  Jwllft  viewt 
w  a  title. 

How  comes  this  man  to  know'fb  well 
^  our  foiblca  ?   But  I  mpre  wonder, 


how  he  came  to  have  a  notion  of  meet* 
ing  me  in  this  place? 

I  was  very  uneafy  to  be  gone;  and 
the  more  as  the  night  came  on  apace* 
But  there  was  no  getting  from  him^ 
til)  I  had  heard  a  great  deal  more  of 
whiit  he  had  to  (ay. 

As  he  hoped,  that  I  would  one  day 
make  him  the  happieft  man  in  the 
world,  he  affured  me,  that  he  had  fo 
tnuch  regard  for  my  fame,  that  he 
would  be  as  far  from  advifmg  any  ftep 
that  was  likely  to  caft  a  (hade  upon  my 
reputation  (although  that  ftep  was  to 
be  ever  fo  much  in  his  own  favour)  at 
I  would  be  to  folldw  fuch  advice.  But 
iince  I  was  not  to  be  permitted  to  live 
(ingle,  he  would  fohmit  it  to  my  con- 
£deration,  whether  I  had  anyway  but 
cm  to  avoid  the  intended  violence  to 
my  inclinations'— My  father  fo  jealout 
of  his  authority]  both  my  uncles  in 
my  father^s  way  of  thinking;  my  cou- 
fm  Morden  at  a  distance ;  my  uncle  and 
aunt  Hcrvey  awed  into  infignijicancef 
was  his  word}  my  brother  and  (iftcr  in» 
flaming  every  one^  Solmes*s  offers  cap* 
tivating;  Mifs  Howe's  mother  rather 
of  a  party  with  them,  for  motives  re- 
fpe^ing  example  to  her  own  daughter. 

And  then  h^  afked  me,  if  I  would  re* 
ceive  a  letter  from  Lady  Betty  Law. 
ranee,  on  this  occa(ion :  i^or  Lady  Sarah 
Sadleir,  he  faid,  having  lately  lod  her 
only  child,  hardly  looked  int.  le 
world,  or  thought  of  it  farther  than  to 
wi(h  him  married,  and  preferably  to  all 
the  women  in  the  world,  with  me. 

To  be  fure,  my  dear,  there  is  a  great 
deal  in  what  the  man  faid— I  may  be 
allowed  to  fay  this,  without  an  imputed 
glotu  or  /ifrr^^.— -But  I  told  him  never- 
thelefs,  that  although  I  had  ereat  ho-* 
nour  for  the  ladies  be  was  related  to, 
yet  I  (hould  not  chufeto  receive  a  letter 
on  a  fubje£l  that  had  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote an  end  I  was  far  from  intending 
to  promote:  that  it  became  me,  ill  as  I 
was  treated  at  prefent,  to  hope  every* 
thing,  to  ifiar  every- thing,  and  to  try 
every  -  thing.  When  m  y  fither  fa  w  my 
ftedfaflnefs,  and  that  I  would  die  ra- 
tber  than  have  Mr.  Solmet,  he  would 
perhaps  recede. 

Interrupting  me,  he  repre(cnted  tht 
unlikelihood  there  was  ot  that,  from 
the  courfes  they  had  entered  uponi 
which  he  thus  enumerated :«>Theireii« 
gaging  Mri,  Howe  againft  mt,  in  tht 
P-  fira 
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firft  place,  98  i  perfon  I  might  have 
thought  to  fly  to,  if  pufticd  to  defpe- 
ration—- my  brother  continually  buz- 
zing in  my  father's  eais,  that  my  cou- 
lin  Morden  would  foon  arrive,  and 
then  would  infift  upon  giving  me  pof- 
feflion  of  my  erandfather^s  eftate,  in 
purfuance  of  the  will)  which  would 
render  me  independent  of  my  father-— 
their  difgraceful  confinement  of  me— « 
their  difmifling  fo  fuddcnly  my  fervant, 
and  fetting  my  fitter's  over  me— their 
cngaginc^  my  mother,  contrary  to  her 
own  judgment,  againft  me;  thefe,  he 
faid,  were  all  fo  many  flan-ant  proofs 
that  they  v^rould  ftick  at  notning  to  carry 
their  pointy  and  wei^e  what  made  him 
jnexprefllbly  uneafy. 

He  appealed  to  me,  whether  ever  I 
knew  my  father  recede  from  any  refo- 
lution  he  had  once  fixed;  efpecially^  if 
lie  thought  either  his  prerogative,  or 
his  authority,  concerned  in  the  quef- 
tioa.  His  acquaintance  with  our  fa- 
mily, he  faiu,  enabled  him  to  eive  fe- 
Veral  inttances  (but  they  would  be  too 
grating  to  me}  of  an  arbitrarinefs  that 
Fad  few  examples  even  in  the  families 
of  princes:  an  arbitrarinefs,  which  the 
moil  excellent  of  women,  my  mother, 
too  feverely  experienced. 

Ho  was  proceeding,  as  I  thought^ 
^ith  reHeflions  of  this  fort;  and  I  an- 
grily told  him,  I  would  not  permit  mf 
father  to  be  reflefled  upon;  adding. 
That  his  (c verity  to  me,  howevei*  un- 
merited, was  not  a  warrant  for  me  to 
cliipenfe  with  my  duty  to  hinx, 
.  He  had  no  pleafur^,  he  faid,  in  urg- 
ing aoy*thing  that  could  beyb  con*- 
ftrued;  for,  however  well  warranted  bi 
was  to  make  fuch  refleflions  from  the 
provocations  they  were  continually  giv- 
jng  him,  he  knew  how  olfenfive  to  me 
any  liberties  gf  this  fort  would  be.— 
And  yet  he  mutt  own,  that  it  was  pain- 
ful to  h'mt  who  had  youth  and  pailions 
to  be  allowed  for,  as  well  as  others,  and 
who  had  always  valued  himfelf  upon 
fpcakin^  his  mind;  to  curb  himielf, 
-ynder  inch  treatment.  NeveithelefS| 
his  confideration  for  me  would  make 
^iro  confine  himfelf,  in  his  oblerva- 
tions,  to  fa^s  that  were  too  flagrant, 
and  too  openly  avowed,  to  be  difputed. 
it  could  not  therefore  J«/?/)/  difpleafe,  he 
would  venture  to  fay,  if  he  made  this 
natural  inference  from  the  prcmifcs. 
That  if  fuch  were  my  father's  beha- 
f  lour  to  a  wife  who  difputed  not  the 


imaginary  prerog^thte  ht  wasib  ^ut" 
precedently  fond  of  aflerting,  v/hat 
room  had  a  daughter  to  hope,  that  he 
would  depart  frona  an  authority  he  was 
fo  earnett,  and  fo  much  more  concern- 
ed to  maintain?— Family.interctts  at 
the  fame  time  engaging;  an  averfion, 
however  caufelefsly  conceived,  ttima- 
lating;  my  brother's  and  fitter's  refent- 
ments  and  felfilh  views  co-operating; 
and  my  banifliment  from  their  prefcnce 
depriving  me  of  all  perfgnal  plea  or 
entreaty  in  my  own  favour. 

How  unhappy,  my  dear,  that  there 
is  but  too  much  reafon  for  thefe  obfier- 
vations,  and  for  this  inference;  made, 
likewife,  with  more  coolnefs  and  re- 
fpe^  to  mv  family  than  one  would  have 
apprehenood  from  a  man  fo  much  pro<* 
voiced,  and  of  pafiTions  fo  high,  and 
generally  thought  uncontroulable* 

Will  you  not  queftion  me  about 
throbs  and^/ooui,  if,  from  fuchinftancet 
of  a  command  over  his  fiery  temper,  for 
my  fake,  I  am  ready  to  inter,  that  were 
my  friends  capable  of  a  reconciliation 
with  him,  he  might  be  affe6led  by  ar- 
guments apparently  calculated  for  his 
prefent  and  futui^  -good !  Nor  is  it  a 
very  bad  indication,  that  he  has  fuch 
moderate  notions  of  that  very  high  pre* 
rogative  in  husbands,  of  which  we  ia 
our  family  have  been  accuftomed  to 
hear  fo  much. 

He  reprefented  to  me,  that  my  pre- 
fent diferaceful  confinement  was  known 
to  all  the  world:  that  neither  my  fitter 
nor  brother  fcrupled  to  reprefent  me  as 
an  obliged  and  tayoured  child  in  a  ftate 
of  actual  rebellion— that,  neverthelefs, 
every-body  who  knew  me  was  ready  to 
juftify  me  for  an  averfion  to  a  man 
whom  every-body  thought  utterly  un- 
worthy of  mey  and  more  fit  for  my Jif" 
ter.  That  unhappy  as  he  was,  in  not 
having  been  able  to  make  any  greater 
imprdlion  upon  me  in  his  favour,  all 
the  world  gave  me  to  him:  nor  waf 
there  but  one  objeftion  made  to  him,  by 
his  very  enemies;^  (his  birth,  his  for- 
tunes,  his  profpe^s,  all  unexception- 
able, and  the  latter  iblendid}  and  that 
obje^ion,  he  thdnked  God,  and  my  ex- 
ample, was  in  a  fair  way  of  being  re- 
moved for  ever;  fince  he  had  ieen  his 
error,  and  was  heartily  fick  of  the 
couribs  he  had  followed;  which,  bow- 
ever,  were  far  lefs  enormous  than  naa- 
llce  and  envy  had  reprefented  them  to 
be.    But  of  tbii  he  diould  fay  the  left. 
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SB  rt  w^re  ntscli  better  to  juftify  him- 
fd(  by  li's  adions,  than  by  the  moft 
fiJemn  i^erei-ations  and  promi  fes .  And 
dien  coffiplirocnt'mz  my  ferfony  he  af- 
fared  me  (for  that  he  always  loi/edviT- 
toe,  altbcugh  he  had  not  followed  it^s 
rales  as  he  doebt)  that  he  was  ftill 
iBort  captiyated  with  the  graces  of  mv 
Mm/:  and  would  frankly  own,  that  tiil 
he  had  the  honotir  to  know  me,  he  had 
BCYemiet  with  an  inducement  fufficient 
to  eaabie  him  to  overcome  an  unhappy 
kind  of  prejudice  to  matrimony;  which 
had  made  nim  before  impenetrable  to 
thevilhes  and  recommendations  of  all 
kis  relations. 

You  lee,  my  dear,  he  fcniples  not  to 
i^eak  of  hinlelf.  as  his  enemies  fpeak 
w  him.  I  caii*t  fay,  but  his  opennefs 
intbefe  particulars  gives  a  credit  to  his 
flcber  profeifions.  I  fliould  eofilyy  I 
fhiak,  dcte6^  an  hypocrite:  and  ibis 
nan  paitkularhry  who  is  ^d  to  have 
alloM  himfelr  in  great  liberties,  were 
ht  to  pretend  to  in/hmtofteouj  lights  and 
coDvtclions^at  this  time  of  life  too^ 
IfabfO,  I  am  fenfible,  are  not  fo  eafily 
dtanged.  You  have  always  joined 
'with  me  in  remarking,  that  he  wi)l 
fpeak  his  mind  with  freedom^  even  to 
1  degfce  of  unpolitenefs  fometimes; 
aod  diat  his  very  treatment  of  my  fa- 
mily is  a  proof  that  he  cannot  make  a 
mean  court  to'  any-body  for  interef!- 
6ko— What  pity,  where  there  are  fuch 
imdable  traces,  that  they  fliould  have 
been  fo  mired,  and  choaked  ud,  as  I 
nay  &T!<-«We  have  heard,  that  the 
,maD*s  head  is  better  than  his  heart: 
b«t  do  you  really  think  Mr.  Lovelace 
€aBhavem<v^lnuil  heart?  Whylbould 
Mt  tbere  be  iometbing  in  blood  in  the 
homan  creature,  cs  well  as  in  the  igno- 
klcr  animals  f  None  of  his  family  are 
exceptionable-— but  himielf,  indeed. 
The  charaders  of  the  ladies  art  admi- 
rable—»Bttt  I  Ihall  incur  the  imputation 
Iwilh  to  avoid.  Yet  what  a  look  of 
cenforioufneft  does  it  carry  in  an  un- 
foarmg  friend,  to  take  one  to  talk  for 
uom^  that  juftice,  and  making  thofe 
diantabie  inferences  in  favour  of  a  par- 
ticttlar  perfon,  which  one  oupht  with- 
out ferupte  to  do,  and  to  make,  in  the 
behalf  of  any  other  man  living? 

He  then  again  prefled  me  to  receive  a 
letter  of  offered  protection  from  Lady 
Bet^.  He  tud,  that  people  of  birtn 
'flood  a  little  too  much  upon  punctilio} 
M  people  of  virtue  a}fo  didi  (But  m« 


deed  birth,  worthily  lived  up  to,  wai 
virtuej  virtue,  birth;  the  inducements 
to  a  decent  punctilio  the  fame;  t^e  oil* 
gin  of  both,  one)  [How  came  this  no- 
tion from  him!]— Elfe,  Lady  Betty 
would  write  to  me.  But  flie  would  pc 
willipg  to  be  firft  apprrzed,  that  her  of- 
fer would  be  well  received — as  it  woi)id 
have  the  appearance  of  bein^  made 
againil  the  likingof  one  part  of  my  fa- 
mily; and  which  nothing  would  induce 
her  to  make  but  the  degree  of  unwor- 
thy perfeciition  which  I  a6lually  It- 
boui-ed  under,  and  had  reafon  further 
to  apprehend. 

1  told  him,  that,  however  greatly  I 
thought  myfelf  obliged  to  Lady  Betty 
Lawrance,  if  this  otter  came  from  her* 
felf ;  yet  it  was  eafy  to  fee  to  what  it 
led.  It  might  look  like  vanity  in  me 
perhaps  to  (ay.  That  this  urgency  in 
Dim,  on  this  occafion,  wore  the  face  of 
art,  in  order  to  engage  me  into  meafures 
from  which  I  might  not  eafily  extricate 
mvfelf.  I  faid,  that  I  (hould  not  be 
affc6ked  by  the  fplendor  of  even  a  royal 
■  ti  tie.  tioodnefs,  I  thought,  was  greai^ 
nefs:  that  the  excellent  charaAers  of  the 
ladies  of  his  family  weighed  more  with 
me,  than  the  coniideratlon  that  they 
were  half-fiftcis  to  Lord M.  anddaugh- 
iti'i  of  an  earl;  that  he  would  not  have 
found  encouragement  from  me,  had 
my  friends  been  conjenting  to  his  ad- 
drefs,  if  he  had  only  a  tnere  relative 
merit  to  thofe  ladies;  fmce,  in  that 
cafe,  the  very  realbns  that  made  me  ad- 
mire tbemt  would  have  been  fo  many 
obj  eft  ions  to  their  km/man, 

I  then  aiTured  him,  that  it  was  with 
infinite  concern,  that  I  had  found  my- 
felf drawn  into  an  epiftolary  corre- 
fpondence  with  him;  efpecially  fince 
that  correfpondence  had  been  prohi- 
bited :— and  the  only  agreeable  ufe  I 
could  think  of  making  of  this  unex* 
pe^ed  and  undefired  interview,  was, 
to  let  him  know,  that  I  (hould  from 
henceforth  think  myfelf  obliged  to  dif- 
continue  it.  And  I  hoped,  that  he 
would  not  have  the  thought  of  engag- 
ing me  to  carry  it  on  by  menacing  my 
relations. 

There  was  light  enough  to  diftin- 
gruifh  that  he  looked  very  grave  upon 
this.  He  fo  much  valued  my  free 
choice,  he  faid,  and  my  unbialjed  fa- 
vour, ^fcorning  to  fet  himfelf  upon  a 
foot  with  Solmes  in  the  corapulfory 
metho^f  ufed  in  that  man's  behalf) 
Pa  that 


114 


CLARISSA    HARLOWE. 


tbAt  be  ibould  hale  himfelfy  ^wdn  be 
capable  of  a  view  of  intimidating  me 
by  fo  very  poor  a  method.  But,  ne- 
verthelefs,  ttiere  were  two  thiag«  to  be 
con/tdered:  fii-ft,  that  the  continual 
outrages  he  was  treated  with}  the  fpiet 
fet  over  him,  one  of  which  he  had  de- 
teAed;  the  indignities  all  his  family 
wrerelikewife  tPeatedwitb;  as  alfo,  mv- 
felf;  avowedly  in  nnlice  to  him,  or  be 
Ihould  not  prefume  to  take  upon  him- 
felf  to  refentfbr  me»  without  my  leave 

(The  artful  wretch  faw  he  would  have 
aiti  open  here,  had  be  not  thus  guard- 
ed]—All  thefe  confiderations  called 
upon  him  to  (hew  a  proper  refentment; 
and  he  would  leave  it  to  me  to  ju(^ee» 
whether  it  would  be  reafonable  for 
htm,  as  a  man  of  fpirit,  to  bear  fueh 
infults,  if  it  were  not  for  my  fake.  I 
would  be  pleafed  to  confider^  in  the 
next  place,  whether  the  fituation  I  was 
in  (a  prifoner  in  my  father's  houfe, 
and  my  whole  family  determined  to 
compel  me  to  marry  a  man  unworthy  of 
me)  and  that  fpeedily,  and  wbether  I 
confented  or  not)  admitted  of  delay  in 
the  preventive  meafures  he  was  delirout 
to  put  me  upon,  im  tbi  lafi  refort  mih. 
Nor  was  there  a  necedity,  he  raid,  if  I 
were  aAually  in  Lady  Betty's  protec- 
tion, that  I  ihould  be  his,  if,  after- 
wards, I  ihould  fee  any-thing  obje^li- 
b!e  in  his  condu£(. 

But  what  would  the  world  cof)clude 
would  be  the  end,  I  demanded,  were  I, 
in  the  laft  reibrt,  as  he  propofed,  to 
throw  myfclf  into  the  prote6^ion  oi  bh 
friends,  but  that  it  was  with  fuch  a 
view? 

And  what  lefs  did  the  world  think 
nonVf  he  afked,  than  that  I  was  con- 
fined that  I  migbt  notf  *  You  are  to 

*  coniider,  Madnm,  you  have  not  now 
'  an  option^  and  to  whom  is  it  owing 
'  that  you  have  not)  and  that  you  are 

*  in  the  power  of  thoie  (parents  why 

*  Ihould  X  call  them?)  wboaredeter- 

*  mined,  that  you  ihall  mt  have  an 

*  option.    AH  I  propofe  is,  that  you 

*  will  embrace  fucn  a  prote^lionj^-but 
'  not  till  you  have  tried  every  way,  to 

*  avoid  the  neceflity  for  it. 

*  And  give  me  leave  to  fay,'  pro- 
ceeded he,  '  that  if  a  correfpondetice  on 

*  which  I  have  founded  all  my  hopes, 
'  is,  at  this  critical  conjun^ure,  to  be 

*  broken  off;  and  if  you  are  refolved 
'  not  to  be  pro'vidtd  againB  the  worftj 

*  it  muil  be  plain  to  me,  that  you  will 


*  at  laft  yield  to  that  worft-«»Worft  to 

*  mi  only— It  cannot  be  tojrMt— -And 
'  tbi/t!*  [and  he  put  his  hand  clenched 
to  his  forehead]  *  how  (ball  I  bear  the 
«  fuppofition  ?  ^nen  vrill  vou  be  that 

*  Soimes^sl— But,  by  all  that's  faored, 
'  neither  he,  nor  your  brother,   nor 

*  your  uncles,    iball  en)oy  their  tri- 

<  umph*— Perdition  feize  my  foul,  if 

*  they  ihall!' 

The  man*s  vehemence  frightened mes 
vet,  in  refentment,  I  would  have  left 
him}  but  throwing  himfelf  at  my  feet 
again,  '  Leave  me  not  thus— I  beieech 

*  you,  deareft  Madam,  leave  me  not 

*  thus,  in  defpair.     I  kneel  not,  rr- 

*  penting  of  wiiat  I  have  vowed  in  fuch 
'  a  caib  as  that  I  have  fuppoled .    I  i]e- 

/  *  vow  it,  at  your  fett/^-^Afid/o  b§ditU 

*  But  think  not  it  is  by  way  of  me« 

*  nace,  or  to  intimidate  you  to  favour 

*  me.  If  your  heart  inclines  you'  [and 
then  he  arofe]  *  to  obey  your  father, 
'  (your  bretber  rather}  and  to  have 

<  Solmes;  although  I  ihall  avenge  my- 

*  felf  on  tbofe  who  have  infulted  me, 

*  for  their  infults  to  myfelf  and  fa- 
'  milyi  yet  will  I  tear  out  my  heart 
'  from  this  bofom,  ^if  pofCble  with  rojr 

*  own  hands)  were  it  to  fcruple  to  give 

*  up  it's  ardors  to  a  woman  capable  of 
«  fuch  a  preference.' 

I  told  him,  that  he  talked  to  me  in 
very  high  language;  but  he  might affure 
himfelf  that  I  never  would  have  Mr. 
Solmes,  (yet  that  this  I  faidnotin  fa* 
vour  to  him)  and  I  had  declared  as 
much  to  my  relations,  were  there  not 
fuch  a  man  as  himfelf  in  the  world. 

Would  I  declare,  that  I  would  ftill 
honour  him  with  my  correipondence  ? 
—He  could  not  bear,  thatrs  noping  to 
ohtziti  greater  inihincca  of  my  favour* 
he  ihould  forfeit  the  only  m^  he  bad  to 
boail  of. 

I  bid  him  forbear  raihnefs  or  refent- 
ment to  any  of  my  hfnWyf  and  I  would, 
for  fome  time  at  leaii,  till  I  faw  what 
iiTue  my  prefent  trials  were  likely  to 
have,  proceed  with  a  correfpondence, 
which,  neverthelefs,  my  heart  cmu&aM- 
ed^ 

And  his  fpirit  him,  the  impatient 
creature  iaid,  mterrupting  me,  forbear* 
ing  what  be  did$  when  be  coniiderwl, 
that  the  neceflity  of  it  was  impofej 
upon  him,  not  by  j»^  will,  (for  then  he 
would  bear  it  cbearfuUv,  and  a  tbon* 
fand  times  more)  but  by  creature»«»» 
And  there  be  ftopt. 

I  tola 
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1  tola  tiim  pkinftjr  that  bt  mifflu 
thank  kimfelf  (wkoie  iDdifierent  cha- 
ncer, as  to  his  inorala,  bad  nven  Cuch 
1  hawUe  aeahift  hioi)  for  all.  It  was 
bat  fuft,  tbat  a  nan  Ibould  be  fpokcn 
evil  of,  who  let  bo  value  upoA  hit  re- 
ptttauon. 

He  offered  to  ▼indicate  himielf :  but 
I  told  bim,  I  would  judge  him  by  bit 
onm  inie— by  his  aditmSf  not  by  hit 

Were  not  his  enemies*  be  iaidy  io^ 
poverful,  and  fo  determined;  and  bad 
tl^  not  already  flwwn  their  intentions 
in  inch  high  ads  of  even  cruel  com- 
pulfion;  but  would  leare  me  to  my 
choice,  or  to  my  defire  of  living  fios^} 
he  vNMild  have  been  concent  to  undergo 
a  twchreoionth's  probation^  or  more  t 
bat  be  was  confident,  that  one  month 
would  either  compleat  all  their  pur- 
pofes,  or  render  tbem  abortive;  and  I 
beft  kaew  what  hopes  I  had  of  my  fa" 
tbtr's  reccding«-He  did  not  know  lum^ 
iflhad^m. 

I  laid,  I  wonid  try  every  method, 
that  either  my  duty  or  my  influence 
upon  any  of  them  mould  fuggeft,  be* 
m  I  woald  put  myfelf  into  any  other 
prateftimi :  and,  if  nothing  elfe  would 
do^  would  refign  the  enviM  cftatei  and 
that  I  dared  to  lay  ^wotdd* 

He  was  contented,  he  faid,  to  abide 
^latifiic.  He  ibould  be  far  from  wiih- 
iag  ae  to  embrace  any  other  prote£Uon, 
bitt,  as  he  had  frequent  I  v  faid,  in  the  la  ft 
ncoeffity.  *  But»  deareft  creature,'  faid 
he,  catching  my  hand  with  ardor,  and 
prcfiag  it  to  bis  lipa»  *  if  the  yielding 

*  iip^teftatewiUdo-"Refignh^-and 
'  be  raine-^And  I  will  corroborate, 

*  with  all  my  (bul,  your  reiignation!* 
This  was  not  ungeneroufly  faid:  but 

vhatwiU  not  theie  men  iay  to  obtain 
belief,  and  a  power  over  one  ? 

I  n»de  many  efforts  to  gO]  and  now 
it  vas  £»  dark,  that  I  b^[an  to  have 
Rtat  apprehenfions.  I  cannot  fay  from 
his  bcharviour:  indeed,  be  has  a  good 
deal  railed  bimlclf  in  my  opinion  by 
the^eribnal  refpcft,  even  to  reverence, 
which  he  paid  me  during  the  whole 
canftRaccj  for  although  he  flamed  out 
OBce,  apoo  a  fuppofltion  that  Solmes 
n%bt  fttcceed,  it  was  upon  a  fuppo«> 
Man  that  would  exculepaffion,  if  any. 
thine  could,  you  know,  inamanpre- 
loifng  to  love  with  ftrvourj  although 
it  was  ib  levelled,  that  I  could  BOI 
ifoid  RicBtiog  it« 
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He  recommended  binlelf  to  my  fa* 
TOUT  at  parting,  with  g^reat  eameftneist 
yet  with  as  great  fubmi£on|  not  ofe'- 
ing  to  condition  any-thing  with  me| 
although  he  hinted  his  wilhes  for  ano- 
ther meetings  which  I  forikade  him  ever 
attempting  again  in  the  lame  place.— 
And  I  will  own  to  you,  from  whom  I 
ibould  be  really  blameable  to  conceal 
any-thing,  that  his  arguments  (drawn 
from  the  dilgraceful  treatment  I  meet 
with)  of  wMt  I  AH  to  expeA,  make 
me  begin  to  apprehend,  that  I  Iball  be 
under  an  obligation  to  be  either  the  one 
man's  or  the  other  s—> And  if  lb,  I 
fancy  I  ihall  not  incur  your  bUme, wecv 
I  to  b^jt  'wbuh  of  the  two  it  mull  be. 
You  have  faid,  which  it  muft  moi  hew 
But,  O  my  dear,  the  liugle  life  ia  *bf 
far  the  mod  eligible  to  ow:  Mad  it  is. 
And  I  hope  yet  to  be  permitted  to  make 
that  option. 

I  got  back  without  obfervatsonx  but 
the  apprebenfion  that  I  fliould  not, 
eave  me  great  unealiiiefs;  and  mademfe 
Begin  my  letter  in  a  greater  flutter  thaa 
he  gave  me  camle  to  be  in,  except  at 
the  flrfl  feeing  him;  for  then  indeed  mf 
fpirits  failed  mei  and  it  wasaparticv- 
lar  felicity,  that,  in  fuch  a  place,  tu 
ftich  a  fright,  and  alone  with  him,  I 
fainted  not  away. 

I  Ibould  add,  that  having  reproached 
him  with  his  behaviour  the  Ian  Sunday 
at  church,  he  foSemnly  a^iircd  me,  that 
it  was  not  what  had  been  reprefented  to 
me:  tbat  he  did  not  ixpeS  to  fee  me 
there;  but  hoped  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  addrefs  himfelf  to  my  fatner,  andtn 
be  permitted  to  attend  him  home.  But 
that  the  good  I)r.  Lewen  had  perfuadcd 
him  not  to  attempt  fpeaking  to  any  of 
the  family,  at  that  time;  obfeiving  tm 
him  the  emotions  into  which  his  pre- 
fence  bad  put  every  •  bod  y .  He  intend* 
ed  aopride  or  hanghtiaefs  of  bchavionf^ 
he  allured  me;  and  that  the  attributmg 
fuch  to  him  was  the  efle£l  of  tbat  ill*. 
will  which  he  had  the  mortification  to 
find  infuperable:  adding,  that  when  bn 
bowed  to  my  mother,  it  was  a  compU« 
ment  he  intended  generally  to  every  one 
in  the  pew,  as  well  as  to  biff  whom 
be  finoerely  venerated. 

tf  bemay  be  believed,  (and  I  Ihouldl 
think  he  would  not  have  comepurpofelf 
to  defy  my  family,  yet  expeft  favour 
from  me)  one  may  fee,  my  dear,  the 
force  of  hatred,  which  mifreprefentt 
nllChingi»-yel  why  flioiaidSborey  (ex- 
cept 
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ccpt  officiduily  topltde  berprind|ptk) 
niake  a  report  in  hit  disfavour?  Ife 
told  me,  that  he  would  appeal  to  I>r. 
X«ewcn  for  bis  juftification  oivthis  head; 
adding,  that  the  whole  converfation 
between  the  dodor  and  him  turned  upon 
hh  defire  to  attempt  to  reconcile  him- 
fdf  to  u8  all,  in  tht  face  of' the  tbwr€h% 
and  UDon  the  do£lor*8  endeavouring  to 
^ifliiade  him  from  making  fuch  a  pvb- 
lick  overture,  till  he  knew  now  it  wmild 
be  accepted.  But  to  what  purpofe  hts 
appeal,  when  I  am  debarred  from  fee- 
hig  that  ^ood  man,  or  an^r  one  who 
would  advife  me  what  to  do  in  my  pre- 
ftMt  difficult  fituation! 
.  I  fancy,  my  dear,  however,  that 
there  would  hvdly  be  a  guilty  perfon 
in  the  world,  were^  each  fuf^eBed  or 
mccufid  perfon  to  tell  bis  or  her  own 
Aory,  and  be  allowed  any  degree  of 
credit. 

'    I  have  written  a  very  long  letter. 
.    To  be  fo  particular  as  you  require  in 
-ftibicAs  of  coDverlation,  it  is  impoDible 
to  be  ihort. 

I  will  add  to  it  only  the  aflurance, 
that  I  am,  and  ever  will  be,  jfowr  affec^' 
tvnuAe  amd faithful  friend  andfewant^ 

Clarissa -Harlo  WE. 

You*ll  be  fo  good,  ray  dear,  a$  to 
remember,  mat  the  date  of  your 
lafl  letter  to  me,  was  the  9th. 

LETTER    XXXVir. 

MISS  HOWE,   TO    MISS   CLARISSA 
HARLOWE. 

SVMDAT  MAKCH  I9. 

I  Beg  yomr  pardon,  my  deareft  friend, 
for  having  given  you  occafion  tore- 
mind  roe  of  the  date  of  my  laft .  I  was 
willing  to  have  before  me  as  much  of 
^t  workings  of  your  Vfifi  relations  at 
poffible;  bSng  verily  perfuaded,  that 
one  fide  or  the  other  would  have  yield- 
ed by  thia  time  i  and  then  I  fhould  hvve 
bad  fome  degree  of  certainty  to  fbund 
my  obfervations  upon.  And  indeed 
^hat  can  I  write  that  I  have  not  already 
anritten  f— You  know,  that  I  can  do 
nothing  but  rave  at  your  ftttpid  perfects 
tors:  and  that  yoo  doa*t  like.  I  have 
advifed  you  to  refume  your  own  eAatti 
that  you  won*t  do*  You  cannot  bear 
the  thoughts  of  having  their  SadiMat 
and  Lovelace  is  relblvcd  you  fliall  bt 
bia>  l(t  who  will  fay  t#  tiie  cootrapy* 


I  think  you  nmft  be  either  tbe  one  mftn*t 
or  the  other's.  Let  us  fee  what  their 
next  ftep  will  be. 

As  to  Lovelace,  while  he  tells  hia  omm 
ftory,  (having  alf>  behaved  to  hantl- 
fomely  on  his  intrtifion  in  the  wrood- 
houfe;  and  intended  fo  well  at  cbarch) 
who  can  fay  that  the  man  is  tbe  desejt 
blameworthy  ^-•^Wkked  fetrplef  to  com- 
bioe  Againft  fo  iimoeent  a  man  I—- Bat » 
as  I  faid, '  Let  us  fee  what /^fir  next  ftep 
*  will  be,*  and  what  courfe^oK  will  take 
upon  it;  and  then  we  may  be  the  more 
enliglitened. 

As  to  your  change  of  ftile  to  your 
uncles,  and  brother  and  fifter,  flince 
they  were  (o  fond  of  attributing  to  you 
a  regard  for  Lovelace,  and  would  not 
be  perfuaded  to  the  contrary;  and  fince 
you  only  ftren?tbened  their  arguments 
againftyourfelfhy  denying  it;  ^rou  did 
but  juft  as  I  would  have  done,  in  ^v- 
inff  way  to  their  fufpicions,  and  trying 
whatthatwoulddo— Butif— But  if--^ 
Pray,  myfdear,  indulge  me  a  little  ■  ■  ■ 
YoM  y9wrf elf  \\i\vik  it  was  neceflary  to 
apologize  to  me  for  that  change  of  ftile 
to  tbem^-^AxkA  till  you  will  (peak  out 
like  a  friend  to  hertuiouefiiemable  friend, 
I  muft  tease  you  a  little— Let  it  run 
therefore;  for  it  will  run— • 

If,  then,  there  be  not  a  reafbn  Ibr 
this  change  of  ftile,  which  you  buye 
not  thought  fit  to  give  me,  be  ib  good 
as  to  watch,  as  I  once  before  adviled 
you)  how  the  caufe  for  it  will  come  on 
—Why  fliould  it  be  sermitted  to  ftead 
upon  you,  and  you  know  nothing  of 
the  matter? 

When  we  get  a  great  cold,  we  are 
apt  to  puaale  ourfelves  to  fmd  out  vrhen 
it  bc^n,  or  how  we  got  it;  and  when 
that  IS  accounted  for,  down  weiit  con- 
tented, and  let  it  have  it's  coorfej  or^ 
if  it  be  very  troublefome,  take  a  fwear, 
or  ufe  other  means  to  get  rid  of  it->-So^ 
my  dear,  before  the  malady  you  Mrot 
of,  yet  wot  mt  of,  grows  fo  importu- 
nate, as  that  you  muft  be  obliged  to 
IWeat  it  out,,  let  me  advifo  you  to  mind 
how  it  comes  on .  For  I  am  perfuaded, 
as  furely  as  that  I  am  now  vmting  t6 
y0Uf  that  the  indifereet  violence  of  your 
friends  on  one  hand,  and  the  iofiniii-^ 
ating  addreft  of  Lovdace  on  tbe  other^ 
(if  the  man  be  net  a  rreatcr  ibol  than 
any-body  thinks  himj  will  effeChinlly 
brm^  it  to  this,  and  do  all  hia  work 
§09  bim. 

But  let  itwif  it  mft  be  Lovelftce  or 
SoUaea^ 
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lolacs,  tl«  clMJcecaimot  admit  of  de- 
hue.  Yet  if  all  be  true  that  is  report' 
wi,  I  iiottld  prefer  almoft  any  of  your 
t/btr  lonrt  to  either;  unworthy  as 
^  alio  are.  But  who  can  be  worthy 
cfaClanHa? 

I  widi  you  are  not  tMtieeJ  angry  with 
ve  f or  haiping  fo  much  on  one  ttrincr. 
Imuft  owsy  that  I  (hould  think  myfelf 
maauBMt  fo  to  do,  (the  rather,  as  I  am 
h«Jd  enough  to  imagine  it  a  point  out 
of  all  doubt  from  fifty  places  in  your 
ktsen»  were  I  to  labour  the  proof)  if 
yoB  would  ingenuoufly  own— • 

*  Own  wliat  r  youUl  fay.  «  Why, 
'  Biy  Anna  Howe,  I  hope,  vou  don't 
■  thmkj  that  I  am  already  in  love!* 

No,  to  be  ilire!  How  can  your  Anna 
Bowe  have  foch  a  thought  ?«-W  hat 
then  fliall  we  call  it  ?  You  have  helped 
ne  to  a  phrafe.—- A  eonditimal  kind  $/ 
£$% /--chat's  it.-— Omv  friend!  Did 
I  not  kaow  how  roucn  you  defpife 
proderyi  and  that  you  are  too  young,- 
and  too  iovely»  to  be  a  prudc-^ 

But,  avoiaing  fuch  nard  names,  let 
me  tell  you  one  thing,  my  dear,  (which 
aeverthelefs  I  have  told  you  before) 
aod  Aat  is  thiii  that  I  Aiall  think  I 
harercafim  to  be  highly  difpleafed  with 
you,  when  you  wnte  to  me,  you  en- 
deavour to  keep  from  me  any  iecret  of 
yoor  heart. 

Let  one  add«  that  if  you  would  clear- 
ly and  implicitly  tell  me,  how  far  Love- 
lace basp  or  has  net,  a  hold  in  your  af- 
Ucfiions,  I  could  better  advife  you  what 
to  do^  than  at  prefent  I  can.  You, 
who  are  So  famed  for  prefdencft  as  I 
may  call  it)  and  than  whom  no  young 
bdy  ever  bad  ftronger  pseteniions  to  a 
ftareof  it^  have  had,  no  doubt,  reafon- 
iags  in  yoor  heart  about  him,  fuppofing 
jou  loere  to  be  one  day  his;  [oo  doubt 
bat  yoft  have  had  the  fame  in  Solmes's 
cafe:  whence  the  ground  for  the  hatred 
ti  the  one^  and  for  the  conditional  //i- 
af  of  the  other]  will  vou  tell  me,  my 
dear,  what  yop  have  thought  of  Love« 
lace's  kcji  and  of  his  i4/o;y&-^How  far 
efigibie  for  iktjtrj;  and  now  far  re- 
je£t>Ie  for  the  /^?— Then  weighing 
both  parts  in  oppofite  fcales,  we  ihaH 
ice  which  is  likely  to  preponderate ;  or 
ij^kejr  which  dogj  prepuuderate.  No* 
i&iBg  lefs  than  the  knowledge  of  the 
mmoA  recefies  of  your  heart  can  ia* 
ivfy  mf  iove  and  my  friendfliip.  Sure- 
ly, 70U  arc  not  afraid  to  truft  ^Qur^tlj 
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with  a  feenet  of  this  nature:  if  vou  ne, 
then  you  may  the  mor^  allowably  doubt 
«/•  But  I  dare  fay,  you  virill  not  own 
either— Nor  is  there,  I  hope,  cauie  fbr 
either. 

Be  pleaied  to  obferve  one  thing,  m/ 
dear,  that  whenever  I  have  given  my« 
felf  any  of  thoie  airs  of  raillery,  which 
have  feemed  to  make  you  look  about 
you,  (when,  likewife,  yoorcale  may 
call  for  a  more  ieriou*  turn  from  « 
fympathizing  friend)  it  has  not  bee« 
upon  thofe  poflages  which  are  written^ 
though  perhaps  not  intendid,  with  fuch 
explicitnefs  [don*t  be  alarmed,  mjf 
dear!]  as  leaves  little  caufe  to  doubts 
but  only  when  you  a£Peft  referve;  whea 
you  give  new*words  for  ^mmon  thinesi 
when  you  come  with  your  curiofittis^ 
with  your  amditional  iiiingSf  and  vnth 
your  p  R  u  D  B  -encies ,  [mind  how  I  ipell 
the  word]  in  a  cafe  that  with  every 
other  perfon  defies  all  prudcnce-^Overt 
afis  of  treafon  all  theie,  agatnft  the  Co•^ 
vereign  friendHup  we  have  avowed  to 
each  other! 

Remember,  that  you  found  mi  out 
in  a  moment.  You  challenged  me.  I 
owned  direfkly,  that  there  was  only  my 
pride  between  the  man  and  me;  for  I 
could  not  endure,  I  told  you,  to  think 
it  in  the  power  of  any  fellow  living  to 
give  me  a  moment*^  uneafinefs.  And 
then  my  man,  as  I  have  eli'ewhere  (aid, 
was  not  fuch  a  one  as  yours :  §0  I  had 
rea/bn  to  impute  full  as  much  to  my 
own  inconfideration,as  to6is/0<u;^over 
me:  nay,  »0r/.  Butftillmoretojr0#r/. 
For  you  reafoned  me  out  of  the  ckriofilf 
firft;  and  when  the  liking  was  hrou^t 
to  be  cvnditional'''^hy  then,  you  know^* 
I  ibrohbed  no  mcMe  abou t  him . 

O!  pray  «tfw,  as  you  fay,  now  I  have 
mentioned  that  my  fellow  was  not  fuch 
a  charming  fellow  as  yours,  let  Mift 
Biddul|A,  Mift  Lloyd,  Mifs  Campion^ 
and  me,  have  your  opinion,  how  ht 
figure  ought  to  engage  us:  with  a  view 
to  your  own  ca(e,however«— Afi>i<i^^«/— t 
as  Mr.  Tony  fays— And  whether  iU  «^ 
if  the  man  be  vain  of  it ;  fince,  as  joxi 
obierve  in  a  former,  that  vanity  is  a/9/« 
Jbort  pridi  in  fuch  a  one,  that  would 
make  one  jiifUy  doubt  the  wortbinefs  of 
bis  intirior.  You,  our  pattern,  fo  lovely 
in  feature,  fo  e;raeefttl  in  perfon,  hav(» 
none  of  it|  and  have  therefore  wit]\  the 
bijf  grace  always  htU,  that  it  i«  not  ex« 
cufaUc  efta  in  »  woman. 
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•  Yow  muft  know,  that  this  lubjeft  wa  s 
wmntdf  debated  amone  QS  in  onr  laft 
coBverfation :  and  Mils  Lloyd  wtihed 
flie  to  write  to  you  upon  it  for  yon r  opi- 
nion ;  to  which,  in  every  debated  cafe, 
tie  always  pa«d  the  greateit  deference. 
I  hope  you  will  not  be  fo  much  engrofTed 
%j  your  more  weighty  cares,  as  not  to 
liatc  freedom  of  fptrits  enoits;h  to  enter 
upon  ^e  taflc.— -Yon  know  how  much 
we  all  admire  your  opinion  on  fuch  to- 
ficks;  which  ever  produces  iomething 
aew  and  >nftru6live,  as  you  handle  the 
fitbiefts.  And  pray  tell  us»  to  what  you 
diink  it  owing,  that  your  man  fecms  fo 
careful  to  adorn  that  felf-adbmed  per- 
Ibn  of  hisf  yet  lb  manages «  that  one 
cannot  for  one's  heart  think  him  a  cox- 
comb?*—Let  this  queftion,  and  the 
above  tafks,  dii'^rt,  and  nut  difpleafe 
jou,  ray  dear.— One  rubjef^,  though 
ever  fo  important,,  could  never  vet  en- 
grofs  yout*  capacious  mind,  if  they 
JbQuU  difpleaic  you,  you  muft  recollea 
the  flnany  inftancet  of  my  impertinence 
which  you  have  forgiven,  and  then  fay, 

•  Thiftis  a  mad  girK—Butyet  Ilovcher! 

•  i— And  file  is  my  owii' 

Anna  Howe. 


LETTER    XXXVIIL 

m&S  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

MOtfDAT,  MAftCn  20. 

YOU  R  lail  fo  fenfibly  aifeas  me, 
that  I  muft  poftpone  every  other 
cpofidei-ation,  however  weighty,  to  re- 
ply to  it :  and  this  I  will  do  very  dif- 
rinftly,  and  with  all  the  opennefs  of 
beart  which  our  mutual  friendfliip  de- 
mands. 

Bm  let  me  obferve,  in  the  firft  place, 
gratefully  obferve,  That  if  I  have  irt fifty 
fitffa^es  of  my  letters  given  you  fuch 
witkubted  proofs  of  my  value  for  Mr. 
Lovelace,  that  you  have  fpared  me  for 
the  fake  of  my  explicitnefs^  it  is  ailing 
bv  me  with  a  generofity  worthy  of  your- 
fclf. 

But  lives  theman,  think  yoxi,  who  is 
lb  very  bad,  that  he  does  not  give  even 
a  douDting  mind  reafon  at  em^  time  to 
be  better  pleafed  with  him  than  at  ano- 
tber?  And  when  that  reafon  oflFers,  is 
it  not  juft  to  exprefs  one's  felf  accord- 
ingly? I  would  do  the  man  who  addreffes 
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me  as  niMch  jufiice,  as  if  he  did  mt  ad- 
drefs  me:  it  has  fuch  a  look  of  t^nDy, 
it  appears  fo  ungenerous,  methinks,  in 
our  lex,  to  ufe  a  man  worfe  for  his  re - 
fpeft  to  us,  ^no  other  catxfe  for  difrcfpcft 
occurring)thatlwou1d  notbyanymcans 
be  that  perfon  who  fliould  do  fo. 

But,  although  I  may  intend  no  more 
than  juftice,  it  ^ill  perhaps  be  difficult 
to  hinder  thoCc  who  know  the  man*a 
views,  from  conftruing  it  as  a  partial 
favour:  and  efpecially  if  the  eager- eyed 
obforver  has  been  formerly  toucned  hcr- 
felf,  and  would  triumph  that  her  friend 
had  been  no  more  able  to  efcape  than 
Ac,  Noble  minds,  emulative  of  perfec- 
tion, (and  yet  the  paflion  properly  di- 
refted,  I  do  not  take  to  be  an  intperfec. 
thn  neither)  may  be  allowed  a  little 
generous  envy,  I  think. 

If  I  meant  hy  this  a  reflcfilion,  byway 
of  revenge,  it  is  but  a  revenge,  my  dear« 
in  the  foft  fenfe  of  the  word.  I  love,  as 
I  have  told  you,  your  pleafantry.  Al- 
though at  the  time  your  reproof  naay 
pain  me  a  little;  yet,  on  recolle^ioriy 
when  I  find  in  it  more  of  the  caution- 
ing friend,  than  of  the  fatirizing  ob> 
ferver,  I  (hall  be  all  gratitude  upon  it. 
Ail  the  bufinefs  will  be  this;  I  ihaU  be 
f^nfible  of  the  pain  in  the  prefent  letter 
perhaps ;  but  I  (hall  thank  you  in  the 
next,  and  ever  after. 

In  this  way,  I  hope,  my  dear,  you  wil  I 
account  for  a  little  of  that  fenfibility 
which  you  will  find  above,  and  perhaps 
ftill  more,  as  I  proceed.  — Vou  fre- 
.quently  remind  me,  by  an  excellent  ^x- 
ofnfhf  your  own  tome,  that  I  muft  not 
fparejrotf/ 

lam  notconfcious,  that  T  have  writ- 
ten  any -thing  of  this  roan,  that  ha$  not 
been  more  in  his  difpraife  than  in  hi<& 
favour.  Such  is  the  man,  that  I  think 
I  muft  have  been  faulty,  and  ought  to 
take  myfelf  to  account,  if  T  had  not : 
but  if  you  think  otherwife,  I  will  not 
put  you  upon  labeurpig  the  prw/fj^  as  you 
call  it.  My  conduft  muft  then  have  a 
faulty  afpearamee  at  leaft,  and  I  will 
endeavour  to  re6tify  it.  But  of  this  I 
aflure  you,Tfaat  whatever  interpretation 
my  words  were  capable  of,  I  irdendtd 
izo/anyrefervetoyon.  I  wrote  my  heart 
at  the  time— Tf  I  had  had  thoughts  of 
difguifing  it,  or  been  confcious  tliat 
there  was  reafon  for  doing  fOp  perfaa|is 
I  had  not  given  you  the  opportonity  at 
remarking  upon  my  cunifity  after  hr* 
relatioot  efteoa  Ut  wt\  nor  tipon  my 
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ttndimaal  likings  and  fuch-Itke.  All 
1  intended  by  the  firft,  I  believe,  I  ho- 
neftly  told  you  ait  the  time:  to  that  let- 
ter I  therefore  refer,  \?hethcr  it  make 
tor  me,  or  againft  me  j  ami  by  the  other, 
that  I  might  bear  in  mind  what  it  he* 
came  a  perfbn  of  my  fex  and  charai^er 
to  he  and  to  do^  in  fuch  an  unhajppy  fitu-. 
ation,  where  the  impntedlove  is  thou|rht 
an  irodutiful,  and  therefore  a  criminal 
jaffion^  and  where  the  fuppofed  objeft 
of  it  is  a  man  of  fa;ihy  morals  too.  And 
I  am  fare  you  will  excufe  my  defire  of 
appearing  at  tbofe  times  the  perfon  I 
ought  to  bej  had  I  no  other  view  in  it 
bat  to  merit  the  continuance  of  your 
good  opinion. 

Bat  that  I  may  acquit  myfelf  of  hav- 
ing  referves»0,  my  dear,  I  muft  here 
break  off! — 


LETTER   XXXIX. 

MUS  CLARISSA  RARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

MONDAY,  MAKCH  20. 

THIS  letter  will  account  to  you,  my 
dear,  for  my  abrupt  breaicing  off 
in  the  anfwer  I  was  writiiig  to  yours  of 
ycilerdriyj  and  which,  pofbbly,  I  fliall 
not  be  able  to  finifli,  and  fend  you,  till 
to-morrowor  next  day}  having  a  great 
deal  to  fay  to  the  fubjcdts  you  put  to  me 
ia  it.  What  I  am  now  togive  you  are 
the  particulars  of  another  effort  made 
by  my  friends,  through  the  good  Mrs. 
Norton. 

'  It  {eems  they  had  fent  to  her  ycfter- 
dxy,  to^e  here  this  Jay,  to  take  their 
inttruflftns,  and  to  try  whaty^^  could 
do  with  me.  It  would,  at  leaft,  I  fup- 
pofc  they  thought,  have  this  efFcft;  to 
render  me  inexcu fable  with  ber-y  or  to 
let  ber  fee,  that  there  was  no  room  for 
the  expoltulations  Hie  had  often  wanted 
Co  make  In  my  favour  to  my  mother. 

The  declaration,  that  ray  hcait  was 
/  vafForded  them  an  argument  to  prove 
o  inacy  and  pervei-rent^fs  upon  me; 
£  ;  it  could  be  nothing  elfe  that  go* 
T  ted  one  in  my  oppofitiontotheir  wills, 
ii  bad  no  particular  efteem  for  another 
B  :  and  new,  that  I  have  given  theih 
o  n  (in  order  to  obviate  this  argu- 
■  t)  to  fuppofe  that  I  banje  a  prefe- 
t  e  to  another,  they  are  refolved  to 
e  y  their-  fcheue^  into  evecution  as 
Ii  ^as^lfiblc,    And  in  ordsr  to  this. 


they  fent  for  this  good  WomaVy  for 
whom  they  know  I  have  even  a  filial 
regard..     . 

She  found  aflembled  my  father  and 
mother,  my  brother  and  iifter,  my  tWo 
wncles,  and.my  aunt  Henrev. 

My  brother  acquainted  her  with  all 
that  had  paffed  fiuce  Jhe  was  laft  per«- 
mitted  to  fee  me$  with  the  contents  of 
my  letters  avowing  mjr  regard  for  Mr. 
Lovelace,  (as  they  all  interpreted  themj) 
with  the  fobftance  of  their  anfwers  t9 
them;  and  with  their  refolutions. 

My  mother  fpoke  next;  and  delivered 
herfelf  to  this  dfeft,  as  the  good  womaa 
told  me. 

After  recitin|^  how  man?  times  I  had 
been  indulged  m  my  refuUls  of  diflfe- 
rent  men,  and  the  pains  fiie  had  takca 
with  me,  to  induce  me  to  obfige  my 
whole  family  in  one  inflance  out  of  five 
or  fix,  and  my  obflinacy  upon  it;  *•  O 

*  my  good  Mrs.  Norton,^  laid  the  dear 
lady,  <  could  you  have  thought  that  Avjp 
'  Clariffa  and  jo«r  Clariffa  was  ca^pa^ 

*  ble  of  {o  determined  an  oppofition  to 
'  the  will  of  parents  fo  inaulgerit  to 

*  her?  But  fee  what^^^  can  do  wit^ 

*  her.  The  matter  is  gone  too  far  to  be 

*  receded  from  on  our  parts.     Her  fa- 

*  ther  had  concluded  eyery-thing  with 

*  Mr.  Solmes,  not  doubting  her  com- 

*  pliance.      Such  noble    fettlements, 

*  Mrs.  Norton,  and  fuch  advantages'to 

*  the  whole  family! — In  Ibort,  (he  has 

*  it  in  her  power  to  lay  an  obligation 

*  upon  us  ail.  Mr.  Solmes,  knowing 
'  fhe  has  good  principles,^  af  d  hoping 
'  by  his  patience  nonvy  and  good  treat-> 

*  ment  bereafter^  to  engage  her  grati- 
'  tude,  and  by  degires  her  love,  is  wil^ 

*  ling  to  overlook  all  !'— 
[Oi;^r/o<?jt  all,  mydear!  Mr.  Solmes 

to  on/erlook  all !  There's  a  word!] 

'Sc,Mrs.  Norton,  if  you  are  convinced 
'  that  it  is  a  child's  duty  to  fubmit  to 

*  her  parents  authority,   in  the  moft 

*  important  point  as  well  as  in  the  leaft, 

*  I  beg  you  will  try  your  influence  over 

*  her:   /  have  none;    htv  father  has 

*  nbne;  her  mrr/f/ neither;  although  it 

<  is  her  apparent  intereft  to  oblige  us 

*  all;  for,  on  that  condition,  her  £rand- 

*  father's  eflate  is  not  half  of^what, 

<  living  and  dying,  is  purposed  to  Ike 

*  done  for  her.     If  any-bcdy  can  pre- 

*  vail  with  her,  it  i$  jojx;  ancl  I  liope 

*  you  will  beartilj  enter  upon    this 

*  tafk.* 

The  good  woman  aflacd,  Whether  fhe 
Q^  was 
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was  permitted  to  cxpoftulatc  with  them 
upon  the  occaiioni  before  ihe  came  up 
to  me?    1 

My  arrogant  brother  told  her,  flie 
was  fent  for  to  expodulate  with  his 
Jijfir,  and  not  with  them.    *  And  this, 

*  Goody  Norton/  [flie  is  ^ways  Gooilj 
with  him!]  *  you  may  tell  her,  that  the 

*  treaty  with  Mr.  Solmes  is  concluded: 

*  that  nothing  but  her  compliance  with 

*  her  duty  is  wanting  J  of  confequcnce, 

*  that  there  is  no  room  hvycur  expof- 

*  tulation,  or  hers  ei^er.' 

*  Be  aflurcd  of  this,  Mrs.  Norton,* 
taid  my  father,  in  an  angry  tone,  *  that 

*  we  will  not  be  baffled  by  her.     We 

*  will  not  appear  like  fools  in  this  mat- 

*  tcr,  an  das  if  we  had  no  authority  over 
'  our  own  daughter.     We  will  not,  in 

*  fliort,  be  bullied  out  of  our  child  by 

*  a  ciirfed  rake,  who  had  lik/i  to  have 

*  killed  our  only  fon ! — And  fo  (he  had 

*  better  make  a  merit  of  her  obcdienc:: 

*  for  comply  flie  (hall,  if  I  live;  inde- 
*«  pfendent  as  flie  thinks  my  father's  in- 

*  difcrcet  bounty  has  made  her  of  me, 

*  h^'  father.  Indeed,  fince  that,  flie  has 

*  never  been  what  flie  was  before.  An 

*  unjuft  bequeft! — And  it  is  likely  to 

*  profpcr  accordingly! — But  if  flic  mar- 

*  ry  that  vile  Lovelace,  I  will  litigate 

*  every  fliilling  with  her:  tell  her  foj 

*  and  that  the  will  may  be  fct  afjde,  and 

My  uncles  joined^  with  equal  heat. 

My  brother  was  violent  in  his  de^ 
clarations. 

My  fitter  put  in  with  vehemence,  on 
the  fame  fide. 

My  aunt  Hervey  was  pleafed  to  fay. 
There  was  no  article  fo  proper  for  pa- 
rents to  govern  in  as  this  of  marriage; 
and  it  was  very  fit,  mine  fliould  be 
oblifi^ed. 

7hu8  inflru£led,  the  good»woman 
came  up  to  me.  She  told  me  all  that 
had  pafled,  and  was  veiy  earneft  with 
me  to  comply;  and  fo  much  juftice  did 
flie  to  the  taflc  impofed  upon  her,  that 
I  more  than  once  thought,  that  her  own 
opinion  went  with  theirs.  But  when  flie 
fawwhat  an  immoveable  averfion  I  had 
to  the  man,  flie  lamented  with  me  thejr 
determined  refolution:  and  then  exa- 
inined  into  the  fincerity  of  my  declara- 
tion, that  I  would  gladly  compound 
with  them  by  living  fmgle.  Of  thfs 
being  fatisfled,  flie  was  fo  convinced 
that  thi»  offer,  yrhkhy  carried  into  exe- 


cution, would  exclude  Lovdace  effec- 
tually, ought  to  be  accepted,  that  flie 
would  go  down,  (although  I  told  her 
it  was  what  I  had  tendered  over- and. 
over  to  no  purpofe)  and  undertake  to 
be  guaranty  for  me  on  that  fcore. 

She  went  accordingly;  hut  foon  re- 
turned in  tears;  being  ufed  harflily  for 
urging  this  alternative---Thcy  had  a 
right  to  my  obedience  upon  their  own 
terms,  they  faid:   my  propofal  was  an 
artifice,  only  to  gain  time;  nothing  but 
marrying  Mr.  Solmes  Jhoulci  do ;  they 
had  told  me  fo  before;  they  fliould  not 
be  at  reft  till  it  was  done;  for  they  knew 
what  an  intcreft  Lovelace  had  in  my 
heart;  I  had  as  good  as  owned  it  in  my 
letters  to  my  uncles,  and  brother  and 
filler,  although  I  had  moft  difingenu- 
oufly  declared  otherwife  to  my  mother. 
I  depended,  they  faid,  upon  their  in- 
dulgence,  and  ray  otvn  po-iuer  over 
them:  tliev  would  not  have  baniflied 
,  me  from  their  prefence,  if  they  had  not 
known  that  their  confideration  for  me 
<vas  greater  than  mine  for  them.    And 
they  i.vould\it  obeyed,  or  I  never  fliouid 
be  rcftored  to  their  favour,  let  the  con- 
fequence  be  what  it  would. 

My  brother  thought  fit  to  tell  the  good 
woman,  that  her  whining  nonfenfe  did 
but  harden  me.  There  was  a  pcrverft- 
nefs,  he  faid,  in  female  minds,  a  tra- 
gedy-pride, that  would  make  a  roman- 
tick  young  creature,  fuch  a  one  as  one, 
rifk  any-thing  to  obtain  pity.  I  was 
of  an  age,  and  a  turn  [the  infolent  faid] 
to  be  fond  of  a  lover-like  diftrefs:  and 
my  grief  (which  flic  pleaded)  would 
never  brtfak  my  heart;  I  fliould  fooner 
break  that  of  the  beft  and  mod  indul- 
gent of  mothers.  He  added,  that  fhc 
might  once  more  go  up  to  me:  butthrit, 
if  5»e  prevailed  not,  he  fliould  fufpe6V» 
that  the  man  they  all  hated  had  found  a 
way  to  attach  her  to  his  intereft. 

Every- body  blamed  him  for  this  un- 
worthy reflection;  which  greatly  affedl- 
edthe  good  vs^oman.  But,  nevertheUfs, 
he  faid,  and  nobody  contradiCled  him, 
that  if  flie  could  not  prevail  upon  her 
f'weet  child,  [as  it  feems  flie  had  £ondly 
cal  led  me]  flie  had  beft  withdraw  to  her 
own  home,  and  there  tarry  till  (he  was 
fent  for;  and  fo  leave  her /i<;^^/  child  to 
her  father's  management. 

Sure  nobody  ever  had  fo  infolenti^b 
hard  hearted  a  brother,  as  I  have!  So 
much  refi^nsilon  to  be  expend  from 
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^c!  So  much  arrogance,  and  to  To  good 
a  woman,  and  of  fo  fine  an  underftand- 
mg,  to  be  allowed  in  him! 

Shtncvcrthclefs  told  him,  that  how- 
iTcrihc  might  be  ridiculed  for  fpenking 
of  the  fwcctncfs  of  my  difpofition,  flic 
iijuft  take  upon  her  to  fay,  that  there 
fwver  was  a  Tweeter  ir.  the  Icx;  and  that 
ihe  had  ever  found,  that  by  mild  me- 
thods,  and  gentlenefs,  I  might  at  any 
time  be  prevailed  upon,  even  in  points 
againil  my  own  judgment  and  opinion. 
My  aunt  Hervey  hereupon  fald,  It 
was  worth  while  to  confider  what  Mrs. 
Norton  laid :  and  that  flie  had  fome- 
timcs  allowed  berfelf  to  doubt,  whether 
I  had  been  hfgun  with  by  fuch  methods 
as  generous  tempers  are  only  to  be  in- 
fluenced by,  in  cafes  where  their  hearts 
are  fuppofed  to  be  oppofite  to  the  wijl 
of  their  friends. 

She  had  both  my  brother  and  lifter 
upon  her  for  this:  who  referred  to  my 
mother,  whether  Ihe  hnd  not  treated  me 
with  an  indulgente  that  had  hardly  any 
eiample?  » 

My  mother  faid,  ihe  muft  own,  that 
no  indulgence  had  been  wantii\g  from 
Ber:  but  (he  muft  needs  fay  ,and  had 
ffr^r  (aid  it,  that  the  reception  I  met 
with  on  my  return  from  Mifs  Howe, 
ardtbe  manner  in  which  the  propofal 
of  Mr.  Solmcs  was  made  to  me,  (which 
was  fuch  as  left  nothing  to  my  choice) 
and  before  I  had  had  an  opportunity  to 
converfe  with  him,  were  not  what  Die 
had  by  any  means  approved  of. 

Sbe^vras  filenced,  you  will  guefs  by 
whom — with,  *  My  dear! — my  dear!— 

•  You  haver^^fomethingto  (ay,  fome- 

•  thing  to  palliate,  for  this  rebel  of  a 
«girit — Remember  her  treatment  of 
•you,  "of  me!  —  Remember,  that  the 

•  wretcb,  whom  we  fo  juftly  hate,wouid 
'  DOtdarc  toperfiftin  his  purpofes,  but 

•  for  h«r  encouragement  of  him,  and 

•  obftinacy  to  MJ. — Mrs.  Norton,'  [an- 
grily to  her]  •  go  up  to  her  once  more— 

•  And  if  you  think,  gentlenefs  will  do, 

•  ycHi  have  a  commifUon  to  be  gentle.— 
'  If  it  vrill  not,  never  make  ufe  of  that 
**plca  again.* 

•  Aye,  my  good  woman,'  faid  my  mo- 
ther, *  try  your  force  with  her.  My  fifter 
*-Herrey  and  I  will  go  up  to  her,  and 
'-bring  -her  down  in  our  hands,  to  re- 

•  ceivt  her  father's  bicfling,  and  aflTor-. 
*»ances  ol'eVfry -body's  love,  if  (be  will 
>1k  prerailcd  upon;  and^  ip  that  cafe^ 


*  we  will  all  love  you  th^  better  for  you  j 

*  good  offices.* 

She  came  up  to  me,  and  repeated  al| 
thefc  pafTages  with  tears:  but  I  told 
her,  that  after  what  had  paflTcd  bctwceii 
us,  (\iQ  could  not  hope  to  prevail  upoi) 
me  to  comply  with  meafuics  fo  wholly 
my  brother's;  and  fo  much  to  my  avtT« 
fion. — And  then  folJingmetohcr  ma- 
ternal  bofom,  *  I  leave  you,  my  denr- 

*  cd  Mil's,'  fnivl  (he — •  I  leave  you,  be- 

*  caufc  I  wJiy/?.'— But  let  me  befcech 
'  you  to  do  nothing  raHily;  noihlnc 

*  Onbccoming  your  character.     If  aft 

*  be  true  thit   is  fiid,  Mr.  Lovelace 

*  cannot  dclcrve you.    If  you  r^i^com- 

*  ply,  remember  it  is  yuur  duty  \o  com ^^ 

*  p!y.    They  takenot,  lown,  therigh^ 

*  method  with  fo  generous  a  fpirit.  But 

*  remember,  that  there  would  not  be 

*  any  merit  in   your  compliance,  if  i^ 

*  were  not  to  be  againlt  your  own  lik-. 

*  ing.     Remember  alfo,   what  is  ex- 

*  pcded  from  a  charafler  fo  extraordi- 
'  nary  as  yours:    remember,   it  is  ia 

*  your  power  to  unite  or  difunite  your. 

*  whole  family  for  ever.     Although  it, 

*  (hould  at  prtfent  be  difagrceable  to 

*  you  to  be  thus  compelled,  your  pru- 

*  ttcnce,  I  d  ire  fay,  when  you  confider 

*  the  matter  ferioufly,  will  enable  you 

*  to  get  over  all  prejudices  againft  the 

*  one,  and  all  prepoflefTions  in  favour 

*  of  the  other:  and  then  the  obligation 

*  you  will  lay  all  your  family  under, 
«  will  be  not  only  meritorious  in  you, 
«  with  regard  to  them^  but  in  a  few 

*  months,  very  probably,   highly  fa- 

*  tisfa6lory,  as  well  as  reputable,  to, 

*  yourfdf.'  '" 

*  Confider,  my  dear  Mrs.  Norton,' 
Paid  I,  *  only  confider,  that  it  fs  not  a 

fmall  thing  that  is  infilled  upon;  nor 
for  a  (hort  duration;  it  is  for  my  lifei 
confider  too,  that  all  this  is  owing  to 
an  overbearing  brother,  who  go- 
verns every -body.  Confider  how  de- 
(irous  I  am  to  oblige  them,  if  a  Jingle 
iifCi  and  breaking  all  corrcfpondence 
with  the  man  they  hate  becdule  my 
brother  haies  him,  will  do  it.' 

*  I  confidei^ every  thing,  my  dearcft 
Mifs  :  and,  added  to  what  I  have 
faid,  do  ^oa  only  confider,  that  if, 
by  purfumg  your  (nijn  will,  and  re- 
jefting  theirs,  yoKxjhould  be  unhappy, 

'  you  will  be  deprived  cf  ail  that  con- 

lolation  which  thofc  have,  who  have 

been  dirc^lcd  by  their  parent s^   al- 

(ij.  «  thougU 
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?  though  the  eyent  prove  not  anfwer- 
•  ableto  their  wilhes. 

*  I  mufi  go,'  repeated  flic—*  your 
f  brother  win  fay'  [and  Oievrept]  'that 

I  harden  you  by  tny  'whining  nan- 
fenfe.  It  ]%  indeed  Ijard,  that  fp  much 
regard  fliould  be  paid  to  the  humours 
of  one  child;  and  fo  little  to  the  in- 
clinatipii  of  another.  But  let  me 
repeaty  that  it  is  your  ^uty  to  ac- 
gutelce,  if  you  catt  apquielpe:  vour 
JFather  Has  eiven  your  brotner> 
fchemes  bis  landion;  and  they  are 
now  bis.  Mr.  Lovehce,  I  doubt,  is 
not  a  man  that  will  juftify  yotfr  choice 
fo  much  as  he  will  tbeir  diilike.  It 
It  eafy  to  fee  that  your  brother  has  a 
*i;irw  tn  difcrediting  you  with  all 
your  friends,  with  vour  uncle*  in 
particular :  bpt  for  tnat  very  reafon» 
you  (hould  comply,  if  pofiible,  in  or- 
der to  difcc  icert  l)is  ungenerous  mea- 
furcsl  I  will  pray  for  you;  and  that 
U  all  I  can  do  for  you.  I  muft  now 
go  down,  and  make  a  report,  that 
you  are  refolvcd  never  to  have  Mr. 
Solmes — Mufti  ? — Confidcr.mydear 
MifsClary—Jlfii/?!?' 
<  Indeed  you  muft! — But  of  this  I 
do  aflfure  you,  that  I  will  do  nothing 
to  diigrace  the  part  you  have  had  in 
my  education.  I  will  bear  every- 
thmg  that  fliall  be  ihort  of  forcing 
my  hand  into  bis  who  never  can  have 
an)r  (hare  in  my  heart.  '  I  will  try  by 
patient  duty,  by"  humility^  to  over- 
cpme  theiii.  But  death  will  J  chufe, 
in  any  fliape,  rather  thaii  ^hat  man.* 
'  I  dread  to  gp  down,*  faid  (he, 
with  fo  detarmiiied  ananfwer:  they 
will  have  no  patience  with  me.-^But 
let  nie  leave  you  with  one  obfei-ya- 
tion,  which  J  beg  of  you  always  to 
bear  in  mind;  " 

•  That  perfons  of  prudence,  and 
diftinfuimed  talents,  like  yours,  feem 
to  be  iprinkled  through  the  world,  tb 

fjiv^  credit,'  by  their  example,  to  re- . 
igion  and  virtue.  When  fuch  pcr- 
fons  ivUfully  err,  how  great  muA  be 
the  fault!  How  ungrateful  to  that 
God,  who  bleifed  them  with  fuch  ta- 
lents I  What  a  lofs  likewife  to  the 
world!  What  a  wound  to  virtue !-<— 
But  this,  I  hope,  'will  never  tc  to  be 
faid  of  MifsClariflaHarlowcl* 
I  could  give  her  no  anfwer,  but  by 
fij  tears.    And  I  thovght^  vyhen  (he 


went  away,  the  better  half  of  my  hotif 
went  with  her. 

I  liftened  to  hear  what  reception  (be 
would  meet  with  below;  and  foiind  it 
was  juft  fuch  a  one  as  flie  had  appre* 
bended. 

'  fKill  (he,  or  will  (|ie  not,  be  Mrf . 

*  Solmes?  None  pf  your  whiniug  cir- 

*  cumlocutions,  Mrs.  Norton!*  [Yoif 
may  grurfs  who  faid  this]  'Jf^U  (he,  or 

*  will  (l^e  not,  comply  with  her  parents 

*  will?' 

This  cut  (hort  all  (he  was  going  to 
fay. 

«  If  I  mufl  fpeak  fo  briefly,  Miff 

*  will  fooner  die,  than  have—' 

*  Any-body  b^t  Lovelace!*  inter- 
rupted my  brother.—'  This,  Madam-— 

*  this,  Sir— is  your  meek  dauehtcrj 

*  this  is  Mrs.  Norton*!  fweet  cbUdl'^ 

*  Well,  Goody,   you  may  return  t^ 

*  your  own  habitation.     I  ana  ^m{K>w« 

*  ered  to  forbid  you  to  have  any  coore* 
'  fpondence  with  this  penrerfe  z\r\  fof 

*  a  month  to  come,  as  wu  value  the 
f  favour  of  our  whole  family,  or  o^ 
«  any  individual  of  *it.' 

And  faying  this,  uncoDtradi£led  by 
any -body,  be  bimftlf  (|iewed  her  to 
the  door-^No  doubt,  with  all  that  air 
oi  cruel  infqlt,  vvbich  the  haughty 
rich  can  put  on  to  the  unhappy  mw» 
who  have  not  pleafed  tl^m. 

*So  here,  my  dear  Mifi  Howe,  ^m  X 
deprived  of  the  advice  of  one  of  the 
moft  prudent  and  confcientious  womei> 
11)  the  world,  were  I  to  have  ever  (q 
much  occafion  for  it. 

t  might  indeed  write  (as  I  preTume, 
under  your  ^oyer)  and  receive  ber  ao- 
fwers  to  what  I  (hould  write.  But 
(hould  fuchai  c6rre(pondence  becharge4 
upon  her,  I  know  (he  wb^iM  not  be 
guilty  of  a  'falA|ood  for  the  worhl;  -nor  - 
even  of  an  equivocation;  and  ftovld 
(he  own  it  after  this  profapibition,  (he 
would  forfeit  my  mother's  favour  ht 
eVec  And  in  my  dangerous  fiever^ 
fom^  time  ago,  I  engai^ed  my  miothei^ 
iQ  promlfe  me,  that,  ^if  I  died  before  \ 
could  do  any 'thing  for  the  good  wo* 
man,  (he  would  fet  her  above  v^nt  €»r « 
thei-eft  of  her  life,  (hould  her  cyet  fail 
her,  or  fickne(«'  belfai'i  her,'  ind  (h«; 
could  not  provide  for  herfclft  U  (be  noW  • 
fo  prettily  doc#  by  her  (Enc  tmdii^ 
works. 

What  fneafura  will  they  f^  «po«i 
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apxtiHWill  chey  not  recede  wbai  they 
Svfd  diatit  muft  be  a  rooted  antipathy, 
mmd  Botbiog  elie,  that  could  make  a 
impcr  not  naturally  inBcxible,  i*9 
iliirdy? 

AJicBy  my  dear.  Be  yon  happy  (— - 
Xfi  iwu;  that  k  ie  in  your  power  to  be 
is,  is  all  that  Scem%  wanting  to  make 

C^.  Harrows. 
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Jxv  covTxwATroir  or  tmi  svbjict 

IP  I.BTTSA  XZZVIII.] 

IWHisoir,  thfNigli  midnight,  (for  I 
have  BO  ilecp  in  joy  eyes)  re/iime 
ihe  iabfcft  I  was  forced  {q  abruptly  to 
qnit^aiKl  will  obey  yourt,  Mifs  Lloyd'i , 
Mii«  Campion's,  and  Mifs  Biddulph's 
call,  with  as  much  temper  as  my  di- 
vide tboughtt  will  admit.  The  dead 
ftillnefs  of  this  iblemn  hour  will  I  hope 
contribaie  to  calm  my  diAtirbed  mind. 

In  Older  to  acquit  myfelf  of  fo  heavy 
a  chaive  as  that  of  having  refcnres  to  fo 
dorafriend,  |  will  acknowledge  (and 
I  tbovght  I  had  over  and  over)  that  it 
is  owing  to  my  particular  fttnation*  if 
Mr.  Lovelace  appears  to  me  in  a  toler* 
able  light:  asd  I  take  upon  me  to  fay, 
t^  bad  tbey  oppefed  him  to  a  man  of 
ieafi;,  of  vurtue,  of  generofityi  one 
who  ^joyed  his  fortune  with  credit; 
who  bad  a  teadernefs  in  his  nature  for 
the  edaroities  oi  others,  which  would 
have  given  a  moral  afliirance,  that  he 
would  have  been  fiill  lefs  wanting  in 
graceful  returns  to  an  obliging  fpirit-— 
nd iJicy  opppfed  fuch  a  man  as  this  to 
Mr.  iMHtSskctf  and  been  as  earned  to 
have  me  surried,  as  now  they  are,  I 
do  not  know  myfelf,  if  tbey  would 
have  k9d  reafon  to  taic  me  with  that  in- 
aincibUobftinacy  which  they  lay  to  my 
cfaaa^gf.  And  this  whaUver  had  been 
tbe^j^iT'  of  the  man;  fince  the  keart 
h  whiftt  we  women  ibould  judge  by  in 
the  dKiic*  we  make,  as  the  hdk  fecu- 
fiqr  for  U>e  plarty^s  good  behaviour  in 
ewfiieknopof  life. 

Bnty  fituated  as  (  am,  tjius  perfe* 
CBiadasi'd  driven ^  I  own  to  you,  tha( 
I  have  pow-Aod-tbea  had  a  little  more 
diikuJty  tbaa  I  Tfillied  for^  in  paffio|p 


by  Mr.  LovelKe*s  tolerable  quaTitiH^ 
to  keep  up  my  diilike  to  him  for  14^ 

others. 

You  fay,  I  muft  haye  argued  witk 
ipyfelf  in  hi^  favour,  and  in  hisdis£a« 
your,  on  a  fupuofition,  diat  I  might 
poflibly  be  one  day  bis^  I  own  thitt  ( 
have:  and  thus  called  upon  by  ntf 
deaieft  friend,  I  will  (et  befoia  you 
both  parts  of  the  argumenu 

And  fiiil,  wh^  o^cfirreiiio m$  im  hl$ 
fa*vour. 

At  his  introdn^ion  into  our  family^ 
his  negative  virtues  were  iniifted  upon  j 
•—he  was  no  gameiUr}  no  korfe-raceri 
no  fox -hunter;  no  drinker.  My  poor 
aunt  Hervev  had,  in  confidence,  given 
us  to  apprehend  niuch  difagreeable  evil 
(efpecially  to>a  wife  of  the  leafi  deli- 
cacy) from  a  wine  lover:  and  common 
fenfe  inftr«aed  us,  that  fobriety  in  a 
man  is  no  fmall  point  to  be  j«curad  « 
when  fo  many  mifchiefs  happen  daily 
from  exccfs.  I  remember,  that  my 
lifter  ma<ie  the  mod  of  this  favourable 
circuroftance  in  his  cbara^er  while  fist 
bad  any  hopes  of  him. 

He  was  never  thought  to  be  a  nig* 
gard;  not  even  ungenerous:  nor  whaa 
bis  condui)  came  to  be  enquired  into, 
an  extravagant,  afquandercr;  his  pride 
[So  far  was  it  a  iaudabie  pride]  fe- 
curcd  him  from  that.  Then  be  waa 
ever  ready  to  own  his  criars.  He  wa« 
no^efterupon  facred  things:  poor  Mr* 
Wyerley's  fault}  who  fceroed  to  think, 
that  there  was  wit  in  fay  ing  bold  things, 
which  would  (bock  a  ferious  mind.  Hia 
convcrfstion  with  »/  was  always  vnex. 
ceptionable;  even  chaftely  {o^  which, 
be  his  anions  what  tbey  would,  (hew^ 
him  capable  of  being  influenced  by  ^. 
cent  company}  and  that  he  might  pro- 
bably rhereforc  be  a  Ud  man,  rather 
than  a  leader,  in  otlier  company.  And 
one  late  inftance,  fo  late  as  laft  Satui-day 
evening,  b»s  raifed  him  T\ot  a  little  iii 
my  opinion,  with  regard  to  this  point 
ot  good  (and  at  the  fame  time,  of 
manly)  behaviour. 

As  to  the  advyntage  of  birth,  tha^ 
is  of  his  tide,  above  any  man  who  hai^ 
been  found  out  lor  mc.  If  we  may 
judge  by  that  exprtflion  of  his,  which 
you  were  pleaded  with  at  the  time; 
That  upon  true  quality,  and  hereditary  ) 
diilinfkion,  if  good  fcnljc  were  not  wanT^ 
iog,  Ifotiour  fat  ^  eajy  oj  bis  gknue^ 
That,  with  4;f  familiar  an  atf,  was  bi» 
fiuniliar  cupreffioni  wluk  jume  but  tb« 
proiperouf 


124 


CLARISSA    HARLOWE. 


proTperoas  tipftart,  mushroomed  in- 
to rank  (aiioihcr  of  htK  peculiars)  was 
arrogantly  proud  of  it.— If,  I  fay,  we 
Miay  jucfgc  of  him  by  this,  wc  Hiall 
conclude  in  hh  fayour,  thm  he  knows 
what  fort  of  behaviour  is  to  be  expc^- 
cd  from  perfons  of  birth,  whether  he 
aQ  up  to  It  or  not.  Convif^ton  is  half 
way  to  amendnient. 

His  fortunes  in  poflTeffion  arc  hand- 
feme;  inexpc^ation,  fplendid:  fo  no- 
thing need  ht  faid  on  that  fubje^. 

But  it  is  impoflible,  fay'fome,  that 
lie  ibould  make  a  tender  or  kind  huf- 
band.  Thofe  who  arc  for  impuillng 
vpon  me  fuch  a  man  cs  Mr.  Solm«, 
and  by  methods  fo  violent,  are  nor  in- 
titled  to  make  this  obj^£tion.  But 
»ow,  on  this  fubjeft,  let  me  tell  you 
l»w  I  have  argued  with  myfelf — For 
Hill  you  muft  remember,  that  I  am  up- 
on the  extenuating  part  of  his  chara^cr. 

A  gr«at  deal  of  the  treatment  a  wife 
nxay  cxpeft  from  him,  will  poflibly  de- 
peiid  upon  herfelf.  Perhaps  flie  muft 
frm^ife  as  well  as  fromife  obedience, 
to  a  man  fo  little  ufed  to  controul;  and 
muft  be  careful  to  oblige.  And  what 
liuiband  expefis  not  this?— The /V9r^ 
perhaps  if  he  had  not  reafon  to  alTvire 
bimfelf  of  the  preferable  love  of  his 
wife  before  (he  became  fuch.  And 
how  much  eafier  and  pleafanter  to  obey 
the  man  of  her  choice,  if  he  (hould  be 
even  vnreafonable  ibmetimes,  than  one 
flic  would  not  have  had,  could  ihe  have 
avoided  \\}  Then,  I  thmk,  as  the  men 
were  the  framers  of  the  matrimonial  of- 
fice, and  made  obedience  a  part  of  the 
woman* s  vow,  (he  ought  not,  even  in 
foiuy^  to  (hew  him,  that  (he  can  break 
ttiroughi^^rpartof  thccontra6^,  (how- 
ever  lightly  (he  may  think  of  the  in- 
ftance)  left  be  (hould  take  it  into  his 
head  (himfelf  is  judge)  fo  think  as 
lightly  of  other  pomts,  which  (he  may 
hold  more  important — But  indeed  nu 
point  fo  folemnly  vowed  can  be  (light. 

Thus  principled,  and  a^ing  accord- 
ingly, what  a  wretch  muft  that  huf- 
band  be,  who  could  treat  fuch  a  wife 
brutally  t — Will  Lovelace's  <ivije-  be 
the  only  perfon,  to  whom  he  will  not 
pay  the  grateful  debt  of  civility  and 

food -manners?  He  is  allowed  to  be 
rave:  who  ever  knew  a  brave  man,  if 
a  man  of  fenfe^  an  univerfally  bafe 
man?  And  how  much  the  gentlenefsof 
•or  fex,  and  the  manner  of  our  training 
vp  aod  education,  make  us  need  the 


protc^ion  of  the  brave,  and  the  '0OUA« 
tc nance  of  the  generous,  "let  the  gene-' 
ral  approbation  which  we  are  alt  Uy  na- 
UiraHy  inclined  to  give  to  men  of  that 
character,  teftify. 

At  worft,  will  he  confine  me  pri(oner 
to  my  chamber?  Will  he  deny  mc  the 
vifits  of  my  dearcft  friend,  antl  forbid 
me  to  correfpond  with  her?  Wili  he 
take  from  me  the  miftrcfsiy  manage* 
ment,  which  I  had  not  faultily  dif. 
charged?  Will  he  fct  a  fervantovcr  me, 
with  licence  to  infult  mc?  Will  he,  as 
he  has  not  a  f.Jlery  permit  hit  coufins 
Montague,  or  would  either  of  thdb 
ladies  accift  o\'  a  permifTion,  to  infult 
and  tyrannize  over  me? — It  cannot  be. 
-^<  Why  ihei>,'   think  I  often,  *  da 

•  you  tempt  rr-.c,    O  my  cruel  friends^ 

•  to  try  the  difference?' 

And  then  has  the  fecret  pkafure  in- 
truded itfclf,  to  be  able  to  reclaim  fuch 
a  man  to  the  paths  of  virtue  and  honour: 
to  be  a  fecondary  means,  if  I  were  to 
be  his,  of  faving  him,  and  preventing 
the  mifchiefs  fo  enterprizinga  crcatnre 
might  otheiwife  be  guilty  of,  if  he  be 
fuch  a  one. 

When  I  have  thought  of  him  in 
thefe  lights,  (and  that  as  a  man  of  (enfe 
he  will  fooner  fee  his  errors,  than  ano- 
ther) I  own  \6  you  that  I  have  had 
fome  difficulty  to  avoid  taking  the  path 
they  fo  violently  endeavour  to  make  me 
(hun :  and  all  that  command  of  my 
paffions  which  has  been  attributed  to 
me  as  my  greateft  praife,  and,  in  lb 
voung  a  creature,  as  my  diftindion, 
has  hardly  been  fufiicient  for  me. 

And  let  me  add,  that  the  favovr  of 
his  relations  (all  but  himfelf  unexccp- 
tionable}  has  made  a  good  deal  of  ad- 
ditional weight,  thrown  into  the  fame 
fcalc. 

But  n9'Wy  in  bis  disfa*uour.  When  I 
have  refle6led  upon  the  prohibition  of 
my  parents}  the  giddy  appearance,  dif- 
graceful  to  our  fex,  that  fnch  a  prefer- 
ence would  have;  that  there  is  no  man- 
ner of  likelihood,  en  (lamed  by  the 
rencounter,  and  upheld  by  art  and 
ambition  on  my  brother's  (ide,  that 
ever  the  animolity  will  be  got  overs 
that  I  muft  therefore  be  at  perpetual 
variance  with  all  my  own  family;  that 
I  muft  go  to  bim^  and  to  bii^  as  an 
obliged  and  half  fortuned  perfon;  that 
his  avcHlon  to  them  a[l  is  as  ftrong  as 
theirs  to  himj  that  his  whole  family 
are  hated  for  bisfake^  they  hating  ours 

in 
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BRtDTB:  that  be  has  a  very  immoral 
fkniSia  as  to  women}  that  knowing 
tiiii,  it  is  a  high  degree  of  imputitv 
isdiiak  of  joining  in  wedlock  with 
kb  1  manj  that  he  is  young,  im- 
bfokcB,  bis  fnflions  unfubdned ;  that  he 
jJTiolcntin  his  temper,  yet  anful;  I 
aaifnid  vindi£live  tooj  that  fuch  an 
bclband  might  unfettle  me  in  all  my 
c«»  principies,  and  hazard  my  future 
\^\  that  his  own  relations,  two  ex- 
[  cfl!e«sm«s,andan  uncle,* from  whom 
tcbtfochlirgecxpe6lauens,  have  no 
ioiiKaceupoD  him;  that  what  tolera- 
j>ic qualities  he  has,  are  founded  more 
I  in  pride  than  in  virtue;  that  allowing, 
I  « fee  does,  the  excellency  of  moral 
I  Prtcepti,  and  believing  the  do£lrinc  of 
W  rewards  and  puniftiments,  he 
anlJTeis  if  he  defpifed  the  one,  and 
I  <k6«d  the  other;  the  probability  that 
llKtaiDtarifing  from  fuch  free  princi- 
ples, may  go  down  into  the  manners  «*f 
poftwity;  thiti  knowing  thcfe  things, 
wdtheimponanccofthem,  Ihould  be 
toore  inacufable  than  one  who  know* 
^  not,  fmce  an  error  agai/tft  jndg- 
ttfniisworle,  infinitely  worfc,  than  an 
«JJ  a  judgment.— Refleaing  upon 
KKKihinys,  I  cannot  help  conjuring 
jw,  my  dear,  to  pray  ivitb  me,  and  to 
jwy/flrme,  th^t I  may  not  be  pufhed 
ipw  fach  indifcrect  meafurcs,  as  will 
ifflder  me  iDexcufable  to  myfeif:  for 
tlai  IS  the  tcft,  after  all.  The  woj  Id's 
cpwion  ought  to  be  but  a  fecondary 
tonudcration. 

IlttvcfaidinJiis  praifc,  that  he  U 
J^ely  ready  to  o^jon  bLf  errors:  but 
'  B?w  fometimcs  made  a  great  draw- 
JWtuponthisartidc.in  his  disfavour; 
J?'ng  been  ready  to  apprehend,  that 
«»»  ingenuoufncf*  may  poflTiblv  he 
»tnbafab!e  to  two  ciufes,  neither  of 
:ff">  by  any  means,  aedi  table-to  him. 
^K  oac,  that  his  vices  are  {o  mtich  his 
"«»«",  that  he  attempts  not  to  con- 
!l«rihcnij  thcother,  that  ho  may  think 
"P^Htogivcupo;!^  balfo{  his 
^[3acr,to(ivetheo/A/r,  when  the 
J^;;^5^^«Wameahle:  by  thismeans, 

jeaiii 

Sl^i™  the  praife  of  ingenuoufnef/, 
*BahecanoKH;n«^«.ur...  ^..j  ...u— 


the  ob- 
hich  may 


,^»\byacknowlcdirmentt 
^»^n«  he  cannot  anfwerj  whi 

,1,  t  ""otonnooiher;  and  when 
ZlTr'^''^  proof  might  bring  out, 
^^l^fon,  other  evils,  there, 
^*''«  allow,  are  fevcrc   conftruc- 

;   ,";•  ^"i  Wy.thing  his  enemies  fay 

n*^""  cannot  be  falfe. 


I  will  proceed  by-lnd-by. 

#        # 

S  0  M  £  T I  .\f  E  s  we  have  both  thought 
him  one  of  Uie  mod  undefigningaiirri^ 
witiy  men  we  ever  knew;  at  other 
times  one  of  the  deeped  creatures  wc 
ever  converted  with.  So  that  when  in 
one  f  ifit  wc  hr.ve  imagined  we  fathom- 
ed him,  in  tht*  next  he  ha«  made  us 
ready  to  give  hirrl  up  as  impenetrable. 
This  impenetrablcnefs,  my  dear,  it  to 
be  pqt  among  the  Aiades  in  his  cbar^- 
tcr. — Yet,  upon  the  whole,  you  haFC  , 
been  (o  far  o\  his  party,  that  you  have 
contelted,  that  his  principal  fault  it 
over-franknefs,  and  too  much  rcgvd* 
lefTnefs  of  appearances,  and  that  he  it 
too  giddy  to  be  very  artful:  yqu  would 
have  it,  that  at  the  time  he  lays  any 
thing  good,  he  means  what  he  Ipeaks; 
that  his  variablencfs  and  levity  are  cod* 
ititutional,  owing  to  found  health,  and 
to  a  foul  and  body  [that  was  your  ob- 
fervation]  fitted  for  and  plea(i»d  with 
each  other.  Ami  hence  ycu  concluded, 
that  con  id  this  conpntaneoufnefs  [as 
you  call  it]  of  corporal  and  animal  fa- 
culties be  pointed  by  difcretion;  that 
is  to  iay,  could  his  vivacity  be  confined 
within  the  pale  of  but  moral  obliga- 
tions; he  would  be  far  from  being  re- 
jeclible  as  a  companion  for  life. 

But  I  ufed  then  to  lay,  and  1  Aill  am 
of  opinion,  that  he  wants  a  heart i 
and  if  he  dees,  he  wants  every- thing. 
A  wrong  head  may  be  convinced,  may 
have  a  right  turn  given  it:  but  who  is 
able  to  give  a  heart ,  if  a  heart  be 
wanting?  Divine  Grace,  working  a 
miracle,  or  next  to  a  miracle,  can  only 
change  a  bad  heart.  Should  not  one 
fly  the  man  who  is  but  fufpeded  of 
fuch  a  one  ?  What,  O  what,  do  parents 
do,  when  they  endeavour  to  iforcc  a 
child's  inclination,  but  make  her  think 
better  than  othcrwife  (he  would  think 
of  a  man  obnoxious  to  themfelves,  and 
perhaps  whofe  chara«5ter  will  nut  tland 
examination? 

I  have  faid,  that  I  think  Mr.  Love- 
lace a  vindictive  man:  upon  my  word, 
I  have  fometimes  doubted,  whether  his 
peifeverance  in  his  addre^Tes  to  me  has 
not  been  the  more  obdinate,  fince  he 
has  found  himlelf  fo  difagreeabletomy 
friends.  From  that  time  I  verily  think 
he  has  been  the  more  fervent  in  them; 
yet  courts  them  not,  but  fets  them  at 
defiance.  For  this  indeed  he  pleads 
difintert(lednef>;  [I  am  furehe  cannot 
politencfs] 


ii6 
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olitenefs]  and  tfce  more  plaufibly,  as 
c  is  apprized  of  the  ability  they  have 
\o  make  it  worth  his  while  to  court 
Ihem.  Iris  true  he  has  declared,  and 
with  too  much  rcafon,  (or  there  would 
'  he  no  bearin?  hina)  that  the  loweft  fub- 
milRons  on  his  part  would  not  be  ac- 
tepted;  and  to  oblige  rne,  has  offered 
to  feek  a  reconciliatiqn  with  them,  if  I 
\^uld  give  him  hope  of  fuccefs. 
f  As  to  hi*  behaviour  at  church,  the 

Sunday  before  lad,  I  lay  no  ftrcfs  upon 
that,  bectuie  T  doubt  there  was  too  in  uch 
Mtuard pride  in  his  intentianal  bumi- 
Uty^  or  Siiorey,  who  is  not  his  enemy, 
'could  not  have  miftaken  it. 

I  do  not  (hink  him  fo  deeply  learned 
In  human  nature,  or  in  ethicks,  as 
ibmehave  diought  him.  Don't  you  re- 
inembKhr  how  he  ftared  at  the  following 
trite  obfervations,  which  every  moralift 
could  have  fumiihed  him  with?  Com- 
tolainingas  he  did,  in  a  half-menacins 
ftrain,  of  the  obloquies  raifed  again  it 
.  fcim— That  if  he  were  innocent,  he 
Ihould  defpife  the  obloquy:  if  not,  re- 
irengc  would  not  wipe  off  his  guilt.— 
That  nobody  ever  thought  of  turning 
'  a  fword  into  a  fpongci^That  ii  was  in 
Ilia  own  power  by  reformation  of  an 
trrar  laid  to  his  charge  by  an  enemy,  to 
make  that  enemy  one  of  his  beft  friends; 
and  (which  was  the  nobleft  revenge  in 
the  world)  agatnfi  his  nmlii  (ince  an 
"enemy  would  not  luijb  him  to  be  with- 
out the  faults  he  taxed  him  with. 

But  the  intetttioHt  he  faid,  was  the 
-wound. 

How  (b,  I  afked  him,  when  that  can- 
not wound  without  the  application? 
That  the  adverfary  only  held  the  fword : 
lie  himfelf  pointed  it  fo  his  breath— And 
why  ihould  he  mortally  refentNhat  ma- 
lice, which  he  might  be  the  better  for  as 
lone  as  he  lived  ? — What  could  be  the 
reading  he  has  been  faid  to  be  mafter  of, 
to  wonder,  as  he  did,  at  thefe  obferva- 
tions } 

But,  indeed,  hemuft  take  pleJifure  in 
revenge;  and  yet  holds  others  to  be  in- 
excuiable  for  the  fame  fault.  He  is  not, 
liowever,  the  only  one  who  can  fee  how 
truly  blameable  thofe  errors  are  in  ano- 
ther, which  they  hardly  think  fuch  ih 
themfelves. 

From  thefe  confiderations;  from  thefe 
tver^balancesi  it  was,  that  I  laid,  in  a 
former,  that  I  would  not  be  in  love  with 
'this  man  for  the  world:  and  it  was  go- 
ing further  than  prudence  would  war- 


tant,  when  I  was  for  compounding i*i€ 
you,  by  the  words  conditional  Murg 
which  you  fo  humoroufly  railly. 

Well,  but,  methinks  you  fay,  wha 
is  all  this  to  the  purpofe?  This  is  ftii 
but  reafoning!  but,  if  you  are  in  Iov< 
you  are ;  and  love,  like  the  vapours,  i 
the  deeper  rooted  for  having  no  fuffi 
cient  caufc  aflignablefor  it's  hold.  An 
fo  you  call  upon  me  again,  to  have  n 
refcrves,  and  fo-forth. 

V/hy  then,  my  dear,  if  yoti  wiH  hai 
it,  I  think,  that,  with  all  his  prepoc 
Iterating  faults,  I  like  him  better  tfcj 
I  ever  thought  I  fhould  like  him;  am 
thofe  faults  confidered,  better  perha| 
than  /  ought  to  like  him.  And  I  b< 
lieve,  it  is  pollible  for  the  perfecotion 
labour  under,  to  induce  me  to  like  hii 
ftill more — Efpecially  while!  can  reco 
left  to  his  advantage  our  laft  interview 
and  as  every  day  produces  ftronger  ii 
fiances  of  tyranny,  I  will  call  it,  on  tl 
other  fide.— In  a  word,  1  will  frank! 
own,  (fmceyou  cannot  think  any-tliiv 
I  fay  too  explicit)  that  were  he  no^tv  by 
a  moral  m^n,  I  would  prefer  him  to  a 
the  men  I  ever  faw. 

So  that  this  is  but  condithned  liH 
ftill,  you'll  fty.— Nor,  I  hope,  is 
more.  I  never  was  in  lo*vey  as  it 
called;  and  whether  this  be  7/,  or  oc 
I  muft  fubmit  10 you.  But  will  ventu 
to  think  it,  if  it  be,  no  fuch  mi^bly  xrt 
narch,  no  fuch  unconquerable  powc 
as  I  have  heard  it  reprefentdd;  and 
muff  have  met  with  greater  encoura'g 
mcntthan  I  think!  have  given  it,  to  1 
abfolutely  unconquerable — Since  I  a 
perfuaded,  that  I  could  yet,  ^thout 
throb f  mod  willingly  ?ive  up  the  0 
man  to  get  rid  of  the  other. 

But  now  to  be  a  little  more  ferio 
with  you:  if,  my  dear,  my  particular 
unhappy  fituation  bad  driven  (or  U 
if  you  pleafe)  me  into  a  liking  o£  t 
man;  and  if  that  liking  had^  in  yo 
opinion ,  inclined  me  to  lo*ve  him  ^  Oiou 
^M,  whofe  mind  is  fufceptibfe  oF  t 
moft  friendly  imprefiions;  ^who  ha 
fuch  high  notions  of  the  delicacy  virfii* 
ought  to  be  obferved  by  ourfex  in  the 
matters;  and  who  aflually  da  enter 
deeply  into  the  diftrefl^s  bf  one  y^ 
love— (houldjoK  have  pufhed  £b  far  tli 
unhappy  friend  on  fo  very  nice  a  fti 
je6l  ?— Efpecially,  when  I  aimed  n 
(as  you  could  prove  by  fifty  inihincc 
it  feems)  to  guard  againft  being  y^u 
out.    Had  you  railiied  me  by  word 
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nofltti  ia  tbe  manner  yon  do,  it  might 
hare  been  more  in  chancer}  cfpecialljry 
if  your  friend'^t  diftrefles  had  been  fur- 
OKKinted;  and  if  flic  bad  afFe^ed  prudi/h 
nrs  in  i^rolving  the  fubjcA :  but  to  fit 
down  to  ^atrlu  it,  as  methinks  I  fee 
you,  with  a  glriddened  f>c,  and  with  all 
tbe  arcbnefs  of  exaltation— Indeed,  my 
dear,  (and  I  t^ke  notice  of  it,  rather 
for  the  fake  of  your  own  generofityi 
than  for  my  fake,  for,  as  I  have  faid, 
I  We  yonr  raillery)  it  is  not  (o  ^very 
pretty;  the  delicacy  of  the  fuhjcft,  and 
the  delicacy  of  your  own  mind,  con- 
tiered. 

I  lay  down  my  pen  here,  thit  you  may 
coniider  of  it  a  little,  ifyon  pleafc. 

#  .  * 
I  KESUUE,to  give  yon  my  opinion 
of  the  force  which  jSfiir^  oxterfon  ought 
to  hare  upon  our  itx\  ana  this  I  (hall 
do  both  ftneraUy  as  to  the  other  fex, 
and  parttcutarly  as  to  this  man;  whence 
yon  will  be  able  to  recalled  how  far 
my  fricods  are  in  the  right,  or  in  the 
wron^,  when  they  attribute  a  good  deal 
of  prejtuiice  in  favour  of  one  man,  and 
in  disfavour  of  the  other,  on  the  fcore 


flie  fays,  and  in  all  IhedoM,  vrlll  plcafe^ 
we  know  not  why. 

But  who  would  ^udge  this  pretty 
fool  htr  fliortday  t  Smce,  with  her  fum* 
mer's  fun,  when  her  butterfly  flutters 
are  oyer,  and  the  winter  of  age  and  fur« 
rows  arrives,  flic  will  feel  the  juil  effect 
of  having  neglc^ed  to  cultivate  her 
better  faculties:  for  then,  like  another 
Helen,  (he  will  be  unuble  to  bear  the  re« 
tfexion  even  of  her  own  g1af»$  and  b%* 
ing  iiink  into  the  iniizniflcance  of  a 
mert  old  'woman,  fhe  wilt  be  entitled  to 
the  contempts  which  follow  that  cha* 
racier.  While  the  Hifcreet  matron^  who 
carries  up  [we  will  not,  in  fuch  a  one*a 
cafe,  fay  ifciv/r]  into  advanced  life,  the 
ever-amiable  cbara^ler  of  virtuous  pru- 
dence, and  ufeful  experience,  finds  fo« 
lid  veneration  take  place  of  airv  adrni* 
ration,  and  more  than  fupply  tne  want 
of  it. 

But  for  a  man  to  be  vain  of  his  per« 
Ton,  how  efl'eminate!  If  fuch  a  one  hap. 
pens  to  iiave  genius,  it  feldom  ftrikes 
deep  into  intelle^ual  fubjcfls.  Hisout- 
fide  ufually  runs  away  with  him.    To 

mdorn,and,perh'p$,f«/^</MPf  to  adorn, 

cf  figure.    Buty,  firft,  let  me  obfervc, '  to  render  ridiculous,  that  perfon,  taket 


That  they  (ee  abundant  reaibn,  on  com- 
parii^  Mr.  Lovelace  and  Mr.  Solmes 
fiogethier,  to  believe  that  this  may  be  a 
oealidcTation  with  me|  and  therefore 
they  believe  it  is. 

There  is  certainly  fomething  very 
alaufible  and  attract ve,  at  well  as  cre- 
dkable  to  a  woman's  cbnee^  \n  figure. 
it  gives  a  favourable  impreffion  at  firft 
%$t,  in  which  wewifli  to  be  confirm- 
ed: and  if,  upon  further  acquaUftance, 
we  find  realbn  fo  to  be,  we  are  pleafed 
with  oor  judgment,  and  like  the  perfon 
the  better,  for  having  given  us  caufe  to 
compiimettt  our  own  fagacity,  in  our 
firt-fighted  impreffions.  But,  never- 
theleft.  It  has  been  generally  a  rule  with 
ne^  to  fufpcA  a  fine  fieure,  both  in  man 
and  woman;  nnd  I  have  had  a  good 
deal  of  rea&n  to  approve  mv  rule— 
With  regard  to  nu»  eipeciafly^  who 
«D|^t  to  value  themfelves  rather  upon 
their  intelledoal  than  perfonal  qnali- 
tifk.  For,astooiirfex,ifafinlr^man 
ftonld  be  led  by  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  to  be  vain  and  conceited  opon 
her  form  and  featuiet;  and  that  to  inch 
ardegree,  as  to  have  neglefted  the  more 
antoial  and  more  durahle  recommen- 
datioosi  tbe  world  will  be  ready  to 
CKnft'  \tx%  fincc  a  pretty  foolj  in  all 


up  all  his  attention.  All  he  does  \%per^ 
final  I  that  is  to  Uy^for  himfclf;  aul  he 
admires,  is  himfelf:  and  in  fpite  of  the 
correAion  of  the  ftoge,  which  fo  often 
and  fo  iufily'  expo^s  a  coxcoml^,  he 
ufually  owindles  down,  and  Hnks  into 
that  chara^lerj  and,  of  confequence^ 
becomes  the  fcor^  of  one  fez,  and  tho 
jeft  of  the  other. 

This  is  generally  tha  ca(e  of  your  fin« 
figures  of  men,  and  of  tbofe  who  value 
themfelves  on  drefs  andoutwardappear- 
ance:  whence  it  is,  that  I  repeat,  that 
nurt  UrfM  in  a  man,  it  a  delpicable 
confideration.  But  if  a  man,  befidit 
figure,  hat  learning,  and  fuch  talentt» 
at  *imuld  have  diftinguiihed  him,what« 
ever  were  hit  form;  tden  indeed /#r^s 
it  an  addition :  and  if  he  hat  pot  run  too 
"ngregionfly  into  felf- admiration,  and  if 
he  lias  prelerved  hit  morals,  he  it  truly 
a  valuable  being. 

Mr.Lorelace  has  certainly  tafte;  and, 
at  far  at  I  am  able  to  determine,  he  hat 
judgment  in  moft  of  thepoliter  arts.  But ' 
although  he  has  a  humorous  way  of  car* 
ryine  it  off,  yet  one  may  fee,  that  he  va- 
lues nimielf  not  a  little,  both  on  hit  per- 
fon and  hit  parts,  and  even  upon  hit 
iirifs\  and  yet  he  has  fo  happy  an  eafe 
in  the  latter^  that  it  feeat  to  U  tbe  leaft 
R  part 
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p»rt  of  his  ftiid^  Aad  as  to  the  for* 
mer,  I  thould  hold  tnjffelf  incxctifeable, 
if  I  v9tTt  ta  add  to  hts  vanity  by  Aiew* 
jttg  the  kaft  regard  for  what  is  too  evi- 
dently to  much  his: 

And  now,'  my  dear»  let  me  aft  you} 

?[ave  I  come  up  to  yoar  expectation  ?  If 
have  not,  when  my  mind  is  more  at 
^fe,  I  will  endeavour  to  pleafe  you  bet- 
ter. For,  methinks,  my  sentences  dra£| 
iny  ftile  creeps;  my  imagination  is  Ainki 
my  Tpirits  fcrve  me  notj  only  to  tell  you, 
That  whether  I  have  more  or  lefs,  I  am 
wholly  devoted  to  the  commands  of  my 
^ear  Mifs  Howe. 

P.S.  The  infolent  Betty  Barnes  has 
)uft  now  iired  me  anew,  by  reporting  to 
me  the  following  expreffions  of  the  ni- 
deous  creature,  Sol mes— That  he  is 
/ure  of  the  coy  girl ;  and  that  tinth  lit- 
He  labour  to  himfrlf.  That  be  I  ever  fo 
$verfe  to  him  beforehand,  he  can  depend 
upon  ray  principles;  and  it  would  be  a 
toleafure  to  him  to  fee  by  what  pretty 
oecreesl  (hall  come  to.  [Horrid  wretch!  j 
That  it  was  Sir  Oliver's  obfervatign, 
who  knew  the  world  perfectly  well,  that 
fear  was  a  better  fecurity  than  /m/^ ,  for 
%  woman's  good  behaviour  to  her  huf- 
band;  although,  for  his  part,  tofucha 
fne  creature  ftruly]  he  would  try  what 
love  would  do;  for  a  few  weeks  atleaH: 
being  unwilling  to  believe  what  the  old 
knicht  ufed  to  aver,  That  fondnefs 
i^ils  more  wives  than  it  makes  good. 

What  think  you,  my  dear,  otTuch  a 
'i^retch  as  thisi  tutored,  toio,  by  that 
old  furly  mfo^nijl^  as  he  was  deemed, 
§ir  Oliver? 


^         XETTER    XLI. 

I^ISS  CLAIUSSA  HARLOW£,  TO  MISS 
HOWS. 

TVttDAY,  MAICH  at. 

HOW  williqgljr  would  my.d«r 
mother  fliew  kindnel]b  to  me,  wer« 
ihe  jiermitted !  None  of  thisperrectttion 
flfould  I  labour  under,  lam  lure,  if  that 
regard  were  paid  to  her  prudence  and 
fine  underftandijig,  which  they  fi»  well 
deftrve.  Whether  owing  to  her,  or  to 
iny  aunt,  or  to  both,  that  a  new  trial 
was  to  be  made  upon  me,  I  cannot  telL 
bj^  this  morning  Jicr  Shiorcy  driiTerM 


into  my  hand  the.fBUowinjgcoiidelccii4'f 
ing  letter. 

*   MY  BtAa  Olftl, 

pOR  fo  I  muft  ftill  call  yoa;  fince 
*^  '  Jior  you  may  be  to  me,  in  cray 
fenfe  of  thf  word-— We  have  taken 
into  particular  coniideration,  (bme 
hints  that  fell  vefterday  from  your 
good  Norton,  as  if  we  had  not,  at  Mr. 
Solmes's  firft  application,  treated  yoa 
with  that  condefceniion,  wherewith 
we  have  in  all  other  inftances  treated 
you.  If  it  even  had  been  fo^  my  dear« 
^ou  were  not  excufeable  to  be  want- 
xxig  myow  part,  and  to  fet  yourfelf  to 
oppofe  your  father's  will  m  a  point 
into  which  he  had  entered  too  far,  to 
recede  with  honour.  But  all  yet  n&ay 
be  well.  On  your  fmgle  will,  vaj 
child,  depends  all  our  happiocfs. 
^  JV'our  father  permits  me  to  tell  you, 
tliat  if  you  now  at  laft  comply  with 
^his  expeftations,  all  paft  difobliga- 
^tions  ihall  be  buried  in  oblivion,  as 
If  thev  had  never  been :  but  withaj^ 
that  tnis  is  the  laft  time  that  that  grace 
will  be  offered  you. 
'  I  hinted  to  yois,  you  muil  reraem-^ 
ber*,  that  patterns  of  the  rtcheft 
filks  were  fent  for.  They  are  come. 
And  as  they  are  come,  your  father^ 
to  (hew  how  much  he  is  determined^ 
will  have  me  fend  them  up  to  you. 
I  could  have  wiiked  they  might  not 
have  accompanied  this  letter— But 
there  is  no  great  matter  in  thai*  I 
mull  tell  you,  that  your  delicacy  is 
not  to  be  quite  fo  much  regarded,  aa 
I  had  once  thought  it  deferved  to  be. 

*  Thefe  are  the  neweft,  as  well  as 
richeft,  that  we  could  procure;  an- 
fwerable  to  our  -ftation  in  the  world  | 
anfwerable  to  the  fortune,  additional 
to  your  grandfather*s  eftatc,  defigned 
you;  and  to  the  noble  fettlementt 
agreed  upon. 

*  Your  father  intenda  you  £x  foita 
{three  of  them  drefled  fuiu)  at  hia 
own  expence.  You  have  an  efitira 
new  fuitj  and  one  beftdes,  which  X 
think  yx>u  never  wore  but  twice.  As 
the  new  fnit  is  rich»  if  yon  chvie  to 
make  that  one  of  the  w,  your  ifa- 
ther  will  |M:elent  youwithanbuwlied 
guineas  in  lieu. 

*  M(«  Solm^  iotOMb  tapitioil  jfou 


•  See  Pace  65. 
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*  tnA  a  ftt  of  Jewels.  At  you  have 
'  year  gnadmotKcr^s  and  jour  own, 

*  if  yon  diufe  to  have  the  former  new 
'  fet,  and  to  make  them  ferve,  hispre- 

*  feat  will  be  made  in  money;  a  very 
'  roosd  rnm— which  will  be  given  in 

*  fall  property  to  yourfelf;  ^fidet  a 

*  But  amual  allowance  for  pin -money, 
i      '  aa  it  is  called.     So  that  your  objeftion 

*  a^nft  the  fpirit  of  a  man  you  think 
'  wvfe  of  than  it  deferves,  will  have 
'  no  wei|^htj  but  you  will  be  more  in- 

*  dqiendfiit  than  a  wife  of  lefs  difcre" 

*  tion  than  we  attribute  to  you,  per- 
'  hapt  9mght  to  be.    You  know  full 

*  frul,  that  I,  whofirft  and  laft  brought 

*  a  ftill  larger  fortune  into  the  family 

*  than  you  will  carry  to  Mr.  Solmes, 

*  bad  not  a  provifion  made  me  of  near 

*  this  that  we  have  made  for  you.— 

*  Where  people  marry  to  their  likings 

*  terms  are  tne  Ieaf(  things  ftood  upon 

*  —Yet  ibould  I  be  fornr  if  you  can- 
'  not  (to  oblige  us  all)  overcome  a 

<  diHike. 

*  Wonder  not,  Clary,  that  1  write 
'  to  yon  thus  plainly  and  freelv  upon 

*  ^sfubjeB.    Your  behaviour  hither- 

*  to  has  been  fnch,  that  we  have  had 

*  no  oppoif  ntty  of  entering  minutely 

*  ipto  the  fobjea  with  you.  Yet,  after 
'  all  that  hat  palTcd  between  you  and 

*  me  ineonverfation,  and  between  you 

*  and  your  niKtes  by  letter,  you  have 

*  no  room  to  doubt  what  it  to  be  the 

<  confe({Qefice.*-Either,  child,  we  muft 

*  give  op  Mur  authority,  or  you^wir 

*  hnnoar.  Y<m  cannot  expe^  the 
'  one.  We  ba:ve  all  the  reafoh  in  the 
'  world  to  expe^  thec^ber.  You  know 
'  I  bate  told  yoo  more  than  once,  that 

*  yMitt«ftrefchre  to  have  Mr.  Solmes, 

*  dr  ncircr  to  be  looked  iipon  as  our 
■child. 

*  TheAmtKbtof  tbefeltlementsyoQ 
'  may  Ihe  wSenever  you  will.  We 
'  think  there  can  be  no  room  for  ob<- 
'  jeSioii  to  an^  of  the  arcieles.    There 

*  It  ftiti  more  ia  them  in  our  family's 

*  imraar,  than  was  ftipultted  at  lirft, 
'  when  Toor  aruAt  tailed  of  them  to 
'  yon.  More  fo,  indeed,  than  we  could 
*-liavea4ced.  If,tip<ni|NsrtilbIofthem, 
'  Tan  think  any  iteration  tieceftary,  it 

*  hall  be  made.— Do,  my  dear  girl^ 
"  fend  to  me  witlim  Yhis  day  or  two, 

*  or  rather  afk  me.  for  Ae  perofii  of 
•than. 

'  Asacertainperlbiki^litbpearanteat 
( chvrdi  ^  hMjt  and  inuft  tk  jf^t^ 


out  every- where,  make  ni  extremely 
uneafy^  and  as  that  uneafinefs  wiU 
continue  while  you  are  (ingle,  yoa 
muft  not  wonder  that  a  fliort  day  if 
intended.  This  day. fortnight  we 
defi^  it  to  be,  if  you  have  no  ob* 
jeftion  to  make  that  I  (hall  approve 
of.  But  if  you  determuie  as  we 
Would  have  you,  and  figniryit  to  us« 
we  fliall  not  ftand  with  you  for  a  week 
or  fo. 

*  Your  figbtlinefs  of  perfon  may  per- 
haps make  fome  think  this  alliance 
dilparaging.  But  I  hope  you  will  not 
put  fuch  a  perfimal  value  upon  vour* 
fetf :  if  you  do,  it  will  indeed  be  the 
left  wonder  th^t ferfin  fhould  wcigli 
with  you  (^however  weak  the  conuf 
deration  I )  1  n  another  man. 

*  Thus  we  parents^  in  juftic^,  ought 
to  judges  that  our  two  daughters  are 
ejusih  dear  and  valuable  to  usj  if 
io,  why  fteuld  CiaHfa  think  that  t 
diiparagemeat,  which  ArahtliMwwl^ 
not  (nor  <nv  for  her)  have  though^ 
any,  had  the  addrefs  been  made  t# 
her f-— You  will  know  what  I  mea» 
bythis,  without  my  explaining  myfeif 
nrther. 

*  Signify  to  us,  now,  therefore,  your 
compliance  with  our  wilhes.  And 
then  there  is  an  end  of  )rour  confine- 
ment.  An  aft  of  oblivion,  as  I  maj 
call  it.  (hall  oafs  upon  all  your  former 
refinaorinen:  and  you  will  onee 
more  make  us  happy  in  you,  and  ia 

,  one  another.  You  may,  i  n  this  cafe, 
dktSAy  come  down  to  vour  fathef 
and  me,  in  his  ihidy;  where  we  will 
give  yott  emropinions  of  the  pattehit^ 
with  our  hearty  forgivoieie  and  blef* 
fings. 

«  Come,  be  a  nod  child,  as  ymi 
uftdtobe,myCTariiDi.  Ihave(not^ 
witbilanding  your  paft  behaviour,  and 
the  hopeleftnefs  wnich  fome  haveex- 
prrfled  in  your  compliance)  under^ 
taken  this  one  time  more  for  yon. 
Difcredit  not  my  hopes,  my  dear  girU 
I  have  promifed  never  more  to  inter- 
fere between  your  father  and  jp«»,  if 
this  my  moft  earned  application  fuc* 
ceed  bat.  I  expeft  you  down,  love* 
Your  father expeiftt  you  down.  Buf 
be  fore  don*t  let  him  fee  any.  thrn^ 
tincbearfol  in  your  compliance.  If 
yon  come,  I  will  clifp  you  to  my 
fond  hearti  with  as  much  pleafure  as 
efer  X  preCed  you  to  it  in  my  whole 
lifc.  YM4ont  knew  What  I  have 
&»  «fiiitred 
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<  fufiTered  within  thefe  few  weeks  paft; 

*  nor  ever  will  be  able  to  guefs,  till 

*  you  come  to  be  ^in  my  (ituationj 

*  which  is  that  of  a  fond  and  indulgent 

*  nnother,  praying  night  and  day,  and 

*  ftrugglirig  to  pi-cfei  vc,  again  ft  the  at- 
'  tempts  of  moi-e  urigpvernable  fpirits, 

*  the  peace  andunicnof  her  family. 

*  But  you  know  the  terms.    Come 

*  not  napr  us,  if  you  refolveto  beundu- 

*  tiful:  but  thiS|  after  what  I  have  writ- 

<  ten,  I  hope  you  cannot  be. 

*  If  you  coroedire^ly,  and,  as  Ifaid, 
'  cbcarfully,  as  if  your  heart  were  in 

*  yoxir  duty,  (and  you  told  me  it  was 

*  /r^ft  you  know)  I  (hall  then,  as  I 
«  faid,  give  you  the  moft  tender  proofs, 
«  h6w  much  I  am^9»r  truly  afediotutU 

*  mother,^ 

Think  for  me,  my  deareft  friend, 
how  I  jnuft  be  affefted  by  this  letter  j 
the  contents  of  it  are  fo  furpnzingly  ter- 
rifying, yet  fo  fweetly  urged!—'  O 
«  why,*  cried  I  to  myfalf, '  am  I  oblig* 
^  ed  to  undergo  this  fevere  confli£l  bc- 
«  tween  a  compiand  that  I  cannot  obey, 

<  and  language  fo  condefcendingly 
«  movinff !— Gould  I  haye  been  fore  of 

<  being  flruck  dead  at  the  a]'tar  before 
'  tbeceremony  had  given  the  roan  I  hate 
«  a  title  to  my  yows,  I  think  I  could 

*  have  fubmitted  to  have  been  led  to  it. 

*  But  to  think  of  living  <u«r^  andliv- 

*  ir)g  f9r  a  man  one  abhors,  what  a  iad 
«  thing  is  that?' 

And  then^  how  could  the  glare  6f 
babit  and  ornament  be  fuppofecTaDy  in- 
ducement to  onp,  who  has  always  hcld^ 
.  that  the  principal  view  of  a  flood  wife 
in  the  adorning  of  her  perion,  ought 
to  be,  to  frefer*vt  the  aite^lion  of  oar 
huiband,  and  to  docndii  to  his  choicet 
and  that  flie  fliould  be  even  ftarful  of 
attra£ling  the  eyes  of  others  F^^ln  thia 
yiew,  muft  not  the  very  richneftof  the 
patiems  add  to  my  diigufts  ?— Great 
encouragement,  indeed,  to  think  of 
adorning  one*s  ielf  to  be  the  wife  of 
Mr.SoGfUif 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  notpoifibU 
for  me  to  go  down  upon  the  piefcribed 
condition.  Do  you  think  it  was?-«» 
And  to  writg,  it  my  letter  would  have 
been  reaJ,  what  could  I  write  that 
vould  be  admitted,  and  after  what  I 
bad  written  and  faid  to  fo  little  effefi  } 

I  walked  bacjcward  and  forward.  I 
threw  down  with  difdain  the  patterns, 
^ow  to  my  cloiet  i*etired  Ij  tneja  /jut^ 


.ting  it,  threw  mv(eif  «pon  the  L 

then  upon  this  chairj  then  upon  t2i^t5 
then  into  one  window^  then  into  aoo^ 
thcr — I  knew  not  what  to  do!— -A^as^ 
while  I  wa^  in  this  fufpenfe,  having 
again  taken  up  the  letter  to  re- perufe  it, 
Betty  came  in,  and  reminded  n>e,  \>y 
order,  that  my  papa  and  mamma  waice<i 
for  me  in  my  father's  ftudy. 

*  Tell  my  mamnria,"  faid  I,  *  IhsLt  X 

*  beg  the  favour  of  feeing  her  here  for 
'  one  moment;  or  to  permit  me  to  at- 

*  tend  her  any- where  by  herfelf.' 

I  liftened  at  the  ftairs-bead — *  Vow 
'  fee,  my.  dear,  how  it  is,'  cried  sny 
father,  very  angrily:  'all  your  con*. 

*  defceniion  (as  yoar  indulgence  here* 

*  tofore)  is  thrown  away.    Tou  biatrut 

*  your pifis  vioUnce,  as  you  call  itj'  f  / 
had fome  pleafure  in  hearing  thisi  *  buc 
<  nothing  el le  will  do  with  her.  Ifoaa 
'  Aiall  not  fee  her  alone.     Is  my  pre* 

*  fence  an  exception  to  the  bold  creas«> 

*  ture?' 

'  Tell  her,'  faid  my  mother  to  Betty* 

*  (tit  knows  upon  what  terms  (he  may 

*  come  down  to  us.  Nor  will  I  fee  her 
«  upon  any  other.' 

The  maid  brought  me  this  anfwer. 
I  had  recourfe  to  my  pen  and  ink;  bu( 
I  trembled  fo,  that  I  could  not  wrire» 
nor  knew  I  what  to  fay,  had  I  had 
fteadier  fi  ngers .  At  laft  Betty  brouglit 
me  tbe(e  lines  Drorn  my  father. 

*  ONDVTirilL    ANP   FESViaSl    CLA- 

*   ftlSSAy 

'  "M  O  condefcenfioD,  I  (ee,  will  move 

->-^   <  you.    Your  mother  Uiall  mat 

'  fee  you)  nor  will  I.    Prepare,  hovr- 

*  ever,  to  obey.  You  know  our  plea*- 
'  fure.   Your  uncle  Antony,  your  brav> 

*  ther,  and  your  iifter,  and  your  fai» 

*  vourite  Mrs.  Norton,  (ball  fee  the 

*  eeremony,performed  privately  at  your 

*  uncle's   chapel.     And  when   Mr« 

*  Solmes  can  introduce  you  to  na,  ia 

*  the  temper  we  wifli  to  behold  yoo  in^ 

*  we  may  perhaps  foi^ive  hit  wife,  al* 

*  though  we  nerer  can,  in  any  Mer 

*  chara^r,  our  perverie  daughter.  Aa 

*  it  will  be  fo  privately  imforaied^ 
'  cloaths  and  equipage  may  be  pmvir 

*  ded  afterwards.    So  |weparetogo  te 

*  your  uncle*8  for  an  early  day  in  next 
'  week.  We  will  not  fee  y;au  till  ail 
'  IS  over :  and  we  vrill  have  it  over  the 

*  fooner,  in  order  to  Ihorten  the  time 

*  of  your  deierved  confinement,  aad 

*  our  own  trouble  ia  coateAding  wi  A 

•  •  fuch 
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•*  IM  f  riM  a4  .yeulMTebctnof  htt. 
'  I  witl  hear  no  pleat,  I  will  recciTe  no 

*  kaer,  nor  exfwftulation.  Nor  iball 
'  m  benr  firom  me  aoy  more  till  fan 
'  katc  ciMBged  your  name  to  my  Uk- 
'«ttg.  T^sfrom 

'  Thitr  mciMfiJ  faihirJ 

If  thU  reibtntion  te  adhered  to,  then 
will  ray  father  never  iee  me  more!— 
For  I  will  never  be  the  wife  of  that 
Solmea— I  wUl  die  firft! 

TVltPAT  ITCyftVO. 

HE,  diia  Solmet,  came  hither  foon 
after  I  had  received  my  fithcr'a  letter. 
He  feiit  up  to  beg  leave  to  w.iit  upon 
OK— I  wonder  at  his  aRurancel 

I  (aid  to  Betty,  who  bronght  me  tbia 
meCagc,  <  Let  him  reftore  an  unhappy 
'  cnntore  to  her  father  and  mother,  and 
'  then  I  may  hear  what  he  hat  to  fay. 
'  But  if  my  friends  will  not  fee  mi  on 

*  bis  aoooont,  I  will  not  fee  him  upon 

*  his  tnvM,' 

«  I  liope.  Miff/  faid  Betty,  *  you 
'  will  not  lend  me  down  with  this  an- 

*  Iwer.     He  is  with  your  papa  and 

*  mamma.* 

'  I  am  driven  to  deipair,'   faid  I. 

*  I  cannot  be  ufed  worle.    I  will  not 

*  ke  him.' 

Down  Ak  went  with  my  anfwer. 
She  pcrteoded,  it  feems,  to  be  loth  to 
racat  it:  Co  was  c$mMumded  out  of  her 
aitafted  re&nres,  and.gaveit  in  it*s  full 
foftc. 
O  how  I  heard  my  father  ftorrol 
They  wtie  all  together,  it  fecms,  in 
his  ftudy.    My  brother  was  for  hav- 
ing me  turned  oat  of  the  houfe  that  m»- 
nenc,  to  Lovelace,  and  my  evil  deftiny. 
My  mother  was  pleafed  to  put  in'» 
'  fmtk  word  for  me }  I  know  not  what 
It  vas;  but  thns  (he  was  anfwered— 

*  My  dear,  thia  is  the  moft  provokinff 
'  thing  in  the  world  in  a  woman  S 

*  your  good  (enle!-~To  love  a  rebel, 

*  as  widT  aa  if  iie  were  dutiful.  What 

*  cncovragement  for  duty  is  this  f-^ 

*  Have  I  not  loved  her  at  well  as  ever 

*  yotf  did  r  And  AvH  am  I  changed  I 

*  Wonld  to  the  Lon(^  your  fex  knew 
<  hnw  to  diftinguUkI  U  is  plain,  that 
'  Am  idiea  npon  -her  power  over  yoir. 
'  The  fsod  mother  ever  made  a  har- 
^dMdchikl!* 

She  was  pitafed,  hovrever,  to  blame 
lotyi  aatw  wench  owned,  forgiving 


my  anfirer  tt*s  full  force*  But  my 
father  praiied  her  for  it. 

The  wench  fays,  that  he  would  have 
come  np  in  his  wrathi  at  my  refofiag 
to  fee  Mr.  Solmes,  had  not  my  brother 
and  fifter  prevailed  upon  him  to  the  con- 
trary. 

I  wifli  be  had  I— And,  were  ir  not  for 
bis  own  fake,  that  he  had  killed  me ! 

Mr.  Solmes  condefcended  [T  am 
migbtily  obliged  to  him,  trnly!]  an 
plead  for  me. 

They  are  all  in  tiimulul  How  it  wiM 
end,  I  know  not— I  am  <|aite  weary 
of  my  life— So  happy,  till  within  them 
few  weeks l«>So  mitcrable  now! 

Welh  indeed,  might  my  mother  fay, 
that  I  mould  have  levere  trials  *• 

P,  Ss  The  idiot  [fuch  a  one  am  I  treat- 
ed like!]  is  ^fggrJ,  as  I  ro»y  fay, 
by  my  brother  and  lifter.  They  have 
defired,  that  I  may  be  configaed  over 
entirely  to  thdr  management.  If  it 
be  granted,  [it  ij granted,  on  my  f*. 
thei*s  part,  I  underhand,  but  n«e 
jet  on  my  mother's]  what  crnehjr 
mav  I  not  expr£l  from  their  eovy» 
jealouf^,  and  ill-will  1 — I  fltall  (bos 
lee,  bv  it*s  effe^s,  if  I  am  to  be  fo  con* 
iignea— -This  is  a  written  intimation 
privately  ^ropt  in  my  woodhoule- 
walk,  by  my  couHn  Dolly  Hervey. 
The  dear  girl  longs  to  fee  me,  (he 
tells  me:  but  is  forbidden  tillOiefee 
me  as  Mrs.  Solmes,  or  as  content- 
ing to  be  his.  I  will  take  example 
by  tbfir  perfeverancc !— Indeed  J 
will! 

LETTER   XLIL  . 

MISS  CLARISSA  HAELOWEiTO  lilSO 
HOWI. 

AN  angry  dialogue,  a  fcolding-beot 
,  rather,  haa  palled  between  my 
lifter  and  me.  Did  you  think  I  could 
icold,  my  dear? 

She  was  lent  op  to  me,  upon  my  re- 
fufid  to  fee  Mr.  Solmea— Let  loofe  upon 
mcy  I  think  1— 'No  intention  on  their 
partly  to  conciliate!  It  feems  evident 
that  I  am  given  up  to  my  brother  and 
her,  by  general  confent. 

I  will  do  jnftice  to  every,  thing  die 
find  agaiaft  me,  which  carried  an vforct 
vrith  iu    Ai  I  aikior  your  approbatiott 
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or  otfy^prtnUbMi  of  toy  condoCTy  upon 
the  faai  I  \xy  before  yoo,  I  flumtd 
iliittJt  it  the  fign  of  a  wry  bad  onife,  if 
I  endetvoorod  to  tniflcad  mj  judge. 

She  began  with  repreftoting  to  me 
4l|e  danger  I  bad  been  in,  had  my  father 
come  up,  as  he  would  have  done  had 
lie'  not  been  hindered-«*by  Mr.  S§fiK€S, 
aiDong  the  reft.  She  reflefted  upoh 
my  Norton,  at  if  (he  encouraged  me  in 
.  sry  penrcrfeneft.  She  ridiculed  me  for 
my  foppofed  efteem  for  Mr.  Lovelace. 
vWa$  fnrpriaed  that  the  wittj,  the 
^TMifna,  my,  the  ibttifvl  and  ^f— «ar 
Yib  fike  fneenngly  pronoanecd  the  word] 
ClariflaHarlowe,  ihouldberoftrangefy 
fcad  of  a  profligate  man,  that  her  pa- 
rents were  form  to  lock  her  np,  in 
order  to  hinder  her  from  running  into 
6is  arms.  '  Let  me  aflc  you,  my  dear,* 
faid  Ae,  <  how  you  now  keep  your 

*  account  of  the  dirpoHtion  of  your 

*  time  ?  Ho'iv  many  l^ourj  in  the  ttn/tn- 
'*  fj'fi^f  do  you  devote  to  your  needle? 

*  How  many  to  your  prayei  s  ?  How 

*  many  to  letter-writing?   And  how 

*  many  to  lore  N— I  doubt,  I  doubt, 

*  my  little  dear,'  -^vas  her  arch  expref- 
fion,  *  the  latter  aiticle  is  like  Aaron's 
^  rod,  and  fwallows  up  all  the  iieftl— 
«  Tell  mej  is  it  not  fo  ?• 

To  thefe  I  anfwered,  that  it  was  a 
double  mortification  to  me  to  owe  my 
fafety  from  the  efiPeAs  of  my  father's 
indignation  to  a  man  T  could  never 
thank  for  any-thing.  I  vindicated  the 
good  Mrs.  Norton  with  a  warmth  that 
was  due  to  her  merit.*— With  equal 
warmth  I  refented  her  refle6lio'ns  upon 
sne  on  Mi'.  Lovelace^s  account.  As 
to  the  difpoiitioto  of  my  tinie  in  the 
twenty- four  hours,  I  told  her  it  would 
becier  have  become  her  to  pity  a  fiftar 
in  diftrefs,  than  to  ptult  over  hei— - 
Efpecially,  when  I  could  toojuftly  at' 
triOute  to  the  difpofitibn  of  ibme'  of 
har  wakeful  hodrs  no  finall  part  of  that 

She  raved  extremely  at dkit  laft  hint: 
but  reminded  me  of  the  gtacle  tnat- 
mcnt  of  all  my  firiendsy  my  mother^s 
in  particular,  befoce  it  came  to  tlrit: 
Iht  iiud,  that  I  bad  difcofvered*  a  Ij^rSt 
they  »ev8f  had  expeatd}  tbat,  if  tli^ 
had  thwgbt  me  inch  a  dmrnpionWy 
they  would  hardly  baft  tcntaitd  toen- 
gaatwithmoi  biitthttsmfr,  tbtlmrt 
mnd  die.long  wta,  that  the  matter  had 
gone  too  far  to  be  ginen  opj  that  it  wat 


neeotne  a  contention  between  mm^  MtB 
nuilfuhufs-^  whether  a  parentH  astfao* 
rity  were  to  yield  to  a  daughter* a  ob- 
Ainacy,  or  the  contrary:  thnt  X  imsft 
therefore  bend  or  break:  that  wrao  aUL 
child.. 

I  told'  her,  that  I  wifhed  the  fabicA 
werex>f  fuch  a  nature,  that  I  could  re- 
turn her  pleafantry  with  equal  Hg;htAe& 
of  heart:  but  that,  if  Mr.  Soltnet  bxd 
luch  merit  in  cvcry-bodv's  eyes,  in  bers 

Jarticulariy,  Why  might  he  not  be  • 
rvtber  to  me,  rather  than  a  bajh^md? 
*  O child,*  faysihei  «raethinka  yoo 
'  are  as  pleafant  to  the  full  aa  I  ams  I 

*  begin  to  have  fome  hopes  of  you  now. 

<  But  do  yon  thitik  I  will  rob  my  filltr 

*  of  her  humble  fervant?  Had  he  lirft 

*  addreficd  himfelf  to  me,*  proceeded 
flie,  *  ibmething  might  have  oeea  iaids 

*  but  to  take  my  yoao^r  fifter^s  re* 

*  fuiall  No,  no,  child:  it  is  not  come 

*  to  that  neither!  Beiides,  that  woold 

<  be  to  leave  the  door  open  in  yoor 

*  heart  for  you  know  who,  child}  and 

*  we  would  fain  bar  him  oot»  if  potl^^ 

*  ble.  In  fliort;,*  (and  then  Ihe  changed 
both  her  tone^  and  her  looks}  *  had! 
'  been  as  forward  as  fomet>ody,  to 
'  throw  myfelf  into  the  arms  of  one  of 

*  the  mated  profligates  in  England, 

*  who  nad  enaeavoared  to  fupport  hit 

*  claim  to  me  dirongh  the  blood  of  sny 

<  brother,  then  might  all  my  fimiily 

*  join  together  to  fave  me  from  fuch  m 

*  wretch,  and  to  marry  me  as  faft  at 

*  they  could,  to  ibme  worthy  man,  who 

*  might  ff^or/Kv^^  offer  hhntelf.   And 

<  now.  Clary,  airs  out,  and  make  the 

*  moft  of  it.* 

Did  not  this  deferve  a  fevete  retmrn  ? 
Do  (ky  it  did,  to  |aftif|r  my  reply .^ 
«  Alas!  for  my  ppor  b^er!.*  faid  I*^ 

*  The  man  was  not  ttways  ib  great  •- 
>  profligate.  How  true  is  the  oblervar- 
«  tion,  Thai  mr^fttiN/i  Utfe  furms  f 

<  de^ftfi  bmttr 

I  then^  flit  tMuM  have  beat  mte. 
Btt  1  pit>ceeded-^«  I  have  heard  otfbeo 
^  of  my  brother *s  daneer»  and  my  bto* 

<  tber*a  murderer.  When  fo  little  ecte- 
«  mony  i«  made  with  me,  why  imvldl 

*  tmt  fPMk  ott?-''Md  M  not  tek  t^ 

*  kill  the  »llMr>  if  ht  eoiild  hatei 


*  k>  Would  my  blather  httt  mreA 

*  Lovelace  bu  lite,  had  it  htea  Si  li^ 

<  pewtr?«^Tht  ^t^ntfinr  AmoM  net 

*  rM^Mi.^-^ndi  at  to  tf^^tUmM  ^ 

<  fersj  would  toiitavea  mae  one  bad 

*  ^fmd 
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*  DOC  mf  hulu  Bella*  tbe  §flfrUa»£ 

*  mtlcxnan  doa*t  cmnel ' 
Coald^Mt,  vy  d^,  have  ftewn  more 

^r  lexpcacd  to  fed  the  weight  of 
her  htiid«  She  did  cooic  up  t«  tnt.with 
it  hdd  op«  then»  feeechMt  with  jmT- 
fioo,  na  down  bail  way  of  the  ftairt* 
aadcamea^afam. 

When  ihe  could  fpcah-^*  God  give 
'  BK  jntieacewith  you!^ 
'Amea/fridl:  » but  you  fee,  Bella, 
how  ill  yoa  bear  the  retort  you  pro- 
voke. Will  yoti  forgive  me^  and  let 
me  find  a  fiAer  \nym^  at  I  am  (orry» 
if  yoa  have  reafon  to  think  me  un- 
Iferiy  in  what  I  have  (aid  ?* 
Hwa  did  Ihe  pour  upon  me,  with 
gnaaervieleace;  coaiadenngmygcDtle- 
aefs  as  a  triumph  of  temper  over  her. 
She  waa  lefolved,  Ae  faid,  to  let  every- 
body  know  how  I  took  the  wicked  LoVe* 
bee's  part  affainft  my  brother. 

I  wtflied,  f  Cold  her,  I  could  make  the 
pkaforair;^^  which  (he  might  for  A/r- 
fi^  to  wic«  That  my  ancer  vMis  morn 
iaeicofeable  than  my  judgment*  B«t 
I  piifamcd  ihe  had  (ome  other  view  in 
caoing  ao  me,  ^an  flie  had  hitherto  a£« 
jaunted  me  with.    *  Let  me,*  (aid  I, 

*  hot  know  (after  all  that  has  pnfied) 

*  if  yoo  have  any- thing  to  prapo(e  that 

*  1  r^v  comply  wtth$  any-thing  th^ 
'  can  makcmya*^  fifteronce  moremv 

Ihad  belore,npQn  her  ridiculing  meon 
Biy  Coppolod  charaffcer  of  mrri»/i,  (aid, 
Aat,  althaae!i  I  wifted  to  be  thought 
muk,  I  wouM  net  be  0bjiS\  although 
iaaiUr,  not  JIM*.*  and  hen,  in  a  (beer - 
iag  way,   flie  cautianed  me  on  that 


I  replied,  t!fat  her  plealantry  was 
much  move  agreeable  than  her  anger. 
int  I  wifhcdtte  vMuldlet  me  know  tbe 
fsd  of  a  vifit  that  hadhttberto  [JmtnMiM 
«]  been  lb  nnfilbrly. 

She  dfcfired  to  he  infoimed,  in  the 
mme  of  rforj-h^df^  was  her  word, 
vbrt  I  maa  daermtned  upon?  And 
wkAcr  to  oemphr  or  notl^-Onewori 
{or  all :  rojr  friends  were  not  to  have 
pBiknoe  vrxth  ib  perver(e  a  crcnture  for 

llie  tb»  1  tald  her  I  ^voold  dot 
MInldy  break  with  the  man  dmywem 
li  lb  determined  againft;  uponcoodi* 
^M,  homener^  thai  neither  Mr .  Sobnes, 
aor  any  other,  were  omd  to  me  with 
At  force  o£  nnooHmM. 


And  what  was  this,  more  than  1  liad 
oflTercd  before?  What,  but  ringing  my 
changes  upon  the  lame  bcUs,  and  net* 
ther  receding  nor  advancing  one  tittle? 

If  I  knew  what  other  propofals  I 
could  make,  I  told  her,  that  would  he 
acceptable  to  them  all,  and  free  me  from 
the  addrefs  of  a  man  fo  difagreeable  to 
me,  I  nvnuld  make  them.  I  bad  indeeil 
be^ire  offered,  never  to  marry  without 
my  father's  coofent* 

She  interrupted  me.  That  was  bo- 
cau(e  I  depended  upon  mv  whining 
tiicks  to  brins  my  father  and  mother  IP 
what  I  plea&o* 

«  A  fwr  denendencel*  I  (aid.--^l» 
knew  tnole  who  would  make  that  de« 
pendence  vain-^ 

And  I  jkoidd  have  brought  them  t» 
my  own  beck,  very  probably,  and  mf 
uncle  Marlowe  too,  as  aUb  my  aoat 
Hervey,  had  I  not  been  forbidden  their* 
fighc,  and  thereby  hindered  from  pbig* 
ing  my  pog*t  tricks  before  them. 

'  Atleai,  Bella,*  (aid  I,  <  yen  haw 
'  hinted  to  me  fe  luAom  I  am  obligedp 
'  that  my  father  and  mother,  and  every- 

*  body  el(e,  treat  me  thot  harihly*  B«r 

<  furelyyou  make  them  all  very  wodu 

'  Indiierentperfonsi  judging  of  uatmn* 
'  from  what^  (ay,  would  either  think 
'  air  a  very  artful  creatus€,or/Minviry 
'  fpitefnl  one/ 

<  Vou  are  iMdi9d  a  very  artful  oa% 

*  for  that  matter.*  inteiinpted  (he  i*  • 
paflaoni  <  one  of  the  arthilleft  I  ever 

<  knew!'  Akd  then  followed  an  accnfis. 
tionibfowi  (b  unfifterly^«That  I  half- 
bewkohed  peonle  by  my  infinmuttnga^ 
drefst  that  nobody  could  bo  ndued  or 
relpeAed,  but  mik  ftand  like  cyphers 
wherever  I  came.  '  How  often,*  ftid 
(he,  <  have  I  and  my  brother  been  taUb- 
'  ing  upon  a  fubjeft,  and  had  every* 
'  ^dy*s  attention,  till  jwn  canm  in^ 
'  with  your  bewitchibgmivi  pride,  mm 

<  hnaMe  fignificance?  And  then  have 

*  we  either  been  ftoi>ped  bv  rcfeneacen 
'  to  Mifs  Clary's  opinion,  toriboth;  er 

<  been  forced  to  ib^ourlelves,  ormuA 

<  have  talked  on  unattended  to  by 

*  esery-body.* 

ShejHwfed:  f  Pear  Bella,  peaeeed«* 
6be  indeed  ieemed  only  gathering 
bmath, 

<  And  fo  r  'unH;  faid  Ae-^  IXd  yo« 

*  90t  bewitch  my  gtand&ther)  CoukI 
'  any.  thing  beplaapng  to  him,  thaCyon 
'  did  not  (ay  or  do?  How  did  he  u&  to 
«  hei^  tiU  he  tahhwed  again,  poor 

«  doating 
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*  dcMitifiroTdmiTi!  oh  youriilvrr tongue! 
«  Yet  what  did  you  fay,  that  «ai*  could 
■  aot  have  faid  >  Whgt  did  you  do,  that 

*  «we  did  not  endeavour  to  do  ?— ^And 
«  what  was  all  this  for>  Why,  truly, 
«  tiis  la  ft  will  (hewed  what  effect  your 

*  fmootb  obligingnefshad  upon  Him!-* 

*  To  leave  ihe  acquired  part  of  his 
«  cftate  from  the  next  heirsy  his  own 

*  Ibnsy  to  a  grandchtld;  to  \i\%yowige^ 
'  erandchild!    a  daughter   too!— To 

*  Kave  the  family-  pi  A  uretfrom  h  i  s  Too  s ' 

*  to  you,  beeaufe  you  could  /a/i//>  about 

*  them,  aad,  though  you  now  negle^b 

*  their  examples,  could  wipe  and  clean 
«  them  with  yoor  dainty  nands!  The 
«  Tanitly«plate  too,  in  fiich  quantities, 

*  of  two  or  three  generaiiooa  (landing, 
^«iiioft  not  be  changed,  becaofe  his/rr- 

*  ektts  cbild^t  humouring  his  old/i?/* 

*  lal  taftcy  admired  it,  to  make  it  all  her 
♦■•wtt.' 

This  w^s  too  low  to  move  me:  <  O 

*  my  poor  (Hter?'  (aid  1 5  <  not  to  be 

*  able,  or  at  leaft  willing,  to  diftinguifli 
^  between  art  and  nature!  Ifl4/i</oblige» 

*  I  was  happy  in  it:  I  looked  for  no 

*  further  reward  $  my  mind  is  above 

*  art,  from  the  dirty  motives  you  mcn- 

*  tion.     I  wi&  with  all  my  heart  my 

*  grandfather  had  not  thus  diftingui(h- 

*  ed  mei  he  (aw  my  brother  likely  to 

*  be  amply  provided  for  out  of  the  fa- 
'  «ity,  as  well  as  w  it;  he  defired  that 

*  you  might  have  the  greater  (hare  of  my 

*  lather's  favour  for  it;  and  no  doubt 

*  butyoo^ribivil!.  You  know,  Bella, 

*  that  the  eftate  my  grandfather  be« 
'  qneathed  me  was  not  half  the  real 
«  eftate  be  left.* 

*  Wbafs  all  that  to  an  eftate  in  pof- 

*  (eflion*  and  lefi-  you  with  fucb  dif- 

*  ttndions,  as  gave  you  a  reputation  of 

*  ^(rearer  value  than  the  eftate  itfelf  r 

*  Hence  my  misfortune,  Bella,  in 

<  your  envy,  I  doubt!— But  have  I  not 

*  given  up  that  poifefiion  in  the  fafeft 

*  inanner  I  could  V 
'  *  Yes,*  interrupting  me,  (he  hated  me 

for  that  befl  uummr.  Specious  little 
Witeh(  (he  called  me:  *  \ qju  beft mau^ 

*  uer,  fo  full  of  art  and  defign,  had  n6- 

*  ver  bttn  fecn  throu^,  if  you,  with 

*  yoor  bUndi(hing  waya,  had  not  been 

*  put  out  of  (jght,  and  reduced  to  po(i* 

*  live  declarations!  — Hindered  from 

<  playing  your  little  whining  tricks| 

*  cuntiig,  like  t  ferpent,  about  your 

•  AlludiJig  to  hb  wkA  10  the  frcai»ble  to  the  dauftftta  Ui  miOo  ftgf  if* 


*  mamtna;  and  makfiig  her  etyfo  deny 

*  vou  any- thing  your  little  obftinata 

*  neart  was  fet  upon!' 
'  Obftjnate  heart,  Bella!' 
*■  Yes,  obfttnate  heart!  For  did  yoa 

*  ever  give  up  any-thing?  Hadyovnol 

*  the  art  to  make  them  think  ft II  was 

*  right  you  alked.  though  my  brotlvrr 
'  and  I  were  frequently  nftded  favourt 

*  of  no  greater  import?* 

*  I  know  not,  Bella,  that  I  ererafked 
'  any- thing  unfit  to  be  granted.  I  lei- 

*  dom  a(ked  favours  for  myftrff'f  but  for 

*  otbert.* 
I  was  a  re(I<f6ling  creature  for  this. 

*  All  you  fpeak  of,  Bella,  was  a  long 
'  time  a^o.  I  cannot  go  fo  far  back  into 
'  our  childi ft  follies.  Little  did  I  think 

*  of  how  iong^  ftanding  this  your  iatt- 
'  ^r«oir' antipathy  is.* 

I  was  areneAeragain!  Such  ufiatcy 
meeknefs\  Cwh  z  beflmaumeri  andfuch 
venom  in  words!— «  O  Clary!  Clary! 

*  Thou  wert  always  a  tiuo-faced  girl!* 

*  Nobody  thought  I  had  twt)  &ees, 

<  when  I  gave  up  all  into  mv  father*s 

<  management!  taking  froi^  hit  boon* 

*  ty,  aa  before,  all  my  little  pocket* 

<  money,  without  a  (killing  addution  to 

<  my  ftipend,  or  defiriag  it.' 

<  Yes,  cunning  creatuief-^And  that 
'  was  another  oijoxarfeicbes  .'—-For  did 

*  it  not  engage  my  fond  father  (as  n0 

*  doubt  you  thought  it  would)  to  tell 

*  you,  that,  (ince  you  had  done  fo  grate- 

<  ful  and  dutiful  a  thing,  he  would  keep 

*  entire,  for  your  ufe,  all  the  produce 

<  of  the  e(Ute  left  you,  and  be  but  your 
'  fteward  in  it{  and  that  you  (faould  be 

<  entitled  to  the  fame  allowances  as  be- 

*  fore>  Anotherof  your ^Mi^-M*^, Clary  I 

*  —So  that  all  your  extravagances  have 

*  been  fupported  gratis.' 

<  My  extravagances,  Bella!— -But  did 
'  ray  father  ever  give  me  any -thing  he 
'  did  not  ^ive  your 

'  Yes,  indeed;  I  got  more  by  that 

*  means,  than  I  (hould  have  had  the 

<  confeience  to  a(k.  But  I  have  ftill  the 
'  ffi-eaterparttodiew!  But  vout  What 

*  fiavejr0jito(hew!— Idare(ay,not£lt]r 

*  pieces  in  the  world!*     • 

*  Indeed  I  have  not!' 

<  I  believe  youl^Vour  mamma  Kor*  * 

*  ton.  I  fuppoib— 'But  mum  for  that  I  * 

*  Unworthy  Bella!— The  good  wo^^^ 

*  man,  although  low  in  circumftance*  is  j 

*  great  in  mind!  Much  greater  tlmi 
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**  llkoffr  who  would  impute  meanneft  to 

*  a  fool  incapable  of  it.' 

'  What  then  bare  you  done  with  the 

*  fu ms  given  you  from  infancy, to  fqu an- 
'  der? — Let  me  ^  you/  [affefling 
srchnels]  <  Has,  hat,  has  Lovelace,  hat 

*  your  rake,  put  it  out  at  intcreft  for 

*  you?' 

*  O  that  my  (ifter  would  not  make 

*  me  blufii  for  her!  It  is,  however,  out 
'  at  interefti— And  I  hope  it  will  bring 
'  me  iotereft  upon  intercft!  -—Better  than 
'  to  lie  ufelefs  in  my  cabinet.' 

She  onderftood  me,  (he  faid.  Were  I 
a  man,  be  (hould  fuppofe  I  was  aiming 
to  carry  the  county— 'Popularity!  A 
.crowd  to  follow  me  with  their  bleilings 
as  I  went  to  and  from  church,  and  no- 
Ikody  el  fe  to  be  regarded,  were  afree- 
able  things.  Houfe-top  proclanrationsl 
I  hiJ  not  my  Ugbt  undtr  a  hujbtl^  flie 
would  fay  t^atfor  roe.  But  was  it  not 
a  little  hard  upon  me,  to  be  £ept  from 
{)lazing  on  a  Sunday?— And  to  be  hin- 
dered mm  my  charitable  often tations? 

*  This,  indeed,  Bella,  is  cruel  xxljou^ 

*  who  have  fo  largely  contributed  to  my 
'  confinement.— But  go  OQ.  You'll  fa(p 

*  oat  of  breath  by-and-by.  I  cannot 
'  wiih  to  be  able  to  return  this  ufage.— 
'  P«pr  Bella  t*  And  I  believe  I  fmiled  a 
little  too  contemptuouAy  for  a  fitter  to 
afifter. 

«  None  of  your  laucy  contempts,' 
{rifing  in  her  voice*.]  *  none  of  your 

*  par  Belia'iy  -with  that  air  of  fuperi- 

*  ority  in  a  younger  fifter!' 

*  Well,  then,  rub  Bella!'  curtfeying-^ 

*  that  will  pleafe  you  better-— And  it 

*  if  due  likewii'e  to  the  hoards  you  boaft 
•of.' 

*  Look -ye,  CUry,*  holding  up  her 
hand,  •  if  you  arc  not  a  little  more  ab- 

*  jeQ  in  your  nueknefs^  a  little  more 
'  mean  in  your  bumUty,  and  tieat  me 

*  with  the  refpcft  due  to  an  elder  fifter— 

*  you  (hall  find — ' 

*  Not  that  you  will  treat  me  worfe 

*  than  you  'lave  danfy  Bella!— That 

*  cannot  be;  unlefs  you  were  to  let  fall 

*  your  uplifted  hand  upon  me — And 

*  that  would  lefs  become  you  to  dd,  than 

*  me  to  bear,* 

'  Good,  meek  creature— But  you 

*  wet«  upon  your  overtures  Juft  now!— 

*  I  ihall  furprize  every-body  by  tarry- 
'  mg  fo  long.  They  will  think  fome 
'  good  may  be  done  with  you — And 

*  fiipper  will  be  ready.* 

*  A  tor  Vrvttld  ftray  down  my  cheek<— 
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*  How  happy  have  I  been ,'  faid  I,  figh  • 

ing,  '  inthefupper-timeconverrations, 
'  with  all  my  dear  friends  in  my  eye 
'  round  their hofpitable  board!* 

I  met  only  with  infult  for  this— Bella 
has  not  zfielingheuu  The  higheft  jof 
in  this  life  /he  is  not  capable  of:  but 
then  (he  faves  herfelf  many  griefs,  bjr 
her  impenctrablenefs^Yct,  for  tea 
times  the  puin  that  fuch  a  fenfibillty  is 
attended  with,  would  Inotpart  withthe 
pleafure  it  brings  with  it. 

She  aiked  me,  upon  my  turning  from 
her,  If  (he  ihould  fay  any-thing^/ibi4i 
of  my  compliaaceif 

*  You  may  fay,  'J\idX  I  will  do  every- 

*  thing  they  would  Jiave  me  do,  if  th(^ 
'will  free  me  from  Mr.  Solmes*s  ad- 
«  drefs.' 

*  This  is  all  you  defjre  at  pre(entt 

*  creeper  on!  in^uatorr  [Whatw^rdt 
flie  has!]   «  But  will  not  t'other  map 

*  flame  out,  and  roar  moft  horribly,  up- 
'  on  the  fnatcbing  from  his  pawl  ^  prw 
«  he  thought  himfclf  fure  olV 

*  I  muft  let  you  talk  in  your  owH 

*  way,  or  we  (hall  never  come  to  a  point, 
^  I  (hall  not  matter  his  ro^riffg^yi/k  you 

*  call  it.  I  will  promife  him,  that,  if  I 

*  ever  marry  any  other  man ,  it  (hall  not 

*  be  till  be  IB  married.    And  if  he  be 

*  not  fatisfied  with  fvu:h  a  condefccn- 

*  fion,I(hallthinkhei}u^i&/:  and  I  will 
<  give  any  alTurances,  that  I  will  xieithsr 

*  correfpond  with  hj,m,  nor  fee.  him. 

*  Surely  this  will  do.' 
'  But  I  fuppofe  then  you  will  have 

*  no  obJe£bion  to  fee  and  converfe,  on  a 

*  pivil  foot,  with  Mr.  Solmes— as  your 

*  father's  friend,  or  fo?* 
'No!  I  muft  be  permitted  to  retire  te 

'  my  apartment  whenever  he  comes.  I 

*  would   no  more  converfe  with   the 

*  one,  than  correfpond  with  the  other. 

*  That  would  be  to  make  Mr.  Lovelace 

*  guilty  of  fome  rafhnefs,  on  a  belief^ 
'  that  I  broke  wi:h  him,  to  have  Mr* 
'  Solmes.* 

*  An^l  fo,  that  wicked  wretch  is  t© 
'  be  allowed  fuch  a  cpntroui  over  you, 

*  that  you  arc  not  to  be  civil  to  your 

*  fathei's  friends,  at  bis  own  houl'c,  for 

*  fear  of  incenfing  him! — When  this 
'  comes  to  be  rcprefented,  be  fj  good 

*  as  to  tell  me,  what  is  it  ypu  expe^k 
«  from  it?' 

' Every -tbing^  T  faid,  or  not bi/tg,  as  (he 
was  pleafcd'to.  reprerent  it. — *  Be  {9 

*  good  as  to  give  it  your  intereft,  Bella, 

*  and  fay,  further.  That  I  will  by  any 
S  *  means 
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<  meant  I  caiii  in  the  law  or  otherwife, 

*  make  over  to  my  father,  to  my  uncles, 

*  or  even  to  my  brother,  all  I  am  en - 

*  titled  to  by  my  grand father*s  will,  as 

*  a  Security  for  the  performance  of  my 

*  promifes.  And  as  I  ihall  have  no  rea- 

*  fon  to  expeft  any  favour  from  my  fa- 

*  ther,  if  1  break  them,  I  (hall  not  be 

*  v»orth  any-body's  having.  And  fur- 
'  ther  ft  ill,  unkindly  as  my  brother  has 
'  tifed  me,  I  will  go  down  to  Scotland 

*  privately,  ashis  houfekeepcr,  [I  now 

*  fee  I  may  be  fpared  here]  if  he  will 

*  promife  to  treat  me  no  worfe  than  he 

*  would  do  an  hired  one.— Or  I  will  go 

*  to  Florence,  to  my  coufin  Morden,  if 

*  his  ftay  in  Italy  will  admit  of  it.  In 
«  either  cafe,  it  mav  be  given  out,  that 

*  I  am  gone  to  tne  other;  or  to  the 
'  world's  end.  I  care  not  whither  it  it 
<  faid  I  am  gone,  or  do  eo.* 

<  Let  me  a(k  you,  child,  if  you  will 

*  give  your  pretty propofal  in  writing?' 

*  Yes,  with  all  my  heart.*  And  I 
Hepped  to  my  clofet,  and  wrote  to  the 
purpofe  I  have  mentioned;  and,  more- 
over, the  following  lines  to  my  brother. 


*  MT  OXAl  BaOTHSft, 

«  T  Hope  I  have  made  fuch  propofals 

•■■  *  to  ray  fifter,  as  will  be  accepted. 

'  I  am  fure  they  will,  if  you  pleafe  to 

*  give  them  your  fan£lion .  Let  me  beg 
«  of  you  for  God's  fake,  that  you  will. 

*  I  think  myfelf  very  unhappy  in  hav- 

*  ing  incurred  your  difplcafure.     No 

*  fitter  can  love  a  brother  better  than  I 

*  love  you.  Pray  do  not  put  the  worft, 

*  but  the  bcft  conftniAions  upon  my 
«  propofalsj  when  you  have  them  re- 

*  ported  to  you.     Indeed  I  mean  the 

*  Deft.   I  have  no  fubterfugcs,  no  arts, 

*  no  intentions,  but  to  keep  to  the  let- 

*  ter  of  them.  You  ftjall  yourfclf  draw 

*  up  every-thing  into  writing,  asftrong 

*  as  you  can  J  and  I  will  fign  itj  and 
'  what  the  Upw  will  not  do  to  enforce 
'  it,  my  refolution  and  my  nvill  fliall : 

*  fothat  I  (hall  be  worth  nobody's  ad- 

*  drefs,  that  has  not  my  papa's  con- 
'  feot;  nor  fliall  any  perfon,  nor  any 
'  coofideration,  induce  me  to  revoke  it. 

*  You  can  do  more  than  any-body 
'  to  reconcile  my  parents  and  uncles 

*  to  me.     Let  me  owe  this  defirable  fa- 

*  votir  to  your  brotherly  interpofition, 
'  and  you  will  for  ever  oblige 3'0«r  af" 

*  fitted  fijleff 

*  Cl,  H.\klowe/ 


And  how  do  vou  think  Bella  cm* 
ployed  herfclf  while  I  was  writing?— 
Why,  playing  gently  upon  my  harptf- 
chord:  and  bumming  to  it,  to  (hew  her 
unconcernednefs. 

When  I  approached  her  with  what  I 
had  written,  (he  arofc  with  an  air  of 
levity — *  Why,  love,  you  have  not  writ- 
«  ten  already!— You  have,  I  protcft!— 

*  O  what  a  ready  penwoman!— And 

*  may  I  read  it?' 

•  If  you  pleafe.  And  let  me  befeech 

*  you,  my  dear  Bella,  to  back  thefc  pro- 

*  pofals  with  your  pood  offices :  and,' 

f  folding  my  upliftedhands;  tears,  I  bc- 
ieve,  ftanding  in  my  eyes]  *  T  will  love 
«  you  as  never  fifter  loved  another.* 

*  Thou  ait  a  ftrange  creature,* 
faid  flie^  *  there  is  no  withftanding 
«  thee.' 

She  took  the  propofals  and  letter; 
and  having  read  them,  burft  into  an 
affeftcd  laugh:  *  How  wife- ones  may  be 
«  taken  in! — Then  you  did  not  know, 
'  that  I  was  jcfting  with  vou  all  this 

*  time! — And  fo  you  would  have  mc 

*  cany  down  this  pretty  piece  of  non- 

*  fenfe?' 

«  Don't  let  me  be  furprizcd  at  yoiir 

*  fecming  unfifterlinefs,  Bella.    I  hope 

*  it  is  but  fecming.  There  can  be  no  wit 
«  in  fuch  a  jeftine  as  this.' 

*  The  folly  of  the  creature! — How 

*  natural  is  it  for  people,  when  they 
'  *  fct  their  hearts  upon  any -thing,  lu 

<  think  every-body  muft  fee  with  their 

*  eyes!— Pray,  dear  child,  what  be- 

*  comes  of  your  father's  authority  here^ 

<  .^V/ho/oopJ  here,  the  parent,  or  the 
«  cbiUP — How  does  tbij  fquare  with 
«  the  engagements  aftualiy  agreed  up- 

*  on  between  your  father  and  Mr. 
»  Solnies>   What  fecurity,  that  your 

*  rake  will  not  follow  you  to  the  'world's 

*  end? — Ncverthclefs,  that  you  may 
«  not  think  that  I  ftand  in  the  way  of  a 

<  reconciliation  on  fuch  fine  terms  aft 

<  thefe,  I  will  be  your  me(renger  this 

*  on^c,  and  hear  what  my  papa  will  fav 
«  to  itj  although  beforehand  I  can  tefl 

*  you,  thefe  propofals  will  not  anfwer 

*  the  principal  end.' 

So  down  (he  went.  But,  it  feenas, 
my  aunt  Hervey  and  my  uncle  Harlowc 
were  not  gone  away:  and  as  they  have 
all  engaged  to  a(l  in  concert,  meftengcxf 
vrere  di (patched  to  my  uncle  and  aant 
to  dedre  them  to  be  there  to  breakfaft  in 
the  rnQmlng'. 
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ICOKDAT  NXGHT,   II  0*CLOCC. 

I  AM  afiraid  I  ihall  not  be  thought 
worth  y— 

Juft  as  I  began  not  to  fear  I  ihould 
be  thought  worthy  of  an  anfwer,  Betty 
rapped  at  tny  door,  and  fa  id,  If  I  were 
not  in  bed,  flie  bad  a  letter  for  me.  I 
bad  but  juft  done  writing  the  aboTe 
dialogue,  and  fiepped  to  the  door,  with 
the  pen  in  my  hand — '  Always  writings 
«  Mifs!'  raid  the  bold  wench :  <  it  is 
'  admirable  how  you  can  get  away  what 

*  you  write^-Butthe  fairies,  they  fay, 

•  are  always  at  hand  to  help  lovers.' — 
She  retired  in  Co  much  bafte,  that  had  I 
been  difpofcd,  I  could  not  take  the  no- 
tice of  this  infolence  which  it  defenred. 

I  inclcfe  my  brother^s  letter.  He 
was  refolTed  to  let  me  fee,  that  I  ihould 
hare  nothing  to  expe6l  from  his  kind- 
nefs.  But  luiely  he  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  carry  every  point.  The  af- 
iembling  of  my  friends  to-morrow  is  a 
gcod  fign:  and  I  will  hope  (bmething 
from  that,  and  from  propofals  fo  rea- 
iboable.  And  now  1  will  try  if  any 
repofe  will  fall  to  my  lot  for  the  remain* 
der  of  this  night. 


*  TO  MISS  CLARY  HARLOWE/ 
[lyCLOSED  IK  THK  ritCEDIKG.] 

*  Y^^^  propofals  will  be  confi- 

^    *  dered  by  your  father  and  mo- 
'  ther,  and  all  your  friends,  to-mor- 

*  row  morning,  \yhat  trouble  does 
'  your  ihameful  forwardnefs  give  ut 
'  all!  I  wonder  you  have  the  courage  to 

*  write  to  me,  upon  whom  you  are  fo 
'  continually  emptying  your  tvboiej}^ 

*  maU  quiver,  I  have  no  patience 
'  wi(h  you,  for  refle^ing  upon  me  as 
'  the  aggre/Tor  in  a  quarrel  which  owed 
'  it's  beginning  to  my  confideration 

*  for  ?w*. 

"  y  ou  Have  made  fuch  confeflions  in 

*  a  villain's  favour,  as  ought  to  caufe 

*  all  your  relations  td  renounce  you 

*  for  ever.  For  my  part,  I  will  not 
'  believe  any  woman  in  the  world,  whp 

*  promiies  again  ft  her  /3ri^ff'74;^^inclina- 

*  tion.     To  put  it  out  of  your  ponver 

*  to  ruin  yourfelf  is  the  only  way  left 

*  to  prevent  your  ruin.     I  did  not  in- 

*  tend  to  write;  but  your  too- kind  fifier 

*  has  prevailed  upon  me.     As  to  your 

*  going  into  Scotland,  that  day  of 
i  ^cc  is  over,--Nor  would  I  aavife. 
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'  that  you  fbould  %oiti  grandfather' up 

*  your  couiin  Morden.  Befides,  that 
'  worthy  gentleman  might  be  involved 

*  in  fonie  fatal  difpute,  upon  your  ac« 
'  count}  find  then  be  called  the  ag^ 

<  A  fine  fituation  you  have  brought 

*  yourfelf  to,  to  propofe  to  hide  your- 

*  feif  from  your  rake,  and  t«  bavt 
'  falflioods  tcld,  to  conceal  youl-« 
'  Vour  confinement,   at  this  rate,   it 

*  the  bappieft  thing  that  could  befai 
'  you.      Your  bravo's  behaviour  at 

*  .church,   looking  out  for  you,  is  a 

*  Tuflficicnt  indication  of  his  power  over 

*  you,  had  you  noi  fo  Ihamelefsly  ac« 

*  knowledged  it. 

•  One  word  for  all— Vour  parents 

*  and  uncles  may  do  as  they  wUl:  but 
'  if,  for  the  honour  of  the  family,  I 

*  cannot  carry  this  point,  I  will  retire 
'  to  Scotland,  and  never  Ut  the  face  of 
<  any  one  of  it  more. 

*  Ja.  Harlow£/ 

There's  a  brother  I— There's  flaming 
duty  to  a  fcther,  and  mother,  and  un- 
clesi^-Bu the  fees  htmfelf  valued,  and 
made  of  confequence;  and  he  gives 
himCelf  airs  accordingly!— .Ncverthc* 
lefs,  as  I  faid  above.  I  will  hope  better 
thin?^  from  thofe  who  have  not  the  in- 
tercit  my  brother  has  to  keep  open  thef$ 
unhappy  differences. 


LETTER    XLIir. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

TVZSDAY,  MARCH  2I, 

WOULD  you  not  have  thought, 
mydearMils  Hcwc,  as  well  as 
I,  that  mypropolal  mull  have  been  ac- 
cepted: ana  that  my  brother,  by  the 
laft  article  of  his  unbrotheily  letter, 
(where  he  threatens  to  go  to  Scotland  if 
it  ftiould  be  hearkened  to)  was  of  opi« 
nion  that  ifwouid? 

For  my  part,  after  T  had  read  the  un- 
kind letter  over  and  over,  I  concluded, 
upon  the  whole,  that  a  reconciliation 
upon  terms  fo  difadyantagecus  to  my- 
felf,  as  hardly  any  other  pfrfon  in  my 
cafe,  I  dare  fay,  would  have  propofed, 
muft  be  the  refult  of  this  morning's 
conference.  And  in  that  belief  1  had 
begun  to  give  myfelf  new  trouble  in 
S  %  thinking 
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fhinidnff  (this  difficulty  over)  how.  I 
iiould  Be  able  to  pacify  Lovelace  on 
that  part  of  my  engagptnent*  by  which 
I  undertook  to  break  off  all  correfpon- 
dtnce  with  him,  unlefs  my  frienda 
fhould  be  brought  by  the  interpofition 
of  his  powerfurfriends,  and  auy  offers 
thty  might  make»  (which  it  was  rather 
bis  part  to  fuggeft,  than  mine  to  inti- 
mate) to  change  their  minds. 

Thus  was  I  employed,  not  very 
^meably,  you  ma^  believe,  becaule 
cfthe  vehemence  of  the  tempers  I  had 
to  confli^l  with;  when  breakfaiting- 
time  approached,  and  my  judges  be- 
gan to  arrive. 

And  oh!  how  my  heart  fluttered  on 
bearing  the  chariot  of  the  one,  and 
then  of  the  other,  rattle  through  the 
eourt-yard,  and  the  hoi  low -founding 
fdotftep  giving  notice  of  each  perTon's 
ftepping  out,  to  take  his  place  on  the 
awfol  bench  which  my  fancy  had  form- 
ed for  them  and  my  other  judges  I 

« Thst,'  thought  I,  *  is  my  aunt  Her- 
'  vey^i!  That  my  uncle  Harlowe's!  Now 

*  comet  my  uncle  Antony  T  And  my 
imagination  .made  a  fourth  chariot  for 
the  odious  Solmes,  although  it  hap^ 
pened  that  he  was  not  there. 

*  And  now,*  thought  I,  *  are  they 

<  all  aflfembledt  and  now  my  brother 

*  calls  upon  my  iiAer  to  make  ber  re- 
'  portl  Now  tba hard-hearted  Bella  in- 

<  terlards  her  fpeech  with  inve£lives| 
^  Now  has  (he  concluded  her  report! 

*  Now  they  debate  upon  it  I— Now  does 

<  my  brother  flame!  Now  threaten  to 
^  go  to  Scotland!  Now  is  he  chidden, 
f  and  now  foothed!* 

And  then  I  ran  through  the  whole 
conference  in  my  imagination,  forming 
rpeeches  for  this  person  and  that,  pro 
and  ron.  till  all  concluded,  as  I  flattered 
myfclf,  in  an  acceptance  of  my  condi- 
tions, and  in  giving  dire£lions  to  have 
an  inftrument  drawn  to  tie  me  up  to  my 
good  behaviour:  while  I  Aippofed  ail 
agreed  to  give  Solmes  a  wife  every  way 
more  worthy  of  him,  and  with  ber  the 
|)romifc  of  my  grandfather's  eftate,  in 
cafe  of  my  forfeiture,  or  dying  unmar- 
ried, on  the  righteous  condition  he  pro - 
pofes  to  entitle  himfelf  to  it  with  me. 

*  And  now,'  thought  I^  <  am  I  to  be 

*  ordered  down  to  recognize  my  own 
'  propofals.     And  how  fliall  1  look 

*  upon  my  awful  judges?  How  fliall  I 
^  ftand  the  queftions  of  fomej  the  fct 


*  furlinefs  of  others,   the  retomiaji 

*  love  of  one  or  two?  How  greatly  (haQ 
'  I  be  affeaedr 

•  Then  I  wept.  Then  I  dried  mf 
eyes:  then  I  pra£lifed  at  my  elafs  for  a 
look  more  chearful  than  my Tieart. 

*  And  now'  [as  any-thing  ftirrectT 
'  is  my  lifter  coming  to  declare  the  if-^ 
'  fueof  all!*  Tears  gufliing again,  my 
heart  fluttering  as  a  bird  againfl:  it*s 
wires}  drying  my  eyes  again  and  agaia 
to  no  purpofe. 

And  thus,  my  Nancy,  [Excufe  the 
fanciful  prolixity]  was  I  employed^ 
and  fuch  were  my  thoughts  and  tmagio 
nations,  when  I  found  a  very  different 
reiiult  from  the  hopeful  conference. 

For  about  ten  o'clock  up  came  my 
fifter,  with  an  air  of  cruel  triumph, 
waving  her  hand  with  a  light  flourilh. 

*  Obedience  without  referve  is  re- 
'  quired  of  you.  Clary.     My  papa  is 

*  juflly  incenfed,  that  vou  (houldprr-- 

*  fume  to  difpute  his  will,  and  to  make 
'  conditions  with  him.  Heknowswhat 
'  is  beft  for  you ;  and  as  you  own  mat* 
'  ters  are  gone  a  mat  way  between 

*  this  hated  Lovelace  and  you,  they 

*  will  believe  nothing  you  fay;  except 

<  you  will  give  the  one  oMif  inftance, 

*  that  will  put  them  out  of  doub^  of 

*  the  fincerity  of  your  promifes. ' 

*  What,  child,  are  you  furprizedN-^ 

*  Cannot  you  fpeak?^Then,  it  (eema, 

*  you  had  «zpe£M  a  diilerent  ifliie, 

*  had  you?— Strange  that  you. could  ! 

*  —With  all  your  ackaowledgmeotf 
'  and  confeflxons,  ip  creditable  to  youf 

<  noted  prudence!* 

I  was  indeed  fpeechlefs  for  ibm^ 
time:  my  eyes  were  even  fixed,  an4- 
ceafed  to  flow.  But  upon  the  ban)* 
hearted  BelU^s  proceeding  with  hei; 
airs  of  infult,  *  Indeed  I  *waf  mif* 
«  taken,'  faid  I;  *  indeed  I  was!— For 

*  in  you,  Bella,  I  expefied,  I  hope4 
«  for,  a  fitter.* 

<  Whatl'  interrupted  flie,  *  with  M 

*  your  mannerly  flings,  and  your  de* 
'  ipifing  airs,  did  you  expert,  that  { 

*  was  capable  of  tellinz  ftories  for  yoii> 
'  —Did  you  think,  that  when  I  wa% 

*  aflced  my  own  opinion  of  the  flnce^ 
'  rity  of  your  declarations,    I  could 

*  not  tell  them,  boiu  far  matters  bad 

*  gone  bettveen  you  and  your  fellofiuf"^ 

*  When  the  intention  is  to  bend  that 

*  flubborn  will  of  yours  to  your  duty, 

*  ^0  you  think  1  would  deceive  them  f 

*  — D^ 
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I  -^p9  xpi  tbiiik  X  woald  tncaanfe 
'  theiD  to  eMyotk  down,  to  contradift 

*  all  that  I  ihould  have  invnUed  in 
«  w«r  favour  ?' 

<  Wen,  well,  Bella;  I  am  the  left 
'  obliflcd  to  Tou  i  thatU  all.  I  was 
(  wUlmg  to  thinlL,  that  I  had  ftill  a 
'  brother  ind  fitter.  But  I  find  I  am 
'  niftaken/ 

«  fretty  impfa-^td  fwlV^^^tnn  her 
eipcefljon. — *  And  was  it  willing  to 

<  think  it  had  fiill  a  brotbir  uA  Jifterf 
'  And  why  don't  you  gp  on,  Clary  ?' 
{mocking  my  half-weepine  accent]  •  I 

*  thoughc  too  I  had  a  jathir,  and  mo- 

*  thir,  Mvo  uncUs,  and  an  4umtt  but  t 

*  am  mif^taken^   tbat*s  oi^— Come, 

*  Gary,  fay  this,  and  it  will  in  part  be 

<  tnie,  becaufe  yoa  have  thrown  off 

*  their  antbori^,  and  becaufe  you  re- 

*  fyfSi  one  vile  wretch  more  than  them 
•aL.' 

«  How  have  I  deferved  thia  at  your 

*  hands,  Cfter?— But  I  will  only  (ay,  X 

*  pity  you.' 

'  And  with  that  difdainful  air  too, 

*  Clary! — None  of  that  bridled  neck! 
'  None  of  your  fcomful  pity,  girl! — I 

*  beicech  yoo!' 

<  This  fort  of  behaviour  is  natural 

*  to  you,  furcly,  Bella!— What  nrw 
I  <  talenu  docs  it  difcovertn  youl — But 

■  proceed — If  it  be  a  pleafure  to  you, 
j  «  proceed,  Bella.  '  And  fmce  I  muft 
«  not  pity  y9«,  I  will  pity  ntffelfx  £or 
'  nobody  elfe  will.* 
•  Becaufe  you  don't — *  faid  Ihe. 

*  Huih,  BcUa,'   interrupting  her; 

'  •  Becaufe  I  don't  defirve  it — I  know 
'  yon  were  going  to   fay  fo.     I  will 

*  fay  as  you  fay  in  every- thingj  and 

*  ifcot's  the  way  topleafe  you.' 

'  Then  fay,  Lovelace  is  a  villain.* 
'  Sol  will,  when  I  think  him  fo.* 
'  Then  you  don't  think  him  fo  ?' 
I      ■  Indeed  I  don't.     Tou  did  not  al- 

*  ways,  Bella/ 

I     *  And  what,  Clary^  mean  you  by 
I  *  that?'  [briftling  up  to  me]— Tell  mc 
'  '  what  you  mean  by  that  jrefle£lion  V 
I      '  Tell  me,  why  you  call  it  a  rcflec* 
« tioB?— What  did  I  fay?' 

«  Thou  art  a  provoking  creature— 
'  But  what  fay  you  to  two  or  three 
'  duels  of  that  wittch's?' 
I  I  can*t  tell  what  iro  fay,  nnlefs  I 

*  knew  the  occafions.* 

*  Do  you  juftify  duelling  at  all?* 

*  1  do  not;  neither  can  I  help  his 

*  dudlirg,' 
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*  Will  you  go  dovm,  and  humble 
'  that  ftubborn  fpirit  of  yours  to  youc 

*  mamma?' 

J  (aid  nothing. 

*  Shall  I  condtift  your  1adyfhi|| 
'  down?'  [ofFciing  totakemy  decline4 
hand.] 

*  What!  notvouchfafetoanrwermc?* 
I  turned  from  her  in  filence. 

■  What  I  turn  your  back  upon  me 

*  too! — Shall  I  bring  up  your  mamma 

*  to  you,  love?'  ffollowine  me,  3ji4 
taking  my  ftniggJing  hand]  •  Whatl 
«  not  fpeak  yet  ?  Come,  my  fullen, 
'  filent  dear,  fpeak  one  word  to  me-- 
«  You  muft  fay  ttvo  very  foon  to  Mrl 

*  Solmes,  lean  tell  you  that.' 

*  Then'  [gufhinix  out  into  tears, 
which  I  could  not  hold  in  longer]  *  they 

*  (hall  be  the  laft  words  I  will  evcf 

*  fpeak.' 

*  Well,  well,'  rinrultingly  wininr 
my  averted  face  wjtn  her  handkerchief^ 
while  ha-  other  hand  held  mine  in  a  rij 
dicoling  tone]  «  I  am  glad  any -thing 

*  will  make  thee  fpenk:  then  you  tbin^ 
<  you  may  be  brought  to  fpeak  the/i-uf 
'  words— Only  they  arc  to  be  the  laftj 

*  —How  like  a  gentle  h*i'yer  from  it'f 

*  tender  bleeding  heart  wait  that]' 
«  Ridiculous  Bella!' 

*  Saucy  Clary!'  [changing her  fneer- 
ing  tone  to  an  imperious  one]  ■  Bu( 

*  do  you  think  you  can  humble  your^ 
«  felf  to  go  down  to  your  mamma?'    , 

<  I  am  tired  with  fuch  ftuflT  as  this. 

*  Tell  me,  Bella,  if  my  mamma  wi!| 
«  condefcend  to  fee  me?* 

*  Yes,  if  you  can  be  dutiful  at  laft.J 

*  lean.     I  wlJi.' 

*  But  what  call  you  dutiful  ?* 

*  To  give  up  my  own  indittatioHf"^ 
That  s  fomcthing  more  for  you  t9 
tell  of— in  obedigf^cc  to  my  parentf 
commands;  and  to  beg  I  may  not  be 
made  miferable  with  a  man  that  is  fitr 
tcr  for  any 'body  than  for  me.' 

*  For  JM£,  do  you  mean.  Clary?*    , 

*  Why  not?  fince  you  have  put  the 
queflion.  YoU  have  a  better  opinioi) 
of  him  than  I  have.  My  friends,  t 
hope,  would  not  think  him  too  good 
for  me,  and  not  good  enough  for you^ 
But  cannot  you  tell  me,  Bella,  what 
is  to  become  of  me,  without  infult« 
ing  over  me  thus? — If  I  muft  be  thuf 
treated,  remember,  that  if  I  ani 
guilty  of  any  raftinefs,  the  ufage  I 
meet  with  will  juftify  it.* 

*  So,  Clary,  you  are  contrivrng  ai| 
''      '  «  excufei 


«  ejccvfe^  I  find,  for  fomewhat  that  we 
^  have  not  doubted  has  been  in  your 
'  head  a  great  while.* 

*  1/  k  wer^  fo,  yon  Teem  refolvcd, 

•  for  your  pait,  and  fo  does  my  bro* 

•  ther  for  his^  that  I  Ihall  not  want 

•  one. — ^But  indeed,  Bella,  I  can  bear 

•  no  longer  this  repetition  of  the  worft 

•  part  of  yefterday's  converfation :  I 

•  defirc  1  n»ay  throw  myfelf  at  my  fa* 

•  ther's  and  mother's  feet,   and  hear 

•  from  tjicm  what  their  fcntence  is.     I 

•  fhall  at  leaft  avoid,  by  that  means, 
«  the  uijfiilerly  ipfuUs  I  meet  with  fronj 

•  you.' 

'  Hey-day!  What,  is  this  you?  I^ 

•  it  you,  my  meek  fifter  Clary?' 

*  Yes,  It  is  I,   Btllai    and   I  will 

•  claim  the  proie6lion  due  to  a  child  of 

•  the  family,  or  to  know  why  I  am  to 

•  he  thus  treated,  when  I  offer  only  to 

•  prefcrvc  to  myrdf  the  liberty  of  re- 

•  fufaly  which  belongs  to  my  fex,  and, 

•  to  plcafc  my  parents,  would  give  up 

•  my  cho'tct.  I  have  contented  rayfclf 
»  till  now  to  takey><^oW-A^w^^mefl^en- 
«  gers,  ^vA  firfi'hand\^{x\x.%'.  you  are 

•  but  my  fifter }  my  brother  is  not  my 

•  fovereign.  And  while  I  have  a  fa- 
'  ther  and  mother  living,  I  will  not 

•  bt  thua  treated  by  a  brother  and  fif^ 

•  ter,  and  their  fervants,  all  fetting 
'  upon  roe,  as  it  fhould  feem,  to  make 

•  me  defperate,  and  to  do  a  ra(h  thing. 

<  .^I  vvill  know,  in  (hort,  fifter  Bella*, 
f  'VDhy  I  am  to  be  con  drained  thus?— > 

•  What  is  intended  by  it?— And  whe- 

<  ther  1  am  to  be  confidered  as  a  child 

•  or  9l  flame?* 

Sh&ftood  aghaft  all  this  time,  partly 
isvith  real,  partly  with  affe6led  furprize. 

*  And  is  ityou?  Is  it  Indeed  you?— 
«  Well,  Clary,    you  amaze  me!    BuJ 

•  fince  you  are  fb  defirous  to  refer 
'  yourfelf  to  your  father  and  mother, 

<  I  will  go  down,  and  tell  them  what 

•  yxju  fay.     Your  friends  are  not  yet 

•  gone,   I  believe:  they  ihall  aflemble 

•  again;  and  then  you  may  comedown, 

•  and  plead  your  own  caufe  in  perfon.' 

*  Let  me  then.     But  let  my  brother 

•  znAjfOu  be  abfent.    You  have  made 

•  yourfelves  too  much  parties  againft 
«  me,  to  fit  as  my  Judges.     And  Idc- 

•  fire  to  have  none  of  yours  or  his  in- 

•  terpofitions.     T  am  Aire  you  coul4 

•  not  have  reprefented  what  I  propofed 

•  fairly:  I  am y«r^  you  could  not.  Nor 
'  is  it  poffible  you  fiiould  be  commif- 
ijianedio  treat  mc  thus,' 
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•  Well,  wctl,  ril  call  up  my  hrMW 

*  to  you. — I  will   indeed.— H^  ^^ 

*  juftify  himfelf,  as  well  as  me/ 

*■  I  defire  not  to  fee  my  brother,  tx* 

*  ccpt  he  will  corner/  a  brother,  laying 
<  afide  the  authority  he  has  unjuftly  af* 

*  fumed  over  me.' 

•  And  ib,  Clary,  it  is  notbiog  ta 

*  him,  or  to  me,  is  it,  that  our  fifter 

*  ftiall  diigrace  her  whole  family?' 

•  As  how,  Bella>  diferace  it?— The 

*  man  v/hom  you  thus  freely  treat,  it 
^  a  man  of  birth  and  fortune:  he  is  a 
'  man  of  parts,   and  nobly  allied.— 

*  He  was  once  thought  worthy  of  youj 
'  and  I  wifii  to  Heaven  you  had  hvl 
'  him.  I  am  fure  it  was  not  my  fault 
^  you  had  not,  although  you  treat  mc 
«  thus'.' 

This  fet  her  into  a  flamf :  I  wifli  I 
had  forhorn  it.  O  how  the  poor  Bella 
raved  I  I  thought  fiie  woiild  have  heat 
me  once  or  twice;  and  flie  vowed,  bet 
fingers  itched  to  do  fo — But  I  was  not 
worth  her  anger.     Yet  file  flamed  qq. 

We  were  beard  to  be  high. — And 
Betty  came  up  from  my  mother  to  com- 
mand  my  fifter  to  attend  her. — She  wenl 
down  accordingly,  threatening  me  witi 
letting  every-one  know  what  a  violem 
creature  I  had  (hewn  myfelf  to  be, 

TUESDAY  NOOK,   MABCR  lit 

I  HAVE  as  yet  heard  no  more  of  nj 
filler:  and  have  not  courage  enough u 
infill  upon  throwing  myfelf  at  the  feel 
of  my  father  and  mother,  as  I  though 
in  my  heat  of  temper  I  fliould  be  abl 
to  do.  And  I  am  now  grown  as  caIn 
as  everj  and  were  Bella  to  come  m\ 
again,  as  fit  to  he  played  upon  aa  be 
fare, 

I  am  indeed  forry  that  I  ient  her  fron 
me  in  fuch  diforder.  But  my  papa' 
letter  threatening  me  with  my  unci 
Antony's  houfe  and  chapel,  terrifie 
me  ftrangely;  and  by  their  filence  I  an 
afraid  fome  new  ftorm  is  gathering. 

But  what  (liall  I  do  with  this  f  ovc 
lace?  r  have  juft  now,  by  the  unfu 
fpcftcd  hole  in  the  wall,  (that  ltoUj9i 
of  in  my  letter  by  Hannak)  got  a  leite 
from  him— So  uneafy  is  he  for  fear 
fhould  be  prevailed  upon  in  Solmes' 
favour;  fo  full  of  menaces,  if  I  ^na 
fo  refenting  the  ufage  I  receive;  [foi 
how  I  cannot  tell  j  but  he  has  undou^t 
cdly  intelligence  of  all  that  is  done  i 
the  fiimilv]  fuch  proteftations  of  ^n 
violable  niiih  and  honour^  fuch  vow 

c 


CLARISSA   HARLOWE. 


H« 


tf  cdonBauon.;  foch  Pfeilin^  argu* 
ments  to  eibape  from  this  difgraccful 
csafioement — O  my  Nancy,  what  Ihall 
i  do  with  this  LoTclace? 


LETTER    XLIV. 

XIS5  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
UOWlt. 

VIDHVSDAT  MOKNXKC,   9  0*CLOCK. 

MY  auntHcrveylayhcrclaftnight, 
and  is  but  juft  gone  from  me. 
She  came  op  to  me  with  my  filler.  They 
would  not  troft  my  aant  without  this 
i!Unatured  witnefs.  When  (he  enter- 
ed my  chamber,  I  told  her,  That  this 
vifit  was  a  high  favour  to  a  poorpri- 
foatr,  ia  her  hard  confinement.  I 
kifed  her  hand.  She,  kindly  raliuing 
me,  faid,  «  Why  this  diftance  to  your 
*  aunt,  my  dear,  who  loves  you  fo 
«  well?' 
She  owned.  That  (he  came  to  expof- 
i  tQlate  with  me,  for  the  peace-fake  of  the 
I  family:  for  that  ihe  could  not  believe  it 
*  poffible,  if  I  did  not  conceive  myfelf 
uakiodly  treated,  that  I,  who  had  ever 
•icwn  fuch  a  fweetnefs  of  temper,  as 
well  as  oianncrs,  (hould  be  thus  refo- 
lute,  in  a  point  fo  'very  near  to  ray  fa- 
fber,  and  all  my  friends.  My  mother 
and  flie  were  both  willing  to  impute 
my  refolution  to  the  manner  I  had  been 
begun  with;  and  to  my  fuppoiing  that 
my  brother  had  orizinally  more  of  a 
hand  io  the  propofals  made  by  Mr. 
ScJmes,  than  my  father  or  other  friends, 
Io  diort,  fain  would  my  aunt  have  furl 
oiibcd  me  with  an  excufe  to  come  off 
mv  oppoHtion^  Bella  all  the  while  hum- 
Hung  a  tune,  and  opening  this  book 
and  that,  without  meanings  but  fay- 
ing nothing. 

After  having  ibewed  me,  that  my  op- 
pension  could  not  be  of  (ignification, 
my  father's  honour  being  engaged,  my 
tQDt  concluded  with  enforcing  upon 
me  my  duty,  in  ftronger  terms  than  I 
helieva  (he  would  have  done,  (the  cir- 
comftances  of  the  cafe  confidered)  had 
not  my  fitter  been  prcfent.  , 

It  would  but  be  repeating  what  I 
fcave  id  ofien  mentioned,  to  give  you 
the  azKumeots  that  paflfed  on  both  (ides. 
— ^  I  will  only  recite  what  (he  was 
fkaltd  to  lay,  that  earned  with  it  a 
»ew  lace. 

When  flic  found  me  inflexible,  as  flic 
^1  pleafedtv  call  it,  flie  (aid,  For  her 


part,  flie  could  not  but  fay,  that  if  | 

were  not  to  have  either  Mr.  Solmes  or 
Mr.  Lovelace,  and  yet,  to  make  mj 
friends  eafv,  mufi  marry,  tut  fliould  aoC 
thjnkami(8ofMr.Wyerley.  Whaidi4 
I  thinkofMr.Wyerley? 
'  Aye,  Clary/  put  in  my  fifter^  *  what 

*  fey  you  to  Mr.  Wyerley?' 

I  law  through  this  immediately.  It 
was  faid  on  purpofe,  I  doubted  not,  %m 
have  an  argument  againft  me  of  abfolal* 
prepoireillon  in  Mr.  Lovelace's  favour i 
fince  Mr,  Wycrlcy  every-whcre  avows 
his  value,  even  to  veneration,  for  roe| 
and  is  far  lefs  exceptionable,  both  la 
perfon  and  mind,  than  Mr.  Solmest 
and  I  was  willing  to  turn  the  tabJes^ 
by  trying  how  far  Mr.  Solmes's  teims 
might  bed iipen fed  with;  fince thefamc 
terms  could  not  be  expe^ed  from  Mr. 
Wyerley. 

I  therefore  defired  to  know,  whe- 
ther my  unfwcr,  if  it  fliould  be  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Wyerley,  would  releafe 
me  from  Mr,  Solmes?— For  I  owned, 
that  I  had  not  the  averfion  to  him^  that 
I  had  to  the  other. 

Nay,  (he  had  no  com  mi  (lion  to  pro- 
pofe  fuch  a  thing.  She  only  knew,  that 
my  father  and  mother  would  not  be  eaJ'j 
till  Mr.  Lovelace's  hopes  were  entirely 
defeated. 

*  Cunning  creature  V  faid  my  After* 
And  this,   a-iid  her  joining  in  the 

queftion  before,  convinced  me,  that  i^ 
was  a  defigned  fnare  for  me. 

*  Don't  vou,  dear  Madam,'  faid  I^ 
'  pot  queltions  that  can  aniwer  nu  end, 
'  out  to  fupport  my  brother's  fcheincs 

*  againft  roe.— -But  are  there  any  hopes 

*  of.  an  end  to  my  fufFerings  and  dif- 
'  grace,  without  having  this  hated  maa 
'  impofed  upon  me  ?  Will  not  what  I 

*  have  offered  be  accepted  ?  I  am  fure 

*  it  ought — I  will  venture  to  fay  that.^ 

*  Why,  niece,  if  there  be  tiot  any 

*  fuch  hopes,  I  prefume  you  don't  think 

*  yourfcli*  nblolved  from  the  duly  due 

*  from  a  child  to  her  parents?' 

*  Ves,'  faid  my  lifter,  *  I  do  not 
'  doubt  but  it  is  Mifs  Clary's  aim,  it 

*  (he  does  not  fly  to  her  Lovelace,  t<> 

*  get  her  eftate  into  her  own  handS| 

*  and  go  to  live  at  ^'he  Grove^  in  that 

*  independence  upon  which  (he  builds 

*  allberpcrverrenefs.    And,  dear hearr\ 

*  my  little  love,  How  will  you  thca 
'  blaze  away  I  Your  mamm^  NortonJ 

*  your  Oracle^  with  your  poor  at  your 

*  gates,  mingling  io  proudly  and-  (<J 
'  meanly  with  the  ragged  herd!  Reflefti 
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ing,  by  your  oftentatlon,  upon  all 
the  ladies  in  the  county,  who  do  not 
as  you  do.  This  is  known  to  be  your 
fcheme!  And  ihepooinvitbout'doon^ 
and  Lovelace  ivithin,  with  one  hand 
building  up  a  name,  pulling  it  dowii 
with  the  other  !—0  what  a  charming 
fcbenoe  is  this !— But  let  me  tell  you» 
m^  pretty  little  flighty  one,  that  your 
father^s  ii<vuig  will  ihall  controul 
your  gnindfather*8  dead  one;  and 
that  eftate  will  be  difpofed  of  as  your 
fond  grandfather  would  have  difpofed 
of  it,  bad  he  lived  to  fee  fuch  a  change 
in  his  favourite.  In  a  word,  Mifs,  it 
will  be  kept  out  of  your  hands,  till  my 
father  fees  you  difcreetenoueh  to  have 
the  management  of  it,  or  till  youcan 
dutifuUjy  by  law,  tear  it  from  him.' 

*  FiCjMifsHarlowe!'  faid  my  aunt: 
this  is  not  pretty  to  your  filler.^ 

*  O  Madam,  let  her  go  on.  This 
is  nothing  to  what  I  have  borne  from 
Mifs  Harlowe.  She  is  either  com- 
miflioned  to  treat  me  ill  by  her  enty^ 
or  by  an  bigber  authority,  to  which 
I  muft  fubmit.— As  to  revoking  the 
eftate,  what  hinders,  if  I  pleafed  } 
I  know  my  power;  but  have  not  the 
leaft  thought  of  exerting  it.  Be 
pleafed  to  let  my  father  know,  that^ 
whatever  be  the  confequence  to  my- 
felf,  were  he  to  turn  me  out  of  doors, 
(which  I  (ho u Id  rather  he  would  do, 
than  to  be  confined  and  infuhed  as  I 
am)  and  were  I  to  be  reduced  to  indi- 
gence and  want,  I  would  feek  no  re- 
lief that  Ihould  be  contrary  to  his 
will.' 

*  For  that  matter,  child,'  faid  my 
unt,  *  were  you  to  marry,  you  muft 

do  as  your  hujband  will  have  you. 
If  that  huiband  be  Mr.  Lovelace,  he 
will  be  glad  of  any  opportunity  of 
fartherembroilingthcfamilics.  And, 
let  me  tell  you,  niece,  if  he  had  the 
refpefl  for  you  which  he  pretends  to 
have,  he  would  not  throw  out  de- 
fiances as  he  does.  He  is  known  to 
be  a  very  revengeful  man;  and  were 
lyou,  Mifs  Clary,  I  fhould  be  afraid 
he  would  wreak  upon  me  that  ven* 
geance,  though  I  nad  not  offended 
nim,  which  he  is  continually  threat- 
ening to  pour  upon  the  family.' 

*  Mr.  Lovelace's  threatened  ven- 
geance h in  returniov threatened  ven- 
geance. It  is  not  everybody  will 
bear  in fu It,  as,  of  latCi  I  have  been 

<  forced  to  bear  it.* 


O  how  my  (ifter'^  face  ifcone  wit 
paiCont 

*  But  Mr.  Lovelace,*'  proceeded  ] 
as  I  have  faid  twenty  and  twent; 
times,  would  be  quite  out  of  thequei 
tion  with  me,  were  I  to  be  geoeroufl; 
treated  \* 

My  fifter  faid  fomething  with  grea 
ehemence:  but  only  raifing  my  voice 
:o  be  heard,  without  minding  her 
Pray,  Madam,'  (provokingly  inter 
ogated  I)  '  was  he  not  known  to  hav< 
been  as  wild  a  man,  when  he  waa  « 
firjl  inti-oduced  into  our  family,  a 
he  n^iv  is  faid  to  be  }  Yet  tbm^  tb 
common  phrafes  of  'wUd  oats,  ao< 
black  oxiHf  and  fuch-like,  were  qua 
lifiers;  and  marriage,  and  the  wife' 
difcretion,  were  to  perform  wonder 
—But,'  (turning  to  my  fifter)  * . 
find  I  have  faid  too  much.' 
'  O  thou  wicked  refle£Ver !— An< 
what  made  ot^  abhor  him,  think  you 
but  the  proof  of  thofeviUainous  free* 
doms  that  ought  to  have  hakl  the  fam^ 
effeft  upon  you,  were  yob  but  ball 
fo  good^a  creature  as  you  pretend  tc 
be?' 

«  Proofs  did  you  fay,  Belial  I  thougb< 
that  you  had  not  prwff — ^But  jm 
kno^w  befi,^ 
Was  not  this  very  fpitefiil,  my  dear: 

*  Now,  Clary,'  faid  fhe,  «  would  1 
give  a  thoufand  pounds  to  know  aO 
that  is  in  thy  littie  rancorous  and  re 
fle6^in^  heart,  at  this  moment.' 

*  I  might  let  you  know  for  a  oiucl 
lefs  fum,  and  not  be  afraid  of  beiiij 
worfe  treated  than  I  have  been.' 

*  Well,  young  ladies,  I  am  ibrry  te 
fee  pafFion  run  io  high  between  you. 
—You  know,  niece,'  (to  me)  *  yog 
had  hot  been  confined  thus  to  youi 
apartment,  could  your  mother  by  con- 
defcenfion,  or  your  father  by  autho- 
rity, have  been  able  to  move  yott« 
But  how  can  yon  expe6^,  when  there 
muft  be  ajconcefiion  on  one  fide,  thai 
it  fhould  be  on  theirs?  If  my  Dolly, 
who  has  not  the  hundredth  part  ot 
of  your  underfbindiDg,  were  thus  to 
fet  herfelf  up  in  abiblute  contia* 
di^ion  to  my  will,  in  a  point yo  ma» 
terial,  I  fhould  not  take  it  well  of  hcf 
—Indeed  I  fhould  not.' 

'^  I  believe  not,  Madam:  and  if  Miff 
Hervev  had  juft  fuch  abrother^  and 
juft  fuch  a  ilfter,  [you  wut^  look* 
Bella!]  and  if  both  were  to  aggra- 
vate her  parents^  at  my  briber  an^ 
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'  fillferdo  mitte— Then.  pcHnpA,  yoi 

*  iing4t-ofeti«rts  I  smoftd;  and  if 

*  flw  hated  the  man  you  piopofeJ  td 

*  tteri  riad  ^Hi>i^  nmA  itafon  a«  I'do 

*  Mr.  Mifi«s— * 

*  And  ioved  a  raka  and  libtrtine, 

*  Mi&,  nt  yoia  do  Loiftlac^*  IkidnV 
iier. 

<  Then  inight  flic*  Ec^ntm«^  It 
nat-ttiadiagher]  *  beg  t»be  excnfrd 
'  from  obeying.   Butyetiflhedtd',  and 

*  W01A&  prt  ymi  the  m4ft  feienm  if. 

*  lamicca,   and  fecofity  hefidct,  thai 
■  Ae  never  %»o«kl  have  the  'man  yoii 

*  diftbediagainftyourconfeM-i-Idai^ 
^  %y  Mifo  Hervev^t  father  and  mo- 

*  Cher  tvoold*  lit  down  ^Ufied,  and 
<  not  endeavour  to  force  her  inciina- 


*  S»f*^[ratdmyfifter,  wtthuplif^d 
faandt^  ^father  aibd  mmb&  now  come 

*  kr  lor  their  fliavcr 

* 'lot  if,  child/  replied  my  aunt, 

*  I  kdtiHbt  h0ed  « take^  and  fofpea- 

*  ed  that  the  rooght  only  to  gain  ttnie» 
<  in«i^dil-to^re>draw  ino  imo  a  con* 


*  tlitg  pardon.  Madam »  for  in<«p. 
'  miniiig  yoif|  but  -if  M\h  H^nrey 

*  coold  ^b^\nj9ur  confenc,  what  far- 
«tfacr  would  ho  fto  be  raid  r 

*  Tw,  dhHd;  but  flie  neWr  fliotild/ 

*  Then,  Madam,  it  never  wicnild  b4/ 
«  That  f  doobi*  niaee/ 

*  If  you  dpy^Madam,  can  yoo  thi^k' 
'  coninatnant  -and-  iU>tf fart  14  the  way 
« tiapgisvt»tthea|lpithtmfed  raibnefa?** 

*  MjT  dear/  ihia  fort  of  intimation' 
*■  wouldmake  cpHo^ia  tod  apprehenfivn,' 
« that  diato  tamo  trufting  to  jitn^Mi^ 

*  when  one  knows  your  inclination . '  •  * 
« IThac  appiiebennoii,  Madanri  fcemt 

'  inknwhefe»ioneeiv«d  balorathit  in-* 
'  tiNuKieB,  or  the  leaft  eanft  for  it,  waa 

*  MW.  WHyellothediljpracefulcon/ 

*  tneaienf  t  have  bean  laid  midar?— ' 
•' L«  tne  vootora  to  iSif ,  that  my  fiiflhr«> 

*  ibfa  Aam  to  be  rather  oaring  ntor  a* 
•concctted  defign  to  intimidaca  me,'^ 
IMsMmtM  wf  &f  Iwadr]  *  (kabwidg* 
*.  tere  weiciua  good  giomis  lor  tny" 
«^  offoOftoir)  ttMte  twdlMbt^of  mv  cf«i.' 
•.  d«a|  ftr-  w6ei»  ^iry  werei-iMa^ed' 

*  IM,I1iid  tflMV  no  <wy?«f  >Anibt  s' 

*  B&r  iihdd  thHoe  «ow  be  t««m  foi" 

*  Mvn  if  niy  ilifcicciaa  mtghtie  tmfletf 

'  Mfmi^«ftcrnlittlahateti8n,niitl/ 
^  B*ty  tmMttf  'my->dcai%  what'  oan-' 

*  Mift  wiU  be  pa^NM^md  incyiMurfi-' 


•  mily,  if  yon  marry  this  hated  Lova« 

•  laceK 

*  And  let  it  be  oonfidered,  what  mi* 

*  Icry  to  iba.  Madam,  if  I  marry  that 

•  hated  Solmea  V 

*  Many  a  young  crtatore  hat  thowght 
«  Ihe  conid  not  love  a  man,  with  whom 

*  flie  hat  afterwanti  been  very  happy. 

•  Few  woman,  diitd,  marry  chair  firit 
«  loves.* 

*  That  ttiay  bethe  reafon  there  ara 

•  ib  few  happy  marriages.* 

.  *  But  there  are  lew  lirft  impttinbnt 
'//tobeenaonragcd.* 

'  I  am  afraid  fo  too.  Madam.  I  hkf 

•  a  very  Indiflmnt  opinion  of  Kght  an4 

*  lirft  impreffioos.    Bnt,   as  I  hava 

•  often  faid,  all  I  wilh  for,  ii,  to  hava 
«  laave  to  \\ytJhgUr 

'  Indcad  you  muft  not,  MiA.    Your' 

*  ftther  and  mother  will  be  unhappy 

*  till  they  fee  yon  matried,  and  out  of 
«  Lovebcc*s  reach.— I  am  told  that 

•  you  propofi^  to  condition  with  him' 

*  (lb  far  are  mattersgone  between  you) 
«  never  to  have  any  man,  if  you  havT 

<  notiftani.' 

*  I  know  no  better  way  to  prevent 

*  mifchief  on  all  fides,  I  freely  own  it 

•  -*And  theve  is  not,  if  Ar  be  otit  oT 

*  the  queftion,   anofhtr  man    tn  the 

*  world,  I  can  think  favourably  of .<»*' 

•  NevertheleA,  I  would  give  all  I  hive^ 

*  in  the  worki,  that  he  were  marrM  to* 
'  fome  other  perlbn^Indeed  I  would, 
«  Bella,  for  all  you  put  on  that  Ibile" 

*  of  incredulity.* 

«  Mav  belo,  Claiy :  but  I  will  Imile 

•  for  all  that.* 

:  •  If  ^r  bo  out  of  the  queftion!'  re-* 
petted  my  aunt— «  80,  Mifs  Clary,'  f 
^  foihow  Itia^twillgodown^-rMtfa 
^  HlirfoWe,  fli^t  T  folfew^ouM— And> 

•  t  ^lleikdeavour  tdperfoad^  your  fa** 
«.  tlUr  t»  let  my  lifter  herfdf  come  tipi' 

♦  vnd  ft  ha^jM  event  knay  thcf!  refult.'' 
•  ^  Dipcndlipon  It,  Madam,'  faidmy' 

liOar,  «iWs  will  bt  the  eaft:  my  iho-' 
«  ther  and  flie  will  be  both  in  tears;* 
<:lnKwiihthitf^Ufin«nteitea;  my  mo-' 

•  ther  win  com^  down  Jbftened,  and* 

<  cut  to  the  'htai«;  bot  will  leave  her 

*  lnvouri«ehafdeii«d,  from  theadvan-' 

<  tages  Ihe  ^rthihk  ftie  has  over  my 
«:  another's  tendemefs«*»Why,  Madam^  ' 

*  it  ia  for  this  very  reafon  the  girl  ia 

•  not  admitted  Intdlierprerence.* 

.  Th^  ftM  hin  on,  aa  Ihe  tlmt  do^n 
ftairSf 
\  . 
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MY  hjjart  ftiMtcfe4  witji  ()k^  hifpe 
and  th|B  f^ar  of  fif^ittg  oi^  oio- 
t^cK,  4<v<i  with  the.ilMi9i^.iWMkU>e.gr^f 
of  having  given  ber  fomuch  unei/iii«A. 
]|m  i^  M^d^  opt)  (he  w^Ml  #o|  emit- 
ted to  come.  But  n^y  aunt  wa4  i^jfo^ 
9^  to  return;  yot  cm^  w^hpui  my  ukcti 
and,  taking  my.  h9A4m  «M^  <M  fifr 
4^iw|i  ^y  ber. 

J  She  c^x^Ca  (be  ^mft  «|wn>  ^fiaoitfyf 
ii^'Mi,  ^^  ^"^^  in<)M  though  agai^fb 
l^<^i;»ioi)ofiDy£^pi7|(  but  Iwiowipff 
and  dreadine  the  oftnilqiq^iAGe.  ^  my* 
i||ljpo€tio«^  iiec^u)ciiiH>^^^>^i'^ 

.  Sbetbfn  ijct  fQft^  t|[),iiie  my  ftfii9i4s> 
#i(^€ftaiioD8  fi-om  .^nffi  Mc^.  SoiVneA^ 
^cbfS}  (three  tiinca^  ijfhh9C4iiiAou» 
tp  be,  ai^any'-body  h^dAbooghtbim)  kho 
ifulea)fnt»  proppfed}  Mr,,  I^velaqe's* 
)mi.  chara^ri  tbfu^^vWi^n'  to  binr 
all  in  a  very  ftrong  light;  butaot  io.a« 
%oi»g«F  than  my  ifiotber  Ju4  before 
l^cd  them  in.  ^  My  roolberi  furaly/ 
cpu)4  pot.  ^<^VQ  g^viMY  t^et^^iqiljar^  of» 
«)|fit  )»ad  pi^ed  bct^ee^:  herfelf  and* 
iBC:  ii  flic  bady  m  aun^Y(Q.Ml|f  nN^  hajre* 
aa^tqd  many  of  thcfainff  Isoitifn^nipy 
MViMi  wiil  iind  flic  did^  thi)t  b«i;  bo^n 
fiil]  moTQ  ftroogjyc  uF0i4»  wit)|9ut»«ieft* 
%  bar  y^i^rabif^^to'*  i 

she  (aid  it  would  bre^  ^  baarOo^ 
my.fothw  t^  J»fc  if  i©apwd#  that  be 
bad  not  a  power  over  mA  obittfl  ^^ 
tbaf>  a^ifrrt^Mgfl^'.€()r  iP»y$#wi>  cpodi 
M  c^VJdi  too,  .wbqm  xb^fbad  ahva^ 
4^ted;upon  Irrr'  XtftgocMAsyreft^TiA^*' 
«|»f)9lialcd.  (be,.  <|lAi99ftr<b(^ . Al>fClf»* 
witfi.tba  mq(t.  oiYHkli;'^!!!^  jqarttet-* 
iwff,/  let,  me  l)^  ^t.W¥v^^V  Wu> 


<  thea,:  ^bai  y««<  wUIaUic^  dl  •, 
«  frifadal7«*Jf  yo«  Uva  iif>  I  ^i^te:^ 
'  you^4o<«<«»* 

*  lipw  cm  I  MoaiUb  ai^afr  I  out 

*  fooner  chufe  to  die  tbaa  fea  pwiWaa  P 
'  Sayr  thao^  m^ydear.  yon  fvill  «aia- 

<g^49rffK«    S^aN  will  ]|ut  fffi^te 
*'  with  yoiirfelf.    Uive  ui  but  hppia«>  * 
VD^Hiaft  meantranw  an4«Evy  an- 

<  tireat,  inTaip/  For&ill4M.kiMUd» 
a»d  t  by  b(«,     , 

«  WbatahardoaAUini|M!-««Co«l^ 
«  I  bujt  4E0M^,  1  k^now  (  could  snaiffr^ 

*  *-i-Tbiit  utbicb  in  a*  M»d«aaaMS9t.  to 
^  myt  £c«mda»  i^  aoiia  at  all  fea^  <io    ■ 

<  ^wiaftaot  m]id«af^aiiafi».n9«A  t 

•  vap^t  tbaiania  tbaogN-hliat/pia  tet 
'  *  bfi  fingla-r-Capnot  liive fiagia ^  JU* 

'  me  be  fent,  a$  I  have  proposed,  tA  Saot-* 
^  bnd^  ta.Flofa4pe}  any-whithqc^  let 
^  a«ajbeianM(Uyaiia(tbalBi4iet|  tAjr-^ 

•  whithei^-Any  of  ibefft  I:wi«cnH- 
\'Um  ta.  BfUt  I  capnpt*  r^ioiMlliiiik 
'  fiif  f^iBg  my  vowa  t»  t  «wi  l««ii-^ 
«  aot^fmdiimr    . 

<  WelUhaa,*  iiteg».<Ml»«lafiiAy^ 
with  uplifted  bands*  reproachiiif^  wf 
ii:^pored>ervaiitt€rt>  *'  I  ^  •a«ua|f 
«  can  prevati  wklh  you  fc^oblip  itf^* 

.«  WbM  /Ma  I  do^  any  ^MH^k  aim* 
'  Hervev?  What  ^mI  do!  W««3 1 
Vljpa)ila«f giiriag  abopa  I  n^mm  »ot 
^.«»4iilai:gef  thaocQikldiliay^l  vaoold 

<  amjider  of  yaur  kwd  aii«Qa«  Bot 
'•  I  iv<ml4 itttheF  ba  ^v^tUfnmfi 
^  tbaa:  infii9f4rt^  ia  i!befa»  bawavar, 
^  np>mt4ifUBf  Can  miAm^  ba  iiwc^» 
«f  ofi»  Will  nothtAg  da*  Uit  ty>  b«va  m 
\«iilii  wh»  ia  dia4Mi!«dEi(i|p»Mt)ila«iey 
^ibAMMfrbe  «a  liajiiA^'iil  tba.iiei!f  ar- 

<  ticlMbaiaffent?* 

c  <^  Wham  BOW,  Glary»'  Aklmyiflftar, 

<  dp  yoii>fdUaapaa.r  ConlilbMiial.*> 
/..^>iy[akatKit?mvidioa»appliintiaiia  of 
«  w^.  i  &.y^  Bothk.   If.may.  aoi^  bo 


<  .^vecy-ooe  hftpp3{rai|4  eajf)|*>a«!e  "iflrff . 
«',,^  would  fcoe^^tO!  ||pli«iia<y  detMft 
« .niecer— Nay,  I  <uwtf.ltj»wl;ta.|»U|V'* 

And  down  (bedfiaf:u^aiHl  hm\Ah»% 
kneeling  to  her,  mit  baiaNbing  b^ 
DOttqknefsI}.  dafj^Qgifity-arfiit  ai^iaat 
bcr,  and  bacbiQg'.b^  WMTtby  bofom 
wfifhmy  leara^.  i 

*  '  O  riTcj    riff!    my  be)<^ed  auoti* 
^ill.  ^JffMi  <mtc«pe.  to  tbf  bl»rt.witb 
•  thit  con dcfccnJ I ng  eoodnefs.* 
'  *  Say  then,   my  deareft  niece,  fay 


ipally  i 
'*.ikmatiQn»  Whiie.I  tUtakol  ii  19 
^tbia  l^fikti  I  ftottld^ba  Hitl^co9&bbWi 
'.bcthe  iatteiv.  B«t  «tiiy!^4*ltoiei» 
<.  ofOB.a  fitpp^kim.  afc  diC«iiiMw»JW 
<}  iKly  baakk  aa  H  ha)va]aftiii,,f^i|tAid,^ 
*'.  mooila  .at  iiia»  (bfoM^M)  dfile.mmi^ 
S  ia  eimry  itgbt.^^detiMhir,.lwc» 
1  noMb  <4gr«^ft.  «^»i  Mtiatmi  vtmn 
*  there  is  no  profpefk  of  a  lildag^ 
'.  'Wlbcao  tba.dirsft;  QfWMOy jomMrM, 
*-  all>  afoog  avowadp  vtklloiitblhailM 


CtAKtifA  MAHIkMe: 


H^ 


dbiii?  brigltuAly,  Q  my  crlict,  cniell 
hitfmtf,  to  caufe  a  metfure  to  l»e 
forced  upon  me,  ^ich  he  would  fiot, 
beftcaire  tolerably  ukid^r,  #erethe  like, 
10  be  dfiered  tottim  T 

*  Tbe  girl  has  ?ot  into  her.  altitude's/ 
aont  Henrey/  Sid  my  fiftef..  «  Vbu 
lee,Madaiiiy  fh*  Qtares  nobody.  Be 
plcaled  to  let  hek*  know  what  ibe  has 
tD  trttft  to.  Nothing  is  to  be  done 
widi  bar.  Pray^  Midam^  pronounce; 
Mf  odolti** 

My  auot  fttfred  to  the  window^^ 
tMquiig»  with  my  lifter  iti  be)-  bands 
'  I  cannot,  indeed  I  cannot,  Mifs  Hajr- 

lowe/  faid  Ihe,  fi>fUy:  (but  yet  I, 
beard  every  word  die  faid)  '  there  is 

great  bafdftii|>  in  her  c'afe.     She  is  a, 

noble  child  after  all.     What  pity. 

tbings  Are  gone  To  far! — ^&ut  Mr. 

Sokaes  t>i3gbt  to  be  told  to  defil!.' 

*  O  Madam/  faid  my  lifter,  in  a  kind. 
f  lOod  wki%>er,  «  are  you  caught  tOo 
by  tbe  little  fij*A  ?— My  mother  did  • 
ml  not  to  come  up!— I  que(li|dn 
nbedber  my  father  bimielf,  after  hit 
Mindigtiattoni  would  not  be  turned 
loviid  by  her.  Nobody  but  nDy  bro- 
iher  can  do  any-thing  with  her,  I  am 
flirt/ 

'  Doto't  tbink  of  your  brother^s  com- 
ii^up,*  ibid  my  aunty  ftill  in  a  low 
Dice—*  He  is  foo  furious.  I  fee  no 
ebiiiiacyj  tio  penreHeneTs,  i  n  her  man  • 
Bcr!  If  your  brother  comes,  I  will 
aot  be  aofwerable  for  the  confe* 
'micllcet :  for  I  thought  twice  or  tbricQ 
me  ^»ottId  Kaee  gone  into  fits.* 

*  O  Madanil,  (be  has  a  ftrong  heart  \ 
*-Aiid  you  fee  tbere  is  no  preTailihg 
«titb  ber,  tbougb  you  wttt  upon  your 
kaaes^o  bet-/ 

My  filter  left  my  aunt  railing  at  tbe 
maom,  with  ber  back  towards  us  $ 
aad  took  tbat  opportunity  to  infult  me 
i&niorebarbarouflyt  lor»ftq>pingto 
*y  cloibt,  ihe  took  up  the  pattern^ 
ifiicb  diy  mother  bad  lent  tat  upi  and 
bringing  tbem  to  me,  flie  fpreaa  them 
WpoA  tbe  cbafr  by  mcj  aud^  oflering 
«ae»  tn^then  aaotberi  upon  ber  flieve 
mi  ibovUer,  thus  Ihe  ran  ob,  with 
imtfiBtuiiiigtraayillhy}  Jbat^fi>er«. 
lagly,  tbat  my  aunt  might  not  hea^ 
ber.    *  Ths,  Ckry,  ie  a  prttty  pat- 

*  tttb  etiou|^:  bat  ibis  it  <juite  chsrm  - 

*  t^!  t  wouki  advife  you  to  make 

*  your  iip|ieannce  lA  it.    And  tbist 


night-gowiw-And  ihh  my  frcoiid, 
drcflbd  fuit  I  Won't  you  give  oidcrUj, 
love,  to  bave  your  grandmothdPs 
Jewels  ncw-fet? — ^Or  will  you  "think, 
Xq  flicw  away  ih  the  new  ones  Mr.. 
Solmes  intends  to  pi^efcnt  to  y6u  f 
He  talks  of  laying  out  two  or  thrte, 
tboufand  pounds  in  prefents,  child! 
Dear  heart! — How  jrorgeoufly  will 
you  be  arraycdl — ^What !  filent,  my^ 
dear  I  Mamo&a  Norton's  Af^r/^/zrr 
Wbati  filent  ftill ?— But,  Clarr^ 
won't  you  have  a  Vdvct  fuit?  It 
would  cut  a  great  $gure  in  a  country, 
church  you  £now:  and  'the  weather 
may  bear  it'For  a  month  ytt  to  come*. 
Crimfon  velvet,  fuppofel  Such  a  fine 
compleido'n  as' yours,  iiow  if  would 
be  fot  off  bv  it  I  What  an  a!grccat)re* 
bludi  would  it  zlvei^u  l-^Higli-ho!*. 

(mocking  mbi  tor  I  lighed  to  be  thus. 

fooled witb)  «  And  do  you  (igh,  lovef 
Well  theo)  as  it  will  be  a  folema 
wedding,  what  think  you  of  blatk, 
velvet,  child  >— Silent  ftill,  Clary!— 
Black  velvet,  fo  fair  as  youare,witb 
thoFe  charming  eyesgleamingthrougH 
a  wintry  cloud,  like  an  April  fun  1 
—Does  not  Lovelace  tell  you  they  are 
chanfiing  eycs!-^How  lovely  will 
you  appear  to  every- one! — What  I 
iUent  dill,  love! — But  about  youff 
lacts,  Clary!'— 
She  would  have  gone  on  ftill  furVTiier» 

bad  not  my  aunt  advanced  towards  us^ 

wiping  her  eyes—*  What!  whilpering» 

'  1  adie$ !  You  feem  fo  eafy  and  fo  pleafea^ 
Mifs  HtrlowCy  with  your  private  con- 
ference,  that  I  hope  I  (hall  carry 
down  good  news.* 
^  I  am  only  giving  her  my  opinio^ 
of  ber  patterns,  ift/rr.— Unalked  tn« 
deed;  but  ihe  (^ms,  by  her  filenee, 
to  approve  of  my  |udgment^* 
'  OBcHarfaidI,  « that  Mr.  Love^ 
lace  had  not  taken  you  at  vour  wordl 
•**You  bad  before  how  been  cxcr* 
cifing  your  judgment  on  your  owa 
accoimti  and  /  had  been  nappy,  at 
well  nsj9u  f  Was  it  my  fault,  Ijpraj 

f  yon,  that  it  was  not  Hi  V 
6  how  ibe  raved  t 
<  T6  be  fo  ready  to /iW,  Bella,  and 

*  fo  lotb  to  take,  is  not  very  fair  ia 

The  poor  Bella  defcended  to  call 
liames. 

*  Why;  fifter,*  faid  I,  <  yon  are  at 
'  angry,  as  if  there  were  more  in  th« 


1 7«»,  lho«id  be  my  wedding    <  hint,  than  potfibly  mij^t  be  defign* 

Ta  •  ed. 


4 


tVAfHrlt^A  fl^RLOWE;. 


«.  ed.  Mywiih  ii  finetre«  for  both  oor. 

*  raked— for  the  whole  family's  fake! 
«•  —And  what  (good  now)  U. there  in 

*  it?— Do  not,  do  ndt/dear  Bella,  give, 

*  me  caufe  to  fufpefl,  that  t  have  found . 

*  a  reafon  for  your  behaviour  to  me^ 

*  and  which  till  now  was  wholly  unac-. 
*.  countable  from  fitter  to  fitter.' 

*  Fie,  fit.  Clary!*  faid  my  aunt. 

'  My  fitter  waa  more  and  mote  out- 
rageous. 

<  O  how  mtich  fitter,*  fald  I^  *  to  be. 

*  ^jgft,xhztiAJefttrf — ^Bttt  now;  Bella, 
\  turn  the  glafa  to  you,  and  £be  how, 
< 'poorly  fits  the  robe,  upon  your  own 
'  fiiou  lder$,  which  you  have  been  foun- 

*  mercifully  fixing  upon  mine!' 

,  <  Fie,  fie,  Mift  Clary  1*  repeated  my, 
aunt. 
:  *  And  fie,  fie,  likewUe,  good' Ma- 

*  dam,  to  Mift  Harlowe,  you  would 
<  fay,  were  vou  to  have  heard  her  bar- 

*  barout  iniultaP 

*  Let  us  go,  Madam,*  (aid  my  fitter, 
with  great  violence^  '  let  ut  leave  the 
'  creature  to  fwell  till  (he  burfts  with 

*  her  own  poilbn.— The  laft  time  I  will 
^  ever  4:ome  near  her,  in  the  mind  I  am 

*  in!' 

'  It  is  fo  cafy  a  thing,'  returned  I,*  virerc 
'  I  to  be  mean  enough  to  follow  an  ex- 
'^  ample  that  is  fo  cenfureable  in  the  fet- 
**  ter  of  it,  to'  vanquiih  fuch  a  teazinjg 

*  fpiiit  as  yours  with  it^s  own  blunt 

*  weapons,  that  I  am  amazed  you  will 

*  provoke  me !— Yet,  Bella,  bncc  you 

*  *wUl  go/  (for  fl)€  had  hurried  to  the 
.  door)  *  forgive  me.  I  forgive  you.  And 

'  you  have  a  double  reafon  to  do  fo,  both 
^-  from  elderftiip,  and  from  the  offence 

*  fo  ttudipufly  given  to  one  in  afflic- 
'  tion.— But  may  yoM  be  happy,  though 
'  /  never  (hall !  May  jom  never  have 
^  half  the  tiials/ have  had!  Bet^i/your 

*  comfort,  thnt  you  cannot  have  antter 
«  to  treat^'oir,  as  you  have  treated  me!*^ 
«  And  fo  God  blefs  you!' 

*  *  O  thou  art  a——*  And  down  ihe 
ttung  without  faying  what. 

'  'Permit  me;  Mnd^m,*  faid  Tlt>  my 
-ilunt,  finking  down,  and  clafping  het^ 
knees  with  my  arms,  'to  detain  youdiie 
',  moment*~Notto  fay  any-thingabottt 

*  my poorfifter-«»8heisher own punifli- 

*  er— -Only  to  thank  you  for  all  your 

*  condefcendinggoodnefstome.  lonJy 

*  beg  of  you  not  to  Imputeto  obftinacy 

*  the  immoveablenefs  I  have  ihewn  to 
'  fo  tender  a  friend;  and  to  forgive  me 

*  everjr-thing  I  have  faid  or  done  aipifs 


in  yoiir  jprefencei  for-it  baa  iii||.{ib9-« 

ceeded  from  inward  i^cour  to  the. 

poor  Bella.    But  I  will  be  bold  to, 

fayi  that  neither  fiie,  nor  my  brother^ 

nor  even  my  father  himfelf^  know  aw 

what  a  heart  they  have  ict  a  bked-» 

ing.' 

iTajw,  to  my  comfort,  what  efefi  my. 

fitter's  ab fence  wrought  forme.-^*  Riiry. 
roy  noble-minded  uiecel— charm in|^ 
creature!'— [Thofc  were  her   kind. 

words]  *  kneel  not  to  mel-^Keep  to. 
yourfelfwhat  I' now  fay.  to  you.— 1 
admireyo^  more  than  I  can  exprefs— - 
And  ifyou  can  forbear  claiming  your 
eftate,  and  can  refolve  to  avoid  Love-, 
lace,  you  will  continue  to  be  the 
greatelt  miracle  I  ever  knew  at  your 
yeais— 'But  I  mutt  hatten  down  after 
your  fitter.— Thefe  are  my  latt  woi-dsw 
to  you  I  Conform  to  your  father's 
will,  ifyou  polCbly  can.  How  me- 
ritorious will  it  be  in  you  to  do  iB! 
Pray  to  God  to, eiiahU  you  to,  con- 
form. You  don't  know  what  qaay 
be  done.' 

'  Only,  my  dear  aunt,  one  word,  one. 
word  more,'  (for  flie  was  going.)— 
Speak  all  you  can  for  iny  dear  Mrs. 
>forton.  She  is  but  low  in  the  woiids 
Ihould  ill  health  overtake  har»  ihe 
may  not  know  how  to  live  without 
my  mamma's  favour.  I  (hall  have 
no  means  to  help  herj  for  I  will  want 
neceffaries  before  I  will  aflert  roy 

*  right:  and  \  do  alfure  you,  flic  ha  a 
'  faid  fo  many  things  to  me  in  behalf 

of  my  fubmitting  to  my  father^s  will, 
that  her  arguments  have  not  a  little 
contributed  to  make  me  refolve  to 
avoid  the  extremities,  which,  never^ 
thelefs,  I  pray  to  God  they  do  not  at 
latt  force  me  upon.  And  yet  they 
deprive  me  of  her  advice,  and  thine 
unjuttly  of  one  of  the  niott  excellent 
of  ^omen.' 

*  I  a)n  glad  to  hear  you  fay  this  i 
and  take  4bis  and  this,  and  this,  my 
charming  niece,*  (for  fo  flie  called 
me  almott  at  €very  word  \  kifiling  me 
earneftly,  and  citffpingher  arms  about 
my  necK:}  '  and  God  pr($te£l  you,  and 
'  dire6l  you!   But  you  mafi  fubmit; 

*  indeed  you  mujf.    Some  one  daj  in  a 
^  month  from  tbis^  is  all  the  choice  that 

*  is  left  you.' 

And  tnis,  I  fuppofe,  was  the  dbom 
mr  fitter  called  for;  yet  not  worfe  than 
what  had  beta  pronounced  gpob  me 
befoit. 


CLARISSA    HARLOWE* 


Skeicpcated  thefe  laft  fentcnccf  Uwd- 
cr  than  the  former.     *  And  irmem- 

*  W,  Mift/  added  flie,  <  it  is  your 
'  ^itf;f  to  comply.*  — And  down  flie 
vest,  kmTing  me  with  my  heart  fullf 
and  my  eyes  running  orer. 

The  very  repetition  of  this,  fills  roe 
with  almoft  equal  concern,  to  that  which 
X  felt  at  the  time. 

I  mnft  lay  down  my  pen.  Miftineflea 
which  give  to  my  deluged  eye  the  ap- 
pearance of  all  the  colours  in  the  rain* 
bow,  will  not  permit  me  to  write  on. 

WXDNlSOATy  FXTK  0*C10CK. 

I  WJLL  now  add  a  few  lines— My 
auBt,  ms  Ihe  went  down  from  me,  wai 
net  at  the  foot  of  the  ftairs  by  mv  fifter, 
«ho  ieemed  to  think  Oie  had  ftaid  a  good 
while  after  hers  and  hearing  her  laft 
wofda  pRfcribing  to  me  implicit  duty, 
praifed  her  for  it,  and  «(plaimed  again  ft 
my  obftxnacy.    *  Did  you  ef er  hear  of 

*  iuch  penrerienefs,  Madam?*  Aid  (he. 
'  Co«ld  you  have  thought,  that  jroxr 
'  Clarifla,and#<t'/r^-^0<4'*iClartira,was 

*  foch  a  girl  !^And  wno,  as  jpoh  faid, 

*  is  to  robmir,  htr  faiber  or/bef* 

My  aunt  faid  fomcthing  in  anfwer  to 
her,  compailionating  roe,  as  I  thought, 
by  her  accent:  but  I   heard  not  the 


Such  a  ftrange  perfinrerance  in  a  mea- 
fnre  fi>  unieafonablet-^But  my  brother 
and  fifter  are  continually  mifreprefent- 
ing  ail  1  hj  and  do;  and  I  am  deprived 
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of  tht  oBpOTtunity  of  ddcndiag  my* 
felf !— My  (iftcr  ^s*,  that  had  thiy 
thought  me  fucb  a  champioMft,  they 
would  not  have  engaged  with  met  asd 
now,  not  knowing  how  loitconcile  my 
fuppofed  obftinacy  with  mygtaeralcha- 
rader,  and  natural  temper,  the^  Ibern 
to  hope  to  tire  me  out,  and  rtiolve  ttt 
Tary  their  meaftirea  accoidinglv.  My 
brother,  you  fee  f ,  ta  dctermiMu  to  car- 
ry this  point,  or  to  abandon  Harlowc* 
Place,  and  never  to  fee  it  mofe.*-So 
they  are  to  lofe  a  fon,  or  to  conquer  a 
daughtei^^he  penrerleA  aad  mA  un- 
^teful  that  ever  parenta  had !— Thta 
IS  the  light  he  placea  things  in:  and  haa 
undert&en,  it  ftems,  to  fobdue  ne,  if 
bii  advice  be  followed.  It  will  bt/air- 
tber  tried;  of  tbM  I  am  convinced)  and 
what  will  be  their  next  meaibre»  wh» 
can  diTine  f 

I  ihall  difpatch,  with  this,  my  an- 
fwer to  yours  of  Sunday  laft,  begun  on 
Monday} ;  but  which  it  not  yet  outte 
finiflied.  It  is  too  long  to  copy:  I  nave 
not  time  for  it.  In  it  I  have  oeen  Yery 
free  with  you,  my  dear,  in  more  placea 
than  one.  I  cannot  fty,  that  I  am 
pleafed  with  all  I  have  writteo— Yet 
will  not  now  alter  it.-~My  mind  la  not 
at  eafe  enough  for  the  fubj[eft.«*I>on*t 
be  angry  with  me.  Yet,  ir  you  can  ez« 
cufe  one  or  two  pafTages,  it  will  be,  be* 
caufe  they  were  written  by  jenr 

Clarissa  Haklowb. 


•  S^ePaje  13*.        f  'n  ^1*»«  \fnet,  Page  137.         J  Sec  Letter  XL. 
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LETTER    I. 

KISS  HOWB,  TO  MISS  CLAKIfSA 
«ARLOWl. 

^BOSKIDAT  KIGBTy  MAICM  fl2. 

!-~What  Ibmild 
aagvv  for?— I  ftm 
mightily  pleafctt  withyouc 
^"^ " "  1  yon  oall  it*  I 
wonder  at  your  pa- 
tieoce  with  one}  tbst's  all. 
I  am  ionry  I  gaveyoa  the  trouble  of  fo 
loot  a  letter  upon  the  oceafion*»  not- 
vittiandtog  the  pieafore  I  reeei?ed  in 
Kadioffit. 

I  Wuicve  ymi  did  M9t  iotsnd  idervtt 
tsae;  lbrtwoiicafoB«IbeiieT«youdid 
HUs  firft,  becaafe  jonfitf  youaidnotf 
BOtt  bcMie  y««  We  not  iv^  been 
aUetD«BOftaoe,7Mi^jrboi»4tkto  ba 
viliimi  and  ptrftcutwltat  y^u  are, 
lav  io  to  fepMratoth^effieaatbat  fpiing 
Irom  the  two  cauies»  [pefj$m$iam  and 
hm]  aa  te  jpvo-  to  each  it'js  parliaiilar 
te.  Botthttlbtftievt  Ihintedtoyoig 
Mae  bcfim«  asd  £0^  wiU  fii]f  00  nofo 
1^  tltta. fobi^ftat ftt&mt^ 

Robi^i^a.  yatehad  bnt  joidapofiu 
tdfDDvlit^paiiBdfwbaBbatopkitt  fog 
W«aa,Aatebvthalf  a»  Wwhafflf^ 
titfiiwiiniiibi^i  Uahidieeii.aoi 
■patience,  and  loitered  about,  .feefai^ 
'        •  ■  ••  .  •    .. 

*  See  VoLX  Letterxxarii.  for  the  nrnaftail 
li  aailaeiaa^^Uk 


willmg  to  bring  me  foaacthiag  {mi 
you,  i?poflible« 

My  coufin  Jenny  Fynnett  is  hera^and 
defirea  to  be  my  bedfellow  to-aigbt.  fi« 
I  ihall  not  hare  an  opportQnity  to  Ik 
down  with  that  repoufnefs.  and  atian^ 
lion  which  the  fubie^  of  years  ns» 
quire.  For  (ha  is  all  prate,  you  k^Mi^ 
and  loves  to  ittmi  a  pratiag^  yetcanaa 
vpon  a  yery  grave  ocaUion-«>To  pfia* 
cure  my  mother  to  go  with  her  to  b^ 
crandmother  Lackin,  who  baa  b«EHi 
long  bed-ridden;  and  at  laA  has  OlkeA 
it  into  her  bead  that  ibe  is  mortal,  and 
therefore  will  make  her  wilH  a  work 
flie  was  till  now  extremely  avarfii  I0| 
but  it  muft  be  npon  condition  thatmw 
mother,  who  is  her  diftant  BeLa^ion,wi6 
fp  to  her,  and  advife  hev  as  to  thepar^ 
ticulars  of  it:  for  (be  has  an  high  opU 
niot,  as  everj^one^eliehaa,  of  my  mo* 
ther's  judgment  in  all. matters  pehtUig 
to  wiljs,  (ettleasaBCa^aiid  fiicb  like  Boo- 
table affaiia* 

Mrs.  Larkin  live^  about  levenSsaa 
miiea  ofF^  and  aa  mv  mother  cannot  en# 
dure  to  lie  out  of  her  own  houfe,  Am 
proposes  toiet^outeaily  in  the  morning, 
that  flie  might  hs  able  taget  back  again 
at  night.     So,  to-n^oqow  I  fhall  i^ak 

5ur  devo^n  ftiom  day*light  to  day* 
lit}  nor  will  I  ba  at  home  toamrp* 
body^. 
At  tp  tba  impertiaent  manj  I  hav« 

•ttl  ]«eMs  nsf iu<  xl*  of  the  fiuoe  fotniDey 


pat 
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^  itoi  upo*  efcoitiiig  ilir  t^  laJiet , 
10  order  ta  attend  my  mother  home  at 
h^ght.  Socb  expeditions  as  thefc,  and 
fli  eivt  us  women  a  little  air  gf  .vaiuty 
ani  affiirednefs  at  publick  places,  it 
all  that  I  know  tbefe  dangling  fellows 
are  good  for. 

I  nave  hinted  before,  that  I  could  al- 
noft  wi(h  my  mother  and  Mr.  Hick* 
man  would  make  a  match  of  it:  and  I 
bere  repeat  my  wiflies.  What  fignffies 
a  difference  of  fifteen  or  twenty  yeai-s; 
eipeciaUy  when  the  lady  has  fpirits  that 
will  make  her  youna  a  long  time,  and 
Che  lover  is  a  mifiij  fober  man? — I 
think  verily,  J  could  like  him  better,  far 
a  pifa»  than  for  a  nearer  nlatida:  and 
they  are  firtmgt  admirers  of  one  ano. 
ther. 

But  allow  me  a  perhaps  ftill  better 
(and,  as  to  ytart^  more  fuitable  and 
bapppier)  difpofal;  for  the  man  at 
leaft— What  think  you,  my  dear,  of 
comjprpmtfinff  with  your  friends,  hj 
rejecting  hM  your  men,  and  encou* 
raging  my  parader?— If  your  liking 
•ae  of  the  two  go  no  farther  than  con- 
^itiotuUf  I  believe  ft  will  do.  A  rich 
tilooght,  if  ft  obtain  yonr  approba- 
.tibn!  In  thii  light,  I  ihould  have  a 
prodiaious  refpe^  for  Mr.  Hickman; 
fnore  by  half  than  I  can  have  for  the 
tother.  The  vein  is  opened— Shall  I 
let  it  flow  ?  How  difficult  to  withihnd 
aottllitiitioaal  foibles! 

Wckman  is  certainly  a  man  more  in 
yoor  tafte  than  any  of  thoft  who  hare 
hitherto  been  brought  to  addrrfs  you. 
He  is  mighty  fbber»  mighty  grave,  and 
all  that.  Tnen  you  have  told  me,  that 
ha  is  voor  favourite.  But  that' is  be- 
caufe  he  is  my  mother^s  perhaps.  The 
man  would  eertainlv  rejoice  at  the 
transfer!  or  he  mu  ft  be  a  greater  fool 
than  I  take  him  to  be. 

'  O  bat  your -fieree  lover  would  knock 
him  o'the  head-^I  forgot  thfcf?— What 
makes  me  incapable  onenot^fncfs  when 
I  write  aboot  this  Hickman »<-«Vet' the 
sian  A>  good  a  fort  of  man  In  the  mainf 
**But  who  is  perfeft  f  This  is  ^ne  of 
my  foibles.  Aad  it  is  fomcthing  for 
fOQ  to chida  me  for. 

You-  believe  me  to  be  very  happy  luf 
my  pvaf^efts  in  relation- to  him<  be* 
caufe  you  are  fo  very  unhappy  in  the 
IboliA  ufage  yoti  meetwisiii  yoa  are 
apt  (as  1  fufpea)  to  think  that  toler- 
able which  otherwife  wookl  br  flur 
from  being  ib.    I  dait  fay,  you  would 


not,  wkh  aH  your  grave  airs»  Vtkt  hlpi 
for  yourfelf}  except,  being  adilreifed 
by  Solmes  and  htm,  yod  w^i-e  tihlige^ 
to  have  one  of  them. — I  have  given  yon 
a  teft.  Let  me  fee  what  you  will  fay  to 
it. 

For  my  own  part,  I  confefs  to  yoOi 
that  I  have  great  exceptions  to  Hick- 
man. He  and  wedtoct  never  yet  ona 
^nterad  ina>  my  bead  at  one  time.  Shall 
I  fjve  you  my  A-ee  thoughts  of  him] 
—Of  his  befi  aad  his  'vmrfi\  and  thai 
as  if  I  were  writing  to  one  who  knowi 
him  notr-*I  think  I  will.  Yet  it  ii 
impoiUble  I  ihould  do  it  gravely.  Th< 
fobjdEl  woB*t  bear  to  be  fo  Yfc^imi^  ii 
m^  opinion.  We  are  not  come  S^  fu 
as  that  yet,  if  ever  we  <la«)l:  and  tod< 
i.  in  another  ftrain,  ill  becomea  my  pre 
lent  real  concern  for  you. 
#        # 

Hbre  I  was  interrupted  on  the  ho- 
neft  man's  account.  He  has  been  hen 
thefe  two  hours  ^courting  the  motbc 
for  the  daughter,  I  fiippofe--Yet  Ah 
wants  no  courting  neither :  it  is  wcl. 
one  of  us  does;  elfe  the  man  woif)( 
have  nothing  but  halcyon;  and  be  re 
mifs,  and  faucy  of  courfe. 

He  was  going.  His  horfes  at  thi 
door.  My  mother  fent  for  me  down 
pretending  to  want  to  fay  fomcthing  xi 
me. 

Something  (he  fiid  when  I  came  tha 
fignified  nothing— Evidently,  for  b< 
reafon  called  me«  but  to  give  me  an  op 
portumty  to  fee  what  a  fine  bow.  be 
man  could  make;  and  that  Ihe  inigk 
wilb  me  a  good-night.  She  knows  1 
am  not  over-ready  to  oblige  bins  wiri 
mj  company i  if  1  happen  to  be  odter 
wife  engaged.  I  could  nor  help  an  ai: 
a  hitle  upon  the  fretful,  whea  1  fotftu 
ihe  had  nothing  of  moment  to  fay  a 
me,  and  when  f  faw  her^inventian. 

Shrfinifed  oir  the  vt(iUefia«fiiiii«fii 
that  the  man  might  ga  away^n  .^gmm 
humour  wkh  himicUr. ' 

He  b<med  to'theevaondy  aad  wo«k 
have  taken  my  band,  his  lahifStia  tb 
other.  I  did  not  like  to  belv  c^oim 
nioneds  !•  withdrew  raiy  hand,  .b« 
toochaA  his  elbow  witii  a  motion^'  aa  i 
from  his  low  bow  i  had  fiippitfad  \^h 
ftttmgk  and  tvould  hav<e.haiped  Jita 
im-*«  A  Ihd  fl^,  it^nightibhaabaail 
ftidl.. 

'  A  mad  girl!*  fmiled  it  off  my  mo 
•thw.      ••   ••  '^v.    ♦:-:.i.:.v  ,  -  . 

H0  -  ¥Ni#*«^  i{«dia'^M)'«*kiM 
horft 
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horfe-bridle,  fturoped  back,  back,  back, 
homnr,  till  he  run  againtt  bis  fervant. 
1  langSed.  He  mounted  hit  hor(e.  I 
moaotcd  op  ftaira,  after  a  little  IcAure. 
**Aad  my  head  h  fo  filled  with  him, 
that  I  miift  Tcfome  my  intentioo)  in 
kopca  to  divert  you  for  a  few  mocnenta. 

Take  it  then— >His  heft  and  hiiworjl, 
as  I  iaid  before. 

Hickman  is  a  Cart  of  fiddling,  bufy, 
yet,  to  borrow  a  word  from  you,  um- 
#ij^.nian:  has  a  j^reat  deal  to  do,  and 
fcems  to  oie  to  dtfpatch  nothing.  Ir- 
reiblate  and  changeable  in  every -thing, 
bat  ttt  teazing  me  with  his  nonlenfe) 
which  yet,  it  is  evident,  he  muft  con- 
tinue upon  my  mother's  intereft  more 
than  upon  his  own  hopes;  for  none 
have  I  given  him. 

Then  I  have  a  quarrel  again  ft  hit 
face,  though  in  his  perfon,  for  a  well- 
thriven  man,  tolerably  genteel— Not 
to  his  features  fo  much  neither;  for 
what,  as  you  have  often  obferved,  are 
feahires  in  a  man  f— -But  Hickman, 
with  ftrong  lines,  and  big  cheek  and 
chin-bones,  has  not  the  manlinefs  in 
his  afpefl,  whrch  Lovelace  has  with 
theraoft  regnlar  and  agreeable  features. 

Then  what  a  fet  and  formal  mortal 
he  is  in  fbme  things!— I  have  not  been 
able  yet  to  laugh  him  out  of  his  long 
bib  and  beads.  Indeed,  that  is,  be- 
canfe  my  mother  thinks  they  become 
him;  and  I  would  not  be  fo  free  with 
bioi,astoown  I  (houldrifrix/^to  have  him 
leave  it  off.  If  he  did,  fo  particular  is 
dKuiaOy  he  would  certainly,  if  left  to 
himielf,  fall  into  a  Kin^.William*s- 
Ckavat,  or  (bme  fuch  antique  chin-cu- 
iuoa,  as  by  the  pictures  of  that  prince 
enelees  was  then  the  fafliion. 

As  to  his  drefs  in  general,  he  cannot 
iadeed  be  called  a  uoven,  but  fome- 
times  he  is  too  gaudy,  at  other  times 
too  plain,  to  be  uniformly  elegant. 
And  for  his  manners,  he  makes  fuch 
abuftle  with  them,  and  about  them,  as 
viouid  induce  one  to  fufpe^^  that  they 
are  more  ftrangers  than  familiars  to 
him.  You,  I  know,  lay  this  to  his 
fiaiiiilnefs  of  difobliging  or  offending. 
Indeed  your  over 'doers  generally  eive 
ihe  olfence  they  endeavour  to  avoid. 

The  man  however  is  honeft;  is  of 
&Bily$  has  a  clear  and  good  eijhite; 
and  may  one  day  be  a  baronet,  an*r 
jkede  you.  He  is  humane  and  bene, 
valent,  toterablr  generous,  as  people 
6yf  aid  m/  nigUihy  tev,  if  ( «t«uld 
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accept  of  his  bribes;  which  he  offers 
in  hopes  of  having  them  all  back  again, 
and  tne  MhsJ  i  nto  the  bargai  n .  A  me  - 
thod  taken  by  all  corrupters,  £hmi  old 
Satan,  to  the  loweft  of  his  (ervants, ' 
Yet,  to  ipeak  in  the  language  of  a  per- 
Ibn  I  am  bound  to  honour,  he  is  deem- 
ed a  fnutmt  man;  that  is  to  fay,  a 
good  mofu^r. 

Then  I  cannot  but  confeft,  that  now 
I  like  not  any.  body  better,  whatever  I 
did  once. 

He  is  no  fox -hunter:  he  keeps  a 
pack  indeed;  but  prefers  not  his  hounds 
to  his  fellow. creatures.  No  bod  fifrn 
for  a  wife,  I  own .  He  loves  his  horft; 
but  diflikes  racing  In  a  gaming  way, 
as  well  as  all  forts  of  gaming.  Then 
heisfober;  modeft;  theyAf,  virtuous j 
in  fiiort,  has  quiJities  that  mothers 
would  be  fond  of  in  a  huibaad  for  their 
daughters;  and  for  which  perhaps  their 
daughters  would  be  the  happier  could 
they  judge  as  well  for  themfelves,  at 
exnenence  poflibly  may  teach  tbem  to 
judge  for  their  fytMre  daughters. 

Neverthelefs,  to  own  the  truth,  I 
cannot  fay  I  love  the  man;  nor,  I  be- 
lieve, everihall. 

Strange!  that  thcfe  fober  fellows 
cannot  have  a  decent  fprightlinefs,  a 
modeft  aflurance  with  them  I  Something 
debonnaire;  which  need  not  be  fepa- 
rated  from  that  awe  and  reverence, 
when  they  addrefs  a  woman,  which 
ftlould  (hew  the  ardor  of  their  pafBon, 
rather  than  the  (heepifhnefs  of  their  na- 
ture; for  who  knows  not  that  love  de- 
lights in  taming  the  lion«-hearted?  That 
thole  of  the  fex,  who  are  moft  con- 
fcious  of  their  own  defeft  in  point  of 
Courage,  naturally  require,  and  there- 
fore as  naturally  prefer,  the  man  who 
has  moft  of  it,  as  the  moft  able  to  give 
them  the  requifite  proteftion?  That  the 
greater  their  own  cowardice,  as  it  would 
be  called  in  a  man,  the  greater  is  their 
delight  in  fubje^ts  of  heroifm?  As  may 
be  obferved  in  their  reading;  which 
turns  upon  difficulties  encountered, 
battles  fought,  and  enemies  overcome, 
four  or  five  hundred  by  the  prowefs  of 
one  fiiigle  herb,  the  more  improbable- 
the  better  t  in  fhort,  that  their  man 
fhould  be  a  hero  to  every-one  living  but 
themfelves;  and  to  them  know  no  bound 
to  bis  humility.  A  woman  has  fome 
glory  in  fbbduinea  heart  no  man  living 
can  appall;  and  hence  too  often  the 
htwOf  aiftmiing  the  hero,  .and  making 
U  bimfclf 
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kimfelf  faftfbr  OM,  faccceiiv  ts  «ily 

aberoflioiild. 

BiU  as  for  honed  Hickman,  tlie 
goovl  roan  U  fo  gemtraUj  meek,  as  I 
sipagioe,  that  I  know  not  wiiethrr  I 
have  any  freftrmet  paid  me  in  bit  ob* 
fequto\]fi»«r«.  And  thep,  when  I  rate 
him»  he  reeflos  to  be  fo  naturaUy  fitted 
for  rebuke,  and  fo  much  expe^  iCy 
that  I  know  not  how  to  difappoint 
liim»  whether  he  juft  then  deAvrw  it» 
or  not.  I  am  fure,  he  has  pulled  m« 
i^ny  a  tune  when  I  have  feen  him 
]pok  penitent  for  faults  ha  has  not 
committed,  whether  to  pity  or  Uogh  W 
him. 

You  and  I  have  oftea  ntrofiiOed 
x\kt  faces  and  minds  of  grown  peopk } 
that  is  to  fay,  hav^  formed  ima^^a 
from  their  prefent  appearances,  outtde 
and  in,  (as  far  as  the  manners  of  tha 
perfons  wouKl  juft  if y  us  in  the  latter) 
what  fort  of  6gures  they  made  when 
boys  and  girls.  And  I'll  tell  you  the 
lights  in  which  Hickman,  Solmes, 
and  LovEtACE,  our  three  heroes, 
have  appeared  to  me,  fuppofi^g  them 
boys  at  fchool. 

Solmes  1  have  Imagined  to  be  a  little 
Ibrdid  pilfenng  rogue,  who  would  pur- 
loin from  every  body,  and  beg  every 
boy*s  bread  and  butter  from  hims 
while,  as  I  have  heard  a  reptile  brag, 
be  would  in  a  winter-morning  fpit  up* 
on  his  thumbs,  and  fpnnd  his  own 
with  it,  that  he  might  keep  it  all  to 
liimfelf. 

Hickman,  a  great  ov^rgrawp,  lank- 

'    haired,  chubby  boy,  who  would  be 

bunched  and  punched  by  every. body) 

and  go  home  with  his  finger  in  hit  eye, 

and  tell  his  mother. 

While  Lovelace  I  have  foppofed  t 
ourl-  pated  villain,fullof  fire,  faAcy,  and 
mifcfaief  s  to  orchard -robber,  a  wall- 
cliinber,  a  horfe-rider  without  faddk 
or  bridle,  neck  or  nothing »  a  fturdy- 
logue,  in  ftiort,  who  would  kick  AM 
cuff,  and  do  no  right,  and  take  no 
wrong  of  any-body{  would^his  bead 
broke,  th?n  a  plaifter  for  it,  or  let  it 
heal  of  itfetfi  while  he  went  on  to  do 
rnort  niifchicf,  and  if  not  to  g^,  to  de- 
fer ve  broken  bones.  And  the  (amedif* 
pofirions  have  grown  up  with  them,  and 
diiUnguifti  them  as  mtm^  with  no  very 
material  alteration. 

Only,  that  all  men  aft  mnnkeyi 
more  or  left,  or  elie  that  you  and  I 
ihonld  kiv(  iucb  babooai  u  thdh  ta 


cbuie  out  of,  is  t  niortifytng  ttung,  tny 
dear. 

I  am  ieniiblei  that  I  am  a  little  out 
of  feafon  in  treating  thoa  IncficrooilT 
the  fobjeA  I  am  upon,  ^hile  you  are  ^ 
unhappyi  and  if  mj  manner  does  not 
divert  you>  as  my  nightinefles  ufed  t» 
<)o,  I  am  iaexcu fable  both  to  you,  and 
to  my  own  heart:  which,  I  do  afibco 
you,  hotwithftsnding  my  feeming  levi  - 
ty,  is  wholly  in  yourcaft. 

As  this  letter  is  entirely  whimficaij  I 
will  not  6ad  it  until  I  can  adbompany 
i^  with  fomething  more  (olid  and  better 
fuited  to  your  unhappy  circumftancesf 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  prefcnt  fubje^  of  > 
oar  correTpondence.  To-morrow,  aa 
I  tokl  you^  will  be  wholly  my  own, 
and  of  confeqnence  yours.  Adiea^ 
therefore,  till  then. 


LETTER    n. 

WISS  HOVB,  TO^^yflSS  CLARISSA 
UARLOWB. 

TVeSftAT  MOftN.    7  O^CLOca. 

MY  mother  and  coufm  are  already 
gone  off  in  our  chariot  and  four, 
attended  by  their  doughty  fquire  on 
horfeback,  and  he  by  tW  of  his  own 
fervants,  and  one  of  mv  mother*!. 
They  both  love  parade  waen  they  go 
abroad,  at  leaft  m  compliment  to  one 
nnother;  which  Ibews,  that  each  tbtMks 
the  other  does.  Robin  is  your  iervant 
and  mine,  and  nobody's  elfe— And 
the  day  is  all  my  own. 

I  muft  begin  with  blaming  you,  ray 
dear,  for  your  refolution  not  to  litigate 
for  your  right,  if  occafion  were  to  be 
given  yov.  Juftice  is  due  to  ourfdves, 
as  well  as  to  every-body  elie.  Still 
more  muft  I  blame  you  for  declaring  to 
your  aont  and  After,  that  you  will  luit 
lance  (as  they  will  tell  it  to  your  father 
and  brother)  the  declaration  muft  needs 

Bive  advantage  to  fpit  its  who  have  fo 
ttle  of  that  ^neroiity  for  which  y6ii 
•re  fomuch  diftiogutmed. 

TIpere  never  was  a  fpirit  in  the' world 
that  would  infult  whore  it  dm-ed^  bat 
it  would  creep  and  cringe  whcie  it 
darsd  nar.  Let  me  lemiml  yon  of  a 
ibnt«nce  of  yonr  own,  the  oc^oa  ft* 
which  I  hav«e  forrottent  That  littla 


I  iriU  always  accommodnta  theai- 

iciTca  to  the  temper  «f  ihole  llwy  would 

vork  «fmH»Wtll  ikvft  v^oa  a  ftaid^* 

tempotd 
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|faBipcredi|wib«  ■  Will  inlbltihe  neck 
«— Aa«1  anotiier  given  to  Mift  B tddulpb, 
opfBD  aa  ocoafioa  you  cannot  forget-^ 
If  we  afome  a  dignitjr  in  wliat  we  fry 
anil  doy  and  take  care  not  to  di%iaee 
by  arrogance  our  own  aflfumpdoa, 
every -b^  will  txcat  iM  with  rtfycSt 
aad  deference* 

1  remember  that  yon  once  made  an 
oMervation,  wbicb  yon  faid,  yqa  waa 
obltced  to  Mrs.  Norton  for,  and  Ibe  to 
bar  &thery  upon  an  excellent  preachery 
I  wbo  was  bat  an  indiiTerent  liver:  That 
I  to  excel  in  theory,  and  to. excel  in  prac- 
tice^ generally .  required  dfffefimt  ta- 
lenta$  which  did  not  alwaya  meet  in 
the  iame  perfon..  Do  yon,  my  dear,  (to 
whom  theory  and  pra^ice  art  the  fame 
tlung  in. alinoft every  bndable  quality) 
apply  the  obiervation  to  yiroritlf,  in 
this  particular  cafe,  where  relblution  is 
reqnued}  and  where  the  performance 
of  the  will  of  the  defnnft  is  the  quef- 
tioo— No  more  to  be  difpenfed  with  by 
fm  in  iN^ofe  favour  it  wasaude,  than 
by  aay-body  e\ik  who  have  only  them* 
Cilveain  view  by  breaking  through  it. 

I  know  bow  much  vou  defpifertcbes 
in  the  mains  bot  yet  it  behoves  you  to 
itMember,  that  in  one  inftance  you 
yoorfelf  have  judged  them  valuable-* 
la  thu  they  put  it  into  our  power  to  lay 
obligations;  while  the  want  of  that 
power  pots  a  perfon  under  a  neoeffity  of 
receiving  favoors—Reoetviagtbcin  pev- 
haps  from  gmdging  and  narrow  fpi. 
fiu,  who  know  not  how  to  confer  them 
with  that  fnce,  which  gives  the  prin- 
cipal merit  to  a  beneficent  a61ion.—- 
Refleft  upon  this,  my  dear,  and  fee 
how  it  agrees  with  the  declaration  you 
bave  made  to  your  aunt  and  fi(^er,  that 
yoa  would  not  refume  youreftateyweic 
you  to  be  turned  out  of  da<^,  and  re- 
doced  to  indigence  and  want.  Their 
very  fears  that  you  9uUl  refume,  point 
eat  to  you  the  Keceffiij  of  refuming  up- 
•n  the  treatment  you  meet  with. 

I  own,  that  (at  firft  reading)  I  was 
aroch  affe^ed  with  your  motber^s  let- 
ter ient  with  the  patterns.  A  ftrange 
neafure  however  from  a  mother;  for 
/edid  not  intend  to  infult  vou;  and  I 
eaanot  but  lament  that  fo  tenfible  and 
is  fine  a  woman  ihuaid  ftoop  to  fo  much 
art  as  that  letter  is  written  wi'ihi  and 
which  alio  appears  in  fome  of  the  con- 
viiiatiiOBs  yua  ban  given  aM  an  ao- 


eavnt  of*  See  yen  itot  tn  her  paftve- 
nels,  what  boilterous  fpirics  can  ob- 
tain irom  gentler,  merely  by  teaaiog 
and  ill-nature  ? 

I  know  the  pride  they  have  always 
taken  in  calling  you  an  Harlowo— C^- 
r^  HarlfWi^  to  formal  Mmd  fo  fit,  at 
every  word,  when  they  are  grave  or 
proudly  folemn.-^^Yoor  mother  hat 
learnt  it  of  them^— And  as  in  marriagi, 
lb  in  <ivf//,  has  been  taught  to  bury  her 
«wa  faferior name  and  ntmily  in  theirs. 
I  have  often  thought  that  the  fame  fpi- 
rit  governed  tbem»  in  this  piece  of  af« 
CeAatinn,  and  others  of  the  like  na- 
ture, fas 7rfMb<i«tf  Place,  and  fo-fortb, 
thowb  not  the  elder  brather^s  ^'P^- 
femid  ieat)  as  gofvemtd  the  tyraatTu- 
dor*^,  who  mairying  felifabeth,  the 
heirefs  af  the  honfe  of  York^  madb 
bimlelf  a  title  to  a  throne,  which  l«e 
would  not  otberwiih  have  had;  (bang 
but  a  bafe  defendant  of  the  Lancafter 
line)  and  proved  a  gloomy  and  vile 
huAmd  to  her;  for  no  either  caufe, 
than  be<;aure  Ibe  had  laid  him  under 
obligations  which  bis  pride  woold  nat 
permit  him  to  own.— Neir  would  the 
unprinoely  wretch  marry  her  till  he  was 
in  pofleffion  of  the  crown,  that  he 
mi^ht  nat  be  foppoftd  to  owe  it  to  ber 
claim. 

You  have  chidden  me,  and  again 
will,  I  doubt  not,  for  the  iibertiea  I 
take  with  fome  of  your  relations.  Bnt^ 
my  dear,  need  I  tell  voa,  that  pride  in 
wrfihoes  muft,  artd  forever  will,  pro- 
voke contempt,  and  bring  down  upon 
ua  abatement  from  •thers  ^-*-Hsve  we 
not,  in  the  cafe  of  a  celebrated  bard, 
obftrv«d,  that  thofe  who  aim  at  more 
than  their  due,  will  be  refufed  the  ho- 
nours they  mav 'juftly  claim?— -I  am 
very  loth  to  oi^nd  you ;  yet  I  cannot 
help  fpeaking  of  your  relations,  as 
well  asaf  orhers,  as  I  think  they  de< 
fcrve.  Fraift  or  dij^ra^^  i>  the  re- 
ward or  punifliment  which  the  world 
confers  or  infii6^»^on  merit  ox  demerit  i 
and,  for  my  part,  I  neither  can  nor 
will  confound  them  in  the  application. 
I  defpifeth^in  all,  but  your  mother} 
indeed  I  t{<h  And  as  for  her—But  I 
will  fpai-e  the  good  lady  for  your  fake 
-^And  one  argument,  indeed,  1  think 
may  be  pleaded  in  ber  favour,  in  the 
prefent  contention— She  who  has  for  fo 
many  yean,  and  vrithrucli  abiolute  n- 
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figlMtioii,  borne  wbat  §»  bit  barne, 
.  to  the  facrifice  of  her  own  will,  msy 
thiak  it.an  eaiier  tafl&thasi  analher  per* 
'  fon  can  imagine  it,  for  her  daughter  to 
.jj^ive'up^i^^V.     But  to  think  to  whofe 
in  (ligation  ail  this  is  originally  owing 
<N--God  forgive  me;  but  with  fuch  ufage 
J  (hould  have  been  with  Lovelace  be- 
fore now!   Yet  remember^  my  dear* 
that  the  ftep  which  would  not  be  won- 
dered at  from  fuch  an  baft^- temped 
.creature  as  me,  would  be  inexcuiable 
4n  fueh  a  coniiderate  per  Ion  as  you. 

After  your  mother  bsit  been  thus 
.drawn  in  againft  ber  judgment,  I  am 
,the  left  furprifed,  that  your  aunt  Her- 
vey  ibould  go  along  wttn  hen  ^^^^  ^'^ 
two  filbrs  never  fepitfate.  I  have  en- 
•^uirod  into  the  .nature  of  the  obliga- 
tion which  Mr.  Hervey's  indijEoeiit 
conduA  in  bis  affairs  has  laid  bim  un- 
der*-**It  is  only,  it  fcems,  that  your 
brother  has  paid  off  for  him  a  mort- 

S^g^  upon  one  pact  of  his  eftate,  which 
le  mortg^g^  was  about  to  fbredofiis 
anii  taku)  it  upon  bimfelf.  A  fmall 
favour  (as  he  has  ample  iecurity  in  bis 
hands)  from  kindrcn  to  kindred  :•  but 
fuch  a  one,  it  is  plain,  48  has  laid  the 
whole  familv  of  the  Herveys  under  ob- 
ligation to  the  ungenerous  lender,  wbo 
has  treated  him,  and  his  aunt  too^  (as 
Mifs  Dolly  Hervey  has  privately  com- 
plained) with  the  lefs  ceremony  ever 
unce. 

Muft  I,  my  dear,  call  fuch  a  crea- 
ture your  br9tberP~^l  believe  I  muft 
— Becaufe  be  is  your  fatbir*s  fon. 
There  is  no  hum,  I  hope,  in  faying 
that. 

I  am  concerned,  that  you  ever  wrote 
at  all  to  him.  It  was  talcine  too  much 
notice  of  him:  it  was  adding  to  bis 
ielffignificance}  and  a  call  upon  bim 
to  treat  you  with  infolence.— A  call 
which  you  might  h^ve  been  aflured  be 
would  not  fail  toanfwer. 

But  fuch  a  pretiy  mailer  as  this,  to 
tun  riot  again  it  fuch  a  man  as  Love- 
lace^ who  had  taught  him  to  put  his 
fword  into  his  fcabbard,  when  he  bad 
pulled  it  out  by  accidentl—Thefe  in- 
door iofolents,  who,  turning  themfeives 
into  bugbears,  frighten  women,  chil- 
dren, and  fervants,  are  generally  era* 
vena  among  men.  Were  be  to  come 
fairly  crofs^me,  and  (ay  to  ray  face 
fonie  of  the  free  things  whicb  I  am 


told  belias  faid  of  me  behind  my  back* 
pr  that  (as  by  your  account)  be  hao 
fold  of  our  fex,  I  would  take  upoo 
myfelf  to  aik  him  two  or  three  quef- 
tions;  although  he  were  to  fend  wu  a 
.  challenge  likewife. 

I  repeat.  You  know  that  I  will  fpeak 
my  mind,  and  iMrite  it  too.  He  is  not 
my  brother.  Can^  you  fay,  be  \%ymrMf 
-~So,  for  your  life,  if  you  are  juft, 
you  can^t  be  angry  with  me:  for  would 
you  fide  with  a  /alfe  hroiber  againft  a 
irut  friend  f  A  brother  may  jm<  be  a 
friend:  but  a  friend  will  be  akwmps 
•a  brother^AI«r</  tbatt  2s  your  uncfe 
Tom  fays ! 

I  cannot  defcend  fo  low,  as  to  take 
-very  particular  notice  of  the  epiftles  of . 
thefepoor  (buls,  whom  you  call  uncles. 
Yet  I  love  to  divert  myfelf  with  fucb 
grotefque  charaAers  too.  But  I  know 
tbentf  and  love  y&u;  and  fo  cannot 
make  tbe  jeft  of  them  which  their  ab- 
furditieU  call  for. 

You  cbtde  me,  my  dour*,  for  my 
freedoms  with  relations  dill  nearer  and 
dqirer  to  you,  than  either  uncles  or 
brother  or  lifter.  You  had  better  have 
permitted  me  (uncorre£led)  to  have 
taken  my  own  way.  Do  not  tbole 
freedoms  ntturally  arife  from  the  fub- 
je6l  before  us?  And  from  iM/bom  arilea 
that  fubjefi,  I  prav  you  ?  Can  you  for 
one  quarter  of  an  hour  put  vourfelf  in 
my  place,  or  in  the  place  of^  thofe  who 
are  ftill  more  inditterent  to  the -cafe 
than  I  can  be— If  you  raw— But  al- 
though I  have  you  not  often  at  advan- 
tage, I  will  not  pufli  you. 

Permit  me,  however,  to  fobjoin. 
That  well  may  your  father  love  your 
mother,  as  you  fay  be  does.  A  wife 
who  has  no  will  but  his!  But  wet« 
there  not,  think  you,  fome  ftruggles 
between  them  at  firft,  gout  out  of  tbe 
queftion  ?  —  Your  mother,  when  a 
maiden,  had,  as  I  have  heard,  (and  tt 
is  very  likely)  a  good  ihare  ot  thofe 
lively  fpirits  which  (he  liked  in  your 
father.  She  has  none  of  them  now. 
How  came  they  to  be  diflipated  ?— Aht 
my  dear!— ^he  has  been  too  long  refi- 
dent  in  Trophonius*s  Cave,  I  doubt')-* 

Let  me  add  one  refledion  upon  this 
fubjeft,  and  fo  entitle  myfelf  to  your 
correction  for  all  at  once.— It  is  upon 
the  conduA  of  thofe  wives  (for  yon 
and  I  know  more  than  one  fucb)  who 


•  See  Vol.  L  Utter  XXVIU.       t  Spcdator,  Vol.  Vlll.  No.  599. 
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biisfEor  lliemfelvet  to  bt  ottt-blofter; 
rind  outt- gloomed  of  their  own  wilU^ 
iaieid  of  beinfr  fooled  out  of  them  hf 
lAsof  tendemefs  and  complairftnce.— 
IiriS),  that  it  docs  not  demon ftraCe  too 
mdently,  that,  with  Tome  of  the  frx; 
iciblcAt  controul  is  a  more  cftcaciont 
(abdocrtban  kindnefs  or  concefllion. 
UpoB  my  life*  my  dear,  I  have  often 
tb^t,  that  many  of  us  are  mere  bs* 
bid  in  matrimony:  perrcrfe  fools, 
vbm  too  much  indulged  and  humour- 
(d;  creeping  (laves,  when  treated  harAi- 
It.  But  £ail  it  be  faid,  that  fear 
■ikes  us  more  gentle  obtifftrt  than 
i(^f_Forbid  it,  honour!  forbid  it, 
jntitode!  forbid  it,  juftice  1  that  any 
voman  of  fenfe  fhould  give  occafion  to 
Uve  ibis  faid  of  her! 
Did  I  think  you  would  have  any 
naaner  of  doai>t,  from  the  ftyle  or  con- 
tents of  this  letter,  whofe  faucy  pen  it 
itdiat  has  run  on  at  this  rate,  I  would 
vrite  my  name  at  length;  (ince  it  comes 
too  much  from  my  heart  to  difaroyv  it: 
hit  at  prelent  the  initials  ihall  ferve; 
lad  I  will  go  on  again  dire^ly. 

A.  H. 


LETTER    III. 

MISS  HOWE,   TO   MISS   CLAHISSA 
HARLOWE. 

THVaSOAT  Mom.  10  0*CL0CK 
(MAa.23.) 

I  Will  noftpone,  or  perhaps  pafs  by, 
ieverai  obfervations  which  I  had  to 
nake  on  other  oarta  of  your  letters;  to 
acquaint  you,  that  Mr.  Hickman,  when 
in  London,  found  an  opportunity  to  en  - 
^ire  after  Mr.  Loveiace*s  town  life 
iad  converfation. 

At  the  Cocoa  Tree  in  Pall  Mall  he 
iA\  in  with  two  of  his  intimates,  the 
sue  named  Behon,  the  other  Mow- 
Way;  both  very  free  of  fpeech,  and 
probably  as  free  in  their  lives:  but  the 
vaitaa  paid  them  great  nefpeA;  and  on 
Mr.  Hiekman*s  enquiry  after  their 
daraficn,  called  them  men  of  fortune 
«MlloDoar. 

'They  began  to  ulk  of  Mr.  Love* 
^  or  their  own  accord^  and  upon 
IK  gendemen  in  the  room  aflting, 
^l^lwn  thCT  exposed  him  in  town,  an* 
faitd,  ITiat  very  day,    Mr,  Hick. 
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man  (a«  they  botb>  went  on  pnifinr 
Lovehce)  faid.  He  had  indeed  hean^ 
that  Mr.  Lovthcc  wa«  a  very  fine  |ren* 
tleman—- and  was  proceeding,  whea 
one  of  them,  nttrmipting  him,  (hid, 

*  Only,  Sir,  the  fineft  geotlemaii  is 

*  the  world;  diat*sall.* 

And  fo  he  led  them  on  to  expatiate 
more  particnlariy  on  his  qualities j 
which  they  vrere  very  fond  of  doings 
bat  ihfd  not  one  iingle  word  in  behalf 
of  hit  moT^t^^MiiM  tbai  alio,  in  your 
uncle's  ftyle. 

Mr.  Hickman  faid,  That  Mr.  Love, 
lace  was  very  happy,  as  he  nnderftooi, 
in  the  efteem  of  the  Udiee;  and,  fmil* 
in^,  to  make  them  beKeve  he  did  not 
think  amift  of  it,  that  he  pushed  hit 
good  fortnneas  hr  as  it  would  go. 

« Well  pnt,  Mr.  Hickman!*  tbonght 
I ;  equally  grave  and  fage— .«  Thou 

*  feemcft  not  to  be  a  ftranger  to  their 
«  diaWa,  as  I  fuppofe  this  is.*  But  I 
faid  nothing;  for  1  bavf  often  tried  to 
find  out  this  mighty  iooer  man  of  my 
mother's  t  but  hitherto  have  only  t6 
fay,  that  he  is  either  very  moral,  or 
very  conning. 

*  No  doubt  of  if,'  replied  one  of 
them ;  and  out  came  an  oath,  with-  a 

*  Who  would  notr-^-That  he  did  at 
every  young  fellow  would  do. 

*  Very  true!*  faid  my  mother's  pti«. 
riun-— *  Bnt  I  hear  ke  is  in  treaty  with 

*  a  fine  lady.* 

So  he  was,  Mr.  Bdton  faid«*<  The 
<  devil  fetch  her!*  [Vile brute!]  for  fhe 
enerofied  all  his  time-^But  that  the 
lady's  family  ought  to  be— fonething 
*«[Mr.  Hickman  defired  to  be  ex^ 
cufed  repeating  what-— though  he  had 
repeated  what  was  worfe]  and  might 
dearly  repent  their  ufage  of  a  man  of 
his  family  and  merit. 

'  Perhaps  they  may  think  him  too 

*  wild,'  cried  Hickman:  *  and  theirs 

*  is,  I  hear,  a  very  fober  family.' 

<  SOBBI.!'  faid  one  of  them  t  '  a 
«  good  honeft  word,  Dick!— Where 

*  the  det il  has  it  lain  ail  this  time?-*« 

*  D—  me  if  I  have  heard  of  it  in  thit 
'  fenfe,  ever  fince  I  was  at  college  i 
'  And  then!'  faid  be,  '  %re  bandied  it 
'  about  among  twenty  of  us,  as  aa 
«  obfolete.' 

Thefe,  my  dear,  are  Mr.  Lovelace's 
companions:  you'll  be  pleaftd  to  take 
nutict  if  that! 

Mr.  Hickman  faid,  This  put  him 
out  Qf  countenance. 

I  flared 


IS* 

I  ftared  at  huBt  and  whh  ^di  a 
fftantng^  in  my  efcs*  at  he  knew  how 
to  take;  and  (b  waa  out  of  couate» 
saaec^  again.  m 

0on*t  yon  wnitmbcr,  my  dear»  who 
it  wot  that  told  a  yoime  gentieman  dei> 
figncd  for  the  rowR»  ^Imo  owned  that 
be  waa*  apt  to  be  too  eafiiy  put  ovt  of 
countenance  when  he  eame  into  free 
company}  That  it  waa  a  bad  fign;  that 
it  lookra  aa  if  hit  morah  woe  not 
pcoef }  hot  that  hit  good  diljpoiition 
leemed  rather  the  effeA  of  acetdent  and 
cdocatJoDy  than  of  fvch  a  choice  at 
waa  fonnded^  upon  prinoiple?  And 
don*t  yon  know  the  lefibn  the  very  fame 
young  lady  safehim.  To  endeavour  to 
ftem  and  difcouAtenaace  wce»  and  to 
glory  in  being  an  adfocate  in  all  com* 
pontes  for  virtoe^  pftitlcttlarly  obfertr- 
fngy  That  it  was  natural  for  a  man  to 
Ihnn  or  to  give  uo  what  he  was  afliamed 
of?  Which  ihe(lioQld1>cibrrv  to  think 
iif  caic  on  this  occafion :  addin^»  that 
Ttee  was  a  coward,  and  would  hide  it*t 
liead,  when  oppofed  by  fnch  a  virtue  aa 
had  prefirn^e  of  mind,  and  a  full  per- 
fuafion  of  it's  own  rt^nde  to  iup> 
port  it.  The  lady,  you  may  remem- 
bcr,  modeliiy  put  her  doArine  into  the 
mouth  of  a  worthy  nreachery  Dr.  Lewi 
en,  as  (he  ufes  to  do,  when  Ihe  has  a^ 
mind  not  to  be  thought  to  be  what  (he 
is  at  fa  early  an  agej^  and  that  it  may- 
give  more  weight  to  any-thing  Jbe  btt 
upon,  ibai  might  appear  tolerabU,  was 
her  modeft  manner  of  fpeech. 

Mr.  Hickmant  upon  the  wholoi  pro* 
fefled  to  me,  upon  his  ficmd  ncovery^ 
'  that  he  had  no  reafon  to  think  well  of 
^r.  Lovelace's  morals,  from  what  ht 
heard  of  him  in  townt  yet  his  two  inti* 
tnates  talked  of  hit  betncr  more  regular 
than  he  ufed  to  bet  tliat  he  had  made  a 
very  good  refolution,  that  of  old  Tom 
Wharton  was  the  exnreffion.  That  he 
would  never  gPV0  a  chaUenge*  nor  re* 
fiifi  onej  which  they  praiti^d  in  him 
highly;  that,  in  Aiort,  he  was  a  very 
brave  fellow,  and  the  molt  -  agreeable 
companion  in  the  world  ^  and  would  ont 
day  make  a  great  fieure  in  his  country; 
fince  there  was  nothing  he  vraa  not  ca* 
pableof. 

I  am  afraid  that  his  laft  afiertion-  is 
loo  true.  And  this,  my  dear,  is  all  that 
Mr.  Hickman  couldpidi  up  about  him: 
and  is  it  not  enough  to  determine  fuch 
a  mind  at  yours,  if  not  e^eady  deter- 
mined > 
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Yet  ft  muftbe  faid  tft»,  that  if  therf 

be  a  woman  in  the  world  that  can  tc* 
claim  him,  it  is  you.  And»  by  your  ac- 
count of  hit  behaviour  in  the  interview 
between  you,  I  own  I  have  fome  hope 
of  him.  At  leaft,  this  I  will  fay,  that 
all  the  argumqits  he  then  ufed  with  you, 
feem  to  be  j  uft  and  right:  and  i  f  you  are 
to  be  his— >But  no  more  of  that  3  he  can* 
not,  after  all,  deierve  you. 


LEITTER    IV. 

Mist  HOWS,  TO   MISS   Cl^ARISSA 

HARLOWE. 

THvaSDAT  AVTEIKOON,  ISABCMl}. 

AN  onexpe5ied  vifitor  has  turned 
the  coiu-fe  of  my  thoughts,  and 
changed  the  fubjeA  I  had  intended  10 
purfue.  The  onl^  one  for.  whom  I 
would  have  difpenfed  with  my  refolu- 
tion  not  to  fee  any -body  all  the  dedi- 
cated dayt  a  viHtor,  whom,  according 
to  Mr.  Hickman's  report  from  the  ex- 
pectations of  his  libertine  friends,  I 
fuppofed  to  be  in  town.— Now,  m  v  dear, 
have  I  faved  myfelf  the  trouble  oY  tell, 
ing  you,  that  it  was  vour  too- agreeable 
rake.  Our  fex  is  faid  to  love  to  trade  in. 
furprizesi  yet  have  I,  by  my  prompti- 
tude, furpnaed  myfelf  out  of  mine.  I 
had  intended,  vou  muft  know,  to  run: 
twice  the  length,  before  I  had  fuffbed 
you  ib  much  as  to  guefs  who,  and  whe- 
ther man  or  woman,  my  vifitor  was  s- 
but  fince  you  have  the  difcovery  at  lb 
cheap  a  rate,  von  are  welcome  to  it. 

The  end  or  bis  coming  was,  to  ei- 
'  ijge  my  intereft  with  my  cbitrmitm 
^rtend\  and  as  he  was  fore  that  I  kne 
all  your  mind,  to  acquaint  him  what  I 
had  to  truft  to. 

He  mentioned  what  had  pafied  in  tl 
interview  between  you :  but  could  m 
be  latisfied  with  the  refult  of  it,  «« 
with  the  I  ittiefatisfa&ion  he  had  obtati 
ed  from  you;  the  malice  of  your  famil 
to  him  ittcrealing,  and  their  cruelty  I 
you  not  abating.  His  heart,  he  told  im 
was  in  tumults,  for  fear  you  Ihould  h 
prevailed  upon  in  favour  of  a  man 
ipifed  by  every-body. 

He  gave  me  freih  inftancea  of 
ikities  cafk  upon  himielf  by  your  iil 
and  brother;  and  declared,  that  if  ^ 
fuffered  yourfdf  to'be  forced  iat» 
anns  of  the  masi  for  wfaofe  fake  be 
loaded  with  undtftnrcd  abiiies. 
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ioQldbe  one  of  die  younpft*  a$  ]ro« 
«Diild  beoBc  •£  the  lovelieft  widows  in 
Eagiaad:  aod  that  be  wovid  moreover 
caii  voiir  brother  to  account  for  the  li* 
berties  he  taket  with  bit  cbaraAer  to 
tnry«o«e  be  meets  with. 

Hepropofed  fevenil  fcfalmet,  for  yoa 
to  chufe  Same  one  of  xhem»  i«  order  to 
tnaUeyou  to  avoid  the  Dcrfecutioosyou 
bhoar  under:  onel  will  mention.  That 
voo  will  jerumeyoarcftattj  and  if  you 
iad  di€coltie«  that  can  be  no  other* 

,  wik  furmoantcd,  that  yoia  will,  cither 
arowedly  or  privately,  at  he  had  pro- 
posed to  you,  accept  of  Lady  Betty  Law> 
xaacc*s  or  Lord  M/t  ailiftance  to  iniiate 
jM  in  it.  He  declared,  that  if  you  did, 
K  ««iild  leave  abfolutely  to  your  own 
pkafure  afterwards,  and  to  the  advice 
which  your  couiin  Morden  on  his  arrt- 
ral  fiiould  giTC  you,  whether  to  encou- 
lage  bis  addrcfs,  or  not»  as  you  fliould 

I  k  convinced  of  the  fmcerity  of  the  re- 
formation which  his  enemies  make  him 
ib  much  want. 

I  had  DOW  a  |;ood  opportun  i  t  y  to  foim  d 
Mn.ts  you  wtibed  Mr. Hickman  would 
Loid  M.  as  to  the  continued  or  dimi- 
nilMd  favour  of  the  ladies,  and  of  his 
lordfliip,  towards  you,  upon  their  being 
acqaainted  with  the  animofity  of  your 
Ttbtions  to  thenr-y  as  well  as  to  their 
kj&^n.  I  laid  hold  of  the  opportu« 
My,  and  he  fatitfied  me,  by  reading 
fiKK  parages  of  a  letter  he  had  about 
kim,  (irom  Lord  M.  That  an  alliance 
vith  you,  and  that  on  the  foot  of  vour 
e«n  bogle  merit,  would  be  the  moft  lie- 
inhk  event  to  them  that  could  hap- 
pet:  and  to  far  to  the  purpofe  of  your 
«)ftcd  en^iry  does  his  lordflbip  go  in 
tm  letter,  that  he  aflures  him,  that 
itrhattTcr  you  fufferin  fortune  from  the 
of  your  relations  on  his  ac- 
he and  Lady  Sarah  and  Lady 
vriU  join  to  make  it  up  to  him. 
i  yet  that  the  reputation  ot  a  ^Mnily 
'id,  would,  no  doubt,  inncale 
importance  to  the  honour  of 
onke  thcD  prefer  a  general  con- 

I  f  told  him,  at  you  yourfelf  I  knew 

done,  that  you  were  extremely 

'  to  Mr.  $oa*nesj  and  that,  might 

Mt  to  WW  Ofum  choice,  it  wouid 

lite.  Attokin&iel^lpiain- 

ityoahadcicatABd  joftob- 

to  him  on  the  fcorce  of  hit  oart* 

that  it  wat  furprisingy  that 

lAo  gave  tbemfelTCS  the  liberties 
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he  wat  Aid  to  take*  iiould  prtfnme  tm 
think,  that,  whenever  they  took  itSnttt 
dieir  headt  to  marry,  the  moH  virtuous 
and  worthy  of  the  lex  were  to  fall  ta 
their  lot:  that  as  to  the  refumptioo,  it 
bad  been  verv  ttronglv  urged  by  ray- 
felf,  and  would  be  ftill  further  urged  | 
though  yon  had  been  hitherto  aveiietu 
tbatmeafures  that  your  chief  reliance 
and  hopes  were  upon  your  coufin  Mor« 
dent  and  that  to  fufpend  or  gain  timu 
till  be  arrived,  was,  as  I  believed^  your 
principal  aim. 

I  tuld  him.  That  with  regard  to  the 
mifchief  he  thnatened,  neither  the  aft 
nor  the  menace  cotild  Icrve  any  end  hue 
theirs  who  perfecuted  yoU}  as  it  would 
give  them  a  pretence  forcarr)-ing  tnte 
eA'i'A  thetr  compulfory  proje&s;  and 
that  with  the  approbation  of  all  the 
world)  fiace  he  muft  not  think  the 
publick  would  not  give  it*s  voice  in  fa^^ 
vour  of  a  violent  young  man,  of  no  cx« 
traordinary  cbara6ler  at  to  morals, whe 
(hould  feek  to  rob  a  family  of  eminence 
of  a  child  To  valuable;  and  who  threa- 
tened, if  he  could  not  obtain  her  in  pre« 
ferenceto  a  man  chofen  by  themfeJves* 
that  he  would  avenge  himlelf  upon  them 
all  by  aAs  of  violence. 

I  added.  That  he  was  very  much 
millaken,  if  he  thought  to  intimidate 
jou  by  fuch  menaces  t  for  that,  though 
your  difpoiition  was  all  fweetnets,  yet 
I  knew  not  a  fteadier  temper  in  th^  world 
than  yoursj  nor  one  more  inflexible* 
^as  your  friends  had  found,  and  would 
(till  farther  find,  if  they  continued  to 
giveoccafjon  for  it^s  exertion)  when- 
ever you  thought  yourfelf  in  the  right) 
and  that  you  were  ungeneroufly  (kalt 
wi^h  in  matters  of  too  much  moment  to 
be  indifferent  about.     ^  Mifs  Clariflfa 

<  Harlowe,  Mr.  Lovelace,  let  me  tell 

*  you,*  faid  J,  '  timid  as  her  forefighc 

*  and  prudence  may  make  her  in  fome 

*  caies,  where  fhe  apprehends  dangers 

*  ta  thofe  (be  loves,  is  above  fear,  ia 
'  points  where  her  honour,    and  the 

*  true  dignity  of  heri'ex,  are  concerned. 

*  ••dn  (hort,  Sir^  you  muft  not  think 

<  to  frighten  Mifs  C5larifla  Harlowe  into 

*  fuch  a  mean  or  unworthy  conduft  as 

*  only  a  weak  or  unfteady  mind  can  be 

*  guilty  of.* 

He  was  {b  very  far  from  intending  te 
intimidate  yod,  he  faid,  that  he  befov^t 
me  not  to  mention  one  word  to  you  of 
what  had  pafled  between  usi  that  what 
be  bad  hinted  at,  which  carried  the  air 

of 


•CLAmSSA    KARI.OWF. 


158 

•f  a  menace,  wtt  owia^  to  the  fervor  of 
kts  fpirits,  raifed  by  bis  appt^heofiona 
of  lofing  all  hope  or  you  for  ever;  and 
•Q  a  fuppofition,  that  you  were  to  be 
a£^ually  forced  into  the  armt  of  a  man 
you  hated :  that  were  this  to  be  the  cafe, 
be  mttft  own,  that,  he  fhould  pay  very 
kttle  regard  to  the  world,  or  it's  cen- 
fures ;  cfpecially  as  the.  menaces  of 
ibnie  of  yoor  family  now,  and  their  tri^ 
umpb  over  him  afterwards,  would  both 
provoke  and  warra;)tall  the  vengeance 
he  could  take. 

He  added,  that  all  the  countries  in  the 
world  were  alike  to  him,  but  on  your 
account:  fo  that  whatever  he  (hould 
think  fit  to  do,  were  you  loft  to  bimt  he 
ibould  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
the  laws  of  this. 

I  did  not  like  the  determined  air  he 
fpoke  this  wiUi:  he  is  certainly  capable 
of  great  raflinefs. 

.  He  palliated  a  little  this  ficrcenefs, 
(which  by  the  way  I  warmly  cenfu red) 
by  faying,  That  while  you  remain 
iingle,  he  will  bear  all  the  indignities 
that  fliall  be  caft  upon  him  by  your  fii- 
inily.  But  would  you  throw  yourlclf, 
if  you  were  ftill  farther  driven,  into  any 
c/i9^r  proteflion,  if  not  Lord  M.'s,  or 
that  of  the  ladies  of  his  family,  into  my 
mother's*,  fuppofe;  or  would  you  go 
to  London  to  private  lodgings,  where 
be  would  never  vifit  you,  unlefsbehad 
your  leave,  (and  '  from  whence  you 
might  make  your  own  terms  with  your 
relations;)  he  would  be  entiixly  fat  is - 
fisdi  and  would,  as  he  had  faid  before, 
wait  the  eiFeft  of  your  coufin*s  arrival, 
and  your  free  detei*mination  as  to  his 
own  fat e.»— Adding,  That  he  knew 
the  family  lb  well,  and  how  much  fixed 
they  were  upon  their  meafores,  as  well 
as  tlie  abfolute  dependence  they  had 
upon  your  temper  and  principles,  that 
be  could  not  but  apprehend  the  worft, 
while  you  remained  in  their  power,  and 
under  the  influence  of  their  perfuaiion 
and  menaces. 

We  had  a  great  deal  of  other  dif- 
courfe:  but  as  the  reciting  of  the  reft 


would  be  but  a  repetition  of  imny  of 
the  things  that  paflled  between  you  and 
him  in  the  interview  between  you  in  the 
Wood  Houfe,  I  refer  myfelf  to  your  me- 
niory  on  that  occaHon  f . 

And  now,  my  dear,  upon  tbe  whole, 
I  thinkjt  behoves  you  to  make  your- 
felf  independent:  all  then  will  hU  right. 
This  man  is  a  violent  man,     I  Ibould 
wifli,  methinks,  that  you  (hould  not 
have  either  him  or  Solmes.     You  will 
find,  if  you  get  out  of  your  brother** 
and  lifter's  way,  what  you  cam  or  cawnt 
do,  with  TV^ard  to  either.     If  your  re- 
lations perhft  in  their  foolifli  fcheme,  I^ 
think  I  will  take  his  hint,  and,  ata|»rD. 
per  opportuiiity,   found   my   mother. 
Mean  time,  let  me  have  your  clear  opi- 
nion  of  the  refumption,  which  I  joia 
with  Lovelace  in  advifing.     Vou  can 
but  fee  how  your  demand  will  work. 
To  denumd^  is  not  to  litigate.     But  be 
your  refolution  what  it  will,  do  aothy 
any  means  repeat  to  them,  that  you  will 
not  aftert  your  right.     If  they  go  on  to 
ffive  jou  provocation,  you  may  have 
fuificient  reafon  to  change  your  mind: 
and  let  them  expe£l   that    you    nviU 
change  it.     They  have  not  the  gene* 
rofity  to  treat  you  the  better   for  dif. 
claiming  the  power  they  |cnow  you  have. 
7hdt^  I  think,  need  hot  now  be  told  you. 
I  am,  my  deareft  friend,  and  will   be 
ever,jw«r  mofl  affectionate  emdfaithfml 

Anka  Howe. 


LETTER    V. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MiSa 
HOWE. 

WIVN.  MIGHT,  MAKCIt  »«. 

ON  the  report  made  by  my  aunt  and 
(iftcr  of  my  ohfiinac^^  my  aflembled 
relations  have  taken  an  unamimoeu  relb^ 
lution  (at  Betty  tells  me  it  is)  aninfl 
me.  This  refolution  you  will  find  iwn». 
fied  to  me  in  the  inclofed  letter  from  m^ 
brother,  juft  now  broughtme.  Beplealed 


■  *  Pethaps  It  will  be  unneceflVry  to  remind  the  reader,  that  although  Mr.  Lovelace  pro- 
pofes  (as  above)  to  Mifs  Howe,  that  her  fab  friend  fliould  have  recourfe  to  the  prote^fioa 
of  Mrs.  Howe,  if  farther  driven  \  yet  be  had  artfolly  taken  care,  hy  means  of  his  agent  in  c|» 
Harlowe  family,  not  only  to  inflame  the  family  ajpinft  her,  but  to  deprive  htr  of  Mrs.  Ho^cV 
and  of  every  other  protection,  being  from  thd  irft  refolved  to  leduce  her  (q  an  ahfeliaia  ela 
pendcace  upon  himfelf.  See  Vol.  I,  Letter  XXXL 
t  6<e  Vol.  I.  Letter  XXX VL 
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'  with  Mr.  Solmet,  and  after  you  hzrt 
'  heard  wbat^our  friends  (hali  further 
^  urge  in  hit  behalf,  Hohardened  bt 

*  clandeftinecorrefpondencei,  you  Oiafl 
'  convince  them,   that  Vir^irt  Amor 

*  omnibus  idem  (for  the  application  of 
'  which  I  refer  you  to  the  Geor^ick  as 

*  tmnflated  hv  Dryden)  is  verified  in 

*  you,  at  well  at  in  the  reft  of  the  ani- 

*  mal  creatioQ;  and  that  you  cannot^ 

<  or  will  not,  forego  your  prepoiTeflion 

*  in  favour  of  the  morale  the  viriuoufp 

*  the  piotu  Lovelace,  (I  would  pleat*  • 

*  you  if  I  could!]  it  will  then  be  con- 

*  udered,  whether  to  humour  you,  or  t9 

*  /enounce  you  for  ever. 

*  It  it  hoped,  that  at.  you  mi//  go, 

*  you  will  ^  chearfully.  Your  uncle 
'  Antony  will  mike  ev^.thing  at  his 

*  boufe  agreeable  to  you.    But  indeed 

*  he  won*t  promile,  that  he  will  not,  at 
'  proper  times,  draw  up  the  bridge. 

.'  Your  vifi tort,  beHdet  Mr.  Solmef, 
'  will  be  mylelf,  if  you  permit  me  that 

*  honour,  Mlfs  Clary;  your  fifter;  and, 

<  at  you  behave  to  Mr.  Solmet,  your 

*  aunt  Hervey,  and  your  uncle  Har- 

*  lowe;  and  yet  the  two  latter  will 
'  hardlv  come  neither,  if  the^f  think  it 
'  will  be  to  hear  your  ^Jt^inittg  voca^ 

*  //i;^/.— Betty  Barnes  will  be  your  at- 

*  tendantt  ana  I  mud  needt  tell  you, 
'*  Mi  ft,  that  we  none  of  us  think  the 

*  worfe  of  the  faithful  maid,  for  your 

<  diilike  of  berj  although  Betty,  who 
'  would  be  glad  to  oblige  you,  laments 

*  it  at  a  misfortune. 

'  Your  anfwer  is  required,  whether 

*  you  cbearfuUy  confent  to  go?  And 
'  your  indulgent  mother  bids  me  re- 
'  mind  you  from  her,  That  a  fortnight's 
'  viGts  tirom  Mr.  Solmet,  are  all  that 

<  is  meant  at  prefent. 

'  I  am,  at  you  ihail  be  pleafed  to  de- 

*  kvvc, jours,  Sec, 

'  James  Haiilowe,jun.* 

So  here  it  the  mafter-ftroke  of  my 
brother^t  policy  1  Called  upon  tocon- 
fcni  to  go  to  my  uncle  Antony's,  avotju- 
iMj  to  receive  Mr.  Solmet's  vifits  !•— 
A  chapel!— A  moated-houfc I— De- 
prived of  the  opportunity  of  cor  refpond-* 
ing  with  you(<»-or  of  any  poi&hiiity  of 
efcape,  flioiild  violence  be  ufed  to  com* 
pel  mi  to  be  that  odious  man's*  I 


t»  remrB  it^  when  per  ufed.  I  may  have 
occaGon  for  it,  in  the  altercations  be- 
tween my  reUiiona  and  me. 

*  Mist  CI.AKT, 

'  T  Am  commanded  to  let  you  know, 

*"  *  that  my  father  and  usclet  having 
'  heard  your  aunt  Hervey *t  account  oF 

all  that  has  paCed  between  her  and 

yoo:  having  heard  from  your  fiAer 

what  fort  of  trtatincnt  (be  has  had 

from  you :  having  recollected  all  that 

hat  pafled  between  your  mother  and 

yoo:  having  weighed  all  your  pleas 

and  propofiSs:  having  taken  into  con  - 

fideratiootheirengagemeots  with  Mr. 

Solmes;   that  eentuman't  patience, 

and  great  aflfe^ion  for  you;  and  the 

littKeoppfyrtnnity  you  havegivenyour- 

felf  to  be  acquaimed  either  with  his 

merit,  or  bis  propofalt:  having  con- 

lidcred  two  pointt  more;  to  wit,  the 

voQodcd  authority  of  a  father;  and 

Mr.  Solmes*t  continual  entreatiet, 

(little  as  you  have  deferved  regard 

from  him)  that  you  may  be  freed  from 

a  con&iement  to  which  he  is  defirous 

to  attribute  your  perverfenefs  to  him, 

\mverfittefs  i  fliould  have  faid,  but  let 

It  go  J  he  being  unable  to  account 

otherwife  for  fo  ftrong  a  one,  fup- 

pofing  you  tb^d  truth  to  your  another, 

when  you  aflerted  that  your  heart  twos 

free\  and  which  Mr.  Solmes  is  will- 

ii^  to  believe,  though  nobody  elfe 

d(K»^For  ail  thefe  reafont,  it  it  re- 

Tolved,  that  you  (hail  go  to  your  un- 
cle Antony's;  and  you  mun accord- 

iaely  prepare  yourfelf  fo  to  do.  Yott 

vdl  have  but  Aiort  notice  of  the  day, 

for  obviout  reafoos. 

M  will  honeftly  tell  you  the  motive 

for  your  going:  it  is  a  doable  one; 

firil.  That  they  may  be  furcv  that  you 

AbU  not  correfpond  with  any- body 

they  6a  not  like,  (for  they  find  from 

Mrs.  Howe,  that,  by  fonic  means  or 

other,   you  do  correfpond  with  her 

daughter;  and,  through  her,  perhaps 

with  fomebody  elfe:)  and  next,  That 

yoo  may  receive  the  vifits  of  Mr. 

Solmes;  which  you  have  thought  fit 

torcfuie  to  do  here;  by  which  means 

pu  have  depcived  youiTclf  of  the  op- 
portunity of  knowing  njcbom  and  'ujbat 

yoo  have  hitherto  refu/ed. 

'  If  after  one  fortnight  *s  converfation 

^  Tbeftf  violent  meafore*,  and  tbr  obftinate  perfeveraace  of  the  whole  family  la  thcn),wi!l 
kethe  Iffs  wDiiriered  at,  when  it  is  confidc'rrd,  that  all  the  time,  they  were  but  asfo  msAy  pup- 
fcti  AafAzi  upon  Mr.  LoveLice'i  ^-rstiy  as  he  boaftt.  Vol .  I .  LfCter  XXX  I. 

X  tate 


IDO 


CLAKISSA    fiARLOWt. 


late  as  it  was  when  I  received  tjiis 
rnfolent  letter,  I  wrote  an  anfwer  to  it 
dirtSIy,  that  it  might  be  ready  for  the 
'writer's  time  of  rifing.  I  inclofc  the 
.  jough  draught  of  it.  You  will  fee  by 
it  how  much  his  vile  hint  from  the 
Georgick.and  his  rude  oneof  my 'w^iW- 
'ing  *VQcatinjest\i^^t  fet  me  up.  Befide8,at 
"the  command  to  get  ready  to  go  to  my 
'tnck's  is  m  the  name  of  my  father  and 
'uncles,  it  is  but  to  (hew  a  piece  of  the 
art  they  accufe  me  of,  to  relfent  the  vile 
hint  I  have  To  much  reafon  to  refent  in 
6rder  to  palliate  jny  refulal  of  prcpar- 
■^ing  to  go  to  my  uncle'sj  which  remfal 
would  othei;wlfe  be  interpreted  an  aft 
jof  rebellion  by  my  brother  and  fider: 
'for  it  fccms  plain  to  me,  that  ihey  tvill 
nvork  but  haif  their  ends,  if  they  Jo  not 
deprive  me  of  pty  father's  and  uncles  fa^ 
'^our,  enjen  although  it  tvere  poffibU  for 
me  to  comply  nmth  their  onvn  terms, 

^  yj  OV  might  have  told  me,  brother» 
*    *  in  three  fines,  what  the  dcter- 

*  miilalion  of  my  friends  was;  only, 
'  that  then  you  would  not  have  had 

*  room  to  difplay  your  pedantry  by  Co 
^  detedable  an  alliiiion  or  reference  to 

*  the  Georgick.     Give  roe  leave  to  tell 

*  you,  Sir,    that  if  humanity  were  a 

*  branch  of  your  ftudies  at  the  univer- 

*  fity,  it  has  not  found  a  genius  in  you 

*  for  mafterioe  it.  Nor  is  either  my  fex 

*  or  fflvfelf,  though  a  fifter,  I  fee,  en- 

*  titlea  to  the  lealf decency  from  a  bro- 

*  ther,  who  has  iludied,  as  it  feeips, 

*  rather  to  cultivate  the  malevolence  of 

*  his  natuial  temper,  than  any  tendency 

*  which  one  would  have  hoped  his  pa< 

*  rentage,  if  not  his  education,  might 

*  have  given  him  to  a  tolerable  polite- 

<  nefs. 

«  I  doubt  not,  that  you  will  take 

*  aniifs  my  freedom:  but  as  you  have 

*  deferred  it  from  me,  I  fliall  be  lefs 

*  and  lefs  concerned  on  that  fcore,  as 

*  I  fee  you  are  more  and  more  intent  to 

*  ihcw  your  wit  at  the  expencc  of  juf- 

*  tice  and  compalfian. 

*  The  time  is  indeed  come  that  I  can 
<•  no  loiiger  bear  thofe  contemptr  an4 

<  reflections  which  a  brother  leaft  of 

*  all  men  is  enticed  to  give.  And  let  me 
'•  beg  of  you  one  favour,  officious  Sir—* 

<  It  is  this.   That  you  will  not  give 
'  yfurfelf  any  concern  about  a  fattilnixKl 


for  me,  till  I  ihall  have  the  foi-war  J- 
nei«  to  propofe  a  wife  to  you,  Par< 
don  me,  Sir;  but  I  cannot  help  think' 
ing,  that  could  I  have  the  art  to  ge$ 
Wf  father  of  my  fide,  I  (bould  have 
as  much  ri^ht  to  prefcribe  for  you,  at 
yon  have  for  me. 

*  As  to  the  communication  7011  make 
me,  I  muft  take  upon  me  to  {ay,  that 
although  I  will  receive,  as  becomes 
me,  any  of  my  father^s  commands; 
yet,  as  this  fignification  is  made  by 
a  brother,  who  has  Ibewn  of  late  ib 
muck  of  an  unbrotberly  animofity  to 
me,  (for  no  reafon  in  the  world  tbat 
I  know  of,  but  that  he  believes  he 
has,  in  me,  one  iifter  too  many  for 
bis  imereft)  I  think  myfelf  entitled 
to  conclude,  that  fuch  a  letter  as  yon 
have  ient  me,  is  all  your  own— And 
of  courfe  to  declare,  that,  while  I 
fo  think  it,  I  will  not  willingly,  nor 
even  wtthont  violence,  go  to  aoy 
place,  avowedly  to  receive  rMr. 
Solmes^s  vifits. 

<  I  think  myfelf  (b  much  entitled  t0 
refent  your  infamous  hint,  and  this 
as  well  for  the  fake  of  my  fex,  as  for 
my  own,  that  I  ongbt  to  declare^  as 
I  do,  that  1  will  not  receive  any  moiY 
of  your  letters,  iinlefs  coranxaiidcd 
to  do  fo  by  an  authority  I  never  'will 
diipute;  except  in  a  cale  where  I 
think  my  future  as  well  as  fr^Jknt 
happinefs  concerned-— And  were  loch 
a  cafe  to  happen,  I  am  itire  my  fa> 
ther's  harflmefs  will  be  lefs  owinff  to 
himlelf  than  to  you;  and  to  the  ipe- 
cious  abfurdities  of  your  ambitious 
and  felfifh  fchemes.— Very  true,  Sir! 

*  One  word  more,  provoked  as  I  am, 
I  will  add:  that  had  I  been  thought 
as  really  obftinate  and  perverfe  as  of 
late  I  am  faid  to  be,  I  ftiould  not  hare 
been  fodifgracefuUy  treated  as  I  have 
been-— Lay  your  hand  uponyour  heart » 
brother,  and  fay.  By  whofe  iaftiga- 
tions— And  examine  what  I  have  done 
to  deferve  to  be  made  thus  unhappy , 
and  to  be  obliged  to  ftile  myielf  jro«f 
injured^iTf 

<GL.HAJtLOW£.* 

When,  my  dear,  you  have  read  tt%.^ 
anfwer  to  my  brother's  letter,  tell  me 
whst  you  think  of  me  >'^llflialigo  f 

LETTER 


CLARISSA   HAALOWE. 


LETTER    VL 

MISS  CLiMlISSA  HARLOWE^  TO  MIU 
HOWB. 

TBVtSDAT  UOttntnCf  MAftCRS). 

MY  letter  ha$  fet  tbem  ail  in  tu- 
mults: for«  it  (tctM,  none  of 
tbem  went  home  lai}  night;  and  they  all 
were  dcrircd  to  be  prefent  to  give  their 
adriccj  if  I  ihould  refufe  compliance 
with  a  coromajid  thought  fo  reafoaabie 
atitfeems  this  is. 

Betty  teUii  me.  That  at  firft  my  fa- 
tfacTy  in  a  rage,  was  for  coming  up  to  me 
him^lf,  and  for  turning  me  out  of  his 
^Qors  dire£liy>  Nor  was  he  reft  rained, 
till  it  was  faiiite^  to  him,  that  that  was 
00  doubt  my  wilh,  and  would  anfwer 
ail  my  perverie  views.  But.  the  refult 
was.  That  my  brother  (having  really, 
as  my  mother  and  aunt  infifted,  taken 
wrong  meafures  with  me)  (hoifid  write 
again  in  a  more  moderate  manner:  for 
nobody  elfe  was  permitted  or  cared  to 
write  to  fuch  7L  ready  fcribbler.  And,  I 
having  declared,  that  I  would  not  re- 
ceive any  nnore  of  his  letters,  without 
command  fiom-a  fnperior  authority,  my 
nother  was  to  give  it  ^^i;  and  accord- 
ingly has  done  fo  in  the  following  lipes, 
wntteo  on  the  fuperfcription  of  his  let- 
ter to  roe;  which  letter  alfo  follows;  to- 
gether with  my  reply. 

'CLASTKAaLOWK, 

•  n  E  C  E I V  E  and  read  this,  with  the 
^  *  temper  that  becomes  your  Ic*, 

'  your  charaAer,  your  education,  and 

*  your  duty:  and  jeturn  an  anfwer  to 
<  It,  dirc5^  to  your  brother. 

•  Charlotte  HarlowC 


'  TO  l#XS5  CLARISSA  HAJtLOWE., 

'  TMVIIDAT  MOaiCtNp. 

«  rvNCE  more  I  write^althcviighiqi- 
^  *  pcrioufly  prohibited  by  a  younger 
'  fifter.  Your  mother  will  have  me  do 
'  toy  that  Tou  may  be  deftitute  of  all  de- 
'  fence, ifyoupetfift  in  your fer*uicacj, 
'  Shall  I  be  a  pedant.  Mils,  for  this 
'  word?  She  is  willing  to  indulge  in 
'  you  the  ieaj  appearance  of  that  deli- 
■  cacy  fop  which  (he  once,  as  well  as 

•  every-body  elfe,   admirfcd  you — bc- 
'  fore  you  kncW  Lbvdace;  I  cannot, 

*  howeyeTj  help  %ln|;  ffatf  and  fl^e^ 


and  your  aunt  Kerrey^  will  haireit-^ 
[Tliey  would  fain  favour  you,  if  tbcjr 
could]  that  I  mav  have  provoked  fipiA 
you  the  anfwe^  they  nevertbelefs  0W9 
to  be  To  exceedin^y  wihecamnM.  1 
am  nowieamingf  you  fee,  to  talce  vp 
the  fofter  language,  where  you  ham 
laid  it  down.  This  then  is  the  ca£e.  . 
*  They  emtuat^  thtypraj^  they  Arj» 
they  Jiifpiicate,  [ Will  either  ot  thcj* 
do,Mii*s  Clary?]  That  you  will  mak« 
no  fcrople  to  ^  to  ypur  uncle  A  Hi' 
tony 'a :  and  fairly  I  am  to  tell  you,  for 
the  very  purpole  mentioned  m  my 
J  aft— or.  It  is  prefumable,  they  need 
not  tnlreatf  leg,  prajf,  fupplicatt^ 
Thus  much  i  s  promifed  to  Mr  .Solme% 
who  is  your  advocate,  and  vei-y  un*. 
eafjT  that  you  ihould  be  under  coo- 
ilraint,  fuppofing  that  your  diHike  t# 
him  arifes  from  that.  And,  if  he  finds 
that  you  are  not  to  be  moved  in  hi* 
favour,  when  you  are  abfolutelv  freed 
from  what  you  call  a  coniroulf  ne  wiU 
forbear  thinking  of  you,  whatever  it 
colls  him.  He  loves  you  too  wells 
and  in  (bi4,  I  really  think,  his  unden* 
ftanding,  which  you  have  refle^cd  u^ 
on,  is  to  be  queftioned. 
«  Only  for  one  fortnight,  thei^efort, 
permit  his  vifits.  Yoy^r  education  [yoM 
tell  me  of  mutet  you  know]  ought  t» 
make  you  incapable  of  rudenefa  ti^ 
any-body.  ,He  wiU  no^  I  hope,  be 
the  fir^maq,  myfelf  excepted,  whom 
you  ever  treated  rudely,  purely  be* 
caufe  be  Is  efteemed  by  us  ail.  I  am« 
what  you  have  a  mind  to  rhakc  ma, 
friend,  brother,  or  fervanv^I  wiih  I 
could  be  ftill  more  polilCy  to  ib  poUtt, 
Ui  delicate,  a  (iftcr^ 

*  Ja.  Harlowb. 

. «  Yo«  muft  ftiU  write  to  me,  if  you 

*  condefcend  to  reply.   Your  mo- 

*  ther  will  not  be  permitted  to  be 
'  difturbed  with  your  nothing- 
'  meaning  vocatives  \^'V'tfalhjes, 

*  once  more, Madam  Clary, repeats 

*  tfae^/^/i/your  bfx>thei!* 

*  T0JAM£SHARLOWfi,JUNrOR,ES<^ 

«  THUBSBAY,   MABCM  ^3. 

«  p  E  R M I T  me,  my  evey-dear  and 
'  honoured  papa  and  mamma,  in 

*  this  manner  to  furprize  you  into  an 

<  audience,  {prefuming  this  will  be  read 

<  to  you)  fince  1  am  £i)ied  the  honour 

«*  'Pf 


CLARISSA  -HARLOWi:. 


*  of  writing  to  you  difeftlv.    Let  me 

*  beg  of  you  to  belicvt,  tnat  nothing 
'  but  'the  moft  unconquerable  diflike 
"*  could  make  me  ftand  againft  your 

*  pleafure.    What  are  richca,  what  are 

*  iettlements,  tohappinefs^  Let  me  not 
'  thus  cruelly  be  given  up  to  a  man  my 
'  very  fool  is  averl'e  to.  Permit  me  to 
'  repeat,  that  I  cannot  bonefih  be  his. 
'  Had  I  a  flighter  notion  of  the  matri- 

*  monial  duty  than  I  have^  perhaps  I 
*^  niijg;ht.     But  when  I  am  to  bear  all 

*  the  mifery,  and  that  for  life ;  when  my 

*  heart  is  leis  concerned  in  this  matter, 
^  than  my y^ii/j  my /fgi/0riir^,  perhaps, 

*  than  my  future  good;  why  ihoula  I 

*  be  denied  the  liberty  of  refujing?  T\aX 
-*  Fibeny  is  aU  J  aflc. 

*  It  were  eafy  for  me  to  give  way  to 

*  hear  Mr.  Solmes  talk  for  the  men- 
^  tioned  fortnight,  although  it  is  im- 

*  poflible  for  me,  fay  what  he  would, 

*  to  get  over  my  diflike  to  him.  But 
'*  the  moated -houfe,  the  chapel  there, 
•*  and  theiitt!e  mercy  my  brother  an4 
•*  fifter,  who  are  to  be  tberp,  have  hi- 

'    *  tbcrto  fhewn  me,  are  )ivhaj  I  am  ex- 
"•.  treracly  apprehenfive  of.    And  wh^ 

*  4oes  my  brother  fey,  my  reftraint  19 

*  to  be  taken  off,  (and  jhat  too  at  Mj:. 
•*  Solmes^s  defirc)  when  I  am  to  be  a  ftitl 
•*'  cloferprifonerthanbefprej  the  bridge 
"^threatened  to  be  drawn  up;  and  no 
'*'  dear  papa  and  mamma  near  me,  to 
«  sppeal  ro,  in  the  laft  refort? 

-  *  Transfer  not,  I  bcfccch  you,  to  a 
•'  brother  and  (ifter  your  own  authority 
«  over  your  child.— To  a  brother  and 
'*  fifter,  who  treat  me  with  unkindnefs 

*  and  reproach ;  and;  9s  I  have  too  much 

*  reafon  to  apprebenc^  mifireprefent  my 
f  words  and  Dehaviour;  or^  greatly  fa- 

*  voured  as  I  ufed  to  be,  it  is  impoflible 
^  X  (hould  be  funjc  fo  low  in  your  opi* 

*  nions,  as  I  unhappily  am! 

'  Let  but  this  my  hard,  my  difgrace- 
'  ful  confinement  be  put  an  end  to. 
'  Permit  me,  my  dear  mamma,  to  purr 

*  fue  my  needleworks  in  your  presence, 
'  as  one  of  your  maidens^  andyou  (hall 

*  be  witnels,  that  it  is  not  either  wil- 

*  fulnei's  or  prepoflelEon  that  governs 

*  me.  Let  me  not,  however,  be  put  out 

*  of  your  own  houfe.    Let  Mr,  Solmes 

*  eome  and  go,  as  my  papa  pleafes:  let 

*  me  but  ftay  or  retire  when  he  cornea, 
•  '  as  f  can;  aO()  Jcavc  the  reft  to  Provi- 

f  dence. 

'« Foigive  me,  brother,  that  thus,with 
f  Uk  a^pearaacc  of  art,  J  ^^d^afs  my- 


felf  to  my  father  and  mother,  to  whom 
I  am  forbidden  to  approach)  or  to 
write.  Hard  it  is  to  be  reduced  to  Ibch 
a  contrivance !  Forgive  likewife  the 
plain  dealing  I  have  ufed  in  the  aboivte, 
with  the  noblenefs  of  a  gentlenum, 
and  the  gentlenefs  due  from  a.  brother 
to  a  After.  Although  of  late  you  have 

?'iven  me  but  little  room  to  hope  either 
or  your  favour  or  compailion  ;  yet, 
havmg  not  deferved  to  forfeit  either^ 
I  prefume  to  claim  both:  for  I  am 
confident  it  is  at  prelent  much  in  your 
power,  although  but  my  brother,  ^vay 
nonoured  parents  both,  I  blefa  Ood» 
in  being)  to  give  peace  to  the  greatly 
difturbed  mind  of  jour  unhappj/ifter^ 

*  CL.HARLOmrE.* 

Betty  tells  me,  my  brother  has  taken 
my  letter  all  in  pieces  ^  and  has  undtrr- 
taken  to  write  fucb  an  anfwer  to  it,  as 
ihall  confirm  the  ai;tf<i;m«^-— So,  it  is 
plain,  that  I  ihould  have  moved  (ofnc- 
body  by  it,  but  for  this  hard-heaurted 
))rothpr«— pod  forgive  him! 


LETTER    VIL 

jkf  ^SS  CLARISSA  RXVLOWE,  TO  MISS 
POWB. 

TRpaSDAT  NIGHT,   MAKCR   23, 

ISend  yoii  the  boafted  confutation, 
letter,  juft  now  put  in\o  my  ha'sM|s 
r-My  brother  and  jlfter,  my  Dude 
Antony  and  Mr.  iolmeSi  are,  I  under- 
ftand,  exulting  oyer  the  copy  of  it  be- 
low, as  an  pnanfwerable  pcrforniancf  • 


<  TO  MISS  CLARISSA  HASLOHTS. 

^  /^ N  CE  again,  my  infiexibleitfter, 
^^  « I  write  tpyou.   It  is  to  let  you 

know,  that  the  pretty  piece  of  aft 
you^ound  out  to  pake  me  the  ve- 
hicle of  your  whinmgpa^eticks  xo 
your  father  acid  mother,  has  Qot  ha^d 
the  expected  effea. 

*  I  do  affure  ypu,  that  your  beha- 
viour ha^  not  been  roi(reprerentcd— « 
Nor  need  it.  Your  mother,  who  is 
folicitous  to  take  all  opportunities  of 

Sutting  the   moft   favourable   coo* 
ruftions  upon  all  yoi|  do,  has  heen 
forced,  as  you  well  know,  to  ^ive 
you  up,  upoti  full  tHat:  06iie%:d  then 
• •  •    ■      •      ^     f  of 


CLAItlSSA   MARLOWE. 


*  «f  the  enedient  of  purfainf  your 

*  wedleworkt  in  her  fight.  She  can- 
'  not  bear  your  whining  pranks:  and 
'  it  is  for  i>^  fake,  that  yon  are  not 

*  pgwittcd  to  come  into  her  prefcnce 

*  —Nor  will  bCy  but  upon  her  own 


*■  Yoo  had  like  to  have  made  a  fim- 

*  plrtOD  of  your  aunt  Hervey  yefter- 

*  day:  llie  came  down  from  you,^ead- 
'  ioginyourfavotir«}  but  when  (he  was 
talked.   What    conceffieo    Ibe    had 

*  bfoveht  you  to?  (he  looked  about  her, 

*  and  Enew  not  what  to  anfwer.  So 
*■  your  motherj  when  furprised  into  the 

*  beginning  of  your  cunning  addreft 

*  to  her  and  to  your  father,  under  my 
<  name,  (for  I  had  begun  to  read  it, 

*  little fufpeftingfuch  an  ingeMhrni  fvh- 

*  tcrfuge)  and  would  then  make  me 
'  read  it  through,  wrung  her  hands, 
«  Ob!  her  dear  child,  her  dear  child, 

*  muftnotbe  fo  compelled !— But  when 

■  Ibe  was  aiked,  Whether  fhe  would  be 
^  willing  to  have  for  her  Ton- in -law  the 
'  man  who  bids  defiance  to  her  whole 
'  hnily;  and  who  had  like  to  have 

*  murdered  her  fon  ?   And  what  con^ 

*  oeffioDS  (he  had  gained  from  her  dear 

*  ^ild  to  merit  this  tendernefs  >  And 
«  that  for  one  who  had  apparently  de<- 

*  ceifcd  her,  in  ailurinff  her  that  her 

*  heart  nvas  /r/^^— Then  could  flie 
'  look  about  her,  as  her  fi^r  had  done 
'  before:  then  was  Oie  again  brought 
« to  berfelf,  and  to  a  rcfolution  to  aOert 
'  her. authority  [not  to  trajitftr  it, 

*  witty  prefumerJ]  over  the  rebel  who 
'  of  late  has  fo  ingratefully  ftmggled 

*  to  throw  it  off. 

«  You  ieem,  child,  to  have  a  high 

*  notion  of  the  matrimonial  duty;  aiid 

*  X\\  warrant,  like  the  reft  of  your  fex, 

■  (one  or  two,  whom  I  have  the  honour 
'  to  know,  excepted)  that  you  will  go 

*  to  church  to  promife  what  you  will 
'  never  think  of  afterwards.  But, 
'/my^  child!  as  your  worr^f  mamma 

■  Norton  calls  you,  think  a  Iktle  lefs 
'  of  the  matrimwial  (at  leaft  till  you 
'  come  into  that  ftate)  and  a  little  mor^ 
'of  the //io/ duty. 

^  *  How  can  you  iay,  you  are  to  bear 

*  tH  tht  ^fifj*  ^en  yon  give  fo  lajge 
'  a  fliare  of  it  to  your  parents,  to  your 
'  vneles,  to  your  aunr,  to  myfclf,  and 
'  to  your  fifterj  who  all,  for  eighteen 

*  years  of  your  life,  loved  you  fo  well  ? 
'  If  of  late  1  have  jx>t  given  you 

'  room  to  hope  for  my  favour  or  coiii-> 
'  paiSon,  it  t^  becMiieof  lale  you  hayp 
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*  not  ddtrved  either.     I  know  whac 

*  you  mean,  little  reilefting  fool,  by 

*  laying,  it  is  much  in  my  power,  ml- 
<  though  but  your  brother,  ([a  very 
'  flight  degree  of  relation  fliip  with  you) 
'  to  give  you  that  peace  which  you  caa 
'  give  vourfclf  whenever  you  plealc. 

*  Thp  liberty  .of  refyfiMg^   pretty 

*  Mifs,  is  denied  you,  becaufe  we  are 
«  all  fenfible,  that  the  liberty  of  chu/fq^ 

*  to  everv-one*s  diilike,  muft  follow* 

*  The  vile  wretch  you  have  kt  your 

*  heart  upon  fpeaks  this  plainly  to  eve- 

*  ry-body,  though  you  woo *t.   Hefava 

*  you  are  bis,  and  (hall  be  btj,  and  ne 

*  will  be  the  death  of  any  man  who  roba 
'  him  of  his  froperitv.     So,  Mifs, 

*  we  have  a  n>ind  to  try  this  point  with 
'  him.  Afy  father,  fuppoii qg  he  has 
'  the  right  of  a  father  in  his  child,  it 

*  abfolutely  determined  not  to  be  bul- 
*■  lied  out  of  that  right.  And  what 
'muft  that  child  be^  who  prefers  tlie 
.^  rake  to  a  father  f 

*  This  is  the  light  in  which  this  whole 

*  debate  ought  to  be  taken.    Bluik^ 

*  then.  Delicacy;  that  cannot  bear  the 

*  poet's  am^r  omtiibtu  f(£rj»/— Bluih, 

*  then,  Purity  I  Be  aihamed^  Virgin 
'*  Modeftyl   And,  if  capable  of  con- 

*  viflion,  furrender  your  whole  win  to 

*  the  will  of  the  hunourtfd  pair,   to 

*  whom  you  owe  your  b«ng:  and  beg 
'  of  all  your  friends  to  forgive  and  for- 

*  get  tht  part  you  have  of  late  a^ed. 

*  I  have  written  a  longer  letter  than 

*  ever  I  dciigned  to  write  to  you,  after 

*  the  infolent  treatment  and  prohibition 

*  you  have  given  me:  and  now  I  am 
'*  commiflioned  to  tell  you,  that  your 

*  friends '  are  as  weary  of  confining 

*  you,  as  you  are  of  being  confined. 

*  And  therefore  you  mUft  prepare  your- 

*  felf  to  go  in  a  very  few  days,  as  you 

*  have  been  told  before,  tu  your  un- 

*  cle  Antony's;  who,  nocwitlilranding 

*  your  apprehenfions,  will  draw  up  his 

*  bridge  when  hepleafes^  will  f^re  whit 

*  company    be   pieafes,    in  his  own 

*  houie;  norwill  he  demolifh  his  cha- 

*  pel  to  cuie  you  of  your  foolifh  late- 

*  commenced  antipathy  to  a  piaec  of 

<  divine  worfbip.— The  more  foolifli, 

*  as,  if  we  intended  to  ufe  force,  we 

<  could  have  the  ceremony  pnfs  in  your 

*  chamber,  as  well  as  any-whereeife. 

*  Prejudice  againft'Mr.  Solmes  has 

<  evidently  blinded  you,  and  cheiets  a 

<  ebariiablt  neceflity  to  open  your  eyes : 

*  npce  BO  oiM  but  you  things  the  geli* 

*  sf eman  io  comempiib)r  in  his  pferfitt\ 

*  nor. 
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'  nor,  for  a  plw  country  gentleroaiiy 

*  who  has  too  much  folid  fen/e  to  ap- 

*  pear  like  a  coxcomb,  juHly  blame'. 
'  able  in  bis  manner s,^-Ajid  as  to  hia 

*  temper t   it  \s  neceflary  vou  ihould 

*  ipeak  upon  fuller  knowledge,  than 

*  at  prefeot  it  is  plain  you  cao  l»ve  of 
'  him. 

'  Upon  the  whole,  it  will  not  be 
'  amiu,   that   you   prepare  for  your 

*  fpeedy  removal,  as  well  for  the  fake 
<  of  your  own  conveniency,  as  to  {hew 
'  yiDur  readinefs,  in  one  point,  at  lea((, 

*  to  oblige  your  friendsj  one  of  whom 

*  you  may,  if  you  pleafe  to  deferve  it, 

*  reckon,  though  ^«f  a  brother^ 

*  Jambs  Harx/Owe.' 

*  P.  S,  If  you  are  difpofed  to  fee  Mr, 
^  Solmes,  and  to  make  fome  excufe« 

*  to  him  for  your  paft  conduct,  in 

*  order  to  be  able  to  meet  himy^M^- 

*  fwbere  elfe  with  the  Jefs  concern  to 
■  vourfelf  for  your  freedoms  with 

*  him;  he  ihalf  attend  you  where 

*  you  pleafe. ' 

*  }f  you  have  a  mind  to  read  the  fettle- 

*  ments,  before  they  are  read  to  you 
'  for  your  (igning,  they  (hall  be  fent 

*  you  up— Who  knows,   but  they 

*  will   help  you  to  fome  frcfli  ob- 

*  jcAions  ?— Your  heart  is  free,  you 
«  know-^It  imf/?— -For,  did  you  not 

*  tell  your  mother  it  was?  And  will 

*  the  piouj  ClariiTa  fib  to  her  mam- 

*  ma  ? 

*  I  dedre  no  reply.    The  cafe  requires 
<  none.     Yet  I  will  aik  you,  Have 

*  you,  Mifs,  no  more  propofals  to 

*  make  ?' 

I  was  fo  vexed  when  I  came  to  the 
«nd  of  this  letter,  (the  poftfcript  to 
jv^hich,  perhaps,  might  be  written  aftsr. 
the  others  had  feen  the  letter)  that  I 
took  up  my  pen,  with  an  intent  to 
write  to  my  uncle  Harlowe  about  re- 
fuming  my  own  eiUte,  in  purfuance  of 
your  advice;  but  my  heart  failed  me, 
when  I  recolle^ed,  that  I  had  not  one 
friend  to  iUnd  by  or  fupport  me  in  my 
claim;  and  that  it  would  but  the  more 
incenfc  them,  .without  anfwcring  any 
good  end.  O  that  my  coufm  were  but 
come ! 

Is  it  not  a  fad  thing,  beloved  as  I 

.  t)iought  myfclf  fo  lately  by  everjr-onc, 

that  now  I  have  not  one  perfon  in  the 

world  to  pleaU  for  me>  to  ftand  by  me, 
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or  who  would  aifgrd  me  refuge,  «vti« 
I  to  be  under  the  necefliry  of  ieeking 
for  it !— -I  who  had  the  vanity  to  think 
I  had  as  many  friends  as  I  faw  ^lccs, 
and  flattered  myfelf  too,  that  it  was 
not  altogether  unmerited,  becaufe  I  faw 
not  my  Maker*s  image,  either  in  man, 
woman, .  or  child,  high  or  low,  rich  or 
poor,  whom,  comparatively,  I  loved 
not  as  myfelf— Would  to  Heaven,  mf 
dear,  that  you  were  married!  Perhaps, 
then,  you  could  have  induced  Mv^ 
Hickman  to  afford  me  protefUon,  till 
thefe  florms  were  over-blcwn.  Bik 
then  this  might  have  involved  him  in 
difficulties  and  dangers;  and  that  I 
would  not  have  done  for  the  world. 

I  don't  know  what  to  do,  not  I  !-^ 
God  forgive  me,  but  I  am  very  impa- 
tient t  I  wifh— but  I  don*t  know  what 
to  wifli,  without  a  fm ! — ^Yet  I  wi(h  it 
vrould  pleafe  God  to  take  me  to  his 
mercy  I— -I  can  meet  with  none  here-*- 
What  a  world  is  this !  What  is  thew 
in  it  deiirable  ?  The  good  we  hope  for, 
ib  ftrangely  mixed,  that  one  knows 
not  what  to  wifli  for!  An^  one  half  of 
mankindtormentingtheoihcr.andbeing 
tormented  themfelves  in  tormenting l-*. 
For  here  in  this  my  particular  cafe,  my 
relations  cannot  be  happy,  though  theff 
make  me  unhappy!— Except  my  brc^ 
ther  and  fiftcr,  indeed — and  they  feeai 
to  take  delight  in  and  enjoy  the  mifchief 
thev  make. 

But  it  is  time  to  lay  down  my  pen, 
iince  my  ink  runs  nothing  but  gall. 


LETTER    VIII. 

MISS  CLARISSA  UAHLOWE,  TO  M|S« 
HOWE. 

FRIPAY  MOSNING,    SII  0*CI.OCK« 

MRS.  Betty  tells  me,  there  is  now 
nothing  talked  of  but  of  my 
going  to  my  uncle  Antonyms.  She  has 
been  ocdered,  ihe  fays,  to  get  ready  to 
attend  me  thither t  and,  upon  my  ex- 
prefCng  my  averfenefs  to  go,  had  the 
confidence  to  fay.  That  having  beasd 
me  often  praife  the  romnfitUkmefi  of 
the  place,  (lie  was  aftoniflied  (her  hands 
and  eyes  lifted  up)  that  I  fhould  iet 
myfelf  againft  going  to  a  boufe  £q  mach 
in  my  tafle. 

I  a^kedf  if  this  was  her  own  info* 
lence,  or  her  yovpf  ipiftcefs^a  obferva* 

Slie 
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Sbehalf  aftonillKd  tm  by  her  anfwf  r  j 
Tbat  it  was  hard  (he  could  not  fay  a 
;c»i  thing,  without  being  robbed  of 
the  merit  of  it. 

As  the  wench  looked  as  if  flie  really 
Awight  die  had  laid  a  goo<l  thinj^i  wkk- 
out  knowing  the  boldnefs  of  it,  I  let 
it  fiCs,  But,  to  fav  \\\t  truth,  this 
creature  has  furpnzetl  mc  on  many  oc- 
caloos  with  bcr  fmartncfs :  for,  iince 
ibehasbetfi  employed  in  this  controul* 
ip.g  oftce,  I  hayc  dilcovercd  a  p-cat 
M  of  wit  in  htr  aflurance,  which  | 
iKver  fufpcftcd  before.  Tbi«  ikewt, 
tbat  iofolcnce  is  her  talent)  and  that 
Fortune,  in  placing  her  as  a  fervantto 
njr  Ofter,  bad  not  done  fo  kindly  by  her 
li  Katarcj  for  that  (be  would  make  a 
henr  figure  as  her  companicn.  And 
iawd  1  can't  help  thinking  fometimesy 
ttt|i  myfelf  was  better  htted  by  Na- 
Arnitobethe  ferrant  of  botb^  than  the 
^tjttifs  of  the  one,  or  the  fefuant  of 
t^jT^Arr.  And  within  thefe  tew  months 
pdift,  Fwrtune  has  ailed  by  me,  as  if 
ttk  were  of  the  fame  mind. 

ritXDAT,    TEN  o'CLCClt. 

GoiiiC  ^wn  to  vy  poultry-yard, 
jolt  Qow,  I  heard  my  brother  and  iiHer 
aad  that  Solmes  laughing  and  triumph- 
ing tog^her.  The  high  yew- hedge 
bstwecQ  us,  which  divides  the  yard 
from  tlie  garden,  hindered  them  from 
ieeiDg  me. 

My  brother,  as  T  found,  had  been 
reading  part,  or  the  whole  perhaps,  of 
the  copy  of  his  Jatt  letter— Mighty  pru- 
dent and  confiftent,  you'll  fay,  with 
their  views  to  make  me  the  wife  of  a 
man  from  whom  they  conceal  not  what, 
were  I  to  be  fuch,  it  would  be  kind  in 
them  to  endeavour  to  conceal,  out  of 
regard  to  my  future  peace !— But  I  have 
no  doobt,  that  they  hate  me  heartily. 

*  Indeed  you  was  up  with  her  there, 
'  brother.' uid  my  filler.  *  You  need 
'  not  have  bid  her  not  wiite  ta  you, 
'  ril  engage,  with  all  her  wit,  we'll 
'  never  pretend  to  infwer  it.' 

*  Why,  indeed,^  faid  my  brother, 
with  an  air  of  college- fufHciency,  with 
vhich  he  abounds,  (for  he  thinks  no- 
body writes  like  himfclf)  *  I  believe  I 
'  have  given  her  ar^o^zi/zar.— What 
*  &yyou,  Mr.  Solmes  ?' 

'  Why,  Sir,'  faid  he,  *  I  think  it  is 
'  onaDfwerable.  But  will  it  not  ex- 
'  afpcrate  her  more  againd  me  ?' 

*  ^^eTlr  fear,  Mr.  Solmes/  (aid  aiy 


brother,  *  but  we'll  carry  our  point,  if 

*  (he  do  not  tire^jK  out  firlK  We  h^ve 
'  gone  too  far  in  this  method  to  recede, 

*  Her  coufin  Mordi-u  will  foon  be  hcic  i 
*'  fo  all  niuft  be  ovtr  bsfoit  that  tim% 
'  or  flic'll  be  maJt;  ioJcpcndcut  of  u« 

*  all.' 

There,  Mifi  Howe,  is  the  reafin 
given  J'n  tht.*;r  Jclm-dilving! 

Mr.  Solmca  declared,  that  he  was  dc^ 
termined  to  pditvere  while  my  brother 
gave  him  any  hoprs,  and  while  nay  fa- 
ther ftood  firm. 

^  My  filler  told  my  brother,  that  hf 
ih  mt  charmingly  on  the  reafon  why  I 
ought  to  convctie  with  Mr.  Solmes  i 
but  that  he  Zhou  Id  not  be  To  Imartupoa 
the />jf,  for  the  faults  of  thU  fir^trjt 
girt. 

Some  lively,  and  I  fjppole,  witty 
anfwer,my  brother  returned  j  for  he  an4 
Mr.  Solmes  laughed  outrageoudy  upon 
it,  and  Bella,  laughing  too,  called  him 
a  naughty  man:  but  I  heard  no  more 
of  what  they  faidj  they  walked  on  into 
the  earden. 

If  you  think,  my  dear,  that  what  I 
have  related  did  not  again  fire  me,  you 
will  find  yourfelf  miftakes  when  you 
read  at  this  place  the  inclofed  copy  of 
my  letter  to  my  brother;  ffruck  off-* 
wnile  the  iron  was  red-hot. 

No  more  call  me  meek  and  gentle,  I 
befeecb  you. 


<   TO  MR.  JAMES  HARLOWE. 

*    raiDAT  MOSNINU, 
'    SIR, 

*  T  F,  notwithftanding  your  prohibit. 
"*  *  tion,  I  Ihould  be  filent,  onoc- 

*  cafion  of  your  laft,  you  would,  pcr- 

*  haps  conclude,  that  I  was  conicntii.^ 

*  to  go  to  my  uncle  Antony's  upon  thV 

*  condition  you  mention.     Myf.tt!fr 

*  muft  do  as  he  pleafes  with  his  child. 
«  He  may  turn  me outof  his  doors,  if  he 

*  thinks  fit,  or  givej^ow  leave  to  do  itj 

*  but  (loth  as  I  am  to  fay  it)  I  ftioulj 

*  think  it  very  hard  to  be  carried  by 

*  force  to  any- body 'shoufe  when  I  have 

*  one  of  my  oiun  to  go  to. 

*  Far  be  it  from  me,  notwithftanding 

*  youts  and  my  Tiller's  provocations,  tv 

*  think  of  taking  my  eftate  into  my 

*  6wn  hands,  without  my  father's  leave: 
'  but  why,   if   I   muft  not  flay   an^ 

*  longer  here,  may  I  not  be  pcrmitud 

*  10  go   thither:  I  will  engage  to  ice 

♦   Dob'>d'.' 
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Wfhodj  thejr  would  n&i  have  vftt  fee» 
if  this  favour  be  permitted .  Fan;our 
I  call  ity  and  am  ready  to  receive  and 
and  ackno^'Iedge  it  as  fuih^  although 
my  grandfather*!  will  hat  nude  it 
matter  of  right. 

*  You  aflt  me,  in  a  very  nnbrotherly 
manner,  in  the  poftfehpt  to  your  let- 
ter, if  I  have  not  fome  new  propofals 
to  make  ?  I  have  (fince  you  put  the 
«ueftion)  three  or  four;  nrtu  ones  all, 
I  think;  though  I  will  be  bold  to  fay, 
that*  fubmittiAg  the  cafe  to  any  one 
perfon  whom  jt(^«  have  not  fet  againft 
me,  my  old  ones  ouebt  not  to  have 
been  rejefled.  I  tkiiut  this;  why  then 
fhould  I  not  *write  it  ?-»Nor  have  you 
any  more  reafon  to  ftorm  at  your 
^er  for  tell  i  ng  it  you ,  (  fincc  you  feem 
in  your  letter  to  make  it  your  boaft 
how  you  turned  mv  mother  and  my 
aunt  Hervey  againftme)  than  I  have 
to  be  angry  with  my  brother^  for 
treating  me  as  no  brother  ought  to 
treat  a  (ifter. 

*  Thefe,  thent  are  my  new  propofals. 

*  That,  as  above,  I  may  not  be  hin- 
dered from  going  to  rt^dt  (under 
fuch  conditions  as  fhall  be  prefcribed 
to  me,  which  I  will  moft  religioufly 
obfcrve)  at  my  grandfather's  late 
bonfe.  I  will  not  again  in  this  place 
call  it  mine,  I  have  reafon  to  think 
it  a  great  misfortune,  that  ever  it  was 
io-^lttdied  I  have. 

*  If  this  be  not  pennitted,  I  dclire 
leave  to  go  for  a  month,  or  for  what 
tame  fhall  be  thought  fit,  to  Klifs 
Howe's.  I  dare  fav  her  mother  will 
confent  to  it,  if  I  liave  my  father's 
permiflion  to  go. 

*  If  this,  neither,  be  allowed,  and 
I  am  to  be  turned  out  of  my  father's 
houfe,  I  beg  I  may  be  fuffei  ed  to  ^o  to 
my  aunt  Hcrvey's,  where  I  will  in- 
violably obfcrve  her  commands^  and 
tbofe  of  my  father  and  mother. 

*  But  if  this,  neither,  is  to  be  grant- 
ed, it  is  my  humble  rcqucft,  Uiat  I 
may  be  fent  to  my  uncle  Harlowe's, 
inflead  of  my  uncle  Antony's.  I 
mean  not  by  thisanydifrcrpeft  to  my 
uncle  Antony:  but  his  moat,  with 
his  bridge  threatened  to  be  drawn  up, 
and  perhaps  the  chapel  there,  terrify 
me  beyond  exprefllon,  notwithfland  • 
ing  your  lAntt^  ridicule  upon  me  for 

f  that  apprehenhon. 

'  If  this  likewife  be  refufed,  and  if 
*  I  «i«r/?  be  carried  to  the  moated -boufe^ 


whrch  «{cd  to  be  a  deligtitfuT  one  «» 
me,  let  it  bepromifed  roe,  that  1  fhafl 
not  be  compelled  to  receive  Mi** 
Solmes'svifits  there;  and  then  I  wilt 
as  chfearfully  go,  as  ever  I  did. 

*  $o  here,  Sir,  are  my  new  propofals. 
And  if  none  of  them  aniwer  yoiar 
end,  as  each  of  them  tends  to  the  ex- 
clufion  of  that  ungenerous /^-^^fr-V 
yifits,  be  jpleafed  to  know,  that  there 
is  no  mistortunc  I  will  not  fubmittOy 
rather  than  yield  to  give  my  hand  to 
the  man  to  whom  I  can  allow  no 
fhare  in  my  heart. 

*  If  I  write  in  a  ftile  different  fimn 
mjrufual,  and  different  from  what  I 
wiffted  to  have  occafion  to  write,  an 
impartial  perfon,  who  knew  what  I 
have  accidentally  within  this  hour 
paft,  heard  from  your  mouth,  and 
tny  fifter's,  and  a  third  perfoo's,  (par- 
ticularly the  reafon  you  give  for 
driving  on  at  this  violent  rate;  to  wit» 
my  coufm  Morden's  foon-expe^ed 
arrival)  would  think  I  have  but  too 
much  reafon^forit.  Then  be  pleaied 
to  remember.  Sir,  that  when  my 
ivbinmg  ifocativij  have  fub jelled  roe 
to  fo  much  fcorn  and  ridicule,  it  is 
time,  were  it  but  to  imitate  examples 
fo  excellent  as  jvft  and  my  Jifier  let 
me,  that  I  fhould  endeavour  to  aflert 
my  character,  in  oixler  to  be  thou^t 
Ufe  an  alien f  and  neater  of  kin  toj^m 
both,  than  either  of  you  have  of  late 
feemed  to  fuppofi:  me. 

*  Give  me  leave,  in  order  to  empty 
my  female  qui'ver  at  once,  to  add,  that 
I  know  no  other  reafon  which  you 
can  have  for  forbidding  me  to  imly 
to  you,  after  you  have  written  what 
you  pleafed  to  me,  than  that  yon  are 
confcious  you  cannot  anfwer  to  rea- 
fon and  to  juflice  the  treatment  you 
give  me. 

'  If  it  beothcrwife,  I,  an  unlearned, 
un-logical  girl,  vounger  by  near  a 
third  than  yourfelf,  will  venture  (fo 
affured  am  I  of  the  juflice  of  my 
caufe)  to  put  my  fate  upon  an  jffoe 
with  you :  with  j?o«.  Sir,  who  have 
had  the  advantage  of  an  academi- 
cal education;  whofemind  mu((  have 
been  flrengthened  b;jr  obfervation, 
and  learned  converfation,  and  who, 
pardon  my  going  fo  low,  have  been 
accuflomed  to  give  cboak -pears  to 
thofe  you  vouchf'afe  to  write  againll, 

*  Any  impartial  perfbni  your  lat» 
*  tu|oo  for  tnfbuice,  or  the  pipua  40}* 

•  woctbf 
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'  worthy  Dr.  Lewen,  may  be  judge  be- 

*  twcCD  vs:  and  if  either  gtre  it  againft 
'  ne,  I  will  promife  to  resign  to  my 

*  deftioy ;  proyidcd ,  i  f  it  be  given  aga  i  ntt 
"  you,  that  my  father  win  be  plcafed 

*  only  to  allow  of  my  negative  to  the 
'  ftjion  fi>  violently  fought  to  be  im- 

*  pofed  upon  me. 

'  I  flatter  myfelf,  brother,  that  you 

*  mil  the  readier  come  into  this  pro- 

*  pofaly  as  you  fecm  to  hare  a  bigb  ojit- 
'  Dion  of  yottr  talents  for  argutnenta- 
'  tioD{andnota/9<uroneoftheciogcncy 

*  of  the  arguments  contained  in  your 
'  bft  letter.  And  as  I  can  poilibJy  have 
'  DO  advantage  in  a  contention  with 

*  yoo,  if  the  jofticeof  my  caufc  affords 
»  roe  not  any;  {as  you  have  no  opinion 

*  k  wiil)  jt  behoves  ydu,  mcthinks,  to 
'  hew  to  an  impartial  moderator,  that 

*  /am  wrong,  and  jv«  not  lb. 

'  If  this  be  accepted,  there  is  a  ne- 
'  ccflity  for  it's  being  carried  oa  by  the 

*  pen;  the  fads  to  be  ftated,  and  agreed 

*  apon  by  both;  and  the  dccifion  to  be 

*  giTcn,  actording  to  Ac  force  of  the 
'  arguments  each  (ball  produce  in  Aip. 
'  port  of  their  fide  of  the  queftion  t  for, 
'  give  me  leave  to  iay,  I  know  toe  well 

*  the  nuoUinefs  of  your  temper,  to  offer 
'  at  %terfrnal  debate  with  you. 

'  If  it  be  not  accepted,  I  (hall  con- 
'  dude,  that  you  cannot  defend  your 
'  condofl  towards  me;  and  Ihall  only 
'  bev  of  you,  that,  for  the  future,  you 
'  will  treat  me  with  the  relpeft  due  to 
'  a  ii^er  froni  a  brother  who  would  be 

*  thoaght  as  polite  as  learned. 

'  And  now.  Sir,  if  I  have  Teemed  to 
'  ftew  (bme  fpirit,  not  quite  foreign  to 
'  dK  relation  I  have  the  honour  to  bear 

*  to^a,  and  to  my  fifter-^  and  which 
'  iBay  be  deemed  not  altogether  of  a 
'  piece  with  that  part  of  my  charaAer 
'  which  once»  it  feems,   gained  me 

*  ertry- one's  love;  be  ptealed  to  con- 

*  fider  to  iviemj  and  to  'what  it  it 

*  owing;  and  that  this  part  of  that  cha> 

*  oBar  was  not  difpenfed  with,  till  it 
'  rahjcfied  me  to  that  fcorn,  and  to 
'  thofe  infults,  which  a  brother,  who 

*  hu  been  f9  fematioHJ  9/  un  tHdrftn- 

*  knee  ifoltuifarify  given  up  by  me, 

*  and  who  has  appeared yo  exalted u^ow 
f  it,  ought  not  to  .have  ibewn  to  afy- 
'  Wf,  much  Icfs  to  a  igeak  and  de- 
^fatcelefs  fiften  wboisi  nocwithftand- 

*  11^,  an  affeAionate  and  refpefiful^ 
^  one,  and  would  be  glad  to  ihew  her- ' 
f  (df  to4)e  fo  upon  all  fuiufc  UccaJions ; 


*  as  ihe  has  m  every  aftion  of  her  pift 

*  life,  although  of  late  (he  has  met  with 
*'  fuch  unkind  returni. 

«  C1..HARLOWE.* 

See,  my  dear,  the  force,  and  volu- 
bility, as  I  may  fay,  of  pnffion;  for 
the  letter  I  fend  you  it  my  fiut  draught, 
ftruck  off  without  a  blot  or  eraiurr. 

vaiDAY,  TMiiF  o'ctocir. 

As  foon  as  I  had  tranfcribed  it,  I 
lent  it  down  to  my  brother  by  Mri, 
Betty. 

The  wench  came  up  ibon  afier,  all 
aghaft,  with  a  *  Laud,  Mifs  f  What 
'  have  you  done  >-^ What  ba*ve  you 

*  written  >  For  you  have  fet  them  all  in 

*  a  joyful  uproar  I  * 

#        * 

My  (ifter  is  but  this  moment  ^one 
from  me:  (he  came  up  all  in  a  fiame^ 
which  obliged  me  abruptly  to  lay  down 
my  pen.     She  ran  to  me-* 

'  O  fpirit!^  faid  (he;  tapping  mV 
neck    a  little  too  hard.     «  And  is   H 

*  come  to  this  at  lalt !' 

'  Do  you  beat  me,  Bella  V 
'*  Do  you  call  this  beating  you?  Only 
'  tapping  your  (houlderMv/,*  faid  (he^ 
tapping  again  more  gently—*  Thii  \\ 

*  what  we  expeded  it  would  come  lo*-^ 
«  You  want  to  be  independent— Mjr 

*  father  has  lived  too  lonjr  for  you  !* 

I  was  going  to  fpeak  with  vehemence; 
but  (he  put  her  handkerchief  before  my 
mouth,  very  rudely—*  Yon  have  done 

*  enough  with  your  pen,  mean  lifl;ener» 
■  asyoiiare!  »Vii,  kno\v,  that  neither 

*  your  independent  fc heme,  nor  any  of 

*  your  vifiting  ones,  will  be  giantt4 

*  you.  Take  your  courfe,  perverie one!. 

*  Call  in  your  rake  to  help  yon  to  an 

*  indtptndence  upon  your  patents,  and 

<  a  dependence  xi^n  him!— Do  fo!*-^ 

*  Prepare  this  moment — Refolve  what 

*  you  will  take  with  you—  To-morrow 

*  you   go — Depen<l  upon    it   to-mort 

*  row  you  go! — No  longer  (hall  yoi| 

*  ftayljere,watchingand  creeping  about 

*  to  hearken  to  what  people  lay— 'lis 

*  def-.rmined,  child! — vou  i^otomor- 

<  row^— My  brother  would  have  come 
«  up  to  tell  you  fo;  but  I  perfiutded  him 

*  to  the  contrary-^For  1  know  not  what 

*  had    became  of  you,    if   he   had*^ 

*  Such  a  letter !  fuch  an  infolenr,  fuch 

*  a  conceited  challenger !— O  thou  vain 

*  crcatifrc!  But  pieparc  youdlU,  I  fay 

Y  •  —To- 


i68 


CLARISS^V    HARtQWJS, 


«  ^To-morrow  you  go^My  brother 

*  will  tccfpt  of  your  boU  ckdlenge; 

*  but  it  muit  be  perfonali  and  at  my 

*  uncle  Antony's— Or  perhaps  at  Mr. 

<  Solme»'8— ' 

Thus  ftie  rati  on,  almoft  foaming 

^  with  paiTion,  till  quite  out  of  patienfce, 

I  faid,  *  No  more  of  your  violence, 

'  Bella— Had  I  known  in  what  a  way 

*  you  defigned  to  conne  up,  you  fliould 

*  not  have   found  my  chamber-door 

*  open.— Talk  to  your  fervant  in  this 

*  manner.     Unlike^M,  as  IblefsGod 

<  I  am,  I  am  nererthelefi  your  fifter— 

*  And  let  me  tell  you,  that  I  won't  go 

*  to-morrow,  nor  next  day,  nor  next 

*  day  to  that— except  1  am  dragged 
«  away  by  violence.' 

*  What  I  not  if  your  father  or  rour 

*  mother  command  it— GiV/^*  faiti  (he, 
intending  another  word,  by  her  paufc 
and  manner  before  it/cameout. 

*  Let  it  come  to  tbai,  Bella;  th«i 
-   <  I  ihall  know  what  to  fay.     But  it 

<  (hall  be  from  their  own  mouths,  if  I 

*  do — Not  fronrr  yours,  nor  your  Bct- 

<  ty's— And  fay  another  word  to  me, 

*  in  this  manner,  and  be  the  confe- 

<  ouence  what  it  may,  I  will  force  my- 

*  ielf  into  their  prelence;  and  demand 

*  what  I  have  done  to  be  ufed  thus  V 

<  Come  along,  child  I  Come  along, 

<  meeknefs  r— taking  my  hand  and 
leadingme  towards  the  door-— *  Demand 
«  it  of  them  now— You'll  find  both 
'  yonr    defpifed   parents    toother  I— 

*  WhatI  Does  your  heart  fail  you  ?' 
»— for  I  refiftecl,  beine  thus  infoleritly 
offered  to  be  led,  andpuUed  my  band 
from  her. 

*  I  want  not  to  be  led,'  faid  I ;  '  and 

*  fince  J  can  plead  your  invitation,  I 

*  njffillgo  i"  and  was  poding  to  tbeftaira 
accordingly  in  my  paQion-^But  (he  got 
between  roe  and  the  door,  and  (hut  it— 
'    *  {«et  me  firft,  bold  one/  faid  (he, 

*  apprise  them  of  your  vifit— For  youf 

*  own  fake  let  me— For  my  brother  it 

*  withthem.*  But  yet  opening  it  a^aiit 
feeing  me  ihrink  back—*  Go,  if  yoU 

*  win !— Why  don't  you  go?   Why 

*  don't  you  gpf  Mifs  ?'— following  me 
to  my  clofet,  whither  I  retired,  with 
ixiy  heart  full,  and  pulled  the  fa(h-door 
after  me;  aAd  could  no  longer  hold  in 
my  tears,  '• 

Nor  would  I  anfwer  one  word  to  her 
repeated  aggravations,  nor  to  her  de- 
mands upon  me  to  open  my  door;  (for 
'   ih«  key  was  on  the  iofide)  nor  fo  much 


as  turn  my  head  towards  her,  as  dis 
looked  through  the  glafs  at  me.  And 
at  laft,  which  vexed  her  to  the  heart,  I 
drew  the  filk  curtain,  that  ftie  flioul<l 
not  fee  me,  and  down  flie  went  nrntter-^ 
ing  all  the  way. 

Is  not  this  ufage  enough  to  provoke 
a  raflinefs  never  before  thought  of  > 

As  it  is  but  too  probable  that  I  may 
be  hurried  away  to  my  uncle's  without 
being  able  to  give  you  previous  notice 
of  it;  I  beg  that  as  foon  as  you  fhall 
hear  of  fucn  a  violence,  you  m^ouIcI 
fend  to  the  ufual  place,  to  take  bacJc 
fuch  of  your  letters  as  may  not  h^ivc 
reached  my  hands,  or  to  fetch  any  of 
mine  that  may  be  there. 

May  you,  my  dear,  be  always  happy, 
jprays  your 

Clarissa  Harlowe. 

I  have. received  your  four  letters. 
But  •am  in  fuch  a  ferment,  that  I 
cannot  at  prefent  write  to  them. 


LETTER    IX. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE^  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

FaiDAT  NIGHT,    MARCIT  24. 

I  Have  a  tnoft  provoking  letter  from 
my  fifter.  I  might  have  fuppofed, 
file  would  refent  the  contempt  Ihe 
brought  upon  heffelf  in  my  chamber. 
Her  conduct  furely  can  only  be  account* 
^d  for  by  the  rage  inftigated  by  a  fap- 
pofed  rivalry.    •  '        ^  *  '  ' 


f  TO  MISS  C;.ARI8SA  HARLOWE. 

*  T  Am  to  tell  you,  that  your  mother 
-■■  *  has  begged  you  off  for  the  mor- 

<  row:  but  tint  you  have  effiefluallT 

*  done  your  bufinefs  with  her,  as  weu 
f  as  with  every -body  elfe.  '  ' 

'  In  your  propoials,Hnd  letter  to 

*  your  brother,  you  have  ftiewn' your-' 

*  felffo  filly,  and  wifej  fo  younjr,  and 

*  fo  old;  fo  gentle^  and' fo  obftinatej 

<  fo  meek,  and  fo  violent^  that  never 

*  was  there  fo  mixed  a  charaAer.  ' 
<  We  all  know  of  nvbom  yon   have 

*  borrowed  this  new  fpirit.  And  yet 
'  the  feeds  of  it  muft  be  in  your  heart! 
'  or  it  could  not  all  at  once  (hew  itfelf 
«  h  rampant.  It  would  be  doing  Mr, 
«  Solmes  a  fpite  to  vi(h  biro  fuch  a 78/, 
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'  im-fy  girl  I  anotW  of  f&at  contra* 

*  didory  qualities— I  leave  you  to  make 
'  cwt  what  I  mean  by  it. 

*  lhnr€f  hi\C%j  your  mother  will  not 

*  let  you  rttnain  •  ihe  cannot  hdvc  any 
'  peace  of  mind  while  fuch  a  rebel  of 

<  2 child  is  fo  near  her}  your  aunt  Her- 
'  rey  will  not  take  a  charge  which  all 
'  the  family  put  together  cannot  ma- 

*  Bige;  your  uncle  Harlowe  will  not 
'  Ice  yo)!  at  hit  houie,  till  you  are  mar- 

*  ried— So,  thanks  to  your  own  ftub- 
'  bomocfs,  you  have  nobody  that  will 
'  receive  you  hut  your  uncle  Antony. 
'  Thither  yoo  muft  go  in  a  very  few 

<  daTt)  and  when  there,  your  brother 

*  will  fettle  with  you  in  my  prefence, 
'  all  that  relates  to  your  mbdeft  chal- 
'  lenge:— for  it  is  accepted,  I  aflure 
'  you.  Dr.  Lewen  will  poHiblv  be 
'  shere,  fince  you  make  choice  of  him. 
'  Amtber  gentleman  likewife,  were  it 
'  but  to  convince  you,  that  he  it  ano- 

<  iher  fort  of  man  than  you  have  taken 

*  him  to  be.  Your  two  uncles  will 
'  ftifbly  be  there  too,  to  fee  that  the 
'  /Mr,  weak,  and  deftnctUfs  iifter,  has 

'   •  fair  fhy.     So,  you  fee,  Mifs,  what 

*  company  your  fmart  challenge  will 
'  draw  together. 

«  Pxeoare  for  the  day.     Vou'll  foon 
'  be  called  upon.     Adieu,    mamma 

*  Morton's  y^cv//  child  I 

*  Arab.  Harlowb.* 

Itranio'ibed  d.is  letter,  and  fent  it  to 
oy  mother  with  theie  lines— 

*  A  TEST  FEW  WOXDfl,  MY  EVXl-KO* 

*  vovKCD  mamma! 

'  TPmy  fifter  wrote  the  incloied  by 

*  my  father's  dire6lion,  or  yours, 
'  I  moil  fubmit  to  the  uiage  (he  gives 
'  neinit,  with  this  enfy  obfervation, 

*  That  it  is  (hon  of  the  perfonal  treat- 
'  mcDt  2  have  received  from  her.     If  it 

*  be  of  her  own  bead—  Why  then,  Ma- 
'  da^).— But  I  iftew^  that  when  I  was 

*  baniflicd  from  your  prefence— Yet, 
'  till  1  know  if  (he  has  or  has  not 

*  aothority  for  this  ufflge,  I  will  only 

*  write  further,  that  I  ^mjour  very  im- 

*  Cl.  Harlowb.; 


This  anfwer  I  received  in  an  open  flip 
flf  psperj  but  it  was  wet  in  one  place. 
ikiikd  the  place^  for  I  am  furc  it  was 


bliftcred,  as  I  may  fay,  by  a  mother*! 
tear!— -She  muft  (/  hof€  (he  muft)  have ' 
Written  it  reluAantly.  « 

*  rpO  apply  for  prote^lion,    where 

-■■     •  authority  is   defied,  is   bold. 

•  Your  fifter,  wno  would  not  inyour 

*  circum(lances   have  been    guilty  of 

•  ^'owr  perverfenefs,  m^y  allowably  be 

•  angry  at  you  for  it.     However,  wc 

*  have  told  her  to  moderate  her  zeaKov 

*  our  infulted  authority.     S^e,   if  you 

•  can  defcrve  another  behaviour,  than 

•  that  you  complain  of:  which  can- 
€  not,  however,  be  fo  grievous  lo  jou, 

*  as  the  cau/e  of  it  is  to 

*  Tour  more  unhappy  Mother, 

*  How  of  tin  muji  I  forbid jou  any  ad* 
'  drefs  to  mer 

Gire  me,  my  deareft  Mifs  Howe» 
your  opinion,  what  I  r/r/r,  what  I 
ought  to  do.  Not  what  you  would  do 
(pulhed  as  I  am  puihed)  in  refentment 
or  /^^Emt— fince,  fo  inftigated,  you  tell 
me,  that  you  (hould  have  been  with 
fomebody  before  now-^And  fteps  tnken 
in  paflion  hardly  ever  fail  0/  giving 
caufe  for  repentance:  but  acquaint  me 
with  what  you  think  cool  judgment, 
and  after  reflexion,  whatever  were  t» 
be  the  event,  wtJl  juftify. 

I  doubt  not  your  Jympathizsng  love: 
but  yet  you  cannot  poSibly  feel  indig- 
nity and  perfecution  fo  vei7  fenfibly  as 
the  immediate  fufferer  feels  them— Are 
JUter  therefore  to  advife  me,  than  I  am 
myfelf. 

I  will  here  reft  my  caufe.  Have  I, 
or  have  I  not,fuiferedor  borne  enough? 
And  if  they  will  ftill  perfevere;  if 
that  ftrange  perGller  againil  an  antipa. 
thy  fo  ftrongly  avowed,  will  JliU  per- 
lift;  (ay,  what  ^an  I  do? — ^What  courfe 
purfue?— Shall  I  fly  to  London,  and 
endeavour  to  hide  myfelf  from  Love- 
lace, as  well  as  from  all  my  own  rela^ 
tions,  till  my  couiin  Morden  arrives  } 
Or  fliall  I  embark  for  Leghorn  in  my 
way  to  my  couiin?  Yet,  my  fex,  my 
youth,  con(idered,  how  full  of  danger 
IS  this  laft  meafurel-^And  may  not  mv 
CJufin  be  fet  out  for  England,  while  I 
am  getting  thither? — What  rmr  Idof 
«— Tell  me,  tell  me,  my  deareft  Mifa 
Howe,  [for  I  dare  not  tiuft  my  Celt} 
tell  me,  what  I  can  do. 

V    Z  SJLIVSM 
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«LlV»TI  0*CLOCK  AT  NIGHT. 

I  BAVB  been  forced  to  try  to  com- 
^fe  my  ai»gry  palTions  at  my  harpd- . 
chord;  having  firft  (hut  clofc  my  d^ior^, 
and  windows,  that  I  might  not  l>e  heard. 
|)elow.     As  I  was  clonng  the  (hutters 
of  the  windows,  the  diftant  whooting  of 
the  bird  of  Minerva,  as  from  the  often- 
tifitcdWoodHoufc,  gave  thefubjeft  in. 
thatcharming  ODE  td  Wisdom,  which 
does  honour  to  our  fex,  as  it  was  writ- . 
ten  by  one  of  it.     I  made  an  elTay,  a 
week  ago,  to  fet  the  three  lad  ftanzas . 
of  it,  as  not  unfuitable  to  my  unhappy . 
£'tuattx>nj  and  after  I  had  re-perufed 
the  ode,  thoifc  were  my  Icffon :  and,  I 
afn  fure,  in  the  folemn  addrefs  they 
contain  to  the  All -wife  and  All-pow- ' 
er/ul  Deity,  my  heart  went  with  my 
fine^ei'S. 

f  inclofe  the  ode,  and  my  effort  with 
H*'  Tlie  fubjeSl  is  folema:  my  circiim-  * 
ftances  are  aiSe6ling;  and  I  flatter  my- 
i^lf,  that  I  have  not  been  cjuite  unhap. 
py  in  the  performance.  If  it  obtain 
ypur  approbation,  I  ihali  be  out  of' 
doubt:  and  fliouldbe  ftill  more  affuFed^ 
could  I  bear  it  tried  by  jour  vosce  and 
ipger. 

^  ODE  TO  WISD^Offf,      BY  A  LADY* 
X. 

"y»H  E  foUtarjr  bird  of  night 

'*'  « Through  the  thick  ilMdcs  now  wingi 
I .       *  bit  flicht, 
^  And  quits  nil  timi-ibook  tower; 

*  .Whevt  ibtlter'd  from  the  bl.Mse  of  day, 

*  in  philofotihick  gloom  he  lay, 

*  Beneath  his  ivy- bower. 

iz. 
'  With  joy  I  hear  the  foleix)fT  founds 

*  -Which  midnight  echoes  wait  around^ 

*  And  iigbjng  gales  repeat. 

*  Favorite  of  Pallas!  I  attend, 

*  And,  faithful  to  chy  fummonsy  bend 

*  At  Wifdom*8  awful  feat. 

XJX. 

*^  She  torn  the  cool,  the  fslcnt  eve, 
<  Where  no  faUe  fliews  of  life  deceive, 

*  Beocach  the  lunar  ra^. 

*  Here  folly  drops  each  vain  difguife) 

*  Nor  fport  her  gaily  coloured  dyes, 

*  As  in  the  beam  of  day, 

TV. 

*  O  Pallas!  queen  of  eVry  art 

*  That  gkds  the  fenfe  and  mends  the  heart, 

*  Bleft  fource  of  purer  joys! 

•*  In  ev*ry  form  of  Iwauty  bright, - 
*'*Thatc«pdvates  the  wmM/ fight 

*  With  pleafure  aadfoipriae^ 


<  To  thy  ttttfpotted  Ihrinel  bow5 

*  Attend  thy  mqdeft  fuppliaiit's  vow^ 
'  That  breadiea  no  wild  defires) 

'IBuc,  taught  by  thy  unerring  rulrs, 

*  To  (hufi  the  fruitlefs  wifh  of  fools, 
'  To  nobler  views  afpircs. 

VI, 

*  Not  Fortune's  gem.  Ambition's  plume, 

*  Nor  Cytherea's  fading  bloom, 

*  Be  objc6b  of  my  prayer: 

*  Ltlwricti  K/anity,  znd  friJ^f 

*  Thofe  envy*d  gliu'ring  toys  divide, 

*  The  dull  rewards  <^  care. 

Vll. 

<  To  me  thy  hetur.gifta  impart, 

*  Each  moral  beauty  of  the  he«rt, 

<  By  ftudious  thought  refin'd^ 

*  For  Wealth,  the  I'miles  of  glad  coateot| 

*  Jor  Power,  it'sampleft,  beft  extent, 

*  An  empire  o*er  my  mind. 

,    Vlll. 

*  When  Fortune  drops  her  gay  parade, 

*  When  Fleafure'i  tranBent  rofes  fade, 

*  And  wither  in  the  tomb, 

'  Unchang*d  is,tby  immortal  prtse; 

*  -Thy  ever-verdant  laurels  riw 

*  In  ondecaying  bloom. 

ix» 

*  By  tbee  protefled,  I  defy 

*  The  coxcomb's  fneer,  the  ftupid  lye 

*  Of  ignorance  and  fj>ite: 

*  Alike  contemn  the  leaden  fool, 
'  And  aU  the  pointed  ridicule 

*  Of  undifcernkg  \At, 

1. 

*  From  envy,  htirry,  noiie,  and  ftiife, 
4  Tlic  dull  impertineoce  of  life, 

*  In  thy  retreat  I  reft : 

«  Purfue  thee  to  the  peaceful  groves, 

*  Where  Plato's  facred  fpirit  roves, 

*  In  all  thy  beauties  dreft. 

XI, 

*  He  bade  Ilyfliis'  taoefol  ibeaoi 

<  Convey  thy  philofophick  theme 

*  Of  PERFECT,  r  Ala,  and  coop: 

*  Attentive  Athens  caught  the  found, 

*  And  all  her  lift'ning  Ions  around 
,*  In  awful filenceftood: 

XIZ. 

*  Reclaimed  her  wild  licentious  youth,  " 
-  *^  Contcfs'd  the  potent  voice  of  Truth, 

*  And  felt  ifs  juft  controul. 

*  The  PaffioBS  ceas'd  their  loud  alarms, 
'  And  VirtM^t  foft  perfuafive  chaims 

<  O'er  all  tlieir  ien(es  ftole. 

XIII. 

*  Th^  breath  infpires  the  f  oet's  fong^ 

<  The  patkiot's  free,^  unblafs'd  tongue, 
'  The  KXRo's  gen'rous  ftrife; 

*  Ti&iffrareRKTiacMCWT's  6knt]oys, 
''And  all  the  fweet  engaging  ties 

*  Of  STiLK,  DOMfsnrici^Ufe.* 


ziv^  No 
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^^^^^^m 


Nomoreto  fabled  names  confio'dj   To  thee  rupreme,  alUperfcO  mind,  My 


^tf  r  rirJfEfiffifrnrrJ  H 


^tf  r  rir  jfE^ 


tbonghu  dirc^  their  fli^t.  My  thoughu  dlred  their  Aight. 


^#^^^i« 


jr^jjjjviiffi&f}ijjif,j'jj|jf>jji 


Wlfdom^  thy  gift»  ajid  all  her  force  frpm  theederH*d,  Eternal  Source  of 


Intel,  leaual  light!     Of       iotel-ledttal  light! 


■'^f  r  JJlJl:^rrl^^fJl^^rr^ 


AS 


ipQjj/Jcrvir'y-g^-it^-ife 


'^r  r  r  ii'7iTrji_^ni- 


'  0  iMher  forr,  her  fteady  ray, 
'  Tor-gulate  my  doubtful  way 
'  Thro*  life's  perplexiog  ruad: 

•  The  mjfts  of  error  to  controul, 

*  And  thro'  it'i  gloom  direct  my  fout 
*  To  happtAcfs  and  go<Hi% 


XVI. 

*  Beneath  her  clear  difcemiog  eye 
'  The  viijonary  (hadowt  Ay 

«  Of  Folly  s  painted  flijvr. 

*  She  fcps  thro'  ev>y  fair  Jifgaifii'i 

«  That  all  but  VIRTUE'S  faiid  joy? 
*  Is  vanity  and  woe.' 

LETTER 
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LETTER   X. 


ICISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWS,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

rilDATy  MIDMIGMT* 

I  Have  naw  a  calmer  moment.  Envy, 
ambition,  high  suid  felfifh  refent- 
sieut,  and  all  the  violent  paflions,  are 
Bowy  moil  probably,  aflecp  all  around 
me;  and  (hall  not  my  own  angrv  ones 

E've  way  to  the  filenthour,  and  lubfide 
cewifc  >«— They  have  given  way  to  itj 
and  I  have  made  ufe  of  t^e  gentler  fpacc 
to  re-peiufe  your  laft  letters.  I  will 
touch  upon fome  parages  in  them.  And 
that  I  may  the  left  endanger  the  but  juft 
recovered  calm,  I  will  be^in  with  what 
you  write  about  Mr.  Hickman. 

Give  me  leave  to  fay,  that  I  am  forry 
you  cannot  yet  perfuade  yourfelf  to 
think  better,  that  is  to  i^y,  more  juft ly, 
of  that  gentleman,  than  your  whimii- 
cal  picture  of  him  ihews  you  do;  or, 
at  \ea^,  than  the  humoroufnefs  of 
your  natui-al  vein  would  make  one 
thmk  you  do. 

I  do  not  imagine,  th2t  you  yourfilf 
will  fay,  he  fat  for  the  picture  you  have 
drawn.  And  yet,  upon  the  whole,  it 
is  not  greatly  to  his  diladvantage.  Were 
1  at  eafe  in  my  miiid,  I  would  venture 
to  (Iraw  a  much  more  amiable  and  juft 
Lkenefs. 

If  Mr.  Hickman  has  not  that  afTur- 
ance  which  (bme  men  have,  he  has  that 
humanity  and  gentienefs  which  many 
want :  and  which,  with  the  infinite  va- 
lue he  has  for  you,  will  m^ke  him  one 
of  the  fitted  hu (bands  in  the  world  for 
a  perfon  of  your  vivacity  and  fpirit. 

Although  you  fay  I  would  not  like 
biro  myfelf,  1  do  affure  you,  if  Mr. 
Solmes  were  fuch  a  man  as  Mr.  Hick- 
roan,  in  perfon,  mind,  and  behaviour, 
ny  friends  and  I  had  never  difagreed 
about  him,  if  they  would  not  have 
permitted  me  to  live  finele;  Mr.  Love- 
lace  (having  fuch  a  character  as  he 
has)  wouid  have  ftood  no  chance  with 
me.  This  I  can  the  more  boldly  aver, 
becaufe  I  plainly  perceive,  that  of  the 
two  pa(rion8,  lo*ui  zndfearf  this  man 
will  be  able  to  infpire  one  with  a  much 
creater  proportion  of  the  latter 9  than  I 
imagine  is  compatible  with  the  former, 
to  make  a  happy  marriage. . 

I  am  glad  you  own,  tEat  you  like  no 


fa 


one  better  than  Mr.  Hickman.-  tn  2 
little  while,  I  make  no  doubt,  you  will 
be  able,  if  you  challenge  your  heart  up- 
on it^  to  acknowledge,  that  yoo  like 
not  any  man  fo  well:  cfpecially,  wbeir 
ou  come  to  con(ider,  that  the  very 
'aults  you  find  in  Mr.  Hickman,  admi- 
rably fit  him  to  mzkcjou  happy ^  that 
is  to  fay,  if  it  be  nece(rary  to  your 
happinefs,  that  you  (hould'have  jrocrr 
o*wn  nvill  in  every  thing. 

But  let  me  add  one  thing:  and  that 
is  this.— You  have  fuch  a  fprightly 
turn,  that,  with  your  admirable  ta* 
lents,  you  would  make  any  man  in  the 
world,  who  loved  you,  look  like  a  fool» 
except  he  were  fiich  a  one  as  Lorc^ 
lace. 

Forgive  me,  my  dear,  for  my  £rank- 
nefs  :  and  forgive  me  alfo,  for  fo  Coon 
returning  to  fubjefts  fo  immediately  re- 
lative to  myfelf,  as  thofe  I  now  muft 
touch  upon. 

You  a^in  infill  ((h-engthened  by 
Mr.  Lovelace*s  opinion)  upon  my  ^- 
fuming  my  own  cftate:  [I  cannot  call  it 
re/umnft  having  never  been  in  pofief- 
fion  of  It]  and  I  have  given  you  room 
to  expe^,  that  I  will  confider  this  fub- 
je6l  more  clofely  than  I  have  done  be- 
fore.—I  muft  however  own,  that  the 
reafons  which  I  had  tooflfer  again(l  uk* 
ing  your  advice,  were  fo  obvious,  that  I 
thought  you  would  have  feen  them 
yourlelf,  and  been  determined  by  them, 
againft  your  own  haftier  couo(cl.— But 
fince  this  has  not  been  Co,  and  that  both 
you  and  Mr.  Lovelace  call  upon  me  to 
a(rume  my  own  eftate,  I  will  enter 
briefly  into  the  fubjcdl. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  me  a(k  you,  my 
dear,  fuppofing  I  were  inclined  to  fol- 
low your  advice,  whom  have  I  to  fup. 
e»rt  mc  in  my  demand?  My  uncle 
arlowe  is  one  of  my  trulUes— He  is 
againfl  me.  My  coufin  Morden  it  the 
other — He  is  in  Italy,  and  very  proba- 
bly  may  be  fet  againft  me  too.  Mjr 
brother  has  declaml,  that  they  are  re. 
folved  to  carry  their  point  before  he  ar- 
rives: fo  that,  as  thev  drive  on,  all 
will  probably  be  deciaed  before  I  can 
have  an  anfwer  from  him,  were  I  to 
write.  And,  confined  as  I  am,  were 
the  anfwer  to  come  in  time,  and  they 
did  not  like  it,  they  would  keep  it  from 
me. 

In  the  next  place,  parents  have  gre^ t 
advantages  in  every  eye  over  the  child, 
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if  fte  difpute  their  pleafure  in  thf  dif- 
poiingof  her:  and  fo  thty  ought}  Hnce 
oQt  0?  twenty  in  (lances,  perhaps  tnva 
coold  not  be  produced,  when  ibe^  were 
not  in  the  right,  the  cbiU  in  the  wrong. 

You  would  not»,  I  am  fore,  have  me 
accept  of  Mr.  Lovelace"*  offered  aflift- 
anc?  in  fuch  a  claim.  If  I  would  em- 
brace any  0/^rr  perfon's,  who  elfe  would 
ore  to  appear  for  a  child  againft  pa- 
lints,  ever,  till  of  late,  fo  alTeflion* 
ate?— But  wci-e  fuch  a  protestor  to  be 
found,  what  a  lenerth  cf  time  would  it 
tikrapin  a  courfe  of  litigation?  The 
will  and  the  deeds  have  flaws  in  them, 
they  fay.  My  brother  foroetimcs  talks 
of  going  roreiide  at  the  Grove:  I  fup- 
pofe,  with  a  defign  to  make  eje£lments 
Beeefiary,  were  f  to  offer  at  aflfumin^; 
er,  were  I  to  marry  Mr.  Lovelace,  in 
onler  to  give  htm  all  the  oppofition  and 
difficulty  the  law  would  help  him  to 
give. 

Thefe  cafes  T  hare  put  to  myfelf,  for 
siSQmetit-fake:  but  they  are  all  out  of 
the  queftion,  although  any- body  nvere 
to  be  found  who  would  efpoufe  my 
caoTe:  for  I  do  aflure  you,  I  would 
fooner  beg  my  bread,  than  litigate  for 
BIT  right  with  my  father;  lince  I  am 
convinced,  that  whether  the  parent  do 
his  duty  by  the  child  or  not,  the  child 
cannot  be  excufed  from  doing  hefs  to 
him.  And  to  go  to  law  with  my  fa- 
ther,  what  a  found  has  that>  You  will 
i<%,  that  I  have  mentioned  my  wi(h 
(as an  alternative,  and  as  a  favour)  to 
be  permitted,  if  I  mufl  be  put  out  of 
hit  houfe,  to  go  thither:  but  not  one 
ftep  further  can  I  go.  And  you  fee 
how  this  is  refented. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  what  have  I 
to  hope  for,  but  a  change  in  my  fatber*s 
refoiutioD  .'—And  is  there  any  prcba- 
bllity  of  that'y  fuch  an  afccndency  as 
ny  brother  and  fifter  have  obtained 
ovcrevery-body;  and  fuch  an  intereft 
to  porfue  the  enmity  they  have  now 
spnly  avowed  again  ft  me? 

As  to  Mr.  Lovelace's  approbation  of 
joor  affamption-fcbeme,  I  wonder  not 
af.  He  Tery  probably  penetrates  the 
diScoIties  I  ihould  have  to  bring  it  to 
eftft,  without  hir  afliftance.  Were  I 
lo  find  myielf  as  free  as  I  would  wifli 
myfelf  to  be,  perhaps  Mr.  Lovelace 
would  ftand  a  worfe  chance  with  me 
|han  bis  vanity  may  permit  him  to  ima- 
eiee^  notwithftaoainf  the  pleafvre  you 


take  in  raillying  me  on  his  i 
How  know  you,  but  all  that  appears  t9 
be  fpecious  and  reafonable  in  hisoiersi 
fuch  as.  Handing  his  chance  for  my 
favour,  after  I  became  indtpemUat^  a» 
I  may  call  it)  [by  which  I  mean  no 
more,  than  to  have  the  liberty  of  re- 
fufing  for  my  hulband  a  man  whom  it 
hurts  me  but  to  think  of  in  that  light  J 
and  fuch  as  his  not  vifiting  mt  but  by 
my  leave;  and  till  Mr.  Morden  comc^ 
and  till  I  am  fatisfied  of  his  reforma- 
tion—How know  you,  I  fay,  that  he 
gives  not  himfelf  thefe  airs  purely  to 
ftand  better  in  jfour  graces  as  well  as 
mney  by  offering  of  his  own  accord 
conditions  which  he  muft  needs  think 
would  be  infilled  on,  were  the  caft  !• 
happen? 

Then  am  I  utterly  difuleafed  wltli 
him.  To  threaten  as  he  threatens;  yec 
to  pretend,  that  it  is  not  to  intimidate 
me;  and  to  beg  of  you  tut  to  tell  mt^ 
when  he  muft  know  you  nuould^  and 
no  doubt  intended  that  you  Jbould,  it 
fo  meanly  artful  !^-The  man  mufl 
think  he  has  a  frighted  fool  to  deal 
with. — I,  to  join  hands  with  fuch  ft 
man  of  violence!  my  own  brother  the 
man  whom  he  threatens!— And  what 
has  Mr.  Solmes  done  to  him?^-Is  he  to 
be  blamed,  if  he  thinks  aperfan  would 
make  a  wife  worth  having,  to  eodea- 
your  to  obtain  her?— O  that  my  friends 
would  but  leave  me  to  my  own  way  in 
this  one  point!  For  have  I  given  the 
man  encouragement  fufficient  to  ground 
thefe  threats  upon?  Were  Mr.  Solmes 
a  man  to  whom  I  could  be  but  indiffc- 
rentf  it  mr^ht  be  found,  that  to  have 
the  merit  ot  a  fufferer  given  him  from 
fuch  a  flaming  fpirit,  would  very  little 
anfwer  the  views  of  that  fpirit.  It  is 
my  fortune  to  be  treated  as  a  fool  by  my 
brother:  but  Mr.  Lovelace  (hall  find — 
Yet  I  will  let  iii>f  know  my  mind;  and 
then  it  will  come  with  a  better  grace  to 
your  knowledge. 

Mean  time,  give  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  that  it  goes  againft  me,  in  my 
cooler  moipentfi,  unnatural  as  my  bro- 
ther is  to  me,  to  have  you,  my  dear, 
who  are  my  other  fcif,  write  fuch  very 
fevere  refleflions  upon  him,  in  relation 
totheadvantage  Lovelace  had  over  him. 
He  is  not  i ndccd j-'o^r  brother:  but  re- 
member, that  you  write  to  /;/'/  fifter.— • 
Upon  my  word,  my  Jear  Mils  Howe, 
you  dip  your  pen  in  gall  whenever  yoti 
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•re  oifendeJ:  and  I  am  almoft  ready  to 
queftion,  when  I  read  Tome  of  your  ex- 
preffions  againft  others  of  my  relationt 
a»  well  as  him/  (altfaoueh  iu  my  fa- 
vour)  whether  you  are  fo  thoroughly 
warranted  by  jour  owu  patience,  as 
you  think  yourfelf,  to  call  other  peo- 
ple to  account  for  tbetr  warmth .  Should 
we  not  be  particularly  careful  to  keep 
clear  of  the  faults  we  ccnfurc? — And 
yet  I  am  Co  angry  both  at  my  brother 
and  filler,  that  I  (hould  not  have  taken 
this  liberty  with  my  dear  friend,  not- 
withftanding  I  know  you  ne^uer  loved 
them,  had  you  not  made  fo  light  of  (6 
fhocking  a  tranfaftion,  where  a  bio- 
iHer's  life  was  at  ftake:  when  his  ere* 
dit  in  the  eye  of  the  niifchievous  Tex  has 
received  a  ftill  deeper  wound  than  he 
//r/o«<z//^fuftained;  and  when  a  revival 
of  the  fame  wicked  rcfentments  (which 
may  end  more  fatally)  is  threatened. 

His  credit,  I  fay,  in  the  eye  of  the 
utifcbieifous  fix:  who  is  not  warranted 
to  call  it  Co'^  when  it  is  reckoned  among 
the  men  fuch  an  extraordinary  piece  of 
felf-conqueft  (as  the  two  libertines  his 
companions  gloried)  to  refolve  never  to 
give  a  challenge;  and  among  whom 
duelling  is  fo  fafhionable  a  part  of  bru- 
tal bravery,  that  the  man  of  temper^ 
who  is,  moftly,  I  believe,  the  truly 
brave  man,  is  often  at  a  lofs  fo  to  be- 
have n$  to  avoid  incurrinr;  cither  a  mor- 
tal guilt,  or  a  general  contempt? 

To  enlarge  a  little  upon  thisfubjefl, 
may  we  not  infer,  that  thofe  who  would 
be  guilty  of  throwing  thcfc  contempts 
upon  a  man  of  temper,  who  would  ra- 
ther pafs  by  a  verbal  injury,  than  to  em- 
brue  his  hands  in  blood,  know  not  the 
meafure  of  true  magnanimity?  nor 
how  much  nobler  it  is  to  fcrgi*i/e,  and 
even  )iow  much  more  manly  to  iieff>i/e, 
jhan  to  refent  an  injury?  Were  I  a  man, 
m^thinks,  I  (hould  have  too  much  fcorn 
for  a  perfon,  who  could  wilfully  do  me 
a  mean  wrong,  to  put  a  value  upon  its 
life,  equal  to  what  I  put  upon  myonvn. 
\^h3tan  abfurdity,  becaufe  a  man  had 
done  me  ^fmall  injury,  that  I  ihould 
but  it  in  his  power  (at  Jeaft,  to  an 
equal  x\Cf\xit)  to  do  me,  and  thofe  who 
love  me,  an- irreparable  one?— Were  it 
not  a  iviljul  injury,  nor  auonved  to  be 
fo,  there  could  not  be  room  fur  ref«nt' 
ment. 

How  willingly  would  I  run  away 
from  myfelfj  and  what  moft  concern! 


myfelf,  if* I  could!  This  dlgiefliM 
brings  me  back  again  to  the  occasion  of 
it— -And  that  to  the  impatience  I  -wras 
tn,  when  I  ended  my  laft  letter,  for  mj 
iituation  is  not  altered.  I  renew' tfasre- 
fore  my  former  eameftnefs,  as  the  new 
day  approaches,  and  will  bring  writh  it 
perhaps  new  trials,  that  you  will  (^s 
undiveftedly  as  poffible  of  favour  or  re- 
fentment)  tell  me  what  you  \KrouId 
have  me  do:— for,  if  I  am  obliged  to 
go  to  my  uncle  Antonyms,'  all,  I  jooubt, 
will  be  over  with  me.  Yet  bo^v  to 
avoid  it— That's  the  difficulty! 

I  (hall  depofit  this  the  firft  tiling. 
When  you  have  it,  lofc  no  time,  I 
pray  you,  to  advife  (left  it  be  too 
late)  your  ei/er -obliged 

Cl.  Harlows« 


LETTER    XI. 

MISS  HOWE,   TO  MISS  CLARISSA 
HARLOWE. 

SATURDAY,   MAftCH   25. 

WHAT  can  I  advife  you  to  do, 
my  noble  creature  ?  Your  me* 
rit  is  your  crime.  You  can  no  mors 
change j^oJir  nature,  than  yourpcrfecn- 
tors  can  theirs.  Your  difrrefs  is  owinsr 
to  the  vaft  difparity  between  you  and 
them.  What  would  you  have  of  them  ^ 
Do  they  not  aft  in  charafter? — And  to 
whom?  To  an  alien ,  You  are  not  one 
of  them.  They  have  two  dependencies 
in  their  hope  to  move  you  to  compH. 
ance — Upon  i\it\v  impenetrabUfufs  one^ 
[I'd  give  it  a  more  proper  name,  if  f 
daredj  the  other,  on  tne  regard  yoi| 
have  always  had  for  your  chamber ^ 
[Hare  they  not  heretofore  owned  as 
much?]  and  upon  your  appreheo dons 
from  that  of  Lovelace,  which  won  Id 
difcredit  you,  (hould  you  take  any  ftep 
by  his  means  to  extricate  yourlel^ 
Then  they  know,  that  refent  ment  and 
unperfuadfablenefs  are  not  natural  to 
youj  and  that  the  anger  they  have 
wrought  you  up  to,  will  /ubiide,  a^ 
all  extraordinaries  foon  do^  and  that 
once  married,  you  will  make  the  bei^ 
of  it. 

But  furely  your  father^  s  fon  and  cldl- 
eft  daughter  have  a  view  ^by  commu- 
nicating to  fo  narrow  a  foul  alj  they 
know  of  your  ]uit  avcrilon  to  him)  t« 
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nUiI  wtkaf^mtS^  for  life  updo  jfta, 
not  you  to  have  the  man  who  is  ^* 
ftady  more  nearly  related  to  them,  than 
tver  hecan  he  to  you,  although  the 
ihockiog  coinpalfioii  (hould  takepbce. 

At  to  that  wretch's  perfevtnuice, 
thoTe  only,  who  know  not  the  mant 
vill  woMkr  at  it.  He  has  not  the  leift 
ddictcy.  ffis  princf  pal  view  in  mar- 
riage is  not  to  the  mind.  How  iial] 
tltofehesntics  be  valued,  which  cannot 
be  comprehended?  Were  you  to  be  hit, 
and  (hew  a  vifible  want  of  tendcmefs 
Id  hiin,  it  is  my  opinion,  he  would  not 
be  Budi  Goncemed  at  it.  I  have  heard 
foil  well  obferve,  from  yoor  Mrs.  Nor- 
ma, That  a  perfoiv  who  has  any  ««;«r* 
m^f  paflton,  will  compoond  by  giv- 
isg  M^twttttyfeccmdafy  or  taufir-fiau^ 
ftSitMSf  though  more  laudable  ones, 
is  onkr  to  have  that  gratified. 

Til  give  you  the  iubftance  of  a  con- 
ver&tion  [No  fear  you  can  be  made  to 
like  khn  worie  than  you  do  already] 
tbit  padled  between  Sir  Harry  Downe- 
toDsnd  tMs  Solmes,  but  three  days 
a^s,  u  Sir  Harry  told  it  but  yefterday 
to  ny  noiber  and  me.  It  will  confirm 
to  you  that  what  your  fiftcr*s  infolent 
Betty  RMited  he  Aould  fay,  of  go- 
verning by  fior,  was  not  ot  her  own 
beid. 

Sir  Harry  told  him,  he  wondered  be 
flioald  wiib  to  obtain  you  to  much 
tgainft  yoiu'  inclination,  as  evcry-hody 
knew  it  would  be,  if  he  did. 

He  mattered  not  that,  he  fiiid :  coy 
mndsmade the fondeft wives.  (Aibrry  : 
^icw!]  It  would  not  at  all  grieve  him 
to  fee  a  pretty  woman  make  wry  faces, 
if  (be  gave  him  cavfe  to  vex  her.  And 
jooreftate,  by. the  convenience  of  it's 
Ksation,  would  richly  pay  him  for  all 
bcconld  bear  with  your  fliynefs. 

He  (bould  be  Aire,  he  faid,  after  a 
vUle,  of  your  complaifance,  if  not  of 
jwrtove:  and  in  that  (hould  be  hap; 
fier  tban  nine  parts  in  ten  ef  his  mar- 
ried acquaintance. 

Wbat  a  wretch  is  this  t 

For  the  reft,    yonr  known  virtue  . 
vonJd  be  as  great  a  leeurity  to  him,  ts 
k«e9BMwiflifor. 

'  Sbewill  look  upon  you,*  faid  Sir 
H*ny,  '  if  ihe  be  forced  to  marry  yon^ 
'  »£Uzahcth  of  France  did  upon  Fhi- 
*  lip  n.  of  Spain,  when  he  received 
'  btr  on  his  frontiers  as  her  hafiwnc!, 
'  vbo<tMu  to  have  been  bvt  her  father^ 
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*  in-lawt  that  is,  with  fair  and  terror^ 

*  rather  than  with  complaifance  and 

*  love.    And  you  will  perhaps  be  an 
'  furly  to  her,  as  that  old  monarch  waa 

*  to  hit  young  bride.* 

.  Fear  and  terror,  the  wretch,  the  hor- 
rid wietch,  fiud,  looked  pretty  in  n 
Wde  as.  well  as  in  a  wife:  and,  laugh- 
ing, [Yes,  my  dear,  the  hideous  fel* 
.low laughed  immoderately,  as  Sir  Harry 
told  us,  when  he  faid  it  J  It  flionld  be 
his  care  to  perpetuate  the  occafion  for 
that^tfr,  if  be  could  not  think  he' 
bad  the  kvi.  And,  truly,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  if  LOve  and  fiar  mnft 
.be  feparated  in  matrimony,  the  man 
whp  made  hiafelf /#«r/i/,  fared  heft* 

If  my  eyes  would  carry  with  them 
the  execution  which  the  eyes  of  the  bn- 
'filift:  are  iatd  to  do,  I  would  make  it 
my  fifA  bufinefa  to  Jig  thia  creature. 

My  mother,  hovrever,  fays,  it  would 
be  a  prodigious  merit  in  you,  if  you 
could  get  over  your  averfion  to  him. 

*  Where,*  aOtaihe,  [as  you  have  bean 
niked  before]   *  is  the  praife-worthi- 

*  nefa  of  obedience,  if  it  be  only  pa^ 

*  in  inftancct  where  we  give  up  nQ- 
«  thing?' 

What  a  fatality,  that  you  have  no 
r  better  an  option-^Esther  a  S<jUa  or  a 
ChatyUu. 

Were  it  net  you,  I  flioold  know 
how  (barbaronfly  ufed  as  you  are  ufed) 
to  advlfe  you  in  a  moment.  But  fuoh 
a  noble  charaaer  to  fuffer  from  a  (fup- 
pofed)  raflinefs  and  indi(bnrtioo  of 
fuch  a  nature,  would,  aa  I  have  here- 
tofore obfenred,  be  a  wound  to  the  fex. 

While  I  was  in  hone,  that  the  aflert* 
ing  of  vour  own  inaependence  would 
have  helped  you,  I  was  pleafed,  that 
you  had  one  refource,  as  I  thought:  but 
now,  that  you  have  fo  well  proved,  th^t 
fuch  a  ftep  vrould  not  avail  you,  I  am 
entirely  at  a  lofs  what  to  fay. 

I  will  lay  down  my  pen,  and  think. 

I  HAVB  confidered,  andconfidered 
again)  but,  I  protefl,  I  know  no  more 
what  to  fay  now,  than  before.  Oniv' 
this:  that  I  am  young,  like  yourfeff; 
and  have  a  much  weaker  judgment, 
and  ftronffer  paifions,  tban  you  have* 

I  have  heretofore  fifid,  that  you  have 
offered  as  much  as  you  ought,  in  of- 
fering to  live  fingle.  If  you  were  ne- 
ver to  marry,  the  eftate  they  are  fo  Icith 
fhould  go  out  of  their  name,  would, 
Z  in 
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in  time,  I  fuppofc,  revert  to  youf  brcr- 
ther:  and  be  or  bis  would  hare  it,  per- 
haps, much  more  certainly  this  way, 
than  by  the  precarious  rcverfiont  which 
Solmes  makes  them  hope  for.  Have 
*you  put  this  into  their  odd  beads,  my 
dear?— The  tyrant  word  authort- 
T  V,  as  thejr  ufc  it,  can  be  the  onlyob^ 
}e^ion  againft  this  oi!er. 

One  thing  yon  muft  confider,  that, 
if  you  leave  your  parents,  yourdu^ 
and  love  will  not  iiiffer  you  to  juftify 
yourfclf  by  an  appeal  againft  them;  and 
ib  you  11  have  the  world  againft  you^ 
And  ihould  Lovelace  continue  his  wild 
life,  and  behave  ungratefully  to  you, 
will  not  his  bafenets  feem  tiK  fuftify 
their  cruel  treatment  oijou,  as  well  as 
their  diflike  of  bim  f 

May  Heaven  direft  you  for  the  beftl 
—I  can  only  fay,  that,  for  my  own 
part,  I  would  do  any-thing,  go  any- 
whither,  rather  than  be  compelled  i» 
marry  the  man  I  hate;  and  (were  be 
fuch  a  man  as  Solmes)  muft  always 
hate—Nor  could  I  have  borne  what  vou 
have  borne,  if  from  father  and  uncles, 
-not  from  brother  and  lifter. 

My  mother  will  have  it,  that  after 

(they  have  tried  their  utmoft  ei&>rts  to 

'  bring  yt>u  into  their  meafures,  and  find 

themineffeftual,  they  will  recede.  But 

T  cannot  fay  I  am  of  her  mind.    She 

does  not  own,  ihe  has  any  other  autho- 

>  rity  for  this,  but  her  own  conjeAure. 

I  dkould  otherwife  have  hoped,  that 

your  uncle  Antony  and  (he  had  been  in 

one  ftcret,  and  that  favourable  to  you: 

woe  be  to  one  of  them  at  leaft  [To 

your  uncle  to  be  fure  I  mean]  if  they 

fliould  be  in  ax9  otber! 

You  muft,  if  poifible,  avoid  being 

.  carried  to  that  uncle's.    The  man,  the 

parfon,  your  brother  and  Gfterprefent! 

•  —they'll  certainly  there  marry  you  to 
the  wretch.  Nor  will  your  newly, 
raifed  fpirit  fupport  you  in  your  rcfift- 
an ce  on  flich  an  occalion .  Your  meek- 
iiefs  will  returns  and  you  will  have  no- 
thing for  it  but  tears  [Tears  defpifed 

^  by  them  all]  and  inetf^fkual  appeals 
and   lamentations:— and  thefe  tears, 

.  when  the  ceremony  is  frofcntd^  yon 
muft  fuddenly  drv  up;  and  endeavour 

'  to  difpofe  yourfeif  to  fuch  an  humble 

-  frame  of  mind,  as  may  induce  your 

•  new-made  lord  to  forgive  all  your  paft 

•  <lec]aration%.of  averfion. 


*  In  oiort,  my  dear,  you  mtnt  tben 
blandifh  him  over  with  a  confeAmt^ 
that  all  your  paft  behaviour  was  piatd* 
enly  referve  onlyi  and  it  will  be  yomr 
part  to  convince  htm  of  the  truth  of  hia 
impudent  farcafm,  7>«/  thi  twt^  wuuds 
make  tbe  fondefi  <wi*ves.  Thn^  will 
you  enter  the  ftate  with  a  high  tmtt  of 
obligation  to  his  forgivhg  gm^mefki 
and  if  you  will  not  be  kejpt  to  it  by  that 
featy  by  iR^ich  he  propoies  to  govern,  I 
am  much  miftaken. 

Yet,  after  all,  I  muft  leave  the  point 
undetermined,  and  only  to  be  cieter- 
mined,  as  you  find  they  reoede  frooi 
their  avowed  purpofe,  or  refolve  to  re. 
move  you  to  your  uncle  Antony's.  But 
I  muft  repeat  mv  wiflies,  that  fomething 
may  fall  out,  tnat  nnther  of  theic  men 
.  may  call  you  i^ii/- And  may  you  live 
fingle,  my  deareft  friend,  till  fome  man 
fhail  offer,  that  may  be  as  worthy  of 
you,  as  man  eon  be  \ 

But  yet,  methinks,  I  woold  not, 
that  you,  who  are  fb  admirably  qvali. 
fied  to  adorn  the  married  ftate,  iliGnld 
be  always  fingle.  You  know  I  am  in* 
capable  of  flattery;  and  that  I  always 
rpeak  and  write  the  finccre  diaates  ti 
my  heart.  Nor  can  you,  from  wHat 
jrou  muft  know  of  your  own  merit, 
(taken  only  in  a  comparative  Ji(rht  with 
others)  doubt  my  finccrrty.  For  why 
ihould  a  perfon  who  delights  co  find  out 
and  admire  every- thing  that  is  praif<;. 
worthy  in  anoiber^  be  fuppofed  igpno- 
rant  of  like perfe6lions  in  berfAf^^frttKn 
ihe  could  not  fo  much  admire  them  m 
another,  if  the  had  them  mt  herfelf  ? 
And  why  may  not  I  Ptve  btr  thofe 
praifes,  which  (he  would  give  to  any 
other,  who  had  buthalf  of  her  excel- 
lences  ?— Efp^cially  when  /lie  is  rnca* 
pable  of  pride  and  vain>glory^  and 
neither  deipifes  Qiberi  for  the  want  of 
her  fine  qualities,  nor  over -values  iW. 
'felf  upon  them?— Oc'^r-valoes,  did  I 
£iy «— How  can  that  be » 

forgive  me,  my  beloved  friend.  My 
admiration  Of  you  (enaxafed,  as  it  is, 
'  by  every  letter  you  write)  will  not  al- 
ways  be  held  down  in  filencci  although^ 
in  order  to  avoid  offeadinsr  you,  I  gc* 
neraliy  endeavour  to  keep  it  ^rom  flow- 
ing to  my  pen,  when  1  write  to  you, 
or  to  my  lips,  whenever  I  have  the 
happinefs  to  oe  in  your  company. 

I  will  add  Otfthing  (though  I  could 
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m  IniBJiedl  tUtigt  mi  ftcccNmt  of  vMr 
iusft  oMiaiiiBicatioiit}  but  that  I  aoi 

Anna  Howi. 

I  kMe  I  haw  pleaied  foo  with  my 
Afpttdi.  I  wifii  I  bad  been  abb 
tD  plcaie  yon  with  my  K^ocAed 
advice. 

Y<m  have  given  new  bcaulict  to  the 
channiag  cxle  which  you  have 
tranfmined  to  me.  What  miy 
that  the  wretches  you  have  to  deal 
with,  put  you  out  of  your  admi- 
rable courier  io  the  purfuit  of 
whicht  like  the  fuot  ^ou  waa 
woDt  to  cbcar  and  iilumioatc  ail 
you  ihone  upon! 


LETTER    XIL 

MISS    CLAftlSSA    UARLOWSy     TO 
Miss  HOWB. 


H' 


SUIiDAY  MOaMlllOy  MAICM  l6. 

OW  ibothtng  a  thing  is  praife 
from  thofe  we  love  1«— Whether 
I  oonfdoua  or  not  of  defervin^  it,  it 
cumot  but  give  ua  great  deJigbt,  to 
fee  ourielvea  ftand  high  in  the  opinion 
of  tbofc  whole  favour  we  are  ambitioua 
to  cultivate.  An  ingenuous  mind  will 
make  this  farther  ule  of  it,  that  if  he 
be  fenfible,  that  it  does  not  alnady  de- 
ferve  the  charming  aunbutcs,  it  will 
haien  (before  it's  friend  £nda  hericlf 
miftaken)  to  obtain  the  jpy:t%  it  is 
comptimenfed  for:  and  this  it  will  do» 
as  well  in  honour  to  itftlf,  as  to  pre- 
ftnt  it*s  friend's  opinion,  and  juftify 
ber  jfudgment.  May  this  be  al3irays 
myaiml^-And  then  you  will  notonw 

E\  the  frmftt  but  the  nurtt^  and  I 
1  be  more  worthy  of  that  friend- 
frm»  which  is  the  only  pleafura  1  have 
mboaftof« 

Moft  heartily  I  thank  you  for  the 
h^Mdiipatchofvourlail  favour.  How 
J  bam  I  indebted  to  you  J  and  even 
I  our  booeft  fervant  I— Under  what 
c  ptkma  does  my  unhappy  fitoation 
1        e! 

t  let  meaniwer  the  kind  contents 
c       ,  as  well  as  I  may. 

\  to  gettin|p  over  m<i .  di&ufts  to 
I  Solmesy  1 1  IS  impofllble  to  be  donfc ) 
I      ^  he  wants  gencDoiity,  franknefs 
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of  hearty  benevolence,  manncrSy  and 
every  qualification  that  diftingui(bei 
the  worthy  man.  O  my  dear!  what  a 
degree  ot  patience,  what  a  peatnefs 
of  foul,  is  required  in  the  wire,  not  to 
defpiie  a  huiband  who  is  more  ipio- 
laat,  more  illiterate,  more  low-mmd- 
ed,  than  berielf  l-->Tbe  wretch,  vefted 
with  prenmtives,  who  will  claim  rule 
in  virtue  of  tbern^  (and  not  to  permit 
whole  cUim  will  be  as  dirgraceful  to 
the  prf/crihimg  wife  as  to  the  gonteriud 
humand)  how  ihall  fucb  a  bniband  as 
this  be  borne,  were  he,  for  icafons  of 
c$mvtmn€i  and  miirejl^  even  to  be 
our  CHOica  ?  But,  to  be  compelled  to 
have  fucb  a  one,  and  that  compulfion 
to  arile  from  motives  as  unworthy  of 
xhtpnfcribirs  as  of  tht  pn/cribedf  who 
can  think  of  getting  over  an  averfioa 
(6  juftly  founded?  How  much  eafier  to 
bear  the  tmpormy  perfecutions  I  la- 
bour under,  becaufe  temporary,  than 
to  ftiblve  to  be  ftub  a  man's  for  l\fef 
Were  I  to  comply,  muft  I  not  leave  my 
relations,  and  go  to  him?  A  month 
will  decide  the  one,  perhaps:  but  what 
a  iiuraiUn  rf  tvog  will  the  other  be  1-^ 
Every  day,  it  is  likely,  rifing  to  wit- 
nefs  to  fome  new  breach  of  an  alur- 
vowed  duty! 

Then,  my  dear>  the  man  feeni  s  already 
to  be  meditatins  vengeance  afainft  me 
for  an  averfion  I  cannot  help :  tor  yefter- 
day  my  laucy  gaolerefs  aflured  me.  That 
all  my  oppoiitions  would  not  fignify 
thatpmcb  off/uff,  holding  out  her  ecn- 
teel  nnger  and  thumb:  that  I  wi^  have 
Mr.  SiHmess  that,  therefore,  I  had  not 
beft  carry  my  jeft  too  far;  for  that  Mr. 
Solmes  was  a  man  of  fpirit,  and  had 
told  HIR|  that  as  I  ibould  furely  be  his, 
I  afted  very  wtpoiiteiji  finee,  if  he  had 
not  more  nurc^  [that  was  ber  words 
I  know  not  if  it  were  bh"]  than  I  had,  I 
might  have  caufe  to  repent  the  ufage  I 
gave  him  to  the  laft  day  of  my  life. 

But  enough  of  this  man;  who  by  what 

u  repeat  from  Sir  Harry  Downeton, 
as  all  the  infolence  of  his  fex*  without 
any  one  quality  to  make  that  infolence 
tolerable. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  Mr. 
Lovelace,  fince  his  vifit  to  you;  whi(:h 
make  three  that  I  havenotanfwered..  I 
doubt  not  his  bein^g  very  uneafy;  but  in 
his  lafl  he  complains  in  high  terms  of 
my  £lence|  not  in  the  ftill  fmall  voice, 
or  rather  ftile  of  an  humble  lover,  but 
in  a  ftile  like  that  which  would  pro- 
Z  a  bably 
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bably  be  nM  by  a  iK'ghted  pfot^ftor.' 
Atidhis  pride  is  again  touched,  that 
fikc  a  thief,  or  f^er^  dropper,  he  i  s  forced  • 
to  dodge  about  in  hopes  of  a  letter,  and 
tetitm  five  nrfles  (and  then  to  an  in* 
convenient  lod^ng)  without  any. 

Hia  letters,  and  the  copy  of  mine  » 
bhn,  ihall  fbon  atltend  yout  till  when,  f 
indll  give  yon  the  fabftanee  of  what  I 
tm>te  him  ycfterday . 

I  take  mm  fhrettlf  tO  taik  for  Mi 
freedom  in  threatening  me,  through 
yon,  with  ariik  to  Mr.  Solmef,  or  to 
my  brother.  I  fay,  That,  furely,  I  mtift 
be  thought  to  be  a  cr^ture  fit  to  bear 
On/'tbhtg',  fhat  Violence  and  menace* 
from  fome  of  my  dnvft  Jkmify  sfre  not 
enough  for  me  to  bear,  in  order  to  malee 
meavoidArm;  but  that  I  muft  have  them 
from  tim  too,  if  I  oblige  thofe  to  whom 
it  is  both  my  ineUnatwH  and  thtiy  t6 ' 
oblige  in  every-thingthat  is  retfonable, 
and  in  my  power. 

Very  dtraordinary,  I  tell  him,  that  1 
violent  fpirit  (hall  threaten  t6  do  a  raAi 
and  nnjuftiiiable'thing,  which  concema 
pu  but  a  little,  and  htrnfelf  a  great  deal. 
If  I  do  nof  fomethhig  ea  ra(h,  my  cha- 
Ya6ter  and  fex  confidered,  to  divert  him 
from  it; 

I  even  hint,  that,  however  ft  wouM 
flfieft  m/,  were  any  mii^hief  to  happen 
on  my  account,  yet  there  are  perfbhs,  as 
far  as  I  know,  who  in  my  cafe  would 
not  think  there  would  be  reaibn  for 
fimeb  regret, were  fuch  a  committed  raih- 
nefs  as  nc  threatens  Mr.  Solmes  wfth, 
to  rid  her  of  t*wo  perfont  «4iom  had  ihe 
^ever  known,  (he  had  never  been  un. 

This  is  plain-deiding,  my  dean  and 
I  fuppofe  he  will  put  it  into  ftill  plainer 
Bnghih  for  me. 

f  take  his  pride  to  tafk,  en  his  dif- 
daining  to  watch  for  my  letters;  andfbr 
hie  entet-dropping  languaee :  and  fay. 
That,  fa  rely,  he  has  the  lefs  reafon  to 
think  lb  handly  of  his  (ituation ;  fince 
his  faulty  morals  are  the  caufe  of  all ; 
and-Hnce  faulty  morals  defervedly  level 
all  diftinClion,  and  bring  down  rank  and 
birth  to  the  Canaille,  and  to  the  neoeffity 
which  he  fo  much  regrets,  of  appearing 
(if  I  muft  defcend  to  his  language)  at 
an  e*veS'dropper  and  a  thief.  And  then 
I  forbid  him  ever  to  txyt&  another  let- 
ter from  me  that  is  tofubje^l  him  to  fiich 
difgraceful  hardfliips. 

At  to  the  folcam  vowt  and  pnMk* 


fioni  he  it  (b  ready,  tipon  all  occaHoiti; 
to  make,  they  have  the  le(i  weight  with 
me,<  I  tell  him,  at  they  give  a  kind  of 
demonftrationt  that  he  himfelf,  from  hia 
own  chara6^er,  thinks  there  is  reafim  to 
make  them.  Deeds  are  to  be  the  only 
evidenee  ef  inieniioHs,  And'  I'  am  more  • 
and  more  convinced  of  the  necelllty  of 
breaking  off  a  cori«fpondenee  with  a 
perfon,  whofe  addreflfes  I  fee  it  i«  im- 
pofiible  either  to  exped  my  frienda  to 
encourage,  or  him  to  appear  to  with  that 
they  ihould  think  him  worthy  of  en- 
<x>uragement. 

What,  therefore,  I  repeatedly  defire 
it.  That  (inee  his  birth,  alliancet,  and 
expeftations,  are  fuch  as  will  wt  any 
tiiMe,  if  his  immoral  ehata^erbe  not  an 
objeAion,  procure  him  at  leaft  eqtial 
advantages  in  a  woman  whofe  tallc  and 
inclinations  moreover  might  be  better 
adapted  to  his  own;  I  inuft  upon  it,  aa 
well  as  advife  it,  that  he  giire  up  all 
thoughts  of  met  and  the  rather,  aa  he 
htef  all  along  (by  his  thrsatening  atod 
onpolite  behaviour  to  my  friends,  and 
whenever  he  fpeaks  of  them)  given  me 
r^aiibn  to  conclude,  that  there  is  ouire 
nnlice  to  them,  than  regard  to  mk^  in 
hisperfeverance. 

This  it  the  fubftance  of  the  letter*! 
have  written  to  him. 

The  man,  to  be  fore,  muft  have  the 
penetration  to  obferve,  that  my  corre- 
fpondericewiih  him  hitherto  is  owin^g 
more  to  the  fcverity  I  meet  with,  than 
to  a  very  high  value  for  him.  And  to  I 
would  have  him  think.  What  a  nvorfi 
than  Moloch  deity  is  that,  which  ex« 
peAs  an  oflfering  of  realbn,  duty,  and 
difcretion,  to  be  made  to  it*s  fhrioe! 

Your  mother  is  of  opinion,  yon  fhy, 
that  at  lap  my  frienda  will  relent.  Hea- 
ven grant  that  they  mav!«^But  fnv  bro- 
ther and  fifter  have  hich  an  influence 
over  every >  body,  and  are  fo  determined  $ 
lb  pique  themfelves  upon  fubdtting  me, 
and  carrying  their  potn^  that  I  defpair 
that  they  will— And  yet,if  they  do  not, 
I  frankly  own,  I  woald  not  fcrople  to 
throwmyftlf  upon  any  not  difreputable 
proteftion,  by  which  I  might  avoid  my 
picfent  perllxutions,  on  one  hand,  and 
not  give  Mr.  Lovelace  advantage  over 
me,  on  the  other— That  is  to  ^y^  were 
there  manifeftly  ao  mher  way  left  me  s 
for,  if  there  ^wete-,  I  ihould  think  the 
leftvingnbyfather^tbonfe,  withotit  hit 
confenit  'one  of  the  moft  inexcufeable 
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aSioM  I  could  bt  goiky  of,  were  the 
jMKiceft  ioa  to  he  efer  lb  tmcxotptionable^ 
aod  this  notwithftanding  the  inUepen- 
demt  fortune  willed  me  by  my  Er»n4- 
fattier.  And.  indeed  I  have  often  re- 
flcAed  with  a  degree  of  indigOMtion  and 
dii[biny  spoil  ine  thoughts  of  whtt  a 
bw,  le&fifli  creature  that  child  mnft  br, 
whois  to  be  remed  in  only  by  the  hopes 
of  wImc  a  patent  can  or  wiii  <lo  for  her. 

But  notwirhftanding  all  this,  I  owe 
it  to  the  iincerity  of  fFieodfliip  u>  con* 
£eia»  tb«t  I  kaow  Bot  what  IJbotdd  hare 
dose,  bad  your  advice  been  conclufive 
any- way.  Had  you,  my  dear,  been 
witneis  to  roy  diiierent  emotions*  as  I 
read  your  letter,  when,  in  one  place^ 
you  advife  me  of  my  danger,  if  I  am 
canicdtomy  uncle*si  in  another  ,yviieo 
you  owo  you  could  not  bear  what  I 
bear,  and  would  do  any -thing  rather 
tfa^o  marr}'  the  man  you  haici  yet,  in 
another,  reprefent  to  me  my  reputition 
liifieriog  in  the  world's  eye^  and  the 
neceffity  I  ibould  be  under  to  juftify  wy 
condud,  at  the  ezpeoce  of  my  frie:ids, 
were  I  to  take  a  ra(b  ilepi  in  anotlier, 
in^uate  the  dijbonefi  figure  I  Aiould 
be  forced  to  mahe,  in  fo  compelled  a 
matrimony  I  endeavouring  to  cajole^ 
&WO  apoB,  and  piay  the  hypocrite  with 
a  man  to  whom  I  have  as  averiiooi  who 
wooki  have  reaiba  to  hiHenjt  me  an  hy- 
pocrite, as  well  from  my  former  a  vow^ 
als,  as  from  the  fenfe  he  muft  have  (if 
common  fenfe  he  has)  of  hia  own  de- 
merit^-Tbe  neceffity  you  think  there 
would  be  for  me,  the  more  averfe  I 
really  was,  to  feem  the  fonder  of  him« 
a  foodoefs  (were  I  capable  of  fo  much 
diffimulation)  that  would  be  imputable 
to  diTgractfui  motives^  as  it  would  be 
too  vifible,  that  love,  either  of  perfon 
or  miad,  could  be  neither  of  tbem-« 
Then  his  undoobttd,  hia  even  conftU 
talional  oarrownels}  his  too  probable 
|<aloufy,  and  anforgtvingaefs,  bearing 
u  bia  mind  my  declared  averitoo,  and 
the  unfeigned  defpights  I  took  all  op- 
poctunitiea  to  do  him,  in  order  to  di^ 
o  ace  \a%  addrefs :  a  preference  avowed 
iS  him  from  theyimrr  motive:  with 
fide  he  profedetcotakeia  curbing 
filiking  tbe  fpirita  of  a.  wooian  he 
acquired  aright^o  tyrannize  over: 
foa,  I  lay,  been  witnefs  o£  my-dif- 
it  onpdoM  as  I  nM$  now  leaning 
ray,  now  dbat^  now  perplexed ;  now 
>etiiv^  BowaBgiyatoae^tkokat 
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anotberi*  now-tvialvHig'i  «•»  doubtia^ 
«-you  would  have  ^n  the  pow«r  yoi^ 
have  over  me^  and  would  have  hadrea« 
ion  to  believe,  thai,  had  yoagivea  youa 
advice  in  any  deiaaniiied  or  poiitiva 
aunncr,  I  hail  been  ready  to  have  beea 
eoacluded  by  it.  &o,  mv  dear,  you  will 
find,  from  theie  acknowledgments,  that 
you. muft  )«ttify  roe  to  thofe  laws  of 
friendfliip,  which  require  undiiguifed 
fraakaei's  of  heart  $  although  your  jufti. 
iication  of  me  in  chat  particular,  will 
perhaps  be  at  the  expence  of  my  pru- 
dence. 

But,  upon  tbe  whole,  this  I  do  rc« 
pea tr— That  nothing  but  the  iaft  extre* 
mity  (ball  make  me  abandon  if^y  father's 
hottii(,  if  they  will  permit  me  to  ftay  | 
aodif  I  can,byany  m«aQs,by  any  honeft 
prettoces,  but  keep  off  my  evil  deftiny 
in  it  till  my  couftn  Mordea  arrives.  As 
one  of  my  truilees,  bit  is  a  protefiioa^ 
into  which  I  may  without  difcredic 
throw  myftlf,  if  my  other  friends  (hall 
remain  determined.  And  this  (althougli 
they  feem  too  well  aware  of  it)  is  ail  my 
hope:  for,  as  to  Lovelace,  were  I  to  be 
fure  ol  his  tendernei's,  and  evep  of  hia 
reformation,  muft  not  the  thoughts  of 
embracing  the  offiered  proteAion  of  bit 
family,  be  the  fame  thing  in  the  world's 
eye,  as  accepting  of  his  own?— CouiA 
I  avoid  receiving  his  vifits  at  his  own 
relations?  Muft  I  not  be  his,  whatever 
(on  feeing  him  in  a  tuarer  light)  I 
fliould  find  him  out  to  be?  For  yo« 
know,  it  has  always  been  my  obicrva*> 
tioa,  that  very  few  people  iu  courtihip 
fee  each  other  as  they  are.  Ob!  my 
dear!  how  wife  have  I  endeavoured  ca 
bel  bow  anxious  to  chufe,  and  to  aroid 
evtry-thingjprecautioujly,  as  I  may  ihy^ 
that  might  make  me  happy,  or  unhappyi 
yet  all  rov  wifdom  now,  by  a  ftrange  fa* 
tality,  likely  to  become  fooliihnefsi 

Then  you  tell  me,  in  your  ufuai 
kindly -partial  manner,what  is  exoe^fced 
of  Mt4,  more  than  would  be  ot  foma 
others.  This  ihould  be  a  kflon  to  mo. 
Whatever  my  motives  were,  tbe  world 
vroald  not  know  them:  to  complain  of 
a  brotber^s  unkindnefs,  thai,  indeed,  I 
might  do|  diiferences  between  brothers 
and iiftirs, where intereftsdaib,  button 
commonly  arife;  but  where  the  fevew 
fathar  canaot  be  /eparsted  from  the 
faulty  brother)  who  could  bear  to  lights 
en  berielf,  by  loading  a  father?— Then, 
ill  lhi»  farticiilar  qw,  muft  not  tha  ha- 
tred 
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trcd  Mr.  LoTcIice  exprefles  to  Vfory 
one  of  my  family,  ( ilihough  in  return 
Ibr  their  hatred  of  km)  (hock  one  ex- 
tremely^  Muft  ittmi  Ibcw,  that  there 
18  fomethine  implacable,  as  well  at 
highly  unpolite  in  hia  temper?— And 
what  creature  can  think  of  marrving  fo 
18  to  be  ovt  of  all  hopet  ever  to  be  well 
with  her  own  neareft  and  tendereft  re- 
latione  f 

But  here,  having  tired  myielf,.and  I 
dare  (aj  yon»  I  will  lay  down  my  pen. 

Mr.  Solkcbs  is  almoft  continually 
here;  fois  my  aunt  Hervcyj  fo  are  my 
two  uncles.  Something  is  working 
ngainft  me,  I  doubt.  What  an  uneafy 
ffateis  fufpenfel— When  a  naked  fword, 
too,  feems  hanging  over  one^s  head ! 

I  hear  nothing  out  what  this  confi- 
dent creature  Betty  throws  out  in  the 
wantonnefs  of  office.  Now  it  is,  •  Why, 
•  Mifs,  don't  you  look  up  your  things? 
«  You'll  be  called  upon,  depend  upon 
<  it,  before  you  arc  aware.'  Another 
time  (he  intimates  darkly,  and  in  broken 
fentences,  (as  if  on  purpofe  to  teaze  me) 
what  one  fays,  what  another^  with  their 
enquiries  how  I  difpcfe  of  my  time? 
And  my  brother's  inl'olcnt  qucftion 
comes  nrequently  in,  Whether  I  am 
not  writing  ahiftory  of  my  fufferings? 

But  I  am  now  ufcd  to  her  pertnefs  t 
and  as  it  is  only  through  that,  that  I 
can  hear  of  any-thing  intended  againft 
inet  before  it  is  to  be  put  in  execution; 
■nd  as,  when  (lie  is  mo(t  impertinent, 
flie  pleads  a  commiiSion  for  it;  I  bear 
with  her;  yet,  now -and- then,  nut  with- 
out a  little  of  the  heart*  bum. 

I  will  depo(it  thus  far.  Adieu,  my 
dear. 

Clarissa  Harlowi. 

9Fritten  on  the  cvver^  after  Jhi  nviftt 
dmun^  *vuUb  a  fene'd: 

On  comittff  down,  I  found  your  ie- 
cond  letcerof  yefterday'a  date*.  I  baft 
read  it|  and  am  in -hopes  that  the  in- 
clofed  will  in  a  great  meafiire  aBfwer 
you r  mother ' s  ex  pe^a tions  of  me . 

My  moftrefpe^fulaeknowledjfmcflti 
to  her  far  it»  and  for  her  very  kind  ad* 
monitions. 

Youil  read  to  her  what  you  fleaie 
of  the  indofed. 


BETTER    Mil- 

MZSt   HOWE,  TO  MISS  CLAmiSSA. 

HARLOWe. 


SAT.  MAacH  a$*J 

1  Follow  my  laft  of  this  date  by  oom<<?| 
mand.  I  mentioned  in  my  formeri;  \ 
my  mother'*  opinion  of  the  merit  yon 
would  have,  if  you  could  oblige  your 
friends  aeainft  your  own  incltnationi 
Our  oonmenee  upon  this  Aib|e6^  waa  \ 
introduced  by  the  converfation  we  bad 
had  with  Sir  Hariy  Downeton^  and  wttf 
mother  thinks  it  of  fo  much  importance, 
that  (he  enjoins  me  to  give  you  the  par- 
ticulars of  it.  I  the  rather  comply,  aa  I 
was  unable  in  my  laft  to  tell  what  t^ 
advife  you  to;  and  as  yon  will  tn  tbia 
recital  have  my  mother's  opinion  at 
leaft;  and,  perhaps,  in  A^r/,  wbat  the 
vowld^s  would  be,  were  it  only  to  know 
what  (he  knows;  and  not  fo  much  as  I 
know. 

My  mother  argues  upon  tbta  cafe  tn 
a  moft  difcouraging  manner  for  ail  IVseh 
of  our  fex  as  look  forward  for  happi* 
nefs  in  marriage  with  tlie  mam  of  ibeir 
choice. 

Only,  that  I  know,  (he  basa(ide.view 
to  her  daughter;  #ho,  at  the  fame  ^m^ 
that  (he  now  prefers  no  one  to  another, 
values  not  the  man  her  mother  moft  re* 
l^ards,  of  one  farthing;  or  I  ihoold  lay 
It  more  to  heart. 

*  What  is  there  in  it,'  fays  flie,  *  that 

*  all  this  buftle  is  about?  Is  it  fuch  a 

<  mighty  matter  (or  a  yoong  woman  to 

*  give  up  her  inclmationatooUigeiicr 

<  friends?' 

*  Very  well,  mamma!*  tfaongfat  I. 
«  Now,  may  yon  aflc  this— At  forty, 
'  you  may--But  what  would  yoo  baTe 
«  iaidatElGBTE£Kr,istbequeftionr 

<  Either,'  faid  (he,  *  the  lady  mull  be 
^  diotight  to  have  very  violent  incltaa- 

*  tions,  [and  what  nice  young  creature 

*  would  have  that  fuppofed?]  which 

*  (he  C9M  not  give  upj  or  a  very  (hib- 

*  bom  will,  which  flie  nwouUnoHi  or, 

*  thirdlv,  have  parents  (he  was  indifle* 

*  rent  about  obliging.' 

Yon  know  my  moUMr  aow-and-tbea 
argues  very  notably)  always  verrwama* 
ly  at  leaft.  I  happen  often  to  differ  ^ni 
hers  ^^  ^M  both  think  lb  well  of  our 
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«VB  irgmtientt,  that  we  rery  icldom  are 
fe  kappy  as  to  convince  one  another.  A 
pRtty  cominon  cafe,  I  believe,  in  all 
^fib^aumt  <iebatin|rs.  She  favt,  I  am 
ratTOfV/y;  An^icCfiocpert:  I,  thntflie 
h  too  n^vife\  that  is  to  fay,  being  like- 
wife  puc  into  KngUffa,  Not  fo  young  as 
Pe  til  be£m :  ia  fiioit,  h  grown  fo  much 
into  mttber^  that  flic  has  forgotten  ihe 
ever  was  a  daughter •  So,  generally,  we 
call  another  cauie  bv  conient— -Yet  fall 
iaco  the  oM  one  half  a  dosen  timet  over, 
*S!eitb%Mt  confent^-Quittiogand  refume. 
b^,  with  half-angry  facet,  forced  into 
a  Imilet  that  ihere  might  be  (bme  room 
to  Dtece  together  agai n :  but  go  to  •  bed, 
if  bed-tinae,  a  little  fullen  neverthelefi } 
or,  if  we  fiieak,  her  filence  it  broken 
with  an  '  Ah,  Nancy!  You  are  fo  live- 
'  ly!  fo  quick!  I  wim  you  were  left  like 
"  yo«r  papa,  child !  * 

I  pay  it  off  with  tbinkin^r,  that  my 
mother  bat  no  reaibn  to  difclaim  htr 
ftare  in  her  Nancy:  and  if  the  matter 
so  off  with  greater  feverity  on  her  fide 
ttMin  I  wtlh  for,  then  her  favourite 
Uickaian  faret  the  worfe  for  it  next 
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know  I  am  a  faitcy  creature^  I 
know,  if  I  ^o  not  faji  To,  you  will  tbifik 
io.  So  oo  more  of  thit  juft  now.  What 
I  mention  it  for,  it  to  tell  vou,  that  on 
this  ferioot  occafion  I  will  omit,  if  I 
can,  all  that  pafled  between  ut,  that  had 
an  air  of  flippancy  on  my  part,  or  quick* 
neft  on  my  mother' t,  to  let  you  into  the 
€§oi  and  the  cogent  of  the  con verfation . 

*  Look  throagh  the  families,'  faid 
4ie,  *  which  we  ooth  know,  where  the 

*  aian  and  woman  have  been  faid  to 
'  marry  for  love;  which  (at  the  time  it 

*  is  fi>  called)  it  perhaps  no  more  than 
'  a  paffion  beson  in  folly  or  thoueht- 

*  lettbefa,  and  carried  on  from  a  (pirit 
'  ofperrerfeneft and oppofition,*  [Here 
we  had  a  parenthetical  debate,  which  I 
Qmit^3  '  2od  iee,  if  they  appear  to  be 
'  happier  than  thoie  whofe  piincipal 

*  inoncctneat  to  marry  hat  fa«fn  con- 
'  vcaience,  or  to  oblige  their  friends  | 
'       »ven  whether  they  are  general lyy^ 

*  ipy :   for   cojtuemence  and  iiuty^ 

*  ere  oblerved,  will  afforcl  zperma- 
'      H  and  even  an  encreafing  (^titfiac- 

*  n,  (at  well  at  the  time,  at  upon  the 
'  Seaioa)  which  feldom  fail  to  re- 
'      ird  them ftl vet  s  while  love^  if  love 

*  die  motive,  it  an  idle  pifBon.* 
[i      in  one  scusE  wf  mother  eetmnt 


i8i 

as  mifchirv9uj  as  afchoihot]'^*  It  it  a 

*  fer^vor^  that,  liV.r  all  other //ri/w/, 

*  lafts  but  a  little  while  after  marriage; 

*  a  how  over-  ftraincd,  that  foon  returns 

*  to  it^s  natural  bent. 

*  As  it  is  founded  generally  upon 

*  mere  ira/tovii/ excellences,  which  were 
'  unknown  to  the  perfont  themfelves 

*  till  attributed  to  either  by  the  other] 

*  one,  two,  or  three  months,  ufually 

*  fett  all  right  on  both  fides;  and  then* 
'  with  opened  eyes  they  think  of  each 

*  other— juft  as  every -body  elfe  thought 

*  of  them  before. 

*  The  lovers  ismaghuariet*  [her  own 
notable  word !  ]  '  are  by  that  time  gone 

*  off;  nature  and  old  habits  ^painfully 

*  difpenfed  with  or  concealed)  return  s 

*  diiguifes  thrown  aiide,  all  the  molet» 

*  frecklet,  and  defeats  in  the  minds  of 
«  eacby  difcover  themfelves;  and  'tie 

*  welt  if  each  do  not  Ank  in  the  opi- 

*  nion  of  the  other,  as  much  below  the 

*  common  ftandaixl,  as  the  blinded 
«  imagination  of  both  had  fet  them 
«  above  it.     And  now,'  faid  the,  « the 

*  fond  pair,  who  knew  no  felicitv  out 
«  of  each  other's  company,  art  fo  far 

*  from  finding  the  never* ending  va- 

*  riety  each  had  propofed  in  an  unre- 

*  (hnined  converiation  with  the  other, 

*  (when  they  feldom  were  together; 

*  and  always  parted  with  fomediing  to 
'  f^J\  or,  on  recollection,  when  parted, 
'  wiihing  they  had  Paid)  that  they  are 
'  continually  on  the  wing  in  purfuit  of 

*  amufements  out  of  themfelves;  and 

*  thofe,'  concluded  mv  fage  mamma, 
[did  you  think  her  wifdom  fo  very  mo- 
dern ?]  *  will  perhaps  be  the  livelier  to 

*  each,  in  which  the  other  has  no 
«  fliare.' 

I  told  my  mother,  that  if  yea  were 
to  take  anv  raih  ftep,  it  would  be  owing 
to  the  indi  Icreet  violence  of  your  friends . 
I  was  afraid,  I  faid,  that  thefe  reflec- 
tions upon  the  conduft  of  people  in  the 
married  ftate,  who  might  fet  out  with 
better  hopes,  were  hut  too  well  ground^ 
ed:  but  that  this  muft  be  allowed  nie« 
that  if  chftdren  weighed  not  thefe  mat- 
ters  fo  thoroughly  at  they  ougln,  neither 
did  parents  make  thofe  allowancet  for 
youth,  inclination,  and  inexperieneep 
which  had  been  found  neceiurv  to  be 
made  for  themfelves  at  their  childvenf 
time  of  life. 

I  remembered  a  letMr,  I  told  herr 
hereupon,  which  y^ou  wrote  a  lew 
moixtni  tgo,  pcrfonating  m  anonymoof 

elderly 
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elderly  lady,  (in  Mr.  Wycrlcy's  day 
•f  plaguing  you)  to  Mils  Drayt*»n'ft 
mother,  «rbo,  by  her  fcverity  and  rc- 
toaints,  had  like  to  have  driven  the 
joong  lady  into  the  very  fault  againft 
which  her  mother  was  moft  folicitous  to 
guard  her.  And  I  dared  to  fay,  ihc 
would  be  plea  fed  with  it. 

I  fetched  the  firft  draught  of  i  t,  which, 
9t  my  rcqueft,  you  obliged  roe  with  at 
file  time;  and  read  the  whole  letter  to 
my  mother.  But  the  following  paffage 
file  made  me  read  twice.  I  think  you 
once  toW  me  you  had  not  a  copy  of 
Ibis  Icttei-. 

*  Permit  me,  Madam,'  [fays  the  pcr- 
ibnated  grave  writer]  •  to  obfcrve,  that 

•  if  perfons  of  your  experience  would 

•  have  young  people  look /oriwir<y,  in 

•  orcfer  to  be  wifer  and  better  by  their 
«  advice,  it  would  be  kind  in  them  to 

•  look  backwardf  and  allow  for  their 

•  childrena  youth,  and  natural  vivacityj 

•  in  other  words,  for  their  lively  hopes, 
«  unabated  by  time,  unaccompanied  by 

•  refleaion,  and  unchecked  by  difap- 

•  pointment.    Things  appear  to  us  all 

•  in  a  VC17  different  light  at  our  en- 

•  trance  upon  a  favourite  party,  or 
«  tour;  when,  with  golden  profpe^s, 

•  and  high  cxpeaations,  we  rife  vioo- 
«  rous  and  freft,  like  the  fun  begtn. 

•  ning  it's  morning  courfe;  from  what 
«  they  do,  when  we  fit  down  at  the 

•  end  of  our  views,  tired,  and  prepar- 
9  iogforour  journey  bomcwai-d:  for 
«  then  we  take  into  our  reJUaiM^  what 
«  we  had  left  out  in  profpeSy  the  fe- 

<  tignes,  the  checks,  the  hazards,  wc 
«  bad  met  with;  and  make  a  true  cfti- 
«  mate  of  pleafures,  which  from  our 
«  raifed  expeaations  muft  neceifarily 

•  have  fallen  miferably  fliort  of  what 

<  we  had  promifed  ourfelves  at  felting 
4  out— Nothing  but  experience  can  give 

•  us  a  ftrong  and  efficacious  conviction 

•  0f  ihisdifltercncei  and  when  wcwould 
f  iscttlcate  the  fruits  of  that  upon  th< 
«  minds  of  thof©  we  love,  who  have  not 
«  li?ed  long  enough  to  find  tUofe  fruitS) 
«  and  w«-.nd  hope,  that  our  adwa 
«  Ihould  have  as  much  force  upon  thm; 
«  as  €fepirunce  haa  upon  us\  and  which, 
«  perhaps,  our  parents  advice  had  not 
«  upon  wrfdvei  ?t  our  daughters  time 

•  of  life;  fliouW  we  not  proceed  by  pa- 
«  tient  rtafoning^andgentlcnefs,  that 
«  w€  may  not  harden,  where  we  would 

<  coAvince?  Fori  Madam,  the  tendereft 


*  and  moft  generous  minds,  wlien  barft- 
«■  ly  treated,  become  generally  tlie  moft 

*  inflexible.  If  the  yotmg  lady  knows 
«  her  heart  to  be  right,  however  de- 
«  feftive  her  beAd  may  be  for  want  of 

*  years  and  experience,  (he  will  be  apt 

*  to  be  very  tenacious.    And  if  the  be- 

*  licves  her  friends  to  be  wrong,  al- 
«  though  perhaps  they  may  be  onlv  fe 

*  in  thtir  methods  of  treating  her,  how 

*  much  will  every  unkind  circuinftance 

*  on  t|ic  parent's  part,  or  beedUfs  one 

*  on  the  child's,  though  ever  fo  flight 

<  in  itfclf,  widen  the  difference  I    The 

*  parcnf8/?-iyWir^  in  dif- favour,  will 
«  confirm  the  daughter's  in  favour,  of 

<  the  famcperfon;  and  thebcft  rcafon- 
«  ings  in  the  world  on  cither  fide,  will 

<  be  attributed  to  that  prejudice.  In 
«  Ihort,  neither  of  them  will  be  con- 
«  vi  need:  a  perpetual  oppofitioncnfuet; 

*  the  parent  grows  impatient;  the  child 

<  defperate,  and,  as  a  too  natui-al  con- 

*  fequencc,  that  falls  out  which  the 
«  mother  was  moft  afraid  of,  and  which 

*  poffibly  had  not  happened,  if  the 
«  child's  pafllon shad  been  only  i^t/,  not 

*  dri*ven.* 

My  mother  was  pleafedvwth  the  whole 
letter;  and  faid,  itif^rwf^/tohavcihc 
fuccefs  it  met  with.  6ut  aikcd  mc  what 
excufe  could  be jaffcrcd  for  a  young  lady 
capable  of  making  fuch  refleeEions, 
(and  who  at  her  time  of  life  cotild  fo 
well  affumc  the  cbaraaer  of  one  of 
riper  years)  if  <he  (hould  roih  into  ^ny 
iratal  miftake  herfelf  ? 

She  then  touched  upon  the  moral 
cbaraaer  of  Mr.  Lovelacei  and  bow 
reafonable  the  averfiou  of  your  rela- 
tions is,  tQ  a  man  who  givca  himfelf 
the  liberties  he  is  faid  to  fcike;  and  who 
indeed  himfelf  denies  not  the  accufit- 
tion;  having  been  heard  to  declare,  that 
he  will  do  all  the  mifchief  he  can  to 
the  fcx,  in  revenge  for  the  ill-ufage  and 
broken  vows  of  nis  firft.  love,  «t  a  time 
when  he  was  too  young  [his  own  tx- 
prcflion  it  feems]  to  be  infincere. 

I  replied.  That  I  had  heard  every  one 
fay,  that  the  lady  meant,  really  nftd 
him  ill;  that  it  affeaedhim  fo  much  at 
the  time,  that  he  was  forced  to  travel 
upon  i!;  and  to  drive  her  out  of  his  hear^ 
ran  into  courfes  which  he  had  ingenu- 
oufnefs  enough  himfelf  to  condemn  y 
that,  however,  he  had  denied  that  he 
had  thrown  out  (bch  menaces  againft 
the  fcx  when  chiiged  with  them  by  mt 
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n  y6iir  pre&nce;  and  declared  hiraftlf 
iacapableof  To  anjuft  and  ungene- 
rous a  nefentment  ^inft  aU^  for  the 
perfidy  of  •9U* 

Yott  remember  this,  m)r  dear;  as  t 
do  jour  innocent  obferratton  upon  it. 
That  you  could  believe  his  foiemn  afle- 
voractlon  and  denial:  '  For  fureiy/ laid 
yooy  *  the  nian  who  would  refent,  at 

*  the  higfaeft  indignity  that  could  be  of- 
'  fered  to  a  gentleman,  the  imputation 

*  of  a  'wilful  falftiood,  wottla  not  be 

*  guilty  of  one.' 

I  inufted  upon  the  extraordinary  cir- 
camitaBces  in  your  cafe  $  paiticunuix- 
lag  (hem.  I  took  notice,  that  Mr. 
Lr*veUce*s  morals  were  at  one  tiaie  no 
•bie^on  with  your  relations  for  Am- 
bclla  £  that  then  much  was  built  upon 
bis  family*  and  more  upon  his  parts 
and  l^rningy  which  made  it  out  of 
doubty  that  be  might  be  reclaimed  by 
a  woman  of  virtue  and  prudence  t  and 
£prsy  forgive  me  for  mentioning  it] 
I  ventorcd  to  add,  that  although  your 
family  might  be  good  fort  of  folks,  as 
the  world  went,  yet  nobody  but  you 
imputed  to  any  4>f  them,  a  t/ery  pun<- 
titioas  concern  for  religion  or  pietr-* 
tbeitfore  were  they  the  lefs  entitled  to 
objcd  to  dcfeds  of  that  kind  in  others. 
Tbeo,  *  What aoodipus  man/  faid  I, 

*  have  they  picked  out  to  fupplant  in  a 
'  lady's  afie&ions  one  of  the  fineft 

*  figures  of  a  man,  and  one  noted  for 
<  bis  bffUiant  parts,  and  other  ac<y>m- 

*  pliAments,  whatever  his  morals  nay 

Still  my  mother  infifted,  that  there 
was  tbe  greater  merit  in  your  obedience 
on  that  account;  and  ureed,  that  there 
bardly  ever  was  a  very  handfome  and 
a  very  fprightly  man  who  made  a  tender 
and  affe^ionate  hulband:  for  that  they 
were  generally  fuch  Narcifiufes,  as  to 
iaiagiBe  every  woman  ought  to  think 
as  highly  of  them,  as  they  did  of  them- 
felves. 

There  wa<  no  danger  from  that  con- 
fideration  btre^  I  (aid,  becaufe  the  lady 
had  ftili  ^rreater  advantages,  both  of 
perfbnand  mind,  dian  the  man^  race- 
hX  and  elegant,  as  he  mttft  be  allowed 
to  be,  beyond  moft  of  his  fex. 

She  canaot  eadtire  to  hear  me  praife 
any  man  but  her  favourite  Hickman  t 
upon  vrfwiB,  never rhelefs,  flie  generally 
brioffs  a  degree  of  contempt  which  he 
wiOuId  e/cape,  did  (be  not  lefTen  the  lit- 
tle Btrit  he  has,  by  giving  himi  pn  all 


occafioos,  more  than  I  thjiik  be  can  d€« 
ferve,  and  entering  him  into  compari- . 
fons  in  which  it  is  imxioilible  but  he 
muft  be  a  fulFerer.  And  now  [pre-, 
ppfterotts  partiality!]  (be  thgught,  for 
2#r  part,  that  Mr.  Hickman,  'bating 
that  Wxiface  indeed  was  notfbfmooth, 
nor  his  complf  xion  quite  fo  good,  and 
faving  that  he  was  not  fo  prefuming  and. 
fo  bolcl,  (which  ought  to  be  no  fault 
with  a  moded  woman)  equiIleJ  Mr» 
Lovelace  at  any  hour  of  tin  day. 

To  avoid  entering  further  into  fuch 
an  incomparable  comparifon,  I  faid,  I 
did  not  believe,  had  they  left  you  to  your 
own  way*  and  treated  you  generoufly, 
that  you.  would  have  had  the  thought 
of  encouraging  any  man  whom  they 
difliked. 

*  Then,  Nancy,*  catchins  me  up, 

*  the  excufe  is  leis— For,  if  fo,  mult. 

*  there  not  be  more  of  contradidion^ 

*  than  lovt^  in  the  cafe  ?* 

<  Not  fo.  neither,  Madam:  for  I 
*.  know  Min  Clarifla  Harlowe  would 

*  prefer  Mr.  Lovelace  to  all  mep,  it 

*  morals—* 

«  IF,  Nancy  I— That  //  is  crcry- 
<  thing.— Do  you  really  think  (he  loves 

*  Mr.  Lovelace?* 

What  would  you  have  had  me  to  fay, 
my  dear  ?«— I  won*t  tell  you  what  I  dU 
(ay:  but  had  I  not  faid  what  I  ^dy  who 
would  have  believed  roe  } 
,  Befides,  I  iaooy  you  love  him !— Ex* 
cufe  me,  ray  dear:  vet,  if  you  deny  It, 
what  do  you  but  refied  upon  yourfelf, 
as  if  you  thought  you  oupbt  not  to  al- 
low yourfclf  in  waat  you  cannot  help 
doin;;  > 

'  Indeed,  Madam,*  faid  I,  *  the  man 

*  is  worthy  of  any  woman's  love,'— 
[.if 9  3KA>>^»  I  could  hy'\  *  But  her  pa- 
«  rents—' 

«  Herparents,Nancyr—[ You  know, 
my  dear,  how.  my  mother,  whoaccufea 
her  daughter  of  quicknefs  is  evermore 
interrupting  one  I J 

*  May  tuce  wrong  meafures,*  faid  I. 

*  Cannot  do  wrong—They  have  rea- 

*  fon,  T\\  warrant,*  faid  flic. 

«   By  which  they  may  provoke  a 

*  young  woman,*  faid  I,  *  to  do  rafh 

*  ^ines,  which  otherwife  (he  would 

*  not  do.' 

*  But  if  it  he  a  ra(h  thing,'  [return- 
ed fhe]  *  IhouUl  (he  do  it  >  A  prudmt 
J  daughter  will  not  wilfully  err,  bc- 

*  caulc  f»er  parents  err,  if  they  -ii'ire 

*  to  err*  if  (he  dot  the  world  which 

A  a  *  bUmts 
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'blamet  tlie  parents,  'wi)l  not*  acqtnt 
the  child.  All  that  can  be  faid,  in 
extenuation  of  a  daughter's  error 
10  this  cafcy  arifes  from  a  kind  con- 
fideratioii,  which  Mifs  Clary's  kt* 
ter  to  lAdxr  Drayton  pleads  for»  to 
be  paid  to  iir  daughter's  vouth  and 
inexperience.  And  ^1  inch  an  ad- 
miraole  voung  perfon  as  Mxfs  CU- 
ri/Ta  Harlowe,  ytnoCt  nrodence,  as  we 
fee,  qualifies  her  to  oe  an  ad^ifer  of 
perfons  much  older  than  hcrfelf^  take 
melter  under  G)  poor  a  corert  f 
*  Let  her  know,  Nancy,  out  of  hand* 
what  I  fay}  and  I  charge  you  to  rt« 
prcfcnt  farther  to  her.  That  let  her 
diHikeone  man  and  approve  of  ano- 
ther ever  (6  much,  it  will  be  expect- 
ed of  ayouDg  lady  of  her  unbounded 
generomy  and  greatnefs  of  mind^  that 
lie  Ihould  denj^  htrfiy^  when  flie  can 
ohligi  tdl  ber  famly  \rt  ib  doing— 
No  lefs  than  ten  or  a  dosen  perhaps 
the  nearell  and  dearct  «»  her  of  all 
the  perfoos  m  the  world,  an  indnl- 
gest  father  and  mother  at  the  head  of 
them.  It  may  htfaiuy  only  on  her 
fide;  but  parents  look  deeper:  and 
will  not  Mifs  Clanfia  Harlowe  give 
up  her  fdn^  to  her  .parents  ^'m^- 

1  faid  a  ereat  deal  upon  this  i^uk' 
m^nt  fbbjett :  all  that  yon  could  wiih 
I  ihould  lay;  and  all  that  your  ex- 
traordinary caft  allowed  me  to  lav. 
And  my  mother  was  fo  fenfibW  of  tne 
f)rce  ot  it,  that  (he  charged  roe  not  to 
write  to  you  any  part  of  my  aniwer  to 
what  (he  (aid  j  but  only  what  lie  berftlf 
had  advanced}  left,  in  A>  critical  a  ca(e» 
it  ihould  induce  you  to  take  mcafures 
which  might  j^ve  us  both  reaibn  (me 
for  giving  it,  you  for  iUlowing  it)  to 
repent  it  as  long  as  we  lived. 

And  thus,  my  dear,  have  I  iet  my 
mother's  arguments  before  i^>u.  And 
the  rather,  as  I  cannot  myfetf  tell  what 
Co  advife  you  to  do— You  know  beft 
your  ovra  heart;  and  what  that  will  let 
you  do. 

Robin  undertakes  todepofit  this  very 
early,  that  you  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  receive  it  by  your  firft  moming 
ainng. 

Heaven  guide  and  direCl  yon  for  the 
belt,  is  the  inceiTant  prayer  of  jour 
evtr-uff&iondte 

Anna  Howe. 
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LETTER    XfV. 

t^ISS  CLARISSA  HAmLOWEyTO  MISS 
HOWS. 

tvic»AY  AVTaaneovr* 

I  Am  in  great  apprcheniions.  Yet 
cannot  help  repeating  my  humble 
thanks  to  your  mother  and  yon»  for 
your  tail  favour.  I  hope  her  kind  end 
iS  anffrered  by  the  contents  of  my  laft. 
Yet  I  muft  not  think  it  enough  to  ac- 
knowledge hci-  goodnefs  to,me,  with  a 
pencil  only,  on  the  cover  of  a  tester 
Sealed  up.  A  few  lines  give  me  leave 
to  write  with  regard  to  my  anonymooa 
leHer  to  I«ady  Drayton.  If  I  did  n9i 
at  that  time  tell  you,  as  I  believe  I  Md^ 
that  my  excellen.t  Mrs.  Norton  gav« 
me  her  afliibnce  in  that  letter,  I  now 
acknowledge  that  Ihc  did. 

Pray  let  your  mother  know  this,  for 
twb  reafons;  one,  that  I  may  net  be 
thought  to  arrbgate  to  myiclf  a  diicre- 
tion  which  does  not  belong  to  roe;  the 
odier,  (hat  I  may  not  fufiv  by  the  fe- 
vere,  but  juft  inference  ihe  was  pleafed 
to  draw )  doMiiig  my  faults  upon  me, 
if  I  myfelf  ihould  aft  unworthy  of  the 
advice  I  was  fuppofed  to  give. 

Before  I  come  t»  what  rooA  nearly 
iflhQa  me,  I  nnift  chide  you,  once 
mofe,  lor  the  ievere,  the  *uery  ftvere 
things  you  mention  pf  our  family,  to 
the •fHiparagement  of  their  morals. 
Mfed,  my  dear,  I  wonder  at  you  )«- 
A  (lighter  occaikm  might  have  paifed 
tte»  after  I  have  written  to  jou  lb  of- 
ten to  (b  little  purpofe,  on  tnis  topick. 
But,  afie£Ung  as  my  own  circum- 
ftances  iu«,  1  cannot  pafs  by  without 
animadyeriion  the  refle6lion  i  need  not 
repeat  in  words. 

There  is  not  a  worthier  vroman  in 
England  than  my  mother.  Nor  ia  my 
father  dbt  man  you  romettmea  make 
him.  Excepting  in  one  point,  I  know 
not  any  family  which  lives  up  more  to 
their  duty,  than  the  principals  of  ours. 
A  little  too  uHcommunicuti'Ve  for  their 
mat  circQmftances--4hat  is  all.— - 
why,  then,  have  they  not  reaibn  to 
iniiit  upon  unexceptionable  morals  in  a 
nan  whole  fought-for  rdaftionihip  to 
-them,  by  a  marriage  in  their  family, 
tiiey  have  certainly  a  right  either  to  si* 
Ww  of«  or  to  difallow? 

.   Another 


CtARIISA  9A]tLOW^. 


Its 


T1 


AMMhcr  lineor  two,  btfoiv  I  am  du 
grofled  by  my  own  oonccrns^^UpOa 
]fov  treatment  <^  Mr.  Ifickman*  It 
It,  do  jQu  tbiok»  generous  to  revenge 
B  an  inaoocnt  peribn^  tlie  difplea- 
t  yon  noeive  from  another  quartci^ 
Ere  I  doubt  you  are  a  trefpaflcr  too  ? 
*»Biit  one  tbing^  I  could  tell  hua$  and 
you  kidaotbcft  provoke  mt  to  it:  itat 
iUi»  'Tbat  no  woman  u(es  ill  the  man 
Ac  does  not  abfolntely  rejed,  but  (tit 
bi  it  in  her  heart  to  make  him  amends . 
vlieallertynuuiy  has  had  it's  run,  and 
Whis  coopleated  the  mcafureof  his 
fimces  and  patience.  My  mind  is 
art  oMiQgh  at  eaftt  |o  puih  this  matter 
briber. 

I  wiil  DOW  give  you  the  occalion  of 
Biy  Mvfeut  apfSebenfions. 

IM  itaion  to  fear,  as  I  mtntioiiad 
IB  nuae  tf  this  momingy  that  a  Atom 
VIS  brewing.  Mr.  SoUnes  came  home 
tarn  church  this  afternoon  with  my 
famher.  Soon  after,  Betty  broog)it  ^e 
ttp  alettcr,  without  iaying  from  whom. 
It  was  ia  a  cover,  and  divefted  by  a 
htad  I  sever  faw  before;  as  if  it  were 
fifppofid  diat  I  would  not  receive  ai)d 
flfcn  it,  had  I  known  inm  whom  it 
noe. 

Thefearcthccon»Bti— 


*  TO  MISS  Ct AEISSA  HAHLOWi. 
<  svnnAri  Mfncui  16. 

'  SIAItST  MADAM, 

'  r  Think  myielf  a  moft  onba|^y 

^  *  nan,  in  tlmt  I  have  ntvf r  yet 

'  been  abk  to  pay  my  refpeft's  to  j^a 

'  «ith  yonre  cenCent,  for  one  hali^" 

'  Itour.    I  have  ibmething  to  commu- 

*  oicat  to  yoo  tlmt  ooneemes  you  muoh, 

if  yeuhepleafed  to  admit  me  to  )wure 

%Mk   Vottve  hoimttr  is  concerned 

iait,  and  the  honour  of  all  fattse  £i- 

wiOy.    It  relates  to  the  deiignts  of . 


)m jrou  are  ied  to  valew  >toi« 
tehedefims)  and  tolbme  of  his  . 
Rfsobal  aftaonsj  which  I  am  raddie 
W  give  yott  conTincsng  pfooiss  ^f 
tbanvchol.  Imay  iqipeartobem* 
Kniodiniu  bm  neverthelsile,  I  am 
uddk  fiomnkeoatbe,  that  every  tittle 
inmei  andyou  wtU  iieawhataman 
yw  aM  6d  to  ixwor.  But  ihope 
Ml  fi^  lor  your  ovne  hoBoor. 
'  ftny,  Madawij  uonrhfiifr  man  tear« 
•^Bi  ap  ^Ww  vnaa^»  y^wi^  luiinwiw  ^hw 


*  fiuniUyi  which  will  oblidge,  dnxt^ 
'  Mirs,j«ar at^  humbis  mi  m^fahbr 

*  ROQIR  SOLMBS^ 

*'  I  waits  h^cmfir  dbc  hope  of  ad^ 
'  mittance.* 

I  have  no  manner  of  doubt,  that  this 
is  a  poor  device  to  get  this  man  into 
my  company.  I  would  have  lent  down 
a  verbal  anfwerj.  but  Betty  rcfuied  to 
csity  any  mdSlage;  which  ihould  pro- 
hibit his  vifiting  me.  So  I  was  obli- 
ged either  to  iee  him*  or  to  write  to 
him.  J  wrote  therefore  an  anfwtri  of 
which  I  fliall  icod  you  the  roug^ 
draught.  And  now  mjr  heart  aches  t^ 
what  may  foUow  fropi  itj  for  I  hear  a 
great  hurry  bf  low. 


Tf  KpftKR  •Ol|fBS«  gs<^ 


^^    *  communicate 


you  have  to 
to  a»e,  which 
coMamsmjr  honour,  may  as  well  be 
dene  by  wraing  as  by  word  of  mouth. 
If  Mr.  Lovdace  is  any  of  jmt^  coa- 
cem»  I  know  not  that  tbfrjfirf  he 
oi^t  to  be/MOVi  fortibiuiiige  I  re- 
ceivt  ^^J9Mr  aceo«nt  [lisi|^  diink«t 
ibi]  is  m  harfli^  that  wave  there  net 
fitch  a  man  in  the  world  as  Mr.  lifuw- 
Uu€^  I  would  not  wiib  to  lee  Mr. 
Miv#/,  no,  not  for  one  balf*hour,  in 
the  way  he  is  pleafed  10  be  defiroos  to 
fee  me.  I  never  can  he  ia  any  danger 
from  Mr.  Loveiiice  (and  of  coofc- 
^oence,  cannot  be  aflfeSSkd  by  aiiy  of 
your  difcoveries)  if  the  propoul  I 
made  be  accepted.  You  have  been 
acquainted  with  it,  no  doubt.  If 
not,  be  pleafed  to  let  my  friends 
know,  that  if  they  will  rid  mt  of  my 
apprehenfiotts  of  one  gentleman,  I . 
will  rid  them  of  tbiirs  of  another  t 
and  then  of  what  confeqoence  to  )bem^ 
or  to  aw,  will  it  be,  whether  Mr. 
Lovelace  be  a  good  man,  or  a  bad  P 
And  if  not  to  Htm,  wxtome^  I  fee 
nothowitcanbeofan^tojren.  But 
if  jwn  do,  I  have  nothing;  to  (ay  to 
that^  and  it  will  be  a  chriAian  p«t, 
if  you  will  expoftulatewttb  him  upon 
the  errors  you  havo  difcovered,  and 
endeavour  to  make  him  as  good  a 
mi9  «0f  110  doubt,  you  utjfOMrfidf^ 
Ana  <  or 
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•CLAft'lS^A    MAHLOWe. 


«  or  you  w9\ild  not  be  to  ^cady  to  4c- 

*  tcft  and  expofe  him. 

«  Excufe   tnc,    Sir:    but  «fter   niy 

♦  former  lettrr  to  you,  and  your  u!»gtr- 
«  nerous  pcrfevcrance  j  apd  after  this  at- 

•  tempt  to  avail  yourfelf  at  thccxpence 
'  of  another  mans  charaftcr,  rather 

.  *  than  by  your  own  proper  merit,}  I 
fee  not  tliii  you  can  blame  any  afpe- 


inandt  a«  to  my  rtmoral,  and  the  trm© 
for  it,  from  their  own  lipsi 
'  «  What  new  boldnels  tbisi — Take 
•  it-back;  and  bid  her  learn  to  obey,* 
was  my  mother's  ang^y  anfwer,  witll 
my  letter  returned,  unowned. 

But  that  I  might  omit  nothitig,  that 
bad  an  appearance  of  duty,  I  wrote  a 
•few  lines  to  my  father  htmfcif  to  the 


«  rity  in  her,  whom  you  ha\t  fo  largely     fame  purpofe  j  begeing  that  he  would 
■■        *  *  not  turn  me  out  of  his  houfc  without 

his  bleffihg.     But  this,  torn  in  two 
pieces,  and  unopened,  was  brought  me 


<  contributed  to  make  unhappy 

<  Cl.  Uaklowe. 


8UK1JAY  mOHT. 

Mt  father  was  for  coming  up  to  me, 

in  great  wrath,  it  HeemS}  butvrtisper- 

•  fuaded  to  the  contrary .    My  aunt  Her- 

yty  was  permitted  to  fend  mc  this  that 

follows.— Quick  wofk  my  .dear ! 

'  TO  MISS  CLAHnSA  RARLOWe. 
•  KXXCt, 

«  pVEHY-BODY  it  now  con- 

•*-*  «  vtnced,  that  nothing  is  to  be 

«  done  with  you  by  way  of  gentlenefa 

«  orperfuafion.   Your  mother  will  not 

■ «  pennit  you  to  ftay  in  the  houfej  for 

'  *  your  father  is  fo  incenfed  by  your 

•  fti-ange  letter  to  his  friend,  that  fhe 
'  «  knows  not  what  will  Be  the  confe. 

•  quence  if  you  ^.    So,  you  arccom- 
«  ttianded  to  get  ready  to  go  to  your 

•  uncle  Antony*s  out  of  hand. 

*  Your  uncle  thinks  he  has  not  de- 
9  rerredofyoufuchanunwillingnefaaa 

'  '  you  fliewtogo  tohishoufe. 

*  You  don't  know  the  wickednefs 

<  of  the  man  for  whofe  fake  you  think 

<  it  worth  while  to  quarrel  with  all 

<  your  friends. 

<  You  mvift  n*t  anfwer  me.    There 

•  will  be  no  end  of  that. 

*  You  know  not  the  affliction  you 

<  give  to  every -body;  but  to  none  more 

•  tLan  to  jour  ajfikimtati  atmtf 

*  Dorothy  Hervby.' 

Forbid  to  write  to  my  aunt,  I  took  a 
bolder  liberty.  I  wrote  a  few  lines  to 
my  mother  J  befccchinff  her  to  procure 
mc  leave  to  throw  myfelf  at  my  father's 
fe<t,  and  hers,  if  I  mujr  go,  fnobody 
eii'e  prefent)  to  beg  pardon  for  tne  trou- 
ble I  had  given  them  both  and  their 
bliffings)  and  to  rtccite  t;heir  eom* 


up  again  by  Betty,  with  an  air,  one 
hand  held  up,  the  other  extended,  the 
torn   letter  in  htr  open  palnnj  and  a 

*  Sec  here »— What  a  fad  thing  is  thiat 
<  Nothing  will  do  butdnty,   Mifs!— 

*  Your  papa  faid,  ««  Let  her  tell  mc  df 
"  deeds  i-^VW  receive  no 'words  from 
''her;"  and  fo  he  tore  the  letter,  and 

*  flung  the  pieces  at  my  head.* 

So  defperate  my  cafe,  I  waa  refolved 
not  to  ftop  even  at  this  repulfc.-  I  took 
my  pen  and  addreffed  myfelf  to  my 
uncle  Harlowe,  indofing  that  which 
,  my  mother  had  returned  unopened,  and 
the  torn  unopened  one  fent  to  my  fa- 
ther; having  Mt  hurried  oflF  a  tran- 
fcript  for  you. 

My  uncle  was  jgoing  home,  and  it 
was  delivered  to  him  juft  as  he  ftepped 
into  his  chariot.  What  may  be  the 
^te  of  it  therefore  I  cannot  know  till 
to-morrow. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  it— 


•  TO  JOHN  RARLOWE,   ES<^ 

*  MY   DEAR  AND  STSB-ROllOUaao' 
"  *   VMCLa, 

*  T  Have  nobody  now,  but  yon  to 

*  «  whom  I  can  apply,  wkh  hope, 

*  fomuch  as  to  have  my  humble  ad- 

*  drefles  opened  and  read.    My  aunt 

*  Hervey  h  as  give  n  me  commands  which 

*  I  want  to  nave  explained;  but  ftie 
^  has  forbid  mc  writing  to  Arr.    Here- 

*  upon  I  took  the  liberty  to  write  to 

*  my  father  and  mother:  voo  will  iect 

*  Sir,  by  the  torn  one,  anci  by  the  other 

*  (both  unopened)  what  has  been  the 
«  refolt.  This,  Sir,  perhapa  yoo  al- 
«  ready  know :  but,  as  you  kaow  not 
'  the  cmteMts  of  the  difsraced  'lcctera» 
'  I  befeech  you  to  read  them  bodi,  tllat 

*  youmaybeawitneftforme,tiiattlftey 
<  are  not  filled  eithti  with  oomplaiikta 
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**or  rxpoftttlatkmt,  net  tonttin  «l|y'- 

*  thing  unduttfttl.    Gi«c  me  kave  to 
■  bf^    Sir,  that  if  desf  nred  anger 

*  will  neither  grant  me  a  hearing,  nor, 

*  'wtat  I  'write  a  penifal,  fome  ttuie 

*  hence  the  hird-heatteJnefs  maf  be 

*  regrrtted.    I  befeech  you^  dear,  good 

*  Sir,  to.  let  me  kno^  what  if  mtfant  bjr 
'  fending  me  to  my  uncle  Antony's 

*  hoofe,  rather  than  io  yours,  or  to  my 

*  aunt  Henrey'a,  or  elfe-where  ?  If  it 

*  be  for  what  lappfehend  it  to-be,  rlife 
'  wiU    not   be  (uppor table   upon  the 

*  terms.     I  beg  alfo to  know,  when  I 

*  am  to  be  turned  out  of  doortt—My 
'  heart  Jlrongly  gives  me,  thai  ifoua 

*  1 4aM  compelled  10  Ua*ve  this  boufe,  I 

*  wtv£rJhaU  fee  it  more. 

*  It  becomes  me,  however,  to  de- 
'  clare,  that  I  write  not  this  through 

*  perverfcnefs,  or  in  refentmcnt.    God 

*  knows-jny  heart,  I  do  not !   But  the 

*  treatment  I  apprehend  1  ihail  meet 

*  with,  if  carried  to  my  other  uncle's, 

*  will,  in  all  probability,  ^ive  the  fi- 
'  nifliing  ftroke  to  the  dinrefles,  the  un- 
<  deienred  diftrefles  I  will  be  bold  to 

*  call  them,  of  jour  Mce  highly -fa'vou^' 
• «  td^  bat  U9W  uMbappyt 

'  Cl.  Harlowe.' 


LETTER    XV. 

MISS  CLAHISSA  HARLOWB,TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

MOKDAT  MOBKIMC,   MAtCH  S7. 

THIS  morning  early  my  uncle 
Harlowe  came  hither.  He  fent 
up  the  inclofed  very  tender  letter.  It 
has  made  me  wifh  I  could  ohW^t  him. 
You  will  fee  how  Mr.  Solmes*s  ill  qua- 
lities are  glofTed  over  in  it.  What 
blemilbes  does  affeAion  hide!  — But 
perhaps  they  may  fay  to  me,  *  What 

<  faults  does  antipathy  bring  to  light!* 

Be  pleafed  to  (end  me  back  this  let- 
ter of  my  uncle  by  the  firft  return. 

*  SVUDAY  MIOHT,  Oft  KATHCB 
^MOflOAT  MOINXHO. 

<  T  Moft  anfwcr  you,  though  agaiiift 
^  'myownrefoiution.  Every^body 

*  kwet  youj  and  voa  know  they  do. 

*  The  very  groona  you  walk  upon  is 
'  dcar^to  mc«of  us.  But  how  em  we 
^  fdblrctofteyott?  There  U  so  ftaad- 


*  nigagaififty<^r  looks  Ihd  hmgMge. 

*  It  is  oor  love  makes  us  decline  to  feh 

*  yott.    How  CMM  we,  when  ypu  are  re'. 

*  folved  u9t  to  do  what  we  are  refolvej 

*  you  Jhedl  do?  I  never,  for  my  part; 
.'  loved  any  creature,  as  I  loved  yoii 

*  from  your  infancy  till  now.     And 

<  indeed,  as  I  have  often  (aid,  nevtf 

*  was  was  there  a  young  creature  (b 

*  deferving  of  our  love.     Eut  what  it 

*  come  to  vou  now !  Alas  \  alas  t  my 

*  dear  kin(woman,  how  you  fail  in  the 
«  trial  I 

*  I  have  read  the  letters  you  incloicd. 

*  At  a  proper  time,  I  may  (hew  them 
-/  to  my  brother  and  filler.    But  they 

<  wiji  receive  nothing  from  you  atprtf- 

*  fent.  ^ 

*  ^or  my  part,  I  could  not  read  your 

*  letter  to  me,  without  b^ng  unman- 

<  ned.     How  can  you  be  fo  unmovdi 

*  yourfelf .  yet  be  (6  able  to  move  every- 

*  body  elfe?  How  could  you  fend  fuch 

*  a  letter  to  Mr.  Solmes?  Fie  upon 
«  you!  How  ftrangely  are  you  altered  I 

*  Then  to  treat  your  brother  and  iif. 

*  ter  as  you  did,  that  they  don*t  care 

*  to  write  to  you,  or  to  fee  you!  Doo*t 

*  you  know  where  it  is  written,  That 

*  Joft  amfxvers  turnwu:ay  *wratbF  But 

*  if  you  willtruttto  your  (harp- point- 

*  ed  wit,  you  may  wound:  yet  a  dub 

*  will  beat  down  a  fword.    And  how 

*  can  you  expea,  that  they  who  are 

*  hurt  by  you  will  not  hurt  you  again? 

*  Was  this  the  way  you  ufed  to  take  to 
'  make  us  all  adore  you,  as  <we  did  ? 

*  —No,  it  was  your  gentlenefs  of  heart 

*  and  manners,  that  made  every -body. 
'  even  ftrangers,  at  firft  fight,  treat 
«  you  as  a  lady,  and  call  you  a  lady, 
'  though  not  born  one,  while  your 

*  elder  fifter  had  no  fucb  diftin^ioDt 

*  paid  her.  If  you  tvere  envied,  why 
<  (hould  you  fliarpen  Envy,  and  file  op 

.  '  it's  teeth  to  an  ed^?.— You  fee  I 
'  write  like  an  impartial  man,  andtif 

*  one  that  loves  you  ftill. 

*  But  fince  you  have  difplayed  your 

*  talents,    and   fpared  nobody,    and 

*  moved  every-bodv,  without  heiDs 
'  moved,  you  have  but  made  us  ftand 

*  the  clofer  and  firmer  together.  This 

*  is  what  I  likened  to  an  embattled f  ha- 

*  lofuc,  once  before.  Your  aunt  Her- 
'  vey  forbids   your  writing,  for  the 

*  fame  reafon  that  I  muft  not  coonte. 

*  nance  it.    We  are  all  afraid  to  fee 

*  you,  becaufis  wc  know  we  ihadl  he 
f  made  at  (b  many  fooU«    Nay,  your 

<  mother 
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or  twice,  wte«  iw^tlmglM  ytvi  wa« 


«^ 


muA  not  fee  yo^  opM  jM«r  tcnnt» 
and  ypw  are  rmipcd  you  will  ttol  fct 
iKrupoA  kerji 

*  Reibive  b«r  to  obltfc  m  all,  my 
deareft  Mife  CUry>  and  yo»  fluU  fa 
how  %rc  will  cUfpycrti  cvcry«onc  by 
tornatooarri|oicinclMana.  Iftht 
one  man  has  not  ibe  wit,  zpd  the 
[Nirtty  and  the  perfon,  of  tbe  other. 
BO  one  breaching  has  a  worie  btart 
than  that  other:  and  ia  not  the  love 
of  all  yoor  friciMUt  and  a  fober  man 
(if  he  be  not  fo  folifhed)  to  be  pre- 
fenred  to  a  debauchee,  though  ever  fo 
fine  a  mail  to  look  at  ?  You  have  fiich 
ulents,  that  you  will  be  adored  by 
the  one;  but  the  other  has  as  much 
adyantage  in  tboie  refpeds,  as  you 
have  yourfelf,  and  wiH  not  fet  by 
them  one  ftniw.  For  hufbands  are 
fometimes  fealous  of  their  authority 
with  witty  wires.  You  wi  1 1  have  in 
one,  a  man  of 'virtue.  Had  you  not 
been  fo  rodely  afTi-onting  to  him,  he 
would  bare  made  your  ears  tingle 
with  what  he  could  hare  told  you  of 
the  other. 

.*  Come,  mydear  niece,  let  me  hare 
the  honour  of  doing  with  you  what 
nobody  elfe  yet  has  been  able  to  do. 
Your  rather,  mother,  and  I,  will  di- 
vide the  pl^afure,  and  the  honour,  I 
will  again  call  it,  between  us  ^  and 
all  paftofiences  ^ull  be  forgiven;  and 
Mr.  Solmea,  we  will  engage,  Ihall 
take  nothing  amils  hereaftor,  of  what 
haapafled.     ^ 

«  He  known,  he  fiiyt,  wbat.a  jewel 
that  man  will  have,  who  can  obtain 
your  favour}  and  he  will  think  liaAit 
of  all  he  ha*  fuffcnd^  or  tell  fuftr, 
jo.obtaaniBg  yott* 

'  Dear,  Tweet  creatuM,  Mmt  utt  • 
and  oblige  oa  with  a  gnce.  It*  aur/l 
be  done,  whetfaerwith  a  graeoomftt* 
I.  do  aiTufc  you  it  «n||l.  You  muft 
DOC  conquer  Mmr^  mother,  nndea^ 
every -body:  dqiend  upon  tkat. 

•  I  have.£tt  ttf  half  the  nigbtto 
write  tbia.  You  ii»aoc>kiMiirli«w 
I  am.  touchad  at  nadoig  ^Boura,  aud 
wvitiiME  this.  . Yet  anil  ibe  at  Har- 
bwe  race  early  iB.ihe  iDomiag*  So, 
upon  nadtag  thioi  i£y«tt  will  oblige 
ua  all^  ftnd  jBc  wsd  m  cone  up  to  - 


your  apartnkant:  and!  «Ulkad  y«B 
down,  and  pfeiisnt  you  totbaonabracca 
of  euBry«oa««  And  you  will  tbca 
Ice,  yoi|  have  more  of  a  brother  sLod 
i^§t^  in  them  both,  than  of  lateyonc 
nre^ieta  will  kt  you  think  jrou 
Iwve.  This  Inun  one  who  ufed  to 
love  ta  ftilc  himielf,  /oar  pmtenud 

*  John  Haklowe/ 

^Itt  about  an  hour  afterthis  kind  lot- 
to' was  ^jveo  me,  my  uncle  ftnt  up  to 
knowy  if  he  fliould  be  a  welcome  vi- 
(itor,  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  hta 
letter^  He  bid  Betty  bring  him  down  u 
verbal  anfwer:  a  written  one,  he  faid, 
would  be  a  bad  fign;  and  he  bid  h^ 
therefore  not  bring  a  letter.  But  I  had 
juft  finiflied  the  inciofed  tranfcriptioil  of 
ofte  I  had  been  writing.  She  made  m 
difficulty  to  carry  it;  but  wa# prevailed 
upon  to  oblige  me  by  a  token  whtcb 
thefe  Mrs.  Bettys  cannot  withftand* 

*  oaAa  Avo  HaNouaan  tia, 

*  O  O  W  jrou  rejoice  me  by  yoof  con- 
'^^  Me(cendinggoodne6!— Sokiftdf 
fo  paternal  a  letter!— (b  Ibothinff  to  a 
wounded  heart;  and  of  late  what  I 
have  been  fo  little  ufed  to! — How  am 
I  aflleCled  with  it!  Tell  roe  not,  deaf 
Sir,  of  Iny  way  of  writing:  your 
letter  has  more  moved  me,  than  I 
hate  been  able  to  mooe  mn^hodyf'^-m 
It  has  made  roe  wi(h  with  aJJ  my 
heart,  that  I  could  entitle  myfeif  to 
ba  vifiied  upon  your  own  terms;  and ' 
to  be  led  down  to  mv  father  and  nao* 
tber  b]r  fe  good  and  io  kind  an  uacfii. 

*  I  will  tell  you,  deareft  Sir,  wtiat 
I  urill  do  to  make  my  peace.  1  havu 
BO  doubt  that  Mr.  Solmea,  upon  cqa* 
fidcratioh,would  greatly  prefer  my  fif. 
ter  to  fuch  a  ftrai^  avem  creature  at 
«c.  His  chief,  or  one  of  his  chief 
motives  in  his  addreftto  me,  is,  ai  I 
havereaibtt  to  beKevc,  the  contiguity 
of  my  gmndfadber't  eftate  to  bit  own. 
1  win reiign  \i%  forever  1  will refign 
ht  and  die  refignation  mull  bcfloA, 
bacaufe  I  will  M««r  many  at  aU.  f 
will  Mrfce  it  #fCr  \b  my  fiftcr,  aud 
Ym  haira  for  eoer*  I  Mil  tereteo 
Mmv  kuruMT  boodnr  and  Irt;  and ' 
i  will  Monpa,  te  of  my  idlier'a 
hufa^fi  faclMUi  aMMitf  (<iat  iH  tteu 
of  dKuiitte,  b«rar/bi»  bouoiy) 
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ft  be  aper  fb  fanllt  vxA  «*lwBev€r  t 
'iSokSiijgtlam,  he  to  withdnw  it,  M 
IwpicalQre. 

*  Will  dot  this  be  acoepiidN-^iirely 
it  Bioft-»S«relf  it  will!-«>I  beg  w 
fou,  dearcft  Sir,  to  propofe  it;  and 
iccoofl  H  with  your  lotereft.  TKie 
viH  aofWer  every  end.  My  fifter 
bn  a  h%b  optoion  of  Mr.  Solmes. 
I  never  can  nave  wy  in  the  ligbt  be 
is  pfopofed  to  me.  Bot  m  opy  itf- 
Ser"!  Aulbandy  he  will  be  always  en- 
titled to  nv  refpe^^  and  (hall  have  it. 

*  If  this  be  accepted,  grant  me,  Sir, 
tbe  honour  of  a  vifit;  and  do  me 
then  tbe  inexprcifible  pleafnre  of  lead- 
ing me  down  to  the  feet  of  m  v  ho-> 
noimd  parents,  and  they  ftiall  find 
me  the  moft  dutiful  of  children;  and 
to  die  arms  of  mv  brother  and  (if- 
ter,  and  tbev  flball  find  me  the  moft 
obfigtng  and  moft  afieAionate  of  (if* 
ters. 

*  I  wast.  Sir,  for  year  anfwer  to 
this  propoial,  made  with  the  whole 
heart  ofj^our  diUifklMd  mft  tbiiged 

*Ch,  Harlowe/ 


thiinm  fteHAct v4lkh  a diild  o%ret  i4 
patents  and  friends,  if  they  infift  tipoffl 
it'r  being  made.  BMt  the  other,  to 
marry  a  man  one  C4um$t  iHdutt^  it  not 
only  a  dttmneft  thiagy  aa  to  the  mani 
b«t  it  Is  enough  to  ihake  a  crettare  who 
wiAies  to  be  a  good  ivifg^  a  had  or  jn« 
dMferent  one,  as  I  -once  wr6te  to  the 
man  himftif:  and  then  flie  can  hardly 
he  either  a^M^Rsj^rWi,  of%g09djrumi% 
or  aiiy«thing  hut  a  di^iedit  to  her  fa« 
mily,  and  a  bad  example  to  all  arovad 
her. 

MethHdn  I  am  loih,  la  i^Jkfpeufe 
I  am  in  at  prefent,  to  depofit  ttis,  be- 
caufe  it  will  be  leaving  you  in  one  aa 
gnatrh^t  having  been  "prevented  by 
Betty^soflieiovfnefs  twice,  I  will  now 
go  <h»wn  to  my  little  poultry;  ami  rf  I 
hare  an  opportunity,  will  leave  it  \n 
the  ufual  place,  where  I  hope  to  find 
iometbi^  firere  yoo. 


LETTER  XVI. 

MISS  CLAHiSS/iHAaLOWB,  TOMISt 
HOWS. 


Si^ox^AT  stooa* 
I  ROPE  this  will  he  aceeptedt  for 
Betty  tells  tne,  that  my  uock  Antony 
and  ny  aunt  Hervey  afe  lent  fori  ami 
not  Mr.  Solmea^  which  I  leofc^apoaas 
afasottrablecircamftance.  With  what 
cheafMiiers  will  I  affign  over  this  en* 
vicdellate!—- What  a  mueh  moee  valu- 
able coD^deration  fliall  I  part  with  it 
fort'— The  \wt  and  favour  of  all  anv 
■datiooe!  That  love  and  lavoor,  which 
I  uicd  fweighteea  ^ears  together  So  re- 
joice iB«  and  he  difttngailhed  by  I-— And 
what  a  charming  paeienee  will  this  af* 
6rd  me  of  breakmg  with  Mr*  Love*- 
lace!  And  how  Mf  will  it  polSUy 
amke  htm  to  partwith  aw/ 

I  fmsid  this  morning  tn  the  ufual 
place,  a  letter  from  him,  in  aafwer,  I 
feppofe,  to  mine  of  Friday,  which  I 
dqiofited  not  till  S^^turday.  But  I  have 
aet  opened  it}  nor  will  I,  till  I  fte 
what  tf£A  this  new  offer  will  h«re;  - 
Let  Bie  but  be  permitted  lo  avoid  the 
man  \^ti9%  and  I  will  give  up  with 
chearhklneia,  ^^  ana  I  v§M  p^er. 
To ■ateaanct  theont,  wcrelfcattf  » 
nloa  HaasaHirh  as  .yoa  iraa  loima* 
yae,  ca»  gUe  htn  a  VJiiy  eijujy  oopctra. 


ItOMaAT  ArTBBiroex,  MAoca  %i. 

I  Have  depofited  mynarmtivt  dowtt 
tothiadav  nooa;  bat  Ihope  Aoaio 
follow  it  with  another  letter^  that  I 
may  keep  you  as  little  a  while  as  poA'^ 
hie  in  that  lUpeafr  which  I  am  IbameU 
alfefted  by  at  this  nnomtnti  Ibr  9f 
heart  is  diftuihed  at  every  foot  I  heir 
ftir;  aad  at  every  door  below  that  1 
h^r  open  or  ftot. 

They  have  been  all  aflembled  Ibm^ 
time^  and  ate  in  doihdebne  I  believe  t 
bus  caa  there  he  roam  lor  long  ddhafee 
upon  a  ftxypofid,  which,  if  aoocpM^^ 
will  foeffeAiitllva»lf»crall  theinriiwa^ 
•«^an  ther  inM  a  moment  kmger  npj. 
oamfyhavfaifMr.  Sekatt,  wtanthct 
foewbaciacnfieos  I  amfOMly  aa  mahe^ 
to  be  iresd  fnmi  hie addrtfei>.  ■■■abt 
I  fappole  the  Araggle  4a,  Mt^  witl^ 
BellaV  nictty,  to  pcflhade  her  to  ae^- 
ceptof  thecAtti,  aad  af  the  huteadk 
and  ntftt,  wtlh  her  pride^  totafcehat 
>$lff>*#  nfifdki  aa  Iha  aaca  pfandhd  iti 
— Or»  itaMyhi,tftyhroihef  i»  btffr. 
ing  apaa  etpfitdkatafav  hie  lamfM^ 
in  the  efaaet  aad  their  ibic  of  Aiage 
take  up  bttfea  moek  the  mtaHioa  «f 
fome  of  oiar  ftiMlf .  To  fhdb,  a* 
4Mht,  anaarbo^iililivtbtMihif^ 

that 
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that  my  pi«y«fid  pdmift  of  fo  macb 
con&ifarsitfoD. 

.  ^  I  want,  mcthiedcs,  to  i«e  «4iat  Mr. 
Lovelace,  in  kift  ktt«r  fays*  But  I 
^U  deny  myitM  tbU  piece  of  cufioAty 
tiH  that  which  is  raircd  by  my  prcfent 
Ibilpeniie  is  anfwered.-rExcure  me,  my 
dear,  that  I  thus  trouble  you  with  my 
vn^rtainticf :  but  I  have  no  «mpioy- 
nient,  nor  heart,  if  1  ]iad,  to  purfue 
any  other  hot  vrhat  my  pen  affortia  me. 

M0I9DAY  ITEMIKG* 

Would  you  believe  it?T-^Betty,  by 
anticipation,  tells  me^  that  I  am  to  be 
fefuled.  I  am  a  vile,  artful  creature. 
Every- body  is  too  good  to  me.  My 
vncle  Harlowe  has  httntaken^n^  that's 
the  phrafe.  They  knew  how  it  would 
be,  if  he  either  wrote  to  me,  or  faw 
me.  He  has,  however,  been  made 
aibamed  to  be  fo  wrought  upon.  A 
pretty  thing  truly  in  the  eye  of  the 
world  would  it  be,  were  they  to  take 
me  at  my  word  1  It  would  look  as  if 
they  had  treated  me  thus  hardly,  as  I 
think  it,  for  this  veiy  purpofe.  My. 
featUarSy  particularly  Mifs  Howe, 
would  give  it  that  turn;  and  I  myftlf 
could  mean  nothing  by  it,  but  to  fee 
if  it  would  be  accepted  in  order  to 
irengtbcn  my  own  arguments  agnnft 
Mr.  Solmes.  It  was  ainazin^,  that  it 
could  admit  of  a  moment's  delibera- 
tion s  that  any -thing  could  hefappofed 
•o  be  done  in  it.  It  was  equally  again  ft 
Iftw  and  equity  t  and  a  fine  fecurity 
Mifs  Bella  would  have,  or  Mr,  Solmes, 
vhen  I  could  refume  it  when  I  would  1 
—My  brother  %ndjbe  my  heirs  I  «  O  the 
*  artnil  creature!'— I  to  refoKre  to  live 
fingle,  when  Lovelace  is  fo  fwr^  ^i  me 
•M-and  evttry- where  dcciaref  a»  much!— 
amd  can  ^he»ever  he  pleafes,  if  my 
httiband,  claim  under  the  will!—- Then 
theinfolence— theconiidence— [as  Bet- 
ty tnincingly  told  me,  tbatffft^  fa  id  3  you 
iRfty  ealiiy  guefa  who]  that  flie,  who 
was  fo  )uftly  in  difgrace  for  downright 
lebellion,  (houldjpretend  to  prefcribe  to 
the  whole  family  l-^^hould  name  a 
Buiband  for  her  elder  iifter!— What  a 
triumph  would  her  obftinacy  go  away 
witli»  to  delegate  her  commands,  not 
«a  from  a  prifon,  aa  flie  called  it,  but 
•a  from  ber  throne,  to  her  elders  and 
betters )  and  to  her  futher  and  mother 
tool  — Amaaing,  perfe6^ly  amaiing, 
that  any>body  cQuld  argue  upon  fuch  a 
yrapoial  m  this!— It  was  a  maftec- 


4r«ke  cf  fyefh^lt  was  ue  ip  perfect 
tipn-r-Surely  my  uncle  Harlowe  will 
never  again*  be  fo  taken- in ! 

All  this  was  the  readier  told  me,  be- 
cauie  jt  was  againft  me,  and  would 
te^ae  and  vex  me.  But  as  ibone  of  this 
fine  recapitulation  implied,  that  fome- 
body  fpolLc  up  for  me,  I  was  curious 
to  know  who  it  was:  but  Beity  would 
not  tell  me,  for  fear  I  (hould  have  the 
confoiation  to  find  that  all  were  not 
again  ft  me. 

But  do  you  not  fee,  my  dear,  what 
a  fad  creature  ftie  is  whom  you  honour 
with  your  friendfliip?— You  could  not 
doubt  your  influence  over  me:  why  did 
you  not  let  me  know  myfelf  a  little  hec« 
terN— Why  did  you  not  take  the  friend* 
ly  liberty.  I  hav«  always  taken  with  you» 
and  tell  me  my  faults,  and  what  a  rpe« 
cious  hypocrite  I  am^  For  if  my  bro- 
ther and  fifter  could  make  fuch  difco* 
veries,  how  is  it  pofiible,  that  faults  to 
enormous  [,You  could  fee  others,  you 
thdvght,ofainar^y>rr#/ nature! j  could 
efcape  your  penetrating  eye? 

Well,  but  now,  it  feems,  they  are  de- 
bating how  and  by  whom  to  anlwer  me: 
for  they  know  not,  nor  or^  they  to  know, 
that  Mrs.  Betty  hat  told  me  all  thefe 
fine  things.  One  defires  to  be  exculed, 
it  feemsc  another  chufes  not  to  have 
any  •thing  to  fay  to  me;  another  has 
enough  of  me;  and  of  wntin|r  to  Co 
ready  a  fcribbler,  there  will  be  no  end. 

Thus  are  thofe  imputed  qualificar 
tions,  which  ufed  fo  lately  to  gain  ne 
applaud,  now  become  my  Crimea ;  ib 
muchdodifguft  and  anger  alter  the  pn»« 
pertv  of  things^ 

The  rel'ult  of  their  debate,  I  fu  ppofi^ 
will  fomehow  or  other  be  commu  i  ncated 
to  me  by -and -by.  But  let  me  tell  you» 
my  dear,  that  I  am  made  fo  dcfperate, 
that  I  am  afraid  to  open  Mr.  LoveIace*f 
lettei',  le^,  in  the  humour  I  am  in,  I 
(hould  do  romething{if  I  find  it  notea- 
ceptionable)  that  may  give  me  repen* 
tance  aa  Wg  as  I  live. 

MONDAY  MIGBT4 

This  mpnnent  the  following  letter  la 
brought  mc  by  Betty. 

« MOMDAT,  riva  o'clock* 

<  MISS  CUNMIMG-ONtS, 

<  Y^  ^  ^  fiaenewpropofal  iaib^wglit 
'*'  '  unworthy  of  a  particular  an|wca« 

*  Your  unde  Harlowe  is  aihamedto  In 

<  fatakeiiMa*    i&Teyounoiiewfefck 

«  fin 


CLAftlSSA    HARLOWB. 


191 


*  fiir  yovr  aack  Antony  ?  Go  rooml 

*  with  OS,  child,  now  youar  haii4^t  is. 

*  But  I  was  bin  to  write  only  oac  iiac» 
'  thttjTou  might  not  complain*  at  yopi 
'  did  of  yoor  worthy  iifter,  for  the  fpee* 
'  joint  yon  DTovokcd :  it  is  thit— Frc- 
'  pare  yoorfelf.  To-morrow  yon  co 
'  ta  my  tmcJe  Antonyms.    That's  a!|» 

'  James  Hahlowi.* 

I  was  vexed  to  the  heart  at  diis:  and 
iomwdiately,  in  the  warmth  of  reient- 
Bient,  wrote  the  incloled  to  my  uncle 
Hariowej  whoit  feems  ftayshm  this 
night. 

'  TO  JOH8  HARLOWBt  BS^ 


*  MOKDAT  niOMT* 
'  BOXOVEaD  SIBy 

\  I  Find  I  am  a  very  fad  creature,  and 
*  did  not  know  it.  I  wrote  not  to 
^  ny  brother.  Tojou^  Sir,  I  wrote. 
'  From^nn  I  hope  tKe  honour  of  an  an- 
'  Aier.  No  one  reveres  her  uncle  more 
'  than  I  do.  Heverthclels,  I  wOl  he 
'  bold  to  (ay,  that  the  diftance,  gieat 
'  as  it  is,  between  uncle  and  niece,  ex* 
<  dodca  not  fodi  a  hope:  and  I  think 
'  I  have  not  made  a  propoial  that  de» 
'  ftrvesto  be  treated  with  fcom«  ' 

<  Fofgive  me,  Siiw.My  heart  is  full. 
'  Perhaps  one  day  you  may  think  you 
'  have  been  prt^vailtd  ufem  (for  that  is 
'  pbinly  the  caie!)  to  join  to  treat  me— 

*  as  I  do  not  deferve  to  be  treated.  Jf 
*jQti  are  alhamed,  as  my  brother  hints, 

*  of  having  exprc^  any  returning  te^- 
'.dcneistome,  Godhelpme!  ffeel 
'  have  no  mercy  to  expect  from  any- 
'  hodyl  Bnt,  &iri  from  jraar  pen  let  me 

*  have  an  anTwer;  I  humbly  implore  it 
'  flfyou— Till  my  brother  can  recoiled 
'  vhtt  belongs  to  a  (ifter,  I  will  uj^e 
'  horn  Mm  no  anfwer  to  the  letter  I 
'  wrote  tojwtfj  nor  any  cominandswh^t- 
•erer. 

•  /  move  every-body!— »This,  Sir,  is 
'  what  you  are  pleafcd  to  mention-«*B.ut 

*  whom  have  1  moved  ?— One  perfon  in 
'  the  family  has  more  moving  ways  th|tn 

*  I  have,  or  he  could  never  (6  unde- 
'  ftnredlvhaveasadeevery-bpdyaiham. 

*  cd  to  fliew  tendemeis  to  a  poor  dif- 

*  iitfied  child  of  the  fame  family. 

'  '  Return  me  not  this  with  contempt, 
'  or  torn,  orunanfwered>  I  befeech  y<ru. 
'  My  hOior  iias  a  title  to  do  that,  or 

*  fDj-thlDgy  by  his  child;  but  ffcmAo 


^  otharpcrfoninihcwaiidofyottrles, 

'  Sir,  ought  a  young  creature  of  min^ 

'  ^while  Ae  preferves  a  fuppUcating 

'  ^trit)  to  be  fi)  treated. 

*  When  what  I  have  before  written 

in  the  humbleft  ftrain  has  met  witfi 

fuch  ftrangeomftru^ons,  I  am  aftaifl 

that  this  unguarded  fcrawl  wil)  be 

yervilli^ceived.  But  I  beg,  Sir,yoa 

will  oblige  me  with  one  Tine,  be  it 

ever  fo  harfli,  in  an^er  to  my  pro* 

'  pofal.  I  ftill  think  it  ought  to  be  at* 

tended  to.  I  will  enter  into  the  mot 

folemn  engagements  to  make  it  valid 

byapf^tualfinglelife.  Inawoid, 

anv-thing  I  can  do,  I  tMnU  do,  to  be 

reftored  to  all  your  favoots.   More  I 

cannot  Ay,  but  that  I  am.  very  unde* 

-  iervcdly, 

*  A  wnfi  ^t^  Creature.* 

Betty  (cruple4  again  to  carry  this  let* 
ters  and  iaid,  die  fliould  have  anger; 
and  I  fliould  but  haf e  it  reiurncS  in 
fcraps  and  bits. 

«  I  muft  t^ke  that  chance,'  faid  I: 

*  I  only  defire  that  you  will  deliver  it  aft 

*  direfted.* 

Sad  doings!  very  (ad!  flie  (aid,  that 
young  ladies  fliould  fo  violently  iet 
themfelves  againft  their  duty. 

I  told  her,  (he  ihould  have  the  liberty 
to  (ay  what  the  plealed^  fo  (he  would  but 
be  my  mcfimger  that  one  ttme--And 
down  (he  went  with  it. 

I  bid  her,  if  lie  could,  Aide  it  int* 
my  uncle's  hand,  unfecn}  at  leaft  ua- 
feen  by  my  brother  or  fider,  for  fear  it 
Aould  meet,  through  their  good  offices, 
with  the  fate  (he  had  befpokea  for  it. 

She  would  not  undertake  for  that,  (ha 
faid. 

I  am  now  in  expe^tion  of  the  le* 
fult.  But  having  fo  little  ground  to 
hope  for  either  favour  or  mercyt  lopenrd 
Mr.  JLovelace*s  letter. 

1  would  fend  it  to  vou,  my  dear,  (as 
well  as  thofe  i  (hall  indofe)  by  this 
conveyance;  but  not  being  able  at  pre- 
(ent  to  determine  in  what  manner  J  msiW 
anfwer  it,  I  will  give  myfeif  the  trou- 
ble of  ab(baaing  it  here,  while  I  am 
waiting  for  what  may  offer  from  the 
letter  juft  carried 'down. 

He  laments,  as  ufual,  my  ill  opinioll 
of  him,  and  readinefs  to  believe  eveiy. 
thing  to  his  di(advantage.  He  puts  into 
pMn  £ngli(h,  as  I  fuppofed  he  would, 
my  hint,  that  I  might  be  happier,  if,  by 
any  radmefs  he  might  be  guilty  of  to 
B  b  Soimes, 
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Solmes,  ht  ilnouM  come  to  an  untimely 

tnif  himfeU". 

"^    He  is  concerned,  he  fiiy»,  that  the 

violence  he  hatl  expiefled  on  his  extreme 

apprehcnlivcnefs  of  lofin?  me,  (hould 

have  made  him  guilty  of  any-thingl 

had  fo  much  reaffm  to  refcnt. 

He  owns,  that  he  is  pjflVonate:  all 

good  naturedmcn,  hefaysi^'arc'fo}  and 

*a  finccre  man  cannot  hide  it.     But  ap- 

•perils  to  me.  Whether,  if  any  occafion 
in  the  world  couW  cxcufe  the  raflinefs 
of  his  expreflion,  it  would  not  be  his 

•jM^fent  dreadful  fituation,  through  my 
indifference,  and  the  malice  of  his  ene- 
mies? 

He  faySj  he  has  more  reafon  than 

•ever,  from  the  contents  of  my  laft,  to 
apprehend,  that  Khali  be  prevailed  upon 
by  force,  if  not  by  fair  mians,  to  fall  in 
with  my  brother's  mctafuresj  and  fees 

-  but  too  plainly,  that  I  am  prepkring  him 
toexpejiit. 

Upon  this  prefumption,  he  AippH- 
catcs,  with  the  utmolt  earneftncfs,  that 
I  will  not  givt  way  to  tlie  naalice  of  his 

•enemies.  4 

Solemn  vows  of  reformation,  and 
ererlaftinff  truth  and  obligingnefs,  he 
makes;  all  in  the  ftile  ot  dcl'ponding 
humility^  yet  calls  it  a  cruel  turnuppn 

'  him,  to  impute  his  proteftations  to  a 
confcioufnels  of  the  neceflity  there  is 
lor  making  them  from  his  bad  cha- 
raQer. 

<*  He  defpi  fes  himfelf,  he  folemnly  pro- 
tefts,fornispaft  follies:  hethanksGod 

:  be  has  ften  his  error;  and  nothing  but 
my  more  particular  inftruftionst  is 
wanting  to  perfe£l  his  reformation. 

He  promifes,  that  he  will  do  every- 
thing that  I  (hall  think  he  can  do  with 
lionour,  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation 
with  my  father;  and  even  will,  if  I  in - 

'  (ift  upon  it,  make  the  firft  overtures  to 
my  brother,  and  treat  him  ?s  his  own 
brother,  becaufe  he  is  mine,  if  he  will 
not  by  new  affronts  revive  the  remem- 
brance of  the  paft. 

He  begs,  in  the moft  earneil  and  hum- 
ble manner,  for  one  half-hour's  inter- 
view; undertaking  by  a  key,  which  he 
owns  he  has  to  the  garden >door,  lead- 


He  prefumes  not,  he  fays,  to  wrrttrtjr 
way  of  menace  to  me;  but,  if  I  rrfura 
him  this  favour,  he  knows  not  (fo  de- 
fperate  have  fome  ftrokes  in  my  letter 
made  him)  what  his  defpair  may  make 
him  do. 

He  aflcs  me.  Determined  as  my  friends 
are,  and  far  as  they  have  already  gone, 
and  dtchre  they  will  jro,  what  can  1 
propofe  to  do,  to  avoitl  having  Mr. 
Solmcs,  if  I  am  carried  to  my  uncle  An- 
tony'* j  ifnieis  I  rtfolve  to  accept  of  the 
prote6lion  he  h.-^s  offered  to  procure  me; 
or  except  I  will  efcape  to  London,  or 
elsewhere,  while  I  ra/r efcape  I 

He  advifts  me,  to  Juc  to  jour  motliery 
for  her  private  reception  of  me;  only 
till  I  can  obtarin  poffeflion^f  my  own 
cftate,  and  procure  my  fiiends  to  be  re- 
conciled to  me;  which  he  is  fure  they 
,  will  be  d<^rous  to  he,  the  moment  t^m 
out  of  their  power. 

He  apprizes  me,  [it  is  ftill  my  won- 
der, how  he  comes  by  his  intelligence!  ] 
that  my  friends  have  written  to  my 
couHn  Mcrden  to  repref^nt  mfttters  to 
him  in  theirown  partial  way;  nor  doubt 
they  to  influence  him  on  their  fidi  tff 
the  queftion. 

That  all  this  fhews  I  have  but  one 
way;  if  none  of  my  own  friends  or  in- 
timates will  receive  me. 

If  I  will  '^-anfport  him  with  the  ho- 
nour of  my  choice  of  this  on^  way,  fet- 
tlements  (hall  be  drawn,  with  proper 
blanks,  which  I  (hall  fill  upas  I  pleafir. 
Let  him  but  have  my  commands  from 
my  own  mouth,  all  my  doubts  and 
fcntples  from  my  own  lips;  and  only  a 
repetition,  that  I  will  not,  on  any  con- 
(ideration,  be  Solmes's  wife;  and  be 
Ihall  be  eafy.  But,  after  fuch  a  letter 
as  I  have  written,  nothing  but  an  in. 
terview  can  make  him  fo.  He  befeeehes 
me,  therefore,  to  unbolt  the  door,  «i 
that  very  night;  or,  if  Ireceirenotthis 
time  enough,  tlfis  rngbt-^^nd  he  will  in 
a  difsuife  that  (liall  not  give  a  fnfpicicn 
who' he  is,  if  he  (houldbeieen,  come  to 
the  garden  door,  in  hopes  to  open  it 
with  his  key;  nor  will  he  have  any  otifcr 
lodging  than  in  the  coppice  both  nights; 
watching  every  waketul  hour  fort|ic 


in^  into  the  coppice,  as  we  call  it,  ^if  I  propitious  unbolting,  unlefs  he  has  a 

will  but  unbolt  the  door)  to  come  into  letter  with  my  orders  to  the  contrary, 

the  gardeh  at  night,  and  wait  till  I  have  or  to  make  fome  other  appointment, 

an  opportunity  to  cotoieto  him,  that  be  This  letter  was  dated  yefterday,  (o 

may  re-afTure  me  of  the  truth  of  all  he  was  there  lafl  night,  I  fuppofe;  afd 

he  vrritesy  and  of  the  affection,  and,  if  will  be  there  this  ni^ht;  and  I  have  not 

Dcedtttliprotedion,  of  all  his  family.  written  a  line  to  hi  a:  and  now  it  is 

too 
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tM  late»  wot  I  determiocd  what  to 


I  hope  be  will  Dot  go  to  Mr.  Sol  met. 
— >I  hope  be  will  not  come  hicber.— If 
be  do  either,  I  will  break  with  him  for 
eter. 

What  have  I  to  do  with  fnch  bead- 
ftnog  fpirita?  I  wifli  I  bad  never— But 
wba  tigoifies  wi(hing?— I  am  ftrangely 
perplexed— But  I  need  not  have  told 
you  thisy  after  fucb  a  reprefentation  of 
ay  Htuation. 

LETTER    XVII. 

msSCLAlISSA  HARLOWBi  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

TVKfftAT  MOailllfO,  7  0*CLeCK< 

MY  uocle  hat  vouchfafed  to  an- 
fwerme.  Thefe  that  follow  ara 
tbecootents  of  hit  letter}  btit  joftnow 
brought  me,  although  written  laft  night 
—Late  I  foppofe. 


'  MONDAY  NIGKT« 
*  Mtti  eLAtTy 

e  I N C  £  yott  are  grown  fuch  abold 
*^  <  challenger,  and  teach  us  all  our 
duty,  though  you  will  not  praAlft 
voor  own,  I  mmjl  anfwer  y<ni.  No- 
body wants  your  eftate  fironi  you. 
Are  y»,  who  refufic  everv-body's  ad- 
vice, to  preicribe  a  huiband  to  your 
/(0arf  Your  letter  to  Mr.  Solmes  is 
ioexaifiible.  I  blamed  you  for  it  be- 
foflc.  Your  parents  oui//  be  obeyed. 
It  is  fit  tbey  Jhnid.  Your  modier 
hat,  nevertheleft,  prevailed  to  have 
your  goittjg  to  your  uncle  Antony's 
pot  off  till  Thurfilay:  yet  owns  yon 
deferve  not  that,  or  any  other  favour 
finon  her.  I  will  receive  no  more  of 
your  letters.  You  are  too  artful  for 
■e.  Yoo  are  an  ungrateful  and  un- 
rcafimable  child  s  iftuft  you  have  your 
will  paraasount  toevery.  body's?  How 
areyoaahnedl  TogrJiJ^kafidwicU^ 

■  John  Harlowb.* 


To  be  carried  SMvay  on  Thurfday— 
I  To  the  moated- boule— -To  the  chapel  1 
I  —To  $olmc8l^How  can  I  think  of 
t^!— They  will  make  medelperate. 

TvetDAT  MOaif  INC,  SIGHT  0*<;loCK. 

I  BAVB  another  letter  from  Mr. 
lofdace.  I  opened  it  with  the  expcfta- 
bwafit*s  being  filled  with  bold  and 


free  complaints,  on  my  not  writing  to 
prevent  nis  two  niehts  watching,  m 
weather  not  extremely  agiecable.  But, ' 
inftead  of  complaints,  he  is  full  of  ten- 
der concern  left  I  may  have  been  pii?- 
vented  by  indifpofition,  or  by  the  clofcr 
confinement  which  he  has  frequently 
cautioned  me  that  I  may  expr^l. 

He  fayt,  he  had  bt:en  in  '.iilfcrcntdif-' 
guifes  loitering  about  our  garden  anri* 
park- wall,  all  the  day  on  Sunday  \u\ ; 
and  all  Sunday  night  was  wandering 
about  the  coppice,  and  ne.ir  the  bick-' 
door.  It  raineJ  i  and  he  has  gar  a  grc.it 
cold,  attended  with  feverifhnefs,  und 
fohoarfe,  that  he  has  almoft  loft  his' 
voice. 

Why  did  he  not  flame  out  in  his  let- 
ter ?— Treated  as  I  am  treated  by  my 
friends,  it  is  dangerous  to  be  laid  under 
the  fenfe  of  an  obligation  to  an  adilref- 
fer's  patience  J  eiy>ecially  when  fuch  a 
one  fuffcrs  in  health  for  my  fake. 

He  had  no  flieltcr,  he  fays,  but  under 
the  ereat  overgiown  ivy,  which  fpreads 
wiloly  round  the  beads  of  two  or  three 
oaklings;  and  that  was  foon  wet 
through. 

You  remember  the  fpot.  You  and  T, 
my  dear,  once  thought  ourfelves  obliged 
to  the  natural  (hade  which  thofe  ivy- 
covered  oaklings  afforded  us,  in  a  ful- 
try  day. 

I  can't  help  faving,  I  am  forry  he  has  , 
fuffered  for  my  lake— But  it  is  his  own 
.  feekinfi". 

His  letter  is  dated  laft  night  at  eight: 
and  indifpofed  as  he  is,  he  tells  me,  that 
he  will  watch  till  ten,  in  hopes  of  my 
giving  him  the  meeting  he  fo  eameftly 
requefts.  And  after  that,  he  has  a  m\\t 
to  walk  to  his  horfe  and  fervant)  and 
four  miles  then  fo  ride  to  hiA  inn. 

He  owns,  that  he  has  an  intelligencer 
in  our  family;  who  has  failed  him  for 
a  day  or  two  paft;  and  not  knowing  how 
I  do,  or  how  I  may  be  treated,  his  anxi- 
ety is  encreafed. 

This  circumftance  gives  me  to  gu^-fs 
who  this  intelligence!  is;  Jofcph  Leman? 
the  very  creature  employed  and  confided 
in,  more  than  any  other,  by  my  bio- 
thcr. 

This  is  not  an  honourable  way  (^f 
Moceedin^  in  Mr.  Lovelace.  Did  he 
learn  this  mfamou«  pra6licc  of  corrupt - 
UDg  thefervants  of  other  families  at  the 
French  court,  where  he  refidtd  a  eooi 
while?  * 

I  have  been  often  iealous  of  this  Le- 
B  b  2  man 
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main  in  my  little  uiings  and  poultry 
Yilits.  Doubly  obfequiout  as  he  was  al- 
ways to  me,  I  have  thought  faim  mv 
brotber^s  fpy  upon  mi ;  and  althougn 
he  oblieed  me  by  his  haftcning  out  of 
the  garden  and  poultry-jrard,  Whenever 
I'came  into  either,  have  wondered,  that 
from  bis  reforts  my  liberties  of  thofe 
kinds  have  not  been  abridged*.  So, 
pufiibly,  this  man  may  be  bribed  by 
both,  and  yet  betray  both.  Worthy 
views  want  not  fuch  obliquities  as  there 
on  either  fide.  An  boneft  mind  muft  rife 
injto  indignation  both  at  the  traitor- 
maker  and  the  traitor. 

He  prefles  with  the  utmoft  earneRneft 
for  an  interview.  He  would  not  pre- 
fume,  he  fays,  to  diibbey  my  lail  per-, 
ibnal 'commands,  that  he  fliould  nQt  en- 
deavour  to  attend  me  again  in  the  Wood 
,  lloufe.  But  fays,  he. can  give  me  fuch 
teafons  for  niy  permitting  him  to  wait 
Upon  my  father  or  uncles,  as  he  hopes 
will  DC  approved  by  mei  for  he  cannot 
telp  obfervlng,  that  it  is  no  more  fuit- 
abfe  to  my  own  fpirit  than  to  his,  that 
be,  a  man  of  fortune  and  family,  Ihoulcf 
be  obliged^tapvrfttc  fuch  a  clandeftine 
gddrefs,  as  would  only  become  a  vile 
fortune-hunter.  But,  if  I  wIHgive  m^f 
confent  for  his  viliting  me  like  a  man. 
and  a  gentleman,  no  ill-treatment  fliall 
provoke  him, to  foifeit  his  temper. 

Lord  M.  will  accompany  him,  if  I 
pleafe:  or,  Lad^  Betty  Lawi-ance  will 
jirft  mak^  the  vifitto  my  nether,  or  to 
my  aunt  Hervey,.oreven  to  my  uncles^ 
if  J  chufe  it.  And  fuch  terms  fhall 
jbe  offered,  as  Jball  have  weight  upon 
Ihem. 

.  At  begs,  that  I  wi|)  not  deny  hin;i 
making  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Solmes.  By  all 
.that's  good,  he  vows,  that  it  (hall  not 
be  with  the  lead  intention  either  to  hurt 
or  affront  him  j  but  only  to  fet  before 
bim,  calinly,  and  rationally,  the  confe- 
oucnces  that  may  poiilbly  flow  from  to 
jruitlefs  a  perieverancej  as  well  as  the 
ungenerous  folly  pf  it,  to  a  mind  fo 
noble  as  mine.  He  repeats  his  own  re- 
folution  to  attend  my  pieafure^  and  Mr. 
Mordcn's  arrival  and  advice,  for  H^e  re- 
ward of  his  own  patience,.    . 

It  48  impoflible,  he  fays,  but  one  of 
thefe  methods  muft  do.  Frefence,  he 
.obferves.  even  of  adifliked  perfon,  takes 
off  the  edge  of  resentments  which  ab- 
ftnce  whcis,  and  makes  keen. 


He  ^nerefoiT  moft  cameniT  repeats 
bis  tnyortunittes  for  the  fupplicatod  in* 
terview.  He  fays,  he  has  buiincfs  of 
confequence  in  London :  but  cannot  IKr 
from  tbe  ineonvenlent  ibut  wbere  he 
basfor  feme  time  reftded,  in  ilifgirifcs 
unworthy  of  bimfelf,  until  be  can  be 
abfolutefy  certain,  that  I  ihaU  not  be 
pirevailed  upon,  either  by  force  or  other- 
wife  j  and  until  he  finds  me  delivered 
from  the  tnfnlts  of  my  brother.  Nor 
ought  this  tabe  an  indifferent  point  ta 
one,  for  whofe  fake  all  thevrorld  re- 
ports me  to  be  uftd  uiiwvrduly. — ^But 
Mr«  remark,  be  favs,  be  cannot  help 
makings' That  did  my  friends  know 
the  little  favour.  I  Ibew  bim,  and  the 
very  great  diftance  I  keep  him  at,  they 
would  have  noreilibn  to  cdnfine  me  on 
bis  accounts  and  another^  that  they 
tbemfdvn  feem  to  think  htm  enntled 
to  a  different  ufage,  and  expeft  that  be 
ceceives  it^  when,  in  truth,  what  be 
meets  widi  from  me  is  pitadly  what  they 
wifli  bim  to  meet  with,  excepting  in  tlie 
favour  of  tbe  cori^fpondence  I  nonmir 
him  with;  upon  which,  fie  iaySj  bepott 
&e  bigb^  value,  and  for  the  lake  of 
which  lie  has  fubmitted  to  a  tfaoufand 
indignities. 

He  renews  bis  profHSons  of  refor- 
matioa:  he  is  convinced,  be  lbys>  that 
lie  has  already  run  a  long  and  dangerous 
coorfe)  and  that  it  is  bisb  tinte  to  think 
of  returning:  it  srj^^r  mm  proper  eon - 
viftions,  he  fays,  that  aneribn  ^bo  has 
lived  too  gay  a  life,  refolves  to  reclaim, 
before  age  or  fuffenngs  come  upon 
bim. 

All  generous  ipints,  be  oblervei, 
bate  compuliion  •  upon  diis  obfervatioii 
he  dwells  \  but  regrets,  that  be  is  likelf 
\o  Owe  all  his  hopes  to  this  compuliion; 
this  injmdicnut  compulfion,  be  yoMj 
cal I s  it;  and  none  to  my  efleem  for  htm . 
Although  he  prefumes  upon  lome  me- 
rit««>In  nis  implicit  regard  to  my  wiU-* 
In  the  bearing  the  daily  indignities  of- 
fered not  only  to  him,  but  to  his  rela- 
tions, by  my  brother — In  the  nightly 
watchings,  and  rifques  which  he  nms. 
In  all  weathers;  and  wbich  his  pitfeot 
inilifpofitiori  makes  him  mentioni  or  he 
had  not  debafed  tbe  noblenefs  of  his  paf- 
iion.for  me,'by  fucb  s  felfiCh  inl^ance. 

I  cannot  but  fay,  I  am  forry  the  man 
is  not  well. 
I  am  afraid  to  aik  you,  my  deai'j  srhat 


*  Mr.  Lox  dace  accounts  for  tBts^  VoL  I.  Letter  XXXV, 
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>wi  would  bate  done*  tlmifitiuited.  Bat 
wbat  I  ba%fe  done,  I  havt  done.  In  a 
word,  Iwtote>  That  I  would,  if  pofllble, 
give  him  a  meeting  to-monxiw  nieht, 
between  the  hours  of  nine  and  twelvey 
by  the  Wj  fummer-houft,  or  in  it,  or 
near  the  great  cafcade,  at.the  bottom  of 
the  garden}  and  would  unbolt  the  door» 
ihat  be  might  come  in  by  hit  own  key. 
But  that,  if  I  found  the  meeting  im- 
prafticable,  or  fliould  change  my  mind, 
I  would  fignify  as  much  by  another 
line;  whicli  he  muSt  wait  for  until  it 
were  dark* 

TOSSDAY,  ttlVlH  O*Ct0CK. 

I  AU  |uft  returned  from  depoitting 
my  billet.  How  diligent  is  this  man ! 
It  is  plaiahcwas  in  waiting:  for  I  had 
walked  but  a  few  paces,  after  I  had  de- 
fodted  it,  when,  my  heart  mifgiting 
me,  I  returned,  to  have  mken  it  back, 
m  order  to  reconfider  it  as  t  walked^ 
and  whether  T  fliould,  or  fliould  not,  hi 
it  go.  But  I  found  it  gone. 

In  all  probability,  there  was  but  a 
brick-wall,  of  a  ft^  inches  thick,  be* 
tween  Mr.  Lovelace  and  me,  at  the  very 
time  I  put  the  letter  undef  the  brick. 

1  am  come  back  diffatisfied  with  my* 
ftlf.  But  I  think,  my  dear,  there  cati 
be  aoharm  in  meeting  htm .  If  I  do  m/, 
i|e  mav  take  ibme  violent  meafures. 
tVhat  nc  knows  of  the  treatment  I  meet 
with  in  malice  to  him,  and  wir|i  the' 
view  to  fruftrate  all  his  hopes,  may 
^nakchimderperate..  His  behiviour  hft 
time  I  faw  him,  under  the  diradvan- 
tages  of  time  and  place,  and  furpriie^ 
as  I  was,  gives  me  no  apprehennon  of 
any- thing  butdifcoveiy.  What  J}e  re- 
<imres  is  not  unrealbnabte,  and  cannot 
a&d  my  future  choice  and  determina- 
tion: it  is  only  to  alTure  him  from  niy 
own  lips,  that  T  never  will  be  the  Wi^ 
of  a  man  I  hate«  If  I  have  not  an  op- 
poctunitv  to  meet  without  hazard  or  de- 
letion, he  muit  once  more  bear  the  dif- 
4ippointmetH.  AH  his  trouble,  atfd  mine 
too,  is  owing  toh^s  faulty  chaTa^r. 
This,  altho)^  I  bate  tyranny  und  ar- 
n»n^e  in  alTlhap^Sy  makes  me  think 
%£  of  die  riibues  he  runs^  srad  the  fa- 
Vigtiea  he  trndergocs,  than  othei^nriie  1 
WI1I4  dO)  and  ftlil  left,  bs  my  Att(^r)> 
faigs  ^derived  Trotb  ttie  faifae  fouree)  bre 
^peater''thain '  n  is  • 

Betty  cbnniHns  tfieTiftfraStldhi  tnlit  1 
Imift'go  to  itif  ttidfe'a  on  Thnfrfdby. 
nhc'  itas  f^pAt  *9U'  f  tf^|Mft  tWhrtJelHltft  w 


prepaie  mylelf  for  going,  and  to  hefy 
me  to  get  evcry-thing  up  in  order  for 
my  removal* 


LETTER    XVm. 

MISS  CLARISSA  RAftI,OWI,TO  MtIS 
HOWI. 

TVXtDAV,TnaeB  o'ctocK, 

MABCM  aS* 

IHave  mentioned  fevcrai  timet  the 
pertnefs  of  IVfrs.  Betty  tomC|  an4 
now,  havfne  t  little  time  npoii  my 
hands,  I  wtllgive  you  a  flMit  dialogvd 
that  paftdjoit  now  between  us.  Itnnyt 
perhaps,  be  a  little  relief  to  you  from 
the  dull  fubiefts  with  which  I  am  per* 
petually  teaaing  you. 

As  flie  attended  me  at  dinner,  Iht 
took  notice.  That  nature  is  fatisfSed  ' 
with  a  verjr  little  noarilhmentr  and  thut 
die  compltmentalfy  proved  it*^  Par^ 

*  Mifs,*  (aid  fhe,  *  you  eat  nothingi  yet 

*  oeverlookedmorecharminglyinyottr 

•  As  to  the  former  partof  your  fpeeeh; 

*  Betty,*  laid  I,   «  you  oblerve  well; 

*  and  I  have  often  thought,  when  I 

*  have  feen  how  healthy  the  ehtldren  of 

*  the  labouring  poor  6ei,  and  itov^  with 

*  empty  llomachs,  and  hardly  a  vooA 

*  meat  tn  a  week,  that  Ood  Ahwgh^ 

*  is  rm  kind  to  his  creatMs,  in  lht« 

*  refpeft,  as  welt  ai  inall  otheri,  in 

*  mftktfigMKT^notiMcJrarytothelbp. 
^  port  of  life;  when  three  partf  in  ^r 

*  of  his  creatures,  if  it  wae,  would  not 

*  know  how  to  obtain  it.    It  pott  tat 

*  in  mind  of  two  proverbial  fent^cesy 
^  wlifch  are  fun  of  adnurable  meaa- 

*  ing.' 

<  What,  pray,  Mifs,  are  they?  Ilo«e 

*  tA  hear  you  talk,  when  yon  are  ib  ft- 

*  date  as  you  feem  now  to  be.* 

«  The  one  is  to  the  nunpole  we  ait 

*  CMkivg  df  I  P§virij  h  /»#  mtber  if 

*  bealtt:  ttid  liitfQe  tell  you,  Betty,  k 

<  I  hod  a  better  appetite,  and  ware  ti» 

<  encoitragie  it,  wtUi  ib  little  reft,  antt 
«  lb  tnnch  diftrefs  and  perfteotioB,  t 
«  dbn't  thhik  I  'fliouhi  be  able  tn  pie* 

*  ferve  my  re^lbn.* 

*  edha/iPtknt^,*  iaid  Betty,  ghrmgirfc 
iprcnrerb  ftfr  ftftiferb.  « But  What  h  the 

^  dth^,  Madhm?' 

«  THttihefi^afkrff  $fHiirmigbij4ir0 
''i$Mi0tS^^fym*Ai^j^iki'pmt  itia 

•but 
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<  4)111  reaibnable,  therefore,  metbink^ 

*  that  the  plenty  of  the  one  (huuM  be 

<  follo'wcdhy  diftcmpcrs;  and  that  the 
'  indigence  of  the  other  (hould  be  at- 
«  tended  with  that  healthy  which  makes 

*  all  it's  other  difcomforts  light  on  the 

*  comparifon.  And  hence  a  third  pro- 
'  verb,  Betty,  iince  you  are  an  admirer 

*  of  proverbs;  Better  a  bare  foot  than 

<  noae  at  all\  that  is  to  fay,  than  not  to 

*  beabletowalk.* 

She  was  mightily  taken  with  what  I 
fiiid  s  *  See,*  returned  flie,  '  what  a  fine 
«  thing  fcliolarihip  is !-»!,'  faid  ihe, 

*  baj  always,  from  a  girl,  a  tafte  for 

*  reading,  though  it  were  but  in  MQther 

*  Gopfi,  and  concerning  the  Fairies.* 
[And. then  flie  took  genteelly  a  pinch  of 
louff»]   *  Could  but  mj  nntxit»  have 

*  Utgoasfaftas  IpuiUJ,  t  (hould  have 
«  been  a  very  happy  creature.* 

*  Very  likely,  ^u  would  have  nsade 

*  ^reat improvements,  Betty:  biit  as  it 
■  IS,  I  cannot  iay,  but  fmce  I  bad  the 

<  favour  of  your  attendance  in  this  m- 

<  timats  manner,  I  have  beacd  fmarter 
'  things  from  you,  than  I  have  heard 
«  at  tsible  fVom  fonie  of  my  brother's 

*  feUow- collegians.* 

*  Your  fei  vaot,  dear  Mifs;!.  dropping 
me  one  of  her  beft  curtfevs:  To  fine  a 

*  pidgeasyou  ai«!— It  iseftougbtomak'e 

*  one  Ytry  proud.*  Then,  with  another 
Binch— *  I  cannot  indeed  but  fay,* 
hn^Vmg  upon  it,  *  that  I  have  heard  fa- 
'  QMMis  icholars  often  and  often  fay 

*  very  filly  thingt:  things  I  (hould  be 

*  afliaroedmyfelfto  fay— But  I  thought 

*  they  did  it  out  df  liomility,  anaiii 

*  condefcrnfion  to  tbofe  who  bad  not 

*  their  learning.^ 

That  (be  might  not  be  too  proud,  I 
told  her,  i  would  obferve,  that  the  lire- 
Uneli  or  ^icknefs  (he  fo  happily  dif- 
covered  in  hcrfelf*  was  not  fo  much  aa 
bonour  to  bei*,  as  what  (h«  owed  to  her 
fixi  wbicb,  as  I  had  obferved  in  many 
inftances^  had  great  advantages  ovef  the 
other,  in  all  the  powers  that  related  to 
imagination :  *  And  hence,  Mrs.  Betty, 
•,  vou*U  take  notice,  as  I  have  of  late 
-*  bad  opportunity  to  do,  that  your  own 
*.  talent  at  repartee  and  rmartnefs»wben 

*  if  hz^Jcmetbing  to  *tMfork  uppn,  difplava 

*  itielf  to  more  advantage,  than  could 

*  well  be  aiyc&ed  from  one  whole 
.<  friends^  to  (peak  in  your  own  phraie» 
«  could  not  iet  go/ofaJ-Myom  puUed,  [ 

.  The  wench  gave  me  a  proof  of  the 
truth  of  my  obienratioD»  i»  ft  maimer 


ftill  more  alert  than  I  had  expe&ds 
If,*  faid  (he,  '  our  fex  had  io  much 
advantage  in  fmartnefiy  ir  is  the  tcfs 
fo  be  wondered  at,  tha^jron,  Mifs,  who 
have  had  fuch  an  education,  (bould 
^iitdo  all  the  men,  and  nuomen  too, 
that  come  near  you.* 

*  Blefs  me,  Betty,'  faid  I,  '  what  a 
proof  do  you  give  me  of  your  wit  and 
your  courage  at  the  fame  time!  This 
is  outdoing  yourfelf.  It  would  make 
young  ladies  lef^proud,  and  moi-e  ap* 
prchcn4ive,  were  they  generally  at- 
tended by  fuch  fmart  fervant9,  and 
their  mouths  permitted  to  be  unlocked 
upon  them  as  yours  has  been  lately 
upon  me.— But,  take  away,  Mrs. 
Berty.' 

*  Why,  Mifs,  you  have  eat  nothing 
at  all*— I  hope  you  are  not  difpleafcd 
with  your  dinner  for  any-thing  I  have 
faid.' 

*  No,  Mrs.  Betty,  I  am  pretty  well 
ufed  to  your  freedoms  now,  you 
know.— I  am  not  difpleafcd  in  the 
main,  to  obfei*re,  that,  were  the  fuc 
ce(!ion  of  modern  fine  ladies  to  be  ex* 
tin£^,  it  might  be  fupplied  from  tbofe 
whom  they  place  in  the  next  rank  to 
themfelves,  their  chambermaids  and 
confidantes.  Your  young  miftrefs  has 
contributed  a  great  deal  to  this  quick- 
nefs  of  yours.  She  always  preferred 
your  company  to  mine.  KtjoupuiUd^ 
/be  lit  go  \  and  fo,  Mrs.  BeUy,  you 
have  gained  by  ber  converfation  what 
IhaveloiL* 

*  Why,  Mlfs,  if  you  come  to  that» 
nobody  fays  better  things  than  Mifo 
Harlowe.  I  could  tell  you  one,  if  / 
pU^fed^  upon  my  obferving  to  her, 
that  you  lived  of  late  upon  the  air« 
and  had  no  ftomach  to  any-thing;  yet 
looked  as  charmingly  as  ever.* 

*  I  dare  fiiy,  it  was  a  very  good-na- 
tured one,  Mrs.  Betty!  Do  you  thea 
fUafe  that  I  Aall  hear  it  V 

*  Only  this,  Mifs,  That  four flomach- 
fulnefs  badfwalkviid  upyourfiommcbi 
and,  T^bat  obfiiuacy  was-iu^atf  drink, 
and  eiotb  to  you.* 

*  Aye,  Mrs.  Betty;  and  did  (be  fay 
this?— I  hope  (he  laughed  when  te 
faid  it,  as  (be  does  at  all  ber  g90j 
tbingSt  as  (he  calls  them.  It  was  very 
fmart,  and  very  witty.  I  wi(h  my 
mind  were  To  much  ateafe»  as  to  aim 
at  betOK  witt^  too.  But  if  you  admirb 
fuch  lentCDtiout  Divings,  1*11  hdlfi 
yoo  to  iMChori  «&a  that  Is,  £acais. 

*  ra^ememi 


CLARISSA   HARLOWE. 


»97 


*  ragtwuHt  and  approbatkn  maki  fit- 
« //?  fiew  taUnts  they  noere  ntver  fu- 
'  [pekedto  havty  laod  this  will  do  both 

*  for  miftrefs  and  maid:  and  another 

*  ril  furniih  you  with,  the  contrary  of 

*  the  former,  that  will  do  only  for  inej 

*  TlMiipsrfecuilonaMdMfsmcQuragement 

*  deprefs  ingenuous  mrnds^  and  blunt 

*  the £dge  9f  livefyimi^ittationj,'^ And 

*  hence  may  my  fifitr^s  brilliancy  and 

*  my  ftapidiiy  he  both  accounted  for. 

*  lagenuotUy  you  muft  know,  Mrs.  Bet- 
'  ty,  and  ingetutnu^  are  two  things^  and 
*■  I  would  not  arrogate  the  latter  to  my- 
«  felf.' 

*  Lord,  Mifs/  faid  the  foolifli,  <  you 

*  know  a  great  deal  Cor  your  years.— 

*  You  are  a  very  learned  young  lady!— 
«  What  pity • 

*  None  ot  your  ////>/,  Mrs.  Betty.  I 
'  know  what  you'd  fay.  But  tell  me, 
'  if  you  can,  Is  it  refolded  that  I  (hall 

*  be  carried  to  my  uncle  Antony's  on 

*  Thurfiiay?' 

I  was  willing  to  reward  inyfclf  for 
the  patience  flie  had  made  me  exercife, 
by  getting  at  what  intelligence  I  could 
from  her. 

*  Why,  Mifs,'  featingherfelf  ata  lit- 
tk  diftaace,('  Excufe  my  fitting  down,') 
wtthth^  fnuff-  box  tapped  very  fmarfly, 
the  lid  opened,  and  a  pinch  taken  with 
a  dainty  finger  and  thumb,  the  other 
three  fingers  diftcndedly  bent,  and  with 
a  fine  flourifl)'— *  I  cannot  but  fay,  that 

*  it  is  my  opinion,  you  will  certainly  go 

*  on  Thurfday;  and  this  noUfs^  fi^fft 

*  as  I  have  heard  my  young  lady  {ay  10 
' Fresch/ 

« Whether  lam  'wiUlngor  not  ^willing, 
'  you  mean,  I  fuppofe,  Mrs.  Betty  r 

*  You  have  it,  Mifs.* 

'  Wei],  but,  Betty,  I  have  no  mind 

*  tQ  be  turned  out  of  doors  fo  fuddenly. 
'  Do  you  think  I  could  not  be  permits* 

*  fed  to  tarry  one  week  longer?* 
<  How  cao  I  tell,  Mifs!* 

*  O  Mrs.  Bctty^  you  can  tell  a  great 
'  deal,  xfjoupUafi.  But  here  I  am  for- 
'  bid  writing  to  anyone  of  my  family; 
'  none  of  it  now  will  come  near  me\ 
'  Bor  will  any  of  it  permit  me  to  fee 

*  tbem:  how  Asall  I  do  to  make  known 
'  my  requeft,  to  ftay  here  a  week  or 
'  fortnight  longer?* 

«  Why,  Mifs,  I  fancy,,  if  you  were 
'  to  ihew  a  compliable  temper,  your 

*  friends  would  inew  a  compliable  one 

*  too.  But  would  you  expect  favours, 
'hUuS  grant  nonef  * 


*  Smartly  put,  Betty!  But  whoknowt 
what  may  be  the  refult  of  my  being 
carried  to  my  uncle  Antony's?* 

«  Who  knows,  Mifs'.— Why  any- 
body will  guefs  what  may  be  the  rc- 

*  As  how,  Betty?* 

'  As  bo^wr  repeated  the  pert  wench. 
Why.  Mifs,  you  will  ftand  in  your 
own  light,  as  you  have  hitherto  done: 
and  your  parents,  as  fuch  good  pa- 
rents ought f  will  be  obeyed/ 

*  If,  Mrs.  Betty,  I  had  not  been 
ufed  to  your  oughts^  and  to  have  my 
duty  laid  down  to  me  by  your  oracu- 
lons  wifdom,  I  fbonld  he  apt  to  ftard 
at  the  liberty  of  your  fpcech.* 

*  You  fcem  angry,  Mifs.  I  hope! 
take  no  unbecoming  liberty.* 

*  If  thou  really  think*ft  thou  dot 
not,  thy  ignorance  is  more  to  be  pitied^ 
than  tny  pertnefs  refenred.  1  wi(k 
thou  wouldft  leave  me  to  myfclf/ 

*  When  young  ladies  fall  out  witb 
their  tnvH  duty,  it  is  not  much  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  they  are  angi^y  at 
any- body  who  do  theirs^ 

*  That's  a  Very  pretty  faying,  Mrt. 
Betty!— I  fee  plainly' whkt  thj  duty 
is  in  thy  notion,  ana  am  obliged  to 
thofe  who  taught  it  thee.* 

*  Every -body  takes  notice,  MiO, 
that  you  can  fay  very  cutting  words 
in  a  cool  manner,  and  yet  not  call 
names,  as  I  have  kfioivn/bme  gentle- 
folks as  well  as  others  cio  when  in  a 
pafUon.  But  I  wifli  you  had  permit- 
ted 'Squire  Solmes  to  fee  vou  t  he 
would  have  told  you  fuch  (lories  of 
'Squire  Lovelace,  as  would  have  turn- 
ed your  heart againft  him  forever.* 

*  And  know  you  any  of  the  parfl* 
culars  of  thofe  fad  ftt)ries  ?* 

*  Indeed  I  don't ;  but  you'll  hajr  all 
at  your  uncle  Antony's,  I  fuppofej 
ana  a  great  deal  more  perhaps  thaa 
you  will  like  to  hear.' 

*  Let  me  hear  what  I  will,  I  am  de- 
terinined  ai^ainfV  Mr.  Solmes,  were  ik 
tp  coft  me  my  life.* 

*  If  you  arc,  Mifs,  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  you  1  For  what  with  this 
lettcrof  yours  to*SquireSolmes,whom 
they  fo  much  value,  and  what  with 
their  antipathy  to  *Squire  Lovelace^ 
whom  they  hate,  they  will  have  00 
patience  with  you.* 

«  What  will  they  do,  Betty?  They 
won't  kill  me?  What  will  they 
do?* 

•Kill 
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*  Kiil  youl— No!^But  you  will  not 

*  be  AiflFffred  to  ftir  from  thence>  till  you 
'  have  complied  with  your  duty.   And 

*  no  pen  and  ink  will  be  allowed  you  as 
'  herej  where  they  are  of  opinion  you 

*  make  no  good  ufe  of  rt :  nor  would 

*  it  be  allowed  here,  only  as  they  in- 

*  tend  fo  foon  to  fend  you  away  to  your 
«  .uncle>.     Nobody  will  be  permitted 

*  to  fee  you,  or  to  correfpond  with 

<  you.     What  farther  will  be  done,  I 

*  can't  fay;  and,  if  I  could,  it  may 
'  not  be  proper.    But  yoit  may  pre- 

<  vent  it  all,  by  one  word:  and  I  wifli 

*  you  would,  Mift.    All  then  would 

*  be  eafy  and  happy.     And,  if  I  may 

*  fpcak  my  mind,  I  fee  not  why  one 

*  man  is  not  as  good  as  another:  why, 

*  efpecially,  afober  man  is  not  zfi  good 

*  as  a  rake.* 

'  Well,  Betty,'  faid  I,  fighing,  '  all 
'  thy  impertinence  goes  for  nothing. 

*  But  I  fee  I  am  dettined  to  be  a  very 

*  unhappy  creature.    Yet  I  will  yen- 

<  ture  ujpon  one  requeft  more  to  them.' 
And  lo,  Quite  f»ck  of  the  pert  crea- 
ture and  01  myfelf,  I  retired  to  my 
cloiiet,  and  wrote  a  few  lines  to  my  un  - 
cle  Harlowe,  notwithftanding  his  pro- 
hibition j  in  order  to  get  a  reprieve  rrom 
being  carried  away  U>  foon  as  Thurfday 
next,  if  T  muft  go.  And  this,  that  I 
might,  if  complied  wiihi  fufpend  tbe 
appointment  I  have  made  with  Mr. 
Covelace^  for  my  heart  mifgives  me  at 
to  meeting  him  •,  and  that  more  and 
more;  I  know  not  whv.  Under  the 
fuperfcription  of  the  letter,  I  wrote 
theie  words.      *  Pray,  dear  Sir,  be 

*  pleafed  to  give  this  a  reading.' 
This  is  tbe  copy  of  what  I  wrote. ' 

* TVCSDAT  AVTXIVOOW. 
«  KOKOVilZD  sia, 

^  T  ET  me  this  once  be  heard  with 

•"  *  patience,  and  have  my  petition 

• «  granted.     It  is  only,  that  I  may  not 

^  be  hurried  away  fo  foon  as  nejtt 

*  Thurfday. 

•  Why  diould  the  poor  girl  be  tpm- 
'  *  ed  out  of  doors  fo  fuddenly,  fo  dif- 

<  gracefully?  Procure  for  me.  Sir,  one 

*  fortnights  refpite.     In  that  fpace  of 

*  time,  I  hope  vou  will  all  relent.  My 

<  mamma  mall  not  need  to  fhut  her 

<  door  in  apprehenfion  of  feeing  her 

*  difgraced  child.     I  will  not  prelume 

*  to  ujJnk  of  entering  her  pitfcnce,  or 


'  my  papa's,  without  leave.    Onefor«> 

*  night's  refpite  is  but  a  fmail  fitowmr 
«  for  them  to  grant,  except  I  au)  to  be 

*  refufed  every-thingi  aik)  but  it  is  of 

*  the  bigbeft  import  to  my  peace  of  inin4« 

*  Procure  it  for  me,  therefore,  dear  Sif  5 
'  and  vou  will  exceedingly  obUgcjr«i|r 
«  dutifidf  tbQugb  greatlj  ajliaea  mecf^ 

*  Cl,  Haklowe.* 

I  fent  this  down  s  my  uncle  was  n^ 
gone.  And  he  now  flays  to  know  tlie 
refult  of  the  qiieftion  put  to  me  in  the 
inclofed  anfwer  which  he  hat  given  ^ 
mine. 

Y  OUR  going  to  your  uncle^s  vra^s 
^  '  abfolutely  concluded  tipQn  f<^ 
next  Thurfday.  Nevcrtheleis^  yoor 
mother,  feconded  by  Mr.  Solme^^ 
pleaded  fo  ftrongly  to  have  you  m- 
dulged,  that  your  requeftfor  a  dciaj 
willbe  complied  with,  upon  one  con -> 
dition;  and  whether  for  a  fortnight^ 
or  a  flicrter  time,  that  Mfill  depci^d 
upon  jrourfclf.  If  you  refule  this 
condition,  your  mother  declares,  Aie 
will  give  over  all  furtlver  iuterceflion 
for  you  .—Nor  do  you  deferve  this  fa- 
vour, as  yon  put  it  upon  our  yicU- 
ine  to  you,  not  you  to  us.. 

*  This  condition  is,  That  yoo  admit 
of  a  vifit  from  Mr.  Solmes,  for  one 
hour,  in  company  of  your  brother, 
your  fifter,  or  your  uncle  Ant^y, 
chufe  which  you  will. 

*  If  you  comply  not,  you  go  oe^ 
Thurfday  to  anoufe  wliich  is  become 
ftrangely  odious  to  you  of  late,  ^vbe* 
ther  you  get  ready  to  go  or  not.  A9. 
fwer  therefore  dtredly  to  the  poiot. 
No  evafion.  Name  your  <Iajr  and 
hour.  '  Mr.  Solmes  will  neither  ept 
you,  nor  drink  you'.  Let  us  ftp^ 
whether  tvs  are  to  be  complied  ^vi|h 
m  aiy- thing,  or  not. 

*  JOHH  HaRLO^^K,' 

After  a  very  little  deliberation,  J  ^p, 
iblved  to  comply  with  this  condition. 
All  I  fear  is,  that  Mr.  Lovelace^s  In* 
telligencer  may  inform  him  of  itj  ni^ 
that  his  appreheniions  upon  it  mav  make 
him  take  (bfne  defperate  reiblutionj 
efpecially  at  now  (having  more  time 
given  me  here)  I  think  to  write  to  htm 
to  fufpend  tbe  intenriewlie  is  poffibly  /q 

Aire 
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five  of.  1  fcnt  down  the  fgjlowing  to 
nj  untie. 

*  ROKOVmSD  Slit, 

«  ALTHOUGH  I  Cct  not  what 
^  '  end  the  propofed  condition  can 

*  anfwer,  I  comply  with  it.  I  wifli  I 
'  could  with  every-thing  expe^ed  of 
'  me.  If  I  mtift  name  one,  in  whofe 
'  company  I  am  to  (ee  the  gentleman^ 

*  and  that  one  not  my  mamma,  whofe 
'  pvefence  I  could  wilh  to  be  honoured 

■  hy  on  the  occafion,  let  my  uncle,  if 

*  he  pleafea,  be  the  per/o/i.     If  I  muft 

*  name  the  iiay,  (a  long  day,  I  doubt, 

*  will  not  be  permitted  me)  let  it  be 
'  next  Tuefday.  The  hour,  four  in 
'  the  afternoon.    The  fiace^  either  the 

*  ivy  fummer-houfe,  or  in  the  little 
'  parlour  I  ufed  to  be  permitted  to  callr 

■  mine. 

<  Be  pleafed,   Sir,  neverthelefs,  to 

*  prevail  upon  my  mamma  to  vouch- 

*  iafe  me  her  prefence  on  the  occafion. 

*  I  ara,  Sir,  yotnr  ^er- dutiful 

*  Cl.  Harlowe/ 


A  reply  is  juft  fent  me.  I  thought 
it  became  my  averfeneis  lo  this  meet- 
ing, to  name  a  diftant  day:  but  I  did 
not  exped  they  would  have  complied 
with  it.    So  here  is  one  week  gained! 

This  is  the  reply. 

*  XT OU  have  done  well  to  comply. 
^    *  We  are  willing  to  think  the  beft 

*  of  every  flight  inftance  of. duty  from 

*  you.    Yet  nave  you  feemed  to  confi* 

*  der  the  day  as  an  evil  day,  and  fb  pu| 

*  it  far  off.  This  neverthelefs  if 
'  granted  you,  as  no  time  need  to  bf 
'  Toft,  if  you  are  as  generous  afteftim 
'  day,  as  we  are  condefcending  befor^i 
'  it.    Let  me  advife  you,  not  to  hardM 

*  your  mind;  nor  take  .up  your  refol^o 
'  tion  l>eforjehand.  Mr.  Solmes  hM 
'  more  awe,  and  even  terror,  9t  the 
'  though ta  of  feeing  you,  than  you  ctn 

*  have  at  the  thoughts  of  feeing  him* 
'  'His  motive  is  itn/ei  let  not  jours  b« 
'  hatred.     My  brother  Antony  will  h% 

*  preienty  in  hopes  you  will'  defer ve 

*  well  of  bimy  by  behaving  well  to  the 
'.  friend  of  the  faniily.    See  you  ufe 

*  Urn  as  fuch.  Your^/nother  had  per- 
'  miffios  CO  be  tbere^  if  Ihe  thought  fit: 
'  but  fays,  (he  would  not  for  a  thou- 

*  &«d  poundsi  oalefs  y^u  w^uld  9i< 
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'  courage  her  beforehand  as  ihe  wiflies 

*  to  be  encouraged.     One  hint  t  am  to 

*  give  you  meantime.^   It  is  this:  t9 

*  make  a  difcreet  ufe  of  your  pen  and 

*  ink,    Methinks  a  young  creature  of 

*  nicenefs  (hould  be  lefs  ready  to  write 

*  to  one  man,  when  (he  is  defigned  to 
'  be  another's. 

*  This  compliance,  I  hope,  will 
'  produce  greater;  and  then  the  peace 
'  of  the  familv  will  be  reftoreJ:  which 
<  is  what  is  heartily  wi(hed  by  your 

*  lomng  UHcle^ 

'  John  Harlows. 

*  Unlefs  it  be  to  the  piirpofe  our 

*  hearts  jire  fet  upon,  you  need 

*  not  wHte  again.* 

This  man  have  more  terror  atjfeely^ 
me,  than  /  can  have  at  feeing  bim!-^ 
How  can  that  be?  If  he  had  half  aa 
much,  be  would  not  wifli  to  fee  me!—* 
His  moti*ue  love I'^Yet  indeed  1  Love 
of  himftlf !  He  knows  no  other;  for 
love,  that  defcrves  the  name,  fecks  the 
fatisfaflion  of  the  beloved  objeft  more 
than  it's  own.— Weighed  in  this  fcale, 
what  a  profanation  is  this  man  guilty 
of  I 

^ot  to  take  up  my  refoluiion  before* 
i^tf/r^/^-That  advice  comes  too  late. 

put  I  muft  make  a  difcreet  ufeqfmy 
pfff.  That,  I  doubt,  as  they  have  ma- 
paged  it,  in  the  fenfe  they  mean  it,  is 
ts  much  out  of  my  power,  as  the  other. 

But  to  twrite  to  one  man,  tvben  I  am 
(fefignidfor  anoiberl-^'Whst  a  (hock- 
ing expreilion  is  that* 

Repenting  of  my  anpointment  with 
Mr.  Lovelace  before  I  kad  this  favour 
granted  me,  you  may  believe  I  hefitated 
not  a  moment  to  revoke  it  now  that  I 
had  gained  fuch  a  refpite.  Accord- 
ingly, I  wrote,  That  ]  found  it  incon« 
venient  to  meet  him,  9(s  I  had  intendeds 
that  the  rifque  I  ftiould  run  of  a  diCco- 
very,  and  the  mifchiefs  that  might  ftow 
from  it,  could  not  be  juftified  by  ainy 
end  that  fuch  a  meetm^<<puld  aufwer; 
that  I  found  one  certain fervant  more  in 
my  vray,  when  I  took  my  morning  and 
evening  airings,  than  any  other;  that 
the  perfon  who  might  reveal  the  fecrets 
of  a  family  to  bim,  might,  if  oppor* 
tunity  were  eiven  bim,  betray  me,  or 
him,  to  thole  whom  it  was  his  duty  to 
ferve;  that  I  had  not  been  ufcd  to  a 
€0ndttft  &  faulty,  as  to  lay  myfclf  nt 
Cc  tho 


aoo 


CLARISSA    HARLOWE* 


the  mercy  of  fervants;  and  was  for^v  he 
had  fneafuies  t6  purfue^  that  made  (teps 
necdTary  in  his  own  opinion,  which, 
in  mine,  were  very  culpable,  and  which 
no  end  could  juftify;^  that  things  draw- 
ing towards  a  crifis  between  my  friends 
and  me,  an  interview  could  avail  no- 
thing j  efpecialiy  as  the  method  by  which 
this  correfpondence  was  carried  on,  was 
not  rurpe6led,  and  he  could  write  all 
that  was  in  his  mind  to  write;  that  I 
expe£led  to  be  at  liberty  to  jud^  of 
what  was  proper  and  lit  Mpon  this  oc- 
cafioQ}  efpecialiy  as  he  might,  be  af- 
fured,  that  I  wouldf  fooner  chufe  death, 
than  Mr.  Solmes. 

TVISDAV  VTGRT^ 

I  HAVE  depofited  my^fetter  to  Mr. 
Lovelace.  Threatening  as  things  look 
a^inft  me,  I  am  nnuch  better  pleafed 
with  myfclf  for  declining  tbcinterview 
than  I  was  before.  I  uippofc  he  will 
be  a  little  out  of  humour  upon.It,  how- 
ever: but  as  I  refcrvcd  tomyfelf  thcli- 
bcrty  of  chahgingr  my  mind}  a^d  as  it 
is  eafy  for  him  to  imagine  there  .fnay  be 
reafons  for  it  ivitbi/t-doors,  whifih  he 
cannot  judge  of  ivitbout-y  befidei  thofe 
I  have  fiiggcfted,  which  of  themfelves 
are  of  fuSicient  weight  to  engage  his 
acquicfccnccj  I  /houtd  think  it  ftrange, 
if  he  acquielces  not  on  this  occaflon, 
and  that  with  a  chearfulneis,  whidi 
may  fliew  me,  that  his  laft  letter  '{^ 
written  from  his  heart:  for  if  he  be 
really  fo  much  concerned  at  his  pa^ , 
faults,  as  he  pretends, and  has  for  fome' 
time  pretended,  muft  he  not,  pf  courle,*,' 
havecorre^ed,  in  Ibme  degree,  the  im-r 
pctuofity  of  his  temper?  The  firft  ftcp 
to  reformation,  as  I  conceive,  is  to  fub- 
due  fudden  gufts  of  paflion,  from  wlijch 
frequently  the  gieateft  evils  arife,  and 
.  to  learn  to  hear  difappointments.  If 
the  i^afcible  palTions  cannot  be  over- 
come, what  opinion  can  we  have  of  the 
p£rfon*8  power  over  thofe  to  which  bad 
habit,  joined  to  greater  temptation, 
gives  ftronger  force  > 

Pray,  my  dfear,  be  fo  kind,  as  to  make 
enquiry  by  fome  fa fe  hand,  after  the 
difguiles  Mr.  Lovelace  afTumes  at  the 
inn  he  puts  up  at  in  the  poor  village  of 
Neale,  he  calls  it.  If  It  be  the  fame  I 
take  it  to  be,  I  never  knew  it  was  con- 
Aderable  enough  to  have  a  name;  nor 
that  it  has  ah  inn  in  it. 
A&  he  muft,  to  be  fo  conftaiuiy  near 


us,  be  much  there,  I  would  be  glad  to 
have  fome  account  of  his  behaviour; 
and  what  the  people  think  of  him.  In 
fuch  a  length  of  time,  he  oiuft  by  bis 
coodyf^  etthec  ^ve  fcandali  or  hope  of 
reformation.  Pray,  my  dear,  humour 
me  in  this  enquiry.  I  have  reafoos  for 
it,  wliich  you  ihall  be  acquainted  with 
another  time,  if  the  refult  of  t!ie  en- 
quiry difcover  them  n«t. 


LETTER   XIX. 

MI»S  CI^AfLISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MJSS 
HOWE. 

,WKDNSS»AY    MOaKZKC,    KIKK 
O^CLOCX. 

I  Am  juft  returned  from  nay  morning 
walk,  and  already  have  received  a 
Utter  from  Mr.  Lovelace  in  anfwer4o 
mine  depofited  laft  night.  He  muft 
hikve  had  pen,  ink,  and  paper  with  biini 
for  it  was  written  in  the  coppice;  with 
thiscircumftance:  *  Ononeknec,knecl- 
«  ing  with  the  other.'  Not  from  reve- 
rence to  the  written  to,  however,  as 
you'll  find ! 

Well  we  are  inftrafled  early  to  keep 
thefe  men  at  diftance.  An  undefign ing 
open  heart,  where  it  is  loth  to  diib. 
biigCi  is  eafily  drawn  in,  I  fee,  to  cblige 
more  than  ever  it  deiigned.  It  is  tGo 
apt  to  govern  itfelf  by  what  a  bold  fpi . 
ntis  encouraged  to  expeS  of  it..    It  ia 

,  very  dif&cult  tor  a  good-natured. youngs 
perfon  to  give  a  negative  where  it  difl 

*efteems  not. 

,  V  Our  hearts  may  harden  and  contraft, 
AS  we  gain  experience,  and  when  vw-e 
have  fmarted  perhaps  for  our  eafy  foDy^ 
and  fo  they  ought,  or  we  (hould  be  up. 
On  very  unequal  terms  with  the  world. 
Kxcufe  thefe  grave  reflexions.  This 
man  has  vexed  me  heartily.  I  fee  his 
geiftlenefs  was  Aft:  fiercencfs,  and  a. 
temper  like  w|)at  I  have  been  too  much 
ufea'tp  at  home,  are  Mature  in  him. 
Nothing,  I  think,  Ihall  ever  make  me 
forgive  him ;  for  furely,  there  can  be 

.jap  gpod  reafon  for  his  impatience  oi\ 
an  expectation  given  with  referve,  and 
cevocable.— /  fo  much  to  (^fkv  tbrotigb 
him;  yet,  to  be  treated  as  if  I  were 
obliged  to  bear  infults  from  hina  1 

B.ut  here  you  will  be  {>leafed  to  hea4 
hia  lettpr^  which  X  IhaU  iodpfc. 

«   TO 
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*  TO  MISS  CLABIISA  HAftLOWE. 

*  GOO0  GOO  ! 

«  W-HAT  is  WW  to  become  of  mel 
*V  4  ^How  ihali  I  fupport  this 
'  dilappointment!— Ko  new  caufe!—- 
'  On  one  kn«e,  kneeling  with  the 
'  other,  I  write!— >My  feet  bcnambed 

*  with  midnight  wanderings  through 

*  the  heavieft  dews  that  ever  fell:  my 

*  wig  and  my  linen  dripping  with  the 

*  hoar  froft  diflblving  on  them{«^D«iy^ 

*  hot  tuft  breaking^^un  not  rifen  to 

*  eihale^*-May  it  never  r\k  again'.-* 
'  Unters  it  bring  healing  and  comfort 
'  tea  benighted  foul!  In  oroportion  to' 
'  the  joy  you  had  infpirea  (ever  lovely 

*  pMHniler!}  in  foch  proportio|i  ia  my 
'  aogniih ! 

*  O  my  beloved  creatnrel— But  are 

*  iiot  yottr  very  excuics  confefiiont  of 
'  CBcoies  inexcufable?    I  kno«v  not 

*  what  I  write!— TAtff  fcrvam  in  your 
^  way*!  By  the  great  God  of  Heaven, 

*  that  fervanc  was  ffff,  dar^d  m/, 
^  {9MldM0thtin  your  way  1—>Curie  up- 

*  on  the  cool  caution  that  is  pleaded  to 
'  deprive  me  of  an  expeJifttion  fo  tranf- 

*  porting! 

*  And  are  thtt^s  drawing  tonvardj  a 

*  cri/is  htweem  ywr  fri^iUs  and  you  f 
'  — Is  not  this  a  ivaJon  for  me  to  ex- 

*  p^,  the  rmfher  to  expert,  the  pro- 

*  xakdL  interview  ? 

*  Can  /  tortUaU  that  is  in  mfmhtd^ 
'  iiiy vou?— ImpolTible!— *Not  thchun- 

*  dxtdthpartof  whatisinmymind,aild 

<  in  my  apprebenfion,  can  I  write  1 

*  0  the  wavering,  the  changrabtc 

<  ftxl— But  csn  Miis  Clariffii  Hat- 
Mo«e^ 

'  Fofgive  mo,  Mtdami — I  know  mot 

*  what  I  ^aritc! 

*  Yet  I  mofty  I  dO)  infift  «p(m  yuur 
^promiro— Or  thkt  you  ^m  conde- 

*  fbead  to  fiiid  better  etculVt  for  the 
'  fabre— Ortonvtnce«le,thatftrong- 
'  or  ftafims  are  impofed  «pon  jou^  Haia 

*  thoie  you  offer. —A  promife^ff^  gi  von 

*  {upon  detilferatim  gitvn)  the  fro- 
'  M^only  «an  di(^«fe  wttb— except 

*  hi  cafes  of  a  rtry  «p^ent  neccffity 

*  impofed  «pon  4fle  frtmifer^  whit?h 
■*  mes  no  powar  to  perform- it. 

'  The  "fiHI  prottdTf  you  erer  made 

*  <iDe!  Uiit  and  tarth  poi'haps  depend- 
'  ing  upon  it— My-hc«t  defjpolidtivg 


from  the  barbarous  methods  refolved 
to  be  taken  with  you  in  malice  to  met 
'  Y9U  would  footur  cbufe  dsatb  than 
Sobuisl  (How  my  foul  fpurns  the 
cobpetitionl)  O  my  beloved  crea-  ^ 
ture,  what  are  thefe  but  wordi  f^ 
Whofi  words  7-*Sweet  and  ever-ador- 
able —  What?— Promlfe-breaker— 
mull  I  call  you?-— How  ftiall  I  believe 
the  afleveration  (your  fappofsd  dutjf 
in  the  oueftion!  Perfecuttoo  io  flam* 
ing!  Hatred  to  me  fo  ftrongly  avow- 
ed!) after  this  iaftance  of  your  ib 
lightly  diibenfing  with  your  promifef 
'  If,  my  deareft  Tile!  you  would  pre- 
vent my  diftra^iion,  or,  at  leaft,  dif- 
traded  confcquences,  renew  the  pro- 
mifed  hopel«>Myyk//  is  indeed  up- 
on it*s  crifis. 

*  Forgive  ^e,  deareft  creature,  for- 
give me  l-^I  know  I  have  written  in 
too  much  asffuifli  of  mind  !--> Writ- 
ins  this,  in  the  fane  moment  that  tbt 
juft  dawning  licht  has  imparted  to 
me  the  heavy  diuppointmenc. 

*  I  dare  not  re-perufe  what  I  ha^ 
written.— I  muft  depofit  it— >It  may 
ferve  to  ihcw  you  my  dfilrsAed  ap>- 
preheniioo  that  thisdifappointment  ii 
out  a  prelude  to  the  greater  of  all.-* 
Nor,  iiaving  here  any  other  popor, 
am  I  able  to  write  again  if  I  would 
onthi|j;looiBy  fpot — (Gloomy  is  my 
foul;  and  all  nature  round  me  par* 
takes  of  my  gloom!)  I  tniB  it 
therefore  to  your  goodnefs— If  it's 
fervor  excite  your  difpltafure  rathir 
than  your  Bity,  you  wrong  my  paf- 
ffOU}  and  I  ftall  be  ready  to  appre- 
hend, that  I  am  rnfendcd  to  be  the  fa- 
criiice  of  more  mifcreants  thaa  one  I 
[Have  patience  with  me,  deareft  crea* 
ture!— -I  mean  Solmes  and  your  bro- 
ther only.]  But  if,  exerting  your 
ufual  generofity,  you  will  excufe  and 
r^-affciut,  may  tnat  God,  whom  yen 
profels  to  ferve,  and  who  is  the  God 
of  truth  and  of  frOmifis,  prote^l  and 
bkft  you,  for  bothj  and  for  reftoring 
to  himfelf,  and  to  hope,  jour  ever^ 
adoring^  yet  almefi  dtfponding 

*  LOVELACB! 
*  xw-CAvaaKj  ihimx 

"*  COrVXCt-«.DAY  BUT 

*  JUST  BSXAKINC/ 


*  ft*  Page  199. 
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This  It  the  anfwer  I  (hall  return. 


*  WgDKBIBAT  MOBJtlKC* 

*  T  Am  amazed,  Sir,  at  the  freedom  of 
•*■  *  your  reproaches.     Prcflcd  and 

*  teazed,  agaioft  convenience  and  in- 

*  clination,  to  give  you  a  priv^ate  meet- 
<  ing,  am  J  to  be  thus  challenged  and 

*  upbraidedf  and  my  fex  reflected  up- 

*  on,  becaufe  I  thought  it  prudent  to 

*  change  my  mind  ?— A  liberty  I  had 

*  rcrervcd  to  myfclf,  when  I  made  the 
1  afpointmenti  as  you  call  it.  I  want- 
'  eti  not  in  dances  of  your  impatient 

*  fpirit  to  other  people:  yet  majr  it  be 

*  happy  for  me,  that  I  have  this  new 

*  one}  which  (hews,  that  you  can  as 

*  little  fpare  mf,  when  I  purfue  the dic- 

*  tntes  of  my  own  reafon,  as  you  do 
«  o/Afr/,  for  afting up  to  theirs.     Two 

*  motives  you  muft  be  governed  by  in 
«  this  excefs.     The  one  my  eafinefs^ 

*  the   other  your   9vm  prefumptson. 

*  Since  you  think  ypu  have  found  oiit 

*  the /irflt  and  have  (hewn  fo  much  of 

*  the  iafl  ^upon  it,   I  am   too  much 

*  alarmed,  not  to  wi(h  and  defire,  that  , 

*  your  letter  of  this  day  may  conclude 
«  all  the  trouble  you  had  from,  or  for, 

*  yoKT  bumble  fervoHt^ 

*  Cl.  Harlowe.' 

I  believe,  ray  dear,  I  may  promise 
inyfclf  your  approbation,  whenever  I 
write  or  Tpeak  with  fpirit,  be  it  to  whom 
it  will.  Indeed,  I  find  but  too  much 
reafon  to  exert  it,  iince  I  have  to  deal 
with  people,  who  govern  them  (elves  in 
their  condu^l  to  me,  not  by  what  is  fit 
or  decent,  right  orwrone,  but  by  what 
they  think  my  temper  will  bear.  I  have, 
till  very  lately,  been  praifed  for  mine  j 
but  it  has  always  been  by  thofe  who 
never  gave  me  opportunity  to  return  the 
compliment  to  them.  Some  peoplei 
have  a£led,  as  if  they  thoiisht  forbear- 
ance on  one  Jide  abfolutely  neceflary 
for  them  and  me  to  be  upon  good  tetms 
together;  and  in  this  caife  have  ever 
taken  care  rather  to  onve  that  obliga- 
tion than  to  lay  it.  You  have  hinttd 
to  me,  that  rcfentment  is  not  natural 
to  my  temper,  and  that  therefore  it  muft 
foon  fubfidc:  it  may  be  fo  with  refpeft 
to  my  relations;  but  not  to  Mr,  Lord- 
Uce,  I  a0ure  you* 


WSDNXSDAT  KOSN,  MARCK  i^* 

We  cannot  always  anfwe r  fm  what 
we  can^ox  but  to  convince  you,  that  X 
can  keep  my  above  reiolution,  with  re- 
eard  to  Mr.  Lovelace,  angry  as  my 
letter  is,  and  three  hours  as  it  is  ioic^ 
it  was  written,  I  a(rure  you,  that  1  rc- 

r;nt  it  not;  nor  will  foften  it,  althovgh 
find  it  is  not  taken  away.  And  yet 
I  hardly  ever  before  did  any-thinjt  in 
anger,  that  I  did  not  repent  in  half  an 
hour;  and  queftion  mylelf  in  tefs  than 
that  time,  whether  1  i^cre  right  or 
wrong. 

In  this  refpite  till  Tuefday,  I  have  a 
little  time  to  look  about  me,  as  I  may 
fay,  and  toconfiderof  what  \hitve\o 
do,  and  can  do.  And  Mr.  Lovelace** 
infoknce  will  make  me  go  very  home 
with  myfelf.  Not  that  I  think  I  can 
conquer  my  averfran  to  Mr.  Solmes.  I 
am  fnre  I  cannot.  But,  if  I  abfo- 
lutely  break  with  Mr.  Lovelace,  and 
give  my  friends  convincing  proofs  of 
it,  who  knows  but  they  will  reftore  me 
to  their  favour,  and  let  their  views  in 
relation  to  the  other  man  go  oif  by  de- 
'  grees? — Or,  at  Icaft,  that  I  may  be 
fafe  till  my  coufm  Morden  arrives;  to 
whom,  I  think,  I  will  writej  and  the 
rather,  as  Mr.  Lovelace  ball  afliired 
me,  that  mv  friends  have  written  nr 
him  to  ihake  good  their  iide  of  the 
queftioD. 

But,  with  all  my  courage,  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly apprehenfive  about  the  Toef«. 
day  next,  and  about  what  may  refult 
from  my  ftedfaftnefs;  for  ftedfaft  I  anfi 
fure  I  Ihall  be^  They  are  refolvtd,  \ 
am  told,  to  try  every  means  to  indvce 
me  to  comply  with  what  they  are  de- 
termined upon.  And  I  am  refolved  to 
do  all  I  can  to  av6td  what  they  wo^ld 
force  me  to  do.  A  dreadful  conten- 
tion between  parents  and  child !«— E^ch 
honing  to  leave  the  other,  without  ex- 
cute,  whatever  the  confequence  may 
be. 

What  can  I  do?  Advife  me,  my 
dear.  Something  Is  (faraogely  wronc 
fomewhere  I  to  make  parents,  the  moS 
indulgent  till  now,  feem  cruel  in  a 
child's  cyej  and  adaughter^  till  within 
thefe  few  weeks,  thought  unexception- 
ably  dutiful,  appear,  in  their  judg* 
mens,  a  rebel  l-ik>  my  ambitious  and 
violent  brother!  What  may  tie  bate  to 
anfwer  for  to  both  I 
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Be  pleated  to  remember,  my  dear, 
Alt  ycQT  laft  favour  was  dated  on  Sa- 
tarday.  'i%\%  is  Wednefday!  and 
Brae  of  mine  have  been  taken  away 
{see.  Dont  let  me  want  jour  adTice. 
My  fituztiim  is -extremely  difH6ult.-— 
But  I  am  furt  you  love  me  ftill:  and 
9ot  the  lefs  on  that  account.  Adieu, 
my  beloved  friend. 

Ci«.Harlowb. 


LETTER    XX. 

9(153  HOWE,  TO   MISS   CXARISSA 
UAIILOWE. 

TRvmtDAT  MORKING,   DAT  IRSAX, 
VAKCH  30. 

AN  accident,  and  not  remifTnefs^ 
has  occalioned  my  filence. 

My  mother  was  (tnr  for  on  Sunday 
light  by  her  couiin  Larkin,  whom  I 
nentioned  in  one  of  my  former,  and 
vho  was  extremely  earneft  to  fee  her. 

This  poor  woman  was  always  afraid 
of  death,  and  was  one* of  thofe  weak 
pcrfoos  who  imagine  that  the  makine 
of  their  will  muft  be  an  undoubted 
foreninner  of  it. 

She  had  always  laid,  when  urged  to 
the  nccefl*ary  work,  That  whenerer  flic 
I  made  it,  the  ihouldnot  livelong  afte^j 
and,  one  would  think,  imagined  me 
«as  under  an  obligation  to  prove  her 
words :  for,  though  flie  had  been  long 
bed- rid,  and  wsTs,  in  a  manner,  worn 
cat  before,  yet  (he  thought  herfelf  bet- 
ter, till  flic  was  perfuaded  to  make  it: 
ttd  from  that  moment,  remembering 
what  (be  uied  to  prognofticate,  (her 
fiars  bdping  m  'woat  Jbifeand,  as  is 
«(icnthecaie,  particularly  in  the  fmall- 

E)  grew  worfej   and  had  it  in  her' 
J  once  to  burn  her  will,  in  hopes 
t»  grow  better  u]jbn  it. 

She  fcnt  mjr  mother  word,  that  the 
4odors  bad  given  her  over:  but  that 
ic  could  not  die  till  (he  faw  her.  I 
Idd  my  mother,  that  if  (he  wiflied  her 
idiance  for  recovery,  (he  ihould  not, 
fotAttt  rea(bn,  go. '  But  go  (he  would} 
aad,  what  was  worfe,  would  make  me 
9»  with  her;  and  that,  at  an  hour's 
waraing;  for  (be  faid  nothing  of  it  to 
•c,  ^iT  (be  was  tifing  in  the  morning 
Mrffy  refolving  to  return  at  n^bt, 
Ibd  there  been  more  time  for  argu* 
mvOfiJQp,  to  he  foic  I  had  not  gooc) 


but  as  it  was,  there  was  a  kind  of  ne- 
etfTiKy  that  my  preparation  to  obey  her, 
(houfd,  in  a  manner,  arcoiupany  her 
command.-^ A  command  fo  much  out 
of  the  way,  on  fuch  a  folemn  ooca(ion ! 
And.  this  I  reprefented}  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe :  there  never  was  Aich  a  contra*- 
di£^ing  girl  in  the  world— iVjf  wifilom 
alwavs  made  ber  a  fool!— But  (he 
nvould  be  obliged  this  timi,  proper  or 
improper. 

I  have  but  one  way  of  accounting 
for  this  fudden  whim  of  my  mother  | 
and  that  is  this— She  had  a  niind  to  ac- 
cept of  Mr.  Hickman*s  oifer  to  efcort 
her— And  I  verily  believe  [I  wilh  I 
were  quite  fure  of  it]  had  a  mind  to 
oblige  him  with  Mpr  company— >As  far 
as  I  know,  to  keep  me  out  of  ^ueiySr.  . 

For,  would  yoo  believe  it?— Aa 
fure  as  you  are  alive,  (he  is  afraid  for  her 
favourite  Hickman,  becauie  of  the  long 
vifityour  Lovelace,  though  fo  much  by 
accident,  made  me  in  ber  abfence,  \iA 
time  (he  was  at  the  fame  place.  I  ho^ 
my  dear,  ycu  are  not  jealous  too:  But 
indeed  J  now -and*  then,  when  (be  teases 
me  with  praifes  which  Hickman  can* 
not  de(erve,  in  return  fall  to  praifing 
thofe  qualities  and  perfonalities  in 
Lovelace,  which  the  other  never  wiU 
have.  Indeed  I  do  love  to  tease  a  lit- 
tle bit,  that  I  do.— My  mamma's  girl 
•»I  had  like  to  have  faid. 

As  you  know  (he  is  as  pafTtonate,  as 
I  am  pert,  you  will  not  wonder  to  be 
told,  that  we  generally  fall  out  on 
thefe  occafions.  She  flies  ftx>m  me  at 
the  long  run.  It  would  be  undutiful 
in  me  to  leave  her/f^-— And  then  I  get 
an  opportunity  to  purfueoui  correjfvn^ 
dimce. 

For,  now  I  am  rambling,  let  me  tell 
you,  that  Ihe  does  not  much  favour 
tbat^^^for  t*wo  reafons,  I  believe:-" 
one,  that  I  don*t  (hew  her  all  that 
pa(res  between  us;  the  other,  that  (he 
thinks  I  harden  your  miiid  again  ft  your 
.  duty,  as  it  is  called.  And  with  ber, 
for  a  neafon  at  borne,  as  I  have  hinted 
more  than  once,  parents  cannot  do 
wrong)  children  cannot  oppofe,  and 
berignt.  This  obliges  me  now-and- 
then  to  Jfeal  an  hour,  as  I  may  (ay, 
and  not  let  her  know  how  I  am  em- 
ployed. 

You  may  guefs  from  what  I  lunre 
written,  how  aver(e  I  was  to  comply 
with  this  unreafonable  ((retch  of  mo- 
therlf  autliority-^But  it  came  to  be  « 
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tf/i  tfdut^\  fo  T  was  oblind  to  yield* 
though  with  a  full  perAiaSon  of  being 
ifi  tlM  right. 

I  have  always  your  reproofs  upon 
the&  occafioDsi  in  your  late  letters 
ftrooger  than  ever*  A  good  rea(hn 
why,  you*ll  fay,  becaufe  more  deferv- 
cd  than  ever.  I  thank  you  kindly  for 
your  corrcdion.  I  hope  to  make  cor- 
rtOian  of  it— But  \tK  me  tell  you,  that 
your  ftripes,  whether  deferved  or  not, 
nave  made  me  ienfible  deeper  than  the 
Ikin-— But  of  this  another  time. 

It  was  Monday  afternoon  before  we 
reached  the  old  lady's  houfe.  That 
fiddling,  parading  fellow  fyou  know 
who  I  mean]  made  us  wait  lor  him  two 
hours,  and  I  to  goa  )ouniey  Idiflikedl 
only  for  the  fake  of  having  a  little  more 
tawdry  upon  his  hou/ingS(  which  he 
had  hurried  his  faddler  to  put  on^  to 
-make  him  look  fine,  being  to  efcort 
his  dear  Madam  Howe,  and  her  fair 
daughter.  I  told  him,  that  I  fuppofed 
he  was  afraid,  that  the  douCle  ialem- 
nity  in  the  cafe  (that  of  the  vifit  to  a 
dying  woman,  and  that  of  hia  own 
countenance)  would  give  him  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  undertakers  to  avoid 
which,  he  ran  into  as  had  an  extreme, 
and  I  doubted  would  be  taken  for  a 
iMSKw/vmsa^. 

The  man  was  confoundad .  He  took 
it  as  ftrongly,.  as  if  his  confcience  gave 
■afrent  to  the  juftice  of  the  remark: 
otherwife  he  would  have  borne  it  betterj 
for  he  is  ufed  enough  to  this  fort  of 
treatment.  I  thought  he  would  have 
cried.  I  have  heretofore  obferved,  that 
on  ibis  fide  of  the  contra6i,  he  feema  tp 
he  a  mighfy  meek  fort  of  creature.-* 
And  though  I  (hould  like  it  in  him 
hifTHfitr  perhaps,  yet  I  can't  help  de- 
Ipifing  him  a  little  in  my  heart  for  it 
1S0W.  Ibelieve,myd«ar,wea411oveyoiir 
Mttftering  feHows  beftj  could  we  but 
diroft  the  blufter,  and  bid  it  roar  when, 
and  at  whom  we  pkaied. 

The  poor  man  looked  at  my  mother. 
She  was  ib  an^ry,  (my  airs  upon  it, 
«nd  my  oppofition  to  the  Journey,  have 
«)!  helped)  that  for  half  the  way  Ac 
would  not  ipeak  to  um.  And  when 
4be  did,  «t  was,  « I  wilk  I  h^d  not 
'  bffougitt  you!  You  know  ftot  what  it 

*  is  to  condefcend.    It  is  m^  fank^  not 

*  Mr,  HukmMKTSf  th«t  you  are  here  lb 
<  snochsigaioft  yoor  wilL  Haive  po« 
«  noeyes  far  this  fide  of  the  chariait?* 

A^M^hoi  he  fand  the  hfMar  fipofa 


r  as  Hj 
chanoU 
nlookd 
iehaoafl 
!  tod! 
whilel 
t  myifS 


bff^   as  he  always  does,  for  fani^ 

woiTe  from  me :  for  there  was,  *  IM 

*  do  you  jww,  Sir?'  Aid  *  Howj^ 

^  you  «sxv,    Mr.  Hickman?*   as  ki| 

ambled  now  on  this  fide  of  the  ch   ' ^ 

now  on  that,  ftealing  a  prim  I 

me;  her  head  half  out  of^  the  < 

kindly  fmiling  as  if  married 

man  but  a  fortnight  herfclf^ 

always  faw  fumcthing  to  divert  i 

on  the  fide  of  the  chariot  where  the'  lia<^ 

neft  man  was  not,  were  it  but  old  Ro^ 

bin  at  a  diftance,  on  his  Roan  Kclfel. 

Ourcourtihipdaysi  they  fay,  arcool 

beft  days.     Favour  deftroys  courtibipu 

Diftance  increafes  it.    It's  eflence  ij 

dii^ance.     And   to   fee  hoyr  familial 

thefe  men  wretches  grow  upon  a  fmile^ 

what  an  awe  they  are  (truck  into  wbq 

we  frowni  who  would  not  make  thcfl^ 

ftand  off*?   Who  would  not  enjoy  ^ 

power,  that  is  to  befo  ihort-iived?    , 

Don*t  chide  me  one  bit  for  thia,  nqj 

dear.     It  is  in  nature.     I  c^n^t  hdp  ifi 

Nav,  for  that  matter,  I  love  it,  aa4 

wiin  not  to  help  it.     So  fpare  voor  ^ 

vity,  I  befeech  you,  on  this  fubje£( 

fetnot  up  for  ft  perfe^  eharafler 

man  will  bear  it.     And  what  nced^ 

care?  My  mother  overbalances  a  if 

fufFers:  and  if  he  thinks  himleJf  uijj 

y,  he  o^ght  never  to  be  otherwife; 

hen  did  he  not  deferve  a  fit  of  df 

fullens,  think  you,  to  make  us  lofe  otfj 

dinner  for  his  panide,  fincc  in  fo  thoQ 

a  journey  my  mother  would  not  'b^ 

and  lofe  the  opportunity  of  comii|| 

bid  ladje^ 

fiiynothoa 

of  beine  the  canfe,  that  my  ■n?mi||| 

was  in  theglout  with  her  poor  daughlai 

all  the  way. 

.  At  our  alighting  I  gave  him  anotha 
dab{  but  it  was  but  alittle  one.  Yet  tM 
manner,  and  the  air.  made  up(as  I  iS 
tended  they  4iould  )  for  that  defea.  i^ 
mother*s  hand  was  kindly  put  into  hii 
amd  with  a  fimperinf  altogether  bridM^ 
and  with  another  *  How  do  you  »o«| 
*  Sir  ?*-^Ail  his  plunu>  mufcles  were  f| 
motiott,  and  a  double  charge  of 
and  ohfequioufnefa  £dgettcd  up 
whole  fomiy  when  be  offered  to  me 
ofiicious  psJm.  'My  mother,  whc 
was  a  girl,  always  bid  me  hold  im 
head.  1  joft  tLtn  ramemberea 
ooiimuMidsy  and  was  duttfuft-^E  nc 
held  up  my  head  £>  high.  With 
averted  fiipercilioua  tyt,  and  a 
tag  haiMd  balf-flaartihiiy-'  X 


back  that  night,  had  the  bid  lad 
condition  permitted  it  ?  To  " 
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^10  need  of  help.  Sir!— You  are  in 

He  ran  bacin  ^^  (^  o**  wheeU;  with 
rhtx  excdCvely  mortified:  I  had 
bMits  elfe  to  haf  e  followed  the  too 
mk  touch,  with  a  decHiration,  that 
bd  as  many  hands  andfeetashimfelf. 
It  this  wodM  have  bees  telling  him  a 
9te  of  news,  as  to  the  latter,  that  I 
ifi  he  had  not  the  prefumpiion  to 
Kftat. 

,.  #  ♦ 
We  feond  the  poor  woman,  at  we 
toght,  at  the  \2&  nfp.  Had  we 
tame  Jeotur,  we  could  not  have  eot 
l«aj,  as  we  intended,  that  ni^t. 
foQ  fee  1  am  for  exculing  the  man  all 
tcan;  and  jet,  I  sflTure  you,  I  have 
•oc  (b  much  as  a  ctmditknal  liking  to 
lim.  My  mother  fat  up  moft  part  of 
beoight,  expe^ing  every  hour  would 
K»e  heen  her  poor  couiin*s  laft.  I  bore 
Rr  company  till  two. 

I  never  faw  the  approaches  of  death 
^a  grown  perfon  before;  and  wasex- 
inaefy  (hocked.  Death,  to  one  in 
iahh,  is  a  very  terrible  thing.  We^ 
jkt  the  perfon  for  what  fie  fiiffcrs  : 
liwe  pitv  ourfelves  for  what  «we  muft 
fitoetimelience  in  like  fort  foffer;  and 
iiiiei»^^affe£led. 

She  held  out  till  ^uefday  morning, 
fevea.  As  ftie  had  told  my  mother 
b  Ae  had  left  her  an  executrix,  and 
hr  and  me  rin^s  and  mourning;  wc 
NR  employed  all  that  dav  in  matters 
lAewill^  [by  which,  by  the  way, 
fa'coofin  Jenny  Fynnett  is  handfome- 
||ra\nded  for  J  fo  that  it  was  Wed- 
Ray  morning  early,  before  we  could 
ft  our  on  our  return. 
I  It  is  true,  we  got  home  (having  no 
b«6ngs  to  ftay  for)  by  noon:  but 
bogh  I  fent  Robin  away  before  he 
IfeooQced,  (who  brought  me  back  a 
9kk  packet,  down  to  the  fame  Wcd- 
Mlby  iloon)  yet  was  I  really  fb  fa- 
4[Md,  and  nocked,  as  I  mnft  own, 
Kne  hard  death  of  the  old  lady;  my 
ihiii  likewife  (who  has  no  reafon  to 
"nie  tkii  world)  being  tndifpofed 
I  the  dune  occafion;  that  I  could 
ftc  about  writing  time  eaough  for 
ib's  return  that  >night. 
^  having  recruited  my  fpirits,  my 
^  er  having  alfo  had  a  good  night,  I 
wxdi  the  dawn  to  vnite  this,  and 
dH^tched  time  enon^  for  yonr 
!aft-afring{  thatvour  fulpcaft 
he  at  tbort  as  poffible* 
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I  WILL  Awn  follow  this  with  ano* 
ther.  I  will  emoloy  a  perfon  df  redly 
to  find  out  how  JLovelace  behaves  him- 
ftlf  at  his  inn.  Such  a  bufy  fpirit 
mufi  be  traceable. 

But,  perhaps,  my  dear«  yo«  are  in- 
difierent  no^-w  about  him,  or  his  em- 
ployments; for  this  rcmieft  was  made 
Defore  he  mwrialh  offended  you.  Ne- 
▼erthelefs,  I  will  have  enquiry  made. 
The  refalt,  it  is  Very  probahle,  will  be  • 
of  ttfe  to  confirm  you  in  vonr  preient 
unforgiving  temper.— And  yet,  if  the 
p09r  man  [Ihall  1  pity  him  tmyut  my 
dear  ?  ]  flioold  be  depnved  of  the  greateft 
bleiling  an^  man  on  earth  can  receive^ 
and  to  which  he  has  the  prefumption, 
with  fo  little  merit,  to  aspire;  he  will 
have  run  great  rifques;  caught  mat 
colds;  hazarded  fevers;  fuftained  the 
higheft  indifirnities;  braved  the  incle- 
mencies of  dcies,  and  all  for^-mtbing ! 
—Will  not  this  move  vour  grturofity 
(if  nothing  elfe)  in  his  favour!— 
Poor  Mr.  Lovelace  I 

I  would  occafion  no  throb  1  nor  half- 
throh;  no  flafli  of  fenfibility,  like 
lightning  darting  in,  and  as  foon  fup- 
prefled  by  a  difcretion  that  no  one  of 
the  fcx  ever  before  could  gire  fuch  an 
example  of— I  nmuldn9t\  flay  5  and  yet, 
for  a  trial  of  you  to  ywrjtif^  rather 
than  as  an  impertinent  overflow  of 
raillery  tnyotir  friend,  as  money -takers 
try  a  iuipeaed  |uinea  by  x\itffmnd^  let 
me,  on  ttich  a  luppoiition,  found  jrsa, 
by  repeating,  •  Poor  Mr,  Lovelace  r^^ 

And  now,  my  dear,  how  is  it  with 
you  ?  How  do  you  now,  as  my  mo- 
ther fays  to  Mr.  Hickman,  when  her 
pert  daughter  has  made  him  look  for- 
rowful  ? 


LETTER   XXI. 

MR.  HICKMAN,  TO  MRS.  HOWS. 


MADAM, 


WBDNSSDaT,   MARCH  29^ 


IT  IS  with  infinite  regret  that  I  think 
myfelf  obliged,  by  pen  and  ink,  to 
repeat  my  apprehenfions,  that  it  is  Im- 
poifible  for  roe  ever  to  obtain  a  fliarein  * 
the  afftrdions  of  your  beloved  daugh- 
ter. O  that  it  were  not  too  evident  to 
every-one,  as  well  as  to  myftlf,  even 
to  our  very  fervants, ,  that  my  love  for 
her^  and  my  aiBduitR9j  cxpoftAe  fa- 
ther 
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ther  to  her  fcorn  [Forgire  mc,  Madam, 
tbe  hard  woid!]  than  to  the  treatment 
due  to  a  man  whofe  proporais  have  n^ 
with  your  approbationi  and  who  loves 
]i«r  above  all  the  women  in  the  world  1 
Wcl!  might  the  merit  of  my  pafiion 
be  doubted,  if,  like  Mr.  Solmes  to  the 
tfuly  admirable  Mifs  Clarifla  Harlowe^ 
I  could  continue  my  addreifes  to  Mifs 
Howe's  diftafte.  Yet  what  will  not 
the  diicontinuance  coft  me  I 

Give  me  leave,  neverthelefs,  dearcft^ 
wonhieft  lady,  to  repeat,  what  I  told 
you,  oh  Monday  night,  at  Mrs.  Lar- 
kin's,  with  a  heart  even  burning  with 
grief,  that  I  wanted  not  the  treatment 
of  that  day  to  convince  me,  that  I  am 
Dot,  nor  even  can  be,  the  obje^  of  Mifs 
Howe*s  voluntary  favour.  '  What  hopes 
can  there  be,  that  a  lady  will  ever 
efteem,  as  a  huiband,  the  man,  whom 
as  a  lover,  (he  defpifes  ?  Will  not  every 
aA  of  obligingnefs  from  fuch  a  one, 
be  conftrued  an  unmanly  tamenefs  of 
ipirit,  and  entitle  him  the  more  to  her 
dildain  >— My  heart  is  full:  forgive 
jiie  if  I  fay,  that  Mifs  Howe's  treat- 
ment of  me  does  no  ci  edit  either  to  her 
education,  or  fine  fenfe. 
•  Since  the^n  it  is  too  evident,  that  (he 
cannot  efteem  me;  and  fince,  as  I  have 
heard  it  Juftly  obferved  by  the  excel- 
lent Mifs  CUrilTi  Harlowe,  that  love 
IS  not  a  voluntary  paOion;  would  it  not 
be  ungenerous  to  fubje^l  tbe  dear 
daughter  to  the  difpleafure  of  a  mother 
fo  juftly  fond  of  nerj  and  you.  Ma- 
dam, while  3JOU  are  fo  good  as  to  inte- 
reft  yourfclf  in  my  favour,  to  uneaii- 
nefs  ?  And  why,  were  I  to  be  even  fure, 
at  laft,  of  fucceeding  by  means  of  your 
kind  partiality  to  me,  (hould  I  wiOi  to 
make  the  beft- beloved  of  my  foul  un- 
happy; fince  mutual  muftbe  our  hap- 
pincfs^  or  mifery  for  life  tbe  confe- 
quence  to  both  ? 

My  be/l  wilhes  will  hr  ever  attend 
the  dear,  the  ever-dear  lady!  May  her 
nuptials  be  happy  I  Theymuft  bcfo,  if 
flie  marry  the  man  flie  can  honour  with 
her  love.  Yet  I  will  fay,  that  whoever 
be  the  happy,  the  thrice  happy  man» 
he  never  can  love  her  with  a  paffion 
more  ai'dent  and  more  fincere  than 
mine. 
Accept,  dear  Madam,  of  my  mod: 

Sratefuf  thanks  for  adiilin6lion  that  has 
een  the  only  fupport  of  my  preliimp- 
tion  in  an  addreis  I  am  obliged,  as  ut- 
terly hopelefsi  to  dUcontinue.    A  dif* 


tio£lion,  on  which  (stidnoton  my  owi 
merits)  I  had  entirely  relied;  bol 
wbich,  I  find  can  avail  ^e  nocbiog. 
To  the  laft  hour  of  my  life,  it  will  givi 
me  pleafure  to  think,  that  had  yomr  fa* 
vour,  your  iccommendation,  been  ol 
fufHcient  weightto  conquer  what  leesni 
to  be  an  invincible  tverfion,  I  bad  bees 
^he  happieft  of  men. 

I  am,  dear  Madam,  wiUi  inviolabli 
rtfpt^,  j^omr  evtr  obliged  tmd fait bfu 
bumbU  Jefuant^  4 

Charles  Hickman 


LETTER  xxrr. 

MRS.  HOWE,   TO  CHARLES  KICK* 
MAN,   Esq. 

TRUBSDAT,   MAKCa    JO 

1  Cannot  but  (ky,  Mr.  Hickmao»  bu 
you  have  caufe  t<e  be  diiTatlalied— 
to  be  out  of  humour— -to  be  difpleaiet 
-*-with  Nancy»<But,  upon  my  ivoH 
but  indeed— What  (hall  I  fay  ?— . Ve 
thi^  I  will  fay,  that  you  gotid  youa| 
gentlemen  know  nothmg  at  all  of  oa 
lex.  Shall  I  tell  yoi>— But  why  fliouli 
I?  And  yet  I  will  fay,  that  it  Nanq 
did  not  think  welt  of  you  in  the  main 
(he  is  too  generous  to  treat  "^yoii  IS 
freely  as  flie  does.— Don*t  yon  thlnl 
Ike  has  courage  enough  to  tell  me«  Ibi 
would  not  fee  you,  aiul  to  refufe  at  am 
tinte  feeing  you,  as  flie  knows  oo  ivha 
account  you  come,  if  (he  had  not  fomc 
thing  in  her  head  favourable  to  yo«| 
Fie!  that  I  am  forced  to  iay  thus  mucj 
in  writing,  when  I  have  ninted  it  t^ 
you  twenty  and  twenty  times  by  wor< 
of  mouth  r 

But  if  you  are  So  indifierenr,  Mc 
Hickman— If  you  think  you  caa  hut 
with  her  for  her iklttiOi  tricks— »I^jiq 
intereft  in  your  favour— Why,  Air 
Hickman,  I  muft  tell -you,  th^  m^ 
Nancy  is  worth  bearing  witb.  if  ||h 
be  ya0/(0«— what  is  that  owing  |o  N— It 
it  not  to  her  'wiif  Let  me  tell  /oa»  Sir 
you  cannot  have  tbe  convenience  with^ 
out  the  inconvenience.  What  worlk* 
man  loves  not  a  fliarp  tool  to  work  with  \ 
But  is  there  not  more  danger  firaaa  i 
ibarp  tool,  than^from  a  blunt  one' 
And  what  workman  will  throw  awaj 
a  ihaip  tool,  becauftit  may  cat  U 
fineers  t  WitflNgM^likeqedto  a  ihan 
tool*     And  tbcre  is  ibraetliing  verj 

pretc 
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|Rli^l«  wit,  iet  1M  tell  ^rva.  Oftn 
sad  olieD  have  I  b«c«  forced  to  flnile 
ft  her  anA  mrns  vpon  me,  wkcn  I  could 
kape  heat  her  for  them.  And,  V^Jt 
daii*t  I  bear  a  great  deal  from  hcrf-* 
Aad  «rhy  ?  Becavfe  I  love  her.  A»d 
vovid  ji3m  not  wiih  me  to  yndgt  o^ 
jmr  love  for  her  by  my  own }  And 
vadd  DOC  yo«  bear  wich  her  ?— Don^t 
you  love  ber  (what  though  with  ano- 
ther fort  of  love?)  at  well  at  ]  do  f  I 
do  affbre  ^roo.  Sir,  that  if  I  thooght 
yo«  did  not^— WeU,  but  it  it  plain  that 
yoa  don^tl — ^And  is  it  plain  thatyoia 
doa*t?*Well,  then,  yo«  aMid  do  at  yoa 
think  bell. 

Well  might  the  merit  ofvoor  pafioR 
be  doubted,  you  fay,  i^  like  Mr. 
Selmca^Fiddle.faddfel«-Why,  to« 
»  a  captiooa  man,  I  think  1— Hat 
Nancy  been  fo  plain  in  her  repniiee  of 
m  aa  Mife  Clary  Harlowe  hat  been  to 
Mr.  Sokncf  ?«-0oea  Nancy  love  any 
■na  better  than  you,  although  the  may 
aet  ftew  fo  much  love  to  you  at  yo« 
wilbfor?— Iffl^did,  let  me  tell  jon, 
te  would  have  let  at  all  hear  of  it.-« 
What  idlecomparifimt  then  I 

Bat  it  may  be  yon  are  tired  out.  It 
any  be  voo  have  leen  fomcbody  elfe«-> 
It  may  be  3roh  would  wiA  to  change 
anireiea  with  that  gay  wretch  Mr. 
Lntcbce.  It  may  be  too,  that,  in  that 
j«6,  Naacy*  would  not  be  fi>rry  to 
change  lovert— The  trMh  a^Mtrmbk 
Mift  CiaHfla  Harlowe!  And  the  #;r. 
€gUait  Mift  aarifia  Harlowe  I— Good 
lack  I^Bot  take  care,  Mr.  Hickman, 
r  that  you  do  not  pnile  any  woman  Ut- 
iK  lee  her  be  aa  admirable  and  at  ex- 
oweat  na  ht  will,  above  vour  owa 
mtftreft*  No  polite  man  will  do  that^ 
tedy.  And  take  care  too,  that  you 
.  do  aot  aMiko  ber  or  me  think  you  are 
m  eamell  ia  yoor  anget^^Joft  though 
it  any  be,  aa  anger  only^  would  not 
6r  a  tboafimd  poundt,  that  Nancy 
ftonld  know  that  yoa  can  fb  eafilj  part 
mA  hov  if  you  havt  the  love  ior  her 
^uch-yoa  declare  voa  have.  Be  fare, 
M  yoa  ate  wn  abtolutaly  determined^ 
iiat  yna  do  not  fo  much  aa  whifper  the 
cpateau  of  thit  your  letter  to  your 
turn  bcait,  at  I  may  lay. 

Hnrtiaatntent  of  you,  you  fay,^doee 
■o  credit  cither  to  her  education  or  fiaa 
ftafe.  Verv  home  pit,  truly  I  Never* 
Ade&»  lb  &y  I.  Bat  ia  oat  hera  tha 
ii%race,  more  tfaaa  yourt  f  I  can  af- 
fim  youf  that  every «ba#y  blaair»  l^tr 


ibrk.  Aad^a^datbtybltncberf 
— Whyf  Bcctou  tfaey  think  yoa  me. 
fit  better  tiaataMot  at  her  haadt  t  and 
j»  aot  ths«  to  voar  cveditf  Who  but 
aitiet  jw^  and  blaroce  kifi  Do  tha 
mrvanta,  who,  at  you  oblhrve,  Ihe  bar 
Ikittilk  airt,  dilrefped  yoa  for  them  t 
I>othey  not,  at  luch  tamea,  look  coo« 
cemad  ier  fom9  An  they  aot  tbea 
doubly  oAciout  in  their  rci^eAt  ut4 
ftrvicea  to  yon  t  1  have  obierved  with 
plaafare,  that  they  are. 

But  you  are  afraid  yoa  ll^ll  ba 
thought  tame,  nerhapt,  when  married. 
That  you  Ihall  not  be  thought  manfy 
taough,  I  warrant  !->*And  ihit  wan 
poor  Mr.  Howe^t  fear.  And  many  m 
tag  did  thit  lordly  fear  coft  us  both, 
God  kaowtt^-Maay  aM>re  thaa  needed^ 
I  am  fore:— «ad  more  than  ought  to 
have  been,  had  he  known  how  to  he^ 
tmdfmrh§m^  at  it  the  duty  of  thole  who 
pretend  to  iMve  moi  fealS^Aad,  pray, 
which  would  you  have  to  have  molk 
lenle,  the  woman  or  the  man  f 

Well,  8ir,  and  now  what  lamaiat,  if 
you  really  love  Nancy  to  well  at  yoo 
Ay  you  do  f— Why,  I  leave  that  to 
you.  You  maj>  it  you  pleale,  coma 
lo  bretkfall  with  me  in  the  oioraiag« 
But  with  t^fiUl  hsmrit  nor  relhoting 
loukt,  I  ad  vile  yoii$  except  you  can 
brave  it  out.  That  have  I,  when  pro* 
voked,  done  amny  a  time  with  my  huf" 
hand^  bat  never  did  I  get  any- thing 
b^  it  with  my  dMigbtm  much  kit 
will  you.  Ot  whi&,  lor  yoor  abler  • 
vatioa,  I  thought  fit  to  advertife  you. 
At  from j^Mtr/riimd, 

Amnabella  Hows« 


LBTTER   XXIII. 

MISS  HOWB,  TO  MISS    CLABI8SA 
BAILOWI. 

TBVBtOAT  MOaniNO. 

IWill  now  takt  fome  notice  of  your 
laft  favour.    But  being  fq  far  be* 
hind'hand  with  yon,  muft  be  brief. 

I  n  the  firft  place,  at  to  your  reprooft, 
thut  Iball  I  difcharge  myfelf  of  that 
part  of  my  fubjed.  It  it  likely,  think 
you,  that  I  fliould  avoid  deforing  them 
aaw^aad-then,  ecafionally,  when  I  ad- 
mire the  manner  in  which  you  give  me 
your  rebuket,  and  love  you  the  better 
for  th^pi  ?  And  when  you  are  fo  well 
Dd  €MtiiUd 
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entiiMxp^tt  tlie*i  \  For  what  fuilu 
caojw^pQwbly  haire,  tinlcfryour  ipela- 
liona  are  ik>  kind  at  to  fiml  you  ^f$tue  to 
keep  their  mmrj^  in  counteiia«cef-f-rBut 
they  .are  ta  kind  ton^  mthii»  aa  to 
y9H\  for  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that 
amy  one  who  Aiould  read  yftur  letters; 
and  would  fay^you  were  rigbt^  wbuld 
not  on  leadii^  won*  condcRin  me  for 
being  fM/f  nwMg. 

.  Your  refoltttion  not  to  leave  your 
father's  houfe  is  nght-*»if  you  can  ftay 
in  it,  and  avoid  being  6olmea*t  wi(e. 
.  I  think  you  anfwcned  Solme<*t  letter, 
as  i  flioulcl  h..ve  uifwered  it*-Will  vou 
not  compUment  me  and  yt^urfelt  at 
«iice,  by  faying,  that  tbai  was  right  > 
You  have,  in  your  Icftttrs  to  your 
Vi>eU  and  the  reft,  done  all  that  you 
«ugbt  to  do*    You  are  wholly  guihlefs 
of  tberonie^oence,  be  it  what  it  will. 
To  offer  to  ffive  up  vour  eftate  •.—•That 
Ipewuld  not  f  have  done !  You  fee  thia 
offer  ftaggered  them;  they  tooktinie  to 
con  Hder  of  it.  They  made  my  heart  ache 
in  the  lime  they  look.    I  was  afraid 
tliey  would  have  taken  you  at  your 
word:  and  fo  but  for  bame,  and  fur 
fearofJLovelace,  I  dare  fay  they  would. 
.  Yott  are  too  noble  for  them.    This,  I 
repeat,  is  an  a&w  I  would  not  have 
made«    Let  me  beg  of  you,  my  dear, 
never  to  repeat  the  temptation  to  them. 
<  I  freely  own  to  you,  that  their  ufage 
of  you  upon  it,  and  Lovelace*t  difihe- 
i-ent  treatment  of  you*  in  his  kft  let-r 
ter  received  at  the  lame  time,  would 
have  naade  me  his,  paft  redemption. 
The  deuce  take  the  man,  I  was  going  to 
fay,  for  nothsivinghad  fo  much  regard 
to  his  chara^er  and  morals,  as  would 
have  entirely  juftified  fuch  a  ftep  in 
a  Cl A R I s  s  A,  perfecuted  as  (he  is !    . 
I  wonder  not  at  your  appointment 
with  him.     I  may  further  touch  upon 
fqme  part  of  this  fubje6k  by-and-by. 

I^ray— pray— I  pray  you  now,  my 
deareft  friend,  contrive  to  fend  your 
Betty  Barnes  to  me!— Does  the  Co- 
ven tiy  A61  extend  to  women,  know  ye? 
—The  UafI  I  will  do,  fball  be,  to  fend 
her  home  well  foufed  in  and  dragged 
through  our  deepeft  hor{e*pond.  -  rll 
engage,  if  1  ^  her  hither,  tnat  the  will 
keep  theanniverfary  of  her  deliverance 
as  long  as  flie  lives. 

I  wonder  not  at  Lovelace's  faucy  an* 
fwer,  fancy  as  it  really  isf .  If  he  loTet 

•  SeePa|e  139. 


you  as  he  ought,  he  muft  be  vexed  at 
fo  great  a  dilappointment.  The  man 
muft  have  been  a  deteftable  bypocrite» 
I  think,  had  henotihewn  his  vexation. 
Your  expeftations  of  fuch  a  chriftian 
command  of  temper  in  htm,  in  a  dif* 
appointment  of  this  nature  efpecially, 
are  too  early  by  almoft  half  a  century 
in  a  m^in  of^his  conftitution.  But  ne- 
verthelefs  I  am  very  far  from  blaming* 
you  for  your  refentment. 
'  I  iball  be  all  impatience  to  know  hcMV 
this  matter  ends  between  you  and  hinr.  • 
But  nfe'vu  inches  of 'br'tck^^MJoll  between 
you  fu  lately;  and  now  fuch  mowftednsf 
— And  you  think  to  hold  it  ?— May  be 
fo! 

You  fee,  ;f  ou  fay,  that  the  temper  he 
fliewed  in  his  preceding  letter  was  not 
natural  to  him.  And  did  you  before 
think  it  toasf  Wretched  creepers  and 
infinuators!  Yet  when  opportunity 
ierves,  as  infolent  encroachers  I— Thia 
very  Hickman,  I  make  no  doubt,  would 
be  as  faucy  as  your  Lovelace,  if  he 
dared.  He  has  not  half  the  arrogant 
bravery  of  the  other,  and  can  better 
hide  his  hoi-ns;  that*s  all.  But  when-* 
ever  he  has  the  power,  depend  upon  it,  he 
will  butt  at  one  as  valiantly  as  tne  other.* 
If  ever  I  flionld  be  perluaded  to  have 
him,  I  (hall  watch  how  theobfeqoioua 
Ipvcr  goes  off\  and  how  the  imperative 
hu(band  comes  upon  bim\  'in  (hort,  how 
he  ajcendsy  and  how  I  defcend^  in  the 
matrimonial  wheel,  never  to  take  my 
turn  again,  but  by  fits  and  ftarts,  like 
the  feeble  ftruggles  of  a  finking  Hate 
for  it's  dying  liberty. 

AU  good'^naiwred  men  are  fajfionate^ 
iavs  Mr.  Lovelace.  A  pretty  plea  to 
a  beloved  objeft  in  the  plenitude  of  her 
power!  As  much  as  to  fay,  *  Greatly 

<  as  I  value  you.  Madam,  I  will  not 
*  take  pains  to  curb  my  paffiona  to 

<  oblige  you.*— Methinks  1  ihould  be 
glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Hickman  fuch 
a  plea  for  good -nature  as  this. 

Indeed,  we  are  too  apt  to  make  al« 
lowances  for  fuch  tempers  as  earlj  in* 
dulgencc has  made  uncontroulable;  and 
therefore  habitually  eviU  But  if  a 
boifterous  temper,  when  under  Miga* 
titn,  is  to  be  thus  allowed  for,  what» 
when  the  tables  are  turned,  will  it  ex- 

S€t}  You  know  a  huiband,  who,  I 
ncy,  had  fome  of  thefe  eatly  allow 
ances  nsade  for  himi  and  you  (ee  that 
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fleidier  liimfelf  aoir  any -body  elfe  is  the 
bpmer  (or  it. 

Tbe  fttitiog  of  the  tethpers  of  two 
pcrlbns  who  are  to  come  together,  is  A 
great  matter 5  and  yet  th^re  fhould  be 
Soundaries  fixed  between  them,  by  con- 
ieiit  as  it  were,  beyond  which  neither 
Ihould  go:  and  each  ftiould  hold  the 
otherto  it;  or  there  would  probably  be 
encroachments  in  both.  To  ill  u  ft  rate 
mj  afiertion  by  a  very  high,  and  by  a 
moit  manly  (as  fome  would  think  it) 
tlian  womanly  inftance-*If  the  boun- 
daries of  the  d)rce  eftates  that  conftitute 
our  political  union  were  not  known, 
tnd  occafionally  aflerted,  what  would 
become  of  the  prerogatives  and  prif  i- 
leges  of  each?  The  two  branches  of  the 
leeiflaiore  would  encroach  upon  each 
otber;  tnd  the  executive  power  would 
fwallow  up  both. 

Bnt  if  two  peribns  of  difcretion, 
Toullfay,  come  together-— 

Aye,  my  dear,  tnat's  true :  but,  if 
BODe  but  peribns  of  difcretion  were  to 
marry— And  would  it  not  furprisc yott 
if  I  were  to  advance,  that  the  perions 
of  difcrttion  are  generally  fingle?—^uch 
peribns  arc  apt  to  confider  too  much,  to 
lefolve.— Are  not  you  and  I  compli- 
mented as  fuch? — And  would  either  of 
tis  iBsrry I  i f  t  be  fellows ,  and  our  friends^ 
would  let  us  alone  ? 

But  to  the  former  point— Had  I«ve- 
Iscemade  his  adclrefles  to  me,  (unlefs 
indeed  I  had  been  taken  with  a  liking 
fothim  more  than  conditional)  I  would 
Uvefbrhidhim,  upon  the  iirft/4^0M«/« 
iafisDoe  of  his  good-nature,  as  he  calls 
it,  ever  to  fee  me  morej  •  Thou  muft 

*  bear  with  me,  boneft  friend,*  might 
Ibavcfaid,  [had  I  condefcended  to  fay 
any-thing  to  htm]  '  an  hundred  times 
'  more  than  this-— Begone  therefore!-* 
'  I  bear  with  no  pailMOS  that  are  pre- 
'  dominant  to  that  thou  haft  pretended 

*  forme!' 

Bat  to  one  of  your  mild  and  gientle 
tnnper,  it  would  be  all  one,  were  you 
married,  whether  the  man  were  a  Love- 
Itte  or  a  Hickoian  In  his  fptrit,— «Yoa 
SR  fo  obediently  principled,  that  per- 
bsps  you  would  have  told  a  mild  man, 
tbstlie  muft  not  entreat ,  but  command \ 
tad  that  it  was  beneath  him  not  to  ex- 
>ft  from  you  the  obedience  you  had  ib 
fi>temaly  vowed  to  hipA  at  the  altar.— 
Unowof  old,  my  dear,  your  meek  re- 
9rd  to  that  fittle'  piddling  part  of  the 


mirvtage-vow which  (bme  prerogative- 
monger  foifted  into  the  oftee,  to  mak« 
that  a  duty,  which  he  knew  was  not « 
¥igbl. 

Oitr  njt)iif  of  trdimng  up^  you  faf , 
makes  us  n^ed  tkefrcteSitnoftotBra^ot* 
Vtty  true  I  and  how  extremely  brafe 
And  gallant  is  it,  that  this  brave  man 
will  free  us  from  all  infults  but  thofe 
which  will  go  tteareft  to  our  hearts ) 
'that  is  to  fay,  His  own ! 

How  artfully  has  Lovelace,  in  tbe 
abftra^t  you  give  me  of  one  af  his  let- 
ters, caleulatra  to  your  meridian !  Gi^ 
nerouj  fpirits  bate  compul/hnt-^Htit 
certainly  a  deeper  creature  by  much  than 
once  we  thought  him.  He  knows,  as 
you  intimate,  that  bis  own  wtild  prankt 
cannot  be  concealed}  and  fo  owns  joffc 
enough  to  {Palliate  (becaule  it  teaches 
you  riot  to  be  furprised  at)  any  new 
one,  that  may  come  to  your  ears;  and 
then,  truly,  ne  is,  howeven  faulty,  a  • 
mighty  ingenuous  man^  and  by  no  means 
an  hypocrite  t  a  chara£ker  the  moft  odi* 
ous  of  all  others,  to  our/ex^  in  a  lover, 
and  the  lead  to  be  foreiven,  were  it  only 
becaufe,  when  dctcaed,  it  mal^  us 
doubt  the  luftice  of  thofepraifeswhidi 
we  are  willing  to  believe  lie  thought  to 
be  our  due. 

By  means  of  this  fu{>pofed  ingenmtu 
Lovelace  obtains  a  praife,  inftead  of  a 
merited  difprai&i  and,  like  an  abiblved 
confeilionaire,  wipes  off  as  he  goes  along 
one  fcore,  to  begin  another ;  for  an  eye 
favourable  to  him  will  not  fee  his  fauftt 
through  a  magnifying  glafs;  nor  will  a 
woman,  willine  to  bope  tbe  befi^  forbear 
to  impute  to  ill-will  and  prejudice  aU 
that  charity  can  make  fo  imputable. 
And  if  (he  even  give  credit  to  fuch  of 
the  unfavourable  imputations  as  may 
be  too  flagrant  to  be  doubted,  flie  will 
be  very  apt  to  take-in  thtfutur/hope^ 
which  he  inculcates,  and  which  to 
queftion  would  be  to  queftion  her  own 
power,  and  perhaps  merit:  and  thus 
may  a  woman  be  inclined  to  make  a 
Jligbtf  even  Ti/ancied  merit  atouc  for  the 
moft  ^ring  vice. 

I  have  a  reafon,  a  new  one,  for  this 
preachment  upon  a  text  you  have  given 
me.  But,  till  I  am  better  informed,  I 
will  not  explain  myfelf.  If  it  comebut| 
as  I  fhrewdly  fufpe^l  it  will,  the  man, 
0iy  dear,  is  a  dcvilj  and  you  muft  ra- 
ther think  of— I  proteft  1  had  like  to 
hare  faid  Solmes  than  him. 

P  d  a  But 
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.  But  let  i^Ihs  be  en  it  will,  (hall  I  tell 
youy  hot^,  After  all  hi«  offences,  he  aiBj 
.cretp  ia.wiih  you  aguin  ? 

I  will.  Thus  then:  it  is  but  to  claim 
.£or  himielf  ihe^o0^-»tf/«r#^Y^dr«^^rs 
a<i4  thiSf  gx^uited,  will  blot  out  the  fault 
«f  /iu{^l^d«««iifolcnce;  and  ib  he  will 
.bare .nothing  to  do,  but  this  hour  to 
^enftoiti  you  to  infult}  the  next,  to 
bring  you  to  forgive  him,  upon  hrsfub- 
miflion :  the  confequence  rauft  be,  that 
be  will  by  this  tea»ng  break  your  re- 
fentment  all  to  pieces;  and  then,  a  little 
more  of  ihe  infult,  and  alittle  UJJ  of  tbe 
fiibmiflion,  on  his  pnrt,  will  »o  down, 
ti  II  nothins  elfe  but  thejir/  will  be  ften, 
and  not  a  oit  of  the  fe^^ndi  you  will 
^en  be  afraid  to  provoke  fo  offenfive  a 
.^iritj  and  at  lalt  will  be  brought  fo 
.friUifyf,  and  fo  oudiblj^  to  ^yronounce 
the  little  reptile  word  OB£.Y»  that  it  will 
do  one^S;  heart  good  to  hear  you.  The 
Mu/covU€.  wife  then  takes  place  of  tbe 
tMmaged  ntiftrefs.— And  it  you  doubt 
the  progrefiion,  be  pleaied,  my  dear,  to 
take  your  mother's  jud^onentupon  it. 

But  no  more  of  this  juft  now.  .Your 
fituation  is  become  too  critical  to  per- 
mit me  to  dwell  upon  thefe  fort  of  to- 
picks.  A-ud  yet  tnis  is  but  an  t^e&td 
livity  with  mc.  My  heart,  as  I  hai« 
heretofore  (kid,  ift  almcere  fliarer  in  all 
.your  diftre(res.  My  font  (bine  darta  bdt 
through  a  drialy  cloud.  My  rye,  were 
you  to  fee  it,  when  it  iecms  to  yoo  fo 
gltuldeued,  w  you  ment»one<i  in  a  foTi- 
flter,  >$  m&n  than  ready  to  overflow, 
even  at  the  veiy  parages  perhaps  upon 
'which  you  impute  to  inc  the  arthntfs  tA 
ixultatlon,  • 

But  now  the  unheard-of  cruelty  and 
perveri'enefs  of  fome  of  your  friends  | 
{4iilafumt^  I  fhoold  fay— I  am  alwaye 
biundering  thus!]  the  4U  ftrange  de- 
term  tnednelii  of  others }  your  prefeift 
quaiTcl  with  Lovelace ;  and  your  ap- 
prove hing  interview  with  Solmes,  from 
which  you  are  right  to  apprehend  a  great 
ideal  9  are  fuch  conlkierable  ctrcum- 
Hances  in  your  ftory,  that  it  is  fit  they 
fliould  enerofs  all  my  attention. 

You  a£  nie  to  advife  you  how  to  be- 
bave  upon  Solmei's  vifit.  1  ^mnmt  for 
>ny  life.  I  know  they  eXpe£t  agreat  deed 
from  it ;  you  had  not  elie  bad  your  long 
day  complieil  with.  All  I  vnll  fay  is, 
shat  if  Holmes  cannot  be  prevailed  for« 
|iow,  that  Lovelace  has  ib  much  of* 
fended  you,  he  never  will.  When  the 
interview  is  over,  I  doubt  not  but  that 


I ftall  have realbn  to 6yv  ibat  Mym 
did,  that  all  you  faid,  v^t  right,  an4 
cbold  not  be  betters  yet,  ifl  don't  think 
fo,  I  won't  fay  fo;  that  I  promiA:  yoo.  • 

Only  let  me  advile  you  to  pull  up  n 
fpirit,  even  to  your  oncle^  if  there  be 
occafion.  Relent  the  vile  and*fooli& 
treatment  you  meet  with,  in  which  be 
has  taken  fo  large  a  ibare,  and  make 
him  aifaamed  of  it,  if  yoo  can. 

I  know  not,  upon  recolle&ion,  but 
this  interview  may  be  a  good  thing  for 
yon,  however  deiigned.  For  wbea 
Solmes  fees  (if  that  be  to  be  fo)  that  it 
if  io^poflfible  he  flionld  fucceed  viritfa 
yoo4  and  your  relations  fee  it  too^  the 
one  mnft,  I  think,  recede,  and  tbe  other 
come  to  terms  with  you,  upon  fifiVrs, 
thatitismyopinion,wiUgohardenough 
with  you  to  comply  w;th|  when  xhtJIUl 
harder  are  dirpenfed  with. 

There  are  Several  paffagct  in  yovr  laft 
letters,  as  well  as  in  your  former ,wbicb 
authorize  me  to  fay  this.  But  it  would 
be  unfea(bnable  to  touch  this  fubie& 
further  juft  now. 

But,  upon  the  whole,  I  have  no  pa- 
tience to  lee  you  thus  made  tbe  fport  of 
your  brother's  and  fifter's  cruelty :  fbr 
what,  after  fi  WMth  fteadlnefi  on  yo»r 
2»art,  in  Jo  many  triolst  can  be  their 
hope  ?  Except  indeed  it  be  to  drii/eyme 
to  extremity  y  and  to  ruin  you  in  the  pfi^ 
mon  ffyour  unehs,  as  iveii  as  father, 

I  urge  you  by  all  means  to  fend  otCC 
of  their  reach  all  the  letters  and  paf^-^ 
you  would  not  have  them  fte.  Me- 
thinks,  I  would  wifli  you  to  depofir 
lifcewife  a  parcel  of  cloeths,  linen,  moA 
the  like,  tefore  your  interview  with 
Solmer;  left  you  flionld  not  have  an  op«- 
portuntty  for  it  afterwards.  Kobin  flkatl 
fetch  it  away  on  the  firft  orders,  by  day 
or  by  night. 

I  am  in  hopes  to  procure  from  my 
mother,  if  things  come  to  extremity, 
leave  for  you  toT)e  privately  with  us.  • 
'  I  willeondltion  to  be  good-humoured, 
and  even  kind,  to  HER  favourite,  if  Ihc 
will  fliew  me  an  indulgence  that  fliali 
make  roe  ferviceable  to  minb. 

This  alternative  has  been  a  goo4 
vibfie  in  mv  head.  But  as  your  fooUAi 
UnelcJias  to  ftrangely  attached  my  dk»« 
ther  to  ftiefr  Views,  I  cannot  promife  that 
I  fM\  iucceed  as  I  wi(b. 

Do  lK>t  abfol^tely  dcfpair,  bovpcv^er. 
What  thougbthe  contention  will  belww 
tween  nnomoH  Mhl  nAtomem  f  I  faacy  •! 
Iball  be  able  to  miiiagt  it,  by  the  help 
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t^A^kakfomdiffrfiwrtma.    Your   ny  faolc.  What 
fMinl  widi  Lovelace,  if  it  continoc^ 


til 

tftdl  be  afraid 


win  ftreogcken  my  hattda.  And  the 
ofcra  foo  made  in  your  asfwcr  to  jrovr 
uncle  Harlowe  a  Iccicr  oi  Ssnday  night 
lift,  iv/r  Jwtil  9pm^  muft  add  force  to 
By  picas. 

I  depend  «pon  yourforgivenefs  of  a]l 
the  pcrhapa  ualeafonable  flippancies  of 
yonr  naciiraUy  too  itvcly,  yei  moft  fin* 
cotiy  fynpatlKiaing, 

AmmaHowx. 


LETTER    XXIV. 

KISSCLAILISSA  HA-ltLOWIj  TO  MISS 
BOWl* 

raiDATy  M ABCn  31. 

You  hatre  very  kindly  accounted 
for  yoor  filence.  People  in  mis- 
Wartime  are  always  in  dodn.  They  arc 
teo  apt  to  turn  even  ana»oi&iabk  acci- 
denta  into  flights  and  negleds  \  efpe* 
dally  in  thofe  whofe  favourable  opinion 
tbey  trifli  to  prelerre* 

I  an  fore  I  ought  evermore  to  exempt 
ny  Anna  Howe  from  the  foppofed  pof- 
fibility  of  her  becoming  one  of  tnoie 
who  baAc  only  ib  the  funfliine  of  a 
firiend:  but,  ocTcrthelefs,  her  fiiend' 
flupia  X0O1  precioua  to  me,  not  to  doubt 
roy  own  merits  on  the  one  hand*  and 
net  to  be  anxious  for  the  prelervation 
of  k,  on  the  other. 

Vott  ib  geoerovfly  give  me  liberty  to 
chide  yooy  that  I  am  afraid  ai  taking 
tf,  bccaufe  1  could  fooner  mtftruft  my 
rwn  jttdf^ept,  than  that  cf  a  beloved 
fiicnd^whofei'^nuoufneisin  acknow- 
kd^ng  an  wtputed  etvor  feems  to  fet 
hat  above  the  ccmimiffion  of  a  nvilful 
one.  This  makes  me  half-afraid  to  a(k 
you,  if  you  think  yon  are  not  too  cruel, 
^90Mmgaur9us  (hall  I  (ay?  in  yourbcr 
havioor  to  a  man  who  loves  you  Co 
dearly,  and  is  fb  wwthy  and  So  fincere 
amsB? 

Only  it  ia  1^  TOV,  or  I  fliould  be 
afturoed  to  beoutdone  in  that  true  ma^- 
nrntAtft  which 'Viak^  one  thankhll 
lor  tJbe  woondk  given  by  a  true  friend. 
I  believe  I  was. guilty  of  a  oetulance, 
aiUcli  nothing  but  my  oneaiy  iituation 
can  cscuie;  iiibat  can.  I  am  almot 
tfnddta  be^  of  you,  and  yet  I  repeat- 
Afdt^  to  ^e  way  to-tiiat  charming 
l^j^  whenever  it  aifta  to  your  pen, 
vfaicb  finiles^  yet  goes  to  the  quick  fif 


nv  fault.  What  patient  fliul  be  afraid 
of  a  prube  in  fi>  delicate  a  hand?-*-1  (ay» 
i  am  ahnoft  afraid  to  pray  you  to  give 
way  to  it,  for  fear  you  ihonidf  for  that 
very  reafoa,  reft  rain  it.  For  the  edge 
may  be  taken  off,  if  it  does  not  make 
the  fuhjefl  of  it's  railleiy  wince  a  little. 
Pirmiitid  or  defired  fat  ire  may  be  apt, 
in  a  generous  fatiri^,  mending  as  it 
raillies,  to  turn  too  foon  into  pane- 
gyrick.  Yours  is  intended  to  inftruAi 
and  though  it  bites,  it  pleafes  at  the 
fame  time:  no  fear  of  a  wound's  wrank* 
ling  or  feftering  by  To  delicate  a  point 
as  you  carry4  not  envenomed  by  psr^ 
finAlitji  not  intending  fo  expofe,  orri* 
dicule,  or  exafpei-ate.  The  moft  ad* 
miiCil  of  our  modcj-ns  kno^w  nothing 
of  this  art  I  why  ?  Becaufe  it  muft  be 
founded  in  good-nature,  and  dire^ed 
by  a  right  heart.  The  man%  not  the 
fault  J  is  generally  the  fubjeA  of  tbAr 
iatire:  and  were  it  to  be  jmA^  how 
IboulJ  it  be  ufeful\  how  ihould  it  aa* 
fwer  any  good  purpoiej  when  evenrgalh 
(fur  their  weapon  is  a  broad -fwdrd« 
not  a  lancet)  lets  in  the  air  of  publick 
ridicule,  and  exafperates  where  itihoulil 
heal  ?  Spare  me  not  therefore  becaufe  I 
am  your  friend.  For  that  very  reafott 
fpare  me  not.  I  may  feel  your  edge» 
6ne  as  it  is.  I  nuy  be  pained:  ycNi 
would  lofe  your  end  if  I  were  not;  but 
after  the  firft  ienfibility,  (as  I  have  (aid 
more  than  once  before)  t  will  loveymi 
Ihe  better,  and  my  amended  beait  nail 
be  all  yours {  and  it  will  then  be  aioia 
worthy  to  be  yours. 

You  have  uught  me  what  to  fiiy  tos 
and  what  to  think  of,  Mr.  Lovelace. 
You  have,  by  a|^able  anticipatioii^ 
let  me  know  how  it  is  probable  ne  will 
apply  to  roe  to  be  excufed.  I  will  lay 
every  •  thi  ng  before  you  that  (hall  pafaoa 
the  occaiion,  if  he  do  apply,  that  I  maf  * 
take  your  advice,  when  it  can  come  in 
time;  and  when  it  cannot,  that  I  ma/ 
receive  yourcorre£kion,  or  approbation^ 
as  I  may  happen  to  aierit  eitner.««^nlf 
one  thing  muft  be  allowed  for  me;  that 
whatever  courfe  I  ihall  htfirmitt$dm 
ht  forced  to  Sxtx,  I  moft  be  confidered 
as  a  pel  Ton  out  of  her  owh  direftio*. 
Toft  to  and  fro  by  the  high  winds  af 
paiTionate  controul,  ^and,  as  I  thioi^ 
unfeafonable  leverity)  I  behold  the  dc«- 
fired  port,  thtJingU flatty  into  whicbj 
would  fain  ftoer;  but  am  kept  off  h^ 
the  foaming  billows  of  a  brothcr^s  and 
iiftei*s  envy,  and.  by  the  ragjng  nanda 
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•f  a  fufypioied  invaded  authoiityi  while 
I  ice  in  Lovelace,  the  rocka  on  one 
handy  and  in  Solmes,  the  fandt  on  the 
Mher;  and  tremble,  left  1  fliould  fpiit 
vpon  the  former,  or  ftrike  upon  the 
btter. 

•  But  yon,  my  better  pilot,  to  what  a 
charming  hope  do  you  bid  me  afpire,  if 
things  come  lo  extremity!— I  will  not, 
as  you  caution  me,  too  much  depend 
upon  your  fucceft  with  your  mother  in 
my  favour^  for  well  I  know  her  high 
notions  of  implicit  doty  in  a  child t 
but  yet  I  will  hope  too;  becaufe  her  Tea- 
Ibnable  prote6iion  may  fave  me  pcrhapa 
from  a  greater  raflinefs.  AnJ  in  thia 
cafe,  the  (hall  dire6^  me  in  all  my  ways{ 
1  will  do  nothing  hut  by  her  orders,  and 
by  her  advice  and  youra;  not  fee  any- 
body; not  write  to  any>body;  nor  (hall 
auiy  living  iouL,  but  by  her  dire6^ion 
and  yours,  know  where  I  am.  In  any 
cotta^  plice  me,  I  will  never  ftir  out, 
vnlels,  difguifed  ai  your  fervant,  I  am 
now- and -then  permitted  an  evening 
walk  with  you{  and  this  private  pro- 
ted  ion  to  be  granted  for  no  longer  time 
than  till  my  coufm  Morden  comesj 
which,  as  I  hope,  cannot  be  long. 

I  am  afraid  1  uiud  not  venture  to  take 
the  bint  you  give  me,  iodcpoHt  fome  of 
j»y  cloaths)  although  I  will  fome  of  my 
linen,  as  well  as  papers.  . 
.  I  will  tell  you  why— Bet ly  had  for 
Ibme  time  been  very  curious  about  my 
wardrobe,  whenever  I  took  out  any  of 
■ay  tbinga  before  her. 

Obferving  this,  I  once,  on  taking 
•ne  of  my  garden-airings,  left  my  keys 
in  the  locks ^  and  on  my  return  fur- 
l^ixed  the  creature  with  her  hand  upon 
the  keys,  as  if  (hutting  the  door. 

She  was  confounded  at  my  fudden 
coming  back.  I  took  no  notice:  but, 
on  her  retiring,  I  found  my  doatha 
were  not  in  the  ufual  order. 

I  doubted  not,  upon  this,  that  her 
curiofity  was  owing  to  the  orders  iiie 
bad  received}  and  being  afraid  they 
would  abridge  me  of  my  airings,  if 
their  fufpicions  were  not  obviated,  it 
bas  ever  iince  been  my  cuftom  (among 
•ther  contrivances)  not  only  to  leave 
my  ^eys  in  the  locks  $  but  to  employ 
the  wench  now-and-tbea  in  taking  out 
any  doatht,  fuit  by  fuit,  on  pretence 
ot  preventing  their  being  rumpled  or 
treafed,  and  to  fee  that  the  flowered 
filver  fuit  did  not  urnifli;  fometimes 
4wktt«dly  to  give  myfelf  employment. 


fatving  little  eUe  to  dot  with-,  which 
cmploymeot  (fuperaddttd  to  thedeU^ht 
taken  by  the  low  as  well  as  by  the  hijph 
of  our  fex  in  feeing  fine  cloatbs)  £e 
feemed  always,  I  thought,  as  well 
pleafed  as  if  it  anfwertd  one  of  the  of* 
ficts  flie  had  in  charge. 

To  this,  and  to  toe  confidesce  tbej 
have  in  a  fpy  (o  diligent,  and  to  their 
knowing,  that  I  have  not  one  confi- 
dante in  a  family  in  which  nev^rthclcfs 
I  believe  every  fervant  loves  mc  j  nor 
have  attempted  to  make  one;  I  Aippo(e, 
I  owe  the  freedom  I  enjoy  of  my  air- 
ings: and  perhaps  (fiadjng  I  make  do 
movements  towards  going  away)  they 
are  the  more  fecure,  that  I  Ihall  at  laft 
be  prevailed  upon  to  comply  with  their 
meaiunrs.  Since  they  muftth ink,  thut» 
otherwife,  they  give  me  provocation 
enough  to  take  fome  rafli  ftep  in  onler<to 
free  myfelf  from  a  tieatmeac  ib  dif- 
^raceful;  and  which  [God  forgive  me, 
if  I  judge  amiis!]  /  am  afraid  m^ 
brother  andfifier  nuould  ttoi  he  forty  iw 
drive  mi  to  take*, 

If  therefore  fuch  a  ftep  flioold  be- 
come neceifary,  (which  I  yet  hope  will 
not)  I  muft  be  contented  to  go  away 
with  the  cloatbs  I  (ball  have  on  at  the 
time.  My  cuftom  to  bedreiledfartbe 
day,  as  foon  as  breakfaft  is  over,  wbea 
I  have  had  no  houihold  employmcatt 
to  prevent  me,  will  make  fuch  a  ftep  - 
(if  I  am  forced  to  fake  it)  left  fa- 
fpefled.  And  the  linen  I  fhall  dcpofit, 
in  purfuanceof  your  kind  hint,  cannot 
beroiiTedt 

This  cuftom,  although  a  priioner 
(as  I  may  too  truly  fay)  and  neither 
viiited  nor  viiitiag,  I  continue.  'V^c 
owe  to  ourfelves,  and  to  our  fex^  yav 
know,  to  be  always  neat;  and  never  t» 
be  furprixed  in  a  way  we  Ihould  be 
pained  to  be  feen  in. 

Befides,  people  in  adveriiry  (which 
is  the  ftate  of  trial  of  every  good  qua- 
liiv)  (hould  endeavour  to  prefervelau-. 
daole  cuftoms,  that,  if  iiin/bine  re^ 
turn)  they  may  not  be  loiers  by  their 
trial. 

Does  it  Aot,  moreover,  manifeft  a 
firmnefs  of  mind»  in  an  unhappy  ^ict'^ 
fon»  to  keep  hope  alive  >  To  o^  for 
better  days,  is  half  to  deftrue  theoi  s 
for  could  we  have  juft  ground  forfuck 
a  Itape,  if  w^  did  not  reiblveto  deftrvs 
what  that  hope  bids  us  afptre  to?-^ 
Then  who  (hall  befriend  a  perfon  ivfao 
forfakeshafelf}     • 

tbeic 
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Tltefe  are  relcftiont  by  which  I 
fiMKtiakes  eadcavour  to  fupporc  my- 

\  I  know  yon  don^t  defpife  my  gravi 
<  i&ri,  altlioagh  (with  a  view  no  doubt 
I  to  imdiatc  my  miod  in  my  mitfbr- 
Qmes)  you  railly  mc  upon  them. 
[  Every  body  baft  not  ^our  talent  of  in- 
'  troducing  wrioo s  and  important  leflune^ 
;  in  foch  a  happy  manner  at  at  once  to 
;  dtlighi  and  intlrud. 

What  a  multitude  of  contrivances 

I  vaj  not  young  people  fall  upon,  if  the 

I  mind  be  not  ennged  by  afts  of  kind- 

Dcft  and  condekeniion  t  I  am  not  ufed 

bj  my  friends  of  late  as  I  always  ufed 

their  fervants. 

When  I  waa  entrufted  with  the  fa- 
Biily-management,  I  always  found  it 
right*  aa  well  in  policy  as  generofity, 
to  lepofe  a  troft  in  them.  Not  to  Cetm 
Cp  cMftSt  €€  depend  upon  judice  from 
theniy  ia  in  a  manner  to  bid  them  take 
oppoftvaities,  whencYer  they  offer,  to 
bciaojuil* 

Mr.  Solmes  (to  expatiates  linle  on 
this  low,  but  not  onuli!ful  fubjc£l)  in 
his  anore  trifling  folicitudes,  would 
hare  bad  a  forry  key- keeper  in  me. 
Were  I  miftrefs  of  a  family,  I  would 
Bol  cither  take  to  myielf,  or  give  to 
fenraota,  tbe  pain  of  keepiaff  tbofe  I 
i^ad  xeafon  to  fufpe^l.  People  low  in 
tadoa  have  often  minds  not  ibrdid.' 
Nsy,  I  have  (bmetimes  thought »  that 
(even  take  number  for  number)  there 
aie  more  bame/f  Uw  feofie,  than  banefi 
!  %6.  In  tbe  one,  honefty  is  their  chief 
pnde.  In  the  otber,  the  love  of  now- 
er,  of  grandeur,  of  |»leafure,  miflead| 
aad  that  and  theirambition  induce  a  pa- 
taiadant  pride,  which  too  often  fwal- 
Ibws  up  tbe  more  laudable  one. 

Many  of  the  former  would  feom  to 
deceive  a  confidence.  But  I  have  feen, 
amoo^the  moft  ignorant  of  their  clafs, 
a  CaiceptibiHty  of  refentment,  if  their 
boaefty  haa  been  MptSitd  i  and  have 
■ofe  than  once  been  forced  to  put  a 
finuat  r^bt,  whom  I  have  heard  fay, 
Tbtt,  although  ihe  valued  herfelf  up- 
an  her  imiejh,  no  mafter  or  mlftrefs 
fcauM  (ofyd&.  her  for  nothing. 

flow  far  has  tbe  companion  I  had  in 
■f  Ikead,  between  my  ftiends  treat- 
oCmt,  and  ray  treatment  of  their 
carried  me  1— But  weal  waya 
ourftlves  to' expatiate  on  fnch 
t  whether  low   or  high,    at 
tead  to  tnlarg^  our  oiiadii  or 


mend  our  management,  whether  no.* 
tional  or  pra^lical,  and  whether  fiich 
expatiating  refptftcd  our  prefent,  or 
might  refpeft  our  probable  future  fitua- 
tions. 

What  I  was  principally  leading  to» 
was  to  tell  you,  now  ingenious  I  am  i« 
my  contrivances  and  pretences  to  blind 
my  gaolcrcfs,  and  to  take  off  the  jca- 
louiy  of  her  principals  on  my  going 
down  fo often  into  the  ^rden  and  poul- 
try-yard. People  fufpicioully  treated 
are  never  I  believe  at  a  lofs  for  inven- 
tion. Sometimes  I  want  air,  and  am 
better  the  moment  I  am  out  of  my 
chamber-^Sometimes^<r;7/;  and  them 
my  bantams  and  pheafants  or  the  caf- 
cade  divert  me;  the  former,  by  their 
infpiriting  livdinefsj  the  latter,  more 
folcmnlv,  by  tt*s  itchoing  daAiiogs, 
and  hollow  munnurs.— Sometimes  fo- 
Htiideis  of  ail  things  my  wi(b;  and  the 
awful  filence  of  the  night,  theipangled 
element,  and  theriftng  andfettinglun, 
how  promotive  of  contemplation!— 
Sometimes,  when  I  intend  nothing, 
and  expe£l  not  letters,  I  a^n  officious  to 
take  Betty  with  me;  antf  at  others,  be- 
foeak  her  attendance,  when  I  know 
ine  is  otherwife  etnployed,  and  cannot 
give  it  me. 

Thefe  more  capital  artifices  I  brandi 
out  into  leiTer  ones,  without  number. 
Yet  aii  have  not  only  the  face  of  troth, 
but  are  real  truth;  although  not  mr 
nrincipal  motive.  How  prompt  a  thing 
IS  wi///— What  impediments  does  di/- 
like  furniih  !•— How  fwiftly,  throueh 
every  difficulty,  do  we  move  with  the 
one!— How  tardily  with  the  other!— • 
Every  trifling  obftruftion  weighing  ua 
down,  as  if  lead  were  faftened  to  our 
feet! 

rainAT  Moaivifio,  sLKvaw  oVlocx. 

I  HavH  already  made  up  my  pared 
of  linen.  My  heart  ached  all  the  time 
I  was  employed  about  it;  and  ftitl 
aches,  at  tne  thoughts  of  it's  being  a 
neceflary  precaution. 

When  tne  parcel  comes  to  your  hands, 
as  I  hope  it  fafely  will,  you  will  be 
plealed  to  open  it.  You  will  find  iu 
It  two  parcels  iealed  up ;  one  of  whic% 
contains  the  letters  you  na  venot  yet  feen» 
being  thofe  written  fince  I  left  vou  i 
in  the  other  are  all  the  letters  and  co. 
pies  of  letters  that  have  pafied  betweeu 
you  and  me  fince  I  was  laft  with  you  i 
with  (bme  other  papers  ou  fubfeas  (» 

much 
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mttch  above  me,  that  I  cannot  miik 
them  to  be  feen  by  any-body  wlioie  in- 
dulgence I  am  not  fo  fare  of,  as  I  am 
of  .yours.  If  my  judgment  ripen  with 
my  years,  perhaps  I  may  review  them. 

Mrs.  Norton  ufed  to  fay,  from  her 
reverend  father,  that  youth  was  the 
time  of  life  for  imMgiMoiion  and  fancj^ 
to  work  in :  then,  were  a  writer  to  lay 
by  his  works  till  rijberyedrs  and  fxpi^ 
rteiug  (hould  direa  the  fire  rather  tp 
gh*w^  than  Kofiamt  out\  fomething  be- 
tween both  might  perhaps  be  produced 
that  would  not  oifpleafe  a  judicious 
eye. 

In  a  third  diviiion,  folded  up  fepa- 
rately,  are  all  Mr.  Lovelace's  letters 
written  to  me  (ince  he  was  forbidden 
this  houie,  and  copies  of  my  anfwers 
to  them.  I  expert  hat  you  will  break 
the  feals  of  this  parcel,  and  when  you 
have  pern  fed  them  all,  give  me  your 
free  opinion  of  my  condu^. 

By  the  way,  not  a  line  from  that 
man!— >Not  om  line !— Wednefday  I 
depofited  mine.  It  remained  there  on 
Wednelday  night.  What  time  it  was 
taken  away  yelterday  I  cannot  tell :  for 
X  did  not  concern  myf<lf  about  it  till 
towards  night;  and  then  it  was  not 
there.  No  return  at  ten  this  day.  I 
ibppoie  he  is  as  much  out  of  humour^ 
at  I.— With  all  my  heait  I 

He  may  be  mean  enough  perhaps  >^ 
ever  I  ibould  put  it  into  nis/oax;^,  to 
avenge  himicif  for  the  trouble  he  has 
bad  with  me.*— But  that  now,  1  dare 
fay,  I  never  (hall. 

i  feewhatafortof  a  man  the  encroach- 
rr  is.  And  I  hope  we  are  ec^ually  iick 
of  on«  another.— My  heart  is  vexedjt 
ca/Vf  if  I  may  fo  dcKribe  it.'-^Ftxedy 
— becaufe  of  the  apprehended  interview 
with  Solmes,  and  the  confequences  it 
may  be  attended  with:  or  elfe  I  ihould 
be  quiU  tafy)  for  why  ?  I  have  not  «^/- 
/gr<ufdxht  ufage  I  receive:  and  could  I 
be  rid  of  So^es,  as  I  prefume  I  am  of 
{.ovelace,  thiir  influence  over  mv  fa- 
ther, mother,  and  uncles,  againft  me, 
laould  not  bold. 

•  The  five  guineas  tied  up  m  one  cor* 
per  of  a  handkerchief  under  the  lineni 
I  beg  you  will  let  pafs  at  an  acknow* 
^dgmwt  Cor  the  troublcl  give  ypur 
trulW  fervant.  You  muft  not  chide 
me  «Mr  this.  You  know  I  cannot  be 
(Mfy  unlefs  I  have  my  way  in  thefe  lit* 
tie  matters. 

"i  was  going  to  put  up  what  llttlemo- 


ney  I  have,  and  foine  of  ay  ornamMis' 

but  they  .^re  portable,  and  I  cannot 
forget  them.  Befides,  iboold  they 
(fuf^eftlng  me)  deHre  to  lee  any  of 
the  jewels,  and  were  I  not  able  to  pro- 
duce  them,  it  would  amount  to  a  de. 
moniUation  of  an  intention  which  would 
have  a  guilty  appearance  to  tbem. 

raxoAVyOMxo^cLocK,  IN  TUB  wooa 

House. 

No  letter  yet  from  this*man !  I  have 
luckilv  deposited  my  j)arce],  and  hare 
your  letter  of  laft  night.  If  Robert 
take  this  without  the  parcel,  pray  let 
him  return  immediately  for  it.  But  he 
cannot  mifs  it,  I  thinks  and  muft  con- 
elude  that  it  is  put  there  for  him  to 
take  away.  You  may  believe,  from 
the  contents  of  yours,  that.I  (hall  im- 
mediately wiitt  again. 

Clarisba  Harlowe. 


LETTER    XXV. 

MISS  ROWE,   TO  MISS    CLARISSA 
HARLOWE. 

TRVStDAT  NIGHT,   ITAaCS    JO. 

THE  fruits  of  my  eaquiry  after 
your  abominable  wretch's  bcba- 
vioiir  and  bafenefs  at  the  paltry  a)e- 
boufe,  which  he  calls  an  inn,  prepare 
to  hear. 

Wrens  and  fparrowi  are  not  too  ic* 
noble  a  quarry  for  this  villainoua  gSu 
hawk !— His  aiTiduities^  his  watchingti 
his  nightly  rifques ;  the  iodeaseot  wem« 
ther  he  jourucys  in  {  muft  oot  be  ait 
placed  to  jour  accounV  He  ba«  op- 
portuni  lies  of  making  eveiy- thtD||r  11^1 
to  him  of  that  fort*  A  fweet  ptvtt) 
girl.  I  am  told-— Innocent  till  Ke  wc^ 
thither— Now  I  (Ahl  poor  girl!)  whfl 
knows  what? 

But  juft  turned  of  feventeen  t— -Bii 
friend  and  brother  rake,  (a  man  d 
humour  and  intrigue)  as  I  am  told,  u 
dure  the  ibcial  boule  with.  And  fomp 
times  another  di%uifed  rake  or  «wa 
No  (brrow  comes  near  their  hc«rta«  ^ 
pot  difturbed,  my  dear,  at  hia  b^at^ 
mjfui  4ii*  pretty  Betiey,  hia  ruicb«4 
as  the  vile  wretch  calls  her,  ,gui  ktm 
all  be  fays. 

He,  is  very  food  of  her.  TWy  ^ 
/he  is  innocent  even  yet— Her  fntWii 
her  grandmotheri  beUev«  her  U»  b»  1) 
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Rift  f9  tt>  foHtine  her  ouf  to  a  young  lo- 
▼w!— Ahl  the  poor  yotiftg' loVerl— 
Ah f  thepoor  (hnple  girl ! 

Mt»  HKkfmn  eel  I  s  me,  (hat  he  hetrd 
utown,  that  he  o fed  to  be  often  at 
plavSy  and  at  the  opera,  with  women; 
aaa  crety  time  with  a  different  one-*> 
Ah  ?  my  fweet  friend  '—But  I  hope  he 
is-  nothing  ro  you»  if  all  thit  were 
troth — Bot  thit  inrellipnce,  in  rela- 
tion to  chit  poor  girl»  will  do  hit  bufi- 
ncis,  if  you  had  bees  ever  fo  good 
friendt  before. 

A  vile  wretch  !  Cannot  ftlch  purity 
in  pnrfuit,  in  view,  reftrain  h'ffl  t  But 
I  leave  him  to  you !— There  can  be  no 
hope  of  him.  More  of  a  fool,  than 
of  fnch  a  man.  Yet  I  wifli  I  may  be 
able  to  fnatch  the  poor  young  creature 
out  of  bis  rillainous  paws.  I  have 
hid  a  fcbeme  to  do  fo-,  if  indtid  flie  be 
httbcrto  innocent  and  heart-free. 

He  appears  to  the  people  at  a  mili- 
taij  man,  in  difguiCs,  iecreting  him- 
(en  on  aiccount  of  a  duel  fought  in 
town;  the  adverfary*t  life  in  fuipenfe, 
Tbey  bdieve  he  it  a  ereat  man.  Hit 
friend  paflct  for  an  inferior  officer  $  up- 
on a  foot  of  freedom  with  him.  He, 
xcoomanied  by  a  third  man,  who  it  a 
fort  of  fubordinate  companion  to  the 
Acolid.  The  Wretch  himfelf  with  but 
o0e  wf  vant. 

O  my  dear!  How  pleafantly  can 
tbefe  deviity  at  I  rooft  call  tnem,  naft 
their  ttne,  while  our  gentle  boiomt 
heave  with  pity  for  their  fuppoled  fuf- 
faiairt  for  usf 

^       ♦    • 

T  B AVE  fent  for  thit  girl  and  her  fa- 
dier;  and  am  juft  now  mformed,  that 
llialJ  fee  them.  I  will  fift  them  tho- 
iBi^y.  I  ihall  ibon  find  out  fuch  a 
Inple  thing  at  thit,  if  he  hat  not  cor- 
npted  her  already— And  if  he  hat»  I 
ftaU  ibon  find  that  out  too.—- If  more 
art  than  nature  appears  dther  iq  her  or 
ler  £Mlier,  I  (h^ll  give  them  both  up— 
Bw  depend  tipon  it,  the  gtrPt  undone* 

He  is  iaid  to  be  fond  of  her.    He 

tses  her  at  the  upper-end  of  hit  table. 
(eu  her  a-prattfing.^He^eeept  his 
fticBd  at  a  diftance  ffom  her.  She 
|Eites  away.  He  adihiret  for  nature 
ill  ibe  fayt.  Once  w^t  heard  to  call 
:  '  icr  *  Charming  little  creaturet*  An  hun- 
I  fad  has  be  called  fo  no  doubt.  He 
fha  her  upon  finging.  He  pratfet  her 
*''  «ild  ]iate.««-0|  my  Sar,  the  girl*!  nn- 
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donef-^muft  be  undotset<«-'The  muni 
you  know,  it  Lovilack. 

Let  them  bring  Wyerley  to  you,  if 
thevwill  have  you  marritd-^Any-bo- 
dy  but  Solmet  and  Lovelace  be  yourt! 
-«-So  adrtlet  ^Mtr 

AMraHowb. 

My  drareft  friend,  eonfider thit  air « 
houfe  at  hit  garrifon;  him  at  an 
enemy:  hit  brother-raket  at  his 
aflfiftantt  and  abettort.  Would 
not  your  brother,  would  not  your 
tincles,  tremble,  if  thev  knew 
hovr  near  them  he  it,  at  ttiey  pafs  . 
to  and  fro?<— I  am  told,  he  it  re- 
folved  you  (halt  not  be  carried  to 
your  uncle  Antony*t.— •What  can 
you  do,  nvitb  or  witSwt  fuch  an 
enterprising—  Fill  op  the 

blank  I  leave.-^I  caonot  find  a 
word  bad  enough. 


LETTER    XXVL 

MISS  CLARISSA  HAKLOW£>TO  MISt 
KOWI. 

Vait»AV,  THBtft  o'ctOCK* 

YOU  incenfe,  alarm,  and  terrify 
me,  at  the  fame  time— Haften^ 
my  deareft  friend,  haften  to  me,  what 
further  intellipnce  you  can  gather 
about  thit  vileft  of  men. 

But  never  talk  of  innocencci  of  fim-* 
olicity,  and  thit  unhappy  eirl,  together! 
Muft  file  not  know,  tMt  fuch  a  man  as 
thiit,  di^ified  in  hit  very  afpeft ;  and 
no  difguife  able  to  conceal  hit  being  of 
condition j  muft  mean  too  much,  when 
he  placet  her  at  the  upper-end  of  his 
table,  and  callt  'her  by  fuch  tender 
namet?  Would  a  girl,  roodeft  at  fim- 
ple,  above  ieventcen,  be  fct  a  finging 
at  the  pleaTure  of  fuch  a  man  as  that  ? 
A  ftranser,  and  profefledly  in  dtTguifc;! 
•—Would  her  father  and  grandmother, 
if  honeft  people,  and  careful  of -their 
fimple  gin,  permit  fuch  freedomt^ 

Kfep  bis  Jriettd  at  diflanafrom  her  ! 
—To  be  fure  his  dijigm  are  villatnout* 
if  they  have  not  been  aU^ady  effected. 

Wsrn>  niy  dear,  if  not  too  laie,  the 
unthinking  father,  of  hit  chilJ*t  Hun- 
ger. There  cannot  be  a  father  in  tbt^ 
world,  who  would  fell  hit  child's  vir* 
tue.    No  mother !— *The  poor  thin^  I 

I  long  to  hear  the  rcTult  of  vour  in- 
£  t  tclligeace. 


telligcnce.  Yoa  flufll /!v  the  fimple  crea- 
ture, you  tell  me.— Let  me  knowwhaX 
fb>rt  oif  a  girl  (he  U«— <  A  fiutiipreth 
•  jfir//'  you  fay.  Afuutt  pretty  |^ir/, 
my  dear  !«*  They  are  fweet  pretty, 
words  from  your  pen*  But  wt  they 
yours  or  iit  of  her  ?— If  (he  be  fo  fimple, 
if  flie  have  eafe  and  nature  in  her  man- 
ner,  in  her  fpeech»  and  warbles  pret- 
tily her  luiU  notes,  why*  fuch  a 
girl  as  that  mu ft  engage  fuch  a  profli- 
gate wretch,  (as  now  indeed  I  doubt 
this  man  is)  accuftomed,  perhaps,  to 
town  women,  and  their  confident  ways 
---Moft  ti^eph  and  for  a  losig  fsisfos^  en- 
gage him :.  iince  perhaps  when  her  in. 
noccnce  is  departed,  flie  will  endeavour 

Sart  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  the  natural 
ai-ms  whicq  now  engage  him. 

Fine  hopes  of  fuch  a  wretches  refor- 
maition !  I  would  nott  my  dear»  for  the 
world  have  any- thing  to  iay— -But  I 
need  not  make  refolutions.  I  have  not 
opened,  nor  will  I  open,  his  letter.-^A 
fycophantsreaCurel*- With  hit  hoarfe- 
neftes— >^  perhaps  by  a  midnight  re- 
^U  finding  to  bis  wild-note  AngCTy 
and  only  encreafed  in  the  eoppicel 

To  be  already  on  a  foot !— In  bis 
dkecvH  I  mean:  fu*  mvfelf*  I  defpife 
him.  I  hate  myfelf  almoft  for  wri^ 
ipg  fo  much  about  hitm,  and  of  fuch  a 
ivnpletQn  as  this  fwtit  prettj  girl^% 
you  call  her :  but  no  one  can  be  either 
fweet  or  pretty,  that  is  not  nodeft^ 
th«t  is  not  v»raious. 
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And  now,  my degr»  I mil%Afomw 
how  I  C9pae  to  put  you  upon  tbia  co* 

quiry. 

This  vile  J^epb  Lsmms  ha^  gi^«|i  » 
hint  to  Betty,  and  fbe  to  fi^».  aa  if 
Lovelace  would  be  fbynd  out  to  be  a 
very  bad  man»  at  a  place  where  hm  ba^i 
been  lately  feen  in  difguiiep  h%t  1^ 
wot4d  fee  fuither,  he  laid,  befof^  hp 
told  her  more^  aiid  Ihe  proiniibd  ySr* 
<rej[y,  in  hope  to  g^t  at  further  iuuitir 
gencem  I  thpnght  it  could  be  noharaifl 
-  to  get  you  to  inform  yourielf,  aad  a^^. 
of  what  could  be  gathered*.  P^sA 
noyir  I  fee,  his  enemies  arc  but  top  well 
^rarranted  in  tbeir reports  of  him:  and, 
if  the  ruin  of  this  poor  young  creature 
be  his  aim,  and  it  he  had  not  known 
her  but  fior  hi«  viilu  to  Harlowe  Place* 
I  (hall  have  reafon  to  be  doubly  coa« 
cpiied  for  herj  and  doubly  infffUjIM., 
againft  fb  vile  a  man. 

I  think  I  hate  him  worie  than  I  do 
$olmes  him  (elf. 

Yml  I  will  apt  add  one  other  .wof^d 
about  him}  after  I  have  told  yo«,  .iImK 
t  wi(h  to  know,  at  foon  as  p^AUe, 
what  further  occort  from  vofur  en-* 
ouiry.  I  have  a  letter  from  hiiii]  but 
l^aV  not  open  it  till  1  do:  -and  thc^  if 
it  come  out  9$  I  dare  £iy  it  will,  \  iwUl- 
direflly  put  the  letter  f  nopened  int» 
the  place  I  took  it  fram,  and  n^v^r 
tvoubl^mrfeif  moreabouthim.  Adiqa» 
my  ^e^rqlfl  fjEieod. 


Letter  XXXIV.  that  Mr.  Lpvdace't  motive  for  faring  bia^ 
I  gratified  by  the  lyandmother^s  Mriif g  bim* 


•  Itwillbf  fceohi  VohL 

r^febud  was  twofold.   Firfi,  btctufe  liisp«udewas|  ,        _  ^     

to  fpaie  her  grand 'daughter.    <  Many  a  ^etty  r^f,*  fays  hc,^<  bad  I  Jperedt  v^fl^i  / 

*  Jid  not  If  are,  bad  mj  ptnon  been  acj^fioxoiedged,  and  my  wiercy  in  time  impUred      Ssti, 

*  fbe  DebeiUre  fuperbos  f>ould  be  my  ti^m,  tvtre  /  to  have  a  jpiw  one.* 

Hi»  other  motive  witl  be  explainedin  the  folLo\^ng  parage,  in  tiie  fame..    *  J  never  n^kg 

*  /f  bonef,  firf^iffnf^'togetber,"  fays  be,  *£nce  rnvmattimlation.    It  behoves  me  /o  t«  §ej 

*  Someway  or  other «|p  recefs  [at  this  little  inn]  vioy-be  ftund$ni,  and  it  then  tm/f  l«s 

*  tboMfbt  that  my  rofebud  bat  4f9r4^M  me^.  A  n^ort  in  my  famfemr  /rem  £mplMties  4^ 
^e^MiAfe,may^aCH^me,^Sa:.  ^^  ^^  ^ 

Accordingly,  aa  tbeitader  wUl  heceator  Cee,  Afr.  JU>vels£e  finds,  by  tfae^ifif,  his -ok* 
pc€latioiis  from  the  concrivapct  be  fet  oa  fooc  by  meaoa  of  his  agent  Jolcph  If^ua^  (wte. 
plays,  at^hovet,  upon  Betty  Bames)  foUy  safwoed,  though  be  could  not  koov  what  |  '*'  ~ 
4>ii  tKe  Q^caiio*  betweenthe  two  ladies. 

Tbis  explHnatioo  is  the  mote  ^cflary  to  be  given,  as  feveral  of  our  reaiders  .(d 
want  of  due  attention]  h^ve  attributed  to  Mr.  Lovelace,  on  his  behaviour  to  hli  ro 
a  greater  Aerit  than  was  due  to  him;  and  i^oreover  imagined,  that  it  was  imptobaU^  \ 

%  man.  who  was  capable  of  afting  io  generoufly  (as  they  fiippofed)  in  tbu  itKbnCe,  Am 

be  guilty  of  any  afireciaiut  vilefiefs.  Not  confideriog,  that  love,  pride,  and  rc\tnge,  aa'B^ 
owns  in  Vol.  I.  Letter  XXXI.  were  ingredients  of  eqoa}  forceiahis  oompofidoai  airftHat 
xcfiftanQC  was  a  fiimulus  to  him.  "^ 

*aTT»|t 
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1 1  T  T  B  R    rXVlI. 

MISV  WHTBt  TO   MtSS  CLAftlSIA 
HAItLOWC. 

rRl»AV  NOOKi  MAiica  )t. 

JUSTICE  obliges  me  to  IbrwtrdL 
fSkit  ffter  my  M  on  the  wingt  tff 
the  wmd,  as  I  may  fay.  I  really  be* 
Hen  ibeflun  is  innocent.  Of  thft  #«# 
■ccyfttion,  I  think,  he  mtift  he  •€• 
iftitied;  atid  I  am  lorry  I  was  fo  fbr- 
%P9nl  ID  difoatthjfig  tway  my  intellU 
getee  by  halves. 

I  htfre  Icen  the  girl.  She  it  really  i 
war  prttxf,  a  very  neat,  and,  what  it 
ffin  a  gieaier  beauty,  a  veiry  innoctii 
r  creatttre.  He  who  cooM  havt 
I  ftich  an  otide(igninj^horae-bred| 
noft  batt  Been  indeed  iafenitlly  wiek* 
ltd*  Her  ^tber  is  an  honeft  fimple 
dBBii  tstirely  fadsfied  with  htt  chiiil» 
wnd  with  her  new  acouainunee. 

I  afli  ^mot  afraid  for  yovr  heart, 
wben  I  tdl  you,  that  I  find,  now  I 
faife  mt  to  the  bottom  of  thii  enqniry, 
fememing  noble  come  oat  in  thS«  Lore- 
iKt's  ftvodr. 

The  girl  b  toix  OMrried  next  week) 
and  this  ijiromoted  and  brought  about 
hy  hini«     He  is  reTolved,  her  father 

Si  Wf  make  one  couple  happy,  and 
letbeeoold  make  more  lb.  [llfer^s 
firntty  wn  diart]  And  hating  takcft 
a  miitig  sTfoto  the  yofung  fellow  whom 
iR  ptofeftt  to  loTC,  be  has  given  her 
aBfasndrcd  ^und«:  the  sfandmotbtr 
wtbuSAy  has  it  in  her  hanos,  fa  Imfwet 
t»  Ae  Uke  fain  given  to  the  y*«^  hy 
OR  of  his  own  rerations.  Wnik  Mr. 
lAffdftce's  cMifnnton,  attrtfttd  by  th« 
cniBpley  hat  given  tvtrenty-tfve  gui- 
HM  tn  the  lather,  vrho  is  poor,  to- 
wudicldtdM  t»  t^ip  the  pvttty  mf. 
«ck. 

Hr^  limnkatt  tnd  MSi  (Hend,  the 
■Mr  flMt  %f ,  when  (hey  ibft  c«me  to 
b  Itottifcy  tftaed  to  appear  as  per- 
fmi  ^Imv  dtgrfi  \  but  now  he  knows 
ll»  mm  (bot  mentioned  it  in  eolifi> 
e)  to  be  Colonel  Barrow,  the  other 
'  \  Sloone.    Theeotonel  favowne 


2tf 

ed,  that  iho  never  conld  havebieen  bet* 
for  inftrufted  by  the  mintfter  himHslf 
Awn  the  irf»iBP'io0lf«-.Tbegirlp]eafcd 
me  fo  well,  that  I  made  her  vifit  to  mk 
worth  her  while. 

But  what,  my  dear,  will  become  of 
US  now  ?•— Lovelace  not  only  reformed, 
but  turned  preacher I'-^Whit  will  be^ 
come  of  us  now?— Why,  my  fweet 
friend,  ymtr  gnunjitj  is  now  engaged 
in  his  favourT— Pie  upon  this  genero' 
JItyf  I  think  in  my  heart,  that  it  doe$ 
aa  much  mifchief  to  the  noble-minded. 
as  hw  to  the  ienobler.— What  befoii 
was  only  a  c$mMtional  tiki$^,  I  am  now 
tfraid  will  turn  to  iikhtg  uncpmlitimal. 

I  could  not  endure  to  change  my  in- 
Vt^ve  intopanegyrick  all  at  once,  and 
ibiben.  We,  or  fuch  as  I  at  leaft, 
love  to  keep  ourfelves  in  countenance 
for  a  raft  judgment,  even  when  we 
know  it  to  be  rail,  Every-body  has 
not  yottr  generoAty  in  confcffing  a  mi(l 
cake.  It  requires  a  greatnefs  of  foul 
Irankly  to  do  it.  So  I  made  ftill  far. 
ther  enquiry  after  his  life  and  manners^ 
and  behaviour  there,  in  hopes  to  find 
fomethingbad:  but  all  uniform! 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Lovelace  comei 
out  with  fo  much  advantage  from  thi$ 
enquiry,  that  were  there  the  leaft  room 
for  it,  I  fhould  fiifpea  the  whole  to  ht 
m put  fit  OH  fivt  to  loajk  a  bUckamort 
nmbiu.    Adieu,  my  dear. 

Anna  Howb» 


LETTER    XXVin. 

MISS    etAtlSSA    HARLOWE,    TO 
MISS  ROWS. 


tl  ■pilii  hor  mndAbtber's  begging 
«f  Mk  t»  I|ni»  Mt  itiiiMefiee>  he  voir- 
wuf  SBBt-lw  sCver  ^itewis  Mnr  Mfy  •  wittg 
iMtM^MMMtotar.  MekeMhis 
wmi\  and  the  pretty  IMftnMlhHcdjt. 


H 


•  ATtrtDAT,    AVatL  U 

ASTYcenfures  do  indeed  fub* 
I  {eQ  lbem(elves  to  the  charge  of 
^variaUenels  and  inconitftency  injudg* 
metiC:  end  fo  they  ought;  for  if  you, 
eveh  von,  my  dear,  were  fo  loth  to  own 
e  mixake,  as  in  the  inftance  before  us 
you  pretend  you  were,  I  believe  I  (hould 
not  havt  loved  vou  fo  well  as  I  really 
do  love  you.  Nor  could  you,  in  that 
t9/k^  have  fo-  frankly  thrown  the  re* 
4e£lfiMi  I  hint  at  upon  yotir(^lf,  had  not 
your  mind  been  one  of  the  rooft  inge- 
nuous tM  iftr  woman  boaited. 

Mr.  Lovelace  has  foults  enow  to  de* 

Ihrve  ittj  fkrtrt  cenfure^  although  he 

Bee  bi 
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be  not  guilty  of  tbie.  If  I  were  upon 
fuch  terms  with  him  as  he  could  wifli 
me  'to  be,  I  fbould  give  him  a  binitt 
that  this  treacherous  Jofeph  Lemaa  catir 
not  htfomucb  attached  to  himt  as  per- 
haps he  thinks  him  to  be.  If  he  werc^ 
he  would  not  have  been  io  ready  to  re- 
port to  his  difadvantage  (and  to  Betty 
JBarnes  too)  this  (light  aSjair  of  tfic 
pretty  rufticlc.  Joleph  has  engaged 
betty  to  fecrefy}  promliing  to  let  her, 
and  her  young  mailer  too,  know.more> 
when  he  knows  the  whole  of  the  mat- 
ter:  and  this  hinders  her  from  men. 
tioning  It,  as  ihe  is  neverthelefs  agog 
to  do,  to  my  fifter  or  brother.  Ana 
then  ihe  does  not  cbule  to  difoblige  Jo- 
fepK;  for  althoueh  (he  pretends  to  look 
above  him,  die  linens,  1  believe,  tofome 
love  dories  he  telis  her. 

Women  having  it  not  in  their  power 
to  btgin  a  court  (hip,  fomeof  them  very 
frequently,  I  believe,  lend  an  ^^N"  where 
their  hearts  incline  not. 

But  to  fay  no  more  of  thefe  low  peo. 
pie,  neither  of  whom  I  think  tolerably 
of;  I  muft  needs  own,  that  as  I  fliould 
forever  have  defpifed  this  man,  had  he 
been  capable  of  fuch  a  vile  intrigue  in 
his  way  to  Harlowe  Place,,  and  as  I 
believed  he  «ivi2/  capable  of  it,  it  has  in- 
deed [I  own  it  has  J  proportionablyen*. 
faged  my  gMerofity^  as  you  call  it,  in 
is  favour :  perhaps  mare  than  /  may 
ha*ve  reafon  to  'wiflt  it  had.  And, 
r  illy  me  as  you  will,  pray  tell  me  fair- 
ly, my  dear,  would  it  not  have  had 
inch  an  effeft  upon  you  > 

Then  the  real  genercfity  of  the  aft. 
—I  proteft,  my  beloved  friend,  if  he 
would  be  ^ooci  for  the  reft  of  his  life 
from  this  time,  I  would  forgive  him  a 
great  many  of  his  paft  errors,  were  it 
pnly  for  the  demonftration  he  has  given 
in  this,  that  he  is  capable  of  fo  good 
and  bountiful  amannerof  thinking.  . 
You  may  believe  I  made  no  fcmple 
to  c^n  hi$  letter,  after  the  receipt  of 
your  fecond  on  thi»  fubieft:  nor  Ihall 
I  of  anfweriii|;  it,  as  |  have  no  reafon 
%<>  find  fault  with  it.-«-AQ  article  in  his 
favour,  procured  him,  honsever,  ^, 
fi.uch  the  eafier  (I  muft  own)  by  way 
pf  amends  for  the  undue  difpleafure  I 
!.^k  agaiQ(t  himj  thoiigb  heknawt  it 


It  is  lucky  enough  that  thit  matter 
W.U  cleared  up  to  mt  by  your  friendly 
diligence  fo  foont  for  had  I  written  b^- 
fpte  it  was|  it  vvpul4  have  been  toiein- 


force  my  difmifHon  of  him;  and  per- 
haps I  fhonki'.^ave  mentioneil  tke  very 
motive^  Tor  it  aife^ed  me  more  than  I 
think' it  ovght:  and  then,  whal^  an  ad- 
vantage would  that  have  given  him, 
when  he  could  have  cleared  up  the  mat - 
ler  fo  happily  for  himlelf  fr 
.  When  I  tend  you  this  lett(^  of  hM, 
you  will  fee  .how  very  humble,  he  asc 
what  AckMSfwledgwenU  of  naturai  ign* 
patience {  what  confeflion  of  /aii4ts»  ai 
you  pfognofticate^t 

A  very  different  appearance,  I  muft 
own,  all  thefe  make,  nowthoftoryof 
the  pretty  ruftick  is  cleared  up,  ton^iat 
they  would  have  made,  had  it  not. 

You  will  fee  how  heaccount&to  mei 
That  he  coul^  uot,  by  reafon  jof  indif* 
pofitioa,  come  for  my  letter  to  pcribni 
and  the  forward  creature  labours  the 
point,  as  if  he  thought  1  flioMld  he 
uneafy  that  he  did  not.  1  am  indeed 
foiTy.  be  ihould  be  ill  on  my  acco«Af| 
and  I  will  allow,  that  the  fofpeofe  he 
has  been  in  for  fonie  time  paft,  muft 
have  been  vexatious  enough  to  fo  im- 
patient a  fpirit.  But  all  is  owing  oii* 
ginally  to  himfelf. 

You  will  find  him  (in  the  prefump* 
tion  of  being  forgiven)  full  of  con- 
trivances and  expedients  for  my  eCca^ 
ingthe  thi*eatened  compulfion« 

I  have  always  faid,  that  next  to  be* 
ing  without  fault  is  the  acknowledg. 
ment  of  a  fault;  fmce  no  amendment  can 
be  expefted  where  an  errar  is  defend- 
ed: butyou  will  fee  in  this  very  letter, 
an  haugntinefs  even  in  his  iubmiifions. 
'Tis  true,  I  know  not  where  to  find 
fault  as  to  the  exerefGon^  yet  cannot  I 
be  fatisfied,  that  nis  humility  is  humi- 
lity; or  even  an  humility  upon  foch  ooq- 
viftion  as  one  ihould  be  pleafed  with* 

To  be  fure  he  is  far  from  being  a  po- 
lite man:  vet  is  not  dirtjily.  isd  cka- 
rafterjftically,  as  I  may  fay,  wtpMit^ 
But  hU  it  fuch  a  fort  of  politeiida»  aa 
has  by  a  carelefsneft  founded  on  wy 
early  indulgence,  and  perhaps  ol»  too 
much  fucceu  in  riper  years,  and  asiu-- 
rogance  built  upon  both,  grown  into 
aiuirednefs,  and  of  courfe,  aa  I  oMy 
fay,  into  indelicacy. 

The  diftance  you  lecommend  at 
which  to  keep  theft  men,  is  certainly 
right  in  the  maint  fiimiliarity  deftroya 
rtvcreDoej  hot  with  whom  f— Not  with 
thofe,  fortly,  who  are  pnide]it»  gmts* 
foil  and  iiOMiouai 
Bvt  it  1ft  very  dificiilt  for  pcrloBfr, 
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«)»  «6bM  tvpid  maniyg  into  <Mie  ex- 
tfone,  10  keep  clear  of  another.  Hence 
Mr.  Lofvelace,  perhajpe,  thinks  it  the 
umiL  d  a  great  fpint  to  homour  hit 
fnAtf  though  at  the  expenteof  hie  po* 
imcfs:  bttt  can  the  man  be  a  deep 
ana,  who  knowt  not  how  to  makefuch 
^afiioBs  at  a  perioB  of  but  moderate 
piftt  ctnnot  mils  ? 

Heconplaist  heavily  of  my  readine£i 
to  take  mortal  offence  at  him,  and  to 
difaift  bim  for  ever:  it  is  a  high  con- 
do&,  be  iaya,  he  muft  be  frank  enough 
ID  lellnie$  a  condu^  that  muSt  be  very 
iirfrem  contributing  to  allay  his  ap- 
prdieDfiotts  of  the  poAbility  that  I 
Biay  be  profecuted  into  my  relatlona 
BMafuresin  bchaif  of  Mr.  Solmes. 

Yott  will  fee  how  he  puts  his  prcfeot 
aad  his  future  happinefs^  with  regard 
as  bath  worlds^  entirely  upon  me.  1  he 
ardour  with  which  he  vows  and  pio- 
■lifes,  I  think  the  heart  only  can  dic- 
tate; how  eUe  can  one  giicfs  at  a  man's 
heart? 

Yoa  will  alfo  fae»  that  he  has  al. 
ready  heard  of  tbei  interview  I  am  to 
ksfe  fiith  Mr.  Solmes;  and  with  what 
vekcmence  and  anguitti  he  exprclTes 
kimfelf  on  the  occafion.-^I  intend  to 
take  proper  notice  of  the  ignoble  means 
hs  ftoops  to,  to  come  at  his  early  intelli- 
ftace  out  of  our  family.  It  perfons 
pretending  to  principle  bear  not  their 
tcftiiBony  figainift  unprincipled  anions, 
what  check  can  they  have  f 

You  will  fee,  how  paflionately  he 

Eciles  oie  to  oblige  him  with  a  few 
icsy  before  the  interview  between 
Mf»  fiolmcs  and  me  uke  place,  (if /as 
he  fays,  it  $Mt/l  take  place)  to  confirm 
his  hope,  that  I  have  no  .view,  in  my 
prelient  difplcafure  againft  him,  to  give 
encouragement  to  Soiauj,  An  appre- 
benfion,  be  iays,  that  he  muft  be  ex* 
caftdfor  repeating^  efpecially  as  the  in- 
I  tenriew  it  a  favour  granted  to  that  man, 
which  I  have  refund  to  him;  fince,  as 
hr  iofcrt ,  were  it  not  with,  fu^h  an  ex- 
mdation,  why  (hould  my/riindt  prefs 
It? 

*       • 

I  HAVE  written;  and  to  this  e(ieft«- 
Tbat  I  had  t^ever  intended  to  write  ano- 
ther Jine  to  a  man,  who  could  take  upon 
kimlell  to  refle&upon  my  Tea  and  my- 
61f,  hf  having  thought  it  to  makt  uTe 
af  my  ovm  jodsment.     , 

I  tell  kiaii  Tm  I  have  fubmltted  to 


this  interview  with  Mr.  Sotmea,  purely 
as  an  z6k  of  duty,  to  ihew  my  frienda* 
that  I  will  comply  with  their  com* 
mands  as  far  as  I  can;  and  that  I  hope« 
when  Mr.  Solmes  himfelf  (hall  feehow 
determined  I  am,  he  will  ceafc  to  pro- 
fecute  a  fuit,  in  which  it  is  impoflible 
he  (hoold  fucceedwith  my  con/ent. 

I  aAure  bim,  1  hat  my  averfion  to 
Mr.  Solmes  is  too  fmcere  to  permit  me 
to  doubt  myfclf  on  thitoccalion.  But» 
neverthtlefs,  he  muft  not  imagine,  that 
ray  rcicAing  of  Mr.  Solmes  is  in  fa* 
vour  to  him.  That  I  value  my  free- 
dom and  indenendency  too  much,  if 
my  friends  will  but  leave  me  to  my 
own  judgment,  to  give  them  up  to  a 
|nan  to  uacontieulable,  andwholhewa 
me  beforehand  what  I  have  to  expcft 
from  him,  were  I  in  his  power. 

I  exprefs  my  high  difapprobation  of 
the  methods  he  takes  to  come  at  what 
pafles  in  a  private  family:  (he  pretence 
of  corrupiing  other  people*s  ieivanta 
by  way  of  reprifal  for  the  fpies  they 
have  fet  upon  him,  I  tell  him  is  a  very 
poor  excul'e;  and  no  more  than  an  at* 
tempt  to  juftify  one  meannefs  by  ano- 
ther. 

There  i8»  T  obferve  to  him,  a  rfght 
acd  a  lurQng  in  every  thing,  let  people 
put  what  gluflts  they  pleate  upon  theif 
a6^ioDs.  To  condemn  a  deviation,  and 
to  follow  it  by  as  great  a  one,  what,  I 
aikhim,  is  this,  but  propagating  a  ge* 
neral  corruption  >  A  nand  muft  be 
made  by  fomebody,  turn  round  the 
evil  as  many  as  may,  or  virtue  will  be 
loft:  Mid  JbaU  it  tMi  he  /,  a  worthy 
mind  would  aik,  that  ftiall  make  thia 
ftand? 

I  leave  him  to  judee,  whether  his  be 
a  worthy  one,  tried  oy  this  rule:  and 
whether,  knowing  the  ii^petuofity  of 
his  own  difpofition,  and  the  improba- 
bility there  is  that  my  father  and  fa- 
mily will  ever  be  reconciled  to  hio),  I 
ought  to  encourage  his  hopes  ?  \ 

Thefe  fpots  and  blemifties,  I  further 
tell  him,  fare  me  not  earneftnefs  enough 
for  any  take  but  hij  6<wnt  to  wifli  bim 
in  a  jufter  and  nobler  train  of  thinking 
and  a^ing;  for  that  I  truly  defpile 
many  of  the  ways  he  allows  himfelf  ini 
our  minds  are  therefore  infinitely  dif- 
ferent i  and  as  to  his  profeilions  pf  re- 
formation, I  muft  tell  him,  that  pro- 
f  ufe  acknowledgments,  withoutamend- 
mcnty  are  but  to  me  a»  fo  many  anti- 
cipating 


%»0 


CLARISSA   UAtttWt. 


E 


cipatingeoQccfli«&ly  wbidi  ht  may  ind 
much  eafier  to  mikty  than  either  to 
defend  bimrelf,  or  amend  his  erron. 

I  iaform  hinii  that  I  have  been  lately 
nade  acquainted  [and  fo  I  have  bv 
Betty,  and  flie  by  my  brother]  with 
the  weak  and  wanton  atrs  he  gives  htm- 
'^If  of  declaiming  againft  matrimony. 
I  feverely  reprehend  him  on  this  occa- 
fion:  and  a(k  him,  with  what  view  he 
caa  take  fo  witlefs;  fo  defpioable  a  U- 
berty,  in  which  only  the  moft  aban- 
doned of  men  allow  tbemfelvea,  and 
yet  prefume  to  addrefs  mF 

I  tell  him,  That  if  I  am  obliged  to 
to  my  uncle  Antony'a,  it  it  not  to 
inferred,  that  I  muft  therefore  «#• 
ttffarUy  be  Mr.  Soimes's  wifes.  fince  I 
tnay  not  be  fo  Aire  perhaps  that  the 
fame  exceptions  lie  fo  ftrongly  againft 
iny  quitting  a  houfe  to  which  I  ihall  be 
forcibly  carried,  as  if  I  left  my  fa- 
ther's houfe:  and,  at  tWe  worft,  I  may 
be  able  to  keep  them  in  fu^oenfetill  my 
coufm  Morden  comes,  wno  will  have 
ft  right  to  put  me  in  pofleilion  of  my 
grandfather*s  eftite,  it  I  infift  iipon  it. 
This,  I  doubt,  is  fomewhat  of  an  ar- 
tifice ^  which  can  only  be  excufable, 
M  it  it  principally  deiigned  to  keep  him 
trat  of  mifchief.  For  I  have  btit  little 
bope,  if  ^Tried  thither,  whether  (ei\* 
fible  or  fenfelefs,  if  I  am  left  to  the 
mercy  of  my  brother  and  fiAer,  but 
they  will  endeavour  to  force  the  fo- 
lemnobligationupon  me.  Otherwiih, 
were  there  but  any  profpeft  of  avoid- 
ing this,  by  delavlng  (or  even  by  tak- 
ing tliines  to  make  me  ill,  if  nothing 
file  would  do)  till  my  coufin  eomet,  I 
|M>pe  I  (houldnot  think  of  leavingeven 
my  undent  houfe.  For  I  thould  not 
}tnow  how  to  fquare  it  to  my  own  prin- 
ciples, X6  difpenie  with  the  duty  I  owe 
to  my  father,  wherever  it  fliall  be  hit 
frill  to  place  me. 

But  while ^ou  give  me  the  chat-ming 
hope,  that,  in  oiSer  to  avoid  ohe  man-, 
I  <hall  not  be  under  the  rieee0tty  of 
throwing  mvfelf  upon  the  friends  of  the 
ptberj  I  think  my  cafe  not  abfoluteiy 
^efperate* 

#       # 

I  SCB  not  any  of  my  family,  oor 
liear  from  them  in  an^  Way  of  kiad- 
Mfs.  This  looks  as  if  they  tbemfelv^ 
tKpcSttd  no  great  matters  Irom  that 
'toefday's  conference  whieh  makes  my 
Ikart  flutter  every  time  I  think  of  it. 


Mr  uncle  Antttny'i  mfete*  ett  A* 
oecadoo  Idonotarach  liioat  but-i  Iwd 
rather  meet  him  than  my  brotliaff.or 
fifter;  yet. my  uncle  ia  very  fnqpet»c«a. 
I  can't  thiafc  Mr.  Lovelace  can  IkmucIi 
more  fo5  atieaft  be  cannot  iba^  ntigc«!» 
as  my  uncle,  with  his  harder  leat«rea^ 
can.  Tha(e  fea-prefpered  gcntloDcn^ 
as  my  uncle  has  often  made  me  tKiok, 
not  uled  to  anr  but  eleifiental  oontroul, 
and  even  leacly  to  bnUbt  that,  bhaier 
often  as  violently  as  the  winds  tllcy  nic 
accnftomed  to  be  anery  at. 

I  believe  Mr.  SoTmes  will  look  an 
much  like  a  fool  as  I  diaU  do,  vf  «t  bft 
true,  as  my  uncle  Harlowe  wrtteny  and 
as  Betty  often  tells  me,  that  ha  ia  a» 
much  atraid  of  feting  me,  at  I-nm  af 
feeing  him. 

Adieu,  my  happy,  thrice  ha|i|i(f 
Mifs  HowCy  who  have  no  hand  tcnaft 
afKxed  to  yout  dutjr  !-^Who  hacve  m»- 
thing  to  do,  buttonll  in  ^th  a  ehoice 
your  mother  hat  made  for  you,  tt> 
which  you  have  not,  nor  can  bave^  n 
foft  objection:  ^ecpt  the  frowordncfa 
of  our  fex,  at  ovr  ftee  cenfovera  vmsaM 
perhaps  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  makea 
It  one,  that  the  choice  was  yowr  rnti- 
tlief*8,  at  firtthand.  Pervene  natitie, 
vre  know,  lotes  not  tobepreftTibedtAj 
althooffh  yeath  t<  not  fovvell  ^ualifiedt 
either  by  fedateaefs  or  enpenance,  an 
chufeforitfelf. 

To  km^  your  own  liapptneia«  and 
that  it  is  aMv,  nor  to  leave  it  to  mftgt''^ 
refieBiw  to  look  back  upon  the  preft* 
rMe  ^^  with  a  heavy  and  felf -accoliai^ 
heart,  that  you  did  not  chafe  it-  wbe« 
you  might  havechofen  it,  ia  all  tbat  ia 
ncceflkr^  to  compleat  yonr  felicity!-* 
And  this  power  is  wiflied  yon  by.ye«r 

Clarissa  Haillowe* 


LETTER    XXDC, 

illSS   HOVI^E,  TO  Miss  t&AMSsA 

HAKLOWS* 


IOngnt  .yetlcfdaT  to  have  aebanw- 
lodged  the  receipt  of  year  dnKal: 
Robin  telU  tne,  that  the  Jofepb  tcmah 
whom  yon  nentiatfi  at  tbe  trafitory  fertv 
htm.  He  vma  in  Ae  pMltiy-««rd» 
and  fpoke  to  Robbi^over  tbe  babk 
wMeh  dif  idei  ikit  i^  ih«  €3tee«  * 


CtAltrSIA   HARLOWI.' 
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Itee    «Wtebrmgtrottlniitfr,Mr. 

No  doBbt  bvt  thctr  depenAuice  iipoa 

Mi  ieliAv't  -vigilMMe^  nd  «^  Btt- 

tf'ty  leaves  yov  moi««t  liberty  to  your 

fkio^  tba»  you  would  othcrwiff  be. 

But  yoQ  are  tbe  only  perte  I  evtr  hetrd 

«f«  «bo  in  Aich  circuoftanctt  bad  not 

teefutUFul  ISemuit  totmilltttleoiicet 

to.    A  poet,  my  dtar,  would  not  have 

gme  lo  wodLfior  an  ABgelic»y  witbout 

siving  bcr  her  Violctta,  her  Cleanihe, 

ber  Cirlia»  or  finne  fuch  pretty-named 

coofidaute*— Au  old  nurfeat  the  leaft. 

Iieadtoniy  mochtrieveral  paflaj^ 

of  your  ictiers.    But  your  lai  para- 

I   puh^iuyourTefterday'tyquitecharm- 

I   cd  ber.    You  baire  woo  her  heart  by  it, 

:    fl»  told  me.     And  while  bar  fit  of  gra<« 

I    liiudelbrklaftad,  I  waa  thinking  to 

make  my fropofiil,  and  to  prei's  it  with 

'    lU  the  eamennefs  I  could  give  it»  wberi 

Hickmafi  came  i»»  making  his  lege, 

!   aad  AroJuBg  bis  cruvat  and  ruiRei. 

i  casld  moft  fredy  have  rujftsii  him 

for  it.    Aaitwas— «Sir,'i»dI,  'iaw 

*  you  not  Soimt   oi  the  fervants  ?— 
I    *  Couldnot  oae  of  tbem  bsTe  come  in 

«befeicy>oa?* 

He  bcgyod  Mrdonj  looked  as  if  be 

kaaw  uot  wbeiber  behad  beft  keep  his 

granml,  or- withdraw  ^-^tiU  my  mo- 

ibcr,bisfaftlneod»interpoled-««  Why, 

;    '  Mancy,  .we  are  not  upon  particulars. 

*  — -Priqry  Mr.  Hickman,  fit  down.* 

I       <  By  your  le— are,  good  Madam/ 

I  to  me.    You  km»w  his  drawl,  when 

hie  sBodcles  give  him  the  refpc^kfiil  be- 


*  Aye,  aye»  pray  fit  down,  boueib 
'  flwa,  i  you  am  weary— «But  by  my 
'  wmweff,  if  you  f^leafe.  I  defire  my 
'  hoop  may  have  it*s  full  circumfe* 

*  resce.     Ail  they're  ^ood  for,  that 

*  I  know,  is  to  dean  dirty  Aoes,  aad 
'  to  keep  fefiows  at  adiftaoce.* 

*  Strange  gprl-'  cried  mv  mother, 
dWca&d  $  but  .witb  a  mUder  turn, 

*  Aye,  aye,  Mr.  Hkkaiaii,  fit  down 
'  by  UK  <  I  have  no  fudi  forMdit^ 
'  fidiy  in  my  dreft.* 

I-ioaked  Moot;  aud  la  my  heart 
wsifkHi  d»s  fytMtk  of  Imts  wus  Hot 
■luiimpnT  uacle  Afttooy. 

i^  tfo^NT,  with  tbe  true  wldow*s 


fawmi,  sPBtthlMgbty  prudcutly  have 
ladlMotbe  fiibjea  wt  bad  been  imofi; 
aid  «9«ld  I11&  bH#  Mftd  40  bim»  I 


Bot,  that  Tciy  pangpaph 


in 


your  letter  which  is  fi)  nticb  in  bis  fa- 
vour* He  was  highly  obliged  to  dear 
Mift  Harlowe,  Ibe  wouW  aflure  btm| 
that  file  did  far. 

But  I  afieed  him,  if  behad  aoy  newa 
by  his  laft  letters  from  London— A 
queftion  which  be  always  underfianda 
to  be  %fubje3cbwtgir\  for  othcrwife  I 
never  put  it.  And  fi>  if  he  be  bui 
filcnt,  I  am  not  angry  witb  him  that  he 
aafwers  it  not. 

.1  chufe  not  to  mention  my  propofal 
before  htm,  till  I  know  how  it  will  be 
r^lifiied  b^  my  mother.  '  If  it  be  not 
well  received,  perhaps  I  mav  employ 
him  on  tbe  occafion.  Yet  I  don't  liku 
to  owe  htm  an  obligation,  if  I  could 
help  it.  For  men  who  have  his  views 
in  their  heads,  do  fo  parade  it,  ib  ftrut 
about,  if  a  woman  condefcend  to  em- 
ploy them  in  ber  afiairs,  that  one  bat 
no  patience  with  them. 

However,  lilfindnot  an  opportunity 
this  day,  I  will  make  oneto-motrow. 

I  fiiall  notof>en  eitherof  yourfealed'- 
yipparcelsybutinjprarpfelence.  There 
is  no  need.  Your  condu6l  is  out  of 
all  queftion  with  met  and  by  tbe  ex* 
trade  you  have  given  me  from  his'  let- 
ters and  your  own,  I  know  all  that  re* 
lates  to  tbe  prefent  fituatton  of  thingf 
between  you. 

I  was  going  to  give  you  a  little  flip- 
pant  hint  or  two.  But  fince  you  wifk 
to  be  thought  fuperior  to  all  our  fex  io 
the  command  of  youdelfs  and  fince  in*  . 
deed  vou  delerve  to  be  thought  io^  I 
will  fpare  you.  You  are,  however,  at 
times,  more  than  half  inclined  toipeak 
oat.  That  vou  do  not,  is^iily  owing- 
to  a  little  bafiiful  ftrugvle  between  ym 
andj^Mny^Pi^,  as  f  mav  lay.  When  that 
is  quite  got  over,  I  Know  vou  will  far 
vour  me  undifguifhdly  with  tbe  vafiijt*' 

I  cannot  forgive  your  taking  upon 
you  (at  fo  extravagant  a  rate  too)  to  pay 
my  mother's  fervant.  Indeed  I  wm^ 
and  I  «u;t2f  bi^  angry  witb  you  for  it. 
A  year*s  wages  at  once,w(;)l  iiiglil  o«lj 
as  unknown  to  my  mother*  X  make  it 
better  for  the  fervants  according  to  their 
nnerits— ^iowitmadc  the  man  ftare!-^ 
And  it  may  be  his  ruin  too,  as  far  as  t 
know.  If  be  fliould  bu  v  a  ring,  iui4 
marry  a  tbrry  body  in  tne  ndgnbour- 
hood  witb  tne  money,  one  u^uld  Jbe 
loth,  a  twdvemontb  henee,  that  tbe 
poor  old  fellow  flio^ld  think  ^e  ba4 
reafon  to  wiih  the  bounty  aever  con- 
ferred. 

/must 
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/  MUST  grvi  you  your  nvty  in  theft 
things f  you  fav.—And.  I  know  there 
is  no  contradhniDg  you :  for  you  were 
ever  putting  too  great  a  value  upon 
little  offices  done  for  you,  and  too  little, 
upon  the  great  ones  you  do  for  others^ 
The  fatisfaflioii  you  have  in  doing  fo, 
I  grant  it,  repays  you.  ,But  why  fliould 
you,  by  the  noblenefs  of  your  mind, 
throw  reproaches  upon  the  reft  of  the 
world?  Particularly  upon  your  own 
fimily  and  upon  ours  too  ? 

If,  as  I  have  heard  you  fay,  it  is  a 
rood  rule  to  give  WORDS  the  hear- 
wgi  htU  to  form  our  judgments  of  men 
mnd  things  by  DEEDS  ONLY;  what 
Ihall  we  think  of  one,  who  feeks  to  find 
palliatives  in  nvords,  fornarrownef's  of 
fteart  in  the  very  peribns  her  deids  .fo 
filently,  yet  fo  forcibly,  rdfleft  upon  ? 
Why  blnfli  ycu  not,  my  dear  friend , 
to  be  thus  fingular?— When  you  meet 
with  another  perfon  whofe  mind  is  like 
your  owii,  then  difplay  your  excellences 
asyoo  pleaie:  but  till  then,  for  pity's 
lake,  !et  yoor  heart  and  yourfpirit  fuf* 
kr  a  little  contra^ion. 

I  intended  to  write  but  a  few  lines; 
cbieily  to  let  you  know,  your  parcels 
are  come  fafe.  And  accordingly  I  be- 
gan in  a  large  hand ;  and  I  am  silready 
come  to  the  end  of  my  fecond  flieet. 
But  I  could  write  a  quire  without  hefi- 
tation  upon  a  fubjef^  fo  copious  and  fo 
beloved  as  is  your  praife.— Not  for  this 
fingleinftanceofyour  generoiity;  fince 
1  am  really  anery  with  you  for  it;  but 
lor  the  benevolence  exemplified  in  the 
whole  tenor  of  your  life  and  a£Uons^ 
of  which  this  is  but  a  common  inftance. 
Heaven  dire£t  you,  in  your  own  ardu- 
ous trials,  is  all  I  have  room  to  add; 
and  make  you  happy,  as  you  think  to 
htyour  own 

Anna  Hows. 


LETTER    XXX. 

MISS  CLAlLISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

•  OHDAV  moKT,  ^rtiLa. 

I  Have  many  new  particulars  to  ac- 
quaint you  with,  that  Aiew  a  jgreat 
change  in  the  behaviour  of  my  friends 
to  me.  I  did  not  think  we  had  fo 
much  art  amone  ui^  as  I  find  we  have. 
1  will  give  thrw  particulars  to  you  as 
thc^  offered. 


AU  the  family  was  at  church  in  tli^ 
morning.  They  brought  good  Dr. 
Lewen  with  them,  in  |Mniuance  .  of  s 
previous  invitation.  And  the  doAor 
fent  up  to  defire  my  penmflioii  to  a:* 
tend  me  in  my  own  apartment* 

You  may  believe  it  was eafilygnuited. 

So  the  do6kor  come  up. 

We  had  a  converfapon  of  near  an 
hour  before  dinner:  but,  to  my.furprixe, 
he  waved  every- thing  that  would  have 
led  to  the  fubjeft  I  fuppofed  he  waatcd 
to  talk  about.  At  latt,  I  aiked  hisn^ 
If  it  were  not  thought  ftrange  I  (hoold 
be  fo  long  abfent  from  church  f  He 
made  me  fome  handfome  compliments 
upon  it:  but  faid,  for  his  part,  he  had 
ever  made  ita  rule,  to  avoid  interfes-ing 
in  the  private  concerns  of  families,  un* 
lefs  defired  to  do  fo. 

I  wasprodigiouflydifappointeds  but 
fuppoiing  that  he  was  thought  too  juft 
a  man  to  be  roads  a  judge  of  in  this 
cauft;  I  led  no  moi-e  to  iti  nor,  when 
he  was  called  down  to  dinner,  did  he 
take  the  leaft  notice  of  leaving  me  be- 
hind hin^  there. 

But  this  was  not  the  firfl  time  lince 
my  confinement  that  I  thought  it  a  hard  - 
fliip  not  to  dine  below.  And  ^Rrhea  I 
parted  with  him  on  the  fhurs,  a  tear 
would  burfl  it*s  way;  and  he  hurried 
down ;  his  own  good-natured  eyea  glif  . 
tening;  for  he  utw  it.— -Nor  tmfted  he 
his  voice,  left  the  aqcent  I  fttppole 
iliouid  havedifcovered  his  concern  $  de- 
parting in  filence,  though  with  hia  u  Atal 
graceftil  obligingne(s* 

I  hear,  that  he  praifed  me»  and  my 
part  in  the  converfation  that  pafled  be« 
tween  ua.— To  fhew  them,  I  fuppole^ 
that  it  was  not  noon  the  intereftingr  Tub^ 
jefts  which  I  make  no  doubt  be  waa  de- 
fired  not  to  enter  upon. 

He  left  me  fo  diftatisfied,  yet  ft^  per* 
plexedwith  this  new  way  of  treatment » 
that  I  never  found  myielf  ibnioch  dkC-^ 
concerted,  and  out  of  my  train. 

But  I  was  to  be  more  £>.  Thia  ^rmm 
to  be  a  day  of  puatle  to  me.  Pregmaim^- 
puaale,'  il^Iinay  fo  fa^ i  for  there  oaait 
great  meaning  lie  behind  it. 

In  the  afternoon,  all  but  mj  1 
and  filler  went  to  church  with  the  ^  _ 
doAor;  who  left  his  complinocnta  \ 
me.  I  took  a  walk  in  the  gardens  nxmt 
brother  and  fifter  walked  in  it  ton,  ana 
kept  me  in  their  eye  a  sood  adnle^^ij 
pvrpofe,  at  I  thoiq^ht,  that  I  ai^t  r 
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Uam  gay  and  good-lmmoti red  they  were 
together.  At  laft  they  came  down  the 
^Uralk  that  I  was  coming  up,  hand -in - 
hand,  lo^er-Iike. 

•  Your  Tervant,  MIfi!'— '  Yoxif  fcr- 

*  vant.  Sir!*— pafltd  between  my  bro- 
ther tnd  me. 

•  Is  it  not  cold- ffb,  fifter  Clary?*  in 
a  kinder  voice  than  ufual,  fiid  my  lifter, 
and  ftoppet!.— I  ftopped  and  cur^Teved 
low  to   her  haJf-curtfcy.*— •  I   thmk 

*  not,  fifrr,"  faid  I. 

She  went  or.  I  ctirtfeyed  withotj*  re- 
liim}  and  proceeded^  turning  to  my 
pofjlfry-vnri. 

By  s  dior^r  turn,  arm-in-arm,  they 
w»:rc  thcrw' before  me. 

•  Ithinlf,  Clary,'  faid  my  brother, 

*  yoo  nrift  prcfent  me  -.vith  Ibmc  of  this 

*  breed,  for  Scotland.' 

'  «  !f  vuu  pUiSe^  brother.' 

•  I'll  chiric  for  you,*  faid  my  fifter, 
And  while  I  fed  them,  they  pointed 

Id  Ua'.f  addaen:  yet  intending  nothing 
by  it,  f  believe,  out  to  fliew  a  deal  of 
lote  and  good-humonr  to  each  other 
hrfbr«me. 

My  uncles  next,  (at  their  return 
from  ^orch)  were  to  do  me  the  ho- 
nour of  their  notice.  They  hid  Betty 
fell  me,  they  would  drink  tea  with  me :  n 
My  own  apartment.  •  Now,*  thought 
I,  •  fhaS^  I  hare  the  fiibje^  of  next 

*  TvMtf  enforced  upon  me.' 

But  they  contradicted  the  order  for 
tea,  and  only  my  tinde  Harlowe  came 
vp  to  nte. 

Half-diftanr,  haff-aHeaionare.at  hit 
entering  my  chamber,  was  the  air  be 
put  on  to  his  daurbter-nieeey  ati  he 
afedtocall  me;  andl  threw  rnyfclf  at 
llts  feet,  and  befought  his  farour. 

•  Noncrf  thefe  difcompoftrretj  child. 

*  None  of  tliefe  appreherrfions.     You 

*  will  now  have  every  body's  favour. 

*  All  is  coming  about,  my  dear.  I  was 
I  Hnpatfcnt  to  fee  von.     I  could  no 

*  longer  deny  myielr  this  fatisfaftion.' 
He  then  raTfeo  nte,  and  kiifed  me,  and 
called  me  <  Charming  creature!' 

■  Bot  he  waved  entering  into  any  inte- 
rdKng  fubjeft.      •  All  will  be  well 

*  BOW.     All  will  be  right.— No  more 

*  cofflplainings!  E very: body  loves  yoii! 

*  *-!  only  came  to  make  my  earlicft 

*  court  Id  you !'  [were  his  condefccnd- 
iag  words  J  '  and  to  fit  and  talk  of 
'  twenty  and  twenty  fond  things,  at  I 
<  «U  to  dOf-^fiX^  let  every  paft  dir« 


*'  agreeable  fhtng  be  forgotten,  is  ifno** 
'  thing  bad  happened.' 

*  He  undei:ffi>od  me  as  beginning; to 
bint  at  tHtf  diffrraee  of  my  conflnem^t 
•*-•  No  diTgrac*,  my  dear,  can  fall  t9 

*  your  lot:  your  reputation  is  too  wpll 

*  rftabliihcd.— I  lunged  to  fee  yott,* 
Repeated  he— «  I  have  fcen  nobody  Irtfl^ 

*  fo  amiable  fince  f  faw  you  laft/"    '  * 
And  ag^ain  he  killed  my  cheek,  my 

glowing  cheek  j  for  I  was  impatfetrt,* 
I  was  vexed,  to  be  thus,  as  I  ttiotight^ 
played  upon:  and  how  couM  I  be  thmk- 
ful  for  a  vifit,  that  (it  now  was  en*' 
dent)  was  only  a  too  humble  artl/!ce,^  to 
draw  me  in  againll  thr  next  TuelHay^ 
or  to  leave  me  inexcufahle  to  them  aH  f 

O  my  cunning  brother !— This  is  liV 
contrivance.  And  then  my  angerma^de 
me  recollcfl  the  triumph  in  his  and  my 
lifter's  fondnefs  for  each  other,  as  prac- 
tifed  before  mej  and  the  mingled  In- 
dignation  flaftiing  from  their  eyes,,  at 
arm-in-arm  they  fpoke  to  roe,  and  llii 
forced  condefcenfion  playing  upon  thti^ 
lips,  when  they  called  me  Clary,  and 
Siftrr. 

Do  you  think  t  could,  with  thefere- 
fle6)ions,  look  upon  my  uncle  Har- 
lowe's  vifit  as  the  favour  he  feeroed  de- 
firous  I  ftiould  think  it  to  be  ? — Indeed 
I  conld  not;  and  leeing  him  fo  ftu- 
dtoufly  avoid  all  recrimination,  as  I 
may  call  it,  I  gave  into  the  affe6lation| 
and  followed  mm  in  hit  talk  of  indiffe* 
rent  things:  while  he  ktmtA  to  admtrt 
this  thing  and  that,  as  if  he  had  never 
feen  them  before;  and  now- and -then 
condefcendingly  kifTed  the  hand  tha( 
wrought  fome  of  the  thinrs  he  fixed 
hb  eyes  upon;  not  fo  mucTi  to  admire 
them,  as  to  find  fuhief^s  to  divert 
what  was  moft  in  h'u  head,  and  in  ptr 
heart.  *  "^ 

At  his  going  away— «  How  can  t 

*  leave  yc\i  here  by  yourfclf,  my  dear  > 

*  You,  whofe  company  iifed  to  enlivea 

*  us  all.  You  are  not  expected  dowil 
<  indeed:  but  I  proteft  I  had  a  g^od 
■  mind  to  furprire  your  father  ancf  .-no- 

*  thcr! — If  I  thought  nothing  would 

*  arife   that  would  be  difagrceabic— 

*  My  de.ir !  my  love!'  [Othc  dear  art* 
ful  gentleman!  How  could  my  uncit 
Harlowefodiflemblef  ]  *  What  fay  you? 

*  Will  you  give  me  your  hand  ?  Will 

*  yon  fee  your  fythn?  Cm  you  ftanJ 

*  his  dilplealure,  on  firft  feeing  the  dear 
f  cmtutT  who  has  eiven  him  and  all 
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*.fifw  fo  moeH  4Hlarbance  ?  Can  you 
<  promife  ititure— >* 

He  tim  me  rifing  in  my  teniper-» 
^  Hfty*  my  dear,"  interrupting  hunfelf, 
f  if  you  cannot  be  all  refignation,  I 

<  would  not  bftve  you  tbink  of  it.' 
}fiy  heart,  ftiuggling  between  duty 

Ipd  wannth  of  temper,  was  f ul  1 .  You 
l^Wy  my  dear,  I  never  could  bear  to 
%•  4Mlt  meaply  with !— '  How— how 

<  <aM  you,  Sir !  You,  my  papa-uncle 
1  —How  can  you,  Sir!— The  poor 
*  gtri  r— For  I  could  not  fpcak  with 
ftonaexion. 

.  *  Nay,  my  dear,  if  you  cannot  be  all 
'  duty,  alf  iviignation— better  ftay 
9  imIicic  you  are.«-But  after  the  inlUnce 
f  yop  have  given—* 

'  la/tanci  I  have  ^ivf«/— What  in- 
f  Hance,  5ir?* 

'*  Well,  well|  child,  better  (lay  where 
f  yopr  aii^t  i^  y<>^r  P^^  confinement 
^  nanga  to  heayy  upon  you— But  now 


<  I  will  fetch  you  theKempis,  fiAcr,* 
I  did.  «  Here  it  is.  You  will  find 
<  excellent  things,  Bella,  in  that  little 
«  book.' 

*  I  wUh,*  retorted  (he«  *  you  had 

*  profited  by  them.' 

«  I  wiOijwM  may,'  faid  I.    <  Exmm^ 

*  fU  from  a  Gfter  older  than  one's  felf 

*  IS  a  fine  thing.* 

«  Older!  Saucy  little  fool!*— And 
away  ihe  flung. 

What  a  captious  old  woman  will  my 
fifter  make»  if  ihe  live  to  be  one!— de- 
manding the  reverence,  perhaps,  yet 
not  aiming  at  the  merit;  and  afliamed 
of  the  years  that  can  only  entitle  her  to 
the  reverence. 

It  is  plain  firom  what  I  have  related^ 
that  they  think  they  have  got  me  at 
fume  advantage  by  obtaining  my  con- 
fent  to  this  interview!  but  if  it  were 
notf  Betty's  impertinence  juft  now 
would  make  it  evident.    She  has  been 


*  tfiuch  for  you,  as  I  will  do  for  you.' 
Without  foifering  me  to  reply,  he 
JiQiricd  away,  as  1  thought,  likjt  one 
who  liad  l^n  employed  to  a£l  a  part 
•gainft  his  ^ill,  ftpd  ^iras  g)ad  ip  wa| 


f  tb^re  will  be'a  fodden  end  to  it-—  complimenting  me  upon  it:  and  upon 
i  Adieu*  my  dear!— Three  words  On-  the  vifit  of  my  uncle  Harlowe.  She 
f  |y^-Xct  your  compliance  be  fincere  1  iays.  The  difiUculty  now  is  more  dian 
'  -oAnd  love  me,  as  vou  ufcd  to  love^  half  over  with  me.  She  is  furel  would 
'  —    Your  grandfather  did  not  do  fo    not  fee  Mr.  Solmes,  but  to  have  hun. 

Now  fliall  (he  be  foon  better  employed 
than  of  late  ihohas  been.  All  hands 
will  be  at  work.  She  loves  dearly  to 
have  wedding  go  forward !  —  Who 
^novrf ,  whoie  tpm  will  be  next  ? 

I  found  in  the  afternoon  a  reply  to  my 
^nlWer  to  Mr.  Lovelace's  letter.  It  is 
full  of  promifesy  full  of  vows  of  gra- 
titude,  of  tteriuU  gratitude,  is  hit 
|vord.  ampng  others  ftili  more  hyper* 
bolick.  Yet  Mr.  Lovelace,  the  U^ 
of  anyinan  whofe  letters  I  have  feesj 
runs  into  thofe  elevated  abfiinlities.  I 
ihould  t>e  apt  to  defpiie  him  for  it,  if 
he  did.  Such  language  looks  always 
to  me,  >as  if  the  flatterer  thought  to 
j/ind  a  i^oman  a  fool,  or  hoped  to  muUke 
)ier  one. 

He  regrets  my  indilFereoce  to  him; 
whicn  puts  all  tne  hope  he  has  in  oay 
favour  upon  the  (hocking  uiage  I  k^ 
ceivefrom  my  frjends.. 

A*  to  my  charge  upon  him  of  no* 
politenefs  and  uncc^troolablenefs— 
What  [he  a(ks]  pan  He  (ay?  Siiice 
bein^  unable  abfolutely  to  vtndic^re 
bim£lf,  he  has  too  much  in^enaqaf. 
ftefs  to  attempt  to  (|o  fo :  jtt  is  ftruck 
dumb  by  my  haf  Ih  conftruAion,  that  his 
acknowledffing  temper  is  owin^  SMire 
to  his  cardeunefs  to  defend  himicify 
thsD  to  his  inciinatioji  to  anoid.    He 


Doo^t  yov  isTi  my  dctr  Mifs  Howe, 
how  they  ar^  all  deterpined  ?-^Havc  | 
vot  reaion  to  dread  next  Tpefday  ? 

Up  pre^ntly  after  came  my  ufter^rr* 
to  obferve,  I  fupf^ofe,  the  way  I  was  in. 

She  found  me  in  tears. 

*  Have  yop  not  a  Thomas  )  Kein- 
<  pis,  fifter?'  with  a  ffiff  air.     • 

*  I  have,  Madam.V 

*  Jlfodbi/— bow  long  are  we  to  be 
f  at  this  difisnce.  Clary  V 

*  No  loHgtr,  my  dear  Bella,  if  you 
f  allow  me  to  ca^l  you  fifter.'  And  I 
fook  her  hand. 

*  No  fawning  neither,  girlT 

I  withdrew  my  hand  as  haftily,  at 
jou  may  belie?c  I  (hopld  haye  done, 
had  I,  in  feeling  fdr  one  of  your  parcels 
|inder  the  wood*  been  bitten  by  a  vi* 
per* 

*  I  beg  pardon,'  £iid  I—'  Too-too 
^  ready  to  onke  a4vances,  I  am  at - 
f  ways  fubjeAingmyfelf  to  contempts.' 

*  Peosle  wao  know  not  how  to  iccep 
f  a  middle  behaviour,'  fiiidlhei  *Boft 
'  f vxr-aiuR  ^  ip/ 
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lid  Bev«r  iif^  met  witli  tfie  objec- 
tions agamft  his  morals  which  I  had 
xidM^jmJHj  railed:  and  he  wat  re- 
iblved  to  obviate  them.  What  it  it, 
he  aikSy  that  he  has  promiftdi  bat  re* 
formation  by  my  example  ?  And  what 
occaiion  for  the  promifey  if  he  had  not 
faults,  and  thole  very  great  ones,  to 
reform?  He  hopes,  acknowledgment 
of  an  error  is  no  bad  fign ;  although 
siy  fevere  virtue  has  interpreted  it  into 

He  believes,  I  may  be  right  (ftvenfy 
Hght,  he  calls  it)  in  my  judgment 
againft  making  reprifals  in  the  cafe  of 
the  intelligence  he  receives  from  my  fa- 
mily;  he  cannot  charge  himfelf  to  be 
of  a  temper  that  leads  him  to  betntjui* 
fitive  into  any<-body's  private  affairs  j 
but  bopesy  that  the  circumftances  of 
the  ca(e,  and  the  ftrange  tondod  of 
mt friends,  will  excvle him jeipecially, 
wBCfl  fo  much  depends  upon  his  know- 
ing the  movements  of  a  family  fo  vio- 
lently bent,  by  mearores  rieht  orwrong, 
to  carry  their  point  againK  me,  in  ma- 
lice to  htm.  People,  he  lays,  who  aft 
like  aagelty  ought  to  have  angels  to 
deal  with.  For  his  part,  he  has  not 
yet  learned  the  difficult  leflbn  of  re- 
turning ^M</yor<Vf/:  and  ihall  think 
himfelf  the  left  encouraged  to  learn  it 
by  the  treatment  I  have  naet  with  from 
the  very  perfons,  who  would  trample 
upon  him,  as  rhey  do  upon  moj  were 
facto  lay  himielf  under  their  feet. 

He  excofes  himfelf  for  the  liberties 
he  owns  he  has  heretofore  taken  in  ridi- 
coliiw  the  marriage -ftate.  It  is  a  fub- 
fc6tt  De  flys,  that  he  has  not  of  late 
treated  fo  lightly.  He  owns  it  to  be 
lb  trite,  Co  beaten  a  topick  with  all  It- 
bertinca  and  witlings  {  ib  frothy,  fo 
empty,  fb  nothing -meaning,  lb  worn* 
out  a  theme,  that  he  is  heartily  afliamed 
of  himielf,  ev^r  to  have  made  it  bu. 
He  coademns  it  as  a  ftupid  reflexion 
Qpoo  the  Jaws  and  good  order  of  fuci- 
ety,  and  upon  a  man^s  own  anceftors  t 
and  in  himfelf,  who  has  fomereafon  to 
value  btm&lf  opon  his  delcent  and  aU 
liancea ,  more  cenfurable,  than  in  thofe 
who  have  not  the  fame  advantage  X4 
boall  of.  He  promifes  to  be  more  cir- 
cumfpcft  than  ever,  both  in  bis  words 
and  mions,  that  he  may  be  more  and 
more  worthy  of  my  approbation  |  and 
Aat  he  may  gire  an  amirance  before* 
hand,  that  a  foundation  is  laid  in  hii 
mind  lor  niy  cxan^le  to  work  ufon 


With  ednal  Imputation  and  effeft  to  li^ 
both — If  he  majr  be  fo  ttappy  td  call  nie 
hit. 

He  gives  me  «p  at  ablblately  loll,  if 
I  go  to  my  dncle  AntonyH :  the  dofb 
conftnement;  the  moated- hooft;  tbo 
chapel;  the  implacablenefs  of  my  bro- 
ther and  lifter,  and  their  j)o#er  ovtr 
the  reft  of  my  famHy,  he  leti  forth  ill 
ftrong  Itghtt^  and  plainly  fiiy4,  thnt 
he  muft  have  a  ftnigglt  to  prevent  taf 
being  carried  thither. 

Your  kind,  your  generous  ^dea- 
voiirs  to  inrercft  your  mother  [p  my  be- 
half, will,  I  hope,  prevent  thdfcbarth- 
er  extremities  to  which  I  might  ht 
otherwife  driten.  And  to  you  I  win 
fly,  if  permitted,  and  keep  all  niV 
promifes,  of  not  correfponqii^  witb 
any-body,  not'  fteing  any-body,  but 
by  your  mother*s  direftion  and  yo^rs. 

I  will  clofe  and  depofit  at  this  yttcd. 
It  is  ttot  neceffanr  to  fay,  bbw  much'  I 
9Lmjour  rvir't^e&knate  mid  obiig§^. 


LETTER   XXlCh 

IflSSCLARIISA  HARL0W8,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

IAm  glad  my  papers  are  fafe  in  yout* 
hands.  I  wul  make  it  my  endea- 
Your  to  deferve  your  good  opinion,  that 
I  may  not  at  once  dilgrace  yo^r  )ttdg' 
ment,  and  mv own  heart.' 

I  haveaootner  letter  from  Mr.  Love«» 
lace.  He  is  extremely  apprehenfive  of 
the  meeting  I  am  to  have  with  Mr. 
Sol mes  to-morrow.  He  fays,  That  the 
airs  that  wretch  gives  himfelf  oh  the 
occaiion,  add  to  his  concern;  and  it  ia 
with  infinite  difliculty  that  he  prevails 
Upon  himfelf  not  to  make  him  a  vilit  to 
let  him  know  what  he  mav  expe^,  if 
compuliion  be  ufed  towards  me  in  his 
favour.  He  afliires  me,  That  Solmes 
has  a^ually  ulked  with  tradefmen  of 
new  equipa^,  and  names  the  people 
in  town  with  whom  he  has  treated] 
that  he  has  even  [Was  there  ever  fuch 
a  horrid  wretch!]  allotted  this  and 
that  apartment  in  his  houfe,  for  a 
ourfery,  and  othtr offices. 

How  Iball  I  hear  to  hear  fuch  a  crea* 

ture  talk  of  love  to  me  ^  I  Ihall  he  out 

of  all  pattencf  with  him.    Be6des,  I 

thought  that  he  did  not  dare  to  tn^ke-or 

Ff  t  talk 
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t^\k.  9f 'thefe  impudcAt  pitpiranoas-r 
^Q  incQonHeQt  as  fuch  :^e  ^Uh  my 
brother's  viiws — But  I  fly  the  fubjtr£^. 

\}\>on  this  confidence  at  Solmes,  you 
will  lefs  vvonder  at  tKit  of  Lovelace,  m 
pt^ning  me  in  tlie  name  of  all  his  fa- 
mily, to  efcapc  from  fo  ilctcrmincd  s^ 
xipWt^^c  as  Is  in  tended  to  be  offered  to 
iifner  at  .my  uncle's:  that  the  forward 
cootrivca  fliould  propofe  Lord  M/s 
chatiot  and  fix  to  be  at  the  ftile  that 
^eads  up  to  the  lonely  coppice  adjoin- 
ing  to  ,our  paddock.  You  will  fee 
bckvv  audaciously  be  mentions  fettle.- 
.nents  ready  drawn;  borfemen ready  to 
Jno^n^J  and  one  of  his  coudns  Mon,- 
fiague  lo  be  in  the  chariot^  or  at  thjp 
X^cofge  in  the  neighbouring.  villag9, 
^Waiting  tt>  accompany  me  to  I^rd  M . '&, 
or  to  Lady  Betty's,  or  Lady  Sarah's,  cr 
toito>irn,  a^'I.pleare;  and  upon  fuch 
^^dccs^, iU'  conaitionty  and  under  fuch 
f clliri£l,ittnft.'  as  to  lumfelf>  as  X  /ba)! 
prefcribe. 

You  will  fee  how  he  threatens,  To 
^ihffeb-andM/oy-lay  them»  and  to  rr/cite 
sne  as  he  calls  it,  by  an  armed  force  of 
friends  and  fervants,  if  they  attempt 
tocarryvme-agaittft-my  will  to  my  un- 
cle's ^  an^  this,  whether  I  give  my  con- 
ieDt.tp  the^nterprize,  or  not :  -^fmce  he 
fiialThave  no  hopes  if  I  am  once  there. 

0  my  dear  friend  1  Who  can  think 
^f  th^e-things,  and.  not  be  extremely 
xiiiTerable  in  her  apprehenfk>ns ! 

'  This  mifcblevous  fcxl  .What  bad  I 
t6;d'o  ^;lth  unv  of  tbenu  or  they  with 
itie  ?■*— 1  bad  defcrved  this,  were  it  by 
my  own  fucking,  by  my  oxva  giddlncfs, 
•fhatl  had  brought  myit^l^  into  this  u- 
tuation — I  wifli  with  all  my  heart — But 
bow  f«M>Ii/bIy  we  are  apt  to  wllh  whcir 
tv«  Hnd  ourfelves  unhappy,  and  know 
Bot  bow  to  help  ourfelves ! 

On  yovr  mother*s  goodnefs,  bow- 
ever^  is  my  reliance.  If  I  can  but 
avoid  beipg,precipiiated  on  either  hand» 
tiU  my  coolin  Morden  arrives,  a  re- 
conciliation muft  follow^  and  all  will 
be  happy.    *. 

1  have  dcpoilted  a  letter  for  Mr. 
Lovelace  i  in  which  I  charge  him^  as 
be  would' not  diibblige  me  for  ever,  to 
avoid  any  r^fh  ftcp,  any  viiit  to  Mr« 
S.olmes,  which  may  be  followed  by  acU 
cf  violence. 

I  re-aflure  him.  That  I  will  Tuoikp 
die  than  Be  tliat  man'a  wife. 

Whatever  be  my  ufage^  whatever 
lb«U  be  the  rcfultof  the  apprelicnded 


intKrview,  I  ixiiiik«poD  it  tbat  he  pie- 
fume  not  Co  offer  yiolence  toany  ^f  iny 
friends :  and  exprcfs  myfelr  highly 
difpleafedt  that  he  (bouldprefuiDe  up- 
on fuch  an  intercft  in  my  efteem^  as  id 
think  himfelf  entitled  to  difpute  oay 
father's  authority  in  my  removal  to  t»y 
uncle's;  although  I  tell  him,  that  I 
will  omit  neither  prayers  nor  contriv- 
ance,  even  to  the  making  of  mylUf- 
ill,  to  avoid  going. 

To-morrbw  is  Tucfday !  How  itaofk 
comes  Bpon  us  the  Uay  wc  dread !«— O 
that  a  deep  fleep  of  twenty -fourhouFO 
would  /e)ze.  my  faculties  1-^Bot  thou 
the  next  day  would  be  Tuefday»  aa  to 
all  xiefife^ls  and  purpofes  for  which  X 
£o  ntuch  dread  it.  if  this  reach  yot»- 
.before  the  event pf  thefo  much  ^PP*^~ 
bended  mterview  can  be  know%  pi^ 
forj^flnr.  . 

Clarissa.  Haelows. 

iiTTJiR    XXXIL 

MISS.CLARiSSA  UARI^OWS,  TO  MISa 
HOW£« 

.TUX  YD  AT  MORVlfiO,   SfX  O^CXOCK. 

T^Ii£  <)tty.i8CBfiie{-— Iwiih  itwcR 
happily  9ver«  I  have  had  a 
wi  etched  nifbt«  Hardly  a  wink  have 
•I  flcp^  mmiaating  upon  tbeappivaclu 
ing  interview.  The  very  dibnce  of 
time  to  which  they  confentc^t  hat  add- 
ed fokemniiy  Do  the  meetiag,  which 
otberwiie  it  would  not  have  had. 
.  A  thoiigbtftti  mind  is  not  a  bleiEng 
to  be  coveted,  unlefs  it  bad  fvch  a  hap- 
py vivacity  withit  as  yourt:  a  vivacity^ 
which  enables  a  perlba  to  en|oy  the 
ptfjiftty  without  being  over-^ftaauoMa 
about  die  future* 

TVlSPATy  Ej:.tVtN'0>L«CSL. 

I  HAVB.  bad  a  vifit  froei  my  aom 
Kerrey.  Betty,  ia  her  alarming  way» 
told  me,  I  ftiouid  have  a  lady  to  break*- 
faft  with  me,  whom  I  little  ^peAcd  | 
giving  me  to  believe  it  was  my  mother* 
'J'his  fluttered  me  fo.mucb,  oohcafsng 
a  Udy  coming  up-ilairs,  fuppoiing  it 
was  (he,  (and  not  knowing  how  to  ac- 
count for  her  motives  in  Iticb  a  'vifit^ 
after  I  had  been  fo  long  banilhed  from 
berprcfence)  iliat  my  aant,  at  her  en  • 
tiancci  took  notice  of  my  diibrder^ 
and  after  her  firft  falutation-^ 

<  Why.  Mifs/  (aid  ihe»  <  you  feem 
♦  furprixrd.. 


CLAKI8$A    HAItL<»*tf*> 


<  fiMp«ii«d.— •Upon*  mtf  ^^oird,   7011 

*  ^bflKightfiii  young  ladiet  hart  ftratigft 
'  apprehmfions  about  nothing  at  all. 

*  Wbttt^'  taking  iay  hsmd,  «  aw  be 
« tW  matter  with  you  t-^Why,  tny 
'  <lear,  trteible»  tremble,  tremble  at 
'  tbisr«t»»  Yoo'H  not  be  it  tobefeen 

*  by  «ny-bD(iy.  Coiite^  my  ■  Jowe,* 
kiffing  «y  chdek,  « vhick  np  a  co«i 
«  lagr.  By  thit'ticrdlefi  flutter  on  tbe 
'  apfroacbing  iaisrview,  when  it  it 
■  »cfv  y<Hi  "wnM  judge  of  your  other 
'  antipathies^  and   laugh  «e  yourfietf 

*  far  giving- way  to  (b  appnhenfive  an 


I'  ibidt  Aat  wbace?«r  iK  ^nonifly 
inigiDe<iy  was,  in  it^  efleaa  at'  the 
twie,  jBonfAan-  ii9giaMy,  although 
to  otbcrtit  miglir  not  appear  (b ;  that  t 
liaJiMM  refteri  one  hour  allnigbt;  that 
thetn^itinlincfit&t  overme,  by^ivinf 
me  roaaafio  tkSnki»y«iOtfaer  waa  cam*' 
s°5  ^  t^  ^<^  madi  difc^aocrted  me, 
tkit  i  Aoaia  be  very,  little  <iu«lified  t6 
iiecaDy-body  I'dillifced  to  fee.  ~  •  • 

Tbere  «ra«  no  accoam ihg  f«r  thelV 
tlmgs,*eaid.  Mr.So»fn«ilaftiiight 
fiippa^  he  Aoiild  be  ondtr  aa  aiQch 
a|^tioB.aa  I  cooid  te. 

•  Who  it  it,  tisea,  Ma4snn,>^iatfb 
'  iriaAant  aa  Interview  on  hotb  fid^s', 

*  if  to  pleafe  V 

*  H»fk,  0f  jrou,  my  dear,  I  hope,  af- 

*  aer  the  £1^  fluiries  are  •o«er.  Tbt 
^  moft  apfvcikefviive  btginivinge,  I  have 

*  dtea  kncNm>  make  the  bappieU  etn* 
<  eiufions.* 

'  Tbere  caa  be  bat  one  katppy  ^^' 

*  cia£eff»  to  the  iwtended  fi4t;  aad 
'  that  l»t  That  both  fides  may  be  fa* 
'  tiafied  it  will  be  the  lath* 

She  than  reprefented,  bow  anbappy 
it  wouU  foe  for  me,  if  X  did  not  fiNtet 
nyfelf  lobe  prevailed  upon;:  ^t  prflied 
BMrtorecait'eMt.  SoUnes  as  became  my 
adttcaKio0$  and  ^clayed,  that  hi«  ap- 
pirhfiiawn  oa  tbe  eapa^tion  'he  bad 
af  fefo^aoa,  wene  ow«ng  tobia  lov6 
and'  bi»  awe^  intimitf ng ,  That  true 
Jove  ia  ever  accompanied  by  fear  and 
nrertMe;  and  ttbat  no  blvftcring, 
hoviag  iaveryCpatd  deiferve  ancourage- 

To  thia  I  a«f«ei«d,  Thar  ooiiftltu- 
ta«n  wsa  to  be  confidej«d»  -that  a'nlan 
cf^p^ttmoU  aA  Ulse  ime,  and  could 
do  nothing  meanly;  that  a  crecpihg 
mind  woald  creep  »a  eveiy ^hmt^s  v'hcre 
tr  had  a  view  to  obtain^  a  benefit,  by  iT| 
and  infoU,  wbcrf  il  boti  pyw$r,  ar.i 


aothing  to  ^xpcftr  tb«rthtt\#w  n^  a 
point  now  to  be  dcternrtncd  with  me : 
that  I  bad  faid  a«  maeb  at  I  eaoM  pof- 
£bly  fay  on  tbit  fabfefts  thM  thit  in'- 
terview  wa»  impdfed  upon  me^  hkf  tbai<^ 
indeed,  wbo  bad  at  right  to  impele  it  -. 
bill  that  it  was  fitrt If  a^ainA  «ff  will 
complied  with|  and  ftff  thia  -ileirftii; 
that  there  was  M'uerficai  not  ^ti^iMe/s^ 
in  the  otfe^  and  ib  notbiag  eautdtomfc 
9^' it,  bat  a  prttcnee,  at  I  fn«eh  ap- 
pretfended,  10  nfe  W Aill  mbw  Ibveiely 
than  I  had  botn  tiled. 
•  She  Wat  then '  pi«aM  ta'  Hiti^  'me 
with  pt^epoflbfliAbr and  pt«jadice.  ^ht 
expatiated  t^pQ>n  Ihedaty  ofaebikl.  Sfafe 
imputed  t«<m^  aibuad»neeof  llM4|aa^ 
litiet)  b«t  Ca4d  me^  iftat,  in  tMt  cMi 
thaf€ff  pectbtdcablaMffwa*  want^^ 
to  crown  all.  She  infifted  upon  tbe  mu» 
ri/ of  obedience,  alHN>agb  my  will  «ifere 
Mct  in  it.  From  a  little  bint  I  gave  of 
my  ftill  p^Hk^^iMut  t<yf«eMV.  Sdlmsb 
on  account  of  fb^fheedom  I  \kadi  tneatdt 
bim  with,  4ie  tattcad  la'nKoif  lith  ftri 
living  ditjiofitldn;  6f  bi«  infinite  pefped 
for  me;  and  I  cannot  tell  what  of  tliii 
ibrt. 

I  nev^  Ibubd^my feff  f»  fretful  ii^  taf 
lifct  aifdfail  toldmyauat ;  and  begged 
bcr  pardon  fitr  iti  ■  ^tttfileTafdy  itwal 
well  dtibaifed  tben^  for  ihe  faw  fiothm^ 
but  littK  tremors,  wbich  were  afnal 
with  yoiine  tttditri  when  they  were  to 
Dee  their  admirers  for  tbe^M  time ;  atid 
thit  might  km  called  C^i  wtthfefpeA  to 
me;  fmce  it  was  the  firft  time  I  hadcon- 
fentcd  to  let  Mr.  Sobnct  lb- that  light 
—But  that  tha  n^xt^^ 

•  HoW|  Madam,*  interrupted  I—*  To 
'  it  then  hnagi'ned,  tbat  i  ^iye  «bi^ 

*  maeting  on  that  foot  V^i* 

•  TobeAiroithjChtW/  ? 
«  To  kt/ttrtitis,  Madame    Then  f 

*  do  yet  -defire  to  decl^itio^  Tt.-4.I  wHI 

*  aot,  I  oaniiot,  fee  hkn,  if  beexpedt 

*  metofeebim  upon  thofe terms/ 

<  Nicenera,pondilio'-^Mei«pun6K« 
«  lio,  niece ?^— Can  you  think  that  your 

*  appointment,  (duy,  place,  hour)  ipid 

*  knowing  what  the  intent  of  it  was,  ia  . 

*  to  be  interpreted  away  es  a  mere  cc-' 

.  *  remony,  and  to  nwan  nothing  ?— Let 

*  me  tell  you,  my  dear,  your  father; 

*  mother,  unolet,  every- body,  re^eCI 
'  rma  appointment  as  the  fii-ft  a«  of 

*  your  oompliance  with  their  wills:  and 

*  fherei^i^e  recede  not,  1  dviireyo\i;  but 
«  make  a   merit  cf  what   c  in  not  br 

Othe 
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O  tht  hideoot  wftteh!^-^  Pardon 
'  mc^  Madam--/  io  be  fuppofed  to 

*  nKCt  iiieh  a  maft«i  that,  with  fuch  a 

*  view!  and  ^  to  be  aritted  with  ibch 

*  an  c9C|i!e&tioii !— Bur  ic  caamK  be 
'  that  he  espeda  it,  whatever' ari^yv 

*  may  d9»»^It  ia  jdatn  ha  eaonot,  hj 

*  the  fear  he  talla  yon  til,  he  Aall  have 

*  to  dee  me.    If  hit  Jtap^were/baiida. 

*  cioaa,  he  could  nait/iar  fi>  much.' 

*  Iodcfd»  hcbMs  this  hope;  and  tuftly 

*  founded  too.  But  hia  fear  arifes  from 
'  his  revereDce»  aa^I  told  you  before.* 

*  HiirrMr^n^/— >ht»«uworthineftt 
'  -»*Tii  (b  apparent,  that  even  he  him* 

*  fell  fteait,aawcllaaeffry-bodyelfe. 

*  Hence  hta  ofiera  to  purchase  met 

*  Henot  It  is»  that  lettlementt  are  to 

*  make  up  for  acknowledged  want  of 
«  merit!* 

*  His  unwrtbuufi^  fay  you !— Not 

*  fo.faft,  my  dear.    Does  not  .this  look 

*  like  fiitthig  a  high  value  upon  your- 
'  &lf  ?«A.We  all  have  eicaltpd  notions 

<  of  your  merit»  niecsej  but  neverthe- 
«  left*  itvKraldnot  be  wrong*  if  you 

*  were  to  arrogate  lefsi  to  yourfelf ; 

*  though  more  were  to  beyour  due  than 
'  your  friends  attribiitfe  to  yoo»' 

<  I  am  forry,  Madam>  it  ihould  be 

*  thought  anvgaiKe  in  nM*  to  fuppole 
■  I  am  not  worthy  of  a  better  man 

<  than  Mr.  Solmes,  both  as  to  perfon 

*  and  mind:  and  ns  to  foitune^  I  thank 

<  God  I  defpife  all  that  can  be  Jniiited 

*  upon  in  hit  £ivottr  from  fo  poor  a 

She  told  me,  it  fignified  nothing  to 
talk:  I  knew  the  expeftation  of  every- 
one. •     •    i 

Indeed  I  did  not.  It  was  impoiftble 
I  could  think  of  fuch  a  Artnge  expec- 
tation^  upon  a  compliance  made  only 
toihew  I  would  comply  in  alt  that  was 
in  my  power  to  comply  with. 

I  might  cafily,  (he  laid,  have  fup- 
poicd,  that  every-one  thought  I  was 
beginning  to  oblige  them  aul,  by  the 
kind  behaviour  of  my  brother  and  fifter 
to  me  in  the  garden,  laft  Sunday  %  by 
my  iifter*s  vifit  to  me  afterwards  m  my 
chamber^  (although  both  morefiiffly  rt» 
awed  In  mi,  than  were  either  wiihed^ 
or  expe&ed)  by  my  uncle  Harlowe's 
affieAionate  vifit  to  me  the  fante  after- 
noon, not  indeed y^  *uify  gratrfuUjf-ri* 
€eived  as  I  ufed  to  receive  his  favours: 
—but  this  he  kindly  irouutcd  to  the 
difpleafure  I  had  conceived  at  my  con- 
fincment,  and  to  my  intentiofl  to  come 


off  by  dtgreti,  that  I  ifright  keep  iaf* 
-kM  in  countenance  for  my  paA  «qppci- 
fitton. 

S«^  anr^onr,  ihelow  eunaiftg  of 
that  Sumuf-managementi  which  then 
if>  much  furprized  me  I  An(l  fte  tbt 
reafon  why  Dr.  Lew6n  was  ndaiittcd  to 
vifit  mt^  yet  forbore  to  enter  upon  a 
iiibjeft  about  which  I  thought  be  came 
to  talk  to  me  !««For  it  feems  tbeto  was 
no  occafion  to  difpute  with  me  on  tlir 


point  I  was  to  beji^ptfodto  have  cos- 
ceded  to.-^See,  alfo,  how  unfairly  mf 
brother  and  fifter  muft  have  r^refented 


their  pretended  kindnefi,  when  (tlioaeh 
they  had  an  end  toanfwer  1^  affe^mng 
kind)  their  anttpalhy  to  metaeoitto 
have  been  fo  ftrong«  that  titty  could  not 
help  infoltinff  me  by  their  arm*sn-arm 
Joverrlike  behaviour  to  each  otbor^  at 
my  fifteriafterwaxds  likewifedid^when 
(he  came  to  borrow  mv  Keuqna. 
.  I  lifted  up  my  hands  and  eyea  !  'I 
'  cannot**  (aid  I,  *  cive  ibu  treatment 

*  a  name!    The  em? (b  unlikely  to  be 

*  anfwered  by  means  fo  low!     I  know 

<  'whtfe  the  whole  is  I  He  that  could 
'  get  my  uncle  Harlowe  to  contribute 

*  his  part,  and  procure  the  ac<}itielcenoe 
'  of  the  reft  of  my  friends  to  it,  mvft 

*  have  the  power  to  do  any- thing  with 

*  them  againft  me.* 

Ap;ain  my  aunt  told  me,  that  tal):ing 
and  mvedive,  now  I  had  given  th^e)c«> 
petetion,  would  fignify  nothing.  She 
noped  I  would  not  mew  every-one^fliat 
they  had  been  too  forward  in  tbarcon- 
ftnidtons  of  my  defLre  topblige  thera« 
She  could  affure  me,  that  it  would  bt 
worfe  forme,  if  no^wl  receded,  dunif 
I  had  never  advanced. 

<  Advaacedf  M:Mdzm\  How  can  you 
'  (ay  adfoancedf  Whv,  this  is  a  trick 
^  upon  mel    A  ^or  fowtrick!  Par* 

*  don  me,  Madaai»  I  don*t  fay  yon 
^  have  a  hand  in  iUi»->But,  my  deaitft 
'  aunt,  te)l  me.  Will  not  my  mother  bi 
«  prefent  at  diit  dreadful  interview  I 

<  WilKhenotfofarfavoyrmc?  wci» 

<  it  hut  to  qualify*-' 

'  ^Mf/tgr,  my  dear,*  interrupted  Iht 
^  —your  mother,  and  your  uncle  Har- 

<  lovre,  would  not  be  pre(ent  oil  that 

<  oceafion  for  the  world.* 

.  ^  O  then.  Madam,  how  can  th^  look 

*  upon  my  conient  to  this  interview  at 

*  an  adnjaHCif* 

My  aunt  was  difpleafed  attbithome 
pulh.    *  Mifs  Clary,*  faid  (he,  '  there 

<  is  DO  dealing  with  you.    It  would  he 

•  happy 
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*  hmj  for  yoa»  md  &r  e?ery«bodf 
'  dfCy  weft  your  obedience  as  rady  tt 
'  your  wit.    I  will  leave  foo.^ 

*  Not  in  anger,  I  bof^»  Madam/ 
iBCemipoed  I— >*  All  I  meaot  was,  to 
'  obftrve,  that  let  the  meeting  iffue  ar 

*  it  may,  and  at  it  m^  i£ue,  it  cannot 

*  be  a  diiappotntment  to  attjf-h^,^ 

*  O  Mtif !  you  ieeo  to  b«a  very  de* 
<  termined  young  creature.  Mr.  Solmet 

*  will  be  Iwre  at  your  timet  and  re- 

*  flicvbcr  once  more,  that  upon  the 

*  coming  afternoon  depend  the  p^to  of 
'  your  whole  family,  and  ^your  own 

*  happin^/ 

Aad  lb  iavingy  down  flie  hurried. 

Herelwillftop*  In  what  way  I  fball 
fcibme,  or  when^  it  not  left  to  me  to 
cODJe6liire^  much  left  determine.  1  am 
excefively  uneafy!— No  good  news 
^  Ismn  your  mocher»  I  doubtl— I  wi  11  de- 
port thus  far,  for  fear  of  the  worft. 

Adku,  my  beft,  rather,  my  onfy  friend ! 

Cu  Harlowi. 


XBTTER    XXXIII. 

MISS  CLABISSA  HA&LOWB,  TO  MISS 
HOWI. 

TvtsoAT  ivsnivo;  and  covti- 

KVmP  THBOVGfl  THE  NIGHT* 

WELL,  my  dear,  I  am  alive,  and 
here  1  But  how  long  I  fhall  be 
Cither  here,  or  alive,  I  cannot  fay.  I 
^havc  a  vaft  deal  to  write;  and  perhaps 
Aall  have  little  time  for  it.  Neverthe« 
hb,  I  mufl  tell  you  how  the  faucy 
Betty  again  diicompoicd  me,  when  ihe 
came  up  with  this  Solmcs*s  meflag^i 
ahboogh,  as  you  wil)  remember  from 
aqr  laS,  I  was  in  a  way  before  that 
wanted  no  additional  furpriacs. 

«  Mifsf  Mifs !  MifsP  cried  Om,  as 
€A  as  ihe  eoulU  ^p^k,  with  her  arms 
ftfcad  abroad,  and  all  her  fingers  di- 
ftflMled,  and  held  up,  *  Will  you  be 

*  pWaibd  to  walk  down  into  your  own 
'  parlour?— There  is  every -body,  I 
<  will  aflbreyou,  in  full  congregatUnl 
f  «l-AndthcreisMr.$olmes,asfineai 

*  a  lord,  with  a  charmins  white  peruke, 
'  foe  laced  (hirt  and  rumes,  coat  trim- 
'  Bedwithiilver,andawaiftcoatftand«> 
'  iog  an  end  with  lace!— Quite  hand* 
'  Somt,  believe  mel—Yoo  never  faw 
«  fiKhasalteratiool— Ah!Mi(s,'Ol»^- 
iag  her  Ifcad,  <  'tis  pity  y«u  hay^jaid 
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*  £)  much  againil  him!'— But  yon  know 
'  how  to  come  off  fur  all  thatl— I  hopa 

*  it  will  not  be  too  late  !* 

« Impertinence  r(aidI<*<Warttbott 

*  bid  tocome  up  in  this  fluttering  way?* 
•«*ABd  I  took  up  my  ha,  and  fanned 
myfeJf. 

*  Blefs  mtV  find  flw,  *  how  fooa 

*  thefe  fine  young  ladies  will  beuot 

*  into /li^<r/i/M«f /-—I  meant  not etther 
'  to  offefd  or  frighten  you,  I  am  fore.* 

*  Every -body  there,  do  you  iay?«-* 
'  Who  do  you  call  every  •body  ?* 

«  WbyiMifs,'  holdmgoutherleft^ 
palm  opened,  and  with  a  flourish,  aii4 
a  iaucy  leer,  patting  it  with  the  fore* 
finger  of  the  other,  at  every  mcatioMl 
perTon,  *  There  is  your  papal— There 

*  is  your  mamma  1— There  is  your  on  - 

*  cJe  Hai'lowcl-^There  is  your  uncle 

*  Antonvl— Your  aunt  Her veyl— Jiff 
<  young  ladvl«*  And  my  young  maftesi 
'  —And  Mr.  Sohnes,  with  the  air  of 

*  a  great  courtier,  ftandtngup,  becanle 

*  he  named  you : — "  Mrs.  Betty,"  faid 

*  he,"  [Then  the  ape  of  a  wench  bowel 
and  fcraped,  as  aukwardly  as  I  fuppoie 
the  perfon  did  whom  ihe  endeavoured 
to  imiute]  ^  *  Pray  give  my  humble  icr« 
**  vice  to  Mif»,  and  tell  her,  I  wait  her 
**  commands." 

Was  not  this  a  wicked  wench?— T 
trembled  fo,  I  could  hardly  ftand.  I 
was  fpiteful  enough  to  iay,  that  her 
young  miftrefs,  I  fujppofed,  bid  her  put 
on  thefe  airs,  to  fngbten  me  out  of  a 
caps^ity  of  behaving  fo  calmlyas  diould 
procure  me  my  uncles  compaffion* 

*  What  a  way  do  you  put  yourfelf 
in,  Mifs,*  faid  the  iniolentl— <  Come, 
dear  Madam,'  taking  up  my  fan, 

which  I  had  laid  down,  and  approach* 
ing  me  with  it,  fanning,  *  (hall  I— ^ 

*  None  of  thy  im|»ertinence!-^ut 
fay  you,  all  my  friends  are  below 
with  him?  And  am  1  to  appear  bt^ 
lore  them  all?' 

*  1  caa*t  tell  if  they'll  ftay  when  yon 
come.  I  think  they  feemed  to  be 
moving  when  Mr.  Solmes  gave  me  his 
orders.— But  what  anfwer  fliali  I 
carry  to  ;he  Yquirs?* 

*  Say,  I  can't  gol— But  yet  when 
'tis  over,  'tit  over  i— Say,  I'll  wait 
upon— I'll  attend*— r  11  come  preftnt^ 
ly— Say  any- tilings  I  care  not  what 
•—But  give  me  my  fan,  and  fetch  me 
a  glafs  of  water.* 

She  went,  and  I  fanned  myfelf  all 

(he  times  fof  |  was  in  a  flame;  and 

hemmed. 
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bemmed,  and  ftruggled  with  mvfelf  all 
I  could;  and,  when  Ibe  retamed,  draoiL* 
my  water;  and  Ending  no  hope  pre* 
Itntly  of  a  quieter  heart,  I  lent  her 
down,  and  followed  her  with  precipi-' 
tation;  trembling  ib,  that,  had.Inot- 
horried,  I  queftion  if  I  could  have  got 
down  at  all .— 0>my  dear,  what  a  poor, 
pd£ve  machine  it  the  body  when  the* 
mind  iadifordcredl 

There  are  two  doors  to  my  parlour,' 
M  I  nfed  to  call  rr.  As  I  entered  at 
one,  my  friends  harried  out  at  the  otVer. 
I  juft  4w  the  gown  of  my  fifter^  the  lad 
who  Aid  away.  My  uncle  Antony: 
went  out  with  them;  but  be  (laid  not 
long,  as  you  fliaU  bean  and  they  all  re- 
mained in  the  next  parlour,  a  wsuofcot 
partition  only  parting  the  two.  I  re- 
member them  both  in-onet  but  they 
were  feparated  in  favour  of  us  girls,  fur 
cach^  to  receive  her  viitH>rs  in  at  her 
pUarui*c. 

Mr..  Solmes  approached  me* as  foon 
as  I  entered,  cringing  to  the  ground,  a 
vifible  confivfion  in  every  feature  of  his 
face.  After  half  a  dozen  choaked-up 
Madams~-^He  wis  very  forry*— Ht  was 
very  much  concerned— It  was  bis  mif- 
fortune^— And  there  he  ftopped,  being 
Enable  prefcntly  to  compleat  a  fentence. 

This  gave  me  a  little  more  prefence 
of  mind.  Cowardice  in  a  foe  begets 
courage  in  one's •felf--^!  fee  that  plainly 
now-*- Yet,  perhaps,  at  bottom,  the 
new-made  bravo  is  a  greater  coward 
than  the  other. 

I  turned  from  him,  and  feated  myfdf 
in  one  of  the  fire-fide  chairs,  fanning 
nyfelf.  I  have  fince  recoil eifted,  that 
I  muft  have  looked  very  faucily .  Could 
}.  have  l^ad  aif  y  thoughts  of  the  man,  I 
ibbuid  have  defpifed  myfelf  for  it.  But 
what  can  be  faid  in  the  cafe  of  an  aver- 
^on  fo  perfe£^ly  fin  cere? 

He  hemmed  five  or  fix  times,  as  I 
had  done  above;  and  theie  produced  a 
lentence-^TIkat  |  could  not  but  fee  his 
confuiion.  This  fentence  produced  two 
or  three  more.  I  believe  my  aum  had 
hetn  his  tutoKfs;  for  it  was  his  awe, 
his  reverence  for  ib  fupertative  a  lady 
(I  aflute  you* 3  And  be  hoped— he 
hoped— <hi'ee  times  he  hoped,  before  h^ 
told  me  what—- At  laft  it  came  out;  that 
I  was  too  generous  (Generofiry,  he 
fiiid,  viras  my  charafter)  to  dcfpife 
him  for  fuch— for  fucb-^r  fuch— /rivf 
tokens  of  his  love. 

*  I  do  indeed  |iee  you  under  fome  con? 


fafion»<3ir;  iind  this  gives  mc  bopei 
that  aithoogh  I  have  iKen  compelled, 
as  I  may  c^l  it,  to  give  war  to  this 
interview,  it  may  be  attended  with 
hap|nereiefibthaD  I  had  apprehended 
from  it,*" 

He  had  hemmed  bimfelf  iat^  more 
our  age. 
<  You  could  not.  Madam,  imagine 
any  creature  fo  blind  to  your  merits^ 
and  fo  little  atti-aded  by  them,  as  ca- 
£ly  to  forego  the  imereft  and  appro- 
bation he  was  honoured  vritb  by  yoor 
worthy  family,  white  he  had  any 
hope  given  him,  that  one  day  he  might, 
by  his  perihrerance  and  seal,  ^P«^. 
your  favour.* 

Mam  but  too  mhch  avrare,  Sir,  that 
it  is  upon  the  intereft  and  approba- 
tion you  mention,  that  you  build  fuch 
hope.  It  is  impoiBble  (>TheTwile,  that 
a  ir.an,whobasaov  regard  for  his  ovm 
happincfs,    would  'pcrievere  agaiaft 
fuch  declarations  as  I  have  made^  ?.Bd 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  make,  in  juf- 
tice  ic  vc  J  as  well  as  to  myfelf.* 
He  h«Hl  in  ir.:ir.y  inftanccs,  he  told 
me,  and  had.i»eardof  nioro,  wh^re  la- 
dies had  feenicJ  as  averfc,  and  yet  had 
been  induced,  foxtxc  by  mcitives  ii  com* 
paflion,  others  by  pCFfaiijcn  of  friends, 
o  change  thrlr  minds;  and  had  been 
very  happyi  afterwards:  and  he  hoped 
^.his  mignt  be  the  cafe  here. 

*  1  have  no  notion.  Sir,  of  coifpti- 
ment,  in  an  article  of  fuch  impomncc 
as  this :  yet;  am  I  forry  to  be  obliged 
to  fpeak  my  mind  lb  plainly,  as  I  ani 
^ing  to  do.  Know  then,  that  I  bavt 
invi  ncibltf  objections  ^  Sir,  to  your  ad* 
drefs.  I  have  avowed  them  with  vm 
eameftneft  that  I  believe  is  without 
example:  and  whyf'^-Becavfe  I  be« 
lieve  It  is  without  exaih][)le,  that  any 
young  creature,  circumftanced  as  I 
am^  was  ever  treated  as  I  have  bees 
treated  on  your  account.* 

'  It  is  hoped,  Madam,  that  your  eon* 
fen t  may  in  time  be  obtained«^7M 
is  the  hope;  and  I  ftiall  be  a  mcftnbl^ 
man  if  it  cannot.* 

*  Better,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  foy* 
you  were  miferable  byyonrfelf,  than 
that  you  (hould  make  two' fo.' 

'  Yo%  may  have  heard,  M^dxnii 
things  to  my  di&dvantage.  No  ma* 
is  without  enemies.  Beplealedtolcl^ 
me  knew  txAjot  ymk  have  hevd,  and 
I  will  either  own  my  latrHa,  tn^ 
amend;  orl  Will  t«DviBee  yon  that T 
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'  t»  yaaSAykeJ^merid:  and  once  I  un^ 

*  derftsod  you  ovtrbeard  Ibniftbuiff 
'  that  I  AtooM  ray»  that  gave  you  oN 

*  fence:  unguardedly,  perhaps}  but  no- 

*  thing  but  what  fliewed  my  value,  and 

*  due  I  would  pcriiil  io  long  aa  1 

*  eottld  have  hope.' 

*  I  have  indeed  beard  many  thinga  to 

*  your  difadvantage;-— and  I  was  far 
'  from  being  pleafed  with  what  I  over* 

*  beard  fall  from  your  lips:  but  as  you 

*  were  not  any- thing  to  me,  and  never 

*  coold  be*  it  was  not  for  oie  to  be  con « 

*  cerned  abfMitthe  one  or  the  other.* 

'^  I  am  lorry.  Madam,  to  hear  this, 
■  I  am  fore  vou  Ibould  not  tell  me  of 
'  any  faolt,  that  I  would  be  unwilling 

*  to  correft  in  myfelf,' 

'  Then,  Sir^  corre^  this  fault-*Do 

*  not  wiib  to  have  a  young  creature 

*  compelled  in  the  moft  material  article 

<  of  her  life,  for  the  lake  of  motives  flie 

*  defju&s  \  and  in  behalf  of  a  perfon  ibe 
'  cannot  value:  one  that  has,  in  her 

<  own  right,  fufficient  to  fet  her  above 

*  all  your  offers,  and  a  (pirit  that  craves 
'  no  more  than  what  it  bas^  to  make 
'  iticlf  eaiy  and  happy/ 

*  I  don't  fee.  Madam,  how  you  would 
'  be  happy,  if  I  were  to  difcontinue  my 

*  addrtfs:  for ' 

'  That  is  nothing  to  you,  Sir,*  inter- 
rupted I :  <  do  you  but  withdraw  your 
'  prcteofions ;  and  if  it  be  thought  fit 
'  (oftart  op  another  man  for  my  puniik- 

*  fflcnt,  the  blame  will  nor  lie  at  your 
'  door.    You  will  be  entitled  to  my 

*  ihanksj  andmoftheaitily  willl  tliauK 

*  you." 

He  paofed,  and  feemed  a  little  at  a 
loisj  and  I  was  going  to  pve  him  ftill 
iboneerand  more  peribnal  instances  of 
Biy  plain- dealings  when  in  c«ime  my 
nacie  Antony. 

<  So,  niece,  fot— Sitting  in  ftate  like 
'  a  que«n,  giving  audience !    baugbiy 

*  aoaience!-— Mr.  Solmcs,  why  ftand 
'  you  thus  humbly?— Why  this  di- 

*  ftance,  nurn?  I  hope  to  fee  you  upon 

*  1  more  intimate  footing  before  we 
'  ^art.' 

I  aroie,  as  ibon  as  be  entered—and 
^proached  him  with  a  bent  knee :  *  Let 

*  me.  Sir,  reverence  my  uncle,  whom  I 
'  have  not  for  Co  long  time  ieen  ^-— Let 
'  me.  Sir,  befpeak  your  favour  aud 

*  compaifion.' 

*  You  vvill  have  the  favpur  of  every- 
'  body,^^fii«ce^  i^vheo  you  know  haw  to 

*  defer vc It,* 
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<  If  ever  I  daicrvod  it,  I  dderve  it 
now.— I  have  been  hardly  tticd!«— I 
have  made  propofaU  that  ought  to  be 
accepted,  and  luch  as  would  noi  have 
been  ajkedoi  me.  ^Vluit  have  I  done, 
that  1  muft  be  baniibed  and  confined 
thus  difgracefttlly?  That  I  auft  not 
be  allowed  to  have  any  free-will  in  an 
article  that  concerns  my  preicnt  and 
future  happittcfs?* 

*  Mifs  Clary,*  replied  my  uncle, 
you  have  had  your  will  in  every -thing 
till  now}  and  this  makes  your  pare&u 
wills  fit  fo  heavy  upon  you.* 

*  My  will,  Sirl  Be  pleafed  to  allow 
me  to  aik.  What  was  my  will  till  now, 
but  my  father's  will,  and  yours  and 
my  uncle  Harlowe^s  will f— Has  it  not 
bi;en  my  pride  to  obey  and  oblige?— « 
I  never  aflced  a  favour,  that  I  did  not 
firft  fit  down  and  confider,  if  it  were 

fit  to  be  ^ntcd.  And  now,  to  diew 
my  obedience,  havel  not  offered  to  live 
fingle?— Have  I  not  offered  to  diveft 
mylelf  of  my  grandfather^s  bounty, 
and  to  call  myielf  upon  my  father's  | 
and  that  to  be  withdrawn,  whenever 
Idifobligehim?  Why,  dear  good  Sir, 
am  1  to  be  made  unhappy  in  apQint 
fo  concerning  my  happinefs?* 

*  Your  grandfather's  eftate  is  not 
wi/|ied  from  you.  Youarenotdefired 
to  live  a  finele  life.  You  know  9ur 
motives,  and  we  guefs  atjr«ifr/.  And, 
let  me  tell  you,  well  as  we  love  you, 
we  ibould  much  fooner  chufe  to  fol- 
low you  to  the  grave,  than  thatjr0«ri 
Ibould  take  place.* 

*  1  will  engage  never  to  many  any 
man,  without  my  father's  confeot, 
and  yours.  Sir,  and  every-body*s« 
Did  I  ever  give  vou  caufe  to  doubt 
mv  word  ?— Ana  here  I  will  take  the 
IbJemneft  oath  that  can  be  ofiered 
me * 

<  That  is  the  mjatrimonial  opa,*  tfi« 
lerrupted  he,  with  a  big  voic^~<  And 
to  this  gentleman.— It  (hall,  it  Q^ail^ 
couiin  Clai'v!— And  the  more  you 
oppofe  it,  the  y/iiH-^t  it  (hall  be  for 
you.' 

This,  and  before  the  man»who  (eemed 
o  affume  courage  upon  it,  highly  pio* 
voked  ine. 

*  Then,  Sir,  you  Ihall  fooner  follow 
me  to  the  grave  tMdi^J,^-!  wijl  un- 
dergo the  crucleft  death— I  will  even 
cgnlent  to  enter  into  the  awful  vault 
gf  my  anceftors,  and  h.ive  thiit  brick«d 

*  u;)  v;)on  joe^  rather  than  confent  to  be 

*  '  Gg  *ttifcrahle 
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^  iniftrtbleforlife«^An<l,Mr.MfnM,* 
turning  to  him,  *  take  notice  of  what  t 

*  lay:  tbh  or  ^my  death>  I  will  fooncr 
^  vodergo,  [that  will  ouickly  be  oYcr] 
4  than  M  yours,  and  tor  e^ir  unbat>- 
t  py!' 

*  MyvAckwasinaterrihWmgeitpdn 
diis.  He  took  Mr.  Solme«  by  the  hand| 
Aocked  as  ikt  man  ieaned  to  he,  avid 
drew  him  to  the  windowv^*  Don't  be 

<  furprifedy  Mr.  Sblmes,  don^t  be  con- 
1  corned  at  ibit.  We  know,*  and  rap- 
ped out  a  fad  oath,  *  what  women  will 
^  fay  in  their  wrath:  the  wind  is  not 

*  more  l)oifterou8,  nor  more  change- 
^  able;'  and  agsuii  he  fworc  to  that,— • 

*  If  yoti  think  it  worth  your  while  to 

<  wait  for  fuch  an  ungrstteful  girl  as 

*  this,  ril engage  016*11  <vrirf^0Hf;  I*l( 

*  engage  fhtjbaii.*  And  a  thiitl  time 
f  iolenUjr  fwore  to  it. 

'  Then  coming  up  to  me,  (who  hact 
Ibrown  myfelf,  tery  mttch  difordered 
hy  my  vthemente,  into  the  moft  diftant 
window)  as  if  he  would  have  beat  me; 
his  face  violently  working,  his  hands 
Alenched,  and  his  teeth  ftt— •  Yes,  yes, 
^  yes,'  hiflcd  the  poor  gentleman,  <  you 
^  Aail,  you  ihall,  you  ihsll,  coufin 
'  Clary,  be  Mr.  Sol  mes's  wife ^  we  wilt 
'  ice  that  you  Oiall;  and  this  in  one 

<  week  at  fartbei.'—Andthcn  a  fourth 
tin^e  he  Confirmed  it!-^Poor  gentleman ! 
how  he-(worel 

•  I  am  forry,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  to  fee  you 
'  in  Aic^  i  paiTioYi.   All  this,  I  am  but 

*  tOo.fenltble,  i>  owing  to  my  brother's 

*  inftigation^  whownuld  not  himlelf 
^  §^ve  the  inftance  of  duty  that  is  fought 
i  to  be  en^ed^f rom  me.   It  is  beft  for 

*  me  to  withdraw.*  I  Hull  but  provoke 

<  f^n  ftif ther,  I  fear  t  for  although  I 

*  would  gladly  obey  you  if  I  Could,  yet 
^  this  is  a  point  determined  with  me; 
*'  zmd  I  cannot  fo  much  pa  <it<j/^  to  get 

'*  itb#er.' 
-    How  could  I  avoid  making  thefe 
frottg  dcclaraf^ona,  the  man  in  pre- 
§tntt> 

1  was  going  out  at  the  dpor  I  came 
in  at }  the  gentlemen  looking  upon.onc 
another,  aa  if  referring  to  each  other 
what  to  do,  or  whether  Co  engage  my 
ftay,  or  fulfer  me-  to  go  j  and  whom 
ihould  I  meet  at  the  door  but  my  bro- 
ther, ivho  had  heard  all  that  had  pafled! 
'*H»  bolted  upon  me  fo  tmexpe£ledly, 
that  I  was  fu rpri  zed .  He  took  my  hand, 
andgrafped  it  with  violence:  *  Rctnnii 

*  pretty  Mifs/liiidhc;  *«turn;.  if  yg* 


•■  pleafe.  You  Aall  not  y«t  fie  brfckeJ 
«  i(^.-.Your  infligating  brother  IkaU 
«  fave  you  from  that!— O  thou  fallen 

*  angel  1'  faid  he,  peering  up  to  my 
downcaft  face-*.*  fuch  a  fweetnefa  bere! 

*  -<^ild  fuch  an  obftinacy  tbersf*  tap- 
ping  my  neck — *  O  ttmiii'iMiwuMim-*^ 

<  though  fo  young  }^Bui  you.flMll  not 
'have  your  rakci  icmemtoer  fhst|*  in 
ti  loud  wKifper,  ns  iif  he  5*ou|d  b#  de. 
eently  indecent  biffbl^fhdmatf.  *  You 

*  fhall  be  redeemed,  an^th't*^  wdrtby 

*  gentl^nan,'  ratfinjg  lit»^otA,  'iwill 

*  be  fo  good  as  to  redttiA  ^  from 

*  n)in-»and  hereafter  you  M^il  bid's 

*  him,  or  have  reaibn  to  Mefrliin^  ior 

<  his  cdfuU/ceiifimil^  thAtlifaalfe  brutal 
brother's  word ! 

He  had  led  me  up  to  mc^Mr.  Sgloks, 
whofe  hand  he  took,  as  he  held  n^iSe. 
«  Here,,  Sir,'  Ihid  he,  «  Uke  ihc  «ebel 

*  daughter's  hind  j  I  givfc  it  you  n«w : 

*  Iheihall  confirm  the  gift  in  a  i^ek'd 

*  timej  orwillhiive  neither  father,  flK>- 

*  thcr,  nor  uncles,  to  boaft  of/ 
I  fnatched  my  hand  away. 
«Hownow,Miftr 

<  And  how  now.  Sir !«— What  right 

*  havejpfftf  to  diipofe  of  mr  hand?— If 
^.  you  govern  every-bodyejfe,yowfl»all 

*  not  govern  mej  e2J>ecitlly  in  a  point 

*  fo  immediately  relativetonsyftlf,and 

*  in  which  you  neither  have;  nor  ever 

*  ihall  have,  any-thrng  ta  doi* 

1  would  have  broken  f^om^Bi}  but 
he  held  my  hand  too  faft; 

«  Let  me  go,  dirl— Why  am  T  thus 

*  treated?— You  d^fign^  I  doubt  not» 

<  with  your  unmlsmlygripiBgs,  to  hurt 

*  me,  as  you  do:'  but  agam  I  a&oda 

<  Wherefore  is  it  that  I^am  to  be  thus 

*  treated  byj«w^' 

He^toifed  my  hand  'JFrto  him  with  a 
whirif  that  pained  my  irery  flioulder. 
I  wept,  and  held  roy  other  hafid  to  the 
part. 

\  Mr.  Solmes  blamed  brm.  ^  did  my 
uncle. 

He  liad  no  patience,  he  laid,  with 
lirch  a  jf»erverfeoney>  audita  thitik  of  the 
refleiU6ns  upon  bimrelf^  be^oj^  He  en- 
tered. He  had  only  gheti  me  back  the 
hand  J  had  not  deferVed  he  (ho^ld  touch. 
It  was  one  of  my  art*  to  pretend^  to.  be 
pained. 

Mr.  Solmea  faid-,  he  woald  fooner 
give  up  all  his  hopes  of  me,  than  tfiat  t 
ihould  be  tiibd  unkindly:  and  he  of- 
fered to  pleadf  in  nry  beh:ilf  to  thenv 
both  j  aud  applied  hiiiafclf  viridi  a  bow. 
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*  Inmp&Ci  Mt,  Mr«  Soloes/  fmid  !» 
<  to  £h«  mf  firom  niv  brothcr^t  vio> 
'  koce,  I  cannot  wiffli  to  owe  an  olr* 
'  iifttioa  to  a  man  wImIc  ungenerotia 

*  perftvcrMM  it  the  oecaiion  ^  /A* 

*  vtoieace,  asd  of  aU  my  di^pevotUL 
'^  ffitferings*' 

*  How  gcnenwsm  3m,  Mr.  Solmet/ 
faid  Biy  biotliery  «  tv  interpofc  fo  kind* 
'  ly  in  behalf  of  fiicli  ao  immoveable 
'  fpirit!  I  beg  of  jrou  toperfiik  in  four 

*  ^refrl'^^THe  onnatiml  brother 
ctlleditA^^J— <  For  all  our  fami^ 
'  l7>  Afce,  and  for  bfr  lake  too,  if 
'  m  lofe  her,  pediil*-*Let  ut  fave 
'  W,  if  poftbk,  from  ruiatnflr  her- 
'letf.  l4KikatherpcribB!  [Andha 
|aitil  at  mm,  €nim  bod  to  faot»  point- 
ing at  nie,  aa  be  referred  to  Mr.  Solmea]. 

*  Think  of  her  finequalMeai-^AIl  the 
'  world  confcirea  tbeait  and  we  ail  glo« 
^  Tied  in  her  till  now.     She  ia 


^  hnwfl  and,  after  twoor  three  daote 

*  iragglcB,  iwmll  be  yonra,  andtaJbe 

*  ray  word  for  it,  will  reward  j^oorpa- 

*  ticnae.  Talk  not,  therelnre,  ^pr- 
'  iagup  mr  bopdi  for  a  littk  wnig- 
'  iof  imly.    She  baa  entered  vpon« 

i    '  pMde,  whkh  (be  kaowa  not  bow  to 
*^  Willi  a/MUi^moe.    Yon  bam 

*  only  her  pride  and  ber  obtinacy  to 
'  encoanler:  and,  depend  upon  it,  yon 
'  will  be  aa  happy  a  man  in  a  fortnight, 
'  ai  antacried  man/oa  be/ 

Yoa  bar ehaard  ma  lay ,  my  dear,  that 
my  brother  baa  aWvaya  taken  a  liberty 
tojdeft  upon  aur  kjl,  and  upon  ma- 
CfiniQnyf^He  wouhi  not,  if  be  did  not 
tUak  it  ^vt/  to  do  IbS— Joft  aa  poor  Mr. 
Wyerley,  aad  othera,  wliom  we  both 
haoWf  pna^e  and  ridicule  Scripture } 
aad  all  to  evince  their  pretenfionaioihe 
lidowa  talent,  and  to  have  i^ 
that  they  arc  too  wife  to  b^ 


Mr.Solmea,  with  a  felf-iatiafied  air, 
pccfiiaiBtuofudy  £ud,  be  would  fo€er 
cvuy.  Mig,  to  9hiigg  my  funily ,  and  to 
JSftv  met  and  doubted  not  to  be  amply 
nwded,  eoold  be  be  fi»  bappy  aa  to 
laeoead  at  la€. 

*  Mr*  Solmea,*  fiud  h  '  if  you  have 
'  any  n|;afd  for  your  own  bapptnefa, 
'  {mku  ta  out  of  the  «|ueftion  with  you: 
*  yon  have  nee  gentrofity  enough  to 
'  Rnke  iimt  any  part  of  your  fchemc) 
'  profecute  no  mtber  your  midreft,  aa 
'  97  bro^  calls  ft.    Itn  hvLtJi^  to 


^  leli  you,  that  T  cmild  not  kmg  mf 

*  heart  fo  muehiw  to  fkmk  of  ym,aritb« 

*  out  the  tttmoft  di£ipprobation,  i^fkrt 

*  I  waa  ttfed  aa  I  have  been— And  can 

*  ymt  think  I  am  fuch  a  flave,  fucb  a 

*  /ear  flavc,  aa  to  ba  broogbt  m  obange 

*  my  mind  by  tha  violent  uiaga  I  haw 


'  Andyoui  Sir/  Mmingtomybrow 
ther , « if  you  thi  nk  that  mukmtfs  always 
^  indkafea  tsmiatfri  and  that  there  ia 

*  no  magmMimiij^ihomhlti^eri  own 
'  yourfelf  miftakeh  for  once :  for  you 
i  mallbavereaibn  to  judge  from  bence»- 

*  forth,  that  i  geaeraua  mind  ia  not  to 
«  be  forced;  aodtbat<-^— * 

*  No  more,*  faid  the  imperiout  wretch*, 
<  I  charge  you,*  li  fling  up  hit  handaand 
eyea.  Then  turning  to  my  uncle,  'Do 
«  vou  hear,  Sir  ?  Th  la  ia  your  once  lanlt^ 

*  leTaniecel  Tbiaia  yourfavouritet*   * 
Mr.  Solmea  looked  aa  '€  be  knew  not 

what  (0  chink  of  the  matter;  and  bad  f 
been  left  afenewith  him*  I  law  plainly 
I  could  bare  got  rid  of  htm  aafiljr 
enough.  ' 

My  uncle  came  to  me,  look-up  allb 
m  my  face,  and  down  to  my  fcet  s  'And 
f  ia  It  potf  hiethia  can  he  vao  ^  AU  tbia 
^  violence  from  jwa,  Mi»  Clary}' 

«  Yea,  it  i>  noflSble,  Sir-^And,  I  wiU 

*  prefume  to  iay,  this  veheoKiMc  on  my 

*  fide  ia  but  the  natural  confctjueneaof 


the  ufM  I  have  met  with,  and  the 
^  rudenela  I  am  treated  with,  even  i^ 

*  your  prefewee,  by  a  brother,  who  baa 

*  no  more  right  to  controul  me,  than  I 
«  havetocomfmd  bim.* 

'  Tbia  ufiiga,  coufin  Clary,  waa  not 

*  till  all  O0ICV  meant  weit  tried  wttb 

*  you** 

f  Tried!  to  what  end,  6tr?«»Do  I 

*  coiiteod  far  any-thiiig  mof«  (ban  a 
f  niere  negative?  You  aia|r.  Sir,*  [tum»> ' 
^ng  to  Mr.Solmea]  '  f^^fy  you  may, 
<  be  induced  the  rMtker  to  perfevert  thua 
'  ungencrouAy,  aa  the  ufase  I  bavd  met 
'  with  for  your  fdke,  and  wbat  you  have 

*  now  fecn  otfci-ed  to  me  by  my  brot* 
'  ther,  will  Inw  you  what  I  can  bear, 
'  were  my  evil  deiliny  ever  to  make  tne 
«  yoora,' 

'  Lord,  Madam,*  cried  Solttiea,  [aH 
this  time  diftortcd4rtto  twenty  different 
attitudes,  aa  my  brother  and  my  uncle 
were  blefTing  thcmftrlves,  and  (peaking 
only  to  each  other  by  their  eyes,  and  by 
tbeu- working -features;  ]  'Lord,  Ma- 
'  dam,  whataconflrii^ioniithisr 

•  A  fair  conftrufticm.  Sir,'  interrirpt. 
G  g  z  cd 
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td  1 1  *  for  he  that  tin  Tee  a  peifon  whom 

<  hepretends  to  value,  thua  treated,  and 
■*  afiprove  of  it,imift  be  capable  of  treat- 
<*  ingr  her  thut  htmialf.  And  that  yon 
f  da  approve  of  it,  it  evident  by  yovt 

'<  declared  perfcTeranee, when  YOU  kno>v 
«•  lam  connned,  banilhcd,  and  infal^ecf, 

<  in  order  to  malce  me  confent  to  be  what 
«  I  Viever  cam  be.— -And  this,  let  me  tell 

<  yon,  at  I  have  often  told  others,  not 

<  from  motives  of  obftinacy,  but  aver- 

<  iion. 

.  •  Excufe  me,  Sir,'  turning  to  my  un  • 
clc-»-*  To  you,  as  to  my  father's  bro- 

*  thcr,  loweduty.  I  beg  mmt  pardon, 
«  that  I  cannot  obey  you:  but  as  for  mv 

*  brotbirf  heis^if/mybrotber^  helfaall 
«  not  conftrain  me— and,*  [tprntiw  to 
the  unnatural  wretcl>~I  will  call  him 

•  wretch]  *  knit  your  brows,  Sir,  and 

*  frowti  as  you  will,  I  will  alk'you, 
«  Would  y^,  in  my  cafe,  make  the  fa- 

<  crificea lam  willing  to  make,  to  ol>> 
/  tain  every-one^s  favour?  If  notp  what 

<  right  have  you  to  treat  me  thus;  and 

*  to  procure  me  to  be  treated  as  I  have 
f  been  for  fo  Ions  a  time  faaft?* 

.  I  had  put  mylelf  by  this  time  iqto 
great  diforder:  they  were  filent,  and 
ief  med  by  their  looka  to  want  to  talk  to 
one  another,  walking  about  in  violent 
diforders  too,  between  whiles.  I  fat 
down  fannine  mvfelf,  (as  it  bappenecf, 
^gainft  the  glafs)  and  I  eould  perceive 
any  colour  go  and  come;  and  bein^  fick 
■to  the  very  heart,  and  apprehenlive  of 
fainting,  I  rung.        ^ 

Betty  came  in.  I  called  for  a  glafs  of 
crater,  and  drank  it:  but  nobody  mind- 
ed vne.  I  heard  my  brother  pronounce 
thewords,  'Art!  female artl'  toSolmes, 
which)  together  with  the  appreheniiort 
that  he  would  not  be  welcome,  I  fup- 
pofe  kept  bim  back.  Elfe  I  could  fee 
she  man  was  afFefted.  And  (ftill  fear- 
ing I  Should  faint)  I  arofe,  and  taking 
hd<f  of  Betty's  arm,  *  Let  me  hold  by 

*  you,  Betty,'  faid  I :   *  let  me  with- 

<  draw.*  And  moved  Irith  trembling 
feet  towards  the  door,  and  then  turned 
about,and  roadea  curtfcvtomyuncle— 

*  Permit  me,  Sir,'  faid  Ij  *  to  ^ith. 

*  draw.' 

«  Whither  go  you,  niece?'  faid  my 
uncle :  •  we  have  not  done  with  you  yet. 

*  I  charge  you  depart  not.  Mr.  Solints 
'  has  fomethingto  open  to  you.  tliat 
^  wi  U  aftoni(h  you-* And  yon  Jhall  hear 

*  it.' 

•  Only,  Sir,  by  yourleive^  fiir  a  few 


*  minottslnio^theair.  I%HiIfctuni,ff 

*  you  command  it.  I  will  hear  all  that 
'  Iamto#ear;  th'etit«itvbeoyvr«oto 
<  and>^  ao^— You  will  go  wich  tne^ 

*  Bettvr  • 

And  fo,  without  any  fiirther  prohi- 
bition, I  retired  into  the  garden)  •n4 
there,  calling  myfelf  upon  the  lirft  feat, 
and  throwing  Bettv's  apron  over  wnj 
face,  leaning  againft  her  tide,  myhanda 
between  hers,  I  gave  way  to  a  violent 
bnrft  of  grief,  or  paflion,  or  both  %  whicht 
as  it  feemcd,  favedmv  heart froni  break- 
ing, for  I  was  fenfible  of  an  hbmedtate 
refief. 

I  lave  already  given  you  ^einKns 
of  Mri,  Betty's  impertinence.  I  flntf 
not,  therefore,  trouble  you  widi  more  t 
for  the  wench,  n<^ithftahdiag  thia  my 
diftrefs,  took  great  liberties  with  me. 
after  Ihe  faw  me  a  little  recovered,  nnA 
as  F  walked  farther  into  the  gar* 
denj  snfomuch  that  I  was  obliged  th 
iilence  her  by  an  abfolute  prohibition 
of  faying  another  word  tome;  ittdtlieli 
Ae  dropped  behind  me  fuUen  an^ 
gloomy. 

It  was  near  an  hour  before  I  was  feiif 
for  in  again.  The  meflenger  was  my 
coufin  I^Blly  Hervey,  who,  with  sm  ey% 
of  eompaflion  and  refpeft,  (for  Mi  ft 
Hervey  always  loved  me.  and  calla  iMfl 
felf  my  fcholar,  as  you  kaowi)  told  me, 
my  company  was  defired. 
.     Betty  left  ut. 

'  Who  commands  my  atteadaace, 
«  Mifs?'  faidl^*  Have  you  hot  been 

*  in  tears,  my  dear?* 

*  Whocanforbeartean?'(aidihe. 

*  Why,  what  is  the  matter,  coofin 

<  Dolly?— Sore,  nobody  is  entitled  to 

*  weep  in  this  family,  butai#.'' 

*  Yes,  /  am.  Madam,'  £iid  (he,  *  be- 

*  caufe  1  love  you.' 

J  kiflcd'her:  '  And  is  it  forme,  my 

<  fweet  obufm,  that  you  flied  tears  >-«- 
'  There  never  was  love  loft  between  nsi 

*  but  tell  m^,  what  is  defigmad  to  be 

*  done  With  me;  that  I  Eave  thia  kbn} 
'  inftance  of  your  cqmpafiion  former 

*  You  muft  take  no  notice  of  what  J 

*  trli  you.' (aid  rh^  dear  girl:  'bat  my 

*  mamma  has  been  weeping  for  yon, 

<  too,  with  me^  bttt  dorft  not  Jet  any- 

*  body  fee  it:  **  O  my  Dolly!"   faid 

<  my  mamma,  ^*  there  never  waafo  (et  a 
* '  mal  ice  in  roan  as  in  yoor  covfin  James 
«<  Harlowe.  They  will  rain  the  lower 
'<  and  ornament  of  their  family.** 

'.^s  bow,  Mia  Dolly  ?---Oid  Ae 
•  not 
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ffiU  csfkia  herfidff— At  ham,  mj 

*  dear?* 

'  Ymi  Hie  rai4,  Mr.  SolmM  wmild 

*  have  ^ven  up  hit  claim  to  yous  for 

*  he  fatd,  you  hated  htm,  and  diere 

*  were  110  hopes;  and  yoitr aiammawat 
«  wiling  Im  ibould  I  and  to  have  yoa 

*  taken  at  your  word*  to  lenoonoeMr. 
/  I/Mrelace,  and  to  live  fingiet  iQy 
f  iRammawaeforitteos  for  they  beard 

*  all  that  palled  between  yoo  and  uncle 

*  Antony,  and  coufin  Jametf  fiiyinjr» 
'  it  was  impoifible  to  think  of  prevaiU 
.'  ittg  upon  you  to  have  Mr.  Solmea • 
<  Uncle  Harlowe  feemed  in  the  (amo 
/  way  of  thinkinr;  a^  Icaft,  my  mam* 
'  ma  fayt,  he  did  not  fay  aay-thing  to 
^  ^  contrary.  But  yovr  papa  wa» 
'  immoveable,  and  was  ang^  at  your 
f  mamma  and  mine  apon  itt  and  here* 
«  upon  fmir  brother,  jwr  ^'ktt^  and 
f  my  vncle  Antony,  |oiaed  in,  and 

*  fihaaged  chefcene  entirely.  In  ihort, 

*  Awfryty  that  Mr.  Solmet  had  great 
^  m ijici % migigcn  to  him.  Heownedf 

*  that  yo«  were  the  fineft  Tomig  lady 
5  in  Englamiy  ai^d  he  would  be  content 
f  to  be  but  little  Wloved^  if  he  could 

*  mty  after  marriage,  engage  your  heart, 
f  (or  the  iake  of  having  the  honour  to 

*  call  you  bis  but  for  one  twelvemonth 

*  ^I  foppofir  be  would  break  your 
.'  heart  the  hext^-For  he  it  a  cmel- 
'  hearted  man^  I  am  Aire.* 

*  My  friends  may  1>reak  my  heart, 
«  eoB&n  Dolly;  but  Mr.  Solmet  will 

*  never  have  it  in  his  poorer  to  break 

*  \t: 

*.  I  do  not  know  .that,  Mifs :  you 
'  will  have  good  luck  to  avoid  having 
i  htm»  by  what  I  can  iind;  for  my 
f  mammaifaye,  they  are  all  now  of  om 

*  mind,  herfelf  excepted  |  and  Ike  is 
'  forced  to  be  filent,  your  papa  and  bro- 
f  tker  are  both  fo  ootrajBpeous.? 

'  I  am  got  above  minding^my  bro- 
'  thcr,  c^fin  Dolly :  he  is  but  my  bro  - 
'  ther.  But  to  my  Uther  I  owe  duty  and 

*  oboitteiiee,  if  I  could  comply.* 

We  are  apt  to  be  fond  of  any-body 
that  will  fide  with  us,  when  opprefled 
or  provoked.  I  always  loved  my  coufin 
Doliys  botJiow  (he  endeared  herfelf  to 
ma  ten  times  more,  by  her  ibothin^t 
concam  l^r  Aie.  I  aiked  vth^t /ht  would 
do^wers  Ae  in  my  cafe? 

Witfaoat  hefiution  (he  replied.  Have 
Mr.  Lovelace  out-of-hand,  and  take 
up  her  o<wn  eftate,  if  ihe  were  roei  and 
Ihere  would  be  an  end  of  it-<»Ao^Mr* 


ail 

Lovelace,  fte  fiiid»  wu  a  tm  gmdc^ 
man— Mr«  Solmet  wu  sot  worthy  tv 
hukU  hiifktu 

Mifs  Hervcy  told  me  further,  that 
her  mother  was  defired  to  come  to  m^ 
to  fctdi  me  in ;  but  Ihe  exeufed  hvielf • 
I  Ibould  have  all  my  friends,  Ihe  iaid^ 
Ae  believed,  fit  in  judgment  upon  me. 

I  wilh  it  had  been  lb.  But^as  I  hav» 
been  told  fince,  neither  my  father  nor 
my  mother  would  truft  themftlves  with 
feeing  me:  the  one  it  ffems  for  psAimi* 
fakei  my  mother  for  tendw  confidos* 
tions* 

By  this  time  we  entertd  the  honfe« 
Mils  accompanied  me  into  the  parlotnv 
and  left  me,  as  a  peiibn  devoted,  I  theja 
thought. 

Nobody  was  there.  I  fat  down,  and 
had  leifure  to  weep;  reflading  upon 
what  my  coufin  Dolly  had  told  me. 

They  were  all  in  my  iifter*s  parlour 
adjoining  \  for  I  heard  a  confuled  mix* 
tare  of  voices,  fome  louder  thsn  others, 
which  disowned  the  more  compaffienat* 
ing  accents. 

TemtJe  accants  I  conld  diftingui  (h  the 
drowned  ones  to  be.  O  my  dear!  what 
a  hard*hearted  fex  is  the  other!  Chil- 
dren  of  the  fame  pirents ,  how  came  they 
by  their  cruelty  ?— Do  they  get  it  by 
travel  ?•— Do  they  get  it  by  coaveria- 
tion  with  one  another  ?^--Or  how  d* 
they  eet  it?— Vet  my  lifter,  too,  is  aa 
hard-hearted  as  any  of  them.  But  this 
may  be  no  ^ception  neither^  for  Ihe 
has  been  thought  to  be  mafcultoein  licr 
«ir,  and  her  Ipirit.  She  has  then,  per- 
haps, a  foul  of  the  9fber  fex  in  a  body 
of -^«r/.*»-And  fo,  for  the  honour  of  9ar 
0«ini,will  I  jud^e  of  every  woman  for  the 
future,  who,  imitating  theroughermaa* 
ners  of  men,  a6U  unbefeeming  the  gen- 
tlenefs  of  her  own  fex.  ' 

Forgive  me,  my  dear  friend,  for 
breaking  into  my  ftory  by  thele  reHec* 
Cio'ns.  Were  I  rapidly  to  pnrfue  my 
narration,  without  thinking,  without 
reflefting,  I  believe  I  Aiould  hardly  be. 
able  to  keep  in  my  right  mind :  niice 
yehemence  and  paflion  would  then  be 
always  uppermolt ;  but  while  I  tbink  as 
I  write,  i  cool,  and  my  hurry  of  fpiritf 
is  albyed. 

I  believe  I  was  above  a.quarterof  an 
hour  enjoying  my  own  comfort4efs 
contemplations,  befoie  any-body  came 
in  tome$  for  they  leemed  to  be  in  full 
debate.  My  aunt  looked  in  firft,  <  O 
*  my  dear!"  faid  Ihe,  *  are  you  there?' 
'  and 


t3^ 

and  witUbcF  ittftily  t6  ftpprise  them 
•fie. 

And  then  (as  agreed  itpoo  I  ibppofe) 
in  eaifit  my  uncle  Antony,  civditing 
pir,  Solmes  with  the  words,  *  Let  n^ 

•  hiulyoM  i«,  my  dtmffrmdC  having 
liold  of  hit  kanci}  while  thi^  new-niidc 
bca«  •iikvfwdly  followed,  but  nioce 
fdgingly,  as  I  ma^*  fiiy,  fetting  his  feet 
Biineiiighr,  to  arotd  treading  upon  hii 
Reader's  beel|.  Excufe  me,  my  dear, 
this  ftemipg  levity;  bat  thoib  we  do 
Itot  kff  e,  appear  in  every- thing  nngrace- 
ftti  to  us. 

'  I  ftood  up.  My  nnete  looked  very 
furly,'*— •  Sit  down  !*«-fit  down,  girl,' 
^idher^And  drawing  a  chair  near  me» 
he  placed  \i\%  dtar  friend  in  it.  Whether 
lie  would  or  not,  I  having  taken  my  feat. 
And  my  unck  (at  on  tor  other  fide  of 
me.  ^ 

«  Well,  niece,*  takmg  my  hand, 
s  we  fliall  have,  very  Itttie-more  to  fay 
«  to  you  than  we  have  already  faid,  as 
f  tothcfubieathatis  fodiftaftefbl  to 

•  you— Unlcfs,  indeed,  you  have  bet* 
«  ter  confldered  of  the  matter-v-And 

•  firft,  let  me  know  if  you  haver 

•  The  matter  jvrants  no  confidera* 
«  tjon,  Sir.^ 

•  Very  well,  aery  vrell.  Madam  r 
faid  my  uncle,  withdrawing  his  handi 
from  mine  t '  couH  I  ever  have  thought 

•  of  this  from  you?' 

^  For  God's  fidee,  dearcft  Madam,? 
fajd  Mr.  Solmes,  folding  his  hands-<i* 
And  there  he  flopped. 

«  For  God's  fake,  <what,  Sir  ?-^How 
«  came  |dod's  fake,  aiid  your  fake,  I 

•  pray  you,  to  be  the  fame  ?' 

This  filanccd  him*  My  uncle  could 
entf  be  angryi;  and  that  h«  wa#  before.  ^ 

«  Well,  well,  well,  ^lr.  Solmes,? 
faid  my  uncle,  *  no  more  of  fuppiica* 
f  tion.  You  have  not  rm/t^fffr/ enough 
«  to  expe£l  a  woman's  favour.^ 

He  then  was  pleafed'tp  hint  what 
great  things  he  had  deiigned  to  do  for 
nie;  and  that  it  was  otoie  Utr  my  fake, 
after  be  returned  from  the  Indies,  than 
for  the  fake  of  anv  ether  of  the  family, 
ii)at  be  had  refolved  to  live  a  fingJe 
iife.«-<  But  now/  concluded  he,  *  that 

*  the  perverfe  girl  defpifes  all  the  great 
«  things  it  was  once  as  much  in  my 

*  will,  as  it  is  in  ray  power,  todo  for 

*  her,  I  vili  change  my  meafores.' 

I  told  him,  that  I'nioft  fmccrely 
thanked  him  for  all  his  kind  intentions 
to  met  but  that  I  was  willing  to  reiign* 
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all  daim  to  any  ofberxii  bta'/a0pmii% 
than  kind  looks  and  kind  wordt.         ^ 

Ha  looked  about  him  tfais  way  and 
tbat. 

Mr.  Solmes  looked  pitifully  down. 

Bot  both  being  (ilent,  I  waa  ibrry,  I 
added,  that  )  had  too  much  tcaloR  to 
fay  a  very  harfh  thing,  as  I  migbt  be 
fhotight;  whiuh  was.  That  if  he  woold 
but  be  pleafeU  to  convince  my  brother 
and  fjfter,  that  he  was  abCblutely  detei^ 
mined  to  alter  his  generous  pitrpoles 
towards  me,  it  iuig&  poffiblv  procoi% 
mp  better  treatment  from  both,  than  1 
wa^  other  wife  likely  to  have. 

Myimcle  was  very  much  drf^lcsicd. 
But  he  had  not  the  opportunity  to  cz^ 
prafs  his  drfpleaftire,  as  he  feemed  pre* 
paring  to  do;  for  in  came  my  bncber  * 
an  cxoeedinr  great  wrath,  and  cailc4 
me  feveral  vile  names*  His  fvcodt  hi^ 
thcrto,  in  his  devices  agahift  -aie^  %aA 
let  hhn above  keeping evendeoent«Ma« 
fuiw. 

Was  this  my  fpitefol  oonflrsttmif 
\0i  aftml^Was  this  the  interpretattoil 
I  put  upon  his  brotherly  eare  9f  me; 
and  eoseem  hr  me,  in  order  Co  pvensnf 
my  riiinb^  myfelf  ? 

^  It  isf  indeed  it  f/,'  faid  I ;  <  I  knofa 
'  no  other  way  to  account  for  your  lata 

*  bthavioor  to  me:  and  before  y«iir 
'  £ms,  I  repeat  my  re^veft  to  niy  unclet 
'  and  I  will  make  it  to  my  odier  uwkclt 

*  -whenever  i  am  permitted  to  fee*  htm, 
'  that  they  will  confsr  all  thtiriavowt 
'  upon  you,  and  upon  my  fiter}  mid 

<  only  make  me  happy  (it  is  all  I  wiflt 

*  ibri)in  their  ki«d  loofca,  and  kiocl 
'words.'  ' 

How  thty  all  caaed  ubod  one  aao;. 
«herl»«^But  could  i  be  Icls  perempcoro 
before  the  man  ?  ^ 

«  And,  as  to  jwir  care  and  conetn^ 

*  forme,  Sir/  turning  to  my  hnntlierp 

<  onoe  more  I  defire  it  not.  Yoa  '^an^ 
'  temy  brother.    Myfafber««idttio- 

*  tber,  I  blefs  God,  are  both  Kvittg^ 

*  and,  were  they  net^  you  haru  giv«ft 
'  me  abundant  reason  fo  bji  tharyoii' 
'  are  the  very  lalVperlbn  I  would  wtdl 

*  to  have  any  concern  for  me.* 

*  How,  niece  1  And  is  a  bt%tlKr,  aa 
\  turfy  brother,  of  fi>  little  confidera* 
^  tion  wit^  you,  as  this  oonMa  tos 
^  And  ou|^t  he  to  have  no  coiicerH  Ibv 
'  his  fifter°s  honour,  and  tbt  fuoily^a 

honour?' 

*  Afy  honour,  Sir  l<^I<delire  ooae  of 
bis  concern  fipr  tf<at!  It  never  >wa« 

*'   .  *  endangr/e(f 
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^titiingatd  tiU  it  had  h^  iMdefiitd 
*€«a««ral— Poi^vc  iac»   Sir— Bat 

*  whcii  my  brother  knows  how  to  mEt 

*  like  a  6mhcr,  or  behave  like  agtti- 
'  tlcMMii^  he  may  deicrve  more  confi* 
'  dcrahon  from  mc  thaa  it  u  polBble 

*  for  mc  now  to  think  he  does.* 

I  thought  my  brother  wouid  hove 
biit  me  npoA  thitx  b«i  my  uade  ftood 


*  Violent  girl,*  howcrcrhe  calM  me 
-^  Wlio»*Taidhe,'  wottldbaveihotttht 
'koThsr?' 

Tim  was  Mr«  Solmtt  cold,  that  I 
waf  ttwwofihy  of  hia  jMirfQit. 

But  Mf.  Solmts  warmly  took  my 
pattt  hm  covld  dot  bear,  be  faid,  that 
I  teold  botrtattd  fi>fooghty. 

Andlb  very  much  did  be  exert  him- 
ftftf  oo  M%  oecafionjh  and  lb  patiently 
«ii  bta  warmth  veceifed  by  my  bro- 
tber«  tlmt  I  began  m  fufea^l,  that  it 
wa«  a  coMvivance  to.  male  me  think 
mylelf  obliged  to  him^  and  that  this 
mt^  ^iti^pf  be  one  end  of  the  pref- 
ied-for  iotenriew. 

The  very  fiifpieion  of  thia  low  arti- 
liee,  violent  as  I  was  thooght  to  be  be- 
fine,  put  me  ftill  more  out-of  patience; 
and  my  mde  midmy  bmtbtr  again 
pvaiftne  his  wonderfnl  generofity,  and 
hift  itobk  rttmm  of  good  for  evil, 

*  Yoo  are  a  happy  roan,  Mr.  $olmet>* 
laid  I,  «  that  you  can  fo  eafilj  confer 
'  ebligmions  apcm  a  whole  laoHly,  en- 

*  ccpc  upon  one  ungrateful  perfon  of  it, 

*  wboift  vou  feem  to  intend  mg/t  to 
'  Oblige]  bin  whobetag  made  unhappy 
'  by  your  favour,  dcfires  not  to  owe  to 

*  ym  any  proteAion  from  the  violence 
'  of  tt  brother/ 

Then  wae  I  a  rode,  ao  ongratefal, 
and  ttnwortffiy  creaMie* 
<-I  own  tt  all^^All,  ailyou  can  call  . 

*  Wb^  oriHt^  mcf  bmdicr,  do  I  own. 
'  I  ows  my  nnwotthinofc  with  f^gak>d  < 

*  m  tbia  gentleman,    Itakeyoorwerd 

*  lor  M*«biiii^nOv  mefit,  which  1  have 

*  ncithtf  teir«M  nor  inelinntien  to  ex- 
'  amitt»'intor^4»  may  perbape  be  as 

*  gieat  as  your  own^Bot  yet  I  can- 

*  not  ^bimk  him  for  hi*  mediation : 

*  ^firtrilrfao  i^es  not,'  looking  at  my  an- 
ctei  «  fhat  ibis  is  giving  himlolf  a  me- 

*  ril  with  every-boily  at  my  expence  V 
Tfaew  tiirnifig  to  4ny  brother,  who 

ftaned  (brpriced  into  liloise  by  my 
warmtby  *  lmbialib«cknowledge»  Sir, 
'the  iivoor^jriMr  fuptrabandant^ai  e 
''fbl'  me.    But  I  dikharge  you  of  it 5 
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<  at  leaft  while  I  h«ve  the  Juppineft  of 
'  nearer  and  deartr  relations.     You 

*  have  given  me  no  reaion  to  think 
'  better  of  jwtfr  prudence,  thin  of  my 

*  rzv^r.  I  am  independent  of  mo,  Siri 
'  though  I  never  defire  to  be  lo  of  my ' 
'  father;  and  although  I  wiOi  for  the 
'  good  opinion  of  my  nncles,  it  is  all 

*  I  wtOi  for  from  tbemi  and  this,  Sir, 
«  I  repeat,  tg  make  yw  tmd  mj  Mer 

*  tafy:  "^•'^ 
Inlbntly  almoft  came  in  Betty,  in  n 

mat  hurry,  looking  at  me  at  ^te- 
fully,  as  if  Ihe  were  mjJiftert  *  Sir,' 
faid  ihe  m  my  brother,  <  my  mafter  de« 

*  £res  to  fpeak  with  you  this  monmit 

*  at  the  door.* 


He  went  to  that  which  led  into  m 

br>  parloor;  and  this   (entente  L 

heard  thundered  from  the  naouth  of  one 
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who  had  a  right  to  all  my  reverence 
<  Son  James,  lettherehel  be  this  mo. 

*  ment  carried  awHy  to  my  biother*f«- 
'  This  ytry  momcnt-^hc  ihail  not 

*  ftay  one  boor  more  under  my  roof  r 
Itrembled;  Iwna  ready  to  link.  Yet, 

not  knowing  what  I  did>  orlaid^  Iflew 
to  the  door,  and  would  have  opened  it : 
but  my  brother  pulled  it  to,  snd  hel<t 
it  clofe  by  the  key-^*  O  my  papa  l^nn/ 
I  dear  papa  r  (aid  I,  faihng  upon  my 
knees,    at    the   door^<    admit  your 

*  child  to  your  prelenee l-^^Let  me  but 

*  plead  my  eaufe  at  your  fieet !— O  re- 

*  probatenotthvsyouidiarefleddaiigh. 

My  uncle  put  his  handkerchief  m  his 
eyes:  Mr.  Solmes  made  a  Itill  moitr 
grievous  face  than  he  had  before.  But 
my  brother^s  marble  heart  was  un- 
touched. 

*  I  will  not  iir  from  my  kneet,* 
continued  I,  <  without  admiiUon.««^At 
«  this  door  I  beg  it  J— O  let  it  be  the 
'  door  of  mercy!  and  open  it  to  me, 

*  honoured  Sir,  i  befecch  you  )-NBut 

*  this  once,  this  once!  altnough  yoi> 

*  were  afterwards  to  (hut  it  againft  me 

*  forever!' 

The  dor  r  was  cndeavDused  to  be  open* 
ed  on  the  infide,  which  made  my  bro- 
ther let  go  the  key  on  a  fuddem^  mid  I 
preOiag  againft  it,  (all  tl>e  time  mmaia- 
ing  on  my  knees)  Mi  fiat  on  my  face- 
into  the  other  pari  our  ^  however  with- 
out  hurting  m)felf.  But  every-hody^ 
was  cone,  except  Betty,  who  I  foppoier 
waa  the  p^rfon  that  endeavoured  to  opegt 
the  door.  She  helped  to  ratff  me  upl- 
and when  I  wat  on  my  fett,  I.  looked 

round 
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joond  that  ifiartment,  and  feeinff  no- 
body there,  re-entered  the  other, lean- 
ing apon  her;  and  then  threw  myfelf 
into  the  chair  which  I  had  fat  in  before; 
and  my  eyes  overflowed  to  my  great  re - 
Kef:  while  my  uncle  Antony,  my  bro- 
ther, and  Mr.  Solmes,  left  me,  and 
vent  to  my  other  relations. 

What  pafied  among  them,  I  know 
ffot:  but  my  brother  came  in  by  the 
time  I  had  tolerably  recovered  myfelf, 
with  a  fettled  and  haughty  gloom  upon 
bis  brow—*  Your  father  and  mother 
command  you  inftantly  to  prepare  for 
your  uncle  Antony^s^    You  need  not 
be  foHcitouB  about  what  you  (hall  take 
with  you.    You  may  give  Betty  your 
kcya— Take  them,  fiettjr,  if  the  per- 
verfe  one  has  them  about  her,  and 
carry  them  to  her  mother.    She  will 
take  care  to  fend  every- thing  after 
you  that  ^  you  Ihall  wan&— But  ano- 
ther ni^ht  you  will  not  be  permitted 
ta  ftay  in  this  houfe/ 

*  I  don*t  cbuie  to  give  my  keys  to 
any^body,  except  to  my  mother,  and 
into  her  own  hands.  You  fee  how 
much  I  am  difordered.  It  may  coft 
roe  my  life,  to  be  hurried  away  fo 
fuddenly.  I  beg  to  be  indulged  till 
next  Monday  at  leaft.* 

*  That  will  not  be  granted  you. 
So  prepare  for  this  very  night.  And 
give  up  your  keys.  Give  them  to 
»f»  Mifs.  ril  carry  them  to  your 
mother  V 

«  Excufe  me»  brother.  Indeed  I 
won't.' 

*  Indeed  you  muft.  Have  you  any- 
thing you  areafraidihould  be  feen  by 
your  mother  ?* 

<  Not  if  I.  be,  permitted  to  attend 

*  her.' 

♦  I'll  make  a  report  accordingly.' 
He  went  out. 

In  came  Mifs  Dolly  Hervey:  'lam 

*  lorry,  Madam,  to  be  the  meflsnger 
<'  —But  youi-  mamma  in  lifts  upon  your 

*  lending  up  all  the  keys  of  your  cabi- 

*  net,  library,  and  drawers.' 

<  Tell  my  mother,  that  I  yield  them 

*  uptohercommandsi  tell  her,Ia^ake 

*  no  conditions  vnxh  my  mother;  but 
«  if  (he  find  nothine  (he  (hall  difapprove 

*  of,  I  beg  that  (ne  will  permit  me  to 

*  tarry  here  a  few  days  longer.— Try, 

*  my  Dolly;  [the  dear  girl  fobbing 
with  grief  J   *  try,  if  your  gcmleacft 

*  cannot  prcYail  for  u^' 


She  Wept  Hill  ndorf ,  and  ikkf •  *  h  ir 

*  fad,  very  lad,  to  fee  matters  thoa 
«  carried  1* 

She  took  the  key^,  and  wrapped  her 
arms  about  mc|  and  begged  me  to  ex- 
^fe  her  for  her  mefiage;  and  would 
have  faid  more;  but  ^tty's  prdeacc 
awed  her,  at  I  £iw. 

'  Don't  pity  me,  my  dear^'  faid  I« 
'  It  will  be  imputed  to  yoU  as  a  fault. 

*  You  fee  who  is  by.' 

The  infolent  wench  fcomfully  fmil- 
ed:  'Oneyoungladypityinganotberin 
'  things  of  this  nature,  looks  prooailtng 
'  in  the  youngcft  I  muft  nteos  fay.' 

I  bid  her  be  gone  from  my  preface. 

She  would  moft  gladly  go,  (be  laid^ 
were  (he  not  to  ftay  about  me  by  my 
mother's  order. 

It  loon  appeared  for  what  (he  ftaidi 
for  I  offering  to  go  up  ftain  to  ny 
apartment  when  my  couiin  went  from 
me  with  the  keys,  (he  told  flse  (be  waa 
commanded  (tohei:  very  great  regret^  flie 
muft  own)  to  de(xre  me  not  to  go  up  at 
prefent. 

Such  a  bold  face  as  ihe,  I  told  ber, 
ihould  not  hinder  me. 

She  inftantly  rang  the  bell,  and  in  • 
came  my  brother,  meeting  me  at  the 
door. 

*  Return,  return,  Milk— No  going 

*  m>  yet.' 

I  went  in  again,  and  throwing  my* 
felf  upon  the  window-iikat,  wept  bit* 
tcrly. 

Shall  I  give  you  the  particulars  of  a 
ridiculoufly  fpiteful  converlation  chat 
palFed  between  my  brother  and  me,  in- 
the  time  that  he  (with  Betty)  waa  in 
office  to  keep  me  in  the  parlour  while 
my  cloiet  was  fearching  f  — But  I  think 
I  will  not.   It  can  anfwcr  no  good  end. 

I  deiired  (cveral  times,  while  he  ftaid, 
to  have  leave  to  retire  to  mTapartmcat; 
but  was  denied.  The  fearcb,  I  fuppole, 
was  not  over. 

Bella  was  one  of  thole  employed  in 
it.  They  could  not  have  a  more  dili- 
gent fearcher.  How  happy  it  waa  they 
were  difappointed  i 

But  when  my  lifter  could  noc  find 
the  cuMMhjg  cTMtart'j  pi^rs,  J  wm  to 
(bnd  another  viHt  from  Mr.  Sobnes— • 
pi^ceded  now(»y  my  auntHervey,  forcly 
againft  her  will,  X  could  lee  that|  ac- 
companied by  my  uncle  Antony,,  in 
order  to  keep  her  fteady,  I  fuppole. 

£nt  bcinga  liKlf  heavy  (for  it  u  now 
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fift  Hto  In  th«  nlorning)  I  will  lie 
down  in  my  cIoatht»  to  inuulge  the  kind 
fomitoons,  if  it  will  be  indulged. 

THBKS  0*rtOCk»  WtDMEtOAV 
KOAMINO. 

I  COULD  not  fleep— Only  doted 
t4ny  one  half-hour. 
My  aunt  Hervev  accoAed  me  thut-^ 

*  O  my  dear  child,  what  troubles  do 

*  you  give  to  your  parents,  and  to  CTe- 
'  ry-body  1—1  wonder  at  you !' 

*  I  am  forry  for  it,  Madam.* 

«  Sorry  for  it,  child  l-^Pi&y  then  fo 

*  very  obftinate  ?— Come,  fit  down,  my 

*  dear.  I  will  fit  next  you$'  taking 
my  hand. 

My  ancle  placed  Mr.  Sol  met  on  the 
other  fide  of  me:  himfelf  oirer-aeainft 
ne,  almoft  clofe  to  me.  Was  I  not 
finely  befet^  my  dear  ? 

*  Yoorbrotber,  child/ fatd  my  aunt» 

<  is  too  paiBonate — His  teal  for  j^our 

*  welfare  puihes  him  on  a  little  too  tc- 

*  hnnently.* 

*  Very  true,*  faid  my  unclec  *  but 
'  no  more  of  this.  We  would  now  be 
*•  glad  to  fee  if  nfilder  means  will  do 

*  with  you — Though  I   indeed,   they 

*  were  tried  before.' 

I  afkcd  my  aunt,  if  it  were  necefTary, 
Aat  that  gentleman  ihould  be  prefent  > 

'  There  is  a  reafon  that  he  ftiould/ 
bid  my  aunt,  '  as  you  will  hear  by- 

<  and-by.-*But  I  muft  tell  you,  firft, 

*  chat,  thinking  you  was  a  little  too 

*  angrily  treated  by  your  brother,  your 

*  mother  defirrd  me  to  try  what  gentler 

*  means  would  do  upon  a  fpirrt  fo  ge- 
^  serous  as  we  ufed  to  think  yours.' 

*  Nothing  can  be  done,  Madam,  I 

*  mnft  premme  to  fay,  if  this  gentle- 

*  man's  adUrefs  be  the  end.* 

She  looked  upon  my  untie,  who  bit 
his  lip$  and  looked  upon  Mr.  Solmes, 
who  nbbed  his  cheek}  and  Oiakiftg  her 
Ivad,  *  Good^  dear  creature/  faid  (he, 
'  be  calm.    I^t  me  aik  you,  if  Tome- 

*  thing  would  not  have  been  done,  had 

*  you  been  more  gently  ufed,  than  you 

*  Aem  to  think  you  have  been  ?* 

*  No,  Madam,  I  cannot  fay  it  would, 
'  in  this  gentleman's  hvour.     You 

*  know.  Madam— you  know,  Sir,'  19 
■y  uncle,  '  I  ever  valued  royfelf  upon 
'  my  fiacertty:  and  once  indeed  had  t^t 

*  hmnoefs  to  be  valued  for  It/ 

My  ancle  look  Mr.  Solmes  afide.    I 

heard  him  fay,  whifperingly, '  She  muft, 

.  '  fte  iliaU»  ftUl  be  yours,-*- We  11  fee 


<  who^Hcofiqucr,  pirenu  or  child,  tiB. 

*  clet  or  niect.    I  doubt  not  to  be  wit* 

*  neff  to  all  this  being  got  over,  an4 

*  many  a  good-humoufed  jtft  teadc  of 

*  thithiKhphrtntyl' 
J  was  Maitily  vexed. 

*  Though  we  cannot  lind  out/  con- 
tinued he,  *  f^mtgMg/i,  who  puts  her 
'  upon  this  obHinate  behaviour.    It  ia 

not  natural  to  her,  man .  Nor  wbuld 
I  concern  myfelf  Co  much  about  her» 
but  that  I  kpow  what  I  fiiy  to  be 
true,  and  intend  to  do  grcit  things 
for  hen' 

*-  I  will  hourly  pray  for  that  happy 
time,'  whifpered  as  audibly  Mr. 
Solmes.  *  1  never  will  revive  the  re- 
membrance of  what  is  DOW  ib  pain- 
ful to  me.' 

<  Well,  hut,  niece,  I  am  toull  you,* 
faid  my  aunt,  *  that  thejending  up 

your  keys,  without  making  any  con- 
ditions, has  wrought  for  you  what 
nothing  elfe  could  nave  done.  That, 
and  the  not  finding  any- thing  that 
could  eive  them  umbrage,  together 
with  Mr.  Solmes's  interpofition-^' 

*  O  Madam*  let  me  not  owe  an  obli* 
pronto  Mr.  Solmes.  I  cannot  reptf 
It,  except  by  my  tbanJisi  and  ih^g 
only  on  condition  that  he  will  de- 
cline his  fuit.'— To  my  thanks.  Sir/ 

[turning  (0  him]  *  if  you  have  a  heart 
capable  of  humanity,  if  you  have  any 
efteem  for  me  for  my  9wn  Cake,  I  be- 
feech  you  to  entitle  yourfelf  l'«4  be- 
feech  you  do!' 

*  O  Madam,' cried  he,  'believe,  be. 
lieve,  believe  me,  it  is  impoflible. 
While  you  are  fingle,  I  *wUl  hope. 
While  that  hope  is  encouraged  by  fb 
many  worthy  friends,  I  mufi  perfe- 
vere.  I  muft  not  flight /^r««.  Ma- 
dam, becaufe  ^eu  flight  ««r.' 

I  anfwered  him  onlv  with  a  look; 
but  it  was  of  high  difdaln;  and  turn- 
ing from  him— <  But  what-favour,  dear 

Madam,'  [to  my  ^unt]  '  has  the  in- 

ftance  of  duty  you  mention  procured 

me?' 

<  Your  mother  and  Mr.  Solmes/  re- 
plied my  aunt,  <  have  previiil64,  that 

your  requeft  to  ftay  here  till  Mondav  • 
next  fliall  be  granted,  If  yov  wiA 
promife  to  go  chearfuUy  then.* 
'  I/Ct  me  but  chufe  my  own  vineors, 
and  I  will  go  to  my  uacie*t  boufe 
wit!)  pleafure/ 

*  Well,  nlccc,'  faid  my  a^iot,  «  we 
<  m«ft  ware  this  fnb)ea,  I  find*    We 

U  k  •  will 
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*  vA{\  now  proceed  to  another,  which 
«  will  require  your  utrooit  attrition. 

*  |t  will  give  you  the  rcafon  why  Mf. 

<  8okiiei^s>prerence  wrequifite/ 

«  Aye,'  faid  my  uncle,  *  and  fliew 

<  you  what  fort  or  a  man  fomebody  is. 

*  -^Mr.  Solmes,  j>ray  favour  us,  in 

*  the  drdt  place,  wfth  the  letter  you  re- 

*  ceived  from  your  anonymous  nriend/ 

<  I  will,  Sir.'  And  out  he  pulled  a 
letter-cafe,  and,  taking  out  a  letter, 

<  It  is  written  in  anfwer  to  one  fcnt  to 

<  the  perfon.  It  is  luperfcibed,  <«  To 
**  Roger  Selmesy  Efq.'^  It  begins  thus: 
«*  Honoured  Sir!*' 

*  I  beg  your  pardon.  Sir,'  faid  I : 
«  but  what,   bray,    is  the  intent  of 

*  reaK^ng  this  ietter  to  me  ?* 

«  To  let  you  know  what  a  rile  man 
«  yoti  are  thought  to  haye  fct  your  heart 

<  upon,*  (aid  my  uncle,  m  an  audible 
whifper. 

<  If,   Sir,  h  be  fufpeaed,  that  I 

<  have  fet  my  heait  upon  any  other, 

<  why  is  Mr.  Solmes  to  give  himfeif 

*  any  farther  trouble  about  me  ?' 

«  Only  hear,  niece,*  faid  my  auntj 
'  only  hear  what  Mr.  Solmes  has  to 

*  read  and  to  fay  to  you  on  this  head/ 

<  If,  Madam,  Mr.  Solmes  will  be 

*  pleafed  to  declare^  that  he  has  no 

*  view  to  ferve,  no  end  to  promote,  for 
«  himfeif,  I  will  hear  any-thing  he 

*  fliall  read.    But  if  the  contrary,  you 

*  muft  allow  me  to  fay.  That  it  will 

<  abate  with  m^  ar  great  deal  of  the 
«  weight  of  whatever  he  (hall  produce/ 

'  Hear  it  but  read,  niece,*  faid  my 
aunt. 

«  Hear  it  read,*  faid  my  uncle.  *  You 
«  are  fo  ready  to  take  part  with—' 

<  Withany-body,  Sir,  that  is  accuftd 

*  anonymouily,    and    from  interefted 

*  motives.' 

He  began  to  read;  and  there  (eemed 
to  be  a  heavy  load  of  charges  in  this 
letter  againft  the  poor  criminal :  but  I 
ftopped  the  readinj^  of  ir>  and  faid,  <  It 

*  will  not  be  «»y  Suit,  if  this  vilified 

*  man  be  not  as  indifferent  to  me,  as 

*  one  whom  I  never  faw.    If  he  be 

*  otherwife  at  prcfcnt,  which  I  neither 

*  own,  nor-dcny,  it  proceeds  from  the 

*  fIratTge  methods  taken  to  prevent  it. 

*  Do  not  let  one  caufe  unite  him  and 

*  me,  and  we  fhall  not  be  united.  If 
«  my  offer  to  live  fingle  be  accepted,  he 
«  (hall  be  no  more  to  mt  than  /i^r  gea- 
**  llcman.' 


StiU--^  f  rocced,  Mr.  Solmeil— BeiT 
*  it  out,  niece,*  was  my  uncle's  cry- 

*  But  to  what  pwpofe,  Sirt*  fai«l  I— - 
Has  not  Mr.  Solmes  a  view  in  this » 
And,  befides,  can  any-thing  worle 
be  faid  of  Mr.  Loireiacc,  than  I  haTc 
tieard  Hu^fbrieveral  iMonfhapaft?* 

*  But  this,'  faid  my  uncle,  <  and 
what  Mr.  Solmes  can  tell  yon  be- 
fides,  amounts  to  the /u/i!^  ^nss^—* 

*  Was  the  unhappy  man,  then,  to 
freely  treated  in  his  Chara6ier  before, 
rwitbOut  full  proof?  I  befeech  you. 
Sir,  give  me  not'  too  good  an  opinion 
of  Mr.  Lovelace;  as  I  may  have,  if 
ftich  pains  be  taken  to  make  him 
guilty,  by  one  who  means  not  his  re- 
formation by  it;  nor  to  do  good,  if 
I  may  prefnme  to  fay  (6  in  this  cafe, 
to  any^body  but  himfeif.' 

*  I  Ke  very  plainly,  girl,*  faid  my 
uncle,  *  your  prepoffifllon,  your  Ibnd 

prepofiK:{lion,  fortheperlon  of  a  man 
without  morals.' 

*  Indeed,  my  dear,'  faid  my  aunt, 
you*  too  much  juftify  all  our  appr«- 
henfions.  Surprizine!  that  a  young 
creature  of  virtue  and  honour  flMmld 
thus  efteem  a  man  of  a  quite  oppo- 
fitecharafter!' 

'  Dear  Madam,  do  not  conclude 
againft  me  too  haftily.  1  believ* 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  far  from  being  fo 
good  as  he  ought  to  be :  but  if  every 
man's  private  life  were  iearehed  into 
by  pre^diced  people^  fet  on  for  that 
purpofet  I  know  not  whofe  reputa- 
tion would  be  fafe.  I  love  a  virtuous 
charafter,  as  much  in  mvn,  as  in 
woman.  I  think  it  is  requifite,  and 
as  meritorious,  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other.  And,  if  left  to  myfelf^  I 
would  prefer  a  perfon  of  fucb  a  cha- 
rafter  to  royalty  without  it.' 
«  Why  then,'  faid  my  uncle— 
'  G^ve  me  leave,  Sir-^But  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  that  nuny  of  tbuM 
who  have  efcaped  cenfure,  have  not 
merited  applaufe. 

*  Permit  me  to  obferve  farther,  that 
Mr.  Solmes  himfeif  may  not  be  ab- 
folutcly  faultlefs.  I  never  heard  of 
his  virtues.  Some  vices  I  have  beard 
of— Excuieme,  Mr.  Solmes,  I  fpeak 
to  your  face— The  text  about  c^img 
the  firfi  ftone  affords  an  exceUeat 
leffon.* 

He  looked  down$  but  was  filent. 

*  Mr.  LoTelacc  may  haye-vices  jws- 

♦ba*r 
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<  tac  sot.    Yen  nay  tai 

*  which  be  has  not.-*I  fpeak  not  this 

*  todtifaad  him,  or  to  accoie  you.  No 
'  mMi  M  bad»  so  one  it  good,  in  i*uiry» 

*  liimg*    Mr.  Lovetoce,  for  example, 

<  it  iad  to  be  impltcabley  and  to  hate 
'  mjr  fnenda;  that  does  not  make  me 

*  fuve  him  the  more:  but  give  me 

*  leave  to  fily,  that  they  hate  him  at 

*  Boch.    Mr.  8olmet  nas  hit  antipa- 

*  thiet,  likewise  {  ^try  Jlry^  oTHtt^  and 
^  thofe  to  hit  ooca  celaiionsi  which  I 
«  don't  find  to  be  the  other*t  laolt;  for 
«  he  lif  ct  wcli  with  Aij— Yet  he  may 

*  kMt  at  bad  :«*woi  fe,  pardon  me,  be 

*  caanot  have,  in  my  poor  opinion. 
'  For  what  muftbethe  man,  who  batit 

*  Yoo  know  not,  Madam;  1  Alt  in 
'Yon  know  nor,  niece)      >    one 

*  You  know  not,  Clary;*    )  breath. 

*  I  mav  not,  nor  do  I  defire  to  k^ow 
'  Mr.  Soimet^Tealbnt .  1 1  €9t$cfnis  not 
'  me  to  know  them :  but  the  worM, 

*  even  the  impartial  part  of  it,  accufct 

<  him.    If  the  world  it  unjuft  or  raft, 

*  ia  Mf  maa*t  cafe,  why  may  it  not  be 

*  fe  in  tmotber's?  That's  all  I  mean 

*  by  it.    Nor  can  there  be  a  greater 

*  lign  of  want  of  merit,  than  where  a 

*  nian  feeks  to  pull  down  anotber't 

*  charadcr,  in  «rder  to  build  up  hit 

*  own.' 

The  poor  man't  face  wat  all  thit 
lioM  orerfpread  with  confuiion,  twin- 
ed, as  it  were,  and  all  awry,  neither 
auttth  nor  nofe  Aandin&r  ii^the  middle 
af  it.  Hejooked  »z  if  he  were  ready 
to  cry:  and  had  be  been  capable  of  pi- 
^"S  «My  I  had  oertaialy  tried  to  pity 
«ni. 

They  all  thRcgaaed  upon  one  ano- 
ther in  filence. 

My  aooty  I  faw,  (at  leaft  I  thought 
fe)  laokadl  at  if  Aie  would  have  been 
^  fee  might  have  appeared  tc^nppro ve 
«fwfaatlfeid.  Shebut  feebly  blamed 
aie,  when  fl^  fpoke,  for  not  hearing 
aFfaatMr.  Solmet  had  to  fay.  flehim- 
ttf  fetmed  not  now  very  eamett  to  be 
ted.  My  uncle  faid,  There  was  no 
talkiagto.me.  AikI  I  Aould  have  ab- 
felatciy  filemred  both  gentlemen,  had 
aotmy  .brother  come  in  again  to  their 


Thit  wat  the  image  fpeech  he  made 
l^hit  entrance,  bit  eyet^bming  with 
•PgtT}  *  Tbia  ftaAing  girl  has  ftruck 
'  700  all  dumb*  I  perceiTe.«^ei-re** 
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vere,  however,  Mr.  Salmel.  I  have 
heard  every  word  flic  hat  faid :  and* I 
kaow  no  other  aiethod  of  being  even 
with  her,  than,  after  fbe  tt  yourt,  to 
make  her  at  feaftbte  of  your  po^er, 
at  fte  tiow  makoi  yoo  of  her  info- 
lence.* 

«  Fie,   coufm  HarloweV   faid  my 
itint— *  Could  I  have  thought  a  bf^ 
ibtrv90Vi\A  have  faid  thit  to  a  geatle- 
man,  of  %MerV 

*  I  muft  cell  you,  Madam/  faid  ha, 
that  j0a  gire  the  rebel  courage.  You 
yourfelf  feem  to  favour  too  much  lAie 
arrogance  of  her  fex  in  her;  other- 
wife  Ibe  durft'not  have  thus  Hopped 
her  undent  mouth  by  refleAiottt  up- 
on him;  at  well  at  denied  to  hear  a 
jrcntleman  tell  her  the  danger  Ihe  it 
in  from  a  Kbertine,  whofe  proteAiofi, 
at  fhe  bat  plainly  hinted,  ihe  intendt 
to  cUim  againftber  family.' 

<  Stopped  wtf  umcle^s  moutb,  iy  re* 
fieBhttsnfon  him.  Sir!*  faid  I,  *  How 
,can  that  oe !  I^ow  dmre  ^ou  to  make 

fnch  an  application  as  this  1* 
My  aunt  wept  at  his  refleftion  upon 
ber.-^'  Couiin,*  faid  ftie  to  him,  *  if 
ibis  be  the  thanks  I'have  for  my  trou- 
ble, I  have  done:  your  father  would 
not  treat  me  thus— An  J  I  <wili  fay, 
that  the  hint  you  gave  was  an  unbro- 
therly  one.' 

<  Not  more  onbrotherly  than  all  the 
reft  of  hts  conduct  to  me,  of  late. 
Madam,*  faid  I.  '  I  fee  by  thia 
fpecimen  of  his  violence,  how  every- 
body has  been  brought  into  his  mea- 
fiiret.  Had  1  any  the  leaft  apprehen- 
fipn  of  ever  being  in  Mr.  Sol  met*  t 
power,  thit  mtgbt  have  affeJVed  me. 
— ^Ut  you  fee,  Sir,'  to  Mr.  Solmet, 
what  a  conduct  is  thought  necefl*ary 
to  enable  you  to  arrive  at  your  un- 
generous end.  You  fee  how  my 
Drother  courts  for  you !' 

*  I  difclaim  Mr.  Harlowe^t  violence. 
Madam,  with  all  my  foul.  I  will 
never  remind  you—' 

•  Silence,  worthy  Sir!'  faid  I;  «  I 
will  take  care  you  never  fliall  have 
the  opportunity.' 

•  Left  violence,  Clai7,'  faid  my  un- 
:le.— *  Coufin  James,  you  are  as  much 

to  blame  as  your  fifter.' 
In  then  came  my  fifter.  '  Brother,* 
faid  flie,  «  you  kept  not  your  promifr. 
You  are  tbougbt  to  be  to  blame  with- 
in, as  well  at  here.  Were  not  Mr. 
H  h  a  «  Soimet't 
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<  Solmn't  fencrofity  aod  9l&6Uo9  ^ 

<  the  girl  iveli  known,  what  you  have 

*  raid  wpuld  be  inexcufable.    My  fa- 

*  ther  dcfir«t  to  Tpeak  with  you^-^^nd 
'  with  you,  aont— 4md  with  you,  un- 

*  c|e--«and  with  you,  Mr.  Solmctj  if 
«  you  pliafe.' 

Tb^  all  four  withdrew  into  the  next 
apartment. 

I  ftood.  iilent,  as  not  knowing  prc- 
fently  how  to  take  this  intervention  of 
my  iifter's.  But  fhc  left  mc  not  lone 
at  a  ]ofs*-<  6  thou  perverfe  thing/  faid 
flie,  [poking  out  h^r  angrv  face  at  mc, 
when  they  were  all  gone,  nut  fpeaking 
Spitefully  low]-*'  What  trouble  do 

*  you  give  to  us  all!' 

<  You  and  my  brotlier,  Bella,*  faid 
I,   *  give  trouble  to  yourfelvess  yet 

<  neiUier  you  nor  he  have  any  buiincfs 

<  to  concern  yourfelvea  about  me/    . 
She  threw  outibme  fpiteful  expref. 

fions,  ftill  in  a  low  voice,  aa  If  (be  chqle 
not  to  be  heard  without;  and  I  thought 
it  beft  to  oblige  her  to  raifc  her  tone  a 
Kttle,  if  I  could.  If  I  €9M,  did  I 
fay?  Jt  is  cafy  to  make  a  pafBonaf  ^« 
rit  anfwertll  one's  vicw»upon  it. 

$|heaccordingIy  flamed  out  in  a  raifed 
tone:  and  this  brought  my  coufin  DoUy 
in  to  us.  *  Mifa  Harlowe,  your  com- 
^  pany  is  deiired.* 
*  I  wiU  come  prefently,  coufin  Polly.* 
But  again  pn^voking  a  feverity  from 
me  whicn  ihe  could  not  bear,  and  calK 
sng  me  names { in  once  more  came  Dol- 
ly, with  another  meffage,  that  her  corn- 
pany  was  defired. 

<  Not  mine,  I  dovbt,  Mifs  Dolly,* 
faid  I. 

The  fweet-tempcred  girl  burft  out 
into  tiars,  ami  ihook  her  head. 

«  Go  in  before  me,  child,*  faid  Bel« 
la,  ([vexed  to  fee  her  copcem.  for  mt] 
4  virith  thy  Aiarp  face  like  a  new  moon  i 

<  what  dod  thou  crv  for?  Is  it  to  mak« 

<  fhy  keen  face  look  ftill  keener  V 

I  believe  Bella  was  blamed,  too, 
when  (he  went  in  |  for  I  heard  her  fay. 
The  creature  was  fo  provoking,  thm 
yrzt  no  (cc^eping  a  refolution , 

Mr.  Sofmes,  afur  a  little  while, 
came  in  aptn  by  himfelf,  totake  leavt 
pf  me ;  full  ot  fcrapea  and  compli- 
mentS}  but  too  well  tutored  and  encou- 
raged, to  give  me  hope  of  his  dcclin* 
ing  his  fuit. '  He  beeged  me  not  to  im- 
pute tp  him  any  of  the  fevere  things  to 
which  he  Ikmi  b^cQ  a  ibrrowfiU  wi(ac£i, 
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Ikbefought  my  compaflioni  w  litcill* 
edit. 

He  faid,  the  rrfoltwaa,  that  h«  had 
ftili  hopes  given  him;  and  altbongh 
difcouraged  by  me,  be  was  relblved  to 
per  fevere,  while  I  remained  fingle.*^ 
And  fuch  long  and  fuch  painful  fer- 
vicu  he  talked  of,  as  never  before  weie 
heard  of. 

I  told  him  in  the  ftrongeft.  maimer, 
what  he  had  to  truft  to. 

Yet  ftill  he  determined  to^perfift.—    * 
While  I  was  no  man*s  eli«,  be  oiuft 
hope. 

<  WhatrfaidI,  'will  you  ftill  per- 

*  iift,  when  I  declare,  as  I  now  do^ 

*  that   my  affedions  ai-e  engaged?— 

*  And  let  my  brother  make  the  moft  of 

He  knew  my  principles,  and  adored 
.  me  for  them.  He  doubtetl  not,  that  it 
was  in  his  power  to  make  me  happy  i 
and  he  was  fure  I  would  not  want  the 
will  to  be  fo. 

I  aiTured  him,  that  were  I  to  be  ear- 
ned to  my  uncle*s,  it  fliould  anfwer  no 
end;  for  I  would  never  iee  bimj  nor 
receive  a  line  from  him;  nor  hear  a 
word  in  his  favour,  whoever  were  the 
pcrfon  who  fliould  menticm  htm  to  mt. 

He  was  forry  for  it.  He  muft  be 
miferable,  were  J  to  hold  in  that  mind. 


But  he  doubted  not,  that  I  might  be 
induced  I 
change  it. 


induced  by  my  father  and 


L  might 
uactea 


to 


Never,  never,  he  might  depend  npon 
it. 
.  It  wajs  richly  worth  his  patience,  and 
tke  triaK  ^ 

*  At  my  fx/tftffe^^At  tha  price  of 
*  all  my  happmefif  Sir?* 

He  hoped  I  (hould  be  induced  to 
think  otherwife. 

And  then  would  ht  haye  run  into 
his  fortune,  his  fettlemeots,  hie  allee- 
tioa— Vowinff,  that  never  man  loved  a 
woman  with  fo  fincete  a  paflion,  aa  be 
loved  me* 

1  ftopptd  him,  aa  totheflrft  part  of 
bi'a  Speech :  and  to  the  iecond,  of  the 
fincerity  of  his  pafltoo,  *  What  thcD» 

<  Sir,*  laid  I,  *  is  your  love  to  <nie» 
f  who  muft  aftbre   yoo,   that  .never 

<  yQUng  creatuie  looked  upon  osatn 

<  with  a  more  finoere  difap|Kobatson» 
«  than  I  look  upon  you?  And  tellme, 
^  what  aigument  can  you  uige»  that 
«  this  tnu  dedaraiioB  woSftn  not  be«^ 
«  forcbamir 

<Scafelk 
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*  Xkareft  Madan,  what  can  I  fty » 

*  —On  my  knees  I  beg—* 

And  down  the  ungraceful  wretch 
dropped  on  his  knees. 

*  let  oicnet  kneel  in  vain»  Madams 
'  let  me  not  be  thus  defpifcd/— And 
he  looked  OMft  odioofly  forrowful. 

*  I  have  kneeled  too»  Mr.  Solmtt. 

*  Often  bare  I  kneeled:  and  I  will 
*-  kneel  again— Even  to/0«,  Str»  will 

*  I  kneely  if  there  be  fo  much  merit  in 

*  koeeling}  |Mnovided  yon  will  not  be 
'  the  ifflptenient  of  my  cruel  brother*! 
'  nndefenred  perfecution/ 

\  If  all  the  iervices,  even  to  worfliip 
'  you»  during  my  whole  life-* You, 

*  Madam»  invoke  and  expeA  mercyj 

*  yet  ihew  none.' 

*  Am  I  to  be  cruel  to  myfelf,  to  ihew 
<  mercy  to  you !  Take  my  eftate»  Sir, 

*  with  all  ray  heart,  (ioceyou  arefuch 

*  a  favourite  in  this  honfe!— Onlv 

*  leave  mc  mjfelf^The  mercy  yon  aw 

*  for,  do  you  (hew  to  others.** 

*  lif  you  mean  to  my  relations,  Ma- 

*  dam— nnworthyastbeyare,  all  Ihall 

*  be  done  that  you  (hall  prefchbe.* 

«  Who,  If  Sir,  to  find  you  bowels 

*  yon  naturally  have  not?  I  to  purchafe 

*  that  happinefs  by  the  forfeiture  of 

*  mjowMY     What  I  aflc  you  for,  is 

*  mercy  to  myielf:  that,  finceyoti  feem 
^  to  have  Come  power  over  my  relations, 

*  yoo  will  u(e  it  in  my  behalf.     Tell 

*  them,  that  you  fee  I  cannot  conquer 

*  mj  aveHion  to  you:  tell  them,  if  you 

*  arc  a  wife  roan,  that  you  too  much 

*  value  your  own  happinefs,  to  rifque 

*  it  againll  fucb  a  determined  antipa- 
^  tfays  tell  them,  that  I  am  unworthy 

*  of  your  oflTers;  and  that,  in  mercy  to 

*  yourfelf,  as  well  as  to  me,  you  will 

*  not  proiecnte  a  fuit  fo  impoffible  to  be 


<  I  will  riinue  all  conCetjuences,' faid 
the  fell  wretch,  riiing,  with  a  counte- 
lanoe  whitened  over,  as  if  with  malice, 
bis  hollow  eyes  flafliing  fire,  and  biting 
his  onder-lipt  to  Ihew  he  could  he  man" 
kf.  <  Your  hatred.  Madam,  Ihall  bo^ 
'*no objeAion  with  me:  and  I  doubt 

*  not  in  a  few  days  to  have  it  in  my 

*  pnwerto  (bew  you«— * 

'  Ym\KK9t  it  in  yoor  power,  Siiw.* 
He  came  well  off— -<  Ta  fiew  y$u 

*  more  veno-ofity,  than,  noble  as  you 

*  are  (ail  toheto  others,  you  Ihew  to  me.  * 
The  man's  face  became  his  anger:  it 

iRittf  formed  to  exprefs  the  paffion. 
.'V^Etthttinftaoti  ^fpixk  came  in  mf 


bmhei^i^  Sifter,  fiKer,  lifter/  fa'id  he, 
with  his  teeth  let,  *  a6i  on  the  terma- 
gant pan  you  have  fo  newl v"  aftumed 
— Moft  wonderfully  well  does  it  be- 
come you .   1 1  is  but  a  ftiort one,  how* 
ever.  Tyrannefs  in  your  turn,  acculb 
others  of  your  own  guilt — But  leave 
her,  leave  her,  Mr.  Solmes :  her  tinie 
islhort.    Youil  find  her  humble  anft 
mortified  enough  very  quickly.  Then, 
how  like  a  little  tame  fool  will  Ihe 
look,  with  her  confcisnce  upbraiding 
her,  ami  begging  of  you  [with  a 
whining  voice,  the  barbarous  brother 
ipoke]  *  to  forgive  and  forget  l* 

More  he  faid,  as  he  flew  out,  with  a 
glowing  face,  unon  Shorey's  coming ia 
|o  recalhim  on  his  violence. 

I  removed  from  chair  to  chair,  eae- 
cefiively  frighted  imd  difturbed  at  thia 
brutal  treatment. 

The  man  attempted  to  excufe  him- 
felf,  as  being  fon*y  for  my  brother*^ 
palfion. 

*  Leave  me,  leave  me.  Sir,*  fanning 
«  —or  I  fliall  faint.'  And  indeed  t 
thought  I  Ihould. 

He  recommended  himfelf  to  my  fa- 
vour  with  an  air  of  aflnrance;  aug« 
mented,  as  I  thought,  by  a  dtftrefs  lb 
vifiblc  in  mt\  for  he  even  fnatched  my 
trembling,  my  ftruggl ing hand} and ra- 
viflifd  it  to  his  odious  mouth. 

I  flung  from  him  with  high  difdain: 
and  he  withdrew,  bowing  and  cring- 
ing; fdf-gratified,  .ind  enjoying,  as  I 
thought,  the  confufion  he  law  me  in. 

The  wretch  is  now,  methinks,  before 
me  J  and  now  I  fee  him  aukwardly  find- 
ing backward,  as  he  retired,  till  the 
edge  of  tEe  opened  door,  which  he  ran 
againfi,  remembered  him  to  turn  Lis 
welcome  back  upon  me. 

Upon  his  withdrawing,  Betty  brougltt 
me  word,  that  I  was  permitted  to  go 
up  to  my  own  chamber:  and  was  bid 
to  confider  of  every  thine:  for  my  time 
was  Ihort.  Nevej  thelels,  Ihe  believed 
I  might  be  permitted  to  fiay  till  Satur- 
day. 

She  tells  me,  that  although  my  bro- 
ther and  fifter  were  blamed  for  being 
fo  bafy  with  me,  yet  when  they  made 
tbtir  report,  and  my  uncle  Antony  bis^ 
of  py  provocations,  they  weie  all  more 
determined  than  ever  in  Mr.  Solmes'a 
favour. 

The  wretch  himleif,  flie  tel(s  me,^ 
pretends  to  be  more  in  love  with  me 
Ihan  heCBCTj  an4tQ  be  rather  delighted 

than 
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.tbao  difcouraged  with  the  coiMrerfetion 
that  ^fled  between  us.  Heranon,  flie 
ia^8,  in  rapttlres,  about  the  greet  whcre- 
JHTith  I  (hoold  dignify  his  board  j  «nd 
ihe.  like  Con  c£  ftuflF,  either  of  hit  fay- 
jogy  or  of  ber  making. 

She  cloied  all  with  a  *•  How  U  your 
lime,  Mifs,  to  fubmtt  with  a  grace, 
and  to  make  your  ownr  tcFina  with 
him:— clfc>  I  can  tell  you,  were  I 
Mr.  Solmes,  it  Should  be  worfe  for 
you  I  and  who,  MiCs^of  our  ^x^*  pro- 
^ceeded  the  faucy  creature,  *  oiDuid  ad- 
mite  a  rakiih  gentteman,  when  (he 
might  -be  admired  -by  a  fober  one  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter?* 
She  made  this  further  ^>ecch  to  me 
on  quitting  my  cIiambei-<«-*^  You  have 
'  had4MVtf%i»'^  good  luck,  Mifs,!  muft 
tell  you,  to  keepyoor  writings  con- 
cealed fo  cunningly.  You  mult  needa 
think  I-know  that  you  are  always  at 
your  pen:  and  as  you  endt;avour  to 
hide  that  knowledge  from  n»e,  I  do 
not  thruk  myfelf  obliged  to  keep  your 
iecret.  '  But  Flovc  not  to  aggravate. 
I  had  rather  reconcile  by  much. 
Peace-making  is  my  talent,  and  ever 
W41S.  And  had  I  been  as  mnch  your 
foe,  as  you  imagine,  you  had  not 
perhaps  been  here  now.  But  this, 
however,  I  do  not  fay  to  make  a  me- 
rit with  you,  Mils:  for,  truly,  it  will 
be  the  better  for  you  the  fooncrevei-y- 
thing  is  over  with  you.  And  better 
for  me,  and  for  cvery-oncelfe;  that's 
certain.  Yet  one  hint  I  rouft  con- 
clude with ;  that  your  pen  and  ink 
(foon  as  you  are  to  go  away)  will 
iiot  be  long  in  your  power,  1  do  af- 
fureyou,  Mifs.  And  then,  having  loft 
/i^amnfement,  it  will  be  fcen,  how 
a  mind  fo  a£tive  as  yours  will  be  able 
to  employ  itfclf.' 
This  hint  alarms  me  fo  much,  that 
)  (hall  inftamly  begin  to  conceal,  in 
different  places,  pens,  ink,  and  paper; 
find  to  depofit  fome  in  the  ivy  fummer- 
Jioufe,  if  I  can  find  a  fafe  plaoe  there  $ 
|ind,  at  the  worft,  I  have  got  a  pencil  of 
l>lack,  and  another  of  red-iead,  which 
)  ufe  in  my  drawings;  and  my  patterns 
Ihall  ferve  for  paper,  if  I  have  no  other. 
How  lucky  it  was,  that  I  had  |[Ot 
nway  my  papers  t  They  made  a  ilnft 
iearch  £ur  themj  that  I  can  fee,  by  the 
diforderly  manner  they  have  left  all  mv 
things  in:  for  you  know  that  I  amfucn 
lan  ^icFver  of  method,  that  i  can  gp 
|o  ft  bit  of  iifabandyjor  ^r^'or^d^ingi 


bliodFoUL  The  fame  lo  wn  hooks  } 
which  they  have  ftrangely  oiftidefcd 
and  flnifmatohcd;  to  look  bMndihtm^ 
and  ix  fome  of  tbem,  I  fuppofe.  h4f 
doaths  loo  are  rumpled  not  a  little. 
Mo  place  faas«fcaped  tfaem«  To  your 
hint,  I  thank  you,  are  they  iadebted 
Ibr  their  difap^ntment* 

Thfc  pen,  through  beavinefs  aad  fa- 
dgue,  dj'opped  out  of  tny  fingers^  at 
the  word  imdebied,  I  re&imed  k,  to 
iinrfli  tbeicntence^andltoteH  you,  that 
I  am<,  y9ur  fmr^^^er  uMigid  ami  af^c^ 
tionatg 

Cl.Harlowe. 


BETTER    XXXIV. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWfi,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 


WCDNffSDAY,  ILBVCN  oVl.eCX» 

AraiL  5. 

IMiift  write  as  I  have  opDorttmify; 
making  ufe  of  ray  concealed  llocva: 
for  my  pens  and  ink  (all  of  each  chat 
they  covld  find)  are  taken  from  me^aa 
1  ffaall  tell  yoa  m<H*e  particularly  by- 
and-by. 

About  an  hour  ago,  I  depofod  my 
long  letter  to  you;  as  alfo,  in  the  uAiai 
place,  a  billet  to  Mr.  Lovelace^  left 
nis  impatience  (hould  put  him  upon 
fome  rafiinefs  \  fignifying,  in  foor  HneSy 
that  the  interview  was  over;  and  that  I 
hoped  ray  fteady  refufal  of  Mr.  Sol  met 
¥rould  diicoorage  any  further  applica- 
tions to  me  in  his  favour. 

Although  I  was  unable  (through  the 
fatigue  I  had  undergone,  and  by  rea- 
fon  of  fitting  up  all  night,  to  write  to 
you;  which  made  me  lie  longer  than  or- 
dinary this  nMining)  to  depofit  ay  let- 
ter to  you  fooner;  yet  I  hope  yoa  wtH 
have  it  in  iuch  good  time,  as  that  yoo 
will  be  ab)e  to  lend  roe  an  anfwer  to  it 
this  iu§^t,  or  in  the  moraiag  early  ^ 
which,  if  ever  fo  Ihort,  tvi!!  inforai 
.me,  whether  I  may  depend  «poB  yoor 
fnother's  indQlgcnoe  or  not.  Thiatt 
behoves  me  to  know  aa  loon  aa  poffiblr  $ 
for  they  aae  vefblved  to  bnnj  oae  away 
t»a  Saturday  next  at  fartheftf  perinpt 
to-morrow. 

t  will  notw  inform  ^rou  of  all  th«t 
happened  previooato  their  takii^  anpray 
my  pen  imd  ink,  aa  wall  aa  of  tir 
namcria  wbicb  thgt  A  of  vioknce 
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vis'cmiinitteds  and  this  a»  briefly  at 
lean. 

My  amit,  wbo  (as  wdl  as  Mr. 
Solmes,ancl  my  two  inicles)  lives  here, 
Itbtnk,  came  vtp  t»  me,  and  faid»  She 
wavid  fain  bavc  me  hear  what  Mr. 
Solrnes  had  to  iay  of  Mr.  Lovelace— 
Oaly  chat  I  might  be  a|)prised  of  rome 
tbii^t,  that  woald  convince  me  what  a 
fite^man  he  h,  and  what  a  wretched 
ksiband  he  muft  aaake.  I  might  sive 
than  what  degree  of  crsdit  I  pleated; 
and  take  them  with  abatement  for  Mr. 
Solmes's  tntcreftednefs,  if  I  thought  fit. 
Eut  it  might  be  atf  ufe  to  me,  were  it 
kflttd  queftioa  Mr.  Lovelace  indireftly 
1MB  fome  of  them,  that  related  to  xvf - 

I  was  indiiPerent,  I  fnd,  about 
what  he  conld  fay  of  mej  as  T  was 
ftue  it  conld  not  be  to  my  difadvan- 
tage*,  and  as  he  had  no  reafbn  to  tmpiite 
ttmethe  forwardncfs  which  my  un- 
ktiui  friends  had  fo  caiHefefsly  taxed  me 

'    SRtb. 

She  laid,  Thar  he  gave  hImlUf  high 
ain  on  account  of  his  family^  and  fpoke 
ai  defpicably  of  ours  as  it  an  alliance 
villi  arw^  beneath  him. 

I  replied.  That  he  was  a  very  un- 
woithy  man,  if  k  were  tme,  to  Ipeak 
I  iiig^tingly  of  a  family,  which  was  as 
I  pnd  as  has  own,  'bating  that  it  was 
DOC  allied  to  the  peerage :  that  the  dig- 
I  lity  itftftf,  I  thought,  conveyed  more 
\  flnoiethan  honour  to  defeendamts,  wlo 
;  had  got  merit  to  adorn,  as  well  a^  to 
i  be  adorned  by  k:  that  my  brother's 
i  abfofd  pride,  indeed^  which  made  him 
j  mry-whcre  declare,  he  would  never 
I  marry  but  to  quOHtf^  gave  a  drfgnice- 
I  fsl  pnfoence  againfr  ours:  hut  that 
were  I  to  be  amnied,  that  Mr  Love- 
hcc  was  capable  of  fa  mean  a  pride 
as  to  tnfiilt  us,  or  value  himfetf  on 
fscb  in  accidental  advantage,  I  fhould 
think  as  defpicably  of  bis  ienfe^  as 
mnfbody  eife  did  of  his  morals. 

She  infifted  upon  it,  that  be  had  taken 
iiidi  Kbcftiesf  and  offered  to  give  (bme 
iiimces,  which,  flie  £iid,  wonU  fiir- 
ipraeiae. 

lanfacredy  That  were  it  ever  focer* 
tab  that  Mr.  Lovelace  had  takenYuck 
iibenics,  it  would  be  but  conmwn  jufticc 
(fe  mock  hated  as  he  was  by  all  otr  fa- 
mily, and  fo  much  inveighed  againft  ki 
>U  eompcni^s  by  tiiim>  to  ^nqoire  into 
t^Ftorocatiouhe  hail  i»  %  what  was 


imputed  to  him;  and  whether  the  value - 
fomeof  my  friends  put  upon  the  riches' 
they  poflefs,  (throwing  perhaps  con- 
tempt upon  every  other  advantage,  a^ 
even  diicrediting  their  ptvft  pretenfions 
to  femily,  in  order  to  depreciate  bis) 
might  iu>t  provoke  him  to  like  con- 
tempts. *  Upon  the  whole.  Madam/ 
faid  I,  <  can  you  fay,  that  the  invete-  ^ 

*  racy  lies  not  as  much  on  our  fide,  as 

*  on  hij  ?    Can  he  fay  any-thing  of  ur 

*  more  iTifrefpe6lful  than  tos  lay  of 

<  bim  /'—And  as  to  the  fug^ftion,  fo 
'  often  repeated,  that  he  will  make  a- 

*  bad  huAand,  is  it  poifible  for  hint  to- 
'  ufe  a  wife  worfe  than  I  am  niedj  par- 

*  ticularly  by  my  brother  and  fifter?* 

*  Ah,  niece  I    ah,  my  dear!   hosr 

<  fiimly  has  this  wieked^man  attached' 

*  you!' 

*  Perhaps  not.  Madam.    Buticafly 
'  great  care  fliouid  be  taken  by  fathers 

<  and  mothers,  when  they  would  have 

*  their  daughters  of  tbsir  minds  in 

<  thefe  porttcttlars,  not  to  itty  things 

*  that  ihall  neceiEiate  the  child,  in  ho- 
*•  nour  and  generofity,  to  take  part  with 

<  the  man   her  friends  are  averfe  to. 

*  But,  waving  all  this,  as  I  have  of- 

*  fcred  to  renounce  him  for  ever,  I  fee 

<  not  why  he  fliould  be  mentioned  to 

*  me,  aor  why  I  fliouId  be  wiihed  ta 

<  hear  any-thing  about  him.' 
'  Well,  but  mil,  my  dear,  there  can 

*  be  no  barm  to  let  Mr.  Solnies  tell 

<  you  what  Mr.  Lovelace  has  iatd  of 

*  you.     Severely  as  yon  have  treated' 

*  Mr.  Solmes,  he  is  fond  of  attending 

<  yoii  once  morej  he  begs  to  be  heard 

*  on  this  head.* 

*  If  it  be  proper  for  me  to  bear  it, 

<  Madam— ^ 

*  It  iti  eagerly tntem^ed  (he,  'very 
«  J^oper.' 

<  Has  what  be  has  faid  of  me.  Ma* 

*  dam,eo»vinoed^aMofMr.Lovelace> 
«  hafcncfs?' 

*  It  has,  my  dear:   and  that  yov 

*  ought  to  abhor  him  for  it.* 
«  Then,  dear  Madam,  be  pleafed  to 

*  let  me  bear  it  fromjwafr  mouth:  there 

<  ie  no  need  that  I  ihould  fee  Mr. 

*  Solmes,  when  it  will  have  double  the 
'  weight  from  jroau  What,  Madam^ 
'  has  the  roan  dand  to  fay  of  mu?* 

My  aunt  was.  quite  at  a  lofii. 

At  laflv  '  Well,'  (aid  flie,  <  ]  fee  hoi;^ 

*  Tou  are  attached.    I  am  ibrry  for  it» 

*  Mi&.    For  I  do  aiibre  yoi},  it  will 
•  fignify 
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fignify  nothing.  You  muft  be  Mrs. 
Solmes;  and  that  in  a  very  fevr  days/ 

*  If  confent  of  heart,  and  alfent  of 
voice,  be  neceflfary  to  a  marriage,  I 
am  fure  I  never  can,  nor  ever  will,  be^ 
married  to  Mr.  SolineS.  Arid  what 
writ  any  of  my  relations  be  anfwer- 
ablc  for,  if  they  force  my  hand  into 
his,  and  hold  it  there  till  the  lervice 
be  read;  I  perhaps  infenfible,  and  in 
fits,  all  the  time!' 

*  Whataromantickpiftdreofa  forced 
marriage  have  you  drawn,  niece!  Some 
people  would  Jay,  you  have  given  a 
fine  defcription  of  your  own  obfti- 
nacy,  child.' 

*  My  brother  and  fifter  would  t  but 
you,.  Madam,  diftinguilh,  I  am  fure, 
between  obftinacy  and  averiion/ 

*  Sufpofed  averfion  may  owe  it*s  rite 
to  real  obftinacy,  my  dear/ 

*  I  know  my  own  heart.  Madam.  I 
wifli^tfjf  did/ 

<  Well,  but  fee  Mr.  Solmes  once 
more,  niece.  It  will  oblige,  and  make 
for  "you,  moie  than  vouimaffine/ 

^  What  fliould  I  (ee  him  tor.  Ma- 
dam ^^Is  the  man  fond  of  hearing 
me  declare  my  averfion  to  bim  ?— >Is 
he  defirous  of  having  me  more  and 
more  incenfe  my  friends  againll  my- 
felfl-^O  my  cunning,  my  ambitious 
brother r 

«  Ah,  my  dear!*— with  a  look  of  pity, 
3i5  if  ihe  underftood  the  meaning  of  my 
excFamation-*'  But  muft  that  necef- 

*  farily  be  the  caie  ?' 

'  *  It  muft.  Madam,  if  they  will  take 

*  offence  at  me  for  declaring  my  ftedfaft 

*  deteftation  of  Mr.  Solmes,  as  a  huf- 
«  band.' 

<  Mi:.  Solmes  is  to  be  pitied,'  faid 
(he.    *  He  adores  you.     He  longs  to 

*  fee  you  once  more.     He  loves  you  the 

*  better  for  your  cruel  tifage  of  him 

*  yefterday.    He  is  in  raptures  about 

*  you.' 

<  Ugly  creature,*  thought  I,  <  he  in 

*  raptures r 

'  What  a  cruel  wretch  muft  he  be,' 
faid  I,  *  who  can  enjoy  the  diftrcfs  to 

*  which  he  fo  largely  contributes!— 
<  But  I  fee,  I  fee.  Madam,  that  I  am 

*  confidered  as  an  animal  to  be  baited, 

*  to  make  fport  for  my  brother  and  fif- 

*  ter,  and  Mr.  Solmes.    They  are  all, 

*  all  of  them,  wanton  in  their  cruelty. 

*  — -/,  Madam,  fee  the  man !— the  manr 

*  fo  incapable  of  pity  j««>Iadeed  I  will 
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notieehim,  if  I  can  help  it.«*4ff* 
deed  I  will  not.' 

«  What  ai  conftru6UoB  does  your 
lively  wit  put  upon  the  admiration 
Mr.  Solmes  exprefles  of  you }— Paf- 
fionate  as  you  were  yefterday,  and 
contemptuoufly  as  you  treated  bim, 
he  doats  upon  you  for  the  very  (eve« 
rity  by  which  he  fuffers.  He  is  not 
fo  ungeneroits  a  man  as  you  think 
him:  nor  has  bean  unfeeling  heart.—* 
Let  me  prevail  upon  you,  my  dear, 
(asyour^ii/i&rrand  mother ^x^^xioi 
you)  to  fee  bim  once  more,  and  hear 
what  he  has  to  (ay  to  you.* 

<  HoxHf  can  I  confent  to  fee  him  again, 
when  yefterday's  interview  was  in- 
terpreted by  yoQ,  Madam,  as  well  as 
by  every  othet-,  as  an  encouragement 
to  him  f  When  I  myfelf  declared^, 
that  if  I  faw  him  ^fecond  time  by  my 
own  confent,  it  might  be  fo  taken  f 
And  when  I  am  determined  never  to 
encourage  bim  }* 

*  You  might  (pafe  your  reflexions 
upon  me,  Mifs.    I  nave  no  thanks 
either  from  one  (ide  or  the  other.* 
And  away  (he  flung. 

«  Deareft  Madam  T  faid  I,  follow. 
ng  her  to  the  door-^ 

But  file  would  not  hear  me  further} 
ind  her  fudden  breaking  from  me  oc- 
aftoned  a  hnriy  to  fome  mean  liftenerf 
as  the  (lipping  of  a  foot  from  the  land- 
place  on  the  ftaira  difcovered  to  mc* 
had  fcarcely  recovered  myfelf  from 
this  attack,   when  up  came   Betty—* 
'  Mifs/  faid  (he,  <  your  company  it 
defired  below-ftairs  in  your  own  par- 
lour/ 

*  By  whom,  Betty?* 

*  How  can  I  tell,  Mifs  ?— Perhaps 
by  your  fifter,  oerhaps  by  your  bro- 
ther—I know  they  won't  come  up- 
(faiirs  to  your  apartment  again/ 

*  Is  Mr.  Solmes  gone,  Betty?* 

*  I  believe  he  is,  Mifs — Would  yoo 
*  have  him  fent  for  back?'  faid  the  b  jld 
creature., 

Down  I  went  I  and  to  whom  (houid 
I  be  fent  for,  but  to  my  brother  and 
Mr.  Solmes?  The  latter  ftandinff  faeak- 
ing  behind  the  door,  fo  that  I  law  hin 
not,  till  I  was  mockingly  led  by  the 
band  into  the  room  by  my  brother. 
And  then  I  ftarted  as  if  I  bad  beheld 
a  ghoft. 

*  You  are  to  fit  down,  Clary«* 
<  And  what  then,  brother  ?*    ' 

«  Why 
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*  X^y  then,  yoo  are  to  ptit  off  that 

*  fcomful  look,  and  hear  wlmt  Mr. 

*  Solmes  has  to  fay  to  yoa.* 
'  Sent  for  down  to  be  baited  again?* 

thought  r. 

'  MaJam/  ibid  Mr.  Solmes,  as  if 
in  hafte  to  fpeak,  left  he  fhotild  not  have 
in  opportuaity  given  him,  [and  indeed 
lie  judged  right]  *  Mr.  Lovelace  is  a 

*  declared  mwhriage  hattry  and  has  a 

*  defign  upon  your  honour,  if  ever—' 

*  Bafeaccofer!'  faid  I,  rna  paHion, 
iiiarcbing  my  hand  from  my  brother, 
srho  was  infolently  motioning  to  give 
it  to  Mr.  Solmes;  *  he  has  not  I— he 

i        •  dares  not!— Bor^9«  have,  ifendea- 
i        *  vouring  to  force  a  iiree  mind  be  to 

*  dishonour  it!* 

*  O  thou  violent  ereature!"  faid  my 
brother—*  But  not  gone  yet!^— for  1 

I       was  rufliing  away. 

*  What  mean  yoo,  Sir/  [ftruggling 
vehemently  to  get  away]  «  to  detain 

*  me  thus  againft  my  will  V 

*  Yoo  tkall  not  go,  Violence;^  clafp- 
•ing  his  nnbrotherly  arms  about  me. 

j  *  Then  let  not  Mr.  Solmes  ftay.— 

'       •  Why  hold  you  mt  thus  ?  He  (hall 
'       '  not  for  ymr  onvn  fake,  if  I  can  help 

*  it,  fee  hiow  barbaronfty  a  brother  can 

*  treat  a  fifter  who  deferves  not  evil 

*  treatment.* 

And  I  ftruggled  (b  vehemently  to 
gee  from  him,  that  he  was  forced  to 
quit  my  hand)  which  he  did  with  thefe 
wonis— •  Be  ffone  then,  Fqry!— How 
I  '  ftrong  is  wiJ]!— There  is  no  holding 
•her.' 

And  up  I  flew  to  my  chamber,  and 
locked-  myfelf  in,  trembling,  and  out 
of  breath. 

In  leis  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  up 
came  Betty.  I  let  her  in  upon  her 
tapping,  and  a(kin^  (half  out  of 
breath  too)  for  admittance. 

*  Tba  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us »' 
fiud  flie.— *  What  a  confufion  of  a  houfe 

*  iathts!  rhurryingupand  down,  fan- 
ning herfeif  with  her  handkerchief] 
'  Such  angry  mafters  and  miftrefles  1— 
'  Suehanobftinateyoung  lady  (—-Such 
'  an  humble  lover  !-^uch  enraged  un- 

*  ties  I — )Sttch—0  dear '--dear!  What 

*  a  fiopfy-turvy  boufe  is  this  I— And  all 

*  for  what,  trow  ?— Only  bccaufe  a 
'  young  lady  ma^  be  happy,  and  will 
•'««/^~Only  becaufe  a  young  lady 
'  wtf  has«  a  hulband,  and  will  not 

*  kaveahnftand?  What  burly- burtiq? 


'  are  here,  where  all  ufed  to  be  peace 

<  andquietnefs!* 

Thus  (tit  ran  on  to  hetfctf;  while  I 
fat  as  patiently  as  I  could  (being  af- 
fured  that  her  en-and  was  not  Jeiigned 
to  be  a  welcome  one  to  me)  to  obferve 
when  her  foliloquy  would  end. 

At  laft,  turninj;  to  me—'  I  muft  do 
'  as  I  am  bid.     f  ean*t  help  it— Don*t 

*  be  angry  with  me,  Mifs.  Butlmuft 

<  carry  down  your  pen  and  ink:  and 
^  that,  this  moment.' 

«  By  whofe  order?' 
*  By  your  papa*s  and  mamma's.* 
<  How  ihall  I  know  that  ?' 
She  offered  to  go  to  my  clofet :  I 
ftepped  in  before'  her:  « Touch  it  if  you 

<  dare.' 

Vp  came  my  coufin  Dolly—.'  Ma- 

*  dam  f— >Madam !'  faid  the  poor  weep- 
ing good-natuted  creature,  in  broken 
fentences— *  You    muft — indeed    you 

*  muft— deliver  to  Betty— or  to  me— 

*  your  pen  and  ink.* 

«  Muft  I,  my  fweet  coufin  ?  Then  I 

<  will  to  you;  but  not  to  this  bold  bo- 

*  dy.'  And  fo  I  gave  my  ftandifli  to 
her. 

«  I  ^m  forry,  very  forry,'  faid  MiCs, 
'  to  be  the  meffenger:  but  your  papa 
•*wiH  not  have  you  in  the  fame  houfq 
'  with  him:  he  is  refolved  you  ftiall  be 

*  carried  away  to-morrow,  or  Saturday 
'  at  far^eft.    And  therefore  y9ur  pen 

*  and  rnk  are  taken  away,  that  you 

*  may  give  nobody  notice  of  it,' 

And  away  went  the  dear  girl,  very 
forrowful,  carrying  down  with  her  my 
ftandiih,  and  all  it's  furniture,  and  a 
little  parcel  of  pens  befide,  which  hav- 
ing been  feen  when  the  great  fcarch  was 
made,  (he  was  bid  to  a(k  for.  As  it 
happened,!  had  notdimini(hed  it,  hav. 
ing  hid  half  a  dozen  crow-quills  in  at 
many  different  places.  It  was  lucky; 
for  I  doubt  not  they  had  numbered  bow 
many  were  in  the  parcel. 

Betty  ran  on,  telling  me,  That  my 
mother  was  now  as  much  incenlc4 
againft  me.  as  any. body— That  my 
<ioom  was  fixed— That  my  violent  be- 
hoTiour  had  not  left  one  to  plead  for  me 
—That  Mr.  Solmes  bit  his  lip,  and 
muttered,  zndfiemedto  ba^ve  more  in 
his  bfod,  than  could  come  out  at  bis  mouti; 
that  was  her  phrafe. 

Apd  yet  (he  aho  hinted  to  me,  that 

the  cruel  wretch  took  pleafurc  in  fccin* 

jpe;  although  fo  mucji  to  my  difgult— 

li  Aod 
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AoA  fe granted  t^&^t  inei^iii»  Miift 
be  not  be  a  favage,  xny  d^ar  ? 
.  The  \vcnch  went  op-^Tbtt  my  un- 
cle Hatlowe  faidy  That  now  be  gart 
SIC  up— iThat  he  pitied  Mr.  Solmc^— 
Yet  hoped  be  would  not  thipk  of  tbt* 
to  my 'detriment  hereafter:  That  my 
uBclc  Antony  was  of  opinion,  that  I 
ought  to  fmart  for  it:    AnJp  for  hir 

r-7-And  then,  at  one  q{  the  fami- 
fbe  gave  her  opinio^  of  the  ianie 
iide. 

At  I  h%¥e  no  other  way  of  bearing 
any.-thiujg  thatis  faid  or  inte;)dcd  be- 
low, I  beai'  fontetimea  more  patiently 
than  I  otberwile  flbould  do  wjtb  her 
impertineoce.  And  indeed  (he  feemt 
tone  in  all  my  brother's  andii^er^a 
counfels. 

Mifs  Henrev  came  up  anin^  and  dc- 
ipapded  an  half-pint  ink-Dottk  which 
t)iey  h^d  feen  in  my  clofet. 

T  gave  it  her  without  hefitation* 

I r  they  have  nofufpicion  of  my  be- 
i<ilig  abk  to  write,  they  will  pcrbapf  let 
me  ftay  longer  than  otherwife  th^y. 
would. 

'  This,  my  dear,  Is  now  my  iituatioa. 

All  my  dependence,  all  iny  hopes, 
srire  in  your  mother's  Uvour.  But  foi* 
that,  1  know  not  *wbat  I  might  dq;  for 
Who  can  tell  what  will  come  next  ? 


y        LETTER    XXXV. 

^'lS9  CLARISSA  HARLOWB.  TO  MISS 
HOW£. 

WEDNEfiOAT,  FOVK  0*CLOC|p  IK  TSS 

AKTtHNOON. 

IAm  juft  returned  tVom  depofiting  the 
letter  I  To  lately  nniihed,  and  fuch 
of  Mr.  Lovelace's  lettci*8  as  I  had  not 
fent  you.  My  long  letter  I  found  re- 
maining there-*So  you. will  liave  both 
together, 

1  ani  concerned,  methinks,  jt  Is  not 
with  you. — Bu;  your  feyvant  cannot 
ai\vay!>  be  ai  Icifurc.  However,  I  will 
dtpoiir  as  faii  as  I  write.  X  muft  k^p 
nothing  by  me  nowj  a«d  when  I  write, 
Ibcl^  my feJf  in,  that  I  may  not  be  fur- 
pnzed  now  they  think.  I  have  no  pen 
uid  ink. 

I  found  in  the  ufual  place  another. 
letter  from  this  diligent  man ;  and  by' 
it's  contentis,  a  confirmation  that  no- 
thing paiies  in  this  houfe  but  he  knows 
it  i  and  that  aimolt  as  foon  as  it  pafles. 


For  this  letter  muft  hav*  been  Wttoi 
before  he  could  bf  ve  receifc4  my  bUkt| 
and  depofitttd»  I  fuppofe*  wbeatbat  is^s 
ta^eo  AwajTi  yet  he  ciNWfiiiiMota  me  in 
it  upon  averting  my felf  (as  be  calls  ic> 
on  ibatoccafion  to  my  usde  and  to 
Mr,  Solraes. 

He  afluras  me,  however*  tliat  thef 
are  more  and  mose  detemined  to  fub* 
4ueme, 

He  (ends  pae  the  conqplioientt  pf  bte 
family^  and  acquaints  me  with  their 
earneft  defire  to  (ee  me  anaonsft  them. 
Moft  Fehcmently  does  he  pnit  for  my 
quitting  this  boufe,  while  it  is  in  my 
power  to  get  away :  and  again  craves 
leave  to  order  his  iincle's  cjuriot-and- 
iix  to  attend  my'commands  at  the  ftile 
leading  to  the  coppiat  adioimng  to  she 
paddocks 
'  Settlements  to  my  ova  will  be  again 
oiers.    Lord  M.  aad  Lady  Sarah  and 
Lady  3etty  to  be  goaraataes  of  bta  faoi- 
nour  and  juAice.    Bvt,  .if  I  cbufe  not 
to  go  to  either  oJF  tbofe  ladi e^  nor  yet 
to  make  him  the  happieft  of  m«B  fi> 
ibon  as  it  is  neverthcl«*  ^i^  l^ipe  that 
I  will,  he  urges  me  to  withdraw  tt>  my 
oiwn  houie«  and  to  accept  of  my  Lord  M.* 
for  my  goardiaa  and  praiwAov  till  my 
cottfin  Mgrdcq  arrifca*    He  can  coa- 
trive,  he  lays,  tatKe  me  eafy  poiM«on 
of  it,  and  will  fill  it  with  hit  lenake 
lelatiooa  on  the  firft  invkatiosi  fftms 
nacj  and  Mrs.  Norton,  orMifaHsvwe, 
may  be  undoubtedly  prevailed  upos  to 
be  with  me  for  a  time.  -  There  can  be 
no  pretence  for  litigation,  he  fays,  when 
I  am  oooe  in  it,    Npr,  If  I  •^oie  to 
have  it  fo,  will  be  appear  to  yifit  one  f  nor 
prefume  to  mention  marriage  to  me  till 
all  is  quiet  and  eafyi  till  every  aaetbod 
I  fliaU  preicribe  for  a  recoodliatioss 
with  my  friends  is  tried  |  till  my  coufiii 
comes;  till  fuch  fettlements  arc  drawn 
as  be  (ball  approve  of  for  me|  and  that 
I  have  uneibc^tionable  pfoo£s  of  hia 
own  good  behaviour. 

As  to  the  difgrace  a  per^  of  my 
cbaraAerasiy  be  appicbcnfite  of  npcn 
qiiiuing  my  father's  hoafe,  heohfervna, 
(too  truly  I  doubt)  that  the  treatmaat 
.  I  meet  with  is  in  every-aoe^  month < 
yet,  he  fays,  that  the  noblic  voice  is  id 
my  favour :  my  friends  themielres,  he 
.  iays,  /;i^^thatl  wiUdo  mvlblf  whac 
be  calls,  this  iufticea  why  efie  doth^ 
confine  me  ?  He  uf]gea»  that,  ihiia  nam* 
ed,  the  indmndeneip  I  haffr.»l=i8i^  i» 
will  be  my  inficieiit  cxcUfe,  gosnfr  hut 
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Iron  ilidr  hwaiktowKfownt  if  I  drofe 
tfm  mtafttn^  or  in  oracr  totdte|K>irer. 
fini(MFfnv«wiiti/IA»ii«t:  timtallriw 
4r%nce  Jc/m  receive,  thejriiave  almdy 
pVtti  me :  tbat  hit  coKera  ind  lut  rt* 
'  aiitf't  coneem  fai  my  hoooiir,  will  be 
e^ttl  tomv  own,  if  m  mav  be  fe  bappy 
ever  to  caO  me  kit:  and  lie  prribmet^ 
be  &yst  to  aver,  that  no  fimily  can  bet- 
ter fiipplr  the  lofi  of  my  own  fnendt  to 
me  tban  kit,  in  whatever  way  I  Aitl)  db 
tbeoi  the  hononr  to  Accept  of  fait  and 
their  prateftioa. 

Bntberepoart^  that,  In  aH  eventt,  hie 
will  oppole  my  being  carried  to  my  on- 
cle't;  beings  well  afiiwBd,  that  I  iiaH  be 
loft  to  him  for  ever,  if  once  I  Aierhitb 
that  boofe.  He  tdlt  me,  that  my  bro* 
Uier  and  fifter»  and  Mr.  Solmet,  deAn 
10  "be  tbcre  to  receive  me :  that  my  tt- 
fhcr  and  mother  will  not  come  near  me 
till  tbe  ceremony  it  adnalty  overs  and 
that  tneo  tney  will  nppear,  tn  order  to 
trf  to  neconcile  me  w  my  odioot  haf- 
band,  by  «rgio{  tfpon^me  the  oblip- 


be  Aippoftd  to  be  nndclr 
from  a  dooble  duty. 

Row,  my  dear,  am  I  driven  on  one 
fide,  and  invited  on  the  otfaer1«-Thit 
laft  intimation  it  bnt  a  too  pft>bable 
one.  All  the  ftept  they  take  feem  totend 
mthit!  And,  indeed^  they  have  declared 
llmoft  ae  mweh. 

He  ownty  that  he  hat  already  taken 
hit  meafotet  upon  thit  intelligence- 
Bvtthat  he  it/ideinmt  fsr  wy  ftki 
(I  mn!kftfp9ft^  he  IWi,  that  he  owet 
Atm  no  fofhearanceytr  thiir  vxm)  to 
avoid  coming  to  extremttiet,  thnt  he  hat 
MSered  n  perfon,  whom  they  do  not 
wlpcct,  to  acooaint  them  with  hit  re- 
Ibhitiont,  at  ir  come  at  by  accident,  if 
dmy  pcrfift  in  their  defign  to  carry  me 

Svioienfee  to  my  nncW^t;  in  hopet, 
\  they  may  he  induced  from  the  fear 
of  mifishief  whkh  may  eofne,  to  cbtu^g 
ilMfr  rocnfu»uti  and  yet  he  it  awarti 
that  he  hat  expoied  himfelf  to  the  great- 
eft  rifi|uetr  by^  having  eattfed  tbU  ihtU 
to  be  given  OMm j  fince,  if  he 
*  benefit  Umfelf  by  their  fcart, 
i^ieiio  ddnbt  b«t  they  will  doubly 
yitgd  tlmwftlvtt  afeiinft  him'uponit. 

Whftt  a^daifgerovt  eH^tcTprizer,  how- 
#<rtr,ia  tUt^mn^ 

^  SlMiatteMb4{ly liidertte  Iff.  Lofeike**  ktitf*    Silt  ai  the  BMft  material  contents  of 
ii  am|jh«ar>i»hi*  aWbmet,  feib  emltitd^ 

"    -  -  •  •  I  i  a'      a  bequeft.— 


of  knfwer  to  Alt  f etier,  other  Ifiit  even  - 
ing,  or  to-morrow  morning.  Ifhebh 
not  fofovooredyhelhaH  conclude,  from 
what  he  knowt  of  the  ^xed  determinao 
tion  of  my  relatione,  that  I  (hall  beunf* 
der  a  cloier  reftraint  than  before:  and  be 
ftrnlJ  be  obi  ind  to  take  hit  meafuret  ac- 
cording to  tnat  prefumptioo. 

Yon  wilt  ice  by  thit  abftralb,  at  well 
at  by  bit  letter  piecediog  thit,  f  for  both 
ran  m  the  fame  ftrain)  how  ftrafigelv 
forward  the  difficulty  of  my  fitoation 
hat  biXMight  him  in  hit  dectantiont  and 
fHronOlalt  j  and  in  hit  threateningt  toot 
which,  but  for  that,  I  would  not  taka 
-firom  him. 

Something,  however,  I  mnft  fytedWy 
refill ve  upon,  or  it  will  be  out  of  my 
power  to  help  mylelf. 

Now  I  think  oT  it,  I  will  incloft  hit 
letter,  (fo  might  have  (pared  ^e  abftra^ 
of  f  t^  mac  you  may  the  better  judge  of 
all  bit  piiopo6ilt,  and  iotelligencei  and 
left  it  tfbould  All  into  other  handt.  I 
cannot  fotgtx  the  comentt,  although  I  * 
am  at  a  loA  what  anfwer  to  ictura*. 

I  cannot  bear  the  thooghtt  of  throw- 
ing myfelf  upon  the  protefiion  of  hit 
fnendt— -But  I  will  not  etamine  hit 
nropofalt  clofiAy  till  thear  from  you. 
Indeed,  f  have  no  fligihU  hope,  hot  in 
yonrmothei^tffoddnnt.  Hire'f  a  pro* 
teftion  I  coaU  more  reputM^  fly  to, 
than  to  t!hat  of  any  other  perfoo :  and 
from  here  ihonld  be  ready  to  refnm  to 
my  lather*  t,  (for  the  breach  then  would 
not  be  irreparable,  as  it  would  be,  if  t 
fled  to  hit  family;)  to  ntmrii,  I  repeat^ 
on  fuch  termt  at  fliall  lecure  but  my 
wgatwii  not  my  indtpenJima  \  I  do 
not  aim  at  that,  (ib  Ihall  lay  your  mo* 
ther  under  the  leu  difficulty) )  although 
I  have  a  right  to  be  put  Into  Dofleffion 
of  my  grandfather^t  eftate,  if  I  were  to 
infift  upon  it— Such  aright,  Tmean,  at 
my  brother  exertt  in  the  eftate  left  bim  \ 
and  which  nobodv  (iifputet.— God  for* 
bid,  thai  I  fliould'cver  think  fnyfclf 
fWed  frbm  my  father^t  fiafinabU  con- 
trol, idhatever  right  my  grandfather*t 
will  has  given  me !  He,  good  gentle- 
man, leflW  t)iat  eftate,  at  a  reward  of 
lify  duty,  and  not  to  (et  me  above  it,  as 
hat  ba*n  unjuftly  hinted  to  mex  and  tliit 
rcfleSNotf  maket  me  more  fearful  of  not 
^Iwering  the  intention  of  fo  valuable 
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a  bequeft.— O  tbat  my  friends  knew 
but  my  heart! — Would  but  think  of  it 
as  they  ulcd  to  do  I— For  once  more,  I 
fay,  it  it  deceive  me  not,  it  is  not  al- 
tered, although  theirs  are  I 

Would  but  your  mother  permit  you 
to  fend  her  chariot,  or  chaife,  to  the  bye- 
place  where  Mr.  Lovelace  propofes  Lord 
M.'s  (hall  come,  (provoked,  intimi- 
dated, and  apprehend ve,  as  I  am)  I 
would  nut  lieiitate  a  moment  what  to 
do.  Place  me  any-where,  as  I  have  faid 
before— In  a  cot.  in  a  garret;  any- 
where— DirguifeJ  as  a  fervant— or  let 
me  pafs  as  a  fervant^s  nft'er-^So  that  I 
roav  but  efcapeMr.Solmes  on  one  hand, 
tmd  the  difgrace  of  refuging  with  the 
family  of  a  man  at  enmity  with  my  own, 
on  the  other}  and  I  (ball  be  in  fome 
meaf^re  happy !-— Should  your  good 
mother  refuic  me»what  refuge,  or  whofe, 
•can  I  fly  to? — Dearcft  creature,  advife 
your  diftrefled  friend. 

m     m 

;  I  BROKE  oflf  hcrc— -L  v^as  (b  ezcef- 
Kively  uneafy,  that  I  dur(l  not  truft  my- 
ielf  with  my  own  reflections :  I  there- 
fore went  down  to  the  garden,  to  try  to 
calm  my  mind,  by  fliifting  the  fcene.  I 
took  but  one  turn  upon  the  fllberd- 
walk,  when  Betty  came  to  roe.  •  Here, 

*  Mifs,  is  your  papa*-Here  is  your  un- 

*  cle  Antony !— Here  is  my  young  ma- 

*  fler — and  my  ydung  roiftrefs.  comins^ 

*  to  take  a  walk  in  the  garden }  and 
«  your  papa  fends  me  to  fee  where  you 

*  are,  for  fear  he  fbould  meet  you.' 

I  ill  uck  into  an  oblique  path,  and  got 
behind  the  yew-hedge,  feeing  my  fifter 
appear;  and  there  concealed  myfelf  till 
they  were  gone  paft  me. 

My  moQier,  it  feems,  is  not  well. 
My  poor  nnlother  keeps  her  chamber- 
Should  flie  be  worfe,  I  ihould  have  an 
additional  unhappinefs,  in  apprehenflon 
that  mv  reputed  undutiiulnefs  has 
touched  her  heart. 

You  cannot  imagine  what  mv  emo- 
tions were  behind  the  yew- hedge,  on 
feeing  my  father  fo  near  me.  I  was  glad 
to  look  at  him  through  the  hedge  as  he 
oaflTedby:  but  I  trembled  in  every  joint, 
when  I  heard  him.  utter  tlj4/e  words : 

*  Son  James,  to  you— and  to  Bella— and 
«  to  you,  brother— do  I  wholly  commit 

*  this  matter.'  That  I  was  meant,  I 
cannot  doubt.  And  yet,  why  was  I  fo 
«ffi:£ied  J  it  nee  I  may  bo  faid  to  have 
been  given  up  to  the  cruelty  of  my  bro- 
ther and  After  for  maiiy  days  paft } 


4»       ♦      '.        . 

While  my  father  remained  m  tbc 
garden,  I  fent  my  dutiful  complimentB 
to  my  mother,  with  enquiry  after  h^ 
health,  by  Shorey,  whom  I  met  acci- 
.dentally  upon  the  flairs;  for  none  oF 
the  fervants,  except  my  gaolerefs,  dare 
to  throw  theinfelves  in  my  way.  I  had 
the  mortification  of  fuch  a  return,  as 
made  me  repent  my  meiTage,  though  not 
my  concern  for  her  health.  *  Let  ber 
'  not  enquire  after  the  diforders  (be  oc« 
'  caHons,*  was  the  harih  anfwer.  '  ( 
'  will  not  receive  any  compliments  from 
*  her.' 

Very,  *vfry  hard,  my  dear  I  Indeed  it 
ia  very  hard. 

#     m- 

I  HAVB  the  pleafure  to  hear  that  my 
mother  is  already  better.  A  colicky  diu 
order,  to'whicb  ibe  is  too  fubjed.  It  is 
hoped  it  is  gone  off— God  fend  it  may !— * 
Every  evil  that  happens  Jn  this  houfe  is 
owing  to  me! 

This  good  news  was  told  me,  with  a 
circumftance  very  unacceptable  ^  for 
Betty  faid,  flie  bad  orders  to  let  me 
know,  that  my  garden- walks  and  poul- 
try •  viGts  were  fufpeded ;  and  that  botk 
will  be  prohibited,  if  I  (lay  here  till  ^a« 
turday  or  Monday. 

PoUlbly  this  is  (aid  by  order,  to  make 
me  go  with  lels  relu^ance  to  my  un-> 
de's. 

My  mother  bid  her  fay,  if  I  expo(hi« 
lated  about  thefe  orders,  and  about  my 
pen  and  ink,  that  reading  was  more  to 
the  purpofe,  at  prefent,  than  writing  s 
that  by  the  one,  I  might  be  taught  my 
duty;  that  the  other,  confidering  whom 
I  was  believed  to  write  to,  only  ftiffened 
my  will :  that'my  needleworks  had  bet- 
ter  be  purfued,  tnan  my  airings^  whicb 
were  obfervcd  to  be  taken  in  all  weji- 
thers. 

So,  my  dear,  if  I  do  not  reiblve  upoi^ 
fomething  foon,  I  (hall  neither  be  able 
to  avoid  the  intended  evil,  nor  have  it 
in  my  power  to  correfpond  with  you. 

vannKsoAT  mjsmt. 

All  it  in  ahuiry  below-ftairs.  Betly 
is  in  and  out  like  a  fpy.  Sonetking  ts 
working,  I  know  not  what.  I  an  really 
a  good  deal  difordered  in  body  at  weU 
as  mind,.  lad^  I  am  auks  heart* 
fick. 

I  will  go  down,  tho«^  it  it  abneft 

dark,  on  pretence  of  getting  a  little  air. 

and  compofure,    Robert  £it  my  two 

former^ 
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fcnner,  I  Impe,  belbfe  nowi  and  T  will 
<lepof(it  this,  with  Lovclace't  inclofedy 
if  I  csn,  for  fear  of  another  fearcb. 

I  know  not  what  I  iiall  dot— -All  it 
foibangely  bttfy !— Door*  clapped  tOH— 
Ooifig  out  of  one  apartment,  narrying- 
\j,  as  I  may  fay,  into  another.  Betty 
in  her  alarming  way,  ftaring,  at  if  of 
friekted  importance;  twice  with  me  in 
man  hoar^  called  down  in  hafte  bv 
Skorey  the  taft  time;  ieaTin?  me  with 
till  mvre  meaning  in  her  lookt  and 
getnres— Yet  pombly  nothing  in  all 
this  worthy  of  my  appreheniiont. 

Here  again  comes  the  creature,  with 
ha  deep-drawn  affeAed  fight,  and  her 
0  dear's!  O  dear' 4! 

MOK  B  dark  hints  thrown  out  by  this 
^cy  creature.  But  (he  will  not  ex- 
plain herfeif  .  Suppofe  thi  s  pretty  bu fi  - 
I  «fs  ends  in  murder?  ftie  (ays;  I  may 
ne  my  oppofitiois  a*  lon^  as  I  live,  for 
aoght  iie  knows.  Parents  will  not  be 
U/Uda^t  of  their  children  by  impudent 
gemtemen ;  nor  is  it  fit  they  (bould.  It 
nay  come  home  to  me  when  I  leaft  ex- 
jwait. 

Theft  are  the  gloomy  and  perplexing 
hints  this  impertinent  throws  out.  Pro* 
\  bably  they  arife  from  the  information 
:  Mr.  Lovelace  fays  he  has  fecretly  per- 
I  mitted  them  to  have  Tfrom  this  vile 
,  double-faced  agent,  I  inppofe!)  of  his 
reiblotion  to  prevent  my  being  carried 
i   to  my  uncle's. 

How  juJUjf  if  Co,  may  this  exafperate 

them!— How  am  I  driven  to  and  fro, 

like  a  feather  in  the  wind,  at  the  plea- 

^reof  the  ralb,  the  fclfiih,  and  the  head- 

;  ftrang!  and  when  I  am  as  averfe  to  the 

:  proceedings  of  the  one,  as  I  am  tothofe 

of  the  ether!   For  althoueh  I  was  in- 

I  doced  to  carry  on  this  unhappy  corre- 

Ipondence,  as  I  tfatnk  I  ought  to  call  it, 

In  hopes  to  prevent  mifchief  $  yet  in - 

dilcreet  meaiores  are  fallen  upon  by  the 

nft  nan,  before  I,  who  am  (6  much 

!  cosKcmcd  in  the  event  of  the  prelent 

contentions,  can  be  confulted  t  andbe- 

I  twcea  hia  violence  on  one  hand,  and 

I  tto  of  my  lektions  on  the  other,  I  find 

;  Bsyftlf  in  danger  from  both. 

O  my  dear!  what  is  worldly  wifdom 
Vot  the  heighrof  folly  »-*<I,  the  meaneft, 
at  leaiii^yoongei^,  of  my  father's  fa- 
aaSy,  to  thruft  myfelf  in  the  gaj^  be* 
I  tween  fuch  nncontnnilable  i})irita!— 
i  To  the  ittteroeoting  pcrhans  of  the  de- 
.^■S**«f  PrmaeAcCf  whm  iii«y  introd 
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to  tmikt  theie  hoftile  fpirits  their  ow« 

puni(hers.— If  fo,  whatprefumpttoni— • 

Indeed,  my  dear  friend,  I  am  afraid  I 

have  thought  myfelf  of  too  much  con- 

lequence.    But,  however  this  be,  it  is 

good,  ipben  calamities  hrfal  us,  thai  «ui^ 

Jhould  look  into  ottrfelves,  and  fear. 

If  I  am  prevented  depoiiting  this  afi4 

the  inclofed,  (as  I  intend  to  tr^  tn 

do,  late  as  it  is)  I  will  add  to  it  a* 

occafion  fliall  offer.'   Mean  time^ 

believe  me  to  be  jour  tver^affeC'^ 

tianate  and  grateful 

CL.  HARLOWt. 

Undir  tbefaperfcnptioMf'writteu  witk 
a  pencil,  after  fie  *went  down. 

My  two  former  are  not  yet  taken 
away.— I  am  furprired— I  hope 
you  are  well— I  hope  all  is  right 
Detwixt  your  mother  and  you. 


LETTER    XXXVI. 

MISS  HOWE,   TO    MISS   CLARISSA 

HARLOWe. 

TKVISaAT  MORKINC,  (AraxL  9.) 

IHave  your  three  letters.  Never  wat 
there  a  creature  more  impatient  on 
the  moft  interefting  uncertainty  than  I 
was,  to  know  the  event  of  the  interview 
between  you  and  Solnies. 

It  behoves  me  to  account  to  my  dear 
friend,  in  hcrprefcnt  unhappy  fttuation^ 
for  cvery-thing  that  may  have  Hie  Icaft 
appearance  of  negligence  or  remifrnefs 
on  my  part.  I  fent  Kobin  in  the  morn- 
ing early,  in  hopes  of  a  dcpofit.  He 
loitered  about  the  place  till  near  ten  to 
no  purpofe;  and  then  came  away;  my 
mother  having  given  him  a  letter  to 
carry  to  Mr.  Hunt's,  which  he  wis  to 
deliver  beibi*e  three,  when  only,  in  the 
day-time,  that  gentleman  is  at  home; 
and  to  bring  her  back  an  anfwer  to  it. 
Mr.  Hunt's  hoofe,  you  know,  lies  wide 
from  Harlowe  Place.  Robin  but  juft 
faved  his  time;  and  returned  not  till  it 
was  too  late  to  fend  him  again.  I  could 
only  dire£^  him  to  fet  out  before  day 
this  morning;  and,  if  he  got  any  letter^ 
to  ride  as  for  his  life  to  bring  it  to 
me. 

I  lay  by  myfelf:  a  moft  uneafy  ntght 
t  had  through  impatience;  and  being 
difcompofed  with  it,  lay  longer  than 
tifnal.    Juft  a«  I  was  rifco,  in  came 

Kitty, 


srj« 
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Jfjttft  from  Robin,  with  jrour  tbrop 
letters.  I  was  not  a  quarter  dre/2ed  $ 
ynd  only  flipped  on  my  morning-  facq  ue; 
proceeding  no  furtfaler  till  I  had  read 
them  all  through,  long  as  they  are;  and 
vet  I  often  flopped  toj-ave  aloud  (though 
by  myfelf)  at  the  devilifli  peopi«  you 
iuve  to  deal  with. 

How  my  beait  rifes  at  them  all! 
How  poorly  did  they  dt^en  to  trick  you 
into  an  encouragement  of  Solmes,.from 
the  extorted  interview!*— I  am  very, 
▼ery  anery  at  your  aunt  Hervcy—To 

S>cup  Dcrown  judgment  fo  tamely!-— 
»d,  myt  content  to  do  fo,  to  become 
fuch  an  aSive  inftrument  in  their 
litadst— -But  k  »  fo  like  the  world!— 
60  like  my  mother  too!— Next  to  her 
own  child,  there  is  not  any-body  living 
Ihe  values  fo  much  as  ibe  does  you— 
Yet  it  IS-*-*  Why  ihould  we  embroil 
<  ourfelveSf  Nancy,  with  the  affairs  of 
•  other  people?* 

*  Othir  people  T— Howl  hate  the  poor 
words,  where  friendAirp  re  concerned, 
and  where  the  protection  to  be  given 
may  be  of  fo'  much  confequence  tq  a 
friend,  and  of  fo  little  detriment  to 
one*s  felf ! 

I  am  delighted  with  your  fpirit,  how- 
ever. I  expefted  it  not  from  you.  Nor 
did  they,  I  am  fure.  Nor  would ^0«, 
perhaps,  have  cxei-ted  it,  if  Lovelace*s 
intelligence  of  Solhies's  nurfery-o6icet 
had  not  fet  you  up.  I  wonder  nottha^ 
the  wretch  is  faid  to  love  you  the  bet* 
tcr  for  it.  What  an  honour  woy4d  it 
be  to  him  to  have  fuch  a  wife?  An4hc 
can  be  even  with  yon  when  you  are  Co* 
He  muft  indeed  be  a  favage,  as  you  fay. 
P—Yet  he  is  Icfs  to  blame  for  his  pec 
Severance,  than  thofe  of  your  own  fa- 
ynil^',  whom  moft  you  reverence,  for 
theirs. 

It  is  well,  as  I  have  often  faid,  that 
I  have  not  fuch  provocations  and  uiaU} 
I  (hould  perhaps  long  a|^  have  taken 

rPjT  couiui  Dolly's  advice— Yet  darf 
not  tp  touch  that  key.— *I  (hall  aU 
srays  love  the  goo4  girl  for  her  tenderer 
peu  to  yoUf 

J  Jinow  not  what  to  hy  to  I^ovelacti 
Bor  what  to  think  of  his  promifes,  nor 
pf  his  propofals  tp  you.  It  is  certain 
rhat  vouare  highly  efteemedby  all  hif 
family.  The  ladies  are  perfons  of  mir 
bkmiflied  honour.  My  Loid-M.  is 
alfo  {m  men  and  peers  go)  a  mtamof 
honour.  I  could  tell  what  to  advift 
aay  other  perfoA  in  the  world  %o  dp-bm 


you.  80  mock  ex>eAed  kem  yov  l-^ 
Such  a  fliimng  light  !•— Your  cpiitting 
your  father^s  houfe^  and  throwing 
TOOrfelf  into  the  pnMe6iioB  of  a  femt* 
ly,  howtvirr  honourable,  that  bat  a 
man  in  it»  whofis  perfon,  parts,  de- 
clarations,  and  pretenriona,  will  be 
thought  to  have  engaged  your  wrarmdl 
efteem^-MsthiJiks  I  am  rather  for  ad^ 
vifing  that  you  ibould  get  privately  t^ 
LooiKNi;  ami  not  tu  let  either  kin,  or 
any-body  eife  hut  me,  kiMiw  whtt« 
you  are,  till  your  coufin  Mordencomcs* 

As  to  goin^  to  your  vAcle*s,  that  yoi^ 
muft  not  do,  if  you  can  kelp  it.  Nor 
mo  ft  you  have  Solmes*  that^s  ceitaia  t 
not  only  becaufe  of  his  miworthincft 
in  every  refpeft,  but  becauie  of  the 
avferfion  you  have  iu  openly  avowed  to 
him}  which  every -body  knows  aiMl 
talks  ofi  as  they  do  of  yoor  appfobft« 
%ion  of  the  other.  For  your  repntao 
tion*fake  therefofe,  as  well  as  to  pre^ 
vent  mischief,  you  muft  either  Ihre  iitt* 
gle,  or  nave  Lovelace. 

If  you  think  of  going  to  Londoiw 
let  me  kaowj  and  I  hope  you  wiu 
have  time  to  allow  me  a  further  concert 
as  to  the  maniier  of  your  gettii^  awajt 
and  thither,  and  hov»to  procutv  pvoptf 
lodgings  for  you. 

To  obtain  this  fiW,  you  mnft  pal* 
liate  a  little,  and  come  into  ibmeieeiB- 
ing  compromife,  if  you  cannot  dB 
ptherwjie.  Driven  as  you  aie  diivea* 
it  will  be  ftrange  if  you  are  notobligod 
to  part  with  a  few  of  your  admicrihie 
punctilios. 

Yott  vnll  obfcrve  from  what  I  havt 
written,  that  I  have  not  ibeceeded  witk 
my  mother. 

I  am  extremely  mortified  and  diiap* 
pointed . •  We  have  bad  very  keong  de* 
pales*  upon  it.  But,  befidea  the  naT'* 
roW  argument  of  eithniluig  ^mrfehuM 
with  ether  peepie't  efiears^  aa  abovo* 
mentioned)  flie  will  have  ity  that  it  is 
your  do^  to.  comply*  &he  £ija,.  te 
waS4i/<x«i«yi  of  opinion  that  diiBgliHfj 
ihould  implicitly  fubmit  to  the  wtliof 
their  patvnts-  in  the  groat  artiolo-  mA 
m Viiage;  and  that  Oie  gpyeraod  kef* 
felf  accordingly  ia  marrying,  my  ^ 
tber}  who  at  firft: waa  mora&o  «faoie» 
of  her  parents- than  lit«  own.  i 


This  is  wbat«flieaffg«aatn  beMf  «j 
h«r  favourite  Hiickaiao»  aavrdiaalof 
SolneeiByMiroaie.  •! 

I  muft  not  doubt,  but  my  mutiwrul- 
!iviy»  jovu-Md  hnictf  bf  tida  pmiali 

plo* 
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fcllecallfe  fli«  ptfi  (be  %d.  I  bave 
file  snotber  reifbn  to  bdieve  it  \ 
«fekb  yott  ih?lt  have,  tbougb  it  may 
Bot  become  me  to  give  it^*Tbat  they 
4id  DOC  live  fo  very  bapptly  together, 
as  one  would  bope  people  noight  do 
vbo  annied  |>refernng  each  other  at 
Ae  time,  to  the  reft  of  the  world. 

Somdbody  fiiall  fare  never  the  better 
fer  this  dmihle-meaot  policy  of  my 
tMiKer,  I  do  afibxt  yov.  Soch  a  re- 
trefpeAion  in  facr  argnmeots  to  bim, 
and  to  bis  addref^,  it  is  but  fit  that  hi 
itoald  fufTcr  for  wf  mortificatfon  in 
fnling  to  carry  a  point  upon  which  I 
bd  let  my  whole  heart. 

Think,  my  dear,  if  in  any  way  I 
nn  ferve  yon.  If  yon  allow  of  it,  I 
proteft  I  will  go  off  privately  with 
TOO,  and  we  will  live  and  die  together, 
^ttkof  ft.  Improve  upon  my  hint, 
asd  command  pie. 

A  little   intcrraption.— What   is 
biokfaft  to  the  fubjeft  I  am  tipon  ? 
#        #        - 

LoiTDQN.  I  am  tdd,  i$  thebeft  bid* 
flig-place  in  the  world.  I  have  writ* 
ten  nothing  but  what  I  will  (land  to  at 
^e  word  of  ccmmand.  Womefl  love 
to  engage  in  knight-errantry,  now- 
and-then,  as  well  as  to  encourage  it  in 
the  men.  But  in  your  cafe,  what  I 
propofe,  will  not  feem  t<6  have  any- 
fhiD^  oT  that  nature  in  it.  It  whll 
citttic  nieto  perform  what  is  no  more- 
Aid  a  doty  in  ferving  and  comforting 
a  dear  and  wocihv  friend,  who  labours 
nadcr  imdeferved  opprefCon ;  and  you 
willeMoMf,  as  I  may  fay,  your  Anna 
Howe,  if  yon  allow  her  to  be  your 
companion  in  affltAion. 

1  win  engage,  my  dear,  we  fhall  not 
be  ia  town  together  one  month,  before 
IK  fvinnoaiit  all  diSculties;  and  this 
wiibout  being  beholden  to  any  men- 
Mows  for  tl^ir  protedtop. 

t  muft  repeat  what  I  have  often  fln'd, 

I  That  the  authors' of  your  perfecutions 

I  vootdAoe  h«ve  prefutned  to  feton  foot 

^  their  felfitfi  ftbemes  again  ft  you,  had 

tfKy not  depended  upon  the  gentlenefs 

of  your  ^irrt:.  thoufi^h  now,  having 

goae  fo  fiar,  and  hanng  enpged  OU 

aUTHOItfTY    in  it,    [CbiJe    me   if 

fM  will!}  rteither  be  nor  tbty  know 

■Mr  to  recede. 

Wbeft  they  find  -you  otit  of  theft 
itach,  and  know  thit  I  am  with  you',  • 
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youMl  fee  how  they'll  pull  in  their 
odious  horns. 

I  think,  however,  that  you  (hould 
have  written  to  your  couun  Mordcn 
the  moment  they  bad  begun  ^o  treat 
you  difsfracefully, 

I  fhafl  be  impatient  to  hear  whether 
they  will  attempt  to  carry  you  to  your 
uncle^s.  I  remember,  that  Lord  M«*n 
difmtfled  bailiff  reported  of  Lovelaca^ 
that  he  had  fix  or  leven  companions  as 
bad  as  bimfelf ;  and  that  the  countrv 
was  always  glad  when  they  left  it*C 
He  a^aally  has^  as  I  hear,  tuch  a  knot 
of  them  about  him  now.  And»  de« 
pend  upon  it,  he  vrill  not  faffer  theoft 
quietly  to  carry  you  to  your  uncIe^s  \ 
.and  whofe  muK  you  be,  if  he  (ucceedn 
in  taking  voufrom  them? 

I  tremble  for  you  but  my^h  fufpofia^ 
what  may  be  the  confeouenceof  a  con* 
fli£^  upon  this  occaiion.  Lovelace 
owes  fome  of  them  vengeance.  This 
gives  me  a  double  concern,  that  my 
mother  ifaould  r^fufe  herconfent  lo  the 
protection  I  had  fet  my  heai't  upon  pro- 
curing for  you. 

My  mother  will  not  breakf^ft  with- 
out me.  A  quarrel  has  it*s  conveni- 
ences fometimes.  Yet  too  much  love^ 
I  think,  is  as  bad  as  too  little. 

#        # 

We  have  juft  now  had  another pulf* 
TTpon  my  word,  (he  is  exct(ffifvely'-^ 
What  ihall  I  {ky>^^ifper/uatlabte-^l 
muft  let  her  off  with  that  toft  word. 

Who  was  the  old  Greek,  that  hid. 
He  governed  Athens  j  his  tifife,  bam^ 
and  his  fofif  her? 

It  was  not  my  mother*s  fault  [I  am 
writing  to  you,  you  know]  that  ihe 
did  not  govern  my  father.  But  I  ant 
but  a  daughter! — Yet  I  thought  I  wan 
not  quite  fo  powerlefs  when  I  was  fet 
upon  carrying  a  point,  as  I  find  my- 
felftobe.  ' 

Adieu,  my  dear!  — Happier  times 
muft  come — And  that  quickly  too.-^ 
The  ftrings  cannot  long  continue  thut 
overftrained.  They  muft  break  or  bo 
relaxed.  In  either  way,  the  certainty 
mu(t  be  preferable  to  the  fufp^nie. 

One  word  more  ? 

I  think  in  mv  confcience  you  muft 
take  one  of  theie  two  alternatives} 
either  to  confent  to  let  us  go  to  Lon-* 
don  together  privately  ;  [Iq  which  cale, 
r  will  procure  a  vebtde,  and  meet  fOii 
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«t  your  ipipoifitmcntat  the  ftileto  which 
Lovelace  propofcs  to  bring  his  uncle*8 
chariot]  or,  to  put  younelf  into  the 
vrote6lion  of  Loi  d  M.  and  the  ladies  of 
his  family. 

You  have  another,  indeed;  and  that 
is,  if  you  are  abfolutety  refolved  againft 
Solmes,  to  meet  and  marry  Lovelace 

dircaiy. 

Which,  focver  of  thcfe  you  make 
choice  of,  you  will  have  this  plea,  both 
to  yoorfclf,  and  to  the  world,  that  you 
are  concluded  by  the  fame  uniform 
j^rincple  that  has  governed  your  whole 
Conduct,  ever/ince  the  contention  be- 
tween Lovelace  and  your  brother  has 
I^een  on  foot :  that  is  to  fay,  that  you 
have  chofen  k  leiTer  evil^  in  hope  to 
prevent  a  greater. 

Adieu!  and  Heaven  direft  for  the 
Scft  my  beloved  creature,  prays  ber 

Anna  Howe. 


LETTER    XXXVII. 
mas  cLAftissA  har.low£,to  miss, 

HOWE. 

THURSDAY,   AFRXL  6. 

1  Thank  yoo,  my  deareft  friend,  for 
the  pains  you  have  taken  in  account- 
in^  Co  afftftionately  for  my  papers  not 
being  taken  away  yefterday;  and  for 
the  kind  protection  you  would  have 
procured  for  me,  if  you  could. 

This  krnd  prote6tion  was  what  I 
wiihed  for;  but  my  wishes,  raifed  at 
firft  by  your  love,  were  rather  govern- 
ed by  my  drfpair  of  other  refuge  F hav- 
ing before  caft  about,  and  not  being 
able  to  determipe,  what  I  ought  to  do, 
and  what  I  could  do,  in  a  fituation  fo 
unhappy]  than  by  a  reafonable  hope. 
For  why  indeed  Ihould  any-body  em- 
biToil  thcmfelves  for  others,  when  they 
can  avoid  it  f 

All  my  confolation  is,  as  I  have 
frequently  faid,  that  I  have  not,  by 
my  own  inadvertence  or  folly,  brought 
nyfelf  Inio  this  fad  Gtuation.  If  X  bad, 
I  (hould  not  have  dared  to  look  up  to 
any-body  with  the  expectation  of  pro- 
teftion  or  afliftance,  nor  to  you  for  ex- 
cafe  of  the  trouble  I  give  you.  But 
Aeverthelefs  we  Ihould  not  be  angry  at 
sper(bn*t  not  doing  that  for  ourfelves^ 
or  for  ovr'fiiend,  which  (he  thinks  (he 
ottgh(  Mt  to  doj  and  which  ihe  has  it 


in  her  opti<vi  cither  to  ib,  oc  to  lit  U  ' 
alone.  Much  lefs  have  yoo  a  right  to 
be  difpleafed  with  fo  prudent  a  mother, 
for  not  engaging  herfclf  fo  waroaly  in 
my  favour,  as  you  wi(hcd  (be  would. 
If  my  own  aunt  can  give  me  up,  and 
that  agaioft  her  judgement,  as  I  may 
prefume  to  fay}  and  if  my  father  and 
mother,  and  uncjes,  who  once  loved 
me  fo  well,  can  join  fo  ftrenuouily 
again  ft  jne;  can /expe6l,  or  ought  jr«(» 
tlie  prote6tion  of  your  mother,  in  «/- 
pqfition  to  them  ? 

Indeed,  my  dear  love,  [Permit  me 
to  be  *v€ry  ferious]  I  am  afiaid  I  am 
iingled  out  (either  for  my  own  faults, 
or  for  the  faults  of  my  family,  or  per- 
haps for  the  faults  of  both)  to  be  a 
very  unhappy  CTKiXvatX-r^J^mAllf  un- 
happy !  For  fee  you  not  how  irrctiftlble 
the  waves  of  affliction  come  tumbiing^ 
down  upon  me  } 

We  have  been  till  within  thefe  lew 
weeks,  every  one  of  us,  too  happy. 
No  croiTes,  no  vexations,  but  what  we 
gave  ourfelves  from  the  pampere^eft^ 
as  I  may  call  it,  of  our  own  wifls. 
Surrounded  by  oar  heaps  and  ftores, 
hoai'dtd  up  as  taft  as  acquired,  we  have 
(eemed  to  think  ourfelves  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  bolts  of  adverfe  fate.  I 
was  the  pride  of  all  my  friends,  proud 
mjffilf  of  their  pride,  and  glorying  in 
my  landing.  Who  knows  what  the 
juftice  of  Heaven  may  indict,  in  order 
to  convince  us,  that  we  are  not  out  of 
the  reach  of  misfortune  $  and  to  redoce 
US  to  a  better  reliance,  than  what  we 
have  hitherto  prefumptuoufly  made  ? 

I  (hould  have  been  very  little  the  bet- 
ter for  the  converfamM-vifitj  which 
the  good  Dr.  Lewen  ufed  to  hononr  roe 
with,  and  for  the  principles  fwrougbi 
(aa  I  may  fay)  into  my  earlielt  mind 
by  my  pious  Mrs.  Norton,  founded  on 
her  reverend  father^s  experience,  aa> 
well  as  on  her  own,  if  I  could  not 
thus  retrofpe6t  and  argue,  in  fuch  a 
firange  fituation  as  we  are  in.  Straagt^ 
I  may  well  call  it;  for  don't  you  lee* 
my  dear,  that  we  feem  all  to  be  mj^* 
ledt  as  it  were,  by  a  oerverfe  me» 
which  none  of  us  are  able  to  re(ift  ?«-* 
And  yet  all  arifin?  (with  a  ftrong  ap> 
pearance  of  fel^puniibroent)  from 
ourfelves  >  Do  not  my  parents  (ee  the 
hopeful  children,  from  whom  they  ex- 
pected a  .perpetuity  of  worldlv  happt* . 
n'efs  to  their  branching  family,  now 
grown  up  to  anfwcr  the  tiil  now  diftanr 
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htfitt  letting  tlieir  angry  hen  againft 
cack  other,  pulling  up  h^r  the  roots,  at 
I  may  fay,  that  hope  which  was  ready 
to  be  carried  into  a  probable  certainty^ 

Your  partial  love  will  be  ready  to 
•aniit  me  of  capita!  and  intentional 
faults;— but  oh,  my  dearl  my  calami- 
ties have  humbled  me  enough  to  make 
ne  turn  my  gaudy  eye  inward}  to 
make  me  look  into  myfelf.— And  what 
hare  I  difcoverrd  there  ?— Why,  my 
^lear  friend,  moti.f/cret  pride  and  va- 
nity than  I  could  have  thought  had  lain 
in  my  unexamined  heart. 

If  /  am  to  be  fingled  out  to  be  the 
fmn/ber  of  myfelf  and  family,  who  fb 
lately  was  the  pride  of  it,  pray  for  me, 
my  dear,  that  1  may  not  be  left  wholly 
to  myfelf  i  and  that  I  may  be  enabled 
to  fupport  my  charadler,  lb  as  to  be 
jnftly  acquitted  of  wilful  and  premedi- 
tat^  faults.  The  will  of  Providence 
be  refigned  to  in  the  reft:  as  that  leads, 
let  me  patiently,  and  unrepiningly, 
■follow!— •!  Ihall  not  live  always  !—>May 
bit  my  cUJing  fcene  be  happy ! 

Bat  I  will  not  opprefs  you,  my  dear- 
eft  firiend,  with  further  reftcAions  of 
this  fort.  I  will  take  them^  all  into 
myfelf.  Surely  I  have  a  mind  that  has 
room  for  them.  My  affliflions  are  too 
%m  to  laft  loii^.  The  crifis  ia  at 
hsna.  Happier  times  you  bid  meJiope 
fir.    Itcvitfliopf. 

But  yet,  I  cannot  but  be  impatient 
at  times,  to  find  myfelf  thus  driven, 
and  my  chancer  u>  depreciated  and 
fank,  that  were  all  the/ii/arr/  to  be 
happy,  I  Ihould  be  alhamed  to  (hew  my 
face  in  publfck,  or  to  look  up.  And 
all  by  the  inftigation  of  a  felfifli  bro- 
ther, and  envious  lifter. 

But  let  roe  ftop:  let  me  refteft!-* 
Are  not  thefe  fuggeftions  the  fuggef- 
tioiis  of  ikntficret  pride  I  have  been 
cenfuring>  Then,  already  io  impa- 
tient I  But  this  moment  fo  refigned,  lb 
nnich  better  difpofed  for  retteflioni 
Yet  it  it  hard,  it  is  n}ery  hard,  to  fub- 
doe  an  embittered  ipintl— In  the  in- 
fant of  it*s  trial  too !— O  my  cruel 
Brother  1— But  now  it  rifes  again.— -I 
will  lay  down  a  pen  I  am  fo  little  able 
tof^ovem;—- And  I  will  try  to  fubdue 
an  noipatience,  which  (if  my  aflliAions 
are  fent  me  for  correAive  ends)  may 
othcrwile  lead  me  into  ftiU  more  pu- 
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I  WILL  return  to  a  fubje£(,  which  I 
cannot  fty  from  for  ten  minutes  toge- 
ther^^alled  upon  efpecialiy  as  I  am, 
by  your  three  alternatives  ftated  in  the 
condufion  of  your  laft. 

As  to  the  firft)  to  wit,  Your  advi^ 
for  me  to  efcape  to  London^Lel  me  tell 
you,  that  the  other  hint  or  propofal 
which  accompanies  it,  nerfcfily  fright- 
ens me^-Surely,  my  dear,  (nappy  as 
you  are,  and  inaulnently  treated  as  your 
mother  treats  you)  you  cannot  mean 
what  you  propofe!  What  a  wretch  miift 
I  be,  if,  for  one  moment  only,  I  could 
lend  an  ear  to  fuch  a  propofal  as  this  J 
— /,  to  be  the  occafiotv  of  makin^r  fuch 
a  mother^s  (perhtft /hortened)  life  un- 
happy to  the  laft  hour  of  ix\-^Ennoble 
you,  my  dear  creature!  Howmuft  fuch 
an  enterprize  (the  raflmefs /irA//VI,  the 
motives,  were  they  excu fable, /n<vtf/r) 
debafe  you !— But  I  will  not  dwell  up- 
on the  iub)eft— ^For  your  own  (ake  I 
will  not. 

As  to  your  fecond  alternative.  To 
put  mjje^into  the  prote^ion  of  Lord  Af . 
and  of  the  ladies  oftbatfamify,  I  own 
to  you,  (as  I  believe  I  have  owned  be- 
fore) that  although  to  do  this  would 
be  the  fame  thing  in  the  eye  of  the 
world  as  putting  myfelf  into  Mr. 
Lovelace*s  proteaion,  yet  I  think  I 
would  do  it  rather  than  be  Mr.  Solroes's 
wife,  if  there  were  evidently  no  other 
way  to  avoid  being  fo. 

Mr.  Lovelace,  you  have  feen,  pro-  , 
pofes  to  contrive  a  way  to  put  me  into 
pofleflion  of  my  own  houfe;  and  he 
tells  me,  that  he  will  foon  fill  it  with 
the  ladies  of  his  family,  as  my  vifitors^ 
—upon  my  invitation,  however,  to 
them .  A  very  i neon fiderate  propofal  I 
think  it  to  be,  and  upon  which  I  can- 
not explain  myfelf  to  him.  What  an 
exertion  of  independency  does  it  chalk 
out  for  me  I  How,  were  I  to  attend  to 
him^  (and  not  to  the  natural  confe- 
qiiences  to  which  the  following  of  his 
advice  would  lead  me)  might  I  be 
drawn  by  gentle  vvordt  into  the  perpe- 
tration of  the  moft  vioUnt  a^s ! — For 
how  could  I  gain  pofleflion,  but  either 
by  lesal  litigation,  which,  were  I  in* 
clinedxo  have  recourfe  to  it,  (as  I  ne- 
ver can  be)  muft  take  up  timet  or  by 
forcibly  turning  out  the  perfons  whom 
my  fsther  has  placed  there,  to  look  af- 
ter the  gardens,  the  houfe,  and  the 
K  k         furniture— 
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furniture— -peplbns  entirely  attached  to 
hjtm&\f,  and  v^ho^  as  I  knoyir^  kave 
been  lately  inftru£^ed  by  my  brother?. 
Your  third  alternative,  T0  meet  and 

^marry  Mr^  Lo<velac(  dire^h\  a  man 
tkitli  whofe  morals  I  am  far  from  being 

Satisfied — ^A  ftep,.  that  could  not  be 
taken  with  the  Icaft  hope  of  ever  ob- 
taining pardon  from  or  reconciliation 
yrith  any  of  my  Friends;  and  a^ainft 
which  a  thoufand  obje£llons  rife  m  my 
snind-*'!ri6^'/  is  not  to  be  thought  of. 

What  appears  tome,  upon  the  fuU- 
e'ft  deliberation,  the  mod  eligible,  if  I 
muft  be  thus  driven,  is  the  cicaping  to 
London.  But  I  would  forfeit  all  my 
topes  of  happinefs  in  this  Ijfe,  rather 
than  you  (hould  eo  away  with  rae»  as 
you  raftily,  ihougn  with  the  kin  deft  in- 
tention, propofe.  If  I  could  get  fafely 
.thither,  and  be  private,  niethinks  I 
might  remain  abfolutcly  independent  of 
Mr.  Lovelace,  and  at  liberty  either  to 
make  propofals  to  niy  friends,  or, 
lliould  they  renounce  me,  (and  I  had 
BO  other  or  better  way)  to  make  terms 
with  Iwm;  fuppofingtny  coufin  Mor- 
den,  on  his  arrival,  were  to  join  with 
my  other  relations.  But  they  would 
then  perhaps  indulge  me  in  my  choice 
oC  a.  imgle  life,  on  giviog.him  up:  the 
renewing  to  them  this  offer,  when  at 
my  own  liberty,  will  at  leaft  convince 
them,  that  I  was  in  eameft  when  I 
made  itfirft.  And,  upon  my  word,  I 
ivoM  ftand  to  it,  dear  as  you  feem  to 
think  V  when  you  are  difpol'cd  to  railly 
j«e,  it  would  coft  me,  to  ftand  to  it. 

If,  my  dear,  you  can  procure  a  ve- 
hicle for  us  hotb^  you  can  perhaps  pro- 
cure one  for  mc  JffgL':  but  can  it  be 
done  without  ett\hTou'ingjour/elfv/ith 
your  mother,  or  Ber  with  our  family  ? 
•—Beit  coach,  chariot, chaifc,  waggon, 
pr  horfe,  I  matter  not,  provided  you 
appear  not  to  have  a  hand  in  my  with- 
diawing.  Only,  in  caie  it  be  one  of 
the  two  latter,  I  believe  I  muft  deHre 
you  to  get  me  an  ordinary  gown  and 
coat,  or  habit,  of  Tome  fervant;  having 
no  concert  with  any  of  our  own:  the 
more  ordinary  the  better.  They  muft 
be  thru  ft  into  the  Wood  Houfe;  where 
I  can  put  them  on;  and  then  flidedown 
from  the  bank,  that  feparates  the  Wood 
Yard  frqm  the  Green  Lane. 

But,  alas!  my  dear»,tlii8,  even 
ibis  alternative,  is  not  without difficuU 
ties,  which,  to  a  fpirit  fo  little  enter- 
prising as  mine,  feem  in  a  manner  !&• 


fuperabie.    Thefe  are  my  rdle£b^aB 
upon  it, 

I  am,  afraid,  in  the  BtA  place,  that 
I  ftiall  not  have  time  for  the  requsfitc 
preparations  for  an  efc&pe. 

Should  I  be  either  detefled  in  tkoft 
preparations,  orpurfued  and  overtaken 
in  my  flight,  and  fo  brought  back,  then 
would  they  think  themfelves  doubly 
warranted  to  compel  me  to  hav£  rfaeir 
Solmes:  and,  conicious  of  anintendod 
fault,  peihaps,  I  i?)ould  be  the  lc& 
able  to  contend  with  them. 

But  were  I  even  to  get  fafely  to  Lon- 
don, I  know  nol)ody  theiebut  by  name; 
and  thofe  the  tradefmen  to  our  familyj 
who  no  doubt  would  be  the  iirft  writ- 
'ten  to  and  engaged  to  find  me  ouc 
And  (hould  Mr.  Lovelace  difcovcr 
where  I  was,  and  he  and  my  brother 
meet*  what  mifchiefs  might  enfue  be- 
tween them,  whether  I  were  willing  or 
not  to  return  to  Harlowe  Place! 

But  fuppoiing  I  could  remain  there 
concealed,  to  what  might  not  my  yoatb^ 
my  fex»  and  unacquaintednefs  of  the 
ways  of  that  great,  wicked  town,  ex* 
poU:  me!-^I  Aiould  hurdly  dare  to  j;o  to 
church  for  fear  of  being  diicovered. 
People  would  wonder  how  I  lived. 
Who  knows  but  I  might  pafa  for  a 
kept-miftrefsj  and  that,  altnough  no* 
body  came  to  me,  yet,  that  evei-y  time 
I  went  out,  it  might  be  imagined  tobf 
in  purfuance  of  fume  aiiignation  ? 
0  You,  -my  dear,  who  alone  would 
know  where  to  dire£l  to  me,  would  be 
watched  in  all  your  fteps,  and  in  all 
your  meftages}  and  your  mother,  at 
prefent  not  highly  pfeafed  with  our 
correfpondence,  would  then  have  rea- 
fon  to  be  foore  difpleafedj  and  might 
not  difterences  follow  between  her  and 
voU|  that  would  make  me  very  un- 
happy,  were  I  to  know  them  ?  And 
this  the  more  likely,  as  you  take  it  fo 
unaccountably  (and,  give  me  leave  to 
fay,  fo  ungeneroufty)  into  your  head» 
to  revenge  yourfelt  upon  the  innocent 
Mr.  Hickman,  for  all  the  difpleafure 
your  mother  gives  you  ? 

Were  Lovelace  to  find  out  my  ^laee 
of  abode,  that  would  be  the  fame  thing 
in  the  eyeof  the  world  as  if  I  had  a^ually 
gone  off  with  him:  for  would  hc»  do 
vou  think,  be  prevailed  upon  to  fbr« 
bear  vifiting  me  ?  And  then  Ids  un» 
happy  chant^er  (afoolifli  man  1}  would 
be  no  credit  to  any  young  creattire  da- 
firous  of  concealment.     Indeed  the 

worlds 
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1»brt<I»  let  me  efcape  ^ttfier,  a^d  to 
wikomfoercr  I  coala,  would  conclode 
him  to  be  the  contrirer  of  it. 

Thefie  are  the  difficnlties  which  arif^ 
to  pie  on  mrolYiiigthi$rcheme^  which, 
nevertbelefsy  mignt  apoear  furmouor- 
able  to  a  more  epterprixtng  fpirit  in.mv 
circamftancet.  If  you,  mj  dear^  thinlc 
them  farmountable  in  any  one  of  the 
cafes  poty  [and  to  be  fure  I  can  take 
no  coarfe^  but  what  mtift  have  y^in^ 
difficulty  in  it]  be  nleafed  to  let  me 
kftow  yourfree  and  full  thoughts  upon 
it. 

Had  jr08y  my  dear  friend,  been  mar- 
ried, then  ibould  I  hare  had  no  doubt 
hot  that  yoQ  and  Mr.  Hickman  would 
have  afforded  an  afylum  to  a  poor  crca- 
tnte  more  than  half  loft  in  her  own  ap* 
prerheofion  for  want  of  one  kind  pro- 
IcQing  friend ! 

You  fay  I  fcould  have  written  to  my 
emifin  Morden  the  moment  I  was  treated 
difgracefalty:  but  could  I  have  believed 
tiiat  my  friends  would  not  have  (bften- 
cd  by  degrees  when  they  fiiw  my  ant?- 
!  pfiKhy  to  their  Sohnes  ? 
I  I  had  thoughts  indeed  (everal  timcA 

of  writing  to  my  coufin:  but  by  the 
time  an  anfwer  could  have  come,  1  ima- 
jpoed  all  wmiid  have  been  over,  as  if 
It  had  never  been;  (b  from  day  to  dafj 
from  week  to  week,  I  hoped  on;  and, 
after  ail,  I  mirht  as  reafonably  fear  (2^ 
I  have  hei^totore  faid)  that  my  couHn 
would  be  brought  to  fide  agamft  me, 
as  that  Come  of  thofe  1  have  named 
would. 

And  then  toam>eal  to  a  coujlfi  [T  muft 
have  wiitten  with  nvarmtb,  to  engage 
him]  againft  a  fatber\  this  was  not  a 
deiireble  thing  to  fet  about.  Then  I 
had  not,  you  know,  one  foul  on  my 
fide;  oiy  mother  herfelf  againft  me. 
To  be  fure  my  coufin  would  have  fu- 
Ipended  his  judgment  till  he  could  have 
arrived.  He  mieht  not  have  been  In 
halletocome,  hopmgthe  malady  would 
cure  itieif:  but  bad  he  written,  his 
letters  probably  would  have  run  in  the 
foalifyineftile;  to  perfuade  me  to  Tub. 
mit,  or  tbem  only  to  relax.  Had  his 
Utters  been  more  on  mj  fide  than  on 
theirs^  they  would  not  have  regarded^ 
them;  nor  perhaps  bimftlfy  had  he  come 
and  been  an  advocate  for  me;  for  you 
fee  how  ftrangeJy  determined  they  are; 
how  they  have  over-awed  or  got  in  eve- 
^-hody;  vfe  that  no  one  dare  open  their 
hps  in  my  behalf.    And  you  have  hsani 
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that  my  brother  puflies  his  meafuret 
with  the  more  violence,  that  all  may  be 
over  with  me  before  my  coufin '•  ex* 
pe^ed  arrival. 

But  you  tell  me,  that,  in  order  to 
lin  time,  I  mud  palliate -,  that  I  mult 
cm  to  compromil'e  with  ray  friends:' 
but  how  falUatef  how  feem  to  com- 
promife  ?  You  would  not  have  me  en- 
deavour to  make  them  believe,  that  I 
will  confent  to  what  I  never  intend  t^ 
eonfent  to!  You  would  not  have  me  to 
gain  time  with  a  view  to  decei*ue! 

To  do  tvil,  thai  good  may  comi  of'tt^ 
is  forbidden:  and  mall  I  do  evil,  yet 
know  not  whether  good  may  come  of  it 
or  not  ? 

Forbid  it,  Heaven  1  that  ClarifTa 
Harlowe  (hould  have  it  in  (ler  thought  tb 
ferve^  or  even  tbytf-v^  herfelf 4t  the  exr 
pence  of  her  fincerity,  and  by  zjludied 
deceit! 

And  is  there,  after  all,  no  way  t^ 
cfcape  one  great  evil,  but  bv  plunging 
myfelf  into  another  ?•— What  an  illr 
fated  creature  am  I  ?— Pray  for  me,  my 
deajreft  Nancy  1—My  mind  is  atpreCent 
(o  much  difturbed,  that  I  can  aardiy 
pray  for  myfelf.  , 
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MlSfi  CLA1^I9SAHARL0W£,T0  MISS 
HOWE. 

THVRSDAT  NIGHT. 

THE  alarming  hurry  I  mentioned 
under  my  date  of  laft  night,  and 
Betty*s  faucy  dark,  hints,  come  out  to 
be  owing  to  what  I  guefled  they  were; 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  private  intimatioo 
Mr..  Lovelace  contrived  our  family 
/hould  have  of  his  infolent  refolution 
[tttJcteHt  I  muft  call  it]  to  prevent  my 
being  carried  to  my  nucleus. 

I  faw  at  that  time  that  it  was  as 
«wroHg  with  refpe6l  to  anfwering  his 
own  view,  as  it  was  infolent  i  for  could 
.he  think,  as  Betty  (I  fuppofe  from  he( 
betters)  juflly  obfcrved,  that  parents 
would  be  infulted  out  of  their  right 
to  difpofe  of  their  own  child,  by  a  vio- 
lent man,  whom  they  hate;  and  who 
could  have  no  pretcnfiion  to  difpute  that 
fight  with  them,  unlefs  what  he  had 
from  ber  who  had  none  over  herfelt  ? 
And  how  muft  this  infolcncc  of  his, 
aggravated  as  my  brother  is  able  to  ag- 
gi-avatc  it,  exafperate  them  agamd  me  >' 
!^Kka  The 
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as? 

Therafli  man  has  indeed  fo  far.gsun* 
ed  his  pQinty  as  to  intimidate  them  from 
attempting  to  carry  me  away:  but  he 
has  put  them  upon  a  furer  and  a  more 
dcfperate  meafure;  and  this  has  driven 
me  alfo  into  one  as  defperate;  the  con- 
fequencc  of  which,  although  he  could 
not  forefee  it  ♦,  may  perhaps  too  well 
anfwer  his  great  end,  little  as  he  de- 
ferves  to  have  it  anfwered. 

Jn  (hort,  I  have  done,  as  far  as  I 
tcn'ow,  the  moft  ra(b  thing  that  ever  I 
did  in  my  life.  ^ 

But  let  me  give  vou  the  motive,  and 
then  the  aflion  will  follow  of  courfie. 

About  fix  o^clock  this  evening,  my 
aunt  (who  (lays  here  all  night;  on  my 
account,  no  doubt)  came  up,  and  tap- 

dat  my  door;  for  I  was  writing;  and 
I  locked  myfelf  in.  I  opened  it; 
and  (he  entering,  thus  delivered  her- 
felf- 

*  I  come  once  more  to  vifit  you,  my 

*  dear;  butforel^  againft  my  will;  be- 

*  caufe  it  is  to  impart  to  you  matters 
'  of  the  utmoft  concern  to  you,  and  to 
«  the  whole  family.' 

*  What,  Madam,  is  now  to  be  done 

*  with  me  ?*  faid  I,  wholly  attentive. 

*  You  will  not  be  humed  away  to 
^  youruncle^s,  child;  let  that  comfort 

*  yoiu— •They  fee  your  averfion  to  go. 

*  —You  will  not  be  obli^  to  go  to 

*  your  uncle  Antony's.' 

*  How    you  revive  me.  Madam! 

*  This  is  a  cordial  to  mv  heart!' 

I  little  thought,^  my  dear,  what  was 
to  follow  thisluppofed  condeicenfion* 

And  then  I  ran  over  with  bleilings 
for  this  good  news;  (and  flie  permitted 
rae  fo  to  do,  by  her  iilence}  congratu- 
lating myfelf,  that  I  thought  my  father 
could  not  refolve  to  carry  things  to  the 
laft  extremity. 

«  Hold,   niece,'  faid  flic,  at  laft— 

*  You  muft  not  give  yourfelf  too  much 
'  joy  upon  the  occaiion,  neither.— 
«  Don't  be  furprized,  my  dear.— Whv 

*  look  you  upon  me,  child,  with  fo  at- 

*  fefl  i  ng  an  carneftncfs  ?— But  you  muft 

*  be  Mrs.  Solmes,  for  all  that.' 
t  was  dumb. 

She  then  told  me,  that  they  had  had 
undoubted  information,  that  a  certain 
defperate  ruffian  (I  muft  excufe  her  that 
word,  /he  laid)  had  prepared  aimed 


men  to  way- lay  my  brother  oimI  t 
cles,  and  feize  me,  and  carry  me  otf^ 
—Surely,  flie  faid,  I  was  not  confentki^ 
to  a  violence  that  might  be  followed  by 
murder  on  one  Ude  or  the  other^ 
haps  on  both. 

X  was  ftill  filent. 

That  therefore  my  father  (Aill  i 
exasperated  than  before^  had  changed 
his  refolution  as  to  my  |;oing  to  my  itsi>- 
cle's;  and  was  determined  next  Toef- 
day  to  fet  out  thitlier  himfdf  with  my 
mother;  and  that  (for  it  was  tono  pur- 
pofe  to  conceal  a  refolution  io  icon  to 
be  put  in  execution}^— I  muft  not  dif- 
pute  it  any  longer— on  Wedneiclay  I 
muft  give  my  bauid— as  they  would  baiTe 
me. 

She  proceeded.  That  orders  were  al- 
ready given  for  a  licence:  that  the  ce- 
remony was  to  be  performed  in  my  9WWk 
chamber,  tnprei^nce  of  all  mvfneiidsy 
except  of  my  father  and  raotherj  who 
would  not  return,  nor  fee  me,  till  all 
vaa  over,  and  till  they  had  a  good  ac- 
count of  my  behaviour. 

The  very  intelligence,  my  dcar!<«^ 
die  very  intelligence  this,  which  Lore* 
lace  gave  me  L 

I  was  ftill  damb—^oly  fighiag,  as 
if  my  heart  would  ^reak. 

She  went  on,  comforting  mt,  as  flic 
thought.  She  laid  befoi-e  me  the  me*- 
rit  of  obedience;  and  told  me,  that  if 
it  were  my  defirethat  my  Norton  ihould 
be  prefent  at  the  ceremony,  it  woui4 
be  complied  with:  that  the  pleafure  I 
fliould  receive  from  reconciling  ail  my 
friendf  to-  me,  and  in  their  coogratu* 
lations  upon  it,  muft  needs  overba- 
lance witn  fuch  a  one  as  mty  the  dii{e<p> 
rence  of  perfoas,  however,  preferable 
I  might  think  the  one  man  ta  the  other; 
that  love  was  a  fleeting  thingr,  little 
better  than  a  name,  where  moruity  and 
virtue  did  not  diftinguifli  the  ob)e£l  of 
it;  that  a  choice  made  by  it's  diftatcs 
was  i'eldom  happv;  at  leaft  not  dunAfy 
fo;  nor  was  it  to  be  wondered  at,  when 
it  naturally  exalted  the  objedl  above  it's 
merits,  and  made  the  lover  blind  to 
faults,  that  were  viable  to  every-body 
elfe;  fo  that  when  a  nearer  intimacy 
ftript  it  of  it*s  imaginary  perfe6lipns, 
it  left  frequently  both  parties furprixed, 
that  they  could  be  fo  grofaly  cheated  j 


*  She  was  miftaken  in  thiF.  Mr.  Lovelace  did  forefee  this  Cdnfequence.  All  his  ooo* 
trivanccs  led  to  It,  and  the  whole  family*  as  he  boafts,  unkaowo  Co  tbcaUelvsi,  .wervhvt 
<9  auay  puppeu  jan^ed  b^  his  wires.    See  Vol.i.  |^«  93«  .  . 
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nA  iktt  tbett  tbe  iii4HImnce 
Aranger  than  the  love  ever  was .  That 
a  «KNiian  gave  a  man  great  advantaj^t, 
and  inured  htm  with  great  vanity, 
when  M  avowed  her  love  for  him,  and 
picference  of  him}  and  was  generalljr 
requited  with  iofolenee  and  contempt: 
whcfcaa  the  confefledlv-obliged  man, 
it  was  probable,  would  be  all  reva- 
lence  and  gratitude— and  I  cannot  tell 
what. 
<  Yon,  my  dear,*  (aM  flie,  '  believe 

*  yoo  fall  be  nnbappy,  if  you  have 

*  Mr.  Solmea:  your  pamta  think  the 

*  contrary;  and  that  you  will  be  un- 
'  donbtedly  ib,  were  yon  to  have  Mr. 

*  Lovelnce,  whofe  morals  are  unqnef- 

*  tiooably  bad:  fuppofe  it  were  your 

*  ftd  lot  to  be  unhappy  with  either,  let 

*  wat  beftech  yon  to  confider,  what 

*  grntt  confdation  you  will  have  on 

*  one  handy  if  vou  purfue  your  pa- 

*  icnta  advice,  that  yoo  did  fo;  what 
'  mortification  on  the  other,  that,  by 
<  following  your  own,  you  have  no- 
'  body  to  blame  bur  vounelf.' 

Thit»  yon  remesnoer,  my  dear,  was 
an  mguineat enforced  upon  me  by  Mrs. 
Mortoa. 

Thefe  vod  odier  oMervations  which 
file  made,  were  worthy  of  my  aunt 
Hcrvey's  good  fenle  and  experience, 
andy  applied  to  almoft  any  young  crea- 
tore  who  ftood  in  oppofition  to  her  pa- 
caotii  will,  but  one  who  had  offered  to 
make  tbe  facrilices  I  have  offered  to 
make,  ou|Hbt  to  have  had  their  due 
wdght.  But  although  it  was  eafy  to 
anfwer  Ibmeof  them  in  my  own  parti- 
cular caie;  yet,  having  over  and  over, 
to  my  mother,  heftrs  my  confinement, 
and  to  my  brotl^  and  bfter,  and  even 
to  my  aunt  Hervey,  Jlnce^  (aid  what  I 
mnft  now  have  repeated,  I  was  fo  much 
mortified  and  afliaed  at  the  cruel  tid- 
ings (he  brought  me,  that  however  at- 
centtve  I  was  to  what  Am  Aid,  I  had 
neither  power  nor  will  to  anfwer  one 
word|  and,  had  At  not  ftopped  of  her- 
f^f,  fie  might  have  gone  on  an  hour 
Jangpr,  without  interruption  from  me. 

Obferving  ^is,  and  that  I  only  (at 
weeping,  my- handkerchief  covering 
my  face,  and  my  bofom  heaving  ready 
to  bori:;  *  What  I  no  anfwer,  my  dear  ? 

*  — Whj  fa  much  jUeia  grief?  You 

*  know/al  ways  loved  you.  You  know, 

*  that  /  have  no  iiitereft.in  tbe  affair. 
'  You  would  aoSpermit  Mr.  Solmea 

*  to  acquaint  you  with  imne  things 
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<  which  would  have  fet  vonr  heart 

*  agaioft  Mr.  Lovelace.    Shall  I  telt 

*  you  fome  of  the  matters  charged 

*  againft  him  f— -Shall  1,  my  dear?* 

Still  I  anfwtred  only  by  my  tears  and 
fighs* 

'  Well,  child,  you  fliall  be  told  theft 

*  things  aJFterwards,  when  you  will  bo 

*  in  a  better  ftate  of  mind  to  hear 

*  them;  and  then  you  will  rejoice  in 

*  the  efcape  you  will  have  had.    It 

*  will  be  tome  excule,  then,  for  yoa 

*  to  plead  for  your  behaviour  to  Mr, 

*  Solmes,  that  you  could  not  have  be* 

*  lievedMr.  Lovelace  had  been  fo  veiy 

*  vile  a  man.* 

My  heart  fluttered  with  impatienct 
and  anger  at  being  fo  plainly  talked  to 
as  the  wife  of  this  man ;  but  yet  I  then 
chofe  to  befilent.  If  I  had  Ipoken,  it 
would  have  been  with  vehemence. 

*  Strange,  my  dear,  fuchfilence!-* 

<  Your  concern  is  infinitely  more  oa 

*  this  fide  the  day,  than  it  will  be  on 

*  the  other.— But  let  me  afk  you,  and 

<  do  not  bedifpleafed.  Will  you  chuft 

*  to  fee  what  generous  ftipulations  for 

*  yoo  there  are  in  the  fcttlements  ?-» 

*  Vou  have  knowled^  beyond  your 

*  years«--Give  the  writings  a  perufals 

*  do,  my  dear;  they  are  engiofled,  and 

*  ready  for  figning,  and  have  been  for 
'  fome  time.— Excufe  me,  my  love— 

*  1  mean  not  to  diforder  you  t— your 

*  father  would  oblige  me  to  bring  them 

<  up,  and  to  leave  them  with  you.    Ho 

*  commands  you  to  read  them.  Bui  to 
«  read  them,  niece— -fince  theyare  en- 
'  groffed,  and  nvere  before  you  made 

*  them  ablblutely  hopelefs.' 

And  then,  to  my  great  terror,  out  the 
drew  fome  parchments  from  her  hand- 
kerchief, which  Ihe  had  kept  (onob- 
ferved  by  me)  under  her  apron;  and» 
rifing,  put  them  in  the  oppofite  win- 
dow. Had  flie  produced  a  ferpent,  I 
could  not  have  been  more  frighted. 

'Oh!  my  deareft  aunt,*  turning 
away  my  face,  and  holding  out  my 
hands:  '  hide  from  my  eyes  thofe  hor- 

*  rid  parchments  i— Let  me  con  j are  yoa 
'  to  tell  me— B^  all  the  tendernefs  of 

*  near  relationfliip,  and  upon  your  ho- 
'  nour,  and  by  vour  love  for  me,  iky, 

*  Are  they  abiolutely  refolved,  that 
^  come  what  will,  I  muift  be  that  man*s>* 

*  My. dear,    yoo  muft  have  Mr. 

*  SolmtM:  indeed  you  muft.* 

<  Indeed,  I  never  will  I  This,  as  I 

*  have  raid«  iovcr  and  over,  is  not  ori- 

*  ginally 
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*  ginalty  my  Other's  wiJI.«*Iiideed  I 

*  never  will-r-An4  that  U  ail  I  wiH 
f  fay  V 

<  It  is  your  father's  will  novtff*  re* 
|iiied  my  a«nt:  '  and,  ceniidcring  bovr 
«  all  the  family  1«  thrtatcncd  bv  Mr. 
«  Lovelace,  and  the  refolution  ne  has 

<  certainly  taken  to  force  you  out  of 

<  their  bands>  I  cannot  but  fay  cfaey 
«  are  in  the  right,  not  to  be  bullied  out 

<  of  their  child.* 

*  Well,  Madam,  then  nothing  remains 

*  for  me  to  fay.  I  am  made  defperate. 
«  I  care  not  >»hat  becomes  of  me/ 

*  Your  piety,  and  your  prudence, 
'  my  dear,  and  Mr.  Lovelace's  imnso^ 
^  ral  character^  together  with  his  dar- 
'  ing  infuhs,  and  threaten ings,  which 

*  ought  to  incenle  ym,  s$  much  as 

*  any-body,    are  every -one*s    dcpcn- 

*  deuce.     We  are  fure  the  time  will 

*  eome,  when  youHl  think  verydiffe- 
«  rcntly  of  the  fteps  your  friends  take 

*  to  difappoint  a  man  who  has  made 
^  himfelf  fu  juftly  obnoxious  to  them 
«  all.* 

She  withdrew;  leaving  me  full  of 
giief  and  indignation :«^aiid  as  much 
out  of  humour  with  Mr.  Lovelace  as 
with  any^body;  who,  by  his  conceited 
contrivances,  has  made  things  worfe 
forme  than  beforei  depriving  me  of 
the  hopes  I  had  of  gaining  time  to  re- 
ceive your  advice,  and  private  aiTiftance 
to  get  to  town;  and  leaving  me  no  other 
•dvice,  in  all  appearance,  than  either  to 
throw  myfelf  uponhis  family,  or  to  be 
nnde  miferable  for  ever  with  Alr^ 
&>lmef.  But  I  was  Aill  refolved  to 
avoid  both  thefe  evils,  if  poflible. 

I  fiiunded  Betty  in  the  firft  place, 
(whom  my  aunt  fent  up,  not  thinking 
it  proper,  as  Bet  ty  told  me,  that  I  ftiould 
be  left  by  mvielf,  and  who,  I  found* 
knew  their  ^efigns)  whether  it  were 
aot  probable  that  thcf  would  forbear, 
at  my  earheft  entreaty,  to  puik  matters 
to  the  threatened  extremity. 

But  flie  confirmed  all  my  aunt  faidf 
leJQicing  ^as  (he  faid  they  ail  did)  that 
Mr.  Lovelace  hsd  given  them  fo  good 
%  pretence  to  iave  me  from  him  now,  and 
for  ever. 

She  ran  on  about equi pages  heipoken  i 
talked  of  my  brother's  and' filler's  ck-> 
ttltktions  that  wm  the  whole  family 
V»ottld  foon  bereconciledtocach  other}^ 
of  the  fervants  ')oj}aipon.ity  of  the  ex-* 
peeked  licence^  of  a  vifit  to, be  paid  me 
by  Dr«  Lew^n,  or  aaothor  iplcrgy««>» 


wImnb  they  naoMd  mat  to  A«r|  viUck 
vvas  to  crosm  the  work)  aad  of  otkcr 
preparations,  £>  particular,  aa  made 
me  dread  chat  they  defigned  lo  ^rftcimm 
me  into  a  ftiil  nearer  day  tltta  acBt 
Wcdneiday. 

The&  things  made  me  escelfivieljr 
nncafy.  I  knew  sot  what  to  nUkwc 
npon. 

At  one  time,  «  What  have  I  toiK* 
thought  I,  *  but  to  throw  mvfalf  at 

*  once  into  the  protefti^n  of    Lady 

•  Betty  Lawrincer-«B«t  then,  in  t(% 
fentmenc  of  h\t/iw  contrivaoces,  whtch 
had  (6  abominably  diffioncerted'  ok,  I 
fi>on  refolved  to  the  contrary:  aad  at 
laft  concluded  to  a&  the  favour  of  ano- 
ther half«hour*s  converiation  wiik  my 
aunt. 

I  fent  Betty  to  her  with  my  reqaeft* 

She  came. 

I  put  it  to  her,  in  the  moft  earaeft 
manner,  to  tell  me,  whether  I  might 
not  obtain  the  favour  of  a  fortni^*a 

She  aflured  me,  it  would  aot  be 
granted. 

Would  a  week?  Surely  a  week  waold? 

She  believed  a  week  miffht,  if  I  waald 
proynife  two  tfaingsi  the  Srft,  upon  my 
hooour,  not  to  write  a  liae  out  of  the 
houie,  in  that  week;  for  it  waa  ftill 
fufpeded,  (he  faid,  that  X  foand  ineana 
towrrite  toy&flu^M^.  And,  fecandly, 
to  marry  Mr.  Solmea  at  the  caipuatiaa 
of  it. 

«  Impoifible!  Impoflible!'  I  iaid^ 
arithpaffion— What!  might  nat  I  be 
obliged  with  one  week,  wttbaat  fiick 
a  horrid  condition  aa  the  iaft  f 

She  would  go  down,  flie  fiud,  tiiat 
flie  might  nat  Teem  of  her  own  head  ta 
put  upon  me  what  I  thoogfit  a  havdihip 
fo  great. 

Shewentdown:  andcaiaeapagaiB* 

Did  I  want,  wis  the  anfwer,togi¥e 
the  vileftof  men  aii<^ipatanity  to  pot 
his  murdcvotw  fchemet  lata  eaecadoa  f 
-«-It  was  time  for  them  to  pat  aa  tad 
to  my  obftinacy  (they  were  tktd  out 
with  rae)  aad  to  his  hopes  at  onccw 
And  an  end  Jbomld  be  pat  aa  Tuefilay 
or  Wednefday  next,  aifarthe|k)  aalda 
I  would  give  asy  hooour  to  -eampl^ 
with  the  condttioa  apoa  wiuefa  mjf  aaat 
had  been  fo  goadaa  taaUavraw  aaaagfr 
time. 

I  even  ftaapedwidi  tamatkaoeN^I 
called  upon  ber  to  witneft,  that  I  #at 

SViMcft  «£  Ike  cgiifta*'"^*  ^  ^^ 
compaJfion  | 
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comiUion )  this  barbarous  compttllion » 
I  oiled  h;  kt  tiiat  eonftijocnce  be 
wbat  it  would. 

Myftuntchid  me  ioabigWAraia 
tkanevef  ihe  did  before.- 

While  I, in  a  half  phrenty,  ihfifted 
vpon  fecsag  my  father:  i«ch  uiage,  I 
£ud,  fet  me  ab««e  fear.  I  would  re- 
[  jeieetoowriny  deathtohiai,  as  I^ 
I   ay  life 

I  did  go  down  half-way  of  the  ftairr, 
leiblTed  to  throw  myielf  at  his  feet 
vkoever  he  was.— My  aunt  was  fright- 
ed.   Sbe  owned,  that  flie  feared  for 
ny  head.*— Indeed  I  was  in  a  perfeft 
firaay  for  a  few  mimites-->But  faear- 
I    lag  By  brother's  voice,  as  talking  to 
;   fooiebody  in  my  fifter's  apartment  juft 
I    by,  I  ftopt^  and  heard  toe  barbarous 
,    defi^er  fay,    fpeaking  to  my  fifter, 
I   *  This  woiks  charmingly  I    my  dear 
I   ^Atabcllal' 

*  It  doesl  It  does!'  iaid  flie,  in  an 
I  csalting  aaceot. 

'  Let  us  keep  it  up/  faid  my  brother* 
'  "^K  The  villain  is  caught  in  his  own 
I  <  trap!*Now  muft  ihe  be  what  we 
:  «  would  have  her  be.' 

*  Do  you  keep  my  father  to  ft;  I'll 
*  take  care  of  my  mother/  faid  Bella, 

*  Never  fear  I '  faid'he.«-M And  a  laugh 
cf  congratulation  to  each  other,  and 

I  derifion  of  me,  (as- 1  made  it  oat)  qaite 
[  toivadmyfranttckhaiiimirintoavin- 
di&iveoBe. 

My  aunt  then  juft  coming  down  to 
nw,  and  taking  my  hand,  led  me  up} 
I  and  tried  00  ibc^be  me. 

My  raving  was  turned  into  fullent 
;  nefs. 
-  She  preached  patience  and  obedience 
tome. 
I  was  £lent. 

At  laft  (be  defired  me  to  aflure  her, 
I  that  I  would  offer  ntt  violence  to  my  felf. 
I      God,  I  iaid,  had  given  me  more  grace, 
I  hoped,  than  to  permit  me  to  be  guilty 
•f  fo  horrid  a  ndknefs.   I  was  hie  crea- 
ture, and  not  my  own. 
She  then  took  lease  of  me;  and  I  Sn- 
I  fifted  upon  her  taking  down  with  her 
,  the  odions  paKhments. 

Seeing  me  in  fb  ill  an  humomr,  and 
ST  eanieft  tiiat  ike  ihoofd  mkedUsm 


rs; 


iher*  fltetookthcm;  batiaid,thtt 
my  Esther  ftould  noiiLnow  that  Aid  did; 
andkopcd  I  would  better  eonfidcr  of  the 
•mtanv  mm)  be  •calmo-  next  time  they 
SMie  4focd  to  my^pamfal  • 
l.i3ef«Wedafi«rilMiMivg9iie  alithat 


fnf  brother  and  fifter  bad  faid.  I  dwelt 
upon  their  tt'iumpHings  over  me;  an4 
foUnd  rife  in  my  mind  a  rancour  that 
was  new  to  mej  and  which  I  could  nee  , 
withftaod,— And  pakting  every. thing 
together,  dreading  the  near  day,  what 
could  I  do  ?— -Am  1  in  any  manner ex- 
cufable  for  what  ISddo  .>— If  I  Oiall 
be  condemned  b]f  the  world,  who  know 
aot  my  provocations,  may  /be  acquit* 
ted  bv  you  ?<— If  mt^  I  am  unbappf 
iadeedfi^For  this  I  did. 

Hating  ihaken  off  the  impertinent 
Betty,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Lovelace,  to  let 
him  know,  That  aJl  that  was  threat^ 
ened  at  my  uncle  Antonyms  was  in- 
tended to  be  executed  here.  That  t 
had  come  to  a  refoluiion  to  throw  my* 
felf  upon  the  prote^ion  of  either  sjT 
bis  tivo  aunts,  who  would  afford  it  me 
•«In  ihorty  that  by  endeavouring  t* 
obtain  leave  on  Monday  to  djne  in 
the  Ivy  Summer  Houfe,  I  would,  if 
polTible,  meet  him  without  the  garden^ 
door,  at  two,  thre^,  four,  or  live  o'clock 
on  Monday  afternoon,  as  I  (hould  be 
able.  That  in  the  mean  time  he  Aould 
acauaint  me,  ivbether  /  might  hope  for 
eitber  of  tbofe  ladies  proteBiou:  and  if 
I  might,  I  abfolutely  tnfifted  that  hi 
fbouik  lewve  me  %mib  eitber,  and  go  tu 
London  bimfelf  or  remain  at  Lord  M,  V  | 
nor  offer  to  <vifit  me,  till  I  averefatis^ 
fed  that  nothing  cottld  be  done  nvttb  m^ 
friends  in  an  amicable  tuaji  and  tbatM 
could  not  obtain  pojfejffion  of  mf  o<wm 
ejfate^  and  leave  to  live  upon  it;  and 
particularly,  that  be  /hould  mot  tint 
marriage  to  me,  till  J  confented  to  hear 
bim  upon  thatfubjeSi. — I  added,  that  if 
he  could  prevail  upon  one  of  the  MiflVs 
Montague  to  favour  me  nvitb  her  eom». 
fatrf  on  the  road,  it  would  make  me 
abundantly  more  eafy  in  the  thoughts 
of  carrying  into  eifefl  a  refoiutioa 
"which  I  had  not  come  to,  although  fo 
driven,  but  with  the  utmoft  reludance 
and  concern;  and  which  would  throw 
Ibeha-ilur  upon  my  reputation  m  the 
eye  of  the  woiid,  as  pei  haps  I  fliould 
ac^er  be  able  to  wipe  off. 

This  was  the  purport^  of  what  I 
wrote;  and  down  into  the  garden  I  fli4 
with  it  in  the  dark,  which  at  another 
time  liiovldnoe  have  had  the  couragif 
^  des  and  dcpofited  it,  and  came  up 
again  unknown  Coany.body. 
'  My  mind  fo  dreadfully  misgave  me 
when  I  retorted,  that  to  divert  in  fome 
BieaforemyeBCfeafingQueafinefs,  I  had 
recourft 
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rccourfe  to  my  private  pen;  «nd  lO  % 

verv  (hort  time  ran  this  lengtli. 

And  now,  that  I  am  come  to  thii 

.  part,  my  nneafy  reflef):tons  begin  again 

to  pour  in  upon  me.  ,  Yet  what  can  I 

dof«*-I  belicTc  I  (hall  take  it  baek  again 

the  firft  thing  I  do  in  themomingb^ 

Yet  what  can  I  do? 

And  who  knoNvt  but  they  may  have 

■nil  C|wttQi  Q«y  >v  xsCtr  mfCBCIOIIf  tlHNt 

thai  which  win  too  foon  come! 

X  hope  to  depoHt  this  early  in  the 
morning  for  you,  as  I  fhall  return  from 
xeinmin^  my  letter,  if  I  do  refume  it  as 
mj^muMrJefl  mind  bids  me. 

Altftovgh  it.is  now  near  two  o'clocki 
1  have  a  good  mind  to  Aide  down  once 
more,  in  order  to  take  back  my  letter. 
Our  doors  are  always  locked  and  bar- 
red up  at  eleven )  but  the  feats  of  the 
leiler  halUwindows  being  al  moll  even 
vriththe  ffrbund  without,  and  the  (but- 
ters not  difficult  to  open,  I  could  cafily 
|;et  out. 

Yet  why  (hould  I  be  thus  uneafy, 
fince,  (hould  the  letter  go,  I  can  but 
bear  what  Mr.  Lovelace  fays  to  it?  His 
aunts  live  at  too  ^at  a  diibnce  for  him 
tobavean  imniediateanfwcr  from  them$ 
fo  I  can  fcraple  going  to  them  till  I 
have  invitation.  I  can  wjifi  upon  cnc 
of  his  conAns  meeting  me,  as  I  have 
hinted,  and  accompanying  me  in  the 
chariot;  and  he  may  nor  be  able  tox>b- 
tain  that  favour  from  either  of  them. 
Twenty  things  may  happen  to  afford 
stc  a  fttfpenfion  at  leaft;  why  (hould  I 
be  fo  very  uneafy?— When  iilcewiii  I 
can  take  back  my  letter  early,  before  it 
is  probable  he  will  have  the  thought  of 
finding  it  there.  Yet  he  owns  he  ipends 
tlffee  parts  of  his  days,  and  has  done 
for  this  fortnight  paft,  in  loitering  about 
Ibmetimes  in  one  difguife,  fometimes  in 
another,  befides  the  attendance  given  by 
kti  trufty  fervant  when  be  himfelf  it 
aot  in  nvaithigp  as  he  calls  it. 

But  thefe  £-ange  forebodings!— >Yet 
I  can,  if  yon  advife«  caufe  tte  cfaif^ 
te  ^all  bring  wiffi  htm  tc»  carry  me  iff  <? 
feftly  for  town,  whither  in  my  London 
Icheme,  if  you  were  to  approve  it,  I  had 
IMTopofed  to  gO!  and  this  will  fave  yo9 
the  trouble  of  procuring  far  me  a  veJ 
|iicle$  as  well  as  prevent  any  fofpicton 
from  your  mother  of  yoor  contributing 
to  my  efcape. 

3ut,  foficicous  of  your  advice,  and 
approbation  too,  if  lean  have  it,  I  will 
put  an  end  to  this  letter. 

Adieu«  my  deareft  friend^  adieu! 


LETTER    XXXIX. 

'  MISS  CLAHISSA  RARLOWE,  TO  MlSff 
ROWE, 

.  J 
VatDAY  MO«1fIfl6,StVEN**Ct.OCr, 

Y  autttvtftrvey,  who  la  a  very 
early  Tifa>w»awalfcfe  in  the 
gardiKif  (Bettvlkttetidin£[  her|aa^I  faw 
from  my  window  this  m^frnwig)  when 
I  arofe;  for  after  fuch  a  train  M  fatigue 
and  reftlefs  nights,  h  had  nhappily 
overilept  myftlf :  fo  allX/dttrJt- venture , 
upon,  was,  to  ftepdowB  to  mtoottltry* 
yard,  and  depo(it  mine  of  ^eftqpay,  and 
laft  night.  And  I  am  jfift  cdma  up; 
for  (he  is  ftill  in  the  garden.  Thife  pt^- 
vents  me  from  going  to.  rcfnn^  on* let- 
ter, as  i  think  (till  td  doj  aifd  Me  it 
will  not  be  too  late.  ,      ; 

Ifaid,  I  had  unhappily^vc4lepr#)y- 
ftlf :  I  went  to  bed  at  abon^  m!^  an 
hour  af^ertwo.  I  told  the  qayrt^f  till 
five;  after  whielti  dropped :  '  ' 
awaked  not  till  pal(  4t^  an 
great  ten  or,  fro«»ii  dreafei, 
made  fuch  an  imprefiton  ^mot 
(lightly ^s  I  think  of  dreins,!!  cannot 
help  taking  this  atpportui^ty  t#  relate  it 
to  you,  r       » 

Methooght  my  brotbfr,  i4y  uncia 
Antony,  and  ^^.■$olme4  bal  formed 
a  plot  to  defbm  Mr.Lavdjce;  who 
di  (covering  it»  and  beli^in§ 
hand  in  j|,  tmii^d  all  hii  rai 
me.  I  thought  ie  madi  thi 
into  foreign  parts  npon  it;  a 
wards  feizing  iipon  me^  carric 
a  church -yard)  iRidthefe)  tot 
ing  all  my  prayer^  and  tears,  I 
teftations  of  innocesee^  ftabl 
thebeart^  and  then  tumbled 
deep  grave  ready  dug,  aason^ 
three  half-diflblved  cartafta; 
in  the  dirt  and  earth  upoi  on 
hands,  and  trampling  it^^wbi 
feet.  ^  \± 

md  in  agonies;  and  ftill  tlll'fr} 
images  ralM  by  ^j  JPM 
memory*  j 

.  But  why  flionld  I,  who  have  toA  ru£ 
evils  lo  contend  with,  r^ard  imofprnay 
ones?  This,  no  doubt,  waaowrngta 
my  diftnrbed  imagination}  huddlini^ 
tocether  wildly  all  the  fri|jlitful  ideaa 
v^hich  my  auat^s  oonimunicationa  ami 
diftourfe,  my  letter  to  Mr.  Lovelace, 
my  own  luicafineiii  upon  it,  and  the  ap* 
prcbenfiona 


J*^' 
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^xthennofif  of  the  dmdcd  Wediwfday, 
furoiihefi  me  witl^« 

tlOllT  o*cLoclt. 

Th  t  maft»  my  detr,  has  ^t  the  let- 
Itrl— What  a  ftrangc  diligence  1 1  wifli 
k  mean  me  well,  that  he  takes  To  much 
pains!— Yety  to  be  ingenuous,  I  muft 
own,  that  I  ihoald  be  difpleafed  if  he 
took  lefs — I  wtfli,  however,  he  had  been 
ta  hundred  miles  oiFl^What  an  ad- 
natage  have  I  given  him  over  mel 

Now  the  letter  is  out  of  my  power,  I 
hre  more  uneafinefs  and  regret  than  I 
had  before.  For,  till  now»  I  had  a 
doubt,  whether  it  ftiould  or  ihould  not 

E:  and  now  I  think  it  ought  M$i  to 
re  gone.  And  yet  is  there  any  other 
way  than  to  do  as  I  have  done,  if  I 
would  avoid  Solmes?  But  what  a  giddy 
creature  (hall  I  be  thought,  if  I  purfue 
thccourfe  to  which  this  letter  muft  lead 
nc? 

My  dcareft  friend,  tell  me.  Have  I 
done  wrong  >— Yet  do  not  raj  I  have, 
if  yoo  tlnmi  it  |  for  (bould  all  the  world 
boides  condentu  roe,  I  fliall  have  fome 
comfort,  if^'M  do  not.  The  firft  time 
I  ever  befought  you  to  Batter  m^.  That, 
of  ttfelf,  it  an  mdication  that  I  have 
done  wrong,  and  am  afraid  of  hearing 
the  truth— O  tell  me  (but  yet  do  not 
tclt  me)  if  I  have  done  wrong  1 

VftlDAT,  ttlVtM  0*Ct0CX. 

Mr  aunt  has  made  me  another  vifit. 
She  began  what  flie  had  to  fay  with 
letting  me  know,  that  ny  friends  are  all 
perfnaded  that  I  ftill  correfpond  with 
Mr.  Lovelaces  as  is  plain,  ihefaid,  by 
hints  and  menaces  he  throws  out,wbicn 
ftewthat  he  is  apprited  of  feveral  things 
that  have  pafled  between  my  relations 
and  me,  fometimes  within  a  very  little 
while  after  they  have  happened. 

Although  I  approve  not  of  the  me« 
thod  he  ftoops  to  take  to  come  at  his  in  • 
teUigence,  yet  it  is  not  prudent  in  me 
ao  ckar  myfdf  by  the  ruin  of  the  cor- 
rupted fervant,  (although  his  vilcnefa 
has  neither  my  connivance,  nor  appro- 
bation) fince  my  doing  fo  might  occa- 
iien  the  dete£lion  of  my  own  corre- 
fiMmdence;  and  fo  fruftrate  all  the  hopes 
I  have  to  avoid  this  Solmea.  Yet  it  is 
not  stall  unlikely,  that  this  very  agent 
of  Mr.  Lovelace  aas  a  double  part  be- 
tweea  my  brother  and  himi  how  elfe 
can  Mr yM^  know  (fo>Mrtoo)  hit 
o^naces  npoo  the  paffagts  ibey  him  air 
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I  aflured  my  aunt,  that  t  was  too 
much  aOiamed  of  the  treatment  I  met 
with,  (and  that  for  every-oneU  fake  ai 
well  as  for  my  own)  to  acquaint  Mr, 
Lovelace  with  the  particulars  of  that 
treatment,  even  were  the  means  of  cor- 
refpondine  with  him  afforded  me:  that 
I  had  realon  to  think,  that  if  he  were 
to  know  of  ic  from  me,  we  muft  be  upon 
fuch  terms,  that  he  would  not  fcrupie 
making  fome  vifits,  which  would  give 
me  great  apprehenfions.  They  all  kdew^ 
I  faid,  that  I  had  no  communlcatioil 
with  any  of  my  father's  fervantt,  ex« 
ceptmy  lifter's  Betty  Barnes:  foraU 
though  I  had  a  good  opinion  of  them 
all,  and  believed,  if  left  to  their  own 
inclinations,  that  they  would  be  rhd  to 
ferve  me|  yet,  finding  by  their  ihy  be* 
haviour,  that  they  were  under  particU- 
lardire^ion,  I  had  forborne,  ever  fince 
my  Hannah  had  been  fodifgracefullf 
dirmiffed,  fo  much  as  to  fpeak  to  any  of 
them,  for  fear, I  fhould  be  the  occafion 
of  ibeir  lofing  their  places  too.  They 
muft,  therefore,  account  among  them'- 
/ik/£s  for  the  intellieence  Mr.  Lovelace 
met  with,  fince  neither  my  brother  nor 
fifter,  (as  Betty  had  frequently,  in  pr^ife 
of  their  open  heartp,  informed  me)  nor 
perhaps  their  favourite  Mr.  Solmes, 
were  at  all  careful  before  whom  they 
fpoke,when  they  had  any- thing  to  throw 
out  againft  him,  or  even  againft  mtt 
whom  they  took  ffreat  pride  to  join  with 
him  on  this  occafion. 

It  was  but  too  natural,  my  aunt  faid, 
for  my  friends  to  fuppofe,  that  he  had 
bis  intelligence  (partof  itatleaft)  from 
mej  who,  thinking  myfelf  hardly  treat- 
ed, might  complain  of  it,  if  not  to  him, 
to  Mils  Howe;  which,  perhaps,  miphc 
be  the  fame  thins;  for  tney  kjiew  Mifs 
Howe  ipoke  as  ti-eely  of  them,  as  they 
could  do  of  Mr.  Lovelace;  and  muft 
have  the  particulars  fhe  ipoke  of,  from 
fomebody  who  knew  what  was  done 
here.  That  this  determined  my  father 
to  bring  the  whole  matter  to  a  ipeedy 
iflue,  left  fatal  coofequences  fhould  en- 
fue. 

<  I  perceive  you  are  going  to  fpeak. 
'  with  warmth,*  proceeUeJ  fhe,  [and/g 
I  «i4/.]  *  For  my  own  part,  I  am  fure, 

*  you  would  not  write  any -thing,  if  you 
'  d$  write,  to  enflame  fo  violent  a  fpi- 

*  rit.— But  this  is  not  the  end  of  my 

*  prefent  vifit. 

*  You  cannot,  my  dear,  but  be  con- 

'  viaced .  that  your  father  lufiil  be  ojeyrd. 

Li  'The 
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The  more  you  con  tend  aeai  nil  hj$  will, 
the  more  he  thinks  himfelf  obliged  to 
adcrt  his  authority .  Your  mother  de- 
iires  me  to  tell  you,  that  if  you  will 
give  her  the  lea  ft  hopes  of  a  dutiful 
compliance,  ihe  will  be  willing  to  fee 
you  in  her  clofet  juft  now,  while  your 
father  is  gone  to  take  a  walk  in  the 
garden.* 

*  Aftoni(hingperfeverance.!'  faid  I— 
I  am  tired  with  making  declai-ations 
and  with  pleadings  on  this  fubjefl ; 
and  had  hoped,  that  my  refolution  be- 
ing  Lowell  known,  I  (hould  not  have 
been  further  urged  upon  it.' 

'  You  miftake  the  purp«it  of  my 
present  vifit,  Mifs,'  [looking  grave- 
ly  J— « Heretofore  you  have  been  aefired 
and  pruned  to  obey  and  oblige  your 
friends*  Entreaty  is  at  an  end:  they, 
give  it  up.  Now  it  Wrefilved  upon^ 
tnat  your  father's  will  //  to  beobiy'ed\ 
as  it  18  fit  it  (hould.  Some  things  are 
laid  at  your  door,  as  if  you  concur- 
red witn  Lovelaccs's  threatened  vio- 
lence to  carry  you  olF,  which  your 
mother  will  not  believe.  She  will  tell 
you  her  own  good  opinion  of  ]rou.  She 
will  tell  you  how  much  (he  iHU  loves' 
you;  and  what  (he  expe6ls  of  you  on 
the  approach ingocca(ion.  Butyet,that 
ihe  ipay  not  be  expofed  to  an  oppofi- 
tion,  which  would  the  more  provoke 
her,  (he  deiiresthat  you  will  (irft  aiTure 
her  that  you  go  down  with  a  refolu- 
tion to  do  that  with  a  grace  which 
muftbe  done  with  or  without  a  grace* 
And  befidcs,  (he  wants  to  ^ive  you 
fome  advice  how  to  proceed  in  order 
to  reconcile  yourfelt  to  your  father, 
and  to  every -Dody  elfe.  Will  you  go 
down,  Mi(s  Clary,  or  will  you  not?' 
I  faid,  I  (hould  think  myfelf  happy, 
could  I  be  admitted  to  my  mother's  pre- 
fence,  after  fo  long  a  bani(hment  from 
it;  but  that  I  could  not  wi(h  it  upon 
tbofe  terms. 

*  And  this  is  your  anfwer,  niece?' 
♦It  muft  be  my  anfwer.   Madam. 

•  Come  what  may,  I  never  will  have 

•  Mr.  Solmcs.   Ijt  is  cruel  to  prefs  this 

•  matter  fo  often  upon  me. — I  hcvcr 

•  will  have  that  man.' 

Down  ihe  went  with  drfpleafurc.  1 
could  not  help  it.  I  was  quite  tired  with 
fo  many  attempts,  all  to  the  lame  pur- 
pofe.  I  am  amased  that  they  are  not!— 
So  little  variation!  And  no  conceilion 
on  either  Ctje! 


CLARISSA    HARLOWE. 


I  will  go  down  and  depolit  this;  for 
Betty  has  feen  I  have  been  writing.  The 
faucy  creature  to.pk  a  napkin,  and  dip- 
peditin  water,  and 'with  a  fleering  air, 

*  Here,  Mifs;*  holding  the  wet  corner, 
to  me. 

<  What's  that  for?'  faid  I. 

•  Only,  Mifs,  one  of  the  fingers  of 

*  your  right-hand,  if  you  pleafe  to  look 

*  at  it.' 

It  was  inky. 

I  gave  her  a  look ;  btit  faid  nothing. 
But  left  I  (hould  have  another  iearch, 
I  will  clofe  here. 

Cl.  Harlowk. 


LETTER   XL. 

MtSS  CLARISSA  MARLOWE,  TO'lilSS' 
.  HOWB. 

FRIDAY,  OtI*  O^CLOCX. 

I  Have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lovelace, 
full  of  transports,  vows,  an<f  pr». 
mifes.  I  will  (end  it  to  you  incloled.' 
You'll  fee  how  he  engages  in  it  for 
Lady  Betty's  protection,  and  for  Mift 
Charlotte  Montague's  accompanying;^ 
me.  X  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  per- 
fevere,  he  favs,  and  prepai-e  to  receive 
the  perfonaf  congratulations  of  his 
whole  family. 

But  you'll  fee  how  he  prefumes  upon' 
my  being  bis^  as  the  confequence  of 
throwing  myfelf  into  that  lady's  pro- 
teClion. 

The  chariot-and-fix  is  to  be  ready  at 
the  place  he  mentions.  Voull  fte  a« 
to  the  ilur  upon  mv  reputation  abovf 
which  I  am  fo  appreneniive,  hew  boldly 
he  argues.  Generoufly  enough,  indeed, 
were  I  to  be  his^^  and  had  given  him  to 
believe  that  I  would. — But  that  I  bavo 
not  tlone. 

How  one  ftep  brings  on  another  with 
this  encroaching  fex!  How  ibonmaiy  a 
young  creature,  who  gives  a  man  the 
leail  eacouragement,  be  carried  beyond 
her  intentions,  and  out  of  her  own 
power*  You  would  imagine,  by  wbat 
he  writes,  that  I  have  given  him  realbn 
to  think  that  my  averiion  to  Mr.  Solmcs 
is  all  owing  to  my  favour  for  him. 

The  dreadful  tnin^is,  that,  compar- 
ing whiit  he  writes  from  his  inte)Kgei»<- 
cer  of  what  is  defigned  againft  oie* 
r though  he  feema  not  to  know  th* 
threatened  day)  with  what  mvttmt  aani 
Betty  alTare  me  of,  there  can  be  bo  bmie 
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{or  ifif «.  bnt  that  I  muft  be  Solmtt'i 
wife,  if  I  tUy  here.  , 

I  had  better  have  gone  to  my  uncW 
Antony*s  at  this  rate.  I  fliould  have 
pined  time^  atleaft,  by  it.  This  is  the 
tnlt  Qf  hit  fine  contrivances! 

What  we  are  to  do,  and  how  good  he 
is  to  be;  how  I  am  to  dlreA  all  his  fu- 
ture fteps.  All  this  (hews«  as  I  (aid 
before^  that  he  is  fure  of  roe. 

Howerer,  I  have  replied  to  the  foK 

lowinc  efiTea:  That  althotigli  I  had 

given  him  room  to  expe6l,  that  I  would 

put  nsyielf  into  the  proteSioM  ofom,  of 

thi  ladies  of  bu  famifyi  yet  as  I  have 

three  days  to  come,  between  this  and 

Monday,  and  as  I  ftill  hope  that  my 

friends  will  relent,  or  that  Mr.  Solracs 

will  mve  np  a  point  they  will  lind  it 

impomblc  to  carry}  I  (hall  not  look  up^ 

on  myfelf  as  ahfilttteiy  hound  hv  the  at\ 

ffwaments  and  expca,  therefore,  it  J 

rec^e,  that  I  (ball  not  again  b«  caljed 

to  account  for  it  by  him.  That  I  thinly' 

it  neceflary  to  ac(iuaint  him,  that  if  by 

throwing  my(elf  upon  Lady  Betty  LaWf 

lancets  prote^ion,  m  he  propofed,  he 

vnderftands,  thai  I  man  dire£liy  to  put 

Wtffelf  into  bis  pouuer,  he  is  *very  mnck 

mjtakem  for  that  ihere  are  many  points 

in  *whicb  J  nsvft  be  fatisfied-y  frveral 

matters  to  he  a^ufied^  even  after  I  hav^ 

left  this  bouie,  (if  I  die  leave  it}  hefire 

I  cam  think  ofgrning  him  atty  particular 

encouragement:  that  in  the/;/  place  he 

iDuft  expe6l  that  I  will  do  my  uttnofl 

to  procure  my  father^  s  reconciliation  and 

ef  probation  <f  my  future  ftet5\  and  tba( 

ttviU govern  myfelf  entirely  hy  his  com-t 

mands,  in  every  reafonabie  point,  a4 

much  eu^ifl  bad  not  left  bis  houfes  that 

if  he  iipagines,  I  (ball  not  reurve  tg 

myfelf  this  liberty,  but  that  iny  withr 

dnwjng  is  to  give  him  any  advantages 

which  oe  would  not  otber*wife  ha*ve 

bgJi  I  am  determined  to  ftay  where  \ 

9iDj  aiul  abide  the  event,  in  hopes  that 

my  firiends  will  ftill  accept  of  my  rei^e- 

ru^  prpDii^e,  Ne*ver  to  marry  himy  or 

attf-hodp  elfii  *witbout  their  confent. 

This  I  will  depbfit  as  foon  as  I  can. 
Aod  af  he  thinks  tilings  are  near  their 
crifis,  I  dare  (ay  it  will  not  be  long  be- 
lord  I  bave  90  anfver  to  it. 

VRIDAT,  fQVtL  0*CLOCX. 

"t  AM  really  ill.  I  was  ufed  to  make 
file  bcft  of  any  little  accidents  that  be- 
lei  mc,  for  fear  of  making  my  then  af. 
fi^ginate  fnendi  uncafy:  but  now  I 
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lliall  make  the  worft.of  my  jodifpoii- 
tion,  in  hopes  to  obtain  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  threatened  evil  of  Wednefilay  ncxc 
And  if  X  do  obtain  it,  will  poftpone  bjT 
appointment  with  Mr.  Lovelace. 

Betty  has  told  them  that  I  am  rtrf 
.much  indifpofed.  But  I  have  no  pity 
from  any-body. 

I  believe,  I  am  become  the  objc6i  of 
fvery-one*s  averfionj  and  that  tbeV 
would  all  je  glad  I  were  dead.  Indeed, 
I  believe  it.     *  What  ails  the  perverft 

*  creature?*  cries  oiie.— *  Is  Aie  love« 

*  (Ick?*  another. 

I  was  in  the  Ivy  Summer  Hou(e,  and 
came  out  (bivenng  with  cold,  as  rf 
aguifhiy  affected.  Betty  obferved  this ^ 
and  reported  it.—*  O,  no  mattcj*— Let 
'  her  miver  on!-— Cold  cannot  hurt  her; 

*  Obftinacy  will  defend  her  from  harm, 

*  Perverfcnefs  is  a  bracer  to  a  love-fick 

*  eirl,  and  more  effe^ual  than  the  cold<^ 
'  Dathtomalcehardy,althoughthecon« 

*  ftitution  be  ever  fo  tender. 

This  faid  by  a  cruel  brother,  an4 
heard  faid  by  the  dearer  friends  of  one^ 
for  whom,  but  a  few  months  ago,  every' 
body  was  appreheniive  at  the leaft  blaft 
of  wiod  to  which  (heexpofed  herfelf! 

Betty,  it  mufl  be  owned,  has  an  adi 
roirable  memory  on  thefe  occa/ions. 
Nothing  of  this  nature  is  loft  by  her  re- 
petition*,  even  the  very  air  with  which 
me  repeats  what  (he  hears  faid,  renderi 
it  unneceiTary  to  aik.  Who  fpoke  thisor 
that  fevere  thing  ? 

raiDAV,  SIX  o'clock. 

My  aunt,  who  again  ftays  all  nighty 
has  jiid  left  me.  She  came  to  telfme 
the  refult  of  mv  friends  deliberations 
about  me.     It  is  this: 

Next  Wcdncfday  morning  they  are 
all  to  be  aflbmbled  :  to  wit,  my  father; 
mother,  my  uncles,  hcrfejf,  and  m^^ 
uncle  Hervey;  my  brother  and  fiftcr  dJF 
courfei  rny  good  Mrs.  Norton  is  like- 
wife  to  be  admitted ;  and  Dr.  Leweo  it 
to  be  at  hand,  to  exhort  me,  it  fccm#,  if 
there  be  occailon  ;  but  my  aunt  is  not 
certain  whether  he  is  to  be  among  them. 
or  to  tap-y  till  called  in. 

When  this  awful  court  is  alTembledi 
the  poor  prifoner'is  to  be  brought  in, 
fupported  by  Mrs.  Norton;  who  is  to 
be  firft  tutored  to  ini[lru£V  me  in  the 
duty  of  a  child ;  which  it  feems  I  have 
forgotten. 

Nor  is  the  fuccefs  at  all  doubted,  my 

aqnt  fays;  fince  it  is  not  believed  that 

L  1  a  I  can 
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I  ^an  be  hardened  enough  to  wirh(lftn4 
the  expoftuiations  of  Co  re ncrable  a  jti- 
(licature,  although  I  have  withftood 
thoft  of  feycral  of  them  (cp'aratel  y .  A  nd 
(kill  the  lefsy  as  (t^t  hints  at  extraortli- 
vary  cmdefcen^ns  from  my  father.  But 
What  conqefceniions,  from  eyen  my  fa^ 
ther,  can  induce  me  to  ma!^e  fach  a  fm- 
ci'ifice  as  is  expe£led  from  me? 

Yet  my  fpints  will  never  bear  up,  I 
doubt,  at  fuch  a  tribunal— My  father 
prefiding  in  it. 

Indeed  I  expelled,  that  my  trials 
woul4  i^ot  be  at  an  end  till  he  had  ad- 
initted  me  into  his  awful  prefence. 

What  is  hppedfrom  me,  (he  fays,  is, 
^hat  I  will  chearfuliy,  on  Tuefday 
night,  if  not  before,  fign  the  articles  ; 
and  fo  turn  the  fucceeding  day's  folemn 
convention  into  a  day  of  feftivity.  lam 
i^o  have  the  licence  fent  me  up,  however, 
find  once  more  the  fettlements,  that  I 
may  fee  how  much  in  earned  they  are. 

She  further  hinted^  that  my  father 
himlelf  would  bring  up  the  fetdementf 
for  me  to  fign. 

0  my  dear!  what  a  trial  \vi11  thisbel 
—How  (ball  I  be  able  to  refuft  to  my 
father* the  writing  of  my  name?— To 
iny  father,  from  whofe  prcfcnce  X  ha^e 
been  fo  long  baniihcd  !-^He  command* 
^ng  and  entreating,  perhaps,  in  a  breath! 
—How  fhall  I  be  able  to  i-efuie  this  to 
iny  father ! 

They  are  fure,  (he  fays,  A)mething  is 
working  on  Mr.  Lovelace's  part,  and 
perhaps  on  mine:  and  my  father  would 
iboner  follow  me  to  the  grave,  thanfe^ 
ine  kis  wife. 

1  faid,  I  was  not  well :  that  the  very 
apprehenfions  of  thefe  trials  were  al- 
ready infupportabie  to  me;  and  would 
cncreafe  upon  me, as  the  time  approach- 
ed; and  1  was  afraid  I  Ihoula  be  ex- 
tremely ill. 

*  Thpy  had  prepared  themfclves  for 
JTuch  ap  artifice  as  that,  was  my  aunt's 
unkind  word  ;  and  (he  could  afliire  me, 
it  would  (land  me  in  no  ftead. 

'  Aritjicer   repeated  I:    «  and  thif 

*  from  niy  aunt  Hcrvey  ?' 

«  Why,'  giy  dear,'  faid  (he,  '  do  you 

*  think  people'  are  fools  ?— Can  tliey 

*  not  fcCjlioWdifmally  you  endeavour 

*  to  (igh  yourfelf  down  within  doors?— 

*  How  you  hang  down  your/u;^//yar#' 
[thofe  were  the  words  (he  was  pleafed 
%o  ufe]  «  upon  your  bofom— How  you 
\  touei'i  as  it  were,  and  hold  by  thi$ 


'  chair,  and  bjr  thai  dpor-poft,  iphen 

*  you  know  that  anv-body  fees  you.* 

[Thi»,  my  dear  Miw  Howe,  is  an  af- 

jp^riloin  to  faft«n  hypocrify  and  contempt 

upon  m^:  xny  brother's  or  fitter's  afl 

periion!-;-!  am  not  capable  of  aits  fo 

low.]  *  But  the  moment  you  are  down 

wicn  your  poultnr,  or  advancing  upon 

your  gar<ien-walk,  and,  as  you  inia* 

gine,  outof  every-bodjr^s  fight,  it  it 

f(pei|  hpw  nimbly  you  trip  alons;  aii4 

what  an  aleftnefs  governs  aU  your 

motions.' 

'•  T(houldhatemyrelf,'  (aid I,  'were 
I  capable  of  fuch  poor  artifices  a$ 
thefe.  i  muft  be  a  fool  to  u^  them^ 
as  well  as  a  mean  creature;  for  have 
I  not  had  experience  enough,  that  my 
friends  are  incapable  of  being  moved 
in  much  more  affeSing  UJiemces  /— 
But  you'll  fee  how  I  (hall  be  by  Tuef- 
day.' 

*  My  dear,  you  will  not  oflfer  anj^ 
violence  to  your  health  ?•— I  hope  God 
haf  given  you  more  grace  than  to  dp 
that.' ' 

'  I  hope  he  has,  Madam.  But  there 
is  violence  enough  oflfered,  and  threa- 
tened, to  aflfeS  my  health;  and  fo  it 
will  be  found,  without  niy  needing 
to  have  recourfe  to  any  other,  or  to 
artifice  either.' 

'  I'll  only  tell  you  one  thing,  my 
dear :  and  that  is  i  111  or  well,  the  cere- 
mony will  probably  be  performed  be- 
fore Wednefday  night — But  this, 
alfo,  I  will  tell  you,  although  beyond 
n>y  pre(ent  commiflion,  that  Mr. 
Solmes  will  be  under  an  enga^ment, 
nf  you  (hould  require  it  of  him  as  4 
tavour)  after  the  ceremony  is  pafled, 
and  Lovelace's  hopes  thereby  uturl  j 
extingui(hed,  to  leave  you'aty^ur  fa* 
ther's,  and  return  to  his  own  hou(e 
every  evening,  until  you  are  brought 
to  a  full  fenle  of  your  duty,  and  cSa- 
fent  to  acknowledge  your  change  61* 
name.* 

There  was  no -opening  of  my  lips  to 
fuch  a  fpeech  as  this.  I  was  dumb. 
'   And  thefe,  my  dear  Mifs  Howe,  are 
thev,  who,yoM#  of  them  at  leaft,  have 
called  me  a  romantick  girl!— Xkia  is 
my  chimerical  brother,  and  wiie  fifter  \ 
both  joining  their  heads  together,  I  dare 
fay.    And  yet,  my  aunt  told  me,  Unft 
the  laft  part  was  what  took  in  my  mo« 
ther;  who  had,  till  that  expedient  was 
found  out^  infiUcdj  that  her  child  &ool^ 
•    «* 
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act  be  married.  If,  iSirmiffh  grief  or  op. 
po&tion,  ihe  Ihould  be  illy  or  fall  into 
fits. 

Tiiis  intended  yiolence  my  aunt  of* 
ten  ezcn(ed,  bv  the  certtin  infonnatiou 
tbcy  pretended  to  have,  of  fome  plots 
or  machinations,  that  were  readf  to 
heak  out,  from  Mr.  Lovelaee*i  the 
efleds  of  which  were  thus  cunningly  to 
be  fruftrated, 

raiDAT,  wiKs  o'etoC¥. 
And  now,  my  dear,  what  fliall  I 
conclude  upon?  You  fee  how  deter- 
mined—But bow  can  lexpeft  your  ad- 
vice will  come  time  enough  tonand  me 
in  any  ftead?  For  here  I  have  been 
down,  and  already  have  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Lovekce,  [tbenuuilrves  up* 
M  tbej^tf  I  tbink:']  and  I  muft  write  to 
him,  either  that  I  will  or  will  not  fland 
to  my  firft  refolution  of  efeaping  hence 
on  Monday  next.  If  I  let  him  know, 
that  I  will  not,  (appearances  fo  ftrong 
in^ahjf  him,  znd  fir  Solmet,  even 
&onger  than  when  I  made  the  appoint- 
ment) will  it  not  be  juftlv  deemed  my 
own  fault,  if  I  am  comf^elled  to  marry 
their  odious  man  f  And  if  any  mifchief 
enTuefrom  Mr.  Lovelace*s  rage  and 
ifilappointment}  will  it  not  lie  at  my 
door?— Yet,  he  offers  fo  fair!— -Yet,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  incur  the  cenfttre  of 
the  world,  as  a  dddy  creature— But 
that,  as  be  Hints,  I  have  already  incur- 
red— ^Whatcan  I  do  >— O  that  my  cou- 
fin  Mordeiw-But  what  fignilies  wilh- 


ing? 
I  will 


[  will  here  give  you  the  Atbftance  of 
Mr.  Lovelace's  letter.  The  letter  it- 
lUf  I  will  fend,  when  I  have  anfwered 
it;  but  that  I  will  defer  doing  as  long 
as  I  can,'  in  hopes  of  finding  reafon  to 
tetrad  an  appointment  on  which  fo 
muchdepeM.  Andyetitis  neeeflary 
you  ilWiild  have  all  before  you  as  I  so 
dmr,  t)ut  you  may  be  the  better  able 
ito  advife  me  in  this  dreadful  crifis. 

He  begs  my  pardon  for  writing  with 
ib  much  afliirance;  attributing  it  to  his 
mbounded  tranfport;  and  entirely  ac- 
fluiefces  in  my  will.  He  is  full  of  al- 
ternatives andpropofals.  He  offers  to 
mfead  M€  dtrealj  to  La^  Bettfs\  or,  if 
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I  had  rather,  /e  my  ¥wn  9^Mti\  and  that 
my  Lord  M.  lhalTprotcft  me  therej  [ha 
knows  not,  my  dear,  my  reafons  for  re« 
je6^ing  this  inconfiderate  advice.]  la 
either  cafe,  as  foon  as  he  fees  me  fafc» 
be  will  go  up  to  London,  or  whither  I 
pleafc)  and  not  come  near  me,  but  by 
my  own  permifltoni  and  till  I  am  fa« 
tisfied  in  every- thing  I  am  doubtful  of, 
as  well  with  regard  to  his  reformation, 
as  to  fettlements,  &c. 

To  €9HduB  m$  to  you,  my  dear,'  it 
another  of  his  propouls,  not  doubting, 
he  iays,  but  your  osother  will  receif« 
mef :  or,  if  that  be  not  agteenble  t» 
yon,  or  to  your  naother,  or  to  me,  he 
will  put  me  into  Mr,  HickmmCs  pro- 
tedion  \  whom,  no  doubt,  he  fays,  yon 
can  influencej  and  that  it  may  be  ^ivea 
out,  that  I  am  gone  to  Bath,  or  Bnftol, 
or  abroad}  wherever  I  plcaie. 

Again,  if  it  be  more  agreeable,  ht 
propofes  to  attend  me  privrnteh  to  Lorn* 
douf  where  he  will  procure  handfome 
lodgings  for  mej  and  both  bis  coujhi 
Mout^ue  to  receive  me  in  tbnu,  amd  It 
aceempemy  me  tiU  edUJhtM  ht  a^ufiedf  ■ 
mfmtud\  and  till  a  reeoudiiatton  fiedi 
be  ijfe3ed\  which  he  aflurcs  roe  nothing 
fliall  be  wanting  in  him  to  facilitate; 
matly  as  he  been  infulted  by  all  my 
family. 

Thefe  fe«%ral  meafures  he  propofes 
to  my  choice;  as  it  was  unlikely,  he 
fays,  that  he  could  procure,  ie  the  time^ 
a  letter  frqm  Lady  Betty,  under  her 
own  hand,  to  invite  me  in  form  to  her 
houfe,  uiilefs  he  had  been  bimfelf  to  g» 
to  that  lady  for  it;  which,  at  this  cri^ 
tical  cenjunfture,  while  he  is  attending 
my  commands,  is  impoilible. 

He  conjures  me,  in  themoft  folema 
manner,  if  I  would  not  throw  him  into 
utter  defpair,  to  keep  to  my  appoint* 
roent. 

However,  inftead  of  threatening  my 
relations,  or  Solmes,  if  I  recede,  h« 
refpeflfully  (ays,  that  he  doubts  not, 
but  that,  \i  \do^  it  will  be  upon  fuch 
reafons, '  as  he  ought  to  be  fatisfied 
with  (  upon  no  /lighter,  he  hopes,  thaa 
their  leaving  me  at  full  liberty  to  pur« 
Aiemy  own  inclinations:  in  which 
(whatever  they  (hall  be)  he  will  etf. 


.    *  It  may  not  be  amtf^  to  obierve  hi  this  place,  that  Mr.  Lovelace  artfuUy  contrived  to 
jrite  the  family  00,  by  pcnttitting>&i'i  and  tbtir  agent  Leman  to  report  machina tioni,  whidi 
^had  neitlicr  intention  nor  power  to  execute.  - 
f  See  the  Note  on  Page  158  of  this  Volume. 

tirely 


ttt 


tirety  acquielce^  only  encSeavouring  tf 
inakg  hisjutHTt  gaoH  heharjiour  tbeJoU 
grotmd  for  his  expeciatkn^^mjf  favour. 

In  (bort,  he  foleinnly  vows»  that 
)ils  lubgle  view  at  preiieiit,)^  to  fr^  mt 
from  my  impnfonmcivt;  and  to  reftor« 
loe  to  my  own  frcc-wilU  in  a  point  ib 
aJ>roIutely  ncceiTvy  to  my  futujre  hap* 
pinefs.  He  declares,  that  neither  tho 
hopes  h«  has  of  my  future  favour,  nor 
the  confideration  of  his  own  and  fami- 
ly >  lionoufj  will  permit  him  to  propose 
|Dy-thii»g  that  JbaU  h<  ine^nfifient  *wkh 
m^  vwn  imfi  JirHpui$uj  mthnj :  and« 
lor  my  mind^  faipe,  fliould  chufe  t<^ 
Kave  the  proppfed  end  obtained  by  my 
friends  declining  to  compel  me.  But 
that  BeTertheleiis,  as  to  the  world's  opi* 
Bion,  it  it  inipoi&ble  to  imagine,  that 
the  behaviour  of  my  relations  to  nic 
has  not  :}Ueady  brovight  upon  ,my  fa« 
■lily  thofe  free  cenfures  wb&ch  they  de- 
ierve^  and  caufed  the  ftep  which  .1  am 
£o  Icrupaloua  about  takings  to  be  no 
«ther  tlian  the  m^tifral  and  ixpe^ut 
^eoDfequence  of  their  tieatmont  of  me. 

Indeed,  I  am  afraid  all  tbia  is  true; 
wad  it  is  owing  to  ibmc  little  degree  of 
iKtlitenefs,  that  Mr.  Lovelace  does  not 
fay  all  he  might  fay  on  this  fubjtA:  for 
I  Bave  no  doubt  that  I  Am  the  tallc,  and 
perhaps  the  bye- word  of  half  the  coun- 
ty. If  ib,  I  am  afraid  2  can  now  do 
nothing  that  will  give  aie.naore  difgraoe 
thair  I  have  alresMdy  io  cavfelefsly  re- 
ceived by  their  indifcreet  perfccutsons: 
imd  let  me  be  whofe  I  will»  «nd  do 
prhat  I  will,  I  fl»ll  never  wipe  oiF  the  . 
ftain  which  ray  con^enaent,  and  the 
rigorous  ufage  I  have  received,  bav€ 
iixed  upon  me^  at  leaft  in  my  own 
•pinion. 

I  wi(h,  if  ever  I  am  to  beconlldered 
pa  one  of  the  eminent  family  this  man 
is  allied  to,  fome  of  them  do  not  think 
the  y^wk  of  me.  for  the  difgrace  I 
Jbave  Received »  In  that  cafe,  perhaps, 
I  Ikall  be  obliged  to  him,  if  hi  do  not. 
You  fee  how  much  this  harfli,  this 
crvel  treatment  ffom  my  own  family 
^t  humbled  me  I  But  ^haps  I  was 
M  much  exalted  before. 
'  Mr.  Lovelace  concludes,  with  re- 
|«atcdly  begging  an  interview  with 
hie;  and  that,  this  night,  if  pofTible: 
an  boBour,  he  fays,  he  is  the  more  en- 
couraged to  folicit  for,  as  I  had  twice 
before  made  him  hope  for  it.  But  whe- 
ther he  obtain  it  or  not,  he  befceches 
me  to  chufe  one  of  the  alternatives  he 
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oiTers  to  my  acceptance;  and  not  to  4e* 
pait  from  myreiolution  of  efcaptngoq 
Monday*  unlefs  the  reafon  ceafes  on 
which  i  bad  taken  it  up;  and  tb«t  X 
have  a  profpeA  of  being  reftored  to  the 
favour  of  npy  friends;  at  leaft  to  my 
own  liberty^  and  fieedom  of  choice^ 

He  renews  all  his  vows  and  promiica 
oo  this  head  in  fo  eameft  aad  lo  iolcmn 
a  manner,  that  (his  own  intereft^  and 
his  family*s  honour^  and  their  ftfuonr 
for  nM,  co-operating)  1  can  have  na 
roam- to  dotib^  of  his  (incenty. 


LETTER   XLL 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWS,  TO  MlSa 
MOWR. 

SAT*  HOBH.  8  0*CLOCK    (aVBXI.  S.} 

WHETHER  you  will  blame 
me  or  not,  I  cannot  tell,  hot  I 
have  depofited  a  letter  confirmincr  my 
refo^utioa  to  leave  this  bonie  on  Mo]>- 
day  next,  within  the  hour  mentioned 
in  n»y  former,  if  poffible.  I  have  ikot 
k«^  a  copy,  of  iu  Bat  this  is  the  fob- 
ftance. 

I  tell  him.  That  I  have  no  way  tp 
avoid  the  ^ternined  refolutioa  of  my 
friends  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Solroea,  but 
by  abandoaisg  this  houfe  by  his  affift«> 
ance« 

I  have  not  pretended  to  make  a  raerii 
with  him  on  this  (core^  for  I  plainly 
tell  .him.  That  could  I.  oAutSamt  dm 
unparchnabli  Jifif  die  when  I  "wuU^^ 
1  would  fijoaev  make  death  mychoice» 
than  take  a  ftep,  which  all  the  worlds 
if  not  my  own  heait,  would  oondenta 
me  for  taking. 

I  tell  him,  That  I  (hall  not  trr  to 
.bring  any  other  cloatbs  with  me,  man 
tbofe  I  (hall  have  en;  and  thofe  but 
my  common  wearing-apparel;  left  I 
iiould  be  fufpe^ed*  That  I  muft  ex* 
pe6t  to  be  denied  the  po0e£&on  of  mj 
eftatet  but  that  I  am  determined  never 
to  confent  to  a  litigation  with  my  fa- 
ther, vi^re  I  to  be  reduced  to  ever  lb 
low  a  ftate.  So  that  the  prote6^ion  1 
am  to  be  obliged  for  to  any  one,  xmA 
be  alone  for  the  diftrcfs  lake.  Tha^  | 
therefoie,  he  will  have  nothing  to  hope 
for  from  this  ftep,  that  he  bad  n9t  ke^  ■ 
fore:  and  that,  in  every  light  I  reienre  ! 
to  myfelf  to  acctpt  or  refufi  bis  ad^ 
drefsy  as  bis  Ubavmur  and  circum/p^c- 
iionjbafl  appear  to  im  to  defer*ve. 

I  tell 
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I  tel]  Mm,  Thtt  I  think  it  Mft  to  go 
bts  a  prUrsu  lodging,  in  the  neigh- 
bo'/rtood  of  Lac^  Betty  Lawrance^ 
asd  HOC  to  her  ladyfinp*s  houic^  that 
it  m^  Act  oppeor  to  the  world,  thM  I 
hMntt  rrfttsediwffiif  in  bisjAmilyi  and 
that  a  recondliation  whh  my  friend t 
nay  not,  on  that  accotint,  he  ntade 
impradicable:  that  I  will  fend  for  thi- 
tiKr  Dvy  faithful  Hannah;  and  tppme 
oaly  Mfft  Howe  where  1  am.  That 
In  jbsU  iff/iok'Jf  ha^ve  m£,  and  go  to 
liondcD,  or  to  one  of  Lord  M/«  leata} 
wd  (at  he  had  promifed)  not  oome 
•or  me,  but  by  my  leave)  caatentto; 
kinleif  with  a  eomfpondence  by  let* 
teroaiy. 

That  if  I  find  ttiyfclf  in  danger  of 
heing  diicovered,  and  carried  back  by 
vioieoce,  X  will  then  throw  myfelf  di« 
nBly  into  the  prateAi«n  aitbtr  cf  La-* 
dy  Betty  or  Lady  Sarah  x  but  Sbis  onfy 
MM  cttfk  if  ahfoiuig  tc^ftf  9  for  that  it 
will  be  more  (o  my  r^utation,  for  me^ 
by  the  beft  meant  I  can,  (taking  ad- 
vantage -of  mv  privacy)  to  tmer  by  a 
lecond  or  third  hand  i«f>  M  tnaiy  of  rt* 
tmtUMtum  tmth  mf  frund*. 

That  I  muft,  howevtr,  plainly  «eil 
htm,  that  if  in  thit  treaty,  my  friendt 
o^  jMr  mf  refi^wing  agaittfi  marryisg 
imj  I  nj>^  if^^i  t9  c$mpfy  ^ib  Mm\ 
Mvided  they  wilUllow  me  to  promifi 
oim,  Aat  I  *wiU  nevir  be  tbe  wifi  of 
mt^  t$tir  mmi.  'Otbih  b$  niMtims  fi'tgi'^ 
t/rislMng^  that  thit  it  a  compliment 
lam  willfug  to  pay  him,  in  return  lor 
Che  trouble  and  paint  he  hat  taken,  and 
the  wlage  be  hat  met  with,  on  my  ac>- 
fonnt.  AJ though  I  imimate,  that  hi 
niay»  in  »  great  meaAire  tbank  htm* 
ielf  (by  reaSm  of  the  littlr  re^td  he 
baa  pmd  to  hit>  reputation)  for  the 
'  iighu  he  hat  met  with. 

i  toU  him,  Tbat  I  may,  in  thit  pri. 
^  VacT,   write  to  iiiy  oouftn   Morden^ 
and,  if  poi&ble,   intereft  him  in  my 
cai^. 

I  take  Ibme  brief  notice  then  of  hit 
altcmativea.         * 

Too  muft  think,  my  dear,  that  thit 


tmbtpmr  fbroevpon  iBC,  and  tbit  pro4 

je6l«o  night,  moke  it  necdTiry  foi-  ms 
to  account  to  him  much  fooner  tlian  I 
iiould  otberwtfe  chnfc  to  do,  for  eve^y 
part  of  my  conju*^ . 

It  is  not  to  hr  e.".:ve£^v-d,  I  fii  h.'-?, 
that  yourmoth^T  •...:!  lai'ir.^ii  iirn.-.'. 
or  futf«-r  you  oi  'vii.  Hi«*ktmn  lo  bf 
embroiled,  oi]  '»i  /  I'-.o-ji.t :  sr.d  ..,  to 
Hit  propofiil  of  iny  .t;o:ng  to  Lorijior., 
I  am  fttch  an  aUblute  i^ran«;«r  to  every- 
body there,  and  have'fuch  a  bad  opi* 
nion  of  the  place,  that  I  cannot  by  any 
meant  think  of  going  thither ;  except 
I  (bould  be  induced,  fome  time  hence, 
by  the  ladiet  of  his  faaoily  to  attend 
them. 

At  to  the  meeting  he  is  deiirout  of,  f 
think  it  by  no  means  properj  efpecially 
IS  it  is  fo  likely  that  I  may  foon  fee 
him.  But  that  if  any  .thing  occurs  to 
induce  me  to  change  my  mind,  as  to 
withdrawing,  I  will  then  tnke  tbe  frft 
opfortnnitf  to  fee  bim,  €md  gi<ve  bim 
tny  reafons  for  tbat  ebange. 

This,  my  dear,  i  the  kit  f<Tuple4 
to  write,  at  it  might  qualify  him  !• 
bear  fuch  a  difapnointment,  ihooJd  I 
give  it  him;  he  naving,  befidet,  he- 
hmred  fo  very  onexceptionably  when  hit 
furprixed  me  fome  time  ago  in  the 
Ibnely  Wood  Houfe. 

Finally,  I  command  myfelf,  at  a 
'perfon  in  diftrtft,  and  merely  at  Jueh^ 
to  hh  honoor,  and  to  the  proteAion  of 
the  ladies  of  hit  family.  I  repeal 
[moft  cordially,  I  am  furet]  my  deep 
concern  for  being  forced  to  take  a  ftep 
lb  difagreeable,  and  fo  derogatory  to 
my  honour.  And  having  told  him, 
that  I  will  endeavour  to  obtain  leave  t« 
dine  in  the  Ivy  Summer  Houfe*,  and 
to  fend  Betty  of  fome  errand,  whea 
there,  I  leave  the  xt^  to  him)  hut 
imagine,  that  about  four  o'clock  will 
be  a  proper  time  for  him  to  contrive 
fome  fignal  to  let  me  know  he  is  at 
hand,  and  forme  to  unbolt  the  garden >' 
door. 

I  added,  by  way  of  pdftfcript,  That 
their  fufpicions  fccming  to  encreafc,  { 


*  The  J'vy  Summer  Heufi  (or  Ivy  Bmoer^  as  it  vras  fometimes  called  In  the  family)  \v^ 
uApibcey  that  fr;>m  a  girl,  this  young  lady  delighted  ia.  She  ufed  in  the  fummer-month^ 
Sbefoeatly  to  fit  and  work,  and  read,  and  write,  and  draw,  and  (when  pemiitced)  to  brcak- 
aod  dine,  and  fometimes  to  ftlp,  in  it$  efpecially  wheh  Mifs  Howe,  who  bad  an  equal 
_gtoit,  was  her  vUitor  and  gueft. 

Sbedcfcribes  it,  in  another  letter  (which  appears  not)  as  pointing  to  a  pretty  variegated 
'  ipe  of  wx)d,  water,  and  hilly  countiy;  ^frblch  had  pleafed  herfo  much,  that  ihe  iu^l 
It;  Cbe  piece  hanging  up,  in  ner  parlour,  among  fome  of  her  other  drawings. 

advire 
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advtfe  him  to  contnve  to  ieod  or  come 
to  the  tifiial  place,  m  frequently  at 
poffibk,  in  the  mterral  of  time  till 
Monday  morning  ten  or  eleven  o*cIock; 
as  fomething  may  pofltbly  happen  to 
make  me  alter  my  mind. 

0  my  dear  Mils  Howet«*what  a  (ad» 
iad  thing  is  the  neccflltty,  forced  upon 
mtf  for  all  this'  preparation  and  con- 
trivance!— But  it  is  now  too  late!*- 
But  howl— rM/if/^,  did  I  fay?— What 
a  word  is  /Atf/.'— What  a  dreadful  thing, 
^loere  I  to  repent,  to  fiml  it  to  be  too' 
Ute  to  remedy  the  apprehended  evili 

SATvanAT,  Taw  o*cx.ock» 
Mr.  Solmbs  is  here.     He  is  to 
dine  wttK  his  new  relations,  as  Betty 
tells  ritt  he  already  calls  them. 

He  would  have  thrown  himielf  in  my 
way  once  moret  but  I  hurried  up  to 
my  prifon,  in  my  return  from  my  gar* 
den  walk,  to  avoid  him. 

1  had,  when  in  the  garden,  the  cu- 
Tiofity  to  fee  if  my  letter  were  gone :  I 
cannot  fav  with  an  intention  to  take  it 
back  asain  if  it  were  not,  becaufe  I 
§st  not  how  I  could  do  otherwiie  than  I 
lave  done;  yet,  what  a  caprice !  when 
I  fojind  it  gone,  I  began  (as  yeftesday 
noming)  to  wifli  it  had  not.  For  no 
other  reafbn,  I  believe,  than  becauft 
it  was  out  of  my  power. 

A  ftrange  diligence  in  this  man  t«— 
He  fayf9  he  almoft  lives  upon  the 
place;  and  I  think  Co  too. 

He  mentions,  as  you  will  fee  in  his 
letter,  four  feveral  difguiics,  which  he 
puts  on  in  one  day.  It  is  a  wonder^ 
neverthelcfs,  that  he  has  not  been  feen 
by  (bme  of  our  tenants:  for  it  is  im- 
poflible  that  any  difgutie  can  hide  the 
^racefiilncis  of  his  fi^^ure.  But  this 
IS  to  be  fiud,  that  the  adjoining  grounds 
being  all  in  our  owe  hantls,  and  no 
common  foot-paths  near  that  part  of 


the  garden,  and  through  the  park  aftd 
coppice,  nothing  can  be  mcfre  bye  aad 
'vnfrequented. 

Then  they  are  lefs  watchful,  t  be- 
lieve,  over  my  garden-walks,  and  ny 
noultry-vilits,  depending,  as  my  aunt 
hinted*  upon  thfi  bad  charaftel*  they 
have  tak<h  fo  much  pains  to  fisften  up- 
on  Mri  Lovebce.  This,  they  think, 
/and  ju^fy.  think)  muft  fill  me  with 
doubts.  And  then  the  nfttd  I  have 
hitherto  had  for  my  reputation,  is  ano- 
ther of  their  iecurities.  Were  it  not 
for  theie  two,  thev  would  not  furely 
have  ufed  me  as  they  have  donc|  and 
at  the  fame  time  left  me  the  opportn- 
nities  which  I  have  feveral  times  had, 
to  get  away,  had  I  been  diipofed  to  do 
fo*)  and  indeed  their  dependence  on 
both  thefe  motives  would  have  bfen 
well  founded,  had  they  kept  but  tole- 
rable meafures  with  me. 

Then,  perhaps,  they  have  no  notion 
of  the  back-door;  as  it  is  feldom  open- 
ed, and  leads  to  a  place  fo  pathlefs  and 
lonefomef .    If  not,  there  cwt  be  no 
other  way  to  efcane  Qf  one  would) 
unlefs  by  the  plauy  lane,  fo  foil  of 
fpnnes,  by  which  your  fervant  reaches 
the  loiitary  Wood  Houfe;  to  which 
lane  one  muft  defcend  from  a  high 
bank,  that  bounds  the  poultry-yanL 
For,  as  to  the  front-way,  you  kttow, 
one  muft  pafs  throu^  the  houie  to 
that,  and  in  fight  of  me  parioura^  and 
the  Servants  hi^l;  and  then  have  the 
open  court-yard  to  go  thiough,  and^ 
by  means  ot  the  iron-gate^  be  foil  in 
view,  as  one  paifes  over  the  lawn,  fW 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  together;  the  youn^ 
plantations  of  cims  and  limes  affonl- 
mg  y«t  but  little  Ihade  or  covert. 

The  Ivy  Summer  Honfe  is  the  moll 
convenient  for  this  hea^-afieAingpur* 
pofe,  of  any  ipot  in  the  garden,  as  ii 
IS  not  far  from  the  back-£or,  and  yd 


*  They  mifht,  aodou^,  malce  a  dcpeadence  upoo  the  reafons  fte  pvei:  but  their  chid 
ie|ianee  was  upon  the  vigilance  of  ibek  Jofeph  Lemaa;  little  iou^ining^  what  an  impln. 
ment  he  was  of  Mr.  Lovelace. 

'{•  This,  in  another  of  her  letters,  (which  neither  is  iofetted)  is  thus  deferibeA.— <  J 

*  piece  of  ruins  upon  it,  the  remalos  of  an  old  chapel,  now  ftanding  Ui  the  midft  of  dk 

*  coppioe;  here  and  there  an  overgrown  oak,  furrounded  with  ivy  and  miilefioe,  ftarth^  ra 

*  tofandify,  as  it  were,  the  awful  fotemnefsof  the  place:  a  fpot,  too,  where  a  man  haw 

*  tag  been  found  hanging  fome  years  ago,  it  was  ufed  to  be  thought  of  by  us  when  rhUih— 
«  and  by  the  maid-fervants,  with  a  degree  of  tenor,  (it  being  aAually  the  babtiatiott 

*  efairis,  ravens,  and  other  ominous  birds)  as  haunted  by  ghofb,  goblins,  fpe£bcs.    Tk 
^  genuine  reAiU  of  country  lonelinefs  and  ignorance:  notions  which,  early  propagated,  as 

*  apt  to  leave  filapre^ns  even  upon  minds  grown  ftiong  enough  at  the  lame  time  tD  ^t&d 
«  ^  like  Credulous  lsU|es  in  others** 
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in  another  allet«  Si*  y<ra  may  rcmem* 
facr.  Then  it  it  feldom  itforted  to  by 
uy-body  elfe,  except  in  the  fisniner- 
moDtht,  becaufe  it  it  cool.  When 
they  loved  me,  they  would  often,  for 
diis  reaiboy  ob)e€fc  to  m^  long  conti* 
Boance  in  it:— but  now>  it  it  no  matter 
what  becomes  of  me.  fiefides,  c^is 
£  bractTy  at  rov  brother  faid  yefterday. 
Here  I  will  depofit  what  I  have 
written.  Let  me  bare  your  prayerty 
my  dear  $  and  jour  afrprobation»  or 
your  cenAire,  ot  the  ftepc  I  have  tal^en  t 
tor  yet  it  may  not  be  quite  too  late  to 
revoke  the  appointment.  I  Bm  jour 
mtfi  i^eBmuUi  andftutbful 

Cl.  Hahlowb. 

Why  will  you  iend  your  icrvant 
empty-handed? 


LETTER   XLIL 

IfISS   HOWE»    TO  MISS  CLAlISSA 
HAlLLOW£. 

tAT.  AmtMoeir. 

BY 'your  laft  date  of  ten  o*clock  in 
yourietter  of  tbitdav,  vou  could 
not  long  have  depoiited  it  berorcRobin 
took  it.  He  rode  hard,  and  brought 
it  to  me  )uft  as  I  had  rifen  from  table. 

You  may  juftly  blame  me  for  fend- 
tng  my  mefienger  empty-handed,  your 
fituation  coniidered}  and  yet  that  very 
fitnation  (fo  critical!)  is  partly  the 
Raibn  for  it:  for  indeed  I  Know  not 
what  to  write,  fit  to  fend  you. 

I  have  been  enquiring  privately, 
how  to  procure  you  a  conveyance  from 
Harlowe  Place,  and  yet  not  appear  in 
iti  knowing,  that  to  oblige  in  iYktfoB^ 
and  to  djfobiige  in  the  mtuuur^  is  but 
obliging  by  hSves :  my  mother  being 


-inoreove 
Aneafy: 


rer  very  fufpicious,  and  very 
iyi  made  more  fo  by  daily  vifits 
firom  vour  uncle  Antony;  who  tells 
Ii0r,  tnat  every-thing  is  now  upon  the 
pMt  of  being  determined;  and  hopes, 
that  her  daughter  will  not  fo  interfere, 
as  to  diibottrage  your  compliance  with 
^ir  wills.  This  I  came  at  by  a  way 
that  I  cannot  take  notice  of,  or  both 
Ihoald^hear  of  it  in  a  manner  nekbtr 
would  like:  and,  imthouT  that,  my 
»other  and  I  have  had  almoft  hourly 
kickeringa. 
1  found  most  difficulty  Aaa  I  «s« 


pefted  (as  the  time  wai  eottfin^,  and 
fccitiV  required,  and  as  yoo  fo  eameft- 
ly  forbid  me  to  accompany  you  in  your 
enterprise)  in  procuring  you  a  vehicle* 
Had  you  not  obliged  me  to  keep  mea* 
fures  with  my  mother,  I  could  hava 
managed  it  with  eafe.  I  could  even 
have  taken  our  own  chariot,  on  one 
pretence  or  other,  and  put  two  hor(ea 
extraordinary  to  it,  if  I  had  thought 
iit}  and  I  could,  when  we  had  got  to 
London,  have  ^t  it  back,  and  no« 
body  the  wifer  as  to  the  lodgings  wa 
miffht  have  taken. 

f  wifli  to  the  Lord,  you  had  permit- 
ted this.  Indeed  I  think  you  are  too 
punAilious  a  great  deal  for  your  litoa- 
tion.  Would  you  expert  to  enjoy 
your(elf  with  your  ufual  placidne£if 
and  not  be  rpffled,  in  an  hurricana* 
which  every  moment  threatens  to  blow 
your  houfe  down } 

Had  your  dilhrfs  fprung  from  your* 
lelf,  that  would  have  been  another 
thing.  But  when  all  the  world  knows 
where  to  lay  the  fault,  this  alters  the 
cafe. 

How  can  yon  fay  I  am  happy,  when 
my  mother,  to  her  power,  is  as  much 
an  abettor  of  their  wickednefs  to  my 
deareft  friend,  as  your  aunt,  or  any« 
body  elfe.>— And  this  through  the  in* 
(ligation  of  that  bdd-headed  and  fool* 
ifli  uncle  of  yours,  who  [forry  crea- 
ture that  he  is !  ]  keeps  her  up  to  refo* 
lutions  which  are  unworthy  of  her,  for 
an  example  to  me,  if  it  pleafe  you.  la 
not  this  cau£e  enough  for  me  to  ground 
a  refentment  upon,  fufiicicnt  to  juftify 
me  for  accompanyinff  you;  the  friend* 
fliip  between  us  (b  well  known  ? 

Indeed,  my  dear,  the  importance  of 
the  cafe  coniidered,  I  muft  repeat,  that 
yo^  are  too  nice.  Don*t  they  alreadv 
think,  that  your  non-compliance  with 
their  odious  meafures  is  owing  a  good 
deal  to  my  advice  >  Have  they  not  pro« 
bibited  our  correfpondcnce  upon  that 
very  formife  ?  And  have  I,  but  on  jroaf 
account,  reafon  to  value  *wbmt  they 
think? 

Beddes,  what  difcredit  have  I  to  fear 
by  fuch  a  ftepf  What  detriment! 
Would  Hickman,  do  vou  believe,  re* 
fufe  me  upon  itr— If  ne  did,  fliouid  X 
be  forry  for  that?— -Who  is  it,  that 
has  a  foul,  who  would  not  be  aife£led 
by  fuch  an  inftance  of  female  friend* 
(hip? 

JBut  I  (hottld  vex  and  diforder  my 
M19         Aothari«*« 
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motiier!— Well,  that  is  fomctbtngs 
but  not  more  tlian  (be  vexes  asid  diiiM'- 
ders  me,  on  her  being  made  an  impie* 
ment  by  fuch  a  fonry  cfeatnrci  who 
ambles  hither  every  day  in  ^te  to  mj 
deareft  friend— Woe  be  to  Mb,  if  it 
be  for  a  doukle  /^^ /—Chide  me,  if  you 
vnlU  I  don't  care. 

I  fay,  and  I  infift  upon  it,  fuch  a 
ftep  wonld  ennoble  your  fiiend :  and  if 
ftiU  you  will  permit  it,  I  will  take  the 
o&ee  out  of  Lovelace*s  hands;  and, 
to-morrow  ■  evening,  or  on  Monday 
before  his  time  ofappointment  talus 
place,  wiU  come  in  a  chariot,  or  thaile. 
And  then,  my  dear,  if  we  get  off  as  I 
wifli,  wHl  we  make  terms  (and  what 
tfrms  we  pleafe)  with  them  all.  My 
mo^er  will  be  glad  to  receive  her 
daughter  again  I  warrant:  and  Hick- 
man will  cry  fwj^y  on  my  leturnj  or 
he  fliall  for  firrow. 

But  you  are  fo  very  earneftly  angry 
with  me  for  propofing  fuch  a  ftep,  and 
have  always  fo  much  to  fay  for  your 
fide  of  any  quel&on,  that  I  am  afraid  to 
urge  it  farther.— Only  be  fo  good  (let 
me  add)  as  to  encourage  me  to  refume 
it,  if,  upon  farther  coniideration,  and 
upon  weighing  matters  well,  (and  in 
mj  light,  whether  beft  to  go  off  with 
met  or  with  Loveiace)  you  can  get 
over  your  punctilious  regard  for  my 
reputation.  A  woman  going  away 
with  a  'woman  is  not  fo  dircreoitable  a 
thiii^  furelyl  and  with  no  view,  but  to 
aa/oid  tbe  /eUonvs!^-^  fay,  only  be  £0 
good  as  to  confider  this  point;  and  if 


rt  refufe  the  Mi$r  method— But  f  fiuj^ 
would  not  for  the  preient  touch  any 
more  that  ftriag.  Yet,  one  word  mofe, 
chide  me  if  you  pleafe:  if  any  barm 
betide  you,  I  Aiall  for  ever  blame  my 
modmr— Indeed  I  ihall— And  perhaps 
yourfelf,  if  you  do  not  accept  of  my 
offer. 

But  one  thing,  in  your  prefent  fitu- 
ation  and  profpeCbs,  let  meadvile:  it  is 
this,  that  if  you  do  go  off  with  Mr. 
Lovelace,  you  take  the  firft  opportunity 
to  marry.  Why  ihould  you  net^  vidien 
every -bod  jr  vvill  know  by  nvbofe  aflift- 
ance^  and  m  ^wbufe  companv,  you  leave 
your  father's  houfe,  go  whitherCbevcr 
you  will  ?— You  may  indeed  keep  him 
at  adiftance,  until  fettlements  aredrawn, 
and  fuch  like  matters  are  adjuffed  to 
your  mind:  but  even  thefe  are  matters 
of  lefs  confideration  in  your  particular 
cafe,  than  the^  would  be  in  that  of  moft 
others:  and  hrff,  Becaufe^  be  his  other 
faults  what  they  will,  nobody  thinks 
him  an  ungenerous  man:  next,  Becanfi 
tbe  pofleiHon  of  your  eftate  muff  be 
given  up  to  you  as  foon  as  your  cou£n 
Morden  comes;  who,  as  your  truftee, 
will  fee  it  done;  and  done  upon  proper 
terms:  sdly,  Becanfe  there  is  no  want 
of  fortune  oahis  fide:  4.thfy,  Becanfe  all 
his  family  valaeyoti,  and  areextremely 
defiroos  that  you  fhould  be  their  rela- 
tion :  5thl^,  Becanfe  he  makes  no  fcrup^ 
of  accepting  you  without  condidons« 
You  fee  how  he  has  always  defied  your 
relations;  [I,  for  my  own  part,  can  for- 
give him  for  the  fault:  nor  know  It  if  it 


you  can  get  over  yomr  fcmples  on  ny    be  nota  noble  one]  and  I  dare  fay,  he  had 
account,  do.     And  fo  1^  will  have    rather  call  yOu  bis,  without  a  (hilling, 

than  be  under  obligation  to  thofe  whom 
he  has  full  as  Uttle  reafon  to  love,  aa 
theyhaveto  love  him.  Ysu  have  heard, 
that  his  own  relations.caicnot  make  his 


done  with  this  argument  for  the  pre- 
Ibnt ;  and  apply  myfelf  to  ibme  of  the 
paffages  in  yours. 

A  time,  1  hope,  will  come,  that  I 
fhall  be  able  to  read  your  afieftingnar- 
ratives  without  t^t  impatient  bitter- 
nefs,  which  now  boils  over  in  my 
heart,  and  would  flow  to  my  pen,  were 
I  (o  enter  into  the  particulars  of  what 
you  write.    And  indeed  I  am  afraid  of 


proud  fpirit  fubmit  to  o*ve  any  fiivour 
to  them. 

For  all  thefe  rcafbns,  I  think,  you 
may  the  lefs  ffand  upon  previous  fet- 
tlements. It  ia  therefore  my  abibUite 
opinion,  that  if  you  do  withdraw  with 


giving  you  my  advice  at  all,  or  of  telW   htm,  (and  in  that  cafe  you  moft  let 
ing  you  what  I  fhould  do  in  your  cafe;  ^bim  be  judge,  when  he  can  leave  you 


f  foppoiing  you  will  ffill  refufe  my  of- 
fer; finding  too,  what  you  have  been 
brought  or  rather  driven  to,  without 
it)  left  any  evil  fliould  fbllow  it:  in 
which  cafe,  1  fhould  never  forgive  my* 
ielf.  And  thiscoofideratioa  has  add- 
ed to  my  difficulties  in  writin|^  to  yon 
new  you  ar«  upon  fvch  t  crifisj  and 


With  farety,  jon'U  obferve  tbai)  you 
iiould  not  poftpone  the  ceremony. 

Give  this  matter  your  moft  &rioat 
confideration.  Punctilio  is  out  of  dooct 
the  momentyou  are  gut  o^  your  iatfaer*B 
houfe,  I  know  how  juflly  ibvere  yoit 
have  been  upon  thofe  inexcu&ble  cren^ 
tun»  wbofe  giddineis,  and  eren  umnt 

•f 
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^  deeiuCff  litve  m«le  them,  in  the 
/mr  h9mr  a«  I  may  fiiy,  ieapfron  a  na- 
reiit*s  window  to  a  hiiibaB<l*t  bea** 
Bve  conitdcring  Lovrlace's  diaraAer,  I 
Rpcat  my  opiatoii)  that  yoar  r^fv/a- 
ikfi  in  the  eye  of  the  world  requim 
that  BO  delay  be  made  in  this  point 
wImo  once  you  are  ia  bit  power. 

I  need  not,  I  am  fnre,  make  a  ftrengcr 
plea  to  jva. 

Yon  iay»  in  excnfe  for  my  motbefy 
(wbat  my  fervent  love  for  my  friend 
very  ill  brookt)  Tba^  we  ought  not  to 
blame  any  one  for  not  doing  what  iie 
baa  an  option  to  do,  or  to  let  alone. 
Tbisy  in  ealet  of  friendfliip,  would 
admit  of  verv  ftria  If  ircuffion.  If  the 
thing  nqamd  be  Of  grestir  confe- 
ottCBcey  or  even  of  iq9dtlp  tp  the  per- 
ioii  feoght  to»  and  it  were,  aa  the  old 
pbnftbae it,  u  tiAemth^m  nUffmuTi 
JruBd'sfortt  i9  pmt  tf  Mit  Mr*/  mmt, 
ibmathing  mi^ht  be  Ikid.^-Nay,  it 
woold  be,  I  will  ventore  to  lay,  a  fel- 
iMb  tbioff  in  «•  m  aik  a  favoor  of  a 
ifriend  which  would  fobjeft  that  friend 
%B  ^kutfame  or  tfual  inconvenience  at 
that  mm  which  we  wanted  to  be  re- 
lievad.  The  recjuefter  would,  in  this 
cafe,  ttach  bis  Ihend,  by  his  mvm  Ai- 
4ii  caeample,  with  much  hetttr  reaibn, 
to  deny  him,  and  defpiie  a  firiendfliip 
lb  «mjr  nominal.  But  if  by  a /f/>  in- 
convenience to  ourfelves,  we  could  ft- 
lieve  oor  friend  from  a  greatir^  the  re- 
MiX  of  fuch  a  favour  makes  the  refuler 
trnwottby  of  the  name  of  friend:  nor 
would  I  admit  fuch  a  one,  not  even  into 
the  9Kitrm$i  fold  of  my  heart. 

I  am  wc&  aware  that  this  is  your  opi- 
aion  of  friendihip,  as  well  as  mine: 
for  I  owe  the  diftin&ion  to  you,  upon 
a  certain  occafionj  and  itiaved  me  from 
a  very  great  inconvenience,  as  ymi  moft 
But  yon  were  al- 


lancing,  wpripotuUrattHgnxYktVy  made 
the  iflfueof  the  alternative  (hovrever  im" 


ways  for  making  excufes  for  other  peo- 
'  plct  in  cales  wherein  jpou  would  not 
ftave  aUowed  of  one  tiryourfi^, 

I  muft  own,  that  were  thefe  enooies 
for  a  firiend^s  indiiiersnce,  or  denial, 
'made  byany-bodybotjwa,  in  a  caie  of 
lbeb4M|lf  trnportrnMetoherfelf,  and  of 
ib  eomparative  zfinMU  one  fo  tbofe  for 
wbofe  pronftion  tewonld  be  thought 
to  wiflu  li  ^ho  am  forever,  as  you 
bave  oiten  remarked,  endeavouring  to 
tsnce  efleAs  to  their  eaufea,  Ibould  be 
flWKly  Jto  fttfpeft,  that  there  was  a  la- 
Icotj  oaowncd  inclinatioDj  which  ba« 


portent)  fit  more  lightly  upon  the  ex* 
««fer*s  mind  than  Ac  cared  to  own. 

You  will  underftand  me,  my  dear. 
But  if  you  do  not,  it  may  be  at  wdl 
for  roe$  for  I  am  afraid  I  Oiall  kavi  ii 
from  you,  for  but  ftartikg  fuch  a  no* 
tion,  or  giving  a  hint,  which  jMU-hap^4, 
as  you  did  once  in  another  caw,  ^you 
win  leprimandingly  call,  not  bcmg 
able  to  forego  the  oftentation  of  faga- 
city,  thourh  attbeexpence  of  that  ttn* 
dernefs  which  is  due  to  fricndihip  and 
charity. 

What  fignifies  owning  a  fault  with- 
out mending  it,  you*ll  fay  ?— Very  true, 
my  dear.  But  you  know  I  ever  was  a 
faocy  creaturo— Ever  ftood  in  need  of 
great  allowancN.— And  I  remember 
ukewife  that  I  ever  had  them  from  my 
dear  Clarifla.  Nor  do  I  doubt  them 
now:  for  yo«  know  how  much  I  love 
you— If  it  be  poflible,  ptort  than  /ny- 
fil/ 1  love  you !  Believe  me,  my  dear; 
and^  in  consequence  of  that  belief,  you 
wiU  be  able  to  judge,  how  much  I  am 
aHeAed  by  your  prefent  diftrefsfxil  and 
critical  fituation{  which  will  not  fuffer 
me  to  pafs  by  without  a  cenfure  even 
that  fbihjhphy  of  temper  in  your  own 
caule,  which  you  have  not  in  another's^ 
and  which  all  that  know  you  ever  ad- 
mired "you  for. 

From  this  critical  and  dilb^sful 
fituation,  it  fliall  be  my  hourly  prayer, 
that  you  may  be  delivered  without  ble- 
miib  to  that  h^r  fame,  which  has  hi- 
therto, like  your  heart,  been  unfpotted. 

With  this  prayer,  twenty  times  re- 
peated, conclodesjrpirr  evir-s^eSiofuUt 
Anna  Hbwg. 

I  hurried  myfelf  in  writing  this  i  , 
and  I  hurry  Robin  away  with  it, 
that  in  a  fituation  fo  very  critical, 
yon  may  have  all  the  time  poilible 
to  conhder  what  1  have  written, 
upontwo  points  fovery  important, 
I  will  repeat  them  in  a  very  few 
words: 

Whether  you  chufe  not  rather  to  go 
off  with  one  of  tour  onvnfiXy  with 
your  Anna  Hows— than  with 
one  of  the  0/^^;  withMr.Lovfi.  . 

LACS?  r 

And  if  Mi/, 
Whether  you  fliould  not  marry  him 
asiboiiaspoffiblef 
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SATURDATy   APT^ftlCOON* 

'  AIRE  AD  Y  have  I  an  ccAatick 
Jl\  anfwer,  as  I  may  call  it,  to  my 
fetter. 

He  promifei  compliance  with  my  will 
In  every  article:  approves  of  all  I  pro- 
pofe;  particularly  of  the  private  lodg* 
jng:  and  thinks  it  a  happy  expedient 
to  obviate  the  cenfures  ot  the  bufy  and 
'  the  unreflecting;  and  yet  he  hopes*  that 
'  the  putting  myfelf  into  the  protection 
of  either  of  his  aunts  (treated  as  I  am 
treated)  would  be  far  from  being  look- 
ed upon  by  any-bo^y  in  a  difreputable 
light.    But  every  thing  I  enjoin  or  re- 
folve  upon  mu(i,  he  fays,  be  right*  not 
only  with  refpeCl  to  my  prefent  but  fu- 
ture reputation  J  with  regard  to  which, 
he  hopes  fo*  to  behave  himfelfi  as  to  be 
aUtnvid  to  be,  next  to  myfelf*  more 
froperly  folicitous  than  any-body.    He 
win  only  afTure  me*  that  his  whole  fa- 
mily are  extremely  defirous  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  perfecutions  I  labour 
-  under,  to  make  their  court  and  endear 
themfelves  to  me*  by  their  heft  and  moil 
chearful  fervices:  happy*  if  they  can 
in  any  meafure  contribute  to  my  pre- 
fent freedom  and  future  happineis. 

He  will  this  afternoon*  he  lays*  write 
to  Lord  M.  and  to  Lady  Betty  and 
Lady  Sarah*  that  he  is  now  within 
.  view  of  being  the  happieft  man  in  the 
world,  if  it  be  not  his  own  faulty  iince 
the  only  woman  upon  earth  that  can 
make  him  fo*  will  be  fopnout  of  dan- 
'  ger  of  being  another  man's}  and  can- 
not pofltblyprefcribe  anjr  terms  to  him 
that  he  (hall  not  think  it  hit  duty  to 
comply  with* 

He  flatters  him(elf  now*  ^mv  laft 
letter  confirming  my  refolution)  tnat  he 
can  be  in  no  apprehenlion  of  my  change 
ing  my  mind,  unlefs  my  friencis  change 
their  manner  of  acting  by  me^  which 
lie  is  too  fure  they  will  not*.  And 
now  will  all  his  relations,  who  take 


fuch  a  kind  and  generons  flitfe  in  \Am  - 
interefts*  gloiy  and  pride  themfdvcs  in 
theprofp^s  he  has  before  bim. 

Thus  artfully  does  he  hold  me  t9  it. 
As  to  fortune*  he  bees  of  me  ncrt  to 
be  folicitous  on  that  icore :  that  hi^ 
own  eftate  is  fufficient'fer  us  both;  nor 
a  nomhudy  but  a  real^  two  thoufiiml 
pounds  per  mrnntm^  equivalent  to  fome 
eftates  reputed  a  third  more:  that  it  ne- 
ver was  encumbred :  that  he  is  clear  oF 
the  world*  both  as  to  book  and  bond 
debts;  thanks*  perhaps*  to  his^nV^^ 
more  than  to  his  virtues  that  Lord  M. 
moreover  refolves  to  fettle  upon  him  a 
thoufand  pounds  per  wmum  on  his  nup* 
tials.     And  to  this*  he  will  have  it^ 
his  lordihip  is  ioftigated  more  bv  mo* 
tives  of  jufiice,  than  of  generejii^i  as 
he  muft  confider  it  was  but  an  equiva* 
lent  for  an  eftate  which  he  had  got 
pofTeffion  of*  lo  which  bis  (Mr.  Love- 
lace's) mother  had  better  pretenfions* 
That  his  lordfliip  alfo  propofed  to  ^ve 
him  up  either  his  feat  in  Hertforddiirry 
or  that  in  Lancaihire*  at  his  own  or  aC 
his  wife's  option*  efpecially  if  lam  tte 
perfon*    All  which  it  will  be  in  my 
power  to  fee  done*  and  pn^ier  iettie- 
ments  drawn*  hefere  I  enter  into  any 
farther  engagements  with  him;  if  I  wiU 
have  it  £o. 

He  fays*  That  I  need  not  be  under 
any  folicitude  as  to  apparel:  all  na- 
mediate  occafions  of  that  fort  will  be 
moft  chearfully  fupplicd  by  the  ladies 
of  his  family:  as  my  others  fliall*  with 
the  greateft  pride  and  pleafure  (if  I  wilt 
allow  him  that  honour)  by  himfelf. 

He  aflTures  me*  That  I  fliall  govern 
,  him  as  I  pleafe*  with  regard  to  any- 
thing in  bis  power  towaitis  cffisfting  « 
reconciliation  with  my  friends:  a  point 
be  knows  my  heart  is  fetupon. 

He  is  afraid*  that  the  timewill  hanily 
allow  of  his  procuring  Mifs  Charlotte 
Montague*s  attendance  upon  me*  at 
St.  Albaa^s*  as  he  had  propofed  ihe 
ihould;  becaufe*  he  unomands*  flie 
keeps  her  chamber  with  a  violent  cold 
and  fore  throat.  But  both  ihe  and  her 
£fter*  the  firft  moment  dw  is  able  to  go 
abroad*  fliall  vifit  me  at  my  private 
lodgings;  and  intfodoce  me  to  Lady- 
Sarah  and  Lady  Betty,  or  thofe  kdiea 
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fo  oe,  at  I  iiall  Aufei  aa^  sccomMmy 
net^town,  if  !pl«afc;  andftayaslofig 
in  it  with  me,  m  I  tkall  think  £t  to 
ftaydierr. 

Lord  M.  will  alio,  at  my  own  time, 
and  in  my  own  manner,  (that  it  to  fay^ 
cither  publickly  or  privmtely)  make  me 
a  viiit.  And,  for  his  own  part,  when 
he  haa  feen  me  in  fafety,  eittier  in  their 
proteaion,  or  in  the  {uivacy  I  prefer,  he 
will  leave  me,  and  not  attempt  to  vifit 
me  hut  by  my  own  perraiffion. 

He  had  thoughts  ooee,  he  fays,  on 
hearing  of  his  coufin  Chariotte*s  in- 
dirpo6tion,  to  have  engaged  his  coofin 
Patty^s  attendance  upnn  me,  either  in 
or  about  the  neiffhbouriae  Tillage,  or 
at  St.  Alban^s:  but,  he  toys,  flie  is  a 
low-iptrited,  timorous  girl,  and  would 
hut  tne  more  have  perplexed  lis. 

So,  my  dear,  the  enterprise  requires 
courage  and  high  fpirits,  yon  fee  1— 
And  indeed  it  doesl-*What  am  I  about 
to  do! 

He  himCelf,  it  is  plain,  thinks  it  ne- 
cc&y  that  I  ihould  be  accompanied 
widi  one  of  my  own  fez.— He  might, 
at  kaft,  have  propoied  the  woman  of 
one  of  the  ladies  of  his  family«->-Lord 
bleft  me !— What  am  I  about  to  do! 
#  # 
After  all,  far  as  I  hare  gone,  I 
know  not  but  I  may  ftill  recede:  and 
if  I  do,  a  mortal  quarrel  I  fuppofe  will 
cnfue.— 'And  what  if  it  does  ?— Could 
there  he  any  way  toefcape  this  Solmes, 
a  breach  with  Lovelace  might  make 
way  for  the  iingle  life  to  take  place, 
which  I  fo  much  prefer:  and  tnen  I 
would  defy  the  fex .  For  I  fee  nothing 
hot  trouble  and  vexation  that  they  bring 
upon  ours:  and  when  once  entered,  one 
is  obli^d  to  go  on  with  them,  tread- 
ing, with  tes^  feet,  upon  dioms, 
and  flmrpcr  thorns,  Co  the  end  of  a  pain- 
ful joomey. 

What  to  do  I  know  not.  The  more 
I  Aink,  the  more  I  am  embarralfed ! 
•-And  the  ftronger  will  be  my  doubts 
as  the  appointed  time  draws  near. 

]to  1  will  go  down,  and  take  a  little 
turn  in  the  garden;  and  depofit  this, 
and  hia  letters  ail  but  the  two  laft, 
which  I  will  inclofe  in  my  next,  if  I 
have  opportunity  to  write  another. 

Meantime,  mydear friend«— — But 
what  can  I  defire  yon  to  pray  forr-«- 
Adieo  thail*»Let  mc  only  fay<»A^ 
disnt 
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soMDAT  atoaiftif 0,  Avaiif. 

DO  not  think,  mv  beloved  friend, 
aldiough  you  have  given  me  tft 
yours  of  yettcraay  a  feifirer  inftanoe 
of  what,  neverthelefs,  I  muft  call  your 
impartial  love,  than  ever  yet  I  rrceivel 
fromyou,  that  I  will  be difpleafed  widh 
yon  for  it .  That  would  be  to  pot  my- 
felf  into  the  inconvenient  fituation  of 
royalty:  that  is  to  (hy,  ««/  ^f  ibi  mta^ 
of  ever  being  told  of  my  faults;  of 
ever  mending  them;  and  in  tbi  «m^  of 
making  the  bncereftand  warmeft  friend* 
fhip  uleleft  to  me. 

And  then  how  brightly,  bow  nohljr 
glows  in  your  bofom  the  facred  flame 
of  friendinip;  iince  it  can  make  jnw 
ready  to  impute  to  the  unhappy  fuflenr 
a  lefs  4Ugrei  of  warmth  in  ber  <nvm 
cauie,  than  you  have  for  her,  because 
flie  endeavours  to  diveft  herfdf  oijiff 
fo  far  as  to  leave  others  to  the  optioa 
which  they  have  a  right  to  make!— • 
Ought  I,  my  dear,  to  blame,  ought  I 
not  rather  to  admire  you  for  this  ar£>utt 

But  neverthelefs,. .  left  you  AouM 
think  that  there  is  any  foundation  for  a 
furmife  which  (although  it  owes  it*a 
rift  to  your  friendihip)  would,  if  theie 
HAnre^  leave  me  utterly  inexcufable;  I 
muft,  in  juftice  to  royfelf,  declare,  that 
I  know  not  my  own  heart,  if  I  havt 
any  of  that  latent  or  un-onaned  incH^ 
nation^  which  you  would  impute  to 
ioty  other  but  me.  Nor  does  then*- 
fortant  alternative  Jit  lightly  on  n^ 
mimf.  And  yet  I  muft  ezcufe  your 
mother,  were  it  but  on  this  (injgle^on- 
'  iideration,  that  I  could  not  prefume  to 
reckon  upon  ber  favour,  as  I  conld 
upon  her  daughter^!,  fo  as  to  make  the 
claim  of  friend fliip  upon  ber^  to  whom, 
as  the  mother  of  my  dearett  friend,  4 
veneration  Is  owing,  which  can  hardly 
be  compatible  with  that  fweet  famili- 
arity wkich  is  one  of  the  indifpenfable 
requifites  of  the  facred  tie  by  whidt 
your  heart  and  mine  are  bound  in  one* 

What  therefore  I  might  expeft  from 
my  Anna  Howe,  I  ought  nof  from  her 
mother^  fdr  vrould  it  not  be  very  ftrange, 
that  a  pcfihii  of  her  experience  fliould 
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be  reflefted  upon  becatife  (ht  gaw  not 
vf  her  9ini  pidgment,  where  the  con- 
Sequence  of  her  doing  fo  would  be  to 
embroil  berielf,  as  ike  ftppreheiid«y 
with  a  fainilv  (he  has  lived  well  with, 
an4.  in  behalf  of  a  child  againft  Iier  pt- 
rentt?— As  flie  has  moreover  a  daugh- 
ter of  her  own:— a  daughtor  too,  give 
me  leave  to  fay v  ^^  whofe  vivaottf  and 
cfaanning  fpinu  Ihe  is  more  apprehen- 
£ve  than  me  need  to  be,  becaufe  her 
truly  maternal  c&res  make  her  fear  more 
from  htrjautb,  than  ibe  hopes  firom  her 
frudi»€i\  which  nevertbefefs  flie  and 
all  the  world  know  to  be  It^yomiMtK 
ycart* 

And  hers  let  me  add,  that  wba^ver 
70U  may  generDufly*  end  as  the  refult 
«f  an  ardent  affe^on  for  your  unhappy 
friend,  urge  on  this  head,  in  my^  be- 
half, or  harihly  againft  any  one  who 
tnay  rcfafe  me  protection  in  the  extra- 
ordinary circnmftanccs  I  (ind  myfelf 
SRii  J  have  fome  pleafure,  in  being  able 
to  cucb  vndue  expeAations  upon  my 
indulgent  fnendt»  whatever  were  tp 
befal  myfelf  from  thofe  circumftances| 
lor  X  ihouJd  be  extremely  mortified, 
were  I  by  my  felfiih  forwardnefs  to  give 
loccafion  for  fuch  a  check,  as  to  be  told, 
that  I  had  encouraged  an  unreafonabie 
liope;  or,  according  to  the  phrafir  you 
mention,  wiflied  to  take  a  tbom  out  tf 
witf  onvnfoott  and  tdput  it  into  thmtofm^ 
friend.  Nor  fliould  I  be  better  pleaied 
with  myfelf,  if,  having  been  taught  by 
nv  good  Mrs.  Norton,  that  the  beftof 
fcnools  is  that  of  affUiiiont  I  (bould  ra- 
ther learn  impatience  than  the  contrary, 
by  the  leflbns  I  am  obliged  to  get  by 
lieart  in  it;  and  if  I  flioukl  judge  of  thie 
wteriu  of  otbers,  as  they  were  kind  to 
me-,  and  that  at  the  expence  of  their 
own  convenience  or  peace  of  mind. 
For  is  not  this  to  fuppoie  myfelf  ever 
in  the  right;  and  all  who  do  not  a£l  as 
I  would  have  them  ad,  perpetually  in 
the  wrong  ?  In  fliort,  to  make  my  fake. 
Cod's  fake,  in  thefenfeof  Mr.  Solmes's 
pitiful  plea  to  me  f 

How  often,  my  dear»  h«ve  you  and 
I  endeavoured  to  deteCk  and  oenliire  thk 
partial  |pirit  in  others } 

But  I  know  you  do  not  alwayn  con- 
tent yourfelf  with  fiivtng  what  yon 
think  may  JHftlyht  fyid^  lKit»  in  ordei: 
to  fliew  the  extent  of  a  penetratioa 
which  can  go  to  the  bottom  of  any  fub- 
|e£l,  delight  to  fay  orto  writeall  tluit  C09 
hcfaid  or  iwUteuj  or  even  thought^  on 


the  particularoccafiM;  and  tlus  portfy 
perhaps  from  being  defirous  [pavdoo 
me,  my  dear  I]  to  be  thoughr  miftrefs 
of  a  fagacity  that  is  aforeband  with 
events.  But  who  would  wiih  to  draia 
off  or  dry  up  a  refrefliing  current,  bo- 
caufe  it  now -and- then  puts  us  to  iboe 
little  inconvenience  by  it*s  ovei-ftow- 
ings  ?  In  other  words,  who  would  not 
allow  for  the  livelinefs  of  a  fpiric  which 
for  one  painful  ienfibility  give*  an  hun- 
dred pleaTurable  ones  ?  And  the  cme  ia 
conftquence  of  the  other  t 

But  now  I  come  to  the  two  points  la 
your  letter,  which  moft  feniibly  coa* 
cern  mes  thus  you  put  them^- 

Wbether  T  chufe  not  rather  to  go  off 
[locking  words']  with  one  of  my 
9njmfe9Ci  with  my  Anna  Howb 
•—than  with  one  of  the  01^^  1  with 

Mr.  LOTBLACB  i 

And  if  not. 

Whether  I  Oionld  nbt  marry  bim  aa 

foonaspoilible? 

Yoo  know,  my  dear»  my  remfoas 
for  rejefting  your  propofal,  and  cvca 
for  being  earneft  that  you  (bould  n<»t  be 
inotvn  to  be  aiTifting  to  me  in  an  en- 
terpriae  in  which  a  cruel  necelfity  in- 
duced me  to  think  of  engaffiogi  aaid 
for  which  jM  have  not  tMlame  plea* 
At  this  rate,  weil'tnight  your  mother 
be  oncafy  at  our  correfpondeoce^  not 
knowing  to  what  tncottveniencas  it 
might  fubjcft  her  and  you !— If  /  an& 
haraly  excufableto  think  of  withdraw- 
ing from  my  aalm^  friends,  whatoould 
jfMf  have  to  fay  for  yourfelf,  were  yoa 
to  abandon  a  mother  lb  indmU^emif 
Does  ihe  fufpe£l  that  your  ferrent 
frieadfliip  may  lead  you  to  ^fmaU  in- 
difcretion?  And  dees  this  fufpicion  of«. 
fend  you  ?  And  would  you,  in  reient- 
meat,  fltew  her  and  the  world,  that  yoa 
can  voluntarily  ruAi  into  the  bigbeff^^ 
tor  that  anv  of  our  fcxcan  be  gailty  o£? 

And  is  it  worthy  of  your  gencrofitv 
[I  afk^ott,  my  dear,  is  it?]  to  think 
of  taking  fo  undotifnl  a  Hep,  becaaie 
you  believe  your  mother  wooU  bcghal 
to  receive  yoo  again  ? 

I  do  aiiure  yott,  that  wdv  I  to  talee 
this  ftq>  myfelf^  I  would  run  all  tilqaca 
rather  than  you  ihould  acooopaaT  ac 
in  it.  Have  1,  do  yoa  think*  ndefite 
to  dmihU  and  treble  my  own  fault  in 
the  eye  of  the  world?  Intbeejreofthat 
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worM,  wbidi,  cruelly  at  I  am  vM,  f  not 

knowing  all)  would  not  acquit  M^r 

But,  my  drareft,  kindeft  friend,  let 
me  lell  you,  that  we  will  w^fker  of  ut 
lake  Inch  a  ftep.  The  manner  of  put- 
ting your  queftiont  abundantly  con* 
Tinces  me,  thai  I  •ught  not,  in  yoitr 
opinion,  to  attempt  it.  You  no  doubt 
huemd  that  I  (hall  fi  take  it|  and  I 
tkank  yoa  for  the  equally  polite  and 
forcible  conviftion. 

It  is  fome  iatisfaaion  to  me,  (taking 
tbe  matter  in  this  light)  that  I  had  be- 
Mn  to  wafer  before  I  received  your 
Lft.  And  now  I  tell  you,  that  it  has  ab- 
iblutely  determined  me  Mf  to  go  off  ^  at 
kaft,  not  to-morrow. 

Ifjrwr,  my  dear,  think  the  ifiu  aftbf 
i^nuUive  (to  ufe  your  own  words) 
Jbj  Jo  lightly  ufrntmy  mind\  in  iiort, 
that  my  imciination  \%fnUty\  the  *world 
would  treat  me  much  lefsTcrupulouily. 
When,  therefore, 'you  reprtfent,  that 
tfUpuMBU'w  mufi  be. at  em  end  tbe  mo- 
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I  thoogm,  trcnccd  at  X  mi  tfttttray  femc^ 
thing  was  to  be  fatd  in  excufe  of  it-« 
If  not  to  the  world,  to  ^yfilfi  and  t9 
be  Jelf-acfimtted^  is  a  bleiling  to  be  pre« 
ferred  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  world. 
But,  after  I  have  cenfured  moft  ferere- 
1^,  as  I  have  ever  done,  thole  giddv 
girls,  who  have  in  tbe  iame  hour,  at  I 
may  fay,  that  they  have  fled  from  their 
chamber,  prefented  themfelvet  at  th« 
altar  that  is  to  witnefs  to  their  unduti« 
ful  raflmeftj  after  I  have  ftipulattd 
with  Mr.  Lovelace /or  timey  and  for«« 
ultimate  option  ^whether  to  accept  mr  r#- 
fufe  him\  and  for  his  leenjiag  unr,  eu 
fioHeulamiHaflaceoffafety^  (which; 
as  you  obferve,  he  muft  be  the  judge  of{) 
and  after  he  h^^Jigmfiedto  me  htt  <   ^ 


piianee  nvitb  tbeje  terms  \  To  that  I  can* 
not,  if  I  'womUI  recal  them,  and  fud. 
denly  marry— You  fee,  my  dear,  that 
I  have  nothing  left  me,  but  to  lefolv* 
mot  to  go  away  with  him. 
But,  how,  on  this  levocation  pf  my  < 


meat  I  am  oat  ofmyfaiber's  boufri  and    appointment,  Ihall  I  be  able  to  pacify 


bimt,  that  I  muft  fuhmit  it  to  Mr.  Love 
lace  to  judge  nvbem  he  can  leave  me  with 
6fcty;  that  is  to  fav,  give  bim  the  op- 
tion whether  he  will  leave  me,  or  notj 
who  can  bear  theft  reflediont,  who  can 
refolve  to  incur  theie  inconveniencet, 
that  hat  the  queftion  ftill  in  her  own 
ptwer  to  decide  upon  ? 

While  I  thought  only  of  an  efcape 
finmi  tbis  heeife  at  an  efcape  from  Mr. 
Soiausi   that  already  my  rrpuution 


him^ 

Howl— Whv  aflcrt  the  privilege  of 
my  fex  !<^Suiely,  on  tbtj  fide  oi  t&  £»• 
lemnity  he  has  no  r^bt  to  be  difpleaM« 
Befidet,  did  I  not  re&rve  a  power  d 
receding,  as  I  fawfit?  Towhatpur* 
pofe,  as  I  aflced  in  the  cafe  between  your 
mother  and  you,  has  any -body  an  op* 
tion,  if  the  making  ufe  of  it  Aall  givt 
tbe  refufed  a  right  to  be  difguftedf 

Far,  very  far,  would  tb^e,  who,  ac^ 


(aSertd  by  ^y  confinement  $  and  that  cording  to  the  old  law,  have  a  rigbt  of 

it  would  be  ftill  in  my  own  option,  mbJbh;iMg  or  con/irmiMg  a  child*s  pro* 

either  to  marry  Mr.  Lovelace,  or  wholly  mife,  be  from  ratifying  jMMf,  had  it 

is  renounce  htm  ^  bold  at  the  ftep  wat^  been  ever  fo  foiemn  a  one  *.    Bat  this 

*  See  Nu»h.  nx.  Where  ic  is  decllre^  whofe  vowi  Aall  be  binding,  and  whofe  sot.  The 
tews  of  a  man,  or  of  a  widow,  are  there  pronounced  to  be  indifpenfable  j  becaufc  they  are  fol^ 
and  fobjedi  to  no  other  domeftklc  authority.  But  the  vowi  of  a  lingle  woman,  and  of  a  wif^ 
if  the  father  of  the  one,  or  the  huiband  of  the  other,  difallow  of  them  ai  fton  as  they  know 
them,  are  to  be  of  no  force. 

A  nnccer highly  nectlTaiy  to  be  knowni  by  all  yoang  ladles  efpecially,  whofe  defigniag  ad* 
dicflcn  too  often  endeavour  to  engage  them  by  vows )  and  then  plead  confcience  and  hononr 
toti^mto  hold  them' down  to  the  perfomumce. 

it  OBnaot  be  amifii  t»  kciU  the  very  words. 

Ver.  %'lfs  mmmu  vow  a  ^tvut  unto  tbt  Lvrd^  and  Innd  btrfelf  Sy  a  boaJ,  hmg  m  hef 
fethtr*!  htmfe  in  hcr/otttb^ 

4.  jU  hcrfntbo'  brnr  bar  vow,  and  her  hwd  whfrevf'ttb  Jht  hnth  bmnd  her  feuif  end 
btr  fntber pnil  bUd  b\f  ptate  at  btr\  tUn  all  btr  vows  Jbail  JIand,  and  every  bond  wbtr^ 
inahjbt  batb  bound  bexjvnlfhaUJtand. 

5.  Bni  ifberfatber  £faU<m)  btr  in  tbt  Jay  tbat  bt  htarttb;  not  am  rfhtr  vowt  or  of  bee 
hcmtU  vtberewitbjbt  batb  bound  btr  fin!  fifall ftand:  and  tbe  Lord /ban fernvi  btr^  btcaaA 
hr  father  difatti^ed  btr,  ^       J    ^  if 

The  lame  In  the  cafe  of  a  wlfe^  as  faid  above;  See  Ver.  6,  7,  t,  Qfc»^^AoA  all  it  ^bna 
idoBdydofiBd! 

Ver«  i6.  Theft  are  thtpatuttt  tvbicb  tht  tord  commanded  M^tt  between  a  man  and  hk 
fft(^  hetveen  tbt  father  aid  bis  Jangburp  being  yet  in  htr  youth  in  her  father^ t  honfif 

WW 


t7» 


CLARISSA   HAltLOW£« 


IMS  ntber  an  Mmlmmt  than  a  pro- 

mdCt:  and  Aippoie  it  had  been  the  lat- 
trr  I  and  that  I.  had  tut  refervcd  to  my  < 
lelf  a  liberty  oif  revoking  it$  was  it  to 
preclude  hetter  or  maturer  confidera- 
tion? — If  fo,  how  unfit  to  be  given  !— 
How  ungenerous  to  be,infifted  upon!— 
And  how  uniiuer  ftiU,  to  be  kept! — Is 
there  a  man  living  who  ought  to  be 
angry  that  a  woman  whom  he  hopes 
eoe  (Uy  to  call  his,  ihall  rcfufe  to  keen 
ai  raih  promiie,  when,  on  the  matureft 
deliberation,  (he  is  convinced  that  it 
Huof  a  raflk  one? 

I  refolve  then,  upon  thewhole,  to 
land  this  one  trial  of  Wednefday  next 
«-or,  perhaps,  I  fliould  rather  fav,  of 
Tuefday  evening,  if  my  father  hold  his 
porpofe  of  endeavouring,  in  peribn,  to 
najLe  me  nad^  or  bear  read,  and  then 
Jign^  the  fettlements.— TAo/,  that  muft 
^  the  gceateft  trial  of  all. 

If  I  am  compelled  to  fisn  them  over- 
mght — ^Then  (the  Lord  blefs  me! )  mufl 
all  I  dread,  follow,  as  of  courfe,  on 
Wednefday.  If  I  can  prevail  upon 
tfiem  by  my  prayers  [Perhaps  I  (hall 
fiill  into  fits^  for  the  very  firft  appear- 
ance of  my  father,  after  havin?  beeji  fo 
longbaniUied  his  prefence,  will  greatly 
atfb&me — If,  I  fay,  lean  prevail  upon 
them  by  my  prayers]  to  lay  ailde  their 
wiews,  or  to  iufpend  the  day,  if  but  for 
•ne  week;  if  noU  but  for  two  or  three 
days;  ftill  Wednefday  will  be  a  lighter 
day  of  trial.  They  will  furely  give  me 
time  to  confidiTi  to  argue  with  myfelf* 
This  will  not  be  premifoig.  As  I  have 
mde  no  effort  to  get  away,  they  have 
»o  reafop  tg.  fufpeet  me;  fo  I  may  have 
an  opportunity,  in  the  lait  refort,  to 
withdraw.  Mrs.  Norton  is  to  be  with 
ne;  (he,  although  (he  (hould  be  chid- 
den fork,  will,  in  my  extremity,  plead 
for  me.  My  aunt  Hervev  maj,  in  fuch 
an  extremity,  join  with  oer.  Perhaps 
8iy  mother  may  be  brought  over,  I 
will  kneel  to  each,  one  by  one,  to  make 
a  friend.  Some  of  them  have  been 
afraid  to  feie  me,  left  they  (hould  be 
moved  in  my  favour:  does  not  this 
give  'me  a  reafonable  hope,  that  I  may 
move  them?  My  brothcr^s  couhfel, 
heretofore  given,  to  turn  me  out  of 
doors  to  my  evil  deftiny,  may  again  be 
tepeated,  and  may  prevail :  theM  (hall  I 
be  in  no  <worfi  cafe  than  /isov,  as  to  the 
di(pleafure  of  my  friends  j  and  thus  far 


btitery  that  it  will  not  be  my  huit  tfcal 
I  feek  another  protection :  which  even 
thfii  ought  to  be  my  coofin  Morden^s^ 
rather  than  Mr.  Lovelace*  s,  or  any  other 
perfon's. 

My  heart,  in  (hort,  mifgives  me1e(s, 
when  I  refolve  tbis  way,  than  when  I 
think  of  the  otber:  and  in  (b  ftrong  and 
involuntary  a  bias,  the  beart  is,  as  I 
may  i^y^confcwuf*  And  well  cautions 
the  wile  man :  *  Let  the  coonfelof  thine 

*  own  heart  ftand  ;  for  there  is  no  man 

*  more  faithful  to  thee,  than  it :  for  a 

*  roan's  mind  is  fometimcs  wont  to  tell 

*  him  more  than  feven  watchmen,  that 
<  (it  above  in  a  high  tower*.* 

Forgive  thefe  indigefted  felf-reafmi' 
ings.  I  will  clofe  here :  and  infbntly 
fet  about  a  letter  of  revocation  bo  Mr. 
Lovelace ;  take  it  as  he  will.  It  will 
only  be  another  trial  of  temper  to  k:m» 
To  me  of  infinite  imporunce.  And  has 
he  not  promifed  temper  and  acqui- 
efcence,  on  the  fuppofition  of  a  change 
in  my  mind? 


LETTER   XLV. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

SVMDAT  MOaMXNG,  (AFSXL  9.) 

NOBODY,  itfeems,  will  goto 
church  this  day.  No  blcffing  to 
be  expe6ted  perhaps  npon  views  fi> 
worldly,  and  in  (bnse  (b  cruel. 

They  have  a  miftnift  that  I  hare  fome 
device  in  my  head.  Betty  has  been  look- 
ing among  my  cloaths.  I  found  her,  <^n 
coming  up  from  depofiting  my  letter  to 
Lovelace,  (fori  i^«a/f  written!)  peering 
among  them;  for  I  had  left  the  key  in 
the  lock.  She  coloured,  and  was  con- 
founded to  be  caught.  But  I  only  (aid» 
I  (hould  be  accuromed  to  anv  tort  of 
treatment  in  time.  If  (he  had  ha*  or- 
ders<^4hofe  were  enough  for  her. 

She  owned,  in  her  confufion,  chat  a 
motion  had  been  made  to  abridge  me  of  ' 
my  airings ;  and  the  report  fit  (hoolA  | 
make,  wouM  be  of  no  ai(advantage  ta  | 
me.  One  of  mv  friends,  ihe  told  me^  ! 
urged  in  my  behalf,  that  there  was  no  -j 
need  of  laying  me  under  greater  re*  J 
ftraint ,  iince  ^fr.Lovelace^s  nireateiuni^  J 
to  refcui  me  by  violence,  were  I  to  hava 
been  carried  to  my  undic*S|  was  a  coa« 
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viAiom. 
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volttntartlyf  9h4  thtit  if  I  kmi^  Ittiodld 
bMe  ittjidc  ^fcMradoM  4»f  ihtt  kittd. 
A^riWMtf}  «iM»  moft  prvbftbly,  bttil 
detefied  in  tlwfn.^^H«»#f,  ttwBtftifo 
tDfsrred,  that  there  was  no  rootti  tcK 
<ldabr»  bttt  I  nMKild  at  kft  comply. 
'  And,*  added  the  bold  creature,  *  if 

*  yoa  doii*t  intend  to  do  To,  your  con- 
'  dvd,  Mifs*  fceme  ftrange  to  me/*— 
Only  thtit  fliereconciied  it;  that  I  had 
gone  (b  far»  I  knew  not  how  to  coftie  off 
ftJitesify:  attd  Ihe  fancied  1  (honldi  lii 
ftUiOifrigatiUi^  «n  WedneiVlay,  give 
Mr.  Solmec  my  hand.  *  And  then,*  Aid 
the  confident  wench  J  <  at  the  learned  Dr« 
'  Brand  took  his  text  Isft  Sunday,  There 

*  loiU  hij^  i»  Heafven* 

This  ts  the  fobftanct  of  my  letter  t6 
B4r.  Lovelace : 

ThM  I  Imve  reafoni  of  thtf  mateft 
C»a6qiienc^M>M72/Sr(^,  (and  which,  when 
kaownif  muH  fati^y  i^m)  f^  rttf|rnd, 
{or  the  preient,  my  intention  of  leaving 
ny  father's  houfet  that  I  have  hopes 
titttfliatteri  may  he  brooght  to  an  hajSpV 
eoac]«€mt,  without  taking  a  ftep,  which 
nothing  hvrt  the  laft  necefiity  conid 
fntify:  uid  that  Re  may  depend  upon 
my  ptoAifei  Hiat  I  wilt  die  rather  than 
«Nimit  to  marry  Mc  Solmes . 

And  &!•  1  am  preparing  myftlf  to 
Autd  th«  ftnek  of  his  eiietamafoiy  r<;. 
plj.  Bot  be  that  what  jt  will ,  it  eattnot 
aved  me  Ih  tmichi  as  the  appntfhenilons 
of  what  mav  happen  to  me  neat  Tvef- 
day  of  Wednefday;  for  now  thofe  ap- 
pidkenfiens  engage  my  whole  afttntioD, 
Md  ffis&eme  &k  at  d^e  very  heart. 

avnnATy  rotf  a  m  tits  AVTBRisooif. 
Mr  letter  is  not  yet  taken  away— If 
he  Ibould  not  fend  for  it,  or  take  it,  and 
cotaehubcr  on  i|iy  not  meeting  him  to- 
morrowy  in  doubt  of  what  may  have  be- 
fallen me,  what  (hall  I  dol  Why  had  I 
any  cmwooa  with  this  fex  I— i».that 
waa  u>  happy  tiU  X  knew  this  mant 

I  dined  in  the  Ivy  Summer  Houfe. 

i^  roqueft  tedo  io  was  complied  with 

at  tbefirft  word.  To  fbew  I  meant  no- 

ihiAg,  i  went  again  into  the  houfe  with 

2«ttyraniboaaaIhaddinfd.  I  thought 

it  was  not  amifs  t^  aik  this  Ubarty  \  the 

.  weacherfceaMdtohe  fetin  fine.     Who 

,  ^nows  what  Tnefda^  or  Wedneiday 

;.nqf  pmdocef     - 

f«n»AT  avBiciKOy  ssvav  o'clock. 
Tm  r  £  remains  tny  letter  ftill ! — He 
[labttfiedj  Ifupptffr^  in  his  preparations 
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fbr  t&.tnorrow.  fiuf  then  fie  ha|  f&J 
vants.  Dojts  the  man  think  he  is  (by?*' 
tmrg  cft^t^  that  having  appoioted,  hd 
need  hot  give  himl^If  any  turthcl'  con* 
cem  about  me,  till  the  very  moment* 
He  knows  how  1  am  befiet.  Heknowi 
not  what  may  happen.  I  mi^bt  be  IH. 
or  (HH  more  dofely  wacthrd  or  confined 
than  btfoit.  The  corrcfppndeoce  migH 
be  difcnvered.  It  might  be  necefiuy  to 
vary  the  fcheme.  I  might  be  forced 
into  meafurts,  which  might  entire!^ 
frafnue  my  porpofc.  I  might  have  nev# 
doubts.  I  might  Aiggeft  fomethin^ 
more  convenient,  fot  any-thing  ha 
knew.  What  can  the  man  mean>  t 
wonder.?-*'Yet  it  fliall  lie;  fbr  if  he  ha| 
it  any  time  before  the  :(ppointed  honfv 
it  will  i^vr  me  declaring  to  htm  per^ 
ibnally  n\j  changed  purpofe,  and  thfe 
trouble  m  cotitertdlng  with  ^im  on  ihi| 
fcore.  If  he  fend  for  it  at  all,  he  wiQ 
fee  by  the  date,  that  he  might  bavthaf 
it  in  time*,  and  if  he  be  put  to  any  in- 
convenience from  (hor.tnels  of  notice, 
Jet  him  take  it  for  hrs  pnilit. 

.    svii»AV  Nionr,  irinn  o*oa«^4. 

It  is  determined,  it  feems,  to  fend 
for  Mrs.  Norton  to  be  here  otrTntdlay 
to  diMMri  and  file  is  to  Aay  wHh.n4 
for  a  whole  week. 

So  /he  is  firil  to  endeavour  to  perfrtadn 
me  to  eompiyi  aody  when  the  vioWn(^ 
,ia  daae ^  (he  is  to  c,omfort  mo»  and  try 
to  ftcoaetk  me  to  my  fate.  They  tt'^ 
pea  JUs  and  feicht*^  Betty  inlbltfat)y 
teUs  me,  and  expoAulali6nsi  and  exda*- 
mattonis,  nAfithoM  ntimker:  but  every «> 
body  will  be  prepared  for  thorn  j  ami 
when  it's  over,  it*s  ovtr ; .  and  I  fl»U  bo 
eafy  and  pacified  when  I  find  I  oan't 
help  k. 

MsnoAT  MOfti/rno,  apkiI  ip, 

C  9iY  dear!  There  yet  lies  the  let- 
ter, >u  ft  slS  1  left  it ! 

Does  he  think  he  is  fo  Aire  of  me?^— 
Perhaps  he  imagines  that  I  t/are  not  a].- 
ter  my  purpofe.  I  wi/h  I  had  never 
known  hifn!  I  begin  now  to  fee  this 
raftnefs  in  fhe  light  every-one  elfh 
Wotild  have  /^en  it  in,  hnd  T  been  guilty 
of  it.  Bat  what  iTan  t  (fo,  if  he  come 
to-day  at  the  appornted  tiine  !  If  be  re. 
ccive  ooi  the  Inter,  I  roiift  feehim*  or 
he  will  think  fomefhing  has  befaUen 
me^  and  certainly  will  come  to  the 
houfe.  As  certainly  he  will  be  infultcd. 
And  virhat,  in  that  cafe,  ma^  be  the 
N  n  conlequcncet 
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^Q^reqisenoel  Then  I  it  good  s|s  pro* 
Qiifed  that  I  would  take  the  Arft  oppor- 
t^nity.to  fee  him,  if  I  changed  my  ipind» 
and  to  give  him  my  reafons  for  it.  I 
liave  lio  doubt  but  he  will  be  out  of  bu- 
piour  upon  it.:  but  better,  if  wje  meet, 
thati^rgoa^ay  di Satisfied  with /sr,  than 
that  /  mould  go.  ayay  diflatisfied  ^ith 
iHjfelf. 

^  Yet,  flbort  as  the  time  i$,  he  may  (UU 
perhaps  /end,  and  eet  the  letter.  Some- 
ihiDg  may  h^ye  happened  to  prevent 
mai^  yvhicb>  when  kndwD»  will  excufe 
Jjim*    .. 

.'  After  I  have  difappointed  him  mor^ 
than  once  before,  on  a  requeued  inters 
mi^-w  9nly,  it  i?  impoinble  ne  ijiould  no^ 
have  curiojity  at  Leall,  to  knowif  fome- 
^hing.has  not  happened}  and  whether 
]))y  mind  hold  or  not  in  this  more  im- 
jfo^/ant  cafip,  Artd  yet,  as  I  raflily  con- 
£i  mcd  my  refolution  by  afecond  letter^ 
][  bej^b  opw  tP  do»b^  it. 

IfXHX  o*c^oc^« 
'  'My  coufin  Doljy  Hcrvey  Aid  ^he  ip- 
elofed  letter  into  my  hand,  as  t  pafled 
My  hcfy  coming  outof  the  garden. 

-     ^'•VAmKST  MADAM, 

f  T  Have  got  intel  ligence  from  one  who 

■*•  *  pretends  to  know  every -thing, 

^  that  you  muft  be  married  on  Wednef. 

*  daymomingtoMr.Solmes.  Perhaps, 

*  hovircver,  Oie  fays  this  only  to  vex  me; 

*  for  it  is  that  faucy  creature  Betty 

<  Barnes.^  A  licence  is  got,  as  (he  fays: 
«  and  fo  £sr  flie  went  b»  to  tell  me, 
^  (bidding  me  fay  nothing;  but  iht 

*  kneiKT  I  would^  that  Mr.  Brand  is  to 
♦•  marry  you.  For  Dr.  Lewen,,'!  hca^i 
f.  refoiss,  unWfs'your  cohfent  can  Ife 
^  obtahied;  andthey  have  heard  that  he 

<  ,dp^  npt  ftpproTC  of  their  oroceedings 

*  again^  you.  '^r.  Srarid,  t  am  told, 
^  is  to  have  hi^  fortune  m^de  l>y  upcle 
f  Harlowe,  and amorig. them. 

'<  ypu  wiJl  know  better  than  I  what 

"♦  to  nfiake  of  all  thefe  matters;  for 

f  fometiioies  I  think   Bettv  tells  me 

*  things  aS  if  I  fhould  not  tell  you,  an4 
«  yet  cxpcjls  that  I  will*.  /Fcjr  ther* 

<  IS  ereat  whifpering  between  Mifs 
f  Hadowe  avid  qer4  anci  I  have  ob- 
^  fixstd  that  wl^en  fljeir  whi4>ering  is 


*  over,  Betty  comes  «nd  tells  melpiA«? 

*  thingbywayoffecret.  Sh^and  allthp 

*  world  know  how  much  I  love  you ; 

*  and  ibi  wQuid  bawe  them.  It  it  an 
f  honour  to  m^  to  love  a  young  ladv 

*  who  is  and  ever  was  an  honour  to  aft 

*  her  family,  let  them  iay  what  they 
«  will. 

*  B)it  from  a  noore  ceruin  authority 

*  than  Betty*a,  I  can  aifure  you,  (but  I 

*  muft  beg  of  you  to  burn  this  letter) 

*  that  you  are  to  be  fearched  once  more 
\  for  letters,  and  for  i>en  and  ink  \  for 
f  they  know  you  write.     Something 

*  they  pretend  to  have  comeat  from  on« 

*  of  Mr.  Lovelace^s  feiTants,  which 
f  they  hope  to  make  fomething  of.     I 

*  know  not  for  certain  what  it  is.  He 
5  ipuft  be  a  yery  vile  and  wicked  man, 
<  vt\\o  would  boaft  of  a  lady^s  fkvciut 
f  to  him,  and  rpyeal  florets.  But  Mr. 
5  X^vela<;e,  I  dare  iay,  is  too  nmch  of 
f  a  gentlf^man  to  bf  guilty  of  fu5;h  ia<' 
«  gratitude.' 

f  Then  they  have  a  notion,  from  that 
•'  falfe  Betty  I  believe,  that  vou  intend 

*  to  take  fomething  to.nwiLe  ypucfeli 

*  ficki  andfothcywillfearchforphiali 
f  and  powders,  and  fuch-likc.    ' 

*  If  nothing  ihould  be  found  thai 

*  will  inpreafe  their  fuA>icioaa,  you  aci 
f  to  be  pied  ynbre  jcindfy  by  your  pap^ 

*  when  you  appeiu- before  twm  ail,  thai 

*  he  of  late  has  ufed  you  J 

*  Yet,  fick  or  well,  alas!  my  dcaa 

*  coufin  I  you  muft  be  married.     Bu 

*  your  huiband  is  to  ^o  honw  ever] 
f  night  witbout  yo^i,  \\\\  you  are  ra 

.V  cpnciled  to  hjm.  And  fo  illacia  ca^ 
«  be  no  pretence  to  faye  you. 

*  They  are  fure  you  will  make  a  goo 

*  inrife.   So  wbald  not  J,  unlefs  I  like 

*  my  hniband.  And  Mr.  Solmes  H  aj 

*  ways  telling  them  how  he  will  put 
«  chalevour  love  by  rich  piie&nta.---i 
'  fycophantman!— IwiflsheandBctl 

*  Barnes  were  to  come  together^  aa 

*  he  would  beat  her  every  day. 
«  After  what  I  have  told  yoQ,  I  IMC 

f  not  advife  you  to  iecure  every-tltin 
^  you  vn>uld  not  have  feen. 
'  Once  more  let  me  beg  that  ye 

*  will  bum  this  letter:  and,  pray,  deai 
'  eft  Madam, 'do  not  take  any. this 

*  that  fjfiay  prejudice  youir  health  •  I 

*  It  is  eafy  for  fi^^h  of  th;  readers  a$  have  been  attentive  to  Mr.  Lovelace^s  maxmcr 

fporkhir,  to  fuppofe,  from  this  hint  df  Mifs  Hervey^s,  that  he  had  inih'tt^d  his  double-fac 

•gent  to  put  his  fweetheart  Bitty  upon  ahrming  Mifs  Hervey,  in  hopes  (he  would  alarm  1 

beloved  cuufmj  (as  )^  fee  itit  docs)  in  order  to  keep  her  (leady  to  her  appointment  with  In 

.........  .  ^  ^ 
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^^♦iWM.  Sbe t«0k  notice  df  tton— -'  Why 
^  thefe  fight,  why  theft  heavinge  herer 
^tid  (he,  patting  my  neck—'  O  my  dear 

*  niece,  who  would  have  thought  fo 
^  much  natural  fweetnefs  could  be  ib 

*  vary  unperfuadable  ?' 

I  could  not  anfwer  her,  and  Ae  pro- 
ceeded**—' I  arti  come,  I  doubt,  upon  a 
'  very  unwelcome  errand.  Somethings 
'  that  have  been  told  us  yefterday,which 

*  came  front  the  mouth  of  one  of  the 
**  moft  defperate  and  infolent  men  in 

*  the  world,  convince  your  father,  and 
'  all  of  us,  that  you  ftill  find  means  to 

*  vfrite  out  of  the  houfe.     Mr.  Love- 

*  lace  knows  every-thlng  that  is  done 
•*  here ;  and  that  as  Toon  as  done ;  and 

*  mat  mifchief  is  apprehended  from 
'*  him,  which  you  aie  as  much  con- 
«  cerned"  as  any-body  to  prevent.  Your 

*  mother  has  alfo  iome  apprehenfions 

*  concerning  yourftlf,  which  yet  (he 

*  hopes  are  groundkra^  but,  however, 

*  cannot  be  eafy,  nor  will  be  permitted 
'*  to  beeafy,  if  me  would,  unlefs  (while 
*<  you  remain  here  in  the  garden,  or  in 
«  this  fummer-houfe)  you  give  her  the 
'*  opportunity  once  more  of  looking  into 

*  your  clofet,your  cabinet,  and  drawers. 
^  It  will  be  the  better  takeni  if  you  give 
«  me  chcarfully  your  keys.  I  hope,  my 

*  dear,  you  won't  difpute  it.  Your  dc- 
<  (ire  or  dining  in  this  place  was  the 

*  more  readily  complied  wit(  for  the 

*  fake  of  fuch  an  opportunity.^ 
]  thought  myfelf  very  lucky  to  he  fo 

«vell  prepared  by  my  coufin  Dolly's 
means  for  this  fearch:  but  yet  I  artfully 
fnadefom^  fcruples,  and  not  a  few  com- 

?laints  of  this  treatment  j  after  which, 
not  onlv  gave  her  the  keys  of  all,  but 
even  officiouflv  emptied  my  pockets  be- 
fore her,  and  invited  her  to  put  her 
ingers  in  my  ftays,  that  (he  might  be 
-iiire  I  had  no  papers  there. 

This  highlv  obliged  her;  and  (he 
ihid,  (he  would  reprefant  my  chearful 
'compliance  as  it  deferved,  let  my  hrofher 
Ami  Jijhr  fay  ^tubai  they  w^iUd.  My 
mother  in  particular,  (he  was'fure-,  would 
rejoice  at  the  opportunity  given  her  to 
obviate,  as  (he  donbtod  not  would  be 
.  the  cafe,  ibme  fufpicions  that  were 
*tatl*ed  againit  me. 

Shethen  hinted.  That  there  weft  me  • 
thods  taken  to  come  at  all  Mr.  Love- 

*  lace's  fecrets,  b^even^  IVom  his  car6- 
Ufk  communtcativene^  at  .fame  of 
mtMi  it  being,  (be  faid,  his  cuftom, 
boaiUngly  to  praite  tp  bis  very  feiYtntt 


of  hi^  intentions,  in  particnlff  eajib. 
She  added,  that  deep  as  he  was  iboogbt 
to  be,  my  brother  was  as  deep  as  he, 
and  fairly  too  hard  for  him  at  his  own 
Y^eapons-^as  one  day  it  womld  be 
found. 

I  knew  not,  I  faid,  die  meaning  of 
thefe  dark  hints.  <   I  thought  the  cun- 
ning (he  hinted  at,  on  b»tb  fidea,  called 
rather  for  contempt  than  appl'aule.    I 
myfelf  might  have  been  put  umd  arti- 
fices which  my  heart  difdaineo  topra^ 
tife,  had  I  ^ven  way  to  the  refemtmeM^ 
whicli  I  v^s  bold  to  fay,  was  mneh 
more  jtt(H  liable  than  the  anions  that 
occaiioned  iti  that. it  was  evident  to 
me  from  what  (he  had  faid,  that  thdr 
prefent  fufpicions  of  me  were  partly 
owing  to  this  fuppofed  fuperior  conning 
of  my  brother,  and  partly  to  the  con- 
fcioufnefs,  that  the  ufage  I  met  with 
might  naturally  produce  a  rea(bii  for 
fuch  fofpicions;  that  it  was  very  un- 
happy for  me,  to  beJW<le  the  bntto^ 
my  brother's  wit;  th^fit  would  have 
been  more  to  his  praife,  to  have  aimed 
at  (hewing  a  kind  heart,  than  a  cun- 
ning head;  that  neverthelefs^  I  wtAeA 
he  knew  bimfelf  as  v^l  as  I  lA^ned 
/  knew  him;  a^d  he  would  then  hate 
lefs  Conceit  of  his'  abilities.     \¥hicli 
abilities  vrould,  in  my  opinion,  be  leA 
thought  of,  if  his  power  to  db  ill  of< 
(ices  were  not  muclf  greater  than  tbev 
J  was  vexed.     I  could  not  llei| 
making  this  refiedion.    The  duj^  tb 
other,  too  probably,  makes  of  him 
through  his  own  fpy,  deferved  it.    Btf 
I  fo  little  approve  of  this  lopnr  art  i 
either,  that  were  I  but  tolerably  ui«l 
the  vilenefs  of  that  man,  thaJC   Jofe| 
Leman,  (houid  be  em^uired  into* 

She  was  forry,  (he  faid,  to  liflg 
tliat  I  thought  io  difparagingly  of  n 
brother.  He  was  a  young  man  bo 
of  learning  and  parta. 

Learning  enough  I  Aid,  to  mak^KS 
varn  of  it  among  us  women :  bnt  «l 
of  parts  CufEcient  to  make  his  leamii 
valuable  either  to  bim(eif,  or  to  aa 
BodYcUe.   ■ 

She  wifhed,  indeed,  that  he  KfdsM 
good  nature:  but  (he feared,  tbat  II 
too  great  an  opinion  of  ibmeboclf  d 
to  think  fo  well  of  ray  btothot ,  ai 
filler  ought.  Since,  betw«cEa  tbo  ti 
'  thex'e  was  a  fort  of  rivah-y  at  to-iab 
ties,  that  made  them' hate  otie'^^orf 
*  Rivalry,  Madam P  fahl  I^.^< 
*  thit  be  the  c^ife^  or  whctber  it  fa 
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•  nor,  f  wif^  Acy  hoik  isn<ferftood 

•  better  than  cither  of  them  feemt  to 

*  do,  what  it  bccomfcs  ^tieRien»  and 

*  men  erf  liberal  education,  to  be,  and 
«  to  Jo.— Neither  of  them,  the*,  wotild 

'glory  in  what  they  ongfat  to  beaftamed 
•of/ 

Bot  waving  this  fuKJcft,  it  wat  not 
impoflfible,  I  faid,  that  they  might  ^nd 
n  little  of  my  writing,  and  n  pen  or 
two,  and  a  little  ink,  [Hated  art*— or 
rather,  hatefwl  the  ncceflity  for  iti]  as 
I  was  not  permitted  tp  go  np  to  put 
them  out  of  the  way «  bmt  if  they  did, 
1  ntift  be  contented.    A«d  I  afTnred 
licr,  that,  take  what  time  they  f  leafed, 
I  wpnid  not  go.in  to  diflurbtheiii,  bat 
^ould  be  either  in  or  near  the  garden, 
in  thia  fummer-houle,  or  in  the  cedar 
one,   or  abont  my  wkiltry-yard,  or 
near  the  great  calcade,  tHl  i  wa^  or- 
dered €0  return  to  my  prftbn.    With 
like  evnhtnr  I  faid,  that  I  (bppofed 
the  unkind  fearch  wonM  not  be  made, 
ttU  the  4V^i)ta  had  dined;  becanie  I 
donbted  not,  that  the  pert  Betty  Barney, 
who  knew  all  the  comera  of  my  apart- 
flient  and  do(et,  wonbl  be  cmpbyed 
in  it. 

She  hoped,  fte  faid,  that  aothiog^ 
cQvld  be  found  that  would  give  a  Han- 
dle aeainft  me*,  for,  ihe  would  aflure 
fne,  the  mottvea  to  the  fearch,  on  my 
mother*a  part  efpecially,  were,  that  (he 
hoped  to  fipd  reafon  rathfr  to  acquit 
than  to  blame  me;  and  that  my  father 
might  be  indneed  to  Ibe  me  to-morrow 
sight,  or  Wrdnefday  morning,  with 
temper.  *  With  timUmefs^  I  fliould 
*«  rather  fty,'  faid' (he;  <  for  hfe  is  re- 
^  foired  fo  to  do,  if  pd  new  ofenee  be 
«  giren.' 

<  Ah!  Madam,'  fatd  T. 

«  Why  that,  "Ah!  Madam,"  and 

*  Ihaking  your  head  lb  fignificantly  >* 

*  I'wifh,  Madam,  that  I  may  not 

*  have  more  reafon  to  dread  my  father** 

*  continued  diQ>leafure,  than  to  ho|ye 

*  ftir  his  recuming  tcndcrnefg.'  ■ 

«  You   don't- iww,   my  dearf— 

*  Things  may  take  a  turn"— Thfogs 
<  mav  not.be  to  bad  as  you  fear.* 

'  t>eareil  Mathim,    hvw  you  any 

*  conibhitton'to  girt  rrxV 

'  Why,,  tpy  4«ar»  it  is  pebble,  that 
'*  pu  may  be  more  eomplmbla  thai& 

*  you  have  been." 

«•  Why  raiM  you  my  hopes,  M«- 
«  daml*-^Don*^  m  me  tnmk  ^y  dear 
•*  aantHeniryeruiltoanieca^Hwttuly 
'  *lwQ«ur$  her.' 


*  I  may  tell  ymi  moire  pef1itp5,*thii 
Ihe,  '  (but  in  confidenct,  in  ahfalvln 

<  confidence)   if  the  enquiry  wiihm 

*  eome  out  in  your  favour.    Do  yti# 

*  know  of  any 'thing  abo^e  that  caii%t 

*  found  to  your  di  fad  vantage?* 

*  Some   papers  they  wfil.And,   f 

<  doubt:  but  I  muft  take  confeque'acts. 

*  My  brother  and  li(iei  will  be  athanA 

<  with  their  good-natured  oonftruc* 

<  tioTM.     r  am  made  defp^rtte,  nad 

*  care  not  what  is  found.' 

'    «  I  hope,  I  tamefily  hope,'  (hid  iKw 

*  that  nothing  can  be  found  that  wiH 

*  impeach  yoordifcretion;  aftdtheuiiw 

*  But  !  may  fay  too  much.' 

'    Add  away  (lie  went,  hav?nj(  added 
to  my  perplexity. 

But  I  now  can.  think  of  tiothingbvt 
this  ill terview.'T- Would  to  Heaven  it 
were  over!-— To  meet  fo  quarreP^ilaf « 
let  him  take  whaLmeafuret  he  ^14,  I 
will  not  (Uy  a  aaoxar/rl  with  hin,  if  he 
he  not  quite  calm  and  re(igfled. 

Don*t  you  fte  how  crooked  (baseiif 
iny  lines  are?  Don*t  you  fee  how  i^mm 
of  the  letters  ftageer  more  than  edwrsf 
•—That  is  when  tnit  iatervieii!  i»  man 
in  my  head  than  my  fubjeft. 

But,  after  all,  ihould  I,  tught  X  «• 
meet  him  ^  How  have  I  taken  it  f«r 
granted,  that  I  (hould!-^I  vnik  thef« 
were  time  to  take  your  advice.  Y<t 
you  are  fo  loth  to  fpeak  puU  one— B«t 
ihat  I  owe,  a«  you  owd,  to  the  diA* 
«idty  of  my  fituatioo. 

I  ihould  have  mentioned,  that  ra  (hia 
couife  ^  this  couYerfation  I  hefooght 
^my  aunt  to  ftand  my  friend,  'and  to  put 
in  a  word  for  me,  on  my  ^pproiching 
trial)  and  to  endoovaur  to  procure  me 
time  for  confi^eratimi  if  I  could  ob- 
tain npthing  e!(e.  • 

She  told  m€,  that,  after  ihe  ceiie. 
mony  was  performed  i  [Oifoai  tMfr^ 
matson  of  a  btJtt  in  tr^  cttM/im  DdfyH 
iftttri'i  I  ihould  have  what  tsnie  I 
pleafed  to  reconcile  myfelf  to  my  tot, 
•before  cohabitation, 

This  put  me  out  of  ^H  ptticflce.- 
•  She  Vequ'cfted  of  nie  in  her  turn,  te 
faid,  that  I'wouW  fcfblve  tonneetHiem 
all' with  chtwrfal  dutf,  and  wJth'afp?- 
rit.of  abfoltttc  acquiescence.  It  was 
\n  my  p^wev  to.  make- them  all  happy. 
And  how  joyful  woufd  it  beto  h^^  0\e 
faid,  to  fee  my  fkthcf,  tay  mcitHfci^;  r^ 
Tincfes,  niy  lyrother,  myfiftei^,  aniirt* 
bracing  nr?  with  raptures,  .aY)dfu(drrrtp 
"ttit  by  turns  to  their  ibnd  hea«tv^'  wf& 
congratuiating  each  other  on  their  re- 
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ftored  ha^incis!  Her  own  joy,  ibe 
faidy'^oujd  probably  make  her  mo* 
tioolefs  and  fpeechlefs,  for  a  iimei  and 
fer  her  Dolly— -the  poor  girl,  who  had 
iilflrcred  in  the  efteeui  of  fome^  for  her 
^tf/^/ attachment  to  me»  would  havtt 
<very-body  Jove  her  again* 

Will  you  doubt,  my  dear,  that  my 
next  trial  will  be  the  moH  aife^ng 
that  I  have  yet  had } 
:  My  aunt  let  forth  all  this  in  fo  ftrong 
alight,  and  I  was  fo  particularly  touch* 
cd  on  my  couiifl  Dolly's  account,  that, 
impatient  as  I  was  juft  before,  I  was 
gceatly  moved}  yet  could  only  (hew  by 
jny  fighs  and  my  tears,  how  dcHrable 
fuch  an  event  would  be  to  me,  could 
it  be  brought  about  upon  conditions 
with  which  it  was  poflible  for  me  to 
comply* 

Here  comes  Betty  Baraef  with  my 
dinner* 

#       # 

The  wench  is  gone.  The  time  of 
meeting  is  at  hand.  O  that  be  may 
not  come!— But  Ihould  I,  or  (hould  I 
not)  meet  him  ?— Howl  queft ion,  with- 
out the  poflibilit^  of  a  timely  anfwer ! 

Betty,  according  to  my  leading  hint 
to  my  aru^it,  baafted  to  me,  that  (he  was 
to  hcemplped,  as  (be  called  it,  after 
Ihe  had  ate  her  own  dinner. 

She  (hould  be  forry,  ihe  told  me,  to 
liave  me  found  out.  Yet  "twould  be 
all  for  my  good.  I  (hould  have  it  in , 
my  power  to  be  forgiven  for  all  at  once, 
before  Wednefday  night.  The  con(i- 
dent  creature  then»  to  ftifle  a  laugh, 
put  a  corner  of  her  apron  in  her  mouthy 
and  went  to  the  door:  and  on  her  re- 
turn, to  take  away,  as  I  angrilv  bid 
iier,  4»e  begged  my  excofe— '  But*-<- 
*  But—'  and  then ^  the  faucy  cireature 
laughed  again,  (he  could  not  help  it; 
to  think  how  I  had  drawn  myfelf  in  by 
my  Summer  Houie  dinneringj  fince  it 
*bad  given  fo  fine  an  opportunity,  by 
way  of  furprize,  to  look  into  all  my 
private  hoaras.  She  thought y^/w^/i&i/r^ 
nvaj  in  tht  ivind,  when  my  brother 
came  in  to  my  dining  here  (0  readily. 
Her  young  mafter  was  too  bird  for 
cveqr-body.  Scpiire  Lovelace  himfelf 
.was  nothing  at  all  at  a  quick  thought, 
to  her  young  niafter. 
.  My  aunt  mentioned  Mr.  Ldvelace's 
boading  behavioor  to  iii  iervants :  per- 
haps ht  may  be  Co  mean.  But  as  to  my 
,brother»  be, always  took  a  pride  in 
.jDaking  himiklf^  ^PF^v  ^  be- a  man  of 
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parts  and  learning  to  9ttr  fisrvaAts* 
Fride  and  mMtmefi,  I  have  ofteo 
thought,  are  as  nearly  allied,  and  as 
clofe  borderers  upon  each  tfther,  as  tha 
poet  tells  us  <wit  andjua^efi^rc. 

But  why  do  I  trouble  you  (and  my* 
felf,  at  fuch  a  crifis)  with  thefe  im- 

rprtioencies?«i^Vet  I  would  forget,  if 
could,  the  ncareft  evil,  the  interview  | 
becaufe,  my  apprehenlions  encreaiing 
as  the  hcMir  is  at  handy  I  (hould,  were 
my  attention  to  be  en£ro(red  by  them, 
be  unlit  to  fee  him,  if  he  does  comoi 
and  then  he  will  have  too  much  advan- 
tage over  me,  as  he  will  have  feeminr 
reafon  to  reproach  me  with  change*  <? 
refolution,. 

The  upbraUerf  you  know,  my  dear, 
is  in  fome  fenfe  a  fuperiorf  while  the 
upbraided,  if  with  reafon  upbraided, 
muft  make  a  figure  as  fpiritleis  aa  coik- 
fcioys.   ' 

I  know  that  tliis  wretch  will,  if  be 
eon,  be  his  own  judge,  and  miui  too« 
But  the  latter  he  (hall  not  be. 

I  dare  fay,  we  (hall  be  all  to-piecet. 
But  I  don't  care  for  that.  It  would  be 
bard,  if  1,  who  have  held  it  out  £9 
fturdily  to  my  fn:ther  and  uncles,  (hould 
not**But  be  is  at  the  gardeo-doorl 

I  WAS  mi(bken!-<>Howmanynoi/e« 
un-  Uh,  be  made  like  to  what  one  feartl 
—Why  flutters  the  fool  fo  I 
*  « 
I  wiLLbaftentodepoilf  this/  Then 
I  will,  for  the  laft  time,  go  to  the  ufual 
place,  in  hopes  to  find  that  he  has  got 
my  letter.  If  he  has,  I  will  not  meet 
him.  If  he  haa  m/,  I  will  take  it 
back,  and  (hew  him  what  I  bare  writ- 
ten* That  will  break  the  ice^  as  I  mif 
fay,  and  fave  me  much  circumlocu^ 
tion  and  realbniag:  and  a  ftedfail  ad* 
herence  to  that  nay  written  mind  is  ail 
that  will  be  necettary.— The  interview 
muft  be  as  (bort  as  pofiiblc^  for  itumld 
it  be  difcovered,  it  would  furoiio  a 
new  and  Urong  pretence  for  the  intend- 
ed evil  of  Wednefday  neat. 

Perl^aps  I  (hall  not  be  able  ta  write 
again  one  while.  Perhaps  not,  till  I  am 
tbie  miferable  mppertyof  tfutSolmesI 
—But  that  (ball  nev^,  nerer  b«,^w;biAe 

J  have  my  lenfef. 

If  your  fervant  find  notbiag  from  roe 
by  Wednefday  momin|^  you  maf 
conclude  that. J  can  ^hcn  netfber  wrxtt 
to  vou,  nor  receive  your  favqurs. 

,..  Xi^,  taat  caiCf  pity  aa4  gnijF  for  mf. 
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«te»  plac6  in  your  afftftioM,  which  it 
^  Bride  of  my  life,  and  tke  oaly 
comfort  left  tojemr 

Cl,  Harlo.wb. 


LEt'TER    XLVIL 

IfISS    C^AtfSSA    MARLOWr,    TO 
MIS$  HOWV. 

ST.  ALBAH^ty  TOtSPAr  MOftH* 
FAtT  OVK* 

0  WT  9ZA*XtT  f  K|t1f »  ! 

AFTER  what  1  had  rdblved  up. 
on,  as  by  my  former,  what  (hall 
1  write  ?  What  r«i  I  ?  With  what  con- 
fcioufbefs,  even  by  Utigr,  do  I  approach 
you?— Yoo  will  foon  hear  (if  already 
)Fou  have  sot  heard  from  the  mouth  uf 
Common  fame)  that  your  Clarilb  Har* 
lowe  is  gone  off  "with  a  man  t 

1  am  buffing  royfelf  to  give  yoti  the 
particulars  at  nm.  The  whole  twen  - 
ty-fenr  hours  of  each  day  rto  begin 
the  moment  I  eao  fix)  mall  Be  em- 
ployed in  it  tilt  it  is  finiOied:  everv- 
one  of  the  bours,  T  mean,  that  will  be 
fpared  me  by  thi>  interniuring  man,  to 
arhon  I  have  nademyftif  fo  fooUlhly 
Bccountable  for  top  inaay  of  them. 
ReH  it  departed  from  iae.  I  have  no 
^1  for  tbati  and  tliat  has-qo  balm  for 
the  wounds  of  my  mind.  So  you'U 
have  all  thoft  hours  witHoutinterrUp- 
(ioB  till  the  account  is  ended. 

But  will  you  re^ve,  fliall  yon  be 
fermHud  to  receive  my  letters,  after 
whatlftavedoiie?  ' 

O  my  deareft  friendf— But  I  niuft 
make  the  beft  of  it.  I  hope  that  will 
no^-be  very  badf  Yet  am  1  convinced, 
that  I  did  a  ra(b  and  inexcufable  thing, 
in  meeting  him;  and  all  his  tender- 
pAy  all  bis  vows,  cannot  pacify  my 
inwsfd  reproaches  on  that  account. 

The  b«arer  comes  to  you,  my  dear, 
for  the  little  parcel  of  linen  which  T 
Ihit  yoo  with  He  better  and  more 
s^fecjble  hopes. 

*  Send  itot  my  letten.  Send  the  lU 
VtOk  only  t  except  you  will  favour  me 
witk  one  line,  to  tell  me,  you  love  me 
JKII;  and  that  you  will  fufpend  your 
cenibres  till  yoo  have  the  whole  before 
you.  I  am  the  readier  to  ftnd  thus 
eariy,  b<«aii(e  if  you  have  deposited 
pay- thing  for  iBe,  ^OM  may  cauie  it  ^ 
be  taken  baek,  or  withold  any.thing 
79U  iMd  b<it  iBtBBdcd  to  fead. 


Adieu,  my  deareft  friend!«i«l  befeccb 
you  to  love  me  ftill— But,  alas!  what 
will  your  mother  fav^—- Wbat  wtU 
inine?-*Whac  my  other  ielatioas?«>w 
and  what  my  dear  Mrs.  Norton?  And 
how  will  my  brother  and  iifter  triumphi 

I  cannot  at  prefent  tell  you  how,  ct* 
where,  vou  can  direft  to  me.  For 
very  early  fliall  I  leave  this  place ^  har«. 
railed  and  fatigued  to  death.  But* 
when  I  can  do  nothing  ei(c»  conftant 
ufe  has  made  me  able  to  wri;e.  Loog» 
very  lon^,  has  that  been  all  myamnfe* 
ment  aUd  pleafyre :  yet  could  not  ibM 
have  been  fuch  to  me,  had  I  not  had 
y9Uy  my  bcft  beloved  friend,  to  writr 
to .  Once  more  adieu .  Pi ty  and  pray 
for  jiow 

Cl.  Harlowi^ 


LETTER    XLVIII. 

MISS  HOWS,   TO    MtSS   CLARUSi^ 
HARLOWE. 

TUBSOAT,   WINC  0*CLOCC* 

I  Write,  becaufe  you  enjoin  me  to  do 
fo.  Love  you  ftillt-r— How  can  f 
help  it,  if  I  would }  You  may  believe 
how  I  ftand  aghaft,  your  letter  com- 
municating the  firft  news*-Good  God 
of  heaven  and  earth!— >But  what  OiaU 
]'fay>«»I  am  all  impatience  for  parti* 
culars. 

Lord  baye  nvercy  upon  mrf^-But 
can  it  be  ? 

My  mother  will  iuiUed  be  aftoniflied! 
7-How  can  I  tell  it  herl— It  was  but 
laft  night  (upon  fomc  jealoufies  put 
into  her  head  by  your  foolifli  uncle) 
that  I  aflfured  her,  and  this  upon  the 
drength  of  your^<u;;i  afTurances,  that 
neither  man  nor  devil  would  be  able  to 
induce  you  to  take  a  ftep  that  was  in 
the  leaft  derogatory  to  the  iniftft  punc- 
tilious honour. 

But,  once  more,  can  it  be?  Wh^t 
woman,  at  this  rate  I-«-But,  God  pre- 
fer ve  you  I 

Let  nothing  efcape  you  in  your  let- 
ters.  DireA  them  for  me  howcVeiTIo 
Mrs.  Knollys's,  till  furtbernotice.  ' 

#     m 

Observe,  my  dear,  that  I  don't 
blame  j(?«  by  all  this-rYour  relations 
only  are  in  fault!«~Yet  how  yon  came 
to  chanjge  your  mind  is  the  lurprixiog 
thing. 

How  to  break  it  to  my  mother,  I 
know  oou    Yet^  if  ihe  hoar  it  firft 

from 
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ilfi^«f^r,  tTf4  Sii4  I  knew  itte- 
Im  i»e  will  believe  it  to  be  bj  my 
SMKkivancel— Yet,  m  I  hope  to  hve,  I 
faow  nee  bow  to  break  k  to  her.  , 
'  But  this  it  tetviifg  yoii.-f-][  nm  Aire» 
%f jtboDt  ittteotion^ 

'  Let  tnt  DOW  repeat  my  lonQcr  ml. 
trice— If  yoit  afe  n0t  married  by  tbie 
tine,  he  itirc  delay  ^or  tbe  ceremony* 
Since  tbfDgs  are  aft  they  are»  |  \fi(h  it 
tvete  thovgbt  that  you  were  privately 
Vkanritd  before  you  went  away,  If 
tbofe  men  plead  authority  to  ou;- 
wbe»  we  are //&»r/-^w|iy  ^ouI4 
iMty  .in  focb  a  cafe  as  tbis^  make 
f^od  o«it  of  the  bated  word,  for 
\^mr  rejMBtation,  when  we  f  re  icduced 
to  Tioiatc  a  more  natural  one  ? 

Yottr  brother  and  ilfter  [That  vexes 
■Be  alnaoft  as  much  at  any-thingt] 
fcave  now  their  ends.  Now,  I  fup- 
poie,  win  go  forwirrA  dltef^ttons  of 
wRls>  and  fuch-like  fplteful  doings. 

Miss  Lloyd  and  Mifs  Biddulph  this 
nxunent  fend  up  their  names.  They 
•reooc  of  breatn,  Kitty  fays,  to  (peak 
tp  016— Eafy  to  guefa  theif  errana!-^I 
mmtt  fee  my  mo&r,  before  I  fee  them. 
I  have  no  way  but  to  fliew  her  your  let- 
ttrroekarmyielf.  I  ftiall  not  be  able 
t»  fay  a  wera^  till  Ae  has  run  faericlf 
Mt  of  her  fM  breath. — Forgive  me, 
«iy  4e*r-*  Sarprise  makes  nne  write 
thus.  If  your  meifenger  did  not  wait, 
jHid  were  pot  tfeofe  young  ladiei  below, 
I  would  write  it  over  again,  for  fear  of 
ttt6Bime  yvn» 

I  fieud  what  yov  write  for.  If  there 
he  any- thing  elfe  you  want  that  is  iii 
command  without  reienre 

AnnaHows. 


LETTER    XLIX. 

SItSt  OLAfHSSA  HA«LOWE,TO  1|ISS 
HOWI* 

TtrrsSATKIdHT* 

IThittlt  myfelf  obliged  rp  thank 
ymtf  mydearMifr  Howe,  for  your 
condefcenfion,  in  takine  notice  of  a 
ciesiure  who  has  occaboned  you  fo 
fliodileaiidal. 

I  wm  grieved  fm  this  account,  at 
iMich,  t  winhr  thiBk,'as  for  th^  evil 
itielf. 

'   Tdl  im<-^Bttt  yetf-I  am  alraid  to 
J^ftoi»«*«Fhat  joiir  mother  iaid* 


lUmg,  UkdfttJirtvif  toheiDld^ 
what  the  young  ladies  my  companioDttf 
now  never  :mqre,  perhaps  fu  beib,  i^ 
of  me.     . 

They  cannot,  however,  fty  worfe  of 
me  than  I  will  of  myielf.  Sdf-accu- 
i^tion  Oiall  flow  in  every  line  of  my 
narrativr  where  I  think  I  ani  juftly^ 
cenfurablc.  If  any-thiug  can  ariie 
frpm  th^  account  I  am  going  to  give 
you,  for  ^tenuation  of  my  fault,  (for 
that  is  all  a  pfrfon  can  hope  for,  who 
cannot'evcuie  berfelf)  I  kiMsw  I  may 
expeft  it  from  your  firiend (hip,  tbougti 
not  fi-om  thf  charity  of  any  other: 
imee  by  this  time  I  doubt  not  every 
thouth  is  opened  againiib  mej  and  all 
that  know  Cianfla  Uarkiwc  ^^tu4pi|«^ 
the  fugitive  d^u^bter. 

After  I  ba4dep«(ited  atv  ieCfer  f 
yon j  written  down  t^  the  lalt  hour,  at 
I  may  fay,  I  returned  to  the  Ivy  Sunt- 
mcrHoufC)  iirft  taking  bach  my  letter 
from  the  loofe  bricks:  ^od  there  I  en* 
4eavoured,  as  cooUy  as  my  ^uStioft 
would  jperntit,  to  recollie£l  and  lay  t»» 
gether  leveral  incidents  that  bad  paicfl 
between  my  aunt  and  nae;  and,  comV 
paring  them  with  fofne  of  the  contsnCt 
of  my  coofin  I>olly*s  letter,  I  bq^  to 
hope»  tliat  I  fieeded  not  to  he  £»  very 
apprcheiffive  as  I  have  heai  nf  neid 
Vi'ednefilcy.  And  thus  I  argued  with 
viyleif^ 

<  Wedneldfty  eaniMt  poffibty  bethe 

*  day  tliey  sDUmI,  slthough  to  iatMiw^ 

'  date  me  tbcy  may  wifli  ok  to  think  it . 

*  is;  for  tbe  ieulemenu  are  ttofignedc 
'  nor  have  they  been  oIKcred  me  to  iig». 
^  I  <san  ehufe  whether  I  wiU  or  will 

*  not  put  my  hand  to  them}  hard  as  it 

<  will  be  to  vefuie  if  my  father  tender 
'  them  to  me— Befides.  did  not  my  f»- 

*  ther  and  mother  propofe^  if  I  made 

*  commtliion  necewy,  to  00  to  my 
'<  imc(e*s  theoifelvoe,  ia  oiSer  tn  I9 

<  out  of  the  way  of  my  appods? 

<  Whereas  fhcyiiMid  to  be  prttetiMi 
'  Wednefdsy.    And  howensr  aM|. 

<  ing  .to  me  the  thought  of  aMSting 

<  them  and  all  my  firiends  in  full  n&m. 

*  bty  is,  perhapsitis  the  very  thing  I 

*  ought  to  w>^  fort  fiikce  my  blotter 

<  aq4  fiAer  had  iiieh  an  opinion  of  niy 
«  ifiteftft  in  dram,  that  th^  gnt  np 

*  excluded  from  their  pr«finice»  ns  « 

<  mealhrs  which  they  CMght  previ* 
«  oa%  necelliury  tQoarryoaihourdo* 

*  figns. 

*  ^iof  lunre  I  fMte  to  doinbt»  h«t 
4  thsl' 
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■  Aaf  (at  t  liad  bf  fore  argoed  with 
tnyfelO  '  I  &3ii)  be  able  to  bring  over 

■  ibme  of  my  reiationt  to  my  prty; 

*  and,  being  brought  face  to  face  with 

*  ray  brother,  that  I  Ihall  expofe  his 

*  malevolence,    and    of   confequence 

*  weaken  his  power. 

•  Then,  foppofing  the  very  worft, 

*  chalJenging  the  minifter  as  I  (hall 

*  cballenge  him,  he  will  not  prefume 

*  to  proceed:    nor  forely   will    Mr. 

*  Sclmes  dare  to  accept  my  refufiog 

<  and  ftrugglinff  hand.  And  finally, 
'  if  Boththg  elle  will  do,  nor  procure 

*  roe  delay,  I  can  pl&d  fcruples  of 

*  confcience,  and  even  pretend  prior 

*  obligations*  for,  my  dear,  I  have 
given  Mr.  Lovelace  room  to  hope  (as 
you  will  fee  in  one  of  my  letters  in 
your  haixis}  that  I  will  be  no  other 
man's  while  he  is  fingle,  and  gives  me 
not  wilful  and  pret^itated  caofe  of 
offence  again  ft  him;  and  this  in  order 
to  rein-in  his  refentments  on  the  de- 
clared nnimoiity  of  my  brother  and 
nodes  to  him.  *  And  as  I  (hall  appeal, 
'  or  refer  my  fcniples  on  this  head,  to 

*  the  good  Dr.  Lewen^  it  is  impofixble 

<  but  that  my  mother  and  aunt  (if  no- 
'  body  elfe)  moft  be  atfeaed  with  this 
« pfea.' 

Revolving  curfoHly  thefe  things,  I 
congratulate  myfelf,  that  I  had  re- 
ibived  againft  going  away  with  Mr. 
Lovelace. 

i  told  yoBy  my  detr,  that  I  would 
not  (pare  myfelt;  and  I  enumerate 
theie  particulars  as  To  roanv  arguments 
to  condemn  the  aflions  I  nave  been  fo 
unhappily  betrayed  into.  An  argu- 
ment that  concludes  againd  me  with 
the  greater  force,  as  I  muft  acknow- 
ledge, that  I  was  appi«hen(ive,  that 
what  my  coufin  Dolly  raentionsas  from 
Betty  and  from  my  nfter,  who  told  ber, 
ibat  (beiiould  tell  inrr,  in  order  to  make 
medeiperate,and  perhap|/0^i^x«^  Af/OT 
pmtfuch  fiep  as  I  bave^em  driven  tg 
take 9  as&i  m90  ejfeBiialnuans  tQTuin 
wu  luUhmjf  father  and  uncles^ 

G«d  foTj^ive  me  if  I  judge  too  hardlj 
of  their  views  !«-^But  if  I  do  »«/,  at 
Mldws,  that  they  laid  a  wicked  fnah: 
iot  mti  and  that  1  have  been  caught  in 
it.— And  now  may  they  triunwh,  if 
•fhey  can  triumph,  in  the  ruin  or  a  fif- 
«er, .  who  never  wiOicd  or  intended  hurt 
IB  them! 


As  the  above  ktnd  of  reafotilng  had 
leflened  my  appreheniions  as  to  the 
Wcdnefday,  it  added  to  thofc  X  had  of 
meeting  Mr.  Lovelace— Now,  as  it 
feemed,  not  only  the  neareft,  but  the 
heavie(l  evil;  principally  indeed  be* 
caufe  fiearefly  for  little  did  I  dream 
(foolifli  creature  that  I  was,  and  every 
way  bcfet  I)  of  the  event  proving  what 
it  has  proved.  I  expelled  a  contention 
with  him,  it  is  true,  as  he  had  not  my 
letter:  bqt  I  thought  it  would  be  very 
ftrange,  as  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my 
former  •,  if  I,  who  had  fo  (teadily 
held  out  againll  charaflersfo  venerable, 
again K  authorities  fo  facred,  as  I  may 
fay,  when  I  thought  them  unreafonably 
exerted,  (hould  not  find  myfeif  more 
equal  to  fuch  a  trial  as  this;  efpecially 
as  f'had  fo  much  reafonto  bedifpleafed 
with  him  for  not  having  taken  away 
my  letter. 

On  what  a  point  of  time  may  one^t 
worldly  happinefs  depend!  Had  I  had 
but  two  hours  more  to  confider  of  the 
matter,  and  to  attend  to  and  improve 
upon  thefe  new  lights,  as  I  may  call 
them — But  even  then,  perhaps,  I  might 
have  given  him  a  meeting.— Fool  that 
I  wast  what  had  I  to  ^o  to  give  hint 
hope  that  I  would  prei'Jhnalfy  acquaint 
him  with  the  reafon  for  my  change  of 
mind,  if  I  did  change  it  ? 

0  my  dear!  an  obliging  temper  is  a 
very  dangerous  temper *«>By  endea- 
▼ounn|r  to  gratify  others,  it  is  ever- 
more oifobliginr  irfelf  < 

When  the  bell  rang  to  call  the  fer- 
vantsto  dinner,  Betty  came  to  me,  and 
aiked,  if  I  had  any  commands  htfore 
the  went  to  hers;  repeating  her  hint, 
that  (he  (hould  be  €mfloyed\  adding, 
that  (he  believed  it  was  expefted,  that  - 
I  (hould  not  come  up  till  (he  came 
down,  or  till  I  faw  my  aunt  or  Mifs 
Hervcv. 

1  adced  her  (bme  queftions  about  the 
cafcade,  which  had  been  out  of  order, 
and  lately  mendedf  and  expreffed  a  cu* 
riofity  to  fee  how  it  played,  in  order  to 
induce  her  [How  cunmng  to  cheat  my- 
felf, as  it  proved!]  to  go  thither,  if  , 
(he  found  me  not  where  roe  left  me;  it 
being  at  a  part  of  the  garden  moiJt 
diftantfrom  the  Ivy  Summer  Huufe. 

She  could  have  hardly  got  into  the 
houfe  when  I  heard  the  firit  fignal^O 
how  my  heart  fluttered  !<— <But  no  time 
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was  to  b^  loft,  rftcpt  to  the  garden- 
idoor}  and  feeing  a  clear  «oaft,  unbolted 
f  he  already  unlocked  door-— And  there 
was  he,  aUimpatieDcc,  waiting  Cor  me. 
A  panick  next  to  fainting  ieiied  me 
yrhen  I  faw  him.  My  heart  feemed 
convulfed;  and  I  trembled  fo*  that  I 
Ihould  hardly  have  kept  my  feet,  had 
he  not  fupported  me. 

*  Fear  nothing,    deafcft  creature/ 
faid  he—*  Let  us  haften  away— The 

<  chariot  is  at  hand— -And,  by  this 

*  fweet  condefcenGon,  you  have  obliged 

*  me  beyond  cspreifion  or  return.* 
Recovering  my  Tpirits  a  little,  as  he 

kept  drawing  me  after  him,  '  O,  Mr. 

*  Lovelace,*  faid  I,  *  I  cannot  go  with 

<  joM-^Inditd  I  cannot— I  wrote  you 
'  wonf  fo— >Let  go  my  band,  and  vou 

*  (hall  fee  my  letter.  It  baa  lain  ihere 
^  from  yefterday  morning,  till  within 

<  this  half-hour.  I  bid  you  watch  to 
f  the  laft  for  a  letter  from  me,  left  I 
\  ihould  be  obliged  to  revoke  the  ap- 
*^  pointment;  and  had  you  followed  the 

*  direction,  yuu  would  have  found  it.* 

*  I  havQ  Wen  watched,  my  deareft 

*  life,*  faid  he,  half  out  of  breath— 

*  I  have  been  watched  in  every  ftep  \ 

*  took :  and  my  trufty  fervant  has  been 
'  watched  too,  ever  fince  Saturday,  and 
'  dared  not  to  come  near  your  «jraU.-- 

*  And  here  we  ihall  be  diicovered  m  a 
\  moment.— -Speed  away,  my  charmer 

<  —This  16  the  moment  of  your  deli— 
•    «  verancc— If  you  negleft  this  ^por- 

<  tunity,  yo\x nf*Oir  can  have  (uch  ano- 
«  th.T.* 

.   *  What  is  it  you  mean,  Sir  ?— Let 

*  p;o  my  hand :  for  I  tcli  yoi^'  [ftrug- 
gling  Teberaently]  *  that  I  will  fooner 

*  die  than  go  with  you.* 

•  Good  Godr  faid  he,  with  a  look 

.    of  wildnefs  and  furBrize,  <'what  is  rt  I 

• ,  hear  I — put*  [ftill  drawing  me  after 

him,  as  he  retreated  faither  from  the 

d/)o»]  *  ^t  is  no  time  to  argue— By  all 

*  that's  good  you  muft  go— Surely 
'*.you  cannot  doubt  my  honour,  nor 

*,  give  mecaufeto  (|ueftion  your  own/ 

.  •  As  you  value  mc,  Mr.  Lovelace^ 

^-  urge  me  no  farther.    I  come  £xed 

*  and  refolved.  '  Let  me  give  you  the 

*  letter  I  had  written.    My  further 

*  rcafuns  ihall  follow;  and  t)tfy-  will 
'  convince  you,  chat  I  ought  not  to 

*  go/ 

'  Nothings  Madain«  can  Cunyiuce 

*  m«— By  an  that*s  facred,  I  will  not 

*  leave  you.     To   leave   you  nqw, 

*  would  be  CO  lafcyou  for  ever/ 


*  Am  I  ^o  be  thus  compelled  r  in- 
terrupted if  with  equal  iodignanion 
and  vehemence—'  Let  go  oy  bands .^— 
^  I  am  refolv«d  not  to  go  with  yoo— 

*  And  I  will  convince  yott»  that  I 
f  f tight  not.* 

«  All  my  friends  expert  yov»  Ma- 
'  dam-»AlJ  your  own  are  detertptned 

*  againii  you<— Wednefday  next  is  the 

*  day,  the  important,  perhaps  the  fa* 

*  taldaytWouldyouftaytobeSolmes*;; 
'  wife?— Can  this  be  your  dctermina- 

*  tion  at  laft  ?* 

*  No,  never,  never,  will  I  be  that 

*  mail's— 9ut  I  will  n^t  go  with  you ! 

*  [Draw  me  not  thus— How  dare  you, 

<  Sir  ?  I  would  not  have  feen  you,  but 

<  to  tell  you  (b.]   I  had  not  met  you, 

*  but  for  fear  you  would  have  been 

*  guilty  of  fome  raihnefs^^And,  once 

<  more,  I  will  Mt  go— What  mean 
«  you  ?'— Striving  with  aU  my  force  to 
get  from  him. 

*  What  can  have  podeflfed  my  angel,* 
fiiid  he,  [quitting  my  hands,  and  with 
a  gentler  voice]  *  that  after  £b  much 

*  ilt-ufage  from  your  relations;  vows 

*  fo  (blemn  on  my  part;  an  afte6lion  ib 

*  ardent}  you  ftab  me  with  a  refufal  to 

*  ftand  by  your  own  appointment?* 

*  We  have  no  thne  to  talk,  Mr. 

*  Lovelaice.    I  will  give  you  my  rea« 

*  Tons  at  a  better  opportunity.    I  can- 

*  not  go  with  you  now-^And^  once 

*  more,  urge  me  no  fartheiw-^arcly  I 

<  am  not  to  be  compelled  by  every- 
«  bodyr 

*  I  feehow  it  is,*  faid h<,  with  a de-' 
je^ed,  but.paifionatoair'— *  What  a  fe- 

*  vere  fate  is  mine^At  length  your 

*  ipirit  is  fubdued  I— Your  brother  and 
'  ufter  have  prevailed^  and  I  muft  give 
* .  up  all  my  hopes  to  a,  wretch  fo  truly 

*  deipicable-^* 

*  04ce  more  I  tell  you,*  ioterrupted 
I)  *  I  never  will  be  his-*AU  may  end 

*  on  Wednefday  differently  from  whai 

<  youexpefl.* 

*  And  it  may  «0|  /— >Aiid  then,  good 

*  heavens!* 

«  It  is  to  be  their  laft  eftbrt,  as  I 
'  hfl^TP  reafoQ  tp  believe.* 

*  And  Ihav«  reafoa  to  believe  ib  too 
'  — Bin«w  ii"  you  ftay,E  you  will  ioeviu- 

*  blybe.Solinei'avuff.' 

<  Kot  fo,*  interrupted  I— «  I  hwrci 
^oblinl  them  iA  one  point.    Thnr 

<  will  t>e  in  good -humour  with  oK*    X 
*•  ihall  gain  time  at  leaft.    I  am  fure  I 

..  <  (hall.*   I  have  ftteral  ways  to  gaia 

<  time.* 

'And 
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*'  And  whatp  Madam,  will  gaining 
'  time  do  ?  It  i$  plain  yoa  have  ntt  a 

*  hope  beyond  that— It  it  plain  you 

*  have  not,  by  putting  all  upon  that 
'  precariout  inbe.  O  my  deareft,  dear- 
'  eft  life,  let  me  befcech  you  not  to  run 
'  a  rii^ue  of  this  consequence.     I  can 

*  convince  you,  that  it  will  be  m^re 

*  than  arifque  if  you  go  back,  that  you 

*  will  on  Wednefday  next  be  Solmes*s 

*  wife.— Prevent  therefort,   now  that 

*  it  is  in  jottr  power  to  prevent,  the  fa- 
'  tal  mirchicfs  that  will  follow  fuch  a 

*  dreadful  certainty.' 

*  While  I  have  any  room  for  hope,  it 

*  concerns ^ye«r  honour,  Mr.  Lovelace, 

*  as  well  as  mine;  (if  you  have  the  va- 

*  lue  for  me  you  pretend,  and  wifli  me 

*  to  believe  you)  that  mv  conduft  in 

*  this  great  point  ftiould  juftify  my 

*  prudence.' 

*  Your  prudence,  Madam  I  When 
'  hat  that  been  queftionable  ?  Yet  what 

*  ftead  ,bat  either  your  prudence  or  vour 

*  duty  ftood  you  in,  with  people  ib 

*  ftraagely determined?' 
Aiklthen  he  oathetically  enumerated 

the  difierent  inftances  of  the  harih  treat- 
ment I  had  met  with;  Imputing  all  to 
the  malice  and  caprice  of  a  brother, 
who  let  every- body  againft  him:  and 
I  infifting,  that  I  had  no  other  way  to 
bring  about  a  reconciliation  with  my 
father  and  uncles,  than  by  putting  my-  * 
lelf  out  of  the  power  of  my  brother's 
inveterate  malice. 

'  Your  brother's  whole   reliance,' 
proceeded  be,   *  has  been  upon  your 

*  eafineft  to  bear  hit  infults.    Your 

*  whole  family  will  fcek  tojou^  when 

*  you  have  freed  yourfelf  from  this  dif- 

*  mceful   opprefKon.      When    they 

*  know  jott  are  with  thole  who  can  and 
'  *wiU  right  you,  they  will  give  up  to 
'  yon  your  own  eftate.  )vhy  then,' 
putting  hit  arm  round  me,  and  aeain 
drawing  me  with  a  gentle  force  vtcir 
lum,  '  do'  vou  hefitate  a  moment  ?•— 
•-  Kow  it  mk  time— f  1 V  with  me  thcn^ 

*  I  beieech  you,  my  dearcft  creature,! 

*  Truft  yoijr  perlbcufcd  adorer.  Have 
'  we  not  fuffered  in  the  fame  caufe  ? 
'  If  any  imputatj6ns  are  caft  upon  you, 

*  ^rt  mt  the  fabnour  (as  I  Jkml  hf 
^JkHnA  ttideferve  it)  to  dll  you  mine^ 

*  and,  Wtei  ydu  are  Co^  fhzW  I  not  be 
'  able  to  proted  both  ^wxt  p^-fon  and 
•chtfaairr 

*  tfrtte  mt  nb  ttiort^  Mr.  Lovelace^ 

*  I  coik]>sre  y^;    Vott  yotnfelf  have 
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^*ven  me  a  hint,  which  t  will  fj^inik 
plainer  to,  than  ^udence,  perhapi, 
on  any  other  occafion,  would  allow. 
I  am  convinced,  that  Wednefday 
net t  (if  I  had  time  I  would  give  you 
my  reafons)  is  not  intended  to  be  tile 
day  we  had  both  fo  much  dreaded : 
and  if  after  that  day  fhall  be  over,  I 
find  my  friends  determined  in  Mr. 
Solmes's  favour,  I  will  then  contrive 
fome  way  to  meet  you  with  Mifs 
Howe,  who  it  not  your  enemy;  and 
when  the  Iblemnlty  hat  pafled,  I 
Ihall  think  that  ftep  a  duty,  whicli 
iiU  then  will  be  crimmal  to  take*,  fince 
now  mv  father't  authority  is  ttnim- 
peached  by  any  greater.* 
«  Deareft  Madam—' 

*  Nay,  Mr.  Lovelace,  if  you  now  dif* 
pute— if,  after  thtf  more  favourable 
declaration,  than  I  had  the  thougHt 
of  making,  you  are  not  fatisfiedT  I 
fliall  know  what  to  tlunk  both  of 
youir  gratitude  and  generofity.' 

*  The  cafe.  Madam,  admits  not  of 
this  alternative.  I  am  all  gratitude 
upon  if.  I  cannot  exprefs  how  mucli 
I  diould  be  delighted  with  the  charnj* 
ing  hope  you  nave  given  me,  were 
you  not  next  Wedneidav,  if  you  ftay, 
to  be  another  man*!.  Think,  deareft 
creature!  what  an  heightening  of  my 
anffttifli  the  diftant  hope  you  bid'  me 
lo^  up  tO|  is,  taken  m  this  li^ht  !^ 

*  Depend,  depend  upon  it,  I  will  die 
fooner  than  be  Mr.  Sofmes's.  If 
vou  would  have  me  rely  upon/0ttr 
honour,  why  ihould  you  doubt  of 

*  I  doubt  not  your  honour.  Madam ; 
yonrpo'tvfr  is  all  Idoobt.  You  ne- 
ver, never,  can  have  Aich  another 
opportunity.— Deareft  creature,  i»er- 

'*  m'lt  me'— Afidlie  was  again  drawing 
me  after  him. 

*  Whether,  Sir,  do  you  draw  me  ?  — 
Leave  me  this  moment-«Do  you  feek 
fo  keep  me  till  my  return  (hall  grow 
dangerous  or  imprafticablc  ?  This 
moment  let  me  go,  if  you  would  have 
mc  think  tolerably  ot  you.' 

*  My  bappinefs.  Madam,  both  here 
and  hereafter,  and  the  Cafexy  of  all 
your  implacable  family,  depend  upon 
this  moment.' 

<  To  Providence,  Mr.  Lovelace,  and 
td  the  law,  will  I  leave  the  fafety  of 
my  friends.  You  (hall  not  threateti 
me  into  a  ralbnefs  that  my  heat't  con* 
demi^!— Shall  I,  to  promote  your 
O  o  »       *  happinefs. 
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/  bappinefs,  as  you  call  it,  deHroy  all 

*  roy  future  peace  of  mind?* 

*  You  trifle  with' me,  my  dear  Kfe, 
.  *  J11&  as  our  better  pror|>e6l8  begin  lo 
.*  open.  The  way  is  cleari  ju&  now 
. '  «4t  is  clear;  but  you  may  be  prevented 

*  in  a  moment.    What  is  it  you  doubt? 

*  —May  I   pcrllh  eternally,   if  your 

*  will  ihall  not  be  a  law  to  me  in  every 

*  thing!  All  my  relations  expefl  you. 
'  Your  own  appointment  calls  upon 
•you.      Next  Wednefday! — Deareft 

*  creature  I  think  of  next  Wednefday  I 

*  —And  to  what  is  it  I  urge  you»  but 

*  to  take  a  ftep  thai  fooner  than  any 

*  other  will  reconcile  you  to  all  whom 

*  you  have  mod  reafon  to  value  in  yoor 

*  family?* 

*  Let  me  judge  formyfelf,  Sir.    Do 
'  not  you,  who  blame  my  friendsforen- 

*  deavouring  to  compel  mt,jour/el/f^tk 

*  to  compel  me.  Iwon*t  bearit.  Your 
/  earneftnefs  gives  me  greater  appre- 

*  hen  (ions,  and  greater  relu£lance.  Let 

*  me  go  back,  then— Let  me,  before  it 
'  is  too  late,  go  back,  that  it  may  not 

*  be  worfe  for  both — What  mean  you 

*  by  this  forcible  treatment  ?  Is  it  tnua 
. '  that  la^  to  judge  of  the  entire  iTub- 

'  miflion  to  my  will  which  you  have  lb 
'  often  vowed  ?-— Unhand  me  this  mo- 
.*  mcnt,  or  I  will  cry  out  for  help.* 
..  *  I  will  obey  you,  my  .deareft  crea« 

*  turer— And- quitted  my  hand  with 
a  look  full  of  tender  defpondency,  that, 
knowing  |he  violence  of  his  temper, 
b al f-  qDi)cem.ed  me  for. hi m .  Yet  I  was 
hafteping.Crom'bimi  when,  with  a  fo- 
lemn^air,  ]«K>kipg  upon  his  fwocd,  but 
catching,' .as  it  w^'e,  his  hand  firm  it, 
he  folded  both  his  arms,  as  if  afudden 
thought  bad  recovered  him  from  an  in-  - 
tended  raibnefs, 

'  Stay  one  moment— But  one  mo- 
'  ment  ftay,  0  beft  beloved  of  my  foul  \ 

*  —Your  retreat  is  fecure,  if  you  imtt 

*  go:  the  key  lies  down  at  the  door;—* 
'  But,  O  Madam,  next  Wednefday^  and 

*  you  are  Mr.  Solmes*s !— Fly  me  not 

*  fo  eagerly— Hear  me  bu  t  a  few  words.* 
When  near  the  garden- door,  I  flop- 

jped ;  and  was  the  more  fatisfled,  as  I 
law  tlie  key  there,  by  which  I  could  let 
myfelf  in  again  at  pleafure.  But,  be. 
ing  uneafy  Ted  I  ihould  be  raifled,  told 
him,  I  could  ftay  no  longer^  I  had  al- 
ready  (laid  too  long.  Iwould  write  to 
him  all  my  reafuns.  *  And  depend 
.'  upon  it,  Mr.  Lovelace,'  fa  id  I,  fjuft 
npon  the  point  of  ftooping  for  the  Ley, 


in  order  to  return]  *•  I  will  di«,  ratfier 

*  than   have  that  man.     You  know 

<  what  I  have  promifed,  if  I  find  my-' 

*  fclf  in  danger.' 

*  One  word,  Madam,  however;  one 
'  word  more/  [approaching  me,  his 
arms  ftill  folded,  as  if,  as  I  thought, 
be  would  not  be  tempted  to  mifclMaf.] 

*  Remember  only,  that  I  come  at  yow 
*•  appointment,  to  redeem  you,  at  the 

<  hazard  of  my  life,  from  your  gaolers 

<  and  per  fee  u  tors,  with  a  rcfoTution, 
*■  God  is  my  witnefs,  or  may  he  for 

*  ever  blaft  me!"  [that was  his  ihock- 
ing  imprecation]  *  to  be  a  father,  an- 

*  cle,  brother,  and,  as  I  humbly  hoped^ 

<  in  your  own  good  time,  a  huflrand  to 

<  you,  all  in  one.    But  fmce  I  find  yo« 

*  are  fo  ready  to  cry  out  for  help  againft 
'  me,  which  mud  bring  down  upon  me 

*  the  vengeance  of  all  your  family,  I 
'  am  contented  to  run  all  rifques.  £ 
'  will  not  afle  you  to  retreat  with  ma\ 
'  I  will  attend  you  into  the  garden,  and 

*  into  the  boufe,  if  I  am  not  intercepted, 
'  Nay,  b^  not  furpriaed,  Madanw 

'  The  help  you  would  have  called  for, 

*  I  will  attend  yon  to;  for  I  will  fiue 
'  theib  all:  but  not  as  a  revenger,  if 
'  they  provoke  me  not  too  much.  Yo« 
'  fliall  fee  what  I  can  further  bear  for 

*  your  fake— -And  let  ua  both  Ic^  if 

*  expoilulation,  and  the  behaviour  of 

*  a  gentleman  to  them,'  will  not  piv- 
'  cure  me  the  treatment  du«  to  a  gea- 

*  tleman^aw  them." 

*  Had  he  oftered  to  draw  his  /word 
upon  himfelf,  I  was  prepared  to  have 
.defpifed  htm  for  foppofine  me  (bcK  a 
poor  novice,  as  to  be  mtimidated  by  an 
artifice  fo  common.  But  this  reibln- 
tion,  uttered  with  fo  ierious  an  air,  of 
accompanying  me  in  to  my  friends  made 
me  gafp  with  terror. 

*  What  mean  you,  Mr.  Lovelace?' 
faid  I:  *  I  befeech  you  leave  me— 
«  Leave  me.  Sir,  Ibcieech  you.' 

<  Ezcufe  me,  Madam!  I  beg  you  to 
'  excuie  me.     I  have  long  enoosh 

*  (kulked  like  a  thief  about  thefe  londy 

*  walls-r-Lone,  too  long,  have  I  borne 

*  the  infults  of  you^  brother,  and  other 

*  of  your  relations.     Abfence  bot 

*  heightens  malice.  I  am  de(perate.  I 
'  have  but  this  one  chance  for  it;  for  ia 
^  not  the  day  after  to- morrow  Wtdn^" 

*  day?  I  have  encouraged  viruleoctbv 
'  my  tamenefs.— Yet  tame  I  will  fliil 
«  be.    You  ihall  fee.  Madam,  what  1 

<  ^  bour  for  your  ftke.    My  fvNMtS 
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<  ftaU  be  pot  ih*athed  into  jwvr  btndi  / 
TAnd  he  oifered  it  to  me  in  the  fcab- 
bvd]--«  My  heart,  if  you  pleiD^/ 
clapping  one  hand   upon  his  breaft, 

<  ihaJl  afford  a  (heath  for  your  brother*! 

*  fword.     Life  it  nothing  if  I  lofe  you 

*  —Be  pleafed.  Madam,  to  (hew  me  the 

*  way  into  the  garden,'  f  moving  to- 
wards the  door.]     '  I  wilt  attend  yod, 

<  though  to  my  fate!— But  too  happy, 

*  be  it  what  it  wiU,  if  I  receive  it  in 

*  yourprefence.    Lead  on,  dear  crea- 

*  tore!"  [putting  his  fword  into  his 
belt]—'  You  (hall  fee  what  I  can  bear 

*  for  yon/  And  he  ftooped  and  took 
up  the  key,  and  offered  it  to  the  lock) 
bat  dropped  it  again,  without  opening 
the  door,  upon  my  eameft  eapoftula- 
lions. 

<  What  can  you  ntean,  Mr.  Love- 

*  ]ace?*-*(aid  I— <  Would  you  thus 
«  txyoCejoMrfel/P  Would  you  thus  es« 

*  poie  mf  P-^Is  this  your  generofity  ? 

*  Is  every -body  to  take  advantage  thus 

<  of  the  w^aknefs  of  mv  temper  V 
And  I  wept.     I  could  net  help  it. 
He  threw  himfeif  upon  his  knees  at 

ny  feet—'  Who  can  bear,*  faid  he, 
[with an  ardour  that  could  not  be  feign, 
ed,  his  own  eyes  gliftening]  *  who  can 

<  bear  to  behold  fuch  fweet  emotion  ? 
>  charmer  of  my  heart,*  [and,  re- 


fpeftfully  ftili  kneclin^.hetook  my  hand 
with  both  his,  preinng  it  to  his  lips] 
'  command  me  fwith  you,  command 

*  mtfrom  youj  in. every  way  I  am  all 
<  implicit  obedience — ^ut  I  appeal  to 

*  all  you  know  of  your  relations  cruel tv 

*  tojmr,  their  determined  malice  againft 

*  jsr,  and  as  determined  favour  to  the 

*  mam  you  tell  me  you  hate;  (and,  oh! 
'  Madam,  if  you  did  not  hate  him,  I 

*  ihould  hardly  think  there  would  be  a 

*  merit  in  your  approbation,  place  it 

*  where  you  would)— I  appeal  to  eve- 
'  ry -thing  you  know,  to  all  you  have 
'  fuffered,  whether  you  have  not  rea- 
'  fon  to  be  apprebenfive  of  that  Wed* 
'  neiday,  which  is  my  terror !— -Whe- 
'  ther  you  can  pofiibfv  have  fuch  ano- 
'  ther  opportunity— Thechariot  ready : 
'  my  iAeoAt  with  impatience  expe^ing 
'  the refiikofy««r«<i4W appointment: 

*  a  man  whoie  will  iball  be  entirely 
'  yonr   will,    imploring  you,    thus, 

*  on  his  knees  imploring  you— to  be 
'  yur  ovm  mij^rijs\  that  is  all  .*  nw 

*  auUl  I  AJft  for  jwr  favour^  but  as 

*  t^  fuil  prorf  I /ball  appear  to  de- 
ifirve  it.    fortiue,  aUianct,  luiob* 


<  jeftiblel— O  my  beloved  creature  T 
preffing  my  hand  once  more  to  bis  Itps, 

*  let  not  fuch  an  opportunity  flip.  ^\>«| 

*  never,    never,   will  have  fuch  ano- 
«  ther.' 

I  bid  him  rife.  He  aroft;  and  I  toUl 
him,  that  were  I  not  thus  unaccount- 
ablyhurried  by  his  ifnp:itience,  Idoubt- 
ed  not  to  convince  him,  that  both  he 
and  T  had  looked  upon  next  Wednefdaf 
with  greater  apprehenfion  than  was  ne- 
ceffary.  I  was  proceeding  to  give  htm 
my  reaibns;  but  he  broke  in  upon  me. 

'  Had  I,  Madam,  but  the  ihadow  of 

*  a  probabilitv  to  hope  whatjroii  hope,  I 

*  would  be  all  obedience  and  religna- 

*  tion.    But  the  licence  is  a^aallygoti 
'  the  parfon  is  provided  ^  the  pedant 

*  Brand  is  the  man.     O  my  deareft 

*  creature,  do  thefe  preparations  meaa 

<  only  a  trial  ?* 

«  You  know  not,  Sir,  were  the  vrorf 

<  tobe  intended,  and  weak  as  you  think 

*  me,  what  a  fpirit  I  have:  you  know 
'  not  what  I  can  do,  and  bow  I  can  re- 

*  iift,  when  I  think  myfclf  meanly  «• 
f  unreafonably  dealt  with:  nor  do  yam 

*  know  what  I  have  already  fu^ered^ 

*  what  I  have  already  borne,  knowiur 

*  to  whofe  unbrothcrly  inftigations  aO 

*  is  to  be  afcribed — * 

«  I  may  expeft  all  things.  Madam,* 
interrupted  he,  <  fi-om  the  noblenefsoif 

*  your  mind.     But  your  fpiriis  may 

*  fail  you— What  may  not  be  appre- 


«  they  will  not,  perhaps,  be  forry  for 

*  fuch  an  effcft  of  their  barbarity. 

*  What    will    fignify    ejcpoftulaiiona 

*  againft  a  ceremony  pcrfoimcd?  Mud 
<  not  all,  the  dreadful  all,  follow,  that 
'  is  torture  to  my  heart  but  to  think 
«  of?  Nobody  to  appeal  to,  of  what 

*  avail  will  your  reiiftancc  be  againft 
'  the  confequences  of  a  rite  witneflcd 
'  to  by  the  impofers  of  itj  and  tho& 

*  your  neareft  relations  ?' 

I  was  fure,  I  laid,  of  procuring  a  de- 
lay at  leaft.  Maay  ways  I  had  to  pro. 
cure  delay.  Nothing  could  be  fo  fatal 
to  us  both,  as  for  me  now  to  be  found 
with  him.  My  apprehenfions  on  this 
ipore,  I  told  him,  grew  too  ftrong  for 
my  heart.  I  fhould  think  very  hardly 
of  him,  if  he  fought  to  detain  me 
longer.  But  his  acquielcence  (hould 
CDgsigc  my  gratitude. 

And  then  looping  io  take  up  the 

key 
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key  to  let  ArtyfeM'  into  the  garden,  be 
ftarted»  and  looked  as  if  he  had  heaixl 
fomebody  near  the  door,  on  the  iniklei 
clapping  his  hand  on  hig  fwoxx). , 

This  frighted  me  To,  that  I  thooght 
I  (bottld  have  funk  down  at  his  feet. 
But  he  inftantly  re-alTured  me:  be 
thought,  he  faid,  he  hs^d  heard  «  rud- 
Fing  againft  the  door;  \>u^ha^  it  been 
fo,  fhe  noife  would  have  been  ftronger. 
It  was  only  the  tSe6i  of  his  apprehen.< 
fion  for  me* 

And  then  taking  up  the  key,  he  pre- 
ibnted  it  tome-—*  If  you  wiu  go,  Ma- 
dam—Yet I  cannoty  cannot  leave 
you  !-*I  muft  enter  the  sarden  with 
you — Forgive  me,  but  I  mufi  enter 
the  garden  wi th  you . ' 

*  And  will  you,  will  you  thus  iii>- 
gcneroiifly,  Mr.  Lovelace,  take  ad- 
vantage of  my  fears  }-^f  my  wi/bes 
to  prevent  mifchief?  I,  vain  fool »  to 
be  concerned  for  every- oncj  nobody 
former 

*  Deareft  creature  !*  interrupted  he, 
folding  my  hand,  as  I  tremblingly  of- 
'  red  to  out  the  key  to  the  lock — *  Let 

M/,  it  you  aviH  go,  open  the  door. 
But  dace  more,  confidcr,  could  you 
poiSbly  obtain  that  delay  which 
Ifeems  to  be  your  only  dependence, 
whether  you  may  not  be  clofer  con- 
fined ?  I  know  they  hare  already  had 
ibat  in  confideration.  Will  you  not, 
in  this  cafe,  be  prevented  from  cor^ 
refponding  either  with  Mifs  Howe, 
or  with  me  >— Who  then  (hall  aflfift 
you  in  your  efcape,  if  efcape  you 
would?—- From  your  chamber- win-<- 
dow  only  permitted  to  view  the  gar- 
den you  muft  not  enter  into,  how  will 
you  wifh  for  the  opportunity  you  now 
nave,  if  your  hatred  to  Soimes  Con- 
tinue !— But,  alas!  that  cannot  conti- 
nue. If  you  go  back,  it  niuft  be 
from  the  impulfes  of  a  yielding 
f  which  you'll  call  a  dutiful)  heart, 
tired  and  teazed  out  of  your  own 
will.'  ,      . 

*  I  have  no  patience,  Sir,  tobethus 
cofiftrained.  Mufl  I  never  be  at  li- 
berty to  follow  my  own  judgment  ? 
Be  the  confequence  what  it  may,  I 
will  not  be  thus  conftrained/  , 
And  then,  freeing  my  hand,  I  again 

offered  tlie  key  to  the  door. 

Down  the  ready  kneeler  dropt  be* 
tween  me  and  that;  '  And  can  yotfj 

<  can  you.  Madam,  once  more  on  my 

<  knees  let  me  aik  you,  look  with  an 


indifFertnt  eye  upon  the  evils  that  may 
foilowf   Provoked  as  I  have  been, 
and  triumphed  over  as  I  (hall  be,  tf 
your  brother  fucceeds,  my  ffww  heart 
(hudders,  at  times,  at  die  thoughts  of 
what  mttfl  happen  ^  and  can  jours  be 
uiieonceroed  >  Let  roc  befeech  yoo, 
deareft  cfeature,  to  confider  all  tbefe 
things ;  and  tofe  not  this  only  op- 
portunity.    My  intelligence—' 
.  «  Never,  Mr.  Lovelace,'  interrupted 
I, «  give  fo  much  credit  to  the  words  of 
a  traitor.     Your  bafe  intelligencer  is 
but  a  fervant.     He  may  pretend  to 
knbw  more  than  be  has  grounds  for, 
in  order  to  earn  the  wages  of  corrup- 
tion.   You  know  not  what  contri- 
vances I  can  find  out.' 
I  was  once  more  offering  the  key  to 
the  lock,  when,  ftartingfrom  his  knees, 
with,  a  voice  of  affri^htment,  loudly    » 
whifpering,  and  as  ii  o\it  of  breath, 
'  Thfjf  are  at  the  door,  my  behi'oed  crea- 

*  txrer  And  taking  the  key  fiom  me, 
he  fluttered  with  it,  as  if  he  would, 
double-lock  it.  And  inftantly  a  voice 
from  within  critd  out,  burfting  agarntl 
the  door,  as  if  to  break  it  open,  the  per- 
fon  repeating  his  vkilcnf  pu flies,  *  Are 

*  you  there? — Come  uf  this  moment!^ 

*  ThU  moment  f^-'Here  tke^  are^Here 

*  they  are  bath  together ! — ^  ourpiftol  this 

<  moment  / — Tour  gun  I  '—Then  another 
puih,  and  another.  He  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment drew  his  fword,  and  clapping  it 
naked  under  his  arm,  took  both  my 
trembling  hands  in  his;  and,  drawing 
me  fwiftTy  after  him,  *  Fly,  fly,  my 
'  charmer!  this  moment  isall  you  have 
*'  for  it  I'  faid  he.-*  Your  brother  l-^ 

*  Your  uncles!— Or  this  Solmes!-*- 

*  They  will  inftantly  burft  the  door. 

*  —Ply,  my  deareft  life!  if  you  would 

*  not  be  more  cruelly  tifed  tnan  ever— 

*  If  you  would  not  fee  two  or  three 

*  murders  committed  at  your  feet,  fly^ 

<  fly,  I  befeech  your 

•  O  Lord!— Help,  help'.'  cried  the 
fool,  all  in  amaze  and  conmHon,  fi-ight- 
ed  beyond  the  power  of  contixmling. 

Now  behmd  me,  now  before  me,  now 
on  this  Mtf  now  on  that,  turned  I  my 
affrigiited  ^ce,  in  the  beaut  momeat} 
e^pe6ting  a  furidui  brodier  here,  armed 
fervants  there,  ai[i  enraged  fifter  firfcam- 
ingf  and  a  father  armed  with  tfirror  xt 
his  conntenance  more  dreadful  than  eveft 
U)e  drawn  fword  which  I  law;  ortbo& 
I  apprehended.  Jranaalaftasbe}  yet 
knew  not  that  I  rn  ^  wf  fws  9A&^ ' 

wiflp 
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vinp  to  mv  feel»  at  tKf  Cvnp  time  that 
they  took  all  power  o£  dimking  from 
l&e^My  fear$,  jHvhicb  probabiy  would 
pot  ha?e'  (uffere4  me  to  know  what 
coarfe  to  tik«,  iiad  I  not  had  -him  to 
urge  and  draw  me  after  him  t  efpecialiy 
3s  I  beheiihtkMB»wliam»mmkeco«ie 
oQt  of  the  doc^>  )^ISW<V  ^'  ^'^  l^Mi  ty«* 
running  «4w  t^  vam  -un^*  thf^  b«ek  to 
the  gvlfa||  b^jMMa^a&dTciiUAg  to 
otbeis,  wRjn  I  fuppoHid-  hi  faw«  aU 
Oioagh  .limirviing  9f  (be.wali  hiudere 
tii  me  (fviiiri^  them  i  and  «(|iofn  I 
imagined  ^'lieiny  brodtcTy  my  lither, 
and  iheir  %v««t4^ 

Thi»  tom  iM>  ^  waa  got  out  «f  fight 
^f  thedoQi^i^  *  vei^  few  minutes:  and 
then,  ahh#gi|f)uite  breathlfiil  bocween 
niooim|ai4.atereKen&oa^  be  put  my 

gj^^  liid  h«Mi^  me  on  ftiU 
faikcSiaHtoife,  fag/gMrtii,  comradi^^ 
*        cryiogt  ^  |ik>^  nQ»  no,' 
.  training  m^neck  to  look 
^^  the  wailtof  the  garden 
L#^]witkin.fi|;ht,  and  till  he 
*"   tolthe  cbariot;  where,  at- 
two  armjf^iirv^nts  of 
bis  oSi^4«^two  <ifJfo^  M/8  On 
borfelockr^  • 

Here  I  mu4  df^fytspA  ow  vehtion  for 
awhile:  ffr  fli>||p  j[;m  C!|Hbe  to  this  fad 
{inod  of  it,  ^sk-fllflfu-^lio^  ^^  me 
is  ihe  faeci  iii^  mJKifatme  and  my 
grief  give  m^  it  Compunction  that  ia 
norepoigfian^igiethirtks,  than  if  I  had 
a  dagger  t4  iai^  fmr^-  ^o  ^^ve  it  to 
reiieS,  that  rSmid  i'o  inconiidcrately 
give  in  to  anlcifKlcrviliw^  which,  had  I 
iiiK>wn  eiilief  4Avfelf  or  him*  or  in  the 
lieaft  coniadBX«d;l»«  Cij^cumfbinces  of  the 
c^c>  I  m^bt^iMl^ftwi^fedr  would  put 
me  into  the  p4wlfl@()^^^^^^<i<)<^i  ^"^ 

out  of  thtt  o€  mmm  tt»fon. 

FoTyMiyghit  Blp^MWf 'l>eliered»  that 
^*  w|p?tlm»tl^M^^<^<ttiIr  to  appre- 
WmfMl^Mif'Ib^eiLthe  point  of  Lofnif 
a  peimrvAft  liitdkco^kiiim  fo  much. 
pauiMi^ jiidj|ra«Ms9<  wottld  Jix>t  iunder* 
hrr,  iOwlbtoy  fsom  rctutoing  ?  Tbati 
he«  «£;f  ^l(pew  It  h^d.promiiV^  to  give 
him  op  fo<  ic«i^if^n(x(bd.un  a&  a  cmiu: 
ditio&^of.recondlhtioB,  ytouid  not  en- 
deavovir  to:  put  it  .out -of  my  power  jIq. 
do  ib?  ln.&0]rc>  that  he*  wlui  had  ait* 
fpUy  forborne. to  fend  for.  my  letter^ 
(ferhe  could  itm  be  watiched*  uaj^dcar) 
kft  he  (hould  find  in  it  a  countermand t 
tomy.a^poittfTiiini^  (asl^mvielf  could 
affCVhciMJU  altbofi^X  pKBbftd  not  hy:« 


the  apprthenfion)  would  want  «  devjoe 
|o  keep  me  with  him  till  the  danger  of 
haYing  our  meeting  difcorerad  might 
throw  me  abiblutely  into  hit  power,  tf 
tlKiid  -my  own  worfie  ufage,  and  the 
mifchleft  which  might  have  caAied* 
(perhaps  in  my  wiry  iigbt)  hid  wf 
friends  a«id  ^niet  ? 

But  if  it  iioi^ld  come  oBt»  that  th* 
pecfims«thtfu£l«  gardeu  was  his  cor* 
niptedtioplement,  employed  tofri^tcm* 
me  away  with  him,  do  you  thinkg  my 
dear,  titat  I  Aalim^t  have  reafon  to  haie 
him  and  myftlf  ftiil  more?  I  hope  hit 
heart  cannit  be  (b  deep  and  fo  vile  a 
^ne^  I  hope  it  cannot !  But  how  cainc  it 
to  pafs,  thai  one  man  could  get  out  at  the 
garden-door,  and  no  more?  How|tfaat 
that  man  kept  aloof,  as  it  were,  ami 
porfiicd  us  not  \  nor  r9n  back  to  sd^mm 
the  houfc  ?  My  fright,  and  my  difbnce, 
would  not  let  me  be  cotain  $  but  itally 
villi  man,  as  I  now  recoiled,  had  theair 
of  Vhat  vile  Jofepb  Leman. 

O  why,  v^y,  rny  dear  friends  !-^B«t 
wlicre£>re  blame  I  them,  when  I  hi4 
argued  myfelf  into  a  hope,  not  impro«* 
bable,  that  even  the  dreadful  trial  I  wan 
to  undergo  fu  Toon,  might  turn  out  bet <* 
ter  than  if  I  hadbeeti  dire6lly  carriecS 
away  from  the  pre  fence  of  my  once  in-» 
dulgent  parents,  who  might  poffiUy  in«  .. 
leno  that  trial  to  be  the  lai  1  fliould  ha9# 
had> 

Would  to  Heaven,  that  I  had  AooA 
it,  however  V  Then  if  I  had  afterwaidn 
done,  wimt  new  I  have  been  pnvail«dl 
upon,  or  perhaps  fgolifhiy  frishtetttd^ 
to  do,  I  ibould  not  have  been  sung  f» 
much  by  inward  reproach  as  now  X  am  s 
and  this  would  have  been  a  great  etil 
av.otdrd. 

You.  know,  my  dear,  that  yotirClji*^ 
riifa^s  mind  was  ever  above  |u(^yiii^ 
h<r  own  failings  by  thoft  of  other s^^ 
Godi  furgive  tbofe  of  my  friends  wk»  . 
haft  dOSk  cruelly  by  me !  But  llKir 
faults  an  their  own,  and  not  mGcute 
f«>r-  mine.  And  mit»e  began  earty :  for 
lificught.ivot  to  have  correfpondetl  wtil» 
bim. 

O.  thiL  vila  encKiacber!  how  my  isu. 
digSMttion,  at  times ,  rifes  at  him  f  Thar 
to  lead  a.ya«ng  creature  (toomudiin*. 
deed  relying  upon  her  own.  ftrength)v 
ffomevil  to  e«ril!.-«Xhis  laitevil,  ai. 
though  the  r#Awllr,  yetyiirtfcoMlcqutno^ 
of  my  %ft<P*«itiy'  prohtbsud  cotvofoon.! 
dgncei  By) father eM^prahibitnl, 
HowAiKb  morepcvfcrLyhadinAed^ 

with 
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Wth  rtgltrd  Mtlitt  eonrefpondenee.  had 
I,  o«ec  for  al)>  when  he  was  forbidden 
to  vifit  me,  and  I  to  receive  his  Ttfits, 
pleaded  the  authority  by  which  I  ought 
to  have  been  boupd,  and  denied  to  write 
ID  bim!— But  I  thought  I  could  pre^ 
ittd,  crJfoPf  aa  1  pkafed.  I  Aippofed 
it  eoncorned  me,  more  than  my  other,  to 
ke  the  atUtrtfs  rf  tbeamarreh  of  unrufy 
'  J^iritS'^And  now  I  nnd  my  preltimp. 
ttoQ  poniflied—Puni filed,  aa  other  (in a 
Creauently  are,  by  iijelf! 

As  to  this  laft  raninefs)  now,  that  it 
is  too  late,  I  plainly  fee  how  I  ought  to 
have  conduced  myfelf.    As  he  knew  I 
had  bat  one  way  of  tranfmitttng  to  him 
the  knowledge  of  what  befel  me  $  as  he 
knew,  that  my  fate  was  upon  a  crilis 
with  my  friends ;  and  that  I  had,  in  my 
ktter  to  him,  referred  the  liberty  of  re- 
vocation ;  I  fhould  not  have  been  foli-  • 
ciroDS  whether  he  had  got  my  letter  or 
not:  when  he  had  come,  and  found  I 
did  not  anfwcr  his  (xgnal,  he  would  pi-e- 
lently  have  refoited  to  t)ie  loofe  bricks, 
ind  there  been  fattsfied  by  the  date  of 
any  letter,  thavit  was  his  own  fault,  that 
ke  had  it  not  bcfoi-e.  But,  g  over  tied  by 
tbefame  pragmatical moti*ves  which  in- 
duced me  to  corrcfpond  with  him  at 
firft,  I  was  again  afraid,  truly,  with  my 
luoliih  and  bufy  prefcience,   and  the 
difappointment  would  have  thrown  him 
into  the  way  of  receiving  frefh  inAilts 
€rom  the  »me  perfoas;  which  might 
kave  made  him  guilty  of  fome  violence 
to  them.     And  fo,  to  lave  him  an  ap^ 
frdf€ndedx2k(^r\t[%,  I  have  ruflied  itoto 
a  re^al  one  myfelf •  And  what  vexet  me 
store,  ta,  that  it  h  plain  to  me  now,  by 
ail  his  behaviour,  that  he  had  at  great 
a  confidence  in  my  weakneft,  at  i  had 
in  my  own  Arength.  And  fo,  in  a  point 
entirely  relative  to  my  honour,  he  has 
triumphed;  for  he  has  not  been  mif- 
taken  in  me,  while  1  have  in  myfelf! 

Tcli  me,  my  dear  Mift  Howe,  tell 
aw  truly;  if  your  unbiased  heart  does 
BDt  defpiie  me?—It  mufti  for  yotir 
miod  and  mine  were  ever  9ne\  and  I 
defpife  myfelf  I -^ And  well  I  may  :  for  ■ 
cocdd  tlie  giddieft  and  moft  inconfide*- 
nte  girl  io  England  have  done  worie 
than  I  (kail  appear  to  have  done  in  the 
eye  of  the  world  ?  Since  my  crime  will 
hie  known  without  the  provocations^ ' 
and  witbottt  the  artifices  of  the  betrayer 
too;  ithtle  it  will  be  a  high  aggrava- 
tion,'that  better  things  were  expeAed- 
htim  me,  than  from  miny  others* 


Von  charge  me  io  mafry  fhefirjftfi 
portuniiy-^  Ah\  my  dear!  another  of  tii 
blelTed  eflfeas  of  my  folly— That*s  al 
much  in  my  power  now  a$»-as  I  ad 
myfelf !— And  can  I  befidet  give  a  (aDc« 
tionimmediatelvtohisdelodingarts?-^ 
Can  I  avoid  being  angry  with  him  fo^ 
tricking  me  thus,  as  I  may  fay,  (and  st  I 
have  called  it  to  him)  out  oi  mjftiff^ 
For  compelling  me  to  take  a  ftep  focoiu 
trary  to  all  my  refolutions,  and  alTar^ 
ances  given  to  you  $  a  (tep-fo  dreadfully 
inconvenient  to  myfelf;  (b  difgracefal 
and  fo  grievous  (as  it  rati  ft  be;  to  niy 
dear  mother,  were  I  (o  be  lefs  regardful 
of  any  other  of  my  family  or  friends— 
You  don't  know,  npr  can  you  imagine, 
my  dear,  how  I  am  mortified! — How 
much  I  am  funk  in  my  own  opinion  I— 
I,  that  was  propofed  for  an  example, 
ti-uly,  to  othei-s  !— .O  that  I  were  agaia 
in  my  father's  houfe,  dealing  down  with 
a  letter  to  you ;  my  heart  beating  with 
expectation  of  finding  out  from  you! 

#  # 
This  is  the  Wednefday  morning  I 
dreaded  fo  much,  that  I  once  thought  d 
it  as  the  day  of  my  doom :  but  of  the 
Monday,  it  is  plain,  I  ought  to  have 
been  moft  apprehenfive.  Had  I  (bid, 
and  had  the  wor(l  I  dreaded  happened, 
my  friends  would  then  have  been  an- 
fwerable  for  tiie  confeouenccs,  if  any 
bad  ones  had  followea— But  now,  i 
have  this  only  coofolation  left  me,  (a 
very  poor  one,  yau'll  fay!)  that  I  hare 
cleared  them  of  b)tme,  and  taken  it  all 
upon  myfelf! 

You  will  not  wpnder  to  (ee  this  nar- 
rative fo  difmally  fcrawied.  It  is  owing 
to  different  pens  and  ink,  all  bad,  and 
written  by  fnatchei  of  time;  my  hand 
trembling  too  with  fatigue  and  grief. 

I  will  not  add  to  the  length  of  it,  by 
the  particulars  of  hit  behaviour  to  me, 
and  of  our  converfation  at  St.  Albania, 
and  fince;  becaufe  thofe  will  aome  in 
courfe  in  the  continqation  of  my  ftoryj 
which  no  doubt  you  will  expe(t  from 
me. 

Only  thus  much  I  will  fav,  that  he  is 
extremely  refpeAful  (even  obfequioufly 
fo)  at  prefent,  though  I  am  (o  much 
diflktistted  with  hin  and  myfelf,  that  he 
has  hitherto  had  no  great  caufe  to  praife 
my  &omp]ai(ance  to  him.  Indeed,  lean 
hardly,  «t  times,  bear  the  (cducer  in  my 
fight. 

The  lodgings  I  am  in  tie  inconve- 
nient* '  I  ihjdl  not  ftay  in  tham  i  fb  it 
fignifiea 
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Bifies  pothiDg  to  tell  you  how  to  di- 
i  to  me  hither.  Aod  where  my  next 
nay  be,  a$  yet  I  know  not. 

He  knows  that  I  anl  Writing  to  you; 
abd  has  offered  to  fend  m  v  letter,  whed 
finifliedy  by  a  fefvant  or  hit^  But  I 
thought  I  could  not  be  too  cautlousi  as 
I  am  now  fituated,  in  having  a  letter  of 
this  importance  conveyed  to  you.  Who 
knows  What  foch  a  ittan  mav  do  ?  So 
very  wicked  a  contriver!  Tne  contri- 
vance, if  a  contrivance,  to  get  nle  away, 
(b  infolcHtly  mean  f— *But  t  hope  it  il 
sot  a  contrivance  neither  I— Yet,  be  that 
as  it  wilK  I  muft  fay,  that  the  bifi  of 
him,  and  of  my  profpefls  with  him,  vt 
bad:  and  jrtt,  having  enrolled  royfelf 
among  the  too- late  repenters,  who  fliall 
pity  ine^ 

Nevertbeleft,  I  will  d^ire  to  hope  for 
a  continued  intereft  in  your  affeftlons, 
[1  (hall  be  miferable  indeed  if  I  may 
Sot !]  and  to  be  remembered  in  your 
daily  prayers.  For  neither  time  nor  «c- 
ddcnt  fhall  ever  make  me  ce^fe  to  be 
ywt  faithful  and  affeBiQHOte 

Clarissa  Harlowb. 
LETTER    L. 
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HONSSir  JOSEPH, 


T  length  your  beloved  younr  lady 
^  jL  has  con  fen  ted  to  free  herfelf  from 
the  cruel  treatment  (he  has  ib  long  borne. 
She  is  to  meet  me  without  the  garden* 
door  at  about  four  o'clock  on  Monday 
afternoon.  I  told  you  (he  had  promifed 
to  do  fo.  She  has  coniirmed  her  pro- 
miie.  Thank  Heaven,  (he  has  confirmed 
her  promift. 

I  (hall  have  a  chariot-andfix  yeadv 
ill  the  by-road  fronting  the  private  path 
to  Harlowe  Paddock ;  a  nd  ftr vei  al  ot  my 
friends  and  fenrants  not  far  off,  armed 
toprote^  b^r,  if  there  be  occalion  :  but 
evcry-one  charged  to  avoid  roifcbief. 
That,  you  know,  has  always  been  my 
principal  care. 

All  my  fear  is,  that  whrn  (he  comes 
to  the  point,  the  ov^r-niccneti  of  her 
|yrinciples  will  make  bcr  waver,  and 
want  to  go  back  ;  although  i6i?r  honour 
i  is  wy  hoQour,  you  know,  and  mtn$  if 
pivrj.  If /he  ibould,  and  iboul4 1  be  un» 
sillc  to  prevail  upon  her,  all  your  paft 


fcrvices  will  avail  nothing,  and  flie  wilt 
be  loA  to  me  for  evert  the  prev  then  ot 
that  curfed  Solmes,  whofe  vile  fUngi- 
aefs  vvill  never  permit  him  to  do  goodt^ 
any  of  the  (ervants  df  the  family. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  your  fidelity,  ho« 
liftft  Tofeph }  t}6r  of  your  zeal  to  ferve 
an  iiijured  gentleman,  and  an  opprelTed 
young  lady.  Yod  fte  bv  theconh^ence 
t  repofe  in  you,  that  I  nave  liot  \  mord 
fSarticularly,  on  this  very  important  oc- 
caiidn,  in  whifch  your  afliftance  ma/ 
crown  the  work:  for,  If  .flie  waver,  a 
little  innocent  codttivance  Will  be  ne« 
ceiTary. 

.  Be  very  mindful,  therefore,  of  th0 
Allowing  direftions :  take-  thepi  inta 
your  heart.  This  will  probably  be  your 
laft  trouble,  lintil  my  beloved  and  I  are 
joined  in  holy  wedlock:  and  then  wd 
will  be  Aire  to  take  care  ofivou.  Yo^ 
know  what  I  have  promifed.  No  man 
ever  reproached  me  for  breaeh  of  word. 

Thefe,  then,  honeft  Jofeph,  are  they  t 

Contrive  to  be  in  the  garden,  in  ^i/** 
guift^  if  pofllble,  and  unfeen  by  your 
youllg  ladv.  If  you  find  the  garden- 
door  unbolted,  you  will  know  that  flie 
and  t  are  together,  although  you  ihould 
notfeehergooutatit.  It  will  belocked, 
but  my  key  fhall  be  on  the  ground  juft 
without  the  door,  that  you  may  open  it 
with  yours,  as  it  may  be  needful. 

If  you  hear  our  voices  parleying,  keep 
at  the  door  till  I  cry  *  Hem,  heih,*  twice! 
but  be  watchful  for  this  fijnial ;  for  I 
muft  not  hem  vervloud,  left  the  fhould 
take  it  for  a  (ienal.   Perhaps,  in  ftrug- 

fling  to  prevail  upon  the  dear  creature^ 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  ftrike  the  ^ 
door  hard  with  my  elbow,  or  bed,  t9 
confirm  you^*Then  you  are  to  make  a 
violent  bur  ft  again  ft  the  door,  as  if  you 
would  break  it  open,  drawing  backward 
and  forwM  the  bolt  in  a  hurry :  then» 
with  another  pufh,  but  with  more  noife 
than  ftrength^  left  the  lock  give  way,  cr^ 
out,  (at  if  you  faw  fqme  of  the  family) 
^  Come  up,  come  up,  inftantlyl'^Here 
«  they  are!  Here  they  are!— HaftenI— 
<  Thisinftantt  baften!*  And  mention 
fwords,  piftols,  guns,  with  as  terrible 
a  voice  as  you  can  cry  out  with.  Then 
iball  I  prevail  upon  her,  no  doubt,  if 
loth  betbre,  to  fly.  If  I  cannot,  I  wilt 
enter  the  garden  with  her,  and  the  houfa 
too,  be  the  confequence  what  it  will. 
But  fo  affiighted,  there  is  no  queftion 
but  (he  will  fly. 

Pp  Whsiv 
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lyhcn  yqyiftkiri'k  us  at"  fuflicicrif  Ji(*- 
taxxcc^  [AncF  I  (halt  raife  x&y  vok6  urg- 
^^  &er  ^iftcr  fli|;ht,  thaf  voii  nUJ 
guefs  at  /ipi/1'  tben  open  tfic  aoor  wifn. 
yottf  key:  but  you  muit  tiwe  Aire  to  gpcti 
It  very  cautioulfyy  left  we  (tioulict  not  be 

t enough  off.    I  woM  riot  have  her* 
w  you  bav9  ac  hand  in  this  m&tter,^ 
out  of  my  great  regard'  to  you. 

When  you  have  opened  the  door*  ^^C 
jaw  key  out  of  the  lock,  amTjput  it  in- 
fourpockctt  then  ftoopln^  for'tnine, 
^t  it  in  the  lock  on  (he  infiJeJ  that  ii 
nay  appear  as  if  the  door  was  opeoeq 
by  Wfcl^  with  a  keyy  which  th>y  wilf 

jui(f  Icit  open  by  us.  . 

.  They>ioici^c6nclude  fhe  is  gone  ofF 
iy  heir  own  confenty  tliat  they  may  not- 
puriue  us :  that  they  «iay  fee  no  hopes' 
^£  teomting  her  back  again.  In  ei-^ 
ther  ca&f  mlfchief  might  happen^  you^ 
,  licnow.  ,      ' 

Butyoo  iktufl?  take  ndtlce^  (hat  ypu 
are  only  taopen.the  door  wkh  yojur  key,, 
in  ciife  none  of  the  family  cdq|c  iKp  to 
imer^ubtuSy  and  before  we  are  quite 
goijc:  for»  rf. they  do,  you'll  find  by 
wnat  folIoVi,  that  you  mult  not  bprn 
4ie  door,  at  all.  Lettliem,  on  breaking. 
it  open,  or  by  gettingover  the  wall,  find 
my  k<y  on  the  ground,  if  they  will. 
^  If  they  do  not  come  to  interrupt  us, 
and  if.you,  by  help  of  your  key,  come 
out,  jfoJiow  us  at  a  diitance^  and,  with 
i}pi»ftad  bands,  and  wild  and  impatient 
gefturts^  flrum^ing  backward  atid  For-, 
ward,  for  tear  you  fliould  come  too  near 
us  j  and  as  if  you  faw  IgnMboiU'  com- 
t^g  toypur  amtbnce)  cry  out  for  help, 
hclp»  and  to  haften.  Then  (kail  we  be 
iboB  at  the  chariot. 

Xcll  the  family,  that  you  faw  me  en- 
ter a  ehariot with  her :  a dozen^or more, 
nien  on. horfeback,  attending  us;  ail 
armed  i  fume  with  bluDderbu^es,  as 
you  bejieve^  and  that  we  ti^ojc  the  (^irhe 
contracy  way  to  thsit  we  ftiall  take. 

you1c«»  hcncft  Jofeph;  how  careful 
I  am,  a»  well  as  you,  to  avwd  mit- 
chief. 

Qbferve  to  keep  at  (ucb  a  didance 
that  (he  may. not  difcover  who  )ou  ai;e. 
'iTake  long  Aridcs,  to  alter  y'bur  gaite } 
and  hold  up  your  head,  hunefl  Jul'cph  j 
and  (Le'll  not  know  it  to  be  you.*  Mens 
airs  and  gaitea  are  as  various  and  aa 
peculiar  as  their  faces.    Pluck  a  (bke 


out  of  one  of  the  hedges;  and  tug  ^t  il| 
though  it  may  come  eafy :  this,  if  dl^' 
turn  backy  wilt  look  terrible,  and  ac- 
count for  your  not  following  us  faSer. 
Then,  retummg  wjth  it,  &ouIdeFed, 
brag  to  the  family  what  you  would  Aave 
done,  could  you  have  overtaken  us^,  ra- 
ther tha^  your  young  lady  Ihould  have* 
been  carried  off  by  fuch  a — And  you 
may  call  me  names,  and  curfe  me.  And 
theie  airs  will  make  vou  look  vatiant'» 
a|>d  in  earaeft.  You  (ee,  honeft  Jo£bph, 
I  am  always  contriving  to  gi^ejou  re- 
putation. No  man  fuffers  by  ferving 
me. 

But,'if  our  parley  ftonld  tail  longer 
than  I  wi(h ;  ai^d  it  any  of  her  firiends 
mifs  her  before  I  cry,  *  Hem,  betn/ 
twice ^  then,  in  order  to  fiive  yourfelf, 
(which  is  a  very  great  point  with  me, 
I!  kiTuw  y,ou)  make  the  famo  nolle  M 
above:  but,  as  I  dire6lcd  before,  open 
not  the  door  with  your  key.  On  the 
contrary,  wi(h  for  a  key  with  all  your 
heart ;  but  for  fear  any  of  them  Ihcwlct 
by  accident  have  a  key  about  them,  keep 
in  reiadiuefs  half  »  doiem  little  gravel - 
ftones,  no  bigg|br  than  peas,  and  throil 
two  or  three^ily  into  the  key-bole  j 
which  will  hinder  thdr  key  from  turn* 
ing  round.  It  is  good,  you  know,  Jo- 
feph, to  provide  agamit  every  accidi^t 
in  luch  an  important  cafe  as  this.  And 
let  this  be  your  cry,  inftead  of  the  other, 
if  any  of  my  enemies  come  in  yotir 
iight,  as  you  feem  to  be  trying  to  burll 
the  door  open,  •  Sir!  Sirf  or,  'Madamf 
«  Madam!  O  Lord,  haften!  O  Lord,. 
•  haften !  Mr,  Lovelace !— Mr.  Love- 
«  lac^!^— And  very  loud— And  tfiat 
ihall  quicken  me  more  than  it  fliall  thofe 
you  call  to. — If  it  be  Betty,  and  only 
Betty,  I  (hall  think  worl^  of  your  art 
of  making  love  %  than  of  your  fidelity, 
if  you  can't  find  a  way  to  amufe  her, 
ano  put  ha*  upon  a  falle  fcent. 

You  muft  tell  them,  that  your  young 
lady  denied  to  run  as  fall  off  with  me, 
as  I  with  her.  Thi»wiM  alio  confirm 
to  them  that  all  purfuit  is  in  vain.  Aa 
end  will  hereby,  be  put  to  So1met>< 
hopes :  and  her  friends,  after  a  while, 
will  be  more  ftudious  to  be  reconciled 
.  to  her,  than  to  get  her  back.  So  you 
will  be  an  happy  inftrument  of  great 
good  to  a!)  rounds  And  thit  wiU  one 
day  be  acknowledged  by  bo^  families. 
Vou  will  then  he  every -otte's  filvourtle^ 
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will  be  proud  to  be  Jikfint4  U>  bPACft 
J(pi«ph  Ionian, 
(f  ^  (bfwU  gweTs  «t  yog,  pr  find  you 

write  a  koo- (or  ypu  U»  «wr  ^»  w>icfc 
occafionally  produced^    will  let   yoii 

fICM  Wftn  Dcr* 

This  one  time  be  diligenty  be  care- 
ful ;  this  will  be  the  crown  of  all :  and 
once  more,  depend  for  a  recom pence  up. 
on  the  honour  ofjomr  affured friend, 

R.  LOVBLACB. 

Yon  need  not  be  fo  rnnch  afraid  of 
going  too  far  with  Betty.  If  ]rou 
ftfuld  make  a  match  with  her,  fkt 
is  a  very  likely  creature,  though  a 
vixen,  as  you  fay.  I  have  an  ad- 
mirable receipt  to  cure  a  termagant 
wife.— Never  fear,  Jofeph,  but 
thou  Ihalt  be  matter  ofthine  hoofe. 
if  flie  be  very  tronblefome,  I  can 
teach  thee  hoar  |»^iMiciier  hnn 
in  a  twelTemoBthj  and  bwujfty 
too;— or  the  precept  would  not  be 
mine. 

I  indofe  a  new  camett  of  my  future 
farour. 


LETTER    LI. 

TO  ROBERT  LOVSLACB»  BS^IBB, 
BIS  HONNBB. 

SVXBAY  MOaVIMOy  Atlll.  9. 
■  OnKtKKD  flB^ 

I  Mutt  confeflc  I  am  infionitely  obii|r. 
ed  to  yonr  honner't  bounty.  But  this 
laft  command !«— It  ftemt  fo  intricket ! 
Lord  be  merciful  to  me,  bow  have  I  been 
led  from  Uttel  fteppi  to  grate  fteppti— 
And  if  I  fliould  be  found  ont!— But 
jQttr  honner  fayt,  you  will  take  me  into 
your  honncr*$  farvife,  and  proteckt  me, 
f  f  at  I  fliould  at  any  time  be  found  out) 
and  raiie  my  wages  beiidet  {  or  fet  me 
IMD  in  a  good  inne ;  which  i«  my  am- 
Vifliion,  And  you  wijl  be  honnerable 
and  kind  to  my  dearett  young  lady, 
<God  lore  her.— But  who  can  be  unkind 
tottie? 

I  wUl  do  the beft  I  am  abtt ,  fince  your 
hoaner  will  be  apt  to  iofe  her,  at  your 
bonner  faya,  if  I  do  not;  and  a  man  ia 
IkiagiewiUiMafttogaiDlier.  But  may- 


make  aul  thii  truwe  neMiul.    If  \^ 
kwfrpsuAdfArwillibp4iPM,J#r« 

J  Urt  your  bonner  ipr  cpotfjraing  te 

eve;nifclii|F(pwril.  J  tba»gh^  ifll  I 
)9w'd  jKoiNT  bpoaer^tbatyou  ^ae  jrer^ 
rairchevous,  and  plew  your  honner f  but 
find  it  to  be  dene  contrary.  Your  hoc « 
ner,  it  is  plane,  means  mighty  well  by 
every -boay,  as  far  at  I  fee.  At  I  am 
fare  I  do  myfelf ;  for  I  am,  althoff  a 
very  plane  man.  and  all  that,  a  very 
bonntft  one,  I  thank,  my  God.  And 
have  good  principelt,  and  have  kept  mv 
TOunglady*t  prefleptt  always  in  minds 
for  Ihe  goes  no-where,  but  (avet  a  foul 
or  two,  more  or  lefs. 

80,  commending  myfeH'toyourhon* 
ner's  further  favour,  not  forgettinr  the 
inne,  when  your  honner  (hailfo  pleale, 
and  a  good  one  otters;  for  plafes  are  no 
inhemtanfes now-a-davt.  And,  I  hope» 
your  honner  will  not  think  me  a  dtttio* 
ief|«Bli8  for  6rt|fl|tTour  honner  aecntt 
my  duty,  as  it  may  look  ^  but  only  aa 
my  con  (hence  clears  me. 

Be  pJeafed,  howibmeaer,  if  it  like 
your  hoaner,  not  to  call  me,  bcnneji 
Jofeph,  and  bomnjl  Jtftfb,  fo  often. 
For,  althoff  I  think  my(elrveryhonneft« 
and  all  that;  yet  I  am  touched  a  little, 
for  fear  I  Should  not  do  the  quite  right 
thing :  and  too-befides,  your  bonner  bat 
fuch  afefle/hious  way  with  you,  as  that 
I  hardly  know  whether  you  are  in  jeft 
or  earneft,  when  your  honner  calls  int 
bonnett  fo  often. 

I  am  a  very  plane  man,  and  feldom 
have  wiit  to  fuch  honourable  gentle* 
men;  fo  you  will  be  ggod  enuf  to  oaft 
by  every-thing,  as  f  haye  often  iaid, 
and  need  not  now  fay  over  again. 

As  to  Mrs.  Betty;  I  tio'te,  indeed, 
flie  looked  aboire  me.  But  (he  comet  on 
▼ery  well,  aatheliTe.  I  could  like  her 
better,  iff  (he  was  better  to  my  young 
lady.  But  ttie  has  too  much  wit  for  £ 
plane  a  man.  Nathelefs,  if  ibe  was  to 
angre  me,  althoff  it  is  a  (hame  to  bete  a 
woman ;  yet  I  colde  make  (hift  to  throe 
my  hat  at  her,  or  fo,  your  honner. 

But  that  fame  refeit,  iff  your  honner 
fo  pleafe,  to  cure  a  (hrowiih  wife.  It 
would  more  encurrege  to  wed,  iff  fd  be 
one  know*d  it  before- hand,  as  one  may 
'  fay.  Solikewife,if  oneknoedoneconld 
bcnniftiy,  as  your  honner  fays,  aud  at  of 
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the  handy-work  of  6od«  in  pne  twelve- 
fnonth.  ,  ■ 

•  But,  I  fhall  grow  Impartlnent to  fuch' 
a  grate  m^n.'^Andbfreafter  may  dp  fot 
{bi&,  as  (he  tumes  out:  for  one  moti^ht 
be  loth  to  pan  with  her,  mayhap,  fo 
^erry  fopn  1003  efpcQIally  if  ihe  was  to 
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m^ke  ^e  notable  lanlady  your  hoBner 
fut  into  my  head. 

Butt  wonce  moer,  beg|;ing  jrour  hon^ 
i>er*8  parden,  and  promifling  all  dilli-r 
gence  and  ezftcknene,Irefte»/oarr  bmB-m 
nir*i  drwHfklptrvtuU  to  commwul, 

JoaBP9  LemaiIv 
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LETTER    I. 

MIt,   LOTELACE,  TO    JOHN   DE^* 
FOID,  SS(^ 

<T.AI.|IAff*S9  MONDAY  MIGHT. 

^^v^»^^  Snatch  a  few  moments 
C  !►  whUe  my  beloved  it  re- 

^  I  iT  tired  [as  I  bope,  to  reft] 
l|  j^  ||  to  perform  my  promife-. 
^^  «^r  No  pvrfuit^— Nor  have  I 
apprehenfions  of  any ; 
diough  I  rouft  make  my  charmer  dread 
that  there  will  be  one. 

i^nd  now»  let  me  teU  thee,  that 'ne- 
wer wai  joy  (b  compleat  as  mine !— -But 
let  me  exvjuife— Is  not  the  an^l  flowii 
riray? 

#        » 

0  NO !  She  if  in  ^he  n^t apartment! 
-—Securely  minje  r— Mine  for  ever  I 

O  extafj !— My  heart  will  byift  my  breaft| 
To  leap  into  her  bofoo)  1 

1  knew  that  the  whole  ftupid  famihr 
<were  in  a  combination  to  do  xny  bufineft 
for  me.  I  told  thee  that  they  were  all 
working  foir  me,  like  fo  many  vnder- 

Sonnd  moles;  and  ftill  nyore  blind  thafi 
e  moles  are  (aid  to  be»  unknowing 
tixat  they  did  fo,    I  myfelf,  the  di- 
'  Mtorof  dieir  principal  motions;  which 
falling  in  with  the  malice  of  their  little 
gleans,  they  took  to  be  all  their  own. 
S9t  didl  fay  mj  joy  yispcrfeft  f«w 


0  no!— It  receives  fomeabatement  from 
my  difgufted  bride.  Foi*  how  can  I  en- 
dure to  think,  that  I  owe  more  to  hcc 
relations  perfecutioos,  than  to  hw  fa-. 
vour  for  me  ?— Or  even,  as  far  as  I 
know,  to  her  preference  of  me  to  ane« 
ther  man  f 

But  let  me  not  indulge  this  thought. 
Were  I  to  do  fo,  it  might  coft  my 
charmer  dear.  Let  me  rejoice,  that 
ihe  has  palTed  the  Rubicon;  that .  Ih^ 
cannot  return;  that,  as  I  have  ordered 
it,  the  flight  will  appear  to  the  impla* 
cables  to  be  altogether  with  her  own 
confent;  and  that  if  I  doubt  her  1ot«, 

1  can  put  her  to  trials  as  mortifying  to 
her  nicenefs,  as  glorious  to  my  pride. 
—For,  let  me  tellthec,  dearly  as  I  love 
her,  if  I  thought  there  was  but  the  Iha- 
dow  of  a  doubt  in  her  mind,  whether 
flie  preferred  nie  to  any  man  living,  I 
^ouid  ftiew  her  no  mercy. 

TUltDAVy   X)A^-DAW1t. 

But,  on  the  wings  of  Jove,  I  fly  to 
my  charmer,  who  perhaps  by  this  time 
is  riiing  to  encourage  the  tardy  dawn. 
I  have  notflept  a  wink  of  the  hour  and 
half  I  lay  down  to  invite  flccp.  It  feems 
to  me,  that  I  am  not  fo  much  body, 
as  to  require  fuch  vulgar  renovation. 

But  why,  as  in  the  chariot,  as  in  the 
Inn,  at  alighting,  all  heart- burfting 
grief,  my  dearcft  creature  >  So  perfe- 
cuted  as  thou  wert  perfecutedl— So 
much  in  danger  of  the  mod  abhorred 
pom|»u]fion  [^Ytt^tSUiunfuJptSidlj 

fincere 
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finene  for  in  efca{Ne  io  criciodl— TaJee 
care— Take  ciirc,  O  beloved  of  ray 
fouil  f^r  jealous  is  diefieart  in  wUca 
l^ve  has  ere^ed  a  {empk  to  tbee. 

YfiU  It  0iuft  ke  alWyred,  that  (^h  a 
fvdden  tranfitioii  tnuft  aiEe£^  her;  muft 
ice  her  over.  When  a  little  more  ufed 
to  her  new  fituationi  when  her  hurriei 
are  at  an  end;  when  (he  fees  how  reli- 
gion Ay  I  (ball  obferve  all  her  injunc- 
tion s;  (he  will  undoiubtedly  have  the 
gratitude  to  diftinguiih  between  the 
confinement  ihe  has  e(caped  froni^  ana 
the  liberty  (he  hasreafon  to  rejoice  in. 

Sh%  comes!  ihe  comes!— And  the  fun 
is  juft  rifine  to  attend  her!— Adieu!— 
Be  half  at  happy  ^s  I  ^m>  (for  all  dif- 
fidences, like  nielit-fogs  before  the 
fun,  difperfe  at  her  approach)  and, 
next  mylUf»  thou  wilt  be  the  happieft 
nan  in  the  world. 


LETTER    II. 

MISS  C'I«A^USAHA&LOW£»TjOMIS3 
HOWi:. 

WtPIVlSDAT,  A?S|X.  J%. 

I  Will  piirfue  my  melancholy  ftory. 
Being  thus  hurried  to  the  cbaiiot. 
It  would  have  bisen  to  no  piirpofc  to 
have  refuicd  entering  into  it,  had  be 
not  in  my  fright  bitcd  jne  in,  as  he  did; 
^nd  it  inftantiy  drove  3way  a  full  gal- 
lop, and  (lopped  not  uH  it  brought  us 
to  St.  Albaa'si  which  waa  juft  as  th^ 
day  (hiit  in.         • 

I  thought  I  ikould  have  fainted  ftf 
vcral  times  by  tbe  way.  With  vplift» 
ed  hands  andeyes^  *  God  vcovt^t  oie  !** 
faid  T  often  to  myfelf— *  tan  it  be  I^ 
.«  that  am  here!'— My  eyts  running 
ever,  and  my  heart  ready  to  burit  wiU) 
3)ghs  as  involuntary  as  my  flight. 

How  different,  how  inexpreffibly 
different,  the  gay  wr«tchj  viiibly  tri- 
umphing (as  I  could  not  but  QonAroe 
ii:sa1moft  rapturous  ioy)  in  thefuccei^ 
of  hia  arts!  Bnt  overnowing  with  com- 
plimental  flouriCbcs^  vet  rtfpt^fv^iif 
4iilant  his  addrefs,  ail  the  way  wt 
ds'wi  for  that  rather  than  ^aUoping^ 
was  the  motion  of  the  boriesj  which 
took»  as  i  believe,  a  roupd-aboutw^yi 
to  prevent  being  traced. 

I  have  reafon  to  tJitinky  tjjere  iver9 
other  horfemen  at  hit  devatiun>j  thrc( 
or  four  different  perfi;>ns,  above  thp 
rank  oiknvkXSt  gailo^ing>y  vtiiow- 


aod-thfiii  on  each  iide  of  die  clntri(>»s 
but  he  took  no  notice  of  themj  an^  I 
ha4  teojnoch  gtief*  miogted  y^ith  in- 
dignation, natwithftandipgall  bisbltp- 
cfrl^enHf  to^lk  anv  quSftions  ^^n€ 
them,  or  any -thing  elfe. 

Thinky  my  dear,  what  were  my 
thoughts  on  alighting  from  the  cha- 
riot j  having  no  attendant  of  my  own 
fex)  no  cloaths  but  what  I  had  on,  and 
thol^littlp  fuifed  for  fuch  a  journey  as 
I  h^  alresufy  taken,  and  was  /till  to 
take:  neither  hood  nor  hat,  nor  any. 
I^ing  but  a  handkerchief  about  my 
neck  and  (boulders.  Fatigued  t* 
death:  my  mind  dill  more  fatigued 
than  my  body ^  and  in  fbch  t  fokm  the 
horfes,  thstt  cvery»one  m  the  iim  we 
pat  up  at.guelTcd  [They  coold  not  do 
otherwife]  that  I  was  a  young  giddy 
creature,  who  had  run  away  from  her 
friends.  This  it  was  eafy  to  ice,  by 
their  whifpering  and  gepings  move  of 
the  people  of  the  houte  alfo  coming  in 
by  turns,  than  wore  ucufuj  for  the 
attendance. 

The  miilrefs  of  the  botUiv  ^Mthooi  be 
fent  in  to  me,  ihewed  me  ^notherapart- 
'  ment,  and,  ieeine  me  ready  to  tuuu 
brought  me  hartmorp  an4  water;  and 
then,  upon  my  deiiring  to  be  Jeft  alone 
for  hair  an  hour,  retired :  /or  libuml 
iby  heart  ready  to  burft,  oa  revplvipK 
cvery-thing  in  my  thougbte.  And 
the  moment  flie  was  gpfte*  faAeniiw 
the  door,  I  threw  myMlf  imo  an  oM 

treat  chair,  and  gave  way  to 3  Tioieot 
ood  of  ttarts  which  91  little  relieved 
me. 

Mr.  Lovelace,  foo&er  than  ]  wtlliedL  - 
fent  up  the  gentlewoman,  who  prtflsd 
tee,  in  his  name',  to  admit  my  brother, 
or  to  come  down  to  him:  for  he  had 
.told  her  I  was  his  (iiler)  an4  that  he 
ha4  brought  mc«  a^^inft  my  will,  and 
without  warning,  from  a  fricnd^s 
houfe^  where  I  had  been  a}l  the  winter^ 
in  order  to  prevent  my  marryin|^ 
agatnft  the  coofent  of  my  friends  1  to 
wboTn  ht.  was  Qoyr  .€pi>diiftip|^  pe; 
9Jid  that,  having  ^wen  me  no  timefo 
» travelling.rfre&l  WAS  g^aily  offend* 
edathitn. 

So,  my  is^Tpjow  bwk^  yopr  opc«- 
Jiearted  fcif nd,  ^mas  tWced  tp  co«iit»«^ 
nan^e  this  mle;^  whicli  ii|dcedfiu((4mi 
the  t>euer,  becaufe  I  v9/$  imabie  for 
Jom^  time  io  t^,  iyiak,  gr  \o9k  mm 
an4  fy  my.  4e^ej£)kiop,  jukL  |p-ief,  Mfv 
Glracc,   Qkkl^  very  ^d)  fiAhffomi 

the 
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f  Ac  MMtcifWIijAl  Alid  her  tvkct  wh<xit- 
teiNM  me,  as  a  At  of  fttlknmfo. 

Tbe  nmm  I  ^«m  f«  btt«|;  a  bed- 
chttiAiar,  I  4b^  to  ^  Ai«m,  sv  hia 
repeated  mdkge^  ttrfenrfecl  b/  the  irfif- 
tnk  <»f  tbe  h<MM'e>  to  tHet  in  wluch  he 
«ra9.     He  appHMcbed  me  «ntb  great 

I  idpeift,  yet  not  exceedmir  a  bvocberiy 
ItoriienefS)  where  a  bft^Mr  t5  politej 
aikt,  ealltiif  fOe  Ik  dcareftftfter,  aOced 
^ter  the  ^te  of  aAy  mind;  and  hoped 
i  liouMF  fomVe  Mnr;  for  netlfr  bfotber 
Ittif  lb  n^lf loved  »  ftiler»  ae  be  me. 

A wMteb !  Moi^  iMtwrally  did  bofbll 
into  the  cbaraaen  aitboagb  I  Wfli  fo 
livoiolftof  Aiite! 

ti«tbiiffciii|r  creattiree  bare  fdme 
comfort  hn  the  ftiofiftefs  of  tfteir  views; 
ii»  tbetr  tmapprehcnfiveficA;  and  thav 
ibey  peocfrafe  not  beyond  the  prefent 
momeat:  in  ftort  that  they  af'i  un- 
tbinlti«|g!«»^B«ff,  for  a  perfon  of  my 
tbQii|btfu>  diJjfN3liirion>  who  baa  been 
aceaSoaie<lto  look  forward^  at  well  ttf 
the  ^ffible,  as  to  the  probable,  wbttc 
comforf  can  J  have  in  my  reflexions  ? 
But  let  itte  gWe  yov  the  particular* 
of  oof  c(Mrrey(atioA  a  \\U)t  before  and 
after  ocrT  ftftperttme,  joining  both  in 
one. 

When  we  were  i\cint,  Ke  befotight 
me  (I  cannot  fay  btrt'^th  all  the  to- 
kens of  ft  paffionate  ami  roipeXful  ten- 
derftefs)  to  be  better  reconciled  to  my- 

;  Sdf  ami  to  Ittm:  he  repeated  all  tbo 
tcm$  of  honour  and  inviolable  affec- 

I   tai  that  be  ever  made  me :  he  promifed 

[  te  be  wholly  governed  by  me  in  every 
fbtnre  flep.     He  a  Iked  me  to  give  him 

'   leave  to  propofe,  whether  I  chofe  to  fet 
Ml^'iiext  day  to  either  of  his  aunts }  , 
I  ant  filent.    J  knew  not  what  to 

'  hj.  Hot  what  t6  do. 

I       Whether  t  chofe  to  have  private 

i  lodgings  procured  for  me,  in  either  of 

I  Aofe  Udies  neigbbonrhoodi  a$  were 

[  oAremy  thooghts? 
I  was  ftill  ftlent. 

'Whether  1  chofe  to  go  to  either  of 
Lord  M/s  feats;   that  of  Berks,  or 

:  jhM  to  the  county  we  were  in  f 

In  lodgings,  I  faid,  any-where, 
where  be  was  not  to  be. 

He  had  pr^miftd  this^  he  owned  \  and 
be  would  religronflv  keep  to  ht$  word, 
asiftMi  as  he  found 'all  danger  of  pur- 
Movvr;  aend  that  I  was  fettled  to  my 
ftM.  Btit,  if  the  place  were  indif- 
UlTiBt  to  me,  London  was. the  fafeft,* 
M'tbe  fliofi  privates  and  his  relation* 


ikoiild  lllvifit  methetVi  tb€  moment  t 
thonght  fit  to  admit  them.  His  <;otilin 
Charlotte  particularly,  ibouki  »iTcnd 
me,  as  my  compdKion,  if  I  wbtrtd  ac- 
cept of  her,  as  foon  as  the  was  able  to. 
go  abroad.  M^l*  time,  won  Id  T  go  t» 
Lady  Betty  Lawrance*s,  (Ladf  Sarab 
was  a  mehncboly  woman>)  I  ibould 
be  the  moft  welcome  gueft  flie  ever  re- 
ceived. 

I  told  him,  I  wiflied  not  to  go  (im- 
mediately, however,  aih!  ifn  the  frame  I 
WM  in,  and  likely  not  to  be  out  oO  to' 
any  of  bis  retationst  that  my  lepnta- 
tion  was  concerned,  to  have  bim  ab- 
Iknt  from  me;  that,  if  I  were  \n  fome 
privaiie  lodging,  the  meaner  the  lefs  to 
be  fufpefted,  (as  it  vi^ould  be  known, 
that  I  went  away  by  his  means;  and  he 
would  be  fuppoted  to  have  provided  me 
handfome  accommodations)  it  would 
be  moft  fiirtable  both  to  my  mind  and 
to  nyy  fituation.  That  thi>  might  he 
beil:,  1  ftouldthink,  in  the  country  for 
m€\  in  town  9ov  bim.  And  no  matter 
how  foon  he  wae  known  to  be  there. 

If  he  might  deliver  his  opinion,  he 
fhid,  it' was,  that  (ince  I  declined  go-  ^ 
ing  to  any  of  his  relations,  London 
was  the  only  place  rn  the  world  to  be 
private  in.  Every  new  comer  in  a- 
cmmtry-town  or  village  excited  a  cu- 
rToTiiy:  a  perfon  of  my  figure  [And 
many  compliments  he  made  me]  would 
excite  more.  Even  meifagcs  and  let- 
tert,  where  none  ufed  to  be  brought, 
would  occafion  enquiry.  He  had  not 
povided  a  lodging  any -where,  rup{H>r- 
ing  I  would  chufe  to  go  either  to  Lon- 
don, where  accommodations  of  that 
fort  might  be  fixed  upon  in  an  hoiir't* 
time,  or  to  Lady  Betty^s;  or  to  Lord 
M.'s  Hertfordfliire  feat,  vvhere  vwasthe- 
bonfekeeper,  an  excellent  woman,  Mrs.  . 
Greine,  fuch  another  as  my  Norton. 

To  be  fure,  I  faid,  if  I  were  purfued, 
it  would  be  in  their  firft  piiiTion;  and 
fome  one  of  ^tV  relations  houltrs  would 
be  the  place  they  would  expect  to  find 
roe  at— I  knew  not  what  to  do. 

My  pleafure  fbould  determine  him, 
he  faid,  be  it  what  it  would.  Only  that 
I  were  fafe,  was  all  he  was  folicitOus 
about.  He  had  lodgings  in  town;  but 
he  did  not  offer  to  propofe  them.  He 
knew,  1  would  have  more  objeAions  to 
go  to  then),  than  I  could* have  to  go  to 
Lord  M.*s,  or  to  Lady  Betty's. 

'  No  doubt  of  k,'  I  replied  with  fuch 
an  indignation  in  my  manner,  a«  m&de 

him 
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tiim  run  over  witii  profeiHons^  that  h6 
was  far  from  propoungtheiQi  or  w»(h- 
ing  for  my  acceptance  of  them.  And 
again  he  repeated »  T^at  nay  honour 
>  Hmd  iafetv  were  all  he  was  felicitous 
about;  TiiTuring  me,  that  my  will  diould 
be  a  law  to  him  in  every  particular. 
-  I  was  too  peevifh,  and  too  much  af- 
fii^ed,  and  indeed  too  much  incenfed 
againil  him,  to  take  well  any-thing  he 
laid. 

I  thought  myfelf,  I  faid,  extremely 
unhappy;  I  knew  not  what  to  determine 
vpon:  my  reputation  now,  no  doubt» 
utterly  ruined.  Dtftitute  of  cloatbsj 
'  unfit  to  be  (^n  by  ^ny«body:  my  very 
indigence,  as  I  might  call  it,  pro^ 
claiming  my  folly  toevery-one  who  faw 
me;  who  would  luppofe  that  I  had  been 
taken  at  advantage,  or  had  given  an 
undue  one;  and  had  no  ))ower  over 
cither  my  will  or  my  actions.  That  I 
could  not  but  think  I  had  been  dealt 
artfully  with  i— that  he  had  leemed  to 
have  taken,  what  he  might  fuppofe, 
the  juft  noeafure  of  my  weaknefs,  found- 
,ed  on  my  youth  and  inexperience :  that 
I  could  not  forgive  myfelf  for  meeting 
him;  that  my  bean  bled  for  the  dif- 
trefles  of  my  father  and  mother,  on 
tliis  occaiion;  that  I  would  give  the 
world,  and  all  my  hopes  in  it,  to  have 
been  ftill  in  my  father's  houie,  what- 
ever  had  been  my  ufage;  that,  let  him 
proteft  and  vow  what  he  would,  I  faw 
fomething  low  and  feliilb  in  his  love, 
that  he  could  ftudy  to  put  a  young 
creature  upon  making  fuch  a  fucrifice 
of  her  duty  and  conlcience;  when  a 
perfon,  a^uated  by  a  generous  love, 
mud  feek  to  oblige  the  object  of  it,  in 
cvery-thing  clTcntial  to  her  honour, 
•  ind  to  her  peace  of  mind. 

He  was  very  attentive  to  all  I  faid; 
never  oiFering  to  interrupt  me  once. 
His  anfwer  to  every  article,  almoft  me- 
thodically, (hewed  his  memory.' 

What  I  had  faid,  be  told  me,  had 
made  him  very  grave;  and  he  wouid' 
anfwer  accordingly. 

He  was  gi  ierved  at  his  heart,  to  find 
that  he  had  Co  little  iliare  in  my  favour 
or  confidence. 

As  to  my  reputatiort'y  (he  muft  be 
very  iincere  with  me)  that  could  not 
fttffer  half,  fo  much  by  the  ftep  I  fo 

«eatly  regretted  to  have  taken,  as  by 
e  confinement,  and  equally  foolijh 
and  unjuft  treatment,  I  bad  met  with 


hfSm  mv  relations;  that  every  mori^ 
was  full  of  blame  of  them^  of  my  bro- 
ther ^nd  toer  particularly ;  and  of  won- 
der at  my  p^ience;  that  be  muft  re* 
peat  what  he  had  written  to  me  he  be- 
lieved more  than  once,  that  cny  friends 
themfelvea  expeaed,  that  I  ihould  take 
a  proper  opportunity  to  free  myfelr 
ffom  thdr  perfecationai  why  elfc  did 
th^  cohiine  me  >  That  my  exahed  cha- 
racter, aahe  called  it,  would  ftill  bear 
me  out,  with  thofe  Who  knew  asf;  who 
knew  my  brotber^s  and  >^«-V  motives; 
and  who  knew-  the  wretch  they  were  for 
cinnipelling  me  to  have. 

With  regard  to  ehaibs\  who^  at 
^natters  were  circUhiftanced,  could  ex- 
pefith^  I  ihould  be  able  to  bring  awa^ 
any  others  than  thofe  I  had  on  at  tat 
time?  For  prefentuHi  or  wear,  all  the 
ladies  of  his  family  would  tabeapride 
to  fupply  me:  for/n/ur/,  the  prod a& 
0^  thebeft  looms,  not  only  inEn^land^ 
but  throughout  the  world,  were  at  my 
command. 

If  I  wanted  moneyt  as  no  doubt  1 
muft,  he  ihould  be  proud  to  fupply  me: 
would  to  Heaven,  he  might  prefume  to 
hope,  there  were  byt  one  intereft  .bc« 
tween  us! 

And  then  he  would  fain  have  had.fne 
to  accept  of  a  Bank  note  of  ap  huD* 
dred  pounds;  which,  unawares  to  me» 
he  put  into  my  hand  x  but  which,  joii 
may  be  fure,  I  refufcd  with  warmm. 

He  was  inexpreifibly  grieved  aniL 
furprized,  he  faid,  to  bear  me  (ay  hg 
hao  a6^ed  artfuUjf  by  me.     He  came 
provided,   accordmg  to  my  conformtA 
appointment,  [A  wretch  to  upbraid m^ 
thus/]  to  redeem  me  from  myperfecQ-. 
tors;  and  little  expefted  a  change  of 
fentiment,  and  that  he  (hould  have  ibi 
much  difficulty  to  prevail  tipon  me,  as 
he  had  met  with:  that  perhaps  I  mighc 
think  his  offer  to  go  into  the  gardHi. 
ivitb  me,  and  to  face  my  afTembled  re-^ . 
lations,  was  a  piece  of  art  onhi  but  ; 
that  if  I  did,  I  wronged  him:  Unce  ta ' 
this  hour,  feeing  my  exceflive  unea£<» 
nefs,  he  wifhed  with  all  his  foul  hebaj^  , 
been  permitted  to  accompany  me  in.  lK;i 
was  always  his  maximto  brave  a  tfarea-^  i 
tened    danger.      Thiirateners,   wherOja 
they  have  an  opportunity  to  put  in  fol 
their  threats,  were  feldom  to  be  fear 
But  hid  he  been  affured  of  a  priv 
ftab,  or  of  as  many  death's  wounda  J 
there  weie  pcrfon^  in  my  family,  (c 
defpc 
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ddpente  as  he  fliould  have  been  by  my 
ictum)  he  would  have  attended  me  in- 
to the  houfe. 

So,  my  dear,  what  I  haye  to  do,  it 
to  hold  myfeif  inezcufable  for  meet- 
ing fuch  a  determined  and  audacious 
fpirit;  that's  all!  I  have  hard  J  v  any 
queftton  now,  but  that  he  would  have 
contrived  fome  wicked  ftratagem  or 
other  to  have  got  me  away,  had  I  met 
him  at  a  midnight  hour,  as  once  or 
twice  I  had  thoughts  to  do;  and  that 
vould  have  been  more  terrible  ftill. 

He  concluded  this  part  of  his  talk, 
with  faying.  That  he  doubted  not,  but 
that  had  he  attended  me  in,  he  fiiould 
have  come  off  in  every-one^s  opinion 
Ibwell,  that  he  Ihould  have  had  gene- 
nl  leave  to  renew  his  vifits. 

He  went  on-*>-He  muft  be  Co  bold  as 
to  teH  me,  that  he  fliould  have  paid  a 
vifitof  this  kind  (but  indeed  accom- 

Cnied  by  feveral  of  his  trufty  friends) 
d  I  mf  ihet  him;  and  that  very  after- 
Boon  too;  for  he  could  not  tamely  let 
the  dreadful  Wednefday  come,  without 
making  feme  effort  to  change  their  dc 
terminations. 

What,  my  dear,  was  to  be  done  with 
focha  man! 

That  therefore  fdr  my  fake,  as  well 
as  for  his  own,  he  had  reafon  to  wi(h 
that  a  difeaie  fo  defpcrate  had  been  at- 
tempted to  be  overcome  by  as  defperate 

•  remedy.     '  We  all  know,'  faid  he, 
'  that  great  ends  are  fometimes  brought 

•  about  ,by  the  very  means  by  which 

•  thqr  are  endeavoured  to  be  fruftrated  / 
'  My  prefent  (ituation,  I  am  fure,* 

ihoi^bt  I,  *  aiTords  a  fad  evidence  of 

•  ^s  truth!* 

I  was  filent  all  this  time.  My  blame 
was  indeed  turned  inward.  Sometimes, 
too,  I  was  half -'frighted  at  his  auda- 
ckmfnefst  at  others,  had  the  lefs  incli- 
aatioD  to  interrupt  him,  being  eacef-  . 
ifiely  fatigued,  and  my  fpirits  funk  to 
Mthing,  with  the  view  even  of  the 
beft  profpefts  with  fuch  a  man. 

Tbts  gave  him  opportunity  to  pro- 
<mds  asM  that  he  did^  a0uming  a  ftill 
itoM*  ikrious  air. 

,   As  to  what  further  remained  for  him 
*bf9  lA  anfwer  to  what  I  bad  faid,  he 
p^  I  would  pardon  him  $  but,  upon 
v  finsi*  he  was  concerned,  infinitely 
Hsemcd,  he  repeated,    (his  colour 
I  Itto  voice  riiing}  that  it  was  necif- 
I  for  liim  to  obferve,  how  much  I 
rather  to  have  run  the  rif<)ue  of 
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being  Solmes's  wife,  than  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  reward  a  man  who,  I  muft 
forgive  him,  had  been  as  much  infult- 
ed  on  my  account,  as  /  had  been  on 
i&f/— ^who  had  watched  my  commands, 

<  And   (pardon  me.   Madam)   every 

*  changeable  motion  of  your  pen,  all 

*  hours,  in  all  weathers,  and  with  a 
'  cheat fulnefs and  ardour,  thatnothing 
'  but  the  moft  faithful  and  obfequious 

*  paflion  could  infpire.' 

I  now,  my  dear,  began  to  revive  in- 
to a  little' more  warmth  of  attention. 

*  And  all,  Madam,  for  what?'-« 
How  I  ftared  \  for  he  ftopt  then  a  mo- 
ment  or  two—*  Only^*  went  he  on, « to 

prevail  upon  you  to  free  yourfelf 
from  ungenerous  and  bafe  oppref- 
fion— .' 

*  Sir,  Sir!'  indignantly  faid  I. 

*  Hear  me  but  out,  deareft  Madam! 
—My  heart  is  full— I  muft  fpeaic 
what  I  have  to  fay— To  be  told  (for 
your  w^rds  are  yet  in  my  ears,  and  at 
my  heart!)  that  you  would  give  the 
world,  and  all  your  hopes  in  it,  to 
have  been  ftill  in  your  cruel  and 
gloomy  father's  houic— * 

'  Not  a  word.  Sir,  againftmyfatherl 
—I  will  not  bear  that.' 

*  m}ate*ver  bad  been  your  ufaget'^ 
and  you  have  a  credulity,  Madam^ 
ajgainft  all  probability,  if  you  be- 
lieve you  (hould  have  avoided  being 
Solmes's  wife.  That  I  have  put 
you  upon  facrificing  your  duty  ani 
confcience^^Y ct,  dcarcft  creature!  fee 
you  not  the  contradiflion  tKat  your 
warmth  of  temper  has  furprized  you 
into,  when  the  reluctance  you  fhewed 
to  the  laft  to  leave  your  perfecutors, 
has  cleared  yourconfcience  from  the 
Icaft  reproach  of  this  fort  ?' 

*  O  Sir!  Sir!   are  you   fo  critical 
then?  Are  you  fo  light  in  your  an- 
ger, as  to  dwell  upon  words  ?* 
Indeed,  my  dear,  I  have  fmce  thought, 

that  his  anger  was  notowing  to  that  fuii; 
den  impetus,  which  cannot  beeafiiy  bri- 
dled; but  rather  was  a  fort  of  manage- 
able anger,  letloofe  to  intimidate  me, 

*  Forgive  me,  Madaqi — I  have  juft 
'  done— Have  I  not,  in  your  own  opi- 

*  nion,  hazarded  my  life  to  redeem  you 

*  from  oppreflion  ?— Yet  is  not  my  le- 

*  ward,   after  all,  precarious?— For, 

*  Madam,  have  you  not  conditioned^ 

<  ivitb  me,  (and,  hard  as  the  condition 

*  is>  mofi  faeredly  -will  I  ob/erve  if) 

<  ibat  all  my  hope  muft  be  remote  ?  That 

Qjl  *  you 
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*■  you  lie  drterminttl  to  have  it  in  yoor 
'  power  t8  favour  or  njf^i  me  ioudij, 

*  as  you  pleafe?' 

See,  mydeprl  in  crery  rc^€t  my 
cooditioD  changed  for  the  vorrel  Is  »C 
Id  myfo*wer  to  take  your  advice,  if  I 
^ould  think  it  ever  Co  riffht  to  take  it  *} 

<  And  have  you  not  turthermore  de* 
'  clared/  proceeded  he,  ^tbatyouwU 

*  i9gagi  to  renouace  wu  for  rviTf  if 

*  your  friendi  infifi  itpoa  that  cnul  n* 

*  MBMcialioM,  as  ike  Urms  of  being  r/- 

*  couciledto you? 

.    ^  But  neverthelefs,  Madani,  all  the 

*  merit  of  bavins  faved  vou  from  an 

<  odious  conipulnoo,  Ihafl  be  mine.  I 
**  S^^^'y  ^^  i^f  though  I  were  to  loie  you 
f  for  ever.— if/  I  fee  I  amhtutoo  iUeij 

<  to  do,  from  your  prefent  difpleafurei 

*  and  e(peciaily,  if  jour  friends  i^ftf 

*  u^n  the  terms  you  ars  ratdy  to  com* 

*  That  you  arc  ygur  aism  fm/trtfs^ 
*i«r^  means,  is,  I  repeat,  my 


«  boaft.  As  fucb,  I  humbly  implore 
5  your  favour-^And  that  onfy  u^n  the 
f  conditions  I  bofve  yieided  to  hope  for 

*  it. — As  i  do  now  thus  bambfy'  [the 
proud   wretch  falling  on  one  knee] 

*  your  forgivenefs,  for  fb  long  detain* 
f  )ng  your  ear,  and  for  all  the  plain- 

*  deulmg  that  my  undefigning  heart 
^  would  not  be  denied  to  utter  by  my 

*  lips.' 

«  O  Sir,  pray  rife!— Let  the  obliged 
0  kneel,  if  one  of  us  muSt  kneel  !^« 

<  But  nevertheiefs,  proceed  not  in  this 
f  ftiaio,  I  hefeeih  you.     Yott  have  had 

*  a  gie;it  deal  of  trouble  about  mc:  but 
«  had  you  let  me  know  in  time,  that 

<  you  expelled  to  be  rewarded  for  it  at 

<  the  price  of  my  duty,  I  ihould  have 
«  fpaitrd  you  much  of  it. 

•  Far  be  it  from  me,  Sir.  to  depre- 

*  ciate  merit  fo^  extraordinary.  But 
^  let  me  fay,  that  had  it  uot  been  for 
^  the.  forbidden  correfpondence  I  was 

teazed  by  you  intoj  and  which  I  had 


are  we  recriminating.  No  i 
(hall  you  need  to  tell  meof  yoitr,^ 
firings,  and  your  mgritil'^jwT  nH 
hours,  and  aU  nveatbers!  for  I  wilt 
bear  them  in  memory  at  long  as  I 
live;  and  if  it  bt  imipoffibie  tat  me 
to  rrward  them,  be  ever  ready  \m 
$*wn  the  obligation.  All  tbat  I  ds- 
fire  of  you  now,  is,  to  leave  it  t^ 
myfelf  to  feek  for  fome  private  abodes 
to  take  the  chariot  with  yon  to  Lott* 
do«,  or  elfewhcre.    And*  if  I  kivv 

*  CUrifla  has  been  cenfured  as  behaviag  to  Mr.  Lovelace^  in  tbe|r  firft  conveiistwi  at 
St.  Alban's,  and  afterwards,  with  too  much  referve,  and  even  with  bau^tine^  Soifly 
thxSft,  who  have  thought  her  to  blame  on  this  accouat,  have  not  paid  a  doe  attestioa  ta 
the  Aory.  How  early,  as  above,  and  in  what  immediately  follows,  does  be  lemiod  her  ti 
the  terms  of  di fiance  whieh  fhe  prefcribed  to  him,  before  the  wts  m  his  power,  ce  hofa  m 
Uemt  the  Jeer  open  fvrM  rtcweilimim  mkb  her  fnendi^  whidi  her  bear!  was  fet  upoar  Aaf 
how  artfully  docs  he  (uaraquind)  piomlfe  to  oUenrt  the  coadkioaa  which  Ae  in  hcv  ft^ 
itnt  circumftancet  aad  fituattoa  (in  puiiuance  of  Mils  Howe's  aMoe)  woaM  ftlally  biisi 
difpeefed  with  ^— To  fay  nothing  of  theidentmeBt  which  ibs  eat  mi4ar  a  mctfity  a»  ftaai 
»t  thn  manner  of  his  gftong  her  away,  in  order  |o  jaAify  to  him  fhe/morkf  ^fimtrfim 

^*  V.  iMf  aim  wi 


pot  continued  (every  letter,  iormnf 
letters,  intended  to  be  the  JaU)  but 
becauie  I  thought  youafuffeierfroa 
my  friends}  I  had  not  been  either 
confined  or  ill- treated i  nor  would 
my  brother's  low -meant  violence  ban 
bad  a  foundation  to  work  upon, 

*  I  am  far  from  thinking  my  ok 
would  have  been  fi>  very  deiper»te  st 
you  imagine*  had  I  ftaid.  My^ 
ther  loy^  roe  in  bis  heart:  he  would 
not  fee  me  before^  and  I  wanted  oofy 
X.O  fee  him,  and  to  be  heardi  aad  i 
diuy  of  bisjkntenci  was  the  ieift 
thing  I  expcaed  from  the  trial  I  vai 
to  ftand. 

*  You  are  boafiing  of  your  merits, 
Sir:  let  merit  be  your  boaft  i  noduof 
elfe  can  attrad  me.  Ifferfmal  coo- 
fideratioQS  had  principal  weight  with 
ooue,  either  in  Solme$*s disfavour,  oria 
your  favour,  I  fliould  decile  mgfi^: 
if  you  value  yourtelf  upon  them,  ia 
nreference  to  the  perjm  of  the  poor 
Solmes,  I  iball  defpiiejmiy 

*  You  may  glory  in  your  UnM 
merits  in  getting  me  awayt  but  the 
caufe  of  jwitr  glory,  I  tell  yoaplaia« 
ly*  i*  tiy  ftanne. 

*  Make  to  yourfelf  a  title  to  my  re» 
gard,  which  I  can  better  approve  of} 
or  elfe  you  will  not  have  fo  mack ' 
Dierit  with  me,  as  you  have  with 

yourfelf. 

*  But  here.  Sir,  like  the  Mt  pairt 
(I,  at  leail,  driven  outof  mjrpan^ 
dife) 


to  go  90"  vfith  him, 
uf  on  this  fubje^t* 


See,  i»  her  fabfinneat  Ut^  t^  Mils  He«^  N*  V.  Ii 


<  tni 
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•  tay  furthet  ftctafion  for  Tour  affill- 

•  Mtt  and  pro<eai«n,  I  will  fignify  it 

•  to  f«j,  aod  be  ftill/Kfrt/f  obliged  to 

'  Yott  are  wirtfc,  my  dciitft  lift!— 
«  But  Indeed  there  it  no  occafion  for  it. 

•  Hid  I  any  view*  unworthy  o/  my 
«  ftithfol  love  for  you,  I  (hould  not 
«  have  been  fo  honeft  in  my  dedara- 

•  tions.*  ^   ^ 
Then  hebegifi  aj;Skin  to  vow  the  fin- 

eerity  of  his  intention*. 
But  I  took  him  up  fliortt  « I  am 
willing  to  **/i«Vvou,  Sir.    Itwould 
be  tnlbpportable  but  to  fonnofe  there 
were  a  Mecfffltj  for  fuch  lolemn  de« 

-  eiarations.'  [At  thi«  he  feemcd  to 
eoTlea  himfelf,  at  I  may  fay,  into  a 
little  more  circumf^eaion.]  /  "1 

tfaooght  there  wrr/,  I  would  not  fit 
With  you  here,  in  a  poblick  inn,  I 
i^re  you,  akhoufi;h  cheated  hither, 
«i  far  as  I  know,  by  methods  (You 
mdb  eacufe  me,  Sir;  which  but  to 
M^a,  will  h^dly  let  me  have  pi- 
tieoce  either  with  you  or  with  my  felt. 
—But  no  9!ore  of  this,  juft  now: 

-  let  me, -I  bcfcech  you,  gvod  Str,* 
bowing,  [I  was  very  angry!]  *  let  me 
'  *nly  know  whether  you  intend  to 

Ua«e  me ;  or.  whether  I  have  only 
efcaped  from  tM  confinement  to 
anomer?'  ,  . 

«  CbeaUdhithiT,  as  faf  oi  J  k/uiVJ, 
Madam!  Let  you  knviA)  (and  with 
that  air  too,  charminfp,  though 
gnevoas  to  my  heart!)  tfyou  banji 
omlj  ikaptdfr^m  cne  confinment  to 
irtw/iir—AmaiiAg!  perfcaiy  amaz- 
in«t  And  can  there  be  a  ncceffity  for 
lA?  ttt  anfwer  this?  You  are  abfo- 
lutely  your  own  miftrefs.— It  were 
^y  ftrange,  if  you  were  not.  The 
MMmenijou  mft  inAjlaa  6f  fafetj,  V 
will  leave  you.  To  one  condition 
'  only,  give  me  leave  to  beg  your  con-. 
Unit  It  is  this;  that  you  will  be 
pkafed,  now  yoU  srefo  entirely  in 
vour  own  power,  to  renew  a  promife 
io/ttjirArifymade  before;  nfoUmtartfy, 
or  I  would  not  mow  prefume  to  re- 
dueft  it$  for  althoueh  I  would  not  be 
AtMi£l)t  capable  of  growing  ufon 
concelfion,  yet  I  cannot  bear  to  think 
df  loling  the  ground  your  gOodneu 
lad  given  me  room,  to  hope  I  had 
tniiledi  that,  make  up  how  you 
pkafe  with  ypur  rslMions,  ^ou  vnll 


«  never  marry  amr  other  man,  while  t 

•  am  living  and  Dngle,  onleA  I  (hould 

•  be  fo  wicked  at  to  give  new  caoft  for 
<  high  difpleafure.' 

«  I  hefitate  not  to  confirm  this  pfo- 

•  mife,  Sir,  upon  your  wt«  condition, 
'  In  what  manner  do  you  expeft  me  to 
«  confirm  it?' 

•  Only,  Madam,  byyonrword.* 

•Then  I  never  will.' 

He  had  the  allurance  (/  nvas  tionv  im 
hispvivtr)  to  falute  me  as  a  fealing  of 
my  promife,  ss  he  called  it.  His  mo- 
tion was  fo  fudden,  that  I  was  not  aware 
of  it.  It  would  have  looked  afeBed  to 
be  veiy  angry;  yet  I  could  not  be  pleafed, 
confidering  this  at  a  hading  fnedom^ 
from  a  fpirit  fo  audacious  and  encroach^ 
ing:  and  he  might  fee,  that  I  was  not. 

He  paffed  ajT  that  by  with  an  air  ^^ 
euliar  to  himfelf— «  Enough,  enough, 

•  deareft  Madam,!  And  now  let  me  be^ 
'  of  you  but  to  conquer  this  dreadfiii 

•  nneafirtcfs,  which  gives  roe  to  appre- 
«  bend  too  much  for  my  jealous  love  to 
«  bear  j  and  it  ihall  be  my  whole  en- 

•  deavour  to  dcfcrve  your  favour,  aiid 
«  to  make  you  the  happieft  woman  in 
«  the  world;  as  I  (hall  be  the  happicd 

•  of  men.' 

I  broke  from  him  to  write  to  yon  my 
preceding  letter;  butrefufed  to  fend  it 
by  his  ftrvant,  as  I  told  you.  The 
mi(^refs  of  the  houffe  helped  me  to  a 
meflfenger,  who  was  to  carry  what  you 
(hould  give  him  to  Lord  M.*s  feat  iit 
Hcrtfordlhire,  dire6led  for  Mrs.Gremc, 
the  houfekecpcr  there.  And  early  in 
the  morning,  for  fear  of  purfuit,  we 
were  to  fct  out  that  ways  and  there  he 

Sropofed  to  exchanee  the  chariot-and- 
X  for  a  chaifcand-pair  of  his  own, 
which  he  had.  at  that  feat,  as  it  would 
be  a  lefs-noticed  conveyance. 

I  looked  over  my  little  ftock  of  mo- 
ney; and  found  it  to  be  no  more  than 
(fevcn  guineas  and  fome  filver :  the  reft 
of  my  ftock  was  but  fifty  guineas,  and 
that  five  more  than  I  thought  it  was, 
when  my  fifter  challenged  me  as  to  the 
lum  I  hid  by  me  •;  and  thofe  I  left  in 
myefcritoire,littleintendingtogoaway 

with  him.         ,    ,    ,  ^      .  t     it    i 

Indeed  my  cafe  aboiinds  with  a  fhock-  . 
ing  number  of  indelicate  circumftances, 
Among  the  reft,  I  was  forced  to  account 
to  bim^  who  knew  I  could  have  no 
cloathi  but  what  I  had  on,  how  I  came 
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to  have  linen  with  you,  (for  he  could 
not  but  know  I  fcnt  for  itj)  left  he 
Ihould  imagine  I  had  an  early  defign  to 
go  away  with  him,  and  made  that  a 
part,  of  the  preparation. 

He  moft  heartily  wiflied,  he  faid,  for 
my  raind^s  fake,  that  your  mother  would 
have  afforded  me  her  proteftion  ;  and 
delivered  himfelf  upon  this  fubjefl  with 
tquzil  freedom  and  concern. 

There  are,  my  dear  Mifs  Howe,  a 
multitude  of  punftilips  and  'decorums, 
which  a  young  creature  muft  difpcnfe 
with,  who,  in  a  Situation  like  mine, 
makes  a  man  the  intimate  attendant  of 
her  perfon.  I  could  now,  I  think,  give 
twenty  rcafons  ftronger  than  any  I  have 
heretofore  mentioned,  why  women  of 
thtleaft  delicacy  Ih6uld  never  think  of  in- 
curring the  danger  and  difgrace  of  tak- 
ing the  ftep  I  have  been  drawn  in  to 
take,  but  with  horror  and  averfioni  and 
why  they  (hould  look  upon  the  man 
who  ftall  tempt  them  to  it,  as  the  vileft 
and  moft  felfiui  of  feducers. 

m     # 

Before  fiveo*clock(Tucfday  morn- 
ing) the  maid  came  up  to  tell  me  my 
brother  was  oeady,  and  that  brcakfaft 
alfo  waited  for  me  in  the  parlour.  I. 
went  down  with  a  heart  as  heavy  as  my 
eyes,  and  received  great  acknowledg- 
ments and  compliments  from  him  on 
being  fo  foon  drefled,  and  read;^  (as 
fie  interpreted  it)  to  continue  our  jour- 
ney. 

He  had  the  thought  whfch  I  had  not 
(for  what  had  I  to  do  with  thinking, 
who  had  it  not  when  I  ftood  moft  m 
need  of  it  ?)  to  purchafe  forme  a  velvet 
hood,  and  a  (hort  cloak,  trimmed  with 
filver,  without  faying  any-thing  to  me. 
Be  muft  reward  himfelf,  the  artful  en- 
croacher  faid,  before  the  landlady  and 
her  maids  and  niece,  for  his  forethought; 
and  would  falute  his  pretty  fullen  filter! 
—He  took  his  reward^  and,  as  he  faid, 
a  tear  with  it.  While  he  aftured  me, 
ftill  before  them,  [a  vile  wretch!]  that 
I  had  nothing  to  fear  from  meeting 
with  parents  who  Co  dearly  loved  me. 
.  Honv  cwl Jibe  complaifauit  my  dear ^ 
tofucb  a  man  as  this? 

When  we  had  got  into  the  chariot, 
and  it  began  to  move,  he  afked  me. 
Whether  I  had  any  objefllon  to  go  to 
Lord  M/s  Hertfordftiire  feat?  His 
lorddiip,  he  faid,  was  at  his  fierklhire 
one.    • 

I  told  himy  Ichoie  not  to  go,  asjet^ 
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to  any  of  his  relations;  for  that  would, 
indicate  a  plain  defiance  to  my  own. 
My  choice  vras,  to  go  to  a  private 
loaging,  and  for  him  to  be  at  a  cuftance 
from  me:  at  leaft  till  I  heard  hovr 
things  were  taken  by  my  friends — For 
thajt  although  I  had  but  little  hopes  of 
a  reconciliation  as  it  luas^  yet  if  they 
knew  I  was  in  his  proteAion,  pr  in  that 
of  any  of  his  frien^Si  (which  would 
be  looked  upon  as  the  fame  thing)  there 
would  not  be  room  for  any  hope^  at  all. 
I  (hpuld  govern  hhn  as  I  pleafed,  he 
(blemnly  aSured  me,  \n  every  thing., 
But  he  ftill  thought  London  was  the 
beft  place  for  me;  and  if  1  yrere  once 
favfe  there,  and  in  a  lodging  to  my  lik- 
ing, he  would  go  to  M.  Hall.  But» 
as  I  approved  not  of  London,  he  would 
MT^  it  no  further. 

Hepropofed,  and  I  con  f^n ted,  to  put 
up  at  an  inn  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Laivn,  (as  he  calW  LOrd  M.'a. 
feat  in  this  county)  fince  I  chofe  not  to 
go  thither.  And  here  I  got  two  hours 
to  royfelf;  which  I  told  him  I  ihould 
pafs  in  writing  another  letter  to  you, 
(meaning  my  narrative,  which,  though 
greatly  fatigued,  I  had  bc|^n  at  St. 
Alban's)  and  in  one  to  my  (ifter,  to  ap- 
prize the  family  (whether  they  were  fo- 
licitous  about  it  or  not)  that  I  was  well  $  - 
and  to  beg  that  my  cloaths,  Tome  par- 
ticular book^,  and  tbe  fifty  guineas  I 
had  left  in  my  efcritoire,  might  be  feat 
me. 

He  afked,  if  1  had  confidered  whi- 
ther to  have  them  direftcd  ? 

Indeed,  not  I,  I  told  him :  I  was  a 
ftranger  to— 

So  was  he,  he  interrupted  mej  but  it, 
ftruck  him  by  chance. 
Wicked  ftory-teller! 
'  But,'  added  he,  <  I  wiy  tell  yoa, 
'  Madam,  how  it  fhall  be  managed— 

*  If  you  don^t  chufe  fo  go  to  London, 

*  it  is,  neverthelefs,  beft,  that  yoorre-, 

*  lations  (hould  think  you  there;  for 

*  then  they  will  abfolutely  defpair  of 
'  finding  you.    If  you  write,  be  pleafed . 

*  to  direft,  to  be  left  for  you,  at  Mr. , 

*  Oijgood's,  near  Soho  Square.  Mr. 
'  Ofgood  is  a  man  of  reputation:  and 
^  this  will  e€e£tually  amufe  them.' 

Amufe  them,  my  dear!— Amufe 
whom  ?*— My  father ! — my  uncles  !— 
But.  it  muft  be  fo !-— -if//  his  expe- 
dietUs  ready,  you  feel 

I  had  no  db}e£lion  to  this:  and  I 
have  writteit  accordingly.    But  what 

anfwcr 
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uiWer  I  ftall  bave,  or  whether  any, 
diat  is  what  gives  me  no  fjniW  anxiety. 
Thia,  faov^eTer,  is  one  conrolation, 
tknt  if  I  have  an  anfwcr,  and  although 
Biy  brother  (hould  be  the  writer,  it 
cannot  be  more  fevere  than  the  treat- 
ment  I  have  of  late  received  from  him 
lod  my  (iftei*. 
Mr.  Lovelace  ftaid  out  about  an  hour 

I  and  half;  and  then  came  in^  impatient- 
ly lending  up  to  me  no  lefs  than  four 
times,   to  defire  admittance.     But  I 

I  Tent  him  word  as  often,  that  I  was  bufyj 
and  at  iaft,  that  Ifliould  be  fo,  till  din- 

:     ner  were  ready.     He  then  haftened 

I  tl^at,  as  I  heard  him  now-and-then^ 
with  a  hearti"  curfe  upon  the  cook  and 

j     waiters. 

I        This  is  another  yf  his  imperfe^ions. 

I  I  vestured  afterwards  to  check  him  for 
his  free  words,  as  we  fat  at  dinner. 

Having  heard  him  fwear  at  his  fer- 
vant,  when  below,  whom,  neverthe* 

i  leis,  he  owns  to  be  a  good  one  j  '  It  is 
'  a  fad  life,'  £aid  I,  *  thefe  innkeepers 

I     •  Jive,  Mr.  Lovelace.' 

[        *  No}  pretty  well,   I  believe— But 

'  '  why.  Madam,  think  you,  that  fel- 
'  lows,  who  eat  and  drink  at  other 

I     *  mens  coft,   or  they  are   forry  inn- 

*  keepers,  ihould  be  entitled  to  pity  V 
*  Becaofe  of  the  foldiers  they  are 

I  *  obliged  to  quarter  j  who  are  jrenerally, 
I  *  I  bdsere,  wretched  profligates.-— 
I  *  Bleis  mcV  fald  I,  *  how  I  heard  one 
I    *  of  them  fwear  and  curfe,  juft  now, 

*  at  a  modeft  meek  man,  as  I  judge  by 
'  hi«  low  voice,  and  gentle  anfwers!— 

*  Well  do  they  make  it  a  proverb— 

*  LUte  a  tr^oferr 

He  bit  his  lip;  arofe;  turned  upon 

his  heel;  ftept  to  the  glafs^  and  look- 

r   tng  rM/£^iP»/Araba(bed,  if  I  may  fo  fay, 

'  Aye,  lyfaJam,*  faid  he, '  thefe  troop- 

'  era  are  fad  fwearins  fellows.    I  think 

*  their  officers  fliould  cha^ife  them  for 

'  I  am  fure  they  deierve  chaftifement,* 
replied  I:  '  for  fwearing  is  a  moft  Mr- 

*  maxlj  vice,  and  curiing  as  foor  and 

*  knv  a  one  I  fince  they  proclaim  the 
'  '  jtroAigate's  want  of  power,  and  his 

'  wicked nefs  at  the  fame  tiroej  for, 

*  could  foch  a  one  pmti/b  as  heJJ^iakj, 

*  be  would  be  a  fiend !' 

*  Charmingly  obferved,  by  my  foul,. 
.  •  Madam  {—-The  next  trooper  I  hear 
]'  Cwe^v  andf  curfe,  V\l  tell  him  what 

<  ao  inmanlj,  and  what  a  poor  wretch 

'hck/ 


Mrs.  Greme  cnme  to  pay  her^^  to 
me,  as  Mr.  Lovelace  called  itj  and 
was  very  urgent  with  me  to  go  to  her 
lord's  houftj  letting  me  know  what 
handfome  things  (he  had  heard  her  lord» 
and  his  two  nieces,  and  all  thefamily^ 
fay  of  me$  and  what  wi(hes  for  feveral , 
months  paft  they  had  put  up  for  tke 
honour  me  now  hoped  would  foon  be 
done  them  all. 

This  gave  me  fome  fatisfaflion,  aa 
it  confirmed  fiom  the  mouth  of  a  vtry 
ffood  fort  of  woman  all  that  Mr.  Love- 
lace had  told  me. 

Upon  enquiry  about  a  private  Iodis- 
ing, (he  recommended  me  to  a  fifter-in* 
law  of  hers,  eight  miles  from  thence 
-—W  here  I  no  w  am .  And  what  pleafed 
me  the  better,  was,  that  Mr.  Lovelace 
(of  whom  I  could  fee  (he  was  infinitely 
obfervant)  obliged  her,  of  his  own 
motion,  to  accompany  mein  thechaifej 
himfelf  riding  on  horfeback,  with  his 
two  fervants,  and  one  of  LordM.'s. 
And  here  we  arrived  about  four  o*cIock« 

But,  as  I  told  you,  in  my  former^ 
the  lodgings  are  inconvenient.  Mr* 
Lovelace  indeed  found  great  fault  witk 
them:  and  told  Mrs. Greme  (who  bad 
faid,  that  they  were  not  worthy  of  us) 
that  they  came  not  up  even  to  her  ac- 
count of  them.  As  the  houie  was.  a 
mile  from  a  town,  it  was  not  proper 
for  him,  he  faid,  to  be  fo  far  diftant 
from  me,  left  any* thing  (hould  hap- 
pen: and  yet  the  apartments  were  not 
feparate  and  diftindl  enough  for  me  to 
like  them,  he  was  fdre. 

This  muft  be  agreeable  enough  from 
him,  you  will  beiieve. 

Mrs.  Greme  and  I  had  a  good  deal 
of  talk  in  the  chaife  about  him :  (he 
was  very  eafy  and  free  in  her  aniwers  to 
all  I  aikedj  and  has,  I  find,  a  very  fu- 
rious turn. 

I  led  her  on  to  fay  to  the  following; 
effeft;  fome  part  of  it  not  unlike  what 
Lord  M.^sdifmiifed  bailiff  had  faid  be- 
fore; by  which  I  find  that  all  the  fer- 
vants  have  a  like  opinion  of  him. 

That  Mr.  Lovelace  was  a  generous 
man;  that  it  was  hard  to  fay,  whether 
the  fervants  of  her  lord's  family  loved 
or  feared  him  moft;  that  her  lord  had  a 
very  great  affe£bon  for  him;  that  hia 
two  iloble  aunts  weie  not  lefs  fond  of 
him;  that  his  coufins  Montague  were 
as  good-natured  young  ladies  as  fuir 
li*ved\  that  Lord  M.  and  Lady  Sarah 
and  Lady  Betty  had  propofed  feveral 

ladiea 
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kdks  t6  Kim>  before  he  mtde  hit  sd- 
^reffcs  to  me,  and  even  ftnct,  defpairin^  * 
to  move  me  and  nty  friends  in  hU  fa- 
tour*— But  that  he  had  no  thoughts  of 
■wriying  at  all,  (he  had  heard  him  fay, 
if  If  nMM  not  to  me;  <hat  aa  well  her 
lot^  aa  the  tviro  ladiea  his  fiftcra  were  a 
l^nod  deal  concerned  at  the  ill-ofage  he 
«eeeived  from  my  family?  but  admifed 
my  chara£)er,  and  wiilied  to  have  hiitv 
married  to  me  TalChough  I  were  not  to 
lla^  a  niining;;  in  preference  to  any 
ocherperfoni  from  the  opinion  that  they 
bad  of  the  influence  I  Olould  hal^e  oteT 
bim.  Than  fo  be  furci  Mr.  Love- 
bee  waa  a  wild  gentleman;  but  wild* 
mf$  wa«  a  diftsmper  which  would  cttre 
kialf.  That  heir  lord  delighted  in  hta 
Awnpany,  whenever  he  could  get  it: 
iMt  that  they  often  fell  out;  and  hia 
lardlhtp  waa  always  forced  to  fubmit 
-*«Indeed,  waa  half- afraid  of  him,  flie 
telievedt  for  Mr.  Lovelace  would  do 
aa  he  pleafad.  She  nn nglad  a  thoufand 
pHiaa  often,  that  he  a^ednot  on  to  the 
aaleiita  lent  htm-^Yet  would  haire  it^ 
that  he  had  fine  qualities  to  found  a  tt* 
Hsitnation  upon^  and,  when  the  hapuy 
dhiy  earner  would  make  amends  for  all : 
wad  of  this  all  his  friends  were  fo  af- 
Ibftd,  that  they  wiftied  for  nothing  ib 
«inieflly,  as  for  his  marriage. 

ThiSf  indtffbrent  as  it  ii,  ia  better 
Am  my  brother  &ya  of  him. 

The  paoptc  of  the  houfe  here  atv  very 
iMeft'hwhingirtdultrious  folks:  Mrs. 
Soriiliga  is  the  gentlewoman's  name. 
The  farm  feems  well-ftockad,  and 
thrif  ing.  She  is  a  widow;  haa  two 
fons,  men  grown,  who  vie  with  each 
artier  i*hich  (hall  take  moft  paius  in 
|M«inofiiig  the  common  good;  and  they 
aft  b«rh  of  fhem,  I  already  ibe,  more 
s«ff>e^M  to  two  modeft  young  women 
their  fifters,  than  my  brother  was  to 
Ua  fitter. 

I  believe  I  muft  (lay  here  ksttger  than 
«t  firft  1  thought  I  fhottld. 

I  ought  to  have  mehliotied,  that,  be* 
fore  I  fit  out  for  this  place^  I  received 
you  kind  letter  *.  Every  thing  ia  kind 
ivMi  fo  dear  a  friend. 

I  own,  thit  af^er  I  had  told  you  of 
ity  abfoluts  determination  hot  to  go 
afway  With  him,  you  might  well  be  fur* 
iari«ed  at  your  firft  hearing  that  I  was 
jItlMity  gone.  The  Lord  blefa  me» 
Ay  itif  ,1  myfclf^  at  times»  can  hardly 


beti^re  it  is  I,  that  hate  hten  ted  Co  t^ 
fo  ftrange  a  Aep. 

I  have  not  the  better  opinion  of  Mr. 
Lovelace  for  his. extravagant  volubi- 
lity. He  is  too  full  of  profeflions.  He 
faya  too  many  fine  things  of  me,  and 
fa  mt.  True  refpeft,  true  value,  I 
think  lies  not  in  words:  vrorda  ciumt 
eitprefs  It:  the  filent  awe,  the  humble, 
the  doubting  eye,  and  even  the  hefitit* 
ing  voice,  better  (hew  it  by  much, 
than,  as  our  beloved  Shake(peare  fays^ 

*  The  rsctliof  toapit 

*  Of  faucy  and  audacioos  eloqucoDe.* 

Tlie  man  indeed  at  times  ia  all  unon 
the  9Xtatick\  one  of  his  phrafes.  But, 
to  ray  fliame  and  confufion,  I  muft  far, 
that  I  know  too  well  to  what  to  attn- 
bute  his  tranfports.  In  one  word,  it 
is  to  his  trhtmfb,  my  dear.  And,  to 
impute  it  to  Aat  perhaps  equally  ek- 
pofes  my  vanity,  and  condemns  my 
folly. 

We  hate  been  alarmed  with  nottona 
of  a  purfuit.  founded  upon  a  letter 
from  his  intelligencer. 

How  do  different  circumibnces  either 
lkn6^ify  or  'COttdemn  the  fiime  adioa ! 
—"What  care  ought  we  to  take  not  to 
confotmd  the  difttn5lions  of  right  and 
Vrrong,  whenr  ftif  comes  io  the  <{uer- 
tion  !-^t  condemned  in  Mr.  Lovelace 
the  cofrupiing  of  a  fervant  of  my  fit- 
ther's;  and  now  I  am  glad  to  apve  a 
kind  of  indireSt  approbation  of  that 
fkolt,  by  enquiring  of  him  what  he 
heara,  \rf  that  or  any  other  vray,  of  the 
tmaner  in  which  my  relations  tookmy 
flight.  A  preconcerted,  forward,  and 
anrtful  flight,  it  mu(t  undoubtedly  ap- 
pear to  tnem.  How  grievous  is  that  to 
think  of!  Yet  bow^  as  I  am  fonmei^ 
can  I  put  them  ri^t  \ 

Moll  heavily,  he  fays,  they  take  it; 
but  ftiew  not  fo  much  grief  a)  t^gc. 
And  he  can  hardly  have  patience  to  hear 
of  the  virulence  and  menaces  of  my 
brother  againft  bimfelf.  Then  a  merit 
is  made  iS  me  of  his  forbeai'ance. 

What  a  (ktisfaftion  am  I  robbed  of»' 
my  deareit  fifiend,  when  I  refteft  ttpeo 
my  incoiifiderateneftl  O  that  I  had  it 
Ikal  in  dsypower  to  fiiy  Ifl^tridiMH* 
rather  than  iUd  wronft  That  odiets 
wm  More  wanting  itt  oieir  kindaitfs  to 
me  than  t  in  du7  (wheit  duty  h  oir* 
ing)' to  ibem. 


•  See  yaliH.  Letter  XLVI. 
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.  -l^oMii  Vie!  formfHiwgt^JUiKirl 
««*Lct  ul  €fid  as  happily  at  if  opw  mzj, 
I  iutTC  laid  up  for  myfeif  rtmorjtfir 
mf  tvboU  Ijfi. 

What  ftill  mocc  concernt  mc  if » that 
every  time  I  fee  tbi«  nan,  I  aiv  &i\i  at 
a  greater  loft  than  before  what  to  make 
of  him.  I  watch'  every  turn  of  hie 
covatsnaiMse:  and  I  think  I  fee  very  deep 
lines  in  itr  He  looks  with  aiort  mean* 
?ngi  I  verily  think,  than  he  ufed  to 
look;  yet  not  more  ferious;  not  left 
ny.-— I  dbO't  know  bow  he  looks-^ 
Bot  with  more  confidence  a  great  dtal 
thaa  fbnnerlyi  and  yet  he  sever  wanted 
that. 

Bvt  here  is  the  thiogj  I  behold  him 
with  fiar  now,  as  confcious  of  the 
power  my  indifcretipn  has  nven  him 
pver  me.  And  well  mav  bg  Took  more 
flale,  when  he  Cou  me  deprived  of  all 
the  fi:]f-fuppofed  (ignificance,  which 
adorns  and  exalts  a  pei-ibn  who  hae 
been  accuftomed  to  reipcA)  and  wh« 
pow,  by  a  confdoMi  i^feriorhj^  allows 
hcrfelf  tp  h€  9verc§fiu,  and  in  a  ftatc  of 
Migaiiomy  as  I  may  fay,  to  a  man  who 
from  a  bu4»ble  fuitor  to  her  for  her  fa- 
four«  aflumes  the  cpofequence  and  aire 
of  a  prote^or. 

I  ttisUl  fend  this,  as  my  former,  bv 
%  poor  man,  who  travels  everv  day  with 
flMbry  matters.  Qe  will  leaye  it  at 
|liirs.  Knplly*s,  as  you  dired.     ^ 

Jf  yv>u  \yi9r  any-thin|^  of  my  father 
tad  mother,  and  of  their  health,  and 
how  my  friends  were  aflEefted  by  my 
oahappy  ftep,  pray  be  fo  good  as  to 
write  me  a  few  lines  by  the  me flengeri 
if  \i^  waiting  for  them  can  be  known 
to  you. 
'    I  ana  afraid  to  alk  you,  whether, 

r  reading  that  part  of  my  narrative 
dy  in  your  hands,  you  think  any 
kn  of  extenuation  li^a  for  jrenr  m* 

Clarissa  HAitl'Owg^ 
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M».  MT£S«ACe,  TO  fOlfll   B|i- 

Tir«s9AT«  waay.  Avait  ti^-n* 

YOU  cMun  «iy  proMiie,  that  I 
will  be  as  particular  ••  poAble» 
tnall  AMfaSm  batunen  pe  andinjr 
Jndend»  I  never  had  n  nofo 
Mifefttt  mmakmyt^ 


«|ien.  And|  moraovnr,  T  haf«  leifnrej 
for  by  her  good  will,  my  .accefs  woal4 
be  as  difficult  to  her,  as  that  of  the 
humbled  (lave  to  an  estern  mon  vdi* 
Clothing,  then,  but  inclination  ^  >  wriir 
can  bewantingi  and  finceour  friefvl- 
ihip,  and  your  obliging  attendance^ipett 
mc  at  tbie  White  Hart,  will  not  es* 
cuie  that,  I  will  endeavour  to  keep  oif 
word. 

I  parted  with  thee  and  thy  brediren^ 
with  a  full  refoltttion,  thou  knowclU 
to  rejoin  ye,  if  ibe  once  again  difap* 
pointed  n>e,  in  order  to  go  together  (at- 
tended by  our  fervants,  for  Aiew-fake) 
to  the  gloomy  father  ^  and  demand 
audience  of  the  tvrant  upon  the  frcih  . 
fJoms  taken  with  my  chara^^er.  In 
(hort,  to  have  tried  by  fair  means,  if 
fair  would  do,  to  make  him  change  hia, 
refolutions;  and  treat  his  cfaarmini; 
daughtif  whh  Itfs  inhumanity,  and  mt 
with  more  civility. 

I  told  thee  nw  reasons  for  not  going 
in  fearch  of  a  letter  of  countermamL 
Z  was  right)  for  if  I  had,  I  Ihould 
have  found  fuch  a  onej  and  had  I  re* 
eeived  it,  (he  would  not  have  met  mc« 
Pid  (he  think,  that  after  I  had  bee* 
more  than  once  disappointed,  J  would 
pot  keep  her  to  her  promife(  thtt  I 
would  not  hold  tier  to  it,  when  I  bad  got 
her  in  fo  deeply  ^ 

The  moment  I  heard  the  door  nn- 
bolt,  I  was  fure  of  her.  That  moiioa 
made  my  heart  bound  to  my  throat* 
But  when  that  was  followed  with  the 
prefence  of  my  charmer,  flafliitfg  upo« 
me  all  at  once  in  a  flood  of  brightnefe^ 
fweetly  drejBed,  though  all  popreparnd 
iw  a  journey,  I  trod  air,  and  hardl/ 
thought  mylelf  a  mortal. 

Thou  (halt  judge  of  her  drefs,  as,  n, 
the  moment  I  lirj  beheld  her,  (heap<» 
peared  to  me,  and  as«  upon  a  nearer 
oblervation,  Ae  really  was.  I  am  • 
critick,  chou  knowet,  in  wonseoaditf** 
ies.  Many  a  one  I  have  tasighe  t« 
drefs»  and  helped  to  undrefs.  fine 
there  is  fuch  a  native  elegance  in  thic 
Udy,  that  (he  fuipnflet  all  thai  I  could 
MaagiMiurpaifing.  Bot  then  her  per-i 
Ion  adorns,  what  ihc  wears,  joore  thao 
drefs  can  adorn  her;  and  thai'a  her  au 
ioelknce. 

£«pe6l  therefore  a  faint  (kiitdb  of  h«r 
^dmkabie  perfon  with  her  dreis. 

Hit  wtK-fike  Mb  (for  aiccr  nll^ 

lldb  and  Wood  I  think  (Im  is)  by  tt*i 

.dUicicjaAdifmg(ii»gafwirf  tortlio 

ioondneit 
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ibnndners  of  her  health.  Thou  haft 
often  heard  me  launch  out  in  praife  of 
Jier  complexion.  I  never  in  my  life  be- 
held a  ikin  fo  ilhftrioujly  fair.  The 
lily  and  the  driven  fnow  it  is  nonfenfe 
to  talk  of:  her  lawn  and  her  laces  one 
might  indeed  compare  to  thofe:  but 
what  a  whited  wall  would  a  woman  ap- 
pear to  be,  who  had  a  complexion  which 
would  juftify  fuch  unnatural  compari- 
fons?  But  this  lady  is  all  glowing,  all 
charming fleih  and  blood:  yet  io  clear, 
that  every  meandring  vein  is  to  be  tttn 
in  all  the  lovely  parts  of  her  which  cuf- 
tore  permits  to  be  vifible. 

Thou  haft  heard  me  alfo  deP:ribe  thb 
^avy  ringlets  of  her  ihining  hair  need- 
ing neither  art  nor  powderj  of  itfelf  an 
ornament,  aefyingall  other  ornaments; 
wantoning  in  and  about  a  neck  that  is 
beaut tful  beyond  defcription. 

Her  head-drefs  was  a  Bruftels-lace 
mob,  peculiarly  adipted  to  the  charm- 
ing air  and  turn  of  her  features.  A 
Iky-blue  ribband  illufti  ated  that.  But 
although  the  weather  was  fomewhat 
Iharp,  (he  had  not  on  either  hat  or 
hoodi  for,  befidesthat  ftie  loves  toufe 
herfelf  hardily,  (by  which  means  and 
by  a  temperance  "truly  exemplary,  (lie 
is  allowed  to  have  given  high  health  and 
vigour  to  an  originally  tender  confti- 
tutfon)  (he  feems  to  have  intended  to 
fliew  me,  that  (he  was  determined  not 
(ftand  to  her  appointment.  O  Jack! 
that  fuch  a  fweet  girl  (hould  be  a  rogue ! 

Her  morning  gown  was  a  paleprim- 
rofe-coloui*ed  paduafoy:  the  cu(?s  and 
robings  curioufly  embroidered  by  the 
lingers  of  this  ever-charming  Araohne, 
in  a  running  pattern  of  violets  and 
their  leaves;  the  light  in  the  flowers 
filver;  gold  in  the  leaves.  A  pair  of 
diamond  fnaps  in  her  cars.  A  white 
handkerchier  wrought  bv  the  fame  ini- 
mitable fingers  concealed— O  Belford ! 
what  ftill  more  inimitable  beauties  did 
it  not  conceal! — And  I  faw,  all  the 
way  we  rode,  the  bounding  heart  (by 
it*s  throbbing  motions  I  faw  it!)  dan- 
cing beneath  the  charming  umbrage. 

Her  ruffles  were  the  fame  as  her  mob. 
Her  apron  a  flowered  lawn.  Her  coar 
white  fattin,  quilted:  blue  fattin  her 
ihoes,  braided  with  the  fame  colour, 
without  lace;  for  what  need  has  the 
prettieft  foot  in  the  world  of  ornament  ? 
neat  buckles  in  them:  and  on  her  charm- 
ing arms  a  pair  of  black  velvet  glove- 
like muifi  of  ber  own  inventioDj  for 


Ae  makes  and  gives  fa(hions  as  (be 
pleafes.— -Her  hands  velvet  of  them- 
lelves,  thus  uncovered  the  freer  to  be 
grafped  by  thofe  of  her  adorer. 

I  have  told  thee  what  were  mytnn^- 
ports,  when  the  undrawn  boltprefented 
to  me  my  long-expeAedgoddefs.-^i/^r 
emotions  were  more  fweetly  femimQc, 
after  the  fli-ft  moments;  for  then  the  fire 
of  her  ftarry  eyes  began  to  fink  into  a 
lefs  dazzling  languor.  She  trembletl: 
nor  knew  (he  how  to  fupportthe  agi« 
tations  of  a  heart  (he  had  never  found 
fo  ungovernable.  She  was  even  faiat- 
ing,  when  I  clafped  her  in  my  fop- 
porting  arms.  What  a  precious  mo- 
ment that!  How:  near,  how  fweetly  near, 
the  throbbing  partners ! 

hy  her  dim,  I  faw,  as  I  obfenred 
before,  bow  unprepared  Ihe  was  for  a 
journey;  and  not  doubting  herintention 
once  more  to  difappoint  me,  I  would 
have  drawn  her  after  me.  Then  began 
m  contention  the  moft  vehement  that 
ever  I  had  with  woman .  It  would  pain 
thy  friendly  heart  to  be  told  the  \n* 
finite  trouble  I  had  with  her.  I  begged^ 
I  prayed,  on  my  knees;  yet  in  vain,  I 
begged  and  prayed  her  to  anfwer  her 
own  appointment  t  and  had  I  not  hap-< 
pily  provided  for  fuch  a  ftruggle^  know- 
ing whom  I  had  to  deal  with,  I  bad 
certainly  failed  in  my  defign;  and  as 
certainly  would  have  accompanied  her 
in,  without  thee  and  thy  brethren:  and 
who  knows  what  might  have  been  the 
confequence  ? 

Butmyhoneft  agent  answering  my 
fignal,  though  not  quite  fojbon  aslex" 
peded,  in  the  manner  thou  knoweft  I 
had  prefcribed,  *  They  are  coming ! 
*  They  are  comingl—Fly,  fly,  my  &- 
<  loved  creature,*  cried  I,  drawing  my 
fword  with  a  flouri(h,  as  if  1  would 
have  Aain  half  an  hundred  of  the  Tup* 
pofed  intruders;  and,  feizing  her  trem* 
bline  hands,  I  drew  her  after  me  (b 
fwittly,  that  «vy  feet,  wing^  by  love» 
could  hardly  keep  pace  with  her  feet, 
agitated  by  fear.-^And  fo  I  became  her 
emperor. 

rll  tell  thee  all,  when  I  fee  thee: 
and  thou  (halt  then  judge  of  wey  diffi* 
culties,  and  of  i^/r  perverfenefs.  And 
thou  wilt  rejoice  «ivith  me  at  mj  coo- 
queft  over  fuch  a  watchful  and  open* 
eyed  charmer. 

But  feeft  thou  not  now  (at  I  think  I 
do)  the  wind-out ftripping  nir-one  fly* 
ingymv  her  lovt  tQ  her  love  ?-»Is  there 

not 
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ftot  fucb  a  gaitte  ?— Kiy,  flying  from 
fricndi  (he  was  refolved  not  to  abandon, 
to  the  man  (he  wa$  determined  not  to 
go  off  with?— Ti6//<jr/  Tbsfix,  all 
fvfr/  — Charming  contfadiaionl— > 
Hah»  hah,  hah,  hahl—I  mull  here-— 
I  mnft  here,  lay  down  my  pen,  to  hold 
ny  iidea^  for  I  muft  have  my  laugh 
out  wM  the  fit  is  upon  nie. 
#  # 
I  BELIEVE — I  believe— Hah,'  hab,^ 
Itlht  Z  believe.  Jack,  my  dogs  con- 
clude me  mad:  for  here  has  one  of 
tkem  popt  in,  at  if  to  fee  what  ailed 
Qei  or  whom  I  had  with  me.  Th^ 
vboribn  caufht  the  laugh,  as>he  went 
oat.— >Hah,  bah,  hah !«— An  impndint 
dfl^!— O  Jack,  kneweft  thou  my  con- 
Gcir,  and  were  but  thy  laugh  joined  to 
mine,  t  believe  it  would  hold  me  for 
an  hour  longer. 

But,  O  my  beft  beloved  fair-one,  re- 
pine not  thou  at  the  arts  by  which  thou 
fafpcdeftthy  fi-uttlefs  vigilance  baa  been 
over- watched. — ^Take  care,  that  thou 
prevokeft  not  new  ones  that  may  be  ft  ill 
moit  worthy  of  thee.  If  once  thy  em* 
poor  decrees  thy  fall,  thou  ftialt  ^eatly 
nil.  Tboo  ftialt  have  caufe,  if  that 
come  to  pafs,  which  may  come  to  pafs, 
(for  m^iy  wonldft  thou  put  olF  mar* 
ciatt  to  lb  long  a  day,  as  till  thou  hadft 
itaioD  to  be  convinced  of  my  reforma. 
tion,  dearei?)  thou  (halt  have  caufe, 
never  fear,  to  fit  down  moredifTatisfied 
with  the  ftars,  than  with  thyfelf.  And 
come  the  worft  to  the  worft,  glorious 
terms  will  I  give  thee.  Thy  garrifoo, 
with  General  Prudence  at  the  head,  and 
Gcvtrnor  H^atchfulfte/s  bringing  up  the 
rear,  (hall  be  allowed  to  march  out 
with  all  the  honours  due  to  fo  brave  a 
refiftance.  And  all  thv  fex,  and  all 
mine,  that  bear  of  my  nratagems,  and 
of  thy  conduA,  (hall  acknowledge  the 
fortrefs  as  nobly  won,  as  defend^. 

'  Thou  wilt  not  daie,'  methinks  I 
hear  tliee  fay,  f  to  attempt  to  reduce 
*  fuch  a  goddcfs  this,  to  a  ftamlard  un- 
'  worthy  of  her  eitc^lences.  It  is  im- 
'  polfiblc,  X^vclace,  that  thou  (bouidft 
^  wtcnd  to  bi-E4k.  through  oaths  and 
'  proteftation  s  fo  folem  n .  * 

That  1  did  aot  iniend  it,  is  ceruio. 
That  I  <^  intend  it,  I  cannot  (my  heart, 
my  reverence  for  h^r,  will  not  let  me) 
lay.  Bat  knoweft  thou  nor  my  arer- 
fion  to  the  ftaie  of  (K^c^Us  ?-*Aad  !• 

^  not  1»  MY  TQVflbiMr} 


*  And  wilt  thou,  Lovclacti  abnfc 

*  that  power  which— * 

Which  what,  BelfonI  ?— Which  I 
obtained  not  by  her  own  confent,  but 
e^aiM/ It. 

*  But  which  thou  never  hadft  ob<* 

*  tained,  had  fhe    not  efteemcd  thee 

*  above  all  men.* 

And  which  I  had  never  takemfo 
much  pains  to  obtain,  had  I  not  loved 
her  above  all  women.  So  far  upon  a 
par.  Jack!  and  if  thou  pleadeft  hi»nour, 
ought  not  honour  to  be  mutual?  If 
mutual,  does  it  not  imply  mutual  truft, 
mutual  confidence  ?  And  what  have  I 
had  of  ibat  from  her  to  boaft  of>;— 
Thou  knoweft  the  whole  progrefs  of 
our  warfare:  for  a  warfare  tt  has  truly 
been;  and  far,  very  far,  from  an  amo- 
roua  warfare  too.  Doubts,  miftrufts^ 
upbraidings,  on  her  part:  humiliationa 
the  moft  abject,  on  mine.  Obliged  to 
afiume  fuch  airs  of  reformation,  that 
every  valet  of  ye  haa  been  afraid  I 
ihould  reclaim  in  good  eameft.  And 
baft  thou  not  thyfelf  frequently  ob- 
fcrved  to  me,  how  aukwardJy  I  returned 
to  my  ufual  gaiety,  after  X  had  been 
within  a  mile  of  her  father*!  earden- 
wall,  although  I  had  not  feen  her^ 

Does  ftie  not  defer ve  to  pav  for  alt 
this  ?— To  make/an  honeft:'  fellow  look 
like  an  hypocrite^  what  a  vile  thing  ia 
that! 

Thrn  thou  knoweft  what  tfalfe  Iit« 
tie  rogue  die  has  been.  How  littlecon- 
fcience  (be  has  niade  of  difappointing 
me.  Haft  thou  not  been  a  witnefs  of 
my  ravings,  on  this  fcore?— Have  I 
not,  in  the  height  of  them,  vowed  re- 
venge upon  the  faith lefs  'charmfr?*^ 
And,  if  I  muj  be  forfworn,  whether 
I  anfwer  herezpedlations,  or  follow  mj 
own  inclinations;  and  if  the  option  be 
in  my  own  powers  can  I  hefitate  a  mo- 
ment which  to  chufe  ? 

Then,  I  fancy  bv  her  circumfpeAion» 
and  her  continual  grief,  that  ftie  /;r- 
pf^s  fome  mifchief  from  me.  I  don't 
care  to  diiappoint  any-body  I  have  a 
valuf  for. 

But  O  the  noble,  the  exalted  crea- 
ture !  Who  can  avoid  hefitating  when 
he  thinks  of  an  oftence.  againft  her  t 
Who  can  but  pity— - 

Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  ib  loth  at 

1;UI  to  venture,  though  threatened  to 

be  forced  into  the  nuptial  fetters  with 

aksi^,  whojm  to  190k  gpon  a»  a  rival, 

&r  ia 
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IS  to  difgrace  myfelf  I— So  fullcn,  now 
ihe  ha(  ventured  '.—What  title  has  (he 
to  pity;  and  to  a  pity  which  her  pride 
would  make  her  difclaim } 

But  I  reiblve  not  any  ivc^,  I  will 
ftc  how  hervtWX  works  ^  and  how  my 
will  leads  me  on.  J  will  give  the  com- 
batants fair  play,  and  yet,  cvcrv  time 
I  attend  her,  I  find  that  (he  is  lefs  in 
my  power  J  I  more  in  hers. 

Yet,  a  fooliOi  little  rogue !  to  forbid 
sne  to  think  of  marriag^  till  I  am  a  re- 
fonncdman!  Till  the  implacablcs  of 
ber  family  change  their  natt>rea>  and 
become  placable ! 

.    It  is  trucj  when  (he  was  for  makrng 
thoie   conditions^  (ke  did  not  think. 


that  witlTout  any  J  flie  mould  be  cDeat- 
ed  out  of  berfielf\  for  fo  the  dear  foul, 
as  I  may  tell  thee  in  it's  place,  phrarc» 
it. 

How  i^  fwclls,my  pride,  to  have  been 
able  to  outwit  fu'ch  a  vigilant  charmerl 
I  am  taller  by  half  a  yard  rn  my  ima- 
gination than  I  was.  I  look  do*wn  upon 
every- body  now.  Laft  night  I  was 
ftill  more  extravagant.  1  took  off  my 
hat,  as  I  walked,  to  fee  if  the  lace 
were  not  fcorched,  fuppofing  it  had 
brufhcddown  a  ftarj  and,  before  I  put 
it  on  again,  in  mere  wantonnefs,  and 
heart's  eafc,  I  was  for  buffeting  the 
moon. 

In  (liort,  my  whole  foul  is  joy. 
When  I  go  to  bed  I  laugh  niyfelf  aflecp: 
and  I  awake  either  laughing  orfmgiiyg 
— Yet  nothing  nearly  in  view,  neither 
— For  why  ?— /  am  not  yet  reformed 
inoHgk, 

I  told  thee  at  the  time,  if  thau  re- 
membrcll,  how  capable  this  refiri£Vion 
tvasofbeingturned  upon  the  over-fcru- 
^uious  dear  creature,  could  I  once  get 
herout  of  her  father's  houfe^  and  weie  I 
di/pofed  to  pnnifh  her  for  her  family's 
faults,  and  for  the  infinite  trouble  ibe 
hcrlelf  had  given  me.  Liitlo  thir.ks 
ihe,  that  I  ba've  kept  an  account  of  both : 
and  that,  when  my  he.irt  is  foft,  and 
all  her  Ovm,  I  can  but  turn  to  my  Mi- 
moranda,  and  harden  niyfelf  at  once. 

O  my  charmer,  look  to  iti  Abate  of 
thy  haughty  airs !  Value  ii«t  ihyfelf 
upon  thy  fmccrity,  if  thuu  art  indiffe- 
rent to  me!  I  will  not  bear  rt  ww. 
Art  tbou  not  in  my  POWEk  ?— Nor,  if 
'tTiou  lovcft  me,. think,  that  the  female 
affeftation' of  denying  tliy  love,  will 
avail  'thee  »(7<iv,  with  a  heart  fo  ^oukT 
and  fb  jealous  as  -ptne  .'-^Kemeinber, 


moreover,  that  all  thy  faiffily-flns  W 
upon  thy  bead! 

Bur,  ah!  Jack,  when  I  fee  my  angel, 
when  I  am  admitted  to  the  prefenceof 
this  radiaut  beauty,  what  will  become 
of  all  this  vapouring? 

But,  be  my  end  what  it  may,  I  am 
obliged,  by  thy  penetration,  fair-one, 
to  proceed  by  the  fap.  Fair  and fiftlf* 
A  fwife  at  any  time  I  Marriage  will  be 
aKrays  in  my  power. 

When  put  to  the  univerfity,  the  fane 
courie  of  initial fludies  will  qualify  the 
yonker  for  the  one  linet>r  for  the  other. 
The  genius  ought  to  point  out  the  fu- 
ture lawyer,  divine,  or  phyfician!— 
So, the  fame  cautious  conduct,  with  fucb 
.a  vigilance,  will  do  either  for  the  <ivi/e, 
or  tor  the  «o-wifc.  When  I  reform, 
ril  marry.  'Tis  time  enough  for  the 
one^  the  iady  muft  fay-— For  the  atbirf 
fay  // 

But  how  t  ramble !-— This  it  is  to  be 
rn  fuch  a  ^uation,  that  I  know  not 
what  forefolve  upon. 

ril  tell  thee  my  incUningSy  as  I  pro- 
ceed. The  pro's  and  the  the  rwtV  Ml 
tell  thee  I  but  being  eot  too  far  from 
the  track  I  fet  out  in,  I  will  clofe  here. 
I  may  however  write  every  day  fome- 
thing,  and  fend  it  as  opportunity offersr 

Kegardlefs,  severthelefs,  I  (hall  bt 
in  all  I  write,  of  connexion,  accuracy, 
or  of  any  thihg  but  of  ray  own  impe- 
rial will  and  pleafure. 

LETTER    IV. 

MISS    HOWE,    TO  MISS  CLAKISSA 
HARLOWE. 

WF.PKES&AY  NIGHT,   APtIL  ». 

I  Have  your  narrative,  my  dear.  Yo» 
artf  the  fame  noble  creature  you  ever 
were.  Above  difguife,  above  art,  above 
attempting  to  extenuate  a  failing. 

The  only  family  in  the  world,  yours, 
furely,  that  could  have  drivco  fuch  a 
daughter  upon  fuch  extremities. 

But  you  muft  not  be  fo  very  much 
too  good  for  them^  and  fur  the  cafe. 

You  -lay  the  'blame  fo  properly  uA 
fo  unfparir.gly  upon  your  meeting  inm, 
that  nothing  can  be  added  to  that  fub- 
;e^  by  your  worft  enemies,  were  they 
to  fee  what'Tou  have  written. 

I  am  Dot  furprized,  now  1  have  read 

^our  naiTative,  thatfo  bold  and  fo  cojb- 

triving  a  man-^^I  am  forced  tor'  hatak 

off 

You 
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m     * 

You  ftood^it  out  much  better  and 
4oiigei^-Heit( again  comes  my  bottling, 
itaJoQS  mother! 

•  *  « 
DOK'T  be  fo  angry  atyoarielf.  Did 
you  not  do  for  tbe  beft  at  the  time? 
As  to  your  fir  ft  faalt,  tbe  anfivering 
tu  letter  J  \  it  was  always  inchmbent 
4]pon  you  to  aflume  the  guardian  (hip 
of  fuch  a  family,  when  the  bravo  of  it 
hid  ran  riot  as  he  did,  and  brought 
^inifelf  into  danger. 

Excepryoor  mother,  who  has  no  will 
of  her  own,  have  any  of  them<ommon 
lenfe? 

Forgive  me,  my  dear«— Here  is  that 
ftopid  uncle  Antony  of  yours.  A 
pragmatical,  conceited,  pofitive— He 
came  yefterday,  in  a  fearful  pucker, 
and  puffed,  and  blowed,  and  dumped 
about  our  hall  and  parioiu*,  while  bis 
ndTage  was  carried  up. 

My  mother  was<lrettinr.  Thefcwi- 
dows  are  as  ftarcbed  as  the  old  batche. 
ion.  She  would  not  fee  him  in  a  di- 
iba^ille  for  the  world*-!^^ r  can  Jhe 
meeuihy  it^ 

His  errand  was  to  fiet  her  a  gain  ft  you , 
and  to  flicw  their  determined  rage  on 
your  going  away.  The  iftue  proved  too 
evidently  that  this  was  the  principal 
and  of  his  vifit. 

Tbe  odd  creature  deiired  to  fpealc 
with  her  alone.  I  am  not  ufed  to  fuch 
exceptions  whenever  any  viiits  are  made 
<o  raf  mother. 

Wben  flie  was  primmed  out,  down 
ihc  came  to  him.  They  locked  them- 
felves  in.  The  two  positive  heads  were 
pottosether-— Clofc  tozether  1  Aippofe; 
lor  I  fiftened,  but  coiSd  hear  nothing 
diftindly,  though  they  both  feemedfull 
of  their  fubjoft. 

I  had  a  good  mind,  once  or  twic^,  to 
,       have  made  them  open  the  door.    Could 
1  have  been  fure  of  keepin?  boc  tole- 
rably my  temper,  I  would  have  de- 
mandediiimitunct.    But  I  was  afraid, 
if  I  had  obtained  it,  that  I  (hould  have 
foFg^t  it  was  my  mother's  houi9>  and 
been  for  turniug  him  out  of  it;    To 
cone  to  ^ve  againft  and  abofe  my 
I      dcareft,  deareft,  faultiefs  fiiend !  and 
tbe  ravings  to  be  encouraged,  and  per- 
haps joined  in,  in  order  to  )u  ftify  them  - 
I      ielres;  the  one  for  contributing  to  drive 
I     Aat  dear  friend  out  of  her  father's 
I      hAofe^  the  other  for  refuting  her  a  tem  • 
{     porary  afyjunoj  till  the  reconciliation 


Could  have  been  effefted,  which  lier 
dutifVil  heart  was  iet  upon^  and  wbidi 
it  would  ba^e  become  the  love  which 
my  mother  had  ever  pretended  for  vou, 
to  have  mediated  for— Could  I  save 
bad  pntiencel 

The  ijiu,  ael  faid,  Shewed  whatthe 
errand  was-^It's  firft  appearance,  after 
the  old  fiifty  fellow  was  marched  off, 
[Tou  muft  excufe  mty  my  drmr]  was  in 
>a  kind  of  gloomy,  mrlowe-iike  yt- 
frrvednefs  in  my  mother;  which,. upon 
a  few  refenting  flirts  of  mine,  was  fol- 
«lowed  by  a  rigorous  prohibition  of  cor- 
4vfpondence. 

TKis  put  u«,  you  may  fippofe,  upon 
terms  not  the  moft  agreeable.  '  i*  ^- 
fiied  to  know,  if  I  were  probibitod 
dreaming  of  you  ?— For,  mv  dear,  you 
•have  all  my  keeping  as  well  aswsiking 
Mours.  ' 

I  can  eafily  allow  for  yo\tr  corre- 
spondence with  your  wretch  aiffirft  (and 
yet  your  motions  were  excellent)  by 
the  eife^  this  prohibition  has  upon  me; 
€iice,  if  pofltbie,  it  has  made  me  iarc 
you  better  than  before;  and  I  ammore 
defirous  than  ever  of  correfponding 
with  you. 

flntlhavcnevertheleft  a^ndi  more 
laudable  monv«— I  fliould  think  myfi^f 
the  unworthieft  of  creatures,  could:! 
be  brought  to  (light  a  dear  friend,  4tM 
fuch  sC  meritoiious  one,  in  her  diftrefs. 
—I  would  die  firft— An  J  fo  I  told  nfy 
mother.  And  I  have  de fired  her  not  to 
watch  me  in  my  retired  hours;  nor  to 
infiftupon  my  lying  wiih  herconftantly, 
which  ihe  now  does  moreeameftly  chin 
eveiv  'Xvwcre  better,  I  told  her,  that 
the  Ha rlowe- Betty  were  borrowed  to  be 
fet  overme. 

Mr.  Hrckman,  who  greatly  hoi>oui»s 
you,  has,  unknown  to  me,  iaterpofed 
ib  warmly  in  your  favour  witk  my  mo» 
ther,  th;tt  it  makes  for  him  no  fmall 
merit  with  me. 

I  can«ot,  at  prefcnt,  write  to  every 
f  articular,  'iinlcfs  I  would  beiny>/de- 
fi»ace<— Tcaze,  tcaze,  teaw,  forev<'rl 
The  fame  thing,  though  anrweredfifVv 
<imes  over,  in  every  hour  to  be  repeated 
—Lord  blefs  me!  what  a  life  muft  my 
poor  father — But  let  rae  remember  to 
whom  I  am  writing. 

If  this  evcr-artive,  ever-mifchievotis 
monkey  of  a  man,  this  Lovehce,  con- 
trived, as  you  fufpeft — But  here  comes 
mv  mother  again—*  Aye,  ftay  a  little 
•  longer,  my  mamma,  ifyoupleafe-r- 
R  r  1  •  I  can 
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*  leau  knt  be  fufjpefted !  I  can  but^ie 
f  chkiden  for  making  yoa  wait$  and 

<  chidden  I  am  Aire  to  be»  whether  I 
'  do  or  not»  in 'the  way  you,  my  good 

*  mamma,  are  ifjK/o»yV  into.* 

Blefs  mel—- how  impatient  (he  isl— 
How  &e  tfaundcfs  at  the  door!—*  This 

*  moment.  Madam !-^How  came  I  to 

*  double-lock  myielf  in!-^What  have 
f  I  done  with  the  j^eyl-^Dence  take  the 

<  key!-— Dear  Madaml  Yon  flutter  one 
«  fol? 

#        • 
Yot7  maj  believe,  my  dear,  that  I 
took  care  of  my  papers  before  I  open- 
ed the  door.    We  have  had  a  charm- 
ing dialogue— She  flung  from  me  in  a 

.piSlion. 

So— what's  now  to  be  done?— Sent 
^4lown  in  a  very  perfmptorv  manner, 
I  aflure  you.  What  an  incoherent  let- 
ter  will  you  have,  when  I  can  get  it  to 
you !  But  now  I  know  where  to  fend  it, 
Mr.  Hickman  fliall  find  me  a  mellen- 
ger.    Yet,   if  he  be  dete^ied,   poor 

jfeul,  be  will  be  Harh^wed-Bff^  as  wel| 
tA)iamtikmifirefi.  ^ 

TBVftsoAT,  AVaii.  rj. 

I  HAVE  this  moment  your  conu- 
Oo^tion- letter.  And  am  Uvoured,  at 
^prefent,  with  the  abience  of  my  Argus- 
.  eyed  mother. 

Dear  qreafurel— -I  can  account  for  all 
your  difficulties.  A  ^oung  lady  of 
your  delicacy  I— ^nd  with  fuch  a  man  I 
<— I  mull  be  brief. 

The  man's  a  fool,  my  dear,  with  all 
bis  pride,  and  w\^  tU  his  cvinplaifance, 
4xmi  aftBidrifarJs  toyouriujuiiSwns, 
Yet  bis  ready  inventions— 

Sometimes  I  think  yo^f  fliould  go  tO' 
Lady  Bettyfs— I  kno^  not  what  to  ad- 
yife  you  to  do.— I  fifndd^  if  you  were 
.not  lo intent  upon  reconciling  yourfelf 
to  yonr  relations.  Yet  they  are  impla- 
cable.  You  can  have  no  hopes  of  them. 
Your  uncle^s  errand  to  my  mother  may 
convince  you  of  tbatj  and  if  you  have 
an  anfwtrr  to  vour  letter  t6  your  fiftdr, 
^hat  will  conni  m  you,  I  dare  6y* 

You  need  not  to  have  been  afraid  of 
aiking  me,  whether,  uponi  leading 
your  narrative,  I  thought  any  extenu- 
ation could  lie  for  what  you  have  donel 
I  have,  as  above,  before  I  had  ybur 
queftion,  told  you  my  ound  as  to  that. 
—And  I  repent,  that  I  think,  your/ro- 
tfOcatioHs  and  inducemeuts  confijered,^ 
you  are  free  from  blame;  a(  leaft»  the 
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frteft  that  ever  young  creature  vat  who 
took  fuch  a  ftep.  - 

But  j0if  tMk  it  nof- You  were  Mvm 
on  one  fide^  and,  poflibly,  tricked  m 
the  other. '^Iftny  woman  on  earth  (hall 
be  circumftanced  as  you  were,  and  fliall 
hold  out  fa  Itmg  as  you  did,  agsinft 
her  perfecutors  on  one  hand,  and  her 
reducer  on  the  other,  I  will  forgive  her 
for  all  the  reft  of  her  conduA,  be  it 
what  it  will. 

All  your  acquainunoe,  you  may 
fuppofe*  talk  of  nobody  but  you.  Some 
indeed  bring  your  admirabfe  charaAer 
for  a  plea  againft  you:  but  nobody 
does,  pr  cetn^  acquit  your  father  aad 
uncles. 

Every- bodjf  feems  apprised  of  your 
brother *s  and  fifter*s  motives.  Your 
'  flight  is,  9o  doubt,  the  very  thing 
they  ainsed  to  drive  you  to,  by  the  va- 
rious attacks  they  made  upon  you|  on- 
hoping  (as  they  muft  do  ail  the  time) 
the  fuccefs  of  their  fchemea  in  Solmes's 
behalf.  They  knew,  that  if  oaoe  you 
were  reftored  to  favour,  the  foipended 
love  of  your  father  and  uncles,  like  a 
river  breaking  down  a  temporary  ob- 
flruftion,  would  return  with  double 
forcej  and  that  then  vou  would  expose, 
and  triuipph  over  all  their  arts.— And 
pow,  I  h'caf  thfy  enfoy  their  fuccefsfuj 
malicei 

Yonr  fothfris  all  r^  and  violence. 
He  o«ffht,  I  am  fure,  to  torn  his  rage 
inward.  All  your  family  accufe  yoq 
of  a^ing  with  deef  arti  and  are  pot 
upon  fuppofing  that  yop  are  adually 
evety  hour  exulting  over  tbem^  vridi 
your  man,  in  the  fuccefs  of  it. 

They  all  pretend  now,  that  yoor 
trial  of  Wednefday  was  to  be  the  bft. 

Advantage  would  indeed,  my  mo- 
ther owns,  have  been  taken  ot  youc 
Yielding,  if  you  had  yielded.  Bat 
Qad  you  not  been  to  be  prevailed  upon, 
thev  would  have  given  up  their  fbbeme^ 
ana  taken  yoiir  promife  tor  reiiounciii|gr 
Lovelace— Believe  theiq  who  vrill  i 

They  own,  howeveVt  that  n  mini* 
fter  was  to  be  preient— Mr.  Solmes  wsa 
to  be  at  hand— And  your  father  waa 
previoufly  to  try  his  authority  over 
yop,  in  order  tio  make  yoa  figs  tfic 
iettlemenfis— All  of  it  a  romantick. 
contrivance  of  your  wild-hcaded  fboK 
ifli  brother,  t  make  no  dovbt.  Is  it 
likely  that  heand  liell  would  have  givcis 
way  tp  yonrreftoration  to  favour,  fop- 
pobngit  in  their  power  to  bin4er  it,  on 

any 
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any  Other  terms  thtii  thofe  xhtk  hcirt» 
M  been  (6  long  fct  open  f 

How  they  took  your  flight,  when 
they  found  it  out,  may  be  beffer  fup- 

Your  f2^p|3%i^  ftoDf  wa«  the 
M  that  f  I  Spill  St  IBllte)  %ipitner 
Houfe,  niWI»^W ISqiffitt  fth  thM 
their  Tc  >rch  %«*  o?err  Betty  followd  J 
tcr;  and  thry  uot  finding  you  thtrc, 
went  on  towards  the  calcidc,  accoiil- 
ln^  ta  a  1tin|  fif  yOUn. 

RemniiDgbythifirdfn-door,  they 
met  a  fefvixOt  [Tbiy  don't  j'ny^  it  ivaj 
that  Jcfift  Lemani  huf  ii  'wuttyiihek 
that  i!  tijoi  ttr}  ftinnirig,  ai  Ke  faia, 
ffDHi  purfuiRg  Mr.  Lovebce  (a  great 
hcdg«  ^ake  in  his  hindu  and  out  gf 
brcaih)  to  alai  Ai  the  family. 

If  rt^rc  thji  fellow,  and  if  he  wffe 
emfiloyed  in  the  double  agency  of 
chrAtin^  them,  and  ehcati  fi|r  youi  what 
Ehall  «e  think  uf  ihe  vreicli  you  a<r 
'^I'h  '^Run  away  from  him,  my  desr, 
it  io-'^Wo  matter  to  whom— or  mariy 
him,  ifyb^  %t|inot.  ^r: 

Yoivauiit  ftid  all  your  ^miljr  were 
accor^Jjbglf  "Smrmed  by  this  fdUcnv-. 

er;  iM, 


Tbeyg#tt 
ran  to 


_  whffia^^, 
of  inte^icw:  v)d 


ibme  of  thta  ^  fara«  to  tie  track  <  of 
the  charioli.«»ttels,  withofit  ftopping. 
And  bayinj^3>^rd  the  m«n*<  tale  upon 
tbefpot,  as^raijaiii^tafion,  a  mu- 
tual upbraSi^,  flMl  *je,  and  grief, 
were  echoeid  ixpnrijkf'dfnefTnt  perfoirs, 
Keording<o^irJ938nTntttmperfl  and 
conceptions.  And  Ihey  rehirnedlike 
fools  a»thty5»B*nt^ 

Your  MroAfr,l|^^t>rdered  horfes 
and  armed  meti  1^  'hi'  got  read  v.  for  a 
purfuit.  Solmes  and  your  uncle  ToAy 
were  tp  be  of  the  f>any.  But  your 
mothefM|y<wr  aunt  Rervey  diiTuaded 
thtm  ^itf  if,  for /car  of  adding  evil  to 
{evil;  li^^Of^lUli^Vtit  Lovelace  had 
taken  Jlwrea^;  ftlpport  himfelf  in 
what  itM|  doacf  and  efpecially  wbeit 
the  ferytfit^cUred,  that  he  faw  yoti 
ran  vififh  hitti^lt  iadt  a$  you  could  fet 
foot  t<ijJie:ground-,  and  that  there  were 
ftveral  armed  inen  on  horfeback  it  a 
pnalldiftanc^ofl 

#        » 

Mr  mother's  alifenre  wtis  owing  to 
her  fuipicion,  that  the  Knollys's  were 
to  affift  in  our  correfpondence.  She 
made  them  a  vifit  upon  it.  She  dots 
fvery  thing  at  once,    ^nd  they  ha^c 


pr^railM,  that  bo  more  letters  thai]  be 
kftther^y  without  facr  khowledge. 

But  Mr.  Htckmin  has  engaged  on* 
Filma^,  a  hulbtndnian  in  the  Jane  wt 
cnU  Fiiich  Lane,  near  tis,  to  reedft 
them.  Thither  you  will  be  plemfed  m 
direft  yourt,  unjler  Cover,  to  Mr. 
John  Sobertoni  iJSU  Mr.  Rickmam 
Jtmnfclf  will  call  for  them  there j  and 
^refball  leave  mlfS^  It  goet  agi^nf 
mt  too,  ta^makt  Vim  lb  uffcful  to  me., 
«>-He  looks  already  To  proud  upon  itf« 
^i  (hall  have  him  [Who  kn4N»^?} 
gtte  htmfclf  airs. — |:fe  bad  beft  cohf -  I 
4rr,  that  the  favour  he  has  been  lon^ 
aiming  at,  may  put  him  mto  a  fcry 
dangerous,  a  very  tlcklifk  lituadon. 
Re  that  can  obUge,  may  |fi|bbli^e^-« 
Happy  for  fome  pc<]^  not  tt>  have  it  i* 
their  power  to  ottendl 

I  will  have  jpaeionce,  iT  I  can,  iar  m 
while,  to  fee  if  thefe  bufttings  in  my 
mother  will  fubfide— But  upon  my 
word,  I  win  not  long  bear  this  ufage. 

Sometimes  I  am  ready  to  th?nk,  that 
my  mother  carries  it  thus  on  purp^^fe  l« 
tire  me  out,  and  to  make  me  the  fooner 
tnarr)'.  If  I  iind  it  to  be  To,  and  that 
Hickman,  in  order  to  make  a  merit 
with  me,  is  in  the  lOwplot,  I  wiH  ne« 
ver  bear  him  in  my  fight. 

Plotting  wretch,  at  f  Joubt  your 
mnn  is,  !•  wi^  to  Heaven  that  yoti 
were  married,  that  you  might  brayp 
them  all*  and  not  be  forced  to  hide 
yourielf,  and  be  huiYied  from  one  iii- 
convenicnt  place  to  another.  I  ctiarap 
you,  omit  not  to  lay  hold  oh  any  $an^ 
ibme  opportunity  that  may  ofllbr  fdr 
that  purpofe.  ' 

Here  again  comes  my  mother* 
#        # 

We  look  mighty  glum  upon  ea^ 
other,  lean  tell  you.  She  liad  not  beft 
Harlo'we  me  at  this  rate— I  won*t  bear 
it. 

I  have  a  vafl  deal  to  write.     I  know 
not  what  to  write  firft.    Yet  my  mind 
Js  full,  and  ready  to  run  over.    ' 

I  am  got  into  a  private  corner  of  the 
garden,  to  be  (^t  of  her  way.— Lord 
£elp  thefe  mothers!— T>o  thcy  think 
they  fcan  prevent  l  daughter's  writing, 
or  doing  any-thing  fhe  has  a  mind  to 
clo,  by  fufpicion,  watchfulnefs,  and 
fcolding?t-They  had  better  place  a 
confidence  in  one  by  half— A  generoui 
m^nd  fcorns  to  abuie  a  generous  confi<^ 
dence. 

You  have  a  nice,  a  very  nice  part  fo 
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a£l  with  this  wrelch-^Whp  yet  has,  I 
think,  but  one  pUin  |>Ath  before  him. 
2  pity  you — But  yoa  muft  .niake  the 
lieft  of  the  lot  you  have  been  foiced  to 
^raw.  Yet  I  fee  your  difiicuhies. — 
But  if  be  do  not  offer  to  abufe  your 
confidence,  I  would  have  you  fiem  at 
]ea(l  to  place  fome  in  him. 

If  you  think  not  of  marrying  foon, 
X  approve  of  your  refolution  to  fix 
fomewhere  out  of  his  reach.  And  if 
he  kiK)v«r  not  where  to  find  you,  fo 
much  the  better.  Yet  I  verily  believe, 
tbey  would  force  you  back,  could  they 
b»it  conoe  at  you,  if  they  were  not 
afraid  of  him, 

I  think,  by  all  means,  you  ihoulJ 
demand  of  both  your  truftees  to  be  put 
in  poflenion  of  your  own  eitaie.  Mean 
time  I  have  fixty  guineas  at  your  fer- 
vice.  I  beg  you  will  command  them. 
Before  tlicy  ai-e  vone,  1*11  take  care  you 
iball  be  further  Supplied.  Idon*tthink 
you*ll  have  a  (billing  or  a  ihilling*s 
-xvorth  of  your  own  from  your  rela- 
tions, unlefs  you  extort  it  from  them. 

As  they  believe  you  went  away  ^y 
vour  own  confcnt,  ihcy  are,  it  Teems, 
equally  furprized  and  glad  that  you 
have  left  your  jewels  and  money  behind 
vou,  and  have  contrived  for  cloaths  fo 
ill.  Very  little  likelihood  this  fliews 
of  their  anfwering  your  requclts. 

Indeed  cvery-one  who  knows  not  what 
lit»X(;know,muitbe  ata  lofs  to;iccount 
for  y^ur  flight,  as  they  will  call  it. 
And  how,  ray  dear,  can  one  report  it 
with  any  tolerable  advantage  to  yon  ? 
^To  fay,  you  diJ  not  intend  it  when 
you  met  him,  who  will  believe  ii> — to 
i'ay,  that  a  perfon  of  your  known  iiea- 
dinefs  and  pun£lilio  was  oijer-ferfuaded 
when  you  gave  him  the  meeting,  how 
will  that  found? — To  fay,  you  were 
tricked  out  of  yourfelfy  and  people  were 
to  give  credit  to  it,  how  dilreputable! 
—And  while  unmarried^  and  j^f/  ivith 
hintt  the  roan  a  man  of  fuch  a  charac- 
ter, what  would  it  not  lead  a  cenfuring 
world  to  think  ? 

I  want  to  fee  how  you  put  it  in  your 
letter  for  your  cloaths. 

As  you  may  depend  upon  all  the  lit- 
tle fpiteful  things  they  can  ofter,  in- 
ftead  of  fending  what  you  wiite  for, 
pray  accept  the  fum  I  tender.  What 
will  feven  guineas  do?— And  I  will 
6hd  away  to  fend  you  alfo  any  of  piy 
cloaths  and  linen  for jprefent  fupply..  I 
beg,  my  dear  ClariiTa^  that  you  will 


n^t  put  your  Anna  Howe  tipoji  a  f<Mt 
with  Lovelace,  in  refuting  to  acceptof  , 
my  offer.  If  you  do  not  oblige  me,  I 
ihall  be  apt  iq  think  that  you  rather  in- 
cline to  be  obliged  to  hinit  than  to  fa« 
vour  me.  And  if  I  ^nd  this,  I  fliall 
not  know  how  to  reconcile  it  with  your 
delicacy  in  other  refpciVs. 

Pray  inform  nie  of  every  thing  that 
pailes  between  you  and  him.  My  cares 
for  you  (however  needle(s,  from  your 
own  prudencc)m3ke  mcwi(hyoutocofu> 
tinua  to  be  very  minute.  If  any-thing 
x}ccur  that  you  would  tell  me  of  if  I  weie 
prefent^  fail  not  to  put  it  down  in 
writing,  although,  from  your  natural 
di0idf  nee,  it  (hould  not  appear  to  you 
altogether  fo  worthy  of  your  pen,  or 
of  my  knowing.  A  Itander-by  may 
fee  more  of  the  game  than  one  that 
plays.  Great  con fcqucnces,  likegreai 
i<^iks,  generally  owe  their  greatncls  t» 
fmall  caufes,  and  little  incidents. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  do  not  now  think 
it  is  in  your  power  to  difmifs  him  whea 
▼ou  pleafe.  I  apprized  you  before- 
band,  that  it  would  not.  I  repeit 
therefore,  that  were  I  you,  I  would  at 
leaft  feem  to  place  ibme  confidence  in 
him.  So  long  as  he  is  decent,  you 
may.  Very  vifiblyohfervable,  toiuch 
delicacy  as  yours,  muft  be  that  beha- 
viour in  him,  which  will  make  him  un- 
worthy oi  fome  confidence. 

Your  rehtions,  according  to  what 
old  Antony  fays  to  my  mother^  2nd  Jhe 
to  nie,  (by  way  of  threatening,  that 
you  will  not  gain  your  fu pooled  ends 
upbn  them  by  your  flight)  leemto  ex- 
pe£l  that  you  will  throw  yourfelf  into 
Lady  Betty's  prote^ion;  and  that  (he 
will  offer  to  mediate  for  you:  and  thqr 
vow,  that  they  wiU  never  heaiken  to 
any  terms  of  accommodation  that  ihall 
come  from  that  quarter.  They  might 
ipeak  out,  and  i*av»  from  aitj  quarfer^ 
for  I  dare  aver,  that  your  brother  and 
filler  will  not  let  them  cool—- At  leaft,  . 
till  their  uncles  have  made  fuchdifpo- 
fitions,  and  perhaps  your  father  too, 
as  they  would  have  them  make.         . 

As  this  letter  will  apprize  you  of  aft 
alteration  in  the  place  to  which  you 
muft  dire6^  your  next,  I  icnd  it  by  » 
friend  of  Mr.  Hickman,  who  mav  be 
depended  upon.  He  has  bufmeit  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Mrs.  Sorliogs^ 
and  he  knows  her.  He  will  return  to 
Mr.  Hickman  th's  night;  uid  bring 
back  any  letter  you  Oiall  have  ready  tp 
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(end,- or  can  get  rcitiy.  It  i«fTioon«i 
light.  He'll  not  mini  waiting  for  you. 
1  chnfe  not  to  fend  by  any  of  Mr.  Hiok  - 
man's  fenrantt—- at  prei'cnt,  however. 
Every  hour  is  now,  or  may  be^  im- 
jtortant;  and  may  make  an  altention 
n  your  lefol  at  tons  neccffary. 

I  hear  at  this  indant,  my  mother 
oiling  about  her,  and  putting  every- 
liody  into  motion.  She  will  foon,  I 
f'lppoi'e,  mnke  mg  and  My  employment 
the  fubjc6is  ot  her  enquiry. 

Adieu,  my  dear.  May  Heaven 
preTcnre  you«  and  reftore  you  with  ho- 
nour as  unfullied  as  your  mind  to  your 

Anna  Howe. 


LETTER    V. 

UtSS  CLARISSA  HA1tL6WE,T0  MISS 
HOWE. 

TIIVR8DAT   ArTERNOOV,  ArtXL  1)* 

I  Am  infinitely  concerned,  my  ever* 
dear  and  ever  kind  friend,  that  I  am 
the  iid  pccation  of  the  difpjcafure  be- 
tween your  mother  and  you.— How 
many  perfona  have  I  made  unhappy  1 

Had  I  not  to  confole  my  felt,  that 
my  error  is  not  owing  to  wicked  preci* 
pitatioD,  I  ihould  )>e  the  moft  mifera- 
bie  of  all  cieatures.  As  it  is,  I  am 
enough  puniflied  in  the  hfs  of'  my  cba^ 
racier^  more  valuable  to  me  than  my 
life;  and  in  the  crtui  doubts  and  per- 
pUxilies  which,  confli6Ving  with  roy 
hopes,  and  each  geiring  the  viftory  by 
turns,  harrow  up  my  foul  between 
nicm. 

I  think,  however,  that  you  (hould 
abey  your  mother,  and  decline  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  me;  at  leaft  for  the 
prefent.  Take  care  how  you  fail  into 
my  error;  for  that  htgun  iviib  carrying 
mi  apvbtbited  correJpoHdence-y  a  covre- 
Ijpondeiice  which  I  thought  it  in  my 
power  to  difcontinue  at  pleafure.  My 
talent  is  fcribbling*,  and  I  the  readier 
U\\  into  this  freedom,  as  I  found  de- 
light in  writing;  having  motives  too, 
which  I  thought  laudable^  and^  at 
one  time,  the  permiiGon  of  all  my 
friends;  to  write  to  him  *. 

Yet  as  to  this  correfpondence,  what 
hart  could  arife  from  it,  if  your  mo- 
ther could  be  prevailed  upon  to  permit 


it  to  be  continued  ?*->So  much  pnidenee 
and  difcretion  as  you  have;  and  yoo, 
in  writing  tome,  lying  under  no  temp* 
tstion  of  following  Ho  bad  an  example^ 
as  I  have  fet— -My  letters  too  occafion- 
ally  filled  with  lelfacctiratfon. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear,  moft  cordially 
T  thank  you,  for  your  kind  ofFrrs. 
You  may  be  diTured,  that  I  will  fooner 
be  beholden  to  you,  than  to  any.bodf 
living.  To  Mr.  Lovelace  the  laft. 
Do  nut  therefore  think,  that  bv  declin- 
ing  youi-  favours,  I  have  an  mtention 
to  lay  myfelf  under  obligation  to  him. 

I  am  willing  to  hope  (notwithftand- 
ing  what  you  write)  that  my  friends 
will  fend  me  my  little  money,  together 
with  my  cloaths.  They  are  too  conti- 
derate,  fome  of  them,  at  leaft,  to  per> 
mit  that  I  ihould  be  put  to  fuch  ioiu 
difficulties.  Perhaps,  they  will  not  be 
in  hafte  to  oblige  me.  But  if  not,  I 
cannot  yet  want.  I  believe  you  think, 
I  muft  not  diiputewith  Mr.  Lovelace 
the  cxpences  ot  the  road  and  lodgings, 
till  I  can  get  a  fixed  abode.  But  \ 
hope  foon  to  put  an  end  even  to  thofe 
fort  of  obligations. 

■  Small  hopes  indeed  of  a  reconcilia- 
tion from  your  abcounfc  of  mv  uncle*s 
villt  to  your  mother,  in  order  to  fet 
her  again  li  an  a Imoft- friend  lefs  crea- 
ture whom  once  he  loved!  But  is  it  not 
'  my  duty  to  try  for  if^  Ought  I  to  widen 
my  error  b^  obftinacv  and  refentmenr, 
becaufe  of  thrir  reicntmcnt;  which 
muft  appear  reafonable  to  them,  as 
they  fuppofe  roy  flight  premeJiuted; 
and  as  they  are  made  tq  believe,  that  1  ' 
am  capable  of  triumphing  in  it,  and 
€11  fr  them,  with  the  man  they  batef 
When  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to 
reftore  inyfelt'  to  their  favour,  I  ftiall 
have  the  leis  to  reproach  myfelf  with. 

Thefe  cnnflderations  make  me  waver 
about  following  your  advice,  in  rela- 
tion to  mairiagc;  and  the  rather,  as  he 
is  to  full  of  complaifance  with  regard 
to  my  former  conditions,  which  he 
calls  my  injun^ions.  Nor  can  I  now« 
that  my  friends,  as  you  inform  me, 
have  fo  ftrenuouily  declared  againftac^ 
cepting  of  the  mediation  of  the  ladies  cf 
Mr.  Lo<vflace*s  family,  put  myfelf  in- 
to  their  prote^ion,  nnlefs  I  am  refolvcd 
to  give  up  all  hopes  of  a  reconciliation 
with  my  own. 

Yet  if  any  happy  introdu5lion  could 
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h^  tlkOQght  of  to  effeft  this  ddtraUc 
purpofe,  how  fiiali  terms  be  propofed 
to  my  father,  while  this  man  is  with 
me,  or  near  me  ?  On  the  other  hand, 
lhou]d  they  in  his  abfence  get  me  back 
by  force,  (and  this,  you  are  of  opinion, 
they  would  attempt  to  do,  but  in  fear 
of  him)  how  will  their  fevereft  a£(s  of 
compulfion  be  juftifted  by  my  flight 
from  them!  —  Meanwhile,  to  what 
cen  Aires,  as  you  remind  me,  do  I  ex* 
pofe  myfirlf,  while  he  and  I  are  toge- 
ther, and  unmarried  1— Yet  fCan  I 
with  patience  aflc  the  queftion  f]  is  it 
immypotvir  /*— O,  m  v  dear  Mifs  Howel 
And  am  I  fo  redoceo,  as  that,  to  fave 
the  poor  remains  of  my  reputation  in 
the  world's  eye,  I  mnttnvaicb  thegra' 
tims  motion  from  this  man*s  lips  ? 

Were  my  couiin  Morden  in  Eng- 
land, all  might  ftill  perhaps  be  deter- 
mined happily. 

If  no  other  mediation  than  his  can 
be  procured  to  fet  on  foot  the  wiflied- 
for  reconciliation,  and  if  my  ittaation 
with  Mr.  Lovelace  alter  not  in  the  in- 
terim, I  muft  endeavour  to  keeomyfelf 
in  a  ftate  of  independence  till  he  ar- 
rive, that  I  may  be  at  liberty  to  govern 
myfelf  by  his  advice  and  dire^ion. 

I  will  acquaint  you,  as  you  deiire, 
with  all  that  pafles  between  Mr.  Love- 
lace  and  me.  Hitherto  I  have  not  dif. 
covered  any-thing  in  his  behaviour  that 
is  *very  exceptionable.  Yet  I  cannot 
.  iay,  that  I  think  the  rt(^6L  he  (hews 
me,  an  eafy,  unreftratned,  and  natural 
relpejl,  although  I  can  hardly  tell 
where  the  fault  is. 

But  he  has  doubtlefs  an  arrogant  and 
encroaching  fpirit.  Nor  is  he  {o  polite 
as  his  education,  and  other  advantages, 
might  have  made  one  expe£^  him  to  be. 
He  feems,  in  ftiort,  to  be  one,  who 
has  always  had  too* much  of  his  own 
will  to  ftudy  to  accommodate  bimielf 
to  that  of  others. 

As  to  the  placing  of  (bme  confidence 
in  him,  I  fliall  be  as  ready  to  take  yoor 
advice  in  this  particular,  as  in  all 
others,  and  as  he  will  be  to  deferve  it. 
But  tricked  anvay  as  I  was  by  him, 
not  only  againft  /»y  judgment^  but  my 
incUnaxian^  can  it/,  or  any  body ^  ex- 
pe6^,  that  I  fliould  immediately  treat 
him  with  complaifance,  as  tf^I  ac- 
knowledged obligation  to  him  for  car- 
rying me  away?*<*Jf  I  did,  mull  he 
not  either  think  me  a  vile  difTcmbler 


b^W€  he  gained  that  point,  or  4^- 
'wardtf 

Indeed,  indeed,  my  dear,  I  oooM 
tear  my  hair,  on  reconfiderinr  what 
3roo  write,  (as  to  the  probability  that 
thedreadedWednefday  was  more  dread- 
ed than  it  needed  to  be)  to  think,  that 
I  iliould  be  thus  tricked  by  this  min; 
and  that,  in  all  likelihood,  through 
his  vile  agent  Jo&ph  Leman.  So  pre- 
meditated and  elaborate  a  wickeiioeTi 
as  it  muft  be!-*Muft  I  sot,  nmthftuh 
^  a  tman^  be  wanting /»  myfeif^  if  I  woe 
wot  jealous  and  vigilant  ?— -Yet  what  a 
life  to  live  for  a  fpirit  fo  ofetiy  and  na- 
turally y&  unfuj^cious^  as  mine? 

i  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Hickman  for 
the  aififtance  he  is  fo  kindly  ready  to 
pive  to  our  correfpondence.  He  is  fo 
uttU  likely  to  make  to  himielf  an  addi- 
tional merit  with  the  daughter  upon  ir, 
that  I  Ihall  be  very  forry,  if  be  rifqae 
any-thing  with  the  mother  by  it. 

I  am  now  in  a  ftate  of  obligatioo : 
lb  muft  reft  fatisiied  with  whatever  I 
cannot  help.  Whom  have  I  the  pow- 
er, once  fo  precious  to  me,  of  oblig- 
ing?—What  I  mean,  my  dear,  is,  that 
I  ought,  perhaps,  to  expef^,.  that  my 
iniuences  over  you  are  weakened  by 
my  indifcretion.  Neverthelefs,  I  will 
not,  if  I  can  help  it,  defert mjfelf^  nor 
give  up  the  privilege  you  ufed  to  allow 
me,  of  telling  you  what  I  think  of 
fuch  parts  ot  your  conduA  as  I  may 
not  approve. 

You  muft  permit  me  therefore,  fe- 
veie  as  your  mother  is  againft  an  node- 
figntng  offender,  to  fay,  that  I  think 
your  livelinefs  to  her  inexcufable— To 
pafs  over,  for  this  time,  what  never- 
thelefs concerns  me  not  a  Utile,  the 
free  treatment  you  almoft  iudifaimi^ 
nateh  giv«  to  my  relations. 

It  you  will  not,  for  your,  datfs 
fitkt,  forbear  your  tauntings  and  im- 
patience,  let  me  befeech  vou,  that  yon 
will  for  iwnr/.— «$ince  otnerwtle,  your 
mother  may  apprehend,  that  my  cx- 
ampfe,  like  a  leaven,  is  working  itielf 
into  the  mind  of  her  beloved  daughter. 
And  may  not  fuch  an  apprebenfion  g^fc 
heran  in^econcileabledilpleftfnre  againft 

I  inclofe  the  copy  of  mv  letter  to  my 
lifter,  which  you  are  denrous  to  lee. 
Yon  will  obferve,  that  altbougb  I  hate 
not  demanded  my  eftate  in  Ibnn,  aad 
of  my  truftces,  yet  that  I  hare  hinted 

at 
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It  kmrt  to  ffttiKt  to  it.  II«w  yojMly 
would  1  keep  aij  word»  if  tbcy  wouM 
accept  •£  &e  offer  I  renew !— It  was 
not  pTOper,  I  believe  you  will  thinks 
M  many  accountSt  to  owa  that  I  was 
carried  off  affainft  my  fncltnation.  I 
am»  my  deareft  frieiid,jpff»r  iveT'^yiiged 

Cl»  HiWltLOW». 


I^ETTER   VI. 

TOMld  AEABBLLA  HARbOWl. 

(lNCtOSl»T9MXSt  HOWE  XH  TNArES- 
CKOIKC] 

•  T.  AJbBAM*t>  AFE.  Ilk 
MY  DKAft  SttTSKy 

IHav^  I  coiife&»  been  guilty  of  aa 
t^itm  wbtck  carries  with  it  arrafli 
aad  uMucilii}  appearanee.  And  I 
ftottld  have  tliou^  k  aa  iaexculabJe 
ooea  hid  I  been  iifed  with  left  iererity 
thaa  i  Jiare  been  of  latej  aad  hadi  not 
I  toOgmtfcalbntoapprelieiKlythatlwat 
I  10  l^iaade  a  facrifice  to  a  man  I  coold 
not  bear  to  think  of.  But  what  ti 
doac^  is  4one— Karhapa  I  could  wiih 
k  had  110%  andthat  I  bad  tnifted  to  tfaa 
teleatill^f  m^  dear  aad  hoaonred  pa* 
Mbit.*- Vet  this  from  no  other  motivai» 
bat  tfaofdof  duty  tothem^-»*Toarhoai 
lamieady  toretuii«»(if  Imay  not  be 
permifteii  to  Mtin  to  TA«  Grw/e)  on 
OofiditioiU  whkh  1  befora  offiucd  to 
eomplywftb. 

Nor  ibail  i  be  ia  any  fort  «f  depend 

dence  upon  the  pcrfon  by  wbolb  meant 

I  have  tifcen  um  tndj  reluBwii /lef^ 

■    ioconfifteat  wath  any  feafoaablft  ei^ 

sagBMcnll  ihail  ester  into»  if  I  amnoO 

tether  pfodpilated.    Let  me  not  havtf 

it  to  fay,  now  at  this  important  crifia  ^ 

that  I  im^t  a  fiiler»  but  not  a  ^nd  inr 

that  fitter.    My  repiitat3on»  dearer  tb 

ne  than  Hfe^  ( wh;itevtr  jben  ma^  ianr**' 

I    aiae  fimoathe  ftep  I  have  taken)  ta  fuf- 

I    firing.    Afiktie  lenity  wiU#  even  yet^ 

ia-a  garatmiutAive^  reftore  it»  and  make 

;    dtet  pflda.  Ibr  a  -temporary  milnndefh. 

I    AaAdiag4ui)y».  wbiob.otheiwiiis  will  he 

I    a  tain  aa  dtorabk  as  lil«»  upon  a  ci«a. 

!    tare  whohaa  alaeady  be^  treated* widy 

!   ffOX  tmkhubuif^  to  ufe  no  harfher  a 

i    Viard* 

For  your  ow«ii  iake  thcreibrey.  for  mjr 
hndier*afaiLe»>  b)i  vfhain  (i  moft  iay> 
T  have  btea^  thus  pretipiteted,  and  for 
liltte  feMailyTsiaka^iaggiavatc  notoijr 


faaU»<  if>  oa  recolleAing  every-thin^» 
yon  ^ah  it  ooei  nor  by  widening  the 
unhappy  difference^  cnpofe  a  lifter  for 
evtv>— reayajwar  tjft&imuU^ 

CL.HARLdWE*. 

t  flwU  take  it  fora  very  greatfavoori 
V>  have  my  oloatha  diat^  ien| 
me*  together  with^  fifty  guinfaa, 
which  yo«  will  find  in  my  efcri* 
totre;  (of  which  I  incWie  thekcy) 
aa  alio  the  diviairy  and  milccU 
kov  cMTta  of  mtf  little  Ubtaryi 
and,  if  it  be  thought  fit,  my  jew* 
ela«-Direaed  forwi^^ « To^  be  left* 
«  till  called  for,  at  Mr..or^fad*% 
*  near  Soho  Si^uaxv.* 


LBTTBR    VII. 

MaV   1.0VALA€E»  TO  JOHN   JljlL- 
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laft  /r//rr,  (No.  III.)  gwu  m 
Oeeamtt  U  bu  fiimd  (ffHi^  mmth 
io  tbefiiUm  ^$&^muh  tbt  ia^'s} 
qf  «/l  tint  p^ed:  htt^wim  tbem  «f 
$b9  vMit^  m  $k4  j^imuyt  mud  idf 
#A»>  faeitig  M  Mrs.  Swli^H 
Va  tftPVAf  repfiiHon^'  ihofif  p4^gM 
ar  bit  narpotin/e  sri  ea^  tMffiS^ 
giy  wbkA  wiU/fr^M  U  tmb$JliJk 
htifs^  to  apift  bis  vit^j^  w  /»  4iA 
flay  the  bumoroup  taknt  bs  «v4l 


dt  tbfh^  digbtin^  at  ibt  mn  M  SU 
JHbtmU  Off  Mmdaj  rngbt,  tbm  b4 

i 
TwE  people  who'came  about  \»,  a«' 
we  alighted,  feenHkl,  by  ^htir  jaw- 
failen/  facev  and  goggling  eye»,  to 
woodeitat^b^olding  a  charming  young 
kaly»  mafcfty  in  her  air  and  af'pei^,  To 
compofedly  drcffcd,  yet  with  fcatureo 
Co  ctircompofed,  come  off  a  journey 
«Fhich^had'mtKle  the  cattle  fmoke,  and 
thaferwuits  fweat.  I  lead  their  curio- 
fity  in  their  faces,  and  my  beloved'a 
uneafinefs  in  hers.  She  cail  a  con- 
fcioua  glance^  aa  Ihe  alighted,  upon 
her  hahat^which  waa  ae  habits  and  re- 
pnlfively,  aa  I  may  fay,  quitting  my. 
afiifting  hand*  hurxied  into  the  houfe. 
♦••♦.. 

Ovid  wa?  not  a  greater  mafter  of  me- 
S  f         tamorpholea 
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tamorpbolks  than  tfiy  fncndl.  T^th* 
miftreisof  the  hdufe  I  mibnrly  ehanjeed 
her  into  a  fifter;  brought  off  hf  fur* 
prize  from  a  near  relation'^  (Mrhere-flic 
had  wintered)  to  prevent  her  marrying 
a  confounded  rake  [I  love  always  to 
eo  as  near  the  truth  as  I  can]  whom 
her  fathei-  and  mother,  1ier  eldeft  After, 
and  all  her  loving  uncles,  aunts,  and 
cou'fins,  abhorred.  This  accounted 
fot  my  charmer's  espefted  fuUens;  for 
her  difpleafure  when  ihe  was  to  join 
me  again,  were  it  to  hold;  for  her  un- 
fukable  drefs  vpon  the  road;  and,  at 
the  fame  tfme,  gave  her  a  proper  and 
feafonable  aflurance  of  my  honourable 
views. 

Vpen  tbi  debate  betnveen  tbe  laefyand 
bim,  and  particularly^  upon  that 
fart  'where  Jbe  upbraids  %im  nvitb 
putting  a  young  creature  upon  mak  - 
'1kg  afaerifice  rfber  duty  and cw- 
fcience^  b$  writes-mm 

All  thefe^  and  ftill  niore  mortifying 
things,  (he  faid. 

I  he^  her  in  iilenee.  But  when  it 
came  to  my  turn,  I  pleaded,  I  arsrued, 
I  anfwered  her,  as  well  as  I  eouid.— 
And  when  humility  would  not  do,  I 
jraifed  my  voice,  and  fufifered  my  eve 
to  fparkle  with  anger$  hoping  to  take 
advantage  of  that  fweet  cowardice 
Hrhtch  is  fo  amiable  in  the  fex,  and  to 
which  my  vi  Aory  over  tbia  proud  beauty 
it  principally  owin^. 

She  was  not  intimidated,  however}, 
and  was  going  to  rife  upon  me  in  her 
temper }  and  would  have  broken  in  m>- 
•n  my  defence.  Butwhen  a  man  talks 
to  a  woman  upon  fuch  fubje£l8,  let  her 
he  ever  fo  mueh  in  alt^  *tis  ftrange,  if 
he  cannot  throw  out  a  tub  to  the  whale; 
»-that  18  to  fay,  if  he  cannot  divert 
her  from  refenting  one  bold  thing,  by 
tittering  fwo  or  three  full  as  bold;  but 
for  which  more  favourable  interpreta- 
tions will  lie, 

7»  that  part,  where  Jbe  teUs  him  of 
tbe  d^adty  Jbe  made  to  correjpond 
fwitb  bim  at  firjf,  thus  be  'writes^ 

Very  true,  my  precious!— And  in- 
numerable have  been  the  difficulties* 
thou  haft  made  me  ftniggle  with.  But 
pne  day  thou  mayeft  wiib,  that  thou 
hid  ft  fpaied  this  boaft;  as  well  asthofe 
fober  prettjr  hau^htineiTeSi  That  (bou 


didft  not  rejeft  Solmcs  feravf  (hket  that 
fty  glory,  if  I  valued  myfelf  upon 
carrying  thee  off,  was  thy  ftiame;  that 
I  have  more  merit  with  myJelfihMXk  with 
thee,  or  any-body  elfej  [Wbdtt  a  tax^ 
eomb  Jbe  makes  me,  Jaci.f']  that  thoa 
wiiheft  thyfelf  in  thy  father's  houfe 
again,  ^whatever  ivere  to  be  tbe  amje^ 

rce.'i^lf  I  forgive  thee,  charmer, 
thefe  hints,  for  thefe  reflexions, 
for  thefe  wiffies,  for  thefe  contempts,  I 
am  not  the  Lovelace  I  have  been  re- 
puted  to  be;  and  that  thy  treatment  of 
me  (hews  that  thou  thinkeft  I  am. 

In  ftiort,  her  whole  air  throughout 
this  debate,  exprefled  a  majeftick  kind 
of  indignation,  which  implied  a  be- 
lieved fuperiority  of  talents  ovei*  the 
perfon  to  whom  fhe  fpeke: 

Thou  haft  heard  me  often  ei^tiata 
upon  thepitiful  figure  a  man  muft  make, 
whofe  wife  has,  or  believes  Ihe  hai, 
more  fenfe  than  himfelf.  A  thoufand 
reafons  could  I  ^ve  why  I  ought  not  to 
think  of  marrying  Mifs  Clarifla  Har- 
lowe:  at  leaft  till  I  can  be  fure,  that 
Che  loves  me  with  the  preference  I  muft 
expeft  from  a  wife. 

I  begin  to  ftagger  in  my  i«lblati«n8. 
Ever  averfe  as  I  was  to  the  Hyoseneal 
fiiackies,  how  eaftly  will  old pttjodices 
recur!  Heaven  give  me  the  heart  to  be 
honeft  to  my  dariflli !— There's  »pray. 
er,  Jack!  If  I  Ai^ld  not  be  heanJ, 
what  a  fad  thing  would  that  be,  for  the 
moft  adfutrable  of  women!— Yet,  as  I 
do  not  often  trouble  Heaven  with  my 
prayers,  who  knows  but  this  may  be 
granted^ 

,  But  there  lie  before  me  foeh  charm- 
injg  difficulties,  fuch  fcenery  for  in* 
trigue,  for  ftratagem,  for  enurprixe— <> 
What  a  horrible  thing, that  my  talents 
point  all  that  way!— When  I  Icnow 
what  is  honourable  and  juft;  and  would 
almoft  wifti  to  be  honeft  >--'ifZiii^  I  fars 
for  fuch  a  varlet  am  I,  that  I  cannot  aJ* 
together  wifli  it,  for  the  fool  of  me!— « 
Such  a  triumph  over  the  «»hole  fee,  iF 
I  can  fubdue  this  lady!  My  naiden 
vow,  as  I  maj  call  it!— Fordid  not  the 
fex  begin  with  roe?<^And  does  thia 
lady  fpare  me  ?-««Thinkeft  thou.  Jack, 
that  I  fliould  have  fpared  my  rciebml^ 
had  I  been  fet  at  defiance  thus?— Her 
grandmother  befought  me,  at  firft»  Urn 
fpare  her  roJebud\  and  when  a  gni  ia 
put,  or  puts  berlelf,  into  a  maii*m 
power,  what  can  he  wiib  for  further^ 
ifhile  I  alwa^rs  cvnfidcrc^  oppofition 
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Md  refiftaDct  at  a  cluUeoge  to  do  my 
wortt*. 

Why,  why,  will  the  dear  creature 
take  Aich  pains  to  appear  all  ice  to  me? 
•~Why  wtJI  flie,  by  ber  pride,  awaken 
mine  ^— Haft  thou  not  feenjn  the  above, 
how  contemptibly  ihe  treats  raa?-— 
What  have  I  not  ru0ered  /or  her,  and 
even  from  her  ?— Ought  I  to  bear  be- 
ing told,  that  (he  v/ilfdefpifd  me,  if  I 
value  myfeif  above  that  odious  Solmesf 
Then  (be  cuts  me  ihort  in  all  my  ar- 
dours .  To  ifotvjidiiitjff  is  by  a  c u rfed 
turn  upon  me,  to  (hew,  that  there  is 
reaibn,  in  my  own  opinion,  for  doubt 
of  it.— The  very  fame  reflc^lion  upon 
me  once  before  f.  In  my  power^  or 
out  of  ny  power,  all  one  to  this  lady* 
— iSo,  Bclford,  my  poor  vows  are 
-  crammed  down  my  throat,  before  they 
can  well  riic  to  my  lips.  And  what 
can  a  lover  fay  to  hi's  miftrefs,  if  (he 
will  neither  let  him  ]yt  nor  fwear  ? 

One  linle  piece  of  arti6ce  I  had  re- 
cou rie  to:  when  (be  pu(bed  fo  hard  for 
me  to  leave  her,  I  made  a  requeft  to 
her,  upon  a  condition  (he  could  not  re* 
fufe;  and  pretended  as  much  ^titude 
upon  her  granting  it,  as  if  it  were  a 
favour  of  the  laft  confequence. 

And  what  was  this  }  but  to  promise 
what  (he  had  before  promi(ed,  never  to 
marry  any  other  man,  while  I  am  liv- 
ing, and  fmgle,  unkfs  I  (hould  give 
her  caufe  for  high  diCguft  againft  me. 
This,  you  know,  was  promifing  no- 
diing,  becaufe  (he  could  be  offended  af 
any  time,  and  was  to  be  the  fole  judge 
of  the  otfencc.  B ut  it  (hewed  her,  how 
reafuoable  and  juft  my  expeflations 
were;  and  that  I  was  no  encroacher. 

She  con  fen  ted;  and  afl^ed  what  fecu- 
rity  I  expected?  Her  wofd  only* 

She  eave  me  her  word:  but  I  be- 
(ought  her  excufc  forfealing  it.  And 
in  the  fame  moment  ((ince  to  have  wait- 
ed for  con  fen  t  would  have  been  adung 
for  a  denial)  fainted  her.  And,  be- 
lieve me,  or  not,  but,  as  I  hope  to 
live,  it  was  the  (irft  time  I  had  the 
ooorage  to  touch  her  charming  lips 
with  mine.  And  this  I  tell  thee,  Bel- 
ionly  that  that  finale  pre(rure  (as  mo- 
deftly  put  too,  as  if  I  were  as  much  a 
Tiigin  as  hcrfelf,  that  (he  might  not  be 
afraid  of  me  Another  time)  delighted 
me  iffkore  dUn  ever  I  was  delighted  by 
the  miiimatmm  with  any  other  woman* 


**-So  precious  do  awe,  reverence,  and 
apprehended  prohibition,  maiw  a  fa* 
voor! 

And  now,  Bdford,  I  am  only  afraid^ 
that  I  (hall  be  to9  cunnings  for  (he 
does  not  at  prefent  talk  enough  for  me* 
I  hardly  know  what  to  make  of  the  dcjil 
creature  yet. 

I  topt  the  brother*s  part  on  Monday 
night  bejforethe  landWyat  St.  Alban*S| 
a(king  my  fifter's  pardon  for  carrying 
her  qS  fo  unprepared  for  a  journey | 
prated  of  the  joy  my  father  and  mother^ 
and  all  our  friends,  would  have  on  re- 
ceiving her»  and  this  with  fo  many 
circum(iaoces,  that  I  perceived,  by  a 
loolc  (he  gave  me,  that  went  through 
my  very  reins,  that  I  had  gone  too  far* 
LapoWized  for  it  indeed  when  aionei 
but  could  not  penetrau  for  the  foul  of 
me,  whether  I  made  the  matter  better 
or  worfe  by  it« 

But  I  amof  toofrttnk  a  nature:  my 
fuccefs,  and  the  joy  I  have  becau(e  of 
the  jewel  I  am  half  in  po({e(fion  of, 
lias  not  only  unlocked  my  boibm,  but 
left  the  door  quite  open. 

This  is  a  confounded  dy  fex.  Would 
(he  but  fpeak  out,  as  I  do-^But  I  muft 
learn  reiervss  of  he^. 

She  muft  needs  be  wiprovided  of 
moneys  but  has  too  much  pride  to  ac<* 
ccpt  of  any  from  me,  I  would  have 
had  her  to  go  to  town,  [To  iown,  if 
fojilfk,  mtffttgei  btr  to  confmt  to  go\ 
in  order  to  provide  hericJf  with  the 
richeft  of  (ilks  which  that  can  afford* 
But  neither  is  this  to  be  aflcnted  to* 
And  yet,  as  my  intelligencer  acquaints 
me,  her  implacable  relations  are  re« 
folved  to  diftrcrs  her  all  they  can. 

Thefe  wretches  have  been  mu(|  gIo4 
riouilv  raving,  ever  (ince  her  flight| 
and  nill,  thank  Heaven,  continue  to 
rave;  and  will,  I  hope,  for  a  twelve* 
month  to  come.  Now,  at  laii,  it  ia 
my  day! 

Bittcrlv  do  thev  regret,  that  they 
permitted  her  poultry  vidts,  and  gar* 
den -walks,  which  gave  her  the  oppor* 
tunity  to  effect  an  efcape  which  they 
fuppofe  pi-econccrted.  For,  as  to  her 
dining  in  the  Ivy  Bower^  they  had  a 
cunning  deiign  to  adfwer  upon  her  in 
that  permiflion,  as  Betty  told  Jofeph 
her  lover  t. 

They  loft,  they  fay,  an  excellent 
pretence  for  confining  her  mort  clofely 


•See  Vol.  I.  Page  lo^    tSeeVoKU.PagniyS,    $  Vol.  II.  Letter  XLVI.  Par.  3$. 
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611  my  ttu^Mcmnig;  to  refeve  tier,  if 
they  otfercd  to  carry  her  aninft  her 
will  to  old  Antonyms  moated  Houfe  *• 
For  this,  at  I  told  thee  at  the  Uart, 
•ad  as  I  once  hinted  to  the  dear  crea- 
ture hcrfelf  f ,  they  had  it  in  delibera* 
lion  todo5  apprehendbtgi  thttlmi^t 
attempt  to  carry  her  off*,  either  with 
^r  without  htr  confent,  on  fome  one 
pi  thoieconrnvjod-atexcurfions. 

But  here  my  honeft  Jofrph,  who 
gave  me  the  informatignj  was  of  ad- 
mirable ferirtce  to  me.  I  had  taught 
him  to  make  the  HarJowes  beKeve,  that 
I  waa  as  communicative  tofn^fervants, 
as  their  ilupid  James  was  to  Jofeph^: 
jofeph,  as  tlrev  fuppofed,  by  tamper- 
ing with  Wili^,  got  all  my  lecrets, 
und  waa  acquainted  with  all  mv  mo- 
tions .  And  having  al fo  nndertiken  to 
watdk  all  thoie  of  4its  young  lady  ||,  the 
wife  family  were  fecure;  and  fo  was  my 
beloved ;  and  fo  was  I. 

I  once  had  it  in  my  liead,  (and  I 
hnntfd  it  to  thee  ^  in  a  former)  m  cafe 
fuoh  a  ^»p  ihoukl  be  neceflary,  to  atr 
tempt  to  carry  her  off  b]f  fnrprize  from 
the  Wood  Houfe;  as  it  is  remote  froip 
Hie  dwelling'houfe.  This  had  I  at* 
tempted,  I  (hould  certamly  haVe  ef* 
tdfted;  bT  the  help  of  the  confrater- 
nity: and  ft  wouM  havet>eenan«ftbn 
tvorthy  of  us  all.— But  Joftph's  con- 
fcience,  as  be  called  it,  ftood  in  my 
tfti^i  for  he  thought,  it  mufthave  been 
known  to  -be  done  by  hie  connivance. 
J  could,  I  dare  fay,  have  overcome 
this  fcruple,  as  tafily  as  I  did  many  of 
'  bis  ^berSf  had  I  not  depended  at  one 
time  upon  her  meeting  me  at  a  mid- 
night  or  late  hour;  [And,  if  fliefaad, 
Ihe  neveir  would  have  gone  back]  &t 
other  times,  -upon  the  cunning  fami- 
ly *«  doing  my  work  for  me,  equally 
againft' their  knowledge  or  their  wills. 
•  For  well  I  knew,  that  -James  and 
A  rabella  were  determined  pever  to  leave 
•fF  their  fo^tih  trials  and  provoca- 
tions, till,  by  tiring  her  out,  they  had 
cither  made  her  Solmcs't  wife,  or  goilty 
of  fbme  fuch  raflmefs  as  ihould  throw 
lier  forever  out  of  the  favour  of  both 
her  uncles;  though  they  had  too  much 


malice  in  tbeir  headt  to  intend  fervi<ft 
to  me  by  their  perfecutions  of  her, 

LETTER    VIII. 

MR.    LOVELACE,   TO  JOHN  BIL- 
P0R1>,  E8<^ 

IH    COKTINVATIOK« 

1  Obliged  the  dear  creature  highly,  I 
could  perceive,  by  bringing  Mrs. 
Greme  to  attend  hicr,  and  to  fulferthat 
good  womtn't  recommendationof  lodg- 
ings to  take  place,  on  her  refnfai  to  go 
to  Tbe  Lawn. 

She  muft  believe  all  my  views  to  be 
honourable,  when  I  had  provided  for 
her  no  particular  lodgings,  leaving  it 
to  her  choice,  whether  <he  would  go  to 
M.  Hall,  to  The  Lawn,  to  London,  or 
to  either  of  the  dowagers  of  my  fk- 
mtlv. 

^he  w&s  viiibly  pleafed  with  my  mo- 
tion of  putting  Mrs.  Greme  into  the 
chaife  with  her,  and  riding  on  horfe- 
back  myfelf. 

Some  people  would  have  been  ap- 
prehenfive  ot  what  migbtpafs  between 
her  and  Mrs.  Oreme.  But  as  all  my 
relations  either  know  or  believe  the 

iofiJce  of  my  intentions  by  her,  I  waa 
n  no  pain  on  that  account ;  and  the 
lefs,  as  I  have  been  always  above  hy- 
pocrify,  or  widiing  to  be  thought  bet* 
ter  than  I  am.  And  indeed,  what  oc- 
cafion  has  a  man  to  be  an  hypocrite, 
who  has  hitherto  found  his  views  ti^n 
the  fex  better  anfwered,  for  his  being 
known  to  be  a  rake?  Why,  even  my 
beloved  here  denied  not  to  correfpond 
with  me,  though  her  friends  had  taugbt 
her  to  think  me  a  libertine— -Who  then 
iKTOuld  be  trying  a  nev^  and  tuorfi  cha- 
«aer? 

And  then  Mrs.  Greme  is  a  pious 
matron,  and  would  not  have  been  biaf- 
fed  againft  the  truth  on  any  confidera- 
tion.  She  ufed  formerly,  while  there 
v^re  any  hopes  of  my  reformation,  to 
pray  for  me.  She  Wdly  continues 
the  ffood  cuftom,  I  doubt;  iV>r  her 
wqrthy  lord  makes  no  fcroplc,  occa- 


•  SeeV«KH.  Letter  XXXV.  and  Letter XXXVIIL  Parsgraph  t. 

t  Ibid.  UturXXXV.  Pvagrapfa  4.    See  alfo  Letter  XIV.  Paragraph  5. 

i  Ibid.  Utt»r  XLVL  Paragraph  6,  and  39. 

^  This  will  be  farther  explained  in  Uticr  XVlLof  this  Volam«. 

j  S«cVol.I.  Page  93,  loS. 

f[  Ibid.  Pa|ei09. 
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IwwMy  to  nwemgiinft  me  toman^  ^"^ 
aan,  wad  cbitd,  a«  chey  come  in  bi« 
way.  He  u  very  undvoifal,  at  thoU 
koovcft.  SiMvly^  I  may  fay  ib{  6iice 
all  teaet  are  rtci^rocal .  B«  t  for  Mrf . 
GfMM,  pear  HJoommMl  wbea  wj  lord 
has  the  ffovt,  and  ie  at  T4ie  Lawn, 
tad  the  €iia{»latfi  not  to  be  fo«ttd«  Am 
pfiye  liy  him,  «*  rcedt  a  chapter  to 
him  in  the  Bible,  «r  Ibme  •ther  good 


Wat  it  not  therefore  right,  to  intro* 
doce  fuch  a  good  Ibrt  of  woman  to  the 
dear  cirature ;  and  to  leave  them,  wt4h- 
em  iefiarvc,  to  their  own  ulk!— And 
lery  hvk(j  in  talk  I  law  they  were,  it 
they  rode;  mnd  ffit  it  tooj  lor  moft 
chirmsngly  slowed  my  cheeko. 

I  hope  I  £all  be  honeft,  I  once  more 
&ye  but  at  we  frail  mortatt  tire  not 
oor  own  maf  era  at  alt  timet,  I  mnA 
eadeareur  to  keep  the  dear  creature  un- 
aiifcehenfive,  until  I  can  ^  her  to  omt 
meaimmt^mai's  in  LomJou,  or  to  Ibmt 
9ibirfMftpU<€tber^,  Should  I,  iivth* 
intenot,  give  her  the  leaft  room  for  fu* 
Ipicaon;  or  offer  torvftrain  her;  (he  can 
make  ftier  appeals  to  ftrangert,  and  call 
the  country  in  upon  mej  and,  perhaps, 
throw  herfelf  upon  her  relations  on 
their  own  terms*  And  were  I  now  to 
loie  her,  how  unworthy  Ihould  I  be  to 
he  the  prince  and  leader  of  foch  a  con* 
Cratermty  as  oursi-^How  unable  to 
look  up  anong  men !  or  to  ihew  my 
^Ke  among  women  t 

As  things  at  prefers  (land,  flie  dare 
not  own,  chat  ibe  went  off  again  ft  her 
own  cottftnt)  and  I  have  uken  cart  to 
make  ail  the  hftplacubUt  believe,  that 
iie  cicaped  wkh  it. 

She  hat  received  an  aniwer  from 
MtisHowr,  to  the  letter  written  to  her 
fram  St.  Alban's^. 

Whatever  are  the  contents,  I  know 
not  I  but  the  was  drowned  in  ttars  on 
the  perufal  of  it.  And  I  am  the  fof- 
icier. 

Mifs  Howe  is  a  charming  crtafure 
too;  but  confoundedly  fmarr  and  ibirit- 
fil.  I  am  a  good  deal  afraid  of  her. 
Her  mother  can  hardly  keep  her  in .  I 
muft  continue  to  play  oft*  old  Jhttoiiyi 
^  mv  hntfijpfifby  upon  that  mother, 
in  eraer  toaianage  that  daughter,  and 
oblige  my  belpved  to  an  abfolnte  de- 
ptnJMwe  «pon  myfelf  f . 
'  Met,  Hows  it  impatient  of  oontra- 
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diaion.  Sv  is  Mifk.  A  |f«un|  lady 
who  is  fenMrte  that  i»e  has  alt  thema-* 
tcrnal  requifitet  herielf,  to  be  undtf 
maternal  controttl{<— fine  mond  for  a 
man  of  intrigue  to  buiM  upon !— A 
oiocher  over-notable  I  a  daughter  over- 
fenfible{  and  their  HicksMn,  who  m»^ 
•ver-neithers  biit  mertlyapaftivc^^ 

Only  that  I  have  an  objea  till  more 
defirable! 

Yet  how  vBhappv,  that  thele  tw« 
young  ladiet  lived  fo  near  each  other» 
and  are  fit  well  aoqaainied !  Ellh  how 
charmingly  might  I  havemanaged  than 
boiht 

But  M#  mam  cannot  have  every  wo« 
man  worlli  havings— Pity  though*-- 
when  the  oMn  it  fuch  a  irtRT  clever 
fellow! 


LETTER    IK. 

M».  LOVBLACC,    TO   lOHH   B£t- 
rOR»,   18^ 

IN  COSfTlMVATrOK. 

NEVER  wat  there  fuch  a  pair  of 
icribbling  lovert  as  we}  yet  per- 
haps whom  it  fo  much  eonecrns  to  keep 
from  each  other  what  each  writes.  6h« 
nvM't  have  anv-thing  eife  to  do.  I 
^vutld^  if  ftie'd  let  me.  I  am  not  re« 
formed  enough  for  a  hofband.— Ptf. 
/iMr/f/««iriM,  LordM.fayt.  Slm$ 
tmdfwrt^  it  another  of  hit  fentencet. 
If  I  had  not  a  great  deal  of  that  virtue, 
I  ftiould  not  have  waited  the  Harlowea 
own  time  of  ripening  into  ezecutioiv 
my  plott  ojpon  themielvet  and  tipoit 
iheir  goddeu -daughter. 

My  beloved  hat  been  writing  to  her 
laucy  friend,  I  believe,  all  that  hat  be- 
fallen her,  and  what  has  pafTed  between 
ut  hitherto.  She  will  poflibly  have  fkie 
fubjeftt  for  her  pen,  if  ftie  be  at  mi*, 
nute  at  I  am. 

I  would  not  be  fo  barbarous  at  to 
permit  old  Antony  to  fet  Mrt.  Howe 
againtl  her,  did  I  not  dread  the  conie- 
qncnces  of  the  correfpoadenoe  between 
the  two  young  ladies.  So  lively  die 
one,  fo  vigilant,  io  prudent  both,  who 
would  not  wiih  to  outwit  fuch  girls, 
and  to  be  able  to  twirl  them  round  hit 
finger? 

My  channer  has  written  to  her  iter 
for  her  cloaihs,  for  fome  goldj  and  for 


t  See  Vgl.  I.  p.  93. 
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fimie  of  her  bookie  What  books  can 
tell  her  more  thad*  flie  kno«^ )  But  / 
can.     So  (he  had  better  i^Aidy  me» 

She  mav  write.  She  muft  be  obliged 
to  me  at  lai^  with  all  her  pride.  Mift 
Howe  indeed  will  be  rejKiy  enough  to 
iiupplvher;  but  I  queftion,  whether  (he 
can  do  it  without  her  mother,  whoia 
aa.  coTetoua  as  the  grave.  And  my 
agent*s  agent,  old  Antony,  has  already 

E' Ven  the  mother  a  hint  which  will  make 
:r  jealous  of  picuniaries, 
\  Befides,  if  Mifs  Howe  has  money 
|)j  her,  I  can  out  her  mother  upon 
borrowing  it  of  her*,  nor  blame  me. 
Jack,  for  contrivances  that  have  their 
foundation  in  generofity.  Thou  know- 
eft  myfpirit;  and  that  I  fliould  be  proud 
to  lay  an  obligation  upon  my  charmer 
to  the  amount  of  half,  nay,  to  the 
whole  of  my  eftate.  Lord  M.  has  more 
for  me  than  I  can  ever  wiih  for.  My 
predominant  pafllion  is  girl,  not  goU^ 
nor  value  I  tbisy  but  as  it  helps  mc  to 
that,  and  gives  me  independence. 

I  was  farced  to  put  it  into  the  fweet 
novice^s  head,  as  well  for  my  fake  as 
for  tfrs  (left  we  ihould  be  traceable  by 
ber  direflion)  whither  to  dire5^  the 
lending  of  hercloaths,  if  they  incline 
to  do  her  that  fmall  piece  of  juftice. 

If  they  do,  I  ikall  begin  to  dread  a 
reconciliation;  and  muft  be  forced  to 
mufe  for  a  contrivance  or  two,  to  pre- 
vent it;  and  to  avoid  mifchief.  For 
that  (as  I  have  told  honen  Jofeph  Le- 
man)  is  a  |^eat  point  with  me. 

Thou  wilt  think  me  a  fad  fellow,  I 
doubt.  But  are  not  ail  rakes  fad  fel- 
lows'?— And  art  not  thou,  to  thy  little 
power,  as  bad  as  any  ?  If  thou  cloft  all 
that's  in  thy  head  and  in  thy  heart  to 
do,  thou  art  worfe  than  1\  for  I  do  not, 
I  aflure  you. 

I  propofed,  and  (he  confented,  that 
ber  cloatbs,  or  whatever  elfe  her  rela- 
tions ihould  think  fit  to  fend  her,  ihould 
be  dire6led  to  thy  cou£n  Ofgood's. 
Let  a  fpecial  meiTenger,  at  my  charge, 
bring  me  any  letter,  or  poruble  parcel, 
that  iball  come.  liF  not  poitable,  give 
me  notice  of  it.  But  thouUt  have  no 
itrouble  of  this  fort  from  her  relations, 
>  I  dare  be  fwom.  And  in  this  aiTu ranee, 
J.  will  leave  them,  I  think,  to  a6^  upon 
their  own  heads.  A  man  would  have 
so  more  to  anfwer  for  than  needs  muft. 

But  one  thing,  while  I  think  of  it; 
nvbi(b  U  of  gnat  importance  to  be  at* 
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UmJid  /0^-You  mail  beretlter  write  f# 
me  in  chara6ler,  as  I  fliaJl  do  to  yoa* 
It  would  be  a  confounded  thin?  to  be 
blown  up  by  a  train  of  myowouiytii|^« 
And  who  knows  what  opportuaitiea  a 
man  in  love  may  have  againfthimfelf  > 
In  chan|;tt>g  a  coat,  or  waiftcoat,  ibmc- 
tbing  might  be  foigotten.  I  cnoe  fuf- 
fered  that  way.  Then  for  the  iex> 
curioiity,  it  is  but  remembering,  in  or- 
der to  guard  againft  it,  that  the  name 
of  their  common  mother  was  Eve. 

Another  thing  remember;  I  baw 
changed  my  name :  changed  it  without 
an  wt  of  jMurliament.  Robert  Hunt* 
ingibi'd  it  is  now.  Continue  Efqtiirt* 
It  is  a  refpeflable  addition,  altboogb 
every  forry  fellow  aiTumes  it,  almoft  to 
the  baniihment  of  the  ufual  travelling 
one  of  captain.  To  be  left  till  called 
for,  at  the  pofthoufe  at  Hertford. 

Upon  naming  thee,  iheaikedthy  cba* 
rafter.  I  |;ave  thee  a  better  tbaa  thois 
deferveft,  in  order  to  do  credit  toaty- 
fiif.  Yet  I  told  her,  that  thou  wert  aa 
auk  ward  fellow^  and  this  to  do  credit 
to  tbee,  that  ihe  may  not,  if  ever  (he  be 
to  fee  thee,  expeft  a  cleverer  man  than 
(he'll  iind.  Yet  thy  ii//arAi/ auk  ward-  ' 
nefs  befriends  thee  not  a  little:  for  wert 
thou  a  iightiy  roortali  people  would 
difcover  nothmg  extraordinary  in  thee* 
,  when  they  converfcd  with  thee :  wherer 
as,  feeing  a  bear,  they  are  furpriaed  to 
£nd  in  uiee  any-thing  that  is  like  a 
man.  Felicitate  thyfeif  then  upon  thy 
defers;  which  are  evidently  thy  prin- 
cipal peifeft^ns;  and  which  occaiioo 
thee  a  diftinftion  which  otberwife  tboo 
wouldli  never  have. 

The  lodgings  we  are  in  at  preient  are 
not  convenient.  I  was  fo  delicate  aa 
tp  find  fault  with  them,  as  communi- 
eating  with  each  other,  becaoie  I  knew 
fie  would;  and  told  her,  That  were  I 
fure  ihe  was  fafe  from  purfuit,  I  wovid 
leave  her  in  them,  (lince  fuch  was  her 
earneft  defire  and  expeftation)  and  go 
to  London. 

She  muft  be  an  infidel  aeainft  all  rea- 
fon  and  appeai-ances,  if  I  do  not  ba- 
niih  even  thtJbaJow  of  miftraft  from 
her  heart. 

Here  are  two  young  likely  stris, 
daughters  of  the  widow  Sorliagai  uat*s 
the  name  of  our  landlady. 

I  have  only,  at  prefent,  adoiiredtheai 
in  their  dairy-works.  How  |r|«edily 
do  the  fex  fwallow  praife  :«-Did  i  not    .; 
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in  tlie  ftrtett  of  London,  fte  a  iwdJ« 

;  drefled  handfomc  girl  laugfa,  bridle,  and 

'  vifibly  eiifoj  the  prailes  of  a  footy  dog, 

I  a  chimney-Kireefter;  who  with  hit  empty 

:  iack  crofft  hik  (houlder,  after  giving 

her  the  way,  ftopt,  and  held  up  his 

hnifl)  aad  ihovet  in  admiration  of  her  f 

«-<  Egad,  girl,*  thought  I,  *  I  defpife 

*  thee  OS  Lovelace:    but  were  I  the 

*  chimney- fweeper,    and  could    only 
'  contrive  to  get  into  thy  prefence,  my 

*  life  to  thy  nrtne,  I  would  have  tbee.^ 
i  Sopieaiedwat  I  with  the  younger 
'  Sorfiogs,  for  the  elegance  of  her  work  s, 

Aat  I  ksfled  her,  and  (he  made  me  a 

curtfey   for   my    condefceniionj    and 

hloflied,  aod  ftemtd  fenfibU  aU  aver  t 

cacooraging,  yet  innocently,  Ihe  ad- 

I  jafted  her  handkerchief,  and  looked 

I  towards  the  door,  as  much  as  to  fay, 

I  tie  would  not  tell,  were  I  to  kifs  her 

I  Hereldeft  fifterpopt  upon  her.  The 
'  confcious  girl  bluibed  again,  and  look- 
'  ed  (0  confounded,  that  I  made  an  ex- 
jBiife  for  her,  which  gratified  both, 
i  •  Mre,  Betty,'  faid  I,  *  I  hate  been  fo 
I  «  much  pleaied  with  the  neatnefs  of 

*  your  dairy- works,  that  I  could  not 

*  help  falttting  your  fifter:  you  have 

*  yur  fliare  of  merit  in  them,  I  am 
'  foie— Give  me  leave—' 

Good  fouls!— I  like  them  both-— She 
curtfeyed  loo— How  I  love  a  grateful 
temper!  O  that  my  Clarifla  were  but 
hail  fo  acknowledging ! 

I  think  I  muft  get  one  of  them  to  at- 
tend  my  charmer  when  ihe  removes .«"- 
The  mother  ieems  to  be  a  notable  wo- 
man. She  had  not  beft,  however,  be 
Ho  notable:'  fince,  were  ihe  by  fufpi* 
don  to  give  a  face^f  difBiulty  to  the 
matter,  it  would  prepare  me  for  a  trial 
vith  one  or  both  the  daughters. 

Allow  me  a  little  rodomontade. 
Jack— But  really  and  truly  my  heart  is 
6Kd.  I  can  think  of  no  creature 
hRathing  of  the  iex,  but  my  Gloriana. 


LETTER    X. 

U%.  LOVELACE,    TO   JOHN    BEL- 
FORD,   ES<^ 

IN  CONTINUATIOH* 

THIS  is  Wedneiday;  the  day  that 
I  was  to  have  loft  my  charmer  for 
irvtocli^liideQutSolmc^l  With  what 


higti  fatiifaftion  and  heait*«-eaie  can 
I  now  iit  down,  and  triumph  over  my 
men  in  ftraw  at  Harlowe Place!  Yet 
*tis  perhaps  beft  for  them,  that  (be  got 
off  as  flie  did.  Who  knows  whatcoA* 
fequences  mi^ht  have  followed  upoa 
my  attending  her  in;  or  (if  Aie  had  not 
met  me)  upon  my  pi-ojeAed  vifit,  fol- 
lowed by  my  myrmidons? 

But  had  I  even  gone  in  with  her  oa^ 
accompanied,  I  think  I  had  but  little 
reafon  for  appreheniion :  for  vrell  thoa 
knoweft,  that  the  tame  fpirits  which 
value  themfelves  upon  reputation,  and 
are  held  within  the  ikirts  of  the  lawbf 
political  confiderations  only,  may  be 
compared  to  an  infectious  fpider;  which  ' 
will  run  into  bis  hole  the  moment  one 
of  his  threads  is  touched  bv  a  linger 
that  can  crufli  him,  leaving  all  his  tods 
defenceleffi,  and  to  be  brumed  down  at 
the  will  of  the  potent  invader.  While 
a  iilly  fly  that  nas  neither  courage  nor 
ftrength  to  refift,  no  fooner  gives  no- 
tice, by  it's  buz  and  it*s  ftniggles,  «f  ^ 
it's  being  entangled,  but  out  ttfps  the 
felf-circumfcribed  tvrant,  winds  rounj 
and  round  the  poor  inieA,>  till  he  covert 
it  with  his  bowel -fpun  toils;  andwhea 
fo  fully  fecurcd,  that  it  can  neither 
move  leg  nor  wing,  fufpends  it,  as  if 
for  a  fpe^acle  to  be  exulted  over:  then 
ftalking  to  the  door  of  his  cell,  tumt 
about,  glotes  over  it  at  a  diftance^ 
and,  fometimes  advancing,  fometimet 
retiring,  prevs  at  leifure  upon  it*s  vitals. 

But  now  J  think  of  it,  will  not  this 
comparifon  do  as  well  foc^iht  efrtangled 
girls,  as  for  the  ta/fre  fpirits  /'-—Better 
o*  mv  confcience !-— 'Tis  but  compar- 
ing the  fpider  to  us  brave  fellows;  an4 
it  quadrates. 

Whatever  our  hearts  are  in,  out 
heads  will  fojlow.  Begin  m'xth  J^iders^ 
vnth^ieSy  with  what  we  will,  girl  it 
the  centre  of  gravity,  and  we  all  na- 
turally tend  to  It. 

Neverthelefs,  to  recur;  I  cannot  but 
obierve,  that  thefe  tasnejpirits  ftaad  a 
poor  chance  in  a  fairly  offe'nfive  war 
with  fuch  of  us  mad  fellows,  as  are 
above  alt  law,  and  fcorn  to  fculk  be- 
hind the  hypocritical  fcreeo  of  reputa- 
tion. 

Thott  knoweft,  that  I  never  fcraple  f 
throw  myfelf  amongft  numbers  of  ad- 
verfaries ;  the  more  the  fafer:  ooe  or 
two,  no  fear»  will  take  the  part  of  a 
fingle  adventurco  if  not  itittntiMolljp 
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i»fa£f\  boi<liAg  binv  m,  while  •tliiert 
lipl4  in  .tht  principal  antagoaift»  u^  the 
Mi^nentation  of  their  mutuftl  preweft^ 
tili  both  are  prevailed  vpon  to  compro* 
roife,  or  one  to  abfent:  fo  that  upon 
the  whole^  the  law-breakert  have  the 
advantage  of.  the  law- keepers,  all  the 
worl4  over;  at  leaft  for  a  time,  an<]  till 
tbey  have  run  to  the  end  of  their  race. 
Add  to-  this*  in  the  queftion  between 
me  and  the  Harlowea,  that  the  whole 
faimly  of  them  rouft  Xnow  that  they 
have,  injured  me — nrtuft  therefore  be 
afraid  of  me.  Di()  they  not».  at  their 
own  church,  dufter  together  like  beea, 
when  they  faw-me  enter  it?  Nor  knew 
tbey  which  flipuld  venture  out  firft^  when 
the  Cervice  was  over. 

Jantfs,  indeed,  was  not  there.  If 
he  bad,  he  would  perhaps  have  endea- 
voured to  looi  valiant.  But  there  is  a 
fort  of  valour  in  the /isr^,  which  (hews 
fear  in  the  bgart :  jiii^  fucKa  face  would 
James  Harlowe^s  have  been,  bad  I  naade 
tb^in  a  vifxt. 

When  I  have  had  fuch  a  face  and 
ff  ch  a  heart  as  I  have  defci  ibed  to  deal 
with»  I  have  been  all  calm  and  ferene,. 
and  left  it  to  the  friends  of  the  hluftevci! 
(as  I  have  done  to  the  Ilarlowes)  to  do 
my  work  for  me. 

I  am  about  rouftering  up  in  my  me- 
tnory,  all  that  I  have  ever  done,  that. 
has  been  thought  praife-worthy,  or  but 
bfrely  tolerable.  I  am  afi.aid  thou 
canft  not  help  me  to  many  remembrances 
of  this  forti  becaufe  l  never  was  fo 
bad  as  fince  I  have  known  thee. 

Have  I  not  had  it  in  my  heart  to  do 
fame  good  that  thou  canft  remind  me 
of?  Study  for  me,  Jack.  I  have  re- 
colle^ed  fome  inftances  which  I  think 
wilh/r/Zsn— fiut  fee  if  thou  canft  help 
n)e  to  fome  which  I  may  have  forgot. 

^Tbis  I  may  venture  to  fay,  That  the 
principal  blot  in  my  efcutcbeon  is  ow- 
ing to  thefe  girls,  thefe  confounded 
girls.  But  for  ibem^  1  could  go  to 
church  with  a  good  confcience:  but 
when  I  do,  theio  they  are.  Every- 
w4>ere  does  Satan  fpread  his  fnares  tor 
mei  .Biit>  now  I  think  of  it^  what  16 
our  governor  fliould  appoint  churches 
for  the  ivomen  only,  ana  others  for  the  . 
ixMw  /^— Ful)  ae  proper^  l  thinJCi  for  the 
promoting  of  truepiet^  in  both,  [much 
better  than  the  fynagogve- lattices]  aa 


fepasate  boarding- fdiook  for  iMr  4db> 

There  are  already  male  aad  female 
dedications  of  churches. 

St.  Switkin's,   St.    Step1ics»*a,    St.   ! 
Thomas's^  8t.George*s,  and  fo  forth, 
might  be  appropriate  to  the  fliea ;  vuA 
Santa  Cathartna^s^  Santa  JVniak**,  Santa 
Marians,  Santa  Mai^aretu^s,  tott  the 


Yet,  were  it  fo,  and  life  to  be  the 
forfeiture  of  beiog  found  at  the  female 
churches,  I  believe  that  £,  like  a  fe- 
cond  Clodiua,  Aould  change  my  drefe*. 
to  come  afemy  Portia  er  Poanpeia»  tlhoogh* 
one  the  datighter  of  a  Cato,  the  < 
the  wife  of  a  Cefar. 

But  how  I  excurft  /-^Yet  thoa  i 
to  fay,  thou  Hkedcft  my  excnrfioM. 
If  thoo  doft,  thou' It  have  enow  of 
them:  for  I  never  had  a  riibfe&  I  fo 
much  adored  $  and  with  which  I  ihall 
probably  be  compelled  to  have  fo  mvcfa 
patience  before  I  ftrike  the  blow^  if  the 
blow  I  doftrike. 

But  let  me  call  myielf  back  to  my 
rtffW0rfo«>Aibje£l— Thou  needeft  not 
remind  me  of  my  rofrhud^  I  ha««  her 
in  my  head;  and  moreover  hftvo  coa-- 
trived  to  give  my  fair-one  an  hint  of 
that  aiffair,  by  the  agency  of  honeil  Jo- 
feph  Leman*)  although  I  have  not 
reaped  the  hoped-for  credit  of  her  ac- 
knowledgment. 

That's  the  devil;  and  it  was  alwaya 
my  hard  fate— 'Every -thins  I  do  that 
is  good,  is  but  as  I  M|g£r/«— Every- 
thing of  a  Qontrary  nature  ia  hroogbt 
into  the  moft  ghiring  light  againft  sm 
—Is  this  fain  ?  Ought  not  a  baJance  to 
be  ftruck}  and  the  credit  canried  to  my 
aocount  ?-**Yet  I  muft  own  too»,  that 
I  half-grudge  Johnny  this  bloonun|^ 
maiden}  for,  in  ti*uth,  I  think  a-  fiiw 
woman- too  rich  a  jewel  to  hai^  alMut 
a  poor  man's  neck. 

Surely,  Jack^  if  I  am  guilty  of  a- 
fault  in.  my  univterfai  adoratioaaof  the 
fex,  theovoMmr  in  general  ought  to  love 
me  the  better  for  it. 

And  fo  they  do^Iihatakthtan^heartilyi 
except  here  and  there  a  covetous  little 
rogue  comes  crofo-me,  who  ooder  ibi 
pretence  of  loving  virtue  for  it^s  owo 
fake,  wants  to  have  me  all  to  herfelf  . 

I  have  rambled  enohgh. 


*  S^e  VoU  U;  p.  a«u  fti6«. 
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LETTER    XI.      '• 

IIISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

THVRSBAT  MIGHT,  AfttL   t^k 

IAUays  loved  writing,  ami  my  un- 
happy fit  oat  ion  gives  me  now  enough 
of  it;  and  you,  I  fear,  too  much.  I 
hare  had  another  very  warm  debate  with 
Mr.  Lovelace.  It  brought  on  the  fub- 
jc6k  which  you  advifed  me  not  to  de- 
cline, when  it  hand  fomely  offered  w  And 
I  want  to  have  either  your  acquittal  or 
blame  for  having  funcred  it  to  go  off 
without  ciftR. 

The  impatient  wretch  (ent  up  to  me 
ftfemi  tiroes,  while  I  was  writing  my 
lift  to  you,  to  deiire  my  company : 
yet  his  bufinefs  nothing  particular; 
only  to  hear  i*iffi  tal k .  The  man  feem s 
pleafed  with  his  own  volubility;  and, 
wheneverhe  has  col  le^ed  togetherab u n  - 
dance  of  fmooth  things »  he  wants  me 
to  find  an  ear  for  them !  Yet  he  need 
sot;  for  I  don't  often  gratify  him  either 
with  giving  him  the  pfaife  for  his  ver- 
holenefs,  or  ibewing  the  pieafure  in  it, 
that  be  would  be  fond  of. 

Wben  I  had  finifhed  the  letter,  and 
given  ft  to  Mr.  Hickman's  friend,  I 
was  going  up  again,  and  had  got  up 
half  a  dozen  ftairs;  when  he  be  fought 
me  10  ftop,  and  hear  what  he  had  to 
fiiy. 

Nothing,  as  I  faid,  to  any  new  pur- 

pofe  had  be  to ofTeri  but  complainings; 

and  ttlofe  in  a  manner,  and  with  an  air, 

as  I  thought,  that  bordered  upon  info- 

^     leifce.     He  could  not  live,  he  told  me, 

nnlefs  he  had  more  of  my  company, 

!    and  of  my  indulgenct  too,  than  I  had 

i    yet  given  him. 

I  Hereupon  I  ftept  down,  and  into  the 
parlour,  not  a  little  out  of  humour 
wftK  him}  and  themoi^,  as  he  has  very 
I  fMutfy  taken  up  bis  quarters  here,  with- 
out talking  of  removing  as  he  faadpi-o- 
mtfed. 

We  began  infkantly  our  angry  con- 
li^rence.  He  provoked  me;  and  I  re« 
Mated  fevcral  of  the  plained  things  I 
kad  faid  in  our  fq^mer  converfations^ 
and  paiticularJy  told  him,  that  I  was 
every  hour  more  and  Inore  diflati^ed 
,  with  myfelfy  and  with  him:  that  he 
,  was  not  a  man,  who,  vn  my  opinion, 
improved  ^poi>a#quafittlince;  and  that 


T  (hoolcf  not  be  iajy  till  he  bad  lefl  mi 
to  myfelf 


.--- „.        ,       'i 

nothing  to  fay  for  himfclf,  Sr'  thit 
fhodld  cxcufe  theperemptbfmtfs  ofWa 
demand  upon  me,  (when  he  knew  I  had 
been  writrng  a  letter  which  a  gentleman 
waited  for)  that  I  flung  fnrii  him,  de* 
clarine,  that  I  would  ht  m'iftrefsof  my 
own  tfme,  and  of  my  own  a^lions,  and 
not  be  called  to  account  for  either. 

He  was  very  uncafy  till  he  could 
again  be  admitted  into  my  company; 
and  when  I  was  ot^liged  to  fee  him, 
which  was  fooner  than  I  liked,  never 
did  man  put  on  a  more  bumble  and  re- 
rpe£lful  demeanour. 

He  told  me.  That  he  had,  upon  this 
occafion,  been  entering  into  himfelf, 
and  had  found  a  great  deal,  of  renfon 
to  blame  himfelf  for  an  impatiency  and 
inconfiderajtion,  which,  although  he 
meant  nothing  by  it,  muft  be  verydir- 
agreeable  to  one  of  my  delicacy.  That 
having  always  aimed  at  a  manly  fince- 
rity  ai^d  optnnefs  of  heart,  he  had  not 
tilt  now  difcovercd,  that  both  were  very 
conliftent  with  that  true  politenefs, 
which  he  feared  he  had  too  much  di Re- 
garded, \vh?le  he  fought  to  avoid  the 
contrary  extreme;  knowing,  that  in  mil 
he  had  to  deiil  with  a  lady,  who  de- 
fpifed  an  hypocrite,  and  who  v(*a$  above 
all  flattery;  But  from  this  time  forth, 
I  (hould  And  fuch  an  alteration  in  his 
whole  behaviour,  as  might  Be  expe^ed 
from  a  man  who  knew  himfelf  fo  ne ^0* 
nouredwith  the  prcfenccandconverfa* 
tion  of  a  perfon,  nvho  badtbemnfi  deli- 
cate mind  in  the  'worUr-^\idX.  was  his 
flouriih. 

I  faid,  That  he  might  perhaps  ex- 
peft  congratulation  upon  thedifcovery 
he  had  )uft  now  made,  to  wit.  That 
true  poHtenefs  itnd^ftcerity  were  recon- 
cileable:  but  that  I,  who  had,  by  a 
perverfe  fate,  been  thrown  into  his 
company,  bad  abundant  reafon  to  re- 
gret that  he  had  no  fooner  found  this 
out.— Since,  I  believed,  very  few  men 
of  birtb  and  education  were  grangers 
to  it. 

He  knew  not,  neither^  he  faid,  that 
he  bad  (6  very  badly  behaved  himfelf, 
as  to  deferve  fo  very  fcvere  a  rebuke.    • 

Perhaps  not, !  replied :  but  he  mieht, 

if  fo,   make  another  difcovery  ^oni 

T  t  what 
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what  I  hid  faid,  wbleh  might  be  to  mf 
^fwn  difadvantage.  Since,  if  he  had 
i6  much  reafbn  to  be  (att»£ed  with 
him/elft  he  would  fee  what  an  ungene- 
roos  perfon  he  fpoke  to,  who,  when  ht 
feemcd  to  give  himfelf  airt  of  humility, 
which,  perhaps,  he  thought  beneath 
him  .to  aiTMme,  had  not  the  civilitjf  to 
make  him  a  eompliment  upon  them^ 
but  was  ready  to  take  him  at  his 
word. 

He  had  long,  with  infinite  pleafure, 
the  pretended  flattery- hater  uid,  ad- 
jnired  my  fuperior  talents,  and  a  wif- 
dom  in  fo  young  a  lady,  perfectly  fur- 
prizing. 

*  Let  me,  Madam,*  faid  he,  '(land 
^  ever  Co  low  in  your  opinion,  I  (hall 

*  believe  all  you  fay  to  be  juft|  and 
'  that  I  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  go- 

*  vcrn  myfelf  for  the  future  by  your 
'  example,  and  by  -  the  ftandard  you 

*  (hall  be  pleafed  to  give  me/ 

^    «  I  know  better.  Sir,'    replied  I, 

<  than  to  value  my^Uf  upon  your  vo- 
'  lubility  of  fpeecn.    As  you  pretend 

*  to  pay  fo  preferable  a  regard  to  (in- 

*  centy,  you  (hall  confine  yourfelf  to 
'  the  Arici  rules  of  truth,  when  you 
'  fpeak  of  roe  to  myfelf:  and  then,  al- 

*  though  you  (hall  be  fo  kind  as  to 

*  imagine  you  have  reo/on  to  make  me 

*  a  compliment,  you  will ^ have  much 
'  more  to  pride  yourfelf  in  thofe  arts 
'  which  have  made  fo  extraordinary  t 

*  younc;  creature  fo  great  a  fool.* 
KealTy,  my  dear^  the  man  defei^ves 

not  politer  treatment.-^And  then  has 
he  not  made  a  fool,  an  egreeious  fool 
of  mel— I  am  afraid  he  himiclf  thinks 
he  has. 

'  I  am  furpri/td!  I  ara  amared,  Ma- 
'  dam,*  returned  be,  *  at  lb  (Irange  a 

*  turn  upon  me!— •!  am  very  unhappy, 

*  that  nothing  T  cm  do  or  fay  will  give 

<  you  a  good  opinion  of  me!— Would 

*  to  Heaven  that  I  knew  what  J  can  do 

*  to  obtain  the  honour  of  your  confi- 
-«  dence!* 

I  told  him,  that  Idefiredkis  abfetiee, 
of  all  things.  I  faw  oqt,  I  f(^id,  that 
my  friends  thought  it  worth  their  while 
to  give  me  di(iurb;mce:  therefore,  if 
he  would  fet  out  for  London,  or  Berk- 
ihire,  or  whit^ier  he  pleafed,  ijt  would, 
be  moft  agreeable  to  me,  and  mod  re- 
putable too. 

He  would  do  fo,  h?  faid»  %t  inis^d^ 
i4 19  dofo^  4it  inQment  I W9V  in  a  place 


to  my  liking^in  a  place  convenient 
for  me. 

'  This,  Sir,   will  be  fo,*    laid  I, 

*  when  you  are  not  here  to  break  iq 
'  upon  me,  and  make  the  apartmentiS 

*  inconvenient.* 

He  did  not  think  this  place  fafe»  he 
replied;  and  as  I  intended  not  to  ftaj 
here,  he  had  nbt  been  So  folicitousy  at 
otberwife  he  (hould  have  been^  to  en- 
join privacy  to  his  (ervants*  nor  to 
Mrs.  Greme  at  her  leaving  me;  that 
there  were  two  or  three  gentlemen  in 
the  neighbourhood,  he  (aid,  with  wiioie 
fcrvants  his  goffiping  fellows  had 
fcraped  acquaintance:  fothat  he  coold 
not  think  of  leaving  me  here  unguard- 
ed and  unattended^— But  fix  upon  any 
place  in  England  where  I  could  be  out 
of  danger,  and  he  would  go  to  the  fur* 
thermo(k  pai*t  of  the  king's  dominions, 
if  by  doing  fo  he  could  make  oe  eafy. 

I  told  him  plainly  that  I  (hcmld  ne- 
ver be  in  humour  with  myfelf  for 
meeting  bimi  nor  with  him,  tmrfidmC" 
ing  me  eewe^i  that  m;^  regrets  cn- 
creafed,  inftead  of  dimioiihed  §  that 
my  reputation  was  wounded  ^  that  bo> 
tbmg  I  could  do  would  now  retrieve 
it)  and  that  he  mu((  not  wonder,  if  I 
every  hour  grew  more  and  more  uneafy 
both  with  myfelf  and  him;  that  tipoa 
the  whole,  1  was  willing  to  take  care 
of  myfelf;  and  when  ^f  had  left  me,  I 
(hould  beilknow  what  to  refolve  upon. 
and  whither  to  go. 

He  wilbed,  he  faid,  he  were  at  li- 
berty, without  giving  me  oflFence^.  or 
being  thought  to  intend  toinfrutge  thw 
articles  1  badflipulated  and  in/yUd  u^»- 
on,  to  make  one  bumble  propofid  tome* 
But  the  facred  regard  he  was  ^fittr^ 
mined  to  pay  to  all  my  injunStons^  (re- 
lufVanrly  as  I  had  on  Monday  laft  put 
it  into  his  power  to  (erve  me)  would 
not  permit  him  to^  m:«ke  it,  unlefs  I 
Would  promife  to  excufe  him,  if  I  di«I 
'not  approve  of  it. 

I  asikcd,  in  fome  confufion,  what  he 
woiild  fay? 

He,  prefaced  and  paraded  on;  an<I 
then  out  came,  with  great  diffidence^ 
and  many  apologies,  and  a  ba(hfulnei9 
which  fat  very  aukvardly  upon  him,  ^ 
^ropofal  of  fpeedyfoiemniaationiwhicby 
be  faid,  would  put  all  right;  and  malLo 
toy  firft  three  or  four  months  (whicH 
otherwife.muft  be  paded  »Bob(cun«,|^ 
and  apf>reb«nfigB)  a  round  of  ▼!&<« 
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and  vifitiAgs  to  ami  from  all  hit  rcla* 
Cioos;  to  Mifs  Howe;  to  whom  I 
pleafed.  And  would  pave  the  way  to 
the  reconciliatioa  I  bad  fo  much  at 
heart. 

Tomr  aJnnee  had  great  weight  with 
ne  }uft  then,  at  well  as  bh  reajiins^ 
and  the  confideratien  of  my  unhappy 
/tuatm:  but  what  could  I  fay?  I 
wanted  foroebody  to  fpeak  for  me. 

The  man  faw  I  wat  not  angrv  at  hit 
motion,  t  only  bluflicd}  anc!  that  I 
am  lure  I  did  up  to  the  ears;  and  look- 
ed filly,  and  like  a  fool. 

He  wantt  not  courage.  Would  he 
bave  had  me  catch  at  hit  firft,  at  hit 
nftrj  lirft  word  ?— I  was  JiUnt  too-— 
Ami  do  not  the  bold  fex  take  filence 
for  a  mark  of  a  favour? — Then, y& 
lately  in  my  father*s  houfe !  Having 
alfo  declared  to  him  in  myjettert,  be- 
Ibre  I  had  vour  advice,  that  I  would 
not  think  or  marriage  till  he  had  pafTed 
through  a  ftate  of  probation,  at  I  may 
call  it— -How  wat  it  poflible  I  could 
encourage,  with  ntery  ready  fignt  of 
approbation,  fuch  an  early  propofal } 
efpectally  fo  Toon  after  the  free  treat- 
ment he  had  provoked  from  me?  If  I 
were  to  die,  I  could  not. 
'  He  looked  at  me  with  fjjtzt  confi- 
dence; at  if  (notwithftaAding  hitcon- 
tradi^ory  balbfulneft)  he  would  look 
me  through;  while  my  eye  but  now- 
and- then  could  glance  at  him.  He 
begged  my  pardon  with  great  hum|H- 
tyttte  wat  afra'tdl  would  think  he  de- 
served no  other  anfwer,  but  that  of  a 
cfKtemftuous  fiUfue,  True  love  wat 
fearful   of  offendintr.     PTake  care, 

*  Mr.  Lovelace,*  thought  I,  «  how 

*  yours  it  tried  by  that  rule.']  Indeed 
fo  f acred  a  regard  [foolifli  man  1] 
would  he  have  f  aJl  mf  decUwatwm 
made  before  /  honoured  bim^-^ 

I  woold  heas  him  no  further ;  but 
withdrew  in  aconfufion  /m  'ui/ihle,  and 
left  him  to  make  hit  nonlenfical  flou- 
rilbes  to  himfelf. 

I  will  only  add,  that,  if  he  really 
wiflies  for  a  fpeedy  iblemniaation,  he 
never  could  have  had  a  luckier  time  to 
frtfi  for  my  conlent  to  it.  But  he  let 
It  go  off;  and  iodignation  Eat  uken 
ptoce  of  it.  And  now  ihall  it  b^  a 
Boiat  with  loe,  to  get  him  at  a  diftancc 
mm  me.  I  am,  mv  deareft  friesdy 
j»«r  rvir-fittfbfki  ami  ohl^id 
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MK.   LOVELACC,    TO  JOHN   BBL- 
FORD,  Bi<^ 

TVCtDAT,  AVa.  It. 

WHY,  Jack,  thou  needeft  mC 
make  fuch  a  tvotuUnmeMif  m 
the  girlt  fay,  if  I  (bould  have  takttt 
large  Ilridct  already  towardt  reformat 
tion:  for  doft  thou  not  fee,  that  whilt 
I  have  been  fo  afliduoufly,  night  an4 
day,  purfuing  thit  iingle  charmer,  I 
have  infinitely  left  to  anfwer  for,  fhaft 
otberwife  J  mould  have  had?  JCetmc 
fee,  how  many  dayt  and  nights  ?«» 
Forty^  I  believe,  after  open  trcBches, 
fpent  in  the  Tap  only,  and  never  a 
mine  fprung  yet! 

By  a  moderate  computation,  a  dozen 
kitet  might  have  fallen,  while  I  have 
been  onlv  trying  to  enfnare  thit  fing]^  . 
lark .  Nor  yet  do  J  fee  when  1  fluU  be 
able  to  bring  her  to  my  lure:  more  in« 
nocent  dayt  yet,  therefore!<*-*Bttt  re- 
formation for  my  ftalking-horie,  I 
hope,  will  be  a  Aire,  though  a  flow 
method  to  effeft  all  my  parpofes. 

Then,  Jack,  thw  wilt  have  a  mcriC 
too  in  engaging  my  pen,  fincethytinrw 
would  be  othowiie  worie  employedt 
and,  after  all,  who  knows  bttt  by  creai- 
inff  new  habitt,  at  the  txpence  of  the 
old,  a  real  reformation  maybe  brought 
about?  I  have  promifed  it;  aod  I  be- 
lieve there  it  a  pleafure  to  be  found  io 
being  good,  reverfing  that  of  Nau 
Lee't  madman*^ 

*  -^Whi^h  none  but  gacd  men  know/ 

By  all  thit,  feeft  thou  not,  bow  greatly 
pieferable  it  it,  on  twenty  accounts,  to 
purfue  a  diftcuU,  rather  than  an  ea^ 
chace?  I  have  a  dcfire  to  inculcate  this 
pleafur^  upon  thee,  and  to  teaeh  thee 
to  fly  at  nobler  game  than  daws, 
crows,  and  widgeons:  I  have  a  mind 
to  (hew  thee  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
(ourfe  of  the  correipondeace  thou  haft 
fo  earneftlywi filed  me  to  begin  on  this 
illuftrious  occafion,  that  thefe.exelted 
ladiet  may  be  abaied,  and  to  obviate 
one  of  the  obje^iont  that  thou  madeft  * 
to  me,  when  we  were  left  together,  that 
the  pleafure  which  attends  theie  nobler 
aims,  remunerates  not  the  pains  they 
Cu  H.  bring  with  them;  .fince,  like  a  paltry 
T  t  a  fellew 
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fellow  as  thou   wett,   thou  aflfertcdft 
that  all  women  are  alike. 

Thou  k-noweft  nothing,  Jack,  of 
the  delicacies  of  intrigue:  nothing  of 
th^gloryof  outwitting  the  witty  and  the 
watchful  'j  of  the  joys  that  fill  the  mind 
of  the  inventive  or  contriving  genius, 
ftnfinating  which  to  ufe  of  ^bcjliffer- 
Jenft  webs  that  offer  to  him  for  the  en- 
^ng^ertieprtbf  a  haughty  charmer,  who 
4n'her  day  Has  given  fiim  unnumbered 
-fofrtients.-^Thou,  Jack,  who,  like  a 
^og  at  his  eafe,  contenteft  thyfelf  to 
^i'owl  over  a  bone  thrown  out  to  thee. 


run  into  the  pious  z  {ittle  fafter  than  I 
haddefignej. 

What  a  fad' thing  would  it  be,  wcce 
I,  after  all,  to^  loie  her  pcrfon,  as  well 
as  her  opinion!  The  only  time  that 
further  acquaintance,  and  no  blow 
ftruck,  nor  fufpicion  given,  ever  Icf- 
fened  me  in  a  lady's  favour!— A curfed 
mortification!— 'Tis  certain  I  can  have 
no  pretence  for  holding  her,  if  (he 
will  go. — No  fuch  thing  as  force  to  be 
ufed,  or  fo  much  as  hinted  at :  Lord 
fend  us  fafe  at  London! — That's  all  I 
have  for  it  now:  and  yet  it  muft  be  the 


<lo(V not  know  the  joys  of  a  cbace,  and     leafl  part  of  my  fpeech. 


4li  ]^urruiAg  a  winding  gapne:  thefe  <I 
VriU  endeavour  tu  rouze  thee  to,  and 
then  thou  wilt  have  reafon  doubly  and 
trdbly  to  thatik  mV,  as  well  becaufe  of 
4hy  prefent  delight,  as  with  regard  to 
thyprofpeds  beyond  the  moon. 
"  To  this  place  I  had  written,  purely 
'to  amufemyfelf,  before  I  was  admitted 
10  niy  charmer.  But  now  I  have  to 
tell  the&,  that  I  was  quite  right  in  my 
conjecture,  that  fhe  would  let  up  for 
btr/elf,  anddifmifsme:  for  (he  has  dp. 
•clared  in  fotnany  words,  that  fuch  was 
^ef  refolution.  And  why?  Becaufe, 
to  be  plain  with  me,  the  more  (he  faw 


But  why  will  this  admirable  crea- 
ture urge  her  deftiny  ?  Wliy  will  fhe 
defy  the  power  (he  is  abfolutely  depen- 
dent upon  ?  Why  will  (he  dill  wi(h  to 
my  face,  that  (he  had  never  left  her  fa- 
ther's houfe?  Why  will  (he  deny  roc 
her  company,  till  (he  makes  me  lofe  my 
patience,  and  lay  myfelf  open  to  her 
refentment?  And  why,  when  (he  is 
ofiended,  does  (he  carry  her  indigna- 
tion to  the  utmoft  length  that  a  fcorn- 
ful  beauty,  in  the  'vety  btiobt  of  her 
po-Tver  and  pride ,  can  go } 

Is  it  prudent,  thinkeft  thou,  in  ter 
circumftances,  to  tell  me,  repeatedlj  to 


'«f  mty  and  of  tity  nvajs,  the  lefs  (he     tell  me.  That  (lie  is  every  hour  more 
liked  bf  either.  '       aiid  more  diflatisficd  with  herfelf  and 


This  cur  me  to  the  heartl*— I  did  not 
«ry  indeedl— Had  I  been  a  tvoman,  I 
ihould  though}  and  that  moft  plenti- 
fully: but  I  pulled  out  awhile  cam- 
bridk'  handkerchief.  That  I  could 
oommahd,  but  not  my  fears. 

She  finds  fault  with  my  protefta- 
tion's;  with  my  profefHons;  with  tify 
VOWS:  I  cannot  curfe  a  fcrvant,  the 
'  only  privilege  a  matter  is  known  by, 
but  I  am  fuppofed  |o  be  a  trooper*-^ 
■I  iiiuftnotfay,  "*  By  my  foulj'  nor, 
*  As  I  hope  to  be  fared.'  Why,  Jack, 
how  particular  this  is!  Would  (he  not 
have  m^  think,  I  have  a  precious  foul, 
as  well  as  (he> — If  (he  thinks  my  fal- 
vtktion  hopelefs,  what  a  de<vil  [Ano. 
thcr  ek'<:tpf  ion  able  word!]  does  (he 
^ropofie  to  reform  me  for? — So  1  have 
•jiot  an  aident  ebtprefHoii  left  toe. 
•  f     =  #  -^  •' 

Wft  AT  can  &c  dope  with  a  woman 
•^hd  h  above  fla^iery,  and  defpifes  all 
praife  bitt  fhat  which  flowf  fi'dm  the 
ip}»r6bation  of  her '<Kvn  heart? 

WeH,  Jack,  thou  fecft  ft  is  high 
time  to  tb&n?e  m/me^fur^s:    T  muft 


me?  That  I  am  not  one,  who  improve 
upon  her  in  my  converfation  and  ad- 
drefs?  [Couldfl  tbou^  Jack,  bear  thta 
from  a  captive!]  That  (he  fliall  not  be 
eafy  while  (he  is  with  me  f  That  Ihe 
was  thrown  upon  me  by  a  perverfcfate? 
That  (he  knows  better  than  to  value 
herfelf  upon  my  volubility?  That  if  I 
think  (he  deferves  the  compliments  I 
make  her,  I  may  pride  myfelf  in  tho(e 
arts,  by  which  I  have  made  a  fool  of 
fo  extraordinary  a  perfon  ?  That  ihe 
(hall  never  forgive  hcifelf  for  sfuetisi^ 
me,  nor  me  for /educing  her  away? 
[Her  very  ivordsl  That  her  regreta 
increafe  inftead  of  diminifh  ?  That  flie 
will  take  care  of  herfelfj  and  (ince  her 
friends  think  it  not  worth  while  to 
purfue  her,  (he  will  be  left  to  her  own 
Care?  That  I  (hall  make  Mrs.  Sor- 
lings*s  houfe  more  agreeable  by  my  ab- 
(ence  ? — And  go  to  Berks,  to  town,  or 
whei-cever  I  will,  [to  the  devil,  Ifup- 
pofe]  with  all  her  heart  ? 

Theimpolitick  charmer!— Toatem- 
Jx^r  fo  vindictive  as  (he 'thinks  mincl 
To  a  frte-liv^r,  as  fhe  believes  me  to 


See  Page  307, 


be. 
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ihall  vrefay,  if  all  thefo  complaint*  of 
«  charafterwognded)  thefe  declarations 
of  encresfing  regrets  for  meeting  me^ 
of  refmtmenta  never  to  be  got  over  for 
my  fgikuing  her  away}  theie  angry 
commands  to  leave  her;  '"^  hat  (hall  we 
fay,  if  all  were  to  mean  nothing  but 
MATRiMONr?  And  what  if  my  for- 
bearing  to  enter  upon  that  fobje^come 
o«t  to  be  the  time  caule  of  her  petulance 
and  uneafincfs? 

I  had  once  before  played  about  the 
iktrta  of  the  irrevocable  obligation; 
but  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  fpeak 
in  clouds,  and  to  run  away  from  the 
fubje6^,  as  fooo  as  flie  took  my  mean* 
ing,  left  flie  Aoold  imagine  it  to  be 
ungineroufy  urged,  now  flie  was  in 
fome  fort  in  my  power,  as  (he  had  for- 
bid me  beforehand,  to  touch  upon  kp 
till  I  were  in  a  ftate  of  vi£ble  reforraa- 
tion,  and  till  a  reconciliation  with  her 
friends  were  probable.  But  now,  oat« 
argued,  out-talented,  and  pufhcd  ib 
vehemently  to  ieav€  one  whom  I 
had  no  good  pretence  to  boU,  if  flie 
fwouid  gO)  and  who  could  fo  eaftly,  if 
I  had  given  her  caofe  to  doubt,  have 
thrown  herfelf  into  other  protc&ion, 
or  have  returned  to  Harlowe  Place  and 
Solmes{  I  fpoke  out  upon  the  fubjeft, 
and  offered  reafons,  although  with  in- 
finite doubt  and  hefitation,  [Ufl  Jbe 
Jbould  be  ojf ended  at  me^  Bel  ford  1  j  whjr 
flie  ihould  alTent  to  the  legal  tie,  and 
make  me  the  happieft  of  men .  And  O 
how  th^  mantle  cheek,  the  downcaft 
eye,  the  filent,  yet  trembling  lip,  and 
the  heaving  bofom,  a  fweet  colledioa 
of  heightened  beauties,  gave  evidence* 
that  the  tender  was  not  mortally  of- 
£eniive  1 

*  Charming  creature!'   thought  I» 

*  \But  I  cbarge'ihee,  ibatibou  let  not 
«  any  of  tbyfex  iraow  my  exultation*^ 
.'  Is  it  fo  %on  come  to  this  ?^Am  I 

*  already  lord  of  the  dcftiny  of  a  Cla- 
'*  riffa  Harlowe? — Am  I  already  the  re- 
'  formed  man  thou  refolvedft  I  JboM 

*  be,  before  I  had  the  lea^  encourage* 

*  ment  given  me }   Is  it  thas,  that  the 

*  more  thou  kwnu'eft  me^  tbe  left  thou 
■*  fi^  reafon  to  approve  of  me  ^— And 

*  can  art  and  deugn  enter  into  a  breaft 
f  foceleftial?  To  banifli  me  from  thee, 

Mr.  Lovelace  might  have  fpared  this-cantioa  on  this  occafion,  fince  many  of  the  fea 
"(We  nentioa  it  witl|  rs(ret]  who  en  4hs  firfl  publication  had  read  (bos  hx^  and  even  K^ 
ibe  lady^s  firft  cfcapc„  have,  beea  readier  tp  ceofore  hsr  for  ovex-Aiccnefs,  aa  we  ha^c  ob- 
Icrvcd  is  a  former  aot^  Page  304,  than  hipi  for  artifices  and  exMLtations.^oc  \th  grud  and 
^sgratefttl/ than  uogeoeious  and  unmanly.  '  '  ' 

«to 


be^  who  has  her  in  his  power !  ,1  was 
h^orey   as  thou  knoweft,  balancing; 

,  BOW  this  fcale,  now  that,  the  heavieft. 
lonly  waited  to  fee  how  iftrr  will  wonld 
worl^  how  mine  would  lead  me  on« 
Tkou  ieeft  what  bias  hers  ukes^ 
Asd  wilt  thou  doubt  that  mine  will  be 
determined  by  it)  Were  not  her  faults, 
before  this,  numerous  enovgh  ?  Why 
will  (he  put  me  upon  locking  back  > 

I  will  fit  down  to  argue  with  my- 
felf by-and'by,  and  thou  ihalt  bi^  ac- 

i    ^sainted  with  the  refult. 

If  thou  didft  but  know,  if  thou 
hadft  bnt  beheld,  what  an  abjeft  flave 
ihe  made  nie  look  like  t— I  had  given 

,  myfelf  high  airs,  as  Jbe  called  them  : 
but  they  were  airs  that  diewed  my  love 
for  her;  that  fbewed  I  could  not  live 
out  of  her  company.    But  flic  took  me 

;  down  with  a  vengeancel  She  made  me 
look  about  me*     So  much  advantage 

:  had  (he  over  me;  foch  fevere  turns  up- 
on me;  by  my  foul,  Jack,  I  had  hardly 
a  word  to  fay  for  my  fel f .  I  am  afiiamed 
to  tell  thee,  what  a  poor  creature  (he 
made  me  look  like  *  But  I  could  have 
told  her  ibmething  that  virould  have 
humbled  her  pretty  pride  at  the  inftant, 
had  (he  been  in  a  proper  place,  and 
proper  company  about  her. 

To  foch  a  place  then—* and  where  (he 
cannot  fly  mer-And  then  to  (ee  how 
my  will  works,  and  what  can  be  done 
\if\\!t^  amorous fee'faw\  now  humble; 
now  proud;  now  ezpe6^ing,  or  de- 
manding; now  fubmitting,  or  acqui- 
efi:ing«— till  I  have  tried  refiftance. 
fiat  thefe  hints  are  at  prefent  enough. 

I    I  may  further  explain  myfelf  as  I  go 

'  along;  and  sis  I  confirm  or  reeede  ih 
my  future  motions .  If  (he  fwAl  revive 
paft  difobligations  1  If  (he  <u;//^But 
Jdo  more,  no  more,  as  I  faid,  at  fre<- 

\  fenty  of  threatenings. 

j  LETTER     XIII. 

I      MR.    LOVELACE,  TO    JOHN    BEL« 
I  FORD,  BS<^ 

I  lH  COMTlKVA'rtOK* 

AND  do  I  not  fee  that  I  (hall  need 
nothing  but  patience,'  in  order  to 
Itatrc  all  power  with  me?   For  what 


332 

<  to  infift  fo  rigoioufly  upon  my  ab- 
^  ienccy  in  order  to  bring  me  clofer  to 
«  thee,  and  malce  the  bleifing  dear  ?— 

*  Well  do  tfy  arts  juAify  imrri  aod 
^  enconrage  me  to  kt  loCfe  my  plotting 
«  genius  upon  thee. 

*  But  let  me  tell  thee,   charming 

*  maid,  if  thy  wiibes  are  at  all  to  b« 

*  anfwered,  tnat  thou  haft  yet  to  ac» 

*  count  to  me  for  thy  reluAance  to  go 

*  off  with  me,  at  a  criiis  when  thy  go- 
.4  fxKgoff  Was  neceflary  to  avoid' being 

f  forced  into  the  nuptial  fetrors  with  a 

*  wretch,  that  were  he  not  thy  aver- 
4  fion,  thou  wert  no  more  honeft  to  thy 
«  own  merit,  than  to  me* 

*  I  am  accu/tovtidio  be  preferred,  let 
f  me  tell  thee,  by  thy  equals  in  rank 
f  too,  though  thy  inuriors  in  merit; 

*  but  who  is  not  fo  ?  And  ihall  I  marry 
'  a  woman,  who  has  given  me  reafon 

*  to  doubt  the  preference  (he  has  for 
f  ine? 

'  No,  my  deareft  kive,  I  have  too 

<  facred  a  regard  for  thy  injunSiom^  to 
'  let  them  be  broken  through,  even  by 

*  thyfelf.    Nor  will  I  take  in  thy  full 

*  meaning  by  blufliing  filence  only. 

*  Nor  flialt  thou  give  me  room  to 
«  doubt,  whether  it  be  neceffity  or  love* 

<  that  inrpiret  this  condefcending  im- 

*  pulfc.' 

Upon  thefe  principles,  what  had  I 
to  do,  but  to  coniibrue  her  filence  into 
contemptuous  difpleafure?  And  I  beg- 
ged her  pardon  for  making  a  motion, 
which  I  had  fo  much  reafon  to  fear 
would  offend  her:  for  the  future  / 
nu9uld  pay  afacrid  regard  to  her  /r#» 
<oi6u»  iajtmStQnjf  and  prove  t6  her  by 
all  my  condu6l  the  truth  of  that  obfer- 
iration,  that  true  love  is  always  fearful 
6f  offending, 

<  And  what  could  the  lady  (ay  to 

*  this?'  methinks  thou  aflceft. 
Say!— Why  (he  looked  vexed,  dif- 

foncerted,  teazed;  was  at  a  loft,  as  I 
^ho$ight,  whether  to  be  more  angry 
Vitl>  berfelf,  or  with  me.  She  turned 
about,  bowcirer,  as  if  to  hide  a  ftait- 
^ng  tear^  and  drew  a  figh  into  two  or 
three  but  Juft  audible  quavers,  trying 
to  fuppreis  it,  and  wit^d'^ew— ^eavinf 
me  mafter  of  the6eld. 

Tell  me  not  of  politene ff :  t^U  qia 
not  of  generofitys  tell  me  not  of  com- 
pafiion-^Is  ihe  not  a  match  for  mtf 
Mtri  than  a  match?  Doea  (he  not  owt- 
^o  me  at  every  fair  weaoon  ?  Has  Ihe 
sot  made  mt  idb«b|  her  lotef  Hi^  flic 
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not  taken  officious  pains  to  declue 
tliat  flie  was  not  averfe  to  Sol  met  for 
any  refpedt  fhe  had  to  me?  and  her 
ibrrow  for  putting  herfelf  out  of  hit 
reachf  that  is  to  fay,  for  meeting  mt? 
-  Then  what  a  triumph  would  it  be  to 
the  Harlowe pride,  were  I  now  t9  mar- 
ry  this  lady  ?  A  family  beneath  ny 
own!  No  one  in  it  worthy  of  an  alli- 
ance with,  but  her!  My  own  efiate 
not  contemptible!  Living  within  tbe 
bounds  of  it,  fo  avoid  dependence  op- 
I  on  their  betters,  and  obliged  to  no  man 
living!  My  expe^ations  ftill  fb  much 
more  coniiderablel  My  perfoii,  my  ta- 
lents—not to  be  defpifed,  furely— -Ytt 
reje£led  by  them  with  fcorn.  Obliged 
to  carry  on  an  underhand  address  to 
their  daughter,  when  two  of  the  moft 
confiderable  families  in  the  kingdom 
have  made  overtures,  which  I  have  de- 
clined, partly  for  her  iake,  and  partly 
becaufe  I  never  will,  marry;  if  ^ebe 
not  the  perfon.  To  be  forced  to  fied 
her  awayi  not  only  from  tbem^  but 
from  berfelf!  and  muft  I  be  brought 
to  imnJore  forgivenefs  and  reconcilia- 
tion from  the  Harlowes?— Beg  to  be 
acknowledged  as  the  fwn  of  a  gloomy 

Xrantj  whofe  only  bcnift  is  his  riches? 
s  a  brother  to  a  wretch,  who  hat 
conceived  immortal  hatred  to  me^  and 
to  aiifter  who  was  beneath  my  attempts, 
or  I  would  have  had  her  in  my  9*wm  we^p 
and  that  with  a  tenth  part  of  the  troo» 
ble  and  pains  that  her  ufttr  haa  coft  me; 
and,  finally,  as  a  nepbevf  to  ancles, 
who  value  tfaemfelTes  upon  tbeir  «r* 
qmred  fortunes,  would  mfult  me  as 
cree]nn|^  to  them  on  diat  account  ?«« 
Forbid  it  the  blood  of  the  Lovelaccs» 
that  your  /a/f,  and,  let  me  fay,  not  Ae 
minnejt  of  vour  ftock,  ihould  thus 
creep,  thus  fawn,  thus  lick  the  dvt^ 
for  a  wipe! 
Proceed  anon. 


LETTER    XIV. 

MIL.   LOVBLACIy    TO  JOBII   Blt.« 
FOaD,  E8<^. 

IV  eOMTlMDATtOX. 

BUTititnotthediriae  Clarissa 
iHarlowe  let  me  not  fay  j  my  Tottl 
fpurpt  them  all  bot  her]  whom  I  am 
thus  bv  application  thi^tening?— U 
virtue  be  t¥e  tnie  nobility,  Imw  aa  Ibe 
cnnoblt^  Md  hvn  fliould  i^  alBanc^ 
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irith  her  ennoble*  were  not  contempt 

iuc  to  the  family  from  which  (he  fprung 
!     and  prefers  to  me ! 

Bat  ag»n,  let  me  ftop.— It  there 
I  not  fomething  wrong,  boj  there  not 
I  been  fomethiDg  wrong,  in  this  divine 
'    crtatnrc?  And  will  not  the  re£e6^iont 

upon  that  wrong  •  (^what  though  it  may 

beconftrued  in  «r^y}iawj<r^)  make  me 
;  unhappy^  when  novelty  has  loft  it*a 
i  charms,  and  when,  mind  and  pcrJbn, 
'■  (he  is  all  my  own>  Libcrtii^s  are 
I  Dicer,  if  ai  Jli  nice,  than  other  men. 
;  They  feldom  meet  with  the  ftand  of 
I  vinue  in  the  women  whom  they  at- 
;    tenpt.    And  by  the  frailty  of  thofe 

ftcy  have  triumphed  over*  they  judge 

of  all  the  reft.  Importunity  and  oppor^ 
I  tmip  no  woman  is  proof  againft,  efpe- 
i-  ciaify  from  a  pctfcvering  lover,  who 
I  kfiows  how  to  uiit  temptations  to  incli- 
i  nations:  this,  thoM  knoweft,  is  a  prime 
I     article  of  ihc  rake's  creed. 

'  And  what  1*  (methinks  thou  a(k. 

eft  with  furprize)  '  Doft  thou  queftion 
I  '  this  moft  admirable  of  women  ?— • 
I    *  The  virtue  ofaCtARissA  doft  thou 

«  qutftion  ?' 
I  do  not,  I  dare  not  queftion  it.  My 
j    reverence  for  her  wi  1 1  not  let  me  Mre^- 

/^queftion  it.  But  let  me,  in  my  turn, 
I  aflc  thee— Is  not,  may  not  her  vinue  be 
I  founded  rather  in  priJe  than  in  princi^ 
I  ^f  Whoie  daughter  is  flie  ?— And  is 
\  (he  not  a  daughter?  If  impeccable, 
!  how  came  Ihe  by  her  impeccability? 
I    The  pride  of  fettmg  an  example  to  her 

fex  has  run  away  with  her  hitherto,  and 

may  have  made  her  till  x^oi;  invincible. 

But  is  not  that  pride  abated?  What 

may  not  both  xe^js  and  'women  be  brouf;ht 

to  do,  inamorttfidfiatef  Whatmmd 

is  fupcrior  to  calamity  ?  Pride  is  per- 
haps the  principal  bulwark  of  female 

virtue.    Humble  a  woman,  and  may 

flie  not  ))e  effeStuallj  humbled  ? 
Th^  who  fays,  Mifs  Clariffa  Har- 

lowe  is  the  paragon  of   virtue?— Is 

virtue  itfelf  ? 

*  AH  who  know  her,  and  have  heard 
*  of  her,^  it  willi>e  anfwered. 

Common  bruit  l-»  Is  virtue  to  be 
eftabliftied  by  common  bruit  only?«« 
Has  her  virtue  ever  been  promidf'-m 
Who  has  dared  to  try  her  virtue  ? 

I  told  th<e,  I  would  (it  ckwn  to  ar« 
gue  with  myielfi  and  I  have  drawn 

*  The  particular  attention  of  fuch  of  the  foir-fef  as  are  more  apt  to  re^d  for  theiske: 
4  aowftmcnt^  than  inftro^'on,  isrc^ueftcd  t^this^tter  of  Mr*  Lovelace. 

this 


myfelf  is  to  argunentation  before  I 
was  aware. 

Let  me  enter  into  «  ftrifi  dilcnffioA 
of  this  fubje6l. 

I  know  how  ungenerous  an  appear-, 
ance  what  I  h^^ve  luid,  and  what  I  have 
farther  to  iay,  on  this  topick,  will 
have  from  mei  but  am  I  not  bringing 
virtue  to  the  touchftooe,  with  a  view 
to  exalt  it,  if  it  come  out  to  be  proof? 
—A vaunt  then,  for  one  moment,  all 
coniideration  that  may  ariie  from  a 
weaknefs  which  fome  would  mifcall 
gratitude^  and  is  oftentimes  the  cor* 
rupter  of  a  heart  not  ignoble  1 

To  the  teft  then— And  I  will  bring 
this  charmine  creature  to  the  firiB^ 
teft,  that  all  the  fez,  who  may  be 
fhewn  any  paft*ages  in  my  letters,  [And 
I  know  thou  cheareft  the  hearts  of  all 
thy  acauaintancc  with  fuch  detached 
parts  of  mine,  as  tend  not  todiflionour 
chambers,  or  reveal  names :  and  this- 
gives  me  an  appetite  to  oblige  thee  by 
interlardment]  that  all  the  Tex,  I  fay,^ 
may  fee  what  they  Mught  tobe\  what  is 
expeQed  from  them)  and  if  they  have 
to  deal  with  a  perfon  of  reflexion  and 
punctilio,  [of  pride,  if  thou  wilt]  bow 
careful  they  ought  to  be,  by  $.  regular 
and  uniform  conduat  not  to  give  him 
caufe  to  think  lightly  of  them  for  fa- 
vours granted,  which  may  be  interpret- 
ed into  natural  *weakiteji.  For  is  not 
a  wife  the  keeper  of  a  man*s  honour  t 
And  do  not  her  faults  bring  more  dif- 
grace  upon  a  hufl>and,  than  even  upoor 
herfelf? 

It  is  not  for  nothing.  Jack,  that  I 
have  difliked  the  life  of  fliackles. 

To  the  teft.  then,  as  I  faid,  finoe  now 
I  have  the  queftion  brought  home  to 
me,  whether  I  am  to  have  a  wife?.  And 
whether  the  be  to  be  t  wife  at  the  firfl  or 
at  tht  fecond  hand  > 

I  will  proceed  fairly.  I  will  do  the 
dear  creature  not  only  ftrid,  but  gene^ 
rous  juftice)  for  I  will  try  her  by  her 
own  judgment,  as  well  as  by  our  prin- 
ciples. 

She  blames  herfelf  for  having  corre<- 
fponded  with  me,  a  man  of  free  cha- 
ra^er;  and  one,  indeed,  whofejCr^  view, 
it  was,  to  draw  her  into  this  correfpon<* 
dencej  find  who  fuccecded  in  it,  by 
means  unknown  to  herfelf. 

Now,  what  were  hw  inducements  to 
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tbts  correfpondence?  If  not  what  her 
nicenefs  makes  her  think  blame -worthy, 
why  does  flie  blame  herfelf  ? 

Has  (he  been  capable  of  error  ?  Of 
perfifti ng  -in  that  error  ? 

Whoever  ^^s  the  tempter ^  that  w  not 
the  thi  ng ;  nor  what  the  temptation .  The 
faSy  the  error i  is  now  before  us. 

Did  fhe  periift  in  it  againft  parental 
prohibition  ? 

She  owns  (he  did. 

Was  a  daughter  ever  known  who  had 
higher  notions  of  the  filial  duty,  of  the 
parental  authority  ? 

Never. 

What  ihuft  be  tho(e  inducements, 
how  (Irong,  that  were  tooflrong  for  duty, 
in  a  daughter  fo  dutifiil F'^'Wh^t  mufl 
my  thoughts  have  been  of  thefe  induce- 
ments, what  m^  hopes  built  upon  them, 
M  the  time,  taken  in  this^iffht  > 

Well,  but  it  will  be  (aid,  that  her 
principal  view  was,  to  prevent  mifchief 
between  her  brother  and  her  other 
friends,  and  the  man  vilely  infulted  by 
them  all. 

But  why  (hould^f  be  more  concerned 
for  the  farety  of  others,  than  they  were 
for  their  own }  And  had  not  the  ren* 
immter  then  happened }  Was  a  perfon 
0f  virtue  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  break 
through  htr apparent,  her  acknowledged 
duty,  upon  ar^  confideration  ?  And  if 
not,  was  (he  to  be  fo  prevailed  upon  to 
prevent  an  apprehended  evi  1  on ly  ? 

'  Thou,  Lovelace,  the  tempter,'  (thoo 
wilt  again  break  out  and  fay)  *  to  be 
«  theaccuferJ^ 

But  I  am  not  the  accufer.  I  am  the 
arguer  only,  and,  in  my  heart,'  all  the 
time  acquit  and  woHbip  the  divine  crea- 
ture. But  let  me,  neverthelefs,  examine^ 
/  whether  the  acquittal  be  owing  to  her 
merit y  or  to  my  ^xi;^^^— ^ wiaknefs  • 
the  true  name  tor  love! 
'  But  (hall  we  fuppofe  another  motive? 
i— And  that  is  LOvb;  a  motive  which 
all  the  world  will  excufe  her  for.  But 
let  me  tell  all  the  world  that  do,  not 
becaufe  they  ougbty*  but  becaufe  all  the 
world  is  apt  to  be  mifled  by  it. 

Let  LOVB  then  be  the  morive-^Love 
ofijohomf 

A  Loveiace,  is  the  anfwer. 

Is  there  but  on^  Lovelace  in  the  worMf 
May  not  mor^  Lovelaces  be  attrtiAed  by 
§6  line  a  (igure?  By  fucb  exalted  quali- 
ties ?  It  was  her  chara£ler  that  drew  me 
to  her)  and  it  was  her  beauty  and  good' 
fenfe,  that  rivetted  my  chains:  and  now ' 


H^ir together;  make  me  think  hh  a  Tub'  ! 
jeft  worthy  of  my  attempts ;  worthy  gf  i 
my  ambition. 

^  But  has  (he  had  the  tandour,thc  open- 
nefs,  to  ackno<wledge  that  love  } 

She  has  not. 

Wel>,  then,  If  love  be  a^the  bottom, 
is  there  not  another  fault  lurking  be- 
nbath  the  (hadow  of  that  love  ? — Has 
(he -not  affe3ation?'^-^r  is  it  pride  tf 
heart? 

•  And  what  Fefults?---Is  then  the  dt^ 
vine  Clan(ra  capable  of  loving  a  man 
whom  (he  ought  not  to  love?  And  is  ibe 
capable  o{ egfeSoHon?  And  is  her  vir- 
tue founded  in  pride ?^^hxA^  if  thean- 
IWer  to  thefe  queftions  be  affirmative,  ^ 
muft  (he  not  then  be  a  ^woman  f 

And  can  (he  keep  this  love  at  hayf 
Can  (he  make  him^^  who  has  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  tri  umph  over  other  women, 
tremble?  Qan  (he  condu£l  her(elf,  as  to 
make  him,  at  times,  quelion  whether 
(he  loves  him  or  eurf  man ;  yet  not  have 
the  requifite  command  over  the  paifion 
itfelf  in  fteps  of  the  higheft  con (equence.  , 
to  her  honour,  as  Jhe  thinks,  [/  gtm  try  -  \ 
ittg  berj  Jack,  hy  her  own  tifoughis']  bat 
fuffer  herfelf  to  be  phivoked  to  promife 
to  abandon  her  father^s  houii:,  and  go 
off  with  him,  knowing  his  eharafter; 
and  even  conditioning  not  to  marry  till 
Improbable  and  remote  contingencies 
were  to  come  to  pafs?  What  though  the 
provocations  were  fuch  as  would  jaftify 
any  other  woman  (  yet  was  a  Clarissa 
to  be  fufceptible  to  provocations  which 
(he  thinks  ^r^jThighly  cenfureable  for 
being  fo  much  moved  by  ? 

But  let  us  (ee  the  dear  creaimre  re- 
folved  to  revoke  her  promife;  yet  meti  - 
ing  her  lover;  a  bold  and  intrepid  man, 
who  was  more  than  once  before  dilap^ 
pointed  by  her;  and  who  comet,  as  ue 
knows,  prepared  to  expeS  the  fraics 
of  her  appointment,  and  reiblved  to 
carry  her  o(F.  And  let  us  fee  him  ac« 
tualiy  carrying  her  off;  and  bavine  her 
at  his  mercy-— May  there  not  be,  I  re- 
peat, other  Lovelaces;  other  &>f  intre* 
pid  perfevering  enterprisers;  afthoojglt 
they  may  not  go  to  vrork  in  the  fame 
way? 

And  has  then  a  Clarissa  (herfeif 
her  judge)  failed  ?— In  fucb^«af  points 
failed  ?— And  may  (he  no^  further  fail? 
<«-Fatl  in  thtgreateft  point,  to  which  all 
the  other  points,  in  which  Qnthmbulpd^  . 
have  but  a  natural  tendency  f 

Nar  lay  thou,  that  virtue,  in  the  eye  -. 

rf  .J 
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^F  BuHHHt  it  M  «mich  i  mm^  m»  u 
vtMDR^  grtce.  By  TifftiwiAdNf  pliiM 
t  noa  chaftityi  aii4  to  be  Al^erbr  to 
icancvtfoo  $  my  Chttilll  •vt  <»f  iIm 
i|iicftioii.  K#raiLtlMo,  6lHiUtliettaft 
kexttilt)r»  )p«t«tpea  tlwwotoiMllBlM 


we  s«iil)r,  )p>tt  «tpeet  tM  wotoiMi  IB  IM  HitlR  toot  be  ttloWM 

Siltlefs,  and  even  unfufpefUMef  tJtgt  iMhvy  or  anliibikit* 

n  Bot  tboA  ammeMti  I  (br.  Slice  Miy  nM  tbea  fbt  ftncdi  of  hintwl 

tbe  irile»  by  m  nilurv^  May  «fc>  dnicb  could  tarry  her  thusfar^  be  allowed 
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Nof  »bli4  it  ftftnge,  Aat  I  rtsfulb  to 
bear  any- thing jpkMed  in  b^bitf  bf  i 
ftandard  viktve^  iWm  high^^MPi»^4ViMR/. 
Ate  nbf  provocation  I  ttlid  temptaikMia' 
the  tKftt  of  f  irtbit  A  llandartt  TirtoO 
tfinfl  toot  be  alloored  to  be  Mvtikmi  to 

f«ccefiofhiiDtWh# 

be  an  entmiragement  for  biti  to  oy  to 
carry  her/iiHAfr^  Itiibottotry.  Wfao 
orill  be  aftild  of  t  tritd  for  this  dtvino 
' Creature?  Thou  knowcft,  that  I  fia«0 
Aoi«  than  ontti  tvirice,  or  thrice^  pot  to 
tbe  fiery  tHal  young  women  of  naoie 
and  eharaQeri  md  oeva*  yet  met  with 
one  wlio  4ield  out  a  month)  nor  indeed 
4b  long  ai  could  pottle  mf  intention. 
I  have  eonclodiad  agatnft  the  whole  ftx 
opon  It.  And  now,  if  I  have  not  fbond 
a  virto«  that  cannot  be  cormpied,  I 
will  Areirtbat  tbere  it  not  one  Aieh  in 
the  whole  ftft%  It  not  then  the  whole 
ftt  oonctrned  dMt  tMt  tfkl  ftoold  be 
mode?  And  who  it  it  tbtt  knowt  thra 
lady,  that  would  not  ftake  upon  her  head 
the  honour  of  tbe  wholeN--t«l  her  who 
wooM  nIMk  it»  come  iorthi  and  defiri 
to  Aand  in  her  plaoe. 

I  muft  afloiothee,lbal  I  btoea  pio* 
digioot  h%h  opinion  of  virtue;  at  I 
baveof  nil  moft  meet  and  excelltacvt» 
w4iieh  I  bate  nolroecn  able  to  attain  my • 
felf.  Bverv  Hree-lffer  would  not  fltf 
tfalty  nor  tmk  thna^Evenr  aigument 
be  oftt,  coodemnatMjr  of  bit  own  ac- 
tloni,  at  feme  wonM  thinlt.  But  in- 
geiiuoolbeft  wtt  tvcr  a  Cgsal  part  of 
my  chamfter. 

SAtaOi  whom  tbeo  maynci  if  thov 
iAXtt  io  thit  eaibt  call  my  tnl(igafor»pet ' 
the  eood  man  of  old  upon  the  ftvereil' 
trftlt.  To  hit  behaviour  under  thefe, 
tfiale  that  good  Oian  owed  hit  honoof  * 
and  hit  fotuie  rewatdt.  An  innocent 
pertbn,  if  doubted,  moft  wtfh  to  be 
brooght  to  a  fair  and  candid  trial . 

RinakSo,  indeed,  in  Aitofto,  pat  fbt 
Mantua  Knigbt*t  cup  of  trial  from  htm, 
v^hieb  wtt  to  be  the  proof  of  his  wt fe't 
ehaftiiy  •.—■Thit  Wat  his  argument  for 
forbearing  the  experiment:  *  Whv 
<  Aiottld  I  ftek  a  thing  I  Ihould  be  loth 
'  (oftod?  My  Wife  it  a  woman.  The 
'  fex  it  frail.  I  cannot  believe  better  of 
*  her  than  I  do.  It  will  be  to  my  own 
«  lofs,  if  I  Itrid  reafon  to  think  worfe.'* 
te  OM  fainily  wiUlmt  forgive  her  >        Bot  Rinaldo  would  not  have  ref ufed  the 

*  ne  floty  teHt  at,  tlh^t  o)io«vtr  dr^nlc  of  tMs  cap,  if  Kxs  '^tih  were  duile,  coaM  drinfe 
<<0wilftllii3f  j  if  ethtrwiff ,  the  contrary. 

Vo  tnal 


mere  injury  to  the  hulbtod,  than  the 
huiband  can  do  to  the  wifei  and  not  only 
to  her  boffannd»  but  to  nil  bit  family, 
hyobvrodtoff  another  man^a  chtkbcn 
imo  bit  poilediont,  perhapt  to  the  eo*> 
dufion  of  (at  leall  to  a  pttrtieipotioo 
with)  hit  own{  he  believing  tfaem  all 
the  time  to  bo  Ue.  In  fehoeye  of  Hen* 
veo,  therefore,  the  fin  cmmm  be  e^oal* 
Bc6det  I  bavr  ctad  in  ibme  placet  ibm 
thg*v9omsmnMms0tgukfirUytilmm,  not 
lU  mamff  thi  fwmmam,  Virtoo  then  it 
k&  to  be  diipealed  with  in  the  woman 
than  in  die  ouin. 

*  Thou,  Lovelace,*  (methinkt  fome 
better  man  than  thvfeir  wHl  fay)  « to 
*  eneft  inch  perfeoion  in  a  womani* 

*  Yet,  1/  may  I  anfwer.  Wat  not 
the  great  Cwfar  a  g^icat  rake  at  to  wo** 
men?  Wat  be  not  tailed,  by  hit  very 
ibidiert,  on  one  of  hit  trinmphantao- 
triet  into  Rome,  Tkt  hmU-ptaedkibir^ 
And  warning  given  of  ftoOi  to  tho 
«voo/,  at  w«B  at  to  the  dnoghteit,  of 
hitfeliow.cititent?  Yet  did  not  Qmhg 
tepadiate  bit  wife  for  beiilg  only  in 
eompanv  with  Clodiut,  or  I'aiber  bc« 
caoie  clodiut,  though  by  futprim  up* 
on  her,  wat  found  iO  here?  And  wm 
wit  the  reafon  he  gave  for  itN— ll  traa 
thtt,  (though  a  rake  himfelf,  at  I  have 
laid)  and  only  thit--*rA/w;{^^4'o<(Gv> 

Cttikr  wti  not  a  prouder  man  thha 
Lovelnce. 

Go  to  then,  Jack;  nor  lay,  nor  ht 
tny.body fay,  in  thy  heaiinff,  that  Lote" 
Uce,  a  mon  valuin||  him£lf  opoO  Wt 
aooefbyi  it  fiogtdarin  hit  espemlioot 
of  a  wifo't  purity,  though  not  pufft 
himftlf, 

Ao  to  my  Gt  AOist^,  I  owo,  thnt  I 
baldly  think  there  ever  wa«  fueh  ah 
tngiel  of*  womon.  But  hat  flw  n^t^  an 
tbovo,  abeadp  taken  itept,  whiok  ikt 
VnkM  condemna^  9tept,  trbieh  tho 
world  and  h«r  own  famUy  did  not  think: 
*^  T«B;po6droftnkingf  Aadforwhl^di 
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tcizi  of  the  Itdy,  before  (he  heeatne  his 
wife.  Mid  when  he  might  JMfe  fonud 
lii%.»ccount  in  deteftwg  h«r. 
,  FoK  iny  parti  I  would  noc  have  put 
the  cupfram  me,  thowsb  OMffied*  ha4 
H.beep  but  in  hope  of  Ending  reafon  t6 
confirm  my  ^W  opinion  of  my  wife'a 
honour ;  and  chat  t^fllighl  •fcno^»(•  who- 
^fi  I  \k^^  a  fnake  of  n  ^ff  ia-my  bo- 
ibm.     :.. 

To.  my  point^What  nEKift  that  vir- 
tue  jbe,  which  will  not  ftand  a  triaU— ? 
Whai.that  wgoUi>»  wbo.would  wi(h  to 
i)iunit^ 

,  Well,  then,  a  trial  feems  neorffary  for 
the/«r<^r  eftabli(hmenf  of  the  honottr 
pf  &  etuellent  a  creature., 

And  whp  flukU  put  her  to  this  trial  f 
Who,  but  the  man,  who  has,  as  (he 
thinks,  already  induced  her  in  l^ftr 
points,  to  fwence?— And  this  for  her 
tnvmfikt  in  a  double  ienfe-^Notonly, 
a^,  he  has  beeD^able.  I»  make/wtf  mih 
preffion,  but  as  the  regrtU  the  impreT- 
fion  made;  a^d  fo  mav  be  preCumcd 
to  he  guarded  sig^iniL.bis  fuithcr  aU 

tfUfiptS,  .   ( 

The  rttuatioa  flieis  at  prefeat  in,  it 
muft  be  confca«4f  is^di^dyani^geoiit 
one  to  her:  but  if  ihe.oTetcoinB»  that 
will  redound  to,  her  honour*  • 

Shun  not,  therefoce,  my  dear  fiwl, 
further  trials,  nor  haiie.  me  for  making . 
tfaem.-*For  what  ^i^toman  ca»  be  (aid  to 
1^  virtuous  till  fke  h;w  b^ea  tried? 

Nor  is  9JU  eflFort,  9m  trial,  to  be  Cuf* 
£cient.  Why?  Becaufeawoman's heart 
may  be  at  one  t^me4i<i4«w»irt  atanolhcr 
'waX'-^A^i  I  have  oftep  experienced. 
And  To,  no  doubt,  ha&  thou.       i  . 

:  *  A  fine  time.4>f  it^?  methinfcs  thou 
i^yeft,  *  would  the  women  have,  if  they 
Swcrealltobetried!' 

.  But,  Jai:k,  I  am  not  for  ^hot  neither. 
Thottgib  I  am  a.^ake,  1^  am  not  a  rake*s 
f^icnd^  except  thine  aodcoropany*s.  • 
Ami  be  this  one  of  the  nux^s  of  my 
tedious  diiciiOlon— Let  the  litde  ro^e» 
whf  would  not  he  put  u  ibi^qtufiioM^  ^ 
I'may  catl  it,  chufe  accofdingly.  JL4t 
t\Jui\  piefer  to  their  favour  good  honeft 
fobei-  fellows,  who  have  cun  been  uTed 
to  play  dogs  tikkst  who  will  be,  wilU. 
ii^  fio  take  them  ^a  they  ojftr^  and  who 
being  tolerable  ihemfel¥es«  Are  nol^  fu- 
l^ictous  of  others. 

, « But  what,*  methinks  thoQ  a^eft.  <is 
'•to  (>ccom<.oif  the  lady,. if  (he  fail  V 

«  What?— Why  will  (he  nojt,  ifjfHce 
*fiibdutdf  he  a/ivajs  /ub^ugJF  Ano^ 
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ther  of  our  libertine  raaxims.     AfiA 
what  aorrnmenfe  pleafure  to  a  marriage^*^ 
hatec,  .what  rapture  to  thought,  t6  oi^ 
able  to -prevail  upon  fueh  a  woman  tw 
MifsClariiEiHarSowe  to  live  with  ktflh/.  '^ 


I 


witbout  rr«f  change  of  name  1 

But  if  ihe*  ifefift-^If  nobly  fte  ftand  r^ 
bertriall—  '   *-; 

.  Why  then  I  will  marry  her;  and  blea|'  \* 
my  ftars  for  foch  an  angel  of  a  vnfe,         ^ 

But  will  flte  not  hate  thee? — will  ifae*  ^ 
notrefufe—  *    -^ 

No,  no.  Jack !— Ctrcumftanced  an^  ^ 
fitnoted  as  we  are,  I  am  not  afraid  or  *  > 
that.  Andhatemel  Why  fliould  the  hate  ^ 
the  man  who  loves  her  upon  proof?  r^ 

And  then  for  a  little  hint  at  reprtfiti^^  4 
Am  I  not  foftiiied  in  my  refolutions  of  ^ 
trying  btr  virtue j  who  ts  reA>lved,  as  I 
may  fay,  to  try  mime^  Who  haa  de- 
claied,  tjhat  flie  will  not  marry  me,  till 
ibe  has  'hopes  of  my  refonnatioo  > 

.  And  now,  to  pot  in  end  to  this  Ibber 
argumentation,  wilt  thou  not  thylelf 
(whom  i  have  fuppofed  an  adrocate  for 
the  lady,becaufe  I  know  that  Lord  M.*' 
has  put  thee  upon  ufing  the  intcreft  he"; 
thinks  thou  haft  in  me.  to  perAiade  me  ] 
to  eater  the  p^;  ngfiit  thorn  »9ttbjfiyrf 
allow  me  to  tiy,  if  I  cannot  awaken  ^ 
'fTiwif  tn.lier?-«To  try,  if  (be,  with  all 
thatglowinr  fymmetry  of  parts,  and'^ 
that  full  bwom  of  vmal  graoea,  h/f 
which  tfie  alttaAs  every  eye,  be  reniljr  j 
iaflestble  as  to  the  grand  article? 

<Let  me  begin  then,  as  opoortunity 
pmfaitt—- I  vrill;  and.  watch  her  e^ 


Aep  to  find  one  Aiding  one;  ber  every  ' 
"    "  ritical.'' 


to  find  the  moment  cnticaj 
And  Ibo-rathcr,  as  flie  fpares  not  me, 
but  takes  every  advantage  that  offcn,  ' 
to^punle  and  plague  me )  nor  cxpeSa' 
nor  thinks  me  to  be  a  good  man. 
;  If  Oiebe  a  aimvAr,  and  kve  me,  I 
(hall  fusely  catch  her  once  triplHng: 
for  love  was  ever  a  traitor  to  if^s  bar-  ' 
bonrer;  and  love  loefibca,  and  I  nmth^' 
fid,  fte  will  beassr/than  woman,  as  tile 
poet  6ys,  orllefs  than  man,  if  I  Aie-' 
cced'iiot* 

Now,  Belford,  all  is  out.  The  Indy' 
i ^  mide ;  tell  be  mote  mine.  Man  ' 
I  iee,.isin  my  power,  nosvyftris  fo, 
p^aps  it  ban  not.  If  f  can  liave 
*miUfalUi  marriage,  who  can  blame  me^ 
for  trying?  If  Mi,  great.  Ml  b^  her'"* 
glory,  and  my  future  confidence.  Amf 
well  win-  (he-merit  the  (acrifice  I  flialf'' 
make  her  of  my  liberty;. and  from'nll^ 
her  fcx  hoAoura  nex;  to  diviacj  far  ^iv- 

.      ii«r 
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.  19  « proof,  that  thece  wat  ouct  a  wor 
;  ||pi;«lioie  vktiie  no  trtaU«  -no  ika(i»- 
inMb  «o  tcnptatJQQS,  even  from  tb« 
!  mm  hie  katcd  sot,  could  ovtrpowcr. . 
I  Kpir  wilt  tboo  ^  all  my  circMUtioni- 
aftia  aglafa  %«!il  t  thou  ^  it.-^CAB  Ai.  A» 
\mmi9cry  ia  the  word  ^i  nor  kt  the  it- 
em efcape  thee  even  in  tby  dircama. 

Kobo^y  doubts«  that  fiie  it  to  be  my 
«i&.'    Let  her  pafs  for  fu€b«  when  X 

£'  e  the  word.  Mean  time,  reforcnatton 
il  be  my  ftalking-horie;  fooie  OBC 
ttbe  wotnca  in  London,  if  I  can  get 
'thitheri  ray  binl.  And  £»  much  for 
Ibis  time. 


own  iadgmcnthATe^mkibittd&l.  T^l 
oddoia  ambUng  Aftil  your  ulicle,(  who/b 
Yifitt  ara'ir«qiic«ter  than  e^r)  inAi- 
gated  by  yolir  m^ciout  and  iklikfh  bf9- 
ther  aad  fiAcrt  it  th«  occafion.  And 
they  onWhave  bocrowed  ny  molbcr*» 
lips  I U IM  diiasce  they  are  from  you, 
for  a  fort  of  fpeaking- trumpet  for  them*. 
Tht  prohibitioDf  once  more  I  fay,.c«k« 
not  come  from  ber  heiit :  but  if  it  did^ 
i$  £>  much  danger  to  be  apprebendod 
from  my  contiBuing  to  wriu  to  one  o& 
m  own  k%,  as  if  1  wrote  to  one  of  tho 
•thcrf  l>OB*t  let  dcjeaion  aac^difap* 
pointment  and  Ac  cowfe  of  c^piieinon 
which  you  have  run  through,  weakto 
your  mind,  my  deareft  ereaturt  i  and 
make  you  ice  i9coiiveniencea«  whortf 
there  poiTibly  cannot  bt  any.,  IfyHnt' 
taUAt  [^firihUmgr  at  ytfu  call  it^  fo* 
if  MM#— And  Iwitt  /cribble  on  retail-! 
opportunity;  aQd.t0iroui  iettbemfay.^ 
what  the^  will.  Nor  let  your  letters  b*k 
filled  with  the  fek^accttfations  yon 
mention:  there  i.a  no caiife  for  them.  X., 
wiAiy  that  your  Anna  Howe,  wbojeon*) 
tinues  inher  mothtr^s  houfe,  were  huf^ 
half  fo  good  as  Mifs  ClariiTa  HarioMr««) 
who  has  been  ikiveo  out  of  her  fe- 
ther*f. 

I  will  hj  nothing  upon  your  Zettev- 
to  your  iafter  till  I  iee  the  effea  it  will 
have.  Yott  hope,  you  tell  me,  that  you; 
(hall  have  your  money  and  cloaths  fent 
yooy  notwithftanding  my  opinion  to  the 
contrary— I  am  forry  to  have  it  to  ac- 
ouaiat  you^  that  I  have  juit  now  heard, 
th^t  th^  have  fat  in  council  upon  your 
letttri  and  that  your  mother  was  the 
only  perfoB  who  was  for  icndii^g  yoti  -. 
your  things;  and  was  over- ruled.     I 
charge  you,  therefore,  to  accept  of  my. 
offer,  as  by  my  laft:  and  give  oie  par-. 
ti.cular  directions  for  what  you  want, 
that  I  €a|2  fupply  you  with  befidef. 

I>on't  fiBt  your  thought  fo  much  up- 
on a  reconciliation,  as  to  prevent  your 
laying  hold  of  any  handforoe  opportu- 
nity to  givf:  yourfelf  a  prote<5Vor$  i'uch 
a  one  as  the  m^o  will  be,  who,  I  ima^ 
^  ne,  huibaod-lilce,  wi^l  let  nobody  iiw 
ult  you  but  himfelf . 

What  could  he  mean,  by  letting  flip' 
fuch  a  c^ne  as  that  you  mention }  I  don*t 
know  how  to  blame  you^  fof  bow  could 
you  go  beyond  filence  and  bluflies, 
whep  the  f9olifli  fellow  came  with  his 

*  This  «Qid«  wbcACVer  ufcd  by  any  of  thefe  gentlemfSDy  was  agreed  to  impjy  an  in- 
■^i-ftcret* 

y  u  a       obfervances 


..     LETTER    XV. 

HISS  HOWI,  TO   MISS   CLAftlSSA 
HARLOWE. 

,    (nt'Aiiswaa  TOLiTTtas  T.xi.J 

DO  act  be  h  much  concerned,  my 
dcaitft  ^iend,  at  the' bickerings, 
tencen  my  mother  and  me.  We  love 
'ii^^ther  dearly  notwithftanding.  If 
^  another  had  not  me  to  find  Tanlt 
-Miy  flie  muft  find  fault  with  fome- 
htAj  clfe.  And  as  to  me,  I  am  a  very 
haij  girl }  and  were  there  not  this  oc- 
afioo,  there  would  be  ibme  other,  to 
Imvit. 

You  have  heard  me/iy,  that  this  was 
^imwpk  the  caie  between  us.  You  could 
sf^tfTw;^  have  known  it.  For  when 
a*  was  with  us,  you  harmonized  us 
lndi|  aad  indeed  1  was  always  more 
l6aid  of  you  than  of  my  mother.  But 
Imtthat  ^we  is  accompanied  with  love. 
Tour  reproofs,  as  I  have  always  found, 

K*  ta  charmingly  mild  and  inftrudive; 
evidently  calculated  to  improve,  and 
»us  temper 
Bat  here 


ttoproToke;  that  a  i 


be  amended  by  them 
r,  mind  my  good  mamma,  when  you 
not  with  us — '  Tou  ihall,  Itellyou^ 
^Jiaujf.  I  ivill  have  /'/  fo.  Don't  I 
*  kmw bift \  I *won't he difobtytdJ'  How 
a  daughter  of  fpirit  bear  fuch  Ian- 
iuigef  fuch  looks  too  with  the  Ian- 
and  not  have  a  longing  mind  to 


^l 


t 


Don't  advife  me,  my  dear,  to  fub- 
^cribe  to  my  mother's  prohibition  of 
iBOfie(pondence  with  you.  She  has  no 
for  It.    Nor  would  (he  of  her 
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^ftnranect  of  ihe  rcftrifttom  which 
fm  laM  him  \m^  fAmt  in  anoihcf 

yM^i«altyihrilt»pe«^M|totv«r.  Awl, 
upM  my  word,  yav  did  not  ijp^rt  him. 

1  reptftt  what  I  (hid  m  my-M,  «hat 
youh«Mi^«tiyiii«tpirttAa|ki  audi 
wiMadd^  thaiyMilMhP»amM^at*ia 
much  too  daKfcait  for  yovr  part*  B«« 
wlicti  ib«  lovarUfxaUad,  tbo  tadymoft 
ht  httmhM.  nt  h  naiwally  pfoud 
^bidiaucy.  I  doubv  yp»  m^lk  angaga 
fo  frUi^  which  h^  oaNa  hk  hmfmr: 
ind  thai  you  muft  throw  o#  a  Ntrte 
noro  of  the  veil.  Amd  I  w^nld  havo 
yoo  vfftiHii  yoor  wMks^  hefcio  him, 
thai  yott  hadnot  mtahiai,  and  thelihc. 
WhatfignrAea  wiihing,  my  deal*?  He 
win  not  JMar  it.  Yo»  can  hordl/  «x* 
]mA  (hat  he  wilK     - 

NbvcrtheleA,  it-reiaamo  toilie  verr 
lioltoift  of  my  p»4dO,  tbai  any  wrtteh 
«f  that  ftx  flio«M  boaMa  10  trhimph 
cMrClariifii.  .     ^     ^    . 

IcaAiiot,  howoms hut ihy,  that  lam 
fliaMied  with  yoor  ^iMt.  8om««h 
fweamefa,  where  (WeetneA  i»  re^aifitc; 
Ih  much  fpirit,  where  fpirit  is  called 
f«r--What  a  #ro#  magmmimity! 

But  I  doubt,  inyourprofent  circom* 
ftancet,  you  muft  endeavour  after  a  Mt- 
tla  more  of  the  teftnre,  in  eafea  where 

Kn  are  difpkaftd  with  hhn,  and  paU 
le  a  little.  That  Kumaiti^whiclv  he 
putt  on  when  you  rife  upe»  him>  ia  not 
SMtural  to  him* 

Methinfct  I  Ae  the  man  heOtating^ 
and  looking  like  thefoolyou  imiat  hinv,, 
under  your  corroairefoperiority!— But 
he  is  not  a  fool.  Don*!  put  him  upon 
teingUng  refentment  with  hit  lovo. 

You  are  rery  fei  iou»>  my  dear,  in  the 
lirft  of  the  two  letters  beforo  nne^  in  re- 
lation to  Mr.  Hickman  and  noe;  and 
in  relation  to  my  mother  and  me.  But 
as  to  the  latter,  you  muft  not  be  too 
grave.  If  we  are  not  well  together  at 
one  time,  weare  not  ill  together  at  ano- 
thrr.  And  while  I  am  able  to  make  her 
fmtle  in  the  midft  of  the  moft- angry  fie 
ihe  ever  fell  into  on  the  nreient  occa- 
£on,  (though  fometimea  Ae  would  not 
if  (he  could  help  it)  it  ia  a  very  good 
frgn;  a  fign  that  difpleaBiraean  never  go 
deep,  or  be  lading.  And  then  a  kind 
vkord,  or  kind  look,  to  her  fovourite 
-Bickman,  feta  the  one  into  rapturea, 
and  the  other  in  toleimblf  b«ua6ar>  at 
any  time. 
But  your^f^paiiif  9ie«lllMit}'aild^ 


with  all  my  levity,  htk  the  food  fdk| 
imift  (bmetimea  paitako  of  that  pains 
nor  will  k  be  over,  aa  lo«g  aa  yoar  ait 
in  a  Ibte  of  tmcertatitty}.  and  eAeciaUy 
u  f  Vraa  not  able  to  prevail  Air  diat 
praeeAfon  fot  which  yon  would  have 
pievented  the  unhappy  Aep,  ^  ae- 
cefflty  fdrwhicbwa  both,  with  ibmodi 
reaCbn.  deplore. 

1  have  only  to  add,  (and  yet  it  is 
needleA  to  tell  you  )  that  I  am,  and  will 
evvr  be,  your^  t^ftStwrnltf^  fikai  jad 

Ahita  Howe. 


LETTER    XVI. 

MISS  CLARHaAHillLLOWftyTOIIfSS 
UOWB. 

YO  U  teU  me,  my  dear,  that  my 
cloa^b^  and  thjt  uyXt  Aiai^oC  mo* 
ney  I  left  behind  me,  will  not  be  kot 
me.— But  I  will  ftill  hope..  It  i%y^ 
early  daysJ  When  their  Mfions  Aib> 
(ide,  they  will  better  comider  of  the 
matter  I  and  e(]^cisJly  as  I  have  my 
ever  dear  and  excellent  mother  for  my 
friend  in  this  reqoeft.  O  the  ^rat  in- 
dulgencef  How  has  my  heart  bled,  and 
how  doea  it  ftill  bleed  for  hep  I 

Ynon  advift  me  not  to  depend  upon  a 
reconciliation.  I  do  not,  t  cannot  de- 
pend upon  it.  But,  neverthdelk;  it  is 
the  widi  next  my  heart.  Aikd  as  to  this 
man,  what  can  I  do  ^  Yoa  fee,  fb^ 

pdwir^  if  1  were  incHfudto  pc^  i^  ^ 
the  trial  which  I  think  I  oo^t  to  1^ 
principally  in  view  |o  make  for  a  ie« 
ooncthation. 

You  fay,  he  is  proud  and-  in Aieut^ 
hideed  he  is.  But  cxn  it  be  your  opi* 
nion,  that  he  iatenda  to  humble  mc 
down  to  the  level'  of  his  mean  pride} 

And  what  mean  you,  my  dear  friend 
when  yon  (by,  that  I  muft  throw  of « 
littU  mare  of%h$  <;«//— Indeed  f  never 
knew  that  I  wore  one.  '  £et  me  aifitie 
you,  that  if  I  fte  anv-thing  in  Mr, 
Lovelace  that  lodts  like  a.  defign  t» 
Iromble  ase,  hia  inlblence  ftiall  oevef 
make  me  difcsover  a  vpeaknc&  unwordiy* 
ofaperfondiftineuiihcdbyyourfiiead^ 
ihip;  diat  ia  to  lay,  unwortliy  either  of 
m^kxy  or  of  mjfimurfi^. 

But  I  hope,  aa  I  am  out  ofaH  odi^ 
protefUon^  that  he  ia  not  capable  ^ 
mtanoriirareftiitmeati.  Kliohiisbiij^ 
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tfKw^fli^jnofvtntKty  tvoublc  <m  irvsc- 
€Obtit  may  he  not  thank  hiinMlf  ior  it? 
He  mays  and  Uy  it»  if  he  fUeafet,  to  hit 
^hmrmBeri  whkh,  at  I  have  toM  him, 
pnft  at  hoA  ^  frgtMce  to  my  brother 
agatJifthiin.  And  then,  did  I  ever  make 
htm  any  promifct  ?  Did  I  ever  profeft 
a  iore  for  him?  Did  lercr  wiib/Qr  tb« 
coDttBuance  of  his  addrcft?  Had  not 
niy  brother's  violence  precipitated  mat- 
ten*  would  not  my  indifierence  to  him 
in  all  likelihood  (at  I  dcfignedit  fliould) 
have  tired  out  his  proud  fpirit*,  and 
made  him  let  out  for  London^  where  he 
tiled  chiefly  to  refide  >  And  if  he  kaJ, 
would  there  not  have  been  an  end  of 
all  hit  pretenfiont  and  hopes  ?  For  no 
encourafcment  had  I  given  him  s  nor 
did  I  then  coneibond  with  htm.  Nor, 
believe  me,  flionld  I  have  begun  to  do 
fi>— Htbc  fatal  rencounter  not  having 
then  happened  i  which  drew  me  in  aN 
tcrwarda  for  others  lakes,  (fool  that  I 
was  I )  and  not  for  my  own .  And  can 
yon  think,  or  can  ki^  that  even  this  but 
temporarily- intended  con'cfpondence 
(which,  by  the  way,  my  motherf  con- 
nived  at)  would  have  ended  thus,  had 
I  not  been  driven  on  one  hand,  and 
teased  on  the  other,  to  continue  it ;  the 
oceaifioa  which  had  at  firft  induced  it, 
continuing?  What  preteace  then  has 
he,  were  I  to  be  ablblutcly  in  his  power, 
to  avenge  himfelf  on  nie,  for  the  faults 
of  othert;  and  through  which  I  have 
foi!iEmdnx>rethanhe?  It  cannot— can- 
not be,  that  I  Ihould  have  caufc  to  ap- 
prehend him  to  be  lb  ung)rnerous>  ib 
bad,  a  man. 

You  bid  me  not  be  concerned  at  the 
bickerings  between  your  mother  and 
you*  Can  I  avoidconcern,  when  thofe 
bickariiiga  are  on  my  account?  That 
they  aic  rstfed  (inftigated  (hall  I  fay?) 
by  my  ancle,  and  my  other  relations, 
furely  mull  add  to  my  concei-n. 

But  1  muft  obferve,  perhaps  too  cri- 
tically for  the  ftate  n»y  mind  is  in  at 
Miftttty  that  tjht  very  fentences  you  give 
mm  your  motheri  as  fo  many  impera- 
tkfti^  which  you  take  amifs,  are  very 
i^ere  reieftions  upon  yourftlf.  For 
iafiance— '  Tm  ibaU,  Ittiijou,  Hwicif,' 
implies  tittt  you  had  disputed  htr  will^ 
And  (o  of  the  reft. 

And  Ififfther  let  ma  obferve,  with  re- 
t^  to  what  you  6r,  that  there  cannot 
he  tte  ime  iBafiM  ur  a  prohibition  of 


coiMpondaiict  with  mt»  as  thtre  was 
of  mtne  with  Mr.  I^oveiace^  thai  X 
iboiight  as  little  of  bad  coniaquencef 
from  my  corrcfpoadtnce  with  him  at 
t^  time,  as  you  can  do  from  yoort  witk 
me,  now.  But  if  QbedUnct  he  a  ^utj^ 
the  brutcb  of  it  is  the  /omU,  however 
circvmiances  m9y  diiler.  Surely  then 
as  no  merit  in  fettsng  up  our  own  |«dg*. 
ment  againft  the  |udgments  of  our  pa* 
rents.  Ao<^  if  it  be  punifliable  Iq  to  do* 
Ihavebeen  ieverelypuniihedj  and  that 
is  what  I  warned  you  of,  frommy^wa 
dear  experieoee. 

Yet,  God  forgive  me!  I  ad  vile  that 
s^inft  myfelf  with  ^ftry  great  reiuft- 
aoce:  and,  to  fay  truth,  hMnptftro^gtk 
of  mind,  at  preicnt,  to  decline  it  my- 
felf. But,  if  (h V  occaiion  so  not  <^  I 
will  take  it  into  tarthercoaudtratioo. 

You  give  me  very  good  advice  in  Ha- 
lation to  this  man;  and  X  thank  yo« 
for  it.  When  you  bid  me  be  more  npoii 
the  referve  with  him  ia  capitAng  mf 
difpieaAire,  perhaps  I  may  try  for  it  s 
but  to  faUiaie^  as  you  call  it,  that,  my 
deareft  Mifs  Howe,  cannot  be  done,  \r§ 
jour  own 

Clarissa  HAaa.owg« 


'  LETTER    XVU. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HAR LOWE,  TO  HISS 
HOW£«     . 

YO  U  nuiy  believe,  my  dear  Mi& 
Howe,  (hat  the  circoiaAance  of 
the  noife  and  outcry  within  the  gankn- 
door,^on  MonAny  laft,  gave  menoimaU 
uneafiners,  to  think  that  I  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  man,  who  could,  by  fuck 
vil.e  premeditation,  lay  a  fnare  to  trick 
me  out  of  myfelf,  as  I  have  £o  frequent- 
ly called  it. 

Whenever  he  came  in  my  fi^t«  the 
thought  of  this  gave  me  an  indtgnatioA 
that  made  bis  prefenoediiguMoi  to  mei 
and  the  more,  as  I  fancied  I  beheld  in 
his  face  a  triumph  which  reproacbed  my 
weakneft  on  tiiat  account;  althon^h,, 
perhaps,  it  was  only  tlie  fame  vivacity 
and  placidneft  that  generally  fit  npon 
his  features.. 

I  was  refolved  to  taik  him  upon  this 
iub)e£(,  the  firft  time  I  could  have  pa* 
tieoce  to  enter  upon  it  with  him.  For» 
befides  that  i/t  pinned  sic  caccfliively 
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tftm  the  nature  oF  the  artTfice,  I  ex- 
pe^ed  ibuffling  arid  evaiion,  if  be  were 
^tlty,  that  woalj  have  incenttd  me: 
and,  if  not  confcflldly  guilty,  fuel?  un- 
latisfaAory  declarations,  as  ftill  would 
lave  kept  my  mind  doubtful  and  nn- 
cafy;  and  vrouM,  upon  every  new  of- 
fence that  he  might  give  roe,  (harpei^ 
my  dilgttft  tp  him. 

I  have  had  the  opportunity.  I  waited 
§or\  and  v^IU  lay  "before  you  the  re- 

fiilt.     ;  • 

•  He  Wias  making  his  court  lo  my  good 
opinion  in  very  .polite  terms,  and  with 
sreat  ferioul^efs  lamenting  that  he  had 
Tott  it  J  declaring,  that  he  knew  not 
lk)w  he  had  dcfervcd  to  do  fo;  attribut- 
ing to  me  an  indifference  to  him,  that 
ftemed,  to  bis  infinite  concern,  hourly 
toincrcafb.  And  hebefooght  me  to  let 
ftim  know  my  whole  mind,  that  he 
ntgTit  have  an  opportunity  either  to 
confefs  his  faults  and  amend  them,  or 
clear  his  condufl  to  my  fatisfaflion,  and 
thereby  entitle  htmfetf  to  a  greater  /hare 
©f  my  confidence. 

I  'anfwercd  him  with  qniclcnefs — 

*  Then,  Mr.  Lovelace,  I  will  tell  you 

*  One  thing  with  a  fiankncfs,  that  is, 

*  perhaps,  more  fui Cable  to  my  charac- 

*  ter,  than  to  your j,^  [He  hoped  not,  be 
fiiid]  *  which  gives  me  a  vei^  bad  opi- 

*  nion  of  you,  as  a  deigning  artliul 

*  man.' 

*  I  am  all  attention,  Madam.' 

•  I  never  can  think  tolerably  of  yon, 

*  while  the  noife  and  voice  I  heard  at 
•■  tlie  garden -door,  which  put  me  into 

*  the  terror  you  took  fo  much  advan- 

*  tage  of,   remains   unaccounted  for. 

*  Tell  me  fairly,  tell  me  candidly,"the 
•'  wholfe  of  that  cireumftancej  and  of 

*  your  dealings  with  that  wicked  Jr>- 
'  Kph  Leman ;  and  according  to  your 

*  cxplicitnefs  in  this  particular,  I  fliall 
«  form  a  judgment  of  your  future  pro- 

*  feflions.' 

•  I  will,  without  refenre,  mydeareft 
»  life/  faid  he,  *  tell  you  the  whole  j 

*  and  hope  that  my  fincerity  in  the  re- 

*  lation  will  atone  for  any  thing  yott 

*  mzy  think  wrong  in  the  faA. 

*  i kntw nothing,^ /aid itf  'of this 

*  man,  this  Leman,  and  ihould  have 
'  fcorned  a  refort  to  fo  low  a  method  as 
'  bribing  the  fervant  of  any  family  to 
«  let  me  into  the  fecrets  of  that  family, 
«  tf  I  had  not  deteAed  hrm  in  attcmpt- 
<  ing  to  corrupt  a  fervant  of  mine^  to 


\  inf^rip  lii^  of  all  my  motion t„rf all 
'  mjf .iuppofed  intiigues, and,  in  (hort, 
^  otevcryaflion  of  my  private  life,  a» 

*  well  as  of  my  circumftances  andcn^ 

*  g3gemtents>j  and  this  for  nvotives  too 

*  obvious  to  he  dwelt  upon. 

'  My  iervani  told  me  of  hif  ofibs, 
'  and  I  ordtiT^  filmi  unknown  to  the 

*  fellow,  to  let  me  hear  a  conveifation 

*  that  was  to  pafs  between  them. 

'  In  the  midft  of  it,  and  fuft  as  he 

*  hail  made  an  oflfer  of  money  for  a  par- 

*  ticular  piece  of  intelligence,  pro* 
«  mifing'more  when  piocured,  I  broke 
'  in  upon'them,  and  by  bluArr,  calling 

*  for  a  knife  to  cut  off  bis  ears  (one  of 

*  which  I  took  hold  oQ  in  order  to 

*  make  a  preient  of  it,  as  I  faid,  to  his 

*  employers^  I  obliged  hixD  to  tell  me 

*  who  they  were. 

*  Your  brother.  Madam,  and  yoor 
«  uncle  Ai;itony,  he  named, 

*  It  was  >9ot  difficult  when  I  had 
'  given  himt  my  pardon  on  namii>g  t(ien( 

*  (after  I  had  fet  before  him  the  coor- 

*  mity  of  the  ta(k  he  had  uixlcrtakeo^ 

*  and  the  Itonoirrahlertefs  of  my  inten- 
'  tions  to  your  dear  lelf)  to  prevail 

*  upon  him,  by  a  largei-  reward,   to 

<  icrve  me^  (ince,  at  tlie  CAmc  time,  he 

*  might  prefcrve  the  favoitr  of  your 

*  uncle  and  brother,  as  I  dcGred  to 

*  know  nothing,  but  what  related  «a 

*  myfelf  and  to  you,  in  order  to  guard 

*  us  both  againft  the  tilers  of  an  iU- 

*  will,  which  all  his  fellow  lervants^ 

*  as  well  as  himfelf,  as  he  acknovr- 
'  ledged,  thought  undeferved. 

*  By  this  means,  I  own  to  you.  Mi. 

*  dam,  I  frequently  turned  his  princi- 

*  paU  about  upon  a  pivot  of  my  ovm^ 

*  unknown  to  themfelves:  andthefel- 

*  low,  who  is  always  calling  himlelf  a 
'  plain  marit  and  boafHng  of  his  fnt- 

*  y^ iV/ir£,was  theeafier,  as  I  coDdeicend- 
'  ed  frequently  to  aifure  him  of  my  ho- 

*  nourabIeviews;andasheknewthattbe. 
'  ufe  I  made  of  his  imrlligence^  in  all 
'  likdihood,  prevented  fatal  mifehiefs. 

« .  I  viras  the  more  pleafed  with  bis 

*  ftrviees,  as  (let  roc  acknowledge  to 

*  you,  Madu»)  they  procured  to  voo»* 

*  unknown  to  yol^lf,  %  fiifeanaun- 

<  interrupted  egreW  (which   perhsq^ 

*  would  not  otherwife  have  been  con- 
'  tinned  to  you  ib  bng  as  it  was)  to 

*  the  garden  and  wood-houfe:  for  bf 

<  undertook  to  them,  to  watch  all  your 

*  motionss  ^Rd  the  more  cbearrbllv^ 

^  •  (fo* 
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^.  (lor  Ae  tcHow  Iqtcs  you)  as  it  )c<pt 

•  o#  dtecuriofity  of  others  •.' 
So,  my  dear,  it  cocnes  out,  that  I 

t^fetf  was  obliged  to  thU  deep  con* 

trircr. 
itatm  tilent  allooUbmeot^  2od  tbut 

be  vB<ent  on. 
'  As  to  the  drcMtnftance,  for  wtitcH 
you  think  Ibhardlly  of  ine,  I  do  freely 
cQafcfs,  that  having  a  fuipicion  that 
you  would  levoke  yo\sr  intenttdn  of 
getting  away,  and  io  that  cafe  ap. 
|)rdKT>ding  that  we  Aould  not  hare  the 
time  together  that  was  Iwcefiary  for 
that  purpofef  I  had  oidcrcd  him  to 
keen  off  every  -body  lie  ccttJd  keep  oiT, 
3BBta  to  be  Kimielf  withia  view  of  the 
garden -dooi';  fur  I  wh«  determined, 
if  pcCIible,  to  induct  you  «o  adheve 
to  your  refo1ution«* 
*  But  pray,  Sir/  interrupting  him, 
bow  came  you  to  appiehend  that  I 
ibouU  levok  e  mv  intention  ?  I  had  in- 
deed depofited  a  letter  to  that  puipoie; 
but  you  had  it  not?  ^nd  how,  ac  I  had 
referwd  to  wyfclf  the  privilege  of  a 
revocation,  dcd  vou  know,  but  ( 
nasbt  haveprevatiedupoiiiny  friends, 
and  fo  have  i^evoked  opoo  good 
grounds?" 

'  I  will  be  very  ingenooos.  Madam 
—You  haul  made  me  hope  that  if  ytm 
diaoged  your  mind,  you  woald  give 
me  a  meeting  to  apprtce  me  of  the 
realbtts  for  it.  I  weat  to  the  loofe 
bricks,  and  'I  faw  the  letter  there:: 
and  as  I  knew  your  fiie&ds  were  im- 
movcably  fixed  in  their  icfaemes,  I 
doubted  not  but  the  letter  was  to  re- 
voke or  fulpead  your  r^lutioa;  and 
praM>fy  co  ferve  inHeadof  a  meeting 
too.  t  therefore  U  t  i  t  lie,  that  if  you 
£J  revcflce,  you  mt^t  be  under  the 
neceflity  ol*  meeting  me  for  the  fake 
of  the  expefiafioQ  you  hiad  given  me : 
and  as  I  came  prepared,  I  was  ne- 
fblved,  pardon  me.  Madam,  what* 
ever  wiere  your  ioteniions,  that  yon 
4o«ld  not  go  back.  Had  I  taken 
your  letter^  TmisJk  havf  been  deter- 
mined by  the  contents  of  it,  for  the 
prelenc,  at  leait;  b^tt  no^  having  re-, 

'^ceiv^d  It,  and  vou  having  reafon  to 

'  think  I  wanted  not  rtfolution,  in  a 
titnatioii  to  defperate,  to  make  your- 
frieodta  neffonal  viiit,  I  depended. 
QpoA'tfie  uiterView  you  had  bid  me 
hope /or/ 
«  Widctid  wretch  r  iaid  J;  <  It  is 


'my  grief,  that  I  gave  you  opportn- 
'  nity  to  take  fo  ex9&.  a  meafure  of  my 

*  weakncfa  l<— But  'woitUyou  ha%x  pre. 

*  fumed  to  viHt  the  fawily,  had  I  not 

*  met  you  T 

*  Indeed  I  would.  I  had  fome  friends 

*  in  readinefs,  who  were  to  have  ac-> 

*  companied  me  to  them.    And  ha4 

*  your  father  rcfafed  to  give  me  au-> 

*  dience,  I  would  have  taken  my  friends 
■  with  me  to  Solmes.* 

*  And  what  did  you  intend  to  do  t0 

*  Mr.  Solmes  V 

*  Not  the  leaft  hurt,  had  the  man  ben 

*  paflive.' 

*  But  had  he  mot  been  pafiive,  as  yon 
'  call  it,  what  would  you  have  done  to 

*  Mr.  Solmes  r 

He  was  loth,  he  faid,  to  tell  me— 
Yet  not  the  Itniit  hurt  to  his  psr/oa^ 
I  repeated  my  queftion. 
If  he  nu^  tell  me,  he  only  propoM 
tt>  carry  o^ the  fwrf^JUw^  and  to  hide 
him  for  a  month  or  two.  And  this  be 
would  have  done,  let  what  would  hase 
been  the  conlequence. 

Was  ever  foch  a  wretch  heard  of !-« 
I  figbed  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart) 
but  bid  him  proceed  from  the  part  I  had 
interrupted  him  at. 

'  I  ordered  the  fellow,  as  I  toldyos^ 
Madam,*  faid  he,  *  to  keep  witbia. 
view  of  the  garden -door:  and  if  be 
'fotind  any  parley  between  us,  and 
.any -body  coming  (befiore  you  could 
retreat  undiicovered)  whofe  cointng 
might  be  attended  with  violent  cSeAs^ 
he  fliould  cry  ont;  and  this  not  only- 
in  order  to  fave  himielf  from  thei? 
fufpictons  of  htm 9  but  to  give  me 
warning  tomakeoff,  and,  if  poilble, 
to  induce  you  (I  own  it,  Mikdam} 
to  go  off  with  me,  according  to  yo«r 
own  appointment.  And  I  hope^  all 
circum&noes  ooniidered,  and  thedau^ 
ger  I  was  in  of loiing  you  forever^ 
tl^t  the  acknowledgment  of  ihat 
contrivarice,  or  if  you  had  mot  met 
me,  that  upon  Solmes,  will  not  pi«* 
curp  me  your  hatred:  for,  had  thegr 
come  as  /  expend  as  well  as  j^ok, 
'what  adefpicable  wretch  had  I  been, 
could  I  have  left  you  lo  the  iniuit&of 
a  brother  and  others  of  your  family, 
whoie  mercy  was  cruelty  when  they 
had  net  the  pretence  with  which  this 
detei5ted  interview  would  have  fur« 
nilhed  them!' 
«  What  a  wretch  r  faid  L-*«  But 
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'  if,  Sir»  ttkifig  your  9wn  acMuAt  of 

*  t^ts  ffnnge  matter  lo  bte  hA,  any* 

*  body  were  coming,  how  haopencd  it, 
^  that  I  €sLw  only  that  man  Leman  (I 

*  tboagbt  it  was  he)  out  of  the  dobr^ 

*  md  at  a  diftance  look  after  m%}\ 

•  Very  Iftcky !'  faid  he,  putting  his 
Hnd  lirft  in  one  pocket,  then  in  ano- 
ther-^' I  hope  I  have  not  thrown  it 
'  away-^It  is,  perhaps,  in  the  cost  I 

*  bad  on  yefterday^Little  did  I  think 

*  it  would  be  neccliary  to  be  produced—- 

*  But  I  love  to  come  to  a  demonftration 

*  whenever  I  can— I  msy  be  giddy — I 

*  may  be  beedlefs.    lam  indeed-rHuc 
«  no  man,  as  to  j^oir.  Madam,  ever  had 

*  aiincerer  heart.* 

He  then  ftepptngto  the  parlour-door, 
called  bis  fervant  to  biing  him  the  coat 
be  bad  on  yeftcrday. 

The  (ervant  did .  And  in  the  pocket, 
rtnnpled  up  as  a  paper  he  regarded  not, 
be  pulled  out  a  ktter,  written  by  that 
Jo^b,  dated  Monday  night;  in  which 
be  begs  pardon  for  crying  out^  fo  foon 
— fayl.  That  his  fears  bf  being  dif- 
cevered  to  aft  on  both  lides,  had  made 
blm  take  the  milling  of  a  little  dog 
^that  always  fbUows  him)  through  the 

eyllirca-hedge,  for  Betty's  being  at 
nd,  or  fome  of  his  m afters :  and 
when  he  found  hit  miftake,  he  opened 
the  door  by  his  own  key,  (which  the 
contriving  wretch  confefled  he  had  fur- 
Biihed  him  with)  and  inconliderarely 
jan  but  in  a  hurry,  to  have  apprictd 
him  that  his  crying  out  was  owing  to 
bia  fright  only:  and  he  added,  that 
tbey  vrere  upon  the  hunt  for  me,  by  the 
fSme  be  returned  •. 

1  (hook  my  head—*  Deep!  deep? 
«  deep!'  faid  t,  «  at  the  heft?— O  Mr. 

*  Lovelace !  God  forgive  and  reform 

*  joc\ — But  you  are,    I  (ee  plainly 

*  j(opon  the  whole  of  your  own  ac- 

<  count}  a  very  artful,  a  very  defign* 

*  ing  man.' 

*  Love,  my  deared  life,  is  ingeni- 

*  eus.  l^ight  and  day  have  if  racked  my 
«  ftttpid  brain,'  («  0  Sir^*  thought  /, 

*  notfinpid !  "pwere  nueH  ptrbaps  if  i> 
«  ^tvere.^']  *  to  contrive  method*  to  prc- 

*  vent  ttie  faci  i^ce  defigned  to  be  made 

*  of  you,  axid  the  mifchicf  that  muft 

<  have  enfbed  upon  it:  (d  little  hdd  In 

*  your  atfeftions;  fucb  uadefervcd  an* 
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*  tipathy  from  vdor  friendi:  (bfMe6 

*  danger  of  lobng  you  for  ever  hfmt       , 

*  bothoMfct.    I  have  not  bad  for  the 
'  whole  fortnight  before  laft  Monday, 

*  half  an  hour's  reft  at  a  time.    And 

*  I  own  to  you,  Madam,  that  I  Iboold 

*  never  have  forgiven  myietf,  bad  t 

*  omitted  any   contrivance  or  fof«- 
<  thought  that  would  have  prevented 

*  your  return  without  me.* 

Again  I  blamed  myfelf  for  meeting 
him:  and  iuftlyj  for  there  vrere  many 
chances  to  one,  that  I  had  not  met  him. 
And  if  I  had  not,  illl  his  fortnisht't 
contrivances,  as  to  me,  would  have 
come  to  nothing;  and  perbapa  1  mi^t  | 
nevrrtheleis  have  efcaped  Solmea. 

Yet,  had  he  refolved  to  come  to  Rar- 
lowe  Place  with  his  firienda,  and  been 
infttlted,  as  be  certainly  would  have      < 
been,  what  mifchiefs  might  have  hi-      I 
lowed ! 

But  h  I  s  refolutions  to  mn  away  with     i 
and  to  h  ide  the  poor  Solmes  far  a  naontb..    1 

r(b^  O  my  dear  t  what  a  vrretcb  bav^ 
let  ran  away  widk  iwr,  inftead  of 
Solmes  I 

I  afkedhim,  if  hethougtiCibcb  enor- 
mities as  theft,  fuch  defiances  of  die 
laws  of  fociety»  would  have  pafled  tw* 
puni(bedr 

He  had  the  aflurance  to  (ay,  witb  one 
of  his  ufual  gay  airs.  That  he  fliould 
hnc  this  means  have  dtiappoioted  bia 
enemies,  and  faved  me  nom  a  forced 
marriage.  He  bad  no  pleafure  in  fvcb 
defperate  puflies.  Solmea  be  would  not 
have  ferfituUfy  hurt.  He  mull  bave 
fled  his  coun^,  for  a  time  at  leall  s* 
and,  truly,  if  be  had  been  obliged  to 
do  fo,  (as  alt  his  bopet  of  mf  favour 
mu ft  bave  been  at  an  end)  be  would 
have  had  a  fellow-traveller  of  bia  own  i 
fex  cut  of  our  family,  whom  I  Ktilo  ^ 
thought  of. 

Was  ever  fuch  a  wretch!— Tobe  fine 
be  mean;  my  brother  1 

«  And  fuch.  Sir,*  &id  t,  in  hi^ie- 
fentment,  *  are  the  ufea  you  make  of 
«  your  corrupt  intellijgencei^— * 

*  My  corrupt  inteHtgencer,  Mtadam!* 
inteiTUpced  he.    <  He  it  to  tfih  boor 

*  your  brotber*s  as  well  as  miae.    By 

*  what  I  have  ingenuoufly  told  j€m, 

*  yen  may  iee  v^bo  began  this  eorivf  «^ 
'  tion.    Let  me  aiTure  yoo,  MadMi^ 
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tint  there  are  many  freethingt  which 
I  have  been  guilty  of  as  rtprizals,  in 
which  I  would  not  have  been  the  a^- 
grefor.* 

'  All  that  I  (hall  farther  fay  on  this 
bead,  Mr.  Lovelace,  is  this:  that  as 
this  vile  double-faced  wretch  has  pro- 
bably been  the  caufe  of  great  mif- 
chtet  on  both  fides,  and^/7/conti. 
noes,  as  you  own,  his  wicked  prac- 
tices, I  think  it  would  be  but  juft,  to 
have  my  firiends  apprized  what  a  crea- 
ture be  is  whom  fome  of  them  en- 
courage/ 

*  What  you  pleale,  Madam,  as  to 
that— My  fervice,  as  well  as  vour 
brother*8,  is  now  almoftover  for  nim. 
The  fellow  has  made  a  good  hand  of 
it.  He  does  not  intencT  to  ftay  long 
in  his  place.  He  is  now  aftually  in 
treaty  for  an  inn,  which  will  do  his 
buiinefs  for  life.  I  can  tell  you  fur- 
ther, that  he  makes  love  to  your  (ifter's 
Betty:  and  that  fy  my  advict.  They 
will  be  married  when  he  is  eftablifli- 
c4.  Ab  innkeeper^a  wtft  is  every 
man*s  miftrefs;  and  I  have  a  fcheme 
in  my  head  to  Tet  fome  engines  at  work 
to  make  ber  repent  her  faucy  beha- 
haviomr  to  you  to  the  laft  day  of  her 
life/ 

'  What  a  wicked  fchemer  ai*e  you, 
Sir !-— Who  fliall  aveng^  upon  you 
the  ftill  greater  evils  which  you  have 
been  guilty  of?  I  forgive  Betty  with 
all  my  heart.  She  was  not  my  fer- 
vaot;  and  but  too  probably,  in  what 
ibe  did,  obeyed  the  commands  of  her 
to  whom  (he  owed  duty,  better  than 
I  obeyed  thofe  to  whom*  I  owed  mottJ* 
No  matter  for  that,  the  wretch  faids 
[To  befitre^  my  dear^  be  muft  dejign  to 
make  me  e^aid  ofbim']  the  decree  was 
gone  out— Betty  muft  fmart«-8mart 
too  by  an  ad  of  her  own  choice.  He 
kyredy  he  faid,  to  make  bad  people  their 
own  poni(bers.-— '  Nay,  Madam,  ex- 
«  cii(e  me;  but  if  the  fellow,  if  this 

*  Jofeph,    in  jw«r  opinion,    deferves 

*  puniihment,  mine  is  a  comj^tcated 
'  (cheme;  a  man  and  his  wife  cannot 

<  well  Aiffer  (eparately ,  and  it  may  come 

*  home  to  bim  too.' 

I  had  no  patience  with  him.    I  told 
kiai  lb.     *  I  fee.  Sir/  faid  I,  *  I  fee, 

<  what  a  nasi  am  with.  Your  raitU 
«  warns  meof  theywfl**/— And  awav 
I  flcnigs  leaving  him  fieemingly  vexea> 
jad  in  confiifion. 
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Y  plain -dealing  with  Mr.  Love- 
lace, on  feeing  him  again,  and 
the  free  diflike  I  exprefled  to  nis  vrays, 
his  manners,  and  his  contrivances,  as 
well  as  to  his  fpeeches,  have  obliged 
him  to  recoiled  himfelf  a  little.  He 
will  have  it,  that  the  menaces  which 
he  threw  out  Juft  now  againft  my  bro- 
ther and  Mr.  Solmes,  are  only  the  ef- 
fed  of  an  unmeaning  pleafan try.  He 
has  too  great  a  ftake  in  his  country,  he 
fays,  to  be  guilty  ofyirr^enterpriaes  as 
ihould  lay  him  under  a  aeceility  of 
quitting  it  for  ever.  Twenty  things, 
particularly,  he  fays,  he  has  fuffered 
jofeph  Leman  to  tell  of  him,  that 
nvere  aot,  and  could  not  be  true,  in  or- 
der to  make  himfelf  formidable  in  fome 
people^s  eyes,  and  this  purely  with  a 
view  to  prevent  mtfcbief.  He  is  un- 
happy, as  far  as  he  knows,  in  a  quick 
invention;  in  hitting  readily  upon  ej^- 
pedients;  and  many  things  are  repoi-t- 
ed  of  him  which  he  never  faid,  and 
many  which  he  never  did,  and  others 
which  he  has  onlv  talked  of,  (as  Jiift 
now)  and  which  ne  has  foreot  as  (oon 
as  the  words  have  pafTed  hisTips. 

This  may  be  (o,  in  part,  my  dear. 
No  one  man  Co  young  could  be  fo  wick- 
ed as  he  has  been  reported  to  be.  But 
fuch  a  man  at  the  head  of  fiich  wretches 
as  he  is  faid  to  have  at  his  beck,  all 
men  of  fortune  and  fcnrlefsncfs,  and 
capable  of  fuch  entcrprizcs  as  I  have 
unnappily  found  him  capable  of,  what 
is" not  to  be  apprehended  from  him! 

His  carelefsnefs  about  his  chnradcr 
is  one  of  his  excufes:  a  very  bad  one. 
What  hope  can  a  woman  have  of  a  man. 
who  values  not  his  reputation  ?— Thcfe 
gay  wretches  may,  in  mixed  convci  fn- 
tion,  divert  for  an  hour  or  fo:  but  the 
man  of  probity,  the  man  of  virtue,  is 
the  man  that  is  to  be  the  pnrtner  for 
life.  What  woman,  who  could  help 
it,  would  fubmit  it  to  the  courtcfy  of  a 
wretch,  who  avows  a  di (regard  to  all 
moral  fandions,  whether  he  will  per. 
form  his  part  of  the  matrim6nial  obli- 
gation, and  treat  her  with  tolerable  po- 
iitenefs  ? 
With  thefe  notions,  and  with  thefe 
Xx  refledions; 
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reflexions,  to  be  thrown  upon  fuch  a 
man  as  bimlclf— WouW  to  Heaven-— 
But  what  avail  wiihes  now  ?— To  whom 
can  I  fl/f  if  I  would  fly  froai  him  ? 

LETTER    XIX. 

MR.   LOVELACE,   TO   JOHN    BEL- 
FORD,  Esq^' 

FftlPAY,  APRIL   14. 

NEVER  did  I  hear  of  fuch  a  par- 
cel of  fool  i  Hi  toads  as  thefe  Har- 
lowcsl— Why,  Bclford,  the  lady  muft 
fall,  if  every  hair  of  her  head  were  a 
guardian  angel,  unlefs  they  were  to 
make  a  rifiblc  appearance  for  her,  or, 
fnatching  her  from  me  at  unawares, 
would  draw  her  after  them  into  the 
ftarry  regions. 

All  I  had  to  apprehend,  was,  that  a 
daughter  fo  rcludantly  carried  oflF, 
would  offer  terms  to  her  father,  and 
would  be  accepted  upon  a  mutual  con- 
cedenee\  they  to  give  up  Solmes\  fie  to 
give  up  me.  And  fo  I  was  contriving 
to  do  all  I  could  to  guard  againft  the 
latter.  But  they  feem  rcfolved  to  per- 
fcft  the  work  they  have  begun. 

What  llupid  creatures  are  there  in 
the  world  \  This  foolifh  brother  not  to 
know,  that  he  who  would  be  bribed 
to  undertake  a  bafe  thing  by  one.  would 
be  tfv^r-bribed  to  retort  the  bafenefs  j 
cfpecially  when  he  could  be  put  into 
the  way  to  fcrve  himfelf  by  both  !— 
Thou,  Jack,  wilt  never  know  one  half 
of  my  contrivances. 

Hi  ben  relates  the  cotmerfatm  he^ 
fween  him  and  the  lady  {upon  tbi 
JubjeB  of  the  noife  a?td  exclama- 
thru  bis  agent  made  ^t  the  garden 
door)  to  the  fame  effeQ  as  in  the 
lady's  Utter,  No.  XVII.  and  pro* 
€eeds  exulting: 

What  a  capacity  for  glorious  mif- 
chief  ha;  thy  friend  I— Yet  how  near 
the  truth  all  pf  it!  The  only  deviation, 
my  affertin^  that  the  fellow  made  the 
Boifes  by  mifiakey  and  through /ri^i^/, 
and  not  hy  previous  direStiom  had  (he 
known  the  precife  truth,  her  anger,  to 
be  fo  taken  in,  would  never  have  let 
htr  forgive  me. 

H.:id  I  been  a  military  hero,  I  flio^ld 
have  made  gur powder  uielcfs)  fjcy-  I 
ihould  have  bloyv^  up  all  luy  advcrfa- 


ries  by  dint  of  flratagepif  turning  their 
own  devices  upon  them. 

Butiheie  fathers  and  mothers— Lord 
help  *era!— Were  not  the  powers  of  na* 
ture  ftronger  than  thofe  of  difcretion, 
and  were  not  that  bufy  dea  bona  to  af- 
ford her  genial  aids,  till  tardy  prudence 
qualiSed  parents  to  manage  their  fii* 
ture  cflspring,  how  few  people  would 
have  children! 

James  and  Arabella  may  have  tbtir 
motives;  but  what  can  be  (aid  for  a  fa« 
ther  a6ling  as  this  father  has  a£led> 
What  for  a  mother  ?  What  for  an  aunt? 
What  for  uncles  ?«-.Who  can  have  pa- 
tience with  fuch  fellows  and  feilow«» 
effes  ? 

Soon  will  the  fair-one  bear  bow  higb 
their  foolifli  refentnlents  run  againft 
her:  and  then  will  (he,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
have  a  little  more  confidence  in  me. 
Then  will  I  be  jealous  that  (he  loves 
me  not  with  the  preference  roy  heart 
builds  upon.  Then  will  I  bring  her 
to  confiefllons  of  grateful  love:  and 
then  will  I  kifs  her  when  I  pleafe;  and 
not  ftand  trembling,  as  now,  like  a 
hungry  hound,  who  fees  a  delicious 
morfel  within  his  reach,  (the  froth 
hanging  about  his  Vermillion  j^aws)  yet 
dares  not  leap  at  it  for  his  life. 

But  I  was  originaUy  a  baflifnl  mor-r 
tal.  Indeed  I  am  bajhful  ftiil  with  re- 
gard to  this  lady— Balhful,  yet  know 
the  fex  fo  well!-— But  thatinqeed  is  the 
reafott  that  I  know  it  ^o  well:— -for. 
Jack,  I  have  had  abundant  c^fe, 
when  I  have  looked  into  myfelf^  by 
way  of  comparifon  with  the  otbtr  fex, 
to  conclude,  that  a  bafliful  roan  has  a 
good  deal  of  the  foul  of  a  woman ; 
and  fo,  like  Tiredas,  can  tell  what 
they  think,  and  what  they  drive  at»  a« 
well  as  therofelves. 

The  modeiftones  and  I,  particularly^ 
are  pretty  much  upon  a  par.  The  dif- 
ference between  us  is  only,  what  tbey 
think,  I  aB^  But  the  immodeft  ones 
out- do  the  word  of  us  by  a  bar> 
length,  both  in  thinking  and  a£ling. 

One  argument  let  me  plead  in  proof 
of  my  a(wrtionj  that  even  we  rake^ 
love  modefty  in  a  woman;  while  tho 
modeft  women  as  they  are  accounted 
(that  is  to  fay,  the^^}  love,  aod  ge- 
nerally pveKr,  an  impudent  man. 
Whenice  can  thit  be,  l^ut  from  a  like, 
pcff  io  nature  ?  And  this  nnade  thop^et 
fay,  That  every  woman  is  a  rake  is  hec 
heart.    It  concerns  them  ^  their  at- 
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fhtiff  to  prove  the  contrat-y,  if  they 
can. 

Thtis  have  I  read  in  fomt  of  the  phi- 
lofepherty  That  no  ^anckednefi  is  rwe- 
fmtahUte  the  nvkktdnefs  of  a  'woman  •. 
Canft  thoo  tell  me,   Jack,    who  fays 
lhi»!  Was  it  Socrates  ?  for  he  had  the 
devil  of  a  wife— Or  who  ?.  Or  is  it  So- 
lomon?—/Tw^    Solomon— Thou   re- 
iMmbereft  to  have  read  of  fuch  a  ki-n^, 
I       doftthoQnot?  SOL'0-MON,  I  learned, 
I       in  my  infant  (late  [My  mother  was  fi 
good  woman]  to  anfwer,  when  aflced, 
*  Wb9  ivas  the  nuiftft  man ^^^^But  my 
indulgent  queftioner  never  diked  me, 
'       How  he  carfie  by  the  uninfpired  part 
of  his  wifdom. 

Come,  come,  Jack,  yon  and  I  aiv 
not  lb  very  bad,  could  we  but  ftop 
where  we  are. 

I  He  then  gives  the  partkulare  of  what 

\  f^^^  hetixjeen  him  and  the  iadf  tm 

I  his  menaces  relating  to  her  hrother 

and^Mr,  Solmes^  and  of  his  dafign 

/»  ptmijb  Betty  Barnes  and  Jojeph 

Lemon, 


LETTER    XX. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

rtlDAT,  AFlIt  14. 

I  Will  now  give  you  the  particulars 
of  a  conv«r iation  cha^  has  j  u  ft  paffed 
between  Mr.  Lovelace  and  mej  which 
I  muft  call  agreeable. 

It  began  with  his  telling  me,  that  he 
had  juil  received  intelligence,  that  my 
i  friesids  were  on  a  fudden  come  to  a  re- 
\  folution,  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of 
porfningme,  or  of  getting  me  back: 
and  diat  thertfore  he  attended  me  to 
know  rsy  pleafure;  and  what  I  would 
4oy  or  have  him  do  ? 

f  toid  him,  that  I  would  have  him 

leave  nie  dir<6^iyj  and  that,  when  it 

was  known  to  every -body  that  I  was 

I    abfolntely  independent  of  him,itwou]d 

I    pafs,  that  I  had  left  my  father's  houft 

vcau/e  of  my  brother's  ill  ufageof  met 

which  was  «  plea. that  I  might  make 

with  juftice,  and  to  the  excufe  of  my 

lather,  as'^rell  as  of  myfclf. 

H^  mildly  replied,  that  if  we  could 
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be  certain,  that  ray  rtlirfionr  would  ad» 
'  heretothh  tKtir«ewre(blution,  becoi:!*? 
have  no  obje^idn,  fioce  foch  was  My 
pleafure t  but*  as  he  Mias  well  aflfured, 
that  they  had  taken  it  only  from  appre. 
henijons,  that  a  more  At?i'Xv  onemigiit 
involve  my  brother  (who  had  breathed 
nothing  but  revenge)  in  forac  fsfol 
misfortune,  there  was  too  moth  reafon 
to  believe,  that  they  would  refnase 
their  former  ptirpoTe  the  momcntchey 
fliould  chink  they  fafefy  might. 

'  This, Madam,*  faid  he, '  is  a  riique 
'*  I  cannot  run.     You  would  think  it 

*  (bnnge  if   I  coold.    And  yet,  as 

*  loon  as  I  knew  they  had  fogiven  out, 
'  I  thought  it  proper  to  apprize  you  <^ 

*  it,  ami  to  take  your  oommands  opon 

'  it.; 

«  Let  me  heir,*  faid  I,  willing  to 
try  if  he   had   any  particular  view, 

*  whatjfon  think  n>oft  advifcable^* 

*  'Tis  very  eafy  to  fay,  That  if  I 

*  dorft— (^  1  might  not  offendyoti^^Vi 
^  it  were  not  to  hrtak  eonditiiu  ihot 

*  Jhall  he  inofiokihU  njuith  me»* 

*  Say  then,  Sir,   what  you  190M 

*  fay.    I cani^prove or diiapprovci at 

*  I  think  fit.' 

Had  not  the  man  a  fine  opporttroity 
hereto  fpeak  out }  He  had.  And  thus 
he  ufed  It. 

«  To  wave.  Madam,  what  I  ^wwU 

*  f|y  till  I  have  more  courage  to  fpeak 
'  out,'  [^More  courage'-'Mr,  Lo^elaee 
more  enrage,  my  dear!']'^*  I  will  only 

*  propofe  what  I  think  will  be  moft 
^  aereeable  to  j^ir— Suppofe,  if  yom 
<  cbufe  not  to  go  to  Lady  Betty^s,  that 

'  you  take  a  turn  crofs  the  country  to  . 
^  Windfor?' 
«  WhytoWindfor?' 

*  Becaufe  it  is  a  pleafant  place:  be« 
«  caufe  it  lies  in  the  way  either  to  Berk- 

*  (hire,    to  Oxford,    or  to  London. 

*  Berk/hire^  where  Lord  M.  is  at  pre- 

*  fcnt:  Oxford,  in  the  neighbourhood 

*  of  which  lives  Lady  Betiyj  London, 

*  whither  you  may  retire  at  your  plea- 

*  furc.     Or,  if  you  will  ha*ve  it  io, 

*  whither  I  may  go,  you  ftaying  at 

*  Windfor;  and  yet  be  within  an  eafy 

*  diftanceof  you,  if  any-thing  ihould 

*  happen,  or  if  your  friends  (hould 
'  change  their  new-taken  refolution.' 

This  propofal,  however,  difplealVd 
me  sot.    But  I  (aid.  My  only  objec* 


*  Mr.  Lovelace  is  as  much  cut  19.  hls.conje^ure  of  Solemoo,  as  of  Socrates*    The 
fiSft^c  is  m  Ecclefiajlicu  ,  Chap.  XXV. 
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tion  was,  the  diftance  of  Wifidfor  fr^ 
Mil's  Howe,  of  whom  I  ftouldbeglad 
to  be  always  within  two  or  three  hours 
xeach  by  a  meflenger,  if  poilible. 

If  I  had  thoughts  of  any  other  place 
than  WindTor  or  nearer  to  Mifs  Howe, 
he  wanted  but  my  commands,  and 
would  feck  for  proper  accommoda- 
tions: but,  fix  as  I  pleafed,  farther  or 
nearer,  he  had  fervants,  and  they  had 
nothing  eUe  to  do  but  to  obey  me. 

A  grateful  thing  then  he  named  to 
]n&— To  fend  for  my  Hannah,  as  foon 
as  I  (hall  be  fixed *$  unlefs  I  would 
chuie  one  of  the  young  gentlewomen 
hart  to  attend  mej  both  of  whom,  as 
I  had  acknowledged,  were  very  oblig- 
ing)  and  he  knew  I  had  ^erofity 
enough  to  make  it  worth  their  while. 

This  of  Hannah,  he  might  fee,  I 
took  very  well.  I  faid,  I  had  thoughts 
of  fending  for  her,  as  foon  as  I  got  to 
more  convenient  lodgings.  As  to 
tbefe  young  gentlewomen,  it  were  pitv 
to  break  in  upon  that  ufefulnefs  which 
the  whole  family  were  of  to  each  other: 
each  having  her  proper  part,  and  pei*. 
forming  it  with  an  agreeable  alacritv: 
infomuch  that  I  liked  them  all  £o  well, 
that  I  could  even  pafs  my  days  among 
them  were  he  to  leave  me;  by  which 
means  the  lodgings  would  be  more 
convenient  to  me  than  now  they  were. 

He  need  not  repeat  his  objc&ions  to 
this  place,  he  faid:  but  as  to  going  to 
Windfor,  or  wherever  elfe  I  thought 
£t,  or  as  to  his  peribnal  attendance,  or 
leaving  me,  he  would  afiure  me,  {he 
very  agreeably  faid)  that  I  could  pro- 
pose nothing  in  <vhich  I  thought  my  re- 
putation, and  even  mv  punSHUo^  con- 
cerned, that  he  would  not  cbearfuUv 
come  into.  And  fiace  I  was  fo  mucn 
taken  up  with  my  pen,  he  would  in'' 
iiantly  order  his  horfe  to  be  got  ready, 
and  would  fet  out. 

Not  to  be  off  my  caution.  '  Have 
'  you  any  acquaintance  at  Windfor?* 
iaid  !.-«<  Know  you  of  any  conveni- 

*  ent  lodgings  there  V 

*  Except  the  Foreft,*    replied  he, 

*  where  I  have  often  hunted,  I  know 

*  the  leaft  of  Windfor,  of  any  place  fo 
f  opted  and  Co  pleafant.  Indeed,  I 
^  lliave  not  a  ilogle  acquaintance  there.' 

Upon  the  whole,  X  told  him,  that  I 
thought  his  propofal  of  Windfor  not 


amifs;  and  that  I  would  remove  thi- 
ther, if  I  could  get  a  lodging  only  for 
myfelf,  and  an  upper*  chamber  for  Han- 
nali;  for  that  my  ftock  of  money  wai 
but  fmall;  as  was  eafy  to  be  conceived: 
and  I  (hould  be  very  loth  to  be  obliged 
to  any 'body.  I  added,  that  the  fooner 
I  removed  the  better;  for  that  then  be 
could  have  no  objection  to  go  to  Lon* 
don,  or  Berkihire,  as  he  pleafed:  and 
I  fliould  let  every  >  body  know  my  inde- 
pendence. 

He  again  propofed  himfelf,  in  very 
polite  terms,  for  my  banker.  But  I> 
as  civilly,  declined  his  offer. 

This  converfation  was  to  be,  all  of 
it,  in  the  main,  agreeable.  He  afked, 
whether  I  would  chufe  to  lodj^  in  the 
town  of  Windfor,  or  out  of  it  I 

*  As  near  the  caftle,'  Ifiiid,  *  as  pof- 

*  iible,  for  the  convenience  of  going 

*  conftantly  to  the  publick  worChip.* 
An  opportunity  I  had  been  long  de- 
privea  of. 

He  Oiould  be  very  glad,  he  told  me, 
if  he  could  procure  me  accommoda- 
tions in  any  one  of  the  canons  houfes; 
which  he  imagined  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  me  than  anv  other,  on 
manyaccRpnts.  And  as  he  could  de- 
pend upon  my  promife,  never  to  have 
any  other  man  but  himfelf,  on  the  con- 
dition to  which  he  had  ib  chearfully 
fubfcribed,  he  (hould  be  eafy;  fince  it 
was  now  his  part,  in  eameft^  to  fct 
about  recommending  himfelf  to  my  fa- 
vour, by  the  only  way  he  knew  it  would  | 
be  done.  Adding,  with  a  very  ferioos 
air—-*  I  am  but  a  young  man.  Ma- 

*  dami  but  I  have  run  a  long  coorfe: 
<  let  not  your  purity  of  mind  incline 
'  you  to  defpife  me  for  the  acknow- 

*  led^ent,  Itishigh  time  to  be  weary  ■ 

*  of  It,  and  to  reform;  fince,  like  So* 

*  lomon,  I  can  fay.  There  is  nothing 

*  new  under  the  fun :  but  that  it  is  my 

*  belief,  that  a  life  of  virttie  can  affbr4 

*  fuch  pleafures,  on  refleftion,  as  will 

*  be  for  ever  blooming,  for  ever  new!* 
I  was  agreeably  furprized.    I  looked 

ft  him,  I  believe,  as  if  I  doubted  my  ^ 
ears  and  my  eyes.    His  afpe^  however 
became  his  words. 

I  e^prefled  my  fatisfaAion  in  terms 

fo  agreeable  to  him,  that  he  faid,  he 

found  a  delight  in  this  early  dawning 

-  of  a  better  &y  tp  him,  and  in  aeip  ap. 


*  Sea  his  fcaroas  for  propofing  Windfor,  Page  3501  3515  and  her  Haanabf  Pa^  35a. 
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pTDbalion,  which  he  had 'never  receired 
fnm  the  I'liccefs  of  the  moft  favoured 
of  hh  pui'fuics. 

Surely,  my  dear,  the  man  mufl  be 
in  earneft.  He  could  oot  have  /aU 
thisj  he  cooid  not  have  thought  it,  had 
he  not*  What  followed  made  me  fbll 
nadier  to  believe  him. 

*  In  the  midft  of  my  wild  vagaries,* 
(aid  be,  <  I  have  ever  preferved  a  reve- 

<  reoce  for  reltgion»  and  for  religious 

*  men .  I  always  called  another  cau  fe, 
'  when  any  of  my  libertine  com  pa. 

I    *  nions,  in  Durfuance  of  Lord  Shaftef- 
I    *  biiry's  ten,  (which  is  a  part  of  the 

*  rake*s  •  creed,  and  what  1  may  call 

<  tbt^bttfioneofmjidiUty)  endeavour- 

*  cd  to  turn  the  facred.Ujb]e£b  into  ri- 
<«dicule.  On  this  very  account  I  have 
'  been  called  by  ffood  men  of  the  cler- 
(  gy,  who  nevcrthelefs  would  have  it, 

*  that  I  was  a/riiAVn/rake,  tht  decent 
'  rahi  and  indeed  I  had  too  much 
'  pride  in  my  Ihame,  to  diibwn  the 
'  name  of  rtutt* 

'  This,  Madam,  I  am  the  readier  to 
I  *  confefs,  as  it  miiy  give  you  hope,  that 
I  '  the  generous  talk  of  my  reformation, 
I     *  which  I  flatter  royfelf  you  will  have 

<  the  goodnefs  to  undertake,  will  not 

<  be  fo  difficult  a  one  as  you  may  have 

*  imagined)   for  it  has  afforded   me 

*  A»oie  plcafure  in  my  retired  hours, 

<  whtn  a  temporary  remorfe  has  ftruck 

*  me  for  any- thing  I  have  done  amifs, 

*  that  I  (hould  one  day  take  delight  in 
'  another  courfeof  life*,  for,  unlefs  we 
'  coMyl  dare  fay,  no  durable j^m^  it  to 

<  be  expeded  from  the  endeavour. 
'  Yonr  example.  Madam,  muft  do  all, 
'  muft  confirm  all  *.* 

*  The  Divine  Grace,  or  Favour,  Mr. 
'  Lovelace,  mui  Jo  all,  and  confirm 
'  all.     You  know  not  how  much  you 

*  pleafe  mc,  that  I  can  talk  to  you  in 

<  this  dialect." 

.  And  I  then  thought  of  his  generofity 
tabis  pretty  ruflickj  and  of  his  kind- 
arfs  to  his  tenants. 

*  Yet,  Madam,  bejpleafedtoremem- 
'  ber  one  thing:  reformation  cannot 
'  be  a  Jkdden  work.  I  have  infinite 
'  vivacity:  it  is  that  which  runs  away 

*  with  me.  Judge,  deareft  Madam, 
^  by  what  I  am  going  to  confefs,  that 
'  I  have  a  prodigious  way  to  journey 

*  00,  before  a  good  perfon  will  think 
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'  me  tolerable  $  finee,  though  I  faav« 

*  read   in  fome  of  our  ferfeSimtfh 

*  enough  to  make  a  better  man  chaa 

*  myfelf  either  rtm  into  madnefs  or  de« 

*  fpair  about  the  grace  vou  mention | 

*  yet  I  cannot  enter  into  toe  meaning  of 

*  the  word,  nor  into  the  modus  of  it'« 

*  operation.   Let  me  not  then  be  check* 

*  ed,  when  I  mention  j0«r  example  for 

*  mv  vifihle  reliance;  and  inftead  of 

*  ufinc;  fuch  words,  till  I  can  bcttir  an- 

*  derffand  them,  fuppofe  all  the  reft  in<- 

*  eluded  in  the  profeflion  of  thai  reli- 

*  ance.' 

I  told  him,  that,  althongh  I  was 
ibmewhat  concerned  at  his  exprelEon, 
and  furprtiedat  fo  much  darittefi,  aa 
(for  want  of  another  word)  I  wouki 
call  it,  in  a  man  of  his  talents  and 
learnings  yet  I  was  pleafed  with  his  in*' 
genuoufnefs.  I  wifhed  him  to  encon-* 
rage  this  way  of  thinking.  I  told  htm, 
that  his  obfervation,  that  no  dstrmUe 
good  was  to  beexpeded  from  any  new 
courfe  where  there  was  not  a  delight 
taken  in  it,  was  juft :  but  that  the  de- 
light would  follow  by  ufe. 

And  twenty  things  of  this  fort  I  even 
preached  to  him;  taking  care,  how., 
ever,  not  to  be  tedious,  nor  to  let  my 
expanded  heart  give  him  a  comrafM 
or  impatient  blow.  And,  indeed,  he 
took  vifible  pleafure  in  what  I  faid, 
and  even  hung  upon  the  fubjeA,  when 
I,  to  try  him,  once  or  twice,  feemed 
ready  to  drop  it:  and  proceeded  to  give 
me  a  moft  agreeable  inftance,  that  he 
could  at  times  think  both  deeply  and 
ferioufly. — Thus  it  was. 

He  was  once,  he  faid,  dangeroufly 
wounded  in  a  duel,  in  the  left-arm, 
baring  it,  to  (hew  roe  the  icar:  that 
this  (notwithftanding  a  great  effufion 
of  blood,  it  being  upon  an  artery)  was 
followed  by  a  violent  hMtr,  which  at 
latl  fixed  upon  his  fpirits;  and  ibat  To 
obftinately,  that  neither  did  be  ddire 
life,  nor  bis  friends  expect  it.  That, 
for  a  month  together,  his  heart,  as  he 
thought,  was  U>  totally  changed,  that 
he  defpifed  his  former  courfcs,  and 
particularly  that  rafhnefs,  which  had 
brought  him  to  the  ftate  he  was  in,' 
and  his  antagoiiift  (who,  however,  was 
the  aggrtflbr)  into  a  much  worfe  :  that 
in  this  C\)T%cc  he  had  thoughts  which  at 
times  ftill  give  him  pleafure  to  reflet 


*  That  he  propofes  one  day  to  reform,  antf  that  he  has  fomtimes  good  motions;  fee  Vol.  I. 
Page  loS. 

Upon. 
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tifMJT).  And  ilthAugh  thefe  proniifing 
trofpt&s  changed,  as  he  recovered 
fieakh  and  fpirits,  yet  he  parted  with 
fbem  with  fotnuch  reluctance,  that  he 
could  not  help  (hewing  it  in  a  copy  of 
▼errea;  tndj  hlafik  ones,  he  faid;  (ome 
6f  ^hich  he  repeated,  and  (advantaged 
by  the  grace  which  he  gives  to  every- 
thing he  repeats)  I  thought  them  very 
tolerable  ones;  the  fentiments,  how- 
ever, much  graver  than  I  expe^ed  from 
bim. 

-  He  has  proroifed  rae  a  copy  of  tht 
lines;  and  then  I  fball  judge  better  of 
their  merit;  iand  ib  ihall  you.  The 
tendency  of  them  vras,  that,  fince 
fickncfs  only  gave  him  a  proper  train 
^f  thinking,  and  that  his  reftored  health 
brought  with  it  a  rctumof  his  evil  ha- 
bits,' he  was  ready  to  renounce  the  gifts 
of  nsture  for  thofe  of  contemplation. 

He  farther  declared,  that  although 
thefe  ?ood  motions  went  off  (as  he  had 
owned)-  on  his  recovery,  yet  he  had 
better  hopes  now,  from  the  influence 
of  my  example,  and  from  the  reward 
before  him,  if  he  perfevered:  and  that 
be  was  the  more  hopeful  that  he  Aiould, 
as  his  prefent  refolution  was  made  in  a 
full  tide  of  health  and  fpirits ;  and 
when  be  had  nothing  to  wiHi  for 'but 
perfeverance,  to  entitle  himfelf  tQ  my 
favour. 

*  I  will  not  throw  cold  water,  Mr. 

•  Lovelace,'  faid  I,  *  on  a  rifing flame: 
'  but  look  toiti  For  I  fliall  endeavour 

•  to  keep  you  up  to  this  fpirit.     I  flialt 

•  meafure  your  value  of  me  by  this 
'  ted :  and  I  would  have  you  bear 
'  thofe  charming  lines  of  Mr.  Rowe 

•  for  ever  in   your  mind;  you,  who 

•  have,   by  your  own  con^tflion,  fo 

•  much  to  repent  of;  and  as  the  fear, 

•  indeed,  you  fliewcd  me,  will,  in  one 
'  inftance,  remind  you  to  your  dying 
«  day.' 

Tne  lines,  my  dcat,  arc  from  the 
poet's  Ulyflcs ;  you  have  heard  me  often 
admire  them ;  and  I  repeated  them  to 
him. 

•  Habitual  cvWi  change  not  on  zfudd€n\ 

•  But  many  days  mull  paft,  and  mar.y  for- 

*  rows; 
«  Confcious  remorfe  and  anguish  muji  be  felt, 

•  To  curb  defire,  to  break  the  ftubbom  will, 
<  Aii6.  work  a  fecond  nature  in  the  foul, 

•  Ere  Virtue  can  refume  the  place  d^  loft: 

«   *Tiselfe  DISSIMULATION.* 

He  had  often  read  thefe  lines^  he  faid: 


but  never  tafttd  them  before.— >By  hit 
foul^  (the  unmortifled  creature  fwoce) 
and  as  be  hoped  to  he  fa*vedy  he  was  mw 
in  earned  in  his  good  refolutions.  He 
had  faid,  before  I  repeated  thefe  lines 
from  Rowe,  that  habitual  evils  could 
not  be  changed  on  a  fuddm :  but  be' 
hoped,  he  fhould  not  be  thought  a  i(/*- 
ftmbUr^  if  he  were  not  enabled  to  biU 
his  good  purpofes;  fiace  ingraticiide 
and  diffimulation  were  vices  that  of  all 
others  he* abhorred. 

*  May  you  ever  abhor  them!'  fiiid  I. 
*■  They  are  the  moft  odious  of  all  vices.* 

I  hope,  my  dear  Mifs  Howe,  I  fiiall 
not  have>occafion,  in  my  future  letters, 
to  contradi£l  theie  promiikig  appear- 
ances. Should  I  have  nothing  on  bis 
fide  to  eombat  with,  I  (hadl  be  very  far 
from  being  happy,  from  the  fenfe  or  my 
fault,  and  the  indignation  of  all  my  re- 
lations.—So  ftiall  not  fail  of  condign 
punifliment  for  it,  from  my  inward  re* 
morfe  on  account  of  ihy  forfeited  cha- 
rafler.  But  the  leafl  ray  of  hope  could 
not  dart  in  upon  me,  vnthout  my  being 
willing  to  lay  hold  of  the  very  firft  op- 
portunity to  communicate  it  tojwK,wIio 
take  fo  generous  a  ihare  in  all  my  con* 
cerns. 

Neverthelefs,  you  may  depend  upon 
it,  my  dear,  that  thefe  agreeable  amur- 
ances,  and  hopes  of  his  begun  reforma- 
tion, (hall  not  make  me  forget  niT'Cau- 
tion.  Not  that  I  think,  at  worft,  any 
more  than  vou,  that  he  dare  to  harbour 
a  thought  injurious  to  my  honour:  but 
he  is  very  various,  and  there  ifkiMOp- 
parent y  and  even  an  ackw^'wie^id  mh- 
flxednefs  in  his  temper,  wbicby  at  timeCp 
gives  me  uneaiincfs^  I  am  refblved, 
therefore,  to  keep  him  at  a  dlftance 
from  my  perfon  and  my  thoughts,  u 
much  as  1  can:  for  whether «//  men  arr 
or  arc  not  encroachers,  I  am  fure  Mr. 
Lovelace  is  one. 

Hence  it  is,  that  I  have  always  caft 
about,  and  will  continue  to  caft  about* 
what  ends  he  may  have  in  view  from 
this  propofal,  or  from  ibai  report.  In 
a  word,  though  hopeful  of  the  bef^  I 
will  always  be  fearful  of  the  tuorj^^  in 
every- thing  that  admits  of  doubt.  For 
it  is  better,  in  fuch  a  fifuatlonas  mine, 
to  apprehend  without  caufe,  than  to 
fubjet't  myfelf  to  furprize  for  wast  of 
forethought. 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  gone  to  Windfor, 
having  left  two  fervant$  to  attend  me. 
He  purpofes  to  be  back  to-mocrow. 

I  have 
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I  have  written  to  my  aunt  Hervej,  to 
fopplicate  her  intereft  in  my  behalf,  for 
vay  ckaths,  books,  and  money;  dgni- 
fying  to  her.  That,  if  I  may  be  reftored 
to  the  favoar  of  my  family,  and  allow- 
ed a  negative  only,  at  to  any  man  who 
may  be  propofed  to  me>  and  be  ufcd 
like  a  daoghter,  a  ntece»  and  a  filler,  I 
will  ftand  by  my  offer  to  live  fingle, 
and  fubmit,  as  I  ought,  to  a  negative 
from  my  father.  Intimating,  never- 
,  thelefs.  That  it  were  perhaps  better* 
tfter  the  ufaee  I  have  received  from  my 
bcotber  and  lifter,  that  I  may  be  allow 
ed  to  be  diftant  from  them,  as  well  for 
Uieir  fakes  as  for  my  own,  (meanings 
as  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  taken,  at  my 
Dairy  Houfe)*oiFering  to  take  my  fa- 
ther's directions,  as  to  the  manner  I 
Aall  live  in,  the  fervants  I  (hall  have, 
and  in  eTery-thiri^  that  ihall  (hew  the 
diitiftii  fubordi nation  to  which  1  am 
willing  to  conform. 

My  aunt  will  know  by  my  letter  to 
lay  fiftcr  bow  to  dire^  to  me,  if  ftie  be 
permitted  to  favour  me  with  a  line. 

I  am  equally  earned  ivitb  brr  in  ibis 
JiBtter,  as  I  was  with  my  fiftcr  in  that  I 
wrote  to  bert  to  obtain  for  me  a  fpccdy 
reconciliation,  that  I  may  not  be  fur- 
ther precipitated  5  intimating,  That,  by 
a  timely  lenity,  all  may  pals  for  a  mil- 
nnderftanding  only,  which,  otherwife, 
will  be  thought  equally  difgraceful  to 
them,  and  to  me;  appealing  to  her  for 
the  neceflity  I  was  under  to  do  what  I 
did. 

Had  I  owned,  that  I  was  over-reacho 
cd,  and  forced  avray  againft  my  inten- 
tion,  might  they  not,  as  aproof  of  the 
troth  of  my  aflfertion,  have  infifted  up- 
on mv  immediate  return  to  them  ?  And 
if  I  did  not  return,  would  they  not  have 
frafon  to  fuppofe,  that  J  had  jmov  al- 
tered my  mind,  (if  fuch  were  my  mind) 
«r  had  not  the  power  to  return  >*«-Then 
were  I  to  have  gone  back,  mufi  it  not 
^ve  been  upon  their  own  terms  ?  ^0 
iomditinuig  wtb  afaiber !  is  amaxim 
wick  my  father,  and  with  my  uncles. 
If  I  would  have  gone,  Mr.  Lovelace 
would  have  oppofed  it.  So  I  muft  have 
^n  under  hts  controul,  or  have  run 
^msLj/rom  him,  as  it  is  fuppofed  1  did 
l»  him  frbm'Harlowe  Place.  In  what  a 
giddy  light  would  this  have  made  me 
appear !  JJtidheconftrained  me,  could 
1  have  appealed  to  my  friends  for  tbeir 
pr«»tedioo»  without  riiquing  the  very 
milcqueoces;  to  prevent  which  (fctting 
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up  myfelf  prefumptuouily,  as  a  middle 
Ifcrfon  between  flaming  fpirits)  I  have 
run  into  fuch  terrible  inconveniences. 

But,  after  all,  muft  it  not  give  me 
great  anguifli  of  mind,  to  be  forced  to 
tan£lifyy  as  I  may  Uy,  by  my  feeminff 
^«r-approbation,  a  meafure  I  was  lo 
artfully  tricked  into,  and  which  I  was 
fo  much  refolved  not  to  take? 

How  one  evil  brings  on  another,  it 
forrowfuUy  witncffed  to,  hy your  gvtrm 
obliged  and  ajfe&ionati 

Cl.  Harlowi, 


LETTER    XXI. 

MR.  LOVELACE,    TO   JOHN    8EL« 
rORD,  Bsq. 

raiOAY,  Aft.  14. 

THOU  haft  often  reproached  me. 
Jack,  with  my  vanity,  without 
diftinguiihin^  the  humorous  turn  that 
accompanies  it  \  and  for  which,  at  the 
fame  time  that  thou  robbeft  me  of  the 
merit  of  it,  thou  admireft  me  highly. 
En'vy  gives  thee  the  indiftinSiom  Na* 
tun  infpiret  %he  admiration ^  unknown 
to  thyfelf  it  infpires  it.  But  thou  art 
too  clumfy  and  too  ihort-fighted  a  mor- 
tal, to  know  how  to  account  even  for 
the  impulfes  by  which  thou  thyfelf  art 
moved. 

'  Well,  but  this  acquits  thee  not  of 
*  my  charge  of  vanity,  Lovelace,^  me« 
thinks  thou  fayeft. 

And  true  thou  fayeft  t  for  I  have  in- 
deed a  confounded  parcel  of  it.  But, 
if  men  of  parts  mav  not  be  allowed  to 
be  vain,  who  ihould !  And  yet,  upon 
fecond  thoughts,  men  of  parts  have  the 
leaft  occaiion  of  any  to  be  vain;  fince 
the  world  (fo  few  of  fbrm  are  there  in 
it)  are  ready  to  find  them  out,  and  ex- 
tol  them.  If  a  fool  can  be  made  fenfi- 
ble,  that  there  is  a  man  who  hat  more 
underftandingthan  bimfelj\  he  is  ready 
enough  to  conclude,  that  fuch  a  man 
muft  be  a  very  extraordinary  creature. 

And  what,  at  this  rate.  Is  the  gene- 
ral conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
premiftfs  ?— Is  it  not,  that»9  man  ought 
to  be  vain }  But  what  if  a  man  can't 
help  it!— This,  perhaps,  may  be  my 
cafe.  But  there  is  nothing  upon  which 
I  value  myfelf  fo  much  as  upon  my  in- 
ventiofis.  And  for  the  foul  of  me,  I 
cannot  help  letting  it  be  fccn,  that  I  ih. 
Yet  this  vanity  may  be  a  means,  per- 

haps^ 
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hapSy  to  overthrow  me  with  this  faga- 
cioiis  lady. 

She  is  very  appreUcrfivc  of  nic,  T  fee. 
I  have  iiudied  before  her  and  Mifs 
Howe,  as  often  as  I  have  been  with 
them,  to  pafs  for  a  giddy  thoughtlefs 
creatnre.  VV^hat  a  folly  then  to  be  fo 
expatiatingly  fmcerc,  in  my  anfwcr  to 
her  home-put»  upon  the  noifes  within 
the  garden  ?—But  ivch  fnccefs  having 
attended  that  contrivance,  [Succefs> 
Jack,  has  blown  many  a  man  up!  ]  my 
rurfed  'vanity  got  uppermoll,  and  kept 
down  my  caution,  1  he  menace  to  have 
fecreted  Solmes,  and  that  other,  that  I 
had  thoughts  to  run  away  with  her 
foolifti  brother,  and  of  my  project  to 
revenge  her  upon  the  two  fervants,  fo 
much  terrified  the  dear  creature,  that  I 
was  forced  to  fit  down  to  mufe  after 
means  to  put  myfelf  right  in  her  opi* 
nion. 

Some  favourable  incidents,  at  the 
time,  tumbled  in  from  my  agent  in  her 
family;  at  leaft  fuch  as  I  was  deter- 
mined to  make  favourable :  and  there- 
fore I  deiired  admittance;  and  this  be- 
fore flie  could  refolve  any- thing  againft 
me;  that  is  to  fay,  while  her  admiration 
of  ipy  intrepidity  kept  refolution  in 
iufpenfe. 

Accordingly,  I  prepared  myfelf  to  be 
all  gentlenefs,  all  obligingnefs,  all  fe- 
renityj  and  as  I  have  now -and- then , 
and  always  had^  more  or  lefs,  good  mo- 
tions pop  up  in  my  mind,  I  encouraged 
and  colle^led  every-thing  of  this  fort 
that  I  had  ever  had  from  novicehood  to 
maturity,  [Not long  in  ncoiUSingiJack] 
in  order  to  bring  the  dear  creature  in- 
to good -humour  with  me*:  'And  who 
'  knows,*  thought  I,  <  if  I  can  hold  it, 

*  and  proceed,  but  I  may  be  able  to  lay 

*  a  foundation  fit  to-  build  my  grand 

*  fcheme  upon !— Love,'  thought  I, 

*  is  not  naiurallj  a  doubter^-FEAR  is: 

*  I  will  try  to  banifli  the  latter;  nothing 

*  then  but  Love  will  remain.      Crb- 

*  D  u  LI T  Y  is  the  God  of  Love's  prime ^ 

*  minifter-y  and  they  never  are  afunder.' 

^  Hethenatquainti  his  friend  imtb  tjobai 
paJJ'ed  het^ween  bim  and  the  iady,  in 
relation  to  his ad*vicesJ'rom Harhwe 
Place^  and  to  bis  propofal  about 
biddings  J  prettv  much  tQ  the  fame 
purpofe  as  in  Ser  preceding  letter  • 


When  he  crimes  to  mention  his  pntptfel 
of  the  Wtndfnr  lodgings^  thus  be  cx- 
preffes  himfeif: 

Now,  Bdford,  can  it  enter  into  thy 
leaden  head,  what  I  meant  by  this  pro- 
pofal !— I  know  it  cannot.  And  fo  111 
tell  thee. 

To  leave  her  for  a  day  or  two,  with  a 
view  tofem)e  her  by  my  abfence^  would, 
as  I  thought,  look  like  confidine  in  her 
favour.  I  could  not  think  of  leaTing 
her,  thou  knoweft,  while  I  bad  reaibn 
to  believe  her  friends  would  purfue  tfs; 
and  I  began  to  apprehend,  that  (he 
would  fufpe^,  that  I  made  a  pretence 
of  that  intentional  purfuit,  to  keep 
about  her  and  with  her.  But  now  that 
they  had  declared  againft  it,  and  that 
they  would  n9t  receive  her  if  flie  went 
back,  (a  declaration  ^e  had  better  hear 
firft  from  me,  than  from  Mifs  Howe, 
or  any  other)  what  (hould  hinder  mc 
from  giving  her  this  mark  of  ray  obe- 
dience ;  efpecially  as  I  could  leave  WHi, 
who  is  a  clever  fellow,  and  can  do  any> 
thing  but  write  and  fpell,  and  Lord  M.^s 
Jonas,  (not  as  guards,  to  be  fare,  but 
as  attendants  only)  the  Utter  to  be  dif- 
patched  to  me  occafionally  by  the  for* 
mer,  whom  I  could  acquaint  with  my 
motions? 

Then  I  wanted  to  inform  myfelf, why 
T  had  not  congratulatory  letters  from 
Lady  Sarah  and  Lady  Betty,  and  front 
my  coufms  Montague,  to  whom  I  had 
written,  glorying  in  my  belofed*s  ef- 
cape;  which  letters,  if  properly  worded, 
might  be  made  necefTary  to  Ihew  her  ^M 
matters,  proceed. 

As  to  Windfor,  I  had  no  defign  to 
carry  her  particularly  thither:  bat 
fomewhere  tt  was  proper  to  name,  a» 
the  condefcended  to  aik  my  advice  atkrat 
it.  London,  I  durft  not;  but  veiy 
cautiottfiys  and  fo  as  to  make  it  her 
own  option :  for  I  muft  tell  thee,  that 
there  is  fuch  a  perverfenefs  in  the  ftx^ 
that,  when  they  a(k  your  advice,  tbejp 
do  it  only  to  know  your  opinion,  that 
they  may  oppofe  it ;  though,  had  not 
the  thing  in  queftion  been/fur  choice  - 
perhaps  it  had  been  theirs. 

I  could  eafily  give  i«aions  agmtfi 
Windfor,  after  I  had  pretended  10  hft 
there ;  and  this  would  have  looked  th% 
better,  as  it  was  a  place  of  my  own  no* 


*  He  had  fald,  P^ge  337^  that  he  would  make  refonnatioa  his  ftalking-horfe,  ftc. 
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minsiions  asd  ftewn  her,  that  I  had 
DO  fixed  rchemc.  Never  was  there  in 
woman  fuch  a  fagacioas,  fach  ail  a]l- 
live  apprebenfion,  at  in  this.  Yet  it  is 
B  grievous  thing  to  an  honed  man  to  be 
ififpcaed. 

Then,  in  my  going  or  return,  lean 
call  upon  Mrs.  Greme.  She  and  my 
beloved  had  a  great  deal  of  talk  toge- 
ther.  If  I  knew  what  it  was  about; 
sad  that  iiiber^  upon  their  firft  acquaint 
tance^  was  for  benefiting  herfelf  by  the 
BibfTi  1  might  contrive  to  ferve  them 
te^y  wsthont  hurting  myfelf:  forthefe 
aiT  the  moft  prudent  ways  of  doin? 
liriendihtps,  and  what  are  not  followed 
by  re^prets,  though  t\it  fer*Vid  Ibould 
praveiagrateful.  Then  Mrs.  Greme 
correiponds  by  pen  and  ink  with  her 
fenier-fifter  where  we  are  s  fomething 
may  poffibly  arife  that  way,  either  of  a 
convenient  nature,  'wbicb  t  may  pnrfue\ 
or  of  an  inconvenient,  nnhicb  I  nut^ 

AhjiMt^s  be  emriful  ofbacb-dwrs^  is  a 
maxim  with  me  in  all  my  exploits. 
Whoever  knows  me,  knows  that  I  am 
no  proud  man.  I  can  talk  as  familiarly 
to  Servants  as  to  principals,  when  I 
have  a  mind  to  make  it  worth  their 
while  to  oblige  me  in  any-thing.  Then 
lervants  are  but  as  the  common  fotdiers 
ia  aa  army :  they  do  all  the  mifchief ; 
finequently  without  malice,  and  merely, 
g99dfialtl  for  miichief*  lake. 

I  am  iDoft  apprehenfive  about  Mifs 
Howe.  She  has  a  confounded  deal  of 
wit,  and  wants  only  a  fubjed,  to  (hew 
as  mudi  rogoerys  and  Ihould  I  be  out- 
witted with  all  my  Sententious,  boaft- 
iag  conceit  of  my  own  m/hrtmi»Mongir^ 
Jb^  [I  Uvf  t9  piagui  tbu,  labti  art  ^ 
fratmdgr  t9  acturaty^  and  a  furface- 
ikmuncr  nr  Uarmhg  nvitb  out-of-the- 
way  vfordt  atdpbraffs]  I  (hould  cer- 
tainly haap;,  drown,  or  (hoot  raylelf. 

Poor  Hickman !  I  pity  him  for  the 
|ifolpe6lbehaswith fuch  a  virago!  fiut 
ibt  fellow's  a  fool,  God  wot  \  And  now 
%  diiak  of  it,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflkry 
fog  coiBplcat  happinefs  in  the  married- 
ftMe^  thai  Qtkzpwdd  be  a  fool  [An  ar- 
l^oient  I  once  held  with  this  verv  Mi(* 
|b«v«*l  But<hfn  the  fool  ^si^Mknafw 
Ae  other's  fuperinnty  \  otberwife  the 
ajUbfliate  iMie  will  diiappoint  the  wi(tB 
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B«C  my  Bgmt  Jofeph  has  helped  roe 
to  leciire  this  qaartdr,  aa.I  \ixH  htnied 
to  dwo  flB«i«  l^a  «aiB«» 


MR.   LOVBLACBf    TO   JOHN   8IL* 
FOJtD»  Esq. 

IN  COMTIKUATIOtf* 

BUT  is  it  not  a  confounded  thing, 
that  I  cannot  faAbn  an  obligation 
upon  this  proud  beauty  ?  I  have  two 
motives,  in  endeavouring  to  prevail 
upon  her  to  accept  of  money  and  rai- 
ment from  roe  s  one,  the  real  pleafure 
X  (hould  have  in  the  accommodating  of 
the  haughty  maid ;  and  to  think  there 
was  ibmethiiig  near  her,  and  upon  her, 
that  I  could  call  mim  t  the  other,  in 
order  to  abate  her  (eytrity,  and  humble 
her  a  little. 

Nothing  more  effeft uall^  brings  down 
a  proud,  fpirit,  than  a  ienfe  of  lying 
under  pecuniary  obligations.  This 
has  always  made  me  folicitous  to  avoid 
laying  myfelf  under  any  fuch:  yet 
fometimes  formerly  have  I  besfi  put  to 
it,  and  curfed  the  tardy  refolution  of 
the  quarterly  periods.  And  yet  I  ever 
made  (hift  to  avoid  anticipations:  /  jr^- 
ver  uoomU  eat  ibi  ealf  m  tbi  tow's  biify, 
as  Lord  M.*s  phrafe  ist  for  what  is 
that,  but  to  hold  our  lands  upon  //- 
nant'Caurti£ft  the  vileft  of  all  tenures  > 
To  be  denied  a  fox-chace,  for  fear  of 
breaking  down  a  fence,  upon  my  own 
grounds  f  To  be  clamoured  at  for  rer 
^\t%  fiuStd  for,  rather  than  really 
ntfanUd?  To  be  prated  to  by  a  bumkin 
with  his  hat  on,  and  his  arms  folded, 
as  if  he  defied  your  expectations  of 
that  fort  $  bis  foot  firmly  fk'i^j  as  if 
upon  his  own  ground,  and  you  forced 
to  take  bisarchleers,  and  ftupid  gybes? 
he  intimating  by  the  whole  of  his  con* 
du  A,  that  he  had  had  it  in  his  power  to 
oblige  you,  ahd,  if  you  behave  civilly^ 
may  oblige  you  again  ?'— I,  who  think 
I  have  a  right  to  break  every  man's 
head  I  pafs  by,  if  I  like  not  his  looks, 
to  bear  this  i-— No  more  could  I  do  it, 
than  I  could  borrow  of  an  infolent  un- 
4^e,  or  inctuiiitive  aunt,  who  would  . 
thence  tliink  themfelves  entitled  to  have  - 
an  account  of  all  my  life  and  actions 
laid  before  them  for  their  review  and 
<enfure.' 

My  -charmer,  I  fee,  has  a  pride  like 
my  own :  bu!t  (he  has  no  diftiniiioH  i  n  her 
pride:  nor  knows  the  pretty  fool,  that 
there  is  nothing  nobler,  nothing  more 
delightful^  than  for  lovers  to  be  con- 
Y  y  ferring 
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ferring  and  receiving  obligations  from 
each  other.  In  this  very  rarm-yard,  to 
give  thee  a  familiar  inftance,  I  have  more 
than  once  feen  this  remark  illuftrated. 
A  ftrutting  r^fcal  of  a  cock  have  I  be- 
lield  chuck,  chuck,  chuck,  chuck-ine 
his  miftrefs  to  Him,  when  he  has  found 
a  /in^le  barley-corn,  taking  it  up  with 
his  bill,  and  letting  it  drop  five  or  fix 
times,  ftill  ivpeating  his  cnuckin?  in- 
irttation:  and  when  two  or  three  of  his 
feathered  ladies  ftriye  who  (hall  be  the 
fiift  for't,  [O  Jackf'  a  cock  is  a  Grand 
Signor  of  a  bird!']  hedire£ls  the  bill  of 
the  foremoft  to  it:  and  when  (he  has 
got  the  dirty  pearl,  he  ftruts  over  her 
with  an  erected  creft,  and  with  an  ex- 
ulting chuck— a  chuck-aw-aw-w,  cir- 
cling roimd  her,  with  dropt  wings, 
fweeping  the  duft  in  humble  courtfliip : 
while  the  obliged  (he,  half-(hy,  half- 
willing,  by  her  cowring  tail,  prepared 
wings,  yet  feemingly  aflPrighted  eyes, 
and  conti'a£led  neck,  lets  one  fee,  that 
(he  knows  the  barley-corn  was  not  all 
he  called  her  for. 

9Fben  be  comes  to  t bat  part  of  bis  nor* 
rati'vCf  <wbere  be  mentions  tbe  pro- 
Pofmg  of  the  lady's  maid  Hannah, 
or  one  of  tbe young  Sortings* s^  to  at" 
tend  ber,  tbus  be  'writes. 

Now,  Belford,  canft  thou  imagine 
what  I  meant  by  propofing  Hannah,  or 
one  of  the  girls  here,  for  her  attendant  ? 
I'll  give  thee  a  month  to  guefs. 

Thou  wilt  not  pretend  to  guefs,  thou 
fay'ft.^ 

Well,  then,  I'll  tell  thee. 

Believing  (he  would  certainly  pro- 
pofe  to  have  that  favourite  wench  about 
lier,  as  foon  as  (he  was  a  little  fettled, 
I  had  caufed  the  girl  to  be  enquired- 
after,  with  an  intent  to  makt  intereft, 
fome  howorothcr,  that  a  month's  warn- 
ing ihould  be  infifted  on  by  her  mafter 
.  or  miftrefs,  or  by  fome  other  means, 
which  I  had  not  determined  upon,  to 
prevent  her  coming  to  her.  But  for- 
tune fights  for  me.  The  wench  is 
luckily  ill;  a  violent  rhenmatick  dif- 
order,  which  has  obliged  her  to  leave 
her  place,  €on(ines  her  to  her  chamber. 
Poor  }lannab|  How  I  pity  the  gtrll 
Thefe  thines  are  very  hard  upon  In- 
duArious  (ervantsl^  intend  to  make 
the  poor  wench  a  fmall  orefent  op  the 
pccafion— I  kiMivv  i|  will  oblige  jny 
charmer* 


And  (b.  Jack,  pnfemSng  luttoi 
any  tbing  of  tbe  matter^  I  prefled  her 
to  fend  tor  Hannah.  She  knew  I  had 
always  a  regaj'd  for  this  fervant,  be- 
caufeof  herhone((lovetoherladv:  but 
now  I  have  a  greater  regard  for  her 
than  ever.  Calamity,  though  a  poor 
fervant* s  calamity,  will  rather  increafe 
than  diminish  good  will,  with  a  truly 
generous  mafter  or  miftrefs. 

As  to  one  of  the  young  Sorltngs's 
attendance,  there  was  nothing  at  all  in 
propofing  that;  for  if  either  of  ^bem 
nad  been  chofen  by  ber^  and  permitted 
by  the  motber^  [Ttvo  cbances  im  fbat\\ 
it  would  have  been  onlv  till  I  had  fixed 
upon  another.  And  it  afterwards  they 
had  been  loth  to  parr,  I  could  eafilr 
have  given  my  beloved  a  jealoufy,  whica 
would  have  done  the  bufinefs;  or  to 
the  girl,  who  would  have  quitted  her 
country  dairy  ^  fuch  a  relifh  for  a  JUa^ 
i^ne,  as  would  have  made  it  very  ecfi^- 
venient  for  her  to  fall  in  love  with  W)ll| 
or  perhaps  I  could  have  done  (till  bet* 
ter  for  her  with  Lord  M/s  chaplahi, 
who  is  very  de(ir^us  of  ftanding  well 
with  his  lord^s  prefumptive-heir. 

*  A  blefiing  on  thy  honeft  heart, 
••Lovelace!'  thouMtfay;  *  forchovact 
«  for  providing  for  every-b<idy*' 

he  gives  an  account  of  tbe  firioiu 
part  of  tbeir  con^Uerfation,  nvith 
MO  great  variation  from  the  ladfi 
account  of  it :  and  loben  he  comes 
to  tbat  part  of  it,  'wberg  he  bids 
her  remember,  that  reformatim 
cannot  be  a  fuddem  thing,  be  ajh 
hisfriend^^  * 

Is  not  this  fair  pla^  >  Is  it  not  deal- 
ing in^enuoufly?  Then  the  obfenra- 
tion,  1  will  be  bold  to  fay,  is  fbundedi 
in  truth  and  nature.  But  there  was  i 
little  touch  of  policy  in  it  befides;  thai 
the  lady,  if  I  (hould  fly  out  again^ 
ihould  not  think  me  too  grofs  as  liy< 
pocrite:  for,  as  I  plainly  told  her,  ' 
was  afraid,  that  my  fits  of  reformat ' 


were  but  fits  and  rallies^  but  I  hopet 
her  example  would  fix  them  into  ha- 
bits. But  it  is  fo  di(couraging  a  ihr 
to  have  ihv  monitrefs  fo  very  goodl-^ 
proteft  I  know  not  how  to  look  op  a 
ber!  Now,  aa  I  am  thinking,  if  I  c  * 
pull  her  down  a  little  nearer  to  mj  , 
level)  that  is  to  fay,  could  pitvailiipo 
her  to  do  fomething  that  would  ai|^ 
imPitfi^ntf  fyBimmf^t§nfmaifi  m 


CLARISSA    HAltLOWE. 


flioold  jog  on  much  more  equaUy«  and 
be  better  able  to  comprehend  one  ano- 
tber:  aod  To  the  comfort  would  be  biu- 
t«al»  and  the  remorfc  not  ail  oa  one 
fide. 

He  ae\MQ*wledgi4  thai  bt  imu  gnatfy 
t^eSfd  Midpkafid*wUb  tbt  ladft 
firiaus  arguments  at  the  time :  out 
e'ven  then  ivaj  apprebenji've  that 
bit  temper  wouU  M9t  bold*  Tbus 
be  'writes  J 

This  lady  fays  ferious  things  in  fo 
agreeable  a  manner^  (and  then  her  voice 
is  all  harmony  when  ibe  touches  a  fub- 
ic&  Ibeii  pleated  with)  that  I  cpuld  have 
liftened  to  her  for  half  a  day  together. 
But  yet  I  am  afraid,  if  (Lc  falls,  as  they 
call  It,  ihe  will  iois  a  good  deal'  of  that 
potboy  of  that  noble  felf-confidence, 
which  gives  a  good  |>erron9  as  I  now 
fee,  a  vifible  fupertority  OVer  one  not  fo 
good. 

But,  after  all,  Belford,  I  would  fain 
know  why  people  call  fuch  free  livers 
at  you  and  me  b¥pO€rites,~^Tha.V%  a 
word  I  hate;  and  mould  take  it  very  ill 
to  he  calle4.bY  it.  For  myfelf,  I  have 
as  gOiMi  motions,  and  perhaps  have 
them  as  frequently,  as  any.bodys  all 
the  bufinefs  is,  th^  don*t  bold;  or,  to 
fpeak  more  in  charaAer,  I  don't  take 
the  uirefime  do^  to  conceal  mylapfes. 
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MISS  HOWB»  TO    MISS   CLARISSA 

UARLOWE. 

BATVtOAT,  APftiL  I^* 

THOUGH  pretty  much  preiTed  in 
time,  and  opprefled  by  my  mo- 
iher^s  watchfuloeis,  I  will  write  a  few 
lines  upon  the  new  light  that  has  broken 
IB  upon  your  gentleman ;  and  ftnd  it 
hy  a  particular  hand. 

I  knovv  not  what  to  think  of  him 
•pon  it.  He  talks  well;  but  judge  him 
hi  Rowe'*6  lines,  he  is  certainly  a  dif- 
femUer,  odious  as  the  fin  of  hypocrii]^, 
sady  as  be  lays,  that  other  of  ingrati- 
I  tade,  are  to  him. 

And  pray,  taj  dear*  let  me  aik, 
Could  be  have  triumphed,  as  it  is  faid 
k  has  done,  over  fo  many  of  our  fex, 
had  be  not  been  egregioudy  guilty  of 
M<^na? 

fiis  ingcnuoulheia  ia  the  thipg  th?t 
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ftaggcrt  met  yet  is  be  cunning  enough 
tol^now,  that  whoever  accufcshimfelf 
firft,  blunts  the  edge  of  an  adverfary*s 
accufation. 

He  is  certainly  a  man  of  ,  fenfe ; 
there  is  more  hope  of  fuch  a  one,  than 
of  a  fool:  and  there  mull  be  a  beginning 
to  a  reformatio^.  Thele  I  wilT  allow 
in  his  favour. 

But  this,  that  follows,  I  think,  is  th« 
onl^  way  to  judf^e  of  his  fpeciouscon- 
feflions  and  lei f-accufations— Does  h« 
confefs  any  thing  that  you  knew  not 
before,  or  that  you  are  not  likely  to  find 
out  from  others?— >If  nothing  elfe, 
what  does  he  confefs  to  his  own  difad- 
vantage  ?  You  have  heard  of  his  duels  t 
you  have  heard  of  his  icduaions.-*All 
the  world  has.  He  oimis  therefore 
what  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  con^ 
ceali  and  his  ingenuoufoefs  is  a  falvo 
— *  Why,  this.  Madam,  is  no  more 
'  than  Mr.  Lovelace  himfelf  acknow* 
«  ledges.'  , 

Well,  but  what  is  now  to  be  done? 
—You  muft  make  the  beft  of  your  fitu« 
ation:  and  as  you  fay,  fo  fay  I,  I  hope 
that  will  not  be  bad :  for  I  like  ail 
that  he  has  propofed  to  you  of  Wind- 
for,  and  his  canon's  houfe.  His  rea* 
dinefs  to  leave  you,  and  go  himfelf  in 
queft  of  a  lodging,  likewife  looks  well. 
And  I  think  there  is  nothing  can  be  fo 
properly  done,  as  (whether  you  get  to 
a  canon's  houfe  or  not)  that  the  canon 
ihould  join  you  togethei-  in  wedlock  at 
foon  as  poflible. 

I  much  approve,  however,  of  all  your 
cautions,  or  all  vour  vigilance,  and  of 
every  thing  you  have  done,  but  of  your 
meeting  bim.  Yet,  in  mv  difapproba* 
tion  of  that,  I  jud^  by  the  e^vent 
only:  for  who  would  have  divined,  it 
would  have  concluded  as  it  did  ?  But 
he  is  the  devil,  by  his  own  account : 
and  had  he  run  away  with  the  wretched 
Solmes,  and  your  more  wretched  bro- 
ther, and  himfelf  been  traofported  for 
life,  he  fliould  have  had  my  fcee  eon- 
fent  for  all  three. 

What  ufe  does  he  make  of  that  Jo- 
feph  Lemanl— .His  ingenuoufnefs,  t 
muft  once  more  fay,  confounds  mt\ 
but  if,  ray  d«ir,  you  can  forgive  your 
brother  for  the  part  he  pdf  that  fellow 
upon  aaing,  I  don't  know  whether  you 
ought  to  be  angry  at  Lovelace.  Yet  X 
have  wiflied  fifty  times,  fince  Loi^gjace 

fot  you  away,  that  you  were  rid  of 
im,  whethsr  it  were  by  a  borning  fef 
Y  jr  a  Tct, 
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▼er»  by  h^giti^,  bjr  drownitig,  or  by 
m  broken  neck)  provided  it  were  before 
be  laid  you  under  a  nece^ty  to  go  into 
mourning  for  him. 

I  repeat  my  httherto-rejefted  oflfer. 
May  I  fend  it  fafely  by  your  old  man  ? 
1  have  reaA>nt  for  not  fending  it  by 
Hickman^s  fervant,  unlcft  I  had  a  bank* 
note.  Enquiring  for  foch  may  caufe 
diftruA.  My  mother  it  fo  bufy,  fo  in* 
quiiitive^-I  don't  love  fufpicioas  tem- 
pers. 

And  here  flie  is  continually  In  and 
out-- 1  muA  bivak  off. 
♦       # 

Mr  « Hickman  begs  hi^  moft  refpefl- 
fnl  compliments  toyou,  with  offer  of  his 
fervices.  I  told  him  I  would  oblige  him, 
btcaufe  minds  in  trouble  take  kindly 
any-body*s  civilities;  but  that  he  was 
not  to  imagine  that  he  particularly 
obliged  me  by  this  ?  fmce  I  mould  think 
the  man  or  woman  either  blind  or  ftu- 
pid  who  admired  not  a  per£bn  of  your 
exalted  merit  for  your  own  fakc»  and 
wished  not  to  ferve  vou  without  view  to 
other  reward  than  t«e  honoof  of  ftrving 
you. 

To  be  fiti^  Hun  wot  bit  friMchal 
m^twei  with  mat  dainttnefs  he  iaid  it: 
but  with  a  kiis  of  his  band,  and  a  bow 
to  my  feeti  he  hoped,  that  that  fine 
lady's  being  myfriendd\.d  not  leflen  the 
merit  of  the  reverence  he  really  had  for 
her. 

Believe  me  ever,  what  yo«y  my  dear, 
Ihall  ever  find  me,jourfaitbful  a»d  af- 

Anna  Hows. 


LETTER    XXIV. 

MtSS  CtARISSA  HAaLOWK«TO  MXSS 
HOWE. 

SAT.  ArraiNooN* 

I'  Detain  your  jnieflenger  while  I  write 
■  in  anfwer  to  yours;  the  poor  old  man 
not  bang  very  well. 

Yotf  di (hearten  me  a  good  deal  about 
Mr*  Lovelace.  I  may  be  too  willing 
ft^m  my  iad  circumftances  to  think  the 
beft  of  him.  If  his  iMTtences  to  re- 
formation are  bmt  pretei^es,  what  muil 
be  his  intent  >  But  can  the  heart  of  man 
be  fo  very  vile?  Can  heyisr^hea  mock 
the  AUnu^hty?  But  may  I  not,  from 
one  very  upd  re6edioo^  think  better  of 
lumi  ^at  I  jua  throtra  to^  ^vch  ioio 


his  power,  to  make  it  mceffary  6r  \Am 
(except  he  were  to  intend  the  very  mt» 
mojt  villainy  by  me)  to  be  fuch  afliock- 
ing  hypocrite  .>  He  muft,  at  leaft,  be  in 
eaineft,  at  the  tifiu  he  gives  the  better 
hope^.  Purely  he  mud.  Yon  yoorielf 
mo  ft  join  with  me  in  this  hope,  or  you 
could  not  wifli  me  to  be  lb  dieadfoUy 
yoked. 

But  after  all,  I  had  rather,  much  ra- 
ther, be  independent  of  bim»  and  of 
his  family,  although  I  have  an  high 
opinion  of  them;  at  leaft  till  I  fee  what 
my  own  mav  be  brought  to.-— Other* 
wife,  I  think,  it  were  beft  for  mr,  at 
Once,  to  eaft  myfelf  into  Lady  Betty 'a 
protejftion.  All  wotild  then  be  con- 
ducted  with  decency,  and  perhaps  masf 
morttiications  would  be  fpartd  me.  But 
then*  I  muft  be  bis,  at  all  adventurea^ 
and  be  thoueiit  to  defy  my  own  Ik* 
mily .  And  IhaH  I  not  firft  fee  the  ifiiM 
of  oMe  application  i  And  yet  I  cannot 
make  this,  till  I  am  fettled  (bmcwfaer^ 
and  at  a  diltance  from  him. 

Mrs.  Sorlings  (hewed  me  «  letMr 
this  mominff,  which  Ihe  had  received 
from  her  lifter  Greme  laft  night ;  in 
which  Mrs.  Greme  (hopin|r  I  wovM 
forgive  her  forward'  zeal,  if  her  filler 
thinks  fit  to  Ihew  her  letter  to  me) 
wiflies  (and  that  for  all  ^  noble  la* 
mily^s  fake,  and  (he  hopes  (he  maj-  lay 
for  my  own)  that  I  will  be  pleaDed  to 
vield  to  make  his  honour,  as  flie  calls 
him,  happy.  She  grounds  her^^Crrai^ 
m/t,  as  flie  calls  it,  upon  whaa  he  waa 
fo  comicfcemdittg  [her  word  alio],  to  fiij 
to  hdr  yellerday,  in  hia  way  to  Wwd- 
lor,  on  hxxprefimutg  toalk,  if  flie  might 
loon  give  him  joy  ?  That  no  man  ever 
.  loved  a  woman  as-heloveamc:  ttsarnft 
woman  ever  (b  vrell  delerved  to  be  be* 
love<f:  that  in  every  converfatton^  he 
admires  me  ftill  more:  that  he  loves  nm 


with  fuch  a  purity,  as  he  had  i 

li^ved  himlelf  capable  of,  or  tkax  a 

mortal  creature  could  have  iniptred  hii 


niptr 

with;  looking  upon  me  as  allyte/;  na 
an  ansel  lent  down  to  lave  bui  and  & 
great  deal  more  of  this  Ibrtx  bat  that 
he  apprehends,  my  conlent  to  make  Imb 
happy  is  at  a  greater  diftanoe  tha*  Ik 
wilbm,  and  complained  of  the  loo  fe- 
vere  reftriftions  I  had  laid  upon  hina 
before  I  honoured  him  with  my  crn^^ 
dimcg :  which  reftridions  mae/i  be  asjm^ 
crsd  U  bim^  at  iftbmnntrepturtsqfthm^ 
mmriage'Cpntrad^  ifc. 
Whati  my  dcar^  finli  I  fay  to  tliiar 
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Row  inU  I  take  it?  Mr$.  Oivroe  is 

a  gnood  woman.  Mrs.  Sorliags  is  a 
good  woman.  And  this  letter  agrees 
with  the  eonverfatioA  between  Mr. 
Lovelace  and  me,  which  I  thought,  and 
ftill  think,  fo  agreeable  *.  Yet  what 
means  the  man  hy  Jhregwtg  tbeoppor- 
iuMuUs  bt  luks  bad  ta  JicUrt  bimfilff 
--What  mean  bis  compUuats  of  mj  n* 
firiBtMs  to  Mrs.  Grame  ?  He  is  not  a 
bafrful  man.— -Bnt  you  fay,  I  inrpire 
people  with  an  awe  of  me.—> An  awe, 
my  dear  I— As  how  ? 

I  am  quite  petohmt,  fretful,  and 
psevifii,  with  myielf,  at  times,  to  find, 
that  I  am  bound  to  fiie  the  woriungs  of 
i^tfubtUf  or  tbisifii^  fpirit,  whicb 
flialllcallit? 

How  am  I  pani Aed,  as  I  frequently 
think,  for  rfiy  ?anity,  in  hoping  to  hie 
an  example  to  yonng  peribns  of  my 
fexi  L«t  me  be  but  a  limrmng^  and  I 
will  now  be  contented.  For,  be  my 
deftiny  what  it  may,  I  fliall  never  be 
aUe  to  bold  up  my  he^  a^fsin  among 
my  beft  friends  aiKl  worthier  compa- 
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remarki  and  would  be  apt  to  w'A  hia 
Mifs  Howe  acquainted  with  her. 

Gentlenefs  of  heart,  Airely,  is  not 
defpicabie  in  a  man.  Why,  if  it  be^ 
is  tnebigheft  diftin^ion  a  man  can  ar- 
rive at,  that  of  a  gcMiieman  /'—A  dif* 
tin^ion  which  a  prince  may  not  de« 
ferve.  For  manners,  more  tiian  biith^ 
fortune,  or  title,  are  requidte  in  th'isi 
charaAcr.  Manners  are  indeed  the  ef- 
fence  of  it.  And  (hall  it  be  generally 
faid,  and  Mifs  Howe  not  be  an  ex- 
ception to  it,  (as  once  you  wrote)  that 
our  fex  arc  beil  dealt  with  by  boiAe* 
rousand  unruly  fpiritsj  ? 

Forgive  me,  my  dear;  and  love  ra« 
as  you  ufed  to  do.  For  although  my 
fortunes  are  changed,  my  heart  is  nots 
nor  ever  will,  while  it  bids  my  pen  tell 
you,  that  it  muft  ceaie  to  beat,  whea 
It  is  not  as  much  yours,  asjoMr 

CLAAISSA  UAftLOWB*f« 


LETTER    XXV. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HAftLOWE,  TO  MlSa 
fiOWS. 

lATVaDAT  BVCMIJEIG. 

MR.  Lorelace  has  fecn  divers  apart- 
ments at  Windibr;  but  not  one, 
he  fays,  that  he  thought  fit  for  me,  woA 
which  at  the  (ame  tmie  anfwered  mf 
defcription. 

He  has  been  verjr  folicitqua  te  kttm 
to  the  letter  of  my  inftrudionai  widck 
looks  well  t  and  the  better  I  like  him* 
aa,  although  he  propofed  that  tow%,  be 
came  back,  difiisading  me  from  itj  for 
he  faid,  that,  in  his  journey  from  thence^ 
he  had  thought  Windfor,  although  of 
hisi  own  propofal,  awrongcho«eo|  bo- 
caufe  I  coveted  privacy,  and  that  was  » 
place  geoendly  vifiiod  and  admiied^, 

I  tflld  bim,  that  if  Mrs.  Soriingn 
tHoiigbt  me  not  an  incombnuce,  ( 
would  be  willing  to  ftay  here  a  liittle 
I^ger;  provided  h^  would  leave  me, 
and  flo.  to  JLord  M/s  or  to  lirondoo, 
wkich-cver  he  thought  beft. 

He  boped^  he  (aid,  that  he  might  fup- 
pofe  me  abiblutely  fafe  from  tbe  in- 

*  Tbu  letter  Mrs*  p^eme  (vvich  no  bad  defign  on  l|er  part)  wis  pat  upon  wrltuig  by  Mr. 
Uvdd^cc  kjoi&lf,  «s  will  be  &eiiLe$tftr.  XXXI. 
*f  See  Vol.  L  Page  31. 
I  Sec  Vol.  IL  Page  153* 
\  .This  ioJeicnce  of  the  lady  in  his  favour  U  exadlj  what  he  had  bopcA  for*    $ieoF^ 

fults 


It  it  one  of  tbe  cnielleil  ciirum- 
ianoes  that  attends  the  faults  of  (be  in- 
confideratse,  that  (be  makes  all  who 
lowe  ber  unhappy,  and  gives  joy  only 
to  her  own  eoemtes,  and  to  the  enemies 
of  ber  iansily. 

Wbai  an  ufefiil  letfbo  would  this  af- 
foid,  weie  it  properly  inculcated  at  the 
time  tkat  the  UMpteJmad  was  balaa* 
dng  upon  a  doubtful  adventure  f 

You  know  not,  my  dear,  the  vvorth 
of  a  virtuous  mani  and,  nobk -minded 
aa  you  are  in  moft  particulars,  you 
partake  of  the  common  weakncfs  of  nu- 
ttau  natune,  in  being  apt  to  flight  what 
ssio  your  own  power. 

You  wou)d  not  think  of  ufing  Mr. 
I^ovelace,  were  he  your  fuitor,  aa  yon 
do  tbe  much  worthier  Mr.  Hickman 
— Would  you?-— You  know  who 
fsya  in  my  mother's  cafe,  '  Much  loiU 
*  bear,  toMLckJbfiU  bear,  all  the  world 
**  tluv>tfgb  f  /  Mr.  Hickman,  I  fam;y, 
would  be  glad  to  know  the  lady's 
jHoae,  who  made  lack  aa  obfervation. 
He  vMmid  think  it  hardly  noifible,  but 
fiwk  a  one  Ihould  benefit  t»y  ber  own 
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^  Mtt  or  attempts  of  my  brother;  and, 
therefore,  if  it  (bould  make  me  eaiier, 
lie  would  obey,  for  a  few  days  at  leaft. 

He  agrain  propofed  to  fend  for  Han. 
nab.  I  told  him  I  defi^ned  to  do  fo^ 
through  you— And  fhAl  I  b*g  of  you, 
my  dear,  to  caufe  the  honeft  creature  to 
be  fent  to  ^  Your  faithful  Robert,  I 
tllink,  knows  where  (he  is.  Perhaps  fhe 
will  be  permitted  to  quit  her  place  di- 
teftlv,  Dy  allowing  a  raonth^s  wages, 
whicn  I  will  ^pay  her.  He  took  no- 
tice of  the  fertous  humour  he  found  me 
in,  and  of  the  rednefs  of  my  eyes.  I 
had  juft  been  anfwering  your  letter ; 
lod  had  he  not  approacEed  me,  on  his 
coming  off  his  journey,  in  i  very  re- 
l^dEtful  manner  I  had  he  not  made  an 
tmezceptionable  report  of  his  enquiries, 
and  been  fo  ready  to  eo  from  me,  at 
the  very  firft  word ;  1  was  prepared 
(notwithftanding  the  good  terms  we 
parted  upon  when  he  fet  out  for  Wind- 
ibr)  to  have  given  him  a  very  unwel- 
come i-eceptlon:  for  the  contents  of 
your  laft  letter  had  fo  affeAed  me,  that 
the  moment  I  faw  him,  I  beheld  with 
indignation  the  feducer,  who  had  been 
the  caufe  of  all  the  evils  I  fuffer,  and 
have  fuffercd. 

He  hinted  to  me,  that  He  had  received 
ai  letter  from  Lady  Betty,  and  another* 
(as  I  underftood  him)  from  one  of  the 
Mifs  Montagues .  I  f  they  take  notice 
of  ift^  in  them,  I  wonder  that  he  did 
not  acquaint  me  with  the  contenu.  I 
am  afraid,  my  dear,  that  his  relations 
are  among  tfiofe,  who  think  I  have 
taken  a  rafli  and  inexcufeable  ftep.  It 
is  not  to  my  ereitit  to  let  eyrm  tbtm 
know,  how  I  have  httn  frighted  out  of 
mjfelfs  and  yet  perhaps  they  would 
liold  me  unworthy  of  their  alliance,  if 
they  were  to  think  my  flight  a  volun« 
tary  one.  O  my  dear,  how  uneafy  to 
us  are  our  reflections  upon  every  doubt- 
ful occurrence,  when  we  know  wc 
have  bees  prevailed  upon  to  do  a  wrong 
thing! 

SUNDAY  MOaMINO. 

«Ah  !  this  man,  my  dear!  We  have 
had  warmer  dialojrues  than  ever  yet  we 
have  had.  At  fair  argument,  I  find  I 
need  not  fear  him*;  but  he  is  fuch  a 
wild,  fuch  an  ungovernable  creatvre, 
[He  reformed !]  that  I  am  hatf^^raid 
of  him. 


He  again,  on  my  declaring  mylelf 
uneafy  at  his  flay  with  me  here,  pro- 
poicd  that  I  would  put  niyieif  into 
Lady  Betty's  protection ;  amiring  ma 
that  he  thought  he  could  not  leave  me 
at  Mrs.  Soilings's,  with  fafety  to  my- 
felf.  And  upon  my  declining  to  do 
that,  for  the  reafons  I  gave  you  in  my 
laftf ,  he  urged  to  me  to  nuke  a  de- 
mand of  my  eftate. 

He  knew  it,  I  told  him,  to  be  my  ve- 
folution  not  to  litigate  with  my  fa« 
ther. 

Nor  would  he  put  me  upon  it,  be  rt- 
plied,  but  as  the  lafi  thing.  But  if  my 
ipirit  would  not  permit  me  to  be  QbUgei^ 
as  I  called  it,  to  any. body  ^  and  yet  it 
my  relations  would  refufeme  my  owoj 
he  knew  not  how  I  could  keep  up  that 
fpirit,  without  being  put  to  incon* 
veniences,  which  would  give  him  in- 
finite contem— Unlefs-unlefs-unlefs, 
hefaid,  helitating,  as  if  afraid  to  fpeak 
out— Unlefs  I  would  take  the  only  me- 
thod I  e9Mld  take,  to  obtain  the  pofleffioa 
of  my  own. 

*  Whatist*«f,  Sirr 
Sure  the  man  fliw  by  my  looks,  whea 

he  came  with  his  creeping  mmUftes,  that 
I  guefled  what  he  meant. 

*  Ah,  Madam  1  can  you  be  at  a  lofs 

<  to  know  what  that  method  is  >— They 

*  will  not  difpute  with  a  mam  that  right 

*  which  they  would  conteft  with  yea. 
Why  faid  he  with  a  a««a,  Tsfteadof 

with  him  ?  Yet  he  looked  as  if  he  want- 
ed to  be  encouraged  to  (ay  more. 
'  So,  Sir,  you  would  have  o>e  toem* 

*  ploy  a  lawyer,  would  you,  notwith- 

<  ftanding  what  I  have  ever  declared,  aa 
'  to  litigating  with  my  father  V 

*  No,  I  would  not,  my  dearefl  crea- 

*  ture,^  fnatching  my  hand,  and  pref- 
fiag  it  with  his  lips— <  except  you  would 

*  make  JM  the  lawjrer/ 
Had  he  fiiid  me  at  firft,  I  (hould  have 

been  above  the  affedlation  of  mention- 
ing a  lawyer. 

I  bluihed.  The  man  purfoednotthe 
fub]e£k  fo  ardently,  but  tnat  it  waa  more 
eafy  at  well  as  more  natural  to  avoid  it* 
thaii  to  fall  into  it. 

Would  to  Heaven  he  might,  without 
ofiending  I— But  Ifi  over-awcid  him!—* 
{p*uer-anued\i\m\'^Y9wrX  notion,  my 
dear!]  And  fo  the  over-awed  bafliful 
man  went  off  from  the  fiihjeftj  repeating 

a  SeethisconfinnedbyMr.Lov^bceiPaie^aa^ 

I  See  Page  354. 
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Ill  propofal/that  I  would  demand  my 
own  eflate,  or  empower  fome  man  of  the 
liw  to  demand  it,  if  I  luould  not  [he 
put  in]  empower  a  happier  man  to  de- 
mand it.  But  he  could  not  be  amtfsy 
he  thought,  to  acquaint  m^  two  truftees> 
that  I  intended  to  affume  it. 

I  ihould  know  better  what  to  do,  I 
toid  him,  when  he  was  at  a  di  ftance  from 
me,  and  kmtMm  to  be  fo.    *  I  fuppofe, 

*  Sir,  that  if  my  father  propo/e  my  re- 

*  turn,  and  engage  never  to  mention 
'  Solroes  to  me,  nor  any  other  man,  but 
'  by  m  cwfentf  and  I  agree  upon  that 

*  condition  to  think  no  more  of  jou, 

*  you  will  acquiefce  ?' 

I  was  willing  to  try  whether  he  had 
the  regard  to  ali  my  previous  declara- 
tions, which  he  pretended  to  have  to 
ybtirofthem. 

He  was  ftruck  all  of  a  heap.  ' 

*  What  fay  you,  Mr.  Lovelace  ?  You 

*  know,  all  you  mean  is  for  my  good- 
'  Sorely  I  am  nw  own  miftrefs:  uirely 
'  I  need  not  alk  your  leave  to  make 
'  what  terms  I  pleafe  for  myCe\f,/o  lo/tg 

*  as  I  break  none  'witby^u  /** 

He  hemmed  twice  or  thrice.—*  Why, 

*  Madam— Why,   Madam— I  cannot 

*  fay—'  Then  pauiing— and  rifing  from 
his  feat,  with  petulance—*  I  fee  plainly 
^  enough,'  faid  he,  *  the  reafon  why 
'  none  of  my  propofals  can  be  accepted : 

*  at  i^  I  am  to  be  a  facrifice  to  your 

*  reconciliation  with  ybur  implacable 

*  family/ 

*  It  has  always  been  your  refpeflful 

*  way,  Mr.  Lovelace,  to  treat  my  fa- 
'  mily  in  this  free  manner.     But  pray, 

*  Sir,  when  you  call  others  implacable, 

*  fee  that  you  deferve  not  the  lame  cen- 

*  fonjourfelf.^ 

He  muft  needs  fay,  there  was  no  love 
loft  between  fome  of  my  family  and 
him  s  but  he  had  not  de(erved  of  tbem 
what  they  had  of  bim, 

*  Yourfelf  being  judge,  I  fuppofe, 

*  Sir?* 

'  All  the  world,  you  yourfelf,  Ma- 
'  dam,  bein^  )udge.* 

*  Then,  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  had  you 
^  been  lefs  upon  your  defiances,  they 

*  would  DOf  have  been  irritated  fo  mucn 

*  augain/^  you.  But  nobody  ever  heard, 
'  tbstavowed  defpite  to  the  relations  of 
'  a  peribtt  was  a  proper  cou rtfhip,  either 

*  to  that  peribn,  or  to  her  friends.* 

*  Well,  Madam,  all  that  I  know,  is, 

*  that  their  malice  againft  me  is  fuch, 

*  l|pt|  if  jott  determine  Id  facrifice 
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mSf  you  maybe'reconcikd  when  70a 
pleafe.* 

«  And  all  that  1  know,  Sir,  is,  that 
if  I  do  give  my  father  the  power  off  a 
negative,  and  he  will  be  contented 
with  tbatt  it  will  be  but  my  duty  to 
give  it  him  ;  and  if  I  prelerve  one  to 
myfelf,  I  fhall  break  through  no  obli- 
gation to  you,'' 

*  Your  duty  to  your  capricious  bro^ 
tbert  not  to  your  father^  you  mean^ 
Madam.* 

'  If  the  difpute  lay  between  my  bro- 
ther and  me  ^tfirjl,  furely.  Sir,  a  fa<« 
ther  may  chufe  which  party  he  will 
take.^ 

'  Hexvii^,  Madam — But  that  exempts 
him  not  from  blame  for  all  that,  if  he 
take  the  wrong.' 

'  Different  people  will  judge  di£fe» 
rently,  Mr.  Lovelace,  of  the  right  and 
the  wrong.  Tou  judge  as  you  pleafe. 
Shall  not  others  as  tbey  pleafe?  And 
who  has  a  right  to  controul  afather*t 
judgment  in  his  own  family,  and  ia 
relation  to  his  own  child  ?* 

*  I  know,  Madam,  there  is  no  argu- 
**ing  w'ith  you.     Bur,  neverthelefs,  I 

had  hoped  to  have  made  myfelf  fome 
little  mc^it  with  you,  fo  a;^  that  I 
might  not  have  been  the  preliminary 
facrifice  to  a  reconciliation.' 

*  Your  hope.  Sir,  had  been  better 
grounded,  if  you  had  had  my  confeot 
to  my  abandoning  of  my  father's 
houfe.* 

*  Alwnys,  Madam,  and  for  ever,  to 
be  reminded  of  the  choice  you  would 
have  made  of  that  damned  Solmes«p« 
rather  than — ' 

*Notfohifty!  Not  forafh,  Mr.  Love- 
lace! I  am  convinced,  that  there  was 
no  intention  to  marry  me  to  that 
Solmcs  on  Wednefday.' 

*  So  I  am  told  they  now  give  out,  in 
order  to  juftify  themfelves  at  your 
expence.  Every-body  living.  Ma- 
dam, is  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind 
thoughts,  but  I.* 

*  Excufe  me,  good  Mr.  Lovelace/ 
[waving  my  hand,  and  bowing]  <  that 
'  I  am  willing  to  think  the  heft  of  my 

father.'  ' 

*  Charming  creatuieP  laid  he,  'with 
<  what  a  bewitching  air  is  that  faid  !*— 
And  with  a  vehemence  in  his  manner^ 
would  have  fnatched  my  hand.  But  I 
^thdrewit,  being  mUch  offended  with 
him. 

«  I  think,  Madam^  my  fufferings  for 
*  your 


'358 


CLARISSA    HARLO^fre/ 


*  Tour  iake  mtgfat  have  oititlcd  mt  to 

*  fome  favour.' 

*  My  fufferings,  Sir,  fo^your  impc# 

*  e«ous  temper,  fet  Btn\n(trour  fuflef- 

*  uig»  for  myfake^  1  humbly  conceive,' 

*  Jcave  me  very  little  your  debtor.' 

*  Lord,  Madara  V  [alTuming  adroU- 
iBgair]  •  What  have  jra«  fulftred!— 

*  Nothing  but  what  you  can  eaCly  for- 
.*  give^     You  have  been  oniy  made  a 

*  prifoner  in  your  father's  houfe,  by  the 

*  way  of  doing  credit  to  jrour  )udg- 
<  nent!— You  hare  onfyhzd  an  inno- 

*  cent  and  faithful  fervant  turned  out 

*  of  your  iervicCy  becaufe  you  loved 
^«  her— You  have  oifh  had  your  iifter's 

*  confident  fervant  (et  over  you,  with 

*  leave  to  teaie  and  affront  you.'— 
«  Very  well,  Sir!' 

*  Ypu  have  enly  had  an  infolent  bro- 
«  ther  take  upon  him  to  trcst  you  )ii« 
'  i  ilave,  and  at  infolent  a  iifter  to  un- 

*  dermine  you  in  every-body's  favour, 

*  on  pretence  to  keep  yoti  out  of  hands, 

*  which,  if  as  vile  as  tncy  vilely  report, 

*  are  not,  however,  half  ^  vile  and  cruel 

*  as  their  own  !' 

'  Go  on.  Sir,  if  you  pleafe !' 

'  You  have  only  been  perfecuted,  in 

*  order  to  oblige  you  to  Jj^ave  a  fordid 
*■  fellow,  whom  you  have  profeifed  to 
'  hate,  and  whom  every •  body  defpifest 

*  The  licence  has  httnjmlf  got!  The 
*■  mribn  has  mly  been  had  m  readinefsl 

*  The  day,  a  near,  a  'very  near  day,  hat 

*  been  only  fixed!   Anayon  vrtr^-only 

*  to  be  iearchcd  for  your  correfpon* 

*  dences,  and  ftill  clo/er  confined,  till 

*  the  day  came,  in  order  to  deprive  ycu 

*  of  all  means  of  efcapingthe  fnare  laid 
«  for  you!— But  all  this  you  can  for- 

*  give?    You  can  wifli  you  bad  (lood 

*  all  this;  inevitable  as  the  com puliion 

*  muft  have  been  ?— And  the  man  who, 

*  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  has  delivered 

*  you  from  all  thefe  mortifications^  h 

*  the  only  perfon  you  rtffw^^forgivcr 

*  Can't  you  go  on,  Sir  ?  You  fee  I 

*  have  patience  to  hear  yon.    Can't 

*  you  go  on,  Sir?' 

*  I  can,  Madam,  with JKT^fuflfering^: 
'  which  I  confefs  ought  not  to  be  men^ 

*  tioned,  were  I  at  laft  to  ber  rewarded 

*  in  the  manner  I  hoped.* 

'  Tour  fuifcrings  then,  if  you  pleafis, 

*  Sir?; 

'  — Aifirontingly  forbidden  your  fa» 
<  thcr'i  houie,  aiter  cnooortgemeat 


*  givefi»withootaflymrotit  they  knew 

*  not  befic^re,  to  juftify  the  prohibition; 

*  forced  upon  a  rencounter  I  wiihed  to 

*  aToid  i  the  firft  I  ever,  fo  provoked, 
.  <  wiibcd  to  avoid.  And  that,  becauie 
.*  the  wretch  was  your  brother!' 

'  Wretcii,  Sir!— And  my  brother!— 

*  This  could  be  from  no  man  breith- 
<  ing,  but  from  him  before  met* 

«  Pardon  me,  Madam!— But,  ohi 
'  bow  unvverthy  to  be  your  brotherl-4> 

*  The  quarrel  grafted  upon  an  old  one, 
'  when  at  college;  he  univerfally  known 
'  to  be  the  aKgrefibr;  and  revived  for 

.*  Tiewa  equally  fordid,  and  injurfoos 

*  both  to  yourfelf  and  mc-^Giving  life 

*  to  him,  who  would  have  taken  away 

*  minel' 

*  Your  gemerofity  T  H  i  s ,  Sir  ^  not  ycor 

*  fuflTertngs :  a  little  more  of  yourfitf- 

*  firingj,  if  ywi  plcafc!— I  hope  yon  do 
^  not  repent,  that  you  did  not  murder 

*  my  brotherl'  • 

*  My  private  life  bunted  into!  Mf 
'  morals  decried!  Somcof  tbeaccuferi 

*  not  unfauky?* 

'  That's  an  afperfion,  Sirf 

*  Spies  (et  upon  my  coiKkid !,  One 

*  hired  to  bribe  my  own  fervant's  fide>> 

*  lityj  perhaps  to  have  poifoned  me  at 

*  iait,  if  the  boneft  fellow  hvA  not—* 

<  Fafft,  Mr.  Lovelace!  — Do  yo« 

*  want  fafts  in  the  difplayx>f  your  fuf«> 

*  ferings?— None  of  your  ^^Ad^xV,  I 

*  befeecb  you!' 

'  Menaces  every  day,  and  defiances^ 

*  pot  into  every-one*8  mouth  againll 
•me!  Forced  to  creep  about  in  dif* 

*  guifes—4ind  to  watch  flii  ^0firy-«-* 

'  And  tn  all  nueatbtrs,  I  {uppofe, 

*  Sir— That  I  remember  was  once  your 

*  grievance!   In  aU  <tveatbtrs^  Sir*! 

*  And  ail  thefe  hardfiiips-arifing  from 

*  yourfelf,  not  impofed  by  me.* 

*  —Like  a  thief,  or  an  eves-dropper,* 
proceeded  he:  '  and  yet  neither  bv  birth 

*  nor  allsineea  unworthy  of  tkenr  ida- 

*  tion,  whatever  I  n>ay  be  and  .am  o£ 

*  their  admirable  daoj^r:  of  whom 

*  they,  every  one  of  them,  «re  at  leaf 
'  «/ unworthy  t<-«>  Thefe,  Madans  I 

*  call  fufiertngs:  ^'tt^i^call  fo)  if  atllift 

*  I  am  to  be  Mcnficed  to  an  inqicfleft 

*  reconciliation— /jr;^^i9,  I  fily:  for  ' 
<  can  yoQ  expe^k  to  live  fo  amdi  at 

'  i0Urahfy^  under  the  fame  rooft  ^^ 
«  all  that  has  paffisd,  with  tkat  Woiher 

*  andfiilerr 


*  SeePasp  30^  tai  30^ 
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•  O  sir.  Sir!  What  fttiFerings  hare 

*  yoi^s  been !  And  all  for  my  fake*  I 
«  warrant !— I  can  never  reward  you 

*  for  tberof— *Never  think  6f  me  more, 

*  I  befccck  you— How  can  you  have 

*  patience  with  me?— Nothing  hat  been 

*  owing  to  your  own  behaviour,  I  pn* 

*  fame;  nothing  to  your  defiances  for 

*  defiances ;  nothing  to  your  refolution 

*  declared  more  than  once,  that  you 

*  vf9itU  be  related  to  a  family,  which, 

*  nerertheleft,  you  would  not  ftoop  to 

*  aik  a  relation  of;  nothing,  in  (hort, 

*  to  omirfes  which  every- body  blamed 

*  ycm  for,  vou  not  thinkins  it  worth 

*  your  whife  to  juftify  yourlelf.  Had 
'  I  not  thought  you  ufed  in  an  nngen- 

*  tiemanly  manner,  at  I  have  bereto- 

*  fore  toM  you,  you  had  not  had  my 
'  notice  by  pen  and  ink*.  That  notice 

*  gave  you  a  fuppofed  fecunty,  and 
\      <  you  generoufly  defied  my  friends  the 

*  more  for  it:  and  this  brought  upon 
'  me  (perhaps  not  undefervedly)  mv 

*  &ther*s  difpleafure;  without  which 

*  mv  brother's  private  pique,  and  fel- 

*  fi&  views,    would    have  wanted  a 

*  foundation  to  build  upon:  fo  that  for 

*  ail  that  followed  of  my  treatment, 

*  and  your  redundant  9nly^*^  I  might 
<  tfaaoK  you  ptincipaUy,  as  you  may 
«  youHelf  for  all  yoMv  fujferings^  your 

*  mighty  fufferings  I— And  if,  voluble 
I  *  Sir,  you  have  founded  any  merit  up- 
!      *  on  them,  be  fo  good  as  to  revoke  it : 

I      '  and  look  upon  tne^  with  nw  forfeited 

*  reputation,  as  the  only  fulterer— For 

*  what — Pray  hear  me  out.  Sir,'  [for 
he  was  going  to  fpeak  ]-— *  have  you  fuf- 
♦"fered  in,  but  your  pride?  Your  re- 

I     *  «tttatioa  €9uld  not  fuflfer:  that  it  was 
'      '  beneath  you  to  be  folicitous  about. 

*  And  had  you  not  been  an  unmanage- 

I     '  able  man,  I  ihould  not  have  been 

*  driven  to  the  extremity  I  nbw  er ery 

*  hour»  as  the  hour  pafles^  deplore*— 
I     '-With  this  additional  refle6lion  upon 

*  myCAU  that  I  ought  n^t  to  hare  be- 

*  gajt,  or,  having  begun,  not  continu* 

*  td  z,  correfpundence  with  one,  who 
'  thoilgfat  it  aot  worth  his  while  to  clear 

*  bis  own  charafter  ^or  my  fiikef  or  to 
\     *  Aibinst  to  my  father  for  his  otony  in  a 

*  point  wherem  every  father  ought  to 

*  have  an  option.' 
<  Darfcneis,  light-^Light,  darknefs— 

*  fay'  mv  Ibnl  !t— Juit  as  you  pleafe  to 
<  Jiave  it«    O  charmar  of'^my  heart !  '— 


(hatching  my  hand,  and  prefRng  it  be* 
tween  both  his,  to  his  lips,  in  a  ftrange 
wild  way— « Take  me,  take  me  to  your- 

*  ielf— Mould  me  as  you  pleafe*— I  am 

*  wax  in  your  handf«-*Giv«  me  your 

*  own  imprafion;  andfeal  me  forever 

*  your»«i-We  were  bom  for  each  other! 

<  —You  to  make  me  happy,  and  fave  a 

*  foul-^I  am  all  error,  all  crime.  I  fee 

*  what  I  ought  to  have  done.    But  do 

*  you  think,  Madam,  I  can  willingly 
'  confent  to  be  facrificed  to  a  partial  re- 
'  conciliation,  in  which  I  /hall  be  fo 

*  great,  fo irreoarable a  fuffererf— Any- 
'  thing  but  roAN—Include  me  in  your 

*  terms ;  prefcribe  to  roe ;  promife  for 

*  me  as  you  pleafe— Put  ahaJrcr  about 

*  my  neck,  and  lead  me  by  it,  upon 

*  condition  of  forgivenefs  on  that  dif* 

*  graceful  penance,  and  of  a  proftration 
'  as  (ervile,  to  your  father's  prefence, 

*  (your  brother  ablent))  and  I  will  beg 

*  his  conient  at  his  feet,  and  bear  any- 

*  thing  but  fpurning  from  him,  becauie 

<  he  is  your  father.  But  to  give  you  tip 

*  upon  cold  conditions^  d — n  me,'  [fatd 
the  ihocking  wretch]  *  if  I  either  will, 

*  or  can!' 

Thefe  were  his  words,  as  near  as  I 
can  remember  them ;  for  his  behaviour 
was  fo  ftrangely  wild  and  fervent,  that 
I  was  ftth^\y  frighted.  I  thought  he 
would  have  devoured  my  hand.  I  wi  fil- 
ed myfelf  a  tboufand  miles  diftant  from 
him. 

I  told  him»  I  by  no  means  approved 
of  his  violent  temper:  he  was  too  boif- 
terous  a  man  for  my  liking.  I  faw  no-iv, 
by  theconverfation  that  had  pafied,what 
was  his  boafted  regard  to  my  injunBionsi 
and  fiiould  take  my  meafures  according- 
ly, as  he  fiionldyooff  find.  And  with  a 
half- frighted  earneiUefs  I  defired  him 
to  withdraw,  and  leave  mc  to  myfelf. 

He  obeyed ;  and  that  with  extreme 
complaifance  in  his  manner,  but  with 
his  complexion  greatly  heightened,  and 
a  countenance  as  greatly  d.fnicisfied. 

But,  on  recoUc^ihg  all  that  p;<(red, 
I  plainly  fee,  that  he  means  not,  if  he 
can  help  it,  td  leave  me  to  the  liberty  of 
refilling  himj  which  I  had,  ncvenhe- 
lefs,  preferved  a  right  to  do;  but  looks 
upon  me  as  Aw,  by  a  ftrange  fort  of 
obligation,  for  having  run  away  with 
me  againfl  my  *wilL 

Yet  you  lee  he  but  touches  upon  the 
edges  of  matrimony  neither.  And  that 
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at  a  time  gcntrtlly^  xvhtti  he  has'etther 
excited  one^s  palTions  or  apprehenliofit) 
to  that  one  cannot  at  once  deicentt.  fiat 
furely  this  cannot  be  his  deiign.— ^n(i 
yet  fuch  foemed  to  be  hi*  beh«vioiir  to 
ji>y  fxftct*,  when  he  provoked  her torc^ 
fufe  himi  and  fo  tamely  fubmitted,  atf 
be  did,  to  her  lefufal.-^But  he  dare 
not— What  can  one  iay  of  fo  various  a 
manf-^I  am  now  again  out  of  conceit 
with  him.  I  wifli  I  were  fairly  out  of 
hk  power. 

He  has  fent  up  three  times  to  beg  ad- 
mittance; in  the  two  laftj  with  unufua) 
earneftnefs.  But  I  have  fent  him  word 
IwiU.Arft  finifh  what  I  am  about. 

What  to  do  about  going  from  -tfaiff 
pkce,  I  cannot  tell.  I  could  ftay  here 
with  all  my  heart,  as  I  have  faidto  him  s 
the  gentlewoman  and  her  daughters  are 
defirousthat  I  willj  although  notvery 
convenient  for  them,  I  ^lieve,  neither^ 
but  I  iee  he  will  not  leave  me,  while  I 
do-*-So  I  miefl  remove  fomewbere. 

(  hnve  long  been  ficic  of  myielf :  and 
row  I  am  more  and  more  (o.  But  kc 
nc  i^ot  lofe  your  good  opinion.  If  I  do^ 
that  iofs  will  compleat  the  misfortunes 
ct_>o>r 

Cl.  Harlowe. 


LETTER    XXVI. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOW£>  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

SUNDAY  NlGHTy   (aPRIL  i6.) 

I  May  fend  to  you,  although  you  are 
forbid  to  write  to  mc;  may  I  not?*— 
For  that  is  not  a  correfpondena  (Is  it?) 
where  letters  are  not  anfwei-ed. 
•  I  am  ftrangely  at  a  Iofs  what  to  think 
of  this  man.  He  is  a  perfe^l Proteus.  I 
can  but  write  according  to  the  ihape  he 
aiTuRies  at  the  time.  Don't  think  me 
the  changeable  perfon,  I  befeech  you, 
if  in  one  letter  I  contradift  what  I  wrote 
in  another;,  nay,  if  I  fecm  to  contradiA 
what  I  falii  in  the  fame  letter:  for  he  is 
a  perfcft  chameleon  j  or  rather  more 
variable  than  the  chameleon  j  for  that, 
it  is  faid,  cannot  afltime  the r^^  and  the 
ivlite]  but  this  man  ciin.  And  though 
Naek  iecms  to  be  his  natural  colour, 
yet  has  he  taken  gieat  pains  to  make  me. 
think  him  nothing  but  nvbitf. 
But  you  iliall  judge  of  him,  as  I  firo* 

•  See  Vol.  I.  Page  iz. 
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cced.  Only,  if  I  aiif -where  sf^«frtfl^ 
you  to  be  credulous,  I  beg  yoa  to  let 
me  right:  for  you  are  a  ftander>by,  «9 
you  lay  in  a  formerf— Would  to  Hea- 
ven I  were  not, to  play!  For  I  thinJt, 
after  all,  I  anrf  held  to  a  defperatc  game. 

Before  I  could  finifli  mj  laft  to  yoa^ 
he  fent  ujii  twice  more  to  beg  admit- 
tance. I  returned  for  aniwer^  that  I 
would  fee  him  at  my  own  lime:  I 
would  neither  be  invaded,  nor  prefcrib-' 
ed  to. 

Confidenng  how  we  parted,  and  my 
delaying  his  luuiunce,  at  he  (bmethnes 
calls  tt,  I  expeded  htm  to  be  10  no  very 
good  humovr,  when  I  admitted  of  hit 
vi£t;  and  by  what  I  wrote,  yov  will 
conclude  tKat  /was  not.  Yet  mine 
foon  changed,  when  I  faw  his  extreme 
homility  at  bis  entranoc,  and  heard 
what  he  had  in  fay. 

*  I  have  a  letter.  Madam,*  faid  be, 

*  from  Lady  Betty  Lawrance,  and  ano- 

*  ther  from  my  coufin  Charlotte.  Bur 
<  of  thefbmoreby-and-by.  IcanwDovr 
'  to  ihake  my  humble  acknowlrdgment 

*  to  you/upon  the  arguments  thai  pafied 
'  between  us  Co  lately.* 

I  was  fxlenty  woudeiing  what  be  wne 
driving  at. 

'  I  am  a  moil  unhappy  creature,*  pro* 
ceeded  he:  '  an  happy  from  a  ftrange  im« 
'  patiency  of  fpinty  which  I  cannot  con-- 
ouer.—It  always  brings  upon  mede^ 
ierved  humiliation.  But  it  is  nHM< 
laudable  to  acknowledge,  than  to  pttr— 
fevere,  when  under  the  power  of  coii« 
virion.' 
I  was  ftill  filent. 

'  I  have  been  confidering  what  yon 
proposed  to  me»  Madam,  that  I  ^Kwd 
Bcquiefce  with  foch  terras  aa  jmvr 
fliottld  thmk  proper  to  comfply  witb, 
in  order  to  a  reconciliation  with  yoor 
friends/  . 
J  Well^  Sir.'   . 

'  And  I  find  all  juft,  all  rights  on 
your  fidef  and  all  impatience,  all  10. 
conlideration,  00  mine.' 
I  knrt6,  you  may  fuppoie.  *  Wbence- 
this  changei  Sir?  And  fo  ibon?* 
'  I  am  fo  muoh  convinced,  that  yoa* 
muft  be  in  the  right  in  all  yon  think 
fit  to  infift  upon,  that  I  Ifaall  for  the 
future  miftrull  myfelf  |  and,  if  it  he 
|»oiiible,  wbenet^er  I  difo  with  you, 
take  aa  hour's  time  (or  ncoUcftion^* 
before  I  gtve.v^  to  that  vchemciier^ 
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'  ^iok  M  •ppofition,  to  which  I  hurc 

*  nu  been  accuftomeU,  to9  ofun  gives 

«  IOC.' 

I        '*  AH  this  if  mighty  good.  Sir:  but 

'       <  to  what  dpet  it  ttnd  7' 

'  Why^y  Madtm,  when  J  came  to 
'  9ooG4tr  wh^t  you  had  profsofed*  as 
'  to  the  termt  of  recoBcili^tioa  with 
^  your  frie»di|  and  when  I  recoUeSedy 
'  that  you  bad  tl  way  s  nfsrrtd  i4  jouK" 

*  fiif  Co  ftffr^'ue  or  rtjed  me,  accord. 

*  ing  to  my  merits  or  demerits\  I  plainly 
i  '  faw,  that  it  was  rather  a  loncUfcetifioM 
I      '  io  yo«,  that  you  were  pleafcd  to  aik 

*  my  conibat  to  thofe  teras^  than  that 
I      *  yoowereimpofinga»/<w/e<iv;  and  I 

'  BOW,  Madam,  beg  your  pardon  for 
I      *  my  im^tience.      Whatcrer  terms 

*  you  think  proper  to  coote  into  with 

*  yotir  relations,    which  will  enable 
<  yo«  to  honour  me  with  the  fondiiioMal 

I      '  etft&  of  your  promife  to  me,  to  theft 
'  be  plealcd  to  copfent :  and  if  I  loft 

*  yoiii  isfupportablc  at  that  thought  is 

*  to  me;  ycty  aa  it  muft  be  Iw  my  own 
'  fault,  I  ought  to  thank  myleif  tor  it/ 

What  think  you,  Mifa  Howe  ?— Do 
you  believe  he  can  hare  any  view  in 
this  ?<— I  cannot  fte  any  hecouJd  havej 
and  I  thought  it  beft,  aa  he  put  it  in  To 
right  a  manner,  to  appear  not  to  doubt 
tM  finccrity  of  his  confeffion,  and  to 
accept  of  it,  as  fincere. 
He  then  read  to  me  part  of  Lady 
I     Betty's  letter^  turning  down  the  be- . 
g^aoin^,  which  was  a  little  too  fevere 
upon  him.  he  faid,  for  myieye :  and  I 
belicTe,  by  the  ftile,  the  reoiainder  of 
I     it  was  in  a  correBfvt  ftrais. 
!        It  was  too  plain,  1  told -hiM,  that  he 
!     nnft  ha?e  gnat  faults,  that  none  of 
I     his  relations  could  write  to  him,  but 
with  a  mingled  cenfure  for  fame  bad 
I     sAion. 

*  And  it  is  as  plain,  my  deareftcrsa- 

*  ture,*  faid  he,  '  that  you,  who  know 
I     '  not  «f  any  fuch  fauUsi  but  by  fur- 

*  mi«e,  are  equally  rbady  to  condtran 
(  me. — Will  not  chanty  allow  you  to 
'  inlcr,  that  their  charg;BS.ase  up  )>etter 
'  grounded  f— And  that  my  principal 

'     *  hiult  has  been  careMsnefs  ot  my  cha  • 
'  ffa^er,  and  too  little  folicitiide  to  clear 

I     <  myfelf  when  afpciftd^  Which  I  do 
'  alTure  you  is  the  cafe.* 

JLady  fietty,  in  her  letter,  expreiTes 
bedclf  in  the  molt  obli^ng  manner,  in 
relation  to  me.  She  wiflies  him  fo  to 
behave,  as  to  encourage  me  to  make 
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him  foon  happy.  She  dtfdres  her  com  • 
pliments  to  vae-^  and  cxprefies  her  im- 
patience to  fee,  as  her  niece,  io  cele- 
hraieJ  a  U^\  [thofe  arc  her  high 
words .  ]  She  fliati  take  it  for  an  honour, 
flie  (aye,  to  be  put  into  a  way  to  oblige 
me.  She  hopes  I  will  not  too  long  de- 
lay the  ceremony;  becaufe  that  per- 
formed, will  be  to  her,  and  to  Lor^ 
M.  and  Lady  Sarah,  a  fure  pledge  of 
her  nephew's  merits,  and  good  bcha* 
yiour. 

She  favs,  /he  was  always  forry  to 
bear  of  the  hardihips  I  had  met  with 
on  bis  account:  that  he  will  be  the  mok 
ungrateful  of  men,  if  he  mnke  not  ail 
up  to  me.  And  that  ihe  thinks  it  in- 
cumbent upon  all  their  family  to  Tup* 
ply  to  me  the  \<A.  favour  of  my  ownt 
and,  for  her  part,  nothing  of  that 
kind,  (he  bids  him  alTure  me,  ftiall  be 
wantinff. 

Her  ladyfhip  obferves,  that  the  treat- 
ment he  had  received  from  my  family* 
would  have  been  more  unaccountable 
than  it  was,  with  fuch  natural  and  ac- 
cidental advantages  as  he  had,  had  it 
not  been  owing  to  his  own  carelels 
msnners.  But  ihe  hopes  that  he  will 
convince  the  Haiiowe- family,  that  they 
had  thought  woife  of  him  than  he  had 
deferved;  iince  now  it  was  in  his  power 
to  cdablilb  his  charaf^er  for  ever.  This 
(he  prays  to  God  to  enable  him  to  do, 
as  well  for  his  own  honour,  as  for  the 
honour  of  their  boufe^  was  the  magni- 
ficent word. 

She  concludes,  with  defiring  to  be 
informed  of  our  nuptials  the  moment 
they  are  celebrated,  that  ihe  m;ly  be 
with  the  earlieft  in  felicitating  me  on 
the  happy  o'ccafton. 

But  her  ladyfliip  gives  me  no  dire 51 
invitation  to  attend  her  before  the  mar- 
riage; which  I  might  h;ive  expelled 
from  what  he  had  tuJd  me. 

He  then  (hewed  me  part  of  Mifs 
Montague's  more  fprightly  letter,  con.- 
zratolating  him  upon  the  honour  he 
bad  obtained,  of  the  confidence  -of  fo 
admWableu  lady.  Thcfe  arc  her  words. 
Cot^dence^  my  dear!  Nobody,  indeed, 
as  you  lay,  will  believe  othenvi ft?,  <Nti^ 
they  to  be  told  tli;:  truth:  and  you  f«e 
that  Mifs  Montngue  (and  all  his  fa< 
miiy,^  r  fuppofe)  think  the  llep  I  have 
taken,  an  extraordinary  one.  •S'/^^nlfa 
w](he»forhis  fpeedy  nuptials;  and  to 
fee  her  new  coufin  at  M.  Hill :  as  do 
2 1  a  Lord 
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Lord  M.  ihe  tells  him  and  her  fiftcr; 
and  in  gcneial  all  the  well*wiihers  of 
their  family. 

Whenever  this  happy  day  ihall  be 
.paiTed,  (he  propoiesy  flie  fay«,  to  attend 
me,  and  to  make  one  in  my  train  to  iM. 
Hall,  if  his  lord(hip  (hall  continue  as 
ill  of  the  gout  as  he  is  at  prefent.  But 
th^t  (hould  he  get  better,  he  will  hiro- 
felf  attend  me,  (he  is  fure,  andconduft 
me  thither;  and  afterwards  quit  either 
of  his  three  feats  to  us^  till  we  (hall  be 
fettled  to  our  mind. 

This  young  lady  fays  nothing  in  ex* 
cufe  for  not  meeting  me  on  the  road, 
or  St.  Alban's,  as  be  bad  made  me  ex- 
w€t  (he  would :  yet  mentions  bir  baff- 
tng  been  Mifpojed,  Mr.  Lovelace  bad 
alio  told  me,  that  Lord  M.  <was  ill  of 
tbggout\  which  Mifs  Montague* sMetter 
confirms,. 

But  why  did  not  the  man  fhew  me 
thefe  letters  laft  night?  Was  he  afraid 
of  giving  me  too  much  pleafure? 


LETTER    XXVIL 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
KOW£. 

YOU  may  believe,  my  dear,,  that 
thefe  letters  put  me  in  good- hu- 
mour with  him.  He  faw  it  in  my 
Countenance,  and  congratulated  him- 
felf  upon  it.  Yet  I  canuot  but  repeat 
my  wonder,  that  I  could  not  have  the 
contents  of  them  communicated  to  me 
laft  night*. 

He  then  urged  me  to  go  db'efbly  to 
Lady  Betty's,  on  the  ftrength  of  her 
letter. 

*  But  how,"  faid  I,  *  can  I  do  that, 

*  wci-e  I  even  out  of  ail  hope  of  a  re* 

*  conciliation  with  my  friends,  (which 

*  yet,  bowcver  unlikely  to  be  ette£led, 

*  IS  my  duly  to  attempt)  as  her  lady- 

*  Hiip  has  given  me  no  particular  iovi- 

*  tatlon  ?' 

'1  hat,  he  was  fure,  was  owing  to 
her  doubt  that  it  would  be  accepted— 
Eife  (he  had  done  it  with  the  gceateft 
pleafure  in  the  world. 

1  hat  doubi  ititif,  I  faid,  wias enough 
to  deter  me:  fince  her  ladyihip,  who 
kftew  fo  well  ihe  boundaries  of  the  fir 
and  ihe'tii.lit,  by  her  not  expcfting  l 
would  accv  pt  of  an  invitaiion,  bad  (he 


given  it,  would  ha^  reafon  to  (lirnk 
me  very  forward,  if  I  had  accepted  it$ 
and  much  more  forward  to  go  without 
it.     «  Then,'  faid  I,  •  I   thank  j^ev, 

<  Sir,  I  have  no  cloaths  fit  to  go  any- 
*  whither,  or  to  he  fccn  by  aay-body.* 

O,  I  was  fit  to  appear  in  the  draw- 
ing-room, were  full  drcfs  and  jewels 
to  be  exca(ed  $  and  fliould  make  the 
moil  amiable  [he  muft  mean  extrmr* 
dtHeary\  figure  there.  He  wa«  afto- 
niflied  at  the  elegance  of  ray  drefs.  By 
what  art  he  knew  not,  but  I  amieared 
to  fuch  advantage,  as  if  I  bad  a  di&rent 
fuit  every  day.  Befides,  his  coufins 
Montague  would  fupply  me  with  all  I 
wanted  for  the  prefent;  and  he  would 
write  to  Mifs  Charlotte  accordingly,  if 
I  would  give  him  leave. 

'  Do  you  think  roe  the  jay  in  the  fa* 

<  ble?'  faid  I.     •  Would  you  have  me 

<  Tifit  the  owners  of  the    borrowed 

*  dreflet  in  their  own  cloaths  ?  Surely, 

<  Mr.  Lovelace,  you  think  I  have  ei- 

<  ther  41  very  low,  or  a  very  confident 
«  mind.* 

Would  I  chufe  to  goto  London  (for 
a  few  days  only)  in  order  to  fumilh 
myfelf  with  cloaths } 

<  Not  at  your  expence.  Sir,'  laid  I» 
in  an  angry  tone. 

I  could  not  have  appeared  ia  eameft 
to  him,  in  my  difpleafnre  at  his  artfoi 
contrivances  to  get  me j^way,  if  I  were 
not  occafionally  to  Ibew  my  real  fret- 
fixlneft  upon  the  deftitute  condition  to 
which  he  has  reduced  me.  When 
t>eople  fct  out  wrong  together,  it  it  very 
dimcult  to  avoid  recriminations. 

He  wiflied  he  knew  but  m)^  mind— 
That  Ihould  direct  him  in  his  propo- 
fals,  and  it  would  be  his  delight  toob« 
ferve  it,  whatever  it  were. 

*  My  mind  is,  that  you,  Sir,  (houfcl 

*  kave  me  out  of  hand-^HoW  oflen 

*  muft  I  tell  you  fo^* 

If  I  were  any-where  but  here,  be 
would  obey  me,  he  faid,  if  I  infifted 
upon  it.  But  if  I  would  aflert  my 
ngiK,  tbaftMyuld  be  infinitely  pi«f«r* 
able,  in  his  opinion,  to  any  other  mea- 
fure  but  Mre;  {^icb  be  durft  wtfy  bUi 
at)  for  then  admitting  bh  vifits,  orre- 
fufing  tbcn»,  as  I  pleided,  (granting  a 
corre^ndence  by  letter  only)  it  would 
appear  to  ali  the  world,  that  what  I  had 
done,  was  but  in  otder  to  do  mylHf 
juftice. 


•  T.ic  reader  will  f«c.  how  Mifi  Howft  SG«9«ati  fw  this  in  Fags  373* 
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<  Itow  often,  Mr.  Lovelace,  ravft  I 

*  repeat,  that  I  will  not  Ittigatt  whb 
'  my  fotltfr?— Do  yon  think  that  my 

*  ni^ffy  (ircumfian€$i  t^il)  alter  mv 

*  notions  of  mv  own  duty  fo  far  at  I 

*  (hall  be  enabled  to  perform  it  ?  How 
'  can  I  obtain  pofleifion  without  littga- 

*  tion,  and  but  by  my'tnifteesf  One 

*  of  them  will  be  againft  me;  the  other 

*  it  abroad.    Then  the  remedy  pro- 
'  poM  by  thia  meafure,  were  I  </j^ 

*  f9fed  to  fall  in  with  it,  will  require 

<  time  to  bring  it  to  effeA;  and  what  I 

*  waaty  is  prtftnt  independence,  and 

*  yoifr  cMMA^A/rabfence/ 

Upon  bit  foul,  the  wretch  fwore;  he 
did  not  think  ft  fafe,  for  the  reafont  he 
had  before  given ^  to  leave  me  here.  He 
wifhed  I  would  think  of  Tome  place,  to 
wfaicb  I  Ihould  like  lo  g*o.  But  he 
noft  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  he 
hoped  hit  behaviour  had  not  been  io 
esceptionable,  as  to  make  me  fo  fvery 
eameft  for  hit  ab(en<e  in  the  interim  x 
and  tlie  lefs,  furely,  as  I  wat  ahnoft 
ftetiudfy  Auttin^  up  myfelf  from  him; 
alffaoagh  he  prelumed  to  aflure  me,  that 
be  never  went  from  me,  but  with  a 
correded  heart,  and  with  ftrengthened 
refokitioat  of  improving  by  my  exam- 
ple. 

*  Stemaay  fiwiting  myfelf  mf  firm 
*ymr  npeated  I-^<  I  hope,  Sir,  that 

<  yots  will  not  pretend  to  take  it  amifs^ 

*  that  I  exp^  to  be  nninvaded  In  my 

<  retireaientt.  I  hope  you  do  not  think 

*  me  ib  weak  a  creature  (novice  at  you 

*  have  found  am  in  a  vetj  capital  in- 

*  ftance)  -as  to  be  fond  of  occaliont  to 
'  hear  your  fond  ipeeches,erpeciallyat 

*  noiiilFleritigaratm/aric4st^\3\rt  fonr 

*  over- frequent  vifits;  nor  that  I  am  t6 

*  be  a4idrrired  to  at  if  I  thought  hourly 
'  profelfions  nadful  to  aflure  me  of 
«  your  honour.' 

He  leemed  a  little  difooncerted. 

«  You  know,  Mr.  Lovelace,*  pro- 
ceeded I,  '  why  I  am  fo  earneft  for 
«  your  abfence.  It  is,  that  I  may  ap- 
^  pear  to  the  wprld  independent  of  y6ii  \ 

*  and  in  hopetn  by  that  meant,  to  find 

*  it  lels  difficult  to  l^ton  foot  a  recon- 

*  cilintion  with  my  friendt.  And  now 
«  Ictmeadd,  (in  order  to  make  you  ea- 
«  fier  as  to  the  termt  of  that  hoped-for 

*  rcconciUatfon)  that  iince  I  find  I  hartf 

*  the  good  fortune  to  ftand  fo  well  with 


*  your  relationa,  Xwill,  from  time  w 
'  time,  acquaint  you,  h^  letter,  when 
<  you  are  abfent,  with  every  ftep  I 

*  ihall  take,  and  with  every  orerim» 

*  that  Ihall  be  made  to  me :  but  not 

*  with  an  intention  to*  render  myfelf 

*  accountable  to  you,  neither',  at  to  mf 

*  acceptanciornon-acceptanceofthoit 

*  overturet.    They  know,  that  I  have 

*  a  povrer  given  me  by  my  grandfa- 

*  ther't  will,  to  bequeath  the  eftaie  he 

*  left  me,  with  other  of  hn  bouatitf , 

*  inawa^thatniayaflleftthem,thoQglt 

*  not  ablolutely  firom  them;  thit  ewf" 

*  deratiou^  I  hope,  will  procure  me 

*  fwni  from  them  when  their  paffiM 

*  fubfidet,  and  when  they  know  I  aai 

*  independent  of  you.* 

<  Charming  reafonine!*— And  leC 
bim  tell  me,  that  the  aiurance  I  had 
given  him  wat  aU  ht  ijcifbed  fw.  It 
was  more  than  he  could  aik.  What  a 
happineft  to  have  a  woman  of  honour 
and  generofitv  to  depend  Upon  1  Had 
he,  on  hit  firu  entrance  into  the  worlds 
met  with  fuch  a  one,  he  had  tierer  been 
other  than  a  man  of  ftrift  virtue.— But 
all,  he  hoped,  wat  for  the  beft;  ince,  in 
that  cafe,  he  had  never  perhapt  had  the 
happinelt  he  had  now  in  view;  becaufo 
hit  relations  had  been  alwayt  urging 
him  to  marry  (  and  that  before  be  had 
the  honour  to  know  me.  And  now,  aa 
he  had  not  been  fo  bad  at  fome  peoplesr 
malice  reported  him  to  be,  he  hoped  he 
ihould  hare  near  at  much  merit  in  his 
repentance,  as  if  he  had  never  erred .^—^ 
A  fine  raktih  notion  and  hope)  And 
too  much  encouraged,  I  doubt,  my 
dear,  by  the  generality  of  our  fex  t 

This  brought  on  a  more  ferious  ouef- 
tion  or  two.  You'll  fee  by  it  what  a 
creature  an  unmortificd  libertine  is. 

I  alked  him,  if  he  knew  what  he  had 
fa  id,  alluded  to  a  fentence  in  the  heft  of 
books,  lihat  then  imu  mortjity  in  bems 


He  took  the  words  out  of  my  mouth*. 

*  Ovrr  9Htfinnir  that  repentetb^  tbam 

*  ^njermnety'OHd-ninejupperfoiis^wbk^ 

*  need  no  repentance* ^  were  nis  words. 

*  Yet,  Madam,  I  thought  of  it  at 

*  foon  as  T  faid  it,  but  not  before.     I 

*  have  read  the  ftory  of  the  Prodigal 
<  Son,   ni  aflure  you:  and  one  day, 

*  when  I  am  fettled  at  I  hope  to  be; 

*  will  write  a  dramatick  piece  oiv  the 


o  Luke  XV.  7.  The  parable  is  concerning  the  oiacty-nine  ihcep,  not  the  Prodigal  Son, 
as  Mr*  t«vela<r  euooeouiDy  iinagioei* 

*  fubjea. 
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f  rab}06^.    I  hvn  ft  timet  bsd  it  In 

*  my  hea<l}  aod  jnon  will  bt  too  ready^ 
«  perhaps*  to  all^w  ;ne  to  be  (^ualiBed 

*  for  k.* 

'  You  fo  lately,  Sir,  ftumMed  at  a 

*  wordy  with  which  ^roa  muft  be  better 

*  acquatntedy  ere  v»u  can  be  thorough - 
f  .ly  maiier  of  foch  a  £ubj«ft»  that  I  am 
f  amazed  yon  fliould  know  any -thing 
«  of  the  Scripture^  and  be  fo  ignorant 
«  of  that*.' 

*  O,  Madam,  I  have-read  the  Bible, 
^  as  a  fine  piece  of  ancient  hiftoay— 
^  Bat  as  I  hope  to  be  (a.ved,  it  has  for 

*  fonie  fow  years  paft  made  me  fo  un- 
f  eafyt  when  I  have  popped  upon  fume 
^.. parages  in  it,  that  I  have  hoen  forced 

*  to  run  to  mufick  or  company  todi- 

*  ircTtmyfelf.' 

*  9oorwretcbr  lifting  vp  my  bands 
«Dd  eyes. 

*  The  denunciations  come  Co  flap. 

*  dafli  upon  one,  fo  unoeremonioudy, 

*  aa  I  may  fay,  without  even  the  By- 

*  yous-kave  of  a  rude  London  chair- 
«.aian,  tliat  they  overturn  one,  horfe 

*  and  man,  as  St.  Paul  wasovjertumed. 
^  There's  another  Scripture  alluliofi, 

*  Madami*  The  light  in  fliort,  aa  his 
was,  is  too  glaring  to  be  borne. 

*  Of  Sitf  <h  yon  twant  to  be  complim 

*  mexted  into  rep$ntancM  arndftthfoiumf 
<.But  pray,  Mr.  Lovelace,  do  you 
*!  mean  any- tiling  at  all,  when  you 

*  fwear  fo  often  as  you  do,  Bj^  your 
*.  /9s/,  or  bind  an  aifeveration  with  the 

<  words,  Aiyou  bope  to  befaved?* 

*  O  my  beloved  .creature,^  fliifting 
bis  feat,  <  let  us  call  another  eaule»' 

*  Why,  Sir,  don*t  i  neither  ufe  ctrO'* 

<  moirf  enough  with  you?* 

'  jScareft  Madam,  forbear  for  the 
'  prefeiit:  I  am  but  in  my  noviciate. 

*  Your  foundation  muft  be  laid  brick 

*  b^  brick:  yonUl  hinder  the  progrefs 

*  Ol'  the  good  work  yon  would  pro- 

*  mote,  if  you  tumble  in  a  whole  wag- 

*  gon-load  at  once  upon  me.* 

.  <  Lordblefsme,*  thought  I,  'what 
«  a  cbarafier  is  that  of  a -libertine  t 

*  What  a  creature  am  I,  who  have 

<  riiiqued  what  I  haverifqocd  with  fuch 

*  a  one!*- What  a  talk  before  me,  if 

*  my  hopes  continue  of  reforming  fuch 

*  a  wila  Indian  as  this  l-rNay  worfe 

*  than  a  wild  Indian;  for  a  man  who 
(  OTKS  with  hia  eyes  open,  andagainft 
'  caovi£tion^  is  a  thouiand  timea  worfe 


f  for  what  he  knows,  and  much  hadet 
*  to  be  reclaimed,  tlian  if  he  had  nevcf 

<  known  any- thing  at  all/ 

I  was  equally  ihocked  at  him,  soi 
concerned  yor  him^.and,  having  Uii 
Co  few  bticks,  (to  fpeak  to  his  aiUiion) 
aod  thofe  fo  ill  cemented,  I  was  u 
willing  as  the  say  inconiiderate,  to 
call  another  cau£,  as  \\t  termed  i^ 
Another  caufe,  too,  more  immediatcljr 
prefling  upon  me,  from  my  vncettaia 
lituation, 

I  iaid,  I  to^  it  for  granted,  that  bs 
aflented  to  the  risafoning^be  feemed  ts 
approve,  and  would  leave  roe.  And 
then  I  aflced  him,  what  he  really,  jsd 
in  his  moft  deliberate  mind,  would  ad* 
vi£e  me  to,  in  myprefent^toatioD?  Ht 
muft  needs  fee,  I  faid,  that  |  was  at  a 
great  lol's  what  to  refolve  upooi  ea- 
tirely  a  ftranger  to,  London,  having  is 
adviier,  no  protestor,  at  prefent :  him- 
(Hf,  he  muft  give  me  leavo  to  tell  hi«, 
greatly  deiicient  in  fra^uf,  if  not  ia 
the  kM$wledg£f  of  thofe  decorums, 
which,  I  had  fuppofed,  were  always  to 
be  found  in  a  man  of  birth,  fortnae^ 
and  education. 

He  imagines  him  (elf,  I  find,  to  be  t 
very  polite  man,  and  cannot  hear  co  bi 
thought  otherwife.  He  puts  up  his 
lip—*  I  am  foiTy  for  it,  Mada»— A 

*  main  of  breeding,  a  man  of  potile* 

*  nefs,  give  me  leave  to  fay,*  [colour- 
ing] '  if  much  more  of  a  black  fwaH 

*  with  j«»,  than  with  any  lady  lotet 

<  met  with.' 

*  Then  that  is  your  misfortune,  Mr. 
^  Lovelace,  as  well  as  mine,  at  prefeBt. 

*  Bvcry  woman  of  difcemment,  I  am 

*  confident,  knowing  what  i  know  of 

*  you  now,- would  fajr  as  I  fayj*  [Had 
a  mind  tOMort^apride^  that  /  amfint 
difemtes  to  be  mortijkdl  *  that  your  po- 

*  litenefs  is  not  regular,  nor  coaltot. 
'  It  is  not  h£tbit.    It  is  too  moch  ften 

<  by  fits  and  ftarts,  and  ialliea*  and 

*  Ihole  not  fpontaneous.    You  muft  be 

*  romiaded  mto.them.* 

«  O  Lordl  O  Lord!— Poor  l!*-^was 
the  li{;ht,  yet  the  half -angry  wfttch's 
ielf-pityinff  ezpreffion ! 

Iprooceded.-^*  Upon  my  wofd>  Sir» 
'  you  are  not  the  accomplilhed  naa« 

*  whichyour  talents  and  opportunitiefl 

<  wovld  have  led  one  to  ezpe&  you  to 

<  be.    Yoa  aie  indeed  in  your  novi^' 

*  ate,  as  to  every  laudable  attainment.' 


•  Sti  Page  34^ 
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LETTER  XXVni. 

I         MI9S   CLARISSA    HAHLOWr. 
I  ZN  CONTIN0ATZOM. 

AS  tHis  fo^ea  WIS  introdaced  by 
himfelf,  and  treated  fo  lightly  by 
ktffl,  I  ^tnt  goitog  on  to  tell  fcim  more 
of  my  nifid;  but  he  interrupted  tfio— ^ 
'  *  IkVf  dear  Madam,  fpare  me'.  I  am 
;  '  forry  that  I  have  lived  to  this  boor  for 
j  ^ilDthingatall.  But  furely  you  could 
'  <  not  baire  quitted^  a  fub}eel  fu  much 
I  '  more  agreeable,  and  fo  much  more 
i  'finldbU,  I  will  fav,  to  your  prefent 

*  fitofltion,  if  you  had  not  too  cmel  a 
!  <  pieafere  in  mortifying  a  man,  who 

*  the  lefs  needed  to  be  morti^d,  as  be 

*  hrfire  looked  up  to  you  with  a  diffi- 

<  dence  in  his  own  merits  too  great  to 

*  fcrmit  biro  to  ipeak  half  his  mind  to 

*  you.    Be  plea/ed  but  to  return  to  the 

*  inbieft  we  were  upon ;  and  at  another 

*  time  I  will  gladly  embrace  correftion 

*  from  the  only  lips  in  the  world  ib 
'  qualified  to  give  it.^ 

*  Yoa  talk  of  reformation   fome- 

*  times,  Mr.  Lovehce ;  and  in  fo  talk- 
'  iitg,  acknowJedge  errors.     But  I  fee 

<  you  can  very  ill  bear  the  reproof,  for 

*  which  perhaps  you  are  not  folicitous 

*  to  avoid  giving  occafion.  Far  be  it 
'  from  me  to  take  delight  in  finding 

*  foolt:  I  ihould  be  gbd  for  both  our 
'  UkiSf  fince  my  iituation  is  what  it 
'  is,  that  I  could  do  nothing  butpraife 

*  you.     But  failures  which  affe^  a 

<  mi«d  that  need  not  be  very  delicate  to 
i  *  be  afFcftcd  by  them,  are  too  grating 

*  to  be  paflcd  over  in  filence  by  a  pftr- 

*  fon  who  wiihes  to  be  thought  in  ear- 
;  *  Heft  in  her  own  duties.* 

'  I  admire  your  delicacy,  Madam,' 
sgain  interrupted  be.     *  Although  I 

*  ftiifer  by  it,'  yet  would  I  not  have  it 
'  olhfcrwiie:  indeed  I  would  not,  when 

*  I  confider  of  it.     It  is  an  angelick 

*  delicacy,  which  (ets  you  abovtf  all 

*  our  fex,  and  even  above  your  own. 

*  It  is  MSfuralAoj^u,  Madam;  fo  you 
'  may  think  it  extraordinary:  but  there 
^  i#  Bothine  like  it  on  earth,*  faid  the 
||aitei«r.^>*-^what  company  bat  he  kept  ( 

*  3iit  kt  ui  return  to  the  forintr 


365 

*  fabj^A^-Yott  weH  lb  |ood  at  to  aflc 

*  me,  what  I  would  idrtfe  you  to  do  t 

*  I  want  but  to  make  voo  eal'y  {  I  want 

*  but  to  fee  you  fixea  to  ^our  liking. 

*  YourfaithtulHannah  with  you  j  your 

*  reconCfliation  with  thofe  to  whons 
«  you  with  to  be  reconciled,  fct  on  foot, 

*  and  in  a  tra}n.  And  now  lef  me 
<  mention  to  you  different  expedientts 

*  in  hopes  that  forat  one  of  them,  may 

*  be  acceptable  to  you. 

*  I  will  go  to  Mrs,  Howe,  or  to  Miff 

*  Howe,  or  to  whomfoevcr  you  wouki 

*  havt  me  to  go,  and  endeavour  to  pnp- 

*  vatl  upon 'them  to  receive  you  *• 

*  Do  you  incline  to  go  to  Florence  t* 
«  your  coufin  Morden  f  I  will  furhiill 

*  you  with  an  opportunity  of  goin|p 

*  thither,  cither  by  fca  to  Leghorn,  or 
^  by  land  through  France.  Perhaps  I 
'  may  be  able  to  procure  one  of  the  la- 

*  dies  of  my  family  to  attend  you.  Ei- 

*  thcr  Charlotte  or  Patty  would  rejoice 

*  in  fuch  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
«  France  and  Italy.     As  for  myftlf,  I 

*  will  only  be  your  efcort,  in  di fguHe, 

*  if  you  will  have  it  fo,  even  in  your 

*  livery f  that  your  pun6iilio  maynot 

*  receive  offence  by  my  attendance.' 

I  told  him,  I  would  con iider  of  all  he 
had  faid:  but  that  I  hoped  for  a  line  or 
two  fronvmy  aunt  Hervey,  if  nut  from 
my  (ifter,  to  both  of  whom  I  had  writ- 
ten; which,  if  I  were  to  be  fo  favoured^ 
might  help  to  determine  me.  Mean 
tfme  if  he  would  withdraw,  I  would 
particularly  confider  of  this  propofal  of 
his,  in  relation  to  my  coufm  Morden. 
And  if  it  held  it's  weight  with  me,  fo 
for  as  to  write  for  your  opimon  upon 
it,  he  Ihould  know  my  mind  in  an 
hour's  time. 

He  withdrew  with  great  refpe5(:  and 
in  an  hour's  time  returned.  And  then 
I  told  him  it  was  unneceflary  to  trouble 
you  for  your  opinion  about  it."  My 
coufin  Morden  wasfoon  expe£^ed.  Ift 
he  were  not,  I  could  not  admit  him  to 
accompany  me  to  him  upon  any  condi. 
tion.  It  was  highly  improbable  that  I 
ihould  obtain  the  favour  of  either  of 
his  eoufins  company:  and  if  that  could 
be  brought  about,  it  would  be  the  fame 
thm^  in  the  world^s  eye,  at  if  he  went 
hiftifclf. 


.*  The  reader,  perhaps,  need  not  be  reminded,  that  he  had  taken  care  fi-om  the  firft  (See 
Wci^  1.  Page  93)  to  deprive  her  of  any  prote£lion  from  Mrs.  Howe*    See  iif  his  next 
Icttar,  Page  371;  a  repeabed  accouatof  tbeftknie  trtlficm,  and  his  exultations  u^n  his  in- 
httiooa  to  impofc  opcm  two  fvck  mX%kM  Udki  is  Clari^a  and  Miis  Howe. 
'^^  1  Thit 
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CLAtlSSA    RARLOWE. 


,  This  led  o«  mto  another  converfa- 
tioDi  which  ihall  be  the  fubied  of  my 
ocxu 


LETTER    XXIX. 

Mist   CLARISSA   HARLOWE. 
IW    COWTIKUATIOH. 

MR .  Lovelace  told  me,  that  on  the 
fuppoiition  that  his  propofal  in 
relatioik  to  my  coufin  MJoiden  mi^ht 
pot  be  acceptf (ly  he  had  been  ftudying 
to  find  out,  if  poiTible,  fome  other  ex- 
pedient that  might  be  agreeable,  in  or- 
der to  convince  me,  that  he  preferred 
loy  fatisfaSion  to  his  own. 

He  then  offered  to  go  himfelfj^nd 
procore  my  Hannah  to  come  and  attend 
me.  As  I  had  decHnefi  the  fervice  of 
cither  of  the  young  Mrs.  Sorl)ngs*s,he 
was  extremely  folicitous,  h^iaid,  that  I 
iiotild  have  a  fcrvant,  in  whofe  integri- 
ty  I  might  confide. 

I  toJd  him,  that  you  wonld  be  fo 
kind,  as  to  fend  to  engage  Hannah,  if 
poffible. 

If  any- thing,  he  faid,  fiiould  prevent 
Hannah  from  coming*  fuppofe  he  him- 
ielf  waited  upon  Mils  Howe,  to  defire 
hct  to  lend  me  hfr  fervaat  till  I  was 
provided  to  my  mind  ? 

I  faid,  your  mother's  high  difpleafure 
at  the  ftep  I  had  taken  (sL^Jbe  fuppofed, 
TQl«»ntarily)  had  deprived  me  of  an 
opeft  afllftance  of  that  ibrt  from  jrw. 

He  was  amaaed,  fo  much  as  Mrs. 
K<>wc  hcrfelf  ufcd  to  admire  me,  and 
£»  great  an  influence  at  Mifs  Howe  waa 
£etppored,  and  deierved  to  have  over 
htr  mother,  that  Mrs.  Howe  (houid 
take  upon  herfelf  to  be  fo  much  offend- 
ed with  me.  He  wished,  that  the  man 
who  took  fnch  pains  to  keep  up  and 
inflame  the  pautons  of  my  father  and 
itBcIcs,  were  not  at  the  bottom  of  this 
Brifchief  too. 

I  was  afraid,  I  faid,  that  ray  brother 
in'sis  :  or  clfe  my  uncle  Antony*  I  dared 
to  fay,  woold  not  have  taken  luch  pains 
to  iet  Mrs.  Howe  againft  me,  as  I  un- 
derftood  he  had  done. 

Since  I  had  declined  vidting  Lady 
Sarah,  and  Lady  Betty,  he  aiked  me, 
if  I  would  admit  of  a  vifit  from  his 


coufin  Montage*  and  accept  of  9  icr- 
vant  cf  hers  for  the  prefem  ?  j 

That  was  not,  I  faid,  an  acceptable  i 
propofal:  but  I  would  fkft  fee,  if- my 
friends  would  fend  me  my  cloaths,  that 
I  might  not  make  foch  a  giddy  and 
runaway  appearance  to  any  of  )»  ic- 
lations. 

If  I  pteaied^  he  would  take  another 
journey  to  Wind  for,  to  make  more 
particular  enquiry  amongft  ^  caaoiSi 
or  in  any  worthy  family. 

Were  not  his  objecHona  at  to  tiie 
pnblicknefs  of  the  place,  I  alked  bin, 
as  ftrong  now  as  before? 

I  remember,  my  dear,  mi  cne4)f  your 
former  letters^  you  mentioned  London 
as  the  moft  private  place  to  be  in*; 
and  I  iaid,  that  fmce  be  made  fuch  pie- 
tences  againft  leaving  me  here,  as  (hew- 
ed he  had  no  intention  to  do  ib|  and 
iince  he  engaged  to  go  from  me,  and 
leave  me  to  porfoe  my  own  mcaTores, 
i(  I  were  elfewhere;  and  fi nee  his  prc- 
fence  ma<'e  thefe  lodgings  inconvenient 
to  me  i  I  fliould  not  he  difinclined  to 
go  to  London,  did  1  know  any -body 
Siere. 

As  he  had  feveral  timet  prepofed 
London  to  me,  I  expefted  that  bewould 
eagerly  have  embraced  that  motion 
from  me.  But  he  took  not  icady  hold 
of  it :  yet  I  thought  his  eye  approved  of 
it. 

We  are  both  great  watchers  of  each 
ether*s  e/es;  and  indeed  feem  to  be 
more  than  half-afraid  of  each  other. 

He  then  made  a  grateful  propolal  to 
me;  that  I  would  fend  for  nsy  Norton  to 
attend  me  f . 

He  faw  by  my  eyet,  he  faid,  that  be 
had  at  laft  been  happy  in  an  expedient, 
which  would' anfwer  the  wiOiet  of  va 
both.  <  Why,*  fays  he,  <  did  not  I 
'  think  of  it  before?' — And  fnatchin|^ 
my  hand,  <  Shall  I  write.  Madam  f 
«  Shall  I  fend?  Shall  I  go  and  fetch 
•  the  worthy  woman  myfclf  ?' 

After  a  little  confideration>  I  told 
him,  that  this  was  imietd  a  gratdisl 
motion:  but  that  I  appreheaded,  it 
would  not  her  to  a  difficulty,  wludi 
ihe  would  not  be  able  to  get  over;  as  it 
would  make  a  woman  of  her  knowai 
pHKience  appear  to  countenance  a  fa- 
gitivedaugnter,  in  oppofitton  to  her  pa« 


•  Sec  Vol.  H.  Psgei53. 
.  \  The  reailer  t»  referred  to  Mr.  Lovclace*SBtxt  letter,  for  his  modrts  is  makjay  the  la« 

vera)  propgfals  9f  which  the  lady  is  willing  CO  think  fo  wdL  j 


eL  Aft  MS  A   ftAXtOWt. 


«eat»|  ind' «  her  tomiw  to  me  ^Mraiild 
deprive  her  of  her  mooKr**  fitrcur, 
mlioat  it*A  being  ia  my  jKHiver  to  make 
knpco  Iwr. 

*  O  my  Moved  cmciire  I*  Ibid  he, 
ftatromjh  iinmgh^  «  let  not  this  be  n 
<  obftadfe.    I  will  do  every-thin^  for 

*  Mrs.  Noiton  vo^  wifh  to  have  done. 
>  —Let  mtgotor  hen'* 

More  coofiv  riian  Mrtwpe  Im  gene- 
rofity  dercnrcdy  1  tola  Mmt  it  wat  im- 
iwffible  b«t  I  miift  foeii  hetr  from  my 
^icndt.  I  ifeoald  not,  mean  tt«e»  em- 
liioil  any-body  with  them.  Not  Mrs. 
Nofton  erpectaliy,  from  whofe  intetfeft 
in,  and  mediation  with,  my  mother;  X 
might  oxjpe^l  ibme  good,  were  (he  to 
htep  herlclf  in  a  neatral  ftate:  thatl 
hefides,  the  good  woman  had  a  mind 
above  her  fortune;  and  would  fooner 
want,  than  be  beholden  to  any. body 
improperly. 

•  iMipreferfyr  laid  he.— «  Hare  not 
f  perlbna  of  merit-a  rigbt  to  all  the  be- 
'  nefita  conferred  upon  them  f— Mn« 
'  Norton  ii  fo  gooti  a  woman,  that  I 
f  ftiaU  think  ihe  lavi  me  under  an  obli- 

*  gatjon,  if  ihe  will  pat  it  in  my  power 

*  to  ierve  her;  although  ihe  were  w9t  to 
'  augment  it,  bygivin|^metbeoppor- 

*  tunity»  at  the  funetime,  ofcontri* 
'  buting  to  yotir  pkafvre  and  fatit* 
«  faaion^* 

How  oanid  thia  man,  with  fuch 
imwers  of  right  thinking,  be  fo  far  de* 
Biaved  by  evil  habits,  as  to  dilgrace 
nit  mftcntt  by  wrong  afting  ? 

<  latherenotroom,  alter  all,' thought 
I,  at  the  time,  *  to  hope,  (aa  he  Co 
latdjr  led  aae  to  hope)  diat  the  ex- 
ampit  it  will  behove  me,  for  ^^f^our 
Ihkca,  to  endeavour  to  fet  him,  may 
inlhience  Kim  toa  change  of  manners, 
ia  which  both  may  find  our  accoont?* 
'  Give  me  leave,  Sir,*  fatd  I,  *  to 
tell  you,  tbeie  is  a  ilranee  mixture 
in  yovr  mind.  .  You  mufthave  taken 
paiMs  to  fupprefa  many  good  motions 
and  redeflions,  as  they  arofe,  or  le- 
vity muft  have  been  fuiprizingly  pre- 
dominant in  it.i»But  ai»  to  Sie  lub- 
je^  we  were  upon,  there  is  no  taking 
any  refolutions  till  I  hear  from  my 
friends.* 

«  Well,  Madam,  I  can  only  fay,  I 
would  find  oat  fome  expedient,  if  I 
could,  that  (hould  be  agreeable  to 
vou.  But  iince^I  cannot,  will  you 
be  lb  good  as  to  tell  me,  what  yon 
would-  wifh  .to  have  done?  Nothing 
19  the  world  bnt }  will  comply  wi^h» 
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"*  excepting  leaving  yoo  here,  at  Ihch  n 

*  diflance  from  the  place  I  (hail  be  in, 

*  if  any  thing  flioulu  happen;  and  in  n 

*  place  where  my  gollipmg  rafcalt  have 

*  made  me  in  a  manner  publick,  for 

*  want  of  proper  cautions  at  firfl. 

«  Theft  vermin,*  added  he,  <  haven 


^  pnde  they  can  hardly  rein-in,  whee 
«  they  ferve  a  man  of  family.  They 
*  boat  of  their  maitcr*a  pedigree  and 


'  defcent,  at  if  they  were  related  to 

*  him.    Nor  is  anything  they  know 

*  of  him,  or  of  hie  affairs,  a  Secret  to 

*  one  another,  wnmit  a  matter  that 
^  would  hang  him.* 

*  If  fo,^  tiMght  I,  <  men  of  family 

<  flKralduke  care  to  give  them  fubje^ 

*  worth  boafting  of / 

<  I  am  quite  at  a  lofs,*  faid  I,  <  what 

*  to  do  or  whither  to  go.    Would  yoif, 

*  Mr.  Lovelace,  in  earneft,  advice  me 

<  to  think  of  going  to  London  ?* 
And  t  looked  at  him  with  fledfaft- 

nefs .    But  nothing  could  I  gather  from 
his  looks. 

<  Atilrt,  Madam,*  faid  he,  <  I  waa 
'  for  propoiing  London,  aa  I  was  then 

*  more  apprchenfive  of  purfuit.    But 
'  as  your  relations  feem  cooler  on  that 

*  head,  I  am  the  more  indif&rent  about 

<  the  place  yiM  go  to. — So  as /#«  are 

*  nleafed.  lb  at jtm  are  eafy,  I  ball  be 

*  Wpy- 

TUa  indttference  of  hit  to  London, 
I  cannot  but  (ay,  made  me  incline  the 
more  to  go  thither.  I  aiked  him  (to 
hear  what  he  would  fay)  if  he  could 
recommend  me  to  any  particular  placi 
in  London? 

No,  he  faid:  none  that  was  fit  Ibr 
me,  or  that  I  fliould  like.  His  friend 
Belford,  indeed,  had  very  hand  fome 
lodgings  near  Soho  Squai-e,  at  a  rela- 
tion*B,  whofe  wife  was  a  woman  of  vir* 
tue  and  honour.  Thefe,  as  Mr.  Bel- 
ford  was  generally  in  the  country,  he 
could  borrow  till  I  were  better  accom- 
modated. 

I  was  refolvcd  to  refufe  thefe  at  the 
iirft  mention,  as  I  ihould  any  other  h^ 
had  named.  *  Neverthelefs,  I  will  fee,* 
thought  I,  *  if  he  has  really  thouehta 

*  of  thefe  for  me.     If  I  break  off  thp 

*  talk  here,  and  he  refumc  this  propo- 

*  fal  with  earneitnefs  in  the  morning, 

*  I  ihail  apprehend,  that  he  is'lefs  in- 

*  different  than  he  feems  to  be,  abou^ 

*  my  going  to  London;  and'fhat  he 

*  has  already  a  lodging  in  his  eye  for 
<  me.— And  then  I  will  not  go  at  all.* 

But  after  foch  generous  motiont 
J  A  .  from 


3^ 
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from  him,  I  really  think  it  a  little  twr- 
baroot^o  a£l  andbehavcasif  I  thought 
him  capable  of  the  blackeft  and  moft 
ungrateful  bafenefs.  But  bia  chatac- 
ter>  hit  principles,  are  fo  faulty  1— >He 
it  (6  light,  fo  ^ain»  do  Tacioua,  that 
there  is  no  certainty  that  he  will  be  next 
hoar  what  be  it  this.  Then,  mv  deat» 
I  luire  no  guardian  now;  no  fatner»  no 
mother  1  Only  God  and  my  vigilance 
to  depend  upon.  And  I  have  no  tea- 
ion  to  ezpea  a  miracle  in  my  favour. 

*  Well,  Sir,'  faidi,  [rifing  to  lejiue 
bim]  ^  fometbingmuftbereiblvedujppni 
*  but  I  will  poftpMone  this  fubjett  till 
«  to-morrow  morning.* 

He  would  fain  have  engaged  one 
longer)  but  I  faid  I  would  lee  hinvaa 
^aily  aabepAeafod  in  the  morning.  He 
might  thins  of  any  convenient  place  in 
'London,  or  near  it,  mean  time. 

And  fo  I  retired  frqm  hinu'  As  I 
do  from  my  pen ;  hoping  for  better  reft 
for  the  few  hourt  that  remain  of  this 
eight,  than  I  have  had  of  a  long  time. 

CL.HAaLOWE. 


LETTER    XXX. 

MISS  CLAHISSA   1|ARU>WB. 
Ill  CONTIKVATION. 
MONDAY  MOayiMG,  AVBIL  ly* 

LATE  as  I  went  to  bed.  I  havie 
have  had  very  little  reft.  Sleep  and 
I  have  quarrelled;  and  although  I  court 
it,  it  win  not  be  friendt.  I  hope  its  fel- 
low-irreconcileablcs  at  Harlowe  Place 
CHJoy  it's  balmy  comforts..  Elfe,  that 
will  be  an  aggravation  of  my  fault. 
My  brother  and  lifter,  I  dare  fay,  want 
it  not. 

Mr.  Lovelace,  who  is  an  early  rifer, 
aa  well  as  I,  joined  roe  in  the  garden 
abont  fix;  and,  after  the  ufual  faluta- 
tions,  aiked  me  to  refume  ourlaft  night's 
fubie6(.  It  was  upon  lodgings  at  Lon- 
don«  be  faid.         ^ 

<  I  think  you  mentioned  one  lo  me^ 
'  *  Sir— Did  you  not  ?** 

«  Yes,  Madam,  but'  [watching  tbe 
turn  of  my  countenance]  *  rather  at 
'  wbat  you  would  be  welcome  to,  tban 
*  perhaps  approve  of#' 

*  I  believe  fo  too.  To  go  to  town 
'  upon  an  tmcertHinfyi  I  own,  is  nojt 
'"  agreeable:  but  to  be  obliged  to  any 
^  pcrfbns  of  your  acquaintance,  when 
}  I  want  to  be  thought  independent  of 


*  yov|  and  to  a  ncrfon  cfiieeially^  W 
'  whom  my  frienoa  are  to  dlitft toae» 

*  if  they  vouchftfe  to  take  notioa  of  oe 

<  atallf  is  an  abfurd  thia|  to  nwiitioB/ 

He  did  not  mcntioa  it  at  what  lie 
■WMinod  I  would  accepts  bat  only  to 
confirm  to  me  what  be  had  &id»  that 
ba  himialf  knew  of  none  lit  Ibr  nt. 

<  Hat  not  TOUT  fiunily^  Madbuai 
^*  ibme  one  uadeimaA  they  deal  widi, 

*  whobaacDiiTeiiicncetof  thiakind?! 
'  would  make  k  worth  focha  perfim's 

*  whale,  tokteptbeAcretof  yomrbe. 

*  ingathishooie.   Traders  are  deakn 

*  j^  pint,'  laid  btf  *  and  wili  beaMxt 
f  obliged  by  a  pemiy  cuftomery  tbanhjr 

*  a  pound  pieicaty  occauft  it  ia  in  thcur 

<  wayi-^et  will  refuie  ndtberi  aay 

*  morethiuialawyeroramanofoflice 

*  his  fee.' 

My  father's  tradefmen,  I^d»  would 
no  doubt  be  tbe  iirft  employed  to  find 
me  out.  So  that  tbat  propofal  was  aa 
wrong  as  tbe  other.  And  wbo  it  it 
that  a  creature  lb  lately  in  ^our  with 
all  her  friendt  can  apply  to«  in  inch  a 
fituation  at  mine,  but  muft  be  (atleaft) 
equally  the  friendt  of  herrelatiottft?  ' 

We  had  agood  deal  of  dilcourie  upon 
tbe  fame  to|»ick.  But,  atlaft,  tbeie^ 
fuit  was  thit*-He  wfotea  letter  to  one 
Mr.  Doleman,  a  inarned  naan,  of  ftr* 
tune  and  character,  (I  exceptingto  Mr* 
Belford)  •deiiriog  bmi  to  provide  de^ 
cent  apartmenu  ready-furailked  [Ikmd 
told  htm  wbai  tbey/bou/dhi]  for  a  fingla 
woman  s  confifting  of  a  hrd  rhaihni 
another  for  a  tnaid-fervant|  witk  the 
vift  of  a  dining-room  o^  parlour.  Tbii 
letter  he  gave  metoperafe;  andtben 
fealed  it  up,  and  di^ntchedit  away  in 
mv  prefence,  bv  one  of  hit  own  fcnrantt,' 
who  having  bufineit  in  town,  ta  la 
being  back  an  anfwcr. 

I  attend  the  iflue  of  itj  holding  niy« 
£elf  in  readineft  to  letbor  for  London^ 
unleft  you,  my  dear,  advife  the  oon* 
tnuy. 


LETTER    XX37. 

MR.    LOVELACE,    TO   JOlRM    BIL« 
'    FORO,  ES<^ 

SAT.  SOnOAT,  WOKVAT* 

ILJBgiviJf  in  ftnftrMetUrs^  thefah^ 
A  4  fiarui  if  ivbmt  u  i^nUdtud  im  Hm 

hj/e*veH  Qf  tbe  ladfi^ 
Hi  teus  bisfriitid^  thut  caUiag  mi  f  At 

lavmf  in  bis  wmf  f  M*  fimtt^'"^ 
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Wm^)  Ufmmd  tht  Utters  frm 
iMh  Betty  Lsfwrmui,  emi  his 
4ii%Mr  Mimtsngf  which  Mrs, 
Gremenums  smutfindifig  t»  himhy 

Be  gives  the  fetrtiadars  frem  firs, 
Greme^srefert^  efnvhsitfmjedbe' 
tweem  the  teuh  eaad  her^  eu  mfm 
307^  )oS.  mw  makMS  fluh  deetk" 
ratkiu  to  Mrs.  Greme  rf  his  he^ 
wear  emd  etjfeSkn  te  the  Uij^  eu 
fet  her  ufem  writit»  the  letter  te 
ier  JUhr  Ser&sgs^  the  cements  ef 
mthich  tare  govern  iiBp*  3 54* 

Bt  them  acceuKtSf  eufilkwt^Jer  the 
Jmmshmmstr  he fiemd  hirmem 
bisn 


tunuDg  with  Mtft  Ifowe*t?^To  at* 
tempt  to  bribe  him,  and  not  fucceed» 
wowd  vtttrly  niiD  me.  And  the  man 
ftemato  be  one  nfedtefeyertf^  one  who  ' 
c»  fit  down  fiitisfied  with  it,  and  en* 
)0)r  it  I  contented  with  hand-to-mouth 
conTenienccfy  and  not  aiming  to  liye 
better  to*nofTow,  than  he  doetto-da^^ 
andtban  he  did  yefUrday.  Soch  none 
Si  above  temptation,  -unttfa  it  could 
come  doathed  in  the  goift  of  truth  and 
tn^fi.  What  likelihMd  of  corrupting 
a  man  who  hat  no  hope,  no  ambition  f 
yet  the  rafcal  baa  but  ha^  life,  and 
groans  under  that.  Should  I  be  an- 
iwerable  in  faH  cafe  for  a  n»hele  life  ?^« 
But  hang  the  feUow4  Let  him  Kvt* 
Were  I  a  king,  or  a  miniier  of  ftate^ 
an  Antonio  Perea  *,  it  were  another 
thinr.  And  yet,  on  fecond  thoughte| 
am  f  not  a  reitf  at  it  it  called  ?  And 
whoever  knew  a  rake  ftick  at  any-thiBK? 
But  thou  knoweft.  Jack,  that  the 
giuateft  half  of  my  wickedneft.  it  ?«• 
pour,  to  (hew  mj  inveotioni  and  to 
prove  that  I  ceuid  be  mifchievout  if  X 
would. 

When  he  eemes  te  that  pstrt,  mehere 
the  lad^ffojfs,  (p.  357.)  in  afar^ 
cajlick  waj^y  munwig  her  hsuui, 
and  hewingt  *  Excufe  me,  good 

*  Mr.  Lovelace,  that  I  am  will- 

*  ing  to  think  the  beft  of  my  fa* 

*  ther,'  he  gives  a  defcritttm  ^ 
her  mr  and  manner ^  greatly  to  her 
euh/antagei  andfayt'^ 

I  could  hardly  forbear  taking  her  into 
my  annt  upon  it,  in  fpite  of  an  ex- 
pected tempeji.  So  much  wit,  fo  much 
beauty,  fuch  a  lively  manner,  and  fuch 
exceeding  quickneu  and  penetration  I 
O  Belfordi  flie  muft  be  nobody*t  but 
mine.     I  can  now  account  for,  and 

{'uftify,  Herod*!  command  to  defti-oy 
lit  Mariamne,  if  be  returned  not  alive 
from  hit  interview  with  Csfar:  for 
were  I  to  know,  that  it  were  but  pro- 
bable, that  any  other  man  were  to  have 
thit  charming  creature,  even  after  my 
death,  the  very  thought  would  be 
enough  to  provoke  me  to  cot  dut  man^t 
throat,  were  he  a  prince. 

^  I  may  be  deemed  by  thit  lady  a  ra- 
pid, a  boifterout  ioveri^and  ji;0  may 

AmVesho  Peres  wat  flrft  mlaifter  of  Philip  II.  King  of  Spaia,  by  whofe  command  he 
rh  Den  Vsaa  de  Eicovedo  to  be  aiTaffinated :  which  brought  en  hit  own  ruin,  throogh 
;ll»  jerftdj  of  his  nUr  mtftert    Gtddii  7reffs$ 

3Aft  lik# 


Upoh  Mk  jgood  terma  when  we 

CI,  I  wat  lutpriaed  to  find  fo  to^ 
a  brow  upon  my  return,  and  her 
ckaming  eyea  red  vrtth  weeping.  But 
when  I  had  umMbod  Ihe  had  received 
letten  finon  Mift  Howe,  it  wat  natural 
toimagittOy  thnt  that  little  devil  had 
pot  her  out  of  humour  with  roe. 

It  ie^eaiy  lor  me  to  perceive,  that  my 
channer  it  more  fullen  when  Ihe  re- 
cnvet,  and  haa  peruM,  a  letter  from 
tbat  vixen*  than  at  other  timet.  But 
at  the  (weet  maid  ihewt,  even  then, 
mere  of  peifive  grief ,  than  of  a3ive 
fiiritf  I  hope  flie  it  rather  lamenting 
than  plotting.  And  indeed  for  what 
now  ibould  ihe  plot}  when  I  am  be- 
come a  reformed  man»  and  am  hourly 
ioqiroviog  in  my  morale  ?«-Neverthe- 
k&  I  muft  contrive  fome  way  or  other 
ID  get  at  their  correfpondence— Only  to 
6e  the  turn  of  it$  that't  all. 

But  no  attempt  of  thit  kind  muft 
he  made  yet.  A  deteAed  invafion  in 
aanrticlc  Co  facred,  would  ruin  me  be- 
yond retrieve.  Nevertheleft  it  vexet 
me  to  the  heart  to  think  that  Ihe  is 
hourly  writing  her  whole  mind  on  all 
that  paflca  beMen  her  and  me,  I  un- 
der rae  (ame  roof  with  her,  yet  kept  at 
frch  awful  diftanee,  that  I  dare  not 
hreak  into  a  correipondencc,  that  may 
periuipt  be  a  meant  to  defeat  all  my  de- 


Would  it  be  very  wicked.  Jack,  to 
kaock  her  mefienaer  o'  the  htaid,  as  he 
iacaHrying  my  beloved't  lettert,  or  re- 


CJ^AKKSA  HAELOWr. 


3:^9 

like  me  tbe  left  Ibr  it:  bttt  ill  the  la- 
dies I  have  met  with  till  now,  loved  to 
i^ife  a  teropeft,  luad  to  enwy  it:  nor 
4id  they  ever  rarfc  it,  but  I  enioyed  it 
too !— Lord  lend  Ui  oiKe  happily  t» 
l^oodonl 


Mr. 


•at'^bit^uiirmptMre;  nJoSenln 


ffixid  Btr  tmidt  mfdptit  ktr^  h 


^U  /•  3Sf  •  ii^fich  terror. 

Darknefs  aad  fij^,  I  fworc^  went 
convertible  at  hflr  jdaaAire:  Ac  eottld 
make  any  lubftft  planiibk.  I  was  all 
•rror :  die  ail  ptrft^iao.  Aad  I  fnatch- 
^  h«r  Handj  and  «osc  tfiaii  ki Ad  k,  I 
was  ready  to  devour  it.  There  was,  I 
believe,  a  kind  of  phrensy  m  iDy^man* 
iKT,  which  threw  her  into  a  panicky 
like  thai  of  Semefe  perhapt^  Wien  tht 
thunderer,  in  aJB  hismajemr,  fttrronad- 
cd  with  ten  thoviand  celeftial  hnrmng^ 
glaifesy  wa»  above  to  foorcb  her  into  a 
•inder. 

•  # 
Had  not  my  heart  mi%iv«n  nse,  and 
kul  I  not  fik  in  time,  recolletled  that 
fte  was  not  To  nuich  in  my  power,,  but 
that  ihe  might  abandon  me  at  berplea* 
&re,  havin?more  friends  »n- that  ho«fe 
than  I  hac^  I  fliould  at  that  moment 
have  made  oflfers,  that  would  have  de* 
cided  all,  one  wav  or  other.^^But,  ap- 
prehending that  1  have  Aewntoo  oiiicb 
meaning' in  my  paiion,  I  gave  it  ano- 
ther torn.— But  little  did  the  charmer 
think  what  aneftapeeltbet  ihe  or  I  had 
las  the  event  migm  have  proved)  Ibom 
the  fiidden  guft  of  paifion,  which  had 
^  like  to  have  Mown  Hne  Into  her  arms. 
She  was  bom,  I  told  her,  to  make  mt 
happy  and  to  &vc  tfottl  •  •  •  • 

Htghfisther^  ofbk  nnhemntj^uch 
pretty  nemiy  in  ihefami  *tmrds  as 
ihf  tadygwuetlhiM^  Amftketk  frt" 

£eeds-^ 

I  (aw  (he  wa»  frif^Ued;  and  (be 
would  have  bad  reaibn,  had  the  icene 
been  London:  and  that  place  in  Lon- 
don, which  I  have  in  view  to-cany  her 
to«  Shecoaficmedmelnmyapprehen- 
iion  that  I  had  alarmed  her  too  much: 
file  told  me,  that  (he  faw  what  my 
boafted  rsgarti  to  her  injunctions  was; 
and  (he  would  take  proper  meaAun. 


lipon  it,-  m  I  fhffiM  iaAi  tfhat  fte  wf 
feockedat  mf  iriolent  airs^  and. if  I 
hojped  any  favour  £roln  her»  I  mui  thai 
injfant  withdraw^  a^d  iaxt  her  t»  hif 
meoUeftion. 

'  She  pronoiMttd  tUi  ia  fiifbn  van- 
Oen^aiiaMd  Ae  vaa  §ttwatm  it;  lid, 
having  Aept  ontof  thafratfk,  the/sfier 
part  I  had  £>  newly  cn^gcd  t»  aft,  I 
tkooghr  ready  dbedsenct  wna  tbebdt 
atonement.  Aad  mdeed  I  was  fen. 
Cble/fi^RV^her  anger  aad  n^liSrt,  that 
I  wanted  tidie  my^f  for  renolleAioa.- 
^d  fo  I  withdrew,  witbtbe  ianie  ve- 
neration as  a  petitioning  fubieft  would 
iv^thdnnr  Mm  the*  m&mt»  of  his 
(orereign.  lut,^i  Bdfcfd,hadfltf 
had  but  the  leaJI  patience  with  me— > 
Had  (he  but  made  me  thinks  that  (he 
would  forgiTa  this  initiatory  aidonr 
—Purely  fte  will  not  be  aiwtyt  thut 


1  had  m»t  been  a  moment  brmyieify 
but  i  was  ieoiible^  that  X  bad  half-fior* 
feited  my  newly-aflbmed  chara&r.  la 
i#- exceedingly  difficult*  tbou  fiseH,  for 
an  honeft  man  to  ail  in  difguifesi  aa  the 
poet  fays,  Tbru^  natwre  back  with  a 
^cbforktiitmUretmm*  Ireeolkded^ 
that  vvhat  (he  had  infi(U  upon^  vra» 
really  a  part  of  that  declared  vrill,  be- 
fore (be  left  her  fiither*s  houie,  to  whicb 
i«  anothciP  ca(e  (to  bumble  her)  I  haA 
pretended  to  have  an  imriDkblc  regard. 
And  when  I  had  remembered  ber  wocda 
of  tedtkg  bir  wuafwes  aeanr^kt^^  1 
was  re(blved  to  facrifice  A  kg  or  an 
arm  to  make  all  op  again,  bdbre  fte 
had  time  to  determine  apon  any  nevr 
meafiires. 

How  fiafonably  t»  this  purpo(e  have 
come  in  vof  aunt's  and  cott(m^s  lettoral 

#  ♦ 

I  HATB  ient  in  a^n  and  ngam^^ 
implore  her  to  admit  me  to  hrr  pne^ 
fence.  But  Ae  will  conclude  a  letter 
(he  is  writingtoMifsHowe,  belbre(^ 
will  fee  mo.— I  foppofe  to  elfe  aa  ac- 
count of  what  has  luft  pafiS.' 

#  # 

CvasB  upon  her  perver(e  tyraaaTt 
How  (he  makes  me  wait  for  an  hnmlw . 
audience,  though  (he  has  done  wniia^ 
finne  timel  A  prince  begging  for  Ikt 
upon  his  kneca  (hould'  n»t  poeraf]  upcaa 
me  to  fpare  ber  if  I  am  bvt  get  her-am 
London — Oonsf  Jack,  I  believe  I  ha  vm* 
bit  my  lip  through  for  ▼esatiott|«-3u 
one  day  A^i  ihau  fiuttt  lor  it. 
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mfuf  if  tbi  ccMwrfatim  that  Jol^ 
ktAud:  ^jukick  d^firmg  §iUy  wfiylt 
from  thmt  the  Uuhpvu  in  ibiiuxl 

bis  pridt  autwtt  laart  futb  as 9 
tiiat  he  19  a  ftranger  to  tbe  deco- 
rufiif  .^which  flie  thought,  iniepara- 
ble  from  a  man  of  hii  th  and  cdu* 
cation;  and  that  he  it  not  the  ac- 
cotnpliAied  man  he  imagines  him- 
felf  to  be^  mid  threfitevs  to  unum^ 
her  tbem  a^ainjl  ber, 
Hivaimes  btmfeif  upw  bis  prapcfids 
iadfpeicbfSt  nvbicb  begi*ves  to  bis 
frimdprettfmucb  to  tbifanupur* 

•  foft  that  tie  lady  does  in  berfour 
iafi  letters. 

,  After  jueMtioMtHg  bis  propofal  to  her 
tbai  fie  nvcuU  borrow  afer*vasU 
from  Mi/s  UowOf  tiUHofimab  could 
eome^  he  writes  asfoUo-ws'^ 

Thou  fccft,  Belford,  that  mycharmer 
las  nonotion,  that  Mifs  Howt  herfelf 
it  but  a  puppet  danced  upon  my  wires 
at  lecona  or  third  hand.  To  outwit, 
tad  impel,  at  I  pleafe,  two  fuch  girls 
at  thdfe,  who  think  they  know  every 
tiling;  and.  hy  taking  advantage  of  the 
vridcand  ill -nature  of  the  oldonet  of 
both  families,  to  play  tbem  off  like- 
#ileat  the  very  time  they  think  they 
ttre  doing  me  fpitcful  difpleafure;  what 
charming  revenge!  Then  the  fweet 
creature,  when  1  wifhed  that  her  bro- 
tbir  was  not  at  the  bottom  of  Mrs. 
Rowe*t  refentment,  to  tell  me^  that  (he 
was  afraid  he  nvas^  or  her  uncle  would 
nor  Inve  appeared  againft  her  to  that 
\bAj !— Pretty  dear !  how  innocent  1  ^ 

B«t  don't  think  me  the  caufe  neither 
of  her  family^s  malice  and  refentment. 
It  h  in  all  tj^eir  hearts .  I  wof k  but  with 
ibeir  materials.  They,  if  left  to  their 
own  wicked  direfHon,  would  perhaps 
ckprefa  ^heir  revenge  by  firt  and  fag- 
got; that  IS  to  far,  b^  the  private  dag- 
gp,  or  by  lonf  chief  Juftices  war- 
itett,  by  UW|  and  fo-f^rtbt  I  only 

rmttfae  liffhtnioj;,  and  teach  it  where 
dart,  without  tne  thunder.  In  other 
wtends,  I  only  guide  the  elltfts:  the 
dfiiie  i»  in  their  malignant  hearts:  and 
%ibn«  I  am  4otng  a  litQc  mifcbief^  I  pre- 
ftnt  s  great  deal. 

thus  te  exults  M  bormenfknisur  Lm* 


I  v^ranted  bef  Copfopofr  Loodwi  bnw 
lelt.  This  made  me  anin  menti4M| 
V^  i  n .ifor.  If  you  wouldbave a  woman 
do  one  filing,  yon  muft  always  propolf 
another,  and  that  the  very  contrary* 
Tbe  fexi  the  very  fesl  as  I  hope  to  bo 
favedl— Why,  Jack,  they  lay  a  man 
under  a  neceffity  to  deal  doubly  with 
theoil  And,  when  they  findtbemielreo 
outwitted,  they  cry  out  upon  an  hone* 
fellow,  who  hat  been  too  hard  forthem 
at  their  own  weapons. 

I  could  hardly  contain  myfelf.  My 
heart  was  at  my  throat.—'  Down» 
*  down/  faid  I  to  myfelf^  « exuberant 
'  exultation  V  A  fudden  cough  be- 
friended me ;  I  again  turned  to  her,  all^ 
as  ittdifferettced  over  as  a  girl  at  the  firft ' 
long- expelled  queilion,  who  waits  for 
two  more.  I  beard  out  the  reil  of  her 
fpeech:  and  when  (be  had  done,  inftead 
of  faying  any. thing  to  her  of  Loncion^ 
I  advifed  her  to  find  for  ber  Mrs.  itfor* 
torn. 

As  I  imnv  ihe  would  b^  afraid  of 
lying  under  oblintion,  I  could  have 
propofed  to  do  fo  much  for  the  rood 
woman  and  her  fon,  as  would  havo 
made  her  refolve,  that  I  ihould  do  no- 
thing: this,  however,  not  merely  to 
avoid  expence.  But  there  was  no  fuch 
thing  as  allowing  of  the  prefence  oif 
Mrs.  Norton.  I  might  aa  well  have 
had  ber  mother  or  her  aunt  Hervey  with 
ber.  Hannah,  bad  (be  been  able  to 
come,  and  had  (be  aAoally  come,  I  couM 
have  done  well  enough  with.  WhaC 
do  I  keep  fellows  tdung  in  the  coqntry 
for,  but  to  fall  in  love,  and  even  to 
marry  thofe  whom  I  would  have  theni 
to  marry }  Nor»  upon  fecond  thoughts^ 
wonld  the  prefence  of  her  Norton,  or 
of  ber  aunt,  or  even  of  ber  mother^ 
have  faved  the  dear  creature,  bad  I  de- 
creed her  fall. 

Hqw  unequal  is  a  modeft  woman  to 
tbe  adventure,  when  (he  throws  ber- 
felf  into  tbe  power  of  a  rakef-^Punc« 
tilio  will,  at  any  time,  ftand  fbr  res. 
fon  with  fuch  an  one.  She  cannot 
bfcak  through  a  well-tefted  modelky. 
None  but  the  impudent  little  rogues, 
who  can  name  the  parfon  and 'the 
church  before  you  think  of  either,  and 
undrefs  and  go  to  bed  before  you'^the 
next  hour,  mould  think  of  running 
away  with  a  man.  « 

/        #        •  • 

I  AM  in  the  right  train  now.  Every 
bour^  I  doubt  oot,  ^PiUgiveme  an  en- 


CLARISSA  BARLOWC. 


37* 

dfsMS  inlQCtK  HI  fwtffeciMfit  of  tntt 
proiid  oeautf.  I  have  )uft  carried  tm" 
poGt0utfi  far  enough  to  mah  ber  iifrmd 
^  me\  apd  to  (hew  hcr,^  that  I  am  m 
nnimir*  Every  inftance  of  politenefs, 
9ow>  wUI  give  me  double  credit  with 
lier.  My  next  point  will  be  to  make 
lier  acjinowledge  a  lambtnt  flame,  a 
■reference  of  me  to  all  other  men,  at 
leaft:  and  then  my  huppy  hoar  it  not 
tut  olF.  An  achmvUaged  reciprocalit|i 
in  love  fan£iifies  every  little  fMdomi 
•nd  little  freedoms  beget  mater.  And 
if  (he  call  me  MmfuruUfi  can  call  ber 
grud.  The  fex love  to  be  called  cruel*, 
Many  a  time  have  I  cpmplained  of 
cruelty,  even  in  the  a£^  ot  yielding, 
tecanfe  J  Juiew  it  gratified  the  fair* 
•IM*ft  pride. 

Mentmmg  that  hi  had  ntfy  hinUdat 
Mr.  Selfird"j  ki^mgs  as  mi  im* 
fance  to  cmtfrm  *whai  he  had  told 
her 9  thai  Se  kaenv  of  none  in  Lpih" 
don  Jit  for  her,  hijajfs^ 

I  had  a  mind  to  alarm  her  with  fome* 
thing  fartheft  from  my  purpofe;  for  (at 
noch  as  Ihe  difliked  my  motion)  I  m- 
Uflid  nothing  by  it:  Mrs.  Ofgood  is  too 
pious  a  woman :  and  would  have  b«en 
more  her  friend  than  mine, 

I  had  a  vie>v»  moreaver>  tp  eive  her 
an  high  opimon  of  her  own  ugacity* 
1  love,  when  I  di^  a  pit,  to  ha¥e  my 
pey  tumble  in  with  fecure  feet,  and 
open  eyes:  then  a  man  can  look  down 
upon  ner,  with  an  <  O-bo,  charmer, 
•  hvw  eamejou  there  i^ 

MOKDAT,   AFRIl.  If* 

I  HAVB  juft  now  received  a  frefli 
niece  of  intelligence  from  my  agent, 
boneft  Jofeph  JLeman.  Thou  knoweft 
the  hiftory  of  poor  Mi/s  Betteiton  of 
Kottiogham.  James  Harlowe  is  plot- 
ting to  revive  the  refentments  ot  her 
family  againft  me.  Tiie  Uarlowes  took 
great  pains, fome  time  aeo^to  endeavour 
to  get  to  the  bottom  of  that  Aonr.  But 
BOW  the  foolilh  devils  are  relolved  to 
Qo  (bmething  id  it,  if  they  can»  My 
head  is  working  to  make  this  booby 
*lquire  a  plotter,  and  a  clever  fellow,  in 
^rder  to  turn  his  plots  to  my  ad  van - 
H^e,  fuppoiiQg  his  filler  (hall  aim  to 
Step  me  at  arms 'length  ivlen  iu  toavn^ 
^a  to  fend  me  from  her.    But  I  will. 


in  proper  time,  let  thee  fte  Tofepii*t  Iit< 
ter,  and  what  I  (hall  9nfner  to  it*. 
To  know  in  time  a  defi^ncd  mifchic^ 
is,  with  AM,  to  difapposnt  it,  and  to 
turn  it  upon  theootttover*s  head. 

Jofeph  is  plaguy  (queaaiafli  agabf 
but  I  know  he  only  intends  by  hit 

2ualms  to  TwcU  hia  ments  with  me.  O' 
clford,  lielfordl  whatavilecorTttpd- 
blc  rogue,  whether  in  poor  or  neb,  ia 
human  nature  I 


LETTER    XXXn. 

MIM  ROWB,  T6   IttSS  CLARISSA 

HARLOWB. 

[iK  AFSwaa  TO  LBTTaas  mv^-xni 

INCLVSITX.] 

TOISBAT,  AVaiL  A 

YOU  have  a  moft  implacable  fa- 
mily. Another  vifit  from  your 
uncle  Antony  hat  not  only  coniinncd 
my  mother  an  enemy  to  our  cuiicfpcB* 
dence,  but  has  almoft  put  her  uponr 
treading  in  their  ftepi* 

But  to  other  fubje6b  t 

You  plead  generonfly  fsrMr.  Hick- 
man. Perhaps,  with  vegotd  to  him,  I 
nay  have  done,  as  I  have  often  done  in 
finging— Begun  a  note  or  key  too  high  $ 
and  y^t,  rather  than  b^in  again,  ran- 
ceed,  though  I  ftrain  my  voice,  or  ipoil 
my  tune*  But  this  is  evident,  the  man 
is  the  more  obiervant  for  iti  and  you 
,  have  taught  me,  that  the  fpirtt  which  is 
the  humbler  for  ill  ufage,  will  be  ii^o* 
lent  upon  better.  So,  good  and  grave 
Mr.  Hickman,  keep  your  diftaace  a 
little  longer,  I  befeech  you.  You  have 
ere£led  an  altar  to  me;  and  I  hope  you 
will  not  refufe  to  bow  to  it. 

But  you  a(k  me.  If  I  would  treat  Mr. 
I«ovelace,  were  he  to  be  in  Mr.  Uick<^ 
man's  place,  as  1  do  Mr.  Hickman  > 
Why  really,  my  dear,  I  believe  I  (hould 
not. — I  have  been  very  iagelv  confider* 
ingthis  point  of  behaviour  (m  general) 
on  both  fides  in  courtlhipj  and  I  will 
very  candidl v  tell  you  the  refult.  I  have 
concluded,  tiiat  politene(s»  even  to  ex- 
cefs,  is  nectflary  on  the  men^a  part,  to 
bring  us  to  liilen  to  their  firft  addrdfes, 
in  order  to  induce  us  to  bow  our  necks 
to  a  yoke  fio  unequal.  But,  upon  ny 
confcience,  I  venr  much  doubt  whether 
R  little  intermingled infoltnoeianetre* 
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^fite  from  tbeflii  ta  keep  op  that  in- 
tcreft,  when  tkku  it  bat  got  f6f^mg. 
Men  omft  oot  kt  ot  fee,  that  w«  can 
mkefooltofthem.  And  I  thittk,  that 
fimih  love;  that  it  to  fay*  a  paifion 
without  robtj  in  other  woixlt,  a  palHon 
wthoot  pallion;  it  like  a  ieep^r  ftream 
diat  it  hardW  feen  to  ftf^  motion  to  a 
tiiw.  80  that,  fomettmet  to  make  vt 
far,  and  cveoyxfor  a  fliort  fpace,  toAji// 
tk  wmch,  it  prodnaivf  of  the  mt- 
IrtfTf  extreme. 
It  thit  be  fo,  LoTelace,  than  whom  no 

I  man  wat  ever  more  polite  and  obfe* 
qviout  at  the  begimntig,  hat  hit  the  very 

'  pmnt.  For  his  turbulence  JSna^  hit 
jeadineft  to  oflEend,  and  his  equal  rea- 
diReft  to  humble  himfelf,  (at  he  it 
kaown  to  be  a  man  of  fenie,  and  of 
coorage  too)  muft  keep  a  woman *8  paf- 
ibn  aJivo}  and  at  lail,  tire  her  into  a 
M»>refiftance  that  Aall  make  her  at 

CCve  at  a  tjrrant-hufbaad  woi4d  wi(b 
rlobe. 

I  verily  think,  that  the  difRnvnt  be- 
hayjovr  of  onr  two  heraet  to  their  he- 
iiDinet  maktf  out  thit  doArine  to  de- 
monftration.  I  am  fe  much  accuftoaMd, 
for  my  own  part,  to  Hickman's  whin- 
jmgt  cveepinff,  fubmiifivecomtiliip,  that 
I  now  ezfRKC  Lnoching  but  whine  and 
oinge  fromhimt  and  am  fo  little  moved 
With  hit  oonfenle,  |hat  I  am  fttquently 
traced  to  go  to  my  harpGchord,  to  keep 
me  awake,  and  to  filence  hit  humdrum* 
Whereat  Lovelace  keept  vp  the  ball 
with  a  wttiiefs,  and  all  bit  addrctt  and 
coBveriktion  if  ofie  conthtnal  game  nf 
hmteu 

Your  frequent  <|ttarre!t  and  recon- 
ciKationt  verify  thit  obfervation :  and 
1  really  believe,  that,  could  Hickmai^ 
have  kept  my  attention  alive  after  the 
I  JLovelace  manner,  only  that  he  had  pre- 
fiw«d  bit  moralt,  I  fliould  have  mar- 
tied  kbe  man  by  this  tithe.  But  then 
brnraft  have ySr/Mf  accordingly.  For 
mow  he.  can  never,  never  recover  him- 
i  felf,  tbat*t  certain;  but  mnft  be  a  dang- 
2er  to  the  end  of  the  courtihip-chapter; 
and,  whac  is  ftili  woric  for  him,  a  pal*- 
#re  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

«  Poor  Hickman!'  perhaps  you^U 

««y. 

I  have  been  ddled  yonr  echo-«^<  Poor 
1  HIctLoaanr  fiiy  I. 

You  wonder,  my  dear,  that  Mr. 
M4ivelawe  took  not  notice  to  yon  over« 
aig^  of  the  lettert  of  Lady  Betty,  and 
lit  coufio.    I  dp&*t  like  hit  keeping 


Ihch  a  matfriat  and  fv(Mv#  eircnm- 
tanee,  at  I  inav  call  it,  ont  moment 
from  you .  By  lut  com  mnntcating  tha 
contentt  of  them  to  you  next  day.whe^ 
voQ  wat  angry  with  him,  it  looks  as  if 
he  witheld  nem  for  ue^fiaiuil f4te^s% 
and  if  ib,  muft  he  not  have  had  a  fort- 
thoii^ht  that  he  might  g)fve  yon  caufi 
for  anger  f  Of  all  the  cireumftancea  1 
that  have  happened  fince  you  have  been- 
with  him,  I  tnink  I  like  this  the  leaft. 
Thit  alone,  my  dear,  fmall  at  it  might 
look  to  an  inJ^erent  eye,  in  mim  war- 
rantt  all  your  caution.  Yet  I  think, 
that  Mrt.  Oreme*s  letter  to  her  fifter 
SorlingS)  his  repeated  motiont  for 
Hannim't  attendance^  and  for  that  of 
one  of  the  widow  Sorlingt's  dauffhtert| 
and,  above  all,  for  that  of  Mrt.Norton) 
are  agreeable  covnterl>alancet.  Wert 
it  not  for  thefe  circumftaneet,  I  ibould 
havefaid  a  great  deal  more  of  the  other* 
Yet  what  a  foolilh  fellow,  to  let  yo« 
know  over-ni^ht  that  he  IhuL  fuch  iet« 
terti— I  can*t  tell  what  to  make  of 
him. 

I  am  pleafed  with  the  conttntt  of  theib 
ladiet  letters.  And  the  more,  at  I  hara 
oaufed  the  family  to  \/t  again  founded, 
and  And  that  they  are  all  at  defirous  aa 
ever  of  yonr  alliance. 

They  really  are  (every  one  of  them) 
your  very  mat  admirers.  And,  as  for 
Lord  M.  he  it  fo  much  pleafed  with 
jroa,  and  with  the  confidence,  at  he  ealla 
It,  ^hich  yo«  have  repofed  in  his  ne. 
phewy  that  he  vowt  he  will  di (inherit 
nim,  if  he  reward  it  not  as  he  ought. 
You  mnft  take  care,  that  you  lofe  not 
both  families. 

I  hear  Mn.  Norton  is  enjoined,  aa 
ftie  valuet  the  favour  of  the  ctbir  fa« 
mily,  not  tpcorrefpond  either  with  yoa 
or  with  me-^Poor  creatures!— But  they 
are  your— Yet  the]^  are  not  your  nta-' 
tiws  neither,  I  believe.  Had  you  had 
any  other  nuric,  I  (hould  have  concluded 
you  had  been  changed.  I  Aiffer  by  their 
low  malice— Excufe  me  therefore. 

You  really  hold  this  man  to  his  good 
behaviour  with  more  fpirit  thanlthought 
you  miftrefsof)  efpecialty  when  I  judged 
of  you  by  that  meeknefs  which  you  aU 
ways  contended  for,  as  the  proper  dif. 
tinftion  of  the  female  charafker;  and  by 
the  love  which  (think  as  you  pleafe) 
you  certainly  have  for  him.  You  may  • 
rather  be  proud  of  than  angry  at  the  im  •  ]^ 

ritationj  fince  you  are  the  only  woman* 
evei'  knew|  read|  or  heard  of,  whofe 

lov^ 
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'  love  wM  lb*m«cb  |;a^«mo(l  b^riier  pr«- 
<knce.  But  when  once  the  IrMifkrenot^ 
th«  biifti«n4l  takes  place  of  the  ardour 
•f  tbe  lover,  it  will  be  j>Mi»  turtts  and^ 
if  I  am  not  niftaken,  Uiis  man,  who  is 
tbe  only  lelf- admirer  1  ever  knew  who 
was  not  a  coxcomb,  will  rather  in  fait 
4ay  expe^  homage  than  pay  it. 

Your  handfome  hufbafids',  my  dear, 
make  a  life's  heart  ache  very  often  i 
;tnd  though  you  are  as  £ne  a  p^on  of  a 
woman,  at  tbe  leaft,  as  he  is  of  a  man, 
be  wiU  take  too  much  delight  in  bimfeff' 
fo  think  bimfelf  morelndebted  to  your 
JFavoiir,  than  you  ai'e  to  bis  diftinaion 
«nd  preference  of  you.  But  no  iban, 
take  ypuc  £ner  mind  with  yQur  rtry  fine 

rerfon,  can  deierve  you.  So  ^oU  muft 
e  contented^  ihould  your  merit  be  un- 
deftfated  $  fince  that  mufl  be  fo,  marry 
'  whoriiybuwill.  Perhaps  yott will  tbtnk 
lindii  (ge  tbefe  fort  of  reflediQiia  againft 
your  Naiciffules  of  meft,  to  keep  my 
mother's  cboice  for  me  of  Hickman  iil 
^untenancc  with  myfolf— Idot*ik«ow 
but  there  is  fomething  in  it  j  at  leftft> 
tfnotigh  CO  bave  given  birtb  tio  the  re. 
i«aiOr». 

I  think  there  ^n  h^  no  objedion  to 
your  going  to  London.  There,  as  in 
the  centre,  you  will  be  in  the  way  of 
bearing*  fix>m  every -body,  and  Tending 
to  any -body.  And  ih^  youwill  put 
all  bis  Sincerity  to  the  te^,  aS  to  bis. pro* 
wi/ed  abfence^  and  fuch-like^ 

But  indeed,  my  dear,  I  think  yoil  have 
nothing  for  it  but  manjage.  You  may 
try  (that  you  may  fay  you  A<i«;^  tried) 
what  your  relations  can  b<  brought  to; 
but  the  moment  they  rcfufe  your  pro* 
y}\'i\%^  Aibmit  to  tbe  Yoke,  and  make, 
the  beii  of  it.  He  will  he  a  favage  in- 
deed, if  he  makes  you  fpeak  out.  Yet, 
it  is  my  opinion,  that  you  mufi  bend  a 
IFtrle )  for  he  cannot  bear  to  be  thought 
flight ly  of. 

This  was  one  of  bis  fpeecbes  oAcej  { 
believe  defigncd  for  me — *  A  woman 

*  wHq  means  one  day  to  favour  her  lover 

*  with  her  J>and,  fhould  Hiew  the  world, 

*  for  her  onAjn  (ake,  that  Aie  diftinguiflies ' 

*  him  from  the  common  herd.* 

Shall  1  give  you  another  fine  fentence 
of  his,  and  in  the  true  libertine ftile,  a« 
be  rpoke  it,  throwing  out  his  challeng* 
ing  hand? — D — n  him,  if  he  wouTd* 
marry  the  firit  pfincefs  onetirth,  if  he 
but  thought  ftie  balanced  a  minute  in 
Utr  choic:  of  bi/tf^  urof  an  emperor n 


M\  tbe  worlds  in  ibort^  ctpA^ 
to  \vK9t  this  ■isn.  Tbey  tunk^  tte 
you  kft  your  father's  biooft  for  this 
very  purport.  Tbe  longer  the  ceraMj 
is  delayed,  the  worfe  appearancettww 
have  in  the  world's  eye.  Attd  it  wiil 
not  be  tbe  fault  of  iome  of  yioor  tda** 
tions,  if  a  flttr  be  not  thrown npoil  yov 
repdtatton^  while  you  continue  m* 
inarrted.  Your  uncle  Antonr,  in  par. 
ticoIar»  fpeaks  rough  and  vile  thincs, 
grounded  upon  the  morals  of  bis  ^rmrr 
Orfoa*  But' '  iritberto  your  admirable 
charafter  has  ami  doted  the  poiibn)  tbe 
detraftor  is  defpifed,  and  e  very-one's  in* 
dignation  raifed  againft  him. 

I  have  writtfen  through  many  inter* 
ruptions :  and  you  will  Ttc  the  firfi  flitet 
creaftd  and  rumpled,  oceafioned  by  pat« 
tinff  it  into  my  bofom,  on  my  mother'*! 
fucKlen  coming  upon  me.  We  have  bad 
one  very  pretty  debate,  I  will  afliitc 
you;  bvt  it  is  notVorth  while  to  trouble 
you  with  the  particulars. — ^Bnt  upon 
ray  word— QMo' matter  l!hdiigb. 

Your  Hannah  cannot -attend  yon. 
The  -poor  gkl  left  her  place  about  a 
fortnight  ago,  on  aocount  of  a  rhenma*- 
tick  diforder,  which  haaconfined  hertil 
herrooidevecfince.  Shebdrftintotean* 
when  Kitty:  carried  to  her  four  defisi 
of  having  her  ^th  yoo  ^ -  and  called  berv 
fejf  dooWy  unhappy,  thatfliecould  nol 
vratf  upon  a  miftrefa  whom  die  Ai  «kariy 
loved* 

Had  my  mother  anfwered  my  vriftes, 
I  (houid  hare  been  forry  Mr.  Lovelaoe 
bad  been  tbe/nf -propoler  of  my  Kitty 
for  your  attendant,  till  Hannah  oonld 
corae.Tbbe  attogetberamong'^raMgers, 
and  a  ftrangei-  to  attend  you  every  time 

S>u  rtmtove,  is  a  very  dilagreenbic  tlitn|f« 
Qt  yonr  -coniiderateneU  and  boonty 
will  make  yon  faithful  ones  wiierevef 
you  go. 

"You  muft  take  your  own  way?  bntif 
you  fufier  any  inconvenience,  eitberasm 
cloaths  or  money,  that  it  is  in  ray  power 
to  remedy,  I  will  never  forp've  yon.  Mf 
qiotber  (if  tbat  be  your  ob)e6lion)  neisi 
not  know  any  •thing  of  the  matter. 

We  have  all  our  defe£ls ;  we  baTcof^ 
ten  regretted  the  particular  fault,  whic^ 
though  in  venerable  chara6tei-8»  wenndl 
have  been  blind  not  to  fee. 

I  remember  what  yon  onc^fiudM 
me;  and' the  caution  was  goodt  *  Lcf: 
*  us,  my  Nancy,'  were  your  wordtj 
4  let  US)  who  have  not  tht  fam^  failitisB^ 
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'  at  tlole  we  cenAire,  guar4  again  ft 
^  tier  und  g^foter  in  ourfel^es.*  Ne- 
vertfaelcft  I  roud  needs  uU  you,  that 
ny  «Bother  has  vexed  mt  a  little  very 
kteiy,  l>y  foane  inftanoes  of  her  jealous 
narrewneTi.  I  will  mention  one  of 
theoi,  chough  I  did  not  intend  it.—  - 
Sbc  wanted  to  boiTow  thirty  guineas  of 
mc:  o«^  while  ibe  got  a  note  changed. 
I  fiiid,  I  could  lend  her  but  eight  of 
ten.  £igHt  or  ten  would  not  do :  flie 
thought  I  was  much  richer.  I  could 
have  told  her,  I  was  much  cunningef 
duo  to  let  her  know  my  ftockj  which, 
M  a  review,  I  find  ninety- five  guineas; 
and  all  of  them  moft  heartily  at  your 
lenrice» 

I  believe  your  uncle  Tony  put  her 
upon  this  wife  projeft;  for  flie  was  but 
tscajb  in  an  hour  after  he  left  her.  If 
be  did,  yoo  will  judee  that  tbey  intend 
to  diftrcfs  you.  If  it  will  provoke jr9« 
to  demand  your  own  ill  a  le^l  way,  t 
wiih  they  would  $  fince  their  putting 
9«u  ujpon  that  courie  will  juftify  the 
neceuty  of  your  leavine  them.  A^id 
as  it  is  not  for  your  credit  to  own,  that 
you  were  tricked  away  contrary  to  your 
mtention,  this  would  affondareafon  for 
Jroor  going  off,  that  I  (hould  make  v^ry 
good  ufe  of.  You'll  fiee,  that  I  approve 
of  Lovclace*s~ advice  upon  this  fubje^. 
1  am  n«t  willing  to  allow  the  weight  to 
yomranfwerto  him  on  thatbead.which 
pcriiaps  ought  to  be  allowed  it*. 

ITou  moi  be  the  lefs  furpriztd  at  the 
inventions  of  thia  man,  becaufe  of  hit 
fmoomoion  talents .  Whatever  he  had 
•nrsied  his  head  ro,  he  would  haw  ex- 
pelled in;  or  been  (or  clone  things)  ex- 
traordinary. He  is  faid  to  be  reven^- 
M. :  a  very  bad  equality!  I  believe,  in- 
deed, he  is  a  devil  in  every- thing  but  his 
liiot^— This,  therefore,  is  my  repeated 
^yssW"  Provoke  him  not  too  much 
4^gaioft  ydurfelf :  but  unchain  him,  and 
let  htm  looTe  upon  your  fifter's  vile 
Mttty,  and  your  brother's  Jofeph  Le- 
itoan.  This  is  refenting  iow:  but  I 
§noofW  to  whom  1  write,  oretfe  I  would 
^a  good  deal  higher ,  I'll  a  flu  re  you. 

yofir  next,  I  luppofe,  will  be 'from 
I  Xondon.  Fray  dire^l  it,  and  your  fu- 
.icm  letters,  uH  further  notice,  to  Mr. 
LfiicJcn>an,<at  his  own  houfe.  He  is  en  - 
|ilfiely  devoted  to  you.  Don*t  take  To 
p^eavihy  my  mother's  partiality  and  pre- 

Ki4*c^*'  ^  ^^P*  ^  **"  P^^  *  baby. 

^  tfeaven  picfcjve  you,  and  make  you 


as  happy  as  I  think  you  del^rre  to  b% 
prays^iMfr  e^/er-afeSitmati 

AnnaHo\v«. 
LETTER    XXXIir. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOW£,  TO  Mist 
HOW£« 

WEDK.  MOKN.  APSXl  l^. 

rAm  glad,  my  dear  friead,  that  yea 
approve  of  my  removal  to  London. 
The  dif^igreement  between  your  mo^ 
tWand  you  givesraeinexpreflible  af- 
fliction. I  hope  I  think  you  both  morn 
unhappy  than  you  are.  But  I  befeecll* 
you  let  me  know  the  particulars  of  the 
debate  you  call  a  'very  fretp  om.  I  an^ 
wellacquainted  with  vourdulea.  Whe« 
I  am  infornned  of  the  whole,  let  yout 
mother  have  been  ever  To  feverc  upoit 
tne,  1  (hall  be  eafier  a  great  deal.-* 
Faulty  people  (boold  rither deplore  th« 
occafion  they  have  given  for  anger  tha% 
refent  it. 

If  I  am  to  be  obliged  to  any.body.iR 
England  for  money,  it  (hall  be  to  you^ 
Your  niother  need  not  knoir  of  your 
kindnefs  to  me,  you  fay-|.Bu^ile•l9V«& 
know  it,  if  it  be  done,  and  if  (he  chaJ* 
lenge  my  beleved  friend  upon  it|  for 
-would  you  either  falGfy  or  prevaricate? 
'^<-I  wiA  vour  mother  could  be  made 
eafy  on  this  head.— Forgive  me,  xaf 
drar.—- But  I  know— Yet  once  (he  had 
a  better  opinion  of  me.«— O  my  incon* 
fiderate  raflineTsl^-Excufe  me  onc« 
more,  I  pray  you.— Pride,  when  it  t% 
nativeif  will  me>v  itfelf  toroetimea  in  thn 
midft  of  mortiiicatioos-^ut  my  ilo^ 
mach  is  down  al  ready  • 
«      « 

I  AM  unhappy  that  I  cannot  have  my 
worthy  Hannah .  I  am  forry  for  the  poor 
creature's  illuefs  as  for  my  own  difap- 
^ointment  by  it.  Come,  my  dear  Mi(« 
Howe,  fince  you  prefs  mc  to  be  beholden 
to  you;  and  would  think  me  proud  if  I 
ablblutely  rcfufed  your  favour;  ppay 
be  Co  good  as  to  fend  her  two  guineas  in 
my  name. 

If  I  hive  nothing  for  it,  as  you  f  i"^ 
but  matrimony,  it  yields  a  little  con'i- 
fort,  that  his  relations  do  not  dcfpife  the 
fugitive f  as  perfoni  of  their  rank  ai  ^ 
ouality-piide  might  be  fuppofcd  to  d<^, 
tor  having  heen  a  fugitive. 


•  See  page  z^i* 
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But,  O'my  cruel » thrice  cmel  uncle  I 
to  fuppofe — But  my  heart  checks  my 
pen^  and  will  not  let  it  proceed,  on  an 
tntimation  fo  extremely  (hocking  as 
that  which  he  fuppofes!— Yet,  if  thus 
they  have  been  perfuaded^  no  wonder  if 
they  are  irreconcileable. 

This  is  all  my  hard-hearted  brother^s 
doings!-^ His  furmiiings— God  for- 
giTe  him— Prays  his  injured  fifter! 

LETTER    XXXIV. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HAIILOWE9  TO  MISS 
HOW£. 

TRVR80AT, APtIL  OO. 

MR.  Lovelace's  fervant  is  already 
returned  with  an  anfwer  from 
his  friend  Mr.  Boleman,  who  has  taken 
pains  in  his  enquiries,  and  is  very  par- 
ticular. Mr.  Lovelace  brou^t  me  the 
letter  as  foon  as  hfi  had  read  its  and  as 
he  now  knows  that  I  acquaint  you  with 
every-thinff  that  ofKnrs,  I  defired  him  to 
let  me  fend  it  to  you  for  your  p^fruial. 
Be  ple&fed  to  return  it  bv  the  firft  o|>. 
portunity.  You  will  fee  by  it,  that  his 
•friends  in  town  have  a  notion,  that  we 
fure  aflually  married. 

'  TO  ROBERT  LOVELACE,  ESQ. 

*  TUSSnAT  MIGHT,  ATaiL  iS* 
<  DEAB  SIB, 

*  T  Am  extremely  rejoiced  to  hear, 
^  *  that  we  (half  fo  ioon  have  you  in 

*  town,  after  fo  long  an  abfence.  You 

*  will  be  the  more  welcome  ftill,  if 

*  what  report  fays  be  truej  which  is, 

<  that  you  are  ailuaUy  marriid  to  the 

<  fair  lady  upon  whom  we  have  heard 
'  you  make  fuch  encomiums.  Mrs. 
/  Doleman,  and  my  fifter,  both  with 

*  you  joy  if  you  are ;  and  joy  upon  your 

*  near  profpe6fc  if  you  are  not. 

*  I  have  been  in  town  for  this  week 
'  paft,  to  get  help,  if  I  could,  from  my 

*  paralytic  complaints;  and  am  in  a 

*  courfe  for  them.     Which,  nevcrthe- 

<  lefs,  did  not  prevent  me  from  making 

*  the  defired  enquiries.    This  is  the 

*  refult. 

*  You  may  have  .a  firil  floor,  well 

*  furnifiied,  at  a  mercer's  in  Bedford 

*  Street.  Covcnt  Garden,  with  conve- 

*  nieiices  for  fervants;  and  thefc  either 

*  by  tl)€  quarter  or  month.  The  terms 
'  according  to  the  coavcnieQce«  re- 
«  quired. 


*  Mrs.  Doleman  has  feen  todMgtifl 
Norfolk  Street,  and  others  m  Cecil 
Street!  but  though  the  profocftsto 
the  Thames  and  Surry  HiUs  look  in- 
viting from  both  thefe  ftreett,  yet  I  | 
'fuppofe  they  are  too  near  the  city. 

*  The  owner  of  thofc  in  Norfolk 
Street  would  have  half  the  houie  jo 
together.  It  would  be  too  much  nr 
your  defcription  therefore :  and  I 
fuppofe,  that  vhen  yon  think  fit  to 
declare  your  marriage,  you  will  banl- 
ly  be  in  lodgings. 

'  Thofe  in  Cecil  Street  are  neat  snd 
convenient.  The  owner  is  a  widow 
of  good  charafter;  but  ibe  ixMh 
that  you  take  them  for  a  twelvcmontk 
certain. 

*  You  may  have  good  accommoda* 
tions  in  Dover  Street,  at  a  vndow'Sy 
the  relift  of  an  ofiicer  in  the  gosrdi* 
who  dying  foon  after  be  had  pur- 
chafed  his  commiffion,  (to  wbicn  he 
had  a  good  title  by  fervice,  and  which 
coft  him  moft  part  of  what  he  had)  fte 
twos  qbligid  to  Utt  lodgings, 

*  This  may  poilibly  be  an  objeftion. 
But  (he  is  very  careful,  flie  lays,  that 
(he  takes  no  16dgers,  but  oi  Jigati 
and  reputatioH,  She  rents  two  good 
houfes,  diftantfrom  each  other,  only 
joined  by  a  iarge  baadfome  fafe^* 
The  inner-boufe  is  the  genteelcft,  and 
very  elegantly  fumi(hed{  but  you 
may  have  the  ufe  of  a  very  haadlomi 
parlour  in  ihtnouter-boufi^  if  fo« 
chufe  to  look  into  the  ftreet. 

*  A  little  garden  belongs  to  the  inser- 
houfe,  in  which  the  old  gentle womaa 
has  difplayed  a  true  female  fancy  { 
having  cmmmed  it  with  vaies,  flower* 
pots^and  figures,  without  number. 

'  As  thefe  lodgings  (eemed  tomeffai 
moft  likely  to  pleue  you,  I  waa  mois^ 
particular  in  myenquiriesaboiicthea* 
The  apartments  Hie  has  to  lett  are  ia 
the  inner-hou(es  they  are  adisiiig' 
room,  two  neat  parlours,  a  wicS* 
drawing-room,  two  or  three  hami* 
ibmebM-cbambers;  onewithaprett} 
light  clofet  in  it,  which  looks  isM 
the  little  garden,  all  fumiflied  iH 
tafte. 

*  A  dignified  cUrgynuoh  his  oo^ 
and  matden-daugbter,  were  the  lal 
who  lived  in  them.  They  have  hd 
lately  quitted  them,  on  his  being  fn^ 
fented  to  a  confiderable  charnr  pc<| 
ferment  in  Ireland.  The  goi^ ' 
man  fays  that  he  took  the  lac, 
but  for  iiree  moftthj  certain  %  but 
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'  them  tnd  bir  nfitgi  fo  well,  that  he 
'  continned  io  them  t^we  years  \  and 

*  left  them  with  regrety^  though  on  fo 

*  good  aa  aceovot.  She  bragged,  that 
'  this  was  the  way  of  all  the  lodgers  fhe 

*  efer  had,  who  ftaid  with  her  four 

*  times  as  lot^  as  they  atfirft  mt ended, 

'  I  had  ibme  knowledge  of  the  co- 

*  knel,  who  was  always  looked  upon 

*  at  a  roan  of  honour.    His  reli^  I 

*  never  ikw  before.    I  think  (he  has  a 

*  wuLfeuiine  air^  and  is  a  Utile  forbidding 

*  atfrjl:  bot  when  I  faw  her  behaviour 

*  totwoiigntMt  maiden  gentlewomen  f 
<  herhuira»d*s  nieces,  whom,  for  thai 

*  reaibn^  (be calls  dokhfy  hers,  and  heard 

*  dieir  praifes  of  ber,  I  could  impute 

*  her  very  bulk  to  good-humours  ">>^ 
'  we  ieldom  fee  your  (bur,    peevi(h 

*  people,  plump.  She  lives  reputabh^ 
'  and  is^  as  I  find,  aforeband  in  the 
•world. 

'  If  theie,  or  any  other  of  the  lodg- 
'  ittgs  I  hare  mentioned,  be  not  alto- 
'  gether  to  your  lady*s  mind,  (he  may 

*  continue  in  them  tbe  lefs  tubile,  and 

*  cbnfe  others  f^  herfeJf. 

*  The  widow  oonlents  that  you  (ball 
•  *  take  them  for  a  munth  only^  and  'Uihat 

*  of  them  you  pleafe.    The  terms,  (he 

*  fays,  (be  will  not  fall  out  upon,whea 

*  mt  knows  what  your  lady  expeds» 

<  and  what  her  fervants  are  to  do,  or 
'  jMfr/wiU  undertake  \  for  (be  obferved 

*  that  fervants  are  generally  worfe  to 

<  deal  with,  than  their  mafters  or  mif- 

*  tre(re». 

<  The  lady  may  board  or  not,  as  (he 

<  plea(cs. 

*  Aft  weyi^^i^/Mf  ffuvTfri/,  but  that 

*  you  have  real'on,  fron^  family  diffe* 

<  jcBcea,  to  keep  it  private  for  the  pre- 

*  lent,  I  thought  it  not  amifs  to  hint  as 

*  aach  to  the  widow,  (but  as  uncer- 

*  tamly^  boweverj)  and  a(ked  her,  if  (he 
^  couidt  in  that  cafe,  accommodate  you 

*  and  your  fervants,  as  well  as  the  lady 

*  and  hers?  She  faid^  (he  could  $  and 

*  wifted  by  all  means,  it  were  to  befo; 
«  fiace  the  circumftance  of  a  perfon's 
'  hnag  fis^^  \i  not  as  well  recora- 

*  mended  as  this  lady,  was  one  of  her 
'  ufiudMxetptionf. 

.  *  If  none  of  thefe  lodgines  pleafe, 
^  you  need  not  doubt  very  handfonie 
'  «iies  in  or  near  Hanover  Square,  So- 
f  bo  Square^  Golden  Square,  or  in 
fane  of  the  new  ftreets  about  Grof. 
k  ^  vnor  Square.  And  Mrs^  Doleman, 
^  Jkt  iifteFj  and  myfelf^  moft  cordially 


'  join  to  offer  to  jrour  good  lady  the 

*  beft  accommodations  we  can  make 

*  for  her  at  Uxbridge,  (and  alfo  for 
^  you,  if  you  are  the  happy  man  we 

*  wi(h  you  to  be)  till  (be  (its  berfelf 
'  more  to  her  mind. 

*  Let  me  add,  that  the  lodeingrs  at 
«  the  mercer's,  tbofc  in  Cecil  Street/ 

*  thofe  at  the  widow's  in  Dover  Street, 
'  any  of  them,  may  be  entered  up^ii 
<  at  a  day's  warning.     I  am,  my  aear 

*  Six  ^yourfatcere  and  e^eSlionate friend 

*  anafervantf 

<TmO.  DOLEMAN.* 

You  will  eafily  guefs,  my  dear,  when 
jou  have  read  tne  letter,  <whicb  lodg- 
ings I  made  choice  of.  But  fir/l  to  try 
bim  ^as  in  fo  material  a  point  I  thought 
I  coutd  not  be  too  circumfpe£l)  I  Teem- 
ed to  prefer  thofe  in  Nuifolk  Street, 
for  the  very  reafon  the  writer  gives  why 
be  thought  I  would  noti  that  is  to  fay, 
for  it's  neighbourhood. to  a  city  fo  well 

S>^erned  as  London  is  faid  to  be.  Nor 
ould  I  have  di diked  a  lodging  in  the 
heart  of  it,  having  heard  but  indiiFe- 
rent  accounts  of  the  liberties  fometimes 
taken  at  tlie  other  end  of  the  town.— 
Then  feeming  to  incline  to  the  lodgings 
in  Cecil  Street— Then  to  the  mercer's. 
But  he  made  no  vifible  preference:  and 
when  I  alked  his  opinion  of  the  widow- 
gentlewoman^s,  he  faid.  He  thought 
thofe  the  mod  to  mv  tafte  and  conv?ni  • 
ence.  But  as  he  noped  that  I  would 
think  lodgings  nece^ary  but  for  a  very 
little  while,  he  knew  not  which  to  give 
bis  vote  for.  • 

I  then  fixed  upon  the  widow's;  and 
he  has  written  accordingly  to  Mr. 
Doleman,  n^aking  my  compliments  to 
his  lady  and  (ifter,  for  their  kir.d  ofii:r. 

I  am  to  have  the  dining-room,  the 
bed-chamber  with  the  light  clofet,  (of 
which,  if  I  ftay  any  time  at  the  wi- 
dow's, I  (hall  make  great  ufe)  and  a 
fervant*s  room;  and  we  propofe  to  fet 
out  on  Saturday  morning.  As  for  a 
maid-fervant,  poor  Hannah's  illnefsis 
a  great  difappomtment  to  me;  but,  as 
heobferves,  I  can  make  the  widow  fa- 
tisfaftion  for  one  of  hers,  till  I  can  get 
a  fervant  to  my  mind.  And  you  know, 
I  want  not  much  attendance. 

Ma.  Lovelace  has  juft  now,  of  hit 

own  accord,  given  me  five  guineas  for 

poor  Hannah.    I  fend  them  incloftd. 

Be  fo  good  at  to  caufe  them  to  be  con- 

3  B»  reyed 


S78 


CI/ARISSA    HARLOWB. 


vfy«d  to  her;  and  to  let  ber  know  from 
whom  thc/camc. 

He  has  obliged  me  much-  by  thkfit. 
tU  mark  of  his  confideratcnef*.  In- 
deed I  have  had  the  better  opinion  of 
him  ever  fince  be  propofed  her  rsturti 
tome. 

#    '   # 
iHAVBJaflnow  aftother  inifence  of 

1)18  confidcratcncft.  He  came  to  me, 
«nd  faid,  that,  on  feeond  thoughts,  he 
could  not  bear  that  I  fhould  go  up  to 
town  without  fome  attendant,  were  it 
but  for  the  look  -of  the  thing  to  the 
London  widow  and  her  nieces,  who, 
According  to  his  friend's  account,  Ihved 
ft^ genUeuy\  and  cijjecially  as  I  required 
bhrt  to  Ufi've  me  Jbm  after  1  arrrved 
there y  and  io  would  be  lef^  alone  anrang 
Arangcrs.  He  therefore  thought,  thai 
I  might  engage  Mrs.  Sorlings  to  lend 
we  one  of  her  two  maids,  or  let  one  of 
lier  daughters  go  up  with  me,  and  ftay 
till  I  were  provided.  And  if  the  lat- 
ter, the  young  gentlewoman,  no  doubt, 
would  be  glad  of  fo  good  an  opportu- 
nity to  fee  the  curiofities  of  the  town, 
and  would  be  a  proper  attendant  on  the 
fame  occafions. 

I  told  him,  as  I  had  done  before,  that 
the  two  young  gentlewomen  were  io 
equally  ufeful  in  their  way,  and  fer> 
Tants  in  a  bof^  farm  were  fo  little  to 
f>e  {pared,  that  I  ihonld  be  loth  to 
take  them  oif  their  laudable  employ* 
snents.  Nor  fliould  I  think  much  of 
diverfions  for  one  while;  and  fothelefs 
want  an  attendant  out  of  doors. 

And  now,  my  dear,  left  any-thing 
ihould  happen,  in  fo  variable  a  fitna- 
tion  as  mine,  to  over-clotid  my  pro- 
fpejls,  (which  atprefent  are  more  pro- 
mi  (ing  than  ever  yet  they  have  been 
lince  1  quitted  Harlowe  Place)  I  will 
fnatch  the  opportunity  to  fubfcribemy- 
{c\fjour  not  unhoping,  and  ever-Mged 
froxd  oftd  fervantf 

Cl.  Harlowb. 
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MR.    LOVELACE,    TO   JOHN  BBL« 
FORD,  ESQ^ 


H 


THVKSDAT,  APaiX,  20« 

'E  begins  ivitb  communicating  to 
him  the  letter  be  ivrote  to  Mr, 
Doleman,  to  procure  fuitabk  lodg^ 
ifigs  in  tcnvn,  and  wbicb  bi/eitt 


away  ly  the  iadfs  affnbaita*. 
tuuL  then  gi'ves  finr  a  .efy  ef  ila       \ 
anfiuter^  tB  it :  {See  fmge  376,  577) 
vpms'wbichbetbusexprejfeibimfi^ 

TBOU*knoweft  the  widow;  thoit 
knoweft  her  oiects;  thou  knowvft  fbc 
lodgings :  and  didft  thou  ever  read  a 
letter  moise  artfully  couched*  than  this 
of  TomDoleman?  Every  poffibie  ob- 
je£licn  antieipacedt  Every  accidnt 
provided  againii!  Every  tittle  of  it  plot- 
proof! 

Who  could  forbear  fmiling,  tefe* 
my  charmer,  like  a  fafcical  dean  and 
chapter,  chufe  what  was  befo^  chofeit 
for  her}  «Fid  fagaciouHy  («8  tbey^iA 
form  to  pcayers,  tliat  Heaven  would  di- 
rect their  choice)  pondertitg  upon  thtf 
different  propofals,  as  if  iie  wonld 
make  me  believe,  (he  had  a  mind  iot 
fome  other?  I'he  dear  fly  rogue  looking 
upon  me,  too,  with  a-  view  to  diteover 
fome  emotion  in  me.  Emotions  1  had} 
but  I  can  cell  her,  that  thev  lay  deeper 
thftn  her  eye  could  i«acb,  though  it  had 
been  a  fun -beam. 

No  confidence  in  me.  fair-onel  None 
at  all,  'tis  plain.  Thoii  wilt  not,  iR  I 
were  inclined  to  change  my  views,  en- 
courage me  by  a  generous  reliaHoe  on 
my  honour!— And  (halt  it  be  faid; 
that  I,  a  mafter  of  arts  in  love,  tali 
he  over-matched,  by  lb  unpra^iM  a 
novice? 

But  to  iee  theeharmer  fo  far  fati^cd 
with  my  contrivance,  as  to  borrow  my 
friend's  letter,  tn  order  to  fatisfy  Mils 
Howelikewife! 

Silly  little  rognes!  to  walk  o«t  into 
by-paths  on  the  (Irength  •f- their  owit 
judgment  !—• When  nothing  but  «aMr- 
rience  can  enable  ihem  to  di6ppotnf 
us,  and  teach  them  grandmofber-wfT^ 
dom!  When  they  ^a^;^  it  indeed,  thetf 
may  they  fit  down,  like  lb  ma^y  €^- 
lhndra*8,  and  preach  caution  toofhkrsi 
who  will  as  little  mi^d  tbem^  ^9ilbef 
did  their  inftru^refPes,  whenever  a  inef 
handfoihecenfident  young  fellow,  fbclt 
a  one  as  thoi»  knoweft  wh«,  emne4 
acroft  them. 

But,  Belford,  didft  tho«  Aot  mnMl 
that  fly  rogue  Dolem«m^  nsmlnf  ^^ 
*oer  Street  fot  the  ^rdeiw'f  plaM  of 
ahod«?-^What  d6ft  ihhik  oMiM  b6 
meant  by  thvt?-^*Tia  impofthle  lltoia 
fliotildft  gnefs.  9o,  notto  pii«^  theft 
about  it,  fuppoft!  the  tvido^  SineMr>  -  • 
iB^9^irSfre€$ihvMhftm^fiirt^^^  iii 

ter     ] 
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ter  by  feme  officious  perfon  m  order  to 
cone  «t  dnra^Ursj  f Mbii  Howe  is  ae 
Jfy  fti  the  devily  and  as  ^0^  to  the  full] 
and  neither  fach  a  name,  nor  fuch  a* 
\mkj  eaii  be  found  ia  that  ibreet,  nor 
a  hoofe  to  aofwer  the  defcripcion)  then 
viU  not  the  kceneft  hoater  in  England 
beataiavU.^ 

*  But  how  wiit  thou  do/  methinka 
tboo  aikefty  '  to  binder  the  lady  from 
'  relenting  the  fallacy*  and  miftnifting 

*  thee  the  more  on  that  account^  when 

*  fte  finds  it  out  to  be  in  another 
street?' 

Pfao!  never  mind  that:  either  I  (hall 
have  a  way  for  it ;  or  we  (ball  tha* 
roaghly  underftand  one  another  by  that 
tioK)  or  if  we  don't,  ibe'll  know 
enough  of  xoM,  not  to  ^wonder  at  fuck 
ijicccadiHo.  ^ 

*  Bat  how  wilt  thou  hinder  the  kidy 

*  from  apprizing  her  friend  of  the  real 


She  moft  firft  know  it  herielf,  mon* 
key,  muftfhenot? 
'  Well,  but,  bow  wilt  thou  do  to 
I    *  hinder  her  from  knowing  the  ftreetf 
;    *  and  her  £riend  from  dircMmng  letters 
*  thither  |    which  will    be  the  fame 
'  thing  as  if  the  name  were  known  ?^ 
Let  me  alone  for  that  too. 
If  tboo  ftirther  obje^eil,  that  Tom 
:    ]>»leman  is  too  great  a  donee  to  write 
i    foch  a  letter  in  anf^er  to  mine<— Canfl 
1'  thou  not  imagine,  that,  in  order  toiave 
honell  Tom  ail  this  trouble,  I,  who 
;    know  the  town  fo  well ,  could  fend  bim. 
I    a  oopy  of  what  he  ihould  write,  and 
leave  bim  nothing  to  do,  but  tran- 
fcribe? 
What  now  fay  eft  thou  to  cw,  Bel  ford  P 
A9<i  foppoie  I  had  defigoed  this  taik 
of  enquiry  far  tbee^  and  fuppofe  the 
lady  excepted  again  ft  thee  for  no  other 
rrtLim  in  the  world,  but  becauieof  my 
vakie  for  thee?  What  fayeft  thou  to 
'  the  £«^,  Jack? 

This  it  is  to  have  leifttre  upon  n^ 
I  k»^!^^What  a  matcblefs  plotter  thy 
fiiendl^-Stand  by,  and  let  me  fwellt 
*-I  am  already  as  big  as  an  elephant} 
and  ten  times  wifer{— Mightier  too  by 
fitl^-'Ilaws  1  not  reafon  to  firafiT  the 
nooft  wilb  my  ptobofcis?-— liord  help 
Ikkc  ibr  a  poor,  for  a  very  poor  Ofoaturei 
•^Woadornot,  that  Idefpifetbee  hear* 
liijri  fince  tkesMtt  who  is  dlipo&d  im* 
■Malirattly.  tOje»ilt  faimfelfy  cannot  do 
ji  tat  by  <le%i6»g  every-body  eUc  ia 
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I  Iball  make  good  uTe  of  4be  X>^* 

manic k  bint  of  being  married.  But  I 
wilt  not  tell  thee  an  at  once.  ^^^  in- 
deed, have  I  tborongbly  digefted  that 
part  of  my  plot.  When  a  general 
muft  regulate  him^f  by  the  nrationo 
of  a  watchful  adverfsry,  how  can  be 
fay  before-hand  what  he  will,  or  what 
he  will  not,  do? 

*  Widow  Sinclair,  didft  thou 
<  not  (ay,  Lovelace  P' 

Ay,  S 1 N  c  L  AJ  a.  Jack ! -*-Remci|iber 
the  name*.  Sikclair,  I  repeat.  She 
bat  no  othev.  And  her  features  bein^ 
broad,  and  full-blown,  I  will  fuppole 
her  to  be  of  Highland  exti'a^tion^  at 
her  hnftiand  the  colonel  [Mind  ibai 
/m]  was  a  Scot,  as  brave,  as  honelt. 

I  never  forget  the  miautia  in  my 
contrivances.  In  all  matters  that  ad* 
roit  of  doubt,  the  minuti^  clofely  at- 
tended to,  and  provided  for,  are  of 
more  fei'vice  than  a  tboufand  oaths, 
vows,  and  proteftationst  made  to  fup- 
ply  the  negleA  of  tbem,  especially 
when  jealoufy  has  made  it's  way  in  the 
working  mind. 

Thou  wouldft  wonder  if  thou  knew- 
eft  one  half  of  my  prmfitknces .  To 
give  thee  but  ooe-~l  have  already  been 
lo  good  as  to  fend  up  a  lift  of  books  to 
be  procured  for  the  lady 's  clofet,  rnoftiy 
at  fgcond  band.  Anil  thou  knowelt, 
that  the  women  there  are  all  well  read. 
But  I  will  not  anticipate-— Be iides,  it 
looks  as  if  I  were  afraid  of  leaving 
any-thingto  my  old  friend  Chance; 
which  has  many  a  time  been  an  excel* 
lent  fecund  to  me;  and  ought  not  to  be 
aftVonted  or  defpifed;  efpecially  by  one, 
who  has  the  art  of  making  unproniifing 
incidents  turn  out  in  his  favour. 


LETTER    XXXVL 

MISS    HOWE,    TO  MISS  CLARISSA 
HARLOWfi. 

WBDNKSDAT,   ATRJL  79. 

IHave  a  piece  of  intelligence  to  give 
you,  which  concerns  you  much  to 
know. 

Your  brother  having  been  aflured, 
that  you  are  not  married,  has  taken  a 
reiblotion  to  find  you  out,  way -lay 
you,  and  carry  vou  off.  A  friend  of 
ms,  a  captain  or  a  ibip,  undertakes  to 
get  you  onikip-boardj  and  to  fail  away 
with  yov^  eitacr  to  Hull  or  Leith>  in 

tb» 
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the  vnf  t»  •ne  of  your  brother** 
Ikoofes. 

They  are  very  wieked  t  for  in  fpite 
of  your  virtue  they  conclude  you  to  be 
miMfd.  But  if  they  ctn  be  aflfured 
when  they  have  you,  that  you  are  not^ 
they  will  fecure  vou  till  they  can  bring 
you  out  Mrt.  Soimet.  Meanclnse,  in 
order  to  give  Mr.  Lovelace  full  em* 
filoyment,  they  talk  of  a  profecntion 
which  will  be  fet  up  againft  him,  for 
Ibme  crime  they  have  got  a  notion  6f, 
which  they  think,  if  it  do  notcoft  him 
bit  life,  "witi  make  him  fly  his  country. 

This  is  very  early  news.  Mifs  Bell 
Cold  it  in  confidence,  and  with  mighty 
triumph  over  Lovelace,  to  Mifs  Lloyd  j 
who  is  at  prefenr  her  favourite;  though 
as  much  your  admirer  as  ever.  Mifs 
Lloyd,  being  very  appreheniive  of  the 
Aiifchief  which  might  follow  (bch  an 
attempt,  told  it  to  me,  with  leave  to 
apprize  you  privately  of  it— And  yet 
neither  Ibe  nor  I  would  be  forry  per- 
bdps,  if  Lovelace  were  to  be  fairly  hang- 
cd— that  is  to  fay,  if  jwir,  my  dear,  had 
oo  obje£lion  to  it.  But  we  cannot 
bear  that  fuch  an  admirable  creature 
Ihould  be  made  the  tennis-ball  of  two 
violent  fpirits— Much  lefs,  that  you 
Ibould  be  feized,  and  expofed  to  the 
brutal  treatment  of  wretches  who  have 
BO  bowels. 

If  you  can  engage  Mr.  Lovelace  to 
keep  his  temper  upon  it,  I  thinlc  you 
fliould  acquaint  him  with  it;  but  not 
to  mention  Mifs  Lloyd.  Perhaps  his 
wicked  agent  may  come  at  the  intelli- 
gence, and  reveal  it  to  him.  But  leave 
it  to  your  own  difcretion  to  do  as  you 
think  fit  in  it.  All  my  conceiii  is,  that 
this  iiarin^  and  foolifh  projeA,  if  car- 
ried on,  will  be  a  means  of  tlirowing 
you  more  into  his  power  than  over. 
But  as  it  will  convince  you,  that  there 
can  be  no  hope  of  a  reconciliation,  I 
wifh  you  were.a6lually  married,  letthe 
caule  for  the  profecution  hinted  at  be 
what  it  will,  inort  of  murder  or  a  rape. 

Your  Hannah  was  very  thankful  for 
your  kind  preftnt.  She  heaped  a  thoo- 
land  bleiRngs  upon  you  for  it.  She 
has  Mr.  Lovelace's  too  by  this  time. 

I  am  pleafed  with  Mr.  Hickman,  I 
can  tell  you:— for  he  has  fent  her  two 
guineas  by  the  perfon  who  carries  Mr. 
Lovelace's  five,  as  from  an  unknown 
band:  nor  am  I,  or  you,  to  know  it. 
But  he  does  a  great  many  things  of 
thia  fort}  and  U  aa  iilc&t  as  the  night 


in  Ibs  cfaarities;  for  nobody  known  of 
them,  till  the  gratittide  of  the  benefit* 
ed  will  not  let  them  be  concealed.  He 
is  now-and-thettmy  alitioner,.  and  I 
believe  alwaya  odds  to  my  littk  bene* 
fa^ions. 

But  his  time  is  not  come  to  be  pnafed 
to  his  face  for  thefe  things^  nor  does  be 
fistm  to  want /^«f  encooragemeat. 

The  man  has  certainly  a  good  mifld. 
Nor  can  we  cxpeft  in  one  man  every 
ffood  quality.  But  be  is  really  a  filJy 
fellow,  my  dear,  to  trouble  his  head 
about  me,  when  he  feea  how  much  I 
defpife  his  whole  lex;  and  mnft  of 
courfe  make  a  common  man  look  like  a 
fool,  were  he  not  to  make  binrfi^  \o6t 
like  one,  by  wifhing  to  pitch  his  teat 
ib  oddly,  bur  likings  and  diflikiagSy 
as  I  have  often  thought,  aor  feldom  go* 
verned  by  prudence,  or  with  a  view  to. 
happinett.  The  eye,  my  dear,  the 
wicked  eye— has  fuch  a  ^f\&  alliance 
with  the  heart— And  both  have  fuch 
enmity  ta  the  judgment!^- What  a» 
unequal  union,  the  mind  and  body! 
All  the  fenfes,  like  the  family  at  Har- 
lowe, Place,  in  a  confederacy  agaanft 
that  which  would  asiimatc^  and  give 
honour  to  the  whole,  were  it  allowed 
it*s  proper  precedence. 

Permit  n)e,  I  befeech  you,  before joo 
go  to  London,  to  fend  yon  forty -eight 
guineas.  I  mention  that  fum  to  oblm 
you,  becaoie,  by  accepting  back  .the 
two  to  Hannah,  I  will  hold  ymi  in* 
debted  to  me  fifty.-— Surely  ik$  will 
indoce  you!  You  know  that  I  caimot 
want  tlie  money.  I  told  you,  that  I 
have  near  double  that  fum;  and  that 
the  half  of  it  is  more  than  my  mother 
knows  t  am  miftrefs  of.  You  are 
afraid,  that  my  mother  will  queftioii  mt 
cm  this  fttbjf^;  and  then  you  think  I 
muft  own  the  truth— But  little  a#  I 
love  equivocation,  and  little  as  yon 
would  allow  of  it  in  your  Anna  Howe, 
It  is  hard,  if  I  cannot  (were  I  to  be 
put  to  it  ever  fo  clofely)  find  ftne* 
thing  to  fay,  that  wotild  bring  meoff^ 
and  not  impeach  my  veracity.  Vfvdk 
fo  little  monev  as  you  have,  what  can 
you  ^  at  fucfi  a  place  aa  LcmdoiiN«« 
You  don^t  know  what  occafioa  you  OHay 
have  for  OBeflengera,  intelligent  wmA 
inch- like.  If  you  don^t  obli^s  nw,  I 
Ihall  not  think  your  ftopaach  Ibniiick 
down  as  you  fiiy  it  is,  and  aa»  m  tki» 
one  particular,  I  think  it  oogjit  to  btt«  i 

As  to  the  A-*--^**-2 —  *-• ^ 


CtARI88A   BARLOWB. 


liiotlKr  ait^  roe,  yoo  know  enough  of 
ber  temper,  not  to  heed  to  be  told,  that 
ht  nettr  efpon(es  or  refentt  with  in- 
difltrence.  Yet  will  Oie  not  remember, 
that  I  am  htr  daughter.  No,  truly,  I 
am  ali  my  papd*s  giri. 

She  was  very  fenfible,  fiirely,  of  the 
Tiolenre  of  my  poor  father's  temper, 
that  ftie  can  fo  long  remember  /i«/, 
when  a£lfl  of  ^endernefs  and  afFeAion 
leemmiite  forgotten.  Some  daughters 
would  be  tempted  to  think,  that  con- 
trovl  fat  very  heavy  upon  a  mother  who 
cao  endeavour  to  exert  the  power  Aie 
has  over  a  child,  and  regret,  for  years 
zftet  death/  that  flie  had  not  the  fame 
overafattfband.. 

If  this  manner  of  expreflion  be- 
comet  not  me,  of  my  mother,  the  fault 
will  be  ibmewhat  extenuated  by  the 
love  I  always  bore  to  my  fhtber,  and 
by  the  reverence  I  (hall  ever  pay  to  his 
memory :  for  he  was  a  fond  father,  and 
perhaps  would  have  been  as  tender  a 
Mband,  had  not  my  mother  and  he 
been  too  much  of  a  temper  to  agree.. 

The  misfortune  was,  in  fliort,  that, 
when  one  was  out  of  humour,  the  otbtr 
would  be  lb  too:  yet  neither  of  their 
tempers  cM^araiivefy  bad.  Notwith- 
ftanding  all  whkh,  I  did  not  imagine, 

S'rl  as  I  was  in  my  father*s  life-time, 
at  my  mother's  part  of  the  yoke  fat 
fii  heavy  upon  her  neck  as  fhe  gives  me 
loom  to  think  it  did  whenever  Ihe  is 
pleafed  to  difclaim  ker  part  of  me. 

Both  parents,  as  I  have  often  thought, 
IkaiM  be  very  careful,  if  they  would 
ftcure  to  tbemfelves  the  undivided  love 
of  their  children,  that»  of  all  things, 
chey-lhouldaivoid  fuch  4&v«3/f  conten- 
tions with  each  other,  as  ibould  diftrefs 
their  children  in  chufing  ^heir  party, 
when  they  would  be  glad  to  reverence 
^19  as  they  ought. 

But  here  is  the  thing?  there  is  not  a 
better  manager  of  her  affairs  in  the  fex, 
than  my  mother;  and  I  believe  a  MOta- 
Mr  wife  is  more  impatient  of  controul, 
than  an  imdoUnt  one.  An  indolent 
one,  perhaps,  thinks  ihe  has  fomething 
to  C9mfouHd  for;  white  women  of  the 
other  chara&er,  I  itippofe,  know  too 
well  their  own  iignilicance  to  think 
highly  of  that  of  any- body  elfe.  All 
muft  be  their  own  way.  In  one  word, 
becaufe  they  are  ufeful^  they  will  be 
«vrrthan  ufefuK 

I  Ao  aiTure  you,  my  dear,  were  I  a 
om^aiida  nun  urfio  knd  vcq  qoitt«  I 
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vroold  not  ha«c  one  of  the(e  iq^aging 
wives  on  any  confideration.  I  woul^ 
make  it  amatterof  ierious  enquiry  be« 
forehand,  whether  n  v  miftreis's  qua- 
lifications, if  I  heard  (be  was  notable, 
were  mafctdim  or  fimmine  ones.  If 
indeed  I  were  an  indolent  fupine  mor- 
tal, who  might  be  in  danger  of  becom- 
ing the  property  of  my  fteward,  I  would 
then  perhaps  chufe  to  marry  for  tbt 
qualifications  of  a  fteward. 

But,  fetting  my  mother  out  of  tlH| 
queftion,  becaufe  (he  is  my  mother, 
have  I  not  feen  how  Lady  Hartley 
pranks  up  herfelf  above  all  ber  fex, 
becaufe  (he  knows  how  to  manage  af* 
fairs  that  do  not  beioi^  to  her  fex  to  ma- 
nage?—Affairs  that  do  no  cr^lit  to  her 
as  a  woman  to  underftand  \  praSicalfy^ 
I  mean)  for  the  /^vrjf  of  them  may  not 
be  amifsto  be  known. 

Indeed,  my  dear,  I  do  not  think  a 
man-nmmmi  a  pretty  chamber  at  all  t 
and,  as  I  faid,  vMre  I  a  moMt  I  would 
fooner  chufe  a  dove,  though  it  were  fit 
for  nothing,  bgt,  as  the  play  fays,  to 
go  tame  about  hou(e,  ana  breed,  thaa 
a  wife  that  is  (etting  at  work  (my 
inlignificant  felf  frrfent  perhaps)  every 
buiy  hour  my  never  retting  fervantt, 
thofe  of  the  ftad  not  excepted^  and 
who,  with  a  befom  in  her  hand,  as  I 
may  fav,  would  be  continually  filling 
me  with  apprehenlions,  that  (be  vrtnt- 
ed  to  fweep  me  out  of  my  own  houie  aa 
ufelefs  lumber. 

Were  indeed  themiftrefs  of  a  family 
(like  the  wonderful  young  lady  I  do 
nmcb  and  fo  jujify  admire;  to  know 
bow  to  confine  herfelf  within  her  own 
refpe^lable  rounds  of  the  needle,  the 
pen,  the  houfekeeper's  bills,  the  dairy 
for  her  amufementj  to  fee  the  poor  fed 
from  -fuperfiuities  that  would  otherwtie 
be  wafted  \  and  exert  herfelf  in  all  the 
really  u(eful  branches  of  domeftick 
management}  then  would  (he  move  in 
her  prop^c  fphere)  then  would  (he  ren- 
der herfelf  amiably  ufeful,  and  rej^B^ 
ably  nece(rary)  then  would  (he  become 
the >9i//?r^- wheel  of  thefamily;  [What- 
ever you  think  of  your  Anna  Howe,  I 
would  not  have  her  be  the  m^^- wheel] 
and  every -body  wvuld  love  hcr$  as 
every-body  did  you,  before  your  in(b- 
-lent  brother  came  back,  flu(hed  with 
his  unmerited  acquirements,  and  turn- 
ed all  things  topfy-turvy. 

If  you  <u;i7/ be  informed  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  our  cont^fUkn,  after. you 

have 
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liuve  kitowA  in  generiJ»  tbftt^^ier  an- 
baf>(>y  affair  was  the  Cubjeft}  why  then, 
I  think,  I  iDuft  tetl  you. 

Yet  bow  (ball  D-^I  feel  my  cheek 
glow  with  mingied  Oiameand  indigna- 
tion—Know then,  my  dear-^tt^t  I 
have  been-^as  I  may  ray--that  I  have 
been  ^fa/^«r<-*rndeed  'tia  true.  My 
Inother  thought  fit  to  flap  my  bands  to 
get  from  me  a  (beet  of  a  letter  (he 
caught  me  writing  to  vouj  which  I 
torei  becaiife  ihe  flioula  not  read  it, 
and  burnt  it  before  her  face. 

I  know  this  wiU  trouble  you:  fo 
(pare  yourfelf  the  paina  to  tell  me  it 
does. 

Mr.  Hickmrni  came  in  preioitly  af- 
Hr«  I  wottki  not  fee  him.  I  am  either 
too  iBUch  a  woman  to  be  beat,  or  too 
much  a  dhild  t«  have  an  humble  fer- 
Yant.— >So  I  told  my  mother.  What 
catik  on^  oppdfe  but  fu liens,  when  it 
^M>u)d  be  unpardonable  fo  much  aa  to 
ibi/tk  of  lifting  up  a  linger  f 

In  t\\e  Hat'lowe-ftyle,  (he  fwHl  be 
obeyed,  (he  fays:  and  evtn  Mr.  Hick- 
man (hall  be  forbid  the  hou(e,  if  he 
contributes  to  the  carrying  on  of  a  cor- 
'Tefpondence  which  (he  wiU  not  fiifier 
to  be  continued. 

Poor  man!  He  (lands  a  whimlical 
chance  between  us.  But  he  knows  he 
is/i/r^  of  my  mother;,  but  not  of  me. 
''Tis  eafy  then  for  bim  to  chufe  hia 
fMirty,  were  it  not  his  inclination  to 
ierve  you,  as  it  furely  ij.  And  tbia 
fhakcfli  htm  a  nierit  with  me,  which 
•oiherwtfe  he  would  not  have  bad;  not- 
«with(lamUng  the  good  qualities  which 
I  have  juft  now  acknowledged  in  hia 
favour.  For,  my  dear,  let  my  faults 
in  other  re(pe5ts  be  what  they  may,  I 
will  pretend  to  (ay,  that  I  have  in  my 
own  mind  thofe  qualities  which  I 
praifed  him  foir:  and  if  we  are  to  come 
toffether;  I  could  for  tliat  r6afon  better 
di^ienfe  with  them  in  him.— So  if  a 
bu(band,  who  has  a  bountiful-temper- 
ed wife,  is  not  a  niggard,  norfeeka  to 
ie(train  her,  but  baa  an  opinion  of  all 
ihe  does,  that  is  enough  for  him:  as, 
on  the  contrary,  if  a  bountiful-tem- 
pei^d  huiband  has  .a  frugal  wife,  it  ia 
be  ft  for  both.  Fair  one  to  give,  and 
,  the  otbec  to  give>  except  they  have 
prudence,  and  are  at  fo  good  an  un- 
derlianding  with  each  t>tber,  as  to 
compare  notes,  they  may  perhaps  put 
it  out  of  their  power  to  be  jufi.  Good 
frugal  doifthne^  my  dear  I   But  this 


way  of  putting  it,  is  middling  cbe 
matter  between  what  I  have  learnt  of 
my  mother's  ^^^r-prndent  and  your 
etdarged  notions.-*But  from  do&rine 
to  faa. 

I  (hut  myfelf  up  all  that  day|  and 
^at  little  I  did  eat,  eat  alone.  But 
at  night  (he  fcnt  up  Kitty,  with  acorn- 
nund,  upon  my  obedience,  to  attend 
her  at  fupper. 

I  went  down:  bur  moft  gloriouflyin 
the  fullcns.  YES,  and  NO,,  were 
great  words  with  me,  to  every -thing 
ine  aiked,  for  a  good  while. 

That  behaviour,  (he  toid  me,  (hooU 
not  do  for  her. 

Beating  (hould  not  with  me,  I  laid. 
.  My  bbld  refi(bnce,  (he  told  me,  had 
provoked  her  to  flap  my  hand:  and  flw 
was  ibrry  to  have  been  fo  prdvuked. 
But  again  inlifted,  that  I  would  either 
give  up  my  conefpondence  abfuluiely^ 
or  letnerieeall  that  pafled  in  it. 

I  muft  not  do  either,  I  told  her.  It 
was  unfuitable  both  to  my  inclination 
and  to  ray  honour,  at  the  inftigatton 
of  bale  minds,  to  give  op  a  firieod  in 
diftrefs. 

She  rung  all  the  maternal  changer 
upon  the  words  duty,  obedience,  fifcal 
obligation,  and  fo-forth. 
,  I  told  her,  that  a  duty  too  rigoroofljr 
and  untea(biiab]y  e9ca6bd  had  bcoo  yoor 
ruin,  if  you  ijoere  puined. 

If  I  were  of  age-  to  be  married,  I 
hoped  (he  would  think  me  capable  of 
mrnksMg,  QT  at  leaCt  of  ktepimg^  mv  owik 
friendlhipa;  fuch  a  one  efpeciaily  aa 
this,  with  a  nvantoM  tpo,  and  one  wboli!' 
£riend(hip  flie  hei  (elf,  till  this  dillreisful 
point  of  time,  had  thought  the  moft 
ufeful  and  edifying  that  I  had  ever 
contra£^ed. 

The  greater  the  merit,  the  worle  die 
a£lion:  the  finer  the  talents,  the  more 
daiij^eroua  the  example. 

There  were  other  duties,  I  fajci,  be* 
fides  th^  filial  onej  and  I  hoped  I  need 
not  give  up  a  fuifering  friend,  efpe- 
ciaily at  the  in  ligation  of  thofe  by 
whom  (he  fuffered.  I  told  her,  that  it 
was  very  hard  to  annex  fucb  a  condi* 
tion  as  that  to  my  duty ;  when  I  wu 
•perfwaded^  that  both  duties  might  be 
performed,  without  derogating  from 
either :  that  an  unreafonablecom^MBd 
(flic  mu^  excufe  me^  I  mufl  lay  si, 
though  I  were  flapped  again)  was  a  de- 
gree of  tyranny:  and  I  couJd  not  have 
ex^aed,  that  at  thefe  jeui  I  IhoyM 

be 
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W  allowed  no  will,  no  choice  of  my 
own!  where  a  woman  only  was  con- 
oerned»  and  the  devil ifli  fex  not  in  the 
qoeftion. 

What  turned  raoft  in  favour  of  her 
ngument  was,  that  I  defired  to  be  ex- 
cused from  letting,  her  read  all  that 
paifea  between  us.  She  iniifted  much 
upon  this:  and  fince,  ihe  faid,  you 
were  in  the  hands  of  t)ie  mod  Intriguing 
man  in  the  world;  and  a  man,  who 
had  made  a  jeft  of  her  favourite  Hick- 
man, as  file  has  been  toid;  ihe  knows 
aot  what  confequenccs,  unthought  of 
by  you  or  me,  may  flow  from  luch  a 
correfpondcnce. 

So  you  fee,  my  dear,  that  I  fare  the 
vorfeon  Mr.  Hickman*8  account!  My 
mother  might  fee  all  that  paflfes  between 
usa  did  inot  know,  that  it  would 
cramp  your  fpirit,  and  reftrain  the  free- 
dom of  your  pen,  as  it  would  alfo  the 
freedom  of  mine:  and  were  fbe  not 
moreover fo  firmly  attached  to  the  con- 
trary fide,  that  inferences,  confcqncnces, 
ftrained  dedu6lions,  ceafures  and  con- 
ftruQions  the  moft  partial,  would  for 
ever  be  bawled  in  to  teaae  me,  and 
would  perpetually  fubjc6l  us  to  the  ne^ 
cefiltyof  deb^Xingand  canvaHioc;. 

Befides,  I  don't  chufc  that  fhe  mould 
know  how  much  this  artful  wretch 
has  outwitted,  as  I  may  call  it,  a  per- 
fon  fo  much  his  fuperior  in  all  the  no- 
bler qualities  of  the  human  mind. 

The  gencfofity  of  your  heart,  and 
itut  greatnefs  of  your  foul,  full  well  I 
know;  hut  do  not  offer  to  difTuade  me 
from  this  currefpondence. 

Mr.  Hickman,  immediately  on  the 
contention  above,  offered  his  fervice; 
and  I  accepted  of  it,  as  you  will  fee  by 
my  lad.  He  think«,  though  he  has 
all  honour  for  my  mother,  that  fhe  is 
unkind  to  us  both.  He  was  plea  fed  to 
tell  me,  (with  an  air,  as  I  thought) 
that  he  not  only  afpro*ved  of  our  cor- 
refpondence,  but  admired  the  fteadi- 
Defs  of  mv  fnendihipi^nd  having  no 
opimon  of  your  manf  but  a  great  one 
of  js^,  thinks  that  my  aidvice  orinteU 
tlgvoccfrom  timr  to  time  may  be  of  ufe 
to  you^  and  on  this  prefumption,  faid, 
that  it  would  be  a  thoufand  pities  that 
you  fbould  fuffer  for  want  of  either. 

Mr.  Hickman  pleafed  roe  in  the  main 
of  his  fptech;  and  it  is  well  the  gine- 
lal  tenor  of  it  was  agreeable;  other- 
wife,  I  can  tell  him,  I  ihould  have 
ifckoDcd  with  him  foi  hit  word  ^f' 
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provei  for  it  if  a  Kile  I  have  not  yet 
permitted  him  to  talk  to  me  in.  And 
you  fee,  my  dear,  what  thefe  men  are 
—No  foonerdo  they  find  that  you  have 
favoured  them  with  the  power  of  do- 
ing you  an  agreeable  fervice,  but  they 
take  upon  them  to  appro^vi^  forfooth, 
of  your  a^^ions !  By  which  is  imnlied 
a  right  \o  difatfro^e^  if  they  think  fit, 

I  have  told  my.  mother,  how  much 
you  wifh  to  be  reconciled  to  youriela- 
tions,  and  how  independent  you  are 
upon  Lovelace. 

Mark  the  end  of  the  latter  aftertion, 
ihe  fay  s .  And  as  to  reconciliation ,  (he 
knows  that  nothing  will  do  (and  will 
have  it,  that  nothing  ought  to  do)  but 
your  returning  ba^k,  without  prefum- 
iog  to  condition  with  them.  And  this 
if  you  do,  ihe  fays,  will  befi  fbew 
yogr  independence  on  Lovelace. 

You  fee,  my  dear,  what  yopr  duty 
is,  in  my  mother's  opinion. 

T  fuppofe  your  neat  dire^ed  to  Mr^ 
Hickman,  at  his  ovo  houfe,  vvili  bo 
from  London* 

Heaven  preferye  you  in  honour  and 
faftfty,  it  is^y  prayer. 

What  you  do  ft>r  change  of  cloaths, 
I  cannot  imagine. 

It'  is  amazing  to  me  what  your  rela- 
tions can  mean  by  diftreffing  you  as 
thev  Teem  refolvea  to  do.  I  fee  they 
will  throw  you  into  his  arms,  whether 
you  will  or  not. 

I  fend  this  by  Robert,  for  difpatch- 
fake:  and  can  only  repeat  the  hitherto- 
lifjcAed  offer  of  my  beflfervices.  A- 
dicu,  my  dea:cft  friend.  Believe  mc 
ever  your  afftciionate  and /(t'uhful 

AvnaHo^wb. 
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MISSCLAftlSSA  HARLOWe,  TO  .yilSt 
HO>VE. 

THVFSD^Y, APRIL ^O. 

1  Should  think  niyrdf  utterly  unwor- 
thy of  your  fricndrhipu  did  my  o^*n 
concerns,  heavv  as  they  are,  fo  enftroli 
me,  that  I  could  not  fincj  lei fg re  for  a 
few  line?  ro  declare  to  ipy  beloved 
friend  my  finccrc  di ('approbation  of  htr 
condii^,  in  an  inlUncc  wlirre  fhe  is  To 
gctterotijly  faulty,  that  the  conlcJouf- 
nefs  of  that  very  gcneroliiy  may  lude 
from  hertbefauU,  which  i«  mort:  lIkhi 
3  C  any 


<:j:,ARISSA    HARtOWSk 


3S4 

2tky  Other,  have  reafon  to  deplore  as 
being  the  unhappy  occafioti  of  it. 

You  know,  you  fay,  that  your  ac- 
count of  the  conientionfi  between  your 
itiother  and  you  will  trouble  mej  and 
fo  you  bid  me  fpare  myfelf  the  pains 
to  tell  you  that  they  do. 

You  did  not  ufe,  my  dear,  to  forbid 
me  thus  beforeband.  You  were  wont 
to  fay,  you  loved  me  the  better  for  my 
expoftutations  with  you  on  that  ac- 
kinowledged  warmth  and  quicknefs  of 
your  temper  which  your  own  good 
fenfe  taught  you  to  be  apprehenHve  of. 
What  though  I  have  fo  miferably  fall- 
en, and  am  unhappy?  If  ever  1  had 
any  judgment  worth  regarding,  it  is 
now  as  much  worth  as  ever,  becaufe  I 
can  gWeit  as  fr^y  againft  myfelf  as 
againft  any-body  elfe.  And  (hall  I 
Aot,  when  there  feems  to  be  an  infec- 
tion in  my  fault,  and  that  it  leads  you 
likewife  to  rcfolve  to  carry  on  a  corre- 
l)>ondence  againft  prohibition,  expof- 
tulate  with  you  upon  it;  when  what* 
ever  confequences  flow  from  your  dif- 
obedience,  they  but  widen  my  error^ 
which  is  as  the  evil  root,  from  which 
Ibch  fad  branches  fpring  ? 

The  mind  ihat  can  glory  in  being 
capable  of  To  noble,  fo  firm,  foun(hak- 
en  friendfhip,  as  that  of  my  dear  Mifs 
Howe;  a  friendftiip  which  no  cafualty 
or  diftrefs  can  leffen,  but  which  cn- 
creafes  with  the  misfortunes  of  it^s 
friend—- Such  a  mind  muft  be  above 
taking  amifs  the  well-meant  admoni- 
tions of  that  diftinguifiied  friend.  I 
will  not  therefore  apologize  for  mv 
freedom  on  this  fub]e£l;  and.^he  le/s 
seed  I,  when  that  freedom  is  the  refult 
of  an  affe6liony  in  the  very  inftance,  fo 
abfilutely  difinterefted,  that  it  tends  to 
tleprive  myfelf  of  the  only  comfort  left 
me. 

Your  apknowledged  fullens;  your 
tearing  from  your  mother^s  hands  the 
letter  me  thought  (he  had  a  right  to  fee; 
and  burning  it,  as  you  own,  before 
ber  face;  yopr  refufal  to  fee  tlie  man, 
who  is  lb  willing  to  obey  you  for  the 
fake  of  your  unhappy  friend;  and 
thrs  purely  to  vex  your  mother;  can 
yon  think,  my  dear,  upon  this  brief 
recapitulation  of  hardly  one  half  of 
the  faulty  particulars  you  give,  that 
thefe  faults  areexcufab^e  in  one  who  fp 
^cll'knows  her  duty  ? 

Your  mother  had  a  good  opinion  of 
me  once :  is  not  that  a  reafon  why  file 


ifiould  be  more  regarded  now,  when  f 
have,  asjbe  belie*ues,  fo  defcrvedly  for- 
feited it?  A  prejudice  in  favour  is  as 
hard  to  be  totally  overcome,  as  a  pre* 
iudice  in  disfavour.  In  what  a  ftrong 
light,  then,  muft  that  error  appear  to 
her,  that  thould  fo  totally  turn  ber 
heart  againft  me,  herielf  not  a  princi- 
pal in  the  cafe? 

There  are  other  duties,  you  iay»  be- 
iides  the  filial  duty :  but  that,  my  dear, 
muft  be  a  duty  prior  to  all  other  du- 
ties; a  duty  anterior,  as  I  may  fay,  to 
your  very  birth.  And  what  duty 
ought  not  to  give  way  to  that^  when 
they  come  in  comoetition  f 

fbu  are  nerfuaded,  that  the  doty  to 
your  frieno,  and  the  filial  duty,  mty 
be  performed' without  deroj^ting  from 
either.  Your  mother  thinks  other- 
wife.  What  is  the  condufion  to  be 
drawn  from  thefe  preroiles  ? 

When  your  mother  fees  how  much  / 
fufPer  in  my  reputation  from  the  fiep  I 
havfc  taken,  from  whom  fiie  and  all  the 
world  expefbed  better  things,  bow 
much  reaion  has  (be  to  be  watchful 
over  you !  One  evil  draws  on  another 
after  it;  and  how  knows  flie,  or  mny- 
body,  where  it  may  ftop?       ^  ^ 

Does  not  the  perfon  who  will  vindi- 
cate, or  feek  to  extenuate,  a  faulrr 
ftep  in  another,  [In  this  light  moft 
your  mother  look  upon  the  matter  in 
queftion  between  her  and  you]  nve  an 
indication  either  of  a  culpable  will, 
or  a  weak  judgment;  and  may  not  flie 
apprehend,  that  the  cenfurious  will 
think,  thatfuchaone  might  probably 
have  equally  failed,  under  the  fame 
induameats  and  pro^ocathms^  to  mft 
your  01V/1  ivords,  aa  applied  to  me  in  a 
former  letter? 

Can  there  be  a  ftronger  itiftance  in 
human  life  than  mine  has  fo  early  fur- 
nifhcd  within  a  few  months  paft,  (not 
to  mention  the  uncommon  pravoca«>> 
tions  to  \u  which  I  have  met  with)  of 
the.  neceflity  of  the  continuance  of  a 
watchful  parentis  care  over  a  daughter; 
let  that  daifghter  have  obtained  ever  fy 
great  a  reputation  for  her  prudence  ? 

Is  not  the  fpace  from  fixteen  to 
twenty-onC|  that  which  requirea  thic 
care,  mor0  than  any  time  of  a  young 
woman's  life?  For  in  that  period,  do 
we  not  generally  attraJSl  the  m«  of  the 
other  fex,  and  become  the  Aib|,eA  of 
their  aiddrefTea,  stnd  not  ieidom  of  tbeir 
attempts  ?  And  is  not  that  the  period 
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in  wKtcH*  o«r  conduA  or  mHcondu^ 

Si  vet  us  a  reputation  or  difreputation, 
lat  alaioft  infeparably  accompanies  ua 
tbroughont  our  whole  fature  livoa  f 

Are  w«  not  iikewife  then  moft  in 
ganger  from  wrfilvitt  becauie  of  tho 
diftiD^ion  with  which  we  are  apt  to 
behold  particulars  of  tiiat  Tex } 

AaA  when  our  dangers  mnhiply, 
t»otb  from  nvitbU  and  iviibwt,  do  not 
^ar  parents  know,  that  their  vigilance 
eoght  to  be  doubled  f  And  (hail  that 
qeceifary  ixicreafe  of  care  fit  nneafy 
upon  us,  becaufe  we  are  grown  up  to 
fintnre  and  womanhood? 

Will  you  tell  roct  if  foy  what  is  the 
precifc  ftature  and  age,  at  which  a  good 
child  fliall  conclude  hcrfelf  abibWed 
from  the  duty  (he  owes  to  a  parent?— 
And  at  which  a  parent,  after  the  eicam . 
pie  of  the  dams  of  the  ^rutt  creation, 
IS  to  lay  afide  all  care  and  tendernefs 
for  her  ofispring } 

Is  it  fo  nsrd  for  you,  my  dear,  to 
be  treated  like  a  child?  And  can  you 
not  think  it  is  hard  for  a  e'lod  parent 
to  imagine  herfeif  under  the  unhappy 
mceJkj9(§o  treating  her  woman-grown 
^gughlffr?  V 

1)0  you  think,  if  your  mother  had 
been  jp«is  and  you  youn  wMbir^  and 
jmir  daughter  had  ftrugeled  with  you, 
ns  yott  did  with  her,  that  you  would 
not  hsnre  been  as  apt  as  your  mother 
wat  to  have  0apt  yoitr  daughter^ 
hajsds,  to  have  made  lier  quit  her  bold, 
m4  five  up  the  prohibited  letter? 

Your  mother  told  you  with  great 
truth,  thet  you  proa^kid  her  to  this 
hnrflmefs;  and  it  was  a  great  conde. 
fcenfion  in  her  (and  not  takeq  notice  . 
of  by  yon  as  it  deferved)  to  fay  that 
ftc  was  forty  fir  it. 

At  rvifj  age  on  this  fide  matrimony 
(for  then  we  come  under  another  fort 
of  protedion,  though  that  is  far  from 
abrogating  the  filial  duty)  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  wings  of  our  p:irents 
areonr  moft  neceifjry  and  moft  eneftoal 
fiilcguard  f rom  t  he  v  u  hurts ,  the  hawks , 
thekites,  and  other  vHiainoos  birds  of 
pory,  that  hover  over  us  with  a  view  to 
^•tt  and  deftroy  us  the  lirft  time  we  are 
pwght  wandering  ont  of  the  eye  or 
cat e  of  our  watchful  and  natural  guar* 
<lians  and  protestors. 

Hard  as  you  may  fuppofe  it,  to  be 
denied  the  tomtinuoHCi  of  a  correfpon- 
tftcncconceib  much  approved,  even  by 
cche  venerable  dcnverj  yet,  if  your  mo- 


ther think  my  fault  to  be  of  fuch  a  na* 
ture,  as  that  a  correfpondence  with  mo 
will  cafta  ihade  upon  your  leputation^ 
all  my  own  friends  have  given  me  up*^ 
tbatUardlhip  is  to  be  fubmitted  to.  An4 
mu(  it  not  mnke  her  the  more  ftienu- 
ous  to  fupporc  herow^n  opinion  when 
ihe  fiees  the  firft  fruits  of  this  tensciouC* 
iMfs  on  your  iide,  u  to  he glorionflj  ii% 
thi  fidlifu^  as  yoo  call  it^  and  in  a 
difobedient  oppofition  ? 

I  know  that  you  have  an  humorout 
meaning'  in  that  expreflion,  and  thai; 
this  turn,  in  moft  cafes,  gives  a  de* 
lightful  poignancy  both  to  your  con. 
verfationand  correfpondence j  but  in- 
deed, my  dear,  tb'u  cafe  will  not  bcac 
humour. 

Will  you  give  me  leave  to  add  f^ 
this  tedious  expoftulation,  that  I  by  no 
means  approve  of  fome  of  the  tbin^ $' 
you  write,  in  i*eUtion  to  the  manneriA 
which  your  father  and  mother  lived— 
at  tim^S  lived— Only  at  tm9it  X  dara 
fay;  though  perhaps  too  often. 

Yonr  mother  is  anfwerable  to  ovf- 
My^  ratber  than  to  her  cbild^  for 
whatever  was  wrong  in  her  conduct,  if 
any-tbing  nuoi  wrong,  towards  Mr. 
Hbwei  a  gentleman,  of  whoie  memo. 
ry  I  will  only  fay,  that  it  9Ugbt  to  be 
revered  bjr  you— But  yet,  (hould  you 
not  examine  yourielf,  whether  your 
difpleafure  at  your  mother  had  no  part 
in  your  revived  reverence  for  your  fa- 
ther, at  the  time  you  wrote } 

No  one  is  perfeSl:  and  although 
your  mother  may  not  be  fo  right  to  re- 
member difagreeablenefs  againft  the 
departed}  yet  ihould  you  not  want  to 
be  reminded  on  nubofe  account,  and  00 
nubut  occafion,  (he  remembered  them* 
You  cannot  judge,  nor  ought  you  to 
atiemtt  to  judge,  of  wha^  might  have 
pafled  between  both,  to  embitter  and 
keep  awake  difagreeable  remembi  aaccs 
in  the  furvivor. 


LETTER     XXXVIII. 

MISS    CLAKISSa    HARLOWB. 
ZN  CONTXMUATION. 

BUT  this  fub}ea  muft  not  be  pur* 
fued.  Another  might,  with  mart, 
pleafure,  (though  not  with  more  ap- 
probation) upon  one  of  your  lively  ex- 
curfions.  It  is  upon  the  high  airs  y<>9 
give  yourfclf  upon  the  word  appro-ve. 
3  C  1  How 
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How  comfslt  about,  I  wonder,  that 
t  young  lady  fo  noted  for  a  predomi- 
nating generofity,  (hould  not  be  uni- 
formly generous?  That  your  gcnero- 
fity  <hou)d  fail  in  an  inftance,  where 
policy,  prudence,  gratitude,  would  not 
permit  it  to  fail  ?  Mr.  Hickman  (as  you 
confefs)  has  indeed  a  worthy  mind.  If 
I  had  not  long  affo  known  that,  he 
would  never  have  found  an  advocate  in 
me  for  my  Anna  Howe^s  favour  to 
him.  Often  and  often  have  I  been  con  - 
cerned,  when  I  was  your  happy  gueft, 
to  fee  him,  after  a  converfation  in  which 
he  had  well  fupported  his  part  in  your 
abfence,  (ink  at  once  into  filence  the 
moment  you  came  into  company. 

I  have  told  you  of  this  before :  and 
I  believe  I  hinted  to  you  once,  that  the 
fupercilioufnefs  you  put  on  only  to  him, 
was  capable  of  a  conftruftion,  which 
at  the  time  would  have  very  little  gra- 
tified  your  pride  to  have  had  made; 
lince  it  would  have  been  as  much  in  bu 
ftvour,  as  in  j^^kt  disfavour. 

Mr.  Hickman,  my  dear,  is  a  modeft 
man.  I  never  fee  a  modcft  man,  but  I 
am  fure  (if  he  has  not  wanted op^rtu- 
nities)  that  he  has  a  treafure  m  his 
mind,  which  requires  nothing  but  the 
key  of  eMCOuragement  to  unlock  it,  to 
make  him  (hine— While  a  confident 
man,  who,  to  be  confident,  muft  think 
as  meanly  of  his  company,  as  highly 
of  htmftlf,  enters  with  magifterial  airs 
upon  any  fubjefl;  and,  depending  upon 
bis  aiTnrance  to  brin^  himfelf  offwtien 
found  out,  talks  of  more  than  he  U 
mailer  of. 

But  a  modifi  man !— O  my  deac«  fliall 
not  amodeft  woman  dilHnguifli  and  wifh 
to  confort  with  a  modeft  man  ?«i-A 
man,  before  whom,  and  tv  whom  fhe 
may  open  her  lips  fecure  of  his  good 
opinion  of  all  fhe  fays,  and  of  his  jufl 
luid  polite  regard  for  her  judgment  > 
and  who  mu(t  therefore  in fpire  her  with 
an  agreeable  felf-confidence. 

What  a  lot  have  I  drawn  !— We  are 
all  indeed  apt  fo  turn  ttacbers— ^ut, 
iurely,  I  am  better  enabled  to  talk,  to 
write  upon  thefe  fubje^ls,  than  ever  I 
was — But  I  will  banifh  ^nyjWj  if  pof- 
fibie,  from  an  addrefs  wnicn;  when  I 
began  to  write,  I  was  determined  to 
Confine  wholly  to  your  own  particular* 

My  dj|arefl,  deareft  friend,  how  rea- 
dy are.  you  to  tell  us  what  otbirs  (hould 
do,  and  even  what  a  mgtbtr  (hpuld  have 
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done !  But  indeed  yov  nnee,  T  ttti^m* 
ber,  advanced,  that,  as  diflferent  at- 
tainments required  difft/ent  talents  to 
mafter  them,  To,  in  the  writing  way, 
a  perfon  might  not  be  a  bad  critick  upon 
the  works  of  Mhers,  although  he  might 
himfelf  he  unable  to  write  with  excel- 
lence. But  will  you  permit  ma  to  ac- 
count for  all  this  reaainefs  of  finding 
fault,  bv  placing  it  to  human  nature, 
which,  Demg  fenfible  of  the  defefts  of 
human  nature,  (that  i«  to  fay,  of  it^t 
o*wn  defeCls}  loves  to  be  correSwgf 
But  in  exercifing  that  talent,  chulei  rat 
ther  to  turn  it's  eye  omt*ward  than  im» 
tuardf  In  other  words,  to  employ  it- 
felf  rather  in  the  out-dMr  fear^,  than 
in  tho  in-door  examination  ? 

And  here  five  me  leave  to  add  (ami 
yet  it  IS  with  tender  reluctance)  that 
although  you  fay  very  pretty  thinga  of 
notable  wrves;  and  although  I  join  with, 
you  in  opinion,  that  hufbandt  may  have 
as  many  inconveniences  to  encounter 
tiritb,  as  conveniences  toboafl^  horn 
women  of  that  charafierj  yet  Lady 
Hartley  perhaps  would  have  had  mildor 
treatment  fix>m  your  pen,  had  it  not 
been  dipt  in  gall  with  a  mother  in  your 
eye. 

As  to  the  money  you  fo  geacconfly 
and  repeatedly  ofljef,  doo*t  be  «ngry 
with  me,  if  I  again  fay,  that  I  am  very 
defirous  that  you  fhould  be  able  to  aver, 
without  the  leafl  qualifying  or  reftrve, 
that  nothing  of  that  fort  has  pafM  be- 
tween us.  I  know  your  mother's  tkrong 
way  of  putting  the  qneftkn/bt  is  imUmt 
mpon  having  anfwered.  JBut  yet  I  pro- 
mi  fe  that  I  will  be  obliged  to  nobody 
but  you,  when  I  have  occafion. 


LETTER    XXXIX. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HAlLOWE. 
IK  COIITINUATION. 

AND  now,  m;  dear,  a  few  words, 
as  to  the  prohibition  laid  upon 
you;  a  fubje^  that  I  have  frequently 
touched  upon,  but  curlbriiy,  because 
I  was  afraid  to'truH  myfelf  witk  st^ 
knowing  that  ray  judgment,  if  I  didf 
would  condemn  my  pra6li€e. 

You  commaiui  me  not  to  attempt  to 
dilfuade  you  from  this  correfpondeace| 
and  you  teU  me  how  kindly  Mr.  Hick  - 
man  approves  of  it$  and  how  obliging 
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I  k  is  .tD«ie»  to  pemiit  it  to  be  carried 
'  on  under  cover  to  him«-»But  this  doet 
'  Bot  qnite  fatijry  tne. 

I  am  a  yoj  bad  cafuiftj  and  tb^  plea- 
fiiit  I  take  in  writing  to  you,  who  an 
(be  only  one  to  whom  I  can  diiburdeo 
ny  mind,  may  make  me,  at  I  have 
lunted,  very  partial  to  my  own  wiihei; 
•^l(e»  if  it  wtre  not  an  artful  evafion 
!  beneath  an  open  and  frank  hturt  to  wiih 
I  to  be  complied  with,  I  would  be  glad 
aietfatnks  to  be  permitted  ftill  to  write 
to  you ;  and  only  to  have  foch  wc^fif/md 
Tftmrui  by  Mr.  Hickman's  pcn^  as 
weii  aa  cover,  as  might  iet  me  right 
wfacB  I  am  wrong)  confirm  me,  when 
n|faC4  and  gvide  ntc  where  I  doubt, 
lais  would  enable  me  to  proceed  in 
the  difficult  path  before  roe  with  more 
•/raiednefs.  For  whatever  I  fuffer  from 
die  cenfuret  of  others,  if  I  can  pre« 
ierveyoor  good  opinion,  I  (hall  not  be 
altogether  unhappy^  let  what  will  be- 
bloie. 

And  indeed,  m^  dear,  I  know  not 

how  toy«r^^«r  wnting.    I  have  now 

IModicr  employment  or  diverfion.  And 

)  rauft  write  on,  although  I  were  not 

to  fend  it  toany-body .    You  have  often 

;  heard  me  own  the  advantages  I  have 

found  from,  writing  down  every  •  thins  of 

jaomest  that  befaU  mej  and  of  aU  I 

lH«l,  and  of  all  I  /&>  that  may  be  of 

/btnre  ale  to  me;  for,  befides  that  this 

helps  to  farm  one  to  a  ftyle,  and  opens 

andenanda  the  du^le  mind,  every 

one  will  £sd,  that  many  a  good  thought 

evaporates  in  thinking;  many  a  good 

ii£>lation  goes  off,  dnven  out  of  me- 

■rary  permps  by  foine  other  not  fo 

I  food.    But  when  I  fet  down  yrhat  I 

;  <c7i/do,  or  what  I  home  done,  on  this 

'  arthat  occafion;  the  refolution  ora^on 

is  before  me  either  to  be  adhered  to, 

I  withdrawn,  or  amended;  apd  I  have 

I  catered  into  i9mpaB  with  myfelf,  as  I 

any  {ayj  having  given  it  under  my  own 

land  to  improve^  rather  than  to  go 

Ikaektvwiif  as  I  live  longer. 

I  woald.wffUiiigly  therefore  vrrite  to 

r,  if  I  migifti  the  rather  as  it  would 
the  more  infpiriting  to  have  fome 
\mA  IB  view  itt  what  I -write;    fome 
KrieDd  to  plca^  belides  merely  ieekiag 
»«atsfy  my  paiTion  for  fcribbling. 
But  why,  if  your  mother  will  per- 
■ttoor  coiTcfpondence  on  communis 
^tiagto  her  all  that  p-ifierin  it^  and 
If  Ae  woald  coadefcend  to  oae  only 
,  may  it  not  bp  comp lied  with? 


Woisld  flie  Bott  do  yon  tlHdc,  my 
dear^  be  prevailed  upon  to  have  the 
commvnication  made  to  her,  t«  cHt/im 

If  there  were  any  profpea  of  a  re- 
conciliation with  my  friends,  I  (hould 
not  have  To  much  regard  for  my  pride^ 
as  to  be  afraid  of  any-bodft  knowing 
how  much  I  have  been  oumvittedt  at 

r>u  call  it.  I  would  in  that  cafe  (whea 
had  left  Mr.  Lovelace)  acquaint  your 
mother,  and  all  my  own  friends,  with 
the  whole  of  my  ftory.  It  would  be« 
hove  nie  fo  to  do,  for  my  own  repau* 
tion,  and  for  their  iatisfa^^ion.     ^ 

But  if  I  have  no  fuch  prolped,  what 
will  the  comrounacation  of  my  relac- 
tance  to  ^o  away  with  Mr.  Lovelace^ 
and  of  his  arts  to  frighten  me  away« 
avail  me?  Your  mother  haa  hialed^ 
that  my  friends  would  infiii  upoa  nvf 
returning  to  them  (as  a  proof  of  tht 
truth  of  my  plea)  to  be  difpofed  of, 
without  condition,  at  their  pIoiAire* 
If  I  fcrupled  this,  my  brother  would 
rather  triumph  over  me  than  keep  my 
fecret.  Mr.  Lovelace,  whofe pride  aU 
readjf  fo  ill  biooka  my  regrets  tor  meet* 
kig  him,  (when  he  thinks,  if  I  .had  not, 
I  muft  have  been  Mr.  Solmes's  wife) 
would  perhaps  treat  me  with  iadtgnttyi 
and  thus,  deprived  of  ail  refuge  and 
prote^ion,  I  (hould  become  the  feoff  of 
men  of  intrigucf  and  be  thought,  with 
too  great  an  appearance  of  reafon,  a 
difgrace  to  my  lex-— While  that  avowed 
lovCfbonveverMifiriitfyfiettm,  which 
is  followed  by  marriage,  will  find  more 
excufes  made  for  it,  tban  gcmrsUly  H 
»agbt  t9/M, 

But  if  your  mother  will  receive  the 
communication  in  confideaee«  pray 
ihew  her  all  that  I  have  written,  or 
Ihall  write*  If  my  paft  conduct  i  n  that 
cafe  fliall  not  be  found  to  deferve  hearty 
blame,  I  ibaU  then  perhaps  have  tU: 
benefit  of  bgr  advice,  as  well  ^tyawjm 
And  if  after  a  re-eftabli(hment  in  her 
favour,  I  Oiall  wilfully  deferve  blame 
for  the  time  to  come,  I  will  be  content 
to  be  denied  yours  as  well  as  hers  for 


As  to  cramping  my  fpirit,  as  you  eaU 
it,  (were  I  to  fit  down  to  write  what 
I  know  your  mother  muft  fee)  that,  my 
dear,  is  already  cramped.  And  do  not 
think.fo  unhandfomety  of  your  motherv 
as  to  fear  that  (he  would  make  parti^d 
confti*u6lions  againtt  me.  Neither  yov 
nor  I  can  doubt,  but  that,  had  fliabeen 

Jcf: 


hare  Aewn  fa/roor  to  tte.  Aad  (b,  I 
d$M  faff  «Ottia  mir  unde  Antony. 
Nay,  my  dear,  I  can  extend  mj  ch»- 
fity  ftill  farther:  for  I  am  Ibmetimea 
•JF  opinion,  that  were  ny  brother  an4 
liAer  4ib/hhaefy  artrnM,  that  they  had 
ip  far  ruined  me  in  the  opinion  of  both 
toy  uncles^  as  that  they  need  not  bt 
appreheofive  of  my  cbAing  with  their 
iniaJM^i  they  would  mot  oppofe  a  par* 
don,  althoQgh  they  misht  not  wifli  a 
Kconciiiationi  efpecialfy  if  I  would 
Mak<  a  fewfacrifices  to  theni :  which, 
I  aflure  you,  I  ihonld  be  inclined  to 
siake  wet«  I  wholly  free,  and  indepen- 
dent on  this  man.  You  know  I  never 
yalved  tnyfelf  upon  worldly  acqui. 
fitions,  but  a«  they  enlarged  ray  power 
to  do  thifiga  I  loved  lor  do.  And  if  I 
^mn  dmied  the  power,  I  inuftt  **  ' 
a^wdo,  corb  my  inclination. 

'Do  iM>t  however  think  me  ^hjrof 
an  afibftation  in  What  I  have  faid  otavf 
my  brother  and  iifter«  Severe  enough 
I  arti  fbte  it  it,  in  the  tnoft  favourable 
tele.  And  an  indiiierent  perfon  will 
lienf  opinion,  thatfttyBxt  aiuch  bet- 
tw  wafvanted  than  ever,  for  ^e  Me  of 
thefamily-kottonr,  to  leek  to  rain  mt 
in  theftMrour  of  all  my  friends. 
*  Biittotheibmiertopicb»-*Tryi  my 
dear,  if  yoor  mother  will,  upon  the 
condition  abovegivcn,  permit  our  cor« 
fe(^ondenee,  on  feeing  ail  we  write; 
But  if  iie  wffU  not,  what  a  fdfidinefa 
monkhthere  be  in  ray  lore  to  yon,  were 
i  to  vhih  you  to  for^  your  du^  for 
myfidbe? 

And  now,  one  word,  at  to  the  free* 
dum  I  baive  treated  yon  with  in  this  te- 
dious tapoftolatory  addrefs.  I  pre^ 
iume  upon  your  fergivenels  of  it,. be* 
caufe  few  Iriendftiipe  arc  founded  on 
fneh  a  bafie  as  ours  t*— which  is>  freely 
t»i  givs  reproof,  and  tbankfullv  to  rf* 
rmi^it  as  occafions  ariie ;  that  (o  either 
may  have  opportunity  to  clear  up  mif- 
tafees^  to  acknowledge  and  amend  er« 
lort,  as  well  in  behaviour,  as  in  words 
und  deeds)  and  to  re^ify  and  confirm 
each  other  in  the  judgment  each  iball 
liarm  upon  perfons,  tilings,  and  cir- 
cumftances.  And  all  this  upon  the 
following  confideeation  $  That  it  is  much 
nbore  eligible,  as  well  as  hanourable, 
to  be  correfted  with  the  gentleneis  that 
may  be  expeAed  from  an  undoubted 
Incnd,  than  by  continuing  either  blind 
nr  wilful,  to  expoft  ouiielves  to  the 
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ecnfurt s  of  an  envious,  and  peiisfl 
malignant  world. 

But  it  is  as  needlefs,  I  dare  fay,  t» 
remind  you  of  this,  as  it  is  to  npeat 
m^requeft,  lb  often  repeated,  that  yeu 
mil  nott  in  your  turn,  fpare  the  lollies 
asd  tfaefaultA  cfjoMr  itnr  ifiSimsU 

Cl.  Haklowe. 

tvajourxn  to  ths  asovs. 

f  SAID,  that  I  wonld  avoid 
•ny-thing  of  my  own  particular 
in  the  above  addreft,  if  I  could. 

I  will  write  one  letter  more,  to  ia« 


form  you  how  I  ftand  with  this 
But,  my  dear,  you  mnft*  permit  dnt 
one  and  your  anfwer  to  it,  (for  I  want 
your  advice  upon  ^  contents  of  mine) 
and  the  copy  of  one  I  have  writ&m  to 
myaunt,  to  be  the  laft  that  Ihall  pafr 
between  us,  while  the  prohibition  c«»4 
tinues. 

I  fear,  I  very  much  fear^  that  my  on* 
hapmr  fituation  will  irim  me  in  to  be 
gumy  of  evufion,  of  little  afEcAntienai 
and  of  curvittgs  from  the  plain  fimpk 
truth  which  I  was  wont  to  del^ht  u^ 
and  prefer  to  everv  other  conndcntiodCi 
But  allow  me  to  ny,  and  tbis  farynk 
(hke,  and  in  oider  to  leflen  yoor  mos> 
ther*s  lears  of  any  ill  confeqnenees  that 
Ihe  might  apprehend  from  our  cone* 
fpondcnce,  mat  if  I  am  at  any  ttmi 
guilty  of  a  failure  in  thefe  reljpMb,  i, 
will  not^  M  in  it\  but  endemur  lu 
recover  ray  loft  muod,  that  1  maynoS 
brior  error  into  nabit. 

I  nave  deferred  gmng  to  town,  id' 
Mrs.  8or]ings*s«arncft  reqneft.  Bull 
have  fixed  my  removal  t^  Monday,  W 
I  ihall  acquaint  yob  in  my  ncBt« 

r  have  already  made  a  piugiefaintinlj 
next;  but,  havmg  an  nnexpeftcd  ^op^ 
porfunity,  will  fend  this  bfttlelf.      ^ 

LETTER    XL.  ^ 

MtSS  HOWV,  TO  MISS  CLAUStA 
BARLOWS. 

pmi»Ar,  ifOsiv»iirmtC' 

MY  mother  will  not  comply  ufH 
your  condition,  my  dor, 
hinted  it  to  her,  as  from  raylelf •  B 
the  lUarlmuis  rexcnft  me)  have  guHi 
entirely  in  with  them.  It  is  n  MM 
of  mine,  lie  told  me,  fommlto 
her  into  your  par^  agpinft.yonr  | 
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Mt*  Whicb*  fer  your  own  fkktftbe 
H  veiy  careful  above. 

Don't  be  (b  much  ooncemed  about 
Hy  mother  and  me,  once  more  I  beg  of 
^0.  We  ihall  do  well  ^nougb  to^- 
thei^-^iow  a  falling  out,  now  a  falling 
in. 

It  nftd  to  be  fo,  when  jmn  were  not 
h  the  Meftion. 

I    Tet  do  I  give  yon  my  fineere  thankt* 
'  fx  everv  line  of  joor  reprehenfiTe  let* 
ftrt|  wbieb  I  intend  to  read  at  often  at 
I  find  my  temper  rifts. 

I  will  freely  own^  bowcrer,  that  I 
tinced  a  little  at  firft  reading  them. 
Bat  I  fee,  that  on  every  re-penifal,  I 
fall  love  and  honour  you  ftiU  more^  if 
fofiUe,  than  before. 

Yet  I  thitkf  I  have  one  advantage 
«feryoui  and  whichi  will  hold  through 
diii  letler»  and  through  all  my  futui'e 
krttert;  that  hp  that  f  will  treat  you  at 
/reely  as  you  treat  mej  and-  yet  will 
sever  think  an  af^f;^  ntctjfary  to  ynt 

%vx  that  you  fb  think  with  refpe6fc  to 
tt,  is  the  tSA  of  your  gentleneft  of 
tener,  with  a  little  iketch  of  implied  re- 
imon  on  the  warmth  of  mine*  G«n* 
tkoeft  in  a  woman  vou  hold  to  be  no 
£mlt:  nor  do  I,  a  little  doe  or  provoked 
warmth— Sut  what  is  this,  but  praifiag 
oa  both  iidet,  what  neither  of  us  can 
klp$  nor  perhaps  wjb  to  help  ?  You 
Cu  no  more  go  out  of  your  road,  than 
I  can  go  ont  of  mine.  It  would  be  % 
ntn  to  either  to  do  fo:-— what  then  is  it 
aieither^s  approving  of  her  own  na- 
lartl  biaa^  but  making  a  virtue  of  ne- 
^ty? 

Butoneobfervation  I  will  add,  that 
ttnjoar  chara5ler«  and  my  charafter, 
Jsb(i  truly  diawn,  mine  would  be  al- 
lowed to  t>e  the  taoSL  natural.  Shades 
i&d  Hghts  are  equally  neceflary  m  a  fine 
fifture.  Tours  would  be  fuirounded 
frith  foch  a  flood  of  brightnefs,  with 
Ikh  a  glorv,  that  it  would  indeed 
taaale;  but  leave  one  heartleft  to  imi* 
lite  it. 
O  may  you  not  (ulftr  from  a  baft 
Id  for  your  gentlenefs;  while  my 
|«r,  by  H*s  warmth,  keeping  all  im- 
ition  at  diftaoce,  though  lefs  amiable' 
general,  affords  me  notteafon^  as  I 
mentioned  heretofore,  to  widi  to 
an  eikchange  with  you ! 
ftould  indeed  beincxcuiabletoopen 
Hps  by  way  of  contradi^lon  tb  my 
"id->  bad  I  tath%  fine  fpirit  asytnirt 
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CD  deal  with,  TfuA  triTMli,  nif  dfarf 
Why  (hould  narrownefs  run  away  wirhr 
the  prailes  due  to  a  nobk  expanboH  of 
heart  f  If  every- body  vvbuld  fpeako^t^ 
at  I  ^o,  (that  is  to  iky,  give  onM  wh«r# 
only  praife  il  due}  difpvaiie  where  do« 
likewire}^«#*  if  aot/irnvri/^^wod^ 
mend  the  world— Mty»  iiama  wo«ld 
iMiroJkcg  principle  in  a  gencntMn  or 
two.  Very  true,  my  dbart  do  yvm 
appfy.  Idareoot.— ForI/r«ry««i«l^ 
moft  at  much  as  I  /etv  you. 

I  will  give  you  aif  indancey  never* 
tbelefti  which  will  a-newdemonftrate^ 
that  none  but  very  generous  and  nobl«« 
minded  people  oo|^t  to  be  inmlicitlf 
obeyed.  You  know  what  I  faid  abov% 
that/ntf^it«rsf^. 

Iflconveniencca  wilt  fooMtiaiet  anlb 
fh>m  having  to  do  with  per  (one  of  mo* 
defty  and  fcrupulouAiele.  Mr.  Hick* 
mani  y«v  fayi  is  a  mod^  man.  H« 
tut  your  corfe€t)ve  packet  into  mv 
kand  with  a  very  line  bow,  and  a  k\U 
fiitisfied  air:  [«ii/*i^  tmMir 'whmi yom 
fipf  ^ikis  Unefl  mm  ly^smd-bf^  mp 
iMr]  his  ftrot  was  ntft  gone  off,  wimr 
in  came  my  mother,  at  IwasffNidingit* 

When  Tome  folks  find  their  angar 
has  made  them  conHderable^  th^  wiU 
be  always  angry,  or  fttking  ^ooafiona 
tor  anger. 

<  Why,no#,  Mir.  Hiekmaa^Whn 
'  now,  Nancy,'  [aal  wns  buitdlingin 
the  packet  between  my  gown  and  mf 
Hays,  Bt  her  entrance.]  *  You  have  » 
*  letter  brought  ytm  this  inftaat.*«-« 
While  the  undgjl  man,  with  his  nu^ 
ing  brayinj^s,  •  Mad -da— -Mad  dam,' 
looked  as  if  he  knew  not  whether  hi 
had  beft  to  run,  and  leave  mt  and  mjf 
mother  to  6ght  it  out,  or  to  ftaaid  hia 
ground  and  fee  fair-»play. 

It  would  have  been  poor  to  tell  a  lye 
for  it.  She  Hung  away.  I  went  €t«i  ' 
at  the  oppoGre  door,  to  read  the  cor« 
tents;  leaving  Mr.  Hicfcrtian  to  exefVi 
cife  hia  *ufbiit  Netb  npon  his  thnnabr* 
nails. 

When  I  had  read  your  leiterai  i  w«n^ 
to  find  out  my  motlier.  I  told  her  the 
senerous  contents,  and  that  yon  do- 
Bred  that  the  prohibition  might  be  ad* 
bered  to.  I  propoied  yovr  condi^on^ 
as  for  myleJf;  and  was  tcjeAed^  iaf 
fbove. 

She  Aippofed;  Ae  was  finely  pain(e4 
between  two  youne  creatures,  who  had 
more  wit  than  prudences  and  intead  of 
being  ptrtvaijled  opon  by  the  ge»eit>fity 

of 
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df  yoiuf  rentimeittf  >  made  ufe  of  your 
opinion  only  to  confirm  her  own^  and 
renewed  her  prohibitions,  chai-ging  me 
to  return  no  othtr  anfwer,  but  (hat  flic 
did  renew  them:  adding,  that  they 
iiottld  ftand,  till  your  relations  were 
seconcUed  to  you)  hinting  as  if  (he 
kad  mgagedfor  as  nuub\  andexpe^ked 
My  compliance. 

I  thought  of  your  reprebenfiopSy  and 
ta%mi€k\  though  not  pleafed.     And 
IdC  me  tell  you  my  dear*  that  as  long 
ms  I  can  fatisfy  my  own  mind,  that 
good  is  intended,  and  that  it  is  hardly 
poifible  that  evil  (houldenfue  from  our 
cofrefpondence— As  long  as  I  know, 
that  this  prohibition  proceeds  originallv 
from  the  fame  fpiteful  minds  whicn 
luve  been  the  occaiion  of  all  tbefe  mif- 
chief s^-As  long  as  I  know,  that  it  is 
not  your  fault  if  your  relations  are  not 
reconciled  to  youj  and  that  upon  con-r 
ditions  which    no    reafonable   people 
would  refufe— You  mud  give  me  leave, 
with  all  deference  to  your  judgment, 
and  to  your  excellent  leflbns,  (nvbicb 
Vfoujd  nacb  almafi  rverj  cafe  of  this 
\iiMd  bui  the  prefnt)  to  infift  upon  your 
^ting  to  me,  and  that  minutely,  as 
if  this  prohibition  had  not  been  laid. 
.  It  is  not  from  humour,  from  per- 
verfenefs,  that  linfiftupon  this.  I  can. 
not  exprefs  how  much  my  heart  is  in 
your  concerns.  .  And  you  muft,  in 
Ihort,  allow  me  to  think,  tnat  if  I  can 
doyott  fervice  by  writing,  I  ihail  be  bet- 
ter juftified  in  continuing  to  write,  than 
my  mother  is  in  her  prohibition. 
'   But  yety  to  fatisfy  you  all  J  can,  I 
vtll  as  feldom  return  ^nfwers,  while 
^e  interdiA  lafts,  as  may  be  confi((ent 
with  my  notions  of  friendftiip,  and  with 
the  fervice  I  owe  you,  and  can  do  you. 
As  to  your  expedient  of  writing  by 
Hickman,  [and  now,  my  dear,  your 
modijiman  comes  in:  and  as  you  love 
modefty  in  that  fex,  I  will  do  my  en- 
deavour,, by  holding  him  at  a  proper 
diftance,  to  keep  him  in  your  favour] 
I  know  what  you  mean  by  it,  my  fweet 
friend.     It  is  to  make  that  map  figni.  ^ 
ficant  with  me.    As  to  the  correfpon- " 
dencC)  that  JbaU  go  on,  I  do  aflure 

r,  be  as  fcrupolous  as  you  pleafe— » 
that  tbat  will  not  fuiFer  if  I  do  fv/ 
clofe  with  your  propofal  as  to  him. 

I  muft  tell  you,  that  I  think  it  will 
be  honour  enough  for  him  to  have  his 
name  made  ufe  of  fo  frequently  be- 
tmm.  ut.    This,  of  itielf,  is  placing 
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a  confidence  in  bidi,  that  will  malce  lint 
walk  bolt  upiight,  and  difpiay  his 
*Ufbite  bandy  and  h\$  Jute  dioMoadrift^^  i 
and  moft  mightily  lay  down  his  fer- 
vices,  and  his  pride  to  oblige,  anJ  his 
diligence,  andlii*  fidelity,  andhis  con- 
trivances to  keep  our  fecret,  and  his  ei- 
cuics,  and  his  evalions  to  my  nootber, 
when  challenged  by  her^  with  fifty 
ands  befide :  and  will  it  not  moreover 
give  him  pretence  and  excufe  oftencr 
than  ever  to  psj^-nag  it  hither  to  good 
Mrs.  Howe's  fair  daughter? 
^  But  to  admit  him  into  my  cooipaBj 
tete-a-tete,  and  into  my  cloftt*  as  of- 
ten as  I  would  wifli  to  write  to  you)  I 
only  to  dilate  to  his  pen—my  niotber 
all  the  time  fuppofing  that  I  was  going 
to  be  heartily  in  love  with  hiin«— To 
make  him  maAer  of  my  ientiments,  and 
of  my  bcartf  as  I  may  fay,  when  I 
writetoyou^-Indeedymydear,  IiumV. 
Nor,  were  I  married  to  the  beft  HE  in 
England,  would  I  honour  him  with  the 
communication  of  mycorrtfjpondenctt* 
No,  my  dear,  it  is  fufficient  furely, 
for  him  to  parade  it  in  the  charader  of 
our  letter-conveyer,  and  to  be  honoured 
in  a  cover.  And  never  fear  but,  mo- 
ded  as  you  think  him,  he  will  make 
enough  of  that. 

You  are  always  blaming  me  for  want 
of  genefofity  to  this  man,  and  forabufe 
of  power.  But  I  profeft,  my  dear»  I 
cannot  tell  how  to  help  it.  Do,  dcxr 
now,  let  me  fpread  my  plumes  a  lit- 
tle, and  now-and-tben  majce  myfelf 
feared.  This  is  my  time,  you  kiK»w« 
fince  it  would  be  no  more  to  ajy  credity 
than  to  bis,  to  give  myielf  tnofe  aira- 
when  I  am  married.  He  has  a  joy  wIkii 
I  am  pleafed  with  hhn  that  he  wouk|, 
not  know,  but  for  the  pain  rby  diiplcau 
fure  gives  him. 

Men,  no  more  than  ^wpsmem^  know; 
how  to  make  a  moderate  ufe  of  pow«r«! 
Is  not  that  feen  every  day  frosn  th^ 
prince  to  the  pea&nt  ?  if  I  do  not  nMstej 
Hickman  quake  now-and'^beu,  bewSV 
endeavour  to  make  me  fear.  All  4iiK 
animals  in  the  creation  are  mon:  or  l^S 
in  a  tlate  of  hoftility  with  eadk  ^h-Im-^-^ 
The  wolf,  that  runs  away  from  a  Ha 
will  devour  a  lamb  the  next  mom 
I  remember,  that  I  was  once  to 
raged  at  a  game-chicken  that  waa  < 
tinually  pecking  at  another,  (a  l 
humble  one,  as  I  thought  him)  thacl 
had  the  oifender  caught,  and  i 
more  ftdoy  in  a/«r  ofbumamij. 
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kis  neck  eff.  What  followed  tliu  exe- 
rution  ?  Why  that  other  grew  infolent^ 
as  fooo  as  bis  infulter  was  gone,  and 
was  continually  pecking  at  one  or  two 
under  hint.  *  F^k  and  be  hanged,* 
j'aid  I— <  I  mij^ht  as  well  have  pre- 
'  ferred  the  Arft)  for  I  fee  it  is  the  na- 
*  ture  rf  the  heajl." 

Ezcufe  m/  flipnancies.  I  widi  I 
were  with  you.  i  wo\)td  make  you 
fmile  in  the  midft  of  your  grayeft  airs, 
as  I  ufed  to  do.  O  that  you  had  ac- 
cepted of  my  offer  to  anend  you !  But 
netting  that  J  offer,  will  you  accept— 
Take  care! — You  will  make  me  very 
angry  with  you  :  and  when  I  am,  you 
know  I  value  nobody :  for,  dearly  as 
I  love  you>  I  muft  he,  and  cannot  al- 
ways help  it,  jourfaucj 

Anna  Hdwk. 


LETTER    XLL 

MISS  CIAKXSSA  KAVLOWB^TO  MISS 

HOWE. 

VIIDAY,  APIlLai* 

MR»  Lovelace  communicated  tp 
me  this  morning  early,  from  his 
intelligencer,  the  news  of  ray  brother^s 
fcbeme.  I  like  him  the  better  for 
making  very  light  of  it;  and  for  4iis 
treating  it  with  contempt.  And  in- 
deed, had  I  not  had  the  bint  of  it  from 
you,  I  fbould  have  fufpefled  it  to  be 
jome  contrivance  of  his,  in  order  to 
haften  me  to  town,  where  he  has  long 
wiflied  to  be  himfelf. 

He  read  me  the  pafTage  in  that  Le- 
inan^s  letter,  which  is  pretty  much  to 
the  eflfeA  of  what  you  wrote  to  me  from 
Mifs  Lloyd}  with  this  addition,  that 
one  Singleton,  a  mafter  of  a  Scots 
vtflel,  is  tHe  man,  who  is  to  be  the 
principal  in  this  ad  of  violence. 

I  have  feen  him.  He  has  been  twice 
entertained  at  Harlowe  Place,  as  m^ 
hrother*8  friend.  He  hns  the  air  of  a 
Tery  bold  and  fearlefs  man;  and  I  fancy 
it  mail  be  his  proje£lj  as  my  brother,  I 
Tuppofe,  talks  to  every- body  of  the  rafli 
Hep  I  have  taken ;  for  he  did  not  fpare 
me  before  he  had  this  feeming  reafon  to 
cenlbre  me. 

This  Singleton  lives  at  Leith;  fb, 
^hapSy  I  am  to  be  carried  to  my  bro- 
[ber*t  houft  not  far  from  that  port. 

Putting  thefe  paflages  together,  I 
|ai  not  a  little  apprcheniive,  that  tbt 


defign, 


lightly  as  Mr.  Lovelace,  from 
his  Tearlcls  temper,  treats  it,  may  bfi 
attempted  to  be  carried  into  execution^ 
and  of  the  confequences  that  may  at«- 
tend  It,  if  it  be. 

I  a/ked  Mr.  LoveUce,  feeing  him  fo 
frank  and  cool,  what  he  would  advift 
me  to  do? 

*  Shall  I  ^Oljou,  Madam,  what  are 
your  own  thoughts?— Why  I  retura 
the  oueftion,'  laid  he,  '  is,  becauff 
you  have  been  fo  very  earneft  thai  I 
ihould  leave  you  as  foon  as  you  ai* 
in  London,  that  I  know  not  what  t^ 
propofe,  without  offending  you.* 

*  Mv  opinion  is,'  Aid  I,  *  that  I 
(houla  lludioufly  conceal  myfelf  front 
the  knowledge  of  every-body  but 
Mirs  Howe;  and  that  you  ihould 
leave  me  out  of  hand }  iince  they  will 
certainly  conclude,  that  where  o/re  is^ 
the  other  is  not  farofiPi  fndit  is  eaiier 
to  ti-ace^»  than  me»* 

*  You  would  not  Airely  wiih,*  faid 
he,  *  to  fall  into  your  brother's  hands 
by  fuch  a  violent  meafure  as  thisf 
I  propofe  not  to  throw  myfelf  ofr 
ficioufly  in  their  way ;  but  (hould 
they  have  re'albn  to  think  I  avoided 
them,  would  not  that  whet  their  dili- 
gence to  iind  you,  and  their  courage 
to  attempt  to  carry  you  oflTj  and  fub- 
jeA  me  to  infuUs  that  no  man  of  fpi*- 
rit  can  bear?' 

<  Lord  blefs  me!'  faid  I,  <  to  what 
has  this  one  fatal  ftep  that  I  have  beem 
betrayed  into 

'  Deareft  Madam,  let  me  befeech  y«« 
to  forbear  this  harih  language,  whea 
you  fee,  by  this  new  fcheme,  how  de- 
termined they  were  upon  carrying 
their  old  ones,  had  you  not  been  be- 
trayed, as  you  call  it.  Have  I  offered 
to  defy  the  laws  of  (bciety,  as  thia 
brother  of  yours  mufl  do,  if  any- 
thing be  intended  by  this  project  ?  ( 
hope  you  will  be  pleafed  to  obferve, 
that  there  are  as  violent  and  as  wicked 
enterprizers  as  myfelf-— But  this  is  fa 
very  wild  a  project,  that  I  think  there 
can  be  no  room  for  ^ppreheniions 
from  it,  I  know  your  brother  well. 
When  at  college,  he  had  always  a  ro- 
mantick  turn:  but  never  had  a  head 
for  any- thing  but  to  puzzle  and  con. 
found  himfelf.  A  half  invention,  an4 
a  whole  conceit;  but  not  mafter  of  ta  - 
lents  to  do  himfelf  good,  or  othois. 
harm,  bpt  as  thofe  others  gave  hin\ 
the  power  by  their  own  kMy," 

%U  •Thv* 
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*  Thh  15  very  Toliibly  rtn  off,  Sir!— 
*•  Bbt  violent- fpirits  art  btit  to6  much 

*  alilce;  at  lea  ft  in  their  methods  of  *re- 

*  fenting.    Yon  will  not  prefome  to 

*  make  yonrfelf  a  lefs  innocent  man 

<  fuiely,  who  4iad  det^mined  to  brave 
«  my  whole  family  in  perfon,  if  my 

<  folly  had  not  laved  jron  the  riUHnefSj 
«  and  rift^m  the  infult.* 

*  Dear  Madatn !— Still  mMit  it  be 

*  fiSyy  rdjbntfi\^\x  it  as  imtx>(fible  for 
«  you  to  think  tolenblv  of  any-body 

<  out  of  your  own  famtly,  at  it  it  for 
«  any-one  in  it  to  de/erve  your  love.! 
'  Forgive  me,  deareft  creature!  If  I  did 
'  not  love  you  at  never  man  loved  a 
«  woman',  1  mi'j^ht  appear  more  indiflt- 

*  rent  to  prefcrencet  fo  undeservedly 
«  made;  But  let  me  aft  yoii,  Madam, 
«  What  have  you  borne  frbmffir#^-~ 

*  What  caufe  havt  I  given  you  to  trea^L 
«  me  with  fo  much  feverity,  and  fo  lit^ 

<  tie  confidence?'^ And  what  have  you 

<  not  borne  from  tbimf  Malice  and 

<  ill-willy  indeed,  fitting  in  judgment 

*  upon  my  charader,  may  not  give  fen- 
«  tcnce  in  my  favour:'  but  what  0/jw«r 

*  o-iffH  knowledge  have  you  againft  me  V 
Spirited  oueftiont,  were  they  not,  my 

dear?— And  they  were  aiked  with  at  fpi- 
rited  aii  air.  I  was  flartled.  But  I  wat 
refblved  not  to  deibrt  myfelf. 
'    '  Is  this  a  time,  Mr.  Lovelace,  it  thit 

*  a^ro^fr  occasion  taken,  togiveyonr- 

<  felf  thefe  high  airt  to  me,  A  young 

*  creature  deftitute  of  proteAion?  It  is 
*^a  furprizing  queftion  you  a(k  me. 

<  Had  I  aught  againft  vou  of  m^  own 

*  knowledge F — I  can  tefl  you.  Sir  — — ' 
And  away  I  would  have  flung. 

He  fnatthed  my  hand,  and  befought 
itte  not  to  leave  him  in  dilpleafure.  He 
pleaded  his  paftion  for  me,  and  my  fe* 
verity  to  him,  and  partiality  for  thofe 
from  whom  I  had  fufFered  fomuch{ 
and  whofe  intended '  violence,  he  faid, 
vras  now  the  fubjefl  of  our  deliberation. 

I  was  forced  to  hear  him. 

*  You  condefcended,  deareft  crea- 

*  ture,*  faid  he,  <  to  afk  my  advice.  It 

*  is  very  eafy,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  to 

*  ad  vile  you  whrit  to  do.   I  hope  I  may 

*  on  thit  new  occafion,  fpeak  without 

*  offence,  nofwitbftemding  your  former 
f  injun3ions~^VoM  fee  that  there  can 
'  be  no  hope  of  reconciliation  with  your 

*  relations'.     Can  you,  Madam,  con- 

*  fent  to  hpnbor  with  your  hstnd,  a 

<  wretch  vjrhoni  you  have  never  yet 
f  obliged  with  one  voliMtarj  favourt' 


What  a  recrimvmiiMgg  ^vhat  a  ri^ 
froacbful  ovtfy,  my  dear,  vrat  tbitt  of 
putting  a  queftion  of  thit  naturei 

I  expefted  not  from  him,  at  thetime^  ' 
and  juft  as  I  wat  very  angry  with  him^ 
either  the  oueftion  or  the  manner.  I 
am  aihamed  to  recolle6^theoonftkfio« 
I  was  thrown  intoj  all  your  advice  m 
my  bead  at  the  moment:  yet  his  words 
fo  prohibitory.  He  con6dentIy  leemed 
to  enjoy  my  confufion,  [Indeed,  mj^duTp 
he  knows  not  what  rejj^fnl  low  it  /  j 
and  gazed  upon  me,  at  if  he  would  banc 
looked  me  tnrough. 

He  wat  i^ill  sore  declarative  aAv* 
wardt  indeed,-  at  I  fhall  mention  by* 
and-byi  but  it  wat  half  extorted  fraa 
him. 

My  heart  ftruffgled  violently  between 
refentment  and  fhame,  tobe  thnsteaaed 
by  one  who  feemed  to  have  all  bis  paf. 
fiont  at  command,  ata  time  when  I  had 
very  little  over  smw/  till  at  laft  I  bnrft 
into  teart,  and  wat  going  from  him  in 
high  difgufl:  when  throwing  bis  anns 
about  me,  with  an  air,  however,  tiie 
moft  tenderly  refpeftful,  he  gave  a  Jhi- 
pid  turn  to  the  fubjeft. 

It  wat  far  from  bit  hearti  he  find,  tn 
take  fo  much  advemii^e  of  ^Jh^^btp 
which  the  difcovery  of  my  iMrother^t 
foolifli  projed  had  brought  me  into,  a« 
to  renew,  luithont  mjpermjfvn^  a  pro* 
pofal  which  I  had  nitherto  difcoonte* 
nanced;  and  whith  for  that  realbft^ 

And  then  he  oime  with  bis  U^^ 
fentenciSf  apoloeiaing  for  what  he  bind 
not  fo  much  as  half-profofed. 

Surely,  he  had  not  tne  infbience  to 
intend  to  teaze  me,  to  fee  if  I  could  bn 
brought  to  fpeak  wl^at  became  me  no| 
to  fpeak— But,  whether  be  had  or  not, 
it  did  teaze  mej  infomuch  that  my  very 
heart  was  fretted,  and  I  broke  out  at 
laft  into  frefh  tears,  and  a  declaradon^ 
that  I  was  very  unhappy.  And  juft  then 
recoUe^Uag  how  like  a  tame  fool  I  fbiod 
with  his  armt  about  roe,  I  £aog  frona 
him  with  indignation.  But  be  Jeixed 
qiy  hand,  as  I  was  going  out  of  the 
room,  and  upon  his  Ii^eet  befought  mj 
ftay  fof  one  moment:  and  then,  in  worda 
the  moft  clear  and  explicit,  tendered 
himfelf  to  qiy  acceptance,  as  the  moll 
efte^ual  meant  .to  difappoint  tuf  bxo* 
ther's  fcheme,  and  fet  all  right. 

But  what  could  I  fay  to  this>^.£s« 
torted  from  him,  at  it  feea[ied  t^  m^ 
rather  at  the  e£foft  of  his^  compnflioBy 
than  hit  love)   What  €9M  I  iay}  i 
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ptsM,  T  looked  filly— ^I  zm/ure  I  look- 
od  very  fiHy*  He  fuffered  me  to  patiie» 
and  look  iillyi  nvrnting  fir  me  /oy2^ 
fmutbifigi  and  at  laft  (tfiiamed  of  my 
conftifiopy  and  aiming  to  make  an  at* 
ttfihr  i£)  I  told  him  that  I  defired  he 
would  avoid  fuch  meafuret  as  mieht 
add  to  the  nneafineft,  which  it  mnn  be 
irifible  tD>him  I  had,  when  be  refieAed 
vpon  the  ineooncileablencft  of  my 
mcnda,  and  upon  what  mi^ht  follow 
fioA  tins  vnacconntable  projeft  of  ray 
hrodier^ 

He  promiicd  to  be  goTcrned  by  me  in 
tfery-thing.  And  again  the  wretch, 
iaftead  of  preffing  his  former  queftion, 
aflced  me,  tflforgavi  Inmhr  tbi  bitm* 
UeJkStbtlaaMuuieftmef  What  had 
I  to  do,  bat  to  try  for  a  palliation  of 
my  confiifion,  fince  it  ierved  me  not  ? 

I  told  him  I  had  hopes  it  would  not 
be  long  before  Mr«  Morden  arrived } 
and  donbted  not,  that  that  gentleman 
would  be  the  readier  to  engage  in  my 
favour,  when  he  found  that  I  made  no 
other  uie  of  bis  (Mr.  Lovelace*s}  alfif- 
tance^  than  to  freemyfelf  from  the  ad- 
drefies  of  a  man  fo  difagreeable  to  me 
asMr»  Solmes:  I  muft  therefore  wi(h, 
that  every' thing  might  remain  as  it  was, 
till  I.could  hear  from  my.coufin. 

This,  although  teased  by  him  as.I 
was,  was  not,  you  fee,  my  dear,  a  <//- 
mals  But  he  muft  throw  bimfelf  into  a 
heat,  rather  than  tr)r  to  perfuadej  which 
any  other  man,  in  his  fituation,  I  ihou)d 
think  would  have  done:  and  this  warmth 
obliged  me  to  adhere  to  my  feemiog  ne- 
^tive. 

This  was  what  he  faid,  with  a  vehe- 
nience  that  muft  harden  any  woman's 
aiind,  who  had  a  fpirit.  above  being 
flighted  into  paffivencfs. 

«  CoodGod!  And  will  you,  Ma- 

*  dam,  ftill  refolve  to  ihew  me,  that  I 
5  am  to  ho^  for  no  (hare  in  your  fa- 

*  vour,  while  any  the  remote  ft  profpcft 
'  remains,  that  you  will  be  received  by 

*  my  bittereft  enemies,  at  the  price  of 

*  flBv  utter  re|e6(ionr 

Thtt  was  what  I  returned,  with 
warmth,  and  with  a  falving  art  /O0— 

*  You  have  feen,  Mr.  Lovelace,  how 
/  much  my  brother's  violence  can  af- 
«  ifeftmei  but  you  will^be  miftaken,  if 

*  you  let  loofe  yours  upon  me,  with  a 
*'  dioughtof  tertify  in^  me  into  raeafures 

r*  the  eootrary  of  which  you  have  ac- 

*  «ilcfced  with.' 

He  cmlrMbtight  mc  to  fuficr  hii 


m 

futWTi  aSHoHs  to  fpeak  for  him  {  and,  if 
I  faw  him  wonhy  of  any  favour,  that  I 
would  not  let  him  be  the  onfy  perfon 
within  my  knowledge  who  was  not  en* 
titled  to  my  confideration . 
«  You  peter  to  zfutun  iime,}4rXfiife» 

*  lace,  fodol,  for  tht  fiiture  proof  of 

*  a  merit  you  feem  to  think  for  the  paji 

*  time  wanting}  and  jufify  you  think 
'  fo.*  And  I  was  again  going  fron» 
him. 

One  word  more  he  begged  me  to 
hear— He  was  determined  ftudioufly  to 
avoid  all  mifchief,  and  every  ftep  that 
might  lead  to  mifchief,  letmvbrother^a 
proceedings,  ihort  of  a  violence  upon 
my  perfon,  be  what  they  would}  but 
if  any  attempt  that  fliould  extend  to 
that,  were  to  ht  made,  would  I  have 
him  to  be  a  quiet  fpe£lator  of  my  being  . 
feized,  or  carried  back,  or  on  board,  by 
this  Singleton]  or,  in  any  cafe  of  extre- 
mity, was  he  not  permitted  to  ftand  up 
in  my  defence? 

*  Stand  up  in  my  dtfince^  Mr.  Love- 
«  lace  I  — I  ihould  be  very  miferable, 

<  were  there  to  be  a  call  for  that.  But 

*  do  you  think  I  might  not  \)tfaft  and 

*  /rf<z;A/« in  London?  Bv  your  friend's 

<  defcription  of  the  widow*s  houfe,  I 

<  ihould  think  I  might  be  fafe  there.* 
The  widow*s  houfe,  he  replied,  as 

defcribed  by  his  friend,  being  a  back^ 
boufe  fwitbtn  a  front -one,  and  looking  to 
a  garden^  ratter  tban  to  a  flreet,  had 
the  ^//^Mroff^f  of  privacy:  but  if,  when 
there,  it  was  not  approved,  it  would  be 
eafy  to  find  another  more  to  my  lik* 
ing«— Though,  as  to  \m  part,  the  me- 
thod he  wou.d  advife  (houid  be,  to  write 
to  my  uncle  Harlowe  as  one  of  my 
truftees,  and  wait  the  iffue  of  it  here  at 
Mrs.  Sorlings's,  fearlcfsly  direfting  it 
to  be  anfwered  bitter.  To  be  afraid  of 
little  fpirits,  was  but  to  encourage  in- 
fttlts,  he  faid.  The  fubftance  of  the 
letter  fhould  be.  To  demand  as  a  right, 
what  they  would  refufe  if  requefted  aa 
a  courtefy:  to  acknowledge  that  I  had 
put  myfelf  [too  well,  he  faid,  did  their 
treatment  juffify  me]  into  the  protec- 
tion of  the  ladtes  of  his  family,  [by 
whofe  orders,  and  Lord  M.*s,  ne  biih* 
felf  would  appear  toa6l:]  but  that  up- 
on my  own  terms;  which  were  fuch, 
that  I  was  under  no  obligation  to  thofe 
ladies  for  the  favour;  it  being  no  moi^ 
than  they  would  ha^e  granted  to  any 
one  of  my  fex,  equally  di  ft refled .  If  I 
approved  not  of  this  method,'  liappy' 
3  D  a  Ihould 
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Aottld  he  think  himfelf,  he  ^aid,  if  I 
^ould  honour  him  with  the  opportu- 
nity of  makine  fuch  a  claim  in  his  onjuit 
name— But  this  was  a  point  [with  hi  a 
kuts  aeain  in  the  fame  breath!]  that  bt 
durfi  but  jufi  touch  upon.  He  hoped, 
lowever,  that  I  would  think  their  vio- 
lence a  fufficient  inducement  for  me  to 
take  fuch  a  wifticd-  for  rcfolution. 

Inwardly  vexed,  I  told  himi  That  he 
himfelf  had  propofed  to  leave  me  whenr 
I  was  in  town:  that  I  expelled  he 
would :  and  that,  when  I  was  known 
to  be  abfolutely  independent,  I  fliould 
,  confider  what  to  write,  and  what  to  do^ 
but  that,  while  he  was  with  me,  I  nei- 
ther  would  nor  could. 

He  would  be  very  iiiuere  with  me, 
he  faid:  this  projca  ol  my  brother's 
had  changed  the  face  of  things.  He 
inuft,  betorc  he  left  me,  fee  whether  I 
ihould  or  fliould  not  approve  of  the 
London  widow,  and  her  family,  if  I 
chofe  to  go  thither.  They  might  be' 
Deople  whom  my  brother  might  buy, 
0Ut  if  he  faw  they  were  perfons  of  in- 
tegrity, he  then  might  go  for  a  day  or 
two,  or  fo.  But  he  muft  needs  fay,  he. 
could  not  leave  me  longer  at  a  time.     . 

«  Do  you  propofe,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  to. 
'  take  up  your  lodgings  in  the  boufe. 
«  where  I  fliall  lodge?' 

He  did  not,  he  faid;  as  he  knew  the 
ufc  I  intended  to  make  of  his  abfence, 
and  my  punftilio— And  yet  the  houfe 
where  he  had  lodgings  was  new-front- 
ing, and  not  in  condition  to  receive 
,  him:  but  he  could  goto  his  friend  Bel- 
ford*s,  in  Soho }  or  perhaps  he  might 
reach  to  the  fame  gentleman*s  houie  at 
Edgware,  over  night,  and  return  on  the 
mornings,  till  he  had  reafon  to  think, 
this  wild  proje^l  of  my  'ororher's  laid 
aHde.  But  to  no  greater  diftance  till 
then  (hould  he  care  to  venture. 

The  refult  of^ali  was,  to  fet  out  on 
Monday  next  for  town.  I  hope  it  will 
1m  in  a  happy  hour. 

Cl.Haiilowe,. 


LETTER    XLII. 

MH.   LOVELACE,   TO    JOHN    BBL- 
FORD,  ESq^ 

FRXnAT,  APRIL  21, 

A  S  it  ivas  not  probable^  that  the  lady 
.aL  could  gi-vejh  parlicular  an  account 
itf  her  oytjn  confujion,  in  the  offering 
fane  fie  instjtions  on  Mr,  LotftlaceU  of- 


firif^  bimfeffto  her  aeteptwue\  thefdf 
io'-wtnig  extr^iQs  are  made  from  his  letUSt 
of  the  aho^e  date* 

And  now»  Belford,  wbatwik  tboa 
fay^  if  like  the  fly  buzxing  about  the 
bright  taper,  I  had  like  tobave  finged 
the  filken  wings  of  my  liberty  >  Never 
was  man  in  gneatcr  danger  of  being 
cau^bt  in  his  own  fnares:  all  my  view* 
anticipated}  aU  my  icheines  untried^ 
the  aaroirable  creature  not  brought  t9 
town  \  nor  one  effort  made  to  know  if 
flie  be  really  angel  or  woman. 

I  offered  myfelf  to  her  accepuncc^ 
with  a  fuddennef&y  'tis  true,  that  gaT4 
her  no  time  to^wrap  herielf  in  reierves^ 
and  in  terms  lefi  tender  than  fervent^ 
tending  to  upbraid  kei'  for  herpalk  in- 
difference, and  to  remind  her  of^ber  ia- 
)un£lions :  for  it  was  the  fear  of  her 
brother,  not  her  love  of  me,  that  had 
inclined  her  to  difpenfe  with  tbofe  ia« 
Junctions. 

I  never  beheld  fb  fwect  a  confufioo. 
What  a  glory  to  the  pencil,  could  it  da 
juftice  to  it,  and  to  tne  mingled  impa- 
tience which  viGbly  informed  evciy 
feature  of  the  moft  meaning  and  mofl 
beautiful  face  in  the  world  t  She  hem* 
med  twice  or  thrice:  her  look,  sow  fa 
charmingly  (il^y,  then  fo  fweetl  j  fignifi* 
cant^  till  at  laft  the  lovely  teaxer,  tear* 
ed  by  my  hefitating  expectation  of  her 
anfwcr,  out  of  all  power  of  articulate 
fpeech,  burft  into  tears,  and  was  turn- 
ing from  me  with  precipiution,  wfaen^ 
prefuming  to  fold  her  in  my  happy 
arms—'  O  think  not,  beft  bcioved  of. 
\  my  heart,*  faid  I,  *  think  not,  that 

*  this  motion,  which  you  may  beliere 

*  to  be  fo  contrary  to  your  firmer  im* 

*  junSHonSf  proceeids  from  a  defigpa  ta 
'  avail  myfelf  of  the  cruelty  of  your  re- 
'  lations:  if  I  have  difobliged  you  by 
<  it,  (and  you  know  with  what  r^^^^ 
'  ful  tendernefs  I  have  prefumed  to  hint 

*  it)  it  fliall  be  my  utmoft  care  for  the 
«  future ^^  There  I  ftopt. 

Then  (he  fpoke;  but  with  vejcatioo— 

*  I  am— I  am— «i//ry  unhappy!*— ^^Te^re 
trickling  down  her  ciimfon cheeks;  and 
her  fweet  face,  as  ti>y  arms  tkili  e&cir«. 
cled  thefineil  waift  in  the  world,  fink* 
ing  upon  my  fhoulder^  the  dear  cteai^ 
ture  fo  abfent  that  fhe  knew  not  Uie 
honour  fhe  permitted  me, 

*  But  why,  but  why  unhappy,  inv 
'  dearefl  life?'  faid  1— «  AU  the  gm- 
'  titude  that  ever  overflowed  the  besi% 
\  of  t^f  mod  obli^d  o£mea*r* 

Jn4ic« 
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Ittftice  to  n^ftlf  therr  topped  mj 
nooth  I  for  what  gnUituJe  did  I  owe 
kr  for  obligatioiit  to  involuntaiy  ? 

Thea  recovering  berfelfy  and  her 
•Toil  refonrtf ,  and  ftmggling  lo  free 
koielf  £cx>m  mj  clafping  atms^  '  How 
'  DOW,  SirF  raid  (he,  with  a  eheek 
aiQCe  wdignantly  glowing,  and  eyet  of 
a  ficrcel-  luftre. 

I  gave  way  to  her  angry  ftmggle  5 
boti  ahfirlutety  overcome  by  fo  charm- 
iaga  difplay  of  innocent  confafion,  I 
caught  hoU  of  her  hand  as  (he  was  fly* 
iagfiom  me;  and  kneeling  at  herfeet, 

*  O  my  angel  r  faid  I,  (quite  deftitute 
tf  refenre,  and  hardly  knowing  the  te- 
nor of  my  own  (peech}  and  bad  a  par* 
fon  been  there>  I  had  certainly  been  a 
tone  man)  *  receive  the  vows  of  your 
'faithful  Lovelace.  Make  him  purs, 
'  and  only  yours,  forever.    This  will 

*  aofwcr  every  end.    Who  will  dare  to 

*  form  plots  and  ftratagems  aeainftmy 
■  miiei  That  vou  are  not  lo,  is  the 

*  gfouad  of  all  their  fooliih  attempts, 
'  and  of  their  iniblent  hopes  in  Solmes's 

*  favour.—^  be  mine!— I  be&ech  you 

*  (thus  on  my  knee  I  befticb  you)  to 

*  be  mine.    We  fhall  then  have  all  the 
i    *  world  with  us.  And  every -bod V  will 

*  applaud  an  event  that  every  •  body  ex« 
i    'peas.' 

Was  the  devil  in  me!  I  no  more  in<*> 

tended  all  this  extatick  nonfenre,  than 

I  thought  the  fame  moment  of  flying 

in  the  airl    All  power  is  with  this 

I    charming  creature.   It  is  I,  not  flie,  at 

I    this  rate,  that  muft  (ail  in  the  arduous 

!    trial. 

I       Dtdft  thou  ever  before  hear  of  a  man 
I    uttering  folemn  things  by  an  invo- 
I    luDtary  impulfe,  in  defiance  of  preme- 
[    ditation,  and  of  alfhis  proud  fchemes? 
But  this  fweet  creature  fs  able  to  make 
at  man  forego  every  purpofeof  his  heart 
that  is  not  favourable  to  her.     And  I 
verily  think  I  fliould  be  inclined  to 
ipaiV  her  all  further  trial,  [And  yet 
what  trial  has  ihe  had  ?]  were  it  not  for 
the  contention  that  her  vigilance  has 
let  on  foot,  *wbicb  (hall  overcome  the 
!  tihtr*    Thouknoweftmygt  leroAtyto 
;   nyuncontendingRofebud—- Andfome* 
timef  do  I  qualify  my  ardent  afpi  rat  ions 
after  even  this  very  fine  creature,  by 
this  refle^on^-That  the  mofl  charm- 
ing woman  on  earth «  were  (he  an  em- 
yiefs,  can  excel  the  meaneil,  in  the 
csftomary  vifibles  only— Such  is  the 
^ualitj  of  the  dir^iht9n>  to  theprioct 
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tndtbe  petfimt,  in  this  prime  gift,  we« 
aiAN. 

Well,  but  what  was  the  refult  of  thi« 
involuntary  impnlle  on  my  part?— • 
Wottldft  thou  not  think,  t  was  takea 
at  my  oter?— -An  offer  fo  (blemnly 
made,  aiid  on  one  knee  too? 

No  fuch  thingf-'The  pvettv  trtflcr 
kt  me  off  as  eafily  as  I  cooid  hav« 
wiihed. 

Her  brother^s  project  ^  and  to  find^ 
that  there  were  no  hopes  of  a  reconcilia-; 
tion  for  her;  and  the  apprehenfion  (h« 
had  of  the  mifchiefs  that  mieht  enfu^^ 
Thefe,  not  my  offer f  norn<ui  rf  mfm 
were  the  caules  to  which  flie  afcribed 
all  her  fweet  confulion— An  afcrifthm 
that  is  high  treafon  againft  my  sove- 
reign pride^-To  make  marriage  with 
0ir,  but  a  iecond-place  refuge  j  and  ai 
good  as  to  tell  me,  that  her  confuiiott 
was  owing  to  her  concern  that  there 
vrere  no  hopes  that  my  enemies  would 
accept  of  her  intended  offer  to  renovnot 
a  man  who  had  ventured  his  life  for 
her,  and  was  ft  ill  ready  to  run  the  famn 
rifque  in  her  behalf  t 

I  re-urged  her  to  make  me  happy-*« 
But  I  was  to  be  poftponed  to  bercoufin 
Morden''s  arrival.  On  him  are  now 
placed  all  her  hopes. 

I  raved ;  but  to  no  purpofe. 

Another  letter  was  to  be  fent,  or  had 
been  fent,  to  her  aunt  Hervey  {  to  which 
(he  hoped  an  anfwer. 

Yet  fometimes  I  think,  that  fainter 
and  fainter  would  have  been  her  pro- 
craftinattons,  had  I  been  a  man  of  cou* 
rage— f  If/  fo  fearful  nvas  lofoffendmg  f 

A  confounded  thing  I  The  man  tm 
be  fo  bafhful;  the  woman  to  want  f» 
much  courting ! — How  (hall  tvro  fuck 
come  together;  no  kind  mediatrefs  in 
the  way? 

But  I  moft  be  contented.  It  is  feli 
dom,  however,  that  a  \ovefo  ardent  at 
mine  meets  wich  a  fpirit  fo  refigned  itt 
t\it  fame perfon*  But  true  love,  I  am 
now  convif^ed,  only  wi(hest  nor  has  i% 
any  a6^ive  will  but  that  of  the  adoted 
objea. 

But,  O  the  charming  creature,  again 
of  herfelf  to  mention  London  I  Had 
Singleton^s  plot  been  of  my  o*wn  con-^ 
trivhig,  a  more  happy  expedient  could 
not  have  been  thought  of  to  indikt  her 
to  refumeher  purpofe  of  going  thither^ 
nor  can  I  divine  what  could  hi  h<r  reaV 
fon  for  pofbponing  it. 

I  indofe  the  letter'  from  Jofeph  Le- 
tnaOf 
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0iaiiy  ^idi  tmentionedto  thee  in  mine 
of  Monday  laft  *,  with  my  anfwcr  to 
It.  I  cannot  refift  the  vanity  that  ur^es 
me  to  the  communidation.  Othervrife', 
ttwere  better,  perhape,  that  I  fuflfer 
tiwe  to  imagine,  that  this  lady^s  ftars 
£ght  againft  her,  and  difpenfe  the  o|^- 
portunities  in  my  favour  which  are 
•Illy  ^e  confe^uencet  of  n»y  own  Ai- 
peruitive  invenuon. 


LETTER   XLIII. 

TO  mOBEItT  LOVELACB,  S8<^  BIS 
HONNBR. 

SAT.  AVmiL  15* 
WAY  IT  VtZASX  TOUa  HOKMER* 

THIS  It  to  let  your  honner  kno\ 
as  how  I  have  been  emploicd  in  a 
hiCnth  1  would  have  been  cxcufed  f roaa, 
if  fo  be  I  could,  for  it  is  to  gitt  evidenft 
frond  t  young  man,  who  has  of  late 
com*dcnittobe  my  cuzxen  bymy  graad* 
mother's  fide;  and  but  lately  come  to 
live  in  thefc  partes,  about  a  very  vile 
thing,  as  younge  matter  calls  it,  relat- 
ing to  your 'honner.  God  forbid  I 
ftottid  call  it  fo  without  your  leale.  It 
is  not  for  fo  plane  a  man  as  I  be,  to 
tacks  my  betters.  It  is  con  faming  one 
Mifs  Batirton,  of  Notingam;  a  very 
pritty«rature,  belike. 

Your  honner  got  her  awayr,  it  Ceems, 
by  a  falfe  lettefto  her,  macking  believe 
as  howe  her  fliecuzzen  that  ibe  derely 
loved,  was  coming  Co  fee  her;  and  was 
tacken  ill  upon  the  rodei  and  fo  Mifs 
Batirton  (et  out  in  a  fliafe,  and  one  far- 
Tant»  to  fet  her  cuzsen  from  the  tnne 
where  flie  laid  fick,  as  flie  thote:  and 
liie  {arvant  was  tricked,  and  braute 
Imckthe  (hafe;  but  Mifs  Batirton  was 
Mt  harde  of  for  a  month,  or  fo.  And 
.  %rficii  it  came  to  pafle,  that  her  frends 
ismide  her  oute,  and  would  have  proife- 
Imtid  your  honner,  your  honner  was 

ecuioad:  and  fo  ibe  was  broute  to- 
,  «•  one  may  fay,  before  your  hon- 
ker's return :  and  me  got  colde  tn  her 
Win-inn,  and  lanquitched,  and  foon 
Mfit  aad  the  child  is  Jiving;  but  your 
keener  never  troubles  your  honner's 
Md  about  it  in  the  leafl.  And  this  and 
Smbc  fuch  other  matters  of  verry  bad 
itporte,  Squier  Solmes  was  to  tell  my 
|»opg)adyof^  if  fo  be  (he  would  have 
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harde  hitn  it)eke,bel«fewcIdtiWAinet 
company,  as  I  may  fay,  from  hecref . 

I  nope  your  honner  will  ezcale  me^ 
But  I  was  forfed  to  tell  all  I  hank,  be* 
caufe  they  had  my  cuxzen  in  to  tlM% 
and  he  would  have  faid  he  had  toldc  mei 
fo  could  not  be  melely- mouthed,  §ot 
fere  to  be  blone  up,  and  pSefe  yow  Jm^ 
ner. 

Your  honner  helped  me  tomasy  ugly 
fiories  to  tell  againft  your  honner  tomy 
voun|;e  mafter,  and  yowice  nuflrifrf 
but  did  not  tell  me  aboot.tbta« 


I  moft  humbelly  befeche  your  be 
to  be  good  and  ktnde  and  fechfol  tomf 
deareft  younge  lady,  now  yoa  have  her| 
or  I  Aiall  bnke  my  harte  for  bavnif 
done  fome  dedes  that  have  bdped  ta 
bring  things  to  this  pafle*  Pray  ymm 
deregood honner, be }aft!  Pkvyeydo!-^ 
As  God  (hall  love  ye!  prayeydol— I 
cannot  write  no  more  far  tma  pi«fet» 
for  venry  fear  and  grief. 

But  now  I  cvmm*d  to  my  writiiu| 
agen,  will  your  honner  be  pleued  to  tdSl 
me,  if  as  bow  there  be  any  damKr  te 
your  honner  *s  life  finom  thie  Ufiiefti 
tor  my  cvseen  is  aft  lie  hier^d  to  so 
down  to  Mifs  Batirton^s  fiendee,  to  Se 
if  they  will  ftir  in  its  for  jroii  muft  kso* 
your  honner,  as  how  he  lived  in  tlieBa-> 
drton  family  at  the  time,  and  could  be 
a  good  evidenfe,  and  all  that. 

I  hope  it  was  not  fo  verry  bad,  «i  7^. 
tus  fays  it  wasj  for  he  fee  as  fac^  there 
was  a  rape  in  the  cafe  betwixt  yoa  m 
fitrfte^  and  plefe  your  boooer}  and  my 
euzzen  Titus  is  a  very  hodift  yoaage 
man  as  ever  brocke  bred.  This  is  his 
carackter ;  and  this  made  me  willinger 
to  owne  him  for  my  rehuiea»  wben  wc 
came  to  talck* 

-  If  there  (hould  be  danoer  of  your 
honner*s  life,  I  hope  your  honner  will 
not  be  hanged  like  as  one  of  as  cooi-. 
mon  men ;  onl^  have  yoar  hedd  c«t  oi^ 
or  fo:  and  yet  it  is  mty  fech  a  hedd 
Aould  be  loUed:  but  it  as  how  it  (houlde 
be  profiekutid  to  that  fWr,  which  God 
forbid,  beplefed,  nathslefe,  totUnck 
of  youre  fethf ul  Jofeph  Lemaa,  befoie 
your  hedd  be  condemned;  lor  alter 
condemnation,  as  I  have  been  told,  «1| 
will  be  the  king^s  or  the  ihtoeve*c» 

-  I  thote  as  howit  was  beft  to  •rqutai 
yonr  honner  of  thisf  and  for  yov  to-lce 
me  kno'  if  I  could  do  any^tT ' 
fitfre  yottr  honner,  aad  ptfeaa  1 
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^ttb  jny  CII9KA  Tkuf,  on  his  coming 
bick  mm  Nottiagam^  before  he  mackee 
Usreporti. 
I  hafc  gio  him  a  hint  already  t  '  For 

*  what,*  as  I  fed  to  him» '  cuzzen  Tituit 
f  figoifies  ftining  up  the  coles,  and 

*  mackJag  of  ftriTe,  to  make  rich  gen« 
'  tUiolkes  live  at  rarience,  and  to  be 
<  cutting  of  throtes,  and  foch-liker 

*  Very  trewe,'  fed  little  Titus.  And 
this  ana  pleCe  your  honnergis  me  hopes 
of  him,  if  (b  be  your  honner  gis  tee  di- 
icftiott}  fen*,  as  God  kno'es,  I  have  a 
poor,  a  verry  poor  invcnihon  4  only  a 
inlling  anina  to  prevent  mifchief,  that 
it  the  chief  of  my  aim,  and  alwavs  was^ 
1  blefa  mf  God  I— Els  I  coujd  hfive 
pnde  much  mifchief  in  my  time;  as 
indeed  moy  farvant  may.  Your  honner, 
^athelefs,  prai(es  my  invenihon  every 
now.  and.  then:  alas  I  and  plefe  your 
hooaer,  what  invenihon  fliould  fuche  a 
plane  man  as  I  have?— But  when  your 
nonner  fets  me  agoinsr  by  jour  fine 
iBvenflion,  I  can  do  well  enuff.  And 
I  am  fure  I  have  a  hearty  good- will 
|o  deierve  your  honner^s  faver,  if  I 
inought. 

Two  days,  as  I  may  fay,  off  and  on, 
hare  I  been  writinr  this  long  letter. 
-  And  vet  I  have  not  ted  all  I  would  fay. 
yor,  DO  it  knone  unto  your  honner,  as 
how  I  do  not  like  that  Capten  Singel- 
too,  which  I  told  jrou  of  it^  mj  tivo  la/I 
fittgrj.  He  is  always  layins  his  head 
and  my  yoMng  mafler*s  hedd  together} 
pkd  I  fnlpeft  much  if  £0  be  (bme  mif- 
diicf  is  oot  .going  on  between  themt 
and  ftill  the  more,  as  becaufe  my  eldell 
fowxf  lady  iemef  fo  l>e  joined  tp  theip 
imetijxies. 

Laft  week  my  young  mader  fed  be- 
fofv  my  fafe,   '  jl^  barU^j  blo9d  boiles 

*  ev«r,  Capt£H  SiiigikoM,  for  revengi 

*  ti^9M  iiii  And  he  called  your 
hoiiiier  by  a  name  ft  is  not  for  fuch  a 
VPon  aa  me  to  iky  what.  Capten  SingTel- 
Con  wbiipred  my  yonnge  mafter,  being 
I  was. by.  Soyonlige  ma(ler  fed,  '  Tpu 

*  may  J^  ^iV^'tbiag  befarf  Jofepb^  fur 
«  oltbafTbi  looks  fiiftiUU^  bf  baias  good 

*  a  harUt  umdas good  a  biddy  as  any 
^  fanvasst  Us  tbt  luorldi  nede  to  bayt* 
My  confcience  touched  me  juft  then. 
But  vky  flioulde  it }  when  all  I  do  if 
to  prevente  mifcheffi  and  ieing  your 
iMioer  lias  fo  much  patience,  which 
yoone^  mafter  has  not;  (bam  notafeurd 
of  fteumg  your  (loaner  any  •thing  whtt* 


^fteUmg 
Miemr* 
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And  furthermore,  I  have  fuchoa  de* 
fire  to  deihrve  your  bonner*s  botinty  c^ 
me,  as  mackes  me  let  nothing  paft  i 
can  tell  you  of,  to  prevent  harmi  and 
too-beiides  your  honner *s  goodtteft 
about  the  Blew  Bore^  which  I  have  f^ 

rd  an  accounte  of  *— I  am  fure  I  diall 
bounden  to  blefs  your  bonni6r  lh«  - 
longeft  day  I  have  to  live. 

And  then  the  Blew  Bore  is  not  alt 
neither;  fen*,  and  plefe  your  honner, 
the  pretty  Sowe  (God  forgive  me  for 

feftinff  in  fo  ferns  a  matter)  runs  in  my 
edd  likewife.  I  believe  I  (hall  lova 
her  mavmap  more  than  your  honner 
would  nave  mej  for  flie  begins  to  bi 
kind  and  gooJ-bumered,  and  liftena, 
and  plefe  your  honner,  licke  as  ifjb$ 
ivgs  amci^  beans,  when  J  talke  aboiit 
the  Blew  Bore,  and  all  that.  ^ 

Prayey  your  honner  forgive  the  geft* 
Sng  or  a  poor  plane  man.  We  common 
fokes  have  our  joys,  and  plefe  your 
honner,  lick  as  our  betters  nave;  ai|d 
if  we  be  fometimes  ihubbed,  wt  cai| 
find  our  underlings  to  fnob  them  agcai 
and. if  not,  we  can  get  a  wife  mayhap^ 
and  fnub  her:  fo  are  matters  fonie  how 
or  other  ourfells. 

But  how  I  try  your  hopner's  pa- 
tience I— Sarv^ts  will  (hew  their  jojk 
ful  hartes,  tho'  o|F  but  in  partineas, 
when  encouredg^d. 

Be  plefed  from  (he  prems^s  to  |et  ma 
kno*  if  as  how  I  can  be  put  upon  any 
farvice  to  fanre  your  honner,  and  tq 
farve  my  deereft  younge  lady ;  which 
God  grant !  For  I  begin  to  be  affearde 
for  her,  hearing  what  pcDle  talck — Tq 
be  fure  your  honner  will  not  do  her  09 
barmtf  as  a  man  may  (ay.  But  I  kno^ 
your  honner  muft  be  good  to  fo  v7onde<> 
rous  a  younge  lady.  How  can  you  hel|| 
it?— Byt  heere  my  ponfciehfe  fmitea 
me,  that  but  for  fos^t  of  sit^  Jtoriti^ 
ivbicb  jfour  bonmer  taute  ssUj  ssty  d4 
puifer  and  m  old  lady,  asid  tbt  t*w$  old 
fquins,  *wouid  not  bav$  been  abU  to  iig 
balf  fo  bard-barted  as  tbey  bif  for  aU 
nsfbat  my  young  mafier  and joungsnijlrefi 
fayes. 

And  here  is  the  (ad  thing}  they  cai^« 
not  come  to  clere  up  matters  with  mjf 
deereft  young  lady,  becaufe,  as  yourbon^ 
mr  bas  ordered  it,  tbey  have  thefe  ftorie^ 
as  if  bribed  by  me  out  of  your  hoaner*f 
farvaati  which  muft  not  be  kaowa  for 
fere  you  (hould  kiirn  and  me  too,  an4 
blacken  the  briber  1^-Ah  I  yoor  honv 
s«r1«4  doute  as  that  I  no  a  very  vild 

f«M«y, 
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fdlov^y  (Lord  blefs  mv  ibul,  I  pray 
bod)  and  did  not  intend  it. 

But  if  npy  decieft  young  lady  IhouM 
come  to  harm  and  plefe  your  honner, 
the  boribpond  at  the  Blew  BoiT-^But 
Xoid  preierve  us  all  from  all  bad  mif- 
cbeiT,'  and  all  bad  endcs,  I  pray  the 
Lord ! — For  tho'ff  your  honner  is  kinde 
to  mt  irt  worldly  peltf,  yet  '<wbat/ball  a 
matt  get  to  loos  bis  foul,  as  Holy  Skrit- 
tuer  lays>  and  plefe  your  honner? 

But,  nathclefS)  I  am  in  hope  of  rep- 
^ntence  hereafter,  being  but  a  you nge 
loao>  if  I  do  wrong  thro'  ignorens ; 
jypiic  hpnner  being  a  great  man,  and  a 
entewiti  and  I  a  poor  crature,  not 
worthy  notice;  and  your  honner  able 
lo  anfwcr  for  all.  But,  hpwfomever, 
i  ^myour  bokner^sfetb/ulfarvant  in  all 

Jos^fhLsman. 
LETTER    XLIV, 

J«R.  LOYSLACE,  TO  JOSEPH  LEMAN. 

MpWDAY,  APaXL  X7« 
RoNEtT   JOSEPH, 

VO  U  bave  a  worfe  opinion  of  your 
invention  than  you  ought  to  have. 
Jlijnuftpraifek  again.  Of  aplain  man's 
)iead,.I  have  pot  known  many  better 
than  yours.  How  often  have  your  fore- 
cad  and  difcretion  anfwered  my  wifhes 
in  cafes  which  I  could  not  forefee,  not 
^knowing  how  my  .eenfral  direftions  ' 
would  Aicceed,  or  what  might  happen 
Sn  the  execution  of  them !  You  arc  too 
doubtful  of  your  own  abilities,  honeft 
Jofeph^  that's  your  fault.  But  it  being 
^^  favilt  that  is  owing  to  natural  modefty, 
yoii  ought  rather  to  b.fe  fitied  for  it  than 
'blamed. 

.  Tlie  affair  of  T^ifs  Bctterton  was  a 
jouthful  frolick.  I  Jove  dearly  to  exer- 
cifc  my  invention.  I  do  affureyou,  Jo- 
leph,  that  I  have  ever  had  more  picafure 
IB  my  contrivances,  than  in  the  end  of 
them.  I  am^no  fenlual  man }  but  a  man 
.f  f  fpirit— One  woman  is  like  another— 
You  underhand  me,  Jofepb^-'^ln  cour- 
fing  all  the  fport  is  made  by  the  wind- 
ing hare.  A  barn-door  chick  is  better 
eating.  No'Myoutakeme,Jofepb, 

^ii^s  Bctterton  was  but  a  tradcnnaii's 
'daughter.  The  family,  indeed,  were 
gix)%yn  rich,  and  aimed  at  a  new  line  of 
^fiujv}  ated  were  unreAfOBable  enough 


to  expejl  a  man  of  my  family  -vie^ 
marry  her.  I  was  honeft.  I  gave  the 
jroui^g  lady  no  hope  of  that;  for  die  put 
It  to  me.  She  refented :  kjept  up,  aod 
was  kept  up.  A  little  innocent  con- 
trivailce  was  neceflary  to  get  her  out— 
But  no  rape  in  the  cafe,  T  aifureyoa, 
Jofeph-^She  loved  me:  I  loved  her. 
Indeed,  when  I  ^ot  her  to  the  inn,  I 
afked  her  no  queftions.  It  is  cruel  to  aik 
a  modeib  woman  for  her  confent.  It  is 
creating  difficulties  to  both.  Had  not 
her  friends  been  officious,  I  had  bees 
conftant  and  faithful  to  her  to  this  day, 
its  far  as  I  know^^For  then  I  had  not 
jtnown  my  angel. 

I  went  not  abroad  upon  ber  account. 
She  loved  me  too  well,  to  have  appeared 
againft  me.  Shb  refufed  to  fign  a  paper 
they  had  drawn  up  for  her,  to  found  A 
profecution  lipont  and  the  bruul  crea* 
tures  would  not  permit  the  midwife's 
affiflance,  till  her  life  was  in  danger  j 
and  I  believe  to  this  her  death  was  ow- 
ing. 

I  went  into  mourning  for  ber,  though 
dbroad  at  the  time.  A  di&in^ion  I  have 
ever  paid  to  thofe  worthy  creattxies  who 
died'  in  childbed  by  me. 

I  was  evei*  nice  in  my  loves.  Thefc 
were  the  rules  I  laid  down  to  my(elf  on 
my  entrance  into  aftive  life :  To  fei  the 
mother  above  want,  if  her  friendCwere 
cruel,  and  if  I  could  not  m  her  a  hnf* 
band  worthy  of  her:  to  mtin  common 
womenj  a  piece  of  juftice  I  owed  to  in- 
nocent ladies,  as  well  as  to  myfelf :  to 
in  any  off  a  former  miftreft,*  ?f  po^le, 
before  I  took  to  a  new  one:  to  maintain 
a  lady  handfomely  In  her  lying-tn:  to 
provide  for  the  little  one^  if  it  lived,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  it's  mother:  to 
fo  into  mourning  for  the  mother,  if  ffie 
ied.  And  the  promi(b  of  this  was  « 
great  comfort  to  the  pretty  dears,  as 
they  grewmear  their  times. 

AlTmy  errors;  all  n>y  expencea,  hare 
been  with  and  upon  women.  So  I  cnnld 
acquit  my  confcience,  (acting  thus  ho- 
nourably by  them)  as  well  as  my  dir* 
cretion,  as  to  point  of  fortune. 

All  men  love  women:  and  find  me  a 
man  of  more  honour  in  thefe  points,  \€ 
you  can,  Jofcph. 

No  wonder  the  iex  love  me  as  thev 
do» 

But  novj  I  am  ftri^tly  virtootis.  I 
am  reformed.  So  I  have  been  for  a  )ang« 
loner  lime:  refolving  to  marry,  as  (boi^ 
at  fcan  prevail  u|>op  |he  naoft  admi^ 
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Able  of  women  to  have  me.  I  think  of 
nobody^  elfe:  it  U  impoilibJe  I  (hould. 
I  have  fpared  very  pretty  girls  for  her 
fake.  Very  true,  Jofcph !  So  fct  your 
bonefl  heart  at  reft — You  fee  the  paios 
I  take  to  fatjffy  your  qualms. 

But  as  to  Mifs  Becterton—No  rape 
in  the  cafe  I  repeat.  Rapes  are  unna- 
tural things:  and  more  art  than  are 
imagined,  Jofeph.— I  (hould  be  loth  to 
be  put  to  fuch  a  ftreight.  I  never  was. 
Mifs  Betterton  was  taken  from  me 
a|[ainft  her  own  will.  In  that  cafe,  her 
friends,  not  I,  committed  the  rape. 

I  have  contrived  to  fee  the  boy  twice, 
unknown  to  the  aunt,  who  take«  care 
of  him;  loveahiro;  and  would  not  now 
rart  with  him,  on  any  confideration. 
The  boy  is  a  fine  boy,  I  thank  God. 
No  father  need  be  afliamed  of  him.  He 
will  be  well  provided  for.  If  not,  I 
would  uke  care  of  him.  He  will  have 
his  mother*s  fortune.  They  curfe  the 
father,  ungrateful  wretches !  but  blefs 
the  boy—- Upon  the  whole,  there  is  no- 
thing vile  in  this  matter  on  my  fide ;  a 
great  deal  on  the  Bettertons. 

Wherefore,  Jofeph,  be  not  thou  in 
pain,  either  for  mj  head,  or  for  iby  own 
neck;  nor  for  the  Blue  Boar;  nor  for 
the  pretty  Sow. 

I  iove  your  jefting.  Jeftiog  better  be- 
comes a  poor  man,  than  qualms.— I 
]ove  to  have  you  jcft.  All  we  fay,  all 
we  do,  all  we  wifli  for,  is  a  jefl.-  He 
that  makes  life  itfclf  not  fo,  is  a  fad 
fellow,  and  has  the  woril  of  it. 

I  doubt  not,  Jofeph,  but  you  have  had 
voor  joys,  as  you  fay,  as  well  as  your 
betters.  May  you  have  more  and  more, 
booeft  Jofeph !— He  that  grudges  a  poor 
man  }oy,  ought  to  have  none  himfelf. 
Jeft  on,  therefore:  jefting,  I  repeat,  bet- 
ter becomes  thee  than  qualms. 

I  had  no  med  to  tell  you  of  Mifs  Bet- 
terton: did  I  not  fumiin  you  with  (lories 
enough  without  hers,  againft  myfelf ,  to 
augment  your  credit  with  your  cunning 
maiiers?  Befides,  I  was  loth  to  mention 
Mifs  Betterton,  her  friends  being  all 
Jiving,  and  in  credit.  I  loved  her  too : 
for  Ibe  was  taken  from  me  by  her  cruel 
friends  while  our  joys  were  young. 

But  enough  of  dear  Mifs  Betterton* 
Dear^  I  fay ;  for  death  r»<//ar/.— Reft 
to  her  worAy  foul !— There,  Jofeph,  off 
^went  a  deep  figh  to  the  memory  of  Mifs 
3ctterton  1 

As  to  the  journey  of  little  Titus,  [I 
HOW  recoliea  the  fellow  by  his  name] 
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let  that  take  it*s  courfet-a  lady  dying 
in  child -bed  eighteen  months  ago;  no  < 
procefs  begun  in  her  life-time;  refufing 
herfelf  to  give  evidence  againft  me 
while  (he  liyed«^Pretty  circumftances 
to  found  an  rndi^ment  for  a  rape  upon! 

As  to  your  young  lady,  the  ever«* 
admirable  Mifs  ClariflaHarlowe,  I  aU 
ways  courted  her  for  a  wife.  Others 
rather  expelled  marriage  from  the  va- 
nity of  their  own  hearts,  than  from  my 
promifes.  For  I  was  always  careful  of 
what  I  promifed.  You  know,  Jofeph^ 
that  I  have  gone  beyond  my  promilcs 
Xoyou^  I  do  to  every -body:  and  why  f 
Becaufe  it  is  the  beft  way  of  (hewing, 
that  I  have  no  grudging  or  narrow  fpi* 
rit.  A  promife  is  an  obligation.  A 
juft  man  ivill  keep  bis  promtft.  A  ^e- 
mnms  man  tvillgo  bejond  it.  This  is 
my  rule. 

If  you  doubt  my  honour  to  your 
young  lady,  it  is  more  than  (he  does» 
She  would  not  day  with  me  an  hour  if 
(he  did.  Mine  is  the  fteadieil  heart  in 
the  world.  Haft  thou  not  rcafon  to 
think  it  fo?— Why  this  fqueamiibncfs 
then,  honeft  Jofeph  > 

Bat  it  is  becanfe  thou  art  honeft:  (o 
I  forgive  thee.  Whoever  Ipvcs  my 
divine  Clart(ra,  loves  me. 

Let  James  Harlov^e  call  me  Vhat 
names  he  will.  For  his  lifter's  Take  t 
will  bear  them.  Do  not  be  concerned 
for  me.  Her  favour  will  make  me 
rich  amends.  His  own  vilely  mali- 
cious heart  will  make  his  blood  boil 
O'Vir  at  any  time:  and  when  it  dods, 
thinkeft  thou  that  I  will  let  it  touch 
my  confcience?— And  if  not  mifiep 
why  (hould  it  touch  thine P  Ah!  Jo- 
feph, Jolephl  what  a  fooli(h  teazer  is 
thy  confcience!— Such  a  confcience,  a^ 
gives  a  plain  man  trouble,  whtn  he  in- 
tends to  do  for  the  belt,  is  weaknefs, 
not  confcience. 

But  fay  what  thou  wilt,  write  all 
thou  knoweft  or  hearcft  of,  to  me:  TJl 
have  patience  with  every-body.  Why 
(hould  I  not,  when  it  is  as  much  the 
defire  of  my  heart,  as  it  is  of  thine,  to 
prevent  mifchicf  ? 

So  now,  Jofeph,  having  taken  all 
this  pains  to  fatisfy  thy  confcience,  and 
anfwer  all  thy  doubts,  and  to  bani(h 
all  thy  feais;  let  me  come  to  a  neiM 
point. 

Your  endeavours  and  mine,  which 

were  defi^ned,  hjf  round-about  xtavj, 

to  reconcile  all,  even  againib  the  wills 

3E  of 
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of  the  moft  obftinate,  have  not,  we  fee^ 
anfwered  the  end  we  hopfcd  they  v.'ould 
anfwcrj  but,  on  the  contrary,  have 
widened  the  unhappy  differences  be- 
tween our  families.  But  this  has  not 
been  either  your  fault  or  mine:  it  is 
owing  to  the  black  pitch -like  blood  of 
j^our  venomous -hearted  yoiing  maimer, 
boiliBg  oviTy  as  he  owns,  that  our  ho- 
Aeft  wifhes  havehithertobeen  fruiUated. 

Yet  we  moft  proceed  in  the  fame 
ieom^Je:  we  (hall  tire  them  out  in  tfme,- 
and  they  will  propofe  terms ;  and  when 
they  do,  they  (hall  find  how  reafon- 
stble  mine  (hall  be,  little  as  they  de- 
ferve  from  me. 

Perfevere  therefore,  Jofeph;  honeft 
Jofeph,  pei-Teverej  and,  unlikely  as 
you  may  imagine  the  means,  our  de- 
fires  win  be  at  laft  obtained. 

We  hare  nothing  for  it  now,  but  to 
go  through  with  our  work  in  the  way 
Mft  have  begun.  For  (ince  (as  I  told 
you  in  my  laft)  my  beloved  miftrufts 
you,  (he  will  blow  you  up,  Tf  (he  be 
ftdt  mine.  If  (he  bg,  I  can  and  'will 
proteft  you;  and  as,  if  the«  will  be 
any  fault,  in  her  opinion,  ttwill^  be  ra- 
ther mine  than  yours,  (he  xv;^ forgive 
^ou,  and  keep  her  hu(band*s  feprets, 
W  the  fake  ot  his  reputation!  ^Ife  (he 
will  be  guilty  of  a  great  failure  in  het 
duty.  So,  now  you  have  fet  your 
hand  to  the  plough,  Jofeph,  there  is  no 
looking  back. 

And  what  is  the  confequence  of  all 
this  ?  One  labour  more,  and  that  will 
be  all  that  will  fall  to  your  lotj  at 
leaft,  of  confequence. 

^y  beloved  is  refolved  nottO  think 
t>f  marriage  till  (he  has  tried  to  move 
her  friends  to  a  reconciliation  with  her. 
You  know  they  are  determined  not  to 
be  reconciled.  She  has  it  in  her  head, 
I  doubt  not,  to  make  me  fubmit  to 
the  people  I  hate^  and  if  I  did,  they 
would  rather  infult  me,  than  receive 
my  condefcenfion  as  they  ought.  She 
tvcn  owns,  that  (he  will  renounce  me, 
jf  they  infift  t^pon  it,  provided  they 
will  give  up  Solmes!  So,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, I  am  ftill  as  far  as  ever  from 
the  happinefs  of  calling  her  minei  in-» 
deed  lam  mure  likely  than  ever  to  loie 
her;  (if  I  cannot  contrive  ibme  way 
to  avail  myfelf  of  the  prefent  critical 
iituation)  and  then,  Jo(epb,  all  I  have 
been  (Indying,  and  all  you  have  b€en 
doing,  will  lignify  nothing. 
At  the  place  where  we  are,  we  cannot 


I 


long  be  private.  '  <»  lodgings  are  in« 
convenient  for  us,  <t,  le  both  together, 
sjnd  while  (he  re(u(es  to  marry.  She 
wants  to  get  me  at  a  dlilance  from  her. 
There  ^re  extraordinary  convenient 
lodgings  in  my  eye  in  London^  where 
we  could  be  private,  and  all  mifchief 
avoided.  When  there,  (if  I  get  her 
thither 3»  (he.wi1l  in(ifti  that  I  (hall  leave 
hd:.  Mifs  Howe  is  for  ever  putting 
her  upon  contrivances.  That,  yon 
know,  is  the  reafon  I  have  been  obliged, 
by  your  means,  to  play  the  family  off 
at  Harlowe  Place  upon  Mrs.  Howe, 
and  Mrs.  Mowe  upon  her  daughter—* 
Ah!  Tofeph '^Little  need  for  your 
fears  for  my  an^l:  i  only  am  in  dan- 
ger— But  wereTthe  free  liver  I  am  re- 
ported  to  be,  all  this  could  I  get  over 
with  a  wet  finger,  as  the  faying  is. 

But,  by  the  help  of  one  of  vonr 
hints,  Ivhave  thought  of  an  expedient 
which  will  do  everv-thing;^  and  raife 
vour  reputation,  though  already  fo 
high,  higher  ftill.  This  Singleton,  I 
hear,  is  a  fellow  who  loves  enterpria* 
ing:  the  view  he  has  to  get  James  Har- 
lowe  to  be  his  principal  owner  in  a 
larger  vefft^  which  he  virants  to  be  pot 
into  the  command  of,  maybe  tbefub* 
Jeft  of  their  prelent  clo(e  converfation. 
But  (ince  he  is  taug^ht  to  have  fo  good 
an  opinion  of  you,  Jofeph,  cknnot  yon 
(ft»l)  pretending  an  abhorrence  of  me, 
and  of  my  contrivances)  propo(c  to 
Singleton  to  propofe  to  James  Harlown 
(who  fo  much  tbirfts  for  revenge  upon 
me)  to  aflift  him  with  his  whole  (hip's 
crew,  upon  occa(ion,  t6  carry  off  nis 
(iftertoLeith,  where  both  havehoules, 
or  elfewhere  ? 

You  may  tell  them,  that  if  this  can 
be  effef^d,  it  will  make  me  raving 
mad;  and  bring  your  young  lady  into 
all  their  meafures. 

You  can  inform  them,  Ms/rommjf 
fervant,  of  the  diftance  (he  keeps  mc 
at,  in  hopes  of  procurin^r  her  father's 
forgivenefs,  by  cruelly  giving  me  up, 
if  in{ifted  upon. 

You  can  tell  tbemi  that  as  the  only 
fecret  my  fervant  has  kept  from  you« 
is,  the  place  we  are  in,  you  make  no 
doubt,  that  a  twqr-guinea  bribe  will 
bring  that  out,  and  alfo  an  informa- 
tion  when  I  (hall  be  at  a  diftance  front 
her,  that  the  enterprise  may  be  con* 
duffed  With  fafety. 

You  may  tell  them,  (ftill  as  front 
oiyfervint}  that  wc  are  about  fcmov. 
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iftg  from  inconyenient   lodgings  to 
others  morecon venicnt  j  (which  it  true) 
and  that  I  muft  be  ofteo  abfent  from 
I.     ker. 

If  they  liftcn  to  jour  propofal,  you 
will  promote  your  intereA  ^ith  Betty, 
by  telling  it  to  her  as  a  fecret.  Betty 
will  tell  Arabellaof  it.  Arabella  will 
beoverjoyed  at  atiy-thing  that  will  help 
forward  her  revenue  upon  mej  and 
will  reveal  it  (if  her  brother  do  not) 
to  her  uncle  Antony.  He  probably 
will  whifper  it  to  Mrs.  Howe.  Sl&e 
can  keep  nothing  from  her  daughter^ 
though  they  are  always  jangling.  Her 
daughter  will  acquaint  my  beloved  with 
it.  And  if  it  will  not,  or  if  it  will, 
come  to  my  ears  fr6m  foroe  of  thofe, 
you  can  write  it  to  me,  as  in  confi- 
dence, by  way  0."  preventing  mifchief } 
which  is  the  ftudy  of  us  both. 

I  can  then  fliew  it  to  my  beloved. 
Then  will  flie  be  for  placing  a  greater 
confidence  in  me.  That  will  convince 
me  of  her  love,  which  now  I  am  fome* 
times  ready  to  doubt.    She  will  be  for 

I  haftening  to  the  fafer  lodgings.  I 
ibali  have  a  pretence  to  ilay  about  her 
perfon,  as  a  guard.  She  will  be  con- 
vinced* that  there  is  no  expeAation  to 
be  bad  of  a  reconciliation.    You  can 

I  give  James  Harlowe  and  Singleton 
conimual  falft  fcents,  as  I  ihall  direffc 
Tou;  fo  that  BO  mifchief  can  pollibly 
bappen. 

And  what  will  be  the  happy,  happy, 
thrice  happy  confequence  ?— The  lady 

i  will  be  mine  in  an  honourable  way. 
We  fliall  all  be  friends  in  good  time« 
The  two  guineas  will  be  an  agreeable 
addition  Is  tbf  maty  gratuitiii  J  ha'ue 
helped  you  tb  by  tie  Uke  contrivanas  • 
fnm  Ibis  JHttgy  family »  Your  reputa- 
tion, both  for  bead  and  heart,  as  I  blnt- 
•d  before,  will  be  heightened^  The 
Blue  Boar  will  alfo  be  yours.  Nor 
ihall  you  have  the  leaft  difficulty  about 
nifing  money  to  buy  the  ftock,  if  it  be 
worth  ymir  while  to  have  it. 

Betty  will  likewtfe  then  be  yours. 
You  have  both  faved  money,  it  feems. 
The  whole  Harlowe  family,  whom 
Vott  have  fo  faithfully  ferved,  ['TIs 
ucvin^  them,  furely,  to  prevent  the 
ttdlchief  which  their  violent  fiin  would 

^  luve  brought  upon  them]  will  throw 
)NNi  in  fomewhat  towards  hou  (ekeeping. 


I  will  ftill  add  to  your  (lore.    80  no« 
thing  but  happinefs  before  you  1 

Crow,  Juieph,  crow!  A  dunehill 
of  tKy  own  in  view:  ^rvants  to  fnub 
at  thy  pleafure.  A  wife  to  quarrel 
with,  or  to  love .  as  thy  humour  leads 
thee)  landlord  and  Umdlmdy  at  every 
word.  To  be  paid,  inftead  of  payingt 
for  thv  eating  and  drinking,  but  not 
thus  nappy  only  in  thyielfj  happy  \tL 
promoting  peace  and  reconciliation  be* 
tween  two  good  families,  in  the  long 
roh)  without  hurting  any  Chriftian 
foul.  OJofeph,  honeftjofeph!  what 
envv  wilt  thou  raifel— Andwho  would 
be  (queamiih  with  fuch  profpefis  be- 
fore  him  I 

This  one  labour,  I  repeat,  crowni 
the  work.  If  you  can  get  but  fuch  t 
defign  entertained  by  them,  whether 
Ihey  ofofecute  it  or  iiot,  it  will  be 
equally  ta  the  purpofe  of  your  hving 
friend^ 

R.  LoviLAcr* 


LETTER    XLV. 

MISS  CLARlStA  HARiOWI>TO  Mk$» 
HSaVKY. 

[iMC.toiKP  tsr  ma  last  to  itiss 

JiOWB.] 

tuvssday,  AraxL  to* 

noMovain  madam,  * 

HAVING  not  had  the  favour  of 
an  anfwer  to  a  letter  I  took  the 
liberty  to  write  to  you  on  the  i4(h,  I  - 
am  in  fome  hopes  that  it  may  have  mif- 
carried;  (or  I  bad  much  rather  it  (hould, 
than  to  have  the  mortification  to  think 
that  my  aunt  Hervey  deemed  me  un- 
worthy of  the  honour  of  her  notice.  ' 

In  this  hope,  having  kept  a  copy  of 
it,  and  not  being  able  to  exprefs  my- 
felf  in  terms  better  fuited  to  the  un- 
happy circumftances  of  things,  I  tran* 
fcribe  and  inclofe  what  I  then  wrote*. 
And  I  hurablv  befeech  you  to  favour 
the  contents  of  it  with  your  intereft. 

Hitherto  it  is  in  my  power  to  perforta 
what  I  underuke  for  in  tiiis  letter j  and 
it  would  be  very  grievous  to  me  to  be 
precipitated  upon  meafures,  which  may 
render  the  defii^ble  reconciliation  more 
diAcult. 

If,  Madami   I  were  permitted  to 


*  *  Tiw  OQ&^ti  of  tbe  Letter  referred  to  are  pven  Page  349. 
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write  to  you  with  the  hopes  of  being 
ftnfwered,  I  could  clear  my  intention 
with  regard  to  the  fVep  I  havetaken, 
although  I  could  not  perhaps  acquit 
Hiyfelf  to  fomc  of  my  fevercft  judges, 
of  an  imprudence  previous  to  it.  Yon, 
I  am  fure,  would  pity  me,  if  you  knew 
all  I  could  fay,  and  how  miferable  I 
am  in  the  forfeiture  of  the  good  opi- 
nion of  all  my  friends. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  tbiir  favour  Is 
yet  retrievable.  But  whatever  be  the 
determination  at  Harlowe  Place,  do  not 
yoUf  my  deareft  aunt,  deny  me  the  fa- 
vour  of  a  few  lines,  to  inform  me  if 
there  can  be  any  hope  of  a  reconcilia* 
tion  upon  terms  lefs  ibocking  tlian 
ihofe  heretofore  endeavoured  to  be  im- 

Sofed  upon  me;  or  if  (which  Godfor- 
idl)  I  am  to  be  fur  ever  reprobated. 

At  leaft,  my  dear  aunt,  procure  for 
0ie  the  juftice  of  my  wearing- apparel, 
and  the  little  money  and  other  things 
which  I  wrote  to  my  fifter  for,  and 
mention  in  the  inclofed  to  youj  that  I 
miey  not  be  deftitute  of  common  con- 
veniences, or  be  under  a  .neceifity  to 
ewe  an  obligation  for  fuch,  where  (at 
pre&nt,  however)  I  wouldieaftof  all 
-owe  it. 

Allow  me  to  fay,  that  had  I  dtfign^ 
-^  what  haf)pened,  I  mieht  (as  to  the 
•  money  and  jewels  at  leaS)  have  iaved 
jnyfelf  fomeof  themortificationf  which 
i  have  fufFered,  and  which  I  ftill  fur- 
ther apprehend,  if  my  requeft  be  not 
complied  with. 

If  you  are  permitted  to  encourage  an 
^clairciffement  of  what  I  hint,  I  will 
open  my  whole  heart  to  you,  and  in- 
form you  of  tvery-thing. 

If  it  beanypleafure  to  have  me  mor- 
tified, be  pleajed  to  let  it  be  known, 
that  I  am  extremely  mortified:  and  yet 
it  is  entirely  from  my  own  refIe£lions 
that  I  am  fo^  having  nothlne:  to  find 
fault  with,  in  the  behaviour  ofthe  per- 
fon  from  whom  evei*y  t\\\  was  appre- 
hended. 

The  I)ear€r  having  bufinefs  your 
way,  will  bring'  me  your  anfwer  on 
Saturday  mornin?,  if  you  favour  n^e 
according  to  my  aofxes.  I  knew  not 
that  I  ftiould  have  this  opportunity  till 
I  had  written  the  above. 

I  am,  my  deai^ft  aunt,  jour  efver* 

Cl.Harlowje* 
Se  pUafc^  t«  4«C'e4  fej  aiC|  if  I  m 


to  be  favoured  with  t  few  Kaetr 
*  To  be  left  at  Mr.  Ofgood's,  near 
'  Soho  Square:*  and  nobody  fliall 
ever  know  ot  your  goodncfs  to 
me,  if  you  defire  it  to  be  kept  a 
(ecret. 


LETTER    XLVI. 

MISS  HOWE,  TO    Miss   CLARISSA 
HARLOWE. 

SATURDAY,   Aran  ISf 

1  Cannot  for  my  life  account  for  your 
wretches  teaaing  ways.  But  he 
certainly  doubts  your  love  of  him.  la 
this  he  is  a  tMdefi  man,  as  well  TAfime^ 
hodyf\{^  and  tacitly  confeiTes,  that  he 
does  not  deferve  it. 

Your  Ifraelitifli  hankerings  after  the 
Egyptian  onion;  (teftified  ftill  more  i« 
your  letter  to  your  aunt)  your  often- 
repeated  regrets  for  meeting  him;*  for 
being  betrayed  away  by  hira — ^Thefc 
he  cannot  bear. 

I  have  been  looking  back  on  the 
whole  of  his  conduct,  and  comparing 
it  with  his  general  char  after;  and  find 
that  he  is  more  conjipentlj^  more,  kkt- 
formlyj  mean,  revengeful,  aild  proad» 
than  either  of  us  once  imagined. 

From  his  cradle,  as  I  may  fav,  at 
an  only  cbiU,  and  a  boy,  huroouriome^ 
r{)oiled,  mifchievous;  the  governor  tif 
his  governors. 

A  libertine  in  his  riper  years,  hardly 
regardful  of  appearances;  and  defptiV 
ing  the  fex  in  |reneral,  for  the  faults  of 
particulars  of  it,  who  made  tbemielvtc 
too  cheap  to  him. 

What  has  been  his  behaviour  in  your 
family,  a  Clarissa  in  view,  (mm 
the  time  you rfooliih  bi-otherwasobli^d 
to  take  a  life  from  him)  but  ddbnoa 
for  defiances  ?--Getting  you  into  bis 
power  by  terror,  by  artifice.  What 
politenefs  can  be  expelled  from  fuch  a 
man? 

Wtfll,  but  what  in  fuch  a  fituationia 
to  be  done?  Why,  you  muft  defpife 
him:  you  muft  hate  him— 4f  you  can—* 
9nd  run  away  from  him— -But  whither^ 
Whither  indeed,  now  that  your  brother 
is  laying  fooliih  plots  to  put  you  in  a 
Aill  worfe  condition,  as  it  may  happen? 

But  if  you  cannot  defpiie  and  hate 
him;  if  you  care  not  to  break  widi 
hirn;  you  mufl  part  with^fome  punc- 
uKaCi  «nd  if  tjkclbdotpg  bringjioto^ 
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-llttlblansity,  you  muft  put  yourfelf 
into  fbe  protefllon  of  the  ladies  of  hh 
bmily. 

Their  refpeft  for  you  it  of  itfelf  a 
(ecority  for  his  honour  to  you,  if  there 
could  be  any  room  for  doi|bt.  And  at 
leailyou  (hould  remind  him  of  his  of- 
fer to  bring  one  bf  the  Mifs  Monta- 
|iiet  to  attend  you  at  your  new  lod^- 
wp  in  xovvn,  and  accompany  you  till 
•Ilis  happily  over% 

This,  you'll  fay,  will  be  as  good  ap 
iffAir/ajf  yourfelf  to  be  his.  And  fa 
lit  it.  You  ought  not  now  to  think  of 
any-thing  eife  but  to  be  his.  Does 
not  your  brother's  proje^  convince  you 
Bore  and  more  of  this  ? 

Giv€  over  then,  my  deareft  friend, 
any  thoughts  ef  this  hopclefs  recon- 
cihation,  ivticb  hat  kef  t you  balancing 
ihuUng.  You  own,  in  the  letter  be* 
ftmeme,  that  he  made  very  explicit  of- 
fcrs,  though  vou  give  me  not  the  very 
iMids,  '  An(f  he  gave  his  reafons,  I 
perceive,  with  his  wiflies,  that  you 
Ihoukl  accept  them:  which  very  few  of 
theforry  fellows  do;  whofe  plea  is  ge- 
nerally but  a  compliment  to  our  felf- 
love— Ti^tfT  octf  muji  lo^i  ibim,  how- 
ever prefumptuous  and  unworthy,  bt" 
umf4tb€ylo*ve  us, 

Wene  I  in  your  flate^  and  hz6jfour. 
charming  delicacies,  I  (hould^  perhaps^ 
do  as  you  do.  No  doubt  but  I  ihould 
expe6(  that  the  man  ihould  urge  me 
with  refpcdful  warmth  J  that  he  would 
<  fupplicate  wiih  conftancy,  and  that  all 
his  words  and  anions  ihould  tend  to 
Che  one  principal  point — Neverthelefs, 
if  I  fufpeded  art  or  delay,  founded 
upon  his  doubts  of  my  love,  I  would 
cidier  oondefcend  to  clear  up  his  doubts 
•r  renounce  him  for  ever. 

And  in  this  laft  cafe,  I,  your  Ann« 
Howcp  would  exert  myfelf,  and  either 
find  yoo  a  private  refuge,  or  refolve  to 
fliarefortunei  with  you. 

What  a  wretch,  to  be  fo  eaiily  an* 
fwered  by  your  reference  to  the  arrival 
of  your  coufio  Mordenl  But  |  am 
affnid  that  you  was  too.fcrupulous:— 
fordid  he. not  refent  that  reference? 

Could  we  have  bis  account  of  the 
matter,  I  fancy,  my  dear,  I  fliould 
think  you  over-nice,  over*delicate*. 


Had  yon  laid  hold  of  hit  acinpwlfdg^d 
explicLtnefs,  be  would  have  been  ai 
much  in  your  power,  at  now  youfeem 
to  be  in  ^'i— Vou  wanted  not  to  b« 
told,  that  the  perfon  who  had  been 
tricked  into  fuch  a  (lep  as  you  had 
taken,  muft  of  neccflity  lubmit  to  many 
mortifications. 

fiat  were  it  to  jyrr,  a  girl  of  fpirit  aa 
I  am  thought  to  be,  I  do  alfure  you,  I 
would  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  (all  the 
time  I  would  allow  to  pun£lilioin  fucli 
a  cafe  as  yours)  know  what  he  drive* 
at:  iince  either  he  muft  mean  nvellot 
ill.  If  ill,  the  fooner  you  know  it,  th« 
better.  If  <utf//,  whofe  modefty  is  it 
be  diftreflfes,  but  that  of  his  own  wife) 

And  methinkt  you  fliould  endeavour 
to  avoid  all  exafperating recriminations^ 
as  to  what  you  have  heard  of  his  faiU 
ure  in  morals  ^  efpecially  while  you  art 
fo  happy,  as  not  to  have  occaiion  to 
fpeak  or  them  b^  experience. 

I  grant,  that  it^ives  a  worthy  mind 
fome  fatisfa£lion  in  having  borne  it*a 
teftimony  againft  the  immoralities  of  a 
bad  one.  But  that  corrc6lion  which  ia 
unfealbnablv  given,  is  more  likely  ei* 
ther  to  harden  or  make  an  hypocrite^ 
than  to  reclaim. 

I  am  nleafed,  however,  at  well  aa 
vou,  with  his  making  light  of  your 
brother's  i4;(/f  project.— Poor  creatuiet 
and  muft  Mafter  Jemmy  Harlowe,  with 
his  half-wit|  pretend  to  plot,  andcon-  . 
trive  roifchief,  yet  rail  at  Lovelace  for 
the  fame  things  ?— A  witty  villain  de^ 
ferves  hanging  at  once:  (and  without 
ceremony  if  you  pleafe)  but  a  half« 
witted  one  deferves  broken  bones  firft* 
and  hanging  afterwards.  IthinkLove- 
lace  has  given  bit  cbarad^r  in  few 
words  f. 

fie  angry  at  Aie,  if  you  pleafe;  but 
as  fure  as  you  are  alive,  now  that  this 
poor  creature,  whom  fome  catl  your 
01  other,  finds  he  has  fucceeded  in  mak- 
ing you  fly  your  father's  houfe,  and 
that  he  has  nothing  to  fear  but  your 
getting  into  your  sovxr,  and  into  an  in- 
dependence of  him,  he  thinks  bimfelf 
equal  to  any-thing,  and  fo  has  a  mind 
to  fight  Lovelace  with  his  owu  wea- 
pons. 

Don't  you  remember  hit  pragmati- 


*  Thcfeaderwhohasfeea  hit  account,  which  Mifs  Howe  could  not  have  feen,  when  fhe 
'  Vrote  thus,  will  obferve,  th^t  it  was  not  i^oHible  for  a  perfon  of  her  true  delicacy  of  mini 
to  aft  ocherwUe  thaa  fht  <U4|  to  a  man  fo  e^tily  aad  fo  inlWcntl^  artfui. 
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tail  triumph,  trs  told  you  by  ybur^unt/ 
snd  prided  in  by  that  hvcy  uctty 
Barnes,  from  hi$  own  fooliib  mouth *f 

I  expe£l  nothing  from,  yt)ur  letter  to 
VOur  aunt.  I  hope  Lovelace  will  never 
know  the  contents  pf  it.  In  every- 
one of  you  ror,  I  fee  that  he  as  warmly 
refents  u  he^ares,  the  little  confidence 
jrouhavein  him.  I  fbouldrefentittoo,  . 
wef e  i  he;  and  Icnew  I  deferved  better. 

Don't  be  icru];}ulous  about  cloaths^ 
if  yoii  think  of  putting  yourfelf  into 
the  pi*^te6lion  of  the  ladies  of  his  fa- 
mily. They  know  how  matters  ftand 
between  you  and  your  relations,  and 
love  you  never  the  worfe  for  the  filly 
J  peoples  crpelty. 

1  knqw  you  won^t  demand  pofleflion 
^  of  >*our  eftate.    But  give  bim  a  rieht 
1x>  demand  it  for  yoi^j  and  that  willbe 
ftillbeKer^ 

Adieu,  my  dear!  May  Heaven  ^ide 
and  dhe^  }^u  in  •\l\  your  fteps,  ;s  the 
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expert,  i^  thoti  tniiilteft  a  woman  of 
lier  charaAer,  .family,  and  fmrttine. 

Neither  are  gratitude  and  bonder 
motives  to  be  mentioned  in  a  w«man*f 
favour,  to  men,  fuch  as  we  ate,  wbo 
confider  ali^  thofe  of  the  fex  ai  fair 
prize,  overwhom  we  can  obtain  apow- 
er.  For  our  bonour^  aod  bo^tmer  io  tbs 
generai  acceptatvm  b£  tb'e  woVd,  art 
two  things.         •         . 

What  then  is  my  motive?— What) 
but  the  true  friendfbip  that  I  bear  thee, 
Lovelace;  which  makes  me  plead  xhj 
awmfakey  and  thv  famif  §  fakt^  in  the 
juftice  thou  owelt  to  this  incomparable 
creature;  who,  however  fo  well  defervcs 
to  have  berfake  to  be  mentioned  as  the 
principal  conlideration. 

Laft  time  I  was  at  M.  Hall,  thy  do- 
ble  uncle  fo  eameftly  preflcd  me  to  ufe 
.my  intereft  to  perfuade  thee  to  enter  the 
pate,  and  gave  me  fomany  family  rta- 
fons  for  it^at  I  could  nothetpeneag- 
daily  prayer  oiyouf^eveK-affeSiionqie:  ing  myfelf  heartily  on  his  fide  of  the 


Andfakkful 


Anna  Howe. 


LETTER   XLVn. 

Ufik  BSLFOaD,   TO   ROBERT   LOV£« 
LACE,  £S(^ 

FBtDAV,  AFKIL  ll» 

THOU,  Lovelace,  haft  been  long 
the  entertainer^  I  the  entertaiaed. 
Nor  have  I  been  ibiicitous  to  animad- 
vert, as  thou  wenteft  along,  upon  thy 
Inventions,  and  their  tendency.  For  I 
believed,  that  with  all  thy  airs,  the  un-. 
eoualled  perfections  and  fine  qualities 
ot  this  lad^  would  always  be  her  pro.* 
te^ion  anafecunty.  :But  now^  that  I , 
find,  thou  haft  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to 
induce  her  to  conic  to  town,  aud  to- 
chufe  her  lodgings  in  a  houfc,  the  peo- 
ple of  which  will  too  probably  damp 
and  Aipt)rers  any  honourable  motions 
whkh  may  arife  intliymind  in  her  fa- 
vour, I  cannot  help  writing :  and  that 
profeftedly  in  her  behalf. 

My  inducements  to  this  are  not  ow- 
ing to  virtue:  but  if  they  fwere^  what 
liope  could  I  have  of  affe6ting  the^,  by 
pleas  ai'Ifmefrom  itf 

Nor  would  fuch  a  man  as  thou  art  be 
deterred)  were  I  to  remind  thee  of  the 
vengeance  which  thou  mayeft  one  day« 


atieftion;  and^  the  rather  as  I  kiiew,   i 
that  thy  dwn  intentions  with  regard  fo   i 
this  fine  woman  weft  then  worthy  of 
ber.<  And  of  this  I  aifaQid  his  lord- 
ihim  who  was  half-afmid  of  thee,  be- 
cause of  th]:  til  triage  ^u  received/l  ! 
from  her  fanuity*  .£tit  iiow,  that  tfas  \ 
cafe  is  altered,  let  mie  prefs  the  mittir  j 
home  to  thee  from  other  confideratioBS.  i 

By  what  I  have  heard  of  this  lady's  , 
perfe6iions  from  even^  mouth,  as  well  ! 
as  from  thine,  and  from  every  letter  i 
thou  haft  written,  where  wilt  thonfiad  ; 
fuch  another  woman  >  And  why  fliovldf  .i 
thou  tempt  h^:  virtue?'— Why (hooidft 
thou  wi/h  to  try.  whepi  thei^is  noreafim 
to  doubt!        ...,*.  \ 

Wtrt  I  in  thy  pale,  .and  defigned'to.  J 
marry^  and  if  I  preferred  a  woman  aaj 
I  know  thou  doft  this,  to  all  the  W9*-^ 
men  in  the  world,  I  ftiould  dread  Ifr^ 
make  further  trial,  knowing  what  nut  i 
know  of  the  fex,  fovfiar  of  facceed*'1 
ing;  and  efpecially  it  I  doubted  not,  1 
that  if  there  were  a  woman  in  dftjj 
world  virtuous  at  heart,  it  is  ttie«         I 

And  let  me  tell  thee,  Lovelace,  tM^ 
in  this  lady's  fituation,  the  trial  is  nM 
a  fair  trial  •  Confidering  the  depAs  d 
thy  plots  and  contrivances  $  confider^ 
ing  the  opportunities  which  I  feetlMAl 
muft  have  with  her,  in  fpite  of  hti 
own  heart)  all  her  relations  follies a6IH 
ing  in  concen^  tbougfi  uokaovn  « 


•  See  Vol.  U.  Pegs  aSa,  2%^ 
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toifiiiftt,  withtliy  wicked  Tchemini^ 
head}  confidcriog  how  deftitute  of  pro* 
teftioD  (he  it;  confiderine  the  houfe  (he 
J9  to  be  in,  where  (he  will  he  forroimd- 
ed  with  thy  implementt;y^f  riotf/y  <wW/- 
iredf  and  genuel  creatures,  not  ea(ily 
to  be  deleted  when  they  are  difpofed  to 
preferve  appearances,  efpectally  by  the 
young,  unexperienced  lady  wholly  un- 
acquainted with  the  town:  confidering 
all  theie  things,  I  fay,  what  glory, 
what  caufe  of  triumph,  wilt  thou 
have,  if  (he  (hould  be  overcome  ?-~ 
ThoQ,  too,  a  man  born  for  intrigue, 
fail  of  Invention,  intrepid,  Tcmorfe* 
left,  able  patiently  to  watch  for  thy 
opportunity*  nox  hurried,  aa  moft  men, 
by  gufts  ot  violent  pa(riqn,  which  often 
nip  a  pro)e6l  in  the  bud,  and  make 
the  foaii  that  was  juft  putting  out  his 
horns  to  meet  the  in viter,.  withdraw  in- 
to it's  (hell— A  man  who  has  no  regard 
to  his  word  or  oith  to  the  fexs  the  lady 
fcrupuloufly  ftri£l  to  her  word,  inca- 
fiahle  of  art  or  defigo;  apt  therefore  to 
nelieve  well  of  othera^-It  would  be  a 
miracle  if  (he  ftood  fuch  an  attempter, 
foch  attempts,  and  fuch  fnarea,  as  I 
fee  will  be  laid  for  her.  And  after  all, 
I  fee  not  when  men  are  fo  frail  <witbout 
,  ia^iortwmty,  that  fo  much  (hould  be 
tonqwOcd  fronn  women,  daughters  of 
pfbe  £ime  fathers  and  mothers,  and 
made  up  of  the  fame  brittle  compounds, 
(fedncation  all  the  di(&rence)  nor 
where  the  triumph  is  in  fubduicg 
them. 

,  *  MsY  there  not  be  other  Lovelaces,* 
ehoo  afteft,  •  who,  attraAed  by  her 
*  beauty,  may  endeavour  to  prevail 
•with  her*?' 

Ho\  there  cannot,  lanfwer,  befach* 
^SDotheir  man,  perfon,  mind,  fortpne, 
pid  thy  chara5ler,  as  above  given, 
9lakeia  in.  If  thou  imagined  th^re 
i<io«ld,  fuch  is  thy  pride,  that  thoa 
^mildft  think  the  worfe  of  thy(Self. 
But  let  me  touch  upon  thy  predomi* 
paflson,  mfenge\  for  hve  is  but 
id  to  that,  as  I  have  often*  told 
e»  though  it  haa  fet  thee  into  raving 
■es  what  poor  pretences  for  revenge 
»the  difiicultleathouhs^ftin  getting 
cffi  allowing  that  (he  had  run  a 
urn  c€  bcii^  Solmes's  wife,,  had  ihe 
I  ?  If  thefe  are  othel-  than  pretences^ 
r  tkamkcft  thoa  not  thofe  who,  by 
r  pcriccutions  of  hefi  aafwered  thy 
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hopes  and  threw  her  intb  thy  powtfr? 
— Befides,  are  not  the  pretends  thoo 
makeft  for  further  tttal,  mott  unsratc- 
fully,  as  well  as  CMtradi^orifyt  found- 
ed upon  the  fuppo(i<ion  of  error  in  her^ 
occauoned  by  htrfavimr  to  thee  f 

And  let  me,  for  the  ufter  confu(ioii^ 
of  thy  poor  pleas  of  this  nature,  a(k 
theo^ Would  (he,  in  thy  opinion,  had 
(he  ivUUnglj  gfnu  off  nuiib  tba,  have 
been  eatitled  to  hitUr  quarter  ?— For  a 
miftrefi  ind^d  (he  might :.  but  wouldft 
thoo  for  a  niaifi  have  had  caufe  to  like 
her  half  (b  w«Il,  as  now  ? 

Has  (he  not  demon((rated,  that  even 
the  higheft  provocations  were  not  fufii'* 
cient  to  warp  her  from  her  duty  to  her 
parents,  though  a  nativt,  and,  as  I 
may  fay,  an  originally  involuntafy  du» 
ty,  becaufe  dativrF  And  is  not  this 
a  charm inz  earned  that  (he  will  facred^ 
Iv  obferve  Itill  a  higher  duty  i^to  which 
ikt  propofes  to  center,  when  (he  doet 
enter,  by  plighted  vows,  and  entirely 
as  a  'volunteer  f 

That  (he  loves  thee,  wicked  as  thou 
art,  and  cruel  as  a  panther,  there  is  no 
reafon  to  doubt.  Yet,  what  a  com- 
mand has  (he  over  herfelf,  that  fuch  a 
penetrating  felf-datterer  as  thyfelf,  it 
fometimes  ready  to  doubt  it !  Thoagh 
perfccuted  on  the  oneliand,  as  (hewas« 
by  herown  familv,  and  attracted  on  the 
other,  by  the  fpiendor  of  thine;  every 
one  of  whom  courts  her  to  rank  her* 
felf  among  them  ? 

Thou  wilt  perhaps  think,  that  I  haTt 
departed  from  my  propofition,  and 
pleaded  the  ladfsfake  more  thiao  lhim§ 
in  the  above— But  no  fuch  thing.  All 
that  I  have  written,  is  more  in  thy  be- 
half than  in  hers\  (ince  (he  may  make 
thee  happy;  but  it  Is  next  to  ImpofTible, 
I  (hould  think,  if  Ihe  preferve  her  de- 
licacy, that  thou  can  It  make  her  fo* 
What  is  the  love  of  a  rak«(h  heart? 
There  cannot  he  fectdiarity  in  it.  But 
I  need  not  give  my  further  reafons. 
Thou  wilt  have  ingeououfnefsenpughf 
I  dare  fav,  were  there  occafion  for  it| 
to  fubfcnbe  to  my  opinion. 

I  plead  not  for  the  ftate  from  any 
great  liking  to  ir  my  felf.  Nor  have  I^ 
at  pre(ent,  thoughtii  of  entering  into 
it.  But  as  thou  art  the  la(t  of  thy 
name;  as  thy  family  is  of  note  and  figure 
in  thy  couatryi  and  as  thou  thyfelf 
thinkeft  that  thou  (halt  one  day  marry: 
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U  if  pofnble,  let  me  aflc  thee,  that  thou 
Canft  have  fnch  another  opportunity  as 
thou  now  hafty  if  thou  letteft  this  Hip  f 
A  woman,  in  her  family  and  fortune 
sot  unworthy  of  thine  own ;  (though 
thoii  art  fo  apt,  from  pride  of  anceftry, 
and  priile  of  heart,  to  fpeak  flightly  of 
thi?  families  thou  diflikeft)  lo  cele- 
bratt.I  for  heauryj  and  Co  noted  at  the 
fame  time  for  prudence,  for  foul^  (I 
will  fay,  inftead  oi  finji)  and  for  vir- 
tue? 

If  thou  art  not  fo  narrow-minded  an 
elf,  as  to  prefer  thine  o^n  Jingle  fatis- 
fadion  to  pejlerityy  thou,  who  ftiouldft 
wifh  to  begret  children  for  duration, 
wik  not  po]>pone  till  the  rake's  uiual 
time;  thit  is  to  fay,  till  difeafes  or  years, 
or  perhaps  both,  Jay  hold  of  thee;  (ince 
in  that  cafe  thou  wouldft  entitle  thyfelf 
to  the  curfes  of  thy  legitimate  progeny 
for  giving  them  a  being  altogetner  mi- 
ferible:  a  being,  which  they  will  be 
obliged  to  hold  upon  ft  worfc  tenure 
than  that  tenant -court  ejy^  which  thou 
called  the  'worfi*^  to  wit,  upon  the 
doEiw^s  court efy;  thy  defcendants  alfo 
propagating  (if  they  fliall  live,  and  be 
able  to  propagate)  a  wretched  race,  that 
fhall  entail  the  curfe,  or  the  reafon  for 
It,  upon  remote  generations. 

Wicked  as  the  fober  world  accounts 
you  and  me,  we  have  not  yet,  it  is  to  l>e 
hoped,  got  over  all  compunction*  Al- 
though we  find  religion  againft  us,  we 
have  not  yet  prefumed  to  make  a  reli- 

g'on  to  fuit  our  praftices.  We  defpife 
ofe  who  do.  And  we  know  better 
than  to  be  even  doubters.  In  ibgrt,  we 
believe  a  future  date  of  rewards  and 
punifliments.  But  as  we  have  fo  much 
youth  and  health  in  band,  we  hope  to 
Dave  time  for  repentance.  That  is  to 
fay,  in  plain  English,  [nor  think  thou 
me  too  grave,  Lovelaoe:  tbou  art  grave 
fometimes,  though  not  often]  we  hope 
to  live  to  fenfe,  as  long  ftsfenfe  can  re- 
]iih,  and  purpofe  to  reform  when  we 
can  fin  no  longer. 

And  ihall  ^his  admirable  woman  fuf- 
fer  for  her  generous  endeavours  to  fet 
mn  foot  thy  reformation;  and  for  in- 
ilfting  upon  proofs  of  the  (incerity  of 
thy  profeflions  before  flie  will  be  thine  ? 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  let  me  wiih 
thee  to  confider  well  what  thou  art  ahout^ 
before  thou  goeft  a  ftep  £vthet*  in  tht 


path  which  thou  haft  chalked  out  fv 
thyfelf  to  tread,  and  art  juft  going  to   \ 
enter  upon.    Hitherto  all  is  fo  tar  right,   | 
that  if 'the  lady  tniftrujls  thy  honosr,  ; 
(he  has  no  proofs.    Be  boaeft  to  her, 
then,  in  ber  fenfe  of  the  word.    Nom 
of  thy  companions,  tbotf  knowcft,  will 
o^r  to  laugh  at  what  tbw  doft.    Aiii 
if  ^ty  JhouU^  (on  thy  entering  into  t  1 
ftate  which  has  been  fo  much  ridiculd 
by  thee,  and  by  all  of  us)  thou  baft  one  ' 
advantage^— It  is  thisj  that  thoo  caoft 
not  be  alhamed. 

Deferring  to  the  poft>day  to  z\si^ m^ 
letter,  I  find  one  left  at  my  coufin  Oi- 
good*s,  with  direction  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  lady.  It  was  brought  withia  ' 
thefe  two  hours  by  a  f  articular  band,  < 
and  has  a  Harlowe>feal  upon  it.  As  it 
may  therefore  be  of  importance,  I  dif* 
patch  it  with  my  own,  by  my  fervsot, 
poft-hafte**. 

I  fuppofe  you  will  ioon  be  in  toim.  , 
Without  the  lady,  I  hope.    Faievcl. 
Be  bonefty  and  be  bafpy. 

J.  Belford. 

SAT.  APR*  32» 


LETTER    XLVIII. 

MUS.  HERVEY,    TO   MISS  CLARISSA  ' 
HARLOWE. 

[in  aksutkr  to  LETTBR  XlV.] 

PEAR  KXtCK, 

IT  would  be  hard  not  to  write  a  fei^i 
lines,  fo  much  prefled  to  write  to  i 
one  I  ever  loved.  Your  former  leiter, 
I  received;  yet  was  not  at  liberty  to  an* 
fwer  it.  I  bteak  my  word  to  aufwcr 
you  now. 

Strange  informations  are  every  daf 
received  about  you.  The  wretch  jA 
are  with,  we  are  told,  is  every  kiM 
triumphing  and  defyinj^Muft  M 
thefe  informations  agmraic?  Y«il| 
know  the  uncontroulablenefs  of  tM 
man.  He  loves  his  own  hiUBour  1 
ter  than  he  loves  you-— though  k 
a  creature  as  you  are  I  I  warned  ] 
over  and  over:  no  yovng  lady 
evir  more  warned  !-»MiIs  Clarifia  1 
lowe  to  do  fuch  a  thing ! 

Yon  might-have  given  your 
the  meeting.    If  you  had  btid 
averlion,  it  would  nave  been  < 
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wkk.  At  foon  tt  I  was  entnifted  my- 
felf  with  their  inHntion  to  gire  up  tne 
poittt»  r  gave  you  a  hint— «  dark  one 
perh4pt*<*«*B  ut  who  would  have  thou  ght 
^O  Mift  l«-Such  an  ttrtjul  flight  \-^ 
Such  cumting  preparation  * 

But  yott  want  to  clear  up  things^^. 
Wbat^^n  you  clear  up  >  Are.  you  not 
goneoff?— With  a  Lovelace  too?  Wbat^ 
ny  dear,  would  you  clear  up  ? 

You  did  not  defign  to  go,  you  fay. 
Why  did  you  meet  him  then,  chariot- 
andofiX}  hof  femen,  all  prepared  by  him  f 
O,  my  dear,  how  art  produces  art!— 
Will  it  be  believed  >— If  it  njnould,  what 
power  will  he  be  thought  to  have  had 
ofer  you !— H^— Who  i'^LQ'uelace!*-^ 
The  vileftof  libertines  I— Over  whom? 
•-A  CUriJai — ^Was  your  kwe  for  fuch 
a  man  above  your  reaum  ?  Above  your 
refolutionf— What  credit  would  a  be- 
lief  of  this,  if.  believed,  bring  you  } 
•^Hbwmend  the  matter?— Oh!  that 
you  had  ftood  the  next  meeting !    ' 

ril  tell  you  all  that  was  intended  if 
you  had. 

It  was  indeed,  imagined,  that  you 
would  not  have  been  able  to  refift  your 
Other's  entreaties  and  commands.  He 
was  rciblved  to  be  all  eondefcenfion,  if 
anew  you  had  not  provoked  him.     <  / 

*  h*ve  my  Clary  HarUywe^  fa  id  he, 
but  an  hour  be  we  the  killing  tidings 
were  brought  htm;  *  lUfut  berat  my 

*  fijrt  J  ^ill  kneel  to  ber^  if  nothing 

*  tlfe  tvili  ilo,  to  pre*uml  up9n  ber  to 

*  ghiigemi,* 

Your  father  and  mother  (the  reverfe 
0f  what  ihould  have  been ! )  would  have 
humbled  thcmlHves  to  jptfK :  and  if  you 
«mA/  have  denied  then),  and  refufed  to 
Bgn  the  iettlemcpts  prev ious  to  the  meet- 
inRt  they  would  have  yielded,  although 
vttb  regret. 

Btit  it  was  prefumed,  fo  naturally 

fmcet  ywxr  temper,  fo  felf- denying,  as 

they  toought  you,  that  you  could  not 

have  iirithilood  them»  notwithftanding 

mU  your  diilike  of  the  one  man,  without 

M,  greater  degree  of  head-llrong  pafHon 

lor  the  oiheTt  than  you  had  given  any 

I  of  OS  reafonto  ezpe£i  from  you. 

!      If  you  body  the  meeting  on  Wed- 

f^day  would  have  been  a  lighter  trial 

lo  you.      You  would  have  been  pre- 

i^nceci    to  all  your  ailembled  friends, 

l^tb  a  ibort  fpeec.h  only,  That  this  was 

^llic  yourg  creature,  till    very  lately 


faultlefs,  condefcending,  andobltgtn^ 
now  having  caufe  to  glory  in  a  triumph 
over  the  wills  of  father,  mother,  un* 
des,  the  moft  indnlgfntj  over  family^ 
tntei'efts,  family. views;  and  preferring 
her  own  will  to  every  body's;  and  this 
for  a  tranfitory  preference  to  perjbm 
only;  there  being  no  c^roparifon  be* 
tvireen  the  men  as  to  tht\r  morals. 

Thus  complied  with,  and  perhaps 
blclTed,  by  your  father  and  mother,  and 
the  confeauences'of  yoiir  difobedience 
deprecated  ia  the  folemneft  manner  by 
your  inimitable  itiot her,  your  renerq/ity 
would  have  been  appealed  to,  hnce  your 
duty  would  have  been  found  too  weak 
an  inducement,  and  you  would  have 
been  bid  to  withdraw  for  one  half' 
bourns  coniideration  t  then  would  the 
fettlcments  have  been  again  tendered 
for  your  (igntng,  by  the  perfon  leaft 
difobltging  to  vou;  by  your  good  Nor- 
ton perhaps;  me  perhaps  feconded  by 
your  father  again :  and  if  again  re- 
fufed,  you  would  again  have  been  led 
in,  to  declare  fuch  your  refufal.  Some 
rcllri£liuns  which  you  yourfelf  had  pro* 
pofed,  would  have  been  infifted  upon. 
You  would  have  bees  permitted  to  go 
home  with  me^  or  with  your  uncle  An- 
tony,  (with  <wbicb  of  us  was  not  agreed 
upon,  becaufe  they  hoped  you  might 
beperfuaded)  there  to  ttay  till  the  ar- 
rival of  your  coufin  Morden;  or  till 
your  father  could  have  borne  to  fee  yon  g 
or  till  afltired,  that  the  views  of  Love* 
lace  were  at  an  end « 

This  the  intention,  your  father  (b  let 
upon  your  compliance,  fo  much  in 
hopes  that  you  would  have  yielded,  that 
you  would  h^vebeen  prevailed  upon  by 
methods  lb  coiidefcending  and  fo  gentle; 
no  wonder  that  be^  in  particular,  was 
like  a  diftra£ted  man,  when  he  heard  of 
your  flight— of  your  flight,  fo  freme- 
ditated'^'^^'iXh  your  Ivy  Summer  Houfe  . 
dinings,  your  arts  to  blind  me,  and  all 
of  us  i-^naughty,  naughty  young  crea- 
ture I 

J,  for  my  part,  would  not  believe 
it,  when  told  of  it.  Your  uncle  Her- 
vey  would  not  believe  it.  We  rather 
expefted,  we  rather  feared,  a  ftill  more 
dcfperatc  adventure.  There  could  be 
butane  more  defpcrate;  and  I  was 
rndicr  to  have  the  cafcade  flrft  reforted 
to,  than  the  garden  back-door.— *  Your 
mother  fainted  away,  while  her  heart 
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ym  torn  between  the  two  apprehcn- 
fions.-— Your  father,  poor  man!  your 
father  was  befide  hiitifelf  for  near  an 
hour — What  imprecations  I  -i-  What 
dreadful  imprecations  !-^To  this  day 
he  csin  hardly  bear  your  name-,  yet  can 
think  of  nobody  elfe.  Your  merits, 
my  dear,  but  aggravate  your  fault.— 
Something  of  freih  aggravation  almoft 
every  hour.— How  can  any  favour  be 
texpefted  ?  ^ 

I  am  forry  fork;  but  am  afraid  no- 
^ng  you  aflc  will  be  complied  with. 

Why  mention  you,  my  dear,  the 
Aving.^ou  from  mortifications,  who 
have  gone  off  with  a  man?  What  a 
poor  pride  is  it  to  ftand  nponany-thing 
elfe? 

I  dare  not  open  my  1ms  in  your  fa- 
Vour.  Nobody  dare.  Your  letter  moft 
ftand  by  it  felt.  This  has  caufed  me  to 
fend  it  to  Harlowe  Place.  ExpeA 
therefore  great  feverity.  May  you  be 
enabled  to'  fupport  the  lot  yon  have 
drawn  t  O  my  dear  1  how  unhappy  have 
you  made  every-body  1  C^n you  exped 
Co  be  happy  ?  Your  father  wi/hes  you 
had .  never  been  burn .  Your  poor  mo« 
ther^But  why  ftould  I  aiBt6^  you  ? 
Thei-e  is  now  no  help  (-—You  muft  be 
changed  indeed,  if  you  are  not  very 
nn happy  yourfelf  in  the  reflefVions 
your  thoughtful  mind  muft  fuggeft  to 
yon. 

You  rauft  now  make  the  beft  of  your 
lot.     Yet  not  mairied,  it  feems ! 

It  IS  in  your  power  you  fay,  to  per* 
form  whatever  you  (hall  undertake  to 
do.  You  may  deed  re  yourfelf:  you 
hope  that  your  repiltation  and  th«  fa- 
vour of  your  friends  may  be  i*etrieved. 
Clever,  never,  both,.  I  doubt;  if  either. 
Every  offended  perfort  (and  that  is  all 
who  loved  you,  and'are  related  to  you) 
muft  7*oi«  to  reftore  you:  when  can  thcle 
he  of  ons  mind  in  a  cafe  fo  notoriouAy 
-wrong  ? 

It  would  be  very  grievous,  you  fay, 
to  be  precipitated  upon  meafures,  that 
may  make  the  deli rabb 'reconciliation 
more  difEcult.  Is  it  notv^  my  dear,  a 
time  for  you  to  be  afraid  of  being  pre- 
€ipitatcd?  At  frefenU  if  ffver,  there 
can  be  no  thought  of  reconciliation. 
7^he  upjbot  of  your  precipitation ^uft 
firft  Im!  feen.  There  may  be  murwr 
yet,  as  far  as  we  know.    Will  the  man 


you  are  with  put  willingly  with  yMt 
If  tuty  what  may  be  the  confeqaencet 
If  he  <ivr//«-Lordblef«  me!  whatftall 
we  think  of  his  rcaions  for  it  ?— I  will 
4y  this  thought.  I  know  your  parity 
•-"Buty  my  dear,  are  you  not  out  df 
all  proteAionf— Are  yon  not  unmar- 
ried?—Have  you  not  (making  yoor  j 
daily  prayers  ufelefs)  thrown  yourfelf  ; 
into  temptation }  And  is  not  the  max 
the  moft  wicked  of  plotters?  i 

You  have  hitherto,  you  fay  (and  I 
thi nk)  my  dear,  with  an  air  unbecoming 
yobr  declared  penitence)  nofimh  tofsii 
nvhb  the  bebannour  of  a  mam  from  whom 
wvofyetoiloMuappribindedi  likeCc* 
4ar  to  the  Roman  augur,  which  I  beard 
you  tell  of,  who  had  bid  him  btwdrt 
of  tbe  ides  of  Martbt  *  Tbo  Uts  tf 
*■  Marcby*  faidCselar,  feting  the  augur 
among  the  crowd,  as  he  marched  tn 
"Hate  to  the  fenate-  boofe,  from  which  ht  ' 
never  was  to  return  alive,  *  the  uUs  of 
'  March  are  como.^^^*  Bmttbey  are  not 
f  pafty"  the  augnr  replied.  Make  the 
application,  my  dear:  mayyoubcablf 
to  make  this  refledion  upon  hirgood 
behaviour  to  the  laft  of  your  know- 
ledge of  him !  May  he  behave  himielf 
better  to  you,  than  he  ever  did  to  any* 
body  elfe  over  whom  he  had  power  I 
Amen  I 

No  anfwer,  I  befeech  yoo.  I  hope 
your  meflenger  will  not  tell  any-booy 
that  I  have  written  to  you .  Ann  I  dartf 
fay  you  will  not  fiiew  what  I  havewrit- 
ten  to  Mr.  Lovelace— For  I  have  written  j 
with  the  lefs  referve,  depending  upon 
your  prudence. 

You  have  my  prayers. 

My  Dolly  knows  not  that  I  write. 
Nobody  does  *<  not  even  Mr;  Hervey. 

Dolly  would  have  leveral  ti mes  writ- 
ten: but  having  defended  your  fault 
with  heat,  and  with  a  partiality  that 
alarmed  us,  [fuch  a  fall  aa  vouks,  my 
dear,  muft  be  alarming  to  all  paremsJi 
Ihe  has  been  forbidden,  on  pain  of  lof* 
ing  our  favour  for  ever:  and  this  a( 
your  family's  requeft,  aa  well  as  by  her 
father's  commands. 

You  have  the  po6rgiri*s  hourly  pray- 
ers. I  will,  however,  tell  you,  ihoOgH 
(he  knows  not  what  I  do,  aa  w«l)  aff 
thofe  of  your  truly  afiiBed  aumt^ 

D.  HERViT/ 

FKXDAY,    AJPIIL  ai. 


*  Not\/tthflaiiding  what  Mrs.  Hervey  here  fays,  it  will  be  hereafter  fccn  that  this  fcvera 
letter  ot  hers  was  written  in  private  concert  with  the  ixnpiarcablc  ^ah^a. 
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iBTTER   XUX* 

lfl»^  CLARISSA  HAtLOWr,  TO  AlUt 
H6WI. 

WXTHTMI  rRIC»»|MO. 

•  AT.  If  Oftlt.  APftIL  tl< 

IHjkve  juA  BOW  rtceivcd  theincioM 
frpin  my  aunt  Htrvey .  Be  pleafed, 
mydeftr,  to  keep  her  fecitt  of  bsTing 
wriiten  to  the  unlM^tpy  wietcb  bcr 
luece. 

I  Wiay  go  to  Lon.doii,  I  fee,  or  where 
I  will.  No  matter  what  becomei  of 
«ie. 

I  wae  the  wiilmger  to  Aifpend  my 
ioursey  thitbec,  till  I  heard  from  Har> 
lowe  Place.  I  thought,  if  I  coold  be 
encouraged  to  hope  for  a  reconciliation, 
I  would  let  this  man  (ee,  thatbefhoold 
not  haTc  me  in  his  power^  but  upon  my 
own  tenps,  if  at  ail. 

B\M  I  find  I  muft  be  bist  whether  I 
will  or  not;  and  perhaps  through  Itill 
g^ter  mortiiicationt  than  tho(e  gfeat 
ones  which  I  have  already  met  with-* 
And  muft  I  be  lb  abfolutcly  thrown 
upon  a  man»  with  whom  I  am  not  at  all 
latisfied  1 

My  letter  is  fent,  you  fee,  to  Har- 
lowe  Place.  My  h^t  aches  forthe  re- 
ception it  may  meet  with  there. 

One  comfort  only  arifes  to  me  from 
k^s  being  fent;  that  my  aunt  will  clear 
ierfeif  by  the  communication,  from 
the  rappofitio&  of  having  correfponded 
with  »e  poor  creature  whom  they  have 
^U  determined  to  reprobate.  It  is  no 
fmall  part  of  my  misfortune  that  I  have 
weakened  the  confidence  one  dear  friend 
|us  in  another,  and  made  one  look  cool 
upon  another.  My  poor  coufin  Dolly, 
you  fte,  has  reafon  to  regret  on  this  ac- 
count, as  welt  as  my  aunt.  Mifs 
Howe,  my  dear  Mifs  Howe,  is  but  too 
fenfible  of  the  effe^^s  of  my  fault,  hav- 
ing had  more  words  with  her  mother 
on  my  acp<9int»  than  ever  ibe  had  on 
any  other.  Yfct  the  mi^n  who  has 
^rawft  me  into  all  this  evil,  I  mxA  be 
thrown  upon !— Much  did  I  confider^ 
much  did  I  apprehend,  befpre  my  fault, 
fupp^fiilg  J  'were  tOv  be  guiltv  of  it : 
tet  I  .&wr  it  TM,  in  all  it's  mocking 
iighca,  ... 

And  now,  to  know  that  my  fatheri 
an  hour  before  be  received  the  ^ings 
ctf  npy  fuppofed  flighty  owned^  that  he 
Me4  mciaehailiic;  thath^wqldtovt 


been  all  condefcenfiont  that  he  would 
^-Oh !  my  dear,  how  tender,  hew  mor- 
tifyjngly  tender,  now  in  him !  My  aunt 
need  not  have  been  afraid,  that  it  ftiould 
be  known  that  the  has  ient  me  fuch  a 
latter  as  this !— 'A  father  to  kneel  to 
bis  child!— There  would  not  indeed 
have  been  any  heartiMr  of  that  I— What 
I  fliould  have  done  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  know 
not.  Death  would  have  been  much 
more  welcome  to  me  than  fuch  a  fight, 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  in  behalfof  a  man 
fo  very,  very  dif^flful  to  me  t— But  I 
had  deftrved  annihilation,  had  I  fnfFer* 
cd  my  father  to  kneel  in  vain. 

Yet,  had  but  the  facrificeof  i/yr/r««'* 
turnv^d  perfinaifrtferenci  been  all^  \tf% 
than  KNEELiMO  ihould  have  done. 
My  Juty  Aiould  have  been,  the  con* 
oueror  of  my  htcHnation^  But  an  aver« 
fion— an  averfion  fb  'uery  (incere!— • 
The  triumph  of  a  crud  and  ambitiout 
brother,  ever  fo  iracontroulable,  joined 
with  the  infalts  of  an  envious  fifler, 
bringing  wills  to  tbnrs^  which  other- 
wife  would  have  been  favourable  toar^i 
the  marriage  duties,  fo  abfolutcly  tn- 
difpenfable,  fo  foleronly  to  be  engaged 
for:  the  marriage- intimacies  [permit 
me  to  fay  to  you,  my  friend,  wnat  the 
puref^,  although  with  apprehenfion, 
muft  think  of]  fo  *vefy  intimate;  my- 
felf  one,  who  never  looked  upon  any 
duty,  much  lefs  a  voluntary. vowed 
one,  with  indifirrence;  could  it  have 
been  honeft  in  me  to  have  given  my 
hand  to  an  odious  hand,  and  to  have 
con  Tented  to  fuch  a  more  than  reluflant, 
fuch  an  immifdble  union,  if  I  rnay  fo 
call  it  ? — For  life  too  I— Did  I  not  think 
more  and  deeper  than  mofl  young  crea- 
tures chink;  did  1  not  nxjeigky  did  I  not 
refliSi'y  I  might  perhaps  have  been  left 
obftinate.— ■2)W?ftfry,  (may  I  prefume 
to  call  it?)  thinkings  iveighing^refleC' 
tioHf  are  not  blcfllngs  (I  have  not  found 
them  fuch)  in  the  dci^rfcc  I  have  them. 
I  wiih  I  had  been  able,  in  fome  very 
nice  cafes,  to  have  known  what  indlffe- 
renee  was  j  yet  not  to  have  my  ignorancf 
imputable  to  me  as  afaulr.  Oh!  mj 
dear?  ihe  finer fenfibilitics,  if  Imay fup- 
pofemine  to  be  fuch,  make  not  happy ! 
•  What  a  method  had  nfiy  friends  in- 
tended  to  take  with  me.^  This,  I  dare  fay; 
^asa  methodchalkcdoiitbymy  brother, 
fify  I  fuppafe;  wa*  <o  )iave  prefenred 
me  to  all  my  aiTembled  friends,  as  th^ 
dauehter  capaMe  tjf  prrfej'ring  her  owrj. 
wiiPtothevfiH*fdfrt^Vtti&Jl/  It  would 
a  F  a  bavf 
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have  been  a  fore  truil,  no  doubts 
Would  to  Heaven,  however,  I  had  ftood 
it^i— Let  the  iflue  have  been  what  it 
would,  would  to  Heaven  I  had  ftood  itl 
There  rtiay  be  murder,  my  aunt  fays. 
This  looks  as  if  ftie  knew  of  Single- 
ton's rafti  plot.  Such  an  upfiet^  z%fl>£ 
calls  it,  oi  this  unhappy  aflfair.  Heaven 
avert! 

She  flies  a  thought,  that  I  C2Ji  left 
dwell  upon— A  cruel  thought— But  ihe 
has  a  poor  opinion  of  the  pdritv  iht 
compliments  mi  with,   if  fl>e  thinks 
that  I  am  not,  by  GoD*s  grace,  above 
teiliptation,  from  this  fex.     Although 
J  never  fa w  a  man,  whofe  perfou  I  could 
like,  before  this  man;  yet  his  faulty 
character  allowed  me  but  little  merit 
from  the  indifference  I  pretended  to  oit 
his  acco\int.     But,  now  1  fee  him  in 
nearer  lights,  t  like  him  lefs  than  ever. 
Unpolite,   duel,   infolent!— Unwifet 
A  trifler  with  his  own  hapoinefs)  the 
deHroyerof  minet^^s  lait  treatment 
*— Afy  fate  too  vifibly  in  bii  fotver-rr 
Majfer  of  his  o^-wn  wjbes^  [mame  to 
fay  it!]  if  he  kneuu  'what  to  'wijb  fofi 
—Indeed  I  never  liked  him  fo  little  as 
now.     Upon  my  word,  1  think  I  could 
hate  him  (if  I  do  npt  already  hate  him) 
foonei  than  any  man  I  ever  thought  to- 
Icra'nly  of — A  good  reafon  why :  be- 
caufc  1  have  been  more  xiifappointed 
in  my  expccl.itions  of  him;  although 
they  never  were  fo  high,  as  to  have 
made  kim  m\  choice  in  preference  to  the 
fingle  iifet  lad  that  been  permitted  me. 
Still,  if  the  giving  him  up  for  ever  will 
hiake  my  path  to  reconciliation  eafy, 
and  if  they  will  fignifyas  much  tome, 
they  (hall  lee  that  I  never  will  be  hisi 
ifor  I  have  the  vanity  to  think  my  foul 
his  foul's  fuperior. 

You  will  fay  I  rave :  forbidden  to 
write  to  my  aunt,  and  taught  to  defpair 
of  recoDciruition,^you,  my  dear,  muft 
be  troubled  with  my  paiTionate  refent* 
ncnts.  What  a  wretch  was  I  to  give 
him  a  meeting,  fince  by  that  I  put  it 
out  of  my  power  to  meet  my  aflembied 
friends  1— All  would  now,  if  I  had  met 
them,  have  been  over;  and  who  can 
tell  when  my  prefent  diftrelTes  will  ?— 
Rid  of  both  n\cn,  I  had  been  now  per- 
haps at  my  aunt  Hervey's,  or  at  my  un- 
'c)e  Antonyms;  wilhing  for  my  cou(in 
Morden's  arrival^  who  might  have  ac- 
commodated alK 

' .  I  intended^  indeed,  to  have  ftood  itj 
and,  if  1  had,  bow  knew  I  by  wjiofe 


name  I  might  now  have  been  called? 
For  how  ihould  I  ^ve  relift«d  a  conde- 
fcending,  a  hueliag  father,  had  he  been 
able  to  have  kept  hit  temptf  wkll  mef ' 
Yet  my  aunt  fays,  he  would  haverv- 
len ted ,  it  /  had  not.  Perhaps  he  wonld 
have  been  moved  by  my  humility,  be- 
fare  be  could  have  ftiewn  fuch  wului 
condefcenfion.  Such  itm^r  at  b: 
would  hate  received  me  wrttf,  rfiiglit 
tiaVe  been  improved  upon  in  fny  fa^nr. 
And  that  he  had  d9(ign9Auhimatefy  t« 
relent,  how  it  clears  my  friends,  (at 
leaft  to  them  (el  vet)  and  c«ndeifint  mel 
P  why  were  myaunt*t  hmtt  {I  rctnem- 
her  them  now  J  fo  very  dark  ?— Yet  I 
intended  to  bav«  retamed  after  the  in- 
terview^ and  then  perba{>s  (he  would 
bayc  explained  herfcif.— Othis  artful, 
this  deiigning Lovelace— Yet  I  muft re- 
peat, that  moft  ought  I  to  blame  my* 
lelf  for  meeting  him. 

But  far,  far,  be^ani(hed  from  ne 
fruitlefs  recrimination !  Far  bani(hed, 
^^^<z»/>  fruitlefs!  Let  me  wrap  isvfelf 
about  in  the  mantle  of  my  own  inte- 
grity, and  take  comfort  in  myunfaully 
intention!  Since  it  is  now  too  late  to 
look  back,  let  me  colle^l  all  my  forti- 
tude, and  endeavour  to  ftand  tkofe 
ftiafts  of  angry  Providence,  which  it 
will  not  permit  me  to  ftiun!  That  what- 
ever the  trials  may  be,  which  I  am  def- 
tined  to  undergo,  I  may  not  behave  un- 
worthily in  them ;  and  may  come  out 
amended  by  them. 

Join  with  me  in  this  prayer,  my  be- 
loved friend;  for  your  own  honour's 
fake,  as  well  as  for  love's  fake,  join 
with  me  in  it :  left  a  deviation  on  my 
fide  ftiould,  with  the  cenforious,  cztt  a 
(hade  upon  a  fiiendfhip,  which  hat  rm  ^ 
levity  in  it;  and  the  ha(it  of  which  is 
improvement,  as  well  in  the  greater  as 
leffer  duties. 

Ct.  Harlowe. 


LETTER    L. 

UISS  CLARISSA  HARLOW£y  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

SATVIDAY  AfTlEKKOOK,  Atttlt  tt* 

OMv  beft,"my  tmfy  iriend!  Now 
indeed  is  my  heart  broken !  It  has 
receivtd  a  blow  it  nvter  wilt  recover. 
Think  not  of  correfponding  wkh  ft 
wretch  who  now  feemt  abfomt^y  de- 
voted*' ;  lto«  CRO  it  U  otbcrwiib,  if  » 
pRrciit*t 
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;  pirrnf's  cfiirfet  have  the  weight  tal- 
;  wajs  attributed  to  them,  and  hare  heard 
i  So  m^ny  inftancei  in  confirmation  of 
I  tbtt  weight!— Yc8,  toy  dear  Mift 
I  Howe,  fuperadded  to  all  my  afiH^Vionf, 
I  I  have  the  confctjtiences  of  a  father's 
1  corfc  to  ftniggle  with!  How  fiiall  I 
j  fopport  thts  refleftfon!— My  paft  and 
I  my  prefent  iitnatioti  fo  mncfa  authortz- 
I    ing  my  apprehendons  f 

I  have,  at  laft,  a  letter  from  my  on. 

I   relenting  fifter.     Woold  to  Heaven  I 

had  not  provoked  it  by  my  fecond  let. 

tcrto  rojr  aant  Herveyl  It  lay  ready 

for  me,  it  feems.    The  thunder  flept, 

till  I  awakened  it.     I  inclofe  the  letter 

itfclf.     Tranfcribe  it  I  canj^ot.   There 

»  no  bearing  the  thoughts  of  its  for 

tflwckinffreflcaionl]  the oirfc  extends 

lotheli^bevondthis. 

I  am  in  the  depth  of  vapouriih  de- 

'  feondency.     I  can  only  repeat,  Shun, 

fly,  corrcfpond  not  with  a  virretch  fo 

devoted,  as 

Cl.  Harlowe. 
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LETTER    LL 

TO  MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE. 

TO  BX    fc»FT    AT    M«.  OtCOOD'a,    NIAR 
SOHO  SQUAaS. 

rsiOAY,  AFRIL  21. 

IT  was  txpgaedyiiM  would  ftnd  again 
to  me,  or  to  my  aunt  Hcrvey.  The 
ioclo&d  hns  lain  ready  for  you  there- 
fort  by  dire^icn.  You  will  have  no 
anfwer  from  *ny-body,  write  to  lAjbom 
you  will,  and  as  often  as  you  will,  and 
•uaStf/  you  will. 

It  was  dcfigncd  to  bring  you  back  by 
;  ypoper  authority,  or  to  fend  you  whi- 
liber  the  difgraccs  you  have  brought 
lapoBUs  all,  ihould  be  in  the  likelicfk 
way,  after  a  while,  to  be  forgotten. 
i  l^t  I  believe  that  dcfign  is  over:  fo  you 
i  may  r^wy^fccurely— Nobody  will  think 
fit  worth  while  to  give  therafelves  any 
Muble.  about  you.  Yet  my  mother 
;l»s  obtained  leave  to  fend  you  your 
<loath»  of  all  ibrts:  but  your  cloaths 
^y.  Tjiis  is  a  favour  you'll  fee  by 
|he  within  letter  not  deJiffudyGUi  and 
«sw  not  granted  for  your  fake,  but  be- 
^fc  roy  poor  mother  cannot  besu"  in 
Mr  fight  any-thing  you  ufed  to  w«ar. 
Vcad  tU  vaclofed,  and  tnenble. 

Ar  AJSXLA  Harlowe; 


*  TO  THE  MOST  VNORATfiFVL  AV« 

•  vmdvtiful  op  daughters. 

*  KAttOWE  VtACt,  AVaiL  ^5^ 

*  SISTER  THAT  VTAI? 

«  P  OR  r  know  not  what  name  y«tt 

*  •  are  permitttd,  or  cbufi  to  go  by. 
«  You  have  filled  us  all  with  diftrac^ 

*tion.    Myfatber,  in  tbefirftagka. 
tiofls  of  his  mind,   on  difcoveriaft 

*  your  wicked,  your  fliameful  elope- 

*  ment,nnprecatedonhfsknees,afair. 

*  ful  curft  upon  you.  Tremble  at  the 
«  recital  of  it!— Kolcfs,  than  thatyo« 

*  mav  meet  your  puniihment  both  bert 

*  and  hereafter^  by  means  of  the  rtrf 

*  «n*etch,  in  whom  you  havechoien  ta 
«  place  your  wicked  confidence. 

*  Your  cloaths  will  not  be  fent  yoo. 

*  You  feem,  by  leaving  them  behind  ' 

*  you,  to  have  been  (ecurc  of  them, 
«  whenever  you  demanded  thcm^  but 
«  perhaps  you  could  think  of  nothing 
«  but  meeting  your  fellow:— nothing 

,  »  but  how  to  get  off  your  forward  fclft 

*  --For  every-thing  feems  to  have  been 

*  forgotten  but  what  was  to  contribute 
«  to  your  wicked  flight— Yet  you  iudg- 
«  ed  right,  perhaps,  that  you  would  hsm 

*  been  de;e£led,  had  you  endeavoured 

*  to  get  away  your  cloaths — Cunninjr 

*  creature!  nottomakec^wftcpthatwe 
«  could  gucfs  at  you  by!  Cunning  ta 

effeft  your  own  ruin,  and  the  difirrace 
'  of  all  the  family!  ^ 

«  But  does  the  wretch  put  you  upon. 

*  writing  for  your  things,  for  fear  you 
'  flioiild  be  too  cxpcnfive  to  him  >— . 

*  That's  it,  I  fuppofe. 

«  Was  there  ever  a  giddier  creature* 
'  —Yet  this  is  the   celebrated,   the 

*  blazing    ClarilFa— Clariffa,    nvbaif, 

*  Harlowe,    no   doubH— And  Har- 

*  lowe  it  will  be,  to  the  diAracc  of  u« 

*  all ! 

*  Your  drawings  and  your  pieces  are 
«  all  taken  downj  as  is  ^Ifo  your  own 
«  wbole-lcngth  pifture,   in  the  Van- 

*  dyke  tafte,  from  your  late  parlour : 
'  they  are  taken  down,  and  thrown  into 
'  your  clofet,  which  will  be  nailed  up, 

*  as  if  It  were  not  a  part  of  the  houfr, 
'  there  to  perilh  together*  for  who  can 

*  bear  to  fee  them?  Yet,  how  did  they 
«  ufe  to  be  fliewn  to  erery-body^  the 
«  former,  for  the  magnifying  ot  your 

*  dainty  finger  works;  the  latter,  for' 
\  ^j'«»'"P" fed  dignity  (dignity  now  in 

the  dull !)  of  your  boafted  figure:  and 

*  this  by  ihofe  fond  parents  from  whim 

«  you 
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*  yoQ  have  run  away  with  (6  much,  yet 
^  with  ib  Mctlc  c^trivance  \ 

.«  My  brDther  vow»  revenge  upon 
■  jour  libertine— For  tht^famtlyj  fake 
^  DC  vows  U— Not  foryoursi^^FoT  he 

*  will  treat  you,    he  declancs,   like  ^ 

*  common  creature,  if  ever  he  ftep  you: 

*  and  doubts  not  that  tliis  will  be  yqur 
«  fate. 

*  My  uncle  Harlowe  renounce*  you 
«  ferever. 

«  So  does  my  uncle  Antony. 
«  So  docs  my  aunt  Hervey. 

*  So  do /,  bafe  unworthy  creature  I 

*  the  diigrace  c^  a  |;ood  family,  and 
«  the  oroperty  of  an  mfamous  rake,  aa 
'  queftionlefs  you  will  foon  find  your* 

•  iclf,  if  you  arc  not  already. 

*  Your  books »  Hnce  they  have  not  . 

*  taught  you  what  belongs  to  your  fa- 
^  mily,  to  your  fex,  and  to  your  edu- 

•  cation,  will  not  be  fent  ypu.     Your 

•  money  neither.    Nor  yet  the  jeweU 

•  fo  undefcrvedly  made  yours.  For  it 
<  is  wifiied  vou  may  be  icen  a  beggar 

#  alon?  London  fbxets. 

•  ir  all  this  is  heavy,  lay  your  hand 

•  to  your  heart,  and  afkyourfclf.  Why 
«  you  have  delerved  it  ? 

•  Every  man  whom  your  pride  taught 

•  you  to  rejeft  with  fcorn,  (Mr.  Solmes 
^  excepted,  who,  however,  has  reafon 
^  to  rejoice  that  he  miired  you)  triumphs 
^  in  your  (hameful  elopement;  and  uomk 

*  knows  how  to  account  for  his  b«ine 
«  refufed. 

•  Your  worthy  Norton  is  a(hamcd  of 

*  you,  and  mingles  her  tpars  with  your 
«  mother's;  both  reproaching  tbein- 
'  felves  for  their  (hares  in  you,  and  in 

♦  fofmitlefs  an  education. 

.  ♦  Every-body,  in  (hort,  is  afhame4 
«  of  you:  but  none  more  than 

*  ARABELLA  HaHLOWE.* 


LETTER    LIL 

liISS   HOWE,    TO  MISS  CLARISSA  . 
HARLOW£. 

TVESDAV,  APKIX.  2;. 

B6  comforted;  be  not  dcjc6ted;  dq 
not  defpond,  mv  deareft  and  bed- 
belomd  fiicnd.  God  Almighty  is  juftj 
•nd  gracious,  and  gives  not  his  aUent, 
to  rail  and  inhuman  curfes.  Can  you 
Ibtnk  that  Heaven  willfeal  to  the  black 
ptfiofis  of  it's  depravc4  creature*  ? 


If  it  did,  malice»  cavy,  aftd 
would  triumuh}  and  the  beft  of  t&e  £u- 
man  race,  blafted  by  the  maliffmtj  of 
the  wority  would  be  miferable  in  bptii 
worlds. 

This  outrageoufnefs  (hews  only  what 
fnapner  of  ibirit  they  are  of,  and  how 
muck  their  iptiid  views  exceed  thcii  pa- 
rental lov^.  "TU  all  owing  to  rage 
aiid  difappointnent— Diiappoinancnt 
in  deiigns  psoper  to  be  fruffrsued. 

If  you  coniider  this  maledi&ioo  as  it 
ought  to  be  confidered,  a  perCbn  of 
your  piety  mud  and  will  rather  pity 
and  pray  for  your  rajb  father,  than 
ttn'ity  jourfilf  on  the  occafion.  None 
but  God  c^n  curfe.  Parents,  or  otbers, 
whoever  they  be,  can  only  pray  to  bim 
to  curfe:  and  fuchprayera  can  have  bo 
weight  with  a  ]uft  and  sdl-perfcd  Be* 
il^g»  the  motives  to  which  are  unrea- 
fonable,  and  the  end  propofcd  by  them 
cruel. 

Has  not  God  coihmanded  at  to  Biefi 
4md  curfe  not  i  Pray  for  your  father 
then,  I  repeat,  that  he  incur  not  tho 
maledifiion  he  has  announced  on  yo«  { 
fince  he  has  broken,  as  you  fee,  a  coib- 
mand  truly  divine;  'vniile  vou,  by 
obeying  that  other  pr^cest  Which  en- 
joins  us  to  pray  for  them  that  ferfecute 
and  curfe  us,  will  tur^  the  curfe  i«to  a 
bledlng. 

My  mother  blames  them  for  this 
wicked  letter  of  your  fitter;  and  ihe  pi- 
ties you;  and,  of  her  own  accord,  wiili- 
ed  me  to  write  to  comfort  you^  for  thit 
once;  for  (he  fays,  ft  is  pity  your  hearty 
which  was  fo  noble^  fand  when  ihm 
fenfe  of  your  fault,  and  the  weight  ofl 
a  parent's  curfe,  ar«  ib  ftrong  opoi 
you)  (hould  be  quite  broken. 

Lordblefs  me,  how  your  aunt  wriM 
—Can  there  be  two  rights  and  tor 
wrongs  in  palpable  cares!— But,  m 
d^r,  ibe  mufl  be  wrong;  fo  they  all ' 
been,  juilify  themfelvea  now  as 
will .  They  can  only  juftify  themiehf« 
to  themfetves  from  felbih  principles, 
iblving  to  acquit,  not  fairir  to  try  thr 
ielves.  Did  your  unkind  aunt,  ia 
the  tedious  progrefs  of  vour  contention 
with  them,  give  yoo  the  kaft  hope  « 
their  relenting  ?•— Her  dark  bints  ^ 
i  recotieft,  aaweli  as  you.  But 
was  anv-thing  good  or  hopefitl  to  1 
darkly  hinted  ?— ^How  eafy  was  it  §k 
her,  who  pnetended  akmyf  to  lovcyov 
for  her,  who  oftn  give  ftm  lowing  I 
irt;  tohjii 


cence  to  her  pen  for  yoor  h«rt| 
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cKfM  ye«  one  trord,  em  Une  (in  con- 
Sricnce)  of  their  prttended  chrnige  of 
Bcafaret ! 

fiiit  do  nbt  mind  tlieir  after-jte- 
ItBcct,  my  dear— All  of  them  mrt 
hnt  for  tftcit  confeiliotift  of  their  vile 
«(age  of  you.  I  wi  II  keep  your  aunt*B 
kcntp  never  fear.  I  would  not,  on  any 
cottfi4lerBt{ony  that  my  mother  Aould 
lee  her  letter. 

You  will  now  fte,  that  you  have  no- 
fHing  lefti  but  to  overcome  all  fcnipu- 
bwifnefs,  and  marry  aft  foon  at  vou 
have  an  opportunity.  Determine  (o  to 
do,  my  deak-. 

I  will  giv«  jou  a  motive  fot*  it,  re- 
garding mjfelt.  For  this  I  have  refoW- 
•dy  and  this  I  have  vowed,  [O  friend, 
the  beft  beloved  of  my  heart,  be  not 
angry  with  me  for  it!]  That  fo  lon^ 
sa  your  happinefs  is  in  fu({»efi(V,'T  wiH 
Qaver  think  of  marryhig.  In  juftice 
to  the  mat!  I  fliall  have,  I  have  Vowed 
thU:  fV>r,  ny  dear,  muftnot  I  be  mi- 
ferable,  if  you  are  fo  ?  And  what  an 
tfBWorthy  wife  muft  I  be  to  unj  man 
who  capnot  have  intereft  enough  in  my 
heart  to  make  his  ohligingnefs  a  ba« 
lance  for  an  affliction  he  has  not 
caoM? 

1  would  fliew  Lovelace  your  fifter^s 
abominable  letter,  were  it  to  me.  I  in- 
clo(e  it*  It  fiiall  not  have  a  place  in  this 
hoofe.  This  will  enter  him  of  courfe 
into  the  fubjeft  which  now  you  ought 
to  havt  moft  in  view.  Let  him  fee  what 
yoo  fttffer  for  him.  He  cannot  prove 
bafe  to  iuch  an  excellence.  I  mould 
yever  enjoy  my  head  or  my  feHi^Si 
ibonld  this  man  prove  a  villain  to  you! 
i-->^ith  a  merit  fo^xalted,  you  may 
fcave  punifliment  more,  than  enough 
fbr  your  in  voluntary  fault  in  that  huf- 
tend. 

I  would  not  iiVLVt  you  be  too  fure, 

tbat  their  proje^  to  feize  you  is  over. 

Tbo  words  intimating  that  it  //  over, 

,.  in  the  letter  of  that  aboroinablte  Ara- 

i   kUa,  feem  calculated  to  give  vou  fe- 

j?^i*ity,— She  only  fays,   ftie  believes 

J*  ibat  dcfign  is  over. — And  I  do  not  yet 

'    And  from  Mifs  Lloyd,  that  it  is  dif- 

I  jivowed.     60  it  will  be  beft,  when  you 

Jait  in  London,  fo  be  private,  and,  for 

IT  of  the  worft,  to  let  every  dire6Hon 

I  Ite  to  a  third  pUiei\  for  I  would  not, 

|br  the  world,  have  you  fall  into  the 

L&ands  of  fuch  flaming  and  malcrolent 


content  to  direft  to 


I  ^Irits  by  ftirprize. 
,^|  wUlrojfelf  be 


^ 
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you  at  fome  third  flatt\  and  I  (hall  tbeA 
be  able  to  aver  to  my  mother,  orto  an^ 
other,  if  occafion  be,  that  I  kno^  nn 
^whtfeyou  art. 

Befides,  this  meaAirewHlmakeyott 
lefs  apprchenfive  of  the  confequences 
of  their  violence,  Ihould  they  refolve 
to  atfempt  to  cairy  you  off  in  fpite  of 
Lovelace. 

I  would  have  yon  dtreft  to  Mr. 
Hickman,  even  yovr  anfwer  to  this. 
I  have  a  reaibn  for  it.  Bcfidee,  my 
mother,  notwithdandingthispaiikular 
indulgence,  is  very  pofitive.  They 
have  prevailed  upon  bei^,  I  know,  to 
give  her  word  to  this  purpofe^-Spitefal 
poor  wretches!  How  I  hate  in  particu* 
lar  yoUr  fooliih  uncle  Ahtony. 

I  would  not  havfe  your  thouehtt 
dwell  on  the  contents  of  your  nifer^a 
diocking' letter;  but  purAie  othkrfubr 
jeas— The  fubjfeas  before  yod. '  AAd 
let  me  khow  your  progrcfs  with  Lortp- 
lacfc,  and  vrhat  he  fays  to  this  diaboHcaf 
curi^.  60  far  you  may  enter  into  thii 
hateful  Thbjeft.  I  expeft  that  this  will 
iiptly  introduce  the  grand  toptck  be- 
tween you,  without  needing  a  mediator. 

Come,  my  dear,  when  things  arc  at 
worft,  they  will  mend.  Good  often 
comes,  when  evil  is  eitpeAed.— But  if 
you  defpond,  there  can  be.no  hopes  of 
cure.  Don't  let  them  breakyoijr  heart; 
for  that  is  plain  to  me,  is  now  what 
ibme  people  nave  in  view  to  do. 

How  ppor,  to  withold  from  yon  your 
books,  yourjewels^  and  your  money ! 
As  money  is  all  you  can  at  prefent 
want,  iince  they  will  vouchfafe  to  fend 
your  cloaths,  I  fend  fifty  guineas  by 
the  bearer,  incloied  in  iingfe  papers  in 
my  Norriyj  Mifcellanies.  I  charge  you, 
as  you  bve  me,  return  them  not. 

I  have  more  at  your  ftrvice.  So  if 
you  like  not  your  lodgings  or  his  be- 
haviour when  you  get  to  fiown»  heavfe 
both  them  and  him  out  of  hand. 

I  would  advift  you  to  write  to  Mr. 
'  Morden  without  delay.  If  he  intends 
for£ngland|  it  may  haften  him.  Andt 
ybu  ^ni  Ho  very  well  till  he  can  come. 
But  furely  Lovelace  will  be  infatuated, 
if  he  fecure  not  his  happinefs  by  your 
confers  J  before  that  of  Mr.  Moraen's  ia 
made  needful  on  hia  arrival. 

Once  more,  my  dear,  let  me  beg  of 
you  to  be  comforted.  Manage  with 
your  ufual  prudience  die  ftake  before 
you,  and  all  will  iiill  be  happy.  Snp. 
yo^  yourlclf  to  be  o^  >oa  me  to  be 


4H 


Ci.  A  RISC  A    HARLOWV. 


jfltf,  \y^v  maj^^hye  yoor  diltr€fs  it 
miae} J  and  then  you  will  adJ  full  d^y 
to  tbeie  but  glimmering  lights  which 
are  held  out  to  you  by jiur  ev^-aj^c* 
tiamaU  aadfcuthftd 

Ann  A,  Howe; 

I  burry  this  away  by  Robert.  I  will 
eaquire  into  the  truth  of  your 
aant's  pretences  about  the  change 
of  meafures  which  fhe  fays  they 
aAteoded  in  caftr  you  bad  not  gone 
anraj. 

'     tETTPR    WIJ,     '/ 

Ut%%  CLARUaA  llAILLPWEi  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

WEDH XSDAT  VOKNll^O^  ArftXI.  s6* 

YOtJR  letter^  my  beloved  Mifs 
Aowe,  gives  noe  ^at  comfort. 
How  iWcetly  do  I  experi^qc  ^  truth 
ttf  the  wile  man's  obfervatiooi  Tb4it  u 
futbfulfriind  is  the  medicini  ifiifiri 

Your  mefienger  finds  me  )uft  letting 
oat  fot*  JLondon:  \be  chai£!  at  the  door. 
Already  I  have  taken  leave  of  the  good 
vrrdow,  who  has  obliged  mt  wkn  the 
compttny  of  her  eldeft  daughter,  at  Mr* 
l.oyelace'8  requeft,  while  he  rides  by 
vs.  iThe  yqung  gentlewoman  is  to  re-: 
Cuirn  in  two  or  three  days  with  the 
chaift:,  in  it's  way  to  my  Lord  M.'s 
^icitf9rdftrire>icat. 

.  I  received  my  Oder's  dreadful  letter 
on  Sunday >  when  Mr.  hovtl^ce  was 
•atr  Me  fawy  on  his  return,  my  extreme 
angt^/h  and  dtje^hn  ^  and  be  was  told 
H-zu  much  'warje  I  had  been:  for  I  had 
fiiinted  away  more  than  once.  ■     ' 

I  thiiik  the  contents  of  it  have  touch* 
c^  my  head  as  weU  as  my  heart. 

He  would  fain  have  feen  it.  But  I 
would  not  permit  that,  becaufcof  the 
tbreate'nmgs  he  would  have  found  in  it 
againft  himfelf.  As  it  luas^  tUe  efFe£l 
it  had  upon-  me,  made  h^m  Ueak  out 
into  execrations  and  menace^.  I  was 
fo  \\\y  that  he  himfelf  advifed  me  to 
delay  ^oing  to  town  on  Monday,  as  I 
propoled  to  do. 

He  is  extremely  regardful  and  tender 
ef  me.  AD  that  you  fuppofed  v^ould 
follow-this  violent  letter,  t'rom  him,  has 
followed  it.  He  has  offered  lilmiVlf  tq 
my  acceptance,  iii  fo  umeferved  a  man-: 
n=r,  tbat  I  am  concerned  1  have  writ- 
un  fo  fi^eriy  and  ib  diHidently  of  him. 


Pray»  my  deareft  friend,  keep  to  yevlr* 
felf  every-thing  that  may  appear  dt(re* 
putabie  of  him  from  me. 

I-muft  ac^u^intyou,  that  his  kind 
beh«vipyr,  and  n>y  low-fpiritedneis,ci>« 
operating  with  your  former  advice,  and 
my  unhaopy  ijtuation,  made  me  that 
very  Sunday  evening  receh/eimrejer*u* 
edlybis  declaratiom:  and  now  indrad  I 
am  more  in  his  power  than  ever. 

He  preifes  me  every  boar  [indeed  as' 
needUfily,  as  uttkindljl  for  frefli  tokens 
of  my  efteem  fer  him,  and  confidence 
in  him*  And„  as. I  have  been  brought 
to  fame  verbal  concejiow,  if  be  (houM 
prore  unworthy,  I  am  fure,  I  fliall  have 
great  reafon  to  blame  this  violem  let- 
ter:  for  I  have  no  re&kittoB  at  alL 
Abandoned  thus  of  all  my  ttacural 
friends,  of  whofe  rettiraing  favour  I 
have  now  no  hopes,  and  only  you  to 
pity  me^  and  jrsii  retrained,  as  I. may 
lav,  I  have  been  forced  to  turn  my  de« 
folate  heart  to  fuch  prote^oia  as- 1  cowld 
find.     . 

All  my  comfort  is,  that  yoor  advice 
repeatedly  given  to  the  fame  porpo(e,t» 
jrour  kind  letter  before  me,  wanants 
me.  I  now  i^  out  the  more  chearfuUy 
to  London  on  that  account:  for  before, 
a  heavy  weight  hung  upon  nSy  heart  j 
and,  although'  I  thought  k  beft  and 
fafeft  to  gp,  yet  my  fpints  funk,  I  know 
not  why,  at  every  motion  I  made  to* 
wards  a  preparation  for  it. 

I  hope  no  mifchief  will  habpen  on  the 
road. — I  hope  theie  violent  ^itrits  wiB 
ijot  n^ct; 

Eveiy-oae  is  waiting  for  me.*->Par- 
don  me,  my  beft,  my  kindeft  friend, 
that  I  return  your  Norris.  In  theic 
more  promifmg  profpefis,  I  cannot  have 
occafion  for  your  favour.  Bjefides,  I 
have  fome  hope,  that  with  my  cloaths 
they  will- fend  ipe  the  monev  I  wrpte 
for,  although  it  is  denied  me  m  the  let- 
ter. If  they  do  not,  and  if  I  (hould  have 
occafion,  I  can  but  fignify  my  wants  to 
fo  ready  a  friend.  And  I  have  promiled 
to  be  oblii;cd  only  to  you.  But  I  had 
rather,  methinks,  you  (hoold  have  it 
ftiUtofay^  if  challenged,  that  nothing 
of  this  nature  has  been  either  requefted 
or  done.  I  fay  this,  with  a  view  e^*  r 
tirely  to  my  future  hopes  of  PBOoverts^tj 
your  mother's  favour,  which,  ncxftft^ 
that  of  my  own  father  and  mother^  I  am 
moft  fol  i  citous  to  recover.  . 

I  mnft  acquaint  y^ou  with  one  ihias^ 
naore,  notwitjiftanding  my  hurrji  anT 
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that  It,  tliat  Mr.  Lovelace  offered  either     nuft  neither  of  tit,  perhapt ,  expeA  ab« 
to  attend  me  to  Lord  M.*t,  or  to  fend     folutelv  of  the  other  what  it  the  righted 

to  be  aone :  and  yet  few  fol  k  s ,  To  young 
as  we  are,  bitter  know,  tvbat  that  right 
is,  I  cannot  feparate  myfelf  from  vou| 
although  Igjve  a  double  inftance  of  my 
▼anity  m  joining  myfelf  with  you  ia 
this  particu  I  ar  afferti  on . 

I  am  moft  heartily  rejoiced*  that  yonr 
profpeHs  are  fo  much  mended;  and 
that,  as  I  hoped,  good  has  been  pro« 
duced  out  of  evil.  What  muft  the  matt 
have  been,  what  muft  have  been  hia 
views,  had  he  not  taken  fuch  a  turn, 
upon  a  letter  fo  vile,  and  upon  a  treat-, 
roent  fo  unnatural  %  himfelt  principally 
the  occafion  of  it  ? 

You  know  befi  your  motives  for  fu- 
fpendin|rs  but  I  wifli  you  couU  havo 
taken  him  at  offers  fo  earneft  *.  Why 
ihould  you  not  have  permitted  him  to 
fend  for  Lord  M.'s  chaplain?  Ifpunc-' 
tilio  only  was  in  the  way,  and  want  of 
a  licence,  and  of  proper  preparations, 
and  fuch -like,  my  fervic^  to  you,  my 
dean  and  there  is  ceremony  tantamount 
to  your  ceremony. 

Vo  not,  do  not,  my  dear  friend,  agaht 
be  fo  very  melancholy  a  decliner,  as  to 
prefer  a  (hroud,  when  the  matter  you 
wifli  for  is  in  your  power  5  and  when, 
as  you  have  juftly  iaid  heretofoi-e,  pcr- 
fons  carniot  die  ivben  they  <will. 

But  it  is  a  ftrange  perverfenefs  in  hu- 
man nature,  that  we  flight  that  when 
near  us,  which  at  a  diftance  we  wifli 
for. 

You  have  now  but  one  point  to  pur* 
fue;  that  is  marriage:  let  that  be  fo« 
lemnlzed.  Leave  the  reft  to  Providence; 
and,  to  ufe  your  own  words  in  a  for* 
mer  letter,  follow  as  that  leads.  You 
will  have  a  handfome  man;  a  genteel 
man;  he  would  be  a  <wi/e  roan,  if  he 
vrere  not  vain  of  his  endowments,  and 
wild  and  intriguing:  but  while  theeyea 
of  many  of  our  fex,  taken  by  fo  fpecioua 
a  form  and  fo  brilliant  a  fpirit,  encou- 
rage that  vanity,  you  muft  be  content- 
ed to  ftay  till  grey  hairs  and  prudence 
enter  upon  the  ftage  together.  You 
would  not  have  every-  thing  in  the  famo 
man. 

I  believe  Mr.  Hickman  treads  no 
crooked  paths;  but  he  hobbles  moft 
ungracefully  in  a  ft  rait  one.    Yet  Mr. 

Mr.  Lovelace  in  hit  ncit  letter  tellt  bit  friend  how  extremely  ill  the  lady  was;  recovering 

fitt  to  faU  into  ftrooger  fits,  and  nobody  expe^^io^  her  life.   She  had  not»  he  fays,  a^ 

ited  Mifs  Howt,  how  ntery  ill  Hie  was*    In  Page  417,  ihe  tells  Mifa  Howe,  that  her 

i^cefoc  fn^ftdspg  vers  xtot  wfreiy  mm^nhut  ones.  ^ 

3  ^  Hickman, 


for  his  chaplain,  ycfterday.  He  preffed 
me  to  confent  to  this  propofal,  moft 
cameftly;  and  even  ieemed  defirous  ra- 
ther to  have  the  ceremony  pafs  here, 
than  in  London:  for  when  there,  I  had 
told  Him,  it  was  time  enough  to  con- 
fider  of  fo  weighty  and  important  a 
matter.  Now,  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
kind,  yourconfolatory  letter,  methinka 
I  could  almoft  wifli  it  had  been  in  mjf 
frwer  to  comply  with  his  earneft  foli- 
citations.  But  this  dreadful  letter  bos 
nnbinged  mf  nvbole frame*  Then  fome 
UttU  puMBUio  furely  is  neceffary.  No 
preparation  made.  No  articles  drawn. 
Nolicence  ready.  Grief  (b extreme:  no 
pleafure  in  proipe£t,  nor  fo  much  as  in 
wiib— O  my  dear,  who  could  think  of 
entering  into  fo  Iblemn  an  engagement  ? 
Who,  Jb  unprepared,  could  feem  to  be 
>«  ready! 

If  I  could  flatter  myfelf,  that  my  in- 
difierence  to  all  the  joys  of  this  life  pro- 
ceeded from  proper  motives,  and  not 
rather  from  the  difappointments  and 
mortifications  my  pride  has  met  with, 
how  much  rather,  I  tl^ink,  fliould  I 
ehuie  to  be  wedded  to  my  (hroud,  than 
to  any  man  on  earth ! 

Lideed  I  have  at  {u^fent  no  pleafure, 
but  iti ygur  friendfliip.  Continue  that 
to  me,  I  befeech  you.  If  my  heart  rifes 
hereafter  to  a  capacitv  of  more,  it  muft 
be  built  on  that  tounciation. 

My  ^irits  fmk  again,  on  fettin?  out. 
Ezcnfe  this  depth  of  vapourifli  dejec- 
tioQ,  which  forbids  me  even  bofe^  the 
cordial  that  .keeps  life  from  ftagnating, 
and  which  never  was  denied  me  till 
within  tbefe  eight  >  and -forty  Hours. 

But  it  is  time  to  relieve  you. 

Adieu,  my  beft  beloved  and  kindeft 
firiend  \  Pray  for  your 

Clarissa. 

LETTER    LIV. 

i    ACiSS   HOWE,  TO   MISS   CLARISSA 
HARLOWR. 

TNURSDAT,  A?XXt  17. 

'  Am  forry  you  fent  back  my  Norris. 

But  you  muft  be  allowed  to  do  as 

on  pleale.  So  muft  I,  in  my  turn.  We 
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^Hickman,  tljoiigh  he  pUafes  not  my 
eye,  nor  di'verts  my  car,  will  not,  as  I 
believe,  ^ijgufi  the  one,  nor  Jbock  the 
other.  Your  man,  as  I  have  lately  faid, 
will  always  keep  up  attention ;  you  will 
always  be  alive  with  him,  though  per- 
haps more  from  fears  than  hopes:  while 
Mr.  Hickman  will  neither  fay  any- 
thing to  keep  one  awake  j  nor  yet,  by 
ihocking  adventures,  make  one's  ((um- 
bers uneafy. 

I  believe  I  now  know  which  of  the 
two  men  fo  prudent  a  perfon  as  jou 
would,  at  firft,  have  chofen  ;  nor  doubt 
I,  that  you  can  guefs  which  J  woqld 
have'made  choice  of,  if  I  might.  But 
proud  as  we  are,  the  proudeil  of  us  all 
can  only  refufe,  and  many  of  us  accept 
the  but  hs^f- worthy,  for  fear  a  ftiU 
worfe  (hould  offtK* 

Tf  men  had  chofen  their  tniftrefles  for 
fpirits  like  their  own,  although  Mr, 
Lovelace,  at  the  long  run,  mignt  have 
been  too  many  for  mi,  I  don*t  doubt  but 
I  fliould  have  given  heart-ache  for 
heart-ache,  for  one  half-year  at  leaf; 
while  you,  with  my  doll- fwif^,  wot»ld 
have  glided  on  as  ferenely,  as  calmly, 
as  unaccountably,  as  the  fucceeding 
feafbns;  and  varying  nootherwife  than 
they,  to  bring  on  new  beauties axid  con- 
veniences to  all  about  you. 

I  WAS  going  on  in  this  ftile— BiU 
my  mother  broke  in  upon  me,  with  a 
prohibitory  afpcft.  Slie  gave  me  leave 
for  one  letter  only.— She  had  juft  parted 
with  your  odious  uncfc;  and  they  have 
1>een  in  clofe  conference  again. 

She  has  vexed  me.  I  rauft  lay  this 
hy  till  I  hear  from  you  again  j  not  know- 
ing whither  to  fend  it. 

Pircft  me  to  a  third-place,  as  I  de- 
fired  in  my  former. 

I  told  my  mother,  (on  her  challeng- 
ing me)  that  I  was  writing  indeed,  and 
to  you :  but  it  was  only  to  amufe  my- 
felt;  for  I  proiefted,  that  I  knrw  not 
^wbere  to  fend  to  you . 

I  hope  that  your  next  may  inform  me 
of  your  nuptials,  although  the^next  to. 
that  were  to  acouaint  me,  that  he  was 
the unKratefttUeft  montter  on  earth;  as 
he  muu  be,  if  not  the  kindeil  huiband 
in  it. 

My  mother  has  vexed  me.  But  ib, 
on  revifing,  I  wrote  before.— But  flie 
has  unhinged  me^  as  you  call  it  *.  pre- 
tended to  catechize  Hickman,  I  anure 
you,  for  c^ntribiiiinjp  to  our  fuppoitd 
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cotrefpondence.  Catechized  hii»/3^ 
merely  too,  upon  my  word !— I  believe 
I  have  a  fneakinc;  kindneia  for  the 
fneaking  fellow;  ^r  I  caanot  endixie 
that  any-body  Ihould  treat  him  like  s 
fool  but  myfelf. 

I  believe,  between  yoo  and  me,  lbs 

>od  lady  forgot  herfelf  .  I  beard  bcr 
oud.  Sne  ponibly  imagined,  that  my 
father  was  come  to  life  a^in.-^Yet  tke 
meeknefs  of  the  man  might  have  fooa 
convinced  her,  I  ihocild  have  thought  j 
for  my  father,  it  ^ms,  would  talk  ss 
loud  as  ike,  I  fuppofe,  (though  withia 
a  few  yards  of  each  other)  as  if  both 
were  out  of  their  way,  and  were  hal- 
looing at  half  a  mile*s  diftance,  to  get 
in  again. 

I  know  youMl  blame  me  for  this 
faucinefs— But  I  told  you  I  was  vexed: 
and  if  I  had  not  a  fprrit,  my  parenuge 
on  both  fides  might  be  doubted. 

You  muft  not  chide  me  t»o  Severely, 
however,  becanfe.I  have  Iraracd  of  yo» 
not  to  defend  myfelf  in  an  error:  ana  X 
own  I  aip  wrong  ^  and  that^s  enovgfa : 
you  won^t  be  fo  generous  in  this  cafe^ 
as  you  are  in  every  other,  if  yoa  doa*t 
think  it  is. 

Adieu,  my  dear!  I  muft,  I  will  lov^ 
you  \  and  love  you  for  ever !  So  Itib- 
icribes  yovr 

AnnaHowy. 


LETTER    LV. 

PftOM   MISS    HOWEi      INCLOSSIS    XK 
THE  ABOVE. 

TkuasDAv,  Avarx.  «7» 

IHave  been  making  enqtiiry,  as  I  tokl 
you  I  would,  whether  your  reiacion* 
had  really  (before  yo«  left  them)  rc^ 
folved  opoD  that  change  of  measures 
which  your  aunt  mentions  in  her  Icrtera 
and  by  laying  together  ftverai  pieces  oi 
intelligence,  fome  drawn  from  my  mo* 
ther,throvgh  your  uncle  Antony 'a  ooac^ 
municationsj  fome  from  Mifs  Llow^ 
by  your  Mer'sj  and  fome  by  a  thijj 
way,  that  I  fliall  not  tell  you  of;  I  lny^ 
reafon  to  think  the  following  a  tnae  iK«^ 
pf  the  cafe. 

That  tbeire  was  no  intentioia    of^ 
change  of  meafures,  till  within  «^»o  ^ 
threedaysof  your  going  away.  Oi^,  ~ 
contrary,  your  brother  and  Gfter,  iHo 
they  bad  no  hopeofjMwailingwiYta 
in  Solmes*t  favour,  were  rcfoivedi 
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to  ^Tt  over  their  perfecationi  till  they 
iia<i  puibcdyou  upon  taking  forae  ftcp^ 
which »  by  help  of  thiir  good  qficeSf 
fiiottJ<l  be  deemed  inexcufabJe  by  the 
h»lf  wilted  foul*  they  bad  to  play  upon. 
But  that  at  laft  your  mother  (lired 
with  and  perbape  afliamed  of  the  paf- 
lire  part  (he  had  zAcd)  thought  fit  to 
declare  to  Mifs  Bell,  that  (he  was  de- 
termined to  try  to  put  as  end  to  the  fa- 
nJly-feude)  and  to  get  your  uncle  Uar- 
lowe  to(econd  her  endeavours. 
•  This  alarmed  your  brother  and  fklerj 
and  then  a  change  of  mearui;es  was  re- 
foWed  upon.  Solmes's  offers  were, 
however,  too  advantageous  to  be  given 
up;  and  yoor  father's  condcfcenfion 
was>  now  to  be  their  fole  dependence, 
and  (as  tbfj  give  it  out)  the  trying  of 
what  that  would  do  with  you,  their  laft 
effort. 

And,  indeed,  my  dear»  this  muft  hare 
iucceeded,  I  verily  thini,  with  Aich  a 
daughter  as.they  had  to  deal  with,  coold 
chat  father  who  never,  I  dare  fay,  kneel- 
ed in  his  life  but  to  his  God,  have  Co  far 
condefcended  as  your  aunt  writes  he 
wooW. 

But  then,  my  dear,  what  would  this 
have  done?— Perhaps  you  would  have 
given  Lovelace  the  meetings  in  hopes  to 
pacify  him,  and  prevent  mi fchief}  fup. 
pofing  that  they  had  given  yoo  time, 
and  not  hurried  you  dire£lly  into  the 
ftaie.  But  if  you  nad  not  met  him,  yott 
iee,  that  he  waa  refolved  to  vifit  them, 
and  well  attended  too:  and  what  muft 
have  been  the  coniequence  ? 

So  that,  upon  the  whole,  we  know 
not  bur  matters  may  be  beft  as  they  4V/, 
however  dilagreeable  that  beft  is. 

I  hope  your  coniiderate  and  tiiought- 
fol  aiiad  v»ill  make  a  good  ufe  of  this 
hint.  Who  would  not  with  patience 
fuftais  ev«n  a  ereat  evil,  if  (he  could 
perfuade  herfeli,  that  it  was  kindly  dif- 
penfed,  in  order  to  prevent  aj9i// greater? 
•—Efpecially,  if  ihe  could  fit  down,  as 
you  can,  and  acquit  her  own  heart? 

Permit  me  one  further  obfervation— 
po  we  not  fee,  from  the  above  ft  ate  of 
the  matter,  what  might  have  been  done 
before,  hy  tbi  lAJortby per/on  of  your  C^» 
inily,  had  (be  exerted  i\k&motber^  in  be- 
hair  of  a  child  (o  meritorious,  yet  fo 
tmuchopprefledf 
^ikdicui  my  dear,  I  will  bf  ever  youra. 
Anm4  Howl* 
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Clarifa,  im  bit  tmfivir  tn  thi  firft  ^ 
tbe  two  laft  UtUrs^  cbides  ber  friiid 
for  gwiHg/o  UttU  iveigbt  to  ber  ^- 
via,  in  relation  to  ber  bebawiour  t0 
ber  motber.  It  maj  be  proper  to  «e- 
fert  bere  tbefoUonving  extraSsfroen 
tbat  anfwer\  tbougb  a  Utile  befon 
tbe  time, 

•  Yoo  aiTume,  my  ^tkt^fMsJbe,  *  your 
'  uAial,  and  ever- agreeable  itile,  in  what 

*  vou  write  of  the  two  gentlemen  *,  and 

*  iM>w  unaptly  you  think  they  have  cho&n^ 
'Mr.  Hickman  in  addreflTing  you;  Mr* 

*  Lovelace  me.     But  I  am  inclinable  to 

*  believe,  tbat  with  a  view  to  happinefs» 

*  however  two  mild  tempers  might  agree, 

*  two  high'  ones  would  make  (ad  work  of 
'  it,  both  at  oi^e  time  violent  and  unyield- 
*ing.  You  two  might  indeed  havera* 
*aueted  the  ball  betwixt  yoii,  as  you 

*  lay t .  But  Mr.  Hickman,  by  his  gen* 

*  tie  manners,  feems  formed  tor  you,  if 
'  you  fo  not  too  far  with  him.  If  you 
'do.  It  would  be  n  tamenefs  in  him  to 

*  bear  it,  which  would  make  a  man  more    f 
'contemptible  than  Mr.  Hickmjin  can 

'  ever  deferve  to  be  made.  Nor  is  it  a 
'difgrace  for  even  a  brave  man,  who 
'  knows  what  a  woman  is,  to  vow  to  him 
« aftemvardSf  to  be  very  obfequious  bem 
*j9reba»d. 

'  Do  you  think  it  is  to  the  credit  of 

*  Mr.  Lovelace'a  charaAer,  that  he  can 
'  be  oiTenlive  and  violent  >— Poes  be  not, 
'  as  all  fuch  fpirits  muft,  fubjeA  himfelf 

*  to  the  neceffity  of  making  fubmiiTiont 
'  for  his  exce0es»  far  more  mortifying  to 
'  a  proud  heart  than  thofe  condefcenhona 
'  which  the  high.fpirited  are  fo  apt  to 
'  impure  as  a  weaknefs  of  mind  in  fuch 
'a  man  as  Mr. Hickman? 

'  Let  me  tell  vou,  my  dear,  that  Mr* 
'  Hickman  it  fttco  a  one,  as  would  rather 
'  bear  an  afFrontyrsMi  a  lady,  than  offer 

*  one  tc  her.  He  had  rather,  I  dare  {iy, 
'  that  flie  fliould  have  occaTion  to  a(k  bis 

*  pardon,  than  he  bers.  But,  my  dear, 
*jou  bane  outUvedyourfirft  pqffiom  \  and 

*  had  the  fecond  man  been  an  angel,  ha 
'  would  not  have  been  more  than  mfli&« 
'  rent  to  yoo. 

'  My  motives  for  fufpending,'  proceeds 
Jbe,  *  were  not  merely  ceremonious  ones, 
^  I  was  reaJIv  very  ill.  I  could  not  hold 
<  up  my  head.  Xhe  contents  of  my  fifter*a 

*  lettei's  had  pierced  my  heart,  rndeed, 
'  my  dear,  I  was  very  ill»   Ar.d  was  (, 
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*  moreover,  to  be  at  retdy  to  accept  his 
'  offer,  as  if  I  were  afraid  be  ne<uer  *ivotdd 

*  repMtitf 

*  I  fee  v^rith  prcat  regret,  that  your 

*  mamma  it  ftill  mimoveablv  bent  againft 
'  oar  correfpondence.  Wnat  fliall  I  do 
'  about  it?^-It  goes  againft  me  to  con- 

*  tinue  it,  or  to  wi(h  you  to  favour  me 

*  with  return t.— Yet  I  have  fo  managed 
^  my  mattert,  that  I  have  no  friend  but 

*  you  to  advife  with.  It  it  enough  to 
^make  one,  indeed,  wifli  to  be  married 
'to  this  man,  though  a  man  of  errors ; 

*  as  he  has  worthy  relations  of  my  own 
'  fex;  and  I  Oiould  have  fume  friends,  I 
'  hope^-And  havingyo^^,  I  might  hav« 

*  «r0r«.— For  as  iponey  is  faid  to  increaPi 
<  money,  fo  does  the  countenance  of  per- 

*  fonsofcharafterincrcafe friends:  while 

*  the  deftitute  mufi  be  deftitut«.^It  goes 
«  againft  my  heart  to  beg  of  you  to  dif- 
«  continue  corrcfponding  with  me 5  and 

*  yet  it  is  againft  my  confcience  to  carry 

*  It  on  againft  parental  prohibition.  But 
'  I  dare  notufe  all  the  arguments  againft 

*  it  that  I  could  ufc — And  why? — For 
'  fear  I  ihould  convince  you ;  and  you 
'  fliottld  rcjcft  me  as  the  reft  of  my  friends 
«  have  done.     I  leave,  therefore,  the  dc- 

*  termination  of  this  point  upon  you.— 

*  I  am  not,  I  find,  to  be  trufted  with  it. 
'  But  be  mne  all  the  fault,  and  all  the 

*  puniflimcnt,  if  it  be  puniftiablel— And 
«  certainly  it  muft,  wjien  it  can  be  the 

*  caufe  of  thofe  over-lively  fentences 
'wherewith  you  conclude  the  letter  I 
'  have  before  me,  and  which  I  muft  no 

*  farther  animadvert  i]pon>  becaufe  you 

*  forbid  me  to  do  fo.' 

To  tbefecondUtUr^  among  other  things^ 

<  So,  my  dear,  you  feem  to  think,  that 

*  there  was  'ikfaie  in  nw  error.  The  co'r- 
'  dial,  theconfiderate  friend  is  feen  in  the, 
'  obiervation  you  make  on  this  occaHon. 
'  Yet  fince  things  have  happened  as  they 

^   '  have,  would  to  Heaven  I  could  hear, 
'  that  alt  the  world  acquitted  my  father, 

*  or,  at  leaft,  my  mother  I  whofe  charac- 
'  ter,  before  thcfe  family-feuds  brokeour, 

*  was  the  fubjcfl  of  every  one's  admira- 

*  tiqn.  l>on't  let  any-body  fay  from  you, 

*  £0  that  it  ma)r  come  to  her  ear,  that  (he 

*  might,  by  a  timely  exertion  of  her  fine 
'  talents,  have  fated  her  unhappy  child. 
«  You  willobferve,  my  dear,  that  in  Iyer 

*  otvngood  timet  when  (he  faw  that  there 

*  was  n6t  likely  to  be  an  end  to  my  bro- 

*  ther't  ptiSwvttoiit;  OKitiblve^  to  exert 


*  herfelf.  But  the  pragmatical  drngbtcft 

*  by  the  fatal  meetim^^  precipitate  all^ 
'  and  firuftrated  her  maulgent  defigiis. 
'  O  my  love,  I  am  now  convinced,  by 
'  dear  experience^  that  while  children 

*  are  fo  hsppy  as  to  have  parents  or 
'  guardians,  whom  they  m^  confult, 

*  they  fiiould  not  prefome  (no,  not  wStk 
'  the  beft  and  pureft  intentions)  Co  foU 

*  low  their  own  conceits^  in  muerial 
'  cafes. 

<  A  ray  of  hope  of  fu  tu  re  reconciliatioa 

*  darts  m  upon  my  mind,  from  the  in* 

*  tention  you  tell  me  my  mother  bad  to 
'  exert  herfelf  in  my  favour,  had  I  not 

*  gone  away.     And  my 'hope  is  dw 

*  ftronger,  as  this  communlcatioB  points 

*  out  to  me,  that  my  aacU  Hari^v»e*t 

*  intereft  is  likely,  in  my  mother's  opt- 
'  nion.  to  be  of  weight,  if  it  could  be 
'  engaged .  It  will  behove  me,  perhaps^ 
'  to  apply  to  that  dear  uilcie,  if  a  pro* 
^  per  occafion  offer.* 

LETTER    LVL 

MIL.   LOrCLACB,   TO   JOBM    lEL- 
FORD,  BS<^ 

MONDAY,  APBTL  %^ 

FATE  is  weaving  a  whimfical  web 
for  thy  friend  $  and  I  fee  not  but  I 
ihall  be  inevitably  manacled. 

Here  have  I  bceq  at  work,  dig,  dig» 
dig,  like  a  cunning  miner,  atone  time, 
and  fpreading  my  fnares,  like  an  art- 
ful fowler,  at  another,  and  exulting  in 
my  contrivances  to  get  this  inimitabte 
creature  abfolutely  into  my  power. 
Every-thingmadeforme.  Herbrotbcr 
and  uncles  were  but  my  pioneers:  her 
father  fiormed  as  I  dir&fted  him  to 
ftorm.  Mrs.  Howe  was  aAed  by  the 
fprings  I  fet  at  work :  her  daughter  was 
moving  for  me,  and  y^t  imagined  her- 
felf plumb  againft  me :  and  the  dear 
creature  herfeif  had  already  run  her 
ftubbom  neck  into  my  gin,  and  knesr 
not  that  {he  was  caught,  for  I  had  not 
drawn  my  fprindges  clofe  about  bei^— 
And  juft  as  all  this  was  compleatcd, 
wouldft  thou  believe,  that  I  (hould  be 
my  own  cn^my,and  her  friend  ?— That 
I  (hould  be  fo  totally  diverted  from  all 
my  favourite  purpofes,  as  to  propofe  to 
marry  her  beiore  I  went  to  town,  in  or- 
der to  put  it  oviC  of  my  ov^n  power  to 
refume  them  it         ' 

When  thou  knoweft  this,  wilt  thoa 
not  think  that  my  bla^k  angel  plays  me 
boot/ji  ^d  bas  taken  it  iato  hia  head 
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l»wfe  me  on  to  the  indiflbloblt  tie, 
Ibat  be  might  be  more  Aire  of  me  j[  from 
the  coropier  tranfgrefliont  to  which  he 
m\\  ccruiniy  ftimuUteme,  when  wed- 
ded) thsD  perhaps  he  thought  he  could 
be  n-om  the  fimple  fins,  in  Which  I  have 
fo  long  allowed  m>Telf»  that  they  feem 
to  have  the  pleaof  habit. 

Thou  wilt  be  (till  the  more  furprizcd, 
when  I  tell  ihee»  that  there  fcemt  to  be 
tfioaiition  going  forward  between  the 
black  ansds  and  the  white  ones  j  for 
boe  has  hers  induced  her  in  one  hour, 
and  by  one  retrogrrade  accident,  to  aC' 
bmotedgft  what  the  charming  creature 
never  belore  acknowledged ,  a  preferable 
'^vour  for  me.  She  even  avows  an 
intention  to  be  mine— Mine^  without 
reformation-conditions.-— S>he  ]>ermits 
me  to  talk  of  love  to  her:  of  the  irrevo- 
cable ceremony:  yet,  another  extraor- 
dinary! poftpooes  that  ceremony;  chufet 
to  fet  out  for  London;  and  even  to  go 
Co  the  widow^s  in  town. 

<  Well,  but  how  comesall  this  about?* 

methinks  thou  aikeft.— '  Thou,  Love- 

*  lace,  dealeift  in  wonders;  yet  aimeft 

.  *  not  at  the  trmrveiioiU'^iioyf  did  all 

<  this  come  about  ?* 

I  will  tell  thee— I  was  in  danger  of 
iofiugmy  ebarmer  for  t^er. — She  was 
foaring  upward  to  her  native  flcics.  She 
was  got  above  the  earth,  by  means,  too, 
pf  the  earth-bom:  and  fomething  ex- 
traordinary was  to  be  done  to  keep  her 
with  us  iublunarics.  And  what  {q 
efic^lually  as  the  foothing  voice  of  love, 
and  the  attra^inff  ofier  of  matrimony 
from  a  man  not  hated,  can  Ax  the  at- 
tention of  the  maiden  heart  aching  with 
uncertainty;  and  before  impatient  of  the 
qiieftiouable  queftion  ? 

This,  in  ihort,  was  the  cafe— While 
flie  was  refusing  all  manner  of  obliga- 
tion to  me,  keeping  me  at  hauehty  uif- 
lancc,  in  hopes  that  her  coulin  Mor- 
den**  arrival  would  foon  fix  her  in  a 
full  and  abfolute  independence  of  me; 
difmfttd  likewife  at  her  adorer,  for 
holdi»g  himfelf  the  reins  of  his  own 
paflions,inftead  of  giving  them  up  to  her 
controui— She  writes  a  letter,  urging 
^n  anfwer  to  a  letter  before  fent,  for  her 
apparel,  her  jewels,  and  hm<  gold, 
which  ibe  had  leftbehipd  ben  ^H  which 
was  to  fave  her  pride  from  obligation, 
and  to  promote  the  independence  her 
lieart  ^iras  iet  upon.  And  what  fol- 
lowed  Imt  a  (hoclin?  anfwer,  made  ftill 
^■orp  il|CKMf){[  by  the  coaHuunicatioa 


of  a  father*s  curfe  upon  a  daughter  de* 
fervlng  only  bleflings  f — A  curfe  upoa 
the  curfer's  heart,  and  a  double  one 
upon  the  tranfmitter's,  the  fpiteful,  the 
envious  Arabella  1 

Abfent  when  it  came;  on  myretuia^ 
1  found  her  recovering  from  fits^  again 
to  fall  it) to  ftronger  fits/  and  nobody 
expeding  her  life;  half  a  dozen  mer- 
gers difpatched  to  find  me  out.  Nor 
wonder  at  her  being  Co  affc&ed;  (be, 
whofe  filial  piety  gave  her  dreadful  faitk 
in  a  father*s  curies;  and  the  curfe  of  this 
gloomy  tvrant  extending  (to  ufe  her 
own  words,  when  (he  could  fpeak)  t§ 
both  lAJortds.^^O  that  it  had  turned,  ia 
the  moment  of  it's  utterance,  to  a  motm 
ul  quinfey,  and  kicking  in  his  gullet, 
had  choaked  the  old  cxecrator,  as  a 
warning  to  all  fuch  unnatural  fathers ! 

What  a  mifcreant  had  I  been,  not  to 
have  endeavoured  to  bring  her  back^ 
by  all  the  endearments,  by  all  the  vowa» 
by  all  theoflfers,  that  I  could  make  her  f 
I  did  bring  her  back.  More  than  m 
father  to  her;  for  I  have  given  her  a  lifis 
her  unnatural  father  had  well-ni|^ 
taken  away;  (hall  I  not  cherifii  the  fruits 
of  my  own  benefa^ion  ?  I  was  carneft' 
in  my  vows  to  marry;  and  my  ardovr 
to  uige  the  prefent  tMie  v^s  a  rro/ar* 
dour.  But  extreme  deje&ion,  with  m 
mingled  delicacy,  that  in  her  dying  iqo. 
ments  1  doubt  not  (he  will  prcfcrvcg 
have  caufed  her  to  refufe  me  the  tiwup 
tho^igh  not  the  folemnity;  for  tie  has 
told  me,  that  now  (he  niuil  be  wholly 
in  my  prote^ion,  [biimg  dtfiituU  ^ 
f^etyotbirl'i'^MpTe  indebted  (till,  ibjr 
friend,  as  thou  feeft,  to  her  cruel  rcU« 
tions,  than  to  herfelf,  for  her  favour! 

She  has  written  to  Mifs  Howe  an  ac« 
count  of  their  barbarity;  but  bos  Jioi 
acquainted  ber,  bo<w  *ve/y  ill/be  tuau 

Low,  very  low,  (he  remains;  ye^ 
dreading  her  ftupid  brother's  enters- 
prize,  (he  wants  to  be  in  London;  wheie^ 
but  for  this  accident,  and  (wouldft  thou 
have  believed  it?)  for  mj perfiuffiont^ 
feeing  her  io  very  ill,  (he  would  have 
been  this  night;  and  we  (hall  a&ually 
fet  cut  on  WcdncfJay  morning,  if  (he 
be  not  worfe.  ^ 

And  now  for  a  few  words  witb 
thee,  on  thy  heavy  preachment  of  Sa- 
turday laft. 

Thou  art  apprehen(ive,  that  the  lad]f 
is  now  truly  m  danger;  and  it  is  4 
miracle,  thou  telleft  me,  if  (he  withfbmd 
fuch  an  attemp tcrt  knowing  what  we 
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know  of  the  fex,  thou  fayeft,  thou 
lliouldft  dread,  wert  thou  me»  to  make 
farther  trial,  left  thou  fhouldft  fucceed. 
An4»  in  another  place,  telleft  me,  that 
thou  pleadeft  not  for  the  ftate  for  any 
favour  thou  haft  for  it. 

What  an  advocate  art  thou  for  ma- 
trimony !— Thou  wert  ever  an  unhappy 
fellow  at  argument.  Does  the  trite 
ftuff  with  which  the  reft  of  thy  letter 
sfNsunds,  in  favour  o^  wedlock,  ftrike 
with  the  force  that  this  which  I  have 
tran fcribed  does  againfl  it  ? 

Thou  takeft  great  pains  to  convince 
ine,  and  that  from  the  diftrefles  the  lady 
is  reduced  to,  ^chiefly  by  her  friends 
perfecutions  ana  implacablenefs,  I  hope 
^,  thou  wilt  own,  and  not  from  me,  as 
yet)  that  the  propofed  trial  will  not  be 
«^ir  trial.  6ut  let  me  aikthee,  Is  not 
.'  calamity  the  teftcf  virtue?  Andwouldft 
thou  not  have  me  value  this  charming 
creature  upon  froofoi  her -merits? — 
Pol  not  intend  to  reward  her  by  mar- 
riage, if  ftie  ftand  x\i^i proof  f 

But  why  repeat  I  what  I  have  feid 
1>efore?— Tom  back,  thou  eeregious 
arguer,  turnback  to  my  long  letter  of 
the  13th*;  and  thou  wilt  there  find 
every  fyilable  of  what  thou  haft  written 
citlier  anfwered  or  invalidated. 

But  I  am  not  angry  with  thee.  Jack, 
S  love  oppofition.  As  gold  is  tried  by 
fiiie,  and  virtue  by  temptation;  lb  is 
fterling  wit  by  oppofition.  Have  I  not,  • 
before  thou  fettcft  out  as  an  advocate 
for  my  fair- one,  often  brought  thee  in, 
«9  making  objections  to  my  proceed- 
ings, for  no  other  reafon  than  to  exalt 
inyfelf  by  proving  thee  a  man  of  ftraw? 
*As  Homer  raifes  up  many  of  his  cham- 
pions, and  gives  them  terrible  names, 
only  to  have  them  knocked  on  the  head 
by  his  heroes. 

However,  take  to  thee  this  one  piecfe 
•f  advice— Evermore  be  fure  of  being 
in  the  nght,  when  thou  urcfmneft  to  fit 
down  to  correft  thy  mailer. 
'  And  another,  it  thou  wilt— Never 
cffer  to  invalidate  the  force  which  a 
TirtuoQS  education  ought  to  have  in  the 
|ex,  by  endeavouring  to  find  excufes 
for  /jfrrtr  frailty  from  the  frailty  of  ours. 
For,  a^e  we  not  devils  to  each  other } 
Tbcv  tempt  us;  we  tempt  them.  Be- 
raikle  we  men  cannot  renft  temptation, 
is  that  a  reafon  that  <wdffun  ouglit  not, 
wlicD  the  whole  of  their  educnion  is 
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caution  and  warning  againft  oar  ft* 
tempts?  Do  not  their  grandmotbets 
give  them  one  eafy  rule?— Men  are  tv 
aik-^ Women  are  to  deny. 
^  Well,  but  to  return  to  my  pdncipa} 
fubje^;  let  me  obferve,  that  be  my  ra- 
ture  refolutions  what  they  will  at  ts 
this  lady,  the  contents  of  the  violent 
letter  (he  has  received,  have  let  me  at 
leaft  a  month  forward  with  her.  I 
can  now,  as  I  hinted,  talk  of  love 
and  marriage,  without  controol  or  le- 
ftri^ion;  her  iniuhf^ions  no  more  mj 
terror. 

In  this  fweetly  familiar  way  fliall  wr 
fet  out  together  for  London.  Mn« 
Sorling8*s  eldeft  daughter,  at  my  mo- 
tion, is  to  attend  her  in  the  cfaatfei 
while  I  ride  by  way  of  efcorti  for  iht 
is  extremely  apprehenfive  of  the  Sing, 
leton  plot;  and  has  engaged  me  to  be 
all  patience,  if  any-thing  ihould  bap. 
pen  on  the  road.  But  nothing  I  am 
lure  twill  happen:  for,  by  a  letter  re- 
ceived pft  now  fiom  Jofeph,  I  under* 
ftand,  that  James  Harlowe  has  already 
laid  afide  his  ftupid  pro)id.  And  this 
b]^  the  earneft  defireof  all  thofe  of  his 
friends  to  whom  he  had  communicated 
it;  'who  were  afraid  of  the  confeqoenccs 
that  might  attqnd  it.  But  it  is  not  over 
with  me  however;  although  I  am  not 
determined  at  prefent  as  to  the  ufes  I 
may  make  of  it. 

My  beloved  tells  me,  flie  fhall  have 
her  cloaths  fent  her:  (he  ho^  alfo  her 
jewels,  and  (bme  gold,  which  (be  left 
behind  her.  But  Joieph  fays,  cloaths 
only  will  be  fent.  I  wilt  not,  bowever, 
teU  her  that:  on  the  contrary,  I  (ay, 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  they  will  fend 
all  (he  wrote  for.  The  greater  her  dif- 
appointment  from  them^  the  greater 
muft  be  her  dependence  on  me. 

But,  after  all,  I  hope  I  (ball  be  ena* 
bled  to  be  honeft  to  a  merit  ib  tranrceB<» 
dent.  The  devil  take  thee  thougbfor 
thy  opinion  given  fq  mal-a  propos^ 
that  (he  may  be  overcome. 

<  If  thou  deiigneft  tp  be  honeft,* 
methinks  thou  (ayeft,  *  why  ftioald 
'  l^ot  Singleton's  plot  be  over  with 
*  tbee^  as  it  it  with  ncr  brother f* 

Becaufe,  (if  I  mujl  anfwer  thee> 
where  people  are  fo  modeftly  doabcfsi 
of  what  tney  are  able  to  do,  it  is  gooJ 
to  leave  a  loop-hole.  And  let  tat  add^ 
that  when  a  man'i  heart  is  6t  opofl  ft 


•  See  ict^er  XIV.  Pa|e  533,  537, 
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fDist,  and  wy-thine  occurt  to  l>cat 
iia  t>ff;  he  will  find  it  very  difficulty 
wltcB  the  fufpendlng  mlba  ceafct,  to 
forbear  refuming  iu 
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LOVELACE,    TO  JOHM  B«l.- 
^OltDrBsq.' 


TOZSQAYy  AYRIL  ft$. 

I  hand*  at  work  in  preparation 

fir  London.    What  makes  my 

k^Tt  beat  |o  ftrong?  Wbyrifes  it  to 
mytbroat,  in  Ihcfa  balf-choaking  flot- 
teis,  wbtn  I  jhiMk  of  what  this  re- 
iBodal-«ay  do^i^f.  met?  I  am  hitherto 
refolyed'to  be  honeft:  and  that  in- 
;  my  wooder  at  thefe  involuntary 
'  Rt.  'Tis  a  plotting  villain 
r^l^Mirt:  it  ever  was;  and  ever  will 
b^  *|ttbt.  Such  a  joy  when  any^ 
Js  going  forward!— I  To  little 
.Jbt  !— a  head  likewife  fo  well 
i  t9  anfwer  the  triangular  variety 
impitifis!*— No  matter.  I  wMl  have 
9ne|brttggle  with  thee,  old  friend  j  and 
tf  I  cannot  wrercome  thee  now,  I  never 
wilt  again  attempt  to  conqoerthee. 

The  dear  creature  continues  cKtrcme- 
lylow  and  dejcacd.  Tender  bloffom! 
Jlow  unfit  to  contend  with  the  rudeand 
xuflingwiiids  of  paffion,  and  haughty 
and  iaibient  conrroul !— Never  till  now 
from  U9der  the  wing  (it  it  not  enough 
to  iky  of  indulging,  but)  of  admirvig 
parenUf  the  mother's  boibm  only  fit  to 
receive  this  charming  flower  I  . 

This  was  the  reflection,  that,  with 
mingled  compaflaon,  and  augmented 
love,  acoie  to  my  mind,  when  I  beheld 
the  charmer  repofing  her  lovely  face 
upon  the  boibm  of  the  widow  Sor- 
lings^  from  m  recovered  fit,  as  1  enter- 
ed foon  after  (be  had  rtceived  her  exe- 
cra^  fl^r*s  letter.  How  lovely  in 
her  fears  I'^And  as  I  entered,  her  lift- 
ed-4p  facefignificantly  befpeaking  my 
pvo^iiui,  as  I.  thought.  And  can  I 
be  a'^liain  to  fuch  an  angel !— -I  hope 
irat-«-But  wky^  Belford^  why,  once 
more,  putted  diou  me  in  mind,  that 
flic  mi^  h€  overcome  ?  And  why  is  her 
own  reliance  on  my  honour  fo  late  and 
^  relaaantly  fliewil  ? 

fiat,  afier  all,  fo  low,  ia  defeded 
continues  flie  to  be,  that  I  am  terribly 
afraid  I  fliall  have  a  vapourifli  wife,  if 
I  ia  marry.    I  flionld  then  b«  doublgf 
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undone.  Not  that  I  fliall  be  much  a$ 
borne  'With  her,  perhaps^  ^fter  the  firjt 
fortnight  or  fo.  But  when  a  man  has 
been  ranging,  like  tko^  painful  bee^ 
from  flower  to  flower,  perhaps  for  % 
month  together,  and  die  thoughts  of 
home  and  a  wife  began  to  hare  their 
charms  with  him,  to  oe  received  by  a 
Niobe,  who,  like  a  wounded  vinc^ 
weeps  her  vitaU  away,  while  ihe  but  in- 
roluntarily  curls  about  him|  how  (hall 
I  be  able  to  bear  that  ? 

May  Heaven  reftore  mv  charmer  to 
health  and  fpirits,  I  hourly  pray— that 
a  man  may  fee  .whether  me  can  love 
any-body  but  her  father  and  mother ! 
In  their povvtr,  I  am  confident,  it  will 
be,  at  any  time  to  make  her  hu(band. 
foylefs;  and  that,  as  I  hate  them  (b 
heartily,  is  a  (hocking  thing  to  refleft 
upon.— Something  morethAti  woman* 
an  angel,  in  fome  things;  but  a  bubp 
in  others ;  fo  father-fick!  fo  family- 
fond!  what  a  poor  chance  ftands  a  huf- 
band  with  fuch  a  wife,  unlefs,  for- 
footh,  they  vouchfafe  to  be  reconciled 
to  her,  and  continue  reconc\\td> 

It  is  infinitely  better  for  her  and  for 
me,  that  we  (hould  not  marry.  What 
a  delightful  manner  of  life  [0  that  t 
could  perfoade  her  to  it!]  would  the 
life  of  honour  be  with  fuch  a  woman ! 
The  feai-s,  the  inquietudes,  the  uneafy 
days,  the  reftlefs  nights;  all  aril^Bg 
fromdoXibts  of  ha  vine  difobliged  met 
Every  abfence  dreadedto  be  an  abfence 
for  ever!  And  then^  bow  amply  re- 
warded, and  rewarding,  by  the  rap- 
ture-caufing  return  t  Such  a  pafiiou  at 
this  keej>s  love  in  a  continual  fervour^ 
makes  it  all  alive.  The  happy  pair, 
inftead  of  fitting  dosing  andf  nodding 
at  each  other  in  oppofite  chimney-cor« 
ners  in  a  winter-evening,  and  over  a 
wintry  love,  always  new  to  each  other* 
and  having  always  ibmething  to  fay. 

Thou  knoweft,  in  my  ver/es  to  my 
Stella,  my  mind  on  this  occafion.  I 
will  lay  thofe  verfes  in  her  way,  as  if 
undefijgnedly,  when  we  are  together  at 
.  the  widow*Si  that  Is  to  fay,  if  we  ()o 
not  foon  go  to  church  by  confent.  'She 
will  thence  lee  what  my  notions  are  of 
wedlock.  If  (he  receives  them  with 
any  fort  of  temper,  tnat  will  be  a  foun- 
dation |  and  let  me  alone  to  build  upoa 
it.. 

Many  a  girl  has  been  carried,  w^o 
never  would  have  been  attempted^  had 
flus  (hewed  a  proper  refentment,  when 
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fmr  ears  ot  Her  jsjtt  were  firff  inTaded. 
1  have  tried  a  young  creature  by  a  bad 
1>ook>  alight  Quotation,  or  an  indecent 
|>ifture;  and  if  /he  has  borne  that,  or 
only  bluihed,  and  not  been  angry?  and 
more 'efpccialljr  if  fhe  has  leered  and 
linilcd;  that  girl  have  I,  and  old  Sa- 
tan, put  down  for  our  own.  O  how  I 
'coold  warn  thcfc  little  rogues  if  I 
would !  Perhaps  envy,  more  than  vir- 
tue, will  put  me  upon  fetting  up  bea- 
cotts  for  them,  when  I  grow  old  and 
joylefs. 

TCESDAV  AFTERKOON. 

If  you  are  in  London  when  I  get 
thither,  you  will  fee  me  foon.  My 
charmer  is  a  little  better  than  (he  was. 
Her  eyes  ihew  it^  and  her  harmonious 
voice,  hardly  audible  laft  time  I  faw 
lier,  now  begins  to  chear  my  heart 
once  more.  But  yet  (he  has  no  love, 
ao  fenfibility! — There  is  no  addrefling 
Iter  with  thofe  meanings  yet  ianocept 
freedoms,  (innocent,  at  firfi  fetting 
mtt,  they  may  be  called)  which  foften 
others  of  her  fex.  The  more  ftrange 
this,  as  Ihe  now  acknowledges  prefer- 
able favour  for  mej  and  is  highly  fu- 
fceptibieof  grief.  Grief  mollifies  and 
enervates.  The  grieved  mind  Jo«ka 
round  it,  filently  implores  confolation, 
and  loves  the  toother.  Grief  is  ever 
an  inmate  with  joy.  Though  they 
•won't  (hew  themfelves  at  the  fame  win- 
dow at  one  time  j  yet  they  have  the  whole 
boufe  in  common  between  them* 
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MR.   LOVELACE,  TO    JOHN    BEL- 
FORD,  Esq. 

we.dk.  APS.  a6* 

AT  laft  my  lucky  ftar  has  dire^ed 
us  into  the  deured  port,  and  we 
are  lafely  lauded.    Well  fays  Rowe— 

•  •  The  Wife  and  a£tive  conquer  difficulties, 

*  By  daring  to  attempt  them»    Sloth  and 

*  folly 
'  *  Shiver  and  (hrink  at  fight  of  toil  and  ha- 
«  Eard, 

•  And  make  th*  inipoflibility  thcy/^jr/ 

But  in  the  midft  of  my  exultation, 

-  lomethiog,  I  know  not  what  to  call  it, 

checks  my  joys,,  and  glooms  over  my 

brighter  profpe6ls»    If  it  be  not  con- 
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fcience,  it  it  wondroufiy  like  what  X 
thought  A),  many,  manyf^ears  ago. 

*  Surely,  Lovelace,*  methtnks  tbov 
fayeft,  *  thy  good  motions  are  not  gone 

*  off  already  1    Surely  thou  wih  not 

*  now  at  laft  be  a  villain  to  this  lady  1' 
I  can't  tell  what  to  fay  to  it.     Why 

would  not  the  dear  creature  accept  of 
me,  when  I  fo  (incerely  offered  myfclf 
to  her  acceptance?  Things  already  ap- 
pear with  a  very  diflferent  face  new  I 
Da*ve  got  her  here*  Already  haveonr 
mother  and  her  daughters  been  about 
me:  <  Charming  lady!  What  a  com* 
«  plexiont  What  eyes!  What  maief^ 

*  in  her  perfonl— O   Mr.  Lovelace, 

*  you  are  a  happy  man ! — Tou  owe  u 
'  fucb  vz  Uufyr  Then  th^  remind  me 
or  my  revenge,  and  of  my  hatred  to 
her  whole  family. 

Sally  was  fo  ttruck  with  her,  at  firft 
fight,  that  flie  broke  out  to  ine  in  theft 
lines  of  Dryden— 

'  —-Fairer  to  be  feen 

*  Than  the  fair  lily  on  the  flowery  green! 

*  More  frefli  than  May  herfeif  aa  Uoflons 

*  ncwT 

I  fent  to  thy  lodj^nrt  within  half  an 
hour  after  our  arrival,  to  receive  thy 
congratulation  upon  it:  but  thou  wert 
atEdgware,  itfeems. 

My  beloved,  who  is  charmingly  a* 
mended,  is  retired  to  her  conftuit  em- 
ployment, writing.  I  muft  content 
myfelf  with  the  fame  amufement,  till 
ihe  (hall  be  pleafed  to  admit  me  to  her 
prefence;  for  already  have  I  given  in 
cvery-one  her  cue. 

And,  among  the  re(l^,  who  doft  thou 
think  is  to  be  her  maid-iervantf«-Deb. 
Butler. 

<  Ah,  Lovelace^' 

And  ah,  Bel  ford!  It  can't  be  other- 
wife.  But  what  doft  think  Deb.*t 
name  is  to  be ! — Why,  Dorcas,  Dor- 
cas Wykes.  And  won't  it  be  admin* 
ble,  if  either  through  fear,  fright,  or 
good-liking,  we  can  get  my  beloved 
to  accept  of  Dorcas  Wykes  tor  a  bed- 
fellpw? 

In  fo  many  ways  will  it  be  now  in 
my  poorer  to  have  the  dear  creatwe, 
that  I  (hall  not  know  which  of  them  to 
chufc  I 

But  here  comes  the  vrxdow,  with 
Dorca$  Wykes  in  her  hand)  and  I  am 
to  iatroduce  them  both  to  my  fair-one^   ' 

So!— 
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So  !«-Tlie  lioncft  girl  it  acee|yted-«- 
Of  good  parentage:  but,  through  a 
aegle^ed  education,  plaguy  illiterate— 
Sm  can  neither  write,  nor  read  writ- 
ing. A  Icinfwomtn  of  Mrs .  8incl air<^ 
I  £<iuld  not  therefore  well  be  refufed, 
khe  widow  in  peHbn  recommending  her; 
and  the  wench  only  taken  till  her  Han- 
nah can  come.  What  an'  advantage 
iMf  an  impofing  or  forward  nature  over 
a  courteous  one !  So  here  mav  (boiethine 
ariie  to  lead  into  correrpondencet,  and 
ib-forth.  To  be  fure^  a  perlbn  need 
>aot  bey)  ^an%fo  c^utiouj  rftvbatfii 
^uriies,  or  *wtatjbe  Uawet  upon  tor  ta- 
hii,  or  SoiUtti,  tvbe/t  her  attindmtt 
coMMOt  read. 

It  would  be  a  miracle,  at  thou  fpy- 
eft,  if  thia  lady  can  faVe  herfelf— And 
baring  gone  fo  far,  how  can  I  recede? 
—Then  my  revenge  upon  the  Harlowet ! 
—To  have  run  away  with  a  daughter 
of  theira,  to  make  her  a  Lovelace— To 
make  her  one  of  a  family  fo  fuperior  to 
her  own,  what  a  triumph,  as  I  have 
heretofore  obferved*,  to  ttem  /—But  to 
run  away  with  her,  and  to  brinr  her 
to  mj  lure  in  the  other  light,  what  a 
moitification  of  their  pride !  What  a 
gratification  of  my  own  1 

Then  thefe  women  are  continually  at 
Bie,  Thefe  women,  who,  before  my 
whole  ibul  and  faculties  were  abforbed 
in  the  love  of  this  fingle  charmer,  ufed 
a] wart  to  oblige  me  with  the  flower  and 
firft  fniitaof  their  garden  I  Indeed,  in- 
dead»  my  eoddefs  ftiould  not  have  chofen 
this  London  widow's— But  I  dare  fay, 
if  I  bad^  fbe  would  not.  People  who 
will  be  dealing  jn  con  trad  i£lion,  ought 
to  pay  for  it.  And  to  be  punifbed  by 
the  confequences  of  our  own  choice, 
what  a  moral  lies  there!— What  a  deal 
of  good  may  I  not  be  the  occaiion  of 
from  a  little  evill 

Dorcas  is  a  neat  creature,  both  in 
pcr^n  and  drefs;  her  countenance  not 
Tvigar.  And  I  am  in  ho|)es,  as  I 
bioted  above,  that  her  lady  will  accept 
of  her  for  her  bedfellow,  in  a  ftrance 
JboulOy  for  a  week  or  fo.  But  1  faw  me 
bad  a  diilike  to  her  at  her  very  fir  ft  ap- 
Accj  yet  I  thought  the  girl  behaved 
inodcflly<— 0<v^-^  it  a  little, 
-Her  lady  (hrunk  back,  and 
I  Ay  upon  her.  The  do^rine  of 
'  icsaad  antipathies  is  a  furprix- 


inrdoarine.^-But  Dorcaa  will  be  es. 
.  eeinirelj  obliging,  and  win  her  lady'a 
favour  foon,  1  doubt  not.  I  am  ftciAro 
in  one  of  the  wenches  qualities  how- 
ever—She  is  not  to  be  corrupted.  A 
great  point  that!— Since  a  lady  and  her 
maid,  when  heartily  of  one  party,  will 
be  too  hard  fur  halt  a  fcore  devils.  . 

The  dear  creature  was  no  lefs  fhy 
when  the  widow  firft  accoiied  her  at  her 
alighting.  Yet  I  thought,  that  honeft 
DoIeman*6  letter  had  prepared  her  for 
her  mafculine  appearance. 

And  now  I  mention  that  letter,  why 
dofl  thou  not  wifli  me  joy,  Jack  ? 

•  Joy  of  what  V       >  ■     i 

Why,  joy  of  my  nuptials.- Know 
then,  x\izx.Jaid  is  done  with  me,  M^hen 
I  have  a  mmd  to  have  it  fo;  and  that  we 
are  a^uall]^  man ,  and  wife:  only  that 
confuir.mation  has  not  jpaAed— Bound 
down  to  the  contrary  of^that,  b^  afo*. 
lemn  vow,  till  z  reconciliation  with  her 
family  take  place.'  Thfr  women  here 
are  told.fo.  They  know  it,  bcf<Me  my 
beloved  knows  it  j  and  that,  thou  wilt 
fay,  is  odd. 

But  how  fliall  I  do  to  make  my  fair* 
one  keep  her  temper  on  th*;  intimation? 
U^lyt  is  Jbe  not  hereF^At  Mrs.  Sin. 
clair^s  ?  But  if  ihe  will  hear  reafon,  I 
doubt  not  to  convince  her,  that  ihe 
ought  to  acquiefce. 

She  will  infift,  I  fuppole,  upon  my 
leaving  her,  and  that  I  (hall  not  take 
up  my  lodgings  under  the  fame  roof. 
But  curcumiianccs  are  changed  fince  I 
firk  made  her  that  promile.  I  have 
taken  all  the  vacant  apartiuents;  and 
muft  carry  this  point  alib. 

I  hope  m  a  while  to  ^et  her  with  me 
to  the  publick  entertainments.  She 
knows  nothing  of  the  town,  and  has 
feen  lefs  of  it's  diverfions  than  ever 
woman  of  her  tafte,  her  fortune,  her 
endowments,  did  fee.  She  has  indeed 
a  natural  politenefs,  which  tranfcends 
all  acquirement.  The  moft  capable 
of  any  one  I  ever  knew,  of  judging 
what  an  hundred  things  are,  by  feeing  . 
one  of  a  like  nature.  Indeed  Qit  took 
fo  much  pleafure  in  her  own  chofen  a- 
mufements  till  perfecuted  out  of  them^ 
that  (he  had  neither  leilure  nor  incli* 
nation  for  the  to'^^n-diverfions.  ^ 

Thefe  diverfions  will  amufe.  And 
the  deuce  is  in  it,  if  a  little  fufceptibio 
lity  will  not  put  forth,  now  (he  rec«ivea 
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fny  addrefs;  efpeciUly  if  I  can  manage 
it  To,  as  to  be  allow^  to  live  under  m$ 
roof  with  her.  What  though  the  fen- 
CJiiHty  be  at  firft  faint  and  reluftant. 
like  the  appearance  of  an  early  fpring- 
flower  in  frofty  weather,  which  feeina 
afraid  of  being  nipt  by  an  ealterly  blaftr 
That  will  be-  enough  for  me. 

I  hinled  to  thee  in  a  former*,  that  I 
had  provided  books  for  the  lady*s  in- 
door amutement.  Sally  and  Polly  are 
readers.  My  beIoved*s  light cloiet  was 
their  library.  And  feveral  pieces  of 
devotion  have  been  put  in,  bought  on 
purpofe,  at  fecomd-  bsnd. 

I  was  always  for  forming  a  judgment 
of  the  reading  part  of  the  fex  by  their 
books .  The  obfervations  I  fiave  made 
on  this  occafion  have  been  of  g^t  nfe 
to  me,  as  well  in  England  at  out  of  it. 
The  faffacious  lady  may  pollibly  be  as 
curious  m  this  point  as  her  Lovelace. 

So  much  for  the  prefent.  Thoa 
leefty  that  I  have  a  great  deal  of  btifi- 
Befs  before  me.  Yet  I  will  write  again 
foon. 

Mr.  Lowlaci  finds  mnahir  kiter 
nvitb  tbisi  "''which  be  takes motug 
^  y$infM  Mrs.  SQrUstgs^s  fittimg 
tiat  nvift  tbem^  atsd  Uennwg  ihem 
mt  Barnett  hut  as  ifs  iotttnits  an 
nearly  the  fame  nvitb  tbofi  in  the 
kuiysnexiieiter,  it  is  omitted. 


LETTfiR    LIX. 

Mist  CLAEISSAHAmL0WB,T0MI6S 
HOW£. 

fllOKlSDAT  ArTiavooN,  A?ail  16* 

AT  length,  my'deareft  Mifs  Howe, 
I  am  in  London,  and  in  m^  new 
lodeings.  They  are  neatly  furniflied, 
and  the  fituation^  for  the  town,  is  plea- 
iiutt. 

But,  1  think,  You  muft  not  afk  me, 
how  I  like  the  ola  gentlewoman.  Vet 
(he  fcems  courteous  and  obliging.  Her 
kinfwomen  juft  appeared  to  welcome 
me  at  my  alighting.  They  feem  to  be 
genteel  youns  women.  But  more  of 
their  aunt  ana  of  them,  as  I  flull  fee 
more. 

Mifs  Sorlingi  has  an  uncle  at  Bar- 
net,  whom  flie  found  fo  very  ill,  that 
her  uneaiineft  on  thatafcoont  (luiving 


large  expe^atfbns  from  him)  madeaic 
comply  with  her  defire  to  ftay  wtik^ioi* 
Yet  I  wiflied,  as  her  unde  did  not  cx- 
fe&.  her,  that  flie  would  (ee  me  fettled 
in  Lomloni  and  Mr.  Loreiacc  was  ftill 
more  eameft  that  flie  would,  offienag 
to  fend  her  back  asain  in  a  day  or  two, 
and  urging,  that  tier  uncle^s  malady 
threaten(Bd  not  a  fudden  chan^.  Btt 
leaving  the  matter  to  her  ehoue,  after 
flie  knew  what  ^MSonU  ba^se  been  nam, 
But  made  me  not  the  expeAed  compli- 
ment. Mr.  Lovelace,  however,  nttde 
her  a  handfome  preient  at  parting. 

His  genteel  ipirit  on  ail  ocodiees 
roakea  me  often  wifli  htm  more  coofif- 
tent. 

As  foon  as  I  arrived,  I  took  pofief^ 
iion  of  my  apartment.  I  Aiall  make 
good  life  of  the  light  dcrifet  an  it,  if  I 
lay  here  any  time. 

One  of  his  attendants  returns  in  the 
morning  to  The  Laws^  and  I  made 
writing  to  you  by  him,  an  escufe  for 
my  retiring. 

Andnow^vemeleavelochideyea,  , 
my  dearcft  fnenilt  for  yournfli,  and  I 
hope  revocable  refolution,  not  to  make 
Mr.  Hickman  the  happieft  man  in  the 
world,  while  my  happtnefa  is  in  la* 
fpenfe.    Suppofe  I  were  to  be  unhap^fy, 
what,  my  oear,  would  this  relblatHm 
of  vours  avail  me  ?   Marriage  is  tbe 
htgneft  ftate  of  friend Oiipi    if  hapf^-^ 
it  ieflcns  our  earea  by  dividing  them,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  <ionbies  our  plea- 
fures  by  a  muttial  participation.  Why. 
my  dear,  if  you  love  me,  will  jua  auC 
rather  give  another  friend  to  one  wh* 
has  not  two  that  flie  is  Itite  of  f«»iia4 
you  married  on  your  raotbcrH  lalb  bit^  ^ 
day,  as  flie  would  have  bad   ymi,  I 
fliould  not,  I  dare  lay,  haVe  wanted  ■ 
refugee,  that  would  have  fiived  rn^aua^ 
roortifioatioaa,  and  much  difinace* 
#       # 
HtRE  I  was  broke  in  upon  by  Mr; 
Lovelace}  introdueing  the  widow  leed^ 
ing  in  a  kinfwoman  of  hers  to  attaad 
me,  if  I  approved  of  her,  till  my  liam^ 
nah  fliould  come,  or  till  I  bad  provsdei 
myfelf  with  fome  other  fenrantr    Tlij 
widow  gave' her  many  good  <|oalitiBM 
but  iaio,  that  flie  had  one  great  deM 
which  was,  that  flie  could  mit  — 
nor'read  writing)  that  part  of 
cation  having  been  negleded  i 
was  young  x  b«|  for  d&fatioD, 
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•UigifigQefs,  flie 'wa*  not-  to  be  out* 
done  by  any-bodv.  She  commended 
bar  likcwife  for  her  IkiU  at  the  nee* 
die. 

Aft  for  bir  drfi3%  I  can  cafilv  for- 
give that.  She  is  very  likely  and  gen  - 
ttel;  toe  gantec^  indetdy  I  think,  for 
afenrant.  But,  what  I  like  Icaft  of  all 
is  brer,  ibe  has  a  ftraoge  ily  eye.  I  ne* 
ver  (aw  fuch  an  eye— 'Half,  eonfidenr, 
I  think.  But  indeed  Mrs.  Sinclair 
hnieif  (for  that  is  the  widow's  name) 
has  an  odd  winking  eye^  and  her  re- 
fpeflfulnefs  (eems  too  much  ftudied, 
inetktnfcs,  for  the  London  eale  and 
firecdom.  But  peofle  can't  help  their 
]ook«,  you  know;  and  after  all,  flie  is 
cztreinely  civil  and  obliging.  And  as 
for  the  youn^  woman,  (Dorcas  is  her 
name)  die  will  not  be  Ions  with  me. 

I  accntcd  her:  how  could  I  do  other- 
wife,  (it  I  had  had  a  mind  to  make 
ob|ediona»  which  in  my  prefent  fitoa- 
lioo  I  had  not)  her  aunt  prelent^  and 
the  young  wcHoan  alfo  prefent  |  and 
Mr.  Lovnace  officious  in  his  intro* 
docingtbemy  to  oblige  me?  But»  up» 
on  their  leaving  ma,  £  told  him^  (who 
feemed  indifutble  to  begin  a  converia- 
tion  with  me)  that  1  deiired  that  this 
apartment  might  be  confidered  as  rov 
retiicmeatt  that  when  I  faw  him*  it 
might  be  in  the  dining- rooms  (which 
ja  op  a  few  ftairsf  for  this  back-boufe 
being  once  two,  the  rooms  do  not  all 
of  them  very  conveniently  commoni- 

•  cate  with  each  other)  and  that  I  mi^t 
be  as  little  broken  in  upon  as  poiTible', 

!  when  I  am  here.    He  withdrew  very 

\  laTpeftfuUy  to  the  doorj  but  there  ftopti 
ifBd  tfl^cd  for  my  company  thtm  in  the 

\  stinisg-foom.    If  he  were  about  fetting 

t^ut  fi^  other  lodging,  I  would  go  with 
lum  now,  I  told  himi  but  if  he  did 
DOC  fuft  then  go»  I  would  ^9l  finiOi  my 
letterto  Mifs  Howe. 
i  1  fee  be  baa  no  mind  to  leava  me,  if 
Mbe  can  help  it.  My  brother's  fchema 
Vwrnvf  give  him  a  pretence  to  try  to  en- 
hgago  m^  to  4iA>cole  with  his  promife. 
JMir  if  I  nvw  49,  I  moft  acquit  him  of 
|f(  entirely. 

My  approbation  of  his  tender  beha- 

ur  in  the  midft  of  my  grief  has  given 

a  rig^e*  as  he  feemf  t^  tl)inkt  of 

peffing  me  with  al)  the  freedom  of 

s approved  lover.    I  ftv  oy  tliis  maoi 

t  when  ifpce  a  woman  embarks  with 

kxy  t^fire  is  no  receding.    One 


with  them.  He  has  beep  ever  fince 
Sunday  laft  continually  complaining  of 
the  diftance  I  keep  him  at;  and  thinks 
himfelf  entitled  now,  to  call  in  quef- 
tion  my  value  for  himj  ftrengfthening  . 
his  doubts  by  m^  former  declared  rea^ 
dineis  to  give  him  up  to  a  reconcilia- 
tion  with  my  friends— And  vet  has 
himfelf  fallen  off  from  that  obffquiout 
ttndtmffit  if  I  may  couple  the  words^ 
which  drew  from  me  the  conce(fions  he 
builds  upon. 

While  we  were  talking  at  the  door, 
my  new  fervant  came  up,  with  an  invi- 
tation to  us  bo^h  to  tea.  I  faid,  hi 
might  accept  of  it,  if  he  pleafedi  but 
I  moft  purfue  my  writing:  and  not 
chufing  cither  tea  or  fupper,  I  defit^ 
him  to  make  my  excufes  below,  as  to 
both;  and  inform  them  of  |ny  choice  to 
be  retired  as  much  as  poflible.  Yet 
to  promife  for  me  n)y  attendance  on 
the  widow  and  her  nieces  at  breakfaft 
in  the  morning. 

He  obfc^ed  particularity  in  the  eye 
of  ftrangers,  as  to  avoiding  fupper. 

<  You  know,*  faid  I,  f  and  vou  can 
'  tell  them,  that  I  feldom  eat  luppers. 

*  My  fpirits  are  low.    You  muft  ne- 

*  ver  urge  me  again  A  a  declared  choice, 
«  Pray,  Mr.  Lovelace,  inform  them 

*  of  all  my  panieularitics*    If  they 

*  are  obliging,   they  will  allow  fbr 

*  them.    I  come  not  hither  to  make 
«  new  acquainunce/ 

I  have  turned  o^f^  the  boo)cs  I  foun4 
in  my  clofet ;  and  am  not  a  littlepleafed 
with  them}  and  thin^  the  better  of  the 
people  of  the  houfefor  their  fakes. 

Stanhope's  Go(pels}  Sharp's, TilJot. 
Ton's,  and  South's  Sermons^  Nelfon's 
Feafts  and  Faftss  a  Sacramental  piece 
of  the  Bifliop  of  Man,  and  another  of 
Dr.  Gauden,  Bifliop  of  Exeteri  and 
Inett's  Devotions}  are  among  the  de- 
vput  books:  and  amoUg  thofe  of  a 
1  ighter  turn,  the  following  not  ill  chpfen  • 
ones.  A  Telemachus  in  Frencha  ano-  - 
ther  in  Snglifli;  Steele's,  Rowe's,  and 
Shakefpearc's  plajrsf  that  genteel  co* 
medy  of  Mr.  Cibber,  The  Carelefa 
Huiband,  and  others  of  the  fame  ao» 
thor}  Dryden's  Mifcellanics}  the  Tat-  • 
lers,Spe^ators,  andGuardians  j  Pope  s, 
and  Swift's,  and  Addifon's  works. 

In  the  blank  leaves  of  the  Nclfon 
and  Biibop  Gauden,  is  Mrs.  Sinclair'^  » 
namei  and  in  thofe  of  moft  of  the 
others,  cither  Sarah  Martin,  or  Mary 
Uorton^  Uif  names  of  the  two  nieces. 
3B«  I^ 
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•I 'AW  exceedingly  otit  df  humour 
with  Mr.  LovelaEtet  'And^h&ve  gnM 
reafoni  to  be  fo.  As  you  will  aflowy 
when  you  have  read  the  tonverfation  I 
am  going  to  ghre  you  an  account  of; 
for  he  would  not  let  me  reft  till  I  gave 
bim  my  Company  in  the  dining-room. 
He  began  With  letting  roe  kbow^  that 
lie  had  been  out  to  enquire  after  the 
chslrafler  of  the  widow,  which  was 
the  more  neceiTary.  he  faid,  as  he  fup- 
pofed  thttt  I  'vfquld  fxpe3  Ms  frequent 
at/eftce,         ' 

'I  dut,  I  iTaid^  and'  that  he  would  not 
thiiik  of  t^king'up  his  lodging  in  the 
famtfhoufewilhm«.  '<' But  what/ faid  • 
I,  « is  thereOilt  of  your  encfuiry?' 

*Why,  indeed^  the  widow's  chara'Aer 
vftij  rn  thd  m&tn^  What  be  liked  well, 
enough.  But  as  it  tirafs  Mifs  Howtfs 
opinioi),  ^8  I  had  told  hi m,  that  my 
bi^hfei-  had  *»ot  giveii=oter  hi$1fcheme{ 
as  the  widow  lived  by  lett^flg  lodgings ; 
arid  had  of  hers  to  'lett  in  the  Tame  part 
of  the  houfe,  which  mi^ht  be  taketi  by 
ari  enemy;  -he  kView  no  better  way,  thah 
for  him  tdtakt  them'  alli  as  it  could 
not  be  for  a  long  time— <«r/(^  Inuouid  ' 
think  of  remmJiHg  tdtftbers,  •     '  * 

'So  far  wsts- well  enough  i  biit  as  it  ' 
was  e'aiiy  for  me  to  iee>  that  he  fpoke  ' 
the  flignter  of  the  wfdow^  in  order  to- 
hsfvtr  a  pretence  t6  lodge  here  Himfelf^  I  ' 
aflced  him  his  intention  in  that  .refpe^^.  ' 
A^d  h^  frainrkly  owned,'  that  if  I  chofe 
ta'ftay  here,  he  coutd  not,  aa  matters 
Adod,'  think  of  leaving  me  for  fix  hours 
together^  and  he  h^d  pret^ared  the  wi^  . 
dow  to  expeft,  that^we  mould;  be  here 
Ibdt'Yof  ■a'few'dayS'Wi^mJy  tiH  we  could  • 
flit  oUi-felves  id  alrbufe  ftfitahle  to  our 
cojndition;  and  this,  that  I  might  be 
viider  the  lefs  dmbaitafs,  if  I  pteafed 
to  i»^movc..*         ,         • 

»  Fix  i>2if^-*felverin  a  houfei  and  fwe 
«  ftfid  enf ,  ■  Mr.  Lovelace— Pray,  in 

<  v^hM  light— " 

iHe  interrupted'  mei-«  Why,  my  ' 

*  deareftlife,  if  f^ttwill  hearmewitn 
.*  patience— Yet  lam  half -afraid,  that 

<  i'have  been  teo  forward,  as  I  have  • 

*  not  confulted  you  uponii^But  as 

*  my ; friends  in  town,  according  to 
«  what  Mr.  Doleman  has' written^  m 

<  the  letter  yoii  haye  feen,  c<Miclade  us 

*  to  be  married—' 

*  Surely,  Sir,  you  have  not  prc- 

*  Aimed-^^  '  .      •  . 
,*  Hearmeouty  dearift  cmtai-e«p 


You  have  reodved  with ,  £tvo«r  9if  i 
addreffea-^You  havemiade  me  hops 
for  the  lionouAof  jour  conienting  : 
hand :  yet,  by  declining  my  moft  fcr* ; . 
vexft  tender  of  myftlf  to  yoo  at  Mff • 
Sorlings^a,  have  given  mr  apprdMB«y 
fionsbf  delays  I  would  not  fofbe* 
world  be  thought  {q  ungenerous  a 
wretch,  now  yoq  kaveJiaunourrd  aie.. 
witb  your  coniidenoe,'tf/'/»R0(AM 
precipitati  }Wi  yet  your,  brotiar**' 
rcheraesarenotghrenop.    Singleton^ 
I  am  afraid,  la  actually  in  town^Jiis 
veifel  lies  at  Rotherbith-^Yovr  bro- 
ther ia  abfent  fnim  Harlowe  Piacef 
indeed  not  with  Singleton  yet,  asT 
ean  bear.    If  yo«  are  hitfum  to  .be : 
mine^or  if  you  ara  \ilalihnigbissi  be  fbf 
therewill  pMbably branendbf  your  ' 
brother*s contrivaircea^  The  ^dof^*a 
charafler '  toky  be  aa  worthy  fu  iiis 
fmd  ia  hi.    IdiMt  the  worthier  Ac  is, 
the  more  danger,  if  yo«ir  biotber'fl 
agtnt  fhould  nndva 'Out;  fioceiie- 
may  beperfifaded,  thai  Ok  ought  ia 
confoience  to  take  a^parent*^  partj 
againft  a  child  who  ftanda  iD>eMO* 
iitioi)  to  them.    But  tf  Ikebelwi^ 
ua  married,  her  good  chara£(er  will 
ftaad  usin  ftead,  and  fliewiiJL  be«£ 
our  party\-«<rhen  I  baVe.taken  earc . 
to  give  her  a  reafoU^.why  .twaapart* 
mente  are  requi&tefor  ua,  at  the  hov 
ofTetirement.'       t      .    .; 
:LperfedIv:  raved  iJi  bii»4    Itwopld 
have  ^vng  from  him  in  refentment;  hot 
he  would  no^let!nte»  and  what-coolil 
I  .do?  Whither  go,,  the  eteaiag  ad* 
vanced^      .  ^,-  *, . 

*  I  am  lAonilhed  at  yon  V  faid  l«-^ 

*  If  you  are  a  naao  .of  honoue,  what 

*  need  of 'aii  thte  foange  obli^ui^? 

*  You  delight-  iii  crooked  wajm^-Jwet 

*  mekno w j  fince  I  asi^  ftay  in  youf  com- 

<  pany,  (for  he  held<my.  hand)  jet  <n% 

'  know  all  you  haveiaidto  the  pesple.^ 
'  helow.-«i»Indeed,  indeed,  Mr.  Love* 

*  laee,  you  are  a  vefy  unacoou^tabla 

*  man.*: 

^  My  deareft  creature,  need  I  t^have 

*  menuoited  aoy'-thing  of  this }  hxA 

*  could  I  not  have  taken  up  my  lo4g»   ■ 
'  ings  in  this  houfe  unknown  to  yMt 

'  if  1  bad  not  intended  to^naknyou  tha 

*  judge  of  aJl  mv  proceedings  ?   But 

<  this  is  what  I  have  told  the  widom 

*  before  her  kinfwomen,   and  befbsns^ 

*  your  new  fervant— That  indaBd.wftj 

*  were  privately  married  at  Hcrlfordf  j 

*  bttttli|ty9ttbadpreliiiuiiiudU^iiA«M*i 
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*  noft  rdtffiouilyMfolvedMlDMiyy  t« 
'Jbtf  coAtMted  illritlf'ft|$antt  ftp^rt- 

*  0M«ni,  andfefevncft  to  lodge  tmder  ' 

*  4he  ikine-nk>f;'till  %  ettvain  recoiicN  ' 

*  tkdoii  iM!  takt  p\aM,  which  i«  of' 
^iilghc^nTemiciicetoboth.    And  for- 

*  tber»  that  I  might  convince  yon  of' 
^  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  and  that 

*  Viy^mrholeview  in  this  wae  topretent 
■  «iirchief»- 1'  have  acquainted  them, 

*  that.i  have  fol^mnly  promi(ed  to  be- 

*  hav»to  yoo  before  every-body,  at  if 

*  Hue  were  only  betrothed,  and  not  mar* 

*  mdi  not  even  offering  to  take  any  of 

*  thoie  innocent  freedoms  which  are  not 

*  lefuftd  in  the  moft  punAiliout  lovda.* 

And  then  He  folemnly  vowed  to  me 
the  ftrideft  obfisrvance  of  the  ihme  re- 
fpaftftil  behaviour  to  me. 

'  I  And^  that  I  was  not  by  any  means 
fiftiafied  with  the  tale  he  had  told,  nor 
with  the  ntcefity  he  wanted  to  lay  me 
under,  of  appearing  what  I  was  not: 
that  tvttj  mp  he  took  was  a  wry  one, 
aoeedleuwryonei  and  fince  he  thought 
it-nccefliiry  to telltbe  people  below  any- 
thiM  about  me,  I  -inuAcd,  that  he 
flioQlditsfiiy  all  he  hadfaid,  and  tell 
them  the  truth. 

What  he  had  told  them,  hefaid,  vras 
witk  ib  many  ctrcumftanoes,  that  he 
could  fooiier  die  than  contradt6t^  it, 
And  ftill  he  infifted  upon  the  propriety 
of  appearing  to  be  married,  for  the  rea- 
foDs  he  had  given  before-"*  And,  deaf- 

*  eft  CTBatore/  faid  he^  *  why  this  high 

*  difpleifare  witii  me  upon  fi>  well-in? 

*  tended  an  expedient }  You  know,  that 

*  I  cannot  vnii  to  fliun  your  brother, 

*  or  hia'Sfndeton,  but  upon  your  ac- 

*  ooiiAt.'  The  firft  ftep  I  would  take, 
'  if  left  to  invielf,  would  be  to  find 
«  fheaa-oiit.    I  bavi  aitvays  aSed  in 

*  this  auunfiTf  nvbm  aaj^-botfy  baspre' 
^  fimud  H  gffi  Q9a  ttnattmitgs  againfi 
••  ear.  ^       ■ 

*  'Tie  true,  I  woqld  have  confuhed 

'  foo  iirft,  and  had  your  leave.     But 

«  tince  you  dtilike  what  I  have  faid,  let 

'  sne  implore  yoii,  deareft  Madam,  to 

•   give  the  only  proper  fanAion  to  it,  by 

«  -naming' an  early  day.     Would  to 

^    iianve&that  were  to  be  to*roorrow ! 

«   ..For  God's  fake,  let  if  be  to-mor- 

«   iow!  But  if  not,*  [Was  it  his  buii- 

9^a»  my  dear,  before  I  fpoke,  (vet  he 

jfeeaned  to  be  afraid  of  me)  to  Ay,  if 

jB9#^]  '  let  me  belcech  yoo.  Madam, 

0  JSfmy  bclnafiottr  tydl  o^  be  to  yo\»r 


4«7^ 

<  diflike,  thai!  yon  wilfifot  to-monoWi 

*  at  breakfaft:time>   dlfct^dif  Whilt  l  • 

*  luhre  told  them. '  ThememenUgivt^ 

*  you  'ca^fp  to  think,  that  t  take  anf ^ 

*  advamage  of  your  conc^ffion^  that" 

<  moment  revoke  it,  and*expofif  me,  aa 

*  I  (hall  deferve!— >-And  on€ein*re,  lee' 

*  me  remind  you,  that  I  havemyview^^ 
'  either  to  ferve  or  fave  myfelf  by  thia  ' 

*  estpedienf.    It  is  only  to  prevent  a  - 
'  probable  'mi/chief,   for   your  \>wtt  - 

*  mind*r  fakei  and  for  the  fake  of  thoie  ' 

<  Who  defer^e  not  the  leaft  conftdera* 
«  tloft  from'me."  ♦ 

What  coold-I  fay?  What  could  I 
do?— I  verily  think,  that  had  he  tftged"" 
me  again,  in  u  proper  m/mhtr,  fYhouId 
have  confented  (little  fatisfied  as  I  am ' 
with 'him)  to  give-  him  a  meeting  to- 
morrow morning  at  a  more  fblemn  place' 
than  in  the  parlour  below. 

Btit  this  I  refolve,  that  he  (h«ll  not ' 
have  my  confent  to  ftay  a  night  under  * 
this  roof.  He  has  n<9w  given  me  m* 
ftronger  reafon  for  this  determination  * 
than  I  had  before.  *    * 

•       # 

Alas  1  my  dear,  how  vain  a  thing 
to  fay,  'What  we  will  or  what  we  will ' 
not  do,  when  we  'have  put  ourfelvea ' 
into  the  power  of  this  fex!— He  went^' 
down  to  the  people  below,  on  my  de- 
firing  to  be  lefttomyfelfj  and  ftaidtill 
their  fopper  was  juft  ready;  and  then, 
deiiring  a  moment's  auMince^  at  he 
called  ir,  he  befought  my  leave  to  ftay 
that  one  night,  promifin^  to  fet  out 
either  for  Lord  M.*s,  or  tor  Edgware  . 
to  his  friend  Bel  ford's,  in  the  morn- 
ing, after  break faft.  But  if  I  were 
ag^inft  it,  he  faid,  he  would  not  ftay 
fupperj  and  would  attend  me  about 
eight  neirt  day — Yet  he  added,  that 
my  denial  would  have  a  very  particular 
appearanee  to  the^  people  below,  from 
what  he  had  told  themj  and  the  more» 
as  he  had  equally  agreed  for  all  the  va* 
cant  apartments  (indeed  only  for  a 
month)  for  the  rea(bn  he  had  before 
hinted  at:  but  I  need  not  ftay  here  two 
days,  if,  upon  converiing  with  the 
widow  and  her  nieces  in  the  morning, 
1  diould  have  any  diflike  to  them. 

I  thought,  notwithftanciing  my  re- 
folntion  above -metxtioned,  that  it  would 

Seem  tpo  punftiliojbs  to  deny  him,  un« 
l^r  the  circomftances  he  had  mention- 
ed t*—btvinr,  befides,  no  reafon  to  think 
M  vropld  obey  me;  for  he  looked,  as  '^  • 
iie  were  dctcriiuiied  to  debau  the  matter 


with  roc.  And-Ttow  as  I.  f^t  no  HkcTi- 
l^jpodof  a  reconciliation  with  my  fi;Fciid«, 
and  a 6  I  have  actually  rcoivcd  hi»  ad- 
dwflis;  I  thuiighr  I  vcr.lci  not  quaiTcl 
with  r.lrr..,  if  I.coul'f  help  it,  efpecially 
as  he  afkjta  to  (lay,  bnt  foi*  on«  night, 
Slid  could  have  tlonc  f)  without  my 
kpawtng  it;  and  yon  heingr  of  opinion, 
that  the  prcud  wretch,  diftrufting  his 
•yn  meiit£  with  me,  or  at  leaH.my  re- 
garc)  for  him,  will  pvohably  bring, me 
to,  fQ,me  concfdions  in  his  favour — For 
al).ti)ere  rcafons,  I  thought  proper  to 
yieid  this  point:  yet  I  w.^s  fo  vexed  with 
(tm  en  \^'iofberf  that  it  was  impoiiible 
fiDi'r.me  tocomply  with  that  srace  which 
a  conceflion  fiioold  be  made,  with,  <Hr 
Mt  madeataU.  • 

Tl^s  was  wltat  I  faid — *  What  you 

*  twill  do,  you  atufido^  I  think.    You 

*  arc  Very  ready  to  prosnife;  very  rfady 

*  .to  depart  from  your  protnifc*    You 

*  £iy,  Mwcver,  that  you  will  fct  out 
^.toTRiorr^w  ibr  the  countrvv  Xmi 
*"  jcnow  how  i)i  I  have  b^n.     I  am  not 

*  wcUcaongh  now  to  debate  with  you 

*  apen  your  enf roacbiDff  ways.     I  am 

*  aCffcrly  dM&ttsiied  with  the  tale  you 
'  Wye  told  helov.  Nor  wiU  I  pro- 
f  miie  to  appear  to  the  p^pie  of  tbt 
^.h^afe  to-morrow  what  I  am  not.'" 

He  withdrew  in  the  moft  rtfpe^ftU 
anaaiier,  befeeching  laeoniy  to  favour 
iNin  with  (och  a  meeting  in  the  morn- 
^ftgf  at  might  pot  make  the  widow  and 
Iber  nieces  think  he  had  gi^ea  lae  rca- 
Ibn  to  bf  offended  with  him. 

I  retired  (9  my  own  apartment,  and 
Dorcas  came  to  me  foon  after  to  ta|ce 
my  coroniancls.  I  told  her,  that  I  re- 
f|uired  very  little  attendance,  and  al- 
ways dreffed  and  undrefited  myfelf. 

She  feemed  cpncerned,  as  if  flie 
thought  I  had  repalfed  her;  and  faid, 
}t  Amu  Id  be  her  whole  ftudy  to  oblige 
lae. 

I  told  her,  that  I  was  nQtdif{icultto 
}yt  pleafed:  and  fltould  let  her  know 
from  time  to  time  what  affiftanc^  I 
jbould  expeA  from  her.  Bat  for  that 
aight  ]  had  no  occaiaon  for  her  further 
attendance. 

She  is  not  only  genteel,  but  is  well- 
Wtd,  and  well-fpoken.*>-^he  muft  have 
fttd  what  is  generally  thc^ught  to  be  the 
polite  part  of  educations  b^t  it  is 
|lraage,th?t  fathers  a nci mothers  fliofikl 
9iake  Ut  tight,  as  they  generally  do,  of 
4ut  prcfctahle  port  iu  girU,  wmc^ 
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^  would  improve  their  orfndf^  aad  gift* 

.  agracetoall  the  reiL 

As  Toon  a»  Oio  was  gone,  t  UifytSkd 
the  doors,  th^  windows,  the  wainibot, 
the  dark,  clofet  as  well  as  thel^btone^ 
and  finding  verv  |rood  faHenings  to  the 
door,  and  to  all  the  wimbwt,  I  agaia 

>  had  lecuurre  tv  my  pen. 

Mas.  Sinclair  ia  }aft  aow  goae 
from  n.c.  Dorcas,  (he  told  me,  had 
acquainted'  her^  ijiat  I  bad  diibificd 
her  Cor  the  night.  She  came-to  aik  ms 
bow  Diked  myapartment»  andtowilh 
mc  good.  reil.  She eapieifed  her  con- 
cern,  that  they  could  not  have  my  com- 
pany at  fupper,  Mr.  Lovelace,  (he 
ia^d,  l>ad  ijUormed  theoi  of  asy  love  .of 
retirenicht,.  She  alTared  me,  that  I 
(1>ou]d  not  be  brpken  in  upon.  She 
'nMy  extolled  itm^  and  gave  aw  a 
(hare  in  th«  praife,  as  to  per^a.  But 
wasfoiry,  ihe  idid,  that  Uie  was  likely 
to  lole  tts  io  ioon  as  Mr.  Lovelace  talk* 
ed  of. 

1  anfwercd  her  with  fuitable  civi- 
lity; and  (lie  withdrew  with  great  ta* 
kens  of  refpea. ,  With  greater,  I  tbiak, 
thau.(hould  be  from  diftance  of  years, 
as  (he  was  the  wife  of  a^eluleman;  and 
as  the  appearance  of  every^thin^ about 
her,  as  well  houfe  as  drefs,  eawitstlis 
marks  of  fucb  good  eJrcumdaDces,  aa 
require  not  aba|en|ent«. 

If,  my  dear»  you  imfi  vrrite  igiisft 
prohibition,  ba  pleafed  to  dtfcft,  <  Ta 
<  Alijs  l^:ituf  Beaumat\  t9b§i^iiiU 
*  ctfUcdJor,  4U  Mr.  WiijkiC^  im  Fatt 
«  MaUr 

jyir.  Lovelafc  propoftd  this  dtnftioB 
to  me,  not  kmowng  of  your  defiie  thaf 
your  letters  ^Kiuki  pal's  by  a  thini 
hand.  As  hii  motive  for  it  vfas,  that  * 
my  brother  might  not  trace  out  where 
we  are,  I  am  glad,  aa  well  from  tbU 
inftance  as  ffom  others,  that  be  fceoK 
to  think  he  has  done  mikhief  taoo^ 
already^        .    - 

Do  you  know  hovr  my  poor  Hanaal| 
does^  ^  • 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  fo  full  of  his  cea* 
trivances  and  ei^pedients,  that  I  thiak 
It  may  pot  be  am^ft  to  de&re  vmi  la 
look  carefully  to  the  feals  of  my  fetters, 
as  I  fiiall  to  thofc  of  yours,  if  I M 
him  baie  in  this  partictUar,  I  (hall 
think  him  capable  ^aay  evil^  aad  vm 
9)'  him  aa  my  wordt  en^y« '  ^ 
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LETTER  LX. 

MISS  HOWE»  TO  MISS  CLARISSA 

WITJi    SXm    TWO    tA«T    LtTTXftSj    H* 
LIT.  LV.  tNCLOSZD. 

TBUKSDAY  NIGHT»  AfBIL  ^J, 

I  Have  yoort ;  juil  brought  me.  Mr. 
Hickman  has  helped  me  to  d  lucky 
txpedienty  trhich,  with  the  siTiftance 
Off  the  poft,  will  enable  me  to  corre- 
fpond  witli  vou  every  day.  An  ho- 
neft  higler  [dimon  Collins  his  name] 
by  whom  I  Aall  Tend  this,  and  the  two 
inclofedt  (now  I  have  your  dire^ion 
whither)  goes  to^  town  conftantly  un 

'.  Mondays,  Wednefdays  and  Kridays) 

'  and  can  bring  back  to  me  from  Mr. 
WiUbn*s  what  you  fliall  have  caufed 

'  to  be. left  for  nie..  ' 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  arrival  in 

.  town,  to  much  amended  in  ipiritt.     I 
muit  be  brief.    I  hope- you'll  have  no 

*caufe  to  repent  returning  my  Norrit. 
Jt  is  forthcoming  on  demand. 

I  am  forry*  ^our  Hannah  can't  be 
widiyou.  She  is  very  ill  (HI  1;  but  not 
daneeroufly. 

I Ibng  for  yottr  account  of  the  wo- 
ocn  you^are  with.  If  they  lire  not  right 
Mople,  you  will  find  them  out  in  one 
breakfafting. 

I  know  not  what  to  write  upon  his 
reporting  to  them  that  you  are  iu&ually 
married.  Htsreafon«  {br>it  are  plao- 
fible^i  But  be  delights  in  odd  expedients 
and  inventions.* 

Whether  w>o  Kke  the  people  or  not, 
do  not»  b^  your  noble  fincerity  and 
pUiiudealMigy  make  3ronrielf  enemies. 
You  are  in  the  ivorld  now,  you  know. 
I  am  glad' yon  had  thoughts  of  tak- 
ing him  at  his  offer}  if  lie  had  re-urged 
iu  I  wonder  he  did  not.  But  if  he 
do-  not  (bon,  and  in  fuch  S  way  as  you 
€aM  accept  of  it,  donH  think  of  ftaying 
with  him* 

Depend  upon  it,  my  dear,  he  will 
not  leave  you,  either  night  or  da^r/  if 
he  can  help  it;  now  be  has  got  footing. . 
I  fliould  have  abhorred  aim  for  his 
report  of  your  marriage,  had  he  not 
made  It  with  fuch  circumftances  as  leave 
ttlHHin  your  power  to- keep  him  at 
diftanoe.  •  If  once  he  offer  at  the  Uaft 
#imiliarity—- But  this  is  ncedlefs  to  fay. 
to  yoot  He  can  have,  I  think,  no  other 
4tftga'btti  w^at  .h^  piofelfcsi  JMcaufe 


>ht  ttiuft  needft  think*  that  Ws  itporl  ^ 
bein^  married,  to  you  nauft  enc^ea^ 
your  vigilance. 

You  may  depend  upon  mj  looking 
.narrowly  into  the  fealings  or  your  let- 
ters. It,  r.6  vou  fayt  he  be  baie  in  that 
M)int,  he  will  be  ^  in  every -thing. 

.  but  to  a  pei  fon  of  your  merit,  of  yow 
fortune,  of  your  virtue,  he  cannot  be 
bale.  The  man  is  no  fool.  It  is  hts 
intereft,  as  well  with  regard  ta  his  ex* 
pe6l3tions  from  his  own  friends,  at 
from  you,  to  be  honcft.  Would  t» 
Heaven,  however,  that  you  vttnru^ 
married!  Thik  is  now  the  piedominaaft 
wi(h  oi  jQur 

AUSA  How<« 
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•MJSS  CLARISSA  HARLOWe^TO  MISS 
UOW£. 
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THVRSOAY  SfOaillMCy  BICHT 

o*Clock. 
Am  more  and'  more  difpleafed  with 
Mr.  Lovelace,  on  rtfle^ion,forhis 
bokinefs  in  hoping  to  make  me,  thoogk 
but  f>affi*vefyf  as  I  may  fay,  tefiify  !• 
his  great  untruth.  And  I  fliall  like 
him  itill  lefs  for  it,  if  his  view  in  it 
does  not  come  out  to  be  the  bofe  ofae* 
ceUratinjf  my  refilution  in  hiifofvwr^ 
-by  the  difiicalty  it  will  lay  me  under  as  * 
to  my  behaviour  to  him.  He  has  lent 
me  his  compliments  by  Dorcas,  with  a 
requeli  that  I  will  permit  him  to  atten4 
me  in  the  dinine  room— perhaps,  that 
he  may  guefs  from  thence,  whether  I 
wrll  meet  him  in  good  humour,  or  not  t 
but  I  hate  anfwei^d,  that  as  I  fhall  feo 
him  at  bieakfaft-time  I  defiredto  b« 
txcufed. 

Yin  0*CLOCK« 

I  TitiED  to  ai.'uft  my  countenance, 
before  I  went  down,  to  an  eafier  air 
than  I  had  a  heart,  and  was  received 
with  the  higheft  tokens  of  refpe6k  by 
tho  widow,  and  her  two  nieces i  agree* 
able  young  women  enough  in  their  per* 
ibnsj  but  they  fcemed  to  put  on  an  air 
of  refervej  while  Mr.  Lovelace  was 
eafy  and  free  to  all,  as  if  he  were  of: . 
long  acquaintance  with  them:  grace- 
fully enough,  I  cannot  but  fay;  an  ad- 
vantage which  travelled  gentlemen  bavs 
-  «ver  other  people. 
^  The  widow,  in  the  converiation  we 

hsa 
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^hidl^ttr  hrMJzff^,'  gate  us  air  accetmt 

*  ©f  the  militarv  merit  of  the  coloivel  her 

liufbandy  and,  upon  this  oecatmn,  put 

*'lier  handkerchier  to  her  eyes  twice  or 

thrit^.    I  hope  for  the  fake  of  her  fin- 

'(?er{ty»  (he  wetted  it,  becaafe  fhe  would 

^e  thought  to  have  done  fo;  but  I  faw 

not  that  (he  did.     She  wiflied  that  I 

might  never  know  the  Jofs  of  a  huf- 

band  fo  dear  to  tne,  as  her  beloved  co> 

lone}  was  to  her:  and  (he  again  put  the 

'  handkerchief' to  her  eyes. 

It  muft,  no  doubt,  be  a  rood  affect- 
*'  ing  thing  to  be  feparated  from  a  good 
husband,  and  to  be  left  in  difficult  cir- 
cumftances  befides,  and  that  not  by 
bis  fault,'  and  expofed  to  the  infults  of 
the  bafe  and  ungi-ateful,  as  ihe  repre- 
Ibnted  her  cafe  to  be  at  his  death.  This 
moved  me  a  goodtieal  in  her  favour. 

You  know,  my  dear,  that  I  have  an 
open  and  free  heart;  and  naturally  have 
as  open  and  free  a  countenance^  at  lead 
my  complimenters  have  told  me  fo. 
At  6nce,  where  I  like,  I  mingle  minda 
without  referve,  encouraging  reciprocal 
freedoms,  and  am  forward  to  diflipate 
diffidences.  But  with  thefe  two  nieces 
of  the  widow  I  never  can  be  intimate 
—I  donH  know  why. 

Only,  that  circumftances,  and  what 
pafled  in  converfation,  encouraged  not 
the  notion,  or  I  fliould  have  been  apt  to 
think,  that  the  young  ladies  and  Mr« 
Lovelace  were  of  longer  acquaintance 
than  of  yefierday.  For  he,  by  (lealth, 
is  it  were,  caft  glances  fometimes  at 
them,  which  they  returned;  and>  on 
my  ocular  notice,  their  eyes  fell,  as  I 
may  fay,  under  my  eye,  as  if  they  could 
Bot  ftand  examination. 

The  widow  direfied  all  her  talk  to 
me,  as  to  Mrs*  Lovelace;  and  I,  with 
•  very  ill  grace,  bore  it.  And  once  fhe 
cxprefled,  more  forwardly  than  I  thank- 
ed her  for,  her  wonder  that  any  vow,  any 
confideration,  however  weighty,  could 
liave  force  enough  wiih  fo  charming  a 
couple,  as  flie  called  him  and.  me,  to 
make  ot  kee|>  (eparate  beds. 

Their  eyes,  upon  this  hint,  had  the 
•dvaacage  of  mine.  Yet  was  I  not 
confctous  of  guilt.  How  know  I  then, 
upon  recollection,  that  my  cenfures 
upon  theirs  are  not  too  rafli  ?  There . 
■re,  no  doubt,  many  truly  mode.ft  per- 
ibns,  (putting  myfelf  out  of  tiie  qoef- 
cion)  who,  by  bfu(hes  at  an  injuriotis 
rhaige,  have  been  fufpe^led,  by  tho(e 
iKrho  cannot  diftinguiib  between  th^coa» 
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fufion  which  euilt  will  be  attended ntdu 
and  the  noble'^onKcioiifildi  tfaat.oTor* 
fpreads  the  face  of  a  fine  fpirit,  to  be 
tiiought  but  capable  of  an  impdted  MriU 

The  great  |loman,  as  we  read,  who 
took  his  furname  from  one  part  in  three 
(the  fourth  not  then  difcovered)  of  &e 
world  he  had  triumphed  over,  being 
charged  with  a  mean  crime  to  his  fol- 
diery,  chofe  rfither  to  foffer  exile  (the 
puniibent  due  to  it,  bad  he  been  found 
guilty)  than  to  have  it  faid,  that  Scipio 
was  queftioned  in  publick,  on  fo  fcan- 
dalous  a  charge..  And  think  you, my 
dear,  that  Scipio  did.  not  bluih  with  in- 
dignation, when  the  clnrge  was  firft 
communicated  to  him? 

Mr.  Lovelace,  when  the  widow  ex- 
prefled  her  forward  wonder,  looked  fir 
and  leering,  as  if^to  obferve  bow  I  took 
it;  and  faid,  they  might  take  notice 
that  his  regard  for  qiy  will  and  pleafurt 
(cal  ling  me  hi  s  dear  creature)  iiad  great- 
er force  upon  him  than  the  oath  by 
which  he  had  bound  himfelf. 

Rebuking  both  him  and  the  widow, 
I  faid,  it  was  ftranjge  to  me  to  bear  an 
oath  or  vow  fo  lisrhtly  treated,  aste  have 
it  thought  but  ofieoond  confidenuioo, 
whatever  were  the  firft. 

The  obfervation  was  juft,  Mifs  Mar- 
tin faid;  for  that  nothing  could  excvfe 
the  breaking  of  a  foiemn  vow,  be  the 
occafion  of  making  it  what  it  would. 

I  afked  after  the  nearcft  church;  for 
I  have  been  too  long  a  Granger  to  the  (a* 
cred  worihip*  They  nam^d  St.  Jameses, 
St.  Anne^t,  and  another  in  Bloomflnuyi 
and  the  two  nieces  faid,  thev  oftenw 
went  to  St.  James't  church,  becaufeof 
the  good  company,  as  weU  as  for  the 
excellent  preacning. 

Mr.  Lovelace  (aid,  the  Royal  Chapel 
was  the  place  he  ofteneft  ¥rent  to,  when 
in  town.  Poor  man!  little  did  I  ex- 
pe&  to  hear  he  went  to  any  place  of  de- 
votion .  I  adced,  if  the  prefence of  the 
vifible  king  of,  con»parativelhr,  bot  a 
fmall  territory,  did  not  take  off,  too  ge* 
nerally,  the  rsquifite  attention  to  the 
(ervice  of  the  invifible  K.ing  atid  Maker 
of  a  thoufand  worlds  ? 

He  believed  this  might  be  fo  with 
fuch  as  came  for  curiofity,  when  the 
ro^al  family  were  prefent.  But  other- 
wife,  he  had  fcen  as  many  contrite  faces 
at  the  Royal  Chapel,  as  any-whcre 
elfet  •  And  why  not?  Since  the  people 
*  about  coort  have  as  deep  fcorea  to 
.^  wipe  off,  aaanjfpcofdewmbever/ 
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Ite  rpoke  this  with  Co  much  levity, 
tbat  1  could  not  help  faying,  that  no- 
body qucftioned  but  he  knew  how  to 
cbaie  his  company. 

*  Your  ftrvant,  nay  dear,'  bowing, 
were  his  words;  and  turning  to  them, 

*  You  wilJ  obferve  upon  numberlefs  oc- 

*  cafions,  ladies,  as  we  aj-e  further  ac- 

*  quainted,    that    my    beloved    never 

*  fpares  me  upon  theie  topicks.     But  I 

*  admire  her  as  much  in  her  reproofs, 

*  as  I  am  fond  of  her  approbation.' 
Mifs  Horton  faid.  There  was  a  time 

for  every -thing.  Shecouldnot  but  fay, 
that  (he  thought  innocent  mirth  was 
mighty  becoming  in  young  people. 

*  Very  true,'  joined  in  Mifs  Martin. 
«  And  Shakcfpcare  fays  well,    That 

*  youth  is  thefpring  oflife^  the  bloom  of 

*  ^audyyean.^  [With  a  theatrical  air 
(befpoke  it:]  and,  for  her  part,  (he 
could  not  but  admire  in  my  fpoufe,  that 
charming  vivacity  which  fo  well  fuited 
his  time  of  life. 

Mr.  Lovelace  bowed.  The  man  is 
fond  of  praife.  More  fond  of  it,  I 
doubt,  than  of  defcrving  it.  Yet  this 
fort  of  praife  he  does  defer ve.  He  has, 
you  knowy  an  eafy  free  manner,  and  no 
bad  voice:  and  this  praife  fo  expanded 
his  gay  heart,  that  he  fung  the  rollow- 
\xi%  lines  from  Congreve,  as  he  told  us 
they  wer&— 

'  Youth  does  a  tbouTani  pleafures  bring, 
'  Which  from  decrepit  age  will  fly; 

<  Sweet!  that  waacoo  in  the  bofom  of  the 
fpring, 
'  In  winter's  sold  embraces  die.* 

And  this  for  a  compliment,  as  he 
&id,  to  the  two  nieces.  Nor  was  it 
thrown  away  upon  them.  They  en- 
cored it ;  and  his  compliance  fixed  them 
in  my  memory. 

We  had  fome  talk  about  meals ;  and 
the  widow  very  civilly  offered  to  con- 
form to  any  rules  I  would  fet  her.  I 
told  her  how  eaiily  I  was  pleafed,  and 
bow  much  I  chole  to  dine  by  myl'elf, 
and  that  fi*oma  plate  fent  me  fiom  any 
£ngle  di(h.  But  I  will  not  trouble  you, 
my  dear,  with  fuch  particulars. 

They  tliouffht  me  very  fingular;  and 
with  reafoD:  but  as  I  liked  them  not  fo 
ytry  well  as  to  forego  my  owu  choice 
in  compliment  to  them,  I  was  the  lefs 
concerned  for  what  they  thought.-^ 
And  ftill  the  lefs,  as  Mr.  Lovelace  had 
put  me  vtery  much  out  of  humour  with 
nim. 
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They,  however,  cautioned  me  againft 
melancholy.  I  faid,  I  (bould  be  a  very 
unhappy  creature,  if  I  could  not  bear 
my  own  company. 

Mr.  Lovelace  faid.  That  he  muft  let 
the  ladies  into  my  ftory;  and  then  they 
would  know  how  to  allow  for  my  ways. 

*  But,  my  dear,  as  you  lo*ue  me^  faid 
the  confident  wretcn,  *  give  as  little 

*  way  to  melancholy  as  pofUble.     No- 

*  thing  but  the  fweetnefs  of  your  tem- 
'  per,  and  your  high  notions  of  a  duty 

*  that  never  can  be  deferved  where  you 

<  place  it,  can  make  you  fo  uneafy  as 

*  you  are.— Be  not  angry,  my  dear 

*  lonje^  for  faying  {q^  [fecmg  me  frown, 
I  fuppofe:]  andfnatchedmyhand,an(i 
kiffed  it.-— I  left  him  with  them;  and 
retired  to  my  clofct  and  my  pen. 

Jufl  as  I  have  written  thus  far,  I  am 
interrupted  by  a  melTase  from  him,  that 
he  is  fetting  out  on  a  journey,  and  de- 
fires  to  take  my  commands.— So  here 
I  will  leave  off,  to  give  him  a  meeting 
in  the  dining  room. 

I  WAS  not  difpleafed  to  fee  him  in  his 
riding- drefs. 

He  feemed  defirous  to  know  how  I 
liked  the  gentlewomen  below.  I  told 
him,  that  although  I  did  not  think  them 
«very  exceptionable;  yet  as  I  wanted 
sot,  in  my  prefent  fituation,  new  ac- 
quaintance, I  (hould  not  be  fond  of 
cultivating  theirs. 

He  urged  me  ftill  further  on  this 
head. 

I  could  not  fay,  I  told  him,  that  I 
greatly  liked  either  of  the  young  gentle- 
women,  anymore  than  their  aunt:  and 
that  were  my  fituation  ever  fo  happy, 
they  had  much  too  gay  a  turn  for  me. 

He  did  not  won£r,  he  faid,  to  hear 
me  fay  fo.  He  knew  not  any  of  the  feic 
who  had  been  accuflomed  to  (hew  them- 
felvesatthe  town-diverfions  and  amufe- 
ments,  that  would  appear  tolerable  to 
me.      *  'Silences  and  Uufhes,  Madam, 

<  are  now  no  graces  with  our  fine  la- 

*  dies  in  town.   Hardened  by  frequent 

*  publick  appearance's,  they  would  be 

*  as  much  aihamed  to  be  found  guilty 

<  of  thefe  weakneffes,  as  men.* 

•  Do  you  defend  thefc  two  gentle- 

<  women.  Sir,  by  reflexions  upon  half 
'  the  fex?  But  you  muH  fecond  m^, 

*  Mr.  Lovelace,  (and  yet  I  am  not  fond 

*  of  being  thought  pirticular)  in  mj 

*  defire  of  break  filling  and  fapping 

*  (when  I  do  fup)  by  myfelf.* 

3  i  V 


43* 

If  I  would  have  it  ^fo,  to  be  fare  it 
(hoal4  be  fb.  The  people  of  the  houfe 
were  not  of  confequence  ^ough  to  be 
apologixed  to,  in  atiy  point  where  my 
pleafure  was  concerned.  And  if  I 
ihould  diflike  them  ftill  more  on  fur- 
ther knowledge  of  them,  he  hoped  I 
would  think  oi fime  other  lodgings. 

He  exprefled  a  good  deal  of  regret  at 
leaving  me,  declaring,  that  it  was  ab- 
folutely  in  obedience  to  my  commands: 
but  that  he  could  not  have  confented  to 
go,  while  my  brother's  fchemes  were  on 
foot,  if  I  had  not  done  him  the  credit 
of  my  countenance  in  the  report  be  had 
nt.ide  that  we  were  married ;  which,  he 
faid,  had  bound  all  the  family  to  his  in- 
tereft,  To  that  he  could  leave  me  with  the 
greater  fecurity  and  ratisfa6lion. 

He  hoped,  he  faid,  that  on  his  return 
I  would  name  his  happy  day;  and  the 
rather,  as  I  might  be  convinced,  by  my 
brother's  projects,  that  no  reconciliation 
was  to  be  expected. 

I  told  him,  that  perhaps  I  might  write 
one  lettfer  to  my  uncle  Harlowe.  He 
once  loved  me.  I  ihould  be  eafier  when 
I  bad  made  one  direct  application.  I 
might  poflibly  propofe  I'uch  terms,  in 
relation  to  my  grandfather's  eftate,  as 
might  procure  me  their  attention 9  and 
I  hoped  he  would  be  long  enough  abfent 
to  give  me  time  to  write  to  him,  and  re- 
ceive an  anfwer  from  him. 

That,  he  m lift  beg  my  pardon,  he 
could  not  promil'e.  He  would  inform 
himfelf  of  Singleton's  and  my  brother's 
motions;  and  if  on  his  return  he  found 
no  reafon  for  apprehenfion,  he  would 
go  direftly  for  Berks,'  and  endeavour  to 
bring  up  with  him  his  coufin  Charlotte, 
who,  he  hoped,  would  induce  me  to  give 
him  an  earlier  day,  than  at  prefent  I 
feemed  to  think  of. — I  feemed  to  think  of^ 
ray  dear  I  Very  acqulelcent,  as  I  ftiould 
imaglnt! 

I'told  him,  thai  1  fliould  take  that 
young  lady's  company  for  a  great  fa- 
vour. 

I  was  the  more  pleafed  with  this  mo- 
tion, as  it  came  from  himfelf,  and  with 
no  ill  grace. 

He  earn  eft  ly  pre  (Ted  me  to  accept  of  a 
Bank  note :  but  I  declined  it.  And  then 
-he  offered  me  his  lervant  William  for 
my  attendant  in  bis  abfence;  who,  he 
laid,  might  be  difpatchcd  to  him,  if  any. 
thing  extraordinary  fell  out.  I  con- 
r^nred  to  that. 

He  took  his  leave  of  me  In  the  moft 
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refpeflful  manner,  only  kifling-  my 
hand.  He  left  the  Bank  note,  unob- 
fcrved  by  me,  upon  the  table.  Youinaj 
be  fure,  I  Ihall  give  it  him  back  at  his 
return. 

I  am  in  a  much  better  humour  vrith 
'him  than  I  was. 

Where  doubts  of  any  perfon  are  re- 
moved, a  mind  not  ungenerous  is  wili- 
i"g»  by  way  of  amends  for  having  con- 
ceived thole  doubts,  to  conftrue  every- 
thing that  happens  capable  of  a  good 
con£ru6lion,  in  that  perfon's  fevour. 
Particularly,  I  cannot  but  be  plealedto 
obferve,  that  although  he  fpeaksof  tbc 
ladies  of  his  family  with  thefrecdooior 
relationship,  yet  it  is  always  ^ith  ten* 
dernefs.  And  from  a  man's  kindncfs 
to  his  relations  of  the  fex,  a  woman  his 
fome  reafon  to  expe6l  his  good  beha- 
viour to  heiTelf,  when  married,  if  die 
be  willing  to  defcrve  it  from  him. 

And  thus,  my  dear,  am  I  brought  to 
fit  down  fatisfied  with  this  man,  whert 
I  find  room  to  infer  that  he  is  not  by 
nature  a  favage.  But  how  could  a  crea- 
ture, who  (treating  herfelf  unpoliielv) 
gave  a  man  an  opportunity  to  run  away 
with  her,  expea  to  be  treated  by  that 
man  with  a  very  high  degree  of  poliie- 
nefs? 

•  But  why,  now, when  fairer  profpefls 

*  ieem  to  open,  why  thefe  melancholy 

*  refie£lions  ?^  will  my  beloved  friead 
afkofherClarifTa. 

Why?  Can  you  aflc  why,  my  deareft 
Mifs  Howe,  of  a  creature,  who,  in  the 
world's  eye,  has  enrolled  her  nvne 
among  the  giddy  and  the  inconfideratej 
who  labours  ander  a  parent's  curfe,and 
the  cruel  uncertaioties,wbich  mufl  arilc 
from  refle^ing,  that,  equally  againft 
duty  and  principle,  (he  has  thrown  her- 
fell  into  the  power  of  a  man,  and  that 
man  an  immoral  one  ? — Muft  not  the 
fenfe  (he  has  of  her  inconfideratiDa.* 
darken  her  moft  hopeful  profpeAs? 
Muft  it  not  even  rife  firongeji  upon  1 
thoughtful  mind,  when  her  hopts  ar« 
the  faineftf  Even  her  pleafures,  wei-e 
the  man  to  prove  better  than  ihc  ex- 
perts,coming  to  her  with  an  abatement, 
like  that  which  perfons  who  are  in  pof- 
feftton  of  ill-gotten  wealth  muft  the» 
moft  poignantly  experience,  (if  thcf 
have  reflecting  and  unfeared  minds) 
when,  all  their  wifties  anfwercd,  (if  tt*e 
wiftiesoffuch  perfons  can  ever  be  wholly 
anfwered)  they  fit  down  in  hopes  to  fx- 
joj  what  they  have  unjuftly  obuined, 

and 
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ud  find  their  owa  reflexions  their 
ptatcft  torment. 

May  you,  my  dear  friend,  be  always 
happy  in  your  rcflcftions,  prays  your 

Cl.Harlowb. 

Jfr.  Lo'Veiace,  in  bis  next  letter^  tri- 
nmpbs  on  his  baling  carried  his 
t-wo great  points  e/making  the  lady 
yield  to  oafs  for  his  wife  to  the 
people  or  the  hoofe,  and  to  his 
takmg  up  his  lodgings  in  itjthough 
but  for  one  night.  He  is  now,  be 
fays^  in  a  fair  way,  and  doubts  not 
but  that  he  (hall  foon  prevail,  if 
not  by  perfuafion,  byfurprizc.  Yet 
be  pretends  to  ha*ue  Jome  little  re- 
tnarfe^  ^xicenfures  himfelf  as  ail- 
ing the  part  of  the  grand  tempter. 
But  having  fucceeded  thus  far,  he 
cannot,  be  fays^  forbear  trying, 
according  to  the  refolution  he  had 
before  made,  whether  he  cannot  go 
farther. 

Hegi^ues  the  particulars  of  their  de- 
bates on  the  above-mentioned  fuh- 
jeSsi  to  the  fame  effeS  as  in  the  la- 
dfslafi  Utters. 

It  will  by  this  time  befeen,  that  bis 
<utbole  merit,  with  regard  to  this 
lady^  lies  in  doing  juft ice  to  her  ex- 
cellences'both  of  mind  and  perfon, 
though  to  his  o-ivn  condemnation. 
Thus  be  begins  bis  fucceeJing  Ut- 
ter i 

*  And  now,  Belfoi-d,  will  I  give  thee 
'  an  account  of  our  firft  breakfaft-con- 
« verfation. 
,     *  All  fwcctly  fcrenc  and  eafy  was  the 

*  lovely  brow  and  charming  afpcft  of 

*  mygoddefs,  on  her  defccnding  among 

*  US}  commanding  reverence  from  every 

*  eyej  a  curtfey  from  every  kncej  and 

*  filence,  awful  filcncc,  from  every  qui- 

*  vering  lip:  while  ftie,  armed  with  con- 
« fcious  worthinefs  and  fupcriority, 
« looked  and  behaved,  as  an  emprefs 
«  would  look  and  behave  among  her 

*  vaf&Is;  yet  with  a  freedom  from  pride 
«  and  haughtincfs,  as  if  born  to  dignity, 
«  and  to  a  behaviour  habitually  gra- 
«  cious.' 

He  taies  notice  of  the  jeabujyj  f  ride, 
and  vanity,  of  Sally  Martm  and 
Polly  Norton,  on  bis  refpeBful  beha- 
*viour  to  the  lady :  creatures  'who, 
brought  up  too  high  for  their  for- 
tunes, and  to  a  tafie  of  pUafure^ 
and  the  fubliek  diverjions^  bad  fal- 


len am  tafiprey  to  bufkiunng  artSf 
(as  will  be  feen  in  the  conclufio3 
of  this  work :)  and  ivbo,  as  he  oh* 
ferves,  had  not  yet  got  over  that 
diftin£l)on  in  their  love,  which 
makes  a  woman  prefer  one  man  to 
another. 
*  How  difficult  is  it,72i^ii&/, '  to  make  m 

*  woman  fubfcribc  to  a  preference  againft 

*  herfclf,  though  ever  fo  vifible;  efpecially 

<  where  love  is  concerned  I  This  violent, 

*  this  partial  little  devil,  Sally,  has  th^ 

*  infolence  to  compare  herfen  with  my 

*  angel—yet  owns  her  to  be  an  angel.  *'  I 
«*  charge  you,  Mr.  Lovelace,"  fays  flie, 
•*  Ihew  none  of  your  extravagant  afti 
<<  of  kindnefs  before  me  to  this  (ullen, ' 
«*  this  gloomy  beauty— I  cannot  bear 
<<  it.'*  Then  was  I  reminded  of  her  firft 

*  facriiice. 

<  What  a  rout  do  thefe  women  make 

*  about  nothing  at  all!  Were  it  not  for 

<  what  the  learned  bijbop,  in  his  letter 

*  from  Italy,  calls  the  Entanglements  of 
'Amour,  and  I  the  Delicacies  of  In- 

*  trigue,  what  is  there,  Belford,  in  all  ' 

<  they  can  do  for  as? 

*  Hbw  do  thePe  creatures  endeavour  to 

<  ftimulate  me!    A  fallen  woman  is  a 

*  worfe devil  than  even  a  profli^te  man. 
•The  former  is  incapable  ot  remorfct 

*  that  am  not  I— Nor  ever  ihall  they  pre- 

*  vail  upon  me,  though  aided  by  all  the 
'  powers  of  darknefs,  to  treat  this  admi- 

*  rable  creature  with  indignity.— So  far, 

<  I  mean,  as  indignity  can  be  feparated 

*  from  the  triah  which  will  prove  her  to 

*  be  either  woman  or  angel. 

*Y%t  with  them,  I  am  a  craven.     I 

*  might  have  had  her  before  now,  if  I 

*  would.  If  I  would  treat  her  as  fleih 
'and  blood,  Khould  find  her  fuch.  Tbev 
'  th«ii^ht  I  knew,  if  any  man  living dicf^ 

<  that  if  a  man  made  a  goddrfs  of  a  wo- 
'  man,  (he  would  aiTume  the  goddefs; 

*  that  if  power  were  given  her,  (he  would 
« exert  that  power  to  the  giver,-  if  to  no- 

*  body  elfc — And  p— r's  wife  is  thrown 

*  into  my  di(h,  who,  thou  knoweft,  kept 
*her  ceremonious  hu(band  at  haughty 

*  diftance,  and  whined  in  private  to  )icr 
« infulting  footman.  O  how  I  cnrfcdthe 

*  blafphemin^  wretches!  They  will  make 

*  me,  as  I  telfthem,  hate  their  houie,  and 
•remove  from  it.  And  by  my  foul, 
«  Jack,  I  am  ixady  at  times  to  think  that 

*  I  (hould  not  have  brought  her  hither, 

*  were  it  but  on  Sally's  account.  And 
« yet,   without   knowing  either  Sally's 

*  heart,  or  Polly's,  the  dear  creature  re. 

3  I  a  •  folvei 
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!  fclve«  igainft  having  any  converfation 

*  with  them  but  fuch  aa  the  cannot  avoid. 
'  I  am  not  forry  for  this,  thou  mayeft 
'  think;  fince  jealoufy  in  woman  is  not 
<  to  be  concealed  from  woman.     And 

*  Sally  has  no  comoiand  of  herfelf. 

« What  doft  tbiqkl^HePC  this  little 
^  devil  Sally,  not  being  able,  as  (he^told 

*  me,  to  fupport  life  under  my  difplea- 
'  fure,  was  going  into  a  fit:  but  when  I 

*  few  her  preparing  for  it,  I  went  out  of 
'  the  room;  and  fo  ftie  thought  it  would 

*  BOt  be  worth  her  while  to  fhew  away.' 

In  this  maimer  be  mentions  '<wbat  bis 
meaning  ivas  in  making  the  lady  the 
compliment  of  bis  abfence: 
*  As  to  leaving  her;  if  I  go  but  for  onf 

*  night,  I  have  fulfilled  my  promife:  and 
•  *  if  Ihc  think  nov  I   can   mutter  and 

^  grumble,  and  yield  again,  and  make  a 

*  merit  of  it;  and  then,  unable  to  live  out 

*  of  her  prefence.  Coon  return.     Nor  are 

*  women  ever  dngry  at  bottom  for  being 

*  difobeyed  through  ncccfs  of  love."  They 

*  like  an  u neon trou lab le  pafllon.    They 

*  like  to  have  every  favour  raviftied  from 

*  them;  and  to  be  eaten  and  drunk  quite 
«  up  by  a  voracious  lover.  Don't  I  know 

<  the  lex  I— Not  fo,  indeed,  as  yet,  my 
«  Churifla:  but,  however,  wilh  ber  my 

*  frequent  egreiTes  will  make  me  look 

*  new  to  her,  and  create  little  bufy  fcenes 

*  between  us.  At  theleaft,  I  may  furely, 
«  without  exception,  falute  her  at  part- 

*  ing,  and  at  return;  and  will  not  thofe 

<  occa(i*nal  freedoms,    (which  civility 

<  will  warrant)  by  degrees^  familiarize 

*  my  charmer  to  them  ? 

*  But  here,  Jack,  what  ihall  I  ^o  with 

*  my  uncle  and  aunts,  and  all  my  iSving 

<  coufins?  For  I  underftand,  that  they  are 

*  more  in  hafte  to  have  me  married  than 

<  I  am  royfelf.' 


LETTER    LXII. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

FRIDAY,  Avait  a8. 

MF .  Lovelace  is  returned  already. 
My  brotheii's  projects  were  his 
pretence.  I  could  not  but  look  upon 
this  (bort  abfence  as  an  evafion  of  his 
prcmife;  efpectally  as  he  had  taken 
fuch  precautions  with  the  people  be- 
low; and  as  h^  knew  that  I  propofed  to 
keep  clofe  within  doors.  I  cannot  bear 
to  be  dealt  meanly  with  j  and  angrily 


infifted,  that  he  (hould  diredly  fettmt 
for'Berkfiiire,  in  order  to  engage  his 
cou(in,  as  he  had  promiled. 

«  O  my  deareft  lifcf'  faid  he,  *  vhf 
'will  you  banifh  me  from  your  yrc- 

*  fence?  I  cannot  leave  youn)r  folong 

*  atime,a8youfeemtoexpe&IihoQld. 

*  I  have  been  hovering  about  town  tver 

*  fince  I  left  you.     Edgwarc  was  the 

*  fartheft  place  L  went  to;  and  there  I 

*  was  not  able  to  (lay  two  hours,  for 
<  fear,  at  this  crifis,  any-thing  (hould 

*  happen.     Who  can  account  for  the 

*  workings  of  an  apprehcnfivc  mind, 

*  when  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to 

*  it  is  at  ftakc?  You  may  fparc  your- 

*  fclf  the  trouble   of  writing  to  any 

*  of  your  friends,  till  the  folemnity  has 

*  paHtd  that  (hall  entitle  me  to  giTt 

*  weight  to  your  application.     When 

*  they  know  we  arc  married,  your  bro- 

*  ther's  plots  will  be  at  an  end  j  and 
'  your  father,  and  mother,  and  uncles, 

*  muft  be  reconciled  to  you.  V^Hiy  ihea 

*  fhould  VDU  helitate  a  moment  to  coa- 

*  firm  my  happinefs?  Why,  once  more, 

*  would  you  banifli  me  from  you?  Why 

*  will  you  not  g^vc  the  man,  who  has 

*  brought  you  into  difHculties,  and  who 

*  fo  honourably  wiflies  to  cxtricateyoa 

*  from  them,  the  happinefs  of  doing 
•for 

He  was  filent.  My  voice  failed  to 
fecond  the  inclination  l  had  to  fay  fomc- 
thing  not  wholly  difcouraging  toa  point 
fo  warmly  preflcd. 

*  I'll  tell  you ,  my  angel,"*  refumed  he, 

*  what  I  propofe  to  do,  if  you  approve 

*  of  it.     I  will  inflantly  go  out  to  view 

*  fome  of  the  handfome  new  fquares,  or 
^  fine  ftreets  round  them,  and  make  a 

*  report  to  you  of  any  fuitablc  houfc  I 

*  find  to  be  lett.    I  will  take  fuch  a  one 

*  as  you  fhall  chufe,  and  fet  up  an  equi-  . 

*  page  befitting  our  condition.    You 

*  fhall  dlreA  the  whole.     And  on  fome 

*  early  day,  either  before  or  after  we 

*  ^Xf  [It muft  beat jcurmvncboicil  be 

*  pleafed  to  make  me  the  happieft  of 

*  men.     And  then  will  every-thing  be 

<  in  a  defirable  train.  You  ftiall  receivt 

<  in  your  own  houfe  (if  it  can  befb 

*  foon  fumifhed  as  I  wifh)  the  com* 

*  pliments  of  all  my  relations.    Char- 

*  lotte  (hall  vi6t  you  in  the  iatennis 

<  siid  if  it  take  uptime,  ytou  fhall  chufc 

<  whom  you  will   honour  with  yoor 

<  company,  firft,  fecond,  or  third,  in 

*  the  fummer- months  J  and  on  your  re> 

*  turn  yoH  fhall  find  all  that  was  want- 
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*  mg  in  5^011  mew  habitation  fupplied; 
'  and  pieafures  in  a  conftant  round  (hall 
'  attend  us.     O  my  angel,  take  me  to 

•  you,  in  dead  of  bani(hiiie  me  fron> 
'  you,  and  make  m^  yours  for  ever!* 

You  fee,  my  dear,  that  here  was  no 
daj  preflfed  for;  I  \ifas  not  uneafy  about 
that}  and  the  fooner  recovered  myfelf, 
as  tbere  viras  not.  But,  however,  I  gave 
bttn  no  reafon  to  upbraid  me  for  re- 
fiifing  his  offer  of  going  in  fearch  of  a 
houfe. 

He  is  accordingly  gone  out  for  this 
purpofe.  But  I  find,  that  he  intends  to 
tike  up  his  lodging  here  to-night ;  and 
if  to-night,  no  doubt  on  other  nights^ 
while  be  is  in  town.  As  the  doors  and 
windows  of  my  apartment  have  good 
faftenihgs;  as  he  has  not,  in  all  this 
time,  given  me  caufc  for  appreheniionj 
as  he  has  the  pretence  of  my  brother's 
fchemes  to  plead  \  as  the  people  below 
are  very  courteous  and  obliging^  Mifs 
Horton  efpec tally,  who  feems  to  have 
taken  a  great  liking  to  me,  and  to  be  of 
a  gentler  temper  and  manners,  than 
Mifs  Martin;  and,  as  we  are  now  in  a 
tolerable  way— I  imagine,  it  would  look 
particular  to  them  all,  and  bring  me  into  • 
a  debate  with  a  man,  who  (let  him  be 
fet  upon  what  he  will)  has  always  a* 
great  deal  to  fay  for  himfelf^  if  I  were 
to  infift  upon  his  promife:  on  all  thefe 
accounts,  I  think,  I  will  take  no  notice 
of  his  lodging  here,  if  he  don't.— Let 
IDC  know,  my  dear,  your  thoughts  of 
every- thing. 

You  may  believe  I  gave  him  back  his 
Bank  note  the  moment  I  faw  him. 

raiDAY  ZVBVINC. 

Mr.  Love l  AC  £  has  feen  two  or 
three  houfes;  but  none  to  his  mind. 
But  he  has  heard  of  one  which  looks 
promiling,  he  fays,  and  which  he  is  to 
enquire  about  in  the  momicig. 

SATURDAY  MOKNINC. 

He  has  made  his  enquiries,  and  ac- 
tually feen  the  houfe  he  was  told  of  lalt 
ni^bt.  The  owner  of  it  is  a  young 
vridow  lady;  who  is  inconfolable  for 
the  death  of  her  hu/band ;  Fretch<ville 
her  nannc.  It  is  furniflied  quite  in  taile, 
evcxy-thingbeing  new  within  thefe  fix 
months.  He  believes,  if  I  like  not  the 
furniture,  the  ufe  of  it  may  be  agreed 
for,  with  the  houfe,  for  a  time  certain : 
bat  if  I  like  it,  he  will  endeavour  to  take. 
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the  one,  and  purchafe  the  other,  di« 

fcaiv. 

The  lady  feet  nobody;  nor  are  tbf 
beft  apartments  above-ftairs  to  be  view- 
ed till  ihe  is  either  abfent,  or  gone  into 
the  country;  which  ihe  talks  of  doing 
in  a  fortnight,  or  three  weeks,  atfartheftg 
and  to  live  there  retired. 

What  Mr.  Lovelace  faw  of  the  houfd 
(which  were  the  faloon  and  two  par- 
lours) was  pcrfcftly  elegant;  and  ho 
was  affured,  all  is  of  a  piec^.  The  of^ 
iices  are  alfb  very  convenient;  coach* 
houfe  and  flables  at  hand. 

He  fhall  be  very  impatient,  he  fays, 
till  I  fee  the  whole;  nor  will  he,  if  he 
finds  he  can  have  it,  look  farther  till  f 
have  feen  it,  except  any-thingelfe offer  . 
to  my  liking.  The  price  he  values 
not. 

He  now  does  nothing  but  talk  of  tbo 
cefemany^  but  not  indeed  of  the  </^.  I 
don't  want  him  to  urge  that—- But  \. 
wonder  be  does  not. 

He  has  juft  now  received  a  letter  from 
Lady  Betty  Lawrance,  by  a  particular 
hand ;  the  contents  principally  relating 
to  an  affair  fhc  has  in  Chancery.  But 
in  the  poi^fcript  fhe  is  pleafed  to  (ay  ver/ 
refpeftful  things  of  me. 

They  are  all  impatient,  fhe  fays,  for 
the  happy  day  being  over;  which  thef 
flatter  tnemfelvcs  will  enfure  bis  re/or- 
mation. 

He  hoped,  he  told  me,  that  I  would 
foon  enable  him  to  anfwer  ibeir  wifhet 
and  his  o-ut/n, 

Bu^  my  dear,  although  the  opportu- 
nity <^s  ih  inviting,  he  urged  not  for 
the  day.  Which  is  the  mor^  extraor<» 
d'tnarfy  as  he  was  fo  prefling  for  mar- 
riage before  we  cr.mc  to  town. 

He  was  very  earnefl  with  me  to  give 
him,  and  four  of  his  friends,  my  com- 
pany on  Monday  evening,  at  a  little 
collation.  Mifs  Martin  and  Mifs  Hor- 
ton cannot,  he  fays,  be  there,  being  en- 
gaged in  a  party  of  their  own  with  two 
daughters  of  Colonel  Solcombe,  and 
two  nieces  of  Sir  Antony  Holmes,  up- 
on an  annual  occafion.  But  Mrs.  Sin- 
clair will  be  prefent,.  and  fhe  gave  him* 
hope  of  the  company  of  a  young  lady 
of  very  great  fortune  and  merit,  (Mtfsr 
Partington)  an  hairefs,  to  whom  Co- 
lonel Sinclair,  it  feems,  in  his  It^-time,' 
was  guardian,  and  who  thei-efore  calls' 
Mrs.  Sinclair  'Mamma.* 

I  defired  to  be  excufed.    He  had  laid 

me,  I  iaid,  undci  a  moft  difagreeable 

neceiStjr 
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jieceifity  of  appearing  as  a  married  pf  r- 
ion;  and  I  would  fee  as  few  people  as 
poflible  who  were  to  think  roe  fo. 

He  would  not  urge  it,  he  faid,  if  I 
ifwcre  mucb  averft:  but  they  "were  his 
ftU&  friends ;  men  of  birth  and  for- 
tune; who  longed  to  fee  me.  It  was 
true,  he  added,  that  they^  as  well  as 
his  friend  Doleman,  believed  wc  were 
married :  but  they  thought  him  under 
the  re(lri6^ion8  that  he  had  mentioned 
to  the  people  below.  I  might  be  afTiired, 
lie  told  me,  that  his  politenefs  before 
them  (hould  be  carried  into  the  higheft 
degree  of  reverence. 

When  he  is  fetupon  any- thing,  there 
is  no  knowing,  as  I  have  faid  hereto- 
fore, wha  tone  f^i«  do*.  ButlwHlnot, 
if  I  can  help  it,  be  made  a  fhew  of; 
efpecially  to  men  of  whofe  charafters 
and  principles  I  have  no  good  opinion. 
I  am,  my  deareft  friend,  jowr  e*ver» 

Ct.HARLOWE. 

JIfr.  Lovelace  in  his  next  letter  gi*ues 
an  account  of  bis  quick  return:  of 
bis  reafons  to  the  lady  for  it:  of  ber 
dif plea  fare  upon  it :  and  of  ber  u  rg- 
ing  bis  abjence  from  tbefafetyflie 
*was  in  from  the  ftuation  of  tbe 
bdufe,  except  Jbe  nvere  to  be  tractd 
cut  by  his  i;ijits, 

•  I  was  confoundedly  puzzled, 'y^/ 
he,  *  on  this  occafion,  and  on  her  in- 

*  lifting  upon  the  execution  of  a  too- 

*  ready  oflfcr  which  I  made  her  to  go. 

*  down  to  Berks,  to  bring  up  my  cou- 

*  fin  Charlotte  to  vifit  and  attend  her. 

*  I  mademiferable  excufes;  and»  fear- 

*  ing  that  they  would  be  mortally  re- 

*  fented,  as  her  paflSon  began  to.  rife 

<  upon  my  faying  Charlotte  was  deli- 

*  cate,  which  (he  took  ftrangel v  wrong,- 
«  I  was  obliged  to  fcrcen  myfelf  behimi 

*  tbe  mod  folemn  and  explicit  decUra. 

*  tions.* 

*  He  then  repeats  tbofe  declarations,  to 
'    thefatjie  effeSl  <with  tbe  account  Jbe 

gi^es  of  them,    • 

*  I  began,'  fays  be,  *  with  an  inten- 
'  tion  to  keep  my  life  of  honour  in 
*■  view,  in  the  declai-ations  I  made  her; 

*  but,  as  it  has  been  faid  of  a  certain 

*  oratorintheHoufeof  Commonsjwho 

<  more  than  once,  in  a  long  fpeech,  con- 

*  vinced  himfelf  as  he  went  alone«  and 

*  concluded  againft  the  fide  he  let  out 


CLARISSA    HARLOWE. 


*  intending  to  favour,  (b  I  in  eamelE 

*  prefied  without  referve  for  matrimoDv 

*  in  the  proerefs  of  my  harangue, whkk 
<  ftate  I  little  thought  of  uipng  opoa 

*  her  with  (6  much  IVreng^  and  ex- 

*  plicitnefs.' 

He  then  'values  bin felf  upborn  the  dehtf 
that  bis  propofal  of  tcUcinF  svedfwr* 
nijhittg  a  boufe  mufi  occqfom, 
•  He  ^wavers  in  bis  refolsitiens  nsshether 
to  aSl  bouourabUor  swlbya  mcnt 
fo  exalted. 

He  values  bimfelfupon  bis  rum  deh- 
cacy,  in  expreffing  bis  indignation 
againft  b^r  friends,  for  fuppof^g 
nvhat  he  pretends  bis  heart  rifis 
againft  them  for  fref tuning  tofip* 
pofe. 

*  But  have  I  not  rcafon,'  fays  he, '  to 
be  angry  .with  her,  for  not  praifing 
me  for  this  my  delicacy,  when  flit  is 
fo  ready  to  call  me  to  account  for  the 
leaft  failure  in  punftilio  ? — However, 
I  believe  I  can  excufe  her  too,  upon 
this  generous  confideration,  [For^^- 
nerout  I  ani  fure  it  is,  becaofe  it  is 
againft  myfelf ;]  that  her  mind  being 
the  eflenceof  delicacy,  the  leaft  want 
of  it  ftiocks  her;  while  the  meeting 
with  what  is  fo  very  extraordinary  to 
n^e,  is  too  familiar'  to  ber  to  obtain 
her  notice,  as  an  extraordinary.' 
He  glories  in  theftory  of  tbe  boufe,  ad 

rf  tbe  young  vjidovj-poffeffor  of  it, 
Mrs.  Fretrbville  he  calls  ber\  and 
haves  it  doubtful  to  Mr,  Belferd, 
vjbeiber  it  be  a  real  or  ajiilitious 
ftory. 
He  mentions  his  different  propofab  in 
relation  to  the  ceremony,  ivbich  be 
fo  eameftly  prejfid  for\  and  tnvns 
bis  artful  intention  in  avoiding  to 
name  the  day,   . 

*  And  now,*  fe^s  be,  •  I  hope  foon 
to  have  an  cj>portonity  to  b^n  my 
operations;  mice  all  is  Halcyon md 
fecurity. 

*  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  dear - 
creature^s  fwect  and  filent  confufic^y 
when  I  touched  upon  tbe  matrimooial 
topicks. 

*  She  may  doubt.  She  may  fear.  The 
wife  in  all  important  cafes  will  do«bt» 
and  will  fear,  till  they  are  fure.  But 
her  apparent  willingnefs  to  think  well 
of  a  fpirit'fo  inventive,  and  fo  ma- 
chinating, IS  a  happy  prosnoftick  for 
me«  O  thefe  realbning  ladies!— How 


•  See  Page  ^a;.    See  alfo  Vol.  11.  Pa^c  ^oi. 
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I  lof€  rtiefc  rcafoning  laaici!— Til 
all  over  with  them,  when  once  iove 
ha«  crept  into  their  hearts:  for  then 
will  ihcy  employ  all  their  reafoning 
powers  to  excofe  rather  than  to  yiame 
the  condu&  of  the  doubted  lover,  let 
a|»{>carances  againft  him  be  ever  fo 
'  ftxcng. 

'  Mowbray,  Belton,  andTourvple, 

^  long  to  fee  my  angel^and  will  be 

there.     She  has  refufedv(it\  but  mt^ 

^^  ^r^/ notwithftanding.  So  gene- 

rous  a  fpirit  as  mine  is,  cannot  enjoy 

it's  ha|4>tners  without  communica- 

« tion.     if  I  raifc  not  your  envv  and 

>  admiration  both  at  once,  buthaif.)oy 

'  will  l>e  the  joy  of  having  fuch  a  charm  - 

'  ing  fly  entangled  in  my  web.     She 

therefore  mul  comply.    And  thou 

'  muft  Gome«  And  then  I  will  (hew  thee 

'  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  Harlowe- 

'  family,  my  implacable  enemies;  and 

'  ihou  Oialt  ioin  with  me  in  my  triumph 

'  over  them  all. 

*  I  know  not  what  may  ftill  be  the 
'  pervei-fe  beauty's  fate:  I  want  thee, 
'  therefoie,  to  fee  and  admire  h<r,while 
'  Aie  is  fcRsne  and  full  of  hope:  before 
'  ber  apprehenfions  are  realized,  if 
'  realized  they  arc  to  be;  and  if  evil  ap- 
'  prehenfionsof  me  (he  really  has:  be- 

'  fore  her  beamy  eyes  have  loft  their 
^  luftre:  while  yet  her  charming  faoe 
'  is  furrounded  with  all  it's  virgin  glo- 
'  ties;  and  before  tile  plough  or  diTap- 
'  potntme nt  has  thrown  up  furrows  of 
^  diftrefs  upon  every  lovely  feature, 

'  If  I  can  procure  you  this  honour, 
'  you  will  be  ready  to  laugh  out,  as  I 
'  have  often  much  ado  to  forbear,  at 
'  the  puritanical  behaviour  of  the  mo- 
^  ther  before  this  lady.     Nut  an  oath, 
'  not  a  €ur(«,  nor  the  lead  free  word, 
'  efcapes  her  Tips.     She  minees  in  her 
gaic£.  5Utprimsupherhorfe*mouth. 
Her  voice,  which,  when  (be  pUafes, 
'  is  the  voice  of  thunder,  is  funk  into 
'  an  bumble  whine.     Her  ftiiF  hams, 
'  that  have  not  been  bent  to  a  civility 
'  for  ten  years  pad,  are  now  limbered 
'  into  cure  fcys  three  deepat  evei7  word. 
'  Her  fat  arms  arc  croffed  before  her ; 
and  (he  can  hardly  be  prevailed  up- 
on to  iit  in  the  prefence  of  my  god- 
defs. 

*  I  am  drawing  up  inftrudlions  for  ye 
all  t*  obferve  oa  Monday  night. 
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'  Most  confoundedly  alarmed  l-« 

'  Lord  Sir,  what  do  you  think?'*  cried 

Dorcas — "  My  lacfy  is  refolved  to  go 

•  to  church  to-morrow!"  I  was  at 
quadrille  with  the  women  below.—* 

<  To  church r*  faid  I;  and  down  I 
laid  my  cards.  *'  T*  church  r*  re- 
peated they,  each  lopkin^  upon  the 
other.  We  had  done  playing  for  that 
night. 

*  Who  could  have  dreamt  of  fnch  m 
whim  as  this?— Without  notice, with- 
out quedions  1  Her  cloaths  not  comet 
Noleaveaiked! — Impoilibleflielhould 
think  of  being  my  <ui{/>.'— Be(idcs» 
flie  don't  confider,  if  the  go  to  church* 
I  muft  go  too !— Yet  not  to  a/k  for 
my  company!  Her  brother  and  Single- 
ton ready  to  fnapher  up,  as  far  as  Am 
knows!— Known  by  her  cloaths«— 
Her  perfon,  her  features,  fo  diftin- 
^uiOied  !-*Not  fuch  another  woman 
m  England!—"  To  church,  of  all 

'  places !  is  the  devil  in  the  girl  ?"  iaid 
I,  as  foon  as  I  could  ipeak. 
<  Well,  but  to  leave  this  fubjeft  till 
to -morrow  morning,  I  will  now  give 
you  the  in(lru6lions  I  have  drawn  up 
for  yours  and  your  companions  be- 
haviour on  Monday  night. 

« Inftru^ions  t§  he  ohfgrved  by  John^ 

*  Bilford^  RichardTMowhrayt  Tho- 

*  mat  BcltoHf  and  James  Touruille^ 

*  Efquires  of  the  Body  to  General  Ro-' 

*  beri  Lovelace,  on  their  admiffioHtw 

*  the  prefence  rf  his  goddefs. 

*  Y  E  rauft  be  fure  to  let  it  fink  deep 

-*"    *  Into  your  heavy  beads,  that 
there  it  no  fuch  lady  in  the  world  a« 
Mifs  Ctarifla  Harlowe;  and  that  (he 
is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  Mrs. 
Lovelace,  though  at  prefenr,  to  my ' 
fliame  be  it  fpoken,  a  virgin. 
'  Be  mindful  alfo,  that  your  old' 
mother's  name,  after  that  ot  her  mo- ' 
ther  when  a  maid,  is  Sinclair:  that 
her  hu(band  was  alieutenant-colonel, ' 
and  all  that  you,  Belford,  know  from 
honeft  Doleman's  letter  of  her*,  that ' 
let  your  brethren  know. 

*  Mowbray  and  Tourville,  the  two 
greatell  blundersrs  of  the  four,  I  al- 
low to  be  acquainted  with  the  wi- 
dow and  nieces,  from  the  knowledge' 


•  See  Page  376,  ct.  feq. 
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^ey  hat!  of  tb«  eolonel.  They  will 
not  forbear  famiitarities  cff  fpetch  to 
the  mother,  as  of  longer  acquaintance 
than  a  day.  So  I  hate  fuited  their 
parts  to  their  capacities. 

*  They  may  praife  the  widow  and 
tKe  colonel  for  people  of  great  honour 
—But  not  too  gi-ofslvj  nor  to  labour 
the  point  To  as  to  render  themfelves 
fufpefted. 

«  The  mother  viil  lead  ye  into  her 
own  and  the  colooers  praifesi  and 
Tcnirville  and  Mowbray  may  be  both 
faer  vouchers^-I,  and  you,  and  Bel- 
ton,  mud  be  only  hearfayconfirm^rs. 

*  As  poverty  is  generally  fufpe^Vible, 
the  widow  muft  be  got  bandfotnely 
afoivhand  {  and  no  doubt  but  ihe  is. 
The  elegance  of  her  houfe  and  fur- 
niture, and  her  readinefs  to  difcharge 
all  demands  upon  her,  which  fliedoes 
with  oAentation  enough,  and  which 
makes  her  neighbours,  I  foppofe,  like 
her  the  belter,  demowftrate  this.  She 
will  propQ(e,todo  handforae  things  by 
her  two  nieces.  Sally  is  near  mar- 
riage—with an  eminent  woollen -dra- 
per in  the  Strand,  if  ye  have  a  mind 
to  k  {  for  there  are  five  or  fix  of  them 
tbci«. 

«  The  nieces  may  be  enquired  after, 
£ncc  they  will  be  abfent,  as  perfons 
fiefpefled  by  Mowbray  and  Tourville, 
for  their  late  worthy  uncle's  fake. 

*  Watch  ye  diligently  every  turn  of 
my  countenance — evei-y  motion  of  my 
.eye;  for  in  my  eye,  and  in  my  coun- 
tenance, will  ye  iind  a  fovercign  re- 
gulator. I  need  not  bid  you  refpe6l 
me  mightily:  your  allegiance  obliges 
you  to  that :  and  who  that  fees  me, 
refpe6ls  me  not  ? 

*  Frifcilla  Partington  (for  her  looks 
ib  innocent,  and  difcretion  fo  deep, 
yet  feeming  (6  foftly)  may  be  greatly 
relied  upon.  She  will  accompany  the 
tnother,  gorgcouily  drcfied,  with  all 
.her  Jew's  extravagance  flaming  out 
upon  her;  and  firlt  induce ,  then  citun- 
Unancey  the  lady.  She  has  her  cue, 
and  I  hope  will  make  her  acquaintance 
coveted  by  my  charmer. 

*  Mifs  Partington's  hiftory  is  this: 
The  daughter  of  Colonel  Sinclair's 
i}rother-in-law:  that  brother-in-law 
may  have  been  a  Turky  merchant, 
or  any  merchant,  who  died  confound- 
edly rich:  the  colonel  one  of  her  guar- 
dians, [Collateral  credit  in  thai  to  the 
old  one  \1   whence  ihe  always  callt 
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Mrs.  Sinclair  MMftma^  tlioagit  n^ 
fucceeding  to  thetruft; 

*  She  is  juftcome  to  pafs  a  day  ortwo, 
and  then  to  return  to  h '»  forviv  ing  guar- 
dian's at  Bamet. 

'  •  Mifs  Partington  has  fuitors  a  little 
h  n  nd  red ;  (  her  grand  mother,  an  aldtt . 
man's  dowager,  having  left  her  a  great 
additional  fortune)  and  Is  not  trutted 
out  of  her  guardian*s  houfe,  without 
an  old  governance  noted  for  difcretion* 
except  to  her  mamma  Sinclair;  with 
whom  now-and-thtn  ihe  is  penmtted 
to  be  for  a  week  together. 

*  Prif.  will  mamma«up  Mrs.  Sinclair, 
and  will  undertake  to  court  her  guar- 
dian to  let  her  pafs  a  delightful  week 
with  her — Sir  Edward'Holdcn,  be  may 
as  well  be,  if  your  /hallow  pates  will 
not  be  clogged  with  too  many  cirtnm- 
ftantials.  Lady  Holden  perhaps  will 
come  with  her;  for  (he  a]ways*deltghted 
in  her  mamma  Sinclair* s-company:  and 
talks  of  her,  and  her  good  minagt- 
riient,  twenty  times  a  day. 

*  Be  it  principally  thy  part,  Jack,^ho 
art  a  parading  fellow,  and  aimeft  at 
wifdom,  to  keep  thy  brother -varlets 
from  bUmdering;  for,,  as  thou  muft 
have  observed  from  what  I  have  writ- 
ten, we  have  the  raoft  watchful  and 
moft  penetrating  kdy  in  the  world  tb 
deal  with ;  a  lady  worth  deceiving!  Bat 
whofe  eyes  will  pierce  to  the  bottom  of 
your  (hallow  fooUthe  moment  (be  bea/s 
you  open.  Do  thuu  thereforeplace 
thy  fell  between  Mowbray  and  Toor- 
viile:  their  toes  to  be  played  upon  ind 
commanded  by  thine,  if  they  ^  wrong ^ 
thy  elbows  ta  be  the  miniftws  of  ap- 
probatioti. 

*  As  to  your  general  behaviour}  no 
hypocrifyjr— I  hate  it:  fo  does  my 
charmer.  If  I  had  ftudied  for  it,  I  be- 
lieve  I  could  have  been  an  hyuocnte; 
but  my  general  charafter  is  lo  well 
known,  that  I  fliould  have  been  fa- 
.fpe£ied  at  once,  had  I  aimed  at  making 
myfelf  too  white.  But  what  ncceffity 
can  there  be  for  hypocrify,  uniefs  the 
generality  of  the  fex  were  to  refufit  us 
for  our  immoralities  ?  The  beft  of  them 
love  to  have  the  credit  of  relbnniDg  us. 
Let  the  fwtet  fouls  try  for  it :  if  they 
fail,  their  intent  v^s  good .  That  will 
be  a  confolation  to  them.  And  as  to 
us,  our  work  will  be  the  eafierj  •uriint 
the  fewer:  fmce  they  will  draw  them- 
felres  in  with  a  very  little  of  oorbelp^ 
and  we  fliall  fave  a  parcel  of  curled 
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"flie  did  not  believe,  whatever  Ihe  had 
<tea(d»  that  there  were  Atch  fellowi  in 
<  the  world,  at  ihe  will  lee  in  you  Ibor* 

*  I  Aiall  have  much  pleafiire  in  cbfervin^ 
'  how  Ihe'll  ftare  at  her  company^  whea 

*  ihe  finds  mc^the  polrteft  man  tff  the  five. 
.^  ^       , ,                                    .^        •  And  4b  much  for  inftm^ioiie  gene* 

rberttore  for  men<of  our  chanifter  to  be   *^  and  partfcular  for  your  behaviour 
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fildioode,  and  appear  to  be  What  we 

•  £UT  »fooch  to  angels  and  men. —Mean 
*timc  their  very  grandmothers  will  ac- 
« Quit  Dtp  and  reproach  them  with  their 
^fiif'do^  Mf-han)e\  and  as  having  errtd 

*  ggamf^kmnisUdgt^  andTentored  againft 
«{^    afpiaramas.     What   folly 


'hypocritet! 
*  Be  Aire  to  inftruQ  the  reft,  and  do 

*  thou  thyietf*  rtmember,  not  to  talk 
''obfcen^^    You  know  I  never  per- 

*  mitted  any  xffyaa  to  talk  obfcenely. 

*  Time  enough  for  that,  when  ire  grow 
'  old.  and  can  onxy  ts^.  Befides,  ye 
'muft  confider  Prifc/s  4i^t8id  charac* 
'  ter,  mj  goddcfs^s  nal  ont.    Far  from 

*  obfcenity  tbcreforey  do  not  fo  much  at 
'touch  upon  the  double  entendre.  What! 
'  at  I  have  often  faid,  cannot  you  touch 


*  on  Monday  oigiht, 

'  And  let  me  uA6,  that  yon  moft  at* 
'•tend   to  every  .minute  -circuniftance, 

*  whether  you  think  there  be  rea(bn  in 

*  it,  or  not.    Deep,  like  golden  ore, 
<  frequently  lies  my  meaning,  and  richly 

*  worth  digging  for.    The  hint  of  liaJi 

*  moment,  at  jou  may  imagine  it,  la 
^  often  pre j;nant  with  events  nxhe great* . 

*  fj.    Be  iifipKcit.    Am  «ot  I  your  ge- 
-*  neral  f  Did  I  aver  lead  you  on  that  I 

*  brought  vou  not  off  with  fafety  and 


'  a  lady's  heart,  without  wounding  4ier  'fuccefs,  iometimet  to  yoor  own  ftvpid 

*  ear  >  -*  aftoniOimeiH  ? 

*lt9%neciffaiy^  that  ye^ihould  appear  '  And  now,  methifike,  thou  art  ctr* 

*  worfe  men  than  myfeH*.  You  cannot  •'•nous  to  know,  what  can  be  my  view 
'help  appearme  fo,  you*H  fay.  Well  ^  in  rifqoing  the  dilplcafore  of  my  fair- 
'  th«t,  there  will  be  the  left  reAraint  tip-  *  one,  and  alarmine  her  fears,  after  four 
'on  you— Theleft  reftraint,thelefsaf-  'oriive  halcyon  aayt  have  gone  over 


*  fedalion.— And  if  Belton  beeint  hit 

*  favourite  fubjcA  in  behalf  of  ketpiwg^ 
^  it  may  make  me  take  upon  myfelf  to 

<  oppoK  him:  but  fear  not;  I  ihall  not 
^  give  the  argument  all  my  force. 

*  Shemuft  have  fome  curioiity,  I  think, 
'  to  fee  what  fort  of  men  ray  companions 
'  are:  tiewiH  notexpe6^  any  ot  you  to 
«be  faints.    Are  ye  not  men  bom  to 

<  eonfiderable  fortnnes,  althougfh  ye  are 

*  not  all  of  ye  men  of  parts?  Who  isit 

*  in  this  morul  life,  that  'weahb  does  not 

*  mifiodf  And  as  it  eives  peonle  the 
^f^vftr  rf  biing  mifcbfrvuti,  does  it 

*  «M>t  require  great  virtue  to  forbear  ihe 
'tife  0f  that  power?  Is  not  the  devil  iaid 
« to  be  the^  ef  this  world >  Are  we 
^  not  children  of  this  world?  Well  then! 
'  Let  me  tell  thee  mv  optnion-p-It  is  this, 
<  that  were  it  not  tor  the  f^r  and  the 

*  mUUHng^  the  world  would  probably, 
^  Jong  ago,  have  been  deftroved  by  iire 
''from  Heaven,  Ingrateftd  wretches 
'  the  reft,  thou  wilt  be  apt  fo  fay,  to 
^  make  fuch  forry  returns,  as  they  gene- 
«  rally  do  m4^e,  to  ahe  poor  and  the 
^middtimg! 

'  This  dearlady  is  prodigiously  iearn- 
^  ed  in  theories.  But  as  to  pra^ui,  «s 
'  to  experimentalSf  muft  be,  as  you 
^  know  from  her  tender  years,  a  mere 
f  jfipsik^*    T>V  i|<^  IfMtw  4ne,  I  dare  fay, 


*  our  heads  ?  Til  f»tisfy  thee. 

*  The  vifitora  of  the  two  nieces  wiH 
'  croud  the  hoofe.    Beds  will  be  fcarce. 

<  Mifs  Partin|rton,  a  fweet  modeft  gen- 
'  teel  girl,  will  be  prodigioufly  taken 
'  with  my  charmer}  will  want  ao  begin 
'  a  friendfhip  with  her.  A  Aare  in  her 
«  bed,  ior  one  Jiight  only,  wiU  be  re- 
^quefted.  Who  icnows,  but  on  that 
-*  very  Monday  night  I  may  be  fo  unhap- 
«  py  as  to^g*ve  mortal  i^euu  to  asy  be« 

<  loved  ?  He  Jbyefi  birds  snay  he  coMght 

*  napping.    Should  (he  eutempt  tojly  me 

*  upon  it,  HiXMiot  I  detain  her?  Should, 

*  (he  actually  fiy^  cannot  I  hr%M  her 
*hack  by  authority  civH  or  ancivil,  if  I 

*  have  evidence  «pon  evidence  that  die 

*  acknowledged,  though  but  tacitly,  her 
'  marriage  ?— And  Ibonld  /,  or  fltonU  I 

<  not  fucceed,  and  ue  forgive  me^  or  if 
« (be  but  defcend  to  expoJhUate^  or  if  (he 

<  hear  me  in  her  Jight\  then  will  (he  be 

<  all  my  own.     All    delicacy  is   my 

*  charmer.     I  long  to  fee  how  fuch  a  de* 

*  licacy,  ont  aitjf  of  theie  occa(ions,  wrli 

*  behave,  and  in  my  fituation  it  behovea 

*  me  to  provide  againft  ever^  accident. 

'  I  muft  take  care,  knowing  what  an 
'  eel  I  have  to  do  with,  that  the  little 
'  ngg^ing  rogue  does  not  ^ip  through 

*  my  (ingers.  How  filly  (houJd  I  look 
'ftarinf  after  h^r,  when  ftie  had  (hot 

3  K  '  from 
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*  from  me  iitto'tbe  muddy  river,  her  fa* 
*rnlly,  from  which  with  fo  much  diffi- 
<  cuUy  I  have  taken  her ! 

«  Well  then 5  here  are— Let  me  fee— 
'  How  many  peribns  are  there  who,  after 

*  Monday  night,  will  be  able  to  iwear^ 

*  that  (he  has  gone  by  my  name,  anfwer- 

*  ed  to  my  name,  had  no  other  view  in 

*  leaving  her  fricnda,  but  to  go  by  my 
'name?  her  own  relations  neither  able 

*  nor  willing  to  deny  it. — Firft,  here  are 
«  «ry  fervants;  her  fervant  Dorcas;  Mrs. 

<  Sinclair;  Mrs.  Sinclair's  two  nieces; 

*  and  Mifft  Partington. 

*  But  for  fear  thefe  evidences  (bould 
'  be  fufpefted,  here  comes  the  jet  of  the 
^  bu(inefs-^No  lefs  than  four  wprthy 

*  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  family,  who 

*  were  all  in  company  fuch  a  ni^ht  par* 

*  ticolarly,  at  a  collation  to  which  they 

*  were  invited  by  Robert  Lovelace,  of 
«  Sandoun  Hall  in  the  county  of  Lancaf. 

*  ter,  Efquire,  in  company  with  Magda- 
'  len  Sinclair  widow,  and  Prifcilla  Par- 
'tington  fpinfter,  and  the  lady  com- 

*  plainant;  when  the  faid  Robert  Love- 
'  lace  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  faid  lady, 

*  on  a  multitude  of  occafions,   as  iis 

*  wife;  as  they  and  others  did,  as  Mrs. 
< Lovelace;    every-one  complimenting 

*  and  congratulating  her  upon  her  ntip- 
'tials;  and  that  ttie  received  fuch  their 
'compliments  and  congratulations  with 
'  no  other  vtfible  difpleafure  or  repug- 
f  nance,  than  fuch  as  a  young  bride,  full 
'  of  blulhes  and  pretty  confuiion,  might 
'  be  fuppofed  to  exprefs  upon  fuch  con- 
'  templative  revolvings  as  thofe  compli- 

<  ments  would  naturally  infpire.  Nor  do 
f  thou  rave  at  me,  Jack,  norr^^^/— Doft 

*  think  I  brought  the  dear  creature  hi- 
'ther  for  nothing? 

'  And  here's  a  faint  (ketch  of  my  plot. 

*  —Stand  by,  varlets— Tanta-ra-ra-ra! 
«..»Veil  your  bonnets,  andconfefs  your 
'  mafterP 


LETTER    LXIIL 

MR.   LaVZLACE,    TO  JOHN   BEt< 
FOIlOy  fisqj 

SUNDAY. 

HAVE  beert  at  church,  Jack— 
Behaved  admirably  well  too!  My 
cham  er  is  pleafed  with  me  now :  for  I 
was  ixcecdingly  attentive  to  the  dif- 
couiit,'  iaud'vciy  ready  intlie  auditor'f 


part  of  the  fervice.^-Eyea  did  net 
much  wander.  How  could  thev,  when 
the  lovelieil  objed,  infinitely  tne  lovtr 
lieft  in  the  whole  church,  was  in  my 
view! 

Dear  creature! .  how  fervent,  host 
amiable,  in  her  devotional  I  have  got 
her  to  own  tbatjbi  traj^  f9r  me.  I 
hope  a  prayer  from  to  excellent  a  njn4 
will  not  be  made  in  vain. 

There  is,  after  aiU  fomediine  beast 
ti f u  1  ly  folemn  in  devotion .  Tne  Sab* 
bath  is  a  charming  inftitution  to  kftf 
the  heart  right,  when  it  is  right.  One 
day  in  feven,  how  reafonable !  —I  think 
1*11  go  to  church  once  a  day  often.  I 
fancy  it  will  go  a  great  way  towards 
making  me  a  reformed  man.  To  fee 
multitudes  of  well^  appearing  people  all 
Joining  in  one  reverend  ad:  an  exer- 
ci(e  how  worthy  of  a  rational  being  1 
Yet  it  adds  a  ftine  or  two  to  my  for* 
»er  ftinn,  when  I  think  of  my  pro* 
jcds  with  regard  to  this  charming  crea- 
ture. In  my  confcience,  I  believe  if  I 
were  to  go  conftantly  to  church,  I  coald 
not  purine  them. 

I  had  a  fcbeme  come  into  my  head 
while  there:  but  I  will  renounce  it,  be- 
caufe  it  obtruded  itfelf  upon  me  in  fo 
flood  a  place.  Excellent  creature  ( 
How  many  ry«i  has  ihe  prevented  by 
attaching  me  to  herfelf;  by  engrofling 
my  whole  attention ! 

But  let  me  tell  thee  what  paHed  be- 
tween us  in  my  firft  vifit  of  this  morn* 
ing;  and  then  I  will  acauaint  tiiee 
more  largely  with  my  good  behaviour 
at  church. 

I  could  not  be  admitted  till  after 
eight.  I  found  her  ready  prepared  to 
ffo  out.  I  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of 
hei'  intention,  having  charged  Dorcss 
not  to  own  that  (he  had  told  me  of  it. 

'  Goin^  abroad,  Madam?*— •  with 
an  air  of  indifference. 

*  Yes,  Sir;  I  intend  to  go  to  church.' 

'  I  hope,  Madam,  I  fliail  faavetbt 
'  honour  to  attend  you.* 

No :  (he  defigned  to  take  a  chair,  aod 
go  to  the  next  church. 

This  fiaitled  met  a  chair  to  carry 
her  to  the  next  church  from  Mrs.  Sin- 
clair's, her  right  name  not  Sinclaift 
and  to  bring  l^rback  hither  in  the  face 
of  people  who  might  not  think  well  of 
the  houfe  t— There  was  no  permitting 
that.  Yet  I  was  to  appnr  indiScrcot. 
Bat  faidj  I  ibould  takeitfor  afarciir, 

if 
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If  (he  would  permit  im  to  attend  her  in 
bcr  coach,  a»  there  was  time  for  ity  to 
9t.  Paul't. 

She  mkde  objeftiont  to  the  gaiety  of 
tny  drefyii  and  told  me,  that  if  flie  went 
ip  St.  Paursy  flie  could  go  in  a  coach 
without  m^, 

I  obiefted  Singleton  and  her  brother, 
and  offered  to  drefs  in  the  plaineft  fuit 
t  had. 

*  I  bc^  the  favour  of  attending  you, 

*  dear  Madamt*  faid  I.  *  I  have  not 
'  been  at  church  a  great  while.    We 

*  flull  fit  in  different  ftalU.  And  the 
^  next  time  I  go,  I  hope  it  will  be  to 

*  pve  myfelf  a  title  to  the  greateft 
«  bleffing  I  can  receive.* 

She  made  fome  further  objeftiont : 
but  at  laft  permitted  me  the  honour  of 
attending  her. 

'  I  ^ot  myfelf  placed  in  her  eye,  that 
the  time  might  not  feem  tedious  to  mej 
for  we  were  there  early.  And  I  nin- 
ed  her  good  opinion,  as  I  mentioned 
above,  by  my  behaviour. 

The  fubjeel  of  the  difcourfe  was 
particular  enough t  it  was  about  a  pro- 
phet's  ftory  or  parable  of  an  ewe-lamb 
taken  by  a  rich  man  from  a  poor  one, 
who  dearly  loved  it,  and  whofeonly 
comfort  it  was.  Defigncd  to  ftrike 
remorfe  into  David,  on  his  adultery 
with  Uriah*s  wife  Bathiheba,  and  bis 
murder  of  the  huiband.  Thcfe  wo- 
men.  Jack,  have  been  the  occafion  of 
all  manner  of  mifchief  from  the  be* 
ginning!  Now,  when  David,  full  of 
indignation,  fwore  [King  David  would 
Awear,  Jack:  but  how  (houldft  thou 
know  who  Kins  David  was  ?  The 
ftory  is  in  the  Bible]  that  the  rich  man 
ihould  furely  die;  Nathan,  which  was 
the  prophet's  name,  and  a  good  inge- 
nious tellow,  cried  out,  (which  wer» 
the  words  of  the  text)  •  Thou  art  the 
*  manr^^By  my  foul  I  t|)ought  the 
par(bn  looked  direflly  at  me :  and  at 
that  moment  I  caft  my  eye  full  on  my 
ewe-lamb.  But  I  muft  tell  thee  too, 
that  I  thought  a  good  deal  of  my  rofe- 
bud.—*  A  better  man  than  King  Da- 
'  vid,  in  /Atf/potnt,however!'  thought  I. 

When  we  came  home,  we  talked  up- 
on the  fubjeft;  and  I  (hewed  my  charm- 
er my  attention  to  the  difcourfe,  by 
letting  her  know  where  the  doAor  made 
the  moft  of  his  fubjeS,  and  where  it 
might  fiave  been  touched  to  greater  ad« 
outages  for  it  is  really  a  very  affefk- 
iog  ftory,  -and  bat  as  pretty  a  contriy* 


anee  in  it  as  ever  I  read.  And  this  I 
did  in  Aich  a  grave  way,  thatihe  feem* 
ed  more  and  more  pleafed  with  me| 
aAd  I  have  no  doubt,  that  Iifliall  get 
her  to  favour  me  to-morrow  night  with 
her  company  at  my  collation. 

SVIfDAT  cvtmiio. 
We  all  dined  together  in  Mrs.  Sin* 
clair's  pai  louh  AH  fxcejhfgfy  right  I 
The  two  nieces  have  topped  their  parts  | 
Mrs.  Sinclair  hers.  Never  fb  eafy  aa 
now!— She  really  thought  a  little  oddly 
of  thefe  people  at  firft,  die  faidi  Mrs. 
Sinclair  teemed  very  forbidding!  Her 
nieces  were  nerfons  with  whom  ih« 
could  notwim  to  be  acquainted.  <  Bn| 

*  really  we  Ihould  not  be  too  hafty  in 
'  ourcenfures.    Some  oeople  improve 

*  upon  us.  The  widow  ieems  toUrahU.* 
She  went  no  farther  than  UlerabU, 
Mifs  Martin  and  Mifs  Horton  are 
young  people  of  good  fenfe,  and  have 
read  a  great  deal .  What  Mifs  Martin 
particularlv  faid  of  marriage,  and  of 
ner  hurobie  fervant,  was  very  folid. 
She  believes,  with  fuch  potions  Aie 
cannot  make  a  bad  wife.  I  have  faid, 
Sally*s  humble  fervant  is  a  woollen*  . 
draper  of  great  reputation  3  and  (be  ia 
(bon  to  he  married. 

I  have  been  letting  her  into  thy  cha- 
rafter,  and  into  the  charaftcrs  of  my 
other  three  efquires,  in  hopes  to  excite 
her  curiofity  to  fee  you  to»morrow 
night.  I  have  told  her  fome  of  the 
*tmrjl^  as  well  as  hefi  parts  of  your 
charafters,  in  order  to  exalt  my  (elf, 
and  to  obviate  any  fudden  furpriies,  as 
well  as  to  teach  her,  what  fort  of  men 
(he  may  expeft  to  fee,  if  (he  will  oblige 
me  with  her  company.  ' 

By  her  after -ohfervations  upon  each 
of  you,  I  (hall  judge  what  I  inay  or 
may  not  do  to  obtain  or  keep  her  good 
opinion  i  what  (he  will  like^  what  noti 
and  lb  purfue  the  one,  or  avoid  the 
other,  as  I  fee  proper.— So,  while  (he 
is  penetrating  into  your  (hallow  heads, 
I  dial]  en ter^rr  heart,  and  know  what 
to  bid  wry  (rwn  to  hope  for. 

The  houfe  is  to  be  taken  in  three 
weeks:  all  will  he  over  in  three  weeks, 
br  bad  will  be  my  luckl— Who  knowa 
but  in  three  days  ?— Have  I  not  carried 
tliat  great  point  of  making  her  pafi 
for  my  wife  to  the  people  below  ?  And 
that  other  great  one,  of  fixmg  myfetf 
here  night  and  day?— What  woman 
ever  efcaped  me,  who  lodged  undei  ; 
3  K  a  one    | 
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one  roof  with  me?— The  honk  too» 
THK  houfe;  the  people,  people  after 
my  own>beartt  her  iisrvaiitt,  will,  and 
DorcaH^th  w^  fervants— T/trr/  di^s 
did  I  £iy!  Pbo!  phol  ^{^Tbra 
hour J ! 

m     # 

.  I  HA'VE  carried  my  third  pointy  but 
fo  extremely  to  the  daflike  of  mv 
charmer,  that  I  have  beea  th««atenedy 
forfuflEering.Miis  PartingtoA>  to  be  in- 
Uaoducedt  to  her  without  her  leave* 
Whtclvlaid  her  u^der  a  neceflity  to 
deny  or  comply  with  the  wgent  reaueft 
ef  to  fine  a  young,  lady;  who  haa  en* 
gaged  to  hononrme  at  my  ooUation,  on 
condition-  thai  my  beloved  would  be 
pi-cfent  at  it^ 

To  be  obliged  to  Appear  beibre  .my 
friends  at  what  (he  waa  not !  She  waa 
for  infifting^  that  I  fliould  accytaint 
the  women  here  with  the  truth  of  the 
matter)  and  not  go  on  pvopagating  fto« 
riea  for  her  to  countenaace^  making 
her  a  iharer  in  my  guik. 

But  what  Boittta  will  not  ^erftver* 
ance  carvy?  e&ecially  when  it  m  cover- 
ed over  with  the  face  of  yielding  ttow, 
andy  Parthian-lihe>  returning  to  the 
chaige  OHM.  Do  not  the  fex  carry  all 
their  points  with  their  men  by  the  ume 
methods  ?  Have  I  converfed  with  them 
€o  freely  as  I  have  done,  and  learnt 
nofhinff  of  them?  Didft  thou  ever 
know  that  a  woman^s  denial  of  any  fa- 
vour,  whethea  the  leaft  oc  the  greateft, 
that  my  heart  was  fet  upon,  ftood  her 
in  any  ((ead  ?  The  more  pecverfe  (he, 
the  more  fteady  If  that  is  my  rule. 

But  the  point  thua  fo  much  arainft 
her  will  carried^  I  doubt  thou  wilt  fee 
in  her  more  of  a  fuUen  than  of  an 
obliging  charmer.  For  when  Mifs 
Partmgton  was  withdnwn*  What  waa 
Mifs  Partington  to  her  f  In  her  fitua- 
tion  ihe  wanted  no  new  acquaintance: 
And  what  were  my  four  friends  to  her 
^  herpcc&nt  circumftances?  $he  would 
aflure  me,  if  ever  asrain— And  there 
Ike  ftopt,.  with  a  twirl  of  her  hand. 

When  we  meet,  I  will,  in  her  pre- 
ienct,  tipping  thee  a  wink,  Aew  thee 
the  motion,  tor  it  was  a  veiv  pretty 
one.  Quite  new.  Yet  have  I  (sen  an 
hundred  yretty  paflionate  twirla  too,  in 
my  time,  from  other  fair-ones.  How 
univerfally  engaging  is  it  to  put  a  wo- 
man of  lenfe,  to  whom  a  man  is  not 
married,  an  a  paflion,  let  the  reception 
given  to  every  ranting  fcene  in  our 


plays  teftify.  Takecare,  mychame^ 
now  thou  art  come  to  delight  nw  withi 
thy  angry  twirls,  that  thou  tempCtft 
me  not  to  provoke  a  ^mriitj  of  gAem 
(torn  one,  whoie  evegr  motion,  whoft 
every  air,  caariea  io  U  fo  much  ienle 
and  (bul. 

But,  angry  or  pleafed,  this  charm- 
ing creatave  mull  be  all  lovelincfa.  Bee 
features  art  all  harmony,  and  made 
for  one  another.  No  other  feature 
could'  be  fiibftltuted  ra  the  place  of  anji 
one  of  hcES,  but  muft  abate  of  her  per- 
Cedion:  and  think  you  that  I  do  not 
long  to  have  your  opinion  of  my  fair 
prize  r 

If  you  love  to  ier  features  that  glow^ 
though  tlie  heart  ia  froaen,  and  never 
yet  was  thawed)  if  you  love  fine  fenfe* 
and  adages  flowing  through  teeth  oT 
ivory,  and  lips  of  coral;  an  eye  that 
penetrates  all  thingsf  a  voice  that  i* 
harroonr  itfelff  an  air  of  grandeur^ 
mmglea  with  a  fweetnefs  that  cannot 
be  defcribed).  a  politenefs  that,  if  ever 
eq/ualled,  was  never  excelled— You *ir 
fee  all  thefe  excellences,  and  ten  times 
more,  in  this  myGLORiAHA. 

^Mark  ber  majeftick  rabiick!-»She*t  a  htmb^ 

pie 
Sacred  by  birth,,  and  buSIt  by  hands  dWiat-^ 
Her  foul  the  dtity  that  lod|et  theiei 
Nor  it  tiiepilr  unworthy  of  the  gad* 

Or,  to*  deftribe  her  in  a  foftcr  ijrle 
withRowe-— 

^  The  bloom,  •f  op*nin|  flow^r^  ttafylly'd 

*  beauty, 
^  Softnels,  and  iiweeteft  tnoocence  flie  weang^ 
*  And  looks  like  nature  ia  die  wofid*s  firft 
V  •  fpring.' 

Adieu,  yartets  four  F— At  Gx  oiv 
Monday  evening,  I  expeft  ye  all. 


LETTER    LXIV. 

MItSCLAItltSAMiWaLOWI.  TOMISS^ 
tVNDAT,   AVBIL  ^0» 

ff#R.  Unnlan  im  bis  laf  Uutrs  ii«v* 

^K£  tng  taken  notice  rf  the  asftf  nune^ 

fieU^afagej  contained  in  this  letter ^ 

the  fJkwiiig  ext  raffs  fima  it  arm 

on^  infer  ted. 

She  gives  pretty  near  the  fame  accomat 

ibath  dots  of 'what  faged  he^ 

'   twfem. 
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I       4miM  tlm*  M  bit  rff$Uai(m  t9  go 

H  cburcb\  and  of  bis  propofal  qf 
I        it»  Fad's,  and  difire  of  attending 

her.    She  praifis  bis  good  beba^ .. 

^tenrtberei  as  alfo  the  ^courfe^ 
I        smdtbefreacber:  is  fUafed 'with 

it^s  feajmahlenefs.  Gives  farti' 
'  eidars  ^  tbe  converfation  betiveen 
I       ibem  ifier*wardst  and  commends 

iU  good  obfer nations  be  snakes  up  - 

onm  fermon, 

i    <  I  All  willing,*  fajs  Jbe^  <  to  bslve 

*  bopes  of  him:  but  am  fo  unable  to 

*  know  how  to  depend  upon  his  feri- 

*  oufneft  for  an  hour  togethcTy  that  all 
^  ny  iiToofablt  account!  of  him  in 
f  this  cefpeft  mo  ft  be  taken  with  al- 
'  lowance. 

'  Being  very  ravcb  prefled,  I  could 

*  lot  teti  how  to  refufe  dining  with  the 
'  widow  and  her  nieces  this  day.  I 
>  am  better  plealed  with  thera,  tnan  I 
'  ever  thou^t  I  ihoold  be.  I  cannot 
^  bcip  blanung  mylelf  for  my  readi- 

*  neiff  to  give  ievere  cenfures,  where  re- 
f  putation  is  concerned.  Peoples  waySj 
^namoors,  conftitutions»   education^ 

wA  oppoftunities  allowed  for^tn^r 
dar»  aaany  perfons,  as  far  as  I  know, 
nay  appcai-blameJefs,  whom  others 
«f  diment  humours  and  educations 
iie  too  apt  to  blame;  and  who,  from 
Ife  lame  fanlt,  may  be  as  ready  to 
wxBut  tb^m.  I  will  therefore  make 
it  a  rule  to  myfelf  for  tbe  future, 
lerer  to  }adge  peremptorily  on  firft 
Ippeaiances:  but  yet  I  muft  obferve 
Knit  tliefe  are  not  people  I  (hould 
liile  to  he  intimate  with,  or  whofe 
rays  I  can  like.  Although,  for  the 
btions  they  are  in,  they  may  go 
mMi^  the  world  with  tolerable 
tedft. 

Mr^  ILovelace's  behaviour  has  been 
Icby  a«  makes  me  call  this,  fo  far 
itia  pafled,  anaereeabledav.  Yet, 
ten  ca£eft  at  to  him,  my  ntuation 
til  si»y  friends  takes  place  in  my 
SB^rhts^  and  caufes  me  many  a  tear. 
I  am  tbe  more  pleafed  with  the 
ipie  of  the  houfe,  becaufe  of  the 
Ml  a  of  rank  they  are  acquainted 
by  and  vrho  viiit  them. 

*  SVNaAY  KVXKX1C6. 

!Aia  ftill  well  pleafed  with  Mr. 
Idace^s  behaviour.  We  have  had 
pod  deal  of  ferious  difcourfe  to- 
ilr«     Xhc  msin  Has  really  juft  uA 
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good  notions.  VU  canfefles  how 
much  he  is  pleafed  with  this  day,  aad 
hopes  for  many  fuch.  Nevertnelefs, 
be  ingenuoufly  warned  me,  that  hi« 
unlucky  vivacity  might  return :  but 
be  doub^  not,  that  he  fliould  b« 
fixed  at  kift  by  my  example  and  coo* 
Tcriktion. 

*  He  has  given  me  fa  entertaining 
account  of  the  four  gentlemen  he  ia 
to  meet  to-mon-ow  night :  entertaissm 
ingi  I  mean,  for  his  humorous  de^ 
fcriplion  of  their  peiTons,  manners^ 
&c.  but  fuch  a  defcriptioa  as  is  far 
from  beine  to  their  praiie.  Yet  he 
feemed  rather  to  defiea  to  divert  my 
melancholy  by  it,  than  to  degrade 
them.  I  thinJi^  at  bottom,  my  dear^ 
that  he  moft  be  a  good-natured  man{ 
but  that  he  was  fpoiled  young  for 
want  of  check  or  contreul. 
*.  I  cannot  but  call  this»  my  circufa* 
ftances  confidersd,  ah  happy  day  to 
the  end  of  it.  Indeed,  my  dear,  t 
think  Iconld  prefer  him  to  all  the 
men  I  ever  knew,  were  he  but  to  hm 
always  what  he  has  been  this  day« 
You  fee  how  ready  I  am  to  own  ali 
you  have  charged  me  with,  vHien  I 
find  myfelf  out*.  It  is  a  difiicttlt 
thing,  I  believe,  fometimes>  for  a 
yoang  creature  that  is  ableto  delibe-. 
rate  with  herfelf,  to  know  when  ifa« 
loves,  or  when  (he  hates:  but  I  a«s 
refolved,  as  much  as  pofEble,  to  be 
determined  both  in  my  hatred  and 
love  by  anions,  as  they  make  the 
roan  worthy  or  unworthy.* 

She  dates  again  on  Mondaj^^  anddi* 
dares  berfelf  bigbh  difpfiofed  ai 
Mifs  Partington's  being  introdnatd 
to  ber:  and  ftill  more  fir  beissg 
,  obliged  to  promife  to  be  frefesn  at 
Mr,  Lo*velaces  coUatiom^  Sbe 
forefees,  Jbe  fwfs^  a  mntdered 
evening. 


LETTER    LXV. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWJB,  TO  UlSt 
HOW£. 

MONDAY  MXGUT,  MAT  f • 

IHave  juft  efcaped  from  the  very  dif. 
agreeable  company  I  was  obliged^ 
ib  much  againft  my  will,  to  be  in.  At 
a  very  particular  relation  of  this  even- 
ing*s  converfation  would  be^painful  tft 
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ine,  7011  muft  content  yourfelf  with 
what  you  Ihftll  be  able  to  colleft  from 
fhe  outlines,  as  I  may  call  them,  of 
the  charafters  of  the  per  font;  affifted 
by  the  little  hiftories  Mr.  Lovelace 
gxvt  mc  of  each  yefterday, 
'The  names  of  the  gentlemen  are 
Belton,  Mowbray,  Tourville,  and  Bel- 
ford.  Thefe  four,  with  Mrs.  Sinclair, 
Mifs  Partington,  thegreat  heirefs  men- 
iSoned  in  my  laft,  Mr.  Lovelace,  and 
Ittyfelf,  made  up  the  company. 

I  gave  you  before  the  favourable  fide 
of  Mifs  Partington's  character,  fuchas 
it  was  given  me  by  Mrs.  Sinclair,  and 
iier  niece^t.  I  will  now  add  a  few 
words  from  my  own  obfervation  upon 
her  behaviour  in  this  company. 
*  In  hittir  company  perhaps  ue  would 
have  appeared  to  lefs  difadvantage:  but, 
notwithftanding  her  inHocent  looks^ 
which  Mr.  Lovelace alfo highly  praifed. 
Be  ia  the  laft  perfon  whofe  judgment  I 
%rould  take  upon  real  modefty.  For  I 
•bferved,  tliat,  upon  fome  talk  from 
Ae  eentlemeuj  not  free  enough  to  be 
epenly  cenfured,  yet  too  indecent  in 
it*t  implication  to  come  from  well-bred 
perfons,  in  the  Company  of  virtuous 
people,  this  young  lady  was  very  ready 
to  appitihend;  and  yet,  by  fmifet  and 
£mpenngs,  to  encoura|re,  rather  than 
difcourage,  the  culoabTe  fi^eedoms  of 
peribnty  who,  in  what  they  went  out< 
of  their  way  to  Aiy,  muft  either  be 
^ilty  of  abfurdity,  meaning  nothingi 
cr  mt^'ing  fomftbifig,  of  rudenefs*. 

But  indeed  1  have  feen  women,  of 
.  whom  I  had  a  better  opinion,  than  I 
can  fay  I  have  of  Mrs.  Sinclair,  who 
have  allowed  gintUmefr,  and  themfitvit 
too,  in  greater  liberties  of  this  fort, 
^an  I  have  thought  conCftent  with 
that  purity  of  manners  which  ou|ht  tn 
be  the  diltinguilhing  charafteriftick  of 
our  fez :  for  what  are  words,  but  the 
iody  and  dre/s  of  thowbt  f  And  is  not 
the  mind  of  a  perfon  ftrongly  indicated 
by  outward  drefsf 

But  to  the  gtntlemtn\  as  they  muft 
be  called  in  right  of  their  anceftors,  it 
f^ems}  for  no  other  do  they  appear  to 
have. 

Mr.  Bblton  has  had  univerittv- 
t^ucatfon,  and  was  defigned.  for  the 
gown;  but  that  not  fuiting  with  the 
gaiety  of  hit  temper,  and  an  uncle  dy« 

•  Mr.  Belfbrd  in  Letter  LVI.  of  Vd.  IV.  lemaids  Mr.  Lovelace  cT 
Hoicks  vdikh  f  a&d  ia  tliek  conveTftdM^  extxcmaly  to  the  lady*s  honow. 


ing,  who  devifed  to  him  a  goibd  db9| 
be  quitted  the  college,  came  up  10 
town,  and  commenced  fine  gentlemao. 
He  is  laid  to  be  a  man  of  fenfe.^Mr. 
Belton  drefles  gaily,  but  not  ooitefop* 
piflily;  drinks  hardj  keeps  ail  hoen, 
and  glories  in  doing  fo;  games,  and 
has  been  hurt  by  that  pernicious  direr- 
fiont  he  is  about  thirty  years  of  sfe; 
his  face  is  of  a  fiery  red,  fomewut 
bloated  and  pimply  $  and  his  irregulari- 
ties threaten  a  brief  duration  to  the 
fenfual  dream  he  is  in.     For  hehis% 
fliort  confismptive  cough,  which  feenis 
to  denote  baa  lungs;  yet  makes  hiiti- 
felf  and  his  friends  metry  by  his  ftupnd 
and  inconfiderate  jelh  upon  very  thita- 
tening  fymptoms  which  ought  to  make 
him  more  ierious. 

Mr.  Mowbray  has  bee^i  a  gtest 
traveller;  fpeaks  as  many  langtm^  a 
Mr.  Lovelace  himfelf,  but  not  w  flu- 
ently :  is  of  a  good  family;  feems  to 
be  about  thirty-three  or  thirty -fonav.] 
tall  and  comely  in  his  peribn)   * 
and  daring  in  his  look:  is  a  I2 
boned  ftrong  roan;    has  a  g^eat 
in  his  forehead,  with  a  dent,  as  if 
fcuU  had  been  beaten  in  there;  and 
learned  fear  in  his  right-chedL. 
drefles  likewife  very  gaily:    has 
fervants  always  about  him,  whook 
is  continually  calling  upon,  and  f 
ing  on  the  moft  triAmg  mei&ges; 
a  dozen  inftances  of  which  wrr  Had 
the  little  time  1  was  among  theoi^ 
they  ieem  to  watch  the  turn  of 
fierce  eye,  to  be  ready  to  ruiiy  bel 
they  have  half  his  meflage»    aod  fiq 
him  with  fedr  and  trembling..     Vd( 
his  equals  the  man  feems  tolerablea 
talks  not  ami fs  upon  publick.  entc 
ments  and  diverfions;  efpecudl^ 
thofe  abroad.    Yet  has  a  roen 
air;  and  avers  things  ftron^ly, 
feem  quite  improbable.     Tnd< 
ibs^/j  nothing,  but  what  l&e 
believe:  for  he  jefts  upon  facred  _, 
and  profefles  to  hate  the  dervy^ 
religions.    He  has  high  notions " 
MUTf  a  word  hardly  ever   o^t. 
mouth;  but  feems  to  have  ao 
gard  to  Murals. 

Mr.  TOURYILLE  occmSoi. 
hi<  age;  )uk  turned  of  thirxy. 
is  alfo  of  an  ancient  family^  1 
peribn  and  manners. 
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all  ikt  coKComb,  than  any  of  hit  com- 
poiofls.  Hcdrefles  richly;  would  he 
dkougbt  elegant  in  the  choice  and  fa- 
Aion  of  what  be  wears;  yet,  after  all, 
appears  rather  tawdry  than  fine.    One 


in  anon  himielf  by  (6  many  pareatbe* 
*tical  introfions,  as  one  may  call  ^em^ 
and  has  fo  manv  incidents  fpringingi a 
upon  him,  that  ne  frequently  drops  hit . 


^ own  thready  and  fometimes  fits  down 

iUt  by  the  care  he 'takes  of  his  out-^  fatisfied  half-way;  or^  if  at  other  timet 
fide,  and  the  notice  he  befpeaks  from    he  would  refnme  it,  he  applies  to  hit 


tv^'Ont  by  his  ottm  notice  of  himfelfy 
that  the  inbde  takes  up  the  leaft  of  his 
stt^stion..  He  dances  nnely,  Mr.  Love- 
lace fays  i  is  a  mafter  of  mufick;  and 
fioging  is  one  of  his  principal  excel- 
lences. They  prevailed  upon  htm  to. 
iingj  and  he  obliged  them  both  in  Ita. 
lian  and' French;  and,  todoJiim  juf- 
ttce,  bis  fongs  in  both  were  decent. 
They  were  ^l  highly  delighted  with 
bis  performance;. but  his  greateft  ad- 
mirert  were  Mrs.  Sinclair,  Mifs  Part- 
tsgton,  and  bimfdf.  To  me  he  ap- 
peared to  have  a  great  deal  of  affe6ka« . 
tion. 

Mr.  Tourvillc's  converfation  and 

addc«£i  are  infufferably  full  of  thofe 

reallv  grofs  /iffironts  upon  the  under- 

fanding  of  our  fex,.  which  the  mo- 

^  derns  call  c$mpUw!ntJ,  and  are  intended 

to  pafs  for  fo  many  inftances  of  good- 

'  bfecdiog,  though  the  moft  hyperboU- 

cal,  unnatural  ftuff  that  can  be  con- 

L'Ccivedf  and  which  can  only  ferve  ta 

[  |bew  the  infincerity  of  the  compUmenier ;. 

[  mod  the-  ridiculous  li^ht  in  which  the 

[^Uf^imuMied  appears  in  his  eyes,  if  he 

Liuppoles  a  woman  capable  of  relifh- 

ring  the  romantick  abfurdities  of  his. 

,  i^iceches. 

.  He  aifefts  to  introduce  into  his  com- 
[mon  talk  Italian  and  French  words; 
Fimd  ofua  anfwers  an  Englifii  queftion 
^ip  French^  which  language  he  greatly 
^jircfcrs  to  the  barbaroufiy  hifling  Eng-. 
^ih.  But  then  he  never  fails  to  tran- 
b|aie  into  thia  his  odhms  native  tongue 
ISi^  worda  and  the  fentences  he  fpeaks 
the  other  two— Left,  perhaps,  it 
9fM  be  queftioned  whether  he  under- 
ipda  what  he  Ays. 
l^e  lovea  to  t;ell  ftoriess  always  calls 
i^mrny,  facfti$us,  food^  or  ixcel" 
before  he  begins,  m  order  to  be- 
ait  the  attention  of  the  hearers;  but 
^er  gives  himfelf  concern  in  i\it  pro- 
refs  or  cottcUffion  of  them,  to  make 
1  what  he  proroifes  in  his  prefare, 
ed  be  feldom  brings  any  of  them 
cboclufioo;  for  it  his  company 
i  jpatknce  to  hear  him  out,  he  breaks 


company  to  help  him  in  agaiD>  with  » 
de^tlfrtcb  bim  if  he  remembers  what 
he  was  -driving  at— i^But  enoughi  apd 
too  much  of  Mr.  Tourvillc. 

Mr.  Belford  is  the  fourth  gentle* 
man,  and  one  of  whom  Mr.  Lovelact 
ferms  more  fond  than  any  of  the  reft;  for 
he  is  i.  man  of  tried  bravery,  it  feemsa 
and  this  pair  of  friends  came  acquainted 
upon  occafion  of  a  quairel  (iiofllbljf 
about  a  woman)  which  brougnt  on  a 
challenge,  and  a  meeting  at  Kehfing« 
ton  Gravel-pits;  which  ended  without 
unhappy  confequences,,by  the  media- 
tion or  three  gentlemen  grangers,. juft 
as  each  had  made  a  pafs  at  the  other. 

Mr.  Pelford  it  feems  is  about  feyen 
or  eight-and -twenty..  He  is  theyoung« 
eft  of  the  five,  except  Mr.  Lovelaces 
and  they  arc  perhaps  the  wickcdeft;  for 
they  feem  to  lead  the  other  three  as  they 
pleafe.    Mr.  BeHbrd,  as  the  others^ 
drefies  gaily.    B,ut  has  not  thoii:  ad- 
vantages of  perfon,  nor  from  his  di«fS|, 
which  Mr.  Lovelace  it  too  proud  otl 
He  has,  however,  the  appearance  and 
air  of  a  gentleinjsn.    He  is  well  read 
in  claflicai  authors,   and  in  the  bcft 
Englifli  poets  and  writers  i  and,  by  hit 
means,  the  converfation  took  now-and- 
then  a  more  agreeable  turn:  and  J,  who 
endeavoured  to  put  the  beft  face  I  could 
upon  my  fituation,  as  \  paifed  for  Mrs« 
Lovelace  with  them,  made  (hift  to  joi^ 
in  it,  atfuch  timet,  and  received  abun- 
dance of  compliments  from   all  tht 
company,  on  the  pbfervations  I  made*. 
Mr.  Belford  feems  good-natured  and 
obliging;  and,  although  very  cpmplai- 
fant,   not  fo  fulfomely  fo,   aa  Mr* 
Tourville;  and  has  a  polite  and  eafy 
manner  of  espreifinff  his  fentiments  oii 
all  occafions.    He  Teems  to  delight  in 
a  logical  way  of  argumentation,  a^ 
alfo  does  Mr.  Belton.    Thefe  two  at- 
tacked each  other  in  this  way;  and  both 
looked  at  us  women,  as  if  to  obferve 
whether  we  did  not  admire  their  learn- 
i«f  >  or,  when  they  had  faid  a  finait 
thmg,   their  wit.    But  Mr.  Belford 
had  vifibly  the  advanuge  of  the  other^ 


t  See  Letter  LVL  of  YoL  IV*  above  referred  to. 
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kmng  cpiiclca'  ptrtf ,  and  by  takinsr 
Ifcc  worft  fide  of  the  argument,  feemed 
toMtiti^hehad.  Upon  the  whole  of  his 
Mtaviour  and  converfatton,  be  put  me 
iAmind  of  that  charader  in  Milton— 

■  *  His  tongue 

*  Ihtft  flnnnay  an4  could  make  the  worfe 

*  appear 

*  The  better  feaToo^  Id  perplex  end  dafli 

*  Matureft  counfeis;  for  hit  thoughts 
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«  To  vice  induftriottti  but  to  nobler  deeds 

•  Timorous  and  flothfolv— yethe  pkas*d  die 

*  ear/ 

How  little  fo  ever  matters  in  general 
wivf  betoovr  liking,  we  are  apt,  when 
ftope  is  ftrong  enough  to  permit  it,  to 
cndtttovr  to  make  the  Ml  we  can  of 
^  lot  we  have  drawn  i  and  I  could  not 
Init  obftrve  often,  how  mnch  Mr. 
2«)ve)ace  exceiled  all  his  four  friends  in 
erery-thing  tbeyftemed  deiirous  to  ex* 
cet  in.  '  But,  a«  to  wit  and  TtTacityi 
he  had  no  eoual  these.  AH  the  others 
g3Te  up  to  bimy  when  his  lipt  began 
toopen.  The  haughty  Mowbrajr would" 
call  upon  the  prathig  Tourvilk  for 
Ulence,  and  would  elbow  the  fuperci- 
iioQs  Belton  into  attention,  when  Lore- 
lace  was  going  to  fpcak.  And  when 
he  had  (poken,  the  words,  <Chami- 
<  rng  fellow  f'  with  a  free  word  of  ad. 
iDTration  or  envy,  feli  from  every 
motkth. 

He  bas  indeed  fo  many  advantages 
sn  bis  perfon  and  manner,  that  what 
would  be  inexcufable  in  another,  would, 
if  one  watched  not  over  one's  felf,  and 
iid  not  endeavour  to  diftinguifli  what 
h  the  eflcnce  of  right  and  wrong,  look 
becoming  in  him. 

Mr.  Belford,  to  rajr  no  fraall  vexa- 
tion and  confofion,  with  the  forward- 
nefs  of  a  favoured  and  intrufted  friend, 
Ungled  me  out,  en  Mr.  Lovelace's  be- 
ing feot  fur  down,  to  make  me  congra- 
tulatory complimenis  on  my  fuppofed 
nuptials;  which  he  did  with  a  caution, 
not  to  infift  too  long  on  the  rigorous 
vDw  I  had  impored  upon  a  man  fo  uni- 
vcrfally  adtnircd— 

*  See  him  among  twenty  men,'  faid 
lie,  '  all  of  diftin^ion,  and  nobody  is 
♦  regarded  but  Mr.  Lovelace.' 

*  It  mu(V,  indeed,  be  confefled,  that 
there  is  in  his  whole  deportment  a  na- 
tural dignity,  which  renders  all  inlb- 
lent  or  imperative  demeanor  as  un- 
nccefiary  as  inexcufable.     Then  t)ut 


deceiving  fweetnefs  whidi  appean  m 
his  fmiles,  in  his  accent,  in  bn  whole 
afpeft,  and  addrefs,  vrfaen  he  diinks  it 
worth  his  while  toobll^,  or  endeavovr 
to  attra£l,  how  does  this  (hew,  thatbe 
was  boTH  innocent,  as  I  may  ftyj  tbt 
he  was  not  natmrallj  the  cm,  tk 
boifterous,  the  impetuous  creatuit, 
which  the  wicked  company  he  may  have 
fallen  into  have  made  nim!  For  he  faai, 
befides,  an  open,  and,  I  think,  an  ho- 
ned countenance.  Don*tjie«  think  ib, 
my  dear?— On  all  thefe  fpecions  ap- 
pearances, have  I  founded  my  hopes 
of  ieeing  hipi  a  rr  formed  man. 

But  it  is  ama^inff  to  me,  I  own,  thit 
with  (o  much  of  roe  eentleman,  fuch 
a  general  knowledge  of  books  and  men, 
foch  a  ikUl  in  the  learned  as  well  ss 
modem  languages,  he  can  take  fi>  mock 
deKght  as  be  does  in  tbe  company  ef 
fuch  ^fons  as  I  have  defcribed,  aod 
fn  fiibjefts  of  frothy  impertinence,  un- 
worthy of  his  tafents,  and  of  bis  nata- 
ral  and  acguired  adVantaset.  I  csn 
think  but  of  one  iraibn  for  it,  and  that 
muft  argue  a  very  low  mind,  his  va* 
HIT  y ;  which  makes  him  definms  of  be- 
ing confidered  as  the  bead  of  the  people 
he  conforts  with.  A  man  to  love  prade, 
yet  to  be  content  to  draw  it  from  fuck 
contaminated  fprings  * 

One  compliment  pa!&d  from  Mr. 
Belford  to  Mr.  Lovelace,  wfcicb  haien- 
ed  my  quitting  the  fhockiiycompany^* 
<  Vou  are  a  happy  man,  ^£.  Lovdaoe,' 
faid  he,  upon  (ome  fine  fpeeches  made 
him  by  Mrs.  Sinclair,  and  aflfented  |o 
by  Mifs  Partington : '  you  have  to  muck 

*  courage  audio  much  wit,  tfiatneitber 

*  man  nor  woman  can  ftand  bcibtv 

*  you.' 

Mr.  Belford  looked  at  me,  when  he 
fpoke:  yes,  my  dear,  he  fmUingly  feok- 
ed  at  me:  and  he  looked  upon  nis  coib* 
plimented  friend  r  and  all  their  ifmt^ 
fi^,  and  thertfore  4^Mr//«^  eyes,  botk 
mens  and  women s,  were  turned  vpoat 
your  Clanfla:  at  leaft,  my  felf- re* ' 
proaching  heart  made  me  think  foj  fbc 
that  would  hardly  permit  my  eye  to 
look  up. 

Ohl  my  dear,  were  but  a  ymaamtk^ 
who  gives  reafon  to  the  world  to  tkMc 
her  to  be  in  love  with  a  man,  f«id  titt»J 
rouft  be  believed  to  be  my  ctfb:  or  «»- 
what  can  my  fitfpofed  yic\%intMiff  goima^ 
off  with  Mr.  Lovelace  be  imfHited  Tjj( 
to  refiefl  one  moment  on  the  exaltat* 
flic  gives  Ina^^   and  the  difgracc 
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Wtng%  upon  herfelf\  the  low  pity,  the 
fitent  contempt,  theinfolent  fncers  and 
whifp«r8,  to  which  fhe  makfs  herfclf 
obAoxioufi  from  a  ccn Turing  world  of 
both  fexes;  how  would  fheoerpife  her- 
felf!  and  how  much  more  eligible  would 
flic  think  death  itfelf  than  (uch  a  dif- 
tovercd  dehaftfinetit! 

What  I  have  thus  in  general  touched 
npon^  will  account  to  yow,  why  T  could 
not  more  particularly  relate  what  pafled 
in  tnis  evening's  converfatiott:  which, 
IS  may  be  gathered  from  what  I  have 
written,  abounded  with  approbatory  ac- 
cu^tions,  vadfuppofcd  witty  retorts. 

LETTER    LXVI. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

MftNDAT  MIDNIGHT. 

I  Am  ▼cry  much  vexed  and  difturbed 
at  an  odd  incident.  Mrs.  Sinclair 
has  juft  now  left  me;  I  believe  in  dif- 
pleafuTCy  on  my  declining  to  comply 
with  a  requeft  (he  made  met  which  waa, 
to  admit  Mifs  Partington  to  a  /hare  in 
iny  bed;  her  houfe  being  crouded  by 
her  nieces  guefts  and  by  their  attend- 
ants,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  Mifs  Par- 
tington. 

There  might  be  nothing  in  it;  and 
my  <lenial  carried  a  ftiffand  ill-natured 
appearance.  But  inftantly,  upon  her 
making  the  requeft,  it  came  into  /ny 
thought,  that  I  was  in  a  manner  a 
ftranger  fo  every- body  in  the  hou(^:  not 
h  much  as  a  fervant  I  could  call  my 
own,  or  of  whom  I  had  any  great  opi- 
nion: that  there  were  four  men  of  free 
manners  in  the  houfe,  awonjued  fup- 
porters  of  Mr.  Lovelace  in  matters  of 
oAace;  himfelf  a  man  of  enterprise; 
all,  as  far  as  I  knew,- (and  as  I  had 
leaibn  to  think  by  their  noify  mirth 
after  I  left  them)  drinking  deeply:  that 
Miis  Partington  herfelf  is  not  fo  bafli- 
ful  a  perfon  as  ihe  was  reprefented  to 
me  to  be:  that  officious patHs  were  taken 
to  give  me  a  good  opinion  of  her:  and 
liiat  Mra.  Sinclair  made  a  greater  pa- 
rade in  pefacingthe  requeft,  than  fuch 
a  leqneit  needed.  •  To  deny,'  thought 
'Is  *  can  carry  only  an  appearance  of 

*  fingolarity  to  people   who  already 

*  think  menngular.    To  confent,  may 

*  poflibl^,  if  not  probably,  be  attended 
'*  ivith  inconveniences.'  '  The  confe* 
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quences  of  tlie  alternative  Co  very  dif-. 
proportionate,  I  thought  it  more  pru- 
dent to  incur  the  cenfure,  than  tori/que 
the  inconvenience. 

I  told  \it\\  that  I  was  writing  a  long 
letter:  thnt  I  fliould  chufe  to  write  till 
I  were  flecpy:  and  that  a  companion 
would  be  a  reftraint  upon  me,  and  I 
upon  her. 

She  was  loth,  (he  faid,  that  fo  deli« 
catc  a  young  creature  and  fo  great  a  for- 
tune as  Mifs  Partington,  Oiould  be  put 
to  lie  with  Dorcas  in  a  prefs-bed.  She 
fliould  be  very  forry,  if  /he  had  afkcd 
an  improp<^r  thing.  She  had  never  been 
fo  put  to  it  before.  And  Mifs  would 
ftay  up  with  iJ^till  I  had  done  writing. 

Alarmed  at  this  urgency,  and  it  be. 
.ingeafier  to  perfift  in  a  denial  gi<venf 
than  to  give  it  atyfr/?,  I  faid,  Mifs  Par- 
tington Zhou  Id. be  welcome  to  my  whole 
bed,  and  I  would  retire  into  the  dining- 
room,  and  there,  locking  myielf  in, 
write  all  the  night. 

The  poor  thing,  (he  faid,  was  afraid 
to  lie  alone.  To  be  fure  Mifs  Parting- 
ton would  not  put  me  to  fuch  an  in- 
convenience. 

She  then  withdrew:  but  returned; 
l>«g&«J  my  pardon  for  returning:  but 
the  poor  child,  (he  faid,  was  in  tears. 
Mils  Partington  had  never  feen  a  young 
lady  (he  fo  much  admired,  and  fo  much 
wiihed  to  imitate,  as  me.  The  dear 
eirl  hoped  that  nothing  had  pa(red  in 
her  behaviour  to  give  me  difliketoher. 
—Should  (he  bring  her  to  me  ? 

I  was  very  bufy,  I  faid.  The  letter 
I  was  writing  was  upon  a  very  im- 
portant fubjeft.  I  hoped  to  fee  the 
young  lady  in  the  morning;  when  I 
would  apologize  to  her  foiimy  particu- 
larity. And  then  Mrs.  Sinclair  hefi- 
tating  and  movin?  towards  the  door, 
(though  flie  turned  round  to  me  again) 
I  defired  her  ( lighting  hei^)  to  take  care 
how  (he  went  down. 

*  Pray,  Madam,'  faid  (he,  on  the 
(lairs  head,  '  don't  give  youdelf  ail 

*  this  trouble.  God  knows  my  heart, 
'  I  meant  no  affront:  but,  fmce  you 

*  fcein  to  take  my  freedom   amifi,  1 

*  beg  you  will  not  acquaint  Mr.  Lov<»- 

*  lace  with  it;  for  he  perhaps  will  think 

*  me  bold  and  imperil nent.' 

Now,  my  dear,  is  not  this  a  pprti- 
cwlar  incident:  cither  as  I  hnve  vrx-x^t  ir, 
/or  as  it  was  defigned?  I  don't  love  to 
do  an  uncivil  thing.  And  if  nothing 
were  meant  by  the  reqiicfl,  my  vcfvi,*! 
3  L  u'-fcive^ 
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defenret  to'be  called  uncivil.  Then  I 
have  (hewn  a  rufptcion  of  foul  ufage  by 
it,  which  fut^ly  dare  not  be  meant.  If 
juft^  I  ought  to  apprehend  every -things 
and  fly  the  houfe  and  the  man  as  t  would 
an  infeflion.  If  motjufty^ndi  if  I  can- 
not contrive  to  clear  myfelf  of  having 
entertained  fufpicions,  by  affigning 
fome  other  plauiib'le  reafon  for  my  de* 
nial,  the  very  Jtaying  here  will  have  an 
appearance  not  at  all  reputable  to  my- 
felf. 

I  am  now  out  of  humour  with  him, 
^ith  myfelf,  with  all  the  world,  but 
you.  Hia  companions  are  ihockine 
creatures.  Why,  again  I  repeat,  ihoula 
he  have  been  defirou^  to  bring  me  into 
fuch  companv^  Once  more,  I  like  him 
not.     Indeed  I  do  not  like  him! 

LETTER   LXVIL 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE»  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

TVKSnAY,  MAT1« 

WITH  infinite  regret  I  am  oblig- 
ed to  tell  you,  that  I  can  no 
longer  write  to  you,  or  receive  letters 
from  you.  Your  mother  has  fent 
me  a  letter  inclofed  in  a  cover  to  Mr. 
Lovelace,  dire£led  for  him  at  Lord 
M.*8,  (and  which  was  broueht  him 
iuft  now)  reproaching  me  on  this  fab* 
jeft  in  very  angry  terms,  and  forbid- 
ding me,  as  I  would  not  be  thought  to 
intend  to  make  her  and  jou  unhappy, 
to  write  to  you  without  her  leave. 

This,  therefore,  is  the  lafl  vou  muft 
receive  from  me,  till  happier  days:  and 
as  my  profpeds  are  not  very  bad,  I 
prefume  we  fhall  foon  have  leave  to 
write  again  J  and  even  to  fee  each  other: 
ijnce  an  alliance  with  a  family  fo  ho- 
nourable as  Mr.  Lovelace's  is,  will  not 
be  a  difzrace. 

She  IS  pleafed  to  write,  that  if  I 
would  wim  to  inflami  you,  I  (hould  let 
you  know  her  written  prohibition:  but 
if  otherwife,  find  fome  way  of  my  own 
accord  (without  bringing  bir  into  the 
quelHon)  to  decline  a  correfpondenco, 
which  I  mil  ft  know  (he  has  for  fome 
time  pafl  forbidden .  But  all  I  can  fay 
is,  to  beg  of  you  not  to  be  inflamed{«^ 
to  beg  of  you,  not  to  let  her  knonuy  or 
even  by  your  behaviour  to  her,  on  this 
occafion,  guefsj  that  I  have  acquainted 
you  with  my  reafon  for  declining  to 
Miitcto  you,    For  howdfc,  after  the 


fcruples  I  have  heretofore  made  mi  ddt 
very  fubjeft,  yet  proceeding  to  conc^ 
fpond,  can  I  honeftly  fatisfy  yoa  about 
my  motives  for  this  fuddenftop?  So, 
mr  dear,  I  chufe,  you  (ee,  lather  t9  ' 
rely  upon  your  difcretion,  than  to  feiga 
reafons  with  which  you  would  not  be 
iatisfied,  but,  with  your  ufml  a8iva 
oenetration,  fift  to  the  bottom,  and  at 
lafl  find  me  to  be  a  mean  and  lowqaa- 
lifier)  and  that  with  an  hnplicatioB  in- 
jurious to  you,  that  I  fuppofed  yon  bad 
not  prudence  enough  to  be  truml  with 
the  naked  truth. 

I  repeat,  that  my  profpeds  are  not 
bad.  The  houfe,  I  prefume,  will  ibon 
be  taken.  The  people  here  are  very 
refpe^ul,  notwithftanding  my  nicety 
about  Mifs  Partineton.  Mifs  Mania, 
who  is  near  marriage  with  an  eminent 
tradefman  in  the  Strand,  yiVt  now,  ia 
a  very  reipeflful  manner,  afked  my  opi- 
nion of  fome  patterns  of  rich  filks  for 
the  occafion.  The  widow  has  a  Ids 
forbidding  appearance  than  at  firft. 
Mr.  Lovelace,  on  my  declared  diflike 
of  his  four  friends,  hat  aiTured  roe, 
that  neither  they  nor  any-body  el&  ball 
be  introduced  to  me,  without  mj  leave. 

Thefe  circumiVancea  I  mention,  (aa 
you  will  fuppofe)  that  your  kind  heart 
may  be  at  eafe  about  mej  that  yon  ma% 
be  induced  by  them  to  acquiefce  wits 
your  mother's  commands,  (^chearfwUw 
acquiefce)  and  that  for  my  fah^  let  I 
fliould  be  thought  an  inJUuKer-^  who  am, 
with  very  contrary  intentions,  my  dear- 
efl  and  falefl-belov«d  friend,  jqw  r»fr« 
obliged  and  afeSionatg 

Clarissa  Harlowc. 


LETTER    LXVin. 

MISS  HOWE,  TO  MISS   CLARISSA 

HARLOWB. 

WSDII.MAT  ^ 

IAm  af(onifhed  that  my  moAcr 
(hould  take  fuch  a  ftep— pardy  to 
exereife  an  unreafonable  a6^  of  aatho- 
ritv;  and  to  oblige  tho  moft  renorfe- 
leu  hearts  i  a  the  worlds  Iflfind,  tinft 
I  can  be  of  ufe  to  yon  either  by  ad- 
vice or  information,  do  you  tkmk  I 
will  not  give  it?— WciTittoanyothfer 
perfon,  much  kfs  dear  to  me  than  fOA  < 
are,  do  you  think,  in  fuch  a  cafe>  I 
would  forbear  giving  it  f 
Mr.  Hickman^  whopceteods  t 
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Ik  etfiifftrr  in  fach  a  nice  matter,  it  of 
•pinioDy  that  I  ought  not  to  deciine 
a  correspondence  thus  ctrcumilanced. 
And  *tU  well  he  it:  for  my  mother  har* 
sng  (et  me  up,  I-muft  have  fomebody 
to  quarrel  with. 

This  I  will  come  into,  if  it  will  make 
yon  eafy-— I  will  forbear  to  write  toj^u 
for  a  few  day  t,  if  nothing  extraordinary 
happen,  and  till  the  rigour  of  her  pro- 
hibition it  abated.  But  be  aflbred,  that 
t  will  not  difpeofe  with  your  writing 
to  mg.  My  heart,  my  confcience,  mj 
honour,  will  not  permit  it. 

But  how  will  I  help  my fel 0— How!— 
Eafily  enough .  For  I  do  afTure  you,  that 
I  want  but  very  little  further  proToca* 
tion  to  fly  privately  to  London.  And  if 
I  do,  I  will  not  leave  you  till  I  lee  you 
either  honourably  married,  or  abfolutc- 
ly  quit  of  the  wretch:  and  in  thit  laft 
cafe  I  will  take  you  down  with  me,  in 
defiance  of  the  whole  world:  or,  if  you 
icfufe  to  go  with  me,  ftay  with  yon, 
and  accompany  you  at  your  ffliadow 
whitherfoever  you  go. 

0onHbe  frighted  at  thitdeclaratioif. 
There  ie  but  one  confideration,  and  but 
one  hope,  that  withold  me,  watched  at 
I  am  in  adl  my  retirements;  obliged  to 
lead  to  her  without  a  voice;  to  work  in 
her  prefence  without  fingers;  and  to 
lie  with  her  every  night  againfl  my  will. 
tht  c^mfideraiion  it,  Left  you  fliould 
appieheod  that  a  ftep  of  tliit  nature 
would  look  like  a  doubling  of  your 
fault,  in  the  eves  of  fuch  at  think  your 

Sling  away  a  fault.  The  b9pe  it.  That 
ingt  will  ftiil  end  happily,  and  that 
fooie  people  will  have  reafon  to  take 
ihame  to  themfelvet  for  the  forry  partt 
they  have  afted.  Nevertheleft  I  am  of- 
ten balancing^But  your  refolvine  to 
give  op  the  correfponaence  at  thit  cnfit, 
will  turn  the  fcale.  Write  therefore, 
or  tmke  theconfiquence, 

A  few  words  upon  the  fubjeA  of 
your  \z£t  lettert— I  know  not  whether 
your  brother*t  wife  proje^l  be  given  up 
M  not.  A  Aad  filence  leignt  in  your 
funily.  .Your  brother  wat  abfent  three 
dayt;  then  at  home  one;  and  it  now 
ablcai:  but  whether  with  Singleton  or 
iK>e,  I  cannot  find  out. 

By  your  account  of  your  wretch^t 
companions,  I  fee  not  but  they  are  a 
kt  of  infernally  and  he  the  Meel%ehy^. 
What  could  he  mean,  as  you  fay»  by 
hit  cameftnefa  to  bring  you  into  fuch 
compasy,  and  tp  give  you  fuch  an  op- 


Sortontfy  to  make  him  and  them  re« 
eAing-glailet  to  one  another?  The 
man'a  zfoolt  to  be  fure,  my  dear— A 
JUly  fellow^  at  leaft— The  wretches  muft 
put  on  their  beft  before  you,  no  doubt 
—Lords  of  the  creation J^Noble  fel- 
lowt  thefel^Yet  who  knowt  how  many 
poor  defpicable  foult  of  our  fex  the' 
worfl  of  them  hat  had  to  whine  after 
him! 

You  have  brought  an  inconvenience 
upon  yoorfelf  at  yon  obfcrve,  by  your 
ref ufal  of  Mift  Partington  for  your 
bedfellow.  Pity  you  had  not  admit- 
ted her!  Watchful  at  w«  are,  what 
could  have  happened?  n  violence  were 
intended,  he  would  not  ftay  for  the 
nigbi.  You  might  have  fat  up  after 
her,  or  not  gone  to  bed.  Mrt.  Sin- 
clair prefled  it  too  far.  You  wat  over- 
fcrupulout. 

If  any-thing  happen  to  delay-  your 
nuptial t,  I  would  advifeyou  to  remove t 
but  if  you  marry,  perhapt  you  may 
think  it  no  great  matter  to  ftay  where 
you  are,  tillyou  take  pofteiCon  of  your 
own  eftate.  The  knot  once  tied,  and 
with  fo  refolute  a  man,  it  it  my  opi- 
nion, your  relatione  will  foon  reugn 
what  they  cannot  legally  hold:  and, 
were  even  a  litigation  to  follow,  you 
will  not  be  able,  nor  ought  you  to  be 
nviilitigf  to  help  it:  for  your  eftate  will 
then  be  hit  right;  and  it  will  be  unjuft 
to  wifti  it  to  1^  witbeld  from  him. 

One  thing  I  would  advife  you  to 
think  of;  and  that  it,  of  proper  fettle- 
mentt:  it  will  be  to  the  credit  of  vour 
prudence  and  of  hit  juftice,  (and  the 
more  at  mattert  ftand)  that  fomething 
of  thit  ihould  be  done  before  you  mar- 
ry. Bad  at  he  it,  nobody  accounts 
him  a  fordid  man.  And  I  wohder  he 
hat  been  hitherto  filent  on  that  fubje5^. 

I  am  not  difpleafed  with  hit  propofal 
about  the  widow-lady^t  houfe.  I  think 
it  will  do  very  well.  But  if  it  muft  be 
three  weekt  before  jrou  can  be  certain 
about  it,  furely  you  need  not  put  off  hit 
day  for  that  fpace:  and  he  may  befpeak 
hit  equipaget.  Surprizing  to  me,  at 
well  at  to  you,  that  he  could  be  fo  ac- 
.  quiefcent ! 

I  repeat-— Continue  to  write  to  me. 
I  infift  upon  it;  and  that  at  minutely  as 
pofEble:  or,  take  the  confequence.  I 
ieadthis  by  a  particular  hand.  I  am, 
and  ever  will  be,  jour  mofi  uffe^ionate 
Anna  Howe. 

iLs  BETTER 
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LETTER    LXIX. 


MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  4* 

1  Forego  every  other  engagement,  I 
fufpcnd  CVC17  vifti,  I.  banilh  every 
other  fear,  to  take  up  my  pen,  to  beg 
of  you,  that  you  will  not  think  of  be- 
ing ^i<i7/>  of  iuch  an  zSi  of  love  as  I  can 
never  thank  you  for;  but  n\uft  for  ever 
regret.  If  I  muft  continue  to  write  to 
you,  I  muft.  I  know  futl  well  your 
impatience  of  controul,  when  you  have 
the  leaft  imagination  that  your  gene- 
roHty  or  friendfliip  is  likely  to  be 
wounded  by  it. 

My  deareft,  deareft  creature,  would 
you  incur  a  maternal,  as  I  have  a  pa- 
temal,  maIedi6(ioB?  Would  not  the 
world  think  there  was  an  infe6lion 
in  my  fault,  if  it  were  followed  by 
Mil's  Howe?  There  are  fome  points  fo 
flagrantly  wrong,  that  they  will  not 
bear  to  be  argued  upon.  This  is  one 
of  them.  I  need  not  give  reafonsagainft 
iucbaralhnefs.  Heaven  foibid  that  it 
ihould  be  known  that  you  bad  it  but 
on<ee  in  your  thought,  be  your  motives 
«ver  fo  noble  and  generous,  to  follow 
fo  bad  an  example;  the  rather,  as  that 
you  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  want  the 
extenuations  that  might  be  pleaded  in 
my  favour)  and  particularly  that  one 
ot  being  furprized  into  the  unhappy 
iicpi 

The  rcftraint  your  mother  lays  you 
undtr,  would  not  have  appeared  heavy 
to  you,  but  on  my  account.  Would 
you  have  once  thought  it  a  hardlhip  to 
be  admitted  to  a  pari  of  her  bed?— >How 
did  I  ule  to  be  delighted  with  fuch  a 
favour  from  my  mother  I— How  did  I 
love  to  work  in  her  preience  !-»So  did 
you  in  the  prefence  of  yours  once.  And 
to  read  to  her  in  winter  eveni^igsl  know 
wnsoneof  your  joys.— Do  not  give  me 
caui'e  to  reproach  ffiyfiif  on  the  reafon 
that  m.^y  be  afiigned  for  the  change  in 

J'JU,  . 

Learn,  my  dear,  I  bcfeech  you  learn, 
to  fuhdue-  your  own  paflions.  Be  the 
iiu'tives  what  they  will,  excefs  is  ex- 
c  L  fs .  T  hofe  paHion s  i  n  ojir  fex,  which 
vvi'  take  no  pains  to  fubdue,  may  have 
ore  and  the  fame  fourcc  with  thofc  in- 
fi-t.-ifly  blocker  pafllions,  which  we  ufed 
lb  cficn  to  condemn  in  the  violent  and 


hcadftrong  of  the  other  fex;  and  wUch 
may  be  only  heightened  in  them  by 
cuftoin,  an«.l  thciryrr^r  alucatiov*  Let 
us  both»  my  dear,  ponder  well  this 
thought;  look  into  ourfelves,  and  fear. 

If  I  write,  as  I  find  1  muft,  I  infift 
upon  yctir  forbearing  to  write.  Your 
fi knee  to  this  (hall  be  the  fign  to  me» 
that  you  will  not  think  of  the  ralhnefs 
you  threaten  me  with;  and  that  you 
will  obey  your  mother  as  to  jour  owm 
part  of  the  correfpondence,  however: 
efpecially  as  you  can  inform  oradvife 
me  in  every  weighty  cafe  by  Mr.  Hick- 
man^s  pen. 

My  tremblini^  writing  will  fliew  you, 
my  dear  impetuous  creature,  what  a 
tt-embling.heart  you  have  given  ioyottr 
evfr-oihligfd,  or,  if  you  take  fo  ra(h  a 
ilep,  your  for 't-'ver  dij  obliged 

Clarissa  Harlowe. 


My  cloatViS  were  brought  to  me  Juft 
now.  But  ytni  have  lo  much  difcom* 
poft^d  me,  that  I  have  no  Inrart  to 
look  into  the  trunks.  Why,  why, 
my  dear,  will  you  fright  me  with 
your  tiaming  love  ?  Difcompi  uns 
gives  dJItrefs  to  a  weak  hcait,  whe- 
ther  it  ai  ife  from  fi  iend(kip  or  en- 
mity. 

A  fervant  of  Mr.  Lovcjacc carries  this 
to  Mr.  Hickman  for  difpatch-fakc. 
Let  that  worthy  man's  pen  relieve 
my  heart  from  this  new  uneafincls. 


LETTER    LXX. 

MR.  HICKMAN,    TO    MISS  CLARISSA 
HARLOWE. 

[sent  to  WILS0N*S  by  A  r  AATICCLM 
HAND.] 

PtIDAY,    MAT  5. 
MADAM, 

I  Have  the  honour  of  dear  Mifs  Howe's 
commands,  to  acquaint  you,  with- 
out knowing  the  occafion.  That  (he  is 
exceflively  concerned  for  the  concern 
(he  has  given  you  in  her  lall  letterrand 
that,  if  you  will  but  write  to  her,  un- 
der cover  as  before,  the  will  have  no 
thoughts  of  what  you  are  fo  very  ap- 
preheniive  about.-*Yet  (he  bid  mc 
write,  That  if  (he  has  but  the  Ui^ 
imagination  that  lliecany>ri/^  you,  and 
fa've  you,  thofe  are  her  words,  all  the 
cenfimt  of  the  world  will  be  but  of 
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iecond  confidcratlon  with  her.  I  have 
great  temptations »  on  this  occafion,  to 
exprefs  ray  own  rcfentmentt  upon  your 
prefcnt  ftate;  but  not  being  fully  ap- 
priicd  of  what  that  is— only  conjeitur- 
log  from  the  difturbance  upon  the 
mind  of  the  deareft  lady  in  the  world 
to  me,  and  the  moft  fmcere  of  friends 
to  you,  that  ibat  is  not  altogether  fo 


happy  as  were  to  be  wiflwd  5  and  being, 
moreover,  forbid  to  emer  into  the  crael 
fubje6l}  I  can  only  offer,  as  I  do,  mf 
belt  and  faithfullelt  fervices!  and  wi(h 
you  a  happy  deliverance  from  all  your 
troubles.  For  I  am,  moft  excellent 
j/oung  ladjf  your  faithful  atid  muji  cbe^ 
duntfervottt^ 

Ch.  Hickman. 
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LETTER   I. 

«»•  LOTIX.ACB,  TO   JOHN  BBL- 

TVltDAT,  MAY  %• 

y«V^*^^ERCURY,  atthefabu- 

♦  ^^     !►  lift  tells  ui,  having  the 
jl  M  ^T   curiofity  to  know  the  efti- 

f  j^  ^  mat  ion  he  ftood  in  amoaff 
\^  «^r  mortaUydeicendedindiu 
guife,  and  in  a  ftatuary*i 
iMip  cheapened  a  Jupiter,  then  a  Juno, 
tiMA  one,  then  another,  of  the  Du  ms^ 
jorui  and,  at  laft,  aiked,  What  price 
chat  fame  ftatue  of  Mircwj  bore }  *  O 

*  Sir,'  fays  the  artift,  *  buy  one  of  the 
<  others,  and  V\\  throw  you  in  that  for 
^  nothing.'* 

How  Iheeptih  muft  the  god  of  thieres 
look  upon  tnis  rebuff  to  his  vanity! 

So  thou  1  a  thonland  pounds  wouldil 
fhou  give  for  the  good  opinion  of  this 
finale  lady— To  be  only  thought  tole- 
rmj  of,  and  noi  quite  unworthy  of 
her  converfatfcen,  woisU  make  thee 
fanppy.  And  at  pavtinc  laft  niskt,  or 
rather  this  mormng,  mom  maSeft  me 
promife  a  few  lines  to  lulgwarc,  to  let 
tbre  know  what  (he  thinks  of  thcc^  and 
of  thy  brethren. 

njf  iboMfaadfouMds^  Jtuh^  isailtfy 
mwm:  fir  nujft  beartify  dms^9  difiikejt 
4di^fbi$04miukM4mi^^tUr^. 


lamfonrforittoo,  attothjrpMi 
for  two  reaions— Om,  that  I  think  th]f 
motive  for  thy  curiofify  was  fear  or 
confciouinefsi  wheieastlurtoftheareh* 
thief  was  yanity,  intolerable  vanityw 
And  he  was  thei«fore  juftly  lent  away 
with  a  bluik  upon  his  cheeks  to  Hei* 
Ten,  and  could  not  brag^The  oibtr^ 
that  I  am  afraid,  if  ihe  diflikes  tba^ 
Ihe  diflikea  «#i  for  are  we  not  biidt 
of  a  feather  r 

I  muft  never  talk  of  retormatio^^ 
Ihe  told  me,  having  fuch  companionsi 
and  taking  fuch  delight,  as  I  ftenaed 
to  take,  in  their  frothy  converiation* 

I,  no  more  than  you.  Jack,  ioaa* 
gined  ihe  could  poffiblylike  yes  but 
then,  as  nsf  friends,  I  thonsht  a  jper« 
fon  of  her  education  would  have  heea 
more  fparing  of  her  cenfiins. 

I  don't  know  how  it  i^,  Belfbrdt 
but  women  think  themfelves  entitlea 
to  take  any  freedoms  with  ns,  while 
we  are  unpolite,  forfooth,  and  I  can*t 
tell  what,  if  we  doo*t  tell  a  pack  of 
cnrM  lies,  and  make  black  white,  in 
tbehr  £avour^->tcachin|f  us  to  be  hypo« 
crltes,  vet  ftigmatising  US|  nt  oner 
times,  tor  deceivers. 

I  defended  ye  all  as  well  a*  I  conldi 
but  you  know  there  was  no  attemptfng 
ought  but  a  palliative  defence,  to  oiM 
of  her  principles. 

I  wtU  fumnMuriljr  give  thet  a  few  of 
ny  pleas. 

To 
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To  tbt  fur'e,  every  Httle  detiation 
|^a>ed  offenlive:  yet  I  faw  not,  that 
the^  wa$  any- thing  amifs  the  whole 
evening,  either  iq  the  words  or  beha- 
▼ioiir  of  any  of  iny  friends.  Some 
people  could  talk  but  upon  Me  or  tivo 
fubje6ls ;  ihe  upon  e'very  one.  No 
wonder,  therefore,  they  talked  to  what 
they  ufiderftood  beft;  and  to  mere  ob- 
)e£l8  of  fenfe.  Had  ihe  honoured  us 
with  more  of  ber  conver{ation;  ihe 
would  have  been  lefs  difgufted  with 
ours'y  for  flie  faw  how  every -one  was 
prepared  to  admire  her,  whenever  flic 
opened  her  lips.  You,  in  particular, 
bad  faid,  when  (he  retired,  that  virtue 
itfeir^oke  when  (hefpoke:  but  that 
you  had  fuch  an  awe  upon  you,  after 
ihe  had  favoured  us  with  an  obfenra- 
tion  or  two  on  a  fubjeft  ftarted,  that 
you  fliould  ever  be  afraid  in  her  com- 
pany, to  be  found  mofi  exceptionable, 
when  you  intended  to  be  Uajt  fo. 

Plainly,  flie  faid,  (he  neither  liked 
flfiy  companions,  nor  the  houie  (he  vras 
in. 

I  liked  not  the  houfe  any  more  than 
fhe :  thoxjgh  the  people  were  very  oblig- 
ing, and  (he  had  owned  they  were  lefs 
exceptionable  to  herfelf,  than  at  firft. 
And  wei  ewe  not  about  inotber  of  our 
own  ? 

She  did  not  like  MIfs  Partington-*- 
Let  ber  fortano  be  what  it  would,  and 
ihe  had  heard  a  great  deal  faid  of  her 
fortune,  (he  Ihould  not  chofe  an  inti- 
macy with  her.  She  thought  it  was  a 
hardfhip  to  be  put  upon  fuch  a  diffi- 
cutty  as  (he  was  put  upon  the  preced- 
ing night,  when  there  were  lodgers  in 
the  front-houfe,  whom  they  had  reafon 
to  be  freer  with,  than,  upon  fo  fliort 
an  acquaintance,  with  her. 

I  pretended  to  be  an  utter  (h'anger  as 
to  this  particular;  and,  when  (he  ex- 
plained herfelf  upon  it,  condemned 
Mrs.  Sinclair's  requeft,  and  called  it 
a  con(ident  one. 

She,  artfully,  made  lighter  'Of  her 
denial  of  the  girl  for  a  bed -fellow, 
than  (he  thought  of  it»  I  could  fee  that) 
for  it  was  plain,  (he  fuppofed  there  was 
room  for  me  to  think  (hq  had  been  ei* 
ther  ofuer-mcet  or  over-cautwus. 

I  offered  to  refent  Mrs.  Sinclair's 
freedom. 

No ;  there  was  no  great  matter  in  it* 
It  was  beft  to  let  it  pafs.  It  might  be 
thcoight  more  particular  in  her  to  deny 


fuch  a  requeft,  than  in  Mrs.  Sincllir 
to  make  it,  or  in  Mifs  Partington  to 
expc6l  it  to  be  complied  with.  But  as 
,  the  people  below  had  a  laige  acquainr- 
ance,  (he  did  not  know  how  often  (he 
might  have  her  retirements  invaded,  if 
(he  gave'  way.  And  indeed ,  there  were 
levities  in  the  behaviour  of  that  young 
lady,  which  (he  could  not  fo  far  pafs 
over  as  to  wi(h  an  intimacy  with  her. 

I  (aid,  I  liked  Mifs  Partington  as 
little  as  Jbe  could.  Mifs  Partington 
.  was  a  (illy  young  creature;  who  Teemed 
too  likely  to  juftify  the  watchfulnefsof 
hei' guardians  over  her.-^But,  never- 
thelefs,  as  to  her  general  conv^rfatioa 
and  behaviour  laft  night,  I  rouftowa, 
that  I  thought  the  girl  (for  girl  (he 
was,  as  to  difcretion)  not  exception- 
able; only  carrying  herfelf  Iik^  a  free 
good-natured  creature  who  believed 
herfelf  fecit^  in  the  honour  of  her 
company. 

It  was  very  well  faid  of  me,  (he  re- 
plied: but,  it  that  young  lady  were  fo 
well  fatis(|ed  with  her  company,  (be 
muft  needs  fay,  that  I  was  very  kind 
to>(bppofe  her  fuch  an  inmoceta — P^ 
her  own  part,  (he  had  feen  nothing  of 
the  London  world:  but  thought,  (he 
muft  tell  me  plainly,  that  ihe  never 
was  in  fuch  companv  In  ber  life;  nor 
ever  again  wi(hed  to  be  in  fuch. 

There,  Belfirdl-^Worfe  ^  them 
Mereuryt^^Art  thou  not?    . 

I  was  nettled.  Hard  would  be  the 
lot  of  more  di(creet  women,  as  far  as  I 
knew,  than  Mifs  Partington,  were 
they  to  be  judged  by  fo  rigid  a  virtue 
as  hers. 

Not  fo,  ihe  faid:  but  if  I  really  faw 
nothing  exceptionable  to  a  virtuous 
mind,  in  that  young perfon's behaviour, 
my  ignorance  of  better  behaviour  was; 
ihe  muft  needs  tell  me,  as  pitiable  as 
bers.  And  it  were  to  be  wiflied,  that 
minds  fo  paired,  for  their  own  fakes, 
ihould  never  be  feparated. 

See^  Jack,  tvhat  I  get  by  wry  charityf 

1  thanked  her  heartily.  B«t  fiud, 
that  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  obfervc, 
that  good  folks  were  generally  fo  ub« 
ch«ritable»  that,  devil  take  sne,  if  I 
would  cbufe  to  be  good,  were  the  coa- 
fequence  to  be,  that  I  muft  think  bald- 
ly of  the  whole  world  beiidea. 

She  congratulated  me  upon  my  cba- 
rity}  but  teJd^me,  that  to  emlarg/t  ber 
o*wnn  ibe  hoped  it  would  not  be  ex> 
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ififtqd  of  ^  to  ap^ve  of  tih«  ^ 
^MHi/iwy  I  had  brooght  ber  into  Uft 

/To  excefUom  fir  tbee,  Beifordl^ 

4  I  £i«r  Doc77^^«  beggiag  her  mv- 
dos,  that  ihe  liked  m-iKk^.    [Pms?- 

«vcrj  lat  ma  but  know  vh^m  and  what 
flie  did  or  did  not  lik<}  and»  if  pofli- 
Wa,  I  would  like  and  dtilikf  thp  vary 
im  peiiona  and  thin^* 

Sha  bid  m»  then,  ui  a  ftt»  df/Uh 

Cnrfidfiwrif-^Poff  ^  $hmk  fitt 
WUffi  not  fay  fir  ii  9nt  dqft  or  m$i 
mjgiif<'^'MdifoWt  maayi  tb4^$mif 

I  waa  10  foch  a  traiB  of  being  hap- 
pf^  I  faid,  boibva  toy  aarneflMla  lo 
procufe  her  to  iavovr  my  friandt  with 
iier  company*  that  I  wiflMd  tba  devil 
bad  had  as  well  my  fricndf  at  Mifa 
Partingion— >ABd  yet  I  muft  fty,  that 
'  J  faw  not  how  good  oeople  ooiild  an- 
fwcr  half  their  ead*  which  ie  to  reforan 
the  wicked  by  precept  as  well  as  avain- 
pla^  were  thi^  lo  aeeompafly  9niy  widi 
abc  good. 

I  had  lika  to  have  bean  biafted  by 
two  or  three  flaflies  of  Hghtning  fnan 
her  indignant  eyes|  and  ihe  toimad 
komfulJy  from  mB»  and  retired  to  htr 
evwB  apaitaient. 

Otusmmre^  Joik^fifi^  mihwfi^f 
i$tbfib9ufaidp9tmdt^ 

She  Ays,  I  am  not  a  polite  imn  t  h«t 
ia  ibe>  in  the  inftance  before  its»  mora 
poliia  for  ft  woman  f 

And  A0W9  doft  tbon  aetthinky^  that 
I  owt  mrehanner  ibme  revenge  for 
her  cmnty  19  obliging  Aieh  a  fiae 
yoong  areaturet  and  fo  vaft  a-fortone, 
•a  Mais  Partington,  to  crond  into  -i^ 
piola-bod  with  Doficaa  the  maid.'ftrr 
vava  of  Ihe  prood  refaii9r?«-*Mifs  iPar- 
ttaglon  too  fwtth  tears)  dedafsad  by 
Mra.  SiAdatr»  that  would  Mrs.  Lova- 
Woa  do  her  die  honour  of.  a  vi£t  at 
Batftatf  tho  be^  bed  and  bcft  room  in 
htr  ctMvdian's  hdu&  Hioold  be  at  har 
ArvSa.  TUnJUfttfaAo,  thatleooM 
iwr  g«aia:ae  her  dMuDoumUd  feamof 
■ser^^ThatflKapsitehanded,  tharehe 

aofid  liytord  wo«dd  aanfaailoavao 
poffeffion  of  idf  9«i9r^r«tAndehat 
Mi6  Farthiglatt  would  ha  willing  So 
I  iWt'»f  iaaaof  Juftorr 


Thus,  then,  thov  both  remindeH, 
and  deiieft  ma*  charmer  1-^And  (inee 
thou  relieft  more  on  thy  own  precaution 
than  upon  my  honouri  be  it  untotheei 
fair-one,  as  thou  aMirehendeftl 

.And  now.  Jack,  let  me  know,  what 
thy  opinion,  and  the  opinions  of  thy  A 
brother  varlets,  are  of  my  Gloriana, 

X  have  juft  no^r  heard,  that  Hannah 
hopes  to  be  ibon  well  enough  to  attend 
har  young  lady,  when  in  London,  jit 
Aems  Ihe  girl  has  had  no  phyfician.  I 
mull  fend  her  9ne^  out  of^puie  love 
and  reTpeft  to  her  miftrefs.  Who 
kiHMPM  out  medicine  may  tueaktm  na- 
ture, aBd>lrr;i!glAMrthe  diieaft?— Aa 
her  malady  ia  not  a  fit^r^  very  likely 
it  OMy  do  io*-«J^utperhapa  thewench'a 
hopes  are  too  forwarJ.  Blufifritig 
wt0hir  m  this  month  jit,'^Aod  that 
ia  bad  %  rhaumaiick  complainta. 


liETTER   U. 

MH.  tOVSLA^B,  TO   JOHN   »«!,» 
VORO,  Ba^ 

TuafrOAT,  MAT  fU 

JO  S  T  aa  I  had  fealed  1^  the  in^ lofed, 
comas  a  letter  to  my  beloved,  in^i 
aover  to  me,  direfiad  to  Lord  M/s« 
From  whom,  thinkeft  tlioul^trFnim 
Ate.  Howe  I 

«  And  what  the  eonteata  ?' 

How  &ould  I  know,  unleft  ^  dear 
oreature  had  communicated  them  to 
me }  But  a  very  crael  letter  I  baliave  it 
u»  hf  th0.  tjfoB  it  ha4  upom  h^r.  The 
tears  ran  down  lier  cheeks  aa  flui  lead 
its  and  her  colour  changed  feveral 
times.  Noendof  herperucutions,  I 
think!  .. 

*  What  a  cruelty  in  my  fate  !*  faid 
the;  (Weet  lamanter.-i>  l^ow  the  ftf(y 
<  comfort  of  my  life  muft  be  given 
«  up!' 

Mt£i  flowa*a  c^ndpendance,  no 
doubt. 

But  Jbtuid  (he  be  lb  much  gneved  at 
thiai  This  coirre()»ndence  was  prohi- 
-bitad  befort,  and  that,  to  the  dm^h' 
lar^in  the  ftroogeft  termai  hot  yet 
.tan4ed«n.by^0r/rc  alihoitgh  a  hntce  of 
intp&i^abkii  an*4  pleafe  ye.  Could 
-Ihvf 'expeft,'tbsit  a  mother  wovld  not 
vinwicate  hct  audiorityf— -and  finding 
her  pvohibition  inemftttal  with  her 
'MttMia  ikmihiPy  v^  it  not  raafon- 
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•abletoftippofcftcwoqWtry  wbttcf-    Booitsl  with  htr   coiivaifttfott,    eaA 
fcA  it  would  htvc  upon  her  tiMtghtir"*!    hairdly  dcfcend  to  give;  md  yeiihe  — 


frUndP'^hnd  now'  I  believe  the  end 

will  be  effcautlly  tnfwered:  for  my 

beloved,  I  darefty,  will  make  a  point 

of  confcience  of  it. 
^  .     I  hate  cruelty,  efpecially  in  «wo0if«; 
and  (honld  have  bee»  more  conccj-ncd 
for  this  inftancc  of  it  in  Mra.  Howe, 
liad  I  not  had  a  ftronger  inftance  of  the 

*»  fame  in  my  beloved  to  Mife  Partinff- 
tonj  for  how  did  fhe  know»  fince  (he 
'was  fo  much  afraid  for  berfilf,  whom 
Dorcas- might  1ft  in  to  that  innocent 
and  left  iffatcb/ul yotJtig  lady }  Bof  tte- 
vcrthclefs  I  muft  needs  own,  that  I  am 

'  not  very  forry  for  this  prohibition,  let 
it  originalfy  come. frrtm  the  Harlowis, 
or  from<wbm  it  nvHl\  bccaufc  I  make 

uo  doubt,  that  it  fs  owing  to  Mifa 
Howe,  inagrcatmerfure,  thatm3^be- 
loved  is  fo  much  upon  her  guard,  and 
chinks  fo  hardly  of  me.  .And  who 
can  tell,  as  chataOerM  biti^i  fo  ten- 
dity  and  fome  difguifes  fo  flimjy,  what 
conftqnenccs  might  follow  thia  uudu- 
tiful  correfpondencc?— I  fay,  there- 
fore, I  am  not  forry  for  it:  now  will 

•  Ibe  not  have  any-body  to  compare  notes 
witli}  any-body  to  alarm  her;  and  I 
may  be  faved  the  guilt  and  difobiiga- 
tion  of  infpcaing  into  a  contefpondence 
that  has  long  made  mc  uneafy. 

How  every- thing  works*  for  me!— 
Why  win  this  charming  cteaturc  make 
Jucb  conirhfonces  neccOary,  as  will  in- 
creafe  my  trouble,  and  my  gniit  too, 
aft  fome  will  account  it  ?  But  why,  ra- 
ther I  ihould  aflc,  wUl  flie  fight  agaiaft' 
htrftars? 


LETTER    in. 


vit. 


BELFOUD,  TO  KOBltT  LOVB- 
.  LAC1,'B8^ 


BftewAaa,  TvasstAT  vionr, 

MAYS. 

WITHOUT  ftaying  for  the 
promifedletter  from  you  toin- 

f9rm.ua. what  tbf  lady  feys.of  ##»  I 
.  wttc  to  teU  you>  that  we  are  all  of.«r* 

opiA»on.wi|kvKegar4 JUli^r;  .w|Mc|\i», 
.that  there  m  not.pf  keriage 9  fiftw:  W<^- 

niao  in  the  worid,  aaito  .her  va^div- 
Ending.    As-for  luw  perfon,  &e  is 

at  the  age'ef  bll^m,  aad.ani  a^mini- 

ble  cresiwre}. ap«feft  beaMltijr ::  ibuf  Mt 
poorer  pi-aifci  ajAi^^  who  haft  becaho* 


brought  amongft  us  contrary  t9  ber 
Will. 

Permit  me,  dear  Lovdaoe,  to  bet. 
means  of  (aving  this  exaellent  creatvie 
from  the  dangers  Ae  hourly  runs  firoia 
the  moft  plotting  heart  tir'the  world. 
In  a  former,  I  pleaded  your  own  fam?- 
ly.  Lord  M/swiihesparticuliriy;  and 
then  I  had  not  ieen  her:  but  now,  I 
join  herhkey  boMUr's  fake,  niofiverof 
]uftice,  generoiity,  mfitude,  and  bn* 
mahity,  which  are  all  oonceraed  in  the 
preferyation  of  fo  fine  a  woman.  Thoa 
knoweft  not  the  anguift  I  ftould  have 
had  (whence  arifing,  I  cannot  devi^) 
had  I  not  known  before  I  fet  out  this 
morning,  that  the  incomparable  ftca> 
ture  had  difappointed  thee  i»t]iy  curfed 
view  of  getting  her  to  admit  the  fpt- 
ciouft  Partington  for  a  bedfellow. 

I  have  done  nothing  but  talk  of  thia 
lady  ever  iince  I  faw  h^.  There  is 
fomethinff  yd  eevrful^  and  yety^  fr^eel^ 
tn  her  aipe£t,  that  were  I  to  have  the 
virtues  and  the  graces  all  drawn  in  one 
piece,  they  fliould  be  taken,  every  one 
of  them,  from  different  airs  and  attri- 
butes in  her.  She  was  bom  to  adorn 
the  age  ihe  was  giveii  to,  and  would  be 
an  ornament  to  the  firfl  dignity.  What 
'  a  piercing,  yetgentleeyc)  every  glance, 
■I  thought,  mingled  with  love  and  far 
of  yout  What  a  fweet  fnule  darting 
'thrpujrh  tke  cloud  that  ovafpread  her 
fair  race,  demon ftratioff  that  Ihe  bad 
■Bore.apprebenfiona  and  grief  at  ber 
■  bent,:  ttoi  ihe  cared  to  expvefs! 

You  mav  think  what  1  am  going  la 
write' too  flighty;  but,  by  my  £iitb,  I 
have  conceived  fuch  a  pmfinind  reve- 
rence fbr  her  ftnfe  and  pdgmeilt^  that, 
far  from  thinkh^  the  man  cxevfible 
who  Ihould  treat  £r  bafely,  X  am  leady 
to  regret  that  fuch  an  angel  of  a  wo- 
-  into  mould  even  marry.  She  ia  i»iny 
.eye  all  minds'  and  were  flie  to  tnaat  wia 
•  a  man  all  mind  likewife,  why  (bouM 
the  charmtng.qualities  flie  iamiHrtlsof, 
..beendanffered?  Why  ihould  fuch  ao 
-.aagel  be  j^uosed  foiow  aa  intotlie  vol- 
gar oflloes'of  domeftick  life  ?  Were  hit 
.'mine, :  I  ftould  insdtty  ^Ih  to  fie  ber  a 
mothar,  iudeft  there  wtre  a  kind  ef 
.mcval.cMairi^9  that  minda  tJdbo^lic^ 
.couM  bo-propagated.  For  vrhy«  in 
Uhort,  ihould  not  thrwo^  of  faodicft 
}sfiMt  to:asi!r«  bodiha?  I  kBo#^  tbtt 
you  yoorftlf  have  an  opinion  of  her 
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Side  left  mllvd.  Beltoii»  Mowbn^y^ 
Tourvrlk,  aa-e  all  of  my  mind}  ^ire 
foil  of  her  jpraife^  and  fwear,  it 
^rould  be  a  milnon  of  pities  t*  ruin  a 
voman  in  whoft  fidi  none  but  devils 
canr^oice*   .  .       ^        „ 

What  oittft  that  merit  and  excaience 
lie  -which  can  extort  this  from  us,  free 
Iiver%  like  yoorfelf,  and  all  of  us 
your  partial  friends,  who  have  joined 
^ith  you  in  your  juft  re£entments  a* 

linft  the  re(t  pf  her  family,  and  of- 
_j«d  our  affiftance  to  caccuic  your 
^vengeance  on  tfaem?  But  .we  cannot 
4hink  it  reafonable,  that  you  (hould 
puniih  an  innocent  creature,  who  loves 
you-fo  well)  and  who  is  in  your  pro - 
te£Uon«  and  has  fuffered  £o  much  for 
you»  forthe  faults  of  her  relations. 

And  here  iet  xne  put  a  ferious  quef- 
^on  or  tw^  '  Thinkeft  thou,  truly  ad- 
mirable  as  this  lady  is,  that  the  end 
thou  propofeft  to  thy£elf,  if  obtained, 
as  anfwerable  to  the  means^  to  ;he 
trouble  thou  giveft  thyfelf,  and  to  tho 
perfidies,  tricks,  ftratagems,  and  con* 
trivances,  thou  haft  already  been  guilty 
of,  andftill  meditated?  iia  every  ^-ead 
excellence  (he  furpalTesaiUerrex.  But 
in  thfi  article  thou  feekeA  to  fubdueher 
ifor,  a  mere  fenfualtft,  a  Partinj^tob^.a 
Hixton^.  a  Martin,  would  make  a  fen- 
fualift  a  thoufaod  times  happier  than 
ibe  either  will  or  can. 

f  Sweet  axe  the  joys  that  come  with  wllllns* 
.<ncfs,' 

And  wouldft  thou  malce  bir  unhappy 
for  her  whole  life,  and  %/4r(f  not  hap- 
py for  a  fingle moment? 

Hitherto,  it  is  not  too  late;  and  that 
pechape  is  as  much  as  can  be  faid,  if 
thou  meancft  to  prefei-ve  her  elleem  and 
good  opinion,  as  well  as  perfonj  for  I 
think  it  is  impoflible  (he  can  get  out  of 
thy  hands'  now  (he  is  in  this  curfed 
lioufe.  O  that  damned  hypocritical 
Sinclair,  as  thou  callcft  herl  How  was 
Itpoifibk  fiiethould  behave  fo  fneciouflv 
as  (he  did  all  the  time  the  lady  ftasd  with 
m!«-Be  honeft.  and  mariys  and  be 
thankful  that  me  will  condefcend  to 
have  thee.  If  thou  doil  not,  thou 
wilt  be  the  worft  of  men;  and  wHt  be 
condemned  in  this  world  and  the  next: 
aalamiiirethououghteft,  and  Ihould- 
eft  too,  wert  thou  to  be  judged  by  one, 
who  Btrer  deface  was  To  much  touched 


in  a  woman's  favovr;  and  whom  tbott 
knowtft  tQ  be  tfy  fartiai /riaui, 

J.  Belford. 

Our  companions  confented,  that  t 
fliould  withdraw  to  write  to  the 
abov^e  ifft^.  They  can  make  no- 
thing of  the  chara6(ers  we  write 
in(  10  i  read  this  to  thenu  They 
approve  of  it;  and  of  their  own 
motion  each  man  would  fet  his 
name  to  it.  X  would  not  delay 
fending  it,  for  fear  of  fome  dc- 
teilable  fcheme  taking  place. 

Thomas  Beltok, 

RlCHAItDMoWBRAri' 

James  TouaviLLB. 

'  Juft  now  are  brought  me  both  yours. 
I  vary  not  my  opinion,  nor  for- 
bear ray  cameft  prayers  to  you  in 
her  behalf,  notwithftanding  her 
diHike  of  me. 


LETTER    IV. 

MR.   LOVELACE,   TO  JOHN   8B£* 
FORD,  B8<^ 

WlDKaSDAT,  MAT  %m 

WHEN  I  have  already  taken 
painf  to  acquaint  thee  in  full 
with  regard  to  mv  views,  defigns« 
and  refoTutioiis,  witn  regard  to  this  ad- 
nurable  woman,  it  is  very  extraordi-, 
nary,  that  thou  (houldft  vapour  aa 
thou  doft  in  her  behalf,  when  I  have 
made  no  trial,  no  attempt:  and  vet» 
giveft  It  as  thy  opinion  in  a  former  let* 
ter,  that  advantagje  $My  bi  taken  of 
thefituation  flie  is  in;  and  that  fbtmty 
^/overcome. 

fhat  which  refpe^ts  the  difierence  as  to 
the  joys  to  be  given  by  the  virtuous 
and  the  libertine  of  her  it%^  are  fitter 
to  come  in  as  after-refie6lions,  than  a< 
antecedencus, 

I  own  with  thee,  and  with  the  poet» 
That  fweet  are  tbejps  tbat  come  *uritb 
m;tUingnefs — ^But  is  it  to  be  expected, 
that  a  woman  of  education^  and  a  iover 
of  forms,  will  yield  before  (he  is  at- 
tacked ?  And  have  I  fo  much  as  fum- 
moned  this  to  furrender  ?  I  doubt  not 
but  I  (hall  meet  with  diHicitUy.  I  muft 
^  M  a  tberefora 
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tYtttdoirt  miikt  *y  HHt  dfcrt  by  f'*- 
prize.  Thcrt  mtf  pdftbly  be  fome 
trutltjf  neceflaryi  but  there  in«)r  be 
^fl«/ir«/  in/mggUi  there  may  htyiiU* 
ing  in  rej^ance.  But  the  firft  cunflift 
over,  whether  the  following  may  not  be 
v^ealcer  and  weaker,  till  imiiiimefs  en- 
foe,  rt  the  point  to  be  tried.  I  will  iU 
laftrate  what  I  hare  iaid  by  the  fimile  of 
a  bird  new-caught.  We  begmi  when 
boys,  with  birds  \  and  when  grown  op» 
go  on  to  womenj  and  both  perhaps^  m 
turn,  experience  our  (portive  cruelty. 

Haft  tnou  not  ob(erved  the  chann-. 
ing  gradationa  by  which  the  enfn^ied 
▼oiatde  has  been  brought  to  bear  with 
it's  new  condition  ?  How«  at  firft,  re- 
fufingall  fuftenafice,  itbeatsand  bruiies 
itfelf  againft  it's  wires,'  till  it  makes 
it*s  gay  plumage  ily  about,  and  ow- 
fpread  ifs  well-recured  cage.    (low  it 

fets  out  it's  bead;  ftickingonly  at  it's 
eautifui  ihoulders:  then,  with  diffi- 
culty,'drawing  back  it's  head,  itgafps 
for  breath,  and  ere^Iy  perched,  with 
meditating  eyes,  firft  (unreys,  and  then 
attempts,  it's  wired  canopy..  As  it 
gets  breath,  with  renewed  ragc^  itbeata 
and  bruifes  again  it's  pretty  head  and 
fides,  bites  the  wires,  and  pecks  attbt 
Angers  of  it's  delighted  tamer.  Till 
at  laft,  findine  it's  efforts  inefie^hial, 

Suite  tired  and  breathlefs,  it  layaitiUf . 
own,  and  pants  at  the  bottom  of  tbe 
cage,  deeming  to  bemoan  it's  cruel  fate 
and  forfeited  liberty.  And  after  a' 
few  days  it's  ftniggles  to  efcape  ftill 
diminiiningas  it  finds  it  to  no  purpo^ 
to  attempt  it,  it's  new  habitation  be- 
comes familiar;  and  it  hops  abont  from 
perch  to  perch,  reibmes  it's  wonted 
chearfulnefs,  And  every  day  flngsa  fohg 
to  arouftitftlf,  and  reward  it's  keeper. 
Now,  let  me  tell  thee,  that  I  have 
'  known  a  bird  a6lually  ftarve  itielf,  and 
die  with  grief,  at  it's  being  caughtand 
caged.  Sut  never  did  I  meet  with  a 
wpraan,  who  was  fo  filly.— Yet  I  have 
bea^d  the  dear  fouls  moil  vehementiy 
threaten  their  own  lives  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafioo.  Bnt  it  is  faying  nothing  in  a 
woman*!  favour,  it  we  do  not  allow 
ber  to  have  moreftHfitboB  a  bird.  And 
yet  we  muft  all  own,  that  it  is  mote 
difficult  to  catch  zbird^mladj. 

To  ^nrfue  the  comparifon— ^f  the 
difappomtment  of  the  captivated  lady 
be  very  great,  ihe  will  threaten,  indeed, 
as  I  faid  t  fire  will  even  refufe  her  Ai- 
flenanctfor  feme  time,  efpeciaily  if  you 


catrett  ber  m«ich,  aad  fte  tttaka  to 
gives  yo«  t^ncerd  by  ber  rtfslU.  Bnc 
then  ciie  ft6macb  of  the  dear  folktt  cne 
will  Iboh  return.    *Tit  pmtyto  lee 
hkiw  file  comes  to  by  degrees ;  pceftd* 
by  appetite,  flie  will  firftfteal,  peiinjb»' 
a  weeping  morfer  by  herfelf;  then  \m 
btxnt|rlit  ib  piddle  and  figfa,  and  ligk 
and  piddle,  bcfiire  yoa;  bow-and-tbeD, 
if  her  viands  be  nnfavoory,  fmJIowing 
vrith  them  a  rdilhing  tdir  or  tw<6:  ^nea 
Ihe  comes  to  eat  and  drink,  to  oblige 
you :  then  refel ves  to  live  for  year  fid^e  r 
her  exclamations  will,  in  the  ticxt  place, 
betninedintobhmdiihmentt;  bcrvdir-' 
ifient  opbraidings  into  gentle  mormitr- 
in^«  HoWi^BT^you,  traitor  r-^iottf 
'How  nM  yon,  deareftr'   She  wiU 
drawyon  to  her,  inftead  of  pnlbhiig  y«m 
from  Iter :  no  longer,  with  tinflieatiied 
daws,  will  fte  refift  you^  bot,  like  a 
prettv,  i^yfnl,  wanton  kitten,  airitli 
gentle  paws,  and  concealed  talons,  tap 
yonr  cheek,  Snd  with  interminglea 
Antlte,  and  tears,  and  catefles,  ini|3ai« 
yotir  confideration  for  ber,  and  joor 
conjhkieyi  allthefavoarftetfaenbasto 
A  of  you  !**-And  this  is  the  time,.wete 
it  given  tb  m>n  to  confine  himielf  tA 
ene  ofojtft,  to  be  happier  every  daythatt 
another* 

Now,  Beltbrd,  were  I  to  go  no  lar< 
flier  than  I  have  gone  with  my  beloved 
MifsHarlowe,  how  ihaU  I  Know  tfat 
difierence between  ber  and  tmothgrhitii 
To  let  her  fly  now,  what  a  pretty  yA 
would  that  be!— 'How  do  I  know,  ex- 
cept I  try,  whether  iie  may  not  be 
brought  to  fing  mie  k  fine  fong,  and  l» 
be  as  well  eantented  as  I  have  brtwghl 
other  birds  to  be>  and  very  (by  oncA* 
too? 

fint  now  let  us  refi^  a  little  npoa 
the  confounded  partiality  of  ns  baman 
treatises.  I  can  give  two  or  three  {a* 
bijliar,  and  if  they  were  mt  fl^Mar^ 
they  would  htjb9chng^  inftancei  of  thi 
cruelty  both  of  men  and  women,  with 
re/pea  to  other  creatures,  perfaftpt  it 
Worthy  as  (at  Icaft  more  innocent tlua) 
tbemfetvcs.  Bv  my  foul,  >ck,  theft 
is  more  bf  the  uvage  in  human  aatdit 
than  we  are  commonly  awdipe  of.  Nor 
Is  It,  ^t  all,,  fo  much  amifs,  that  «e 
fometjQies  avengis  £be  more  ibteMtflt 
animals  upon  onr  own  ^cies. 
To  pai'ticulars  t 

Row  ufbal  a  thing  is  it  tat  wotoHA, 
as  welt  as  Men,  without  fhV  liaft  it- 
■lorfe,  to  eniaire,  to  cage^  and  tonnent^ 

pad 
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«b4  rren  witYilnsrntitg  WtHngUiM^e* 
to  pat  out  t^c  eyes  of  the  p^or  f«atfiett(l 
Ibrtgfter,  iThou  feeft  I  have  ftot  yet 
done  with  birds;]  which,  hoinrever)  iii 
BToportion  to  it*t  bulk,  hk%  inor«  life 
dian  themfelves,  (fbr abkd  n  ill  foul  0 
and  of  confeqaence  has  m  ^och  f«elif>g 
aa  the  htsntan  creature  1  When  at  th« 
ftaie  titncy  if  tn  boneft  fellofw,  by  the 
feti^eft  perfuafion,  aod  the  fofteft  arta, 
has  the  good  httk  to  prevail  apon  a 
OKwed-up  hdy,  to  countenance  her 
own  «rcap^  and  flie  confentt  to  break- 
cage,  and  be  fet  a  flyiitg  mt6  th^  all- 
cfa«aring  air  t^  liberty,  merty  onus! 
^rhat  ac  otxtcry  is  generally  raifiid  againft 
kins! 

JxM  like  what  y;on  aMl  I  once  taw 
raifed  in  a  paltry  village  near  Chclma* 
^ordy  after  a  poor  hunj|ry  ffua,  ^bo, 
wafichhrg  his  opportuhity,  had'ftiieed 
by  cfae  neck,  and  fltouldered,  a  ileek- 
Icachcred  goofe:  at  what  time  we  be* 
beld  rKe  whole  Ticinage  cf  boya  and 
giHs»  <^<inien,  and  old  worticfni  %\l  the 
furrows  and  wrinkles  of  the  latter  filled 
tip  witli  malice  for  the  time :  the  old  men 
armed  ti»ith  prongs,  pitchfotica,  clubsy 
andcatfticks}  theoldwotnen  with  mops, 
brooTTis,fire-flioTels,  tohgs,  and  pokers^ 
and  the  youngtrfry  with  dirt,Aonea)and 
bnck-bata,  gathering  as  they  i^A  like  a 
fiiowhall,  in  purfuit  of.  the  wind^ut- 
flripping  prowler;  all  the  mongrel  ctirs 
«r  the  ctrrnmjactndes  yelp,  yHp^  yelp, 
at  their  faeels,  compleattng  the  horrid 
choru«. 

Rcmemhereft  thott  not  this  fcene? 
barely  thbn  muft.  My  iaiaginatron, 
inflamed  by  a  tender  fympatby  for  the 
^hmi^tfr  of  the  adventuitnts  marauder, 
tepi  ef^ta  it  to  my  eye,  as  if  it  wfete  but 
wcftei-day.  And  doS  thou  n^t  recoiled 
bow  genei-oofly  glad  we  wene,  as  if  our 
own  caf^,  that  honeft  Reyi^ard,  %y  the 
hrip  of  a  lucky  ftyk,  erer  which  Mfth 
i^d  and  young  tumbled  up6n  one  afio* 
thery  and  a  winding  c<2urre,  efcaped 
their  brutal  fur/,  and  liyi«g  tatflicks  j 
slid  how,  iti  fancy,  we  followed  him  f6 
his  un<iircovered  retreat;  «hd  imagined 
.^^  lyeheMthetnttepM  »h(«f  enjoying  his 
^^^.canied  purchase  with  a  delight  pro>> 
portioned  to  his  paft  datigti-  ? 

I  ofi<A  ifAde  a  eh«Miing  Kttk  finrage 

ft  merely  repent  the  de1%ht  flit  tdok  tn 

^ehk^  her  tabby  faVourite  make  cruel 

^^(^    wthh  a  nlT^y  fledk  bcadMcyed 

'  ^^ttle,  before  &e  devoured  it.   •"Egad, 

r  love/  iaid  I  to  riiyftlf,  ts  1  iat 
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iMdititingthelcCfie,  'Taviid^termineA. 
*-  to'  lie  in  wait  for  a  fit  opportanity  t» 

*  try  how  tbom  wilt  like«o  be  toft  oyer 

*  my  head,  and  be  caught  aga'm  i  how^ 

*  thou  wilt  like  to  be  parted  frusn  me^ 

<  and  palled  to  me.  Yet  wfli  I  rather 

<  give  1  !fe  than  take  k  away,  as  this  bar« 

<  barous  ^tradrapede  has  at  laftiionebf 
«  her  prey.'  And  after  all  was  over  be* 
fwettt  my  ^rl  and  me,  I  reminded  her 
af  the  incideat  ta  which  my  re<bi4rtiask 
was  owtngk 

Nor  had  I  at  anMher  tine  any  mercf 
upon  the  daughter  of  an  old  epicttr% 
who  had  taught  the  girl,  without  sbe 
haft  rtmorft,  to  toeft  Tobftcrs  alive;  tm 
canfeapoor  pig  to  be  whipped  tode«N!i| 
to  fcrape  carp  th6  eontraiV  way  of  tha 
Ibalcii,  mallilig  them  leap  lato  the  tetar^ 
part,  aad  dreffing  theMi  in  their  awif 
Mood  for  fauce.  And  this  ibr  loanry* 
fake,  and  to  provoke  an  appetite;  which 
I  had  without  ftimalation,  in  my  way» 
and  that  I  can  tell  thee  a  very  ratenoiti 
aae. 

Many  more  inftances  of ^tbe  likent« 
ttiie  to\i\A  I  fi^ive,  were  I  to  leave  no* 
thing  to  thyftlfi  to  ftiew  that  fke  bet 
take  the*  fatnt  Itbertiea*  and  perhap* 
worfe,  with  fome  fort  of  creatures,  that 
we  take  with  others;  all  <rvarar/j  ftslll 
and  creatures  too,  as  I  have  obierved 
above,  replete  with  ftron^  life,  and  fta« 
fible  feeling !— If, therefore, people  pre- 
tend to  mercy,  let  noercy  go  through  aD 
their  anions.  I  have  itad  fomesSwit^ 
TbAt  a  merci/ul  man  ij  merciful  /o  bU 
beafl. 

Sd  ffitich  at  pre(ent  fpr  tboft  rarta  of 
thy  letter  tn  which  thou  urgeft  to  wt 
motives  of  oompaflion  for  the  lady. 

But  I  gilefs  at  thy  principal  m«tt«» 
in  thil  thy  earaeftaefs  in  behalf  of  thia 
charming  creature.  I  know  that  t haa 
torrefpohdeft  >idth  Lard  M.  wlia  il  iai* 
patient,  and  has  long  been  defirans,  Ift 
fee  me  fliackled.  And  thou  wallteft  ta 
make  a  merit  with  the  uacle,  with  k 
view  to  one  of  his  nieces.  Butkaoweft 
thou  not,  that  m  comfemt  will  be  waAt^ 
ing  toeompleat  thy  wiflieaN«<-ARd  whaft 
a  eommendatiah  will  it  bt  «f  thee  la 
fucfa  a  girl  to  Charlotte,  when  X  ftaH 
Acquaint  her  with  the  affront  then  p*t* 
teft  npon  the  whdle  fax,  by  aikin|f^ 
fl^itbtt^thhikPtyr^nifMrd.'wbthtba^ 
fubfBbtedfbf  mofi  cbarmuig*wmamm$ke 
^uvrU,  njM  ^  iqkal  h  mj  4roMe?^^ 
Which,  thinkeftthou,  will  a  woman  of 
^tritlboncft forgive)  the  undervaluing 

varlet 
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T»rlct  whor  fmi  put  fuch  a  tpujdhn  \  vft 
bim,  wiio  prefers  the  puffuk  and  eon* 
mefi  of  a  fine  'tif/oman  to  all  the  jcys  of 
tjfii  Have  1  notJcnown  even  a  virtH" 
ous  ivoauutf  as  fhe  would  be  thought, 
now  everlafting  antipathy  to  a  man  vrho 
pve  put,  that  flie  was  too  old  far  him  /» 
edtempt?^  And  did  not  Eflex's  perronal 
leficAion  on  Qu««n  Elisabeth,  that  (he 
was  old  aad  crooked,  contribute  more  ta 
^$  roioy  than  his  treafon  ? 

But  another  word  or  two,  as  to  thy: 
•bie^ioo  relating  u^  my  trouble  And 
ireward. 

Does  nottbe  keen  fox^hunter  endan* 
ger  his  neck  and  his  bones  in  purfuit 
•fa  veronsn,  wbichy  when  killed,  isjiei- 
ther  fit  food  for  men  nor  dogs  f 

Do  not  the  hunters  of  the  noble  game 
ViUie  the  venifon  lefs  than  the  fport  f 

Why  then  fliould  I  be  reflected  upon, 
pad  the  fex  affronted,  for  my  patience 
^d  perseverance  in  the  moK  noble  of 
yll  chaces)  and  fur  not  being  a  poacher 
in  love,  as  thy  queliion  may  be  modi  U 
implyl      \ 

Learn  of  thy  mafter,  for  the  future^ 
to  treat  more  refpe^fully  a  fex  that 
jfieids  Mt  our  principal  oiTerfions  and 
flights. 

PfiQcecd  a&OD« 


LETTER    V, 

liR.LOVSLACE.  |N  CONTINUATION. 

WELL  fayed  thou,  that  mine  is 
the  m^  plotting  heart  in  the 
m/orld.  Thou  dolt  ine  honour  j  and  I 
thank  thee  heartily.  Thou  art  no  bad 
|udge.  How  like  Boileau*^  parfon,  I 
Arut  behind  my  double  chin !  Am  I  not 
iftbliged  to  deferve  thy  compliment? 
And  wouldii  thou  have  me  repent  of  a 
murder  before  I  have  committed  it? 
'  The  Virtues  and  the  Graces  are  this 

*  Iady*s  handmaids.  She  was  certainly 

*  born  to  adorn  the  age  Ate  was  given 
«  to/^Well  faid,  Jack— <  And  would 
^  be  an  ornament  to  the  firil  dignity.* 

.  :But  what  praife  is  that,  vnlefs  the  firft 
dignity  were  adorned  with  the  firft  me- 
jit?— Dignity  1  gewgaw!— F*;^?  dignity! 
,lhou  ideot!— Art  tnou,  who  knoweft 
«M,  fo  taken  with  ermine  and  tinfel?— 
I,  who  have  won  the  gold^  am  only  fit 
to  wear  it.    For  the  tuture,  theretore^ 


voretSi  thy  fMIe,  and  prDclunr  her  l|l  i 
ornament  of  the  haraieft  man,  and  (re*. 
fpe£ling  herfelf  and  fex)  the  griatti 
conqueror  in  the  world. 

Then ,  that  die  loaves  me,  as  then  ima* 
gineft,  by  no  means  appears  dear  \9 
me.  Her  condi  donal  oners  to  renonnce 
me;  the  little  confidence  flte  places  in 
me;  entitle  me  to  a(k,  What  merit  caa 
ihe  have  with  a  man,  who  won  her  ia 
ijpite  of  herfelf;  and  who  fairly,  in 
iet  and  obftLuate  battle,  took  her  pri- 
foner  ? 

As  to  what  thoQ  Inferred  from  her 
eyi  when  with  us,  thou  knoweft  nothinc 
of  her  heart  from  that,  if  thou  imagineft 
there  was  one  glance  of  love  (hot  from 
k»  Well  did  1  nott  her  eve,  and  p^iply 
did  I  fee,  that  it  was  all  but  joft  civil 
difgttft  to  me  and  to  the  cy>mpany  I  had 
brought  her  into.  Her  early  retiring 
that  night,  againft  all  entreaty,  might 
have  convinced  thee,  that  tnert  was 
very  little  of  the  gentle  in  her  heart  for 
me.  And  her  eye  never  knew  what  it 
was  to  contradift  her  heart. 

She  is,  thou  fayeft,  aU  mind.  So  fay 
I.  But  why  (houldft  thou  imagine,  that 
fuch  a  mind  as  hers,  meeting  with  fach 
a  one  as  mine{  aad,  to  dwdl  upon  the 
word,  meetu^  with  an  incnnatioa  ia 
hers  I  ihould  not  propagate  minds  ISkt 
her  own  ? 

Were  I  to  take  thy  ftupid  advice,  and 
marrv)  ^hat  a  ^eure  ihouU  1  make  i;s 
rakim  annals!  The  ladv  in  my  powers 
yet  not  having  intended  to  put  herfelf 
in  my  power:  declaring  againft  lofve, 
and  a  rebel  to.  it :  fo  much  open-eyed 
caution:  no  confidence  in  my  honour: 
her  family  expelling  the  worft  tath 
paifed  f-  herfeii  feeming  to  exped,  diat 
the  worft  fvill  be  attempted :  [PHfoIla 
Partington  for  tl)at  1]  What  I  wouldi 
thou  not  have  me  a£^  in  chara&r  ? 

But  why  calleft  thou  the  lady  inm* 
eent?  And  why  iayeft  thou  J^  iova 
mi?  ; 

-By  innocent,  with  regard  to  me,  and 
wA  taken  as  a  general  ^arafter,  I  moft 
infift  upon  it,  ine  is  not  ianocent.  Cam 
/be  be  mnocent,  who,  by  wifluag  t^ 
ihackle  me  in  the  prime  and  ^locy  ef 
jny  youth,  with  fuch  a  capacitj  as  I 
have  for  noble  mifdiief  *,  ^RNMtld  mdoi 
my  perdition  more  certain,  were  led 
break,  as  I  doubt  I  flioold,  themoftloMJ 
lemmrowloouldnake?  Ifi^aoflod 
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'  M^t  to  Ukt  even  a  common'oatlif  -who 
itnnks  he  cannot  keep  it.  This  is  con- 
ftfCDce!  This  is  honour  1— And  when  ~ 
I  think  I  can  keep  the  marriage-vow^ 
'then  win  it  be  time  to  marry. 

No  doubt  of  it,  as  thou  faveft,  tbe 
^vilt  woold  rejoice  in  the  fall  of  foch 
a  woman.  But  this  is  my  confidence, 
that  I  flitli  have  it  in  my  nower  to 
marry  when  I  will.  And  it  I  do  her 
thi^Jufiice,  (hall  I  not  have  a  claim  to 
ha  gratitudif  And  will  Ihe  not  think 
lierielf  the  obliged^  rather  than  the 
•bligcr  f  Then  let  roe  tell  thee,  Belford, 
it  ia  smpofTible  fo  far  to  hurt  the  moralt 
ff  this  Joifyt  ^  thou  and  th v  brother- 
▼arlett  have  hurt  others  of  tAe  fex^who 
now  are  caftine  about  the  town  fire- 
*  brands  and  double  death.  Take  ye  that 
'tbiiUe  to  mumble  upon. 

A  SBOKT  interruption.  I  now  re« 
fame. 

That  the  morals  of  this  lady  cannot 
fatly  li  a  confideration  that  will  leflen 
At  guilt  on  both  £des.  And  if,  when 
fubdued,  ihe  knows  but  how  to  middle 
titt  matter  between  virtue  and  love, 

•then  will  flic  be  a  wife  for  me  i  for  al- 
leady  I  am  convinced,  that  there  is  not 
H  woman  in  the  world  that  is  love- 

ifiroof  and  plot-proof,  if  (he  be  not  the 
pcrioQ* 

And  now  imagine  (the  charmer  over- 
CQfDe)  thou  feeft  me  fitting  fupinely 
GEofr-kneed,  reclining  on  my  fofa,  the 
God  of  Love  dancing  in  my  eyes,  and 

-9Cfoiein|r  in  every  mantling  feature; 
the  fweat  rogue,  late  fuch  a  proud  rogue, 
wholly  in  my  power,  moving  up  dowly 
to  nw,  at  my  beck,  with  heaving  fiehs, 

•telf'pronounccd  ut>braidings  from 
rnvriDuring  lips,  her  finger  in  ber  eye, 
•nd  qokkentng  her  pace  at  my  *  Comi 

Oa«  hand  (tuck  in  my  fide,  the  other 
eoiteiftded  to  encourage  her  bafhful  ap- 
proach—«  Kifi  me,  W/— «'  Sweit^" 
at  Jack  Belford  fays,  **  are  the  jojs  thai 
*•  €om^  nmtb  ^wiUingnifs,'** 
Sht  tenders  her  purple  moUth,  [Her 
L  €0ial  lips  will  be  purple  then.  Jack!] 
■  ''Sigh  not  fo  deeply,  my  beloved  I -i- 
I  '  Kappier-hours  await  thv  humble  lovtj 
|-  I  than  did  thy  proud  reliftance.* 
|b  •  Once  more  bent  to  Iby  aidcat  lips 
;*the  fwanny  gloffiacfa  of  a  neck  late  fo 


-bloomii^  glory!  I  have 
enough.     To-morrow*a 


*  There's  my  precioml 
<  Agsini 
^  Obliging  lovelinefsl 

*  Omycvtr-f ' 
'  tried  tnee  enou 

Then  I  rift,  and  fold  to  my  almofb. 
talking  heart  the  throbbing-bofinnei 
charmer. 

*  And  DOW  fliall  thy  humble  pride 

*  confe(s  it's  obligation  to  me !  • 

*  To-morrow's  fun——'  And  then 
I  difengage  myfelf  from  the  baihfnl 
paflive,  and  llalk  about  the  roora-« 

*  To-morrow's  fun  (hall  gild  theaU 

*  tar  at  which  my  vows  (hall  be  paid 
«  thee!' 

♦hen,  Jack,  the  rapture?  then  the 
darted  fun -beams  from  her  gladdened 
eye,  drinking  up,  at  one  fip,  the  pre- 
cious difti!  lation  from  the  pearl  -dropped 
cheek!  Then  hands  antently  fofded^ 
eyes  feeming  to  pronounce,  *  God  blcfii 

*  my  Lovelace!*  to  fupply  the  joy- lock- 
ed tongue:  hrr  tranfports  too  ftrongg 
and  expreflion  too  weak,  to  give  utter- 
ance to  her  grateful  meanings!— Ali*-« 
All  the  (ludies— All  the  ftudies  of  her 
future  life  vowed  and  devoted  (when 
(he  can  fpeak)  to  acknowledge  and  re- 
turn the  perpetuated  obligation ! 

If  I  could  bring  my  charmer  tQ  thif« 
would  it  not  be  the  eligible  of  eltgiblea? 
-—Is  it  not  worth  trying  for  ?— As  I 
(aid,  I  can  marry  her  when  I  will.  She 
can  be  nobody's  but  mine,  neither  ict 
(hame,'  nor  by  choice,  nor  yet  by  ad- 
drefs :  for  who,  that  knows  my  cha- 
rd£ler,  believes  that  the  worft  (he  dreads^ 
is  nonv  to  be  dreaded  ?. 

I  have  the  hieheft  opinion  that  roan 
can  have  (thou  kndweft  I  have)  of  the 
merit  and  perfections  of  this  admirable 
woman;  of  her  virtue  and  honour  too» 
although  thou,  in  a  former,  art  of  opi- 
nion, that  (he  may  be  <rvercome^.  Am 
I  not,  therefore,  obliged  to  go  further, 
in  order  to  contradiet  thee,  and,  as  I 
have  often  urged,  to  be  fure^  that  flie 
is  what  I  really  ihink  her  to  be,  and*, 
if  I  aiP  ever  to  marry  her,  hope  to  find 
her? 

Then  this  lady  is  a  mKbefs  of  our 
paflions:  no  one  ever  had  to  (b  much 
perfection  the  art  of  moving.  This  all 
nerfamilyknow,and  haveequallyfeared 
and  revened  her  for  it.  This  I  know 
too  I  and  doubt  not  more  and  more  tti 
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experience*  -Q^w  dumin^ly  aipftdiit 
4iviiie  creature  wavjple  forth  (if  a  ^- 
per  occadoft  hm  given)  her  rael^iovs 
cl^giackt  I-*^In£aite  be^^utiet  are  there 
in  %  weepfii|r  eye.  {  ^rft  tsiogbt  the 
two  nymphs  below  to  diftinguilh  the 
6vcraJ  accent*  of  the  Uuu^tabU  in  a 
|Kw  fiab}e6t»  and  how  admirably  ibin«, 
more  than  otkersi  become  their  dif- 
tcefletl 

But  to  retnm  to  thy  objediooe-^ 
TThoo  wilt  perhaps  tell  me,  in  the  names 
«f  thy  brethren,  as  well  as  in  thy  owtt 
same.  That  among  all  the  ob}e£ls  of 
3r»urrefpelibive  attempts,  there  was  not 
cfie  of  the  rank  a^^  laeril  of  my  chaxm- 
ingMifs  Harlowe. 

But  let  me  aik.  Has  it  not  been  a#>n- 
Itant  maxin  with  us,  that  the  greater 
the  mtrit  on  the  woman's  iide,  the 
iK)bler  the  victory  on  the  man's  >  And 
as  ^  runky  ienfe  of  honour,  ienfe  of 
ibfLOM,  prideof  family,  may  make  rifled 
lank  eet  up,  and  ihake  itfelf  to  rights: 
and  if  any-thing  come  of  it,  fuch  a  one 
may.fu^er  only  in  her  pride,  by  being 
obliged  to  take  up  with  a  fiscondrate 
natch  inflead  of  a  fir^i  and,  as  it  may 
h\\  out,  be  the  bappUr^  as  well  as  the 
more  ufefulj  for  the  mifadventurej  finee 
{taken  off  of  her  publick  gaddings^  and 
domefiicaitd  by  her  difgrace)  flie  will 
feavMeafon  to  think  herfeif  obliged  to 
the  iTiaa  who  has  fiived.  her  Itwnpiriher 
wtproacb\  while  her  fortune  and  alli- 
ance will  >ay  an  obligation  upon  hm% 
and  her  paft  fall,  if  fi»e  have  prudence 
91^  confciournefstwill  be  hb  preleot  and 
future  fecurity. 

But  a  pfior  girl,  [fuch  a  one  as  my 
fioffbudy  foriniEance]  having  no  recals 
^om  education^  being  driiFcn  out  of 
«f  ery  family  that  pretends  to  reputation; 
perfeciited  n^oit  perhaps  by  fuch  as  have 
•Qly  kept  their  fecret  better ;  and  hav- 
ing no  refuge  to  fly  to— The  commQi>» 
tbeftews,  the  iireet,  is  the  fa(f  of  fuoh 
a  ^oof  wi-etch  \  penury,  wapt,  and  dif- 
a&,  her  fure  arteadants^i  and  an  un- 
tig^Iy  endi  perhaps  clofes  tt^iaiieraUe 
^we,  . 

And  will  yott  Hot  now  all  |ohi  to 
fay»  that  it  is.  moce  maalv  tP  attack  a 
lit^thaa  a  i^p?'-<rThoi)  Wweft.  that 

• //i^/.^i/#,  q«  a.  PM&viftt,  b  sf  pofltson  to  Tsg^eltfc    It  needs  not  i 
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I  alwaya  SUiifliraua  my  nfltK^k  if 

ajming  at  the  nobleib  quarries^  and  if 
difdainiag  to  make  a  ftoop  at  wrmy 
phyl*tits  *,  and  wag*tails. 

The  wQjft  Ri||eSing  my(elf»  io  ^ 
cafe  before  om,  is  that. my  tnumpb, 
when  ceimpleated,  will  be  fo  gbiionsa 
one,  that  I  d^l  never  be  able  to  kttp 
«p  to  it.   A^  mj  future  attempts  mi 
be  poor  to  this.  I  (hall  be  as  unhappy* 
after  a  while,  frommyrefle&ioos  upoa  : 
this  oonqueft,  aa  Don  John  of  Au&ia  i 
wasy  in  his,  on  the  renowned  viAory  of  ! 
Lepanto,  when  he  £a«nd  that  none  of  ^ 
bis  fature  atchicvements  could  keep  ; 
pace  with  his  early  glory. 

I  am  ienfible  that  my  pleas  and  mf 
iea^oninp  may  be  eafriv  anfwered,  -and  ; 
perhaps  luftly  cenfureu}  but  by  wbos 
cenfured?  ^&  by  any  of  the  confia- 
ternity,  whofe  conftant  courie  of  life^ 
even  loi^  before  I  became  your  genew 
ral,  to  tnis  hour,  has  pftified  what  ye 
now  in  a  fit  of  fqucamiflmefs,  and 
through  envy,  condemn.  Having  tbeit* 
fore  vindicated  myfelf  and  my  intei>» 
tionsto  Yov,  thatis^llamatprdeat 
concerned  for. 

Be  convinced  then,  thsti  (acconfiog 
to  eur  principles)  am  right,  tiouvnon^i 
or,  at  lead,  be  Hlent.  But  I  command 
thee  to  be  cifjnfinced.  And  in  thy  ne% 
be  fure  to  tell  me  that  thou  art* 


LSTTBK    VI, 

U&.  >ELFORD,  TO  %OQBItT  kQTI^ 
VACS,  «$<^ 

^DCWAa?,  THVaiDAT,  BtAT 4* 

IKnow  that  thou  art  fo  abaii4oiic4  a 
map*  that  to  gi«c  th«e  the  bcft  mh 
ions  in  the  world  againft  wl|4t  th«o  ImA 
once  refolved  upon,  wiU  be  bat  lAUig 
the  madman  vnhoai  once  wie  fkm  tryii^ 
to  bufet  dovim  a  hurricane  with  lu^hfiU 
I  h«pe,  hewevan  that  the  lady^a  wmn^ 
will  dill  avtil  her  ;vith  thee.  Bql  ifthoii 
perfifteft;  if  thpu  wilt  avenge  thy^aa 
this  f<»(ftftt  lamb  which  iiiou  baft  fiaffed 
oMt  from  a  0#ck  them  hale^  fagp  the 
faults  of  the  4ogf  who  kept  it$  if  Iboa 
«ct  «9t  t«^l«i  mofed  by  beaoty.  if  kvi- 
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%$ff  Df  pnitneCi  bv  innocence^  til 
ittiiiog  out  in  one  charming  ob)e6^ ; 
but  fte  m^  fiill*  fall  by  the  man  whom 
Ibe  bat  cbeAsn  for  ber  prDte6b>r;  I  would 
■ot  for  a  tbQ«6iid  worlds  bavethy  crime 
to  anfwer  for. 

Upon  my  faith,  Lovdace,  the  fub}eft 
fticks  witbne,  notwitbftandinglfind 
I  have  not  the  honour  of  the  lady*t  good ' 
OfHnion.  And  the  more,  when  I  rd9e6l 
upon  ber  fatber^t  brutal  curfei  and  the ' 
villainous  bard-betrtednefs  of  all  her 
family.  But,  aeverthelefs,  I  ibould  be 
defirous  to  know»  {iftbai^'wUtpncied). 
by  what  gradations,  arts,  and  contiiv^ 
nacet,  thou  effcAeft  thy  ingrateful  pur- 
pole.  And,  O  Lorelace!  I  conjure  thee, 
jf  tbott  art  a  tiim,  let  not  the  fpedoas 
devils  thou  haft  brought  her  among,  be 
fuffered  to  triumph  over  bcrj  nor  make 
her  the  viAim  otmuiumfy  artifices.  If 
flie  yield  tofairfeduSiontf  if  I  may  fo 
CKpreft  myfelf  s  if  thou  canft  raife  a 
vinknefs  m  her  by  love,  or  by  arts  not 
inhuman;  I  (hall the  lefs  pity  her:  and 
Ihall  then  conclude,  that  there  is  not  a 
uromaii  in  tbewmrld  wbo«an  refift  a  bold 
;MMi  leiplutc  lover* 

A  meflenger  ti  juft  now  arrived  from 
ipy  uncle.  The  mortification,  itlecms^ 
is  got  to  bis  knee;  and  the  furgeons  de- 
d^y  that  be  cannot  live  many  da^^s. 
He  therefore  fends  for  me  dire^lly,  with 
tbefe  flMcking  words,  That  I  *wtU  ccme 
mmd  cUfi  bis  ius*  My  (ervant  or  his 
auift  of  necttety  be  in  town  every  day 
on  bit  cafe,  or  on  other  affairs;  and  one 
of  them  ihall  regularly  attend  you  for 
any  letter  or  commands.  It  will  be 
diarity  to  write  to  me  as  often  as  you- 
^ti.  For  although  I  am  likely  to  be 
«  eonfidcrablc  gainer  by  the  poor  man^s 
death*  yet  I  cannot  fay,  that  I  at  all 
]pve  tbefe  Icencs  iof  death  and  the  doc- 
tor  (t>  near  me.  The  doSior  and  death 
I  ifiould  have  faid ;  for  that*s  the  na- 
tural ordcTf  and,  generally  fpeaking, 
the  one  it  but  the  burbinger  to  the 
«theF. 

If,  thcrefoit,  you  decltoe  to  oblige 
me,  t  ittU  think  you  are  difpLsafed  with 
my  freedom.  But  let  me  tell  you  at  the 
ibme  time,  that  no  mnr Jiat »  right  to 
^  diif leaied  at  fmtdoait  taken  with 
bim  for  faukt  be  it  mtaibamed  to  be 
f«iity  of, 
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Mns  CLARISSA  RAftLOWS,TO  MISS 
HOWI. 

1  Thank  you  and  Mr.  Hickman  for 
his  letter,  fent  me  with  fuch  kind 
expedition;  and  proceed  to  obey  my  dear 
menacing  tyrannefs. 

..  Shi  then  gives  the  particulars  ofwbai 
faffed  hettifun  herfelf  aid  Mr, 
Lovelace  on  Tuefday  mornings  in 
relation  to  his  four  firiends^  and  to 
Mifs  Partington t  pretty  much  io  the 
fame  effeS  as  in  Mr.  LoveUtee^s 
Letter 9  No.  i .  And  then  proceeds: 

He  is  conftantly  accufing  me  of 
over-fcrupuloufnefs.  He  fays,  lam  aU 
ways  out  of  humour  with  nim :  that  I 
could  not  have  behaved  more  referveclly 
to  Mr.  Solmes:  and  that  it  is  contrary 
to  all  his  hopes  and  notions,  that  he 
Aould  not,  in  fo  long  a  time,  find  him- 
felf  able  to  infpire  the  perfon  whom  he 
hoped  (b  foon  to  have  the  honour  to ' 
call  his,  with  the  leaft  diftineuilhing 
tendemefs  for  him  before-hana. 

Silly  and  partial  encroacher!  notto 
know  to  tsjhat  to  attribute  the  refirve  I 
am  forced  to  treat  bisn  tvitbl  But  his 
pride  has  eaten  up  his  prudence.  It  it 
indeed  a  dirty  low  pride,  that  has  fwal- 
lowed  up  the  true  pride,  whieh  fliould 
have  fet  him  above  the  vanity  that  bat 
over- run  him. 

Yet  he  pretends,  that  he  has  no  pride 
but  Ln  obli^ng  me;  and  is  alwayt 
talking  of  his  reverence  and  hnmility, 
and  fuch  fort  of  ftuffs.  but  of  this  I  am 
fnre,  that  he  has,  as  I  obferved  the  firil 
time  I  law  him*,  too  much  regard  to 
his  own  peribn,  ereatly  to  value  that  of 
his  wife,  marry  he  whom  he  will :  and 
I  rouft  be  blind,  if  I  did  not  fee,  that 
he  is  exceedingly  vain  of  his  external 
advantages,  and  of  that  addrefs,  whieh, 
if  it  has  asn  merit  in  it  to  an  outward 
eye,  is  perhaps  owing  more  to  his  con- 
fidfiDce,  thsq  to  any-thing  elfe. 

Have  you  not  beheld  the  i^aii,  when 
I  was  y6ur  happy  gueft,  as  he  walked 
to  his  ehariot,  looking '  about  him,  as 
if  to  obftrve  what  eyes  his  fj^cious 
per&n  and  air  bad  attraAed  > 

But,  indeed,  wa  bad  fome  homely 
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coxcombs  as  proud  at  if  they  bad  prf- 
Tons  to  be  prfud  of  ^  at  tbe  fsuSic  time 
that  it  was  apparent,  that  the  pains-they 
tc^kaJbous  tbciTirel?e9  bu^chouaort  m-.- 
pofcd  their defeft?^     . 

The  man  who  is  fond  otpbeing  thought 
mpTf  or  laur  thajn  he  u,  a»  I  have  oHeit 
obfenreJ,  but  pjrovokeis  a  tci-utiny  iftto 
h\s  pretenfioASi  and  tbat  generally  pro* 
duces  contempt.  For  pride,  as  I  b«« 
lieve  I  have  heretofore  (aid,  is  an  in- 
fallible ijgn  of  Weaknefs;  qt  fimething 
nvron^  in  the'  beact  or  b^rt,  or  in  botb. 
He  that  exalts  himfelf,  inAiltshis  neigh- 
bour; who  is  provoked  to  queftion  in 
htm  even  that  merit,  which,  were  he 
ntodeft,  wou4d  pesbop^  be  allcwved  to^ 
be  bis  due. 

J  You  wilVfsy,  that  I  am-  very  grsrvet 
and  &  I  am.  Mr.  L^<flafie  is  extremely 
funk  in  mvopinion  finvrMonday  sigfafr: 
nor  iee  I  befcbre  me  a^y-thing  that  can 
ai^brd  me  a  pleafmg  hope^  For\what, 
Mrith  a  mifKl-  fo  wifquai  as  his,  (an  be 
my  ^^  hope? 

I  think  I  mentioned  to  yott,  m  my 
former,  that  my  doaths  wen  brought 
me.  You  fluttered  ne.  h,  that  I  am 
not  Aire  I  did.  But  I  know  I  defigncd 
ty  meotioD  that  they  were*  They  were 
brQi»ght  me  on  Tburi^Jfty  f  bat  neither 
ii^y  few  guineas  with  them,  nor  any  o£ 
f^y  boo)u«  except  a  Drexelms  on  Eter- 
«t)Ji  the  goed  old  PraSUe  of  Piety ^  ami 
zi^ Francis  Spira,  My  brother's  wit,  I 
iVppoie.  He  thinks,  he  doc»  well  to 
point  out  death  and  deiipair  to  me«  I 
wilh  for  the  on\?,  and  every  now -and- 
tben.aro  of)  the  brink  of  the  otha*. 

You  will, the  lefs  wonder  at  my  be- 
Tijig  fe  very  blemn,  wjbcu  added  to  the 
above,  and  to  my  tmcertain  fituation,  I 
tel)  you,  that  they  h^ve  fentme  witH' 
tteie  books  a  |ttter  from  my  couitn 
Morden.  It  has  fet  my  heart  againft 
Ii^r.  Lovelace.  Aeain(|  mj£t\i  too.  I 
if nd  it  iifcloied.  It  you^aft^nyileary 
yp^DM^  i^ead  i4  here* 


«  COLONJei.  MORirCII,  TO  MISS  CLA<« 

*  rx.oBiKfx,  Araic  yj. 

*  f  Aip  entvemely  concerned  to  bear  of 
-'-  «  a  difFcreoee  betwixt  the  reft  of  a 

^  family  ib  nea;  and  dear  to  me,  and 

*  ^ou  (k\\\  dearer  to  me  than  any  of  the 
«  rctt.  -  . 

v^  Mytciufin  JamH  )pM  acc^uiMnted 


*  me.with  tho^ners  yovi  iiavf^id,9K» 

*  -with  yovr  refuiUs.    I  wonder  notaC 

*  either*    Sndi  charming  pramiies  ax 

*  fo  etriy  an  age  a»  when  I  left  Eng- 

*  Jwsd)  and  tkoCe  ftamfStB^  as  I  bavw 

*  often  hexfd,  fb  greatly  exceeded,  ae 
^  well  in  yovr  perfon  a»  mind  \  bow 

*  much  muft  yon  be  adsuredl  Ho«» 
^  ^ewmuft  there  be  worthy  of  you  t 

^  Your  parents,  the  moft  indntgent 

*  itt  the  world,  to  a  chifd  the  moft  de. 

*  (erring,  have  given  way,  ft  feems,  to 

*  your  refttfal  of  feveral  gentlemen^ 

*  They  have  eoateated  theiafelvcs  ai 

<  •  bft  to  name  one  with  emnujtmep  t^ 

*  you,  becaufe-  of  tbe  addreft  of  aiM^ 
*'  ther  whom  they  cannot  approvB. 

<  They  had  not  reate,  it  ieeaas,  front 

*  your  behaviour,  to  think  yov  greatly 

<  averfe:  fb  they  proceeded:  perhaps  to» 

*  haftily  for  a  delicacy  likeyoara.  Bat 
*-  when  all  was  fixed  on  their  parts^aad 

*  moft  extraordinary  terms  concluded 
'  in  your  favour  s  tesms,  which  abon* 
^  dantlv  ihew  the  gentleman'^s  }uft  va* 

*  lue  ior  yoa  t  voo  flew  off  with  ^ 
*.  warmth  and  vehemence  Httle  faited 
^  to  that  fweetnef»  which  gave  grace  v» 

*  all  your  aAions. ' 

.  •  I  kaow  very  Kttle  of  ckber  of  Ae- 
*•  gentlemen  t  but  of  Ma.  I^vciace  I 

*  know  more  than  of  Mr»  Solines^.  ^I 

*  wtfli  I  could  fay  more  tohia  advaatage 
•^  than  I  can.  As  to  evepy  ^saliflcatio* 

*  butMi#,  your  br^thetowas  there  is  a» 

*  comparium.    Bat  that  Mv^atsKiglia 

*  all  the  rtft  together.  It  caaaot  be 
«  thought,  that  Mifs  Clariflh  Harlovve 

*  witt  dti^enfcwitb  MOaAXS-i»  a  huif- 

<  band. 

•  What,  my  deaicft  wa/Hn,  ftall  f 
<.  piead  flrft  to  you  on  this  occafioaF 
*.  Yoar  duty,  your  intereft,  yaur  te«» 
*'  pocal,.  and  your  eternal  wellaie;  do, 
^  and  may  all,  depend  upon  thia  fl«g)e 

<  point,  TbemoraUtjofahi^kaHiL  A 
*,  ffoman  who  hath  a  wicked  hvfi>aod^ 
<-  may.  find  it  difficult  to  be  g<6od,  and 

*  out  of  her  power  to  do  good ;  aftd  ia 
*r  ther«£Dfe  in  a  worfe^fituatieft  than  the 
*.  roan  can  be  isi,  who  hath  a  l«d  wile. 
«-  You  praierae  all  youc  adigioQe  fr* 

<  gaads)  i  undelftand.  I  wMider  bo» 
*-  that  you  duw  1  fliould  hafve  waaderedl 
«'.  had  you  not«  Sut^what  eao  yoa  pro- 
«  mife  yourielf,  as  to  perfevcianee  s* 
*t  them  Mriik  tj^  immoral  huiband .» 

*  If  your  parents  aad  yo»  di&r  i» 
^  #Mithnent  on  this  important  oecafioa. 
»  let  ma  %ik  you^  oiy  dear  cpufin,  wb» 
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iRiglitto  Mve  wsy?  I  own  toyoo^ 
that  I  (houM  btve  thonglrt  there  cotild 
not  any- where  have  been  a  more  fait- 
able  match  for  you^  than  with  Mr. 
Lorelace,  bad  he  been  a  moral  miin. 
^I  iioald  have  very  little  to  fayaf^ainft 
a  man,  of  whofe  a£liont  I  am  not  to 
fet  up  myfelf  at  a  ^adge,  did  he  not 
addrefs  my  coulin.  But,  on  this  oc* 
caiion,  let  ree  tdl  }'ou,  my  dear  Cla*> 
rilEi»  that  Mr.  Lovelace  cannot  pof- 
fibly  deferve  yofti.  He  0tay  reform, 
youil  fay!  bat  he  may  mt.  Habit  it 
not  ibon  or  eafily  fluiken  o(F.  Liber* 
tines,  who  are  libertines  in  defiance 
of  talentS)  of  foferior  lights,  of  con. 
virion,  hardly  ever  reform  but  by 
miracle,  or  by  incapacity..  Well  do 
I  know  mine  own  fex«  Well  am  I 
able  to  judge  of  the  probability  of 
the  reformation  of  a  licentious  voun^ 
man,  who  has  not  been  faftened  upon 
by  fieknefs,  by  afliftion,  by  calaroitys 
who  has  a  profperoos  run  of  fortune 
before  htms  hie  fpirits  higbi  hit 
will  nncontroulables  the  company  he 
keeps,  perhaps  fucb  as  himfelf,  con- 
firming  him  m  all  his  conrfes,  affift* 
.ing  him  in  all  his  enterprises. 
*  As  to  the  otber  gentleman,  fiui^ 
poie,  my  dearcoufin,  you  do  not  like 
him  ztprifiHty  it  is  far  from  bein^^ 
unlikely, tnat  you  wiU  binafttri  per- 
haps the  more,  for  not  liking  him 


mofw.  He  can  hardly  fink  loiver  in 
your  opinion:  he  may  ri/>.  Veryfel- 
dom  is  ft,  that  bigb  expe^Utions  are 
lb  much  as  f0/rr#^fioiwered.  How, 
indeed,  cam  they,  when  a  fine  and  ex- 
tend ve  imagination  carries  it's  ex- 
pe^ation  infinitely  beyond  reality,  in 
the  higheft  of  our  fublunary  enjoy 
ments?  A  woman  adorned  with  liich 
all  imagination  fees  no  defe&  in  a  fa- 
voured obje£l,  (thelefs,  if  fte  be  not 
confcious  of  any  wilful  fault  in  hfr^ 
felf)  till  it  is  too  late  toreftify  the 
mift^akes  occafioaed  by  her  generotrt 
credulity. 

*  But  fappofe  a  perfbn  of  yoor  talents 
were  to  marry  a  man  of  inferior  ta- 
lents ^  who,  in  this  cafe,  can  be  (b 
iiappy  in  berfelfy  as  Mifs  Clarifia  Han- 
lowe }  What  delight  do  yon  take  in 
doing  goodi  How  happiiy  do  you  de- 
vote the  feveral  portions  of  the  day  to 
your  own  improvement,-  and  to  the 
advantage  of  all  that  move  within 
your  fphere !— And  tben  fuch  is  yoiit 
taft<v.  fucb  u^  3(Rtf  ac^iiiiremcnts  lA 


<  dKpoUter  ftudiee,  and  in  the  f^litA* 

*  amulcmentai  fuch  yovr  excellence  iH 

<  all  tbe  diffimmt  parts  of  ceconomy  fit 

<  for  a  young  lady's  infpeftioa  and 
'^  pn&ice;  that  your  friends  would  wiik 

<  voy  to  be  taken  off  as  little  as  pofiible 

*  byrq;ardsthat  may  be  called  merely 

*  p^rfrnal. 

*  fiat  as  to  what  may  be  the  confe* 
^  ^uenoe  refpeftinff  yonrfelf,  refpe^iirg 
f  a  young  lady  of  your  talents,  froifi 

*  the  preference  you  are  fufpeifted  to 

*  give  to  a  libertine,  I  would  have  yoit, 

*  my  dear  oouiin,  confider  what  that 

*  may  be«  ^  A  mind  fo  pare,  to  mingte 
'  with  a  mind  tmpurel   And  will  n<yt 

*  f«ch  a  roan  as  tfiis  engrofs  all  yout* 
'*  folitudes!    WiU  he  not  perpetually 

*  fill  you  with  anxieties  for  him  andl 

*  for  yoarfelf1<^The  divine  and  civil 

*  powers  defied,  and  their  fanftiona 
^  broken  through  by  him,  on  every  not 
^  merdy  accidental^  but  meditatgd  oc-* 
"^  cafion.   To  be  agreeable  to  him,  and 

*  to  hope  to  preferve  an  intereft  in  fata 

*  affeftions,    you  muft  probably    be 

*  obliged  to  abandon  all  yoar  own 

*  laudable  porfuits.    You  mirfl  enxet 

*  into  his  pJeafures  and  diilaftes.  Von 

*  muft  give  up  your  own  virtuous  com  - 
'  panions  for  his  profligate  ones«-*Per- 
'  haps  be  forfaken  bv  yours,  bccaufe  off 

*  the  fcandal  he  daily  gives.    Can  yo« 

*  hope,  coufin,  with  fuch  a  man  as  this^ 
'  to  be  Ung  fo  good  as  you  mtnu  are  ? 

*  If  not,  confider  which  d  your  pre(ent 

*  laudable  delights  you  would  chufe  to 
'  give  up?  Which  of  his  culpableonea 

*  to  follow  lorn  in?  How  could  yon 

*  brook  to  go  backward ,  in  ftead  of  for^ 

*  ward,  in  thofe  duties  which  you  now 
'  foexemplarily  perform  ?  And  how  do 
^  you  know*  if  you  once  give  way,virhf  re 

*  you  Ihall  befuffered,  where  you  ihall 

<  be  akUf  to  flop  ? 

*  Your  brother  acknowledges,  that 

*  Mr.  Solmes  is  not  near  fo  agreeable 

*  m  perfon  as  Mr.  Lovelace.      B«t 

*  what.is^fr/0«,  with  faohaiadyas  I 

*  have  the  honour  to  be  now  wiitiog 
'  to?  He  owns  likewifethat  he  has  not 

*  the  addrefs  of  Mr.  Lovelace:   but 

<  what  a  mere  perfonal  advantage  is  a 

*  plauiible  addreftt   without  morals? 

*  A  woman  bad  better  take  a  bofband 

*  whofe  manners  Ae  we^  to  faOiion, 

<  than  to  £nd  them  ready-faihiooed  to 

*  her  hand«  at  the  price  of  h«s  morality? 

*  a  price  that  is  often  paid  for  travelling 

*  accompli (bments.    O  my  dear  cou- 
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fiot  were  you  but  with  vt  here  «t 
Florencey  or  At  Kmnc,  or  at  Paris, 
(where  alfo  I  refidecl  for  manj 
moiithf )  to  fee  the  gentlemen  who& 
fuppofed  r0xi(p^  Ea^ifli  manners  at 
rettin|rout  are  to  bepoliihed,  and  what 
their  improvements  are  in  thcirreturn 
through  the  fame  places,  you  would 
infinitely  prefer  the  man  in  his  Jirfi 
ftage  to  tne  fame  roan  in  his  iafi. 
You  find  the  difference  on  their  re- 
turn—-A  fondnefs  for  foreign  fa- 
ihionsy  an  attachment  to  n>reign 
▼ices,  and  a  fupercilious  contempt  of 
his  own  country  and  countrymen; 
(himfelf  more  defpicable  than  the 
moft  defpicable  of  thoie  he  defpifes) 
thefe,  with  an  unblu filing  effrontery* 
are  too  generally  the  attainments  that 
concur  to  finifh  the  travelled  gentle- 
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*  Mr.  Lovelace,  I  know,  deferves  to 
have  an  exception  made  in  bis  favour; 
for  he  is  really  a  man  of  parts  and 
Jeamingt  he  was  efteemed  fo  both  here 
and  atRoroei  ^^^  ^  ^"^  perfon,  and 
a  generous  turn  of  mind,  gave  him 
great  advantages.  But  you  need  not 
be.told,  that  a  libertine  man  of  fenfe 
does  infinitely  more  mifchief,  than  a 
liberdne  of  weak  parts  is  able  to  do. 
And  this  I  will  tell  you  farther,  that 
it  was  Mr.  Lovelace*s  own  fault  that 
he  was  not  ftill  more  refpefted  than 
he  was,  among  the  literati,  here. 
There  were,  in  ibort,  fome  liberties 
in  which  he  indulged  himfelf,  that 
endangered  his  perfon  and  his  liberty; 
and  made  the  beft  and  moft  worthy 
of  thofe  who  honoured  him  with 
their  notice,  give  him  up;  and  his 
ftay  both  at  Florence  and  at  Rome 
fhorter  than  he  defigned. 

«  This  is  all  I  chufe  to  fay  of  Mr. 
Lovelace.  I  had  much  rather  have 
had  reafon  to  give  him  a  quite  con- 
trary cbarafter.  But  as  to  rakes  or 
libertines  in  gcneiti],  I,  who  know 
themwelU  muft  be  allowed,  becaiife 
of  the  mifchicfs  they  have  airways  in 
their  hearts^  and  too  often  in  their 
power,  to  do  your  fex,  to  add  ftiH  a 
few  more  words  upon  this  toptck. 

*  A  libertine,  my  deai-  confiii,  a  piot- 
tingy  an  £n/r(^Mi/i^  libertine,  muftbe 
generally  remorfeUff — Unjuft  he  muft 
always  be.  The  noble  rule  of  doing 
to  otners  what  he  would  hnvedone  to 
himfelf,  is  the  firft  rule  he  breaks; 
aiid  every  day  hc^'breaks  itj  the  of- 


ttner,  the  greater  hit  tritmik*  f&i 
has  gi«at  contempt  for  your  iex.  He 
believes  nowonuin  chafta,  becaoielift 
is  a  proflt^te.  Every  woma»  who 
fammars  bun,  tot^irwu  bim  ia  hit 
wicked  ineredality.  He  ia  ^waye 
plotting  to  extend  the  mifcbiefe  he  de- 
lights m.  If  a  woman  loves  fuch  t 
man,  how  can  ihe  bear  the  tbovght 
of  dividing  her  intereft  in  his  am* 
tions,  with  half  the  town,  and  that 
perhaps  the  dre^  df  it?  Then  To  icn* 
luall-t-How  wiU  a  young  Udy  of 
your  delicacy  bear  with  fo  ienlval  % 
man'  A  nun  who  m^tet  a  )eft  of  hit 
vows^  and  who  pdrhaM  will  break 
your  fpirit  by  .the  moft  unmanly  in- 
fults.  To  be  a  libertine,  at ykrc^eitr, 
all  compunftion,  all  hunMoity,  muft 
be  overcome.  To  iomtimu  to  be  a 
libertine,  is  to  eontiniietQbecv*y« 
thing  vile  and  inhuman.  Prayera, 
tears,  and  the  moft  ab|e6^  fitbnnflion^ 
are  but  fuel  to  his  pride:  wageiipg 
perhaps  with  lewd  companions,  and; 
not  improbably,  with  lewder  women, 
upon  infbifices  which  he  hoafta  of 
to  them  of  your  patient  fufib'iags, 
and  broken  fpirit,  and  bringing  ibeni 
home  to  witnels  to  both. 
*  I  write  what  I  know  bm  bctn^ 

<  I  mention  not  fortunes  fffuandentd^ 
eftates  mortgaged  or  fold,  and  polle- 
rity  robbed-^Nor  yet  a  mvltitiide  of 
other  evils,  too  grofa,  too  fhockiagt 
to  be  mentioned  to  a  peribn  of  your 
delicacy. 

<  All  thefe,  my  dear  e<oo&n,  so  be 
fliunned,  all  the  evils  I  have  pamed 
to  be  avoided;  the  power  of  doing  all 
the  good  yon  have  been  accnfwmed 
to  do,  prcferved,  nay,  encrcafed ,  by  the 
feparate  provifmn  that  will  be  made 
for  you:  Tour  charming  divetfions« 
andexempiary  employ  men  ts,  all  main- 
tained; and  every  good  habitperpetoat* 
ed :  and  all  by  eff«  facrifice,  the  fading 
pleafure  -of  the  eye  1  Who  wou Id  not » 
(fmce  evei-y.thing  is  not  to  be  met 
with  in  one  man;  who  would  not) 
to  preferve  fo  many  efientials,  eive 
up  fo  liglit,  fo  unpermaneat  a  plea- 
fure I 

'  Weigh  all  thefe  things,  which  I 
ntight  infiil  upon  to  more  advantage, 
did  I  think  it  needful  to  one  of  your 
prudence— Weigh  them  well,  my  be* 
loved  coufiB;  and  if  it  be  not  the  wiH 
of  your  parents  that  you  (hould  con- 
tinue fingle,  refolve  to  oblige  them; 
«  aad 


r 
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fmiAkt  itnotbefaidy  thattli^oowen 
w  vf  fitaqr  iball  {at  in  mtny  otoert  of 
^  your  ffx)  be  too  hard  for  jour  duty 
f<  tud  your  prudence.    The  left  agree* 

*  Mt  the  man,  the  more  obliging  the 

*  compliance.    Remember,  that  1m  it  a 

*  (bber  ataft— A  man  who  hat  reputa* 
*■  tion  to  lo(e,  and  whofe  reputation 

*  therefore  it  a  fecurity  for  hit  good  be- 

*  hnviour  to  you. 

'  You  have  an  opportanity  oflfered 
'  yoa  to  give  the  higneft  inftance,  that 

*  can  be  given  of  filial  duty.  Embrace 

<  it.  It  It  worthy  of  you.  It  it  ex- 
f  ntSbedfrPmyciii  however,  for  your 
^  inclination  -  uke,  we  may  be  lorry  that 
«  yoa  are  called  upon  to  give  it.  jLet 
'  It  lie  iatd,  that  you  have  been  able  to 

*  Jny  an  obligation  upon  your  oarentt^ 
«  (n  proud  mrd,  my  coufin!)  which 

*  you  could  not  do,  were  it  not  laid 
'  s^^um/t  vour  inclination!— Upon  pa- 

•  <  reata  wno  have  laid  a  thoufand  upon 

*  you:  who  are  fet  upon  thit  point:  who 

<  will  not  give  it  upt  who  have  given  up 
^  many  pomtt  to  you,  even  of  thtt  very 
'*  nature:  and  in  their  turn,  for  the  lake 
*«  of  their  own  authority,  at  well  at 
^  judgment*  expeftto  be  obliged. 

*  I  hope  I  (hall  foon,  in  perlon,  con- 

I  gntulate  you  upon  thit  your  merito- 

,  *  rionaxonroliance.  To  fettle  and  give 

«  up  my  tnnteeihip,  it  one  of  the  princi- 

f  pal  motivetofmy  leaving  thefe  parte. 

*  1  (ball  be  slad  to  fettle  it  to  every 

*  oneU  iatit&lioo)  to  yourt  particu- 
f  larly. 

<  If  on  my  arrival  I  find  a  happy 
•^  union,  at  formerly,  reign  in  e  ra- 

*  mily  fo  dear  to  mt,  it  wUl  be  an  un- 

*  IjfNakable  pleafurc  to  me;  and  I  ihall 
'  perhapt  fo  difpofe  my  alfairt,  at  to 

'  f  be  near  you  for  ever. 
;      f  I  have  written  a  very  long  letter, 
i  *  and  will  add  no  more,  than  tlut  I  am, 
'  with  the  greateft  rcfpe£l,  my  dearcft 

*  to^^nyjourmofiaffeSionaieand/aitb* 

I  will  fuppofe,  my  dear  Mifs  Howe, 
that  you  have  read  my  coufin *t  letter. 
It  it  now  in  vain  to  wifli  it  had  come 
I  iboner.  Biit  if  it  itf^/^  I  might  perhapt 
I  bave  been  io  rafli  at  to  give  Mr.  Love- 
Itce  ihfi fatal  mating^  at  I  little  thought 
of  going  away  with  him. 

But  I  flioi|ld  hardly  bare  given  bim 
I^C  rcfg^giwa  of  fo  4<UDgi  fr^vinu  tp 


the  meetinr,  which  niiije  bim' come  pre* 
pared;  and  the  revocation  of  which  he 
10  artfully  made  inelb^uah 

Perfecutpd  at  I  wat,  and  Ihtlecr^ 
peAing  fo  much  condefoenfion,  at  my 
aunt,  to  my  great  mortification,  hat 
told  me  (and  you  confirm)  I  Ihould 
have  met  with,  it  it,  however,  hard 
to  fay,  what  I  (hould  or  fliould  not 
have  done  at  to  meeting  bim,  bad  it 
come  in  time:  but  thit  elfe6l  I  verily 
believe  it  would  have  had-^To  have 
made  me  infift  with  all  my  might,  oi 
goin^  over,  out  of  all  their  wayt,  t^r, 
the  kind  writer  of  the  inftru^ve  letter, 
and  on  making  a  father  (a  prote^oi^ 
at  well  at  a  friend)  of  a  kmfman,  who 
it  one  of  my  trufteet.'  Thit,  circum- 
ftanced  at  I  wat,  would  have  been  t 
natural,  at leaft  an  unexceptionable pro- 
teftion.-^But  I  *was  to  be  unhappy! 
And  how  it  cuta  me  to  the  heart  to 
think,  that  I  can  already  fubfcribe  to 
my  coofin't  charaAer  of  a  libertine,  fo 
well  drawn  in  the  letter  which  I  fup- 
pofe you  now  to  have  read  I 

That  a  man  of  a  charafter,  whicli 
ever  wat  my  abhorrence,  ihould  fall  to 
my  lot!-— But  depending  on  my  owa 
'ftrength;  having  no  rts&n  to  appre- 
hend danger  from  headftronr  and  dif^ 
graceful  impulfet;  I  too  litUe  perhapt 
caft  Up  my  eyca  to  the  Supreme  Di- 
reftor:  in  whom,  miftrufting  myielf,  I 
ought  to  have  placed  my  whole  confi- 
dence-^And  the  more,  when  ITaw  my- 
felf  fo  perfeveringly  ad^refied  by  a  matt 
of  thit  charafter. 

Inexperience  and  prefumption,  witb 
the  help  of  a  brother  and  fifter  who 
have  lowendt  to  aofwer  in  my  difgrace, 
have  been  my  mm /— A  hard  word,  my 
dear!  But  I  repeat  it  upon  deliberation : 
fince,  let  the  beft  happen  which  iv«s(V 
can  happen,  my  reputation  itdeftroyed) 
a  rake  it  my  portion:  and  what  that 
portion  it,  my  coufm  Mordcn't  letter 
hat  acquainted  you. 

Fray  keep  it  by  you,  till  called  for. 
I  faw  It  not  myfelt  (having  not  the  heart 
to  infpefl  my  tmnkt)  till  thit  mom* 
ing.  I  would  not  for  the  world  thit 
man  (hould  fee  it;  becaufeit  might  occa«> 
fion  mifchief  between  the  moft  violent 
ipirit,  and  the  molt  fettled  brave  one  in 
the  world,  at  my  couiin*t  it  faid  to  be. 

This  letter  wat  indoied  (opened)  in 
a  blank  cover.  Scorn  and  deteft  me 
ai  they  mll»  I  wondgtha;  ^nc  Un% 
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im»  iM*  tat  witli  il— nvere  k  hot  c* 
1k«ve  more  partieiiUrlf  p«inled  the  de- 
£gn  of  It,  m  ike  fMhc  gemrrom  £pU 
•ill  itiaVfttHmtibeSpicsu 

Tke  teliac  of  th«  corer  wat  with 
yick«wui.  I  hope  there  b  BO  new  oc« 
t»(io*  is  ihe  fiiinily  to  give  reaibn  for 
%lack-wax.  But  if  there  were,  it 
iMOuMy  t«  be  faitf  have  been  mention* 
^,1  end  kid  at  mf  do*r— 'pcrbaps  tot 
|eftl94 

•  I  htd  Wgwn  »  letter  to  my  coufin; 
iMt  kid  tt  by»  beeauie  of  the  uncer* 
iiint^of  my  fitti&tiov»  and  expefling 
i»Bry  dif  for  feveral  days  paft  to  be  at 
%  grastcf  certainty.  Yon  bid  roe  vnita 
eo  him  iome  time  ago,  yoa  know» 
Then  it  wee  I  began  it:  for^l  have  great 

flealnre  iff  obeyinf  you  in  aH  I  may* 
o  I  ought  to  h»re^  fm  yon  are  the 
«»}y  friend  left  me*  And  moreover^ 
iron  generally  honour  me  with  yonr 
own  obfenraoee  of  the  advice  I  take 
die  liberty  to  offinr  yon:  for  I  pretend 
to  fay^  I  ffive  better  advice  than  I  have 
taken.  And  ib  I  had  need.  For,  I 
ftn&f^  not  how  it  oomea  about^  but  I 
tnt,  in  my  own  opinion,  a  poor  loft 
«teattire:  and  yet  cannot  charge  m3rfelf 
«nth  one  criminal  or  faulty  inclination* 
Do  fo^  kaowv  my  <dear«  how.  tbie  can 

Yet  I  can  tell  yov  howi  I  believe^ 
One  devioue  ftep  at  fetting  ovt!— That 
imift  beit:»«*which  purfuM,  hat  led  me 
^o  fer  otit  of  my  path,  that  I  am  in  a 
wildtmefa  of  donbt  and  error;  and  ne«- 
ver,  never,  ihall  find  my  way  out  of  iti 
for»  although  bvtohe  pace  awry  at  firft, 
it  hae  led  me  htmdreds  and  hnadreds  of 
miiea  out  of  my  patht  and  the  poor 
cflray  hae  not  one  kind  friend,  nor  hat 
met  with  one  dtreAing  pafienger^  «a 
liclp  her  to  recover  it* 

But  I,  prefumptuonacreaturel  muft 
liely  fo  much  upon  my  own  knowledge 
«f  the  ri^t  poMil-^little  apprehending 
that  an  tgnisfatuut  with  it*s  falfe  iiret 
-(and  yet  I  had  heard  enoush  of  fach) 
would  arife  to  miilead  me!  And  now,  in 
Ihemidft of  fent  and  quagmires,  it  plays 
around  me,  and  around  me,  throwing 
me  back  again,  whenever  T  think  my- 
lelf  in  the  right  track.  But  there  it 
0ne  common  point,  in  which  all  Qiali 
meet,  err  widely  at  they  may.  In  that 
J  (bail  be  laid  quietly  down  at  laft:  and 
then  will  aU  wj  ctlanitjct  be  at  an 


Bnt  bow  I  nfiy  agam;  nrs|r  fiH 
mv  intention  I  I  would  have  iMy^ 
I  bad  begun  a  letter  to  my  coafin  Mh 
den  fome  time  ago:  but  that  now  I«i| 

never  end  it.  Von  will  believe  I  caal 
Boti  for  bow  fliall  I  tell  Jiim,  that  al 
hiacompbmentt  aremiftoftowcd?  Thai 
all  hit  advice  it  thrown  away?  Ailki^ 
wamingt  vain?  And  that  even  my 
higheft  expcAation  it  to  be  tbe  wile  of 
that  free  Itrer^  whom  hefii  pathclicalJ/ 
warnt  me  to  Aun?  *; 

Let  ^e,.  however,  haveyoor  mxystl 
joiacd  with  my  own,  (mv  fate  dma^ 
ing,  at  it  feemt,  upon  tbtrUps  |r  jMj 
H  man)  That  whatever  ihall  bo  i^ 
deftiny,  that  dreadfol  pan  of  nay  h^ 
ther's  maledidion,  that  I  may  be  po» 
niflied  by  the  nran  in  whom  be  fnppoAft 
I  put  my  confidence^  may  not  takft 
place!  That  this  for  Mr.  £av«kcr> 
own  fake,  and  tor  the  iake  of  hmmti 
maiMrjf  may  not  be!  or,,  if  it  be  acb 
ceflkry,  in  lopport  of  the  parantal  au>' 
thority,  that!  ihould  be  puniihedbf 
Km,  that  it  may  not  be  by  bb^ranui^ 
ditatetl  or  tinlfii  bafeneia^  but  tint  I 
may  be  able  to  acquit  bia  imtentutt.  If  i 
not  hit  aSJomI  Otherwife,  my  £mkl 
will  appear  to  be  doubled  in  the  eje  af! 
Che  event  jndgtncr  world.  And  yc^ 
methinkt,  I  would  be  glad,  diat  tbi  j 
uokindneft  of  my  fathor  and  uacki^  I 
whofeheartt  have  aUtady  been  toofliacb  i 
wonnded  by  my  error,  majr  be  joftiM 
an  every  article,  excepting  m  tbit  heaty 
curfe:  and  that  my  father  will  be pkafel 
to  withdraw  that  before  it  be  generally 
Jutown^  at  leaft  thatmoftdre^Lfidpa^ 
of  It  which  regardt  futurity! 

I  dinft  lay  down  my  pen.    I  araft 
brood  over  tbe&   reflediont.     Oact 
more,  before  I  dofe  my  eooiin*t  letter^ 
I  will  pei-ufe  it.    And  then  I  (hall  haia  j 
it  by  luMrt. 


LETTER    yill; 

MISS  CLARISSA  HAR|.0W«,TPMI5S 
fiOWVr 

<t<nsDAT  vight,  ■A77» 

WHEN  you  reflefl  upon  my  oa- 
happy  fituation,  which  is  at- 
tended with  (o  many  indelicate  and  etca 
ihockingclrcumftancet,  fomeofwhich 
my  pridk  will  not  let  me  thiak  of  with 
fiaticAcej  ^li  a^^«yaied  by  the  con^ 

am 
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ttf  mf  mvAti^i  afle6ling  letter; 
I  will  not  wonder^  that  the  vaiiDur- 
fufy  wbtdi  has  laidhold  of  nw  heart, 
told  riik  to  my  pen.  And  vet  it 
M  he  tncre  kindy  mate  friendly  in 
^  tocoficeal  fvoin^e«,^fi»takefucb 
[#gen«foQ«  intereft  in  my  eonoernti  that 
%Qvk  part  of  my  gnett,  which  com- 
and  coroi^aim  caiioot  fe* 


bearlfic  Ufcl  li««.  l^iMlifyc  gM 
St  my  heart  «»  Ve'Mt-of  kM  teach,  ft 
I  weve,  he  ilMuld  (hon  Jiad  fbi  d^ff^ 
rtnci.  If  I  muft  be  hnmhled,  it  hi4 
better  be  by  tbofe  te  whom  I  owe  duty, 
m  by  hitt.    My  amit  wrilet  ia  f 


-  lot  to  whom  can  I  unbolbm  aiyielf 
ttoyoa?  When  the  man  who  ought 
\  nay  protcAorv  at  he  Jiaa  brought 
me  all  my  diflfeirea>  adda  to  my 
lienfionaf  ti^ben  I  bafe  not  even  a 
nt  on  whofe  fidelity  I  ean  rely,  or 
Tifr  whom  I  can  break  my  gnefs  at  they 
'9p£ti  and  when  hit  bountiful  tempet 
LiP^  ^y  heart  attach  cTcry-onc  to  him^ 
Mad  I  am  bot  a  typbery  to  give  bim  fig- 
[nificanQey  and  mfelf  pain?— There 
'iffiefa,  therefore,  do  whatJcan,  will 
Smetimoa  burft  into  teari(  and  thefe 
^  sinking  with  my  ink,  will  blot  my 
[faper.  And  I  know  you  will  not 
I  «nidge  me  the  temporary  relief. 
1^'^  But  I  i|all  go  on  in  the  ftrain  I  left 
^  with  in  my  laft;  when  I  intended 
'  sr  to  apologise  for  my  melancholy. 
let  what  I  have  above  written* 
\.  ^ce  for  all  be  my  apology^  My  nut* 
llbrtonet  have  given  you  a  call  to  dif<* 
I  charge  the  nobleftoffi^et  of  the  friend* 
:  ^ip  we  have  vowed  to  each  other,  in 
'■.  fdviceand  confolationj  and  it  would  be 
[  an  injury  to  it,  and  to  you>  to  fuppoft 
\  k  needed  even  that  call. 

'  '  She  then  telh  Mife  Hon»$y  that  nvut 
h^  doatbsare  atmct  Mr,  Lonaiaa 
is  contiuuaHj  ieaxiug  ber  to  g9 
4dfroad  *witb  bim  im  a  coach,  at- 
tended by  fwbom/be  fleqfa  of  her 
awnfex}  either  for  the  air^  or  t$ 
thepublick  diverfions^ 
fibegi'vej  the  particulars  of  a  convert 
fatioH  that  has  pajed  between  them 
aa  ihatfubje&y  andhisfeveraJprO' 
pofais,  J^ut  fakes  wtue^  that  be 
ft^s  not  the  leafi  *word  ((f  the  fir 
iemmtji  'which  be  fo  wMcb  prejfed 
for  before  they  casne  to  town^  and 
Hvhick,  its  fie  obferues,  v^as  ne<* 
<ejfiay  to  give  fropriefjf  to  bisfrO'* 
pofaS. 

|hW;(  my  inr^fagftJUp  I  cannot 


ktter *,  that  tw date  aotprepeft i 
thing  in  my  favour,  roa  tell  nie^ 
that  upon  enquiry,  you  iindf,  tbaf» 
had  I  not  been  unhappily  fedueed  awayi 
a  change  of  meafuret  waa  aAually  re^ 
lolvedupon}  and  that  my  mooter,  uar« 
ticularly>  wat  detenninedtu  eaeit  hcri 
Mf  lor  the  reftoradou  ef  the  §uml^^ 
peace;  and,  in  order  to  fucceed  the  hel-* 
ter,  had  thduehtt  of  trying  to  engage 
my  uncle  Harlewe  in  her  party. 

Let  me  build  on  theft  feundatienf  * 
I  can  but  try,  Iny  dear*  It  it  -ray  dnty 
to  try  all  proheite  methodt  to  reOart 
the  poor  oUteail  to  ftveua*  And  who 
knowt  but  that  onoe  indolgnit  unclai 
who  hat  very  preat  weight  in  the  fa- 
mily, niej  bie' induced  to  interpole  td 
my  behalf?  I  wi11giveupal!riehran4 
title  to  my  grandfather*!  devi^a  an4 
bequeftt,  with  all  my  heart  s^nd^foul* 
to  whom  Uiey  pleafe,  in  order  to  make 
ray  propofal  palatable  to  my  brother* 
And  that  my  furrender  niay  be  effec- 
tual, I  will  engage  never  to  marry. 
.  >  What  tfaiok  you,  my  dear,  of  thia 
catpedient  ?  Surely  ^|My  cannot  rtfolve 
to  renounce  me  for  ever.  If  they  look 
with  impartial  evet  upon  what  hat  hap-^ 
pened,  they  will  haive  fomethiog  to 
hlame  tbemfelves  for,  as  well  as  »^« 

I  prefuoM,  that  you  will  be  of  opi* 
nion,  that  this  expedient  is  worth  try- 
ing. But  here  it  my  difficultv;  if  I 
ihonld  write,  my  hard-hearted  brother 
lias  Co  ftrongly  oon  federated  them  all 
againft  roe,  tlut  .my  letter  woiUd  bt 
handed  about  from  o«e  to  another,  till 
he  had  hardened  every-one  to  ripfufeiny 
requeft^  whereas  could  my  uude  be 
engaged  to  efpouie  my  cau£^,  as  fron 
hiSfelf,  I  Should  have  fome  hopej  at 
I  prefume  to  think  he  would  foon  have 
my  mother  and  my  aunt  of  his  party. 

What  therefore  I  am  thinking  of,  it 
this-<-Suppofe  Mr.  Hickman,  wholh 
good  chara£ler  has  gained  bim  every- 
body>  refpe£^,  ihould  put  bimfelf  tn 
my  uncle  Harlowe't  way?  And  (at  if 
from  your  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of 
things  between  Mr.  X^velace  an^  ms> 
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tttire  bfift  not  oflly  ttf ,  die  tbove  pmU 
tular<»  but  that  I  un  mulei:  no  pbliga- 
tioDs  that  ihall  hinder  me  frdm  taking 
kisdire^iona? 

X  fubmit  the  whole  to  jpour  difere^ 
tion»  whether  tojpurfue  it  at  all,  or  in 
what  manner*  But  if  it  hi  piirfned* 
^nd  if  my  uncle  refufet  to  interefthim- 
Iclf  in  my  favour  upon  Mr.  Hickman *a 
application  zt  from  you,  (for  (6,  for 
oovious  reafonc,  it  muft  be  put)  I  can 
then  have  no  hope;  and  my  next  ftep  in 
the  mind  I  am  irt,  ihall  be  to  throw  my- 
^if  into  the  proteAion  of  the  ladies  of 
hit  family. 

It  were  an  imniety  to  adopt  the  foU 
lowing  lines,  oecaufe  it  would  be 
throwing  upon  the  decrtet  of  Provi- 
dence a  fault  too  much  my  own.  But 
often  do  I  revolve  theniy  for  the  fake  pf 
the  general  fimilitnde  which  they  bear 
|o  my  unhappy,  yet  undefigned  error* 

*  To  yon,  great  godtl  I  make  my  laft  appeals 
'<  Or  clear  my  vutuc%  or  my  crimet  rcTeal. 

*  If  «ruid*riiig  m  themase  of  life  I  ntoi 

<  Aa<i  backward  tread  the  ftept  I  fought  to 

*  ibuo,    , 

*  Impute  my  error  to  your  own  decree: 

<  My  rcsT  aicguUtyi  but  my  uttAKT  h 

•free.' 

ne  iaA  dates  agatk  en  Monday  ^  to 
let  Nlifs  Honve  kmnv,  that  Mr. 
Leveutcef  on  ob/erving  her  nneafi* 
neTSf  had  introduced  to  ber  Mr. 
MenneU,  Mrs.  FreUhville^s  kinf^ 
man,  ivho  snanagedall  ber  affairs. 
She  talis  him  a  young  officer  offenfe 
emd  politenefsy  ivho  gave  her  an 
account  of  tie  houfe  and  furniture, 
to  the  fapie  tffeS  that  Mr.  Love- 
lace bad  done  before* i  as  alfoof 
the  melancholj  luey  Mrs.  Fretcb' 
vUle  is  in. 

She  teUs  Mifs  Honue,  bonv  extremely 
urgent  Mir,  Lovelace  *was  vuitb  toe 
gentleman  to  get  bisf^oufe  (as  be 
monv  airways  calls  ber  h^ore  com^ 
pasty)  a  fight  of  the  boufe :  and  that 
Mr.  Mfssnell  undertook  that  very 
afternoon  tofitevs  her  all  of  it,  ex- 
reft  the  apartment  Airs.  Fretch^ 
nnllejbould  he  in  ivhen  fie  went. 
But  that  fie  chufed  not  to  take  ano* 
tber  ftep  tiUfie  knew  how  fie  ap- 
proved of  her  fcbeme  to  have  her 
vncle  fovnded\  aadwtb  vuhatfuc- 


eifs^  if  tried,  h  mmU  3f  «» 

Mr.  Lovelace,  in  bis  bummu  ^im^, 

£'vee  bis  friend  an  euentiet  ef  tk 
dfs  peevifinefs  emd  d^oSliom,  oo 
fieeivtng  a  Utter  with  bar  elomtbSi 
He  regrets  that  be  has  lalf  her  eou' 
Jidencoi  vabicb  be  attrihmt^e  to  Ini 
bringing  ber  iato  the  coaspaen  ofhix 
four  companions,  Tet  he  tBsssii  bi 
Muft  excdfe  them,  asid  cenfmre  bet 
for  over-nicenefsi  for  thm  he  ne* 
t/er  fofw  men  behave  hetttr^  m 
lea/t  not  thaa. 
Mentioning  bis  isstrodsuit^  Msr.  Mem* 
neU  to  ber 


*  Now,  Tack,'  fays  he,  *  was  it  not 
very  kind  of  Mr.  Mcnndl  fCaptaiB 
Mennel  I  fometimes  called  nimi  for 
among  the  jnilitary  men  there  is  no 
fuch  officer,  thou  knowef^,  aa  a  lieaH^ 
nant,  or  an  «|^^— Was  it  not  very 
kind  in  him]  to  come  atonr  with  me 
fo  readily  as  he  did  to  fatisfy  my  be- 
loved about  the  vapoorifli  Jady  and 
the  houfe? 

**  But  who  is  Captain  Menndl  V* 
meihinks  thou    aliccft:    <«  I  never 
<  heard  of  fuch  a  man  as  CapfaJ9 
Mennell." 

*  Very  likely.  But  knoweft  thoa 
not  youne  Newcomb,  honeft  Dok- 
man's  nephew  V 

"  O-ho!  Is  it  he?** 

*  It  is.  And  I  have  changed  bis 
name  by  virtue  of  m v  own  fingle  ao- 
thority.  KnOweftthon  not,  that  I 
am  a  sreat  name- father?  Prefcrmeata  i 
I  beftow  both  military  and  civil.  *  I  \ 
give  eftates,  and  take  them  away  al  { 
my  pleaAire.  Quality  too  I  cieate. 
And  by  a  ftill  more  valuable 
gative,  I  degrade  hj  virtue 
own  imperial  will,  without  any 
a£t  of  forfeiture  than  form/ own  coa-  j 
venience.  What  a  poor  thing  it  a  ^ 
monarch  to  me! 

*  But  Mennell,  now  he  has  feen  this  i 
angel  of  a  woman,  has  qualms  ^  that's  i 
the  devil!— I  fliall  have  enough  to  da  i 
to  keep  him  right.  But  it  is  the  lefc  • 
wonder,  that  be  (hould  ftagger,  when  j 
a  few  hours  converfation  with  difi 
fame  lady  could  make  four  ffioc|f 
more  hardened  varlets  fiod  bearts^^^ 
Only,,  that  I  am  confident,  that  I. 
fhalt  at  laft  reward  her  vuftoe^  if  • 
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*  vittmt  cwrtiJgwe  me,  or  I  Ihonld  find 
«  it  impoffiblc  to  pcrfcverc— For  at 
'  times  I  have  coAfounilcd  qualms  my- 
«  ^if.     Bucfiiy  not  a  word  of  them  to 

*  tlieconfFitemtty:  nor  laugh  at  me 
f  forihemthyrelf/ 

/if  amnbir  Jftter,  Jated  M^uditf  nigbi, 
b€  Veritas  mj/oUqws: 

«  ThU  penrerfe  lady  keepa  me  at  fueh 
<  diftance,  that  I  am  fure  fometbtng  H 
'  going  on  between  her  and  Mtft  Howe, 
f  notwithfta^ding  the  prohibkion  from 

*  Mrs.  Howe  to  both:  and^  as  I  havt 

*  thoBsht  it  ibmc  degree  of  merit  in 

*  myCSfto  pynifli  others  for  their  tranf- 
f  greliiona,  I  am  of  opinion  that  both 
^  tiiefe  girls  aie  punUhable  £ar  theh* 

*  breach  of  parental  in^aa6liona.  And 
•^  ma  t«  their  letter-carrier,  I  have  been 
^  enquiring  into  his  way  of  itiring^  and 
^  findiiighimtobeaGofiuaonpoacber,% 

*  deer-  ftealer,  apd  warren  •  robber^  who, 
'  QoderpqeCeoceoffaiggling,  deals  with 
•^  a  iet  of  ciiilomers,  who  conftantlv 

*  takeallhebriogs,  whetliei*iiih,  fop^i, 
,^  or  venison,  i  hold  myieif  juii£ed 
l^^fisice  Wilfoo^s  conveyance  m\ift  at 
■^  pt^ent  beracred)tohaTehim  dripped 
f  and  robbed,  and  what  jaoae^r  heiias 
^  -^out  him  gi?en  to  the  poor;  fince  if 

*  I  take  ootponey^as  well  as  ietfters^ 
*>  lihaflbefiifpeftod. 

*  To  ftrve  ooe*t  fetf  and  punilh  n 
^  villaan  at  the  fame  time,  is  ierving 
pablick  and  private.     The  law  was 
laotmadefortuchamafiasme.   And 
1 1   mM/i  come  at  cor/cfpondences  fo 
jdiibbediently  carried  on. 

But,  oafecond  thoughts,  if  J  couM 
[find  out  that  th^  dear  creature  carried 
ny  of  her  letters  in  her  pockets,  I 
an  get  her  to  a  play  or  to  a  concert, 
nd  file  may  have  the  misfortune  to 
lie  her  pockets. 

But  howfliall  I  find  this  out;  fince 

Dorcas  knows  no  more  of  her 

irelling   and    undreAing,   than  her 

ovelace?    For  ^e  is  drefled  for  the 

jr,l>cfore  the  appears «ven  to  her  fer- 

nt.     Vilely  io(piciousl  Upon  my 

Jfnok,  t  iu^icious  temper  is  a 

ulbable  temper.     If  a  woman  fu- 

€t%  a  ix>goe  in  an  honeK  man,  is 

i^not  enoiig|fa  to  make  the  honefi^  man 

^  fcaowa  it  a  rogue  ? 

But  at  to  her  p^fts,  I  think  my 

~  hankers  atW  them,  as  the  leis 

ifcbierous  attempt.    Bi^t  they  can- 
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f  not  hold  aU  the  lettMTS  that  tihould  will. 

*  to  fee.     And  yet  a  wom9n*s  pockef» 
-^  are  half  as  deep  as  Che  is  high.    Tied 

*  round  the  fweet  levities^  I  prtfuQit^ 

*  as  ballaftbags,  left  the  wind,  as  they 

*  move  with  full  fail,  from  whale  rib- 
<  bed  canvas,  ihould  blow  away  the' 
'  gypfies.'   / 

He  tbin^  in  Mfprehfti/Un  that  fime^ 
thing  is  meStatlng  igfweiH  the  tnoo 
ladksy  sr  tbatfonutb'tMg  nuy  beftt 
on  fiat  to  git  Mifs  Harlowe  out  ^ 
his  bamis,  rtUUis  fiver al  of  bis  con^ 

.  trivames,  and  bodies  rf  bit  in^- 
ftruSioiu  given  in  ^writing  to  Dor* 
tM  and  to  bis  ferftoMt  Wiil  Snm^ 
m€rs\  and  fays ^  that  be  bos  prd^ 
t/ided  agasnjt  e*uny  poffibis  acci» 
dent^  even  to  brinff  her  back  if/be 
fionld  efcmpe^  or  tn  cafk  flte  finuU 
go  abroad^  and  tben  refuie  to  re- 
turn; and  bofesfo  to  wsamagiy  as. 
that,  fbonld  be^  snake  an  attempt^ 
nubethor  befkeeeeded  in  it  or  mtf  bo 
sn^  bave  a  pretence  to  detain  ber. 

He  tben /proceeds  as  follows t 

*  I  have  ordered  Dorcas  to  cultiv^ife 

*  by  ail  means  her  lady's  favour;  to 

*  lament  her  incapacity  as  to  writing 

*  and  reading;  to  (hew  letters  to  her 
<>  lady,  as  from  pretended  country  rela- 

*  tions;  to  beg  her  advice  how  to  anfwer 

*  them,  and  to  ^t  them  anfwered;  and 

*  to  be  always  aiming  at  fcrawling  with 

*  a  pen,  left  inky  fingers  Aould  give 

*  fufpieion.     I  have  moreorer  given  the  ' 
'  wenoh  an  ivory- leafed  pocket-book , 

<  with  a  ftlver  pencil,    that  (he  mav 

*  'make  memoranda  on  occafion. 

*  Afid  let  me  tell  thee  that  the  lady 

*  has  already  (at  Mrs.  Sinclair's  mo- 

*  tion)  removed  her  cloaths  out  of  the 

*  trunks  they  came  in,  into  an  ample 
'  maboganvrepofitory,  where  they  will 

*  lie  at  full    length,   and  which  hat 

*  drawers  in  it  for  linen .    A  repofitory, 

*  that   ufed  to   hold  the  richcft  fuits 

*  which  fome  of  the  nymphs  put  on, 

*  when  they  are  to  be  drcfTed  out  to  cap- 

<  tivate,  orto  apec|ualiiy.     For  many 

*  a  countefs,  thou   knoweft,  has  our 

*  mother  equipped j  nay,  two  or  three 

*  dutchefies,  wno  live   upon   quality'* 
»  /rr/99i  with  tneir  lords.     But  this  to 

<  fuchas  will  come  up  to  her  price,  and 

*  een  make  an  appearance  like  quality 

*  themftlves  on  the  occafion:  for  thtf 

*  reputation  of  pufons  of  birth  muft 
3  O  «  not 
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*  not  lie  at  the  mercy  of  every  undir^ 

*  A  mafter-  key  which  wil  1  open  every 

<  lock  in  this  cheft,  is  put  into  Dor- 

*  cas*8  hands;  and  (he  is  to  take  care, 
'*  when  ihe  fearcbes  for  paper*)  before 

'  ihe  removes  any -thing,   to  obferve 

*  how  it  lies,  that  (he  may  replace  all 

*  to  a  hair.     Sally  and  Polly  can  oc- 

*  caiionally  help  to  tranfcribe.     Slow 

*  and  fare  with  fuch  an  Argus-eyed 

*  chaimer  muft  be  all  my  movements. 
'  It  is  impoflible  that  one  fo  young 

^  and  fo  inexperienced  as  (he  is,  can 

*  have  all  her  caution  from  herfclf; 

*  the  behaviour  of  the  women  fo  un- 

*  exceptionable;  no  revel  lings,  no  com- 
^  pany  ever  admitted  into  this  inner- 

*  houfe;  all  genteel,  quiet,  and  eafy, 

*  in  it)  the  nymphs   well-bred,  and 

*  well-read;  her  firft  difgufts  to  the  old 

*  one  got  over.— It  muft  be  Mifs  Howe 

<  therefore  [Who  once  viras  in  danger 

*  of  being  taken  in  by  one  of  our  clafs, 

*  by  honeft  Sir  Geoi^  Colmar,  as  thou 

*  haft  heard]  that  makes  my  progrefs 

*  difficult. 

*  Thoufeeft,  Belford,  by  the  above 

*  freeautionaries^  that  I  forget  nothing. 

*  As  the  fong  fays,  it  is  not  to  be  tma- 

*  gined—     - 

**  On  what  flight  ftrings 
*<  Depend  thofc  things 
«<  On  which  men  buiki  their  glory!" 

*  So  far,  fo  good.    I  (ball  never  reft 

*  till  I  havedifcovered  in  the  (irft  place, 

<  where  the  dear  creature  nuts  her  let- 

*  ters;  and  in  the  next  till  I  have  ?oc 

*  her  to  a  play,  to  a  concert,  or  to  take 

*  an  airing  with  me  out  of  town  for  a 

*  day  or  two.' 

*  I  GAVE  thee  juft  now  fome  of  my 
f  contrivances.  Dorcas »  who  is  ever 
'  attentive  to  all  her  lady's  motions, 

*  ha^  given  me  fome  inftances  of  her 

*  mtflrtfs's  precautions.  She  wafers  her 
'  letters,  itfeems,  in  two  places;  pricks 
'  the  wafcj*s;  and  then  fcals  upon  them. 

*  No  doubt  but  the  fame  care  is  taken 
'  with  regard  to  thofc  brought  to  her; 

*  for  (lie  always  examines  the  feals  of 
f  the  latter  before  die  opens  them. 

<  I  muft,  I  muft  comeatthem.  This 
f  difficulty  augments  my  curiofity. 
^  Strange,  fo  much  as  (he  writes,  and 
f  at  all  h^rS|  that  not^one  llcepy  or 


*  forgetful  moment  hu  oflfered  in  vcfl 
«  favour! 

*  A  fair  contention,  thoufeeft:  noi 

*  plead  thou  in  her  favour  her  ymtky 

*  her  beauty^  her  jamHy^  her  fTtmme 

*  CuEDULiTY,  Ihe  Kas   none;    and 

*  with  regard  to  her  tender  year  s 

*  Am  I  not  ^ young felt9^  myieHF.^  A\ 

*  to  BEAUTY;  pr'ythce,  Jack,dotho« 

*  to  fpare  my  modefty,  make  mcompa* 

*  ri(bn  between  my  Clarifla  for  a  <rt«f 

*  iSMur,  and  thy  Lovelace  for  a  jrudt. 

*  For  her  F  A  M I L  Y,  that  was  not  k  nown 
'  to  it's  country  a  century  ago:  and  1 
'  hate  tliem  all'  but  her.     Have  I  not 

*  caufe?— For  her  FORTUNE;  fortane, 

*  thou  knoweft,  was  ever  a/innriWi  with 

*  roe;  and  this  for  reafons  not  ignoble. 
'  Do  not  girls  of  fortune  adorn  them* 

*  fel  ves  on  punpofe  to  engage  our  attcn* 
'  *  tion }  Seek  they  not  to  draw  us  info 

*  their  fnaresf  Depend  they  not,  gene- 
'  rally,  on  thriryor/mrf/,  in  the  views 

*  they  have  upon  us,  more  than  on 
'  their  merits?  Shall  we  deprive  them 

*  of  the  benefit  of  their  primcipal  Ac- 

*  pendeitce  >— Can    I,    in   particuUr, 

*  marry  e^ity  girl  who  wiihes  ta  oh- 

*  tain  my  notice?  If  therefore,  infitp*^ 
^  port  of  the  libertine  principles  for 

*  which  none  of  the  fweet  rogues  hatej 
'  us,  a  woman  of  foitune  is  brou 

*  to  yield  homage  to  her  emperor, 
'  any  confequences  attend  theyic^j^ 
<  tiom^  is  not  ftich  a  one  (hieldtti  by1 

*  fortune,  as  well  from  infalt  and  < 

*  tempt,  as  from  indigence?^— All,  1 

*  that  admits  of  debate  between  my  fe 

*  loved  and  me,  is  only  this— Wh' 

*  of  the  two  has  more  'wit^  more  cA 

*  atmJpe^oM'-'And  that  renaains  to  1 
«  tried. 

*  A  fad  life  however,  this  life  i 

*  doubt  and  fufpenfe^  for  the  poor  la 

*  to  live,  as  well  as  for  me;  that  is  j 

*  fay,  if  (he  be  not  mafttraify  jealous^ 

*  I f^  (he  be,  her  uneaiinefs  is  conftiti 

*  tional,  and  (he  cannot*  help  it; 

*  will  it  in  that  cafe  hurt  her*    Fo 

*  fu  fpi  ciou  s  tern  per  will  make  c 

*  for  doubt,  if  none  were  to  ofterj 

*  it's  hand.     My  fair-one  therefi 

*  naturally  fufpicious,  is  oblieed  to  ^ 

*  for  faving  her  the  trouble  of  JIu' 

*  for  thefe  occafions^-But  after all^  l| 

*  plaineft  paths  in  our  joumieatfa 
«  life  are  the  fafeft  and  beft  I  beli<^ 
<  although  it  is  not  eiven  me  ^o  ch 

*  them.    1  am  not^  howeTcr,  (in 
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^  in  the  parAsit  of  the  more  intricate 

*  paths;  lince  there  are  thoufands  and 

*  ten  thoufands  who  had  rather  fifti  in 
<  troubled  waters  than  in  fmooth.' 


LETTER    IX., 

ML.  LOVELACE,    TO   JOtfN    BEL- 
rORDy  Esq.' 

TVIIDi^T,  MAY  ^. 

IAnt  a  very  unhappy  man.  This 
lady  it  faid  to  be  one  of  the  fweet-' 
eft-tempered  creatures  in  the  world: 
Bnd  To  I  thouirht  her.  But  to  me,  ihe 
is  one  of  the*  moft  perverfe.  I  never 
was  fuppofed  to  be  an  ill-natured  mor- 
tal neither.  How  can  it  be  ?  I  ima- 
gined for  a  long  while,  that  we  were 
bom  to  make  each  other  happy :  but 
qoite  the  contrary;  we  really  feem  to 
be  fent  to  plague  each  other. 

I  will  write  a  comedy^  I  think.  I 
hare  a  title  ready;  and  that^s  half  the 
work.  Tbe  ^narrrlfomt  Lovers,  'Twill 
do.  There's  fomething  new  and  ftrik- 
ingin  it.  Yet,  more  or  lefs,  ail  loVers 
ifuaffel.  Old  Terence  has  taken  no- 
tice of  that;  and  obierves  upon  it, 
That  lovers  faUing-out  occafions  lov* 
tnfalling-hii  and  a  better  underftand- 
ing  of  courfe.  *Tis  natural  that  it 
ihould  be  h.  But  with  us,  we  fall- 
out lb  often,  without  falling-in  once; 
and  a  fecond  quarrel  fo  generally  hap- 
pens before  a  fitA  is  made  up;  that  it 
IS  hard  to'  guefs  what  event  our  loves 
will  be  attended  with.  But  perftve. 
ranee  is  my  glory,  and  patience  my 
handmaid,  when  I  have  in  view  an  ob- 
jed  worthy  of  my  attempts.  What  is 
there  in  an  eafy  conqueft  ?  Hudibraa 
queftions  well«- 

<  1*— What  mad  lover  ever  dy*d 

*  To  gain  a  foft  and  eafy  bride  f 

*  Off  for  a  lady  tendcT-hcarted^ 

^  Jn  pmliiig  ftreams,  or  hemp,  departed  ?* 

But  I  will  lead  to  the  occafion  of  this 
preamble. 

I  bad  been  out.«  On  my  return, 
meeting  Dorcas  on  the  ftairs— '  Your 
'  lady  m  her  chamber,  Dorcas?'—- 'In 

*  the  dinine-room,  Sir :    and  if  ever 

*  you  hope  Tor  an  opportunity  to  come 
'  at  a  letter,  it  mutl  be  now.  For  at 
'  h«r  feet  I  £»w  one  lie,  which,  as  may 

*  be  S»u  by  itls  open  iold^,  (he  has 
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«  been  reading,  witll  a  little  parcel  of 
'  others  ihe  is  now  bufied  with — All, 

*  pulled  out  of  her  pocket,  as  I  be- 

<  lieve.     So^  Sir,  vou^U  know  where 

<  to  find  theib  another  time.* 

I  was  ready  to  leap  for  joy,  and  in« 
ftantlyrefolved  to  bring  forward  an  ex* 
pfdient  which  I  had  held  in  petto;  and 
entering  into  the  dining-room  with  aa 
air  of  tranfport,  I  boldly  clafped  my 
ailns  about  her,  as  (hel'at}  ihe  hud- 
dling up  her  papers  in  her  handker* 
chief  all  the  time;  the  dropt  paper  un* 
feen.     <  O  my  deareft  life,  a  lucky  ex*. 

*  pedient  have  Mr.  Mennell  and  I  hit 

*  upon,  juft  now.     In  order  to  hafteit 

*  Mi;s.  Fretchville  to  quit  the  houle,  I 

*  have  agreed,   if  you  approve  of  it, 

*  to  entertain  her  cook,    her  houfe- 

*  maid,  ^nd  two  men-fervants,  (about 

*  whom  Ibe  was  very  folicitous)  till 

*  you  are  provided  to  your  mind.  And 
'  that    no  accommodations    may   be 

*  wanted,  I  have  confented  to  take  the 

*  houlhold  linen  at  an  appraifement. 

'  I  am  to  pay  down  five  hundred 

*  podnds,  and  the  remainder  as  fooa 
<  as  the  bills  can  be  looked  up,  and 

*  the  amount  of  them  ad jufted.    Thu$ 

*  will  you  have  a  charming  houfe  en- 

*  tirelv  resLdy  to  receive  you.     Some 

*  of  the  ladies  of  my  family  will  foon 

*  be  with  you:  they  will  not  permit 

*  you  long  to  fufpend  my  happy  day. 

*  And  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to 

«  gratify  your  utrooft  punftilio,  I  will   . 

*  till  then  confent  to  (lay  here  at  Mrs. 

*  Sinclair's,  while  you  reiideat  your 
«  new  houfe  5  and  leave  the  reft  to  youir 
'  owngeneroiity.    O  my  beloved  crea- 

*  ture,  will  not  thjs  be- agreeable  to 

*  you  ?  I  am  fure  it  will — It  muft-^^ 
And  clafping  her  clofer  to  me,  I  gave 
her  a  mOre  fervent  kifs  than  ever  I 
had  dared  to  give  her  before.  I  per- 
mitted  not  my  ardour  to  overcome  my 
Hifcretion  however^  ^r  I  took  care  to 
fet  my  foot  upon  the  letter,  and  fcraped 
it  farther  from  her,  as  it  were  behind 
her  chair. . 

She  was  in  a  paflion  at  the  liberty  I    ' 
took.     Bowing  low,  I  begged  her  par- 
don; and  Itooping  ftill  lower,  in  the 
fame  motion,  took  up  the  letter,  and 
whipt  it  into  my  bofom.  i 

Pox  on  me  for  a  puppy,  a  fool,  a 
blockhead,  a  clumfy  varl%t,  a  mere 
Jack  Belford!  — I  thought  myfclf  a. 
much  cleverer  fellow  than  I  am! — 
Why  could  I  not  have  been  followed  / 
3  0*  ia 
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In  by  Doreas,  whb  migltt  have  taken 
it  tip.  while  laddiefled  her  Udjr? 

Fdr  here,  the  letter  Being  unfolded^ 
I  could  not  put  it  into  m)r^ofom«  with- 
out alarmiDB  her  ears,  ai'  my  fudden 
motion  did  ner  eyes.^-Up  fiie  flew  in 
a  moment:  '  Traitor!  Juda«!'  het 
^yes  flashing  lighcnTngi  and  a  pertur- 
bation in  her  eager  countenance,  Co 
chartning! — '  What  have  you  taken 
«  up  ?•— And  thfen,  what  for  both  my 
•ars  I  durft  not  have  done  to  her,  (he 
made  no  fcruple  to  feixe  the  ftolen  let- 
ter,  though  in  my  bcfom. 

What  was  to  be  done  on  fo  palpable 
adeteftion?— I  clafped  her  hand,  which 
llad  hold  of  the  ravilhed  paper*  be- 
tween mine:  *  O  my  beloved  creature!' 
fatdl,  *  can  you  think  I  have  not  fome 

*  curiofity  ^  Is  it  poflTible  yon  can  be 
^  thus  forever  employed;  and  I,  lov- 
^  ing  tiarrative   letter- writing   above 

*  fevcry  olher  fpectes  of  writings  and 
.  '  admiring  your  talent  that  way,  fliould 

*  not  (thus  upon  thfe  dawn  of  my  hap < 
^  pinels,  as  I  preAime  to  hope)  burn 

*  with  a  defire  to  be  admitted  into  fo 
«  fwect  a  horrcfpcndence?* 

*  Let  go  my  hand ! '— ftamping  with 
liei' pretty  foot:  *  how  dare  you,  SJr!-^ 

*  At  this  rate,  I  fee— Too  plainly  I 

*  fee-*-*  And  more  (he  could  not  fay: 
hu\  gai))ingi  'was  ready  to  faint  with 

Eaflion  and  affright;  thb  devil  a  bit  of 
eraccuftomed  gentlenefs  to  be  feen  in 
iier  charming  face,  or  to  be  heard  in  her 
mnfical  voice. 

Having  gone  thus  far,  loth,  very 
loth  was  1  to  lofe  my  prif  e— Once  more 
I  e6t  hold  of  the  rumpled -up  letter  !-^ 

*  Imfudent  manT  were  her  words: 
ftamping  again.  *  For  God^j  fake,* 
then  it  was .  I  let  go  my  prize,  left  (he 
ihould  faint  away:  but  had  the  pleafum 
iirft  to  find  my  hand  within  both  hera^ 
Ihe  trying  to  open  my  reluftant  fingers. 
How  near  was  mynheart  at  that  moment 
io  my  hand,  throbbing  to  my  fingers 
^nds,  to  be  thus  familiarly,  although 
angrily,  treated  by  the  chaxmer  of  my 
Ibul! 

When  fhehad  got  it  in  herpofTeflion, 
fhe  (few  to  the  door.  I  threw  myfelf 
hi.her  way,  ihtit  It,  and,  in  the  hum* 
blell  manner,  befought  her  to  forgive 
me.  ^  Atid  yet  do  you  think  the  Har- 
lowe- hearted  charmer  (notwithfhmd- 
ing  the  agreeable  annunciation  t  cami 
in  wiih)  would  forgive  me?— No 
truly}  butpu(hiligh}bi\i4elyii'emtkt 
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'door,  as  if  I  had  been  nothing,  (Yet 
do  I  love  to  try,  fo  innocently  to  try# 
her  ftrength  too!]  (he  gaining  that 
force  through  pafTion,  which  I  trad  \ofk 
through  fear,  out  (he  (hot  to  her  own 
apartnnent;  [Thank  my  ftars  &e  could 
fly  no  furtherl]  and  as  foon  as  (he  en- 
tered it,  in  a  pa(rion  ftill,  fhe  double- 
locked  and  double -bolted  heriielf  in. 
This  my  comfort,  on  rede^ion,  that, 
upon  a  greater  offence,  it  cannot  be 
worfe. 

I  retreated  to  mv  own  apaitment, 
with  my  heart  full:  and,  my  mia 
Will  not  being  nvar  me,  gave  myfelf 
a  plaguy  knock  on  the  forehead  with 
my  double  fift. 

And  now  is  my  charmtr  (hut  up 
from  me:  xtfufmg  to  fee  mcf  refufiag 
her  meals.  She  refolves  noi  to  fee  me; 
that^s  more:—- never  a|;ain,  if  Ak  can 
help  it}  and  i«  tbe  mmd  fai  is  »— I 
hope(hehas  faid. 

The  dear  creatures,  whenever  they 
quarrel  with  their  humble  fcnrants, 
fliould  always  remember  this  faring 
claufV,  that  they  may  not  be  forfwors. 

But  thinkcll  thou  that  I  will  net 
make  it  the  fuhje6k  of  oi)e  of  my  firft 
plots,  to  inform  myfelf  of  the  reafon 
why  all  this  commotion  was  netefTarf 
on  fo  (light  an  occafion  as  this  ympM 
have  been,  were  not  the  lettera  that 
pafs  between  theft  ladies  of  a  treaioD* 
able  nature? 

WEDNBSDAT  mUNIIKC. 

No  admiflion  to  break  faff »  anv  more 
than  to  fupper.  I  wi(h  tfaia  lady  is 
not  a  (impleton,  after  ali.^ 

I  have  fent  up  in  Capt^  MennelPs 
name. 

*  A  hieffage  from  Capt.  Menndii 
<  Madam.* 

It  won't  do.  She  is  of  baby  age* 
j6he  cannot  be^^a  Solomon,  I  was  go- 
ing to  fay,  in  every-thing.  SolmMQ^ 
Jack,  was  the  wifeft  man.  But  dlAA 
ever  hear  who  was  the  wifeft  woman  * 
t  want  a  coiftpaf-ifbn  for  Mi  lady. 
Cunning  women  and  witches  we  read 
oF  Without  number.  Bxit  I  fnocy  trnf- 
dam  never  ei^tered  into  the  chara£ler  of 
a  woman.  It  i^  not  a  requifite  of  (he 
6x.  Women,  indeed,  make  b«ner  %^ 
vereigna  than  men:  but  why  is  that f 
i— Becauft.the  wonaen-fovenigns  art 

foverned  by  mea^  the  mcn-fov^nigni 
y  women.— Chalrmingv  by  my  (bull 
For  \mtit  we  guefa  at  tlMb  mdler  bf 
which  ^Qifa  «it  AciPBd, 
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Btf(  tD  )]l3tttng'w1fdoni  out  of  th« 
qvefiion,  andto  take  cunning  inj  that 
is  to  fay,  to  confider -woman  as  a  wo- 
man; what  fiiall  we  do,  if  this  lady 
has  romething  extraordinary  in.  her 
head?  Repeated  charges  has  (he  given 
to  Wflibn,  by  a  particular  meflengcri 
to  (end  any  letter  dire^ed  for  her  ^be 
moment  it  conies. 

I  mnft  keep  a  good  look-out.  She 
it  not  now  afraid  of  her  bi'other's  pipt. 
I  ihan't  be  at  all  furprized,  if  Single- 
ton calls  upon  Mifs  Howe»  as  the  only 
peribn  who  knonvst  or  is  likefy  tB  kmnv^ 
where  Mifs  Harlowe  is$  prcceiidmg  to 
have  affairs  of  importance,  and  of  par- 
ticular Itryice  to  her,  if  h.e  can  but  be 
admitted  to  her  fpeech— Of  compro- 
mSt^  who  knows,  from  her  brother? 

Then  will  Mifs  Howe  warn  her  to 
keep  clofe.  Then  will  my  proteAion 
be  again  neceifary.  This  vnW  do,  I 
believe.  Any- thing  from  Mifs  Howe 
moft. 

Jofeph  Leman  U  a  vile  feHow  with 
her,  and  my  implem<^nt.  Joiepb>  bt* 
nejl  Jofeph,  as  I  call  him,  may  hang 
htmfelf.  I  have  played  him  ofTenough, 
and  have  very  little  farther  ufe  for 
him.  N»  need  to  wear  one  plot  to  the 
ftumps»  when  I  can  find  new  ones  every 
hour. 

Nor  blame  mc  for  the  ufe  I  make  of 
my  talents.  Who,  that  hath  fuch, 
will  let  >ro  be  idle } 

Weil  then,  I  will  find  a  Singletoni 
that*6  ail  I  have  to  do. 

Infiaatly  find  one  1— <  Will!' 

•  Sir.' 

'  This  moment  call  me  hither  thy 
^  coufin  Paul  Whcatly,  juft  come  from 

*  fea,  whom  thou  wert  recommending 

•  to  my  fervice,  if  I  were  to  marry, 
^  and  keep  a  pleafure-boat." 

Preiio— Will  8  gone— Paul  will  be 
here  prefently.  Prefently  will  he  be 
gone  to  Mrs .  Howe's .  If  Paul  be  Sin^ 
gieton^  mate,  coming  from  his  captain, 
it  will  do  aa  well  as  if  it  were  Single- 
ton himielf. 

Sally,  a  little  devil,  often  reproaches 
me  wkh  the  fiownefs  of  my  proceed - 
ioga.  .  But  in  a  play  does  not  the  prin* 
tipal  enleftainment  lie  in  xhtjtrjfiur 
tftfj  F  Is  sot  all  in  a  manner  over  when 
yott  come  to  the  Jiftbf  And  what  a 
irvltuic  of  a  man  moft  he  be,  who 
iMvfea  np^n  bis  prey,  and  in  the  fame 
'^  KMd  devours? 


But  to  own  the  truth.  I  have  over* 
plotted  myfelf.  To  make  my  worl^ 
(ccure,  as  I  thought,  I  have  fright^ 
the  dear  creature  with  the  fight  <?  my 
four  Hottentots,  and  I  fliall  be  a  long 
time,  I  doobtf  before  I  can  recover  my 
loft  ground.  And  then  this  curfed  la  • 
mily  at  Harlowe  Placp  have  matk  h«f 
out  of  humour  with  mf,  with  ifrfi^ 
and  with  all  the  ivorU,  but  Mifs  Howe, 
who  no  doubt,  is  continually  adding 
difficulties  to  my  other  difficulties. 

I  am  very  unwilling  to  have  rccourib 
to  meafures  which  tSefe  daemons  be. 
low  are  continually  urging  me  to  takei 
becaufe  I  am  fure,  that,  at  hit,  I  ihalf 
be  brought  to  make  her  legally  mine. 

Onecompleat  trial  over,  and  I  think 
I  will  do  her  noble  juftice. 

Wbll,  Paul's  got\e— Gone  already 
—Has  ail  his  lefTons.  A  notable  feU 
lowi— Lord  W«*s  necelfary-man  wan 
Paul  before  he  went  to  fca.  A  more 
fenfible  rogue  Paul  than  Jofeph !  Not 
fttch  a  pretender  to  piety  neither,  as  the 
other.  At  what  a  price  have  I  bought 
that  Jofeph!  I  believe  1  muft  puuiib 
the  i-afcal  at  la  ft:  but  mud  let  him 
marry  firft:  then  (though  that  may  be 
puniJhment  enough}  I  (hall  panifb  two 
at  once  in  the  man  and  his  wife.  And 
how  richly  does  Betty  deferve  punifb- 
ment  for  her  behaviour  to  mygoddefs? 

But  now  I  hear  the  rufty  hmges  qf 
my  bcloved^s  door  give  tne  creakii^ 
invitation.  My  heart  creaks  and  throba 
with  refpondent  trepidations:  whimfi- 
cal  enough  though !  For  what  relation 
has  a  lover's  heart  to  a  rufty  pair  of 
hinges?  But  they  are  the  hinges  that 
open  and  (hut  the  door  of  my  belov- 
^  ed*s  bedchamber.  Relation  enough  \m 
that. 

I  hear  not  the  door  /hut  again.  I 
ftall  receive  her  commands  I  hopeanon. 
What  fignifies  her  keeping  me  thus  at 
adiftance?  She  muft  be  mine,  let  me 
do  or  ofter  what  I  will.  Courage 
whenever  {  a  (Fume,  all  i^  over:  rar 
fhould  die  think  of  efcaping  fnona 
hence,  whither  can  flie  fly  to  avoid  me? 
Her  parents  ^ill  not  receive  her.  Her 
uncles  will  not  entertain  her.  Her  be« 
loved  Norton  is  in  ^heir  dire^lion^  and 
cannot.  Mifs  Howe  dare  not.  She 
has  not  one  friend  in  town  but  me — la 
entirely  a  ftranger  to  the  town.  And 
what  then  is  the  matteir  witti  oie^  that  I 
^  fliould 
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ftonlct  be  thas  unaccountably  orer- 
swed  and  tyrannized  over  by  a  dear 
crrature  who  wants  only  to  know  how 
impoflible  it  is  that  (he  Should  efcape 
Bie-,  in  order  to  be  as  humble  to  me,  at 
ttkc  is  to  her  perfecutmg  relations ! 

Should  I  even  make  the  grand  at- 
tempt, and  fail»  and  ihould  (he  bate 
me  for  it,  her  hatred  can  be  but  tem- 
porary. She  has  already  incun^ed  the 
cenfure  of  thewoHd.  She  muft  there- 
fore chufe  to  be  minr,  for  the  fake  of 
foidcring  up  her  reputation  in  the  eye 
of  that  impudent  world.  For,  who 
that  knows  me.  and  knows  that  fhe 
has  been  in  my  power,  though  but  for 
twenty. four  hours,  will  think  her  fpot- 
lefs  as  to  faft,  let  her  inclination  ije 
'  vrhat  it  will?  And  then  human  /taturg 
19  fuch  a  well  known  rogue,  that  every 
man  and  woman  judges  by  what  each 
knows  of  him  or  herfelf,  that  tHclina* 
tion  is  no  m^jfeto  be  trnfted,  where  an 
opportunity  is  given,  than  /amj  efpc- 
ciaily  where  a  woman  young  and  bloom- 
ing loves  a  man  well  enough  to  go  off 
■with  him;  for  fuch  will  be  the  world's 
conftruftion  in  the  prefent  cafe. 

She  calls  her  maid  I^orcas.,'  No 
doubt,  that  I  may  hear  her  harmont- 
ous  voice,  and  to  give  me  an  opportu* 
rity  to  pour  out  my  foul  at  her  feetj  to 
renew  all  my  vows;  and  to  veceive  her 
pardon  for  the  paft  offence:  and  then, 
With  wh;)t  pleafuie  (hall  I  begin  upon 
a  new  fcore,  and  afterwards  wipe  out 
that;  and  begin  anpther,  and  another, 
till  the  /^ottence  pafTes;  and  there  can 
be  no  Qtberf  Ard  once,  after  that,  to 
be  forgiven,  will  be  lo  be  forgiven  for 
ever. 

«  .# 
'  The  door  is  again  (hut.  Ddrcas 
~  tells  me,  that  her  lady  denies  to  admk 
me  to  dine  with  hn';  a  favour  I  had  or- 
dered the  wench  to  befcech  her  to  grant 
me,  the  next  time  (he  faw  her — Not 
uncivilly,  however,  denies — Coming  to 
by  degrees!  Nothing  but  the  lait  of- 
fence, the  honeft  wench  tells  me,  in 
the  language  of  her  principals  below, 
wjll  do*  with  her.  The  lall  offence  is 
xnediiating.  Yet  this  vile  recreant 
heart  of  mine  plays  me  booty. 

But  here  I  conclude;  though  the  ty- 
rannefs  leaves  me  nothing  to  do,  but 
to  read,  write,  and  fret. 
-     Subfcription  is  formal  between  ns. 
Bcfidev,  I  am  f(^much  hers^  that  I  can* 


not  fay  bow  hiueh  I  am  thiae  oraD| 
other  perfon'fr. 


LETTER    X. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWfy  TO  MISI 
HOW£. 

TVESDAT,  MAT  9. 

IP,  my  dear,  yon  approve  of  the ap. 
pljcation  to  niy  uncle  Harlowc,  I 
wim  Tt  may  be  made  as  Toon  as  po(fible« 
We  are  quite  out  again.  I  have  ihvt 
myfel f  up  from  h rm .  The  offence  in- 
deed not  'very  great — A/id  yet  it  is  too. 
He  had  like  to  have' got  a  letter.  One 
of  yours.  But  never  will  I  write  a- 
gain,  or  re-perofe  my  papers,  in  aa 
apartment  where  he  thinks  bimftlf  en- 
titled to  come.  He  did  not  read  a  line 
of  it.  Indeed  he  did  not.  So  don't 
be  uneafy.  And  depend  upon  future 
caution. 

Thus  it  was.  The  fun  being  upon 
my  clofet,  and  Mr.  Lovelace  abroad— 

She  tbenghfes  Mifs  Howe  an  acemad 
of  his  coming  byfurprize  ufm  hen 
of  his  fluttering  fpeech;  ^  bis  Md 
iMrefsi  of  her  flruggU  with  tim 
for  the  letter,  &c. 

And  now,  my  dear,  proceeds  Jte,  I 
am  more  and  more  convinced,  that  I 
am  too  much  in  his  power  to  make  it 
prudent  to  liay  with  him.  And  if  my 
friends  luiil  but  give  me  hope,  I  will 
I'cfolve  to  abandon  him  for  ever. 

O  mv  dear  1  bei&  a  fierce,  a  fooliih, 
an  infolent  creature  I— And  in  truth,  I 
hardly  expeA,  that  we  can  accommo« 
date.  How  much  unhappier  am  Tal^ 
ready  with  him,  than  my  mother  ever 
was  with  rov  father  after  marriage  1 
Sinie  (and  that  without  any  naibn, 
any  pretence  in  the  world  for  it)  be  is 
for  breaking  my  fpirit  before  I  am  bis; 
and  while  I  am, or  onghtto  be  [Omy 
folly,  that  I  am  not!]  in  my  owa 
power. 

Till  lean  know  whether  my  friends 
will  give  me  hop^  or  not,'  I  moA  do 
what  I  nerer  Ihidied  to  do  before  ia 
any  cafe;  that  is,  try  to  keep  this  dif- 
ference  open:  and  yet  it  will  make  me 
look  /iiiie  in  my  ovm  eyes^  becaufe  I 
fliaJl  mean  by  it  more  than  I  can  own. 
But  this  18  one  of  tbe  coafe^uenctt  of 

aftcp 


CLARISSA    HARLOWE. 


^  ftept  ihtll  ever  deplore  1  The  natural 
bruits  of  all  engagenientt,  where  the 
vninds  are  unpaired-»^r/'-/an*/^,  in  my 
^alc  may  I  fay. 

Let  this  evermore  be  m^  cxution  to 
individuals  of  my  fex— Ouard  y^ir 
•«ye:  *twiil  ever  he  in  a  combination 
againft  your  judgment.  If  there  are 
^wo  parts  to  be  taken,  it  will  for  ever, 
traitor  as  it  is,  take  the  wrong  one. 

If  yoo  aik  me,  my  ^ear»  how  this 
caution  befits  me^  let  roe  tell  ypu  a 
iecret  which  I  have  but  very  lately 
ibund  out  upon  feif-exami)iation»  aU 
though  you .  feem  to  have  made  the 
^iCcawtty  long  ago;  that  had  not  my 
fooliih  eye  been  too  much  attached,  I 
had  not  taken  the  pains  to  attempt, 
£a  officiouily  as  I  did,  the  prevention 
of  mi  fchier  between  him  and  Tome  of 
my  family,  which  firft  induced  the 
corre^ndence  between  us,  and  was 
the  occaHon  of  bringing  the  appre- 
hended mifcbief  with  double  weight 
upon  himfelf.  My  vanity  and  con- 
ceit, «s  far  as  I  know,  might  have 
part  in  the  nnc^nfiderate  meafure:  for 
does  it  not  look  as  if  I  thought  mv* 
(c\f  more  capable  of  obviating  diffi- 
culties, than  any 'body  elfe  of  my  fa- 
mily.^ 

But  you  muft  not,  tAy  dear,  fup- 
fwfe  my  heart  to  be  ftill  a  confederate 
with  ray  eye.  That  deluded  eye  now 
clearly  fees  it's  fault,  and  the  raided 
heart  defpifes  it  for  it.  Hence  the  ap. 
fHication  I  am  making  to  my  uncle : 
hence  it  is,  that  I  can  fay,  (I  think 
truly)  that  I  would  atone  for  ray  fault 
at  any  rate,  even  by  the  facrifice  of  a 
limb  or  two,  if  that  would  do. 
•  Adieu,  my  "dcareft  friend!— May 
5[0ur  heart  never  know  the  hundredth 
part  of  the  pain  mine  at  prefent  feeis ! 
pizysjcur ' 

Clarissa  Haslowb. 


LETTER    XL 

MISS  HOWE,  TO    MISS   CLARISSA 
HARLOWB. 

WEDNISDAV,    MAY  10« 

I  Mill  write!  No  man  ihall  write  for 
me  *.  No  *woman  ifaall  hinder  me 
filom  writing.  Surely  I  am  of  age  to 
<iiitinguiih  between  reafon  and  caprice. 

*  Chrjfla  propo&s  ilir.  HUkman  to  write  forMU«H?w&« 
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I  am  not  writing  to  a  man,  am  I  ?— If 
I  were  carrying  on  a  correfpondence 
with  a  fellow,  of  whom  my  motiier 
difapproved,  and  whom  it  might  bt 
improper  for  me  to  encourage,  my  owa 
honour  and  my  duty  wotilJ  engage  my 
obedience.  But  as  the  cafe  is  To  widely 
different,  not  a  word  more  on  this  fub^ 
je6l,  I  befeech  you  I 

I  much  approve  of  yoar  refolution  to 
leave  this  wretch,  if  you  can  make  up 
with  your  uncle. 

I  hate  the  man— Moft  heartily  do  I 
bate  him,  for  his  teazing  ways.  Thf 
very  readingr  of  your  account  of  them 
teazes  me  almoft  as  much  as  they  cam 
you.  May  you  have  encouragement  t« 
fly  the  f9oh{h  wretch!  .  . 

I  have  other  reafons  to  wifli  you 
may:  for  I  have  ju(l  made  an  acquaints 
ance  with  one  who  knows  a  vafl:  deal  of 
his  private  hiftory.  The  man  is  really 
a  villain,  my  dear!  an  ^ecrable  one! 
if  all  be  true  that  I  have  heard:  and  yet 
I  am  promifed  other  particulars.  I  4^ 
affure  you,  my  dear  friend,  that  had  he 
a  dozen  lives,  he  might  have  forfeited 
them  all,  and  been  dc:aJ  t'-w£uiy  crimes 
ago. 

If  ever  you  condefcend  to  talk  famir- 
liarly  with  him  again,  aik  him  after 
Mifs  Betterton,  and  what  became  of 
her.  And  if  he  fhuffle  and  prevaricate 
as  to  her,  queftion  him  about  Mifs 
Lockyer.— >0  my  dear,  the  man's  a  vil- 
lain! 

i  will  have  your  uncle  founded,  aa 
you  defire,  and  that  out  of  hand.  But 
yetl  am  afraid  of  the  fucccfs;  and  this 
for  feveral  reafons.  *Tis  hard  to  fay 
what  the  facrifice  of  your  eftate  would 
do  with  Tome  people:  and  yet  I  muft 
not,  when  it  comes  to  the  teft,  permit 
you  to  make  it.  , 

As  your  Hannah  continues  ill,  I 
would  advife  you  to  try  to  attach  Dor- 
cas to  your  interefl.  Have  you  not 
been  impolitickly  (hyof  her? 

I  wifli  you  could  come  at  fomeof  hit  ' 
letters.  Surely  a  man  of  his  negli- 
gent  chara^er  cannot  be  always  gijtard- 
ed.  If  l>£  bit  and  if  you  cannot  en- 
gage your  fervant,  I  fliall  fufpeft  them 
both.  Let  him  be  called  upon  at  a  (hort 
warning  when  he  is  writing,  or  whem 
he  has  papers  lying  about,  and  fo  fur-^ 
prize  bim  into  negligence. 

Such  enquiries,  I  know,^  are  of  the 

Sec  Vol- HI.  LetlcrLXlX. 
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ikme  fitrt^re  with  ttiof^  we  make  at  an 
Ififl  in  travelling,  when  we  look  int» 
every  corner  and  dofet  for  fear  of  a 
vtUatn;  yet  ikould  be  frighted  out  of 
eur  wits,  wei^e  we  to  find  one.  But 
^ift  better  to  dete£l  fiich  a  one  when  a- 
wake  and  up,  than  to  be  attacked  b  j 
him  when  in  bed  and  afleep. 

I  am  glad  you  have  yoor  ctoaths. 
Bat  no  money!  No  books,  hut  nSpiraf 
«  Brexeliusy  and  a  FraQ'ue  tf  Piety* 
Thofe  who  fent  the  latter^  ought  to 
ftave  kept  it  for  themfeUes— But  I  muft 
fcnrry  ntyfelf  from  this  fubjeft. 

Vou  have  exceedin^y  alarmed  me 
%y  what  you  hint  orhis  attempt  to  -get 
wne  of  my  letters.  I  am  alTured  by  my 
new  informant,  that  he  it  the  head  of 
m  gang  of  wretches,  (thofe  be  brought 
you  among,  no  doubt,  were  Tome  of 
«hem)  who  join  together  to  betr^  in- 
nocent creatures,  and  to  fypport  one 
another  afierwards  by  violence;  and 
he  to  c6me  at  tne 


knowledge  of 
the  freedoms  I  take  with  him,  I  #iould 
1>e  afraid  to  flir  out  without  a  guard.  / 
I  am  forry  to  tell  you,  that  I  have 
teafon  to  think,  that  your  brother  has 
sot  laid  allele  his  fooliJh  plot.  A  ^un- 
-Ibttrm,  Tailor- looking  fell6w  was  with 
tat  jttft  now,  pretending  g^eat  fervice 
to  you  from  Captain  Singleton,  could 
%t  be  admitted  to  yonr  fpeech.  I 
|>Ieaded  ignorance  as  to  the  place  of 
your  abode.  The  fellow  was  too  well 
jnftru^ed  for  me  to  get  any-thing  out 
of  him. 

'  I  wept  for  two  hours  inceflantly  on 
leading  yours^  which  inclofed  that 
tfiom  y6ur  coufm  Morden*.  My 
deareft  creature,  do  not  defert  your- 
-ftlf.  Let  your  Anna  Howe  obey  the 
call  of  that  friendfhip  which  has  united 
vs  as  one  foul,  and  endeavour  to  give 
you  confolation. 

t  wonder  not  -at  the  melancholy  re- 
-AcC^ione  you  fo  oftin  cad  upon  your* 
Irlf  in  your  letters,  for  the  ftep  you 
%ave  been  forced  upon  on  one  hamd^ 
^nd  tricked  into  on  the  other.  A 
^bange  fatality!  As  if  it  iKtre  difigned 
to  fiefw  the  wanity  if  idl  human  bru- 
dence.'  I  wilb,  my  dear,  as  you  hint^ 
'tfhat  both  you  and  I  have  not  toonluch 
"prided  ourjehves  in  a  perhaps  too  confcious 
fttperhtriij  o*ver  others.  But  I  will  ftop 
—How  .ipt  are  weak  minds  to  look  out 
'4oi  judgi)»ents  in  any  eztraordinaiy 


event  I  *Tt$  fo  far  right  that  it  is  better^ 
and  fafer,  and  |uiler,  to  arraign  our. 
felvesy  or  our  deareft  firiends,  thaa 
Providence^  which  muft  always  have 
wife  ends  to  anfwer  in  it*s  diipenfations. 

Sut  do  not  talk;*as  in  one  of  your 
former,  of  being  a  warning  an^f-* 
You  will  he  as  excellent  an  example. 
as  ever  you  hoped  to  be,  as  wdl  as  a 
wamin?:  and  that  wiH  make  yourio- 
ry,  to  all  that  ihall  come  to  know  it»  of 
double  efficacy;  For  weie  it  that  fo^ 
a  merit  as  vours  could  not  enfure  to 
herfeif  noble  and  generous  u&ge  from 
a  libeitine  heart,  who  will  expeft  any 
tolerable  behaviour  from  men  of  hia 
charafter^ 

If  yrou  think  ypuriiElf  inexcuiaible 
for  taking  a  ftep  tmit  put  ^om  into  the 
way  of  (kiuAon,  ivit^oni  ea^inUnisam 
to  go  ojf  ivith  him^  what  mmk  thofe  , 
giddy  creatures  think  of  tkaa&iwn^' 
who,  without  half  your  provocatiooa- 
and  indttcemtnts,  and«rithout  any  re- 
gard to  decorum,  leap  walls,  dropfrsoa 
windows,  and  ileal  away  £ran  their 
parents  boufe,  to  the  feducer'a  bed»  iu 
the  fame  day  ? 

Again,  if  you  are  £o  ready  to  aci- 
cufe  yovrfelf  for  diljpenluiig  with  the 
prohibitions  of  the  moft  unreafonabic 
pavents,  which  yet  were  but  batf-pro- 
faibitions  at  firftf  what  ought  thufe  to 
do,  who  wilfuHv  iiut  their  ears  to  the 
advice  of  the  moft  reafonabUi  and  that, 
perhaps,  where  apparent  ruin,  or  ns- 
douhted  incon^oemHic£y  is  the  conic - 
4|fi6nce  of  the  predetermined  mftiwHi 
•  And  laftly,  to  all  who  will  >.now 
your  ftory,  you  will  be  an  exc^lent 
example  of  watchful neiii,  and  of  that 
caution  and  referveby  wl^th  a  prudent 
perfon  who  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  a 
little  mi  fled,  endeavours  to  mend  her 
error;  and,  never  once  lofing  £ghtof 
her  duty,  does  all  in  her  power  to  re- 
cover  the  path  (he  has  been  rather  driTca 
out  of,  than  chofen  to  fwerre  from. 
,  Come,  come,  my  deaceft  f cien d,  coo • 
fider  but  thefe  things;  and  fteadily» 
without  de%oiiding,  purfoe  your  ear- 
neft  nurpofes.toa£md  what  you  think 
has  been  amifs;  and  it  may  not  b^a. 
misfortune  in  die  end,  that  you  have 
erred;  efpecially  as  to  little  of  y^v 
will  was  in  your  eiror.  * 

And  indMd  I  muft  fay  that  I  ufedie 
words  as  jM,  and  «rror,  and  fach -like. 


•  Sec  Letter  VII.  f  See  VoU  lU.  Utter  XXIT. 
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only  in  compliment  to  your  cym  too 
i^dy  felfaccufations,  and  to  the  npL- 
i)ion  of  one  to  whom  I  owe  duty :  fot  I 
:  think  in  my  confticnce,  that  every 
part  of  your  conduft  is  defeniibte; 
and  that  ttioCe  only  nre  blameable  whp 
have  no  other  way  to  clear  themfelf  et 
but  by  condemning  you.    t 

I  expe^,  however,  that  fuch  me- 
lanchofy  reflexions  as  drop  from  your 
pen  but  too  often,  will  mingle  with  all 
your  futtire  pleafures,  were  you  to 
marry  Lovelace,  and  were  he  to  make 
the  beil  of  hufbands. 

You  was  jmmcnfely  happy,  above 
the  happinefs  of  a  mortal  creature,  be- 
fore you  knew  him:  every-body  almoft 
wormipped  you :  envy  itfelf,  which 
has  ot  lite  reared  up  it*s  venomous 
bead  again  ft  you,  was  awed  by  your 
fuperior  worthinefs,  into  filence  and 
admiration.  You  was  the  foul  of 
every  company  whciie  you  viflted. ' 
Voor  elders  have  I  feen  declininjgr  to  of- 
fer their  opinions  upon,  a  fubjc6l  till 
you  had  delivered  yours;  often  to  fave 
fhemfelves  the  mortification  of  retrafl- 
ing  theirs,  when  they  heard  jours » 
Ytt,  in  all  this,  your  fwcetnefs  of 
manners,  your  humility  and  afPabiiity, 
caufed  the  fubfcription  eve'ry-one  made 
to  your  fentiments,  and  to  ^our  fupe- 
riority,  to  be  equally  unfeigned  and 
unhefitating;  for  they'faw  that  their 
appjaufe,  and  the  preference  they  gave 
you  to  themfelves,  fubje6led  not  them- 
iclves  to  infults,  nor  exalted  you  into 
any  vifible  triumph  ovetthemj  for  you 
had  always  fomething  to  fay  on  every 
point  you  carried  that  raifed  the  yield - 
tag  heart,  and  left  every- one  pLeafed 
and  fatisficd  with  themfelves^  'though 
Ihcy  carried  not  .off  the  palm. 

Your  works  were  (hewed  or  inferred 
lo  wherever  line  works  were  talked  of. 
)9obody  had  wy  but  an  inferior  and  fe- 
cond-hand  jprai(e  for  diligence^  for 
ceconomy,  tor  reading,  for  wruing, 
&r  mqnipry,  for. facility  in  learning 
every -thing  lau4able,  and  even  for  the 
more  envied  graces  of  perfon  and  drefs. 
Hid  an  all-furpaflingel^an^e  inboth, 
ipvhere  you  were  known^  and  thpfe 
rabjeas  talked  ot. 

Thcjpoor  -blefled  you  every  ftep  you 
ixodi  the  riph  (bpught  you  ^heir  ho- 
»Qur,  Rjnd  took  a  pride  that.tl)^  were 
BOt  pbii^d  to^efgend  frqm  vhejr  pwa 
(lafs  fpr  an  example  that  did  cred^to  it. 
TlipJ^^  ^^  WfiwWbed  for  !ypu^  ^d 
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fought  you,  young  as  you  wm;  yet, 
had  not  thofe  who  were  brought  to  ad* 
dreis  you,  been  encouraged  out  of  for- 
did and  fpiteful  views,  not9ne  of  them 
would  have  dared  to  \'\ft  up  his  eyes  tp 
you. 

Thus  happy  in  al!  about  you,  thqt 
making  bapPV  all  within  your  circle*, 
could  you  tnmk  thnt  nothing  would 
happen  to  you,  to  convince  yoUf  tboA 
you  tivere  mt  to  be  exempted  from  the 
cQmmon  /o/^— To  convince  you,  that 
you  tAjere  not  abfolutejy  perfeR\  and 
thatj^ott  mvfi  mt  expfato  fafs  through 
life  ivithout  trial,  temftatA/i,  and  mif' 
fortuned" 

Indeed  it  rouft  be  owned  that  n^ 
trial,  no  tepiptation,  worthy  of  your 
virtue,  and  of  your  prudeoce,  could 
well  have  attacked  you  fooner,  becauje 
of  your  tender  years,  nor  more  effec- 
tually than  thofe  heavy  ones,  und^r 
which  you  ftruggjej  fmce  it  muft  be 
allowed,  '  that  your  equanimity  and 
forefight  made  you  fupcrioj-  to  common 
actidents^  for  are  not  moft  of  t|^e 
troubles  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  common 
mortals  brought  upon  themfelves  either 
by  their  too  large  Jefres,  or  too  little  de* 
ferts  ^— Cafes,  both,  from  which  you 
ftood  expmpt.---I^  jpras  thei^fore  to  be 
fome  man,  or  fome  nuorfe  Jpirit  in  the 
fhape  of  one f  that,  formed  on  purpofe^ 
was  to  be  fent  to  invade  you;  while  as 
many  other  fuch  fprits  as  there  are 
pei'fons  in  your  family,  were  permitted 
to  take  poHVifion,  leverally,  in  gne 
dark  hour,  of  the  heart  of  every  one 
of  it,  tlxire  to  iGt  perching,  perhaps, 
and  dire6liQg  every  motion  ro  the  n\o- 
tions  of  the  feduccr  without,  in  order 
to  in  ita\e,  to  -  pr^iVoke,  to  ^uih  you 
forward  to  pieet  him. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  feems,  a^  I 
have  often  faid,  to  nave  been  a  kind  of 
fate  in  your  eri-or.  If  it  *were  an  error j 
and  this  pethaps  admitted /<jr  the  fake 
^  a  hellfir  example  to  he  cotj^^edfr^m 
ypur  SUF.FERINGS,  than  could  ha^oe 
been  gi'ven,  had  you  ne^uer  erred:  for, 
my  qejir,  the  time  of  ^dveh^ity  is 
your  5^.iNi;JG-TiMS.  I  fee  it  evi- 
dently, thfit  adverfity  muft  call  forth 
graces  and  beauties  which  could  not 
have  been  brought  to  light  in  a  run  of 
that profperou 8  fortune,  which  attend- 
•  edyon  from  your.cradle  till  now;  ad- 
mirably as  you  became,  and,  as  we.all 
thoughi,  .greatly  as  you  d^ferve^  that 
profperity. 
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AD  the  matter  is,  the  trial  muft  be 
grievous  to  you.  It  is  to  mt:  it  is  to 
all  who  love  you,  and  looked  upon  you 
.as  oncf  fet  aloft  to  be  admired  and  imi- 
tated, and  not  as  a  mark,  as  you  have 
lately  found,  for  Envy  to  ihoot  it's 
ihafts  at. 

JLet  what  I  have  written  above  have 
it*s  due  weight  with  you,  my  dear; 
and  then,  as  warm  imaginations  are 
.  not  without  a  mixture  o7  enthufiafm, 
your  Anna  Howe,  who,  on  re-peru(al 
of  it,  imagines  it  to  be  in  a  ftyle  fupe- 
rior  to  her  ufual  ftyle,  will  be  ready  to 
flatter  herfelf  that  ihe  has  been  In  a 
manner  infpired  with  the  hints  that 
liaye  comforted  and  raifed  the  deje6ted 
bcart  of  her  fuffering  friend:  who,  ' 
.  from  fuch  hard  trials,  in  a  bloom  fo 
tender,  may  find  at  times  her  fpirits 
funk  too  low  to  enable  her  to  pervade 
the  furrounding  darkncfs,.  which  con- 
ceals from  her  theliopeful  dawning  of 
the  better  day  which  awaits  her. 

I  will  add  no  more  af  prefent,  than 
that  I  zmjout  ever-faithful  and  affec- 
iUnati 

Anna  Howe. 


LETTER   XIL 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWEj  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

VKIDAT,   MAT  II* 

I  Muft  be  dlcnt,  my  exalted  friend, 
under  praifes  diat  opprefs  my  heart 
with  a  confcioufnefs  ^f  not  dcierving 
them;  at  the  fame  time  that  the  gene- 
rous deii^n  <|f  thofe  praifes  raifes  and 
comforts  it :  for  it  is  a  charming  thing 
to  ftand  high  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  we 
love;  and  to  find  that  there  are  fouls 
that  can  carry  their  friendftiips  beyond 
accidents,  beyond  bodv,  and  ties  of 
blood.  Whatever,  my  deareft  creature, 
is  mjf  ihining-time,  the  time  of  a 
friend^ J  advenity  is  jeun.  And  it 
would  be  almofta  fault  in  me  to  rtgret 
thofe  afiii£tions,  which  give  you  an  op- 
portunity fo  ^lorioufly  to  exert  thofe 
oiialities,  which  not  only  ennoble  pur 
lex,  but  dignify  human  nature. 

But  let  me  proceed  to  fubje^s  left 
agreeable. 

J  am  ibfry  you  have  reafon  to  thinl; 
Singleton^s  projects  are  not  at  an  end. 
But  whq,knows  what  the  failor  bad  to 
propofc  ?— Ytt  hiwlaiiy  good  been  m. 


tended  me,  this  method  would  hardly 
have  been  fallen  upon. 

Depend  upon  it,  my  dear,  yoorlct^ 
ters  ftiall  be  fafe. 

I  have  made  a  handle  of  Mr.  Love- 
lace's  bold  attempt  and  freedom,  as  I 
told  you  I  would,  to  keep  him  ever 
fince  at  a  diftance,  that  I  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  f^  the  fuccefs  of  the  ap- 
plication to  my  uncle,  and  to  be  at  li- 
berty to  embrace  any  favourable  over- 
tures that  may  arife  from  it.  Yet  he 
has  been  very  importunate,  and  twice 
bvought  Mr.Mennel  from  Mrs.  Fretcb- 
ville  to  talk  about  the  houfe.-^^i 
Jbould  he  obliged  to  tnake  up  <witb  him 
again,  I  Jhall  think  I  am  at-ivajs  dsiag 
myfelf  a  ffite.  ^^ 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  bii 
newly. dete6^ed  crimes;  and  your  ad- 
vice to  attach  Dorcas  to  my  iatercftj 
and  to  come  at  feme  of  his  letters; 
thefe  things  will  require  more  or  lefl 
of  my  attention^  a^  t  may  hope  favoui 
or  not  from  my  uncle  Hariowe. 

I  am  forry  that  my  poor  Hannil 
continues  ill.  Pray,  my  dear,  infora 
yourfelf,  and  let  me  know,  whethc 
file  wants  any-thing  that  befits  he 
cafe. 

X  will  not  clofe  this  letter  till  to-mor 
row  is  over;  for  I  am  refolved  to  go  t 
church;  and  this  as  well  for  the  fake« 
my  du^,  as  to  fee,  if  I  am  at  libert 
to  go  out  when  I  pleafe  without  beii^ 
attended  or  accompanied. 

SVKDAT,  SIAT14 

I  HAVE  not  been  able  to  avoid 
fliort  debate  with  Mr.  Lovelace. 
had  ordered  a  coach  to  the  door.  Whi 
I  had  notice  that  it  was  come,  I  ye^ 
out  of  my  chamber  to  go  to  it;  bi 
met  him  dreifed  on  the  ftSrs-head  «ii 
a  book  in  his  hand,  but  witfaoot  I 
bat  and  fword,  fldt  aiked  with  an  1 
very  folemn,  yet  refpefiful,  if  I  wc 

Sung  abroad.  I  told  him,  I  wi 
e  defired  leave  to  attend  me»  if 
were  going  to  church.  I  refbied  hii 
Anduien  he  complained  heavily  of  1 
treatment  of  him;  and  declared,  d 
he  would  not  live  fucli  another  week 
thepaft,  for  the  world. 

\  own^d  to  him  very  frankly,  dm 
had  made  an  application  to  my  fried 
and  that  I  was  refolved  to  keep  mil 
to  mvfelf  till  I  knew  the  iffue  of  r 

He  coloured,  and  feemed  fa 
Bitt^dwcking  himfelf  in  \ 
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ira)  9ping  to  fiiy,  he  pleaded  my  dan- 
ger horn  Si»fi;\€ton,  and  again  dcisred 
U  attend  me. 

And  then  be  told  me,  that  Mr$. 
Kretchville  had  defired  to  continue  a 
fortnight  longer  in  the  houfe.  *  She 
'  foand/  faid  he,  '  that  I  was  unable 

*  to  determine  about  entering  upon  it ; 
'  and  now  who  knows  worn  fuch  a 

*  vajpourilh  creature  will  come  to  a  re* 

*  ibuition  f   This,  Madam,  has  been 

*  an  unhappy  week;  for  had  I  not 

*  ftood  upon  fuch  bad  terms  with  you, 
*j9M  Mxgbi  bavt  been  new  mfirifi  of 

,  *  thai  boufe\    and  probably  had  my 

*  coulin  Montague,  if  not  Lady  Bet- 

*  ty,  aAually  with  you.' 

*  And  foy  Sir,  taking  all  you  fay 

*  for  granted,  your  coulin  Montague 

<  cannot  come   to   Mrs.   Sinclair's  ? 

*  What,  pray,  is  her  obje£lion  to  Mrs* 

<  Sinclair's  ?  Is  this  houfe  fit  for  me  to 

<  live  in  a  month  or  two,  and  not  fit 

*  for  any  of  your  relations  for  a  few 

*  days?** And  Mrs.  Fretchviile  has 

*  taken  more  time  /m/*— Then,  puih* 
ing  by  htm,  I  hurried  down  ftairs. 

He  called  to  Dorcas  to  bring  him  hit 
fwerd  and  hat;  and  following  me 
down  into  the  paffage,  placed  himfelf 
between  me  and  the  door$  and  again 
de&red  leave  to  attend  me. 
'    Mrs.  Sinclair  came  out  at  that  in- 

'  Aant,  and  a&ed  me,  if  I  did  notchufe 

fadiih  of  chocolate? 

I     *  I  vriA,   Mrs.  Sinclair,^    faid  I, 

*  you  would  take  this  man  in  with  you 
'  to  your  chocolate.     I  don''t  know 

I '  whether  I  am  at  liberty  to  ftir  out 

*  without  his  leave  or  not.* 

Then  turning  to  him,  I  aiked.  If 
^iie  kepfme  there  his  prifoner  } 

Dorcas  ju(i  then  bringing  him  his 
Ifword  and  har,  he  opened  the  ftreet- 
^dM>r,  and  taking  my  relaxant  hand, 
ittd  me,  in  a  very  obfequious  manner, 
fto  the  coach.  People  pafltng  bv, 
;#opt,  ftaicd,  and  whifpered-^But  ne 
is  fo  graceful  in  his  peribn.and  drefs^ 
that  he  generally  takes  every  eye. 

I  waa  uneafy  to  be  £o  gazed  at;  and 
he  ilepped  in  after  me,  aUd  the  coach- 
map  drove  to  St.  Paul's. 

He  was  very  full  of  afliduities  all 
the  way;  while  I  was  as  referved  as 
podtbie:  and  when  I  returned,  dined, 
M  I,  had  done  the  greateft  part  of  the 
week,  by  myfelf. 

He  told  me,  upon  «»y  refolving  t9 
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do  (0,  that  although  he  w6uld  conti* 
nue  his  pafllve  obfervance  till  I  knew! 
the  iflue  of  ray  application;  yet  tmuft 
expeft,  that  then  I  (hould  not  reft  one 
moment  till  I  had  i^xed  his  happy  days 
foi*  that  his  very  foul  was  fretted  with 
my  flights,  refentments,  and  delays. 

A  wretch !  when  I  can  fay,  to  tny 
infinite  regret,  on  a  deubU  account, 
that  alt  he  complains  of  is  owing  to 
himfelf! 

O  that  I  may  liave  good  tidhigt 
from  my  uncle  I 

Adieu,  my  deareft  friend!— This 
ihall  lie  ready  for  an  exchange,  (as«I 
hope  for  one  to-morrow  from  yoti> 
that  will  decide,  as  I  may  fay,  the 
'deftinj  oi  your 

Clarissa  Harlow£« 


LETTER    XIII. 

MISS    HOWE,     TO    MRS.    )VPtTK 
NORTON. 

THVaiDAY,  MAT  IX* 
e^On  ISRI.  HOttOK, 

CANNOT  vou,  without  namins 
me  as  an  advifer,  who  am  hateS 
by  the  family,  contrive  a  way  to  Jet 
Mrs.  Harlowe  know,  that  in  an  acci* 
dental  converfation  with  me,  you  had 
been  afTured,  that  my  beloved  friend 

f^ines  after  a  reconciliation  with  herre- 
ations?  That  ihe  has  hitherto,  in 
hopes  of  it,  refufed  to  enter  into  any 
obligation  that  ihall  be  in  the  leaft  an 
hindrance  to  it:  that  ihe  would  fain' 
avoid  giving  Mr.  Lovelace  a  right  to  ^ 
make  her  family  uneafy  in  relation  to 
her  grandfather^s  eftate:  that  all  ihe  • 
wiihes  for  ftill  is  to  be  indulged  in  her 
choice  of  a  finele  life,  and,  on  that 
condition,  would  make  her  father'*a 
pleafuro  hers  with  regard  to  that  eftate  t 
that  Mr.  Lovelacels  continually  pref- 
fing  her  to  marry  him;  and  all  hi^ 
friends  likewife:  but  that  I  am  fure, 
flie  has  fo  little  liking  to  the  man,  be* 
caufe  of  his  faulty  morals,  and  f}f  the 
antipathy  of  her  relations  to  him,  that 
if  Ibe  had  any  hope  given  her  of  a  re-- 
conciliation,  (he  would  forego  all 
thoughts  of  him,  and  put  herfelf  into 
her  father's  prote^it)n . ,  But  that  their 
refolution  muft  be  fpeedy;  for  other'f> 
wife  (he  would  &i\^  herfelf  obliged  to 
3  P  *  give 
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give  way  to  hU  prefTing  entreaties;  and 
It  might  then  be  out  of  her  )>ower  to 
prevent  <)iragprecable  litigations* 

I  doaiTure  you,  Mrs.  Norton,  upon 
ny  Konour>  that  our  deareft  friend 
Knows  nothing  of  this  procedure  of 
qnine^  and  tberefbre  it  is  proper  to  ac- 
qoaint  you»  in  confidence,  with  my 
giounds  for  it.— Thefc  are  they. 

She  had  dcfircd  me  to  let  Mr.  Hick- 
inan  drop  hints  to  the  above  cfFc5k  to , 
ber  uncle  Harlowe;  but  indire£lly  as 

Som  himfglff  leil,  if  the  application 
ouid  not  be  attended  with  fuccefs, 
and  Mr.  Lovelace  (who  already  takes 
it  ill,  that  he  has  fo  little  of  her  fa- 
vour)  con'ie  to  kiiow  it,  flie  may  be 
deprived  of  e*vetj  proteftidn,  and  be 
^rhaps  iftibjcfted  tO  great  incodveni- 
«nces  from  fo  hauehty  a  (pirit» 

Having  this  authority  from  her»  and 
1>eing  very  folicitous  about  the  fuccefs 
of  the  applicatiun,  I  thought,  that  if 
the  weight  of  fo  gof>d  a  wife,  mother, 
and  fifter,  as  Mrs.  Harlowe  is  ktiown 
to  be,  were  thrown  into  the  fame  fcalc 


wkH  that  of  Mr»  John  Harlowe,  (fup- 
f  ofmg  he  could  be  engaged)  it  could 
bardly  fall  of  making  a  due  impi-ef- 


fiop. 

Mr.  Hickman  will  fee  Mc.  John 
Harlowe  to-morrow:  by  that  time  you 
may  fe«!  Mr^.  Harlowe,  If  Mr.  Hick^ 
man  finds  tTie  old,  *^ci>tlcman  favour- 
able, he  will  tell  him,  that  yod  will 
liave  feeh  Mrs.  Harlowe  upon  the  fame 
account;  and  will  advife  him  to  join  in 
.  confuliation  with  her  how  bcft  to  pro- 
ceed to  melt  the  moft  obdurate  hearts  in 
the  world. 

This  is  the  fair  ftatc  of  the  matter, 
and  my  true  motive  for  writinjGj'to  you. 
I  leave  all  therefore  to  your  difcrciron; 
and  moft  heartily  wiQi  fuccefs  to  it; 
feeing  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Lovelace 
cannot  polllbly  defer vc  our  admirable 
Friend:  nor  indeed  know  I  the  man 
^ho  does. 

Pray  acquaint  rne  by  a  line  of  the 
fefult   of   your  interporitioli.       If    it 

Eiovc  not  fuch  as  may  be  reafonably 
oped  for,  our  dear  friend  Aiall  know 
nothing  of  this  ilep  fiom  me^  and 
pray  let  her  not  from  you.  For,  fn 
that  cafe,  it  would  only  give  deeper 

frief  to  a  heart  already  too  much  af- 
i^ed.     I  am,  dear  and  worthy  Mrs. 
Norton,  jf^nr  trUf  frhmi^ 

,  -      :   Anna  How£. 


LETTER    XrV. 

MRS.  NORTON,  TO  MISS  HOWE. 

SATVEDAT,    MAY  I5» 

ntAR  Madam, 

MY  heart  is  almoft  broken  to  be 
obliged  to  let  yoa  know,  that 
fuch  is  the  iituation  of  things  in  the  fa « 
mily  of  roy  ever- dear  Mifs  Harlowe, 
that  there  can  be  at  prefent  no  fuccefs 
expeAed  from  any  application  in  her 
favour!  Her  poor  mother  is  to  be  pi- 
tied. I  have  a  moft  aifeAing  letter 
from  her;  but  muft  not  communicate  it 
to  you;  and  (he  forbids  me  to  let  it  be 
known  that  (he  writes  upon  the  fub- 
jeft;  although  ihe  is  compelled,  as  it 
were,  to  do  it,  for  theeafe  of  her  own 
beait.  I  mention  it  therefore  in  con« 
fidence. 

I  hope  in  God  that  my  bdoved  young 
kidy  has  preferved  ber  honour  invio- 
Ute.  I  hope  there  is  not  a  man  breath* 
ing,  who  could  attempt  a  (acrilcge  fo 
dbfeftable.  I  have  no  apprehenfion  of 
a  failure  in  a  virtue  fo  eftabiifhed.  God 
for  ever  keeplfo  pure  a  heart  out  of  the 
reach  .of  furprises  and  violeace!  Eafe, 
dear  Madam,  I  befeech  you,  my  over- 
anxious hearty  by  one  line,  by  the 
bearer,  although  but  by  9m  Une,  to 
acquaint  me,  (as  fuiiely  you  can)  that 
hfer  honour  iruiffuUied.— If  it  be  not, 
adieu  to  all  thf  comforts  this  life  can 
give :  fince  none  will  it  be  able  to  af* 
ford  tp  the  pwr 

JvDiTH  Norton. 


LETTER   XV. 

MISS    HOWE,    TO    MRS.    JUDITH 
NORTON. 

SATVIDAT  E'VtKlM^y  MAY  l|| 

DXAk  OOOD  WOHAK, 

YOUR  beloved' 9'booovir is  invio 
late!— 3fti/  be  inviolate!  Am 
*zvf//be(b,  ih  fpitie'of  rnieh- and  devils 
Could  I  have  hfRd^hobe^jiT-a  rcconctTni 
tton,  all  my  ViH7*w«h,  tKat'lte  Ihmili 
tmt  have  hbd  thfs  tn4n;«--Alt  tluft  c4 
be  fatd  m)«r^  is,  -(HeHfi^K  hsfi-tlle  Hi<{d 
of  a  bad  htkftmidt  ^tf^,  bf'v^lwm  ri 
man  living  is  worthy  I 

pity  no  motheTi  that  puts  it  out  of  hi 

powt 
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fcnvertolhew  maternal  love,  and  hu- 
manity,  in  order  to  patch  u^  for  her- 
f^lf  a  precarious  and  ion  y  quiet*  whidi 
•very  blaft  of  wind  diaJl  difturb. 

I  hale  tyrants  in'  every  foroi  and 
iupe:  but  pateina|  and  maternal  ty- 
rants are  the  worit  of  kllj  for  they  can 
bavenoboweh, 

I  repeat^  that  I  pity  maae  of  them. 
Our  beloved  friend  0»/y.de(ervcs  nity. 
She  bad  never  been  in  the  hands  of  diia 
man,  but  for  them.  She  U  quite 
blamelefs.  You  don*t  know  all  her 
ftory.  Were  I  to  tell  you  that  ftie  had 
no  ifltpition  to  go  o^  with  thia  man, 
k  would  avail  her  nothing.  It  would 
only  ferve  to  condemn,  with  thofe  whq 
drove  her  to  extremities,  blm,  who 
now  Biuft  be  her  refuge.  I  9m  jour 
Jkcmrt  frUnM  aad^  fer*wmt^ 

An  NA  H0WE« 


LETTEk    Xyi. 

^MRS.  HARLOWE,   TO   MRS.   HtlR- 

TdN. 

[wot  communicated  till  the  LIT- 
TSirS  CAME  TO  BECOLLKCTftO.] 

SATtJEOAY,  UIAY  13. 

I.  Return  an  anTwer  in  writing,  as  I 
promifed,  to  yuur  oommunication, 
but  take  no  notice  either  to  my  Bel- 
ta*6  Berty,  (who  I  underftand  fome- 
times  viHts  you)  or  to  the  poor  wretch 
}ier(elfy  nor  t6  any-body»  that  1  do 
write.  I  charge  you  don't.  My 
heart  is  full:  wnting  may  give  fomc 
Vent  to  my  griefs,  and  perhaps  1  may 
'write  what  Ties  moft  upon  my  heart, 
without  confining  my felf  ftri5lly  totlie 
prefiint  fubjeft. 

Tou  know  how  dear  this  ungrateful 
creature  ever  was  to  us  all.  You  know 
1n>w  (incerely  we  join rd* with  every* one 
of  thofe  who  ever  had  fceri  h<r,  or  con- 
verted wifh  lier^  to  praile  and  admire 
lier:  and  exceeded  in  our  praife  even 
the  bounds  of  that  nv)deily,  which»  be- 
^auie'fhe  wa«X>ur  own,  Aiould  have  le- 
i^rained  us  ^  being  pf  opfniont  that  to 
liave  been  iXtiiX.  In  the  praife  of  fo  ap- 
pareik  a  mei h,  mufttather  have  aicgucd 
'  olindnefft  or  affedation  in  us,  thati  that 
we  l&o«ld  iMur  the  cenfure  of  yaio  par- 
tial iur  to  cur  own. 
[  mhit^g  ^refore,  ar^-t^ody  congra* 


tulated  US  on  iiicb  a  dau^bter^  we  fe- 
ceived  tbeir  congratulations  witbouc 
iny  diminution.     If  it  was  faid,  <  Yo« 

*  are  happy  in  this  child,*  we^owiwd^ 
that  no  parents  ever  were  happier  hi  a 
child.  It  more  particularly,  they  praife^ 
her  dutiful  behaviour  to  us,  We  fatd« 
She  knew  not  how  to  offend.  If  it  war* 
faid,  <  Mifs  ClarifTa  Harlowe  has  a  wk 
'  and  penetratiou  beyond  her  years  fwe^ 
inftead  of  difallowing  k,  would  add— 
'  And  a  judgment  nolefs  extraordinaiy 

'  than  her  wit/    If  Y^  prudence  wm  - 
praifed,  and  a  foretbottght,  which  every  *    . 
one4aw  fnpplied  what  onlyji^ar/aiid^Wr 
ferience  gave  to  others ^  'Nobody  need  )• 

*  fcruple  taking  ieflbns  from  CUriflb 
\  Hanowe,*  was  our  proud  anfwer. 

Forgive  me,  O  forgive  me«  mj  4ear    . 
Norton— But  I  know  you  will;  for 
yours,  when  good,  was  this  child,  sa4 
your  glory  a^  well  as  mine. 

But  have  you  not  beard  ftrangers,  'm 
foe  l^afled  to  and  from  church,  Aof  t^ 
praite  the  anpel  of  a  creature,  as  dm 
cal led  her ;  when  it  wai enough  for  thoie 
who  knew  who  ihe  was,  to  cry,  *  VJy^ 

*  it  is  Mifi  Clariffq  Hm^lowe  r^-^^  if 
cvery-body  were  obli^d  to  know,  «r 
to  have  heard  of  Claritfa  Harlowe,  and 
of  her  excellences.  While,  acti^med 
to  fraiptf  it  was  XoofamHi4tr  to  ber^  tor 
caufe  ner  to  alter  either  her  look  or  her 
pace. 

For  my  own  part,  I  could  not  fttfiem 
pleafure,  that  had  perhaps  a  faulty  va- 
9)ity  for  it^s  foundation,  whenever  I  was 
fpoken  of ,  or  addiYiTcd  to,  as  the  mo* 
ther  of  fo  fweet  a  child :  Mr.  Harlowe 
and  I,  all  the  time,  loving  each  other  dw 
better  for  the  ihaie  each  had  in  fuch  m 
daughter. 

*  Btill,  ilill  indulge  the  fond,  theover<(- 
fiowi  ng  heartof  a  mother  I  I  ctHild  dweKl 
for  ever  upon  the  remembrance  of  ^hitt 
file  nj^as.,  would  but  that  remembrance 
banifti  from  my  mind  what  fliei^/ 

tn  hir  bofom,  young  as  fhe  was,cQttM 
T  repofe  all  my  griefs— Sure  of  «oeifw 
ing  from  her  prudence  advice  ae  weU  a« 
comfort}  and  both  infinuated  in  £• 
humble,  in  ib  dutiful  a  manner,  that  k 
was  impoHjble  to  take  thofe  exccptiom 
whrch  tne  diilance  of  years  and  cha« 
n£ttv  between  a  mother  and  a  daugh- 
ter would,  have  made  one  apprehenl«iB 
of  from  any , other  daughter.  She  was 
our  glory  when  abroad^  ovr  delight 
when  at-hoirre.  Every -body  was  evea 
cbv^tfifui  of  hex  company  j  and  we 
^  grudged 
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grudged  ber  to  otir  brothert  Harlowci 
and  to-  our  iifter  and  brother  Hervey. 
Ko  other  contention  amon^  us,  then^ 
biit  who  fhonld  be  next  favoured  by 
her.  No  chidiitc;  ever  knew  flie  from 
tis,  but  the  chiding  of  lovers,  when  (he 
waft  for  Ihotting  herlelf  up  too  long 
togethel-  frbm  Us,  in  purfuit  of  thoie 
charming  amufeuients  and  ufeful  em- 
ployments, for  which,  however^  the 
wholt  fainity  was  the  better. 

Our  other  children  had  reafon'fgood 
children  as  they  always  were)  to  think 
themlelves  negUfled.  But  they  like* 
wi(e  were  fo  ftnfible  of  theil-  fifter's  fu- 
periority,  ami  of  the  honour  (he  reflefled 
tipon  the  whole  family,  that  they  con- 
felfttl  themfclvcs  ecHpIed,  withbut  en- 
^yirg;  the  eclipfer.  Indeed  there  was 
not  any-body  fo  e^ual  with  her,  in 
their  own  opinions,  as  to  envy  what  all 
afpired  hut  to  emulate.  The  dearcrea. 
turc,  you  know,  my  Norton,  gave  an 
eminence  to  us  all! 

Then  her  acquirements.  Her  (kill  in 
■iQ(ick,  her  fine  needleworks,  her  ele.^ 
gance  in  drcfs  j  for  which  (he  was  fo 
much  admired,  that  the  neighbouring 
ladies  ufed  to  lav,  that  they  need  not 
fetch  fafhrons  froi'n  London^  fmce 
whatever  Mifs  Cl2rri(ra  Harlowe  wore, 
.was  the  bfjf  fal^iion,  becaufe  her  choice 
of  natural  beauties  fet  thole  of  art  far 
behind  them .  Her  genteel  eafe,  and  fin e 
tuiii  of  perfon^  her  deep  reading,  and 
thefe,  joined  to  her  open  manners,  and 
her  chearful  modefty— O  my  good  Nor- 
ton, what  a  fweet  child  was  oftci  my 
Clary  Harlowe ! 

This,  and  more,  jou knew  her  to  be: 
for  many  of  her  excellences  were  owing 
to  youiieif ;  and  with  the  milk  yott 
gave  her,  you  g^ve  her  what  no  other 
2}ur(eln  the  world  could  give  her. 

And  do  you  think,  my  worthy  wo- 
man, do  you  think,  that  the  wilful  lapfe 
of  fucb  a  child  is  to  be  forgiven  >  c5an 
/he  hcifelf  think,  that  (he  deferves  not 
the  fevered  punifliment  for  the  abufe  of 
fuch  talents  as  were  entrufted  to  her? 

Her  fault  was  a  fault  of  premedita-^ 
tion,  of  cunning,  of  contrivance.  She' 
has  deceived  every-body*s  expeftations. 
Her  whole  fex,  as  well  as  the  family  (he 
(prung  from,  is  difgraced  by  it.. 

Would  any-body  ever  have  believed* 
that  fuch  a  young  creature  as  this,  who 
had  by  her  advice  faved  even  herover- 
livcly  friend  from  marrving  a  fop,  and 
a  libcrtincj  would  herfelf  have  gone  off 


with  one  of  the  vilell  and  i»o(t  itoCp» 
rious  of  libertines  >  A  man  whofe  cha* 
rafter  (be  knew;  and  knew  it  to  be  worfe 
than  the  chancer  of  him  from  whom 
(be  faved  her  friend;  a  man  againU 
whom  (he  was  warned :  one  who  bad 
had  her  hrother*|  life  in  his  hands  $  and 
who  conftantiy  det  our  whole  family  at 
defiance. 

'  Think  for  me,  my  good  Norton; 
think  what  my  unhappinefs  moft  be* 
both  as  a  wife  and  a  mother.  What 
redlefs  days,  what  (leepleft  nights;  yet 
my  own  rankling  anguish  eiMKatonnd 
to  be  (hioothed  over,  to  foften  the  an- 
gui(h  of  fiercer  fpirits,  and  to  keep  them 
from  blazing  out  to  further  mirchief  t 
O  this  naughty,  naughty  girl!  who 
kftfuf  fo  well  what  (he  did ;  and  wh<> 
could  look  fo  far  into  confequenoe^* 
that  we  thought  (he  would  have  dted^ 
rather  than  have  done  as  (he  has  done! 

Her  known  charafter  for  prudence 
leaves  her  abfolutely  without  excofe. 
How  then  can  I  offer  to*  plead  for  her* 
if,  through  motherly  indnlgence,  I 
would  forgive  her  myCirlf  f-^And  have 
we  not,  mQreover,  fuffered  all  thedif- 
grace  that  can  befal  us  ?  Has  not  (be? 

If  Houu  (he  has  fo  little  liking  to  bit 
morals,  had  (he  not  reaibn  t^^r^  ta 
have  at  little?  Or  has  (he  foflered  by 
theni  in  her  own  perfon  ?^0  my  good 
womkn!  I  doubts— I  doubt^Willnot  > 
the  charafter  of  the  man.  make  one 
doubt  an  angel,  if  once  in  bis  power? 
The  world  will  think  the  wor&.  I  am 
told  it  does.  So  likewife  her  father 
fears;  her  brothei*  hears;  and  what  can 
/do? 

Our  OKtifatby  to  him  (he  knew  be- 
fore, as  well  as  his  charafter.  Tbeie* 
therefore,  cannot  be  nenu  motives  with- 
out a  neiv  reafon,--^0  my  dear  Mrs*- 
Norton,  how  (uall  /,  how  can  j9j»,  fap- 
port  ourfelves  under  the  apnrehen(iont 
to  which  thefe  thoughts  lead! 

He  continually  frejing  bet,  you  fav, 
to  marry  him\  bis  friends  iiiewifi.  She 
hasrealon,  no  doubt  (he  has  reaibn,  for 
this  appli^cation  to  us:  and  her  crime 
is  glofted^over,  to  bring  her  to  us  with 
new  difgracel  Whither,  whither  does 
onegnilty  ftep  lead  the  mi(gutded  heart! 
'^-And  now,  truly^  to  have  a  (!ubborn 
fnirit*  we  are  only  to,  ht  founded^  that 
the  application  may  be  occafionally  re- 
traced or  denied !  / 

Upon  the  whole:  were  I  inclined  ta 
pleaa  foriier^  it  is  novfi  the  wmA  im- 
proper 
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pro)>er  of  all  times.  Notv  that  tny  bro- 
ther Harluwe  has  dircouraged  (as  he 
laft  night  came  hither  on  purpoi«  to  tell 
us)  Mr.  Hickman*s  infinuatcd  appli- 
cation j  and  been  applauded  for  it.  Ntnv, 
that  my  brother  Antony  is  intending  t* 
carry  his  great  foi-tune,  through  her 
fault,  intoanothcrfamily^Shecxpcft- 
ing,  no  doubt,  herfelf  to  be  put  into 
her  grandfather's  eftate,  incontcquence 
of  a  reconciliation,  and  as  a  reward  for 
iKr  fault :  and  infifting  ftill  upon  the 
fame  terms  which  ftie  offered  before, 
and  which  were  rejefted— Not  through 
my  fault,  I  am  fure,  rcjeftcd! 

From  all  the(c  things,  you  will  re- 
turn fuch  nn  anfweras  the  cafe  requhrs. 
It  might  colt  me  the  peace  of  my  whole  • 
life,  at  this  time,  to  move  for  her.  God 
forgive  her*  If  I  do,  nobody  el fe  will. 
And  let  it,  for  yourown  fake,  as  well  aa 
mine,  be  a  (ecret  that  you  and  I  have 
entered  upon  this  fubje£l.  And  I  de- 
fire  yon  not  to  touch  upiin  it  again  but 
hy  particular  permiflTion :  for,  O  my 
dear  good  woman,  it  fets  my  heart  a 
bleeding  in  as  many  dreams  as  tbereaiv 
veins  in  it! 

Yet  think  me  not  impenetrable  by  a 
proper  contrition  and  remorfe— But 
what  a  torment  is  it  to  have  a  will  with- 
out a  power! 

Adieu!  adieu!  God  give  us  both  com - 
fortj  and  to  the  once  dear— the  /*i;^r- 
dear  creature,  (for  can  a  mother  forget 
her  child?)  iTpentance,  deep  repen- 
tance! And  as  little  fuffering  as  may 
befit  His  bleflcd  will,  and  her  grievous 
faulty  prays  jaiir  realfrienJf 

CHA8.X.0TTS  HaRLOWE. 

BETTER    XVII. 

MISS  HOWB,   TO  MISS   CLARISSA 
HA&tOWE« 

SUNDAY,  MAT  I4« 

HO  W  it  is  now,  my  dear,  between 
you  and  Mr.  Lovelace,  I  cannot 
telh  But  wicked  as  the,  man  is,  I  am 
afraid  he  muft  be  ypur  lord  and  ma- 
tter. 

I  called  him  by  feveral  very  hard 
names  in  my  laft.  I  had  but  juft  heard 
of  fome  of  his  vilene/fes,  when  I  fat 
down  to  write}  fo  my  indignation  was 
yaifed.    But  on  enquiry,  and  recollec- 


tion, I  find  that  the  fafis  laid  to  hi» 
charge  were  all  of  them  cnmniitted  Covcm 
time  ago— not  fince  he  has  h^AJirei^ 
hopes  of  your  favour. 

This  is  faying  fomething  for  him. 
His  generous  behaviour  to  the  in«« 
keeper's  daughter,  is  a  more  recent  ia^ 
llance  to  his  credit;  to  fay  nothing  iff 
the  nnfverial  jgood  ,  character  he  hsa 
as  a  kind  laiidlord.  And  then  I  ap- 
prove nnich  of  the  motion  he  made  i» 
put  you  in  pofTefllon  of  Mrs.  FrctcK-/ 
vijle's  houfe,  while  he  continues  at  the 
other  widow's,  till  you  agree  that  one 
houfe  fliould  hold  you .  I  wilh  this  were 
done.  Be- fure  you  eiiij)race  this  offer^ 
(if  you  do  not  foon  meet  at  the  altar) 
and  get  one  of  his  couiins  with  you. 

Were  you  once  married,  I  ihould 
think  you  cannot  be  very  mihajypy^ 
though  you  may  not  be  fo  happy  witk 
hi  m  as  you  deferve  to  be .  The  ftakc  he  baa 
in  his  country,  and  hisrevcrfibns;  the 
care  he  takes  of  his  affairs ;  his  freedom 
from  obligation;  nay,  his  pride  witk 
your  merit;  muft  be  a  toleraWe  fecurity 
for  you,  I  fhouid  think.  Though  par- 
ticulars of  his  wickedncfs,  as  they  come' 
to  my  knowledge,  hurt  and  incenfe  me^ 
yet,  after  all,  wlien  I  give  myfcif  time 
to  rcflcft,  ail  that  I  have  heard  of  him 
to  his  disadvantage  was  comprehended 
in  the  general  chara6ter  given  6f  him 
long  a^o,  by  Lord  M.'s  and  his  owjs 
difmifled  bailiff**,  and  whiclpvas  coo- 
firmed  to  me  by  Mrs.  f  ortcfcne,  as  I 
heretofore  tofd  youf,  and  toj^a  hjr 
Mrs.  GremeJ. 

You  can  have  nothing,  thefefore^  I 
think,  to  be  deeply  concerned  abou^ 
but  his  future  good,  and  the  bad  ex- 
ample he  may  hereafter  fct  to  his  oviti 
family.  Thcfe,  indeed,  are  %'ery  jitft 
concerns :  but  were  you  to  tea'ue  himi 
now,  either  *witb  or  notthout  his  con- 
fent,  his  fortune  and  alliances  fo  co»- 
iiderable,  his  perfon  and  addrefsfo  en- 
gaging, (every-one  excufmg  you  now 
on  thofe  accounts,  and  becaiife  of  your 
relations  follies)  it  would  have  a  very 
ill  appearance  for  your  reputation.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  on  the  moft  deliberate 
conflderation,  advife  you  to  think  of 
that,  while  you  have  no  reafon  to  doubt 
his  honour.  May  eten^al  vengeance 
pnrfue  the  vlU^n,  if  he  give  room  for 
an  apprehenlion  of  this  nature! 
Yet  his  tcazing  ways  are  intolerable  t 
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kff  ac^efcencv  with  jaar  flt2ht,de« 
^ys^and  lus  reil^ednels  to  the  clitlancf 

^  jon  now  keep  bim  at,  (for  a  fault  ib 
tftuch  flighter  as  he  muft  think,  than 
liieBum&fDeikt)  are  unaccountable:  he 
dooDts  four  love  of  bim,  that  is  very 
jprobablc;  but  yoii  have  reafon  to  be 
Airpriaed  at  bis  want  of  ardour^  a  blef- 

<     ikig  £b  gceat  witjhin  his  rearb,  as  I  may 

Bf  tlie  time  you  have  read  to  this 
place,  you  will  have  no  doubt  of  what 
Kas  been  the  ilfue  of  the  conferenpc  be,. 
tMCcn  the  t-wo  gcMtUmin.  I  am  equally 
ftocked,  and  enraged  againft  tbem  all. 
Againik  them  A^  X  fay ;  for  I  have  tried 
joar  good  Norton's  weight  witb  your 
notber«  (though  at  firft  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  tell  vou  fo)  to  the  lame  pnrpoie 
as  thq.  gentleman  foomle4  your  uncle» 
Kever  were  there  fuch  determined  brutes 
HI  the  world !  Wjiy  ihould  I  mince  the 
jnatter?  Yet  wodk)  I  faio,  methimks^ 
B»ke  an  exceptipn  for  your  mother. 

Your  nncle  will  baveit,  that  you  are 
jnnned.  He  can  believe  eYery-thmg  bad 
•/  a  creature^  he  Cays,  who  could  run 
away  with  a  man ;  with  fuch  a  one  tC" 
pecially  as  Lovehce.  Thtyi  txtiSUd 
applications  from  you , when  ibme  neavy 
Sbclrcfs  had'  fallen  upon  you.  But  they 
«pe  all  rcfolved  not  to  ftir  an  inch  in  your 
favour}  no,  not  to  fave  your  li&  \ 

My  deal  eft  foul,  refohre  to  affert  your 
rigbt.  Claim  your  own^  and  go  and 
fi^  upon  it,  as  you  ou^ht.  Then,  if 
ypxQ  marry  not,  bow  will  the  wretches 
creep  to  you,  for  your  reverfioaai'y  dif- 
yofitions  I 

You  weve  accvfed  (as  in  your  aont^s 
i  letter)  of  premeditation  and  contriv- 
imce  in  your  cfcape.  In  dead  of  pitying 
jtu,  tbe  medratrng  peribn  was  called 
npbn  to  pity  i^em\  who  once,  your  un- 
cfe^udydoated  upon  you:  whojtookno 
jpy  bot  in  vour  pvefence:  who  devoured 
jMir  words  as  you  fboke  them:  who 
trod  over  again  your  tootftras,  as  you 
walked  before  tbem.— >AfidI  know  not 
what  of  this  fort. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  now  evident  to 
iBe,  and  fo  it  muft  be  to  you,  when  you 
read  this  leuer,  that  you  muft  be  his. 
And  the  fooner  you  are  fo,  the  bettor. 
Shall  we  fuppofe  that  taarriage  is  net  in 
^nr  power  ?— 'I  cannot  have  patience 
to  fuppofe  that. 

I  am  concerned^  methinks,  to  know 
bow  you  will  do  to  condefcend,  (now 
you  iee  you  nuft  be  bis)  after  yiMi  have 


j^spt  him  at  fuch  a  diftanc^  and  fpftfa^ 
xe\'cnge  his' pride  may  put  bini  vpc^ 
taking  iur  it.  fiot  let  me  tell  yon,  that 
if  my  going  up,  and  Anrine  fortune^ 
witb  you,  will  prevent  i«cb  a  noble 
creature  from  ftooping  too  low ;  macls 
more,  were  it  likely  to  prevent  your 
ruin;  I  wo.uM  not/be(itate  a  momcnft 
about  it.  What  is  the  whole  world  t» 
me,  weighed  againft  fuch  a  friend  a*. 
3mu  are  ?  Thinlc  you,  that  any  of  tbe 
enjoyments  of  this  life  could  be  enjoy- 
ments to  me,  were  you  involved  in  ca- 
lan^ities,  from  which  I  coold  either  alle- 
viate or  relieve  you,  by  giving  up  tboie 
enjoyments  ?  And  wqat  in  faying  thiv» 
and  ailing  up  to  it«  do  I  offer^ou>  but 
the  fruits  of  a  friend(bip  your  worth  baa 
created? 

Excufe  my  warmth  oiexprejhm^  Tte 
warmth  of  my  heart  wants  none.  I  aos 
enraged  at  your  relations}  for^  bad  \% 
wfaat  I  have  mentioned  is,  I  luve  not 
told  you  -ail }  nor  now,  perhaps,  ever 
will.  I  am  angry  at  my' own  mother's 
naiTowaefs  of  mind,  and  at  her  indif- 
^criminate  adherence  to  old  nobons.  AimI 
I  am  exafperated  againft  your  foolill^^ 
your  k'w-^anityd  J^ovelace.  But  let 
us  ftoop  to  take  the  wretch  as  he  is,  aiul 
make  the  beil  of  him,  (ince  you  are 
deflinedto  (loop,  to  keepgroveilersand 
worldlings  ip  countenance*  He  has  not 
been  guilty  of  dire£l  indecency  to  yow. 
Nor  cUire  he— Not  fo  much  of  a  devil  as 
that  comes  to  neither.  Had  be  fud» 
villainous  intentions*  /b  much  in  his 
power  as  you  are»  they  would  have 
Ibewn  themfelves  before  now  to  fuch  s 
penetrating  and  vigilant  eye,  and  to 
luch  a  pure  heart  as  yoors.  Let  us  fave 
the  wretch  then,  if  we  can,  though  we 
foil  our  fingers  en  lifting  him  np  from 
bis  dirt. 

There  is  yet,  io  a-perfim  of  yoorXbr- 
tone  and  independence,  a  good  deal  to 
do,  if  you  enter  upon  thofe  terms  which 
Mtght  to  be  entered  upon.  I  don^t  find^ 
that  be  has  once  talked  of  fettlemtnts; 
nor  yet  of  tbe  licence.  A  foolilk  vnetcb  t 
—But  as  jour  evil  deftiny  has  thrown 
you  out  of  all  other  nro«e6ion  and  me^ 
diation,  you  muft  ne  father,  motber, 
uncle,  to  your-fdf  f  and  enter  ujpoo  the 
requiQte  points  far  your&lf.  It  is  hard- 
Upon  youj  but  indeed  you  muft.  Your 
^tuatton  requires  it.  What  rpemfor  de^ 
-licacjf  n(yiuf-mmOt  would  you  have  ai# 
write  to  him  ?  Yet  that  would  be  the 
Awe  tbiog^  as  if  yqo  wes  to  write 
yourfelf. 
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ymiM£.  Yetwnteyoa  fliould,  I  think, 
if  you  canoot  Awak.  But  fpeaking  is 
ccrttinly  beft  2  for  words  leave  no  uacet  | 
tkey  pais  as  breath ;  and  mingle  with 
aiTi  aad  mar  be  explained  with  lati- 
tude. But  tne  pen  is  a  witneTs  on  re- 
cord. 

I  know  the  ffentlenefs  ofjronr  fpiriti 
I  know  the  laudable  pride  ofyonr  heart ; 
and  die  juft  notion  you  b^ve  of  the  dig- 
nity  of  our  (ex,  in  thefe  delicate  points. 
But  once  more,  all  this  is  notbins;  now: 
your  bonour  is  concerned  that  the  dig- 
nity I  ^leak  of,  ibould  not  be  ftood 
vpon. 

*  Mr.  Lovelace/  would  I  fay;  yet 
bate  the  foolifli  fellow  for  his  low,  his 
ftupid  pride,  in  wifliing  to  triumph  over 
the  dignity  of  his  own  wife-*'  I  am  by 
'  voor  means  deprived  of  every  friend  I 

*  have  in  the  world.  In  what  light  am  I 

*  to  look  upon  jouf  I  have  well  con- 
'  fidered  every-thing.   You  have  made 

*  ibme  people,' much  againft  my  liking, 
'  think  me  a  'wife:  others  know  I  am 

*  jmT  married ;  nor  do  I  defir^  any -bod  v 
'  fliooJd  believe  I  am.  Do  you  think 
'  your  being  here  in  the  fame  houfe  with 
'  me  can  be  to  m j  reputation }  You 
'  talked  to  me  or  Mrs.  Fretchville*s 
'  bouTe.*— This  will  bring  him  to  re- 
new his  laft  difcourfe  on  that  fubje6^, 
if  he  does  not  revive  it  of  himfelf.— '  If 
'  Mrs.  Fretchville  knows  not  her  own 

*  mind,  what  is  her  houfe  to  me  ?  You 
'talked  of  bringing  up  your  boufin 
'  Montague  to  bear  me  company :  if 
^  my  brother's  fchemes  be  your  oretence 

*  for oot  foingyourttK to jitcbifer,  you 

*  can  lurtU  to  her.  I  infift  upon  bring- 

*  ing  the(e  two  points  to  an  iflue:  offor 

*  on,  ooght  to  be  indifferent  tame,  if 

*  Co  to  ibrm.^ 

Such  a  declaration  muft  bring  all  for- 
ward. There  are  twenty  ways,  my  dear, 
that  you  would  find  out  for  another  in 
your  circumftances.  He  will  difdain, 
from  his  native  infolence,  to  have  it 
thought  he  has  any-bikfy  to  confult. 
Well,  then,  will  he  not  be  obliged  to 
declare  himfelf  ?  And  if  he  doit^  no  de- 
Jays  on  your  fide,  I  beleech  you.  Gite 
him  the  day.  Let  it  be  a  (hoit  one.  It 
would  be  derogating  from  your  own 
merit,  and  bonour  too,  let  me  tell  you, 
even  although  he  Ihould  not  be  To  ex- 
plicit as  fae^ ooght  to  be,  to  feem  but  to 
doubt  bis  meaning/;  and  to  wait  for 
that  explanation  for  which  I  (hould  for 
tvtt  defpife  him,  if  he  makes  it  ne- 


ce&ry.  Twice  already  have  you,  mr 
dear,  if  notoftener,  modefifdawtxy  fucrt 
opportunities  as  you  ought  not  to  have 
flipt.  As  to  fettlements,'if  they  come 
not  in  naturally,  e'en  leave  them  to  hit 
own  juftice,  and  to  the  juftice  of  hit 
family.  And  there*s  an  end  of  the 
matter. 

This  is  my  advice :  mend  it  as  cir- 
cumftances  offer,  and  foUowj^ffxrr  omm. 
But,  indeed,  my  dear,  this,  or  ibmethine 
like  it,  would  I  do.  And  let  him  teJI 
me  afterwards,  if  he  dared  or  would, 
that  he  humbled  down  t^'his  ihoe- 
buckles  the  perfon  it  would  have  beea 
his  glory  to  exalt. 

Support  your.'clf,  mean  time,  with  re- 
flexions  worthy  of  yourfelf.  Though 
tricked  into  this  man's  power,  you  are 
not  meanly  fubjugated  to  it.  AH  his 
reverence  you  command,  or  rather,  as 
I  may  fay,  infpirc;  fince  it  was  never 
known,  that  he  had  anv  reverence  for 
aught  that  was  %o^^  till  you  was  with 
him:  and  heprofelTes  now -and -then  to 
be  fo  awed  and  charmed  by  your  ex- 
ample, as  that  the  force  of  it  ihali  re-  . 
claim  him. 

I  believe  you  will  have  a  difEcult  taflc 
to  keep  him  to  it:  but  the  more  will'be 
your  honour,  if  you  efFeft  his  reforma* 
tion:  and  it  is  my  belief,  that  if  you 
rtfff  reclaim  this  great,  this  fpecious  de- 
ceiver, who  has,  morally  (beaking,  fuch 
a  number  of  years  before  him,  you  will 
favefrom  ruin  a  m ultitude of  innocents { 
for  thofe  feem  to  me  to  have  been  the 
prey  for  which  he  has  fpread  his  wicked 
fnares.  And  who  knows  but,  for  this 
very  purpofe,  principally,  a  per(bn  may 
have  been  permitted  to  fwerve,  whow 
heart  or  will  never  was  in  her  error,  and 
who  has  fo  much  remorfe  upon  her  for 
having,  as  (he  thinks,  erred  at  all  ?-« 
Adleii,  my  deareft  friend. 

AmmaHowi. 

IVCLOSin  IN  TKI  AlOf  t. 

T  Muft  trouble  you  with  my  concerns, 
^  though  your  own  are  fo  heavy  upon 
you.  A  piece  of  news  I  have  to  tell  you* 
Your  uncle  Antony  is  difpoftd  to  mar- 
ry. With  'wbom,  think  you  ?  With  my 
mother.  True,  indeed.  Your  family 
know  it.  All  is  laid  with  redoubled 
malice  at  your  door.  And  there  the  old 
foul  himfelf  lays  it. 

Take  nanaiice  of  this  intelli|^nce, 
3  Q^  '    not 
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E\  (o  much  i6  in  your  lett^s  to  me, 
r  fear  of  accidents. 
.  t  thinly  it  can't  do.  B\it  were  I  to 
provoke  my  mother^  that  might  afford 
^  pretence.  Elfe,  I  fliould  have  been 
-with  you  before  now)  I  fancy. 

The  firft  likelihood  that  appears  to 
mfi  of  encouragement,  I  dirmiis  Hick- 
iqan,  that's  certain.  If  my  mother  dif- 
9bli|;e  me  in  fo  important  an  article,  I 
^lan't  think  of. obliging  her  in  fuch 
another.  It  is  impbuible,  furely,  that 
the  deiire  of  popping  me  (^  IQ  that  ha- 
f  eft  man  can  be  with  fuch  a  view. 

I  repeat,  that  it  cannot  come  to  any-i 
thing .  But  thele  <«;kiiM(;j— Then  ibch 
%  love  in  us  all,  both  -old  and  young, 
9/  beine  coartMl  and  admired !— -And 
io  irreuftifale  to  their  elderjbips  to  be 
flattered,  that  ail  power  is  not  over  with 
them$  bnt  that  they  may  ftill  clafs  and 
prank  it  with  theirdaughters.— It  vex- 
ed me  heartily  tp  have  her  tell  me  of 
\\x\%  propcfal  withfelf-cemplaifant  fim- 
perlogSi  and  yet  (he  aifefled  to  fpeak 
of  it^  as  if  (he  had  no  intention  to  en- 
.    courage  it. 

Tbefc  antiquated  batchclors  (old  be- 
fore they  believe  themfeWes  to  be  to) 
.  imagine,  that  when  they  have  once  per- 
'  (uaaed  tbemfd<vii  to  think  of  the  (late, 
tbey  have  nothing  more  ^o  do  than  to 
make  their  minds  known  to  the  wo- 
man.    . 

Youx  uncle'6  overgrown  fortune  is, 
indeed,  a  bait; .  a  tempting  one.  A 
iaucy  daughter  to  be  got  rid  of!  The 
memoi-y  ot  the  £atbei:  of  that  daughter 
«ot  precious  enot^h  to  weigh  much  !— 
iut  let  him  advance  if  be  dare— Let  her 
f ncourage<«»But  I  hope  (he  won't. 
.  ExcuU  me,  my  dear.  I  am  nettled. 
They  hzy^  fearfully  rumpled  my  gorget. 
You'll  think  me  faulty.  So  I  won't 
put  my  name  to  this  (eparate  paper. 
Other  hands  may  refemble  mine.  You 
did  not  fee  me  write  it*       ' 


LETTER   XVIII. 

MISS  Cl«ARLSSA  HAKLOWEi'TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

J(ONI>AT  ArTERNOON,' MAT  15. 

NOW,  indeed,, it  is  evident,  my 
.  beft,  my  only  friend,  that  I  have 
but  one  choice  to  makev  And  nowl 
do  find,  that  I  Jiave  carried  my  refent- 
m^pt  againft  thia  man  too  farj  fiicc 
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BOW  I  am  to  appeal  a»  if  under  sn  obR- 
gation  to*  his  patience  with  me  lor  a 
condu^,  ^hjch  perhaps  he  will  think 
( if  not  hu  mourfome  and  childi  lb)  plain- 
ly demonftrative  of  my  little  eneem  of 
him  $  but  a  fecondarj  efteem  'at  Icaft, 
where  before,  his  pride  ratb«r  than  hit 
merit,  had  made  him  expeft  ^frff,  Q 
my  dear  \  to  be  caib  upon  a  mao,  that  it 
not  z  generous  xnzn\  that  Is,  indeed,  a 
cruel  man  t  A  man  that  is  capable  of 
creating  a  di(brers  to  a  yonn^  creature, 
who  by  her  evil  deftiny  is  tnrowa  int* 
his  power;  and  then  of  et^opng  it,  as 
I  may  (ay !  [I  Verijy  think  J  may  fay 
fo  oMhis  ravage!]— •  What  a  fate  if 
minel 

You  give  me,  my  dear,  goodadirice, 
as  to  the  peremptory  manner  in  wliich  f 
ought  to  treat  him :  but  do  yov  confider 
to  'whom  it  is  that  you  give  it?^An<| 
then  ihould  I  tdke  it,  and  (houid  he  be 
capable  of  delay,  I  unprotected,  defb* 
late,  nobody  to  fly  to,  in  what  a  wixtch* 
cd  light  nni^  I  (land  in  his  eyes;  and, 
what  is  dill  as  bad,  in  my  own*  O  my 
dear,  fee  you  not,  as  I  dOg  that  the  fc- 
eafion  for  this  my  indelicate,  my  (hock* 
ing  fituation,  (hould  never  have  been 
given  by  me,  of  all  creaturesj'  fince  | 
am  unequal,  utterly  une<|ua],  to  the 
circumftances  to  which  my  mcon/idcra.. 
tion  has  reduced  me  1-* What,  1  t^ 
challenge  a  man  for  a  hufbandl— -it^ 
exert  myfelf  to  quicken  the  delayer  in 
his  refolutions!  And  having,  as  yoo 
think,  loft  an  opportunity,  to  b^in  to 
try  to  recal  it,  as  from  mjfelf,  tnAfvr 
myfelf  t  To  threaten  him,  as  I  may  (ay, 
into  the  marriage-ftate  I— O  mv  dear! 
if  this  be  right  to  be  done,  how  dtfficnU 
is  it,  where  modefty  and  (elf  (or  where 
pride,  if  you  pleafe)  is  cpiicenoedt  to 
do  that  right }  Or,  to  exprefsmylelf  io 
your  words,  to  be  father,  mother^  00- 
cle,  to  myfelf  1—Efpecially  where  one 
thinks  a  triumph  over  one  is  intended. 

You  fay,  you  have  Tried  Mrs.  IVor- 
ton^s  weight  with  my  motherw-Badas 
the  returns  are  which  my  appHcat)o«  ly 
Mr.  Hickman  has^jnit  with,  you  tnji 
me,  That  you  have  not  acquainted,  nc 
with  all  the  bad,  nor  now,  J>e'rhaps,  pnt 
will.  But  why  fo,  my  dear?  .Wfc^  is 
the  bad,  what  can  be  the  bad,  >vbic& 
now  you  will  never  tell  me  of  ?— Whal 
worfe,  than  renounce  me !  ajid  for  eV^ 
My  uncle,  you  (ay,  believes, meroiiieds 
he  declares,  that  he  can  beliejfe  er^^ 
thing  bad  of  a  creature  who  cotild  nm 
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■wav  witli  m  11199.!  and  they  Jiaye  9^ 
ihnat  a  i^fofutidn;  not  to  'ftir  an.  1nc1\  in 
toy  fiivpyf  j,np,  ftot>to  Tavc  my  life.*^ 
Ha^re  yOu'Wofftf  dian  this,  my' dear,  be' 
kind?— ifeurely\ipjf,f} the r  has  not  re"- 
Dcw^d  his^readfurfn4ledi6lioni— ^Sure- 
ly, if  fo/my  nyorticr  has  hot  joined  i^ 
It !  Haye  my  uticles  given  it  their  fanc- 
tion,  and  made  it  a  family-aft  ?  J»k 
ibemfet*ues  thereby  more  really  faulty. 
ihan  e^enr.H  fi  ^fi^tptfe  me  to  be,  ihongb 
J  the  caUjitfibat  greater  fault  in  them  f 
—What,'  my  dear,  is  this  worft;  ihat . 
yoo  will  leave  &r  ever  uhrevealed  ? 

0  Lovelace!  why  comeft  thou  not 
juft  now,  while  thcfe  black  profpefts 
kf c  bcfor?  me  ?  For  now,  couldft  thou 
look  into  my  heart,  wouldft  thou  fee  a 
diftrefs  worthy  of  thy  barbarous  tril 
Boiph ! 

;#    * 

1  WAS  forced  to  quit  my  pen.  And 
you  iay  J^ou  have  tiied  Mtrs.  Norton*^ 
weight  with  my  mother  ? 

What  is  done  cannot  be  remedied : 
but  I  wi/h  you  had  not  taken  a  ftep  of 
thla  importance  to  me  without  firft  con- 
ibltinz  roe.  •  Forgive  me,  my  dear,  bi^t 
jjfmuK  tell  you  that  that  high-fouled 
and  noble  friendfliip  which  you  havp 
«Ter  avowed  with  fo  obliging  and  fp 
.uncommon  a  warmth,  although  it  hap 
licen  always  the  fubjea  of  my  grateful 
admiration^  has  been  oftpn  the  ground 
of  my  appiehenfion,  becaufe  of  it's  un.- 
^ridled  fervour. 

Well,  but  now  to  loojc  forward,  yovi 
are  of  opinion  thai  I  myft  be  his  :  and 
that  I  cannot  leave  him  with  reputation 
to  myfelf,  whether :with  or  without  hi^ 
confent.  1  muft,  if  fo,  make  the  belt 
of  the  bad  matter. 

He  went  out  in  the  morning;  in- 
lending  not  to  retuinn  to  dinner,  unleis 
(as  he  fent.me  word)  I  would  admit 
film  to  dine  with  me.  ^ 

I  excnfed  rayfelf.  The  man,  whofc 
anger  is  now  to  be  of  fuch  high  impoi> 
ui/ce  to  me,  was,  it  feems,  diipleafed. 

As  he  (as  well  as  j)  expef^^d,  that  I 
IKould  receive  a  letter  from  you  this  day 
hj  Collins,  I  fuppofe  he  will  not  be 
long  befoie  he  returns;  and  then,  pof- 
fibly,  he  it  to  be  mighty  (lately,  mighty 
tHmmiJb^  mighty  coy,  i  f  you  pleafe  \  And 
then  muft  I  be  very  humble,  very  Tub- 
rniflive,  and  try  to  in'fmuatc  ijnyfcff  into 
Bis  good  graces:  wit*h  downcaft  ejre«  if 
|wt  by  /yocchf  beg  'hi»  forgivcnrfs  fof 
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the  diftance  L  have-  fo  perverfely  kept 
him  atl^Yes,  I'warrant!^— Bu\^llMll 
fee  how  this  Hsehaviour  -will'  fit  tspoA 
me!  —You  have  always  raitlied  mk  vpdk 
\t\y  meeknefs,  I  think:  well,  then,  I 
will  try,  rf  I  can  be  ftill  meeker,  fhall  H 
— O  my  dear! 

But  let  me  fit  with  my  hands  before 
me,  all  patience,  all  reiignation;  for  I 
think  I  hear  him  coming  up.  Or  ihall 
1  roundly  aecoff  him,  in  the  words,  i» 
the  form,  whith  yoo,  my  dear/  pre* 
fcribed  ? 

He  is  come  in.  tie  has  fent  to  m^ 
all  impatience,  as  Dorcas  fays,  by  his 
afpeA.— But  I  cannot^  cannot  fee  bim*.- 

fl0KI»AT  KICHT. 

The  contents  of  your  letter,  and  my 
own  heavy  refleiSUons;  rendered  me  in*- 
capable  ot  feeing  this  expcfting  maif. 
The  firft  word  he  afked  Dorcas,  wat« 
If  1  had  received  a  letter  fince  he  had 
been  out?  She  told  me  this;  and  h«^ 
anfwer,  that  I  had  j  and  was  failing, 
and  had  been  in  tears^  ever  iince. 

He  fent  to  defire  an  interview  witfi 
me, 

.  I  anfwcrcd  by  her.  That  I  was  not 
very  well.  In  the  morning,  if  better,  f 
wotild/ee  him  as  foon  as  he  pleaibd. 

yery  hMmbU!  was  it  not,  my  dear> 
Yet  he  was  too  royal  to  take  it  for  hu- 
mility; for  Dorcas  told  me,  he  ru66e2 
one  nde  of  his  face  impatiently :  an} 
faid  a  rafh  word,  and  was  out  of  hu- 
mour; (talking  about  the  room. 

Half  an  hour  a£ter,  he  fent  again j 
defiring  very  earneftly^  that  I  would  ad* 
mit  him  to  fupper  with  me.  He  would 
enter  upon  no  fubjefls  of  converfatloQ^ 
but  what  I  fiiould  lead  to. 

So  I  fliould  have  been  at  IWeriy^  yott 
fee,  to  cifart  him!  • 
.     I  again  deiired  to  be  exctifbd* 

Indeed,  my  dear,  xaj  eyes  were  ^11  • 
ed :  I  was  very  lov^-fpirited;  and  cotlti 
not  think  of  entering  all  at  once,  after 
the  diftance  I  had  kept  him  at  for  feve* 
ral  days,  into  the  fretdom  of  converfa- 
tion  which  the  utter *')reje61:ion  I  have 
met  with  from  my  relationi,  as-well  at 
youf  advice,  has  made  necelTary. 
.  He  fent  up  to  tell  me,  that  as'he  heard 
1  was  fading,  if  I  would  proi^tlb  to  eat 
fome  chicken  which  Mrs;  Sinclair  had 
ordered  for  fupper,  he  would  acqui^fei 
^Fery  kind  in  his  Ohgirl  Is  b>rhi? 

I  promiie4  that  I  woold.    Ctn  1  be 
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more  prtparaii'Vify,  tondeCctnding}'^ 
How  bapD^,  I'll  warrant,  if  I  may  meet 
him  in  a  Mtmlzndfirgivaigh\imimr\ 

I  hate  inyfelf  1  But  I  won't  be  in- 
fblted.  Indeed  I  won't  for  all  this. 


LETTER    XIX. 

MISS  CLAftlSSAHARLOWE.  TO  MISS 
HOWS. 

TVSSDAYy  MAT  X^. 

1  Think  once  more,  we  feem  to  be  in  a 
kindoftmin;  but  through  a  ftorm. 
I  will  give  you  the  particulars! 

I  heard  him  in  the  dining-room  at  five 
in  the  roomihg.  I  had  refted  very  ill» 
and  was  up  too.  But  opened  not  my 
door  till  fix:  when  Dorcas  brought  me 
his  requeft  for  my  company. 

He  approached  mc,  and  taking  my 
.band,  as  I  entered  the  dining-room,  *  I 

*  went  not  to  bed,  Madam,  till  two,* 
faid  he{  *  yet  flept  not  a  wink.    Fqr 

*  God's  fake,  torment  me  notf  as  you 

*  have  done  for  a  week  pad.' 
Hepaufed.  Iwasdlent. 

•  At  firft,'  proceeded  he,  *  I  thought . 
'  your  refentment  of  a  curiofity,  in 
'  which  I  had  been  di reappointed,  could 
'  Dot  b^  deep;  and  that  it  would  go  off 

*  of  itfelf :  but  when  I  found,  it  was 
^  to  be  kept  up  till  you  knew  the  fuc- 
'  cefs  of  iome  new  overtures  which  you 

*  had  made,  and  which,  complied  with, 

*  might  have  deprived  me  of  you  for 

*  ever;  how,  Madiiro,  could  I  fupport 
}  myfelf  under  the  thoughts  of  having, 

<  with  fuch  an  union  of  mterefts,  made 

*  fo  little  impreiHon  upon  your  mind  in 
f  m^  favour?' 

He  paufed  again.  I  was  ilill  dent. 
He  went  on. 

'  *  I  acknowledge  that  I  have  a /r^s^ 
'  beartf  Madam.  I  cannot  but  hope 
'  for  fome  inftances  of  previous  and  pre- 
'  ferable  favour^  from  the  lady  I  am 
«  ambitious  to  call  mine;  and  that  her 

<  choice  of  me  (hop)d  not  appear,  not 

*  Jf^fgranfiy  appear,  direftcd  by  the  per- 

*  verfenefs  of  ^cr  fe  j  fi  (h  ^^rfecu  tors,  who 

<  are  my  irjreconcil cable  enemies.* 
More  to  the  fame  purpofc  he  faid. 

You  know,  my  dear,  the  room  he  had 
given  me  to  recriminate  upon  him  in 
twenty  inftances.  I  did  not  (pare  him. 

*  *  Every- one  of  thcfc  inftances,'  faid 
I,  Rafter  I  had  enumerated'them)  <cbn- 

*  vmces  me  of  yoyir  fride,  indeed^  Sir> 
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butnotofyouVMrj>.  I  eonfefs,  that 
I  have  as  much  ^ide  as  you  can  have, 
although  I  hope  it  h  of^another  kind 
than  that  you  Co  reai^javov/.  Bat 
if.  Sir,  you  have  the  leaft  mixture  ia 
yours,  of  that  pride  which  mav  be  ck- 
pe^ed,  and  thought  laudwe,  in  a 
man  of  your  birth,  alliances,  and  for- 
tune, you  ihould  rather  wifli,  I  will 
prcfame  to  iay,  to  prMttotewhat  yoa 
call  my  pride,  than  either  to  fupprcft 
it,  or  to  regret  that  I  have  it.  It  is  tbit 
my  acknowledged  pride,*  proceeded  I, 
that  induces  me  to  tell  you,  Sir,  that 
I  think  it  beneath  me  tp  difownwfaat 
have  been  my  motives  for  declining 
for  fome  days  pad,  any  converfatioi 
with  you,  orvifitfromMr.  Mennellt 
that  might  lead  to  points  oil t  of  my 
power  to  determine  upon,  until  I 
heard  from  my  uncle Hariowez  whom, 
i  ^onfefsy  I  have  caufed  to  be  loandcd, 
whether  I  might  be  favoured  with  his 
intereft  to  obtain  for  me  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  my  friends,  upon  terms 
which  I  had  caufed  to  be  propoied.* 
'  I  know  not,'  (aid  he,  *  and  fuppofe 
muft  not  prefume  to  a&,  w^at  tne& 
terms  were.  But  I  can'bot  too  weH 
guefs  at  them ;  and  that  t  was  to  have 
been  the  preliminary  facrifice.  But 
you  muft  allow  me.  Madam,  to  fay, 
that  as  much  as  I  admire  the  noble* 
nefs  of  your  ientimenta  in  eencral, 
and  in  particular  that  laudaNi  pride 
which  you  have  fpoken  of;  I  wift 
that  I  could  compliment  you  with 
fuch  an  uniformitj  in  it,  as  had  fet 
you  as  much  above  all  fubmiflion  to 
minds  implacable  and  unrealbnable, 
(I  hope  I  may,  without  oflRence,  fay, 
that  your  brother's  and  fifter*a  are 
fuch)  as  it  has  above  all  favourimd 
condefceniion  to  me.' 
*  Duty  and  nature.  Sir,  call  upon  ne 
to  make  (he  fubmiiOons  you  (peak  of: 
there  is  a  father,  there  is  a  mother, 
there  are  uncles  in  the  one  ^ie,  to 
juftify  and  demand  thofe  fubmiilioBS. 
What,  pray.  Sir,  can  be  pleaded  foe 
the  condefcenfion,  as  you  call  it  ?  WiK 
you  fay,  your  merits,  either  with  re- 
gard to  them,  or  to  myfilf^  may?* 
«  This,  Madam,  to  be  faid,  afterthe 
perfccutions  of  thofe  relations^  After 
what  you  have  fuffered !  Afief  what 
you  havt  made  me  hope!  Let  me,  my 
dearcft  creature,  afk  you,  (we  have 
been  talkine  of  ^rrtV)  Wbttfortof 
pride  mufl  bis  be,  which  can  dlfpenie 
«  widi 
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With  inclination  and  preference  id  the 
lad 7  whom  he  adores?-— What  tnuft 
be  that  love—' 

'  Lovt^  Sir !  who  talks  of  loofe  f -— 
Was  not  merit  the  thing  we  were 
talking  of  ?— Have  /  ever  profeffed, 
have  lever  required  of  you  profeflions 
of  a  paflion  of  that  nature !— But  there 
is  no  end  of  thefe  dehatings  |^  eachy^ 
fauUlcfs,  eachy^  full  of  felf ^* 

*  I  do  not  chink  my CilffauitUfs,  Ma- 
dam—But——' 

*  But  what,  Sir!— Would  you  ever- 
more argue  with  me,  as  if  you  were 
a  child?— Seeking  palliations,  and 
makingpromifes?— rromifes  of  what. 
Sir?  Or  being  in  future  the  man  it  is 
a  iliame  a  gentleman  is  not  ?*-*0f  be- 
ing the  man——' 

«  Good  Godl*  interrupted  he,  with 
eyes  lifted  up,  *  if  tboit  wertto  be  thus 
fevere-^^' 

«  Well,  well,  Sir,' [impatiently]  «I 
need  only  to  obferve,  that  all  this  vaft 
difference  in  fentiment  fliews  how  un- 
|iaired  our  minds  are— So  let  us 

*  J*et  us  nvbaty  Madam !— My  foul 

*  if  rifing  into  tumults!'  Andhelook- 
cd  io  wildly^  that  I  was  a  eood  deal  ter- 
rificd-r*  Let  us  ^bat^  N^dam !' 

I  was,  however,  refolved  not  to  de- 
fert  myfelf— *  Why,  Sir,  let  us  rcfolve 
'  to  quit  every  rr^rd  for  each  other— 
jNay,  flame  not  out— I  am  a  poor  weak- 
minded  creature  in  fome  things :  but 
where  what  1  JbouU  ^/,t>r  not  deferve 
to  live  if  I  am'not,  is  in  the  oueftion, 
I  have  a  great  and  invincible  fplrit, 
or  my  own  conceit  hetrays  me— Let 
us  refolve  to  quit  every  regard  for 
each  other  that  is  more  than  civil*. 
Tbu  you  may  depend  upon  ^  I  will 
never  marrv  anv  other  n^an.  I  have 
feen  enougn  of  your  fex}  at  leaft  of 
jrw.-^A  fingle  life  Aall  ever  be  «ry 
choice:  while  I  will  leave  you  at  li- 
berty to  ^virtue  jour  own.' 

*  Indifference— <iu0iy/  than  indiffe« 
rence !'  faid  he,  in  a  paflTion. 
Interrupting  him—*  Indifference  let 
It  be— You  have  not  (in  my  opinion 
at  leaft)  deferved  that  it  ihould  be 
other :  if  you  have  in  jour  own^  you 
have  caufe  (at  leaft  yoy^xfridi  ha^)  to 

f  h^e  me  for  mif- judging  you.* 

'  beareft,  de areft  creature  1  *  fnatch  • 
ing  my  hand  with  fiercenefs,  *  let  me 
f  befeech  you  to  be  u/^formtj  noble  !— 

*  Civfi  regnrdt^  Mad^ml'^Ciini  rt» 


gar  is  /—Can  you  fo  expeft  tg  narrow' 
and  confine  fnch  a  paflion  as  minet* 
'  Such  a  pailion  as  voors,  Mr.  Love* 
lace,  deftrvts  to  be  narrowed  aii4 
confined.  It  is  either  the  paffionjwtf 
do  not  think  it,  or  /  do  not.  I  oadT- 
tion  whether  your  mind  is  capable  of 
being y0  narrowed  and /0  viridened,  at 
is  neceffary  to  make  it  be  what  I  wilk 
it  to  be.  Lift  up  your  hands  and  your 
eyes.  Sir,  in  filent  wonder,  if  yo« 
pieafe;  but  what  does  that  wonder 
exprefsi  what  does  it  convince  me  of^ 
but  that  we  are  not  bom  for  one  ana* 
thcr?' 

*  By  my  foul,'  faid  he,  and  graQiel 
my  hand  with  an  eagcmefs  that  hurt  it^ 

•  we  fwere  born  for  one  another:  yoa 

•  mufi  be  mine— You  JbaU  be  mine/ 
[and  put  his  other  arm  round  me]  *  al- 
'  though  my  damnation  vrere  to  be  the 

purchafe!' 

I  was  ft  111  more  terrified*-'  Let  me 
leave  you,  Mr.  Lovelace,*  faid  I| 
or  do  you  be  gone  from  me.  Is  the 
paflion  you  boaft  of  to  be  thus  fhock- 
inglv  demon  ftrated  V 

*  You  muft  not  go.  Madam  1—Yo« 
muft  not  leave  me  in  anger.' 

*  I  will  return— I  will  return-r-Whett 
you  can  be  lefs  violent— lefi  (hock- 
ing!' 

And  he  let  me  go. 

The  man  quite  fri|;hted  me;  inlb« 
much  that  when  I  got  into  my  chamber^ 
I  found  a  fudden  flow  of  tears  a  great 
relief  to  me. 

In  half  an  hour,  he  fent  a  little  billet^  . 
expreflin^  his  concern  for  the  vehe- 
mence of  his  behaviour,  and  prayed  to 
fee  me. 

I  went. '  Becaufe  I  could  not  help  my* 
felf,  I  went. 

He  was  full  of  his  excules.— O  mf 
dear  I  what  would  you,  even  vw,  do 
with  fuch  a  m^n  as  this;  and  in  my 
iituation  ?  ^ 

It  was  very  pofHble  for  him  n6w,  he 
faid,  to  account  for  the  workings  of  a 
beginning  phrenzy.  For  his  part,  be 
was  near  diftra5lion.  All  laft  week  to 
fuffer  a»  he  had  fuffered;  and  now  to 
talk  of  cMl  regards  only,  when  he 
bad  hoped  from  tl^e  noblenefs  of  m/- 
mind— 

*  Hope  what  you  will,'  interrupted  T| 
'  I  muft  inlift  upon  it,  that  our  mii\de 
<  ere  bv  no  means  fuite^  to  each  other. 

•  You  MTC  brought  me  into  diiBcnltiet* 

aei» 
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II  am ' cjeftrted  by  every  friend  but 

*  Mils  Howe.     My  true  fentiments  I 

*  wiU  not  conceaI«-It  is  againll  my 
<  wilL  that  I  muft  fubmit  to  owe  pro- 
^  tcilion  from  a  brother* s  proJeiSJs, 
*^hich  Mifs  Howe  thinks  are  tjot 

4  given  over,  to  you,  who  have  brought 
'  me  into  thefe  freights:  not  with  my 

5  own  concurrence  brought  me  inte 
\  them  ^  remember  that-*~* 

,  *  i  do  remember  that,  Madam!— 
?  6b  often  rcmindied,  how  can  I  foranet 

fit?'  .;  • 

•  Yet  I  «m;V// owe  to  you  this; pro* 

*  te^lion,  if  it  benecefTarv,  in  the  ear* 

*  nefthope,  than  you  will  ^/bor,  rather 

*  thany^/i  mifebief,  if  any  further  enr 
«  (|uiry>  after  me  be  made.     But  what 

*  binders  you  from  leaving  me?— Can- 

*  not  I  fend  to  vou?  The  widow  Fretch- 

*  yille,  it  is  pfain,  knows  not  her  own 
'  mind:  the  people  bere  indeed  are  nu>re 

*  clvUt*  me  every  day  tham  other:  but 

*  I  had  rather  have  lodgings  more  agree* 

*  abletomycircumftances.  Ibeftknow 
'  what  will  fuit  theni^  and  am  refolved 

*  not  to  be  obliged  to  any-hody^ ,  If 
'  you  leave  me,  I  will  privately  retire 

*  to  fome  one  of  the  neighbouring  viU 

*  lages,  and  there  wait  my  coufin  JVlor- 

*  den's  arrival  with  patience.* 

*  I  prefume.   Madam,*  replied  b^ 

*  from  what  ybu  have  faid,  that  your 
'  application  to  Harlowe  Place  has 
'  prQvedunfuccefsfu);  I  therefore  hope, 
■  that  you  will  now  give  nie  leave  to 

*  mention  the  terms  in  the  .nature  of 

*  fett^ements,  which  I  have  long  in- 

*  tended  to  propofe  to  you;  and  which 

*  havingtill  how  delayed  to  do,  through 

*  accideilts  not  proceeding  froip  myr 

*  felf;  I  had  thoughts  of  urging  to  you 

*  the  momefjtyou  entered  uponyour  ne<w 

*  houfe\  and  upon  your  finding  your- 

*  fell  as  independent  in  appearance  as 

*  you  are  in  farl.     Permit  me,  Ma- 

*  dam,  to  propofe  thcfe  matters  to  you 

*  —Not  with  an  expeflation  of  your 

*  immediate  anfwer^  but  for  your  con^ 

*  /deration.^ 

Were  not  hefitation,  a,felf  -  felt  glow, 
»  downcaft  eye,  encouragement  more 
thanenouch?  Ajid  yet  you  will  ob-' 
fervc  (as  fnow  doonrecolfef^ion)  that 
he  was  in  no  great  hurry  to  folicit  fora 
ifay;  fince  he  had  no  thoughts  of  pro- 
pofing  fettlemcnts,  till  I  had  got  into 
my  new  houfe^  and  now,  in  his  great 
complaifance  to  me,  he  defircd  leave  to 
ytppofc  his  terras,  not  with  an  e;t|> cc* 


tation  of  my  immeiiaU  anf^uDery  but 
for  my  rtfii^^r/i/w/zonly— Yctjmy  dear, 
your  advice  was  too  much  in  my  head 
at  this  time.     I  helitated. 

He  urged  on  upon  my  filence:  be 
would  call  God  to  witnefs  to  the  juflice, 
|iay  to  the  generefity  of  his  imentiont 
to  me,  if  I  would  be  ib  good  as  to  hear 
what  he  had  to  propofe  ta  me»  as  to  fet* 
tkmenti.  * 

.  Could  not  the  inan.have  fallen  into 
the  fubfe^l  without  this  farade  ?  Many 
a  point,  you  know,  u  refufed,  and 
ought  to  he  refufed,  if>leave  be  a&ed  to 
introduce  itj  and' when  once  refu(ed, 
the  refufal  muit  in  honour  be  adhered 
]to— Whereas,  had  it  bzenjtuiin  upoa 
one,  as  I  may  fay,  it  might  havt  mcr 
rited  further  conhderatioD*.  If  .foch  a 
man  as  Mr.  Lovelace  knows  not  this^ 
who  (bould  ? 

But  he  feenied  to  think  it  enough  that 
he  had  aiked  my  lea^e  to  propofe  his  ' 
fentiments.  He  took  no  advantage  of 
my  iilence,  as  I  prefume  men  ks  modejt 
as  Mr.  Loyclsce  would  have  done,  i« 
a  like  cafe:  yet  gazing  in  my  face  very 
confidently,  and  feeming  to  expcA  my 
;iiirwer,  I  thought  my ^If  obliged  19 
give  the  fubje^l  a  more  diffufe  turn»  in 
order  to  fave  myfelf  the  mortification 
of  appearing  too  ready  in  my  compli- 
ance, after  mch  a  diftance  as  had  b^en 
between  us;  and  yet  (in  purfuance  of 
your  advice)  I  was  willing  to  avoid  tht 
^eceffity  of  giving  him  fuch  a  repulfe,  , 
as  might  again  throw  us  <nit  of  the 
courfc— A  cruel  alternative  to.  be  «• 
duced  to! 

*  You  talk  of,  generofitj^  Mr.  Love. 
'  lace,'  faiil  Ij  *  and  you  talk  of  jufticez 

*  perhaps,  without  having  confidered  . 

*  the  force  of  the  words,  in  the  fenfe 
^  you  ufe  them  on  t^iis  occafion— Let 
«  fne  tell  you  v/h^t  generofitj  is,  in  my 

*  fenfe  of^  the  word— True   ceme- 

*  ROSiTY  is  not  confined  to  pecuniary 
\  infiances:  it  is  more  than  politencfs: 

*  it  IS  more  than  good  faith:  it  is  more 

*  th^n  honour:  it  is  more  ihznju^e: 

*  fince  all  thefe  are  but  ?luties,  and 
/  what  a  worthy  mind  cannot  dif^nfe 

*  with.    But  TRyE  GENrROsirris 

*  gi  eatnefs  of  foul.    It  incites  us  to  d« 

*  more  by  a  feliow-creature»  than  caa 
'  be-ftri^iiy  required  of  us..  It  obliges 
<  us  to  h alien  to  the  relief  of  an  obje^ 

.f  .that  wants  relief;  anticipating  even 

*,  fuch  a  o ne'  s  liope  or  expeftation .  Ge» 

5  ncrofity,  Sir,  will  not  forely  permit 

♦  awonbf 


CLARISSA    HARXOWE. 


^  a  wortky  tnlnd  to  doubt  cf  it*s  ho- 

*  Dourable  and  beneficent  intentions: 
'  much  lefswill  itallowitfelf  toibock, 

*  to  offend  any  one;'  and,  Jeaft  of  all| 

*  a  perfon  thrown  by  adverfity.  mi(hap| 

<  or  accident,  into  it*s  proteaion.' 
What  an  oppoitunitv  had  he  to  clear 

kis  intentions  had  he  oeen  fo  difpofedj 
from  the  Ui/tgr  part  of  this  home  ob- 
fervation!«-But  he  ran  away  with  the 
frjf,  and  kept  to  that. 

*  Admirably  defined  r  he  faid*^'  Bi^ 
'  who  at  this  rate,  Madam,  can  be  fai^ 
'  tp  be  generous  to  jfo«'^— Your  gene* 

*  rofity  I  implore;  while  j«^/V^,  as'  it 

*  muft  be  my  fole  merit,  wall  be  my 

*  aim.    Never  was  there  a  woman  of 

*  fuch  nice  and  delicate  fentiments!' 

<  It  is  a  refle6lion  upon  yourfelf, 

*  Sir,  and  upon  the  company  you  havf 

*  kept,  if  vou  think  thefe notions  either 

*  nice  or  delicate.    Thoufands  of  my 

<  iex  are  ^ore  nice  than  I;  for  they 
'  would  have  avoided  the  devious  pat^ 

*  I  have  been  fuq>rized  into:  the  con- 
'  fequences  of  which  furprize  have  lai4 
'  me  under  the  fad  necemty  of  tellinjr 

*  a  man,  nubo  has  not  delicacy  enough  to 
«  enter  into  tbofe  parts  of  the  female  cba^ 

'    •  raSer  ivhicb  are  tfs  glory  and  dif- 

*  tinStioHt  what  true  generolJty  i8\* 
His  divine  monitrefs,  he  called  me. 

He  would  endeavour  to  form  his  man- 
ner* (as  he  had  often  promifcd)  by  my 
example.  But  he  hoped  I  would  now 
isermit  him  to  mention  briefly  thtjujfice 
he  propofed  to  do  me,  in  the  terms  of 
the  fettlements ;  a  fubjeft  fo  proper,  be* 
fori  notv,  to  have  been  entered  upon; 
and  which  would  have  been  entered 
upon  long  ago,  had  not  my  frequent 
diffleafure  [J  am  ever  in  faulty  my 
\Uari\  taken  from  him  the  opportunity 
he  had  often  wiftied  for:  but  now  hav- 
ii\^  ventured  to  lay  hold  of  tbis^  no- 
thing (hould  divert  him  from  improv- 
ing It. 

«  I  have  no  fpirits,  juft  now,  Sir,  tp 

*  attend  to  fuch  weighty  points.  What 
'  yOu  have  a  mind  to  propofe,  write  tp 

*  me:  and  I  (ball  know  what  ajifwer 
'  to  return.     Only  one  thing  let  me 

*  rcmiftcj  you  of,   that  if  yoU  touch 

*  upon  any  fubjeft,  ia  which  my  fa- 

*  ther  has  a   concern,   I  fhall  judge 

*  by  your  treafnicnt  of  the  father,  wh^ 
•■  value  you  have  tor  the  daugji'ter.* 

*  He  Ipokedzi'if  he  would  cbufe  rath^ 
fo  fpeak  than  write:  but  hadhe /iziV/fo^ 
i  lu4  A  fcvert  rnarn  to  have  made  upon 
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feim;  atf  poilibly '  hi'  Inight  ke  hfmf 

"^  *'  '#       # 

iN'this  way  are  we  nci^i  a  fort  of 
calm,  as  I  faid,"fucceeding  a  ftornl 
What  may  happen  next,  whether  a 
ftorm  or  a  cdm,  with  fuch  a  fpirit  aa 
I  have  to  deal  with,  who  can  tell? 


But  be  that  as  it  wilL  *I  think,  my 
dear,  I  am  not  meanly  ou:  and  that  thit 
is  a  great  point  with  mo;  and  which  I 
know  you*  will  be  glad  to  hekr:  if  it 
vrere  only,  that  I  can  fee  this  man  with- 
out lofing  any  of  that  dignity  [What 
pther  word  can  I  uTe,  fpenking  of  my« 
felf^  tfiat  betokens  ^(fr^ry,  TLnd  not  or • 
yogance?'\  which  is  fo  neceffary  to'cn« 
able  me  to  look  up^  or  rather  with  th# 
mittd^s  eye,  I  may  fay,  to  look  dowi^ 
tipon  a  mafl  of  this  man*s  caft. 

Although  cifcamflances  have  fo  ofV 
fered,  Yhat  I  could  not  take  your  ad- 
vice as  to  the  manner  of  dealing  vitk 
liim;  yet  you  gave  me  fo  much  coiiragc 
by  it,  as  has  enabled  me  to  condnft 
things  to  this  iffue;  as  well  as  defer«- 
ttiilried  me  againft  leaving  him:  which 
before^  I  was  thinking  to  do,  at  all  ad~ 
ventui-es.  Whether,  when  it  came  to 
the  point,  I  Jhoidd  have  done  fo,  or 
not,  I* cannot  lay,  becaufe  it  wo«il4 
have  d^ndod  upon  his  behaviour  at 
the  time. 

But  let  his  behaviour  be  what  it  will^ 
I  am  afraid,  (with  you)  t^at  fhonlA 
any -thing  ofl^r  at  latt  to  oblige  me  to 
leave  him,  I  (hall  not  mend  my  Stuatioa 
in  the  world's  tyej  but  the  contrary. 
And  yet  I  will  not  be  created  by  him 
with  mdignity  while  I  have  any  pOwec 
to  help  myfelf. 

You,  my  dear,  have  accufed  me  of 
hivm^  modefty^d  auuayf  as  you  phrafe 
iti  feveral  opportunities  of  benigj— 
Being  wjiat,  my  dear ?*— Wiy,'the  wife 
of  a  libertine:  and  what  a  libertine  and 
liis  wife  are,  my  coufin  MoVden's  let- 
ter tells  us.-;— Let  me  here,  onbcforall^ 
fendeavour  to  account  for. the  motives 
of  my  behaviour  to  this  man,  and  for 
the  principles  I  have  proceeded  upOfi» 
as  they  appear  to  me  upon  a  clofe  felf- 
exami nation.  '  '   - 

Be  pleafed  thin  t^  allow  me  to  thinl^ 
that  my  motives  oh  this  occafion,  ariie 
not  altogether  from  maidenly  nicenefs^ 
nor  yet  from  the  apgrcheftfiort  of  what 
my  prcfent  tormentor,  and  future  huf- 
band,  may  think  o^a  precipitate  con;>- 
plianccy  on  fuch  a  diiagrecable  beha- 
viour 
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mow  at  liist  tfut  they  uitiik  princrpal^y 
from  wliat  offinrs  to  my  own  he^rt)  re- 
fye&ing,  ae  I  may  faf ,  it*s  own  re6U- 
fode,  it's  own  judgmencof  the^^  and 
the  $mJUi  as  I  wouU,  wjthout  ftudy. 
mnC<»ftrfor  myitlf  to  roylelf,  in  the/HP 
place;  to  btm,  and  to  the  lAJorld^  in  the 
fecond  only.  Principlet  that  or^  in  my 
«»ind;  that  1  found  tberej  implanted^ 
no  doubt,  by  the  Hrft  Graciout  Pianten 
«vbich  therefore  impel  me,  as  I  may 
lay^  to  a6k  up  to  them»  that  thereby  I  < 
may,  tothebeftofmv  judgment,  be  ena-^ 
bled  to  comport  my&lf  worthily  in  both 
ftates,  (the  fingle  and  the  married)  let 
others  a^  as  they  vi^ill  by  me. 

I  hope,  my  dear,  I  do  not  deceive 
■nyfelf^  and,  inftead  of  fetting  about 
'  fe&ifying  what  is  amifs  in  my  heart, 
endeavour  to  find  excufes  for  habits  and 
IKcuKa^ties,  which  I  am  unwilling  to 
caft  off  or  orercome.  The  faeart  it 
▼ery  deceitful:  do  you,  my  dear  friend* 
Jay  mine  open,  [Butfurelyit  isaliuays 
§pen  brfore^9Hl'\  9ind  fpare  me  not,  if 
yon  think  it  culjpable. 

This  observation,  once  for  all,  is  I 
<£iid»  X  thought  proper  to  make,  to  con- 
vince you,  thft  to  tne  beft  of  my  judg- 
nent,  my  errors,  in  matters  as  well  of 
kAr  moment,  as  of  greater,  (hall  ra- 
ther be  the  fault  of  my  judgment  than 
of  my  will. 

I  ami  my  deareft  iiiendi  your  tnur 
Migid 

Clarissa  HARtows. 


LETtfeR    XX. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HARLOWE^  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

TUEtDAT  KICUT,MAT  l6* 

MR.  Lovelace  has  fent  me  bv  Dor- 
cas, bis  propofaU,  as  follow— 

*  To  fpare  a  delicacy  fo  extreme,  ^nd 

*  to  obey  you,  I  write:  and  the  rather, - 

*  that  you  may  communicate  this  paper 

*  to  Mifs  Howe,  who  may  confuu  any 

*  of  her  friends  you  fliall  think  proper 
^  to  have  intruded  on  thisoccafion.     I 

*  fay,  iMtrufted\  becaufe,  as  you  know, 
'  I  nave  gi^ven  it  out  to  feveral  perfons* 

*  that  we  are  a£lually  married. 

*  Id  the  firft  place.  Madam,  I  oFer' 
'  to  iettlc  upon  you,  by  way  of  join- 

*  tsre,  your  whole  eftate:  and  more- 

*  over  to  veft  in  truftees  fuch  a  part  of 
f  mine  in  LajpUhirci  as  (hall  produce 
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*  a  dear  four  hundred  pounds  a  yeai^ 

*  to  be  paid  to  your  (ble  and  feparatc 
«  life  quarterly. 

*  My 'own  eflate  is  a  clear,  not  nor 

*  *  minal,  2000 /.  per  aMuum,  Lord  M. 
'  propofes  to  give  me  poiTeflion  eitbetr 

*  of  that  which  he  has  in  Lancashire, 

*  [to  which,  by  the  way,  I  think  I 
*'  have  a  better  title  than  he  has  him- 

*  iclfj  or  that  we  call  The  La^n  in 
'  Hertford/hire,  upon  my  nuptials  with 
'  a  lady  whom  be  fo  greatly  admires;- 
'  and  to  make  that  I  (luill  cbufe  a  clear 
'  iqoqL  per  annum > 

*  Mv  too  great  contempt  of  cenfurc 
'  has  lubjefted  me  to  much  (lander. 
'  It  may  not  therefore  be  improper  to 
'  aflure  you,  on  the  word  of  a  gentle^ 
'  man,  that  no  part  of  my  eftate  was 

*  ever  mortgaged:  and  that  although  I 
'  lived  very  expenfively  abroad,  and 
'  made  large  draughts,  yet  that  Mjd« 

*  fummer  Day  next  will  difcharge  all 
'  that  I  owe  in  the  world.  My  no- 
'  tions  are  not  all  bad  onea.  I  have 
'  been  thought,  in  pecuniary  cales,gf- 
'  nerous»    It  would  have  dcierved  am* 

<  tber  name,  had  I  not  firft  been  Jiv^. 

'  If,  as  your  own  eftate  is  at  preicnt  in 

*  your  father's  hands,  you  rather  chufe 

*  that  I  fliould  make  a  )ointure  out  of 

*  mine,  tantamount  to  yours,  be  it  what 
'  it  will,  it  fliall  be  done.  I  will  en- 
'  gage  Lord  M.  to  write  j^on,  what  be 

*  propofes  to  do  on  the  happy  occafion; 

*  not  as  yourdefire  or  expe£lation,  bat 
'  to  demonftrate,  that  no  advantage  is 
'  intended  to  be  taken  of  the  fifnatioa 

<  you  are  in  with  vourown  family* 

<  To  fliew  the  beloved  daughter  the 

*  confideration  I  have  for  her,  I  will 
'  confent,  that  (be  (ball  prefcribe  the 
'  terms  of  agreement  in  relation  to  the 
^  large  fums,  which  mu ft  he  in  ber  fa- 
^  therms  hands,  arifingfrom  her  grand- 
'  father's  eftate.  I  have  no  doubt,  but 
^  he  will  be  put  upon  making  large  de- 
mands upon  yon.    All  thofe  it  fliall 

'  be  in  your  power  to  comply  with,  fuf  . 

'  the  fake  of  your  own  peace.  fi,nd 
the  remainder  (hall  be  paid  iolo  your 
hands,  and  be  entii'ely  at  your  dil- 
pofal,  as  a  fiind  to  fupport  thofe  cha- 
ritable donations,  which  I  have  bean} 
you  To  famed  for  out  of  your  fansily, 
and  for  which  you  have  been  fo  greatly 
refle6led  upon  in  it. 
<  As  to  deaths,  jewels,  and  the  like, 
again  ft  the  ti  nie  you  fliall  chufe  to  make 
your  appearance^  it  v^ill  be  my  pride*. 
.  s  ;hat 
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*  that  you  (hall  not  be  beholden  for  Aich 

*  of  tbefe  as  Ihall  be  anfwerable  to  the 

*  rafik  of  bothy  tb  thofe  who  have  had 

*  the  ftupid  folly  to  renounce  a  daugh* 

*  ter  they  deferved  not.    You  niuft  ex- 

*  cufe  me, Madam:  you  would  miftru ft 

*  my  finccrity  in  the  reft,  could  I  fpcak 
/  ot   thefe    people  without   afperity, 

*  though  fo  nearly  related  to  you. 

«  Thefe,  Madam,  are  my  propofaU. 

*  They  are  fuch  as  I  always  defigned  to 
'  make, '  whenever  you  would  permit 

*  me  to  enter  into  the  delightful  fub- 

*  jeft.     But  you  have  been  fb  deter- 

*  mined  to  try  every  method  for  reton- 

*  ciline  yourfclf  to  your  relations,  e\'en 
'  by  giving  mc  abfolutely  up  for  ever, 
■  that  you  have  feemed  to  think  it  but 

*  jttftice  to  keep  me  at  a  diftance^  till 

*  the  event  of  that  your  fredominant 

*  hope,  could  be  feen.  It  is  no<w  fe^n  I 
'  And  although  I  have  bein^  and  per- 

*  haps  ftill  amy  ready  to  regret  the  want 
,    *  of  that  preference  I  wiftied  for  from 

^  you  as  Miis  Clariflfa  Harlowe;  yet  I 
'  am   fure,  as  the  hufband  of  Mrs. 

*  Lovelace,  I  (hall  be  more  ready  to 

*  adore  than  to  blame  you  for  the  pangs 

*  you  have  given  to  a  heart,  thegenero- 
.  •  fity,  or  nthcr  juftice  of  which,  ifajr 

*  implacable  enemies  have  taught  you 
'  to  doubt:  and  this  ftill  the  readier, 
f  as  I  am  perfuadcd,  that  thofe  pangs 

*  never  wO'uld  have  been  given  by  a 
^  mind  fo  noble,  had  not  the  doubt 
'  been  entertained,  (perhaps  with  too 
<  greatan  apppearance  of  reafon;}  and 
'  as  I  hope  I  fhall  have  it  to  reflet,  that 

*  the  moment  the  doubt  ihall  be  over- 
**come,  the  indiflFerence  will  ceafe. 

<  I  will  only  add,  that  if  I  have  omit* 
^  ted  any- thing,  that  would  have  given 
f  you  farther  fatisfa£tion ;  or  if  the 
^  above  terms  be  (hort  of  wlvat  yQu 
'  vrould  wiih;  you  will  be  pleafed  to 

*  fupply  them  as  you  think  fit.  And 
'  wnen  I  know  your  pleafure,  I  will 

*  inftantly  order  articles  to  be  drawn 
f  up  cpnformably;  that  nothing  in  my 

*  power  may  be  wanting  to  make  you 
<  happy. 

«  You  will  now,  deareft  Madam, 
«  judge,  how  far  all  the  reft  depends 
f  upon  yourfelf.* 

^  Vou  fee,  my  dear,  what  he  offers. 
You  iee.it  is  all  my  fault,  that  he  has 
not  nia<ie  thefe  offers  before.  I  am  a 
grange  creature !-*To  be  to  blame  in 
'g^oery-thif^i  and  to  e^very-body^  yet 
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neither  intend  the  ill  at  the  time,. nor 
know  it  to  bi  the  ill  till  too  late,  or 
fo  nearly  too  late,  that  I  muft  give  up 
all  the  delicacy  he  talki  of,  tocompouad 
for  my  faultl  > 

IJbaU  now  judge  bo*wfar  tbe  refi  de^^ 
pehds  upontnyfelfl  So  coldly  concludes 
he  fuch  warm,  and,  in  the  main,  un>> 
obje^ble  propofalsx  would  you  npt, 
as  you  read,  have  fuppofed,  that  the 
paper  would  conclude  with  the  moft 
eameft' demand  of  a  day  ?-*>-I  own,  I 
had  that  e^pt^afion  foftrong,refulting 
naturally f  as  I  may  fay,  from  the  pre- 
mifes,  that  without  fiudying  for  dif- 
fatisfa£tion,  I  could  not  help  being 
diifatisHed  when  I  came  to  tne  con-, 
clufion. 

But  you  fay  there  is  no  help.  I  muft 
perhaps  make j^r/i&<rfacrjfices.  AUde<« 
licacy  it  feems  is  to  be  at  an  end  with  meK 
—But  if  fo,  this  man  knows  not  what 
every  <wife  man  knows,  that  prudence^ 
and  virtue,  and  delicacy  of  mind  in  % 
^fe^  do  the  hufband  more  ■real  honour 
in  the  eye  of  the  world,  than  the  famo 
equalities  (were  Jbe  deftitute  of  them) 
in  bimfelft  do  him:  asthe<u;^z;;/oftheni 
in  her  does  him  more  dif-bonour:  for 
are  not  the  wife^s  errors  the  huftiand's 
reproach?  Howyu/Zv his  reproach,  is 
another  thins. 

I  will  connder  this  paper;  and  write 
to  it,  if  I  am  able:  for  it*  fcems  now^ 
all  tbe  refi  defends  ufon  myfelf. 


LETTER    XXI. 

MXS8  CLARISSA  HARLOWE,  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

WCONESDAT  MORNING,  MAT  If* 

MR>  Lovelace  would  fain  have  en- 
gagedmel aft  night.  But  as  I  was 
not  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  fubjefl 
of  his  propofals,  /intending  to  con- 
fider  them  maturely;  and  was  not  high- 
ly pleafed  with  his  conclusion,  I  de- 
fired  to  be  excufed  feeing  him<  till  morn- 
ing; and  the  rather,  as  there  is  hardly 
any  getting  from  him  in  tolerable  time 
over- night.    . 

Accordingly,  about  feven  o'clock  we 
met  in  the  dining-room. 

r  I  find,  he  was  full  of  expeflation  that 

I  ftiould  meet  him  with  a  very  favour-  - 

able,  who  knows  but  with  a  tbankful 

aipefl }  And  J  immediately  found  by 

3  R  his 
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Vii  {viRiii  ctmHtiTLZdci,  i!hk  ht  was  nh- 
.det  nd  CtxM  (fiftppoifif^menc  thit  I  dlA 
XUft, 
,  *  ^^5r  iiearcft  love,  are  you  NVtlT  ? 

•  Why  look  you  fo  (blemti  upori  mi? 

•  Wiu  your  indifference  never  be  over  ? 

•  If  I  have  jnropofed  tcrmt  in  any  re-' 

•  £tk€kfioh  of  ypilr  •^pcftation — ' 

/  I  to!d  him  that'lie  had  vtry  cojrfide- 
rptcly  mentioned  h\y  (hewing  his  pro- 
fbmi  to  Mift  Howe;  and  as  I  (honld 
Have  a  fpeedy  opporttthity  to  fend  them 
io  hej-  by  Collins,  I  deured  to  fulbend 
lUny  talk  upon  that  fabjeft  till  I  had  her 
4)pinion  whon  them.* 

Good  God!— If  there  w«re  but  tfic' 
leaft  loop-hole?  the  Icaft  roohi  for  dc- 
biy!— -But.he  was  writing  a  letter  td 
£ord  M:  to  give  him  ah  account  of  his 
{tuation  with  me,  ,and  could  not  finish 
It  fo  fatisfaflorily,  either  to  my  lord  of 
io  himfelf,  as  if  I  would  condefcerid  to 
lay,  whether  the  terms  he  had  plrojiojrcfd 
^^ereacceptiabie  or  not. 

Thus  tar,  I  told  him,  I  could  fay, 
That  my  principal  point  wds, peace  ind 
feconciliation  with  nly  relations »  As  to 
<^ther  matters,  the  genteelnefs  of  his  own 
ipint  would  pdt  him  upon  doing  more' 
lor  me  than  I  (hould  afk,  or  e:f[pe(l. 
"Wherefore,  if  aUhe  had  to  write  about' 
was  to  know  what  Lord  M.  would  do' 
hn  my  account,  he  might  fpare  himself 
the  trouble;  for  that  my  utmoft  wiflies, 
^t  to  myfelf,  were  much*ftTore  cafily 
gratified  than  he  perhaps  imagined. 

He  afked  me  then,  Jt  I  would  fo  far 

|>ermit  him  to  touch  upon  ttfe  happy 

•    day,  as  to  requefb  the  prefence  of  Lord 

M.  on  &e  occafion,  and  to  be  my  fa- 

ther? 

Father  had  a  fweet  and  venerable 
fband  with  it,  t  faid.  I  fhould  beglad 
fo  have  a  father  who  would  own  me ! 

Was  not  this  plain  fjieaking,  think 
i^u,  my  dear?  Vet  it  ^atW,  I  m'uft 
oiivn,  appears  fo  to  me  on  rdBeAioft, 
than  was  deji^ned  freel;^  at  th^  time; 
For  J  then,  with  a  fijfh  from  the  bottooi 
of  my  heart,  thought  of  tpy  onjunfa-f 
iber'y  bittcj'ly  regretting  thai  I  am  an 
outcall  from  hiir^  and  ft-om  my  mother. 

Mr.  Lovelace  I  thought  feemed  i 
little  affetfed;  at  the  manner  of  my 
fpeaking,  and  perhaps  at  the  fad  rt- 
lleAion. 

*  I  apt  htJt  a  vor^  ydufcg  creature; 
•  Mr.  Lovelace,\  faid  I,  [and  ^iped 
mv  eyes  as  I  turned  away  my  face] 
^  Although  you  have  t/^|  and  in  kvi 


*  io  tie^  introduced  /bmuetf  tartcm  \i  ^ 

*  me  altt'ady:  io  you  rtiufl  not  wolider« 

*  th«  the  word  fafHer  ffrikes  fo  ffen- 

*  fibly  lipofi  the  heirt  of  a  child  ever 

*  dutiful  till  fhe  knew  you,  and  whofe 
<  tender  years  (till  require  fhe  patenial 

*  wing.'  , 
He  turned  towards  the  window^  [  Re- 
joice ^th  me,  my  dear,  fince  I  &em  to 
De  devoted  to  him,  that  the  man  is  not 
ibfolutely  impenetrable  S]  his  emotloo 
was  vlfible;  y«:the  endeavoured  to  fvp- 
prefs  it.  Approaching  me  again;  again 
ne  was  obliged  to  turn  from'mej  aD- 
gelick  fomeihing,  he  faid:  but  then, 
obtaining  a  heart  vnoxt  fuitahle  to  his 
wi(h,  he  once  more  approached  me.— 
For  his  own  part,  he  faid^  as  Lord  M. 
was  fo  fub}e5l  to  the  gout,  he  Was  afraid^ 
that  the  compliment  he  had  juft  pro- 
pofed  to  mklcfe  hlrti,' might,  if  made. 
occartbti  ^iongkrjufpeAfain  than  he  could 
bear  to  think  0X\  and  if  it  did,  it  would 
vel  hifh  to  the  heart  that  he"^ad  made 
It. 

r  could  not  fay  a  (inglcAirowf  to  this, 
you  knov^,  my  dear.  But  you  ^11 
guefs  at  my  thoughts  of  what  he  faia 
-*So  much  paflionate  love,  Uf-ikepi^ 
io  prudent,  ihd  fo  dutifully  patient  at 
heart  ko  i  relation  he  bad  till  now  fo 
uhdutifullv  defpifed !— <  Why,  Why, 
<  am  I  thrown  upon  fuch  a  man)* 
thought  I.  ; 

lie  hefitated.  as  if  contending  witfi 
hiibfelf|  and  after  taking  a  turn  or  twq 
^WuUheroom,  He  was  at  a  great  W\ 
whit  to  determine  Upon,  he  faid^  be- 
caufe  he  had  not  the  honour  of  kno«« 
ing  wheA  he  was  to  be  made  the  h^p- 
piett  of  mcn-^ Would  to  Gbd  it  fAigtit 
that  vei*y  intlant  be  refolved  u|kofi! 

Mi  itOj^ped  a  moment  or  two,  (fsiHog 
Iti  his  ufual  coniideht  Way,  xtk  tAfSdih^ 
caA  face.  [Did  I  not,  O  my  bel6fe4 
fri^fid,  think  yOu,  virant  a  fathtt  or  f 
inoth'er  juft  theh?  1  But  if  he  cou^d  not. 
f6jhb%  is  he  wilhed,  piocure  mt  cdii; 
feVit  to  a  day;  in  thdt  caft,  b^  thoilgh( 
the  co^iiliment  might  '4jr  ^OOU  he  ifeldo 
to  Lord  Itf.ras  ntt-^TSte  mjf  Sar!] 
^ince  the  fettlemenu  might  ht  Anw% 
and  engroffed  in  the  intervehicnt  ttt^ 
which  would  pacify  hil  tmpatietice^  «f 
ko  tike  nvoptd  he  UJf. 

You  will  fuppofe  how  /was  aKcM 
iy  thisfpeich,  by  repeating;. ttt  «g 
Rahce  of  what  Be  (aid  upoft  it|  in  w 

--Snt,  by  Ml  &ttl«  be  knew  m^ 
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.much  latent  iQc^ning  did  my  ejte  im- 
porty  wbether,  wheb  be  oiQlt  hoped  ^> 
jpleare  me,  he  was  not  fartheft  from  do- 
ing fo..  Would  I  vouchfafe  to  fay^ 
Whether  I  approved  of  his  cqqnpliment 
to  Lord  M.  or  not  ?  , 

To  leave  it  to  me^  to  chufe  whether 
the  fpeedy  day  he  ought  to  have  urged 
for  with  earneftnefs,  fliould  be  acce- 
lerated or  rufpendedl— <  Mifs  Howe,* 
thought  I,  at  that  moment,  fays,  <  I  muft 
'  M/  run  away  from  this  man  1* 

*  To  be  fare,  Mr.  Lovelace,  /if  ihis 

*  matter  be  #i/^r  to  be,  it  muft  bcagr,eft- 

*  able  to  me  to  have  the  full  apyvrobation 

*  of  (me  /Tde,  fince  I  cannot  n^ve  that 

*  of  thp  other.^ 

*  If  this  matter  be  eytr  to  be!  Gpod 

*  God!  what  words  are  thefe  at  this 
<  time  of  day!  And  full  approbation  (d 

*  cne  lide!  Why  that  word  approha- 

*  tioa  ?  When  the  grcatcft  pride  oi  all 

*  my  family  is,  that  of  having  i^e  ho- 

*  nour  of  K)  dear  a  creature  Tor  their 

*  reUtioD?  Would  to  Heay.^n,jjiy  d^ar- 
'<  eft  life,'  ,ad4cd  Jie,  <  that^  .withput 

*  cAmpIimchtin^  «^-body,  to.->noi7ow 
«  might  bc.the  happieil^'d^y  ip[f,my.lifcl 

*  —What  fay  you,  my* angel'?'  WiUi 
a  trembling  impatience,  (hat  feem^ 
jiot  affefted— «  What.f^y  you  for  tQ- 

*  morroiv  ?* 

It  was  notlikeiy^  my  dear,  I  could  f^y 
much  to  it,  or  name  anpther  day,  had 
'3  been  dffpo fed  to  the  latter,  withfuch 
.an  buttf^  keUtjfrom  Jnt»* 
I  was  fllent. 

*  AV^Z/^t^Madam^  if  sot  to-^mor- 

*  row?' 

Had  he  given  me  timf  to  anfwcr,  it 
could  n«t  have  been  in  the  affirmative, 
>you  muft  think-— But  in  the  fame  breathy 
he  went  on—*  Or  the  dfty  after  that  ?" 
,— And  taking  both  my  hands  in.  his, 
he  ftared  ine  info  a  half-confufion— 
Would  jrcK  have  hadpatience  with  him> 
jjjy  dear  ? 

'  No,  lio,'  faid  I,  as  calmy  as  pof-^ 
.(ible;  <  you  cannot  think,  thl^t  I-,(h»iuld 

*  *  iinagliK  th€r«  can  bejoafon  for  fuch 
*  a  hurry.    It  will  be  mod  ^tgreeabie, 

-f..  \Aihe^iiif%  for  my  lord^fo  be  pre(ent.'. 

M  am  al]  obedience  and  refienation/ 

returned  the' wretch,  with  a  Mf- pi  urn- 

jog  air,  as  if  lie  bad  acquiefced  to  a 

\fcopaiz\  made  by  me,  ^TiQ\izA  compJt- 

#nieoted  me  with  a  great  piece  pi  fclf' 

'  iiimai,  '  * 

hi  ^\  5yt plain,  my  dinr,  that  he  de- 


.Sg;)3  tov^  aa4  teatene?  Proud^  yet 

mean,  and  foolilh  man,  If  fol.—3vt 
yoii  lay  all  pim^iUo  is  at  an  end  widi 
.me.  Whyi  why,  wi^l  he.  take  jpaij^t 
to  make  a  heart  wrap  itfelf  up  m'  ri*. 
ferye,  that  wifhes  only,  and  that  for  h$8 
iake  as  well  as  pny  owj:t|  to  obferycjdae 
decorum? 

Mode(ty,  I  thii  k^  required  pf  wyt% 
Jhat  it  Jbould  pafs  as  hp  had  put  its 
.did  it  not  ? — l.thipic  it  did.  Would  to 
^HcavcQ<-~but  v^hat  fignifieS  Wiihing  ? 

Jipt  when  he  would  have  reviordefi, 
bimfelf,  ai  he  ha^d  heretofore  called  It, 
for  this  felf.ruppoifid  obncedjon,  with 
a  kifs,  I  repulfed  tdm  with  a  juft  ai\d 
.venr  finccre  dlfdain. 

He  feemed  i^oth  yeyed  and  (brpriz^^ 
93  one  who  had  ma^e  the  moH  ^ree- 
able  propofafs  ^nd  cpnceinons,  and 
thpugot  them  ungratefully  returaea* 
^.plainly  faid,  that  he  .tnought  our 
^iituation  would  eniitje  him  »  fuch  ^a 
innocent  fre<^om :  and  he  was  \>QUk 
amazed  a]>d  .grieved  to  be  thus  fconi- 
'fi^lly  repulfed.  • 

^fo  reply  could  be  made  by;tne  qit 

fuch  a  iubje£l.     I  abruptly  broke  from 

.hina*    JrecoUtt^fc,  as  I  palfed  bjr  one 

pf  the. pier- glaiteS)  that!  faw  in  it  his 

.  clenched  haiud  ofi[ered  in  wrath  to  hit 

^forehead:  jhe  wtirds,  li{djffereuU^  by 

his  fouly  /i€xt  to  hatred,  I  hetird  him 

{peak :  and  fomething  of  ue  he  men* 

tioped:  I  heard  not  what. 

Whether  he  intends  to  Write  to  my 
Iprd,  or  to  Mifs  Montague,  1  caanot 
tell.  But.iTi  fiil  delicacy  ought  to  hi 
QVir  ivith  ine  noiv,  perhaps  I  am  to 
blame  to  expe^  it  from  a  man  who  may 
not  know  ^Athat  it  is.  If  he  -does  noi^ 
andy6t  thinks  himfelf  very  polite,  and 
intends  not  to  be  otherwife,  I  am  r^<> 
tber  to  be  pitied  than  ccnfurpdi 

And  after  all,  iince  I  mufi  take  hi^ 
as  I  find  Mm,  I  muft  that  is  to  fay,  a* 
a  man  fo  vain  and  fo  accuf^omed  to  be 
admired,  that,  not  being  confcious  of 
internal  defe£l,  he  has  taken  no  paii»i 
to  poIi(h  m<>rethaa  his  outftdet  and  at 
.  his  propofals  are  higher  than  my  eic* 
pe£tatioas;  and  as, iohi^ownopHtioSy 
he  haa  a  -gitat  deal  to  bear  from  mt,  i 
nvill  (no  new  offence  preventing)  fit 
down  to  anfwer  them :  and,  if  pofljible^ 
In  termq  as-«nobje6tibie  to  him,  as  hit 
are  to  me. 

But  after  all,  fee  you  not^^pjy  dqar, 
more  and  more,  the  miI{Ku(|chthat  ti^fft 
is  in  our  minds  ? 

3K1  However^ 
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However,  tarn  willing  to  compound 
for  my  fault,  by  giving  up  (if  that 
may  be  all  mv  puniihment;  the  ex- 
peftation  of  wn?t  is  deemed  happinefs 
in  this  life,  with  fuch  a  hvn>and  as  I 
fear  he  will  make.  In  fhoit,  I  will 
content  myfelf  to  be  a  fuffering  perfon 
through  the  ftatc  to  the  end  of  my  life. 

» —A  long  one  it  cannot  be ! 

•     This  may  qualify  him  (as  it  may 

'prove)  from  (lings  of  con fcience from 

.  jnift>eha?idur  to  a  firft  wife,  to  be  a 
more  tolerable  one  to  ^ifecondt  though 

'not  perhaps  a  better  deferving;  one; 
while  my  ftory,  to  all  who  /hallknow 

'It,  will  afford  thefe  in(lru6lions:  not 
the  eye  is  /i  traitor f  and  ought  ever  to 

'  be  tnifirufiedi  that  form  u  deceitful.  In 

other  words  J  that  a  fine  perfon  is  feU 

*  dom  paired  by  a  fine  mind)  and  that 

■found principles f  and  a  good  heart,  are 
''she  only  bafes  on  ivhicb  the  hopes  of  a 
happy  futui^,  either  nvitb  refpeS  ^0 
this  ivorlds  or  the  other,  can  be  built,  , 
. ,  And  fo  much  at  prcfent  for  Mr. 
l!ovelace*s  propofals }  of  which  I  de- 
iirc  your  opinion*. 

Four  letters  are tvrittenhy  Mr,  Lo'Dt"  ' 
iace  from  the  date  of  his  lafi^  giv^ 
ingthefiateof  affairs  between  him 
and  the  lady,  pretty  much  the  fame 
as  in  hers  in  the  fame  feriod,  al- 
htxjingfj^r  the  humour  in  bis,  and 
for  his  refentments  exprejfed  nvitb 


vehemence  on  h^  refolutim  to  lea^va 
him,  if  her  friends  could  be  brought 
to  be  reconciled  to  ber.^^A  fe^w  ex^ 
traSsfrifm  them  ivUlbt  oslygiven* 

*  What,^  fays  he,  *  might  bavebe- 

*  come  ©f  me,    and  of  my  projeflsy 

*  had  not  her  father,  and  the  reft  of 

*  tlie  implacables,  deed  my  friends  ?"* 

Jfter  violent  threatening!  of  revenge^ 
he  fays^-' 


t    *  'Tis  plain  flic  would  have  given  me 

*  up  for  ever:  nor  fhould  I  have  beca 

*  able  to  pi-event  her  abandoning  of 

*  me,  unlefs  I  had  torn  up  the  tree  by 

*  the  roots  to  come  at  the  fruit  \  which  I 

*  hope  fill  to  bring  dovm  by  a  gentle 
«  fbake  or  tivo,  if  I  can  but  have  pa- 
^  tience  to  ftay  the  ripening  feafon.* 

nus  triumphing  in  his  unfolite  cru- 
elty, he  fays^~       '  / 

*  After  her  haughty  treatment  of  me, 

<  I  am  refolved  flie  Jball  fpeak  t>ut^ 

*  There  are  a  ihoufand  beauties  to  be 

<  difcovered  in  the  face,  in  the  accent, 
'  in  the  bufb -beating  heiitations  of  a 
^  woman  who  is  earneft  about' a  fubjeft 
'  which  Aie  wants  to  introduce,  yet 

<  knows  Jiot  how.  Silly  fellows,  call- 
'  ine  themfelves  generous  ones,  would 

*  value  themfelves  for  fparing  a  lady's 


*  We  cannot  forbear  obferving  in  this  place,  that  the  ladjr  has  heen  particulatly  ceo- 
fared,  even  by  fome  of  her  own  fex,  as  over -nice  in  her  part  of  the  above  cooverfatkas: 
but  furely  this  muft  be  owing  to  want  of  attention  to  the  eircumjtancei  fhe  was  in,  and  co 
her  cbaraffer,  as  well  at  to  the  cbaraSer  of  the  manfiyt  bad  to  deal  wtb\  for  olthoagh  file 
could  not  be  fuppofed  to  know  fo  much  of  hi^  defigns  as  the  reader  does  by  means  of  his 
letters  to  Belford  j  yet  fiie  was  but  t5o  well  convinced  of  his  faulty  morals,  and  of  the  ne- 
cellity  there  was,  from  the  whole  of  his  behaviour  to  ber,  to  keep  fuch  an  encroaeber,  as 
ihe  frequently  calls  him,  at  a  diftance.  In  Lettet  XXIX.  of  Vol.  IIL  the  reader  will  fee, 
that  upon  fome  favourable  appearances  ihe  blames  hert'elf  for  her  readinefs  to  fufped  Yasu 

*  But  his  cbaraBer,  bis  principles^  faid  ihe,  •  are  Jo  faulty,  be  is  fo  Rgbt,  fo  vain,  fi 

*  various  I -^T hen,  my  dcjr,  I  have  no  guardian  now,  no  father,  no  mother!  Notbifii 

*  but  GtAand  my  own  vigilance  to  depend  upon!*    In  Page  318,  of  the  third  Volume, 
**  Mufi  Inofwthfucb  a  man,\  fays  ihe,  *  be  ivanting  to  f^yj^lf,  vfere  J  net  jealous  and  vi* 

*  gilantt^* 

By  this  time  the  reader  will  fee,  that  flie  had  (till  greater  reafon  for  her  jealoofy  and  vi- 
gilance.    And  LQvelace  will  tell  the  fex,  as  he  does  in  Letter  J<1V.  of  this  Volume,  That 
^tbe  woman  who  refents  not  initiatory  freedoms,  muft  he  loft,     *  Love  is  an  encroaeber^  f«ys , 
Jhc :  •  love  never  goes  backward.    Nothing  but  the  bigbeft  aS  of  love  cam  fatisfy  an  in- 
dulged love. 

But  the  f-cader  perhaps  Is  too  apt  to  form  a  judgment  of  Clarilfa's  condo^  in  critical  calcs 
by  Lovelace's  camplainti  of  her  coldnejs)  not  confidering  his  views  upon  her^  and  that  ihe  is 
'propoied  as  an  example*,  and  therefore  in  her  trials  and  dsftreHea  aiud  not  be  allowed  to  dif- 
penfe  with  thofe  rules  *ihjch  perhaps  fome  others  of  her  fex,  in  her  delicate  fituation,iroaM 
'not^have  thought  themfelves  fo  ftrid^ly  bound  to  oWcrvej  although|  if  Jhchad  «fobfenreJ 
tbem,  a  Lnvdact  would  have  carried  aJl  bis  poiocs. 

^  confofioai 
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*  conFufion:  but  they  are  filly  fellows 
**  indeed;  and  rob  tnemrelves  of  pro- 

*  digious  pleafurc  by  their  forward- 

*  ncfs;  and  at  the  fame'  time  deprive 

*  her  of  difplaying  a  world  of  charms, 

*  which  only  caa   be  Tnanifelied  oa 

*  thefeoccafions. 

«  I'll  tell  thee  before-hand,  how  it 

<  will  be  with  my  charmer  in  this  cafe 

*  —She  will  be  about  it,  and  about  it, 

*  fereral  times:  but  I  will  not  under- 

<  ftand  her.  At  laft,  after  half  a  do- 
'  zen  heni-— ings,  (he  will  be  obliged 

*  to  fpeak  out — *'  I  think j  Mr.  Ltyue- 
•*  lace^^l  tkinky  Sir^'I  tbimkjou  tvere 
**  Joying  fome  di^s  ag(H"'*\  Still  I  will 

*  be  alliilencc — her  eye«  fixed  uppn 

*  my  ihoe-buckles,  as  I  fit  over-againft 
'  her— Ladiea,  when  put  to  it  thus, 

*  always  admire  a  man's  (hoe  buckles, 
^  or  perhaps  fome  particular  beauties 
«  in  the  carpet.  *•  /  think  you  fatd^ 
^  that  Mrs.  Fretcb*vilU^''    Then  a 

<  cryftal  tear  trickles  down  each  crim- 
«  fon  cheek,  vexed  to  have  her  virgin 

<  pride  fo  little  ainfted.  But,  S<  Come, 
•«  my  meaning  dear,"  cry  I  to  n?yfclf, 
•*  remember  what  I  have  Aiffered  for 
«<  thee,  and  what  I  have  fuffered  by 
««  thee!  Thy  tearful  paufings  (hall  not 
««  be  helped  out  by  me.  Speak  out, 
**  love  !— O  the  fweet  confufion  \  Can 
«*  I  rob  myfclf  of  fo  -many  confliftrng 
•«  beauties  by  the  precipitate  charmer- 
«*  pitying  folly,  by  Which  a  politer 
^<  roan,  [Thou  knoiMefty  lovely,  that  I 
**  am  no  polite  man!]  betrayed  by  hit 
**  own  tendernei's,  and  2m«/r</ to  female 
««  tears,  would  have  been  overcome?" 

<  I  will  feign  an  irrefolutionof  mind  on 
«  the  occalTonjthat  (he  may  not  quite  ab- 

*  hot  me— that  her  refleifcions  on  the 
•*  fcene  in  myabfcnce  may  bring  to  her 
^  remembrance  fomebeauties  in  my  part 

. «  of  it:    an  irrefolution   that  will  be 

*  owing  to  awe,  to  reverence,  to  pro- 

*  found  veneration;  and  that  will  have. 
^  more  eloquence  in  it,   than   woids 

*  can  have.     Speak  out  then,    love, 

*  and  fpare  not. 

*  Hard  heartednefs,  as  it  is  called,  is 
«  an  ^ejential  of  the  libertine's  cbarac^ 
;«  ter.     Familiarized  to  the  diftre/Tes  he 

*  occafions,  he  is  feldom*  betrayed  by 

*  tendernefii  into  a  complaifant  weak- 

*  nefs  nnwQrthyof  hrmfelf.* 

-  'Mentioning  the  fettUments^  befeys'-^ 
^  I  am  in  emueft  at  to  the  terint.    If 
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1  marry  her,  [And  I  have  no  doubt 
that  I  mall,  after  my  pride,  my  am- 
bition, my  revenge,  if  thou  wilt,  'iM 
gratified]  I  will  do  her  noble  juftice; 
The  more  I  do  for  fuch  a  prudent^ 
fuch  an  excellent  oeconomift,  the 
more  (hall  I  do  for  myfelf. — Bnt, 
by  my  foul,  Belford,  her  haOghti* 
nefs  (hall  be  brought  down  to  owit 
both  love  and  obligation  to  me.  Nor 
will  this  (ketch  of  fettlements  bring 
u9  forwarder  than  I  would  have  it, 
Modefly  of  fex  will  ftand-mv  friend 
at  any  time.  At  the  very  altar,  our 
hands  joined,  I  will  engage  to  make 
this  proud  beauty  leave  the  parfba 
and  me,  and  all 'my  friends  who 
Ihould  be  prefent,  though  twenty  id 
number,  'to  look  like  fools  upon  one 
another,  while  (he  took  wing,  and 
flew  out  of  .the  church-door,  or 
window;  (if  that  were  open,  and 
the  door  (hut)  and  this  only  by  a 
finglc  word.' 

He  mentions  bis  rajh  expreffm^  that 
fie  fiould  be  bis,  although  hit 
damnation  ^were  to  be  tbifurcbaff. 

<  At  that  \n%.^vx;  fays  be,  *  I  was 
t  upon  the  point  of  making  a  violent , 
'  attempt,  but  was  checked  in  the  very 
moment,  and  but  ))ift  in  time  to  fave* 
myfelf,  by  the  awe  I  was  (truck  witl^ 
on  again  cafting  my  eye  upon  herter<> 
rified  but  lovely  face,  and  feeing,  as 
1  thought,  her  fpotlefs  heart  in  every 
line  of  it. 

*  O  virtue,  virtue!*  proceeds  he^ 
what  is  there  in  thee,  that  can  thu% 
again  (I  his  will  affefl  the  heart  of  a 
Lovelace!— Whence  thefe  involun- 
tary tremors,  and  fear  of  giving 
mortal  offence?— What  art  thou, 
that  a5ling  in  the  breaft  of  a  feeble 
woman,  cart(b  ftrike  fo  much  awe  in- 
to a  fpirit  fo*  intrepid!  Which  never 
before,  no,  not  in  my  flrft  attempt, 
young  as  I  then  was,  and  frighted  at 
my  own  boldjiefs,  (till  I  found  xtk^*^ 
Ce\f  forgiven)  had  fuch  an  effed  up- 
on m^T 

He  paints  in  lively  colours,  that  part 
of  the  fcene  bet*ween  him  and  tbe 
lady,  ivbere  fie  fays.  The  word 
father  has  a  fweet' and  tenerafole 
ibund  with  it. 

«  I  was  exceedingly  iffeaecl,'  ftfi 

he. 
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j^,  <  upon  ■tfae:occan«fi»    But  was  a* 

*  Asroed  to  be  furprised  into  fuch  a 
'  fitofttiuaan]yweakii«r«'^So^^am/</y 
f  tbatlwasrcfolved  toAibduc  itat  the 

*  ioiiaiit,  and  to  guard  againft  the  like 
f  for  the  futore.  Yet,  at  tha^  mo. 
f  ment,   I  move  than  hnlf  regretted, 

'   f  that  I  could  not  permit  her  to  enjoy  a 
f  tnufnpb  which  mefo  well  defeiTed  to 

*  riory   u>— Her  youth,   her  beauty, 

<  her  artlcifi  inAoccnce,  and  her  man- 
«  ner»  equally  beyond  companion  or 
«  defcriptien.      fiut   her  indifftrence^ 

*  «  fieUord!-*That  (he  could  refolve  to 
«  iacrifice  me  to  the  malice  of  my  ene- 

*  aiies;  and  carry  on  the  defign  in  fo 

*  ciandeAine  a  napner— Yet  love  her, 
«  as  I  do,  to  frejAzy! — Revere  h^r,  as 
«  I  do>  to  adoration i-v-Thefe  were  Aie 

*  recolle£kions  with  which  I  fortified 
«  .my  recreant  heart  againft  her !-^ Yet, 
«  after  all,  af  ihe  perfevere,  flie  mnft 

<  conquer!— Coward,  as  ftie.has  made 

<  me,  that  never  was  a  coward  before!* 

'Me  <Qnchd$s  ins  faurtb  U(Ur  im  a 
«v€h€mittt  r^fgtj  upon  her  r^ulfing 
■SiMi  lubtn  be  ^ered  tofalute  her^ 
baling  fuptofed^  Ar  be  o'wns,  that 
fie  ^uld  la*u§  been  all  c^udgfcen- 
%         JiBitonbuprofififaU  to  ber, 

*  •^his,'^/^,  *  I  will  for  ever  re- 
5.  inember  againft  her,  in  order  to  fteel 

*  my  heart,  that  I  may  cut  tbrongb  a 

*  rock  9fice  to  hers;  and  rq;>ay  her  for 
,.      *  the  difdaio,  the  jfcorp,  which  glowed 

*  in  her  countenance,  and  ^gns  apparent 
,  *  in  her^r,  «t  her  abrupt  departure 

f  from  sne,  after  fuch  obliging  befaa- 
.'  viour  on-  my  fide,  and  after  I  ha4  fo 

*  taraeftly  prrifed  jierfor  an  early  day. 
'  The  women  bellow  fay.  Hie  hateame; 

*  (kt  defpifes  meU--Aad  'tis  true:,  ihe 

*  <Ma;  (he  muft'— Ap<}  why  cannot  I 
*.take  their  advice?  I.  will  pot  loog^ 
*«niy  faivoone,  be  defpifed  by  tbei^  and 

<  laughed  at  by  li^^iw/ 

*  Let  me  acquaint  thee,  Jack,**  adds 
Ju^tywfK  tfpQftfcriptf  •  that  thia  ef- 

<  Sort  of  hers  to  leave  me,  if  ftie  could 

*  have  been  received ;  her  fending  for 

*  .a  coach  on  Sunday;  no  doubt,  re- 
'<  ielving  not  to  return,  if  flie  had  gpne 
'*  lout-witbout.mex  (for  did  (he  not  de- . 
'^  plare.that  flie  had  thoughts  to  retire 

f  to^ibme  of  thevvillages  about  town, 

*  where  (he  could  be  fafe  and. |»ri|rate?) 

*  have,  altogether,  fo  much  alarmed 
'^imt,  that  1  have  bfen  iuidi»gjtothc 


^  written  inftrv^Uons  ibr  ipf'^feflov 
'  and  the  people  below  how  to  a^  i|i 
'  cafe  (he  (ho^ild  elope  in  my  abfcocc: 
.*  particularly  letting  Will  know  what 
'  ae  (hall  report  to  fti-angrrs  in  cafe  (he 

*  ihai  1  throw  herfel  f  upon  any  fuch  wrtfa 
«'  a  refolution  to  abandon  me.      Tp 

*  thefe  iaftru^tions  I  ihaJl  further  add 
<  as  circumftanccs  offer/ 


LETTER    XXIL 

MLSS  HQWE>  TO   MI^S   CLAHISSA 
HARLOWE. 

THVRSOAT,  MAT  2S4 

I  Have  neither  time  nor  patience,  my 
dear  fnead,  to  aufwcr  every  mate.- 
rial  article  in  your  laft  letters  j'uft  now 
received.  Mr.  Lovelace's  propo^U 
are  all  t  like  of  him.  And  jet,  (as 
you  do)  I  think,  that  be  cocu:Iudc9 
them  not.  vrith  that  warmth  aixi  ear- 
(Oeftnefs  whicb.we  might  naturally  havje 
expe£led  from  him.  Never  in  my  life 
did  I  hear  or  read  of  fo  patient  a  maHi 
.with  fuch  a  bleifing  in  his  reach.  Bnt 
jwretches  of  his  caft>  between  you  aod 
me,  my  dear,  have  not,  I  fancyt  the 
ardours  that  honeft  men  hajre.  •  Who 
knows,  as  your  Bell  once  fpLtefuUfr 
ii^,  but  he  may  have  half  a  ^zen 
creatures  to  quit  his  bands  of  before 
he  engages  for  life  P— 'Yet  I  believe  yos 
rouft  not  exi>e(l  him  to  be  honeft  on 
^is  fide  of  his  oraod  dimaflerick. 

Hff  to  fu^;eS  delay  from  a  compli- 
snent  to  be  made  to  JLord  M.  ana  to 
give  time  for  fettlements !  He^  a  part 
of  whofe  character  it  is,  not  to  know 
•what  fomplaifanceto  his  relations  is— 
I  |iave  no  patience  with  him !  You  did 
-indeed  want  an  interpbfing  friend  on 
.the  ^ffeftiog  occafion  which  you  mciu 
tion  in  yours  of  yeiterday .  morning. 
But,  upon  my  word,  were  I  to  have 
'ibeen  that  moment  in  your  fitua^n* 
and  been  fo  treated,  I  would  have  torn 
his  eyes  out,  and  left  it  to  his  avm 
heart,  when  I  had  done^  to  furniih.the 
^]«afon  for  it. 

JTauld  to  HtavM.  tO'JMrmv^  nrnth* 
^ut  compUmentii^  axj^boiht  ^^  ^ 
^s  Lrtp  detjfJ-^V'ill^ln*  After  he  had 
himfeir  iuggeftfid  the  compliment  1«^ 
And  I  think  he  actufes  yov  erf  de- 
iayitt^l— Fellow,  that  helai-iaipmmy 
heart  IS  wrung  I 

Ba^X^  at  mttm;  9mjliafnU9etmai 
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yon,  T  am  vtrf  unfeafonable  in  «- 
preiG[ng  my  rcfentmcnts  againft  him. 
—Yet  I  don't  kttow  whether  I  am  or 
not,  ncltherj  fince  it  is  the  moft  cfticl 
6f  fates,  for  a  woman  to  be  forced' to 
have  a  man  whom  her  heart  defpifes. 
You  muft,  at  /fii/^/defpife  him;  at 
times,  however.  His  clenched  flft^of- 
fered  tc>  his  foFchfead  on  your  leaving 
him  in  juft  difpleafure— I  wi{h  it  had 
been  a  pole-axe,  and  in  the  hand  of 
his  word  enemy. 

I  will  Endeavour  to  think  of  Ibme 
method,  of  fomc  fcheme,  to  get  you 
from  him,  and  to  fix  you  fafcly  fomc- 
vrhere  till  your  ecu  fin  Mordcn  arrives 
—A  fcheme  to  lie  by  you,  and  to  be 
purfued  as  occafion  may  be  gi\*cn.  You 
are  fure,  that  you  can  go  abroad  when 
you  pleafe?  and  that  our  correfpon- 
dence  is  fafe  ?  I  cannot,  however,  (for 
the  reafons  heretofore  mentioned  re- 
fpe^ling  your  own  reputation)  wifh 
you  to  leave  him  while  he  gives  you 
not  caufe  to  fufpeA  his  honour.  But 
your  heart  I  know  would  be  the  eaficr, 
.if  vou  were  fure  of  fomc  afylum  in 
ca«  of  ncceflfity. 

Yet  once  more,  I  ftv,  I  can  have  no 
notion  that  he  can  ov  dare  to  mean  you 
<]i (honour.  But  then  the  man  is  a  fool, 
my  dear — that's  all. 

However,  fince  you 'arc  thrown  up- 
on a  fool,  marry  the  fool,  at  the  firft 
opportunity;  and  though  I  doubt  that 
this  man  will  j^e  the  mod  ungovern- 
able oi  fools,  as  all  witty  and  vain 
fools  are,  take  him  as  a  punifhment, 
(ince  you  cannot  as  a  reward  :  in  (hort, 
as  one  given  to  convince  you  that  there 
i<  nothing  but  imperfe6Kon  in  this  life. 
And  what  is  tne  refult  of  all  I  have 
written,  but  this?  Either  marrv,  my 
dear,  or  get  from  them  all^  and  from 
liim  too. 

You  intend  the  latter,  youM.1  fay,  as 
foon  as  you  have  opportunity.  That, 
as  above  hinted,  I  hope  quicf.Iy  tofur- 
niib  vou  with:  and  then  comes  on  a 
trial  between  ^ai<  zndjour/elf, 

Thefe  are  the  very  fellows,  that  we 
women  do  not  naturally  hate.  W6 
don''t  always  know  what  is,  and  what 
is  not,  in  oiir  power  to  do.  When 
ibme  principal  point  we  have  long  had 
in  view*  becomes  Co  critical,  that  we 
muft  of  necedity  chufe  or  refufe,  then 
perhaps  we  look  about  us;  are'aflTright- 
cd  at  the  wild  and  uncertain  pro^ft 
hebrt  usj  and  after  a  few  &nifg\t% 


and  heart-acheSjrejeftAetinfricditewt 
draw  in  our  horns,  and  refolve  tofluHh^ 
on,  as  we  did  before,  in  a  tracX  we  act 
acquainted  with. 

T  (hall  be  impatient  till  I  have  ypnr 
next.  I  ait),  ray  deareil  frieodtjto^ 
^er-affiOknatt  4tnJ faithful 

Ann  A  Haws* 


t£Tl^ER    XXIIt. 

MR.  BELPORD,  TO  ROBfiRT  XOnH 
LACE,  £sq^ 

'     WtDMISDAY,    MAY  If* 

ICamiot  conceal  from  you  any  thing 
that  relates  to  yourfelf  (b  much  as 
the  inclofed  dpes.  You  will  fee  what  the, 
noble  writer  apprehends  from  you, and 
wifhes  of  you,  with  regard  to  Mil# 
Harlowe,  and  how  much  at  heart  all 
your  relations  have  it  that  you  do  ho-  ^ 
nourably  by  her.  They  compliment 
me  with  an  influence  over  you,  whick 
I  wi(h  with  a)]  my  foul  yon  would  let 
me  have  in  this  article. 
'  Let  me  once  more  entreat  thee.  Love,- 
lace,  to  reflect,  before  it  be  too  late, 
(before  the  mortal  offence  be  given) 
upon  the  graces  and  merits  cf  this  la- 
dy. Let  thy  frequent  reniorfes  at  laft 
end  in  one  cfe^lual  remorfe.  Let  not 
pride  and  wantonnefs  of  heart  ruin  thy 
fairer  profpe^.  By  my  faith,  Love- 
lace, there  is  nothing  but  vanity,  con- 
ceit,  and  nonfenre,inoQrwiId  {^rhemet. 
As  we  (fi-ow  older,  we  (hall  be  wiiec, 
and  looking  back  upon  ourfooli/b  no- 
tions of  the  prcfcnt  hour,  ^our  youtli 
diifipated)  fliall  certainly  defpife  our<«> 
felves  when  we  think  of  thcj^ourf- 
able  engagements  we  might  have  made: 
thou,  mors  efpecially,  if  thou  letteft 
fuch  a  matchlels  citaiUre  Aide  through 
thy  fi  ngers .  A  creatu re  pure  from  her 
cradle.  In  all  her  aftions  and  fenti- 
*m«nts  uniformly  noble.  Strift  in  the 
performance  of  all  her  even  unreyward- 
ed  duties  to  the  mod  unreaftmabU  pf 
fathtrs^  what  a  tjjtfe  will- Hie  m^e  the 
man  i^ho  (hall  bare  the  honour  to  ciU 
her  his  t 

What  apprehen(!ons  wouldft  tbojft 
have  had  reafon'for,  bad  (he  been  pre-  * 
vailed  upon  by  giddy  or  frail  motive!, 
for  which  one  man,  by  importunity, 
Ipight  prevail,  as  well  as  another  P 

Wc  ail  l&now  what  Rn  uiTentive  ge- 

siut 
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Vint  thou  irt  mafter  of:  lire  are  all  fen «• 
fibic,  that  thou  haft  a  bead  to  coniri'vef 
und  a  beart  to  execute.  Have  I  not 
called  thine  tbe  plotting^Jf  beart  in  tbe 
UMVverfe^  I  called  it  jo  uppn  know- 
ledge. What  wouldft  thoo  more? 
Why  (h'ould  it  be  the  moft  'villainous, 
as  well  as  the  moft  able? — Marry  the 
lady;  and  nvben  married  let  \ber  know 
what  a  number  of  contrivances  thou 
fcadft  m  readine/s  to  play  off.  Beg  of 
lier  not  to*hate  thee  for  tbe  conomuni- 
cation;  and  alTure  her  that  thou  gaveft 
iWm  up  from  remorfe,  and  in  juftice 
to  her*extraor5Jinary  merit;  and  let  her 
hare  theopportu-nity  of  congratulating 
Itcrfelf  for  fubduing  a  heart  fo  capable 
©f  what  thou  calleft  glorious  mi/chief* 
This  will  give  bet  room  for  triumph; 
and  even  thee  nolefs:  flie,  for  ^^rj  over 
tbee'y  thou,  for  ibine  over  thyfelf. 

Refleft  Hkewife  upon  her  lufFerings 
■for  thee.  A^Vually  at  the  time  thou 
^rt  forming  fchcincs  to  ruin  her,  (at 
leaft  in  ber  fcnfe  of  the  word)  is  ftie 
not  labouring  under  a  father^s  curfe 
laid  upon  her  by  thv  means,  and  for 
thy  fake?  And  woiilaft  thou  give  ope- 
ration and  completion  to  that  curfe, 
which  otherwife  cannot  have  effeft  ? 
•  And  what,  Lovelace,  all  the  time  is 
thy  pride? — Thoti  that  vainly  imagin- 
ed, that  the  whole  family  of  tbe  Har- 
lowes,  and  that  of  the  Howes  too,  are 
but  thy  machines,  unknown  to  thcm- 
iclves,  to  bring  about  thy  purpofes, 
and  thy  revenge,  why  art  thou  more, 
or  better,  than  the  inftrument  even  of 
fcer  implacable  brother,  and  envious 
•ffter,  to  perpetuate  the  dlfgrace  of  the 
moft  excellent  of  fiftcrs,  to  which  they 
ar^  moved  by  vilely  low  and  fordid 
motives? — Canft  thou  bear,  Lovelace, 
Ao  be  AouglK  the  machine  of  thy  in- 
veterate enemy  James  Harlowe  ? — Nay, 
art  not  thou  the  cuHy  of  that  ftill  viler 
'Jofcph  Leman,  who  ferves  himfelf  as 
much  by  thy  money,  as  he  ^ocs  thee 
by  the  double  part  he  afiis  by  thy  di- 
reftion? — And  further  ftill,  art  not 
thou  the  dcviPs  agent,  who  only  can, 
and  who  certainl;^  will,  fuitably  re- 
ward thee,  if  thou  proceedeft,  and  if 
thou  effc6lcft  thy  wicked  purpofe  ? 

Could  any  man  but  thee  put  toge- 
ther upon  paper  the  following  queftions 
with  10  much  unconcern  as  thou  feem- 
cft  to  have  written  themS— Give  them 
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a  re-pemfat,    O  heart  of  adamairCf 

*  Whither  can  ihe  fly  to  avoid  me* 
^  Her  parents  will  not  receive  her:  ber 

*  uncles  will  not  entert:iiu  her:  herbe- 

*  loved  Norton  is  in  their  direRion* 

*  and  cannot:  Mifs  Howe  dare  not^ 
'  She  has  not  one  friiend  in  town  bet 
'ME;    is  entirely  a  ftranger  to  the 

*  town*.' — What  muft'  that  heart  be 
that  can  triumph  in  a  diftrefs  fo  deep, 
into  which  Ihe  has  been  plunged  by 
thy  elaborate  arts  and  contrivances? 
And  what  a  fvixct,  yet  fad  refle6iion  - 
was  that,  which  had  like  to  have  had 
it^s  due  effeA  upon  thee,  arifing  from 
thy  naming  Lord  M.  for  her  nuptial 
father?  Her  tender  years  inclrninghef 
to  <wijb  a  father,  and  to  hope  a  friend. 
— O  my  dear  Lovelace,  canft  thou  re- 
folve  to  be,  inftead  of  the  father  thoo 
haft  robbed  her  of,  a  devil  ? 

Thou  knowcft,  that  I  have  no  inte- 
reft,  that  I  can  have  no  view,  in  wiih- 
ing  thee  to  do  )uftice/to  this  admirable 
creature.  For  thy  own  fake,  once 
more  I  conjure  thee,  for  thy  familyH 
^  fake,  and  for  the  fake  of  our  cemana 
humanity ^  let  me  befeech  ibec  to.  be  |oft 
to  MifsClarifta  Harlowe. 

No  matter  whether  thefe  expoftala- 
tions  are  in  chai-a£ler  from  me,  or  not. 
I  have  been  and  am  bad  enough.  If 
thou  takeft  my  advice,  Which  is  (as  tbe 
inclofed  will  ftiew  thee)  the  adviec  of 
all  thy  family,  thou  wilt  perhaps  have 
it  to  reproach  me,  (and  but  perhapa 
neither)  that  thou  art  not  a  worie  maa 
than  myfelf.  B»t  if  thou  doft  n$tj 
and  if  thou  ruineft  fuch  a  virtue,  all 
the  complicated  wickednefs  of  ten  de- 
vils, let  loofe  among  the  innocent  with 
full  power  over  them,  will  not  do  fo 
much  vile  and  bafe  mifchief  as  thoo 
wilt  be  guilty  of. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  prince  on  his 
throne  ia  not  fafe,  if  a  niind  fo  defpe- 
rate  can  be  found,  as  values  not  it^s 
e^am  life.  So  may  \t  be  faid^  that  the 
moft  immaculate  virtue  is  not  fafe,  if  a 
man  can  be  met  with,  who  has  no  ret 
jraid  to  his  own  honour,  and  makes  a 
jeft  of  the  moft  folemn  vowa  and  pro- 
teftations. 

Thou  mayeft  by  trick,  chicane,  and 
falfe  colours,  thou  whaart  wor/e  than 
a  pickeroon  in  love,  overcome  a  poor 
lady  fo  entangled  as  thoo  haft  entang- 
led herj  fo  unprotected  as  thou  bdl 


•  Sec  Page  475. 
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made  her:  but  eonfider,  how  much 
more  generous  and  juft  to  her,  and 
noUe  to  thyfelfy  it  i$>   to  overcome 

Once  more,  it  is  no  matter,  whether 
my  paft  or  future  afiiotis  countenance 
my  preachment,  as  peihaps  thou*lt 
call  what  I  have  written:  but  this  I 
promile  thee,  that  whenever  I  meet 
with  a  wbman  of  bat  one  half  of 
Mift'Hariowe's  perfe^ions,  who  will 
favour  me  with  ner  acceptance,  I  will 
take  the  advice  I  give,  and  marry.  Nor 
will  I  offer  to  try  her  honour  at  the  ha- 
zard of  my  own.  In  other  words,  I 
will  not  degi'ade  an  excellent  creature 
in  ber  onon  eyes^  by  trials,  when  I  have 
jK>  caufe  for  fufpicion.  And  let  me 
add,  with  refpeft  to  thy^agUJbip's  ma- 
nifeftatiun,  of  which  thou  boafteft,  in 
fhy  attempts  upon  the  innocent  and  un- 
corrupt«d,ratht'r  than  upon  thofe  whom 
fhou  humoroufly  compared  to  wrens, 
wagtails,  and  phyl<tits,  as  thou  call- 
eft  them  *,  that  I  hope  I  have  it  not 
once  to  reproach  myfelf,  that  I  ruined 
the  morals  of  any  one  creature,  who 
•therwife  would  have  been  un corrupt- 
ed. Guilt  enough  in  contributing  to 
the  toatinueii^Mt  of  other  poor  wretch- 
es, if  I  am  one  of  thofe  who  take  care 
ihe  (hall  never,  rife  again,  when  ffae 
lias  once  fallen. 

Whatever  the  capital  devil,  under 
whofe  banner  thou  haft  lifted,  will  let 
thee  do,  with  regard  to  this  incompa- 
rable woman,  I  hope  thou  wilt  a£l 
wfth  honour  in  relation  to  the  inclofed, 
between  Lord  M.  and  me;  fince  his 
lordfbip,  as  thou  wilt  fee,  defires,  that 
thou  mayeft  not  know  he  wrote  on  the 
IbbjeA;  for  reafons,  I  think,  very  far 
from  being  creditable  to  thyfelf :  and 
that  thou  will  take  as  meant,  the  ho- 
ncft  seal  far  thy  iervice,  of  thy  real 
Jrund, 

J.BeiFOAD. 


LETTER    XXIV. 

1X>11D  M.   TO   JOHN  BELFORP,  ESq^ 
£lMCLOSKB  IN  Tax  rRECZAIVC.] 

M.  HAIL,    MONDAY,    MAY  I5. 

sia,  ' 

IF  any  man  in  the  world  has  power 
over  my  nephew,  "it   is   you.     I 
Cluerdbre  write  this,  to  beg  you  to  in- 


terfere  in  the  affair  depending  between 
him  and  the  moft  accompliflied  of  wp«. 
men^  as  every-one  Tays;  and  lubat 
e^ery -one  fays f  mufl  be  true* 

I  don't  know  that  he  has  any  bad 
deiigns  upon  her;  but  I  know  bis  tem- 
per too  well,  not  to  be  appreheniive 
upon  fuch  long  delays  :  and  the  ladiea 
here  have  been  for  fome  time  in  fear  for 
her.  J^ady  Sarah  \i\  particular,  v^^ho 
(as  you  muft  know)  is  a  wife  woman* 
lays,  that  thejfe  dehys,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  muft  be  £i'om  him,  rather  than 
from  the  lady. 

He  had  always  indeed  a  ftrong  a;iti* 
pathy  to  marriage,  and  may  think  of 
playing  his  dog*s  tricks  by  her,  as  he 
has  by  fo  many  others^  If  there's  any 
danger  of  this,  *tis  beft  to  prevent  it  in 
time:  for  ivhen  a  thing  is  done,  ad'viii 
comes  too  late* 

He  has  always  had  the  folly  and  im- 
peitinence  to  make  a  jeft  of  ihe  for 
ufing  provei1)s:  but  as  thcv  are  the 
wif(K>m  of  whole  nations  and  ages  coU 
le£led  into  a  fmall  compafs,  I  am  not 
to  beiharoed  out  of /entences  that  oftea 
contain  more  wifdom  in  them,  than 
the  tedious  harangues  of  moft  of  otr 
parfons  and  moralifts.  Let  him  laugh 
at  them,  if  he  pleafes  s  you  and  I 
know  better  things,  Mr.  Belford— 
Though  you  havr^kept  company  %vitb  a 
luotf  you  ba*ve  not  learnt  to  bonvl  of 
bim. 

But  nevertheleis,  you  muft  not  let 
him  know  that  I  have  written  to  you  on 
this  fubjefl.  I  am  aOiamed  to  fay  itj 
but  he  has  ever  treated  me  as  if  I  were 
a  man  of  veiy  common  underftanding) 
and  would,  perhaps,  think  never  the 
better  of  the  beft  advice  in  the  world*- 
for  cpming  from  me.  Thofe,  Mr. 
Belford,  <wbo  mofl  love,  are  leaft  fet 
ly.'^Bttt  twho  ivouldexpeSl  velvet  to  bt 
made  out  of  a  Jovo's  ear  ? 

T  am  fui-e  he  ha«  no  reafon  however 
to  flight  me  as  he  does.  He  may  and 
will  be  the  better  for  me,  if  he  outlives 
rae;  though  he  once  told  me-to  my 
face,  That  I  might  do  as  I  would  with 
my  eftate;  for  that  he,  for  his  part, 
loved  his  liberty  as  much  as  he  defpifed 
money.  And  at  another  time,  twit- 
ting me  with  my  phrafes,  Thai  the  man 
ivas  above  controul,  nuho  nvanted  not 
either  to  borroiv  or  flatter.  He  thought, 
I  funpofe,  that  /  could  not  co^er  bim 
vintD  my  vfings,  viisbout  pecking  at  him 

•  Sec  Psfe  46a, 
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nvitb  mp  hiU\  though  I  never  ufed  to 
be  pecking  at  him,  without  very  great 
occadon :  and  God  kncws^  be  might 
liave  my  very  heai*t,  if  he  would  put 
endeavour  to  oblige  me,  -by  ftudying 
his  own  good;  for  that  is  all  I  defireoT 
him.  Indeed,  it  was  his  poor  mother 
that  firft  fpoiled  him;  and  I  have  been 
but  too  indulgentto  him  fmce,  A  finq 
grateful  difpofition,  you^ll  fay,  to  r^- 
tum  rvilfor  gb&d!  But  that  was  al- 
vvays  his  way.  It  is  a  good  faying, 
«nd  which  was  verified  by  him  with  a 
whntf^^^CMIdren  tuieM'IitiUj  Majte 
their  parents  foohi  njobik  greatg  mad. 
Had  nis  pai*ents  lived  to  fee  what  I  have 
feen  of  him,  they  ^ould  have  been 
snad  indeed. 

This  match,  however,  as' the  lady 
has  fuch  an  extraordinary  fliare  of  wif- 
dom  and  eoodnefs,  mfght  fet  all  to 
rights;  and  if  you  can  forward'  it|  I 
vrould  enable  him  to  make  whatever 
fettlements  he  could  wi(h;  and  Ihbuld. 
iiot  be  unwilling' to  put  him  in  pof- 
fellion  of  another  pretty  eftate  befides. 
I  am  no  covetous  man,  he  knows.  And 
indeed,  what  is  a  covetous  man  to  be 
likened  to  fo  fitly,  ^as  to  a  dog  in  a 
W)eel  fvMch  roafis  pieat  for  etbtrs? 
And  what  do  t  live  for,  (as  I  have 
often  faid)  but  to  fee  him*  and  my  two 
nieces  well  married  and  fettled  ?'  May 
Heaven  fettle  bim  do-um  to  a  better 
mndt  and  turn  his  heart  to  more  of 
goodnefs  and  confideration ! 

If  ^he  delays  are  ott  his  fide,  I  trem- 
ble for  the  lady;  and,  if  on  hers, ,  (as 
he  telU  my  niece  Charlotte)  I  could 
v/\(li  ihe  were  apprized  that  delay i are. 
dangerous.  Excellent  as  fhe  is,  (he 
cught  not  to  depend  on  her  merits  with 
fuch  a  changeable  fellow,  and  fuch  a 

?rofeft  marriage -hater,  as  he  has  been. 
)efert  and  rrward^  I  can  aflurc  her, 
fetdom  keep  company  together •  \ 

But  iet  him  remember,  that  nfen^ 
^eance,  though  H  comes  wtb  leaden 
fiet^firihes  wtb  iron  hands,  -If  he 
behaves  ill  in  this  cafe,  hemayl^nd  it. 
fo.  What  a  pity  it  is,  thata  man  of 
his  talents  and  learning  Hiould  be  jfd 
vile  a  rake!  Alas!  alas!  Une  toignee 
de  bonne  I'ie  vaut  mieux  que  pieirrmu^ 
de  cUrpe^  a  handful  of  good  life  is 
better  than  a  whole!  bufhel  of  learning. 
Youmav  throw  in,  too,  as  a  friend, 
that  ihouid.  he  provoke  me,  it  may  not 
b^  too  late  for  jne  to  marry.  My  old 
iViend  Wycherly  did  fo,  when  be  was 


older  than  I  am,  on  purpofe  to  plagut 
i&f J  nephew:  and,  in  fpite  of  this  gout^ 
I  might  have  a  child  or  two  fblT.  I 
have  not  been  without  fome  thoughts 
that  way,  when  be  has  angered  hm 
more  than ordinar]^.  But  thefe  thoughts 
have  gone  off*  again  hitherto,  upon  my 
confidering,  that  the  cbiUrem  of  'very 
young  and 'very  old  nun  (though  I  am 
notfo  very  old  neither)  lajt  n§t  Uagi 
and  that  old  men,  luben  they  marry 
young  'women ^  are  faid  to  make  nuubif 
death.  Yet  who  knows  but  that  na* 
trimony  might  be  g^d  againft  ths 
gouty  humours  I  am  troubled  with  ? 

No  fnan  is  every- thing«i» You,  Mtm 
Bel  ford,  art  a  learned  man.  I  am  a 
peer.  And  do  you  (as  you  beftkoow 
how)  inculcate  upon  him  the  force  of 
thefe  wife  fayings  which  follow,  as 
well  as  thofe  which  went  before;  but 
yet  fo  difcreetly,  as  that  be  may  not 
know,  that  you  borrotvyour  darts  from 
my  quiver^  Thefe  be  xhty'-^Happy  it 
toe  man  ivho*  hunvs  his  follies  in  bi9 
youtb.  He  that  lives  ivell,  li<ues  bng„ 
Again,  He  that  lives  ill  one  yeoTy  <tmll 
forrovt)  for  it  [even.  And  again,  as 
the  Spaniards  have  it^(^  Ihves  *well; 
fees  afar  off!  Far  off  indeed;  for  he 
fees  into  eternity,  as  a  man  may  fay. 
Then  that  other^  fine  faying.  He  vA$ 
peri/hes  in  needlefs  dangers,  is  the  de^ 
nj'tVs  martyr.  Another  proverb  I  pick* 
ed  up  at  Madrid,  when  I  accompanied- 
£.ord  Lexington  in  his  embi^y  to  Spaing 
which  Height  teach  our  nephew  moi« 
mercy  and  compafiion  than  is  in  his  na- 
ture.! doubt  to  (hew;  which  is  this. 
That  be  nvbo  pities  another,  remembers^ 
bimfelf,  .  And  this  that  is  going  to 
follow,  i  am  fure  he  has  proved  the 
truth  of  a  hundred  times.  That  be  wb4 
does  >wbat  be  will,  fefdom  does  vfbat  be 
evght.  Nor  is 'that  unworthy  of  his 
notice,  Toung  mens  froUcks,  old  meM 
feel,  .  My  devilifh  gout,  God  help  lae 
—But  I  will  not  fay  \^hat  t  was  gaing 
to  fay.     •' 

'  I  remember,  thatyoxryourfelf,  com- 
plimenting me  for  my  ttffte  in  pithy 
and  wife  fentences,  faid  a  thing  that 

rve  me  a  high  opinion  of  you^  and 
was  this:  *  Men  of  talents,^  faid  you, 

*  4ire.Jbonfr  to  be  convinced' by  fiort 

*  Jentences  than  by  long  preacbmentsi 

*  becaufi  thejhort  fentencee  dri've  tbem^ 

*  felves  into  the  heart,  end  flay  there, 

*  'While  long  difcourfee,  tboi^h  ever  f^ 

*  $9od,  lift  th(  attcntioni  and  one  zood 
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»  thing  dri'ves  out  anothir,  and  fo  on,    *  rogueries  do  two  of  them  boaft  o^* 
*  tin  aU  is  forgotten.'  .     *  which,  I  thiuk,  if  compleatcd,  de* 

May  your  good  counfcl,  Mr.  Bel-    •  ferve  the  gallows, 


ford,  founded  upon  thefc  hints  which 
1  have' given,  pierce  his  heart,  and  in- 
cite him  to  do  what  will  be  fo  happy  for 
bimfcif,  and  fo  neceflary  for  the  hanour 
of  that  admirable  lady  whom  1  long  to 
fee  his  wife;  and,  if  I  may,  I  will  not 
think  of  one  for  myfelf. 

Should  he  abufe  the  confidence  (he 
has  placed  in  him,  I  myfelf  (hall  pray. 


<  I  am  far  from  hating  Intrigue  tipda 

*  prrnciple.  Butto  baveaukwardfeU 
<'  lows  plot,  and  commit  their  plots  to 

*  paper,  deftitute  of  the  feafomngs,  of 
J  ihe  acunun,  which  is  thv  talent,  how 

*  extremely  (hocking  mUtt  their  letter^ 
«  be!<— But  do  thou,  Lovelace,  whe- 
<  ther  thou  art,  or  art  not,  determined 

upon  thy  meafures  with  regard  to  th« 


that  vcnRcance  may  fall  upon  his  head  .  *  fine  lady  in  thy  power,  enliven  ttiy 
^  n .T     r  ^..:^^  £^...^.11  Mofva^lM.     >  hpainr  Vitfflrt  bv  thv  coih  mull  i  cation  ft  i 


ta-<  Raro"-^l  quite  forget  all  my  Latin; 
but  I  think  it  is,  <  Raro  anticidintem 

•  feelejium  defer uit  pede  poena  claudot 
<  Where  vice  goes  before,  vengeance 

•  (fooner  or  later)  will  follow**    But 
why  do  I  tranflate  thefe  things  for  you  ? 

1  fliall  make  no  apologies  for  this 
trouble.  I  know  how  well  you  love 
bhn  and  me ;  and  there  is  nothing  in 
which  you  could  ferve  us  both  more 
Importantly,  than  in  forwarding  this 
match  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power. 
When  it  is  done,  how  (hall  I  rejoice  to 
fee  you  at  M.  Hall!  Mean  time,  I 
fhaUlons;  to  hear  \hat  you  are  likely  to 
be  fucceisful  with  htm;  and  am,  dear 
Sir^  jour  mfi  faitlfvl  friend  and  fer- 

M- 


hea\7  heart  by  thy  coitimunications} 
\  and  thou  ytnXf  obli^  thj  mtlancbolj 
*  friend^ 

*  J.  BlLFO&D«* 


MR. 


JLETTER    XXV* 

LOVELACE,  TO   JOHN    ^Kt- 
rORD«  SS<^ 


V»X6AT  WlCNT,  MAY  t9* 

WHEN  I  have  opened  my  views 
to  thee  fo  amply  as  I  have^done 
in  my  former  letters;  and  have  told 
thee,  that  my  priticipal  defign  is  but  to 
bring  virtue  to  a  trial,  that,  if  virtue» 
it  need  not  be  afraid  of;  and  that  tht 
reward  of  it  will  be  m&iriage;  (thatis 
to  fay,  if,  after  I  have  carried  my  point* 
I  cannot  prevail  upon  her  to  live  with 

^„j  _ _.y ^     ..      me  the  Ute  of  honour  •;  for  that  thou 

laiofy  letter  fafoon  as  Mr,  Belford    knoweft  is  the  wilh  of  ray  heart)  I  anl 
expeSledf  be  ivrote  to  him,  exprej'-     amazed  at  the  repetition  of  thy  waiii« 
ing  his  aptrehenjion^  that  be  had    bling  nonfenfe* 
dtfobliged  him  by  his  honefi  freedom.        I  am  of  opinion  with  thee,  that  fome 
imong  other  things,  be  fays-^         time  hence,  when  I  am  grown  nAnter, 

I.  (hall  conclude,  that  there  is  nothing 
bat  vanity  f  Conceit ^  andnonfenfe,  innyi 
ptefent  fwHd  fihemes.     But  what 


Mr.  Lovelace  halving  not  returned  au 
'  anf-wer  to  Mr.  Belford's  expoftu- 


p 

dUb 

Am 


«  T  PASS  my  time  here  at  Watford| 
^  attending  my  dying  uncle,  very  hea- 
'  vily.  I  cantiot  therefore,  by  any 
'  means,  difpcnft  with  thy  corrcfpon- 

*  dence.     And  why  (houldft  thou  pUr 

*  ni(h  me,  for  having  more  confcicncc 
'  and  more  remorfe  than  thyfelf  ?  Thoti 
'  who  never  thoughteft  either  confcience 
«  or  rcmorfe  an  honour  to  thee.     And 

*  I  have,  befides,  a  melancholy  ftory  to 

*  tell  thee,  in  relation  to  Belton  and 

*  his  Thomafmc}  and  which  may  af- 
'  ford  a  leflbn  to  afll  the  keeping  clafs. 

*  I  have  a  letter  from  each  of  our 
«  three  companions  in  the  time.  They 
■  have  all  the  v«rickednefs  that  thou 
^  bafti  but  not  tht  wit.    Somt  new 


IS 

this  fayiiigi  b'ut  thi^t  I  muft  be  ^rft 
iHrifer  ? 

1  do  not  intend  to  \lit  this  Matcblefi 
trtature  flide  through  my  fingers* 

Art  thou  able  to  fay  half  the  things 
in  her  praife,  that  I  have  faid^  and  am 
Continually  faying  or  writing  f 

Her  gloomy  father  curfed  the  fweet 
creature,  becaufe  (he  put  it  out  of  hii,. 
wicked. power  to  compel, her  to  have 
the  man  (he  hated.  Thou  kfloweft 
how  little  merit  ihe  has  with  me  on 
this  fcore.— And  (hall  1  dot  try  tht 
virtue  I  intend,  upon  full  proof,  to  re* 
ward,  becaufe  'her  father  is  a  tyrant? 
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5o6  CLARISSA  harlowe; 

—Why  art  thou  thus  etemafly  rcflca-    thou  have  fpared  fuch  a  girl  as  my  nofe- 


thou  writcrf'on  the  fubjca,  that  flie    my  power  was  acknowledged,    who 
nvill,  that  fht  mvft  yield,  entangled  as    more  merciful  than  thy  friend  ? 
Jhe  is:  and  yet  makcft  her  virtue  the 


pretence  of  thy  folicitudc  for  her. 

An  infirumeni  ofthe'vile  James  Har- 
hiwe,  doft  thou  call  me?— O  Jack! 
how  could  I  curfe  thee'.—/  an  ift/fru- 
ment  of  that  brother!  of  that  Cfter ! 
But  mark  the  end — And  thou  (halt 
fee  what  will  become  of  that  brother, 
and  of  that  ftfterl 

Vhy  not  againft  me  my  own  ac- 
knowfed^  fenilbilities,  I  defire  thee, 
Senfibilities,  which  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  conti-adift  thy  charge  of  an 
adamantine  heart  in  thy  friend,  thou 
hadft  known  nothing  of,  had  I  not 
communicated  them  to  thee. 

If  I  ruin  fueb  a  'virtue^  fajrcft  thou! 

'  ^—Eternal  monotonift!— Again;  *  TA/ 

<  mofi  immaculate  virtue  may  be  ruined 

*  by  men  who  have  no  regard  to  tbeir 

*  honour t  oftd  nvbo  make  a  jeft  of  the 

*  mofi  folemn  oaths y"  &c.  What  mu ft. 
be  the  virtue  that  will  be  ruined  nuith- 
€ut  oaths  f  Is  not  the  world  full  of  thefe 
deceptions?  And  are  not  lo*vers  oaths  a 
)eft  of  hundreds  of  years  ftanding? 
And  are  not  cautions  apinft  the  per« 
iidy  of  our  fez,  a  neceflary  part  ot  the 
female  education  ? 

I  do  intend  to  endeavour  to  overcome 
myfelfi  but  1  muft  firft  try,  if  I  cannot 
overcome  this  lady^  Have  I  not  faid, 
that  the  honour  of  her  fex  is  concerned 
that  Iftiouldfry/* 

Whenever  thou  meetefi  tvith  a  nvO' 
man  of  but  half  her  perfeSions,  thou 
<wflt fuarry^-'Do,  Jack. 

Can  a  girl  be  degraded  by  trials,  who 
as  not  overcome ? 

I  am  glad  that  thou  takeft  crime  to 
thyfelf,  for  not  endeavouring  to  con- 
vert the  poor  wretches  whom  others 


It  is  reJiJUnce  that  inflames  defite, 
Sbarpeni  the  daits  of  love,  and  blows  it*s 

fire.  • 

Love  is  iiirann*d  that  meets  with  too  moch 

eafe; 
He  languiihes,  and  does  not  care  to'pleafe. 

The  women  know  this  as  well  as  the 
men.  They  love  to  be  addrcfled  wkh 
ipirit; 

And  tWerefore  *tJ8  their  golden  fruit  they 

guard 
With  (o  touch  care,  to  make  poCdfion  hard« 

Whence,  for  a  by-reflcftion,  the  ar- 
dent, the  complaifant  gallant  is  fo  often 
preferred  to  the  cold,  the  unadoring 
nu(band.  And  yet  the  fex  do  not  con- 
fider,  that  variety  and  novelty  give  the 
ardour  and  the  obfequioufnefs;  and  that, 
were  the  rake  as  much  ufed  to  them  as 
the  hulband  is,  he  would  be  [and  ts  to 
his  ov:n  -wife,  if  married]  as  indiffe- 
rent to  their  favours,  as  their  hu(bands 
are^  and  the  hu(band,  in  hit  turn, 
would,  to  another  woman,  be  the  rake. 
Let  the  women,  upon  the  whole,  -take 
this  leflbn  from  a  Lovelace — Always  to 
endeavour  to  make  thenifelvcs  as  new 
to  a  hufband,  and  to  appear  as  elegant 
and  as  obliging  to  him,  as  they  are  de- 
firous  to  appear  to  a  lif-ver^  and  aflually 
were  to  htm,  as  fuch\  and  tlien  the 
rake,  which  all  women  love,  will  laft 
longer  in 'the  hujband,  than  it  general!/ 
does. 

But  to  return :—If  I  have  not  fuffi- 
ciently  cleared  my  conduct  to  tbee  in 
the  abovej  I  refer  fhce  once  more  to 
mine  of  the  13th  of  lalt  month*.  And 
prVthee,  Jack,  lay  me  not  under  anc- 


have  ruined.     I  will  not  recriminate     celfity  to  repeat  the  lame  things  fooft 


upon  thee,  Belford,  a&  I  might,  when 
thou  flattereft  thyfelf,  that  thou  never 
I'uinedft  the  morals  of  any  youhg  crea- 
ture, who  otherwife  would  not  ^have 
been  corrupted— .The palliating  confo- 
Jation  of  an  Hottentot  heart,  deter- 
mined rather  to  gluttonize  on  the  gar- 
bage of  other  foul  feeders  than  to  re- 
form.—But  tell  me^  Jack,   wonldft 


en.     I  hope  thou  readeil  what  I  write 
more  than  once^ 

I  am  not  difpleafed  that  thou  art  i^ 
apprehenfive  of  my  refentment,  that  I 
caflnot  niifs  a  day,  without  making 
thee  uneafy.  Thy  confcicncc,  'tis 
plain,  teiU  thee,  that  thou  haft  de. 
fcrvcd  my  difpleafure:  and  if  it  has 
convinced  thee  of  that^  it  will  oiakf 
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tW  afraid  of  repeating  thy  fault.  See 
th»  this  be  tlie  confcqucnce.  Eik,  now 
that  thou  haft  told  me  how  I  cati  pu- 
nifli  thee,  it  is  very  likely  that  I  do  pu- 
'iiifli  thee  by  m;^  filence,  although  I  have 
as  much  pleadire  in  writing  on  this 
charming  i'ubjeB^  as  th«u  canft  have  in 
reading  what  I  write. 

When  a  boy,  if  a  dog  ran  away  from 
me  through  fear,  I  generally  looked 
about  for  a  ftone,  or  a  (tick ;  and  if 
neither  offered  to  my  hand,  I  Ikimmed 
my  hat  after  him,  to  make  him  afraid 
forfomething.  What  fignifies  power,  if 
wc  do  not  exert  it  ? 

Let  my  Jord  know,  that  thou  bafi 
fcribbled  to  me.  But  give  him  not  the 
contents  of  thy  epiftle.  Though  a  par- 
cel of  crude  ftuff,  be  would  think  there 
was  fom^thing  in  it.  Poor  arguments 
will  do,  when  brought  in  favour  of 
what  we  like.  But  the  ftupid  peer  little 
tliinks  that  this  lady  is  a  rebel  to  love. 
On  the  contrary,  not  only  he,  but  all 
the  world,  believe  her  to  be  a  volunteer 
in  his  iervice. — So  I  (hall  incur  blame, 
and  (he  will  be  pitied,  if  any-thing  hap- 
pen amifs. 

Since  my  lord's  heart  is  fo  fet  upon 
this  match,  I  have  written  already  to 
let  bira  know.  That  my  unhappy  cha- 
ncer has  given  my  beloved  an  unge- 
nerous diffidence  of^me.  That  (he  is  fo 
mother- dck  and  father- fond,  that  (he 
had  rather  return  to  Harlowc  Place, 
than  maiTy.  That  (he  is  even  appre- 
leniive,  that  the  ftep  (he  has  taken  of 
going  off  with  me,  will  make  the  ladies 
of  a  family  of  fuch  rank  and  honour  as 
ours,  think  (lightly  of  her.  That,'thertr- 
fore,  I  defile  his  lord(hip  (though  this 
hint,  I  tell  him,  muft  be  very  delicately 
touched)  to  write  me  fuch  a  letter  as  I 
can  fliew  her.  (Let  him  treat  me  in  it 
ever  Co  freely,  Khali  not  take  it  amifs, 
I  tell  him,  becaufe  I  kno>)^  his  Iord(hip 
takes  pleafure  in  writing  to  me  in  a  cor- 
reaive  ftilc.)  That  he  may  make  what 
Dffers  he  pleafes  on  the  marriage.  That 
t  de(ire  nis  prefeoce  at  the  ceremony  j 
that  I  may  take  from  his  hand  the 
(reateft  bleiling  that  mortal  man  can 
pve  me. 

I  have  not  abfolntely  told  the  lady 
hat  I  would  write  to  his  lord  (hip  to 
bis  cffc6i ;  yet  have  given  her  reafon  to 
hink  I  will.  So  that  without  the  laft  ^ 
leceflity  I  (hall  not  produce  the  anfwcr 
expeA  from  him :  for  I  am  very  loth, 
owD,  to  make  ufc  gf  any  of  my  fa. 


5^ 


mily 's  names  for  the  furthering  of  mr 
defigns.  An4  yet  I  muft  make  all  fd 
cure,  before  I  pull  off  the  malk.  fTas 
not  tbu  my  moti<vi  for  bnttgtJtg  ber  bi^ 

Thus,  thou  fceft,  that  the  old  peer's 
letter  came  very  frafonably.  1  ihank 
thee  for  it.  But  as  to  his  fcateuccs,  they 
cannot  poffibly  do  me  good.  I  was 
early  fultbcated  with  his  xvifdom  oftta^ 
hons.  When  a  boy,  I  nfvcr.aiked  any*  ' 
thing  of  him,  but  out  flew  :k  proverb z 
and  ii  the  tendency  of  that  was  to  denf 
me,  I  never  could  obtain  the  Icaii  fa- 
vour. This  gave  me  fo  great  an  aver- 
fion  to  the  wtry  word,  that  when  a  child, 
I  made  it  a  condition  with  my  tutor, 
who  was  an  honeft  parfon,  that  I  would 
not  read  my  Bible  at  all,  if  he  v^uU' 
not  excufe  me  one  of  the  wifeft  books  in 
It :  to  which,  however,  I  had  no  other 
objcaion,  than  that  it  was  called  The 
Proverbs.  And  as  for  Solomon,  he  was 
then  a  hated  rharaacr  with  me,  not  be- 
caufe of  his  polygamy,  but  becauic  I 
had  conceived  him  to  be  fuch  anotlicc 
mufty  old  fellow  as  my  uncle. 

Well,  but  let  us  leave  old  faws  to 
old  men— What  fignifies  thy  tedioui 
whining  over  thv  departing  relation? 
Is  It  not  generally  agreed,  that  he  can. 
" *  "'ill  it  1      


not  recover  ?  Will  it  not  be  kind  in  thee 
to  put  him  outof  hismifery?  I  hear, 
that  he  is  pcftered  ftill  with  vifits  froni 
doftors  and  apothecaries,  and  furgeonsj 
that  they  cannot  cut  fo  deep  as  the  mor- 
tification has  gone  J  and  that  in  every 
vifit,  in  every  fcarification,  inevitable 
death  is  pronounced  upon  him.  Why 
then  do  they  keep  tormentfng  him  ?  Is 
It  not  fo  take  away  more  of  his  living 
fleece  than  of  his  dead  flefh  ?— •  When  a 
man  is  given  oVer,  the  fee  flfould  furel* 
bcrtfuied.  Are  they  not  now  robbing 
his  heirs?— What  haft  thou  to  do,  if 
the  will  be  as  thou'dll  have  it  ?— He 
fent  for  thee  [Did  he  not?]  todofehis 
eyes.  HeisbutanK//f/f,  ishe?' 

Let  me  fee,  if  I  miftako  not,  it  is  in 
the  Bible,  or  fome  other  good  bookr 
can  It  be  in  Herodotus?— O  I  believe 
It  16  in  Jofephus ;  a  half-fagred,  and 
half.profane  author.  He  lells  us  of  a 
kingofSyria,putoutof  hispainbyhis 

Crime- mi niftcr,  or  one  who  dcfcrvpd  to 
e  fo  for  his  contrivance.  The  ftory 
»ays,  if  r  am  right,  that  he  fprcad  a  wet 
cloth  over  his  face,  which  killing  him, 
he  reigned  in  his  place.  A  notable  i'tU 
lovfr!  Perhaps  this  wet  cloth  in  the  ori- 
ginal. 
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pnal.  It  wfaat  we  now  call  Laadatnimi 
m  potion  that  oTcrfpreadt  the  faculties, 
as  the  wet  cloth  did  the  face  of  the  royal 

Kticnt}  and  the,  tranilator  knew  not 
w  to  render  it. 

But  how  like  a  forlorn  vaHet  thoti 
iobfcribeft,  *  Th  miUmcbolj  friemd^  }. 

*  Bl  LFO  a.  d!*— Melancholy  1  for  what? 
To  ftand  by9  and  fee  fair  play  between 
an  old  man  and  death  ?  I  thought  thou 
liadft  been  more  of  a  man;  thou  that  art 
aot  afraid  of  an  acute  death,  a  fword^a 
point, to  be  fo  plaguily  hyp*d  at  the  con- 
fequencet  of  a  cEromcm  one !  ^  What 
though  the  fcarificators  work  upon  him 
«lay  by  day  ?  It  it  only  upon  a  caput 
wnrtuumt  andpr^jrthee^o  /•,  to  ufe  the 
iylum  'Viteruatf  and  learn  of  the  rpal 
Sutcbersi  who  for  (jfwrt  (an  hancired 
timet  worfe  men  than  thy  Lovelace) 
widow  ten  thoufand  at  a  brufli,  and 
make  twice  at  many  fatherleft— Learn 
of  tbiMh  I  ^>y»  how  to  fupport  z/ugU 
death. 

f  But  art  thou  fure.  Jack,  it  is  a  mor- 

tification >— My  uncle  once  gare  pro- 
mifes  of  foch  a  root-  and-branch  diftem- 
per:  but,  alatt  it  turned  to  a  fmart 
^ut-fit^  and  /  bad  the  mortification 
laftead  of  bim"^!  have  heard  that  bark 
in  proper  dofet  will  arreft  a  mortifica- 
tion in  it's  progrefs,  and  at  laft  cure  it. 
I^t  thy  uncle^s  furseon  know,  that  it 
is  worth  more  than  hit  ears,  if  he  pre- 
icribe  pne  grain  of  the  bark. 

I  wi(h  mj  uncle  had  given  me  the 
opportunity  of  fctting  thee  a  bener  ex- 
ample: thou  ihouldft  havefeen  what  a 
brave  fellow  I  had  been.  And  had  I 
had  occafion  to  write,  my  conclufion 
would  have  been  this :  *  I  hope  the  old 

*  Trojan's  happy.  In  that  hope,  I  am 
•lb J  und  tby  rcjoiciugfrieuJ, 

*R.LOYBLACE.* 

Dwell  not  always,  Jack,  upon  one 
fubjefV.  Let  me  have  poor  Bel- 
ton's  ftorv.  The  fooner  the  better. 
If  I  can  be  bf  fervice  to  him,  tell 

'  hini  he  may  command  me  either 
in  purfe  or  oerfon.  Yet  the  for- 
mer with  a  freer  will  than  the  lat- 
ter s  for  how  can  I  leave  my  god- 
defs  f  But  lil  iflue  my  commands 
to  my  other  vaifals  to  attend  thy. 
fummont. 

If  ye  want  bead,  le!  m  know.   If  m>t| 
my  quota,  on  thii  occafion,  is  nrmrrf , 


LETTER   XXVI. 

MR.  BELFORt),  TO  ROBERT  LOtl* 
LACB,  Esq. 

8ATVBDAV,  UATMl^ 

NO  T  one  word  will  I  reply  to  fock  I 
an  abandoned  wretch,  as  tboo  | 
haft  ihewn  thyfelf  to  be  in' thine  of  laft 
night.   I  will  leave  the  lady  to  the  pro- 
tefiion  of  that  Power  who  only  caa 
work  miracles;  and  to  her  own  meriti. 
Still  I  have  hopes  that  thefe  will  iavc  I 
her.  ! 

I  will  proceed,  at  thou  defireft,  to 
poor  Belton^t  cafe;  and  the  rather,  al 
It  hat  thrown  me  into  fuch  a  train  of 
thinking  upon  our  paft  livet,  our  pre- 
fent  courfes,  and  our  future  views,  u  I 
may  be  of  (ervice  to  both,  if  I  can  giie 
due  weight  to  the  refleftiont  that  aiift 
from  it. 

The  poor  roan  made  me  a  vifit  on 
nurfdof^  in  thit  my  melancholy  attea- 
dance.  He  began  with  complaints  of 
his  ill  health  and  fpiritt,  hit  hcSick  | 
cougrh,  and  his  encreaied  malady  of' 
ipittmg  of  blood ;  and  then  led  to  his ! 
ftory. 

A  confounded  one  it  is  \  and  wfaicb  i 
highly  aggravates  hit  other  maladies  :| 
for  it  nat  come  out,  that  hit  Thoaaline 
(who,  truly,  would  be  new-chriftencdf 
you  know,  that  her  name  might  be 
nearer  in  found  to  the  chriftian  name  of 
the  man  whom  ibe  pretended  to  doat 
upon)  hat  for  many  yeart  carnodoa 
an  intrigue  with  a  fellow  who  had  been 
boftler  to  her  father,  (an  innkeeper  at 
Darkinff ;}  of  whom,  at  the  ezpence  of 
poorBeTton,  (he  has  made  a  lentlcmanj 
and  managed  it  fo,  that  having  the  aif 
to  make  herfelf  his  calhier,  flie  basbcea 
Vnable  to  account  for  lar]^  fums,whick 
he  thought  forthcoming  at  d«nand» 
and  bad  trufted  to  her  cuilody,  in  order 
to  pay  off  a  mortgage  upon  lus  paternal 
eftate  in  Kent,  which  his  heart  had  rufl 
upon  leaving  clear,  but  which  cannot 
now  be  done,  and  will  fooa  be  fbre« 
clofed.  And  yet  flie  bat  fo  long  palU 
for  his  wife,  that  he  knows  not  what 
to  refolve  upon  about  her ;  nor  abovf 
the  two  boys  he  was  fo  fond  of,  fup« 
pofing  them  to  be  his  i  whereas  now  ha 
begins  to  doubt  his  (hare  in  them. 

So  KEEPING  don't  do,  Lovelacci 
'Tis  not  tbe  eligible  life.— <  A  man  ma| 
«  hef  a  wmim,*  tiid  the  poor  Mkm 
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to  me,  '  but  Mf  bii  if  ate  /-i-Two  intei- 
•  reft»»— Then,  my  tottering  fabrick!* 
pointing  to  his  emaciated  carc^fe. 

We  do  well  to  value  ovirfeWet  upon 
oar  liberty^  or,  to  fpcak  more  properly* 
Qpon  the  liberties  we  take!  We  had 
peed  to  run  down  matrimonjr  as  we  do, 

f  and  to  make  that  ftate  the  fubjefl  of  our 
Irothy  jefts ;  when  we  frequentl)r  ren- 
der ourfelves  (for  thi^  of  Tom's  is.  not 
m  fingular  cafe)  tl^e  dupes  :^nd  tools  of 
women  who  generally  govern  us  (by 
arts  our  wife  heads  penetrate  not)  more 
ab(blutely  than  a  wife  would  attempt 
to  do. 

Let  us  confider  this  point  a  little  ; 
and  that  upon  our  own  principUs,  as 
libertines^  fetting  afide  what  is  exaded 
from  us  by  the  laws  ofour^odtutrj^  and 
k*s  <uftoms\  which,  neverthelefs,  we 
cannot  get  over,  till  we  have  got  over 
almoft  all  moral  obligations,  as  mem* 
bcrs  of  fociety. 

In  ^e  firft  place,  let  us  conCder  ^we, 
who  are  in  poflfeffion  of  eftates  by  ugal 
defeext)  how  we  (hould  have  liked  to 
liave  been  fuch  naked  deftitute  varlets, 
as  we  muft  have  been,  had  our  fathers 
been  as  wife  as  ourfelves;  and  defpifed 
matrimony  as  we  do—And  tlien  let  us 
aik  ourfelves,  If  we  ought  not  to  have 
the  fame  regard  for  our  iK>fterity,  as  we 
are  glad  our  fathers  had  for  theirs  f 

But  this,  perhaps,  is  too  rnvral  a  con- 
iideration.*— To  proceed,  therefore,  to 
tho(e  coniiderations  which  will  be  more 
Ibiking  to  usi  How  can  we  reafonably. 
expe^  oeconomy  or  frugality  (or  any- 
thing indeed  but  riot  and  wafts)  from, 
creatures  who  hliive  an  interefl,  and  mud 

'  therefore  have  w-ws,  di&rent  from 
pur  own? 

'  Xhey  know  the  uncertain  tenure  (our 
£€kl«  humours),  by  which  they  hold : 
and'is  it  to  be.'wondered  at,  fuppofing 
them  to  be  provident  harlpts,  that  they 
Ihould  etideayour,  if  they  have  the 
potuery  to  lay  up  againfi  a  rainy  day? 
jOr,  if  they  have  «flf  the  power,  that  they 
ihould  fquander  iiU  they  caii  come  at, 
when  they  are  fure  of  nothing  but  the 
frefent  hour\  and  when  the  life  they 
iive,  and  the  facrifices  they  have  made, 
put  confcience  and  honour  out  of  the 
^ueftion? 
'    "Whereas  a  nuifey  having  the  fame  fa-. 

>  mily-intere^with  herhulband,  lies  hot 
under  either  the  fame  apprebenfions  6v 
temptaliottS'j  and  has.not  broken  through/ 
^ot  neciJIity^  at  leaft^  has  not)  tbt^fe  re- 


ftraiBU  which  edacftlioii  bat  faHeoed 
upon  hert  and  if  (he  make  a  private 
purfe,  which  we  are  told  by  anti-ma«- 
trimonialifts,  a) I  wives  love  to  do,  and 
has  children,  it  goes  all  into  the  lame 
family  at  the  long-run. 

Then,  as  to  the  great  article  of  iide<» 
lity  to  your  bed,  are  not  women  of  fa- 
mily, who  are  well-educated,  under 
l^reater  reftraintt,  than  creatures,  whow 
jf  they  ever  ^tfi/ reputation,  iacrifice  it 
to  fordid  intereft,  or  to  more  fordid  a^ 

SttJte,  the  moment  they  give  up  to  you? 
oes  not  the  example  you  furnifii,  of 
haviqg  fucceeded  with  her,  givecncov- 
ra{|[ement  for  others  to  attempt  her  like* 
wife  >  Fqr,  with  all  her  blandiflimentB^ 
can  any  man  be  ib  credulous,  or  (b  vain, 
as  to  believe,  that  the  woman  he  coul4 
perfuade,  another  nuy  not  prevail  up* 
on? 

Adultery  is  fo  tapital  a  guilt,  that 
eyen  rakes  and  libertmes,  if  not  wholly 
abandoned,  and,  as  I  may  fay,  invited 
by  a  woman**  levity,  disavow  and  coa* 
demn  it:  but  here,  in  a  ftate  of  keep* 
INC,  a  woman  is  in  no  danger  of  in* 
curring  (legalh,  at  leaft)  that  guilt; 
and  you  vourlelf  have  broken  through 
and  overtBrown  in  her  all  the  fences  and 
boundaries  of  moral  honefty,  and  the 
modefty  and  referves  of  her  fcx :  and 
what  tie  fliall  hold  her  againft  inclina* 
tion,  or intereft?  And  what/hall  detev 
an  attempter? 

While  a  hu(band  has  this  fecurity 
from  legal  fanftions,  that  if  his  wife  be 
deteded  in  a  criminal  converfation  witb 
a  nfMin  of  fortune,  (the  mojf  likely  by 
bribes  to  feduce  her)  he  may  recover 
very  great  damages,  and  procure  a  di-> 
vorce  befides :  which,  to  fay  nothing  o€ 
the  ignominy,  is  a  confideration  that 
muft  have  fome  force  upon  both  parties. 
And  a  wife  muft  be  vicious  indeed,  and 
a  reflection  upon  a  man's  own  choice^ 
who,  for  the  fake  of  change,  and  where 
there  are  no  qualities  to  feduce,  nor 
affluence  to  corrupt,  will  run  fo  many 
hazards  to  injure  her  huiband  in  the 
t(Bndereft  of  all  points. 

But  there  are  difficulties  in  procuring 
a'divorce,  [And  ib  there  ought]— >*  And 
'  none,'  fays  the  rake,  *  in  parting  with  a 
'  miftrefs  whenever  you  fufpe^  her  $  or 
'  wheoevtryouare  wearyof  her,and  havo 
'.a  mind  to  change  her  for  mother/ 

.  But  muft  not  the  man  be  a  brute  in- 
deed^ who  can  caft  off  a  woman  whom 
lie  has  reduced;  [if  he  take  her  from  thfr 
4-        .   ,  .  -  town. 
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town,  that*9  atiotfcer  thing]  wxthont 
Ibme  flagrant  rearoo;  fomething  that 
wiU better  juftify  him  Xohlmfelfy  as  well 
as  to  her^  and  to  the  njomid^  than  mere 
fetoer  and  novelty? 

But  I  don't  fee,  if  we  judge  hjfa^^ 
and  by  th» fra^ice  of  ali  we  have  been 
acquainted  with  of  the  keeping- clafs^ 
that  we  know  how  to  part  with  them 
when  we  hare  them. 

That  we  know  wt  can  if  we  w///,  is 
all  we  have  for  it  *.  and  this  leads  us  to 
bear  many  thinn  from  a  miftrefs,  which 
we  won  Id  not  Irom  a  *w^e.  £  ut,  i  f  we 
are  good-natured  and  humane :  if  the 
'woman  has  art,  [And  what  woman 
Hvairfs  it,  who  has  fallen  by  art?  and 
to  whofe  precarious  fituation  art  is  fo 
ueceflary? J  if  you  have  given  her  the 
credit  of  being  called  by  your  name : 
if  you  have  a  fettled  place  of  abode,  and 
have  received  and  paid  vifits  in  her  com- 
pany, as  your  wife:  if  (he  has  brought 
you  children— You  will  allow,  that 
thefe  are  ftrong  obligations  upon  you,  in 
the  world's  eye,  as  well  as  to  your  own 
heart,  ag^inft  tearing  yourfelf  from  fuch 
dofe  connexions.  She  will  ftick  to  you 
as  your  fkin :  and  tt  will  be  next  to 
flaying  yourfelf  to  caft  her  off. 

Even  if  there  be  caufe  for  it,  by  in- 
ifidelity,  flie  will  have  managed  ill,  if 
flie  have  not  hei*  'defenders.  Nor  did  I 
aver  know  a  catife  or  a  perfbn  (o^hatiy  at 
to  want  advocates,  either  from  ilUwiK 
to  the  one,  or  pity  to  the  other:  and 
you  will  then  be  thought  a  hard  -  hearted 
inifcreant :  and  even  were  (he  to  go  off 
-  without  credit  to  herfelf,  (he  will  leave 
J9U  as  little;  efpecially  with  all  thofe 
whoTe  good  opinion  a  man  would  with 
to  cultivate. 

>yell,  then,  (hall  this  poor  priviJege, 
that  we  may  part  with  a  woman  if  we 
«t7<7/,  be  deemed  a  balance  ior  the  other 
inconvcniencies  ?  Shall  it  be  thought  by 
us,  who  are  men  of  family  and  fortune, 
an  equivalent  for  giving  m^  equality  qf 
degree  \  and  taking  for  the' partner  of 
our  bed,  and  very  probably  more  than 
the  partner  in  our  eitates,  (to  the  breach 
of  all  family- rale  and  order)  alow- 
born,  a  low-educated  creature,  who  has 
not  brought  any-thtng  into  the  com- 
mon (lock ;  and  can  pofTibW  make  no 
seturns  for  the  folid  benefits  (he  re- 
ceives, but  thofe  libidinous  ones,  which 
a  man  cannot  boaft  of^  but  to  his  dtf- 
grace,  nor  think  of,  but  to  the  (hame 
^ib9thf 

Moreover,  as  the  man  advances  Ia 


years,  the  furv  of  his  libertrmfm  will 
go  o#.  He  will  hs^ve  different  aims  and 
j^urfuits,  which  will  diminiih  bis  appe« 
tite  to  ranging,  and  make  fuch  a  re- 
gular  life  as  the  matrimonial  and  fa- 
mily-life, palatable  to  bim,  and  every 
day  more  palatable. 

If  he  has  children,  and  has  reafbn  to 
think  them  ^/j,  and  if  his  lewd  courfes 
have  left  him  any  eftate,  he  will  have 
caufe  to  regret  the  refirmnt  his  boafbd 
liberty  has  laid  him  under,  and  the  vs- 
luable  prfvitege  it  has  deprived  him  of  5 
when  be  (inds,  that  it  muft  defcend  to 
fome  relation,  for  whom,  whether  near 
or  diftant,  he  cares  not  one  farthing; 
and  who  perhaps  (if  a  man  of  virtue) 
has  held  him  in  the  utmoft  contempt 
for  his  difTolutelife. 

And  were  we  to  fuppofe  his  efbte  ia 
his  power  to  bequeath  as  he  pleafes; 
why  fhould  a  man  refolve,  for  the  gra- 
tifying of  his  foolifh  humour  only,  to 
baftaidize  his  race?  Why  fhonld  he 
wiih  to  expofe  his  children  to  the  fcom 
and  infults  of  the  reft  of  the  world  > 
Why  (hould  he,  whether  they  are  /bos 
or  claughters,  lay  them  under  the  ne- 
ceility  of  complying  with  propofals  of 
marriage,  either  inferior  as  to  firttae^ 
or  unequal  as  to  age?  Why  fliould  he 
deprive  the  children  heloves,  who  them  - 
felves  may  be  guilty  of  no  fault,  of  the 
re(jpe£(  they  would  wi(h  to  have,  and  to 
deierve ;  and  of  the  opportunity  of  af- 
fociating  themfelves  with  proper^  that 
is  to  fay,  with  reputable  company?  And 
why  (hould  he  make  them  think  them- 
felves under  obligation  to  every  perfon 
of  chara^er,  who  will  vouchfafeto  vifit 
them  ?  '^What  little  reafon,  in  a  wtvd, 
would  fuch  children  have  to  blefs  their 
fathei^s  obftinate  defiance  of  the  laws 
and  cuftoras  of  his  coantry ;  and  for 
giving  them  a  mother,  of  whom  they 
could  not  think  with  honour;  to  whore 
crime  it  was,' that  they  owed  their  very 
beings,  and  whole  example  it  was  tbdr 
duty  to  Ihun } 

If  the  education  and  morals  of  thefe 
children  are  left  to  chance,  as  too  ge- 
nerally  they  are,  (for  the  maii  who  has 
humanitv  and  a  feeling  heart,  and  who 
is  capable  of  fondnefs  for  his  offspring, 
I  take  it  for  granted,  will  marry;)  the 
cafe  is  (till  worfe ;  his  crime  is  peipe« 
tuated,  as  I  may  fay,  by  his  childicn: 
and  the  fea,  the  arm^,  perhaps  the  high- 
wav,  for  the  boys ;'  the  common  for  the 
girls;  too  often  point  out  the  way  to  a 
worii:  cataftrophe. 

What^ 
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^Mat»  tKerefofc,  upon  the  whoIe»  do 
^me  get  by  tseading  in  thefe  crooked 
Mtht,  but  danger,  di%race,  and  a  too 
fate  repentance? 

And  after  all,  do  we  not  frequently 
%ecoine  the  cuUiee  of  our  own  liber- 
tinifin  $  Aiding  into  the  very  ftate  with 
^KxTe  half- worn-out  doxies,  which  per- 
liap$  we  might  have  entered  into  with 
thetr  ladies  $  at  leaft  with  their  fupe- 
riort  both  in  degree  and  fortune?  And 
all  th«  timo,  lived handfomelv  like  our- 
firlves;  not  fneaking  into  noles  and 
corners {  and,  when  we  crept  abroad 
iwith  oui^women,  looking  about  us,  and 
at  every- one  that  pafled  vs,  as  if  we 
were  confeflediy  accountable  to  the  cen- 
lures  of  all  honcft  people. 

My  cou(in  Tony  Jenyns,  thou  knew- 
eft .  m  had  not  the  actively  mifchievous 
I  ^*"<»  ^^^^  ^^<>^$  Belton,  Mowbray, 
Tourville,  and  fi^efft  have:  but  he 
imbibed  the  fame  notions  we  do,  and 
f  arried  them  into  pra^lice. 

How  did  he  prate  againft  wedlock  I 
How  did  he  ftrut  about  as  a  ivU  and  a 
J/aarif  and  what  a  ivit  and  a /mart  did 
all  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  family  (my- 
kl£  among  ttie  reft,  then  an  urchin) 
think  him,  for  the  airs  lie  eave  him- 
^]f  >..Marry  I  No,  not  for  the  world ; 
^  swhat  man  of  fenfe  would  bear  the  in- 
Iblencet,  the  petnlances,  the  expenfi^e- 
nefs  of  a.  wife !  He  could  not  for  the 
lieart  of  him  think  it  tolerable,  that  a 
.  woman  of  equal  rank  and  fortune,  and, 
as  it  might  happen,  fup£rior  talents  to 
his  own,  (hould  look  upon  herfelf  to 
have  a  right  to  (hare  the  benefit  of  that 
fortune  which  fiie  brouglit  him. 

So,  after  he  h&d  fluttered  about  the 
town  for  two  or  three  years,  in  all  which 
time  lie  had  a  better  opinion  of  himfelf 
than  any. body  elfe  had,  what  does  he 
.  do,  but  enter  upon  an  affair  with  his 
fencing-mailer's  daughter? 

He  iuccccds ;  takes  private  lodgine;! 
for  her  9t  Hackney;  vifits  her  by  ftealth ; 
both  of  them  tender  of  reputations  that 
jvvere  extremely  tender,  byt  which  nei- 
ther had  quite  given  up;  for  rakes  of 
^ther  Tex  are^lwavs  the  laft  to  condema 
or  cry  down  die^nfelves :  vifited  by  no- 
)body,  nor  vif^ting  :^e  life  of  a  ^hicf, 
or  of  a  man  be(et%  (creditors,  afraid  t^ 
]ook  out  of  his  oiyo  hoi^fe,  or  tobeieea 
abroad  wjth  her.  And  thus  went  heoa 
for  twelve  years,  and,  though  he  had  a 
l^ood  eftate,  hardly  making  both  ends 
ipeetj  for»t|^ough  noglarC|  tl^fc^vw 


no  oBconomy;  aad  befide,  he  had  every 

year  a  child,  and  very  fond  of  his  chil- 
dren was  he.  But  none  of  them  lived 
above  three  years :  and  being  now,  cm 
the  death  of  the  dozenth,  grown  as  dolnf  - 
fober,  as  if  he  bad  been  a  real  hulbancC 
bis  good  Mrs.  Thomas  (forhe  had  not 
permitted  her  t»  take  his  own  name) 
prevailed  upon  him  to  think  theloAoi 
their  children  a  judgment  upon  the  pa* 
rents  for  their  wicked  way  of  life;  [A 
time  will  come,  Lovelace,  if  we  live  ta 
advanced  years,  in  which refle£lion  will 
take  hold  of  the  enfeebled  mind ;]  and 
then  it  was  not'difficult  for  his  woman 
to  induce  him,  by  way  of  compounding 
with  Heaven,  to  marry  her.  When  this 
was  done,  he  had  leifure  to  fit  down^ 
and  contemplate  i  and  to  recoiled 'tha 
many  offers  of  perfons  of  family  and 
fortune  which  he^had  declined  in  the 

f»nme  of  life:  his  expences  epml  at 
eaft:  his  reputation  not  only  lefi,  but 
Iqfl:  his  enjoyments/f>/^« ;  his  partnerr 
(hip  unequal^  and  fuch  as  he  had  always 
been  afliamed  of.  But  the  woman  faid. 
That  after  twelve  or  thirteen  years  co- 
habitation, Tony  did  an  honef(  thing  by. 
her.  And  that  was  all  my  poor  coufin 
got  by  making  his  old  miftrefshistiew 
wife— Not  a  drum,  not  a  trumpet,  not 
a  fife,  not  a  tabixt,  nor  the  expectation 
of  a  new  joy,  to  animate  him  dnl 

What  Helton  will  do  with  his  Tho- 
mafine  I  know  not  \  nor  care  I  to  advife 
him  :  for  I  fee  the  poor  fellow  does  not 
like  that  any-body  fliould  curie  her  but 
himfelf.  This  he  does  very  heartilyw 
And  fo  low  is  he  reduced,  that  he  blub- 
bers over  the  reflexion  upon  his  paft 
fondnei's  for  her  cubs,  and  upon  his  pre^ 
fent  doubts  of  their  being  his«  *  What 

*  a  damned  thmg  is  it,  Belford,  if  Tom 

*  and  Hal  ihould  be  the  hoftler  dog>| 

*  puppies,  and  not  mine!' 

Very  true  t  and  I  think  the  fbron|f 
health  of  the  chubby- faced  mufcnlar 
whelps  confirms  the  too  g^reat  probabi- 
lity. Bat  I  fay  notfo  to  him. 

ToUf  he  fays,  are  fuch  a  gay,  llvelf 
mortal,  that  this  fad  tale  would  maka 
no  iroprefiion  upon  you  i  efpeciallynow^ 
that  your  whole  heart  is  engaged  as  it 
is.  Nbtvuhraj  would  bo  too  violent  up- 
on it:  he  has  not,  he  (ajrs,  a  feeling 
heart.  Tour*vilU  has  nodiKretion  i  and^ 
a  pretty  jeftt  although  he  and  bis  vTho* 
mafine  hved  without  reputation  \n  tba 
world,  (people  gueifmg  thattbejr  weie 
a^marnedf  aaiwithftmliDg^ilia^ivant 
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%f  his  name)  yet  he  would  not  too  much 
difcredit  the  curfed  ingrate  neither  t 

Could  a  man  a£l  a  weaker  part,  had 
he  h^n  really  married ;  and  were  he 
fure  he  was  going  tu  feparate  from  the 
mother  of  hU  own  cbilaren  ? 

I  leave  this  as  a^leflbn  upon  thyheart, 
without  making  any  application :  only 
with  this  remark,  That  after  we  liber- 
tines have  indulged  our  licentious  ap- 
petites, reflecting  (in  the  conceit  of  our 
vain  hearts)  both  with  our  lips  and  by 
our  lives,  upon  our  ancedors,  and  the 
good  old  ways,  we  find  out,  when  we 
come  to  years  of  difcretion,  if  we  live 
till  then,  (what  all  who  knew  us  found 
out  before,  that  is  to  fay,  we  find  out) 
our  own  defpicable  folly;  that  thofe 
good  old  ways  would  have  been  beft  for 
us,  as  well  as  for  the  rei^  of  the  world ; 
and  that  in  every  ftep  we  have  deviated 
from  them,  we  have  only  expofed  our 
vanity,  and  our  ignorance  at  the  fame 
time. 

J.  Belpokd. 


LETTER    XXVi;i. 

MR.   LOVELACE,  TO    JOHN   SEL- 
FORD^  ESq^ 

SATURDAY,  MAY  20. 

I  Am  pleafedwith  the  fober  reflection 
with  which  thou  concluded  thy  lad; 
«nd  I  thank  thee  for  it.  Poor  Belton  !— 
I  did  not  think  his  Thomafme  would 
have  proved  (6  very  a  devi).  But  this 
muft  everlaftingly  be  the  rifque  of  a 
keeper,  who  takes  up  with  i  low-bred 
girl.  This  I  never  dtd.  Nor  had  I  oc- 
%afion  to  do  it.  Such  a  one  as  J,  Jack, 
needed  only,  till  now,  to  (bake  the 
.llatelieft  tree,  and  the  mellowed  fruit 
droptinto  my  mouth*— Always  of  Mon- 
taigne's tarte,  thou  knoweft— Thoughjt 
it  a  glory  to  Aibdue  a  girl  of  family««^ 
More  truly  delightful  to  me  the  feduc- 
tion-progrefs  than  the  crowned  a£t:  for 
|hat*s  a  vapour,  a  bubble!  And  mod 
cordially  do  I  thank  thee  for  thy  indi- 
reft  hint,  that  I  am  right  in  my  prefent 
j^urfuitJ 

From  fuch  a  woman  as  Mifs  Har- 
lowe,  a  man  is  feeured  from  all  the  in- 
conveniencei  thou  expatiated  upon. 

Once  more,  therefore,  do  I  thanlc 
thee,  Belford,  for  thy  approbation  !— 
A  man  need  not,  as  thou  fayeft,  fneak 
into  HUj  %nd  coraen,  aad  fliun  the  day^, 


in  the  company  of  fuch  a  'womia  at 
this.  How  trtendly  in  thee,  thus  to  abet 
the  favourite  purpofe  of  my  heart  !^- 
Nor  can  it  be  a  difgrace  to  me,  to  per* 
mity^ri^  a  lady  to  be  called  by  m'f  name! 
—Nor  (hall  f  be  at  all  concerned  abont 
the  lAforliti  cenfure^  if  I  live  loxhtjears 
of  difcretion^  which  thou  mentioneft, 
fliouid  I  be  taken  in,  and  prevailed  up- 
on to  tread  with  her  the  good  old  path 
of  my  anceftors. 

A  bleflin?  on  thv  heart,  thou  booeft 
fellow  1  I  ivougbt  tnou  wert  in  jeft,  and 
but  acquitting  thyfelf  of  an  engage- 
ment to  Lord  M.  when  thou  wert  plead- 
tne  for  matrimony  in  behalf  of  this 
ladyf^It  could  not  be  principle,  I 
knew,  in  thee :  it  could  not  becompaf- 
fion— AlittleM<i(y,  indeed,  I  fu(pefted! 
^— But  now  I  fee  thee  once  ipore  thy- 
felf: and  once  more,  dy  I»  a  blefiing 
on  thy  heart,  thou  true  friend,  and  very 
honeft  fellow ! 

Now  will  I  proceed  with  courage  ib 
all  my  fchemes,  and  oblise  thee  with 
the  continued  narrative  of  my  progrcf- 
(lons  towards  bringing  them  to  eflfeft!— 
But  I  could  not  forbear  to  interrupt  my 
ftory,  to  (hew  my  ^atitude. 


LETTER    XXVIIL 

KfR.   LOVELACE,   TO    JOHN   BEL- 
FORD,  ES<^ 

AN  D  nowwill  I  favour  thee  with  « 
brief  account  of  our  prefent  fitoa- 
tion. 

From  thehigheft  to  the  loweft  we  are 
all  extremely' happy. — Dorcas  ftand$ 
well  in  her  lady's  graces.     Poify  has 
aiked  her  advice  in  relation  to  a-court- 
(hip-affair  of  her  own.     No  oracle  ever 
gave  better.    Sally  has  bad  a  (quarrel 
with  her  woollen -draifcr;  andm^demy 
charmer  lady -chancellor  in  it.      She     I 
blamed  Sally  for  behaving  tyrannically     | 
to  a  man  who  loves  U^r.  Delr  creature!     i 
to  ftand  againft  a  glafs,  and  to  (hut  her 
eyes  becaufe  (be  \vi)(  not  fee  her  faceio 
it !— Mrs.  Sinclair  has  paid  htr  court 
to  fo  unerring  a  jndge,  by  requef^ing  her 
adyice  with  regard  to  both  nieces. 

This  the  way  we  have  been  in  for  fc- 
veral  days  with  the  people  below.  Yet 
/oJa  generally  at  her  meals',  and  fektcm 
at  other  times  in  thcirxon»pany.  Thev 
now,  ufed  to  her  ways,  [Ferfrvtrtma 
mvft  conquer']  never  pwfs  he*}  ib  whrt 
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they  mtet^  all  U  civility  on  both  fides. 
Even  married  people.  I  believe^  J^cl^y 
prevefit  abundance  of  auarrels,  by  fee- 
ing one  another  but/eJaom» 

<  But  bow  (lands  it  between  thvfelf 

*  and  the  lady/  me^hinks  thou  afkeft, 
«  Cnce  her  abrupt  departure  from  thee, 
'  and  undutiful  repulfe  of  Wedoefday 

•  morning?* 

Why,  pretty  well  in  the  main.  Nay, 
•very  well.  For  why  ?  The  dear  jfaucv. 
face  knows  not  how  to  help  herfeff. 
Can  fly  to  no  other  prote£lIoa.  And 
has,  befides,  over-heard  a  converfation 
[Who  would  have  thought  Ihe  had  been 
U>  near?]  which  paffed  between. Mrs. 
Sinclair,  Mifs  Martini  and  myfelfythat 
very  Wednefday  afternoon;  which  has 
fet  her  heart  at  eafe  with  refpeA  to  fe- 
veral  doubtful  point's. 

Such  as,  parti cularly»  Mrs.  Fretch- 
ville's  unhappy  ftate  of  mind—- Moft 
humanely  pitied  by  Mifs  Martin^  who 
knows  her  very  well-nThe  hufband  (he 
iias  loft,  and  herfelf,  (as  Sally  fays) 
lovers  from  their  cradles.  Pity  from 
one  begets  pity  from  another,  be  the 
occafion  for  it  either  ftrong  or  weak ; 
and  fo  many  circumftances  were  given- 
to  poor  Mrs.  Fretchville^s  diftrefs,  that 
it  was  impoflible  but  my  beloved  muft 
exiremely  pi  ty  ber  whom  the  lefs  tender- 
i*       hearted  Mifs  "Mznin  greatly  pitied. 

My  Lord  M/s  gout  his  only  hin- 
drance from  vifiting  my  fpoufe.  Lady 
Betty  and  Mifs  Montague  Toon  expell- 
ed h)  town. 

Mv  earneft  dedre  Hgnified  to  have  my 
fpoii/e  receive  thofe  ladies  in  her  own 
houfe,  if  Mrs.  Fretchville  would  but 
know  her  own  mind  \  and  I  patheti- 
cally lamented  the  delay  occafioned  by 
her  not  knowing  it. 

My  intention  to  ftay  at  Mrs.  Sin- 
clair's, as  Ifoid  I  bad  told  tbem  before  ^ 
while  my  ^oufe  refides  in  her  own. 
houfe,  (when  Mrs.  Fretchville  could 
be  brought  tp  quit  it)  in  order  to  gra- 
tify her  utmoft  punflilio. 

My  paflion  for  my  beloved  (which, 
as  I  told  them  in  a  high  and  fervent  ac- 
cent, was  the  trued  that  man  could 
have  for  woman)  I  boaftedof.  It  was, ' 
in  Ihoit,  I  faid,  of  the  true  Platonick 
kind^  or  I  had  no  notion  of  vvhat  Pla- 
ten ick  love  was. 

So  it  is.  Jack)  and  muft  end  asPJa- 
tonick  love  generally  does  end. 

Sally  and  Mrs.  Sinclair  next  praifed»^ 
hut  nof  grofsly^  my  btlovtd.  S:»IIy  par- 
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ttcularly  admired  her  puri ty^  called  it 
exemplary;  yet  (to  avoid  fufpicion) 
exprcifcd  her  thoughts  that  (he  was  ra- 
tber  over-nice,  if  ue  might  prefumeto 
fay  fo  before  me.  But  neverthelefs  Oim 
applauded  me  for  the  ftrifl  obfervation 
I  made  of  my  vow. 

I  more  freely  blamed  her  reiei-ves  tQ 
me;  called  her  cruel;  ihveiehed  again  it 
her  relations;  doubted  her  Jove.  Every 
favour  I  aiked  of  her  denied  me.  Yet 
my  behaviour  to  her  as  pure  and  deli- 
cate when  alone,  as  when  before  them 
— Hinted  at  fomething  that  had  pafled 
between  us  that  very  day,  that  mewed 
her  indifference  to  me  in  fo  ftrong  a 
light,  that  I  could  not  bear  it.  ^Dut 
that  I  would  aflc  her  for  her  company 
to  the  play  of  remce  Preferyed:  given 
out  for  Saturday  night  as  a  benefit-play, 
the  prime  a6lors  to  be  in  it;  and^  this,' 
to  fee  if  I  were  to  be  denied  every  fa- 
vour.—Yet,  for  my  own  part,  I  loved 
not  tragedies'^  though  (he  did,  for  the 
fWce  ofthe  inftru6lion,  the  warning,  and 
tne  example  generally  given  in  them.  . 

I  had  too  mMch  feelings  I  faid.  There   . 
was  enough  in  the  world  to  make  our 
hearts  facl,  without  carrying  grief  into 
our  diverfions,   and  making  the  dif- 
treffes  of  others  our  own. 

True  enough,  Bel  ford;  and  I  be- 
lieve, generally  fpeaking,  that  all  the^ 
men  <^  our  caft  are  of  my  mind— ' 
Thev  love  not  ai^y  tragedies  but  thoie 
in  which  they  themfelves  a6l  the  parts  of 
tyrants  and  executioners;  and  afraid  to 
truft  themfelves  with  ferious  and  (O'- 
lemn  reftedlions,  run  to  comedies,  iik 
order  to  laugh  away  compunflion  oa' 
the  diftrefles  they  have  occafioned,  and 
to  find  examples  of  men  as  immoral  at 
themfelves.  -For  very  few  of  our  co- 
mick  performances,  as  thou  knoweft, 
eiveus  Rood  ones.— ;Ianfwer,  hqwever, 
for  rovlelf—- Yet  thou,  I  think,  on  rc- 
colle^ion,  loveft  to  deal  in  the  lamen* 
table, 

Sally  anfwered  for  Polly,  who  wa» 
abfent;  Mrs.  Sinclair  for  her/elf,  and 
for  ail  her  acquaintance,  even  for  Mifs 
Partington,  in  preferring  the  comick 
to  the  tragick  fcenes.— And  I  believe 
they  are  right;  for  the  devil's  in  it,  if 
a  confideo-in  rake  does  not  give  a  girl 
epough  of  tragedy  in  his  comedy. 

'  1  a(ked  Sally  to  oblige  my  fair-one  - 

with  her  company.     She  was  engaged. 

[That  was  ri^ht,  thou'ltfuppofe.j     I 

aikcd  Mrs,  Sinclair's  leave  tor  Polly* 

3  T  »  To 
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To  be  tbie,  ibe  «iifwered,  Fof  ly  would 
tbtnk  it  an  honour  to  attend  Mrs.  Love- 
lace: but  the  poor  thing  was  tender- 
Kevted;  and  as  the  tn^j  was  deep, 
W«u4d  weep  berfeVf  blind. 

6ft!>y,  mean  time,  objefted  Sinj^Ie. 
(bn,  that  I  might  anfwer  tbeobjeftion, 
^nd  feve  my  beknred  the  trouble  of 
Hiaking  tt,  or  debating  the  point  with 
]|ie$  and  on  this  occalion  1  regretted 
that  her  brother's  projfefts  wereliot  laid 
afide;  fince,  if  they  had  been  given  up, 
}^  would  have  gone  m  ]>erfon  to  bring 
«p  the  iadiea  of  my  family  to  i^ttend 
my  fpoufe. 

I  tben,  from  a  letter  Joft  before  ro* 
.  reived  from  ont^  in  her  father's  ^mily. 
Warned  them  of  a  perfon  wlio  bad  un- 
dertaken to  find  us  out,  and  whom  I 
^is  in  writing  [having  cabled  for  pen 
and  ink]  dcfcribcd,  that  they  might 
arm  atj  the  family  againft  him — A 
Ain-burnt^  pock-tretten  ikilor,  ilt- 
Itook'ing,  big-boned^  his  ftatare' about 
fm  footj  an  heavy.eye,  an  over-hang* 
ing  browy  a  dec)c-treading  ftride  in  his 
walk;  a  conteau  generally  by  his  fide; 
iips  parched  from  his  gums,  as  if  by 
ilaring  at  the  Tun  in  hot  climates;  a 
brown  coatj  a  coloured  handkerchief 
about  his  neck  \  an  oaken  plant  in  his 
hand  near  as  long  as  hknfelf»  and  pro- 
fiOrtionablv  thick, 

No^  queftion^  aiked  bj  th?s  fellow 
fiiuft  be  anfvered.  They  flrould  call 
'  mi  to  him.  But  not  let  my  beloved 
know  a  tittle  of  this,  fo  longasit  could 
be  helped.  And  I  added,  that  if  her 
brother  or  Singleton  came,  and  if  they 
behaved  civilly,  I  would,  for  btrfake^ 
be  civil  to /j^;  and  in  this  cafe,  ihe 
had  nothuig  to  do,  but  to  own  her  mar- 
liage,  and  there  could  be  no  pretence 
for  violence  on  cither  fide,  ^ut  moil 
fervently  I  fwore,  that  if  (he  were  rm- 
weytd  aiu/vfy  either  by^  ferfuafion  or 
fitctt  I  woufSl  dtreftly,  on  mijffSng  her 
but  one  day^  go  to  demand  her  at  Mar- 
lowe Place,  whether  fhe  were  there  or 
not)  and  if  I  recovered  not  a  fifter,  I 
would  have  a  brother;  and  fliould  find 
o«t  a  captain  of  a  fhip  as  well  as  he. 
'  And  now,  Jack,  doft  thou  thmk 
Ike '11  attempt  to  get  from  me,  do  what 
IwHl> 

Mrs.  Sinclair  bejran  to  be  afraid  of 
tnifchief  in  her  hou£— I  was  apprehen- 
iive  that  fte  would  over-do  the  matter, 
and  be  out  of  charafter.  I  therefore 
winked  at  her*    She  primmed}  aoddcd^ 


to.ifaew  flie  todk  fiK;  twangeff  «ifC  i, 
htg^4io  through  her  note,  lapped  oae 
horfe-lip  over  the  other,  and  was  ISlent^ 
Here's  oreparation,  Bel  ford! — ^Doft 
t!tink  I  will  llirow  it  all  away  for  any« 
thin?  thou  canft  fay,  or  Lord  M.  writtf 
•— iV0  indtedf^-^t  my  cbarmer  fajft^p 
when  flie  bridles. 

#     m 

And  what  muft  neceflarily  be  th»- 
confequence  of  all  this  with  regard  ttf 
my  beloved^s  behaviour  to  me?  Canft 
thoa  doubt,  that  it  was  all  complai- 
iknce  neiu  time  ttkt  admitted  me  into 
herpreftnce  ? 

Thurfday  we  were  very  happy.  AU 
the  mom'mg  extremely  happy,  t  kifled 
her  charming  hand. — I  need  not  de- 
fcribe  to  thee  her  hand  4nd  arm.  When 
thou  faweft  her,  I  toolT notice  that  thy 
eyes  dwelt  upon  them  whenever  thou 
couldft  fpare  them  from  that  beauty- 
(^ot  of  wonders,  her  face— Fq^  timea 
kiffed  her  hand,  I  believe— Once  her 
cheek,  intending  her  lip,  bnt  Co  raptu- 
rouily,  that  (he  could  not  help  feetning 
angry. 

Had  (he  not  thus  kept  me  at  arms- 
length;  had  ttit  not  denied  me  tfaofe 
innocent  liberties  which  our  fea,  from 
ftep  to  ftep,  afpire  to;  could  I  but  have 
gamed  acceis  to  ber  in  her  hoars  of 
needleffinefs  and  difliabille;  [For  full- 
di-efs  creates  dignity,  augments  ^on- 
fcioufnefs,  and  compels,  diftance],  we 
had  familiarized  to  each  other  long  ago. 
But  keep  her  up  ever  Co  I^te;  meet  her 
ever  Co  early;  bv  breakfaft-time  fite  h 
drefTed  for  the  c&y;  and  at  ber  earlie/^ 
hour,  as  nice  as  others  drefled.  All 
•her  forms  thus  kept  up,  wonder  not 
that  I  have  made  fo  little  progrcfs  in  tha 
propofed  trial.— But  how  muCl  all  this 
diftance  ftimolatel 

TbttrfJajf  mormag^  as  I  fatd,  we  wert 
extremely  happy— Aboat  noom^  fte. 
numbered  the  hours  (he  bad  been  with 
me;  all  of  them  to  me  but  as  one  mi- 
nute; and.defired  to  be  left  to  herielf. 
I  was  loth  to  comply:  but  obfenriog 
the  fun-fliine  begm  to  ihvt  in,  I 
yielded. 

I  dined  out;  Returning,  I  talked 
of  the  houle,  and  of  M».  Fretchville 
— Hadfeen  Mennell — Had  prefledbim 
to  get  the  widow  to  quit.  She  pitied 
Mrs.  Fretchville.  [Another  good eCfeft 
of  the  over- heard  converfation]— Had 
writien  to  Lord  Mr  eapcHed  an  an- 
rwcrCmifr«n)hiBit>  Iwsttftdodttedto 
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Ibp  witk  her.  I  urged  for  her  appro* 
bstionorcoh'e^lionormy  written  terms.  ■ 
She  again  prom i fed  an  anfwer  as  foca 
%B  Ac  bad  heard  from  Mift  Howe. 

Then  I  prefTed  for  her  coinpany  to  the 
play  GO  Saturday  night.  She  made  ob- 
|edions,  as  I  had  forefeen:  her  brother*s 
projc^ls,  warmth  of  the  weather,  &r» 
But  in  fuch  a  manner  as  if  half- afraid 
to  difoblige  me.  [  Another  happy  efkSt 
o£'..theover-heardcon^rfation»J  I  iboa 
cot  over  thefe  therefore)  and  me  con- 
unted  to  favour  me. 

Fridajf  paiTed  a«  the  day  before. 

Here  were  two  happy  days  lo  both* 
tVhy  cannot  1  make  every  day  equally 
happy  f  It  looks  iii  if  it  wen  in  myfawer 
to  Jofi.  Strange,  I  ibould  thus  delight 
in  teasing  a  woman  I  fo  dearly  love!  I 
i|itift,  I  doubty  have  ibmethiug  in  my  . 
temper  like  Mifs  Howe,  who  loves  to 
plague  tlk  roan  who  puts  himfelf  ia 
her  power.— -But  I  could  not  do  thus  by 
luch  an  angel  as  this,  did  I  not  believe, 
that  after  her  probation-time  (hall  be 
expired,  and  if  (he  be  not  to  be  brought 
to  cobabita/tOMf  (my  darling  view)  I- 
(ball  reward  her  as  ue  wilhes. 

Saturdajf  i  s  hal  f -over.  We  are  equal  - 
ly  happy— -Preparing  for  the  play.  Polly 
has  oifered  her  company,  and  is  accept-' 
ed .  I  have  di reeled  her  where  to  weep : 
and  this  not  only  to  (hew  herhumanity, 
fA  weeping  eye  indicates  a  gentle 
heart]  but  to  have  a  pretence  to  hide 
her  face  with  a  fan  or  handkerchief.— 
Yet  Polly  18  far  from  being  every  man'a 
girl;  ana  we  (halMk  ia  the  gallery 
green -box. . 

The  woes  of  others,  fo  well  repre- 
iented  at  thofe  of  Belvidera  particularly 
will  be,  muil,  I  hope,  unlock  and 
opes  my  charmer*s  heart.  Whenever 
I  have  been  able  to  prevail  upon  a  girl 
to  permit  me  to  attend  her  to  a  play,  I 
have  thought  myfelf  fure  of  her.  The 
female  heart  (all  gentlenefs  and  har- 
roonv  by  nature)  expands,  and  forgets 
it^s  forms,  when  it^s  attention  is  car- 
ried out  of  itfelf  at  an  agreeable  or  af- 
fe&tng  entertainment— Mufick,  and 
perhaps  a  collation  afterwards,  co-ope- 
rating. 

Indeed,  I  have  no  hope  of  fuch  an 
cfFe^  here;  but  I  have  more  than  one 
end  to  anfviyr  begetting  her  td  aplay. 
To  name  butone—DorcaBhas  a  mafler^ 
kej^,  as  I  hav^  told  thee.— But  it  were 
worth  while  to  carry  her  to  the  play  of  • 
#W«rr  Prtffrifiii,  were  it  but  t«  (hew 
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her,  that  there  have  been,  and  may  be« 
much  deeper  diftrefles  than  ihe  can^poT* 
fibly  kntw. 

Thus  exceedingly  hanpy  are  we  ai 
prefent.  1  hope  we  (hall  not  find  any 
of  Nat.  Lee's  left-handed  gods  at  work, 
to  da(h  our  bowl  of  joy  with  worm* 
wood. 

R.  tovjLAci* 


LEttER    iXIX. 

MISS  CLARISSA  UARLOWB*  TQ  MfSl 
UOW£. 

rRIDAT,'M*AT  If* 

ITWould  not,  if  I  could  help  it,  befo 
JL  continually  brooding  over  the  dark  • 
and  gloomy  face  of  my  condition  [  A14 
nature,  you  know,  my  dear,  and  every* 
thing  in  it,  has  a  bright  and  gloomy 
fidej  as  to  be  thought  unable  to  enjojf^ 
a  more  hopeful  profpe6l.  And  this, 
not  o^\y  for  my  own  fake,  but  for 
yours,  who  take  fuch  generoiis  con- 
cern in  all  that  befals  me. 

Let  me  tell  you  then,  my  deaf,  that 
I  have  known  four- and -twenty  hourt 
tdgetber  not  unhkppy  ones,  my  utuatioa 
conddered. 

She  then  gives  tke  particulars  of  the 
coirverjation  nvbich  fke  had  ovef" 
beardlet<ween  Mr.  Lovelace,  Mrs, 
Sinclair,  and  Mifs  Martini  bMf 
accounts  more  minutely  than  he  bad 
done,  for  the  opportunity /be  hadixf 

,    over 'bearing  it^  unknown  to  them. 

She  gives  tke  reafojis  /be  bos  to  he 
pleafcd  with  what  foe  beard  from 
each:  but  is /hocked  at  the  meafure 
he  is  refdved  to  take,  if  be  mi  fee 
ier  but  for  one  day .  Yet  is  pleafid^ 
thai  hepropofes  to  avoid  aggreffive 
violence,  if  her  brother  and  be 
meet  in  tovjn. 

I 
Even  Dorcas,  y2?y/yJ^,  appears  lefs 
exceptionable  to  me  than  before;  and 
I  cannot  but  pity  her  for  her  neglefted 
education,  as  it  is  matter  of  fo  much  , 
regret  to  berfelf.  clfe,  there  would  pot 
be  much  in  }t;  as  the  low  and  illiterate 
are  the  mo(t  ufeful  people  in  the  com* 
mon wealth,  (fince  fuch  conftitutc  tSc 
labouring  part  cf  the  publick)  and  am 
a  Icttevcd  education  but  too  generally 
fcts  people  above  thofe  ferviu  offices. 


by  whieti  the  buGnefs  of  the  world  is 
tarried  on .  Nor  have  I  any  doubt  that 
there  arc,  take  the  world  through^ 
twenty  happy  people  amon^  the  unlet- 
tered, to  one  among  thofe  who  have  had 
a  fchool -education. 

This,  however,  concludes  not  againft 
learning  or  letters  J  fince  one  would  wifli 
^  to  lift  to  fome  little  diftinAion,  and 
jnpre  genteel  ufefiilnefs,  thofe  who  have 
capacity,  and  whofe  parentage  one  re- 
fpc£ls,  or  whofe  fervices  one  would  wifli 
to  reward. 

Were  my  mind  quite  at  eafc,  I  could 
enlarge,  peuhaps  not  unufefully,  uppn 
this  iubje6t;  for  I  have  confidered  it 
y;iih  aa  much  attention  as  my  years, 
and  little  experience  and  obfcrv«tion, 
will  permit. 

But  the  extreme  flliicratenefs  and 
jndocility  of  this  maid  are  furpriting, 
confidering  that  fte  wants  not  inqui- 
fitivenefs,  appears  willing  to.  leani,  and, 
in  othcrrefpcas,  has  quick  |>arts.  This 
confirms  to  me  what  I  have  heard  re- 
marked, That  there  is  a  dodhltftapm^ 
a  learning-time,  as  I  may  fay,  for  every 

Serfon,  in  which  the  mind  may  be  led 
cp  by  ftcp,  from  the  lovier  to  the  higher 
«(year  by  ycif )  to  improvement,.  How 
induftrioufly  ought  thcfe  fcafons,  as 
they  offer,  to  be  taken  hold  pf,  by  tu- 
tors, parents,  and  other  friends,  to 
whom  the  cultivation  of  the  genius  x)f 
children  and  yQuth  is  committed ;  fince, 
one  elapfed,  and  no  foundation  laid, 
they  hardly  ever  return! — And  yet  it 
mult  be  confefl'ed,  that  therb  are  fome 
gcniufcs,  which,  like  fome  frm'ts,  ripen 
not  till  late.  And  induftry  and  peifc- 
vcrance  will  do  prodigious  things— But 
for  a  learner  to  have  thofe  firft  rtidi- 
mcnts  to  maftcr,  at  twenty  years  of 
age  fuppofe,' which  others  are  taught, 
and  they  themfelves  might  have  attain- 
ed, at  ten,  what  an  up-hill  labour! 

Thcfe  kind  of  obfcrvations  you  have 
always  wiflied  me  tointerfperfe,.as  they 
ariff  to  my  thoughts.  But  it  is  a  fign 
that  my  profpcfts  are  a  little  mended, 
or  I  (hguld  not,  among  fo  many  more 
interefting  ones,  that. my  mind  has  been 
of  late  filled  with,  have  had  heart's  eafc 
enough  to  make  them. 

Let  nic  give  you  my  refie3i9ns  on  my 
mniT  hopeful  profpe^s. 

I  am  now,  in  the  firft  place,  better 
able  to  account  for  the  delays  about 
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the  houfe,  than  I  wat  befort-^Poor 
Mrs.  Fretchville!— Though  I  kno# 
her  not,  I  pity  Kerl— Next,  it  looks 
well,  that  he  had  apprized  the  women 
{before  thifconverfation  with  them)  of 
his  intention  to  (by  in  this  houfe,  after 
I  was  removed  to  the  other.  By  the 
tone  of  his  voice  he  feemed  concerned 
for  the  appearance  this  new  delay  would 
have  with  me. 

$0  handfomely  did  Mifs  Martin  ex- 
prefs  herfelf  of  me,  that  I  am  forry,  me- 
diinks.  that  I  judged  fo  hardly  of  her,' 
when  I  firft  came  hither-^Frce  people 
may  go  a  great  way,  but  not  all  the  way: 
and  as  fuch  are  generally  unguarded^ 
precipitate,  and  thoughtleis,  the  fame 
quicknefs,  changeablencft,  andyW^</j»r' 
ff^-of  fpirit,  as  I  ma)r  cdJ  it,  mayin- 
lervene  (if  the  heart  be  not  corrupted^ 
to  recover  them  to  thought  and  duty. 

His  reaibn  for  declining  to  eo  in  per-' 
Ton  to  bring  op  the  ladies  of  his  family, 
while  my  brother  and  Singleton  con- 
tinue thar  machinations,  carries  no  bad 
face  with  it;  and  one  may  the  rather 
allow  for  their  expe6kations,  that  & 
proud  a  fpirit  as  Kis  (hould  attend  them 
tor  this  purpofe,  as  he  fpeaks  of  them 
fometimes  as  perfons  of  pun6^ilio. 

Other  reafons  I  will  mention  for  my 
being'eafier  in  my  mind  than  I  was  be- 
fore I  over-heard  this  converfation. 

Such  as,  the  advite  he  has  received 
in  relation  to  Singleton's  matt;  which 
agrees  but  too  well  with  what  you,  my 
dear,  wrote  to  me  in  yours  of  May  the 
loth*. 

His  not  intending  to  acquaint  me 
with  it. 

His  cautions  !b  the  fervants  abent 
the  failor,  if  he  (hould  come,  and  make- 
enquiries  about  us. 

His  refolution  to  avoid  violence,  were 
he  to  fall  in  cither  with  my  brother,  or 
this  Singleton;  and  theeafy  f&ethodhe 
has  chalked  out,  in  this  cafe,  to  pre- 
vent mifchief  J  fince  I  need  only  119/  t§ 
^eny  my  beine  his.  But  yet  I  (hould 
be  exceedingly  unhappy  in  my  own 
opinion,  to  be  driven  into  fuch  a  tacit 
acknowledgment  to  any  new  perfons, 
till  1  am  fo,  although  1  have  been  led' 
(fo  much  againft  my  liking)  to  sive- 
countenan^  to  the  belief  of  the  perions 
below  that  we  are  married. 

I  think  myfelf  obliged,  from  what 
pa(rcd  between  Mr.  Lovelace  and  me 


•  See  Page  477, 
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6n  Wednefday,  and  from  what  I  over- 
heard him  fay,  to  confent  to  go  with 
him  to  the  play;  and  the  rather,  as  he 
had  the  difcretion  to  propofeone  of  the 
nieces  to  accompany  me. 

I  cannot  but  acknowledge  that  I  am 
plealed  to  find  that  he  has  a^ually  writ- 
Jen  to  Lord  M. 

I  have  promifed  to  give  Mr.  Love- 
lace an  anfwer  to  his  propofals  as  foon 
at  I  have  heard  from  you,  my  dear,  on 
the  fubjea. 

I  hope  that  in  my  next  letter  I  (hall 
have  reafon  to  confirm  thefe  favourable 
appearances.  Favourable  I  muft  think 
them  in  the  wreck  I  have  fuffered. 

I  hope,  that  in  the  trial  which  you 
hint  may  happen  between  me  and  my- 
felf^  (as  you  •  exprefs  it)  if  he  (hould 
fo  behave,  as  to  oblige  me  to  leave  him, 
I  ihall  be  able  to  a6l  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  bring  no  difcredit  upon  myfelf  in 
your  eye;  and  that  is  all  now  that  I 
havp  to  wifh  for.  But  if  I  value  him 
fo  much  as  you  are  pleafed  to  fuppofe 
I  do,  the  trial  which  you  imagine  will 
be  fo  difficult  to  me,  will  not,  I  con- 
ceive, be  upon  getting  from  him,  when 
the  means  to  efFcft  my  cfcapc  ai-e  lent 
me;  but  bow  I  (hall  behave  when  got 
from  him;  and  if,  likethelfraelitesof 
old,  I  (hall  be  fo  weak  as  to  wifh  to  ra.- 
turn  to  my  Egyptian  bondage. 

J  think  it  will  not  be  amifs,  not- 
withftanding  the  prefent  favourable  ap- 

}>earances,  that  you  fhould  perfe^  tne 
cheme  ^whatever  it  be)  which  you  tell 
me  you  pave  thought  off,  in  order  to 
procure  for  me  an  afylum,  in  cafe  of 
neceiiity.  Mr.  Lovelace  is  certainly  a 
deep  and  dangerous  man;  and  it  is 
therefore  but  pcudence  to  be  watchful, 
and. to  be  provided  againll  the  word. 
^  Lord  blefs  me,  my  dear,  how  am  I 
reduced!— Could  I  ever  have  thougrht 
to  be  in  fuch  a  Gtuation,  as  to  beobiig- 
•*  ed  to  ftay  with  a  man,  of  whofe  honour 
^y  me  I  could  have  but  x}\cJbadonv  of  a 
doubt!— But  I  will  look  forward,  and 
Ikope  the  beft. 

1  am  certain,  that  your  letters  are 
iafe.— Be  perfe6lly  ea(y,  therefore,  on 
that  head. 

Mr.  Lovelace  will  never  be  out  of 
lay  company  by  his  good  will,  other- 
wife  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  am  miftre(s 
of  ttiy  goings-outand  comtngs-in;  and 
(iid  J  thii^  it   necdfifl,  and  were  I 

♦  3eePa|e50i, 
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not  afraid  of  my  brother  and  Captain 
Singleton,  I  would  oftcner  put  it  to 
trial. ' 


LETTER    XXX. 

MIS9  HOWE,   TO   MlSs' CLARISIA 
HARLOWB. 

SATCXDAY,   MAT  IO4 

IDid  not  know,  my  dear,  that  yon 
deferred  giving  an  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Lovelace's  propof*ils,  till  you  had  my 
opinion  of  them,  A  particular  hand 
occafionallv  going  to  town,  will  leave 
this  at  Wilfon'Sj  that  no  delay  may  be 
itaade  on  that  account. 

r  never  had  any  doubt  of  the  man's 
juftice  and  generofity  in  matters  of  fet- 
tlement;  and  all  his  relations  are  at 
noble  in  their  fpirits,  as  in  their  de- 
fcent:  but  n<h-w  it  may  not  be  amifs  for 
you  to  wait,  to  fee  what  retupns  my 
lord  makes  to  his  letter  of  invitation. 

The  fcheme  J  think  of  is  this. 

There  is  a  perfon  whom  I  believe  yott 
have  fe^n  with  me;  her  name  Town-, 
fend,  who  is  a  great  dealer  in  Indian 
filks,  BrufTels  and  French  laces,  cam* 
bricks,  linen,  and  other  valuable  goods; 
which  (he  has  a  way  of  coming  at,  duty 
free;  and  has  a  great  vend  for  them 
(and  for  other  curiofities  which  (he  im- 
ports) in  the  private  families  of  the 
gentry  round  us.  x 

She  has  her  days  of  being  in  town, 
and  then  is  at  a  chamber  fhe  rents  at 
an  inn  in  Southwark,  where  fhe  keeps 
pattern/of  all  her  filks,  and  much  of 
her  portable  goods,  for  the  convenicncy 
of  her  LondoT^  cuitomers.  But  her 
place  of  refidence,  and  where  fhe  has 
her  principal  warehoufe,  is  at  Dept- 
ford,  for  the  opportunity  of  gettmg 
her  foods  on  fhore. 

She  was  firft  brought  to  me  by  my 
mother,  to  whom  fhe  was  recommend- 
ed on  the  (bppofal  of  my  fpeedy  mar- 
riage, that  I  might  have  an  opportu^ 
nity  to  be  as  fine  as  a  pfincefs,  was 
my  mother's  expredion,  at  a  moderate 
expence. 

Now,  my  dear,  I  muft  own,  that  I 
dp  not  love  to  encourage  thefe  contra- 
band traders .  W hat  is  it,  but  bidd i ng 
defiance  to  the  laws  of  our  country, 
when  we  do{  and  hurting  fair  trader« ; 
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and 
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^n^  at  the  fame  tinxe  robbing  our 
pdnce  of  his  legal  due,  tQ  the  climi> 
tiution  of  thofe  8u4ies.  which  po(nbly. 
tnuft  be  made  good  by  new  leviet  upon 
•the  publick  f 

But-howev^rMrs.Towniend  and  I, 
though  J  have  not  yet  had  dealings  with 
her»  are  upon  a  very  good  foot  of  un- 
derftanding.  She  is  a  fenfible  woman ; 
ihe  has  been  abroad,  and  often  goes 
a]7ro9d  iti  the  wayofherbufinefs;  and 
gives  very  entertaining  accounts  of  ali 
Siehasfeen.  And  having  applied  to 
l^ne,  to  recommend  her  to  you,  (as  it  ia 
\cT  view  to  be  known  to  young  ladies. 
\yho  are  likely  to  change  their  condi- 
tion) I  am  fure  I  can  engage  her  to  give 
you  prore£lion  at  her  boufe  at  Dcpt- 
fbrd)  whichiheiaysi&a  populous  vil- 
/age;  and  one  of  the  laft,  I  (hould 
thmk,  in  which  you  would  be  fought 
for.  She  is  not  much  there,  you  will 
believe,  by  the  courfe  of  her  dealings; 
V^t,  no  doubt,  mull  have  fomebody  o.n 
thefpot,  in  whqm  (he  can  confide:  an^ 
there  perhaps  you  might  be  fafe,  till 
ypjvr  CQuHn  comes.  And  I  (hould  not 
think  it  aniiCs,  that  you  write  to  hin» 
/put  of  hand.  I  cannot  fuggeil  to  you 
•{ubat  you  (hould  write,.  That  nuift  Ue 
left  to  your  own  difcretion.  For  you 
vill  be  !^fraid,  no  doubt,  of  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  variance  between  the  two 
snen. 

But  notwithftanding  all  this,  and 
were  I  fure  of  getting  you  fafely  out  of 
.  his  hands,  I  will  nev£rthelers  forgive 
jouy  were  you  to  make  all  up  with 
^im,  and  marry  to-morrow.  Yet  I 
will  proceed  with  my  proje£lei}  fcheme 
in  relation  to  .Mrs.  Townfend;  though 
X  hope  there  will  be  no  occafion  to  pro* 
iecute  ity  (ince  your  profpe6ld  feem  to 
^e  chan^d,  and  fmce  you  have  had 
iwenij-four  not  unhappy  hours  together. 
How  my  indignation  nfes  for  this  poor 
confolation  in  the  courtship  \_CourtJhip 
inuft  I  call  it?]  of  fuch  a  woman!  Let 
me  tell  you,  my  dear,  that  were  you 
pnceyour  own  abfolute  and  independent 
miftre'fs,  I  (hould  be  tempted,  notwith* 
(bilding  all  I  have  written,  to  wi(hyou 
the  wife  of  any  man  in  the  world,  ra- 
^er  than  the  wife  either  of  Lovelace, 
-pr  of  Solmes. 

Mrs.  TownA;nd,  as  I  have  recol- 
lected, has  two  brothers,  each  a  mailer 
of  a  vetfel  j  and  >^ho  knows,  as  (he  and 
'they  have  concerns  together,  but  that, 
in-^feof  need,  you  mayh«v&;|  \^holp 
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flup^s (^wat  your  deYotio»?  XfLofC- 
IJsce  give  you  caufe  to  leave  him,  tako 
no  thought  for  the  people  at  Haijo«9 
Pl^^ce. '  Let  them  take  care  of  one  ano* 
thcr.  It  is  a  care  they  are  ufedlo.  The 
law  will  bdp  to  fecure  tbem.  The 
wretch  is  no  aflaflin,  no  night-mor- 
derer.  He  is  ah  0/^11,  becaule  ay«ar* 
/f/>  enemy;  and  (hould  he  attempt  ai»y. 
thing  that  would  make  him  obnoxious 
to  the  laws  of  fociety,,  you  might  haT« 
a  fair  riddance  of  him  either  by  iigbt 
or  the  gallows;  no  nfVitter  which. 

Had  you  not  been  fo  minute  in  yom 
account  of  the  circumflances  that  at- 
tended the  opportunity  you  had  of  over- 
beai'ing  the  dialogue  between  Mr.  Love- 
lace and  two  of  the  women,  I  (hould 
have  thought  the  conference  contrived  ' 
on  purpole  for  your  ear. 

I  (hewed  Mr.  Lovelace's  propoCdtto 
Mr.  Hickman,  who  had  chambers  once 
at  Lincoln's  Inn,  being  de(igned  for  the 
law,  had  his  elder  brother  lived.  He 
looked  fowife,  fo  proud,  and  (6  impor* 
tant,  upon  the  occafion;  and  wanted  t9 
take  fo  much  eon(ideration  about  tbem 
-^^ould  take  them  home  if  I  plea^ 
•^and  weigh. them  well— and  fo-tortb-i 
and  the  like — and  all  that — that  I  had 
no  patience  with  him,  and  fnatched 
the m  back,  v/i th  anger. 

'O  dear!— to  be  (o  angry,  an't  pleafr 
me,  for  his  zeal!— 

Yes,  zeal  without  knowledge,  I  laid 
—like  moft  other  zeals — If  there  were 
no  obje£lioni  that  ftruck  him  at  once, 
there  were  none. 

•  Sohafy,  deareftMadamP 

*  And  fo  Jlo^,  un-deareft  Sir,*  I 
could  have  faid^<  But  surely,^  (aid 
I,  with  a  look  which  implied,  '  U^omU 
*jou  rebel,  Sirr 

He  be^rgcd  my  pardon — Saw  ng  ob* 
le^lioD,  mdeed!— But  wight  he  be  al« 
towed  once  moreT- 

No  matter— No  matter— I  wooid 
have  (hewn  them  to  my  mother,  I  fiudft 
who,  though  of  i>o  inn  of  court,  knew 
more  of  thefe  things  than  half  the 
lounging  lubbers  of  them;  and  that  at 
firft  light— *only  that  ihe  would  have 
been  angry  at'  the  'confe(&on  of  on^ 
continued  correfpondence. 

But,  my^dear,  let  the  articles  b« 
drawn  up,  and  engrofTed;  «nd  folem- 
nize  upon  them;  s^d  thcre''s  no  more 
to  be  (aid. 

Let  me  add,  that  the  failor-felfow 
haa  b^n  tamjiefin^  witii  my  Kitty,  sed 
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«Stf«4  f  WIm,  t»  fiad  ^bm  to  diteft 
Id  you.  N«xt  time  lie  comes,  I  will 
have  him  laid  hold  of{  and  if  I  cannot 
toochflig  .out  of  him,  yvill  have  him 
dwrtrn  thnmgh  one  of  «ur  deepeft  filb- 
^onds.  His  attempt  to  corrupt « Ser- 
vant ofuniBewill  judifj  my  oitlers. 

I  fend  this  letter  away  dire^ly.  But 
^11  follow  it  by  another^  wjiich  fliall 
iMve  for  it'«  A]b)«ft  only  my  mother^ 
myfelf,  and  vour  onck  Antony.  And 
at  your  pro(peAf  are  more  promiiing 
dMA  they  have  been,  I  will  endeavour 
taiBaJ^eyou  fmile  upon  the  occaiion. 
For  you  will  be  pleafed  to.  know,  that 
my  mother  has  had  a  formal  tender  from 
that  grey  goo(e,  which  myy  make  her 
ikill  in  fettlementtt  ufefol  to  herfelf» 
iHrere  Ok  to  encourage  it* 

May  your  profpeSs  be  ftill  more  and 
jnorc  iiappy»  piay  t  j6ur  ^wm 

Anna  Ho w»* 


LETTER    XXXI. 

MISS  HOWE,  -TO  MIAS  CLAMSSA 

HA«bOW£. 

SAT.  SVHDAY)   UAV^OfiU 

NOW,  roydear^  for  the  promifed 
fiibjca.  rou  mtffi  mt  afit  mi, 
hem  I  came  by  the  ^triginait  [Aich  they 
really  are]  that  I  am  going  to  prefent 
you  with:  for  «iy  mother  would  not 
read  to  me  tbofe  pans  of  yo.ur.UDcle*« 
letter,  which  bore  hard  qpoa  myielff 
afid  which  leave  him  without  ai^y  title 
to  mercy  from  me:  nor  would  Ihe  let 
mc  hear  but  what  Ihe  pleafed  of  here 
in  anfwers  for  ihe  has  condeicended  m 
jmlwer  him-— with  a  denial,  however s 
|»vt  ftich  a  denial,  as  no  one  but  an  M 
baicbtkr  would  take  from  a  widow. 

Aay -bodys  W^t  myfelf,  who  could 
kave  been  acquainted  with  fueh  a  faK 
UX  courtihip.as  this  nftuft  havobeen  had 
ft  Proceeded,  .would  have  been  glad  it 
|»a  gone  on:  and  I  dare  iay^.bux  for 
the  fiittcy  daughter,  it  bad*  My  g9od 
maanfia,  in  that  cafe,  would  have  been 
ten  years  the  younger  for  it,  jperhaps: 
and  could  I  but  have  improved  of  it,  I 
Ibodildhava  been  cfpi  jdered  by  her  a« 
jf  ten  yaars oldf r  Kh#9 1  am:  tocei  very 
UMr^  it  JKOUW  havebpi^ftj  .•  Wc  wi- 

*  dowSy  my  dear,   know  not  how.  to  • 

*  :]iaep'meB«t  a4tiUiio»#>$oaa  to  give 

*  llKaft^pail^  in  order  ,tOf  try  thci<l<wre. 


*  RMift  teach  «c  to  be  <fudU-Y«^  oat 

*  too  cruel  neither-*-So  as  to  maJae  « 
'  man  heartleis,  wholiasnotimey  Cod 

*  wot,  to  throw  away.'  Then  would 
my  behaviour  to  Mr.  Hickman  faaae 
been  better ilked^  and  my  mother  would 
have  bridled  IDte  her  daughter. 

O  mv  dear,  how  might  we  hf  ve  baaa 
diverteu,  bv  (he  pradihngs  fqr  the  rt« 
coverv  of  the  ht^'fargotteMs  t  could  1 
have  b^niure  that  it  would  have  brea 
in  my  power  to  have  put  them  afiindert 
in  the  In(h  ilyk,  brfore  tbiy  had  come 
together.  But  there's  no  trufting  lo  a 
widow  wboie  goods  and  chattels  are  in 
her  own  hands,  addrefled  by  an  old 
batchelor,  who  has/«^  tbingj^  and  of- 
fers to  leave  her  Un  tboufandfowub  beU 
Ur  than  he  found  her,  and  fole  miftids* 
befides,  of  all  her  notables!  for  theft^ 
as  vou  will  &t  by-and-by,  are  his  pro* 
foials. 

The  old  Triton's  addrefs  carries  the 
writer's  Inarks  upon  the  very  fuper- 
fcription— ><  To  the  squalfy  ami^bk,  ami 
«  'w&tbj  aJmired'  [There's  for  you!.] 

*  Mrt.AmHxutLLAHQXf/ZtwUoWf* 
the  laft  word  added,  I  luppofe,  zgefyuim 
to  a  man,as  a  wordofbonour;  or  for  fear 
the  beUa  to  Jjma,.  ihould  cot  enough 
diilinguiih  the  perfon  meant  from  & 
fpiniler:  £Vain  bulTy  youMi  call  me,  T 
Icnow]  and  then  follows-..*  Thefe^bum^ 

*  biy  pr^fHt.^'^Pux  down  as  a  memo- 
randum, I  prefumei  to  make  a  le^,  and 
behave  handibmely  at  prcfenting  it;  he  * 
intending  very  probably  to  deliver  it 
himfelf.  . 

And  now  ftand  by*- To  tec 

Enter  Old  NEPTtTHB. 

His  head  adorned  with  fea-weed,  and 
a  crown  of  cockle- fliellsj,  as  we  Cos 
him  decked  out  in  Mrs.  Kebinib;]  4 
ridiculous  grotto. 

'   UONaLAV^  MAT  I  J* 
f  MADAM, 

'  T  Pid  make  a  ibrt  of  refolution  ten 

*■•  •  years  ago,  never  to  marry.    I 

'  faw  in  othor  families,  where  they 

*  lived  b^f  you.  will  be  pleafed  to  Tf\zrk. 

*  that,  qu0or/ifffes  I  could  not  away 
^  wiih.  T'hen,  likod  well  enough  to 
*.iAve  iiogle  for  the  fake  of  my  bru. 
* .  thf  r's  fsmily;  and  for  one  child  in  it 

*  mont  than  the  reft.    B^t  that  girl 

*  has  turned  us  all  otf  the  hinges:  ;ind 
J  ffftjr  \  Aottid  deny  iPxfeU\?i»y.  com- 

!|  U  *  fort* 
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fortt  for  them  as  will  not  think  me 
for  fo  dbiAg,  I  don't  know. 

*  So  mncn  fer  mv  motives  as  from 
fdf  »nd  family:  but  the  dear  Mrs* 
Howe  makes,  me  go  further. 

«  I  hare  a  wy  great  fortune,  I  blcfs 
Gqd  for  it^  all  of  my  own  getting,  or 
moft  of  it;  you  will  be  pleated  to  mark 
that;  for  I  was  the  youngeft  brother  of 
three.  Yqu  have  alfo,  God  be  thank. 
edy  a  great  eftate,  which  yon  have 
improved  by  your  own  frugality  and 
wire  management.  Frugality,  let  me 
ftop  to  fay,  is  one  of  the  greateft  vir- 
tues  in  this  mortal  life,  becaufe  it  en- 
ables us  to  do  juftice  to  all^  and  puts 
it  in  our  power  to  benefit y^jn/  by  It, 
as  we  (ee  they  defemie, 

*  You  have  but  one  child;  and  lam 
a  batcbelor,  and  have  never  a  one^- 
All  batchelors  cannot  fay  fo:  where- 
fore your  daughter  may  be  the  better 
for  me,  if  (he  will  keep  up  with  my 
humour;  which  was  never  thought 
bad:  efpecially  to  my  equals.  Ser- 
vants, indeed,  I  don^t  matter  being 
angry  with,  when  I  pleafe :  they  ai^ 
paid  for  bearing  it,  and  too-too  often 
defenre  it,  as  we  have  frequently 
taken  notice  of  to  one  another.  And 
moreover,  if  we  keep  not  fervantsat 
diilance,  they  will  be  familiar.  I 
always  made  it  a  rule  to  find  fault, 
whether  reafonable  or  not,  that  fo  I 
might  have  no  reajbn  to  find  fault. 
Young  women  and  fervants  in  gene- 
ral, (as  worthy  Mr.  Solmes  obferves) 
are  better  governed  by  fear  than  love. 
But  this  my  humour  as  to  fervants, 
will  not  either  affedl  you  or  Mifs* 
you  know. 

<  J  will  make  very  advantageous 
fettlements;  fuch  as  any  common 
friend  fliall  judge  to  be  (b.  But 
muft  have  all  in  my  own  power,  while 
I  live:  becaufe,  you  know.  Madam, 
it  is  as  creditable  to  the  wife,  as  to 
the  hiilband,  that  it  (hould  be  (b, 

*  I  am  not  at  fine  words.  We  are 
not  children;  though  it  is  hoped  we 
mav  have  Tome;  for  I  am  a  very 
healthy  found  man,  I  blefs  God  for 
its  and  never  brought  home  from  my 
voyages  or  travels,  a  «w9rffr  confb- 
tution  than  I  took  out  with  me.  I 
was  none  of  thofe,  I  will  aflure  you. 
But  this  I  will  undertake,  that  if  you 
arc  the  furvivor,you  (hallbeat  ihtka/i 
ten  thoufand  pounds  the  better  for 
mc.  Whatj  in  the  €ontnu*y  caift^  I 


diall  be  the  better  for  yon,  1  lean  t« 
you,  as  you  fiijilllbiiut  my  kindneit 
to  you  (hall  deierve. 

*  6ut  one  thing.  Madam;  I  ftooli 
be  glad  of,  that  Miis  Howe  might 
not  live  with  as  then.  [She  need 
not  know  I  write  thus]— But  go 
home  to  Mr.  Hickman,  as  (be  is  upon 
the  point  of  marriage,  I  hear:  and 
if  (he  behaves  dutifully,  as  ihefliovld 
do,  to  us  both,  (he  (hall  be  the  bet- 
ter; for  fo  I  (aid  before. 

*  You  (hall  manage  all  thingi,  both 
mine  and  your  own;  for  I  know  but 
little  of  land -matters.  All  myop- 
pofition  to  you  (hall  be  out  of  love, 
when  I  think  you  take  too  mnch 
upbn  you  for  your  health. 

^  It  will  be  very  pretty  for  you,  I 
(hould  think,  to  have  a  man  of  ex- 
perience, in  a  long  winter's  evening^ 
to  fit  down  by  you,  and  tell  you  fto- 
ries  of  foreign  parts,  and  the  cof- 
toms  of  the  nations  he  has  conforCMl 
with.  And  I  have  fine  coriofitica  of 
the  Indian  growth,  fuch  as  fadies 
love,  and  (<mie  that  even  my  ili^ce 
Clary,  when  (he  was  good,  never 
faw,  Thefe,  one  by  one,  as  you  are 
kind  to  ine,  (which  I  make  no  qiief- 
tion  of,  bc«au(e  I  (hall  be  kind  to 
you)  (hall  be  all  yours.— Prettier  en- 
tertainment by  much,  than  fitting 
with  a  toofmartifi  daughter,  fome- 
times  out  of  humour,  and  ihwarting^ 


and  vexing,  as  daughters  will,  (v 
women -grown  efpecially,  aa  I  have 
heasd  you  often  obferve|)  and  think- 
ing their  parents  old,  without  paying 
them  the  reverence  due  to  years ;  wIks, 
as  in  your  ca(b,  I  make  no  (brt  of 
doubt,  they  are  young  enough  to 
wipe  their  nofes.  You  undertbnd 
me.  Madam. 

*  As  forme  myfdf,  it  will  be  very 
happy,  and  I  am  delighted  with  the 
thinking  of  it,  t<^havc,  after  npleaiant 
ride,  or  fo,  a  lady  of  like  cxpcrieoce 
with  myfelf,  to  come  home  to,  and  bat 
one  intere((  betwhct  us:  to  rtckon  op 
our  comings -in  together;  and  what 
this  day  and  this  wed(  ha<  produced— 

0  how  this  will  increaie  love!-^Mo(l 
mightily  will  it  increofe  it!«-i»Afld 

1  believe  I  (hould  never  love  yoa 
enoi^h,  or  be  able  to  ibew  joa  all 
my  love. 

*  I  hope,  Madam,  there  need  not  be 
<  fuch  maiden  nicetiea  and  hiia|;i«g> 
;  «Si  M  Iinsy  caUdwDi  bciwcn  «iw 

«  (for 
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*.  (ftt  hMpAg^cg  &ke)  at  that  ymi 

*  will  deny  me  a  line  or  two  to  this 

*  pRkpttfaly  written  down*  although 
'  you  would  not  anfwer  me  (b  readily 

*  when  I  rpoke  to  you;  vour  daughter 
'  being,  I  ruppofe,  hard  by;  for  you 

*  looked  round  yoU|  at  If  not  willing 
'  to  be  over-heard.    So  I  refolved  to 

*  write:  that  my  writing  may  iland  at 

*  upon  record,  for  my  upright  mean- 
'  Ing;  being  none  or  your  Lovelaces | 
'  you  will  mark  that.  Madam;  but  a 

*  downright,   true,   honeft,    raithful 

*  EnjelUhman.    So  hope  you  w;ll  not 

*  diidain  to  write  a  line  or  two  to  thit 
'  my  pvopoial:  and  I  (hall  look  upon 

*  It  at  a  great  honottr»  I  will  aflure  you, 
'  and  be  proud  thereof.    What  can  I. 

*  (ay  more?— For  you  are  your  own 

*  miftrefty  at  I  am  my  own  mafter:  and 

*  you  fliall  ahjimys  be  your  own  mif- 

*  trefs,  be pleafed  to  mark  that;  forfo 

*  a  lady  ot  vour  prudence  and  expe- 

*  rience  ought  to  be. 

<  Thit  it  a  long  letter.  Butthefub- 

*  je£l  requires  it;  becaufcL  I  would  not 

*  write  fwice  where  wee  would  do.  So 
'  would  explain  my  fenfe  and  meaning 
♦^t  one  time. 

<  I  have  had  writing  in  my  head, 

*  fiv0  ^jjh^  moHtbi  virj  near\  but 

<  hardly  knew  how  (being  unprafiifed . 
'  in  thefe  matters)  to  begin  to  write. 

*  And  now,  good  lady,  be  favourable 

<  to  jroar  m9fi  humhU  hver^  aud  o^e* 

*  duBtfervant, 

•  Ant,  Hahlowb.^ 

Here^s  a  letter  of  courtfliip,  i^y  dearl 
•r*And  letme  Aibjoin  to  it,  that  if  now, 
or  hereafter,  I  fliould  treat  this  hideous 
lover,  who  is  fo  free  with  me  to  my 
mother,  with  afperity,  and  you  ihould 
be  difgnfted  at  it;  I  fliall  think  you 
don*t  give  me  that  preference  in  your 
love,  w)iich  you  have  in  mine. 

Ajad  now,  which  fliall  I  firft  give 
youi  the  anfwer  of  my  good  mamma; 
or  the  dialogue  that  paiHKl  between  th^ 
widow  mother,  and  the  pert  daughter, 
if  pon  her  letting  the  latter  know  that  flie 
liad  a  love-letter? 

I  think  ybu  flull  have  the  diahgui. 
Bnt  let  me  promife  one  thing:  that  if 
you  ibink  me  too  free,  you  muft  not  let 
it  run  in  your  head,  that  I  am  writ- 
ing of  jour  uncle,  or  of  my  rnotber; 
Imtof  a. couple  of  old  lovers,  no  mat-  * 
ter  wliQm.    Reverence  it  too  apt  to  bt 
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forgotten  by  childrciiy  whan  the  nvi^- 
rends  iia%^\jirfi  what  belongs  to  their 
own  charaAers.  A  grave  remark,  and 
therefore  zxyour  iervice,  my  dear. 

Well  then,  fuppofe  my  mamma  (af* 
ter  twice  coming  into  my  clofet  to  me» 
and  at  often  going  out,  with  very 
meaning  features,  and  lips  ready  to 
burft  open,  but  ftill  clofed,  as  if  by. 
eompulfion,  a  fpeech  going  off  in  a 
flight  cough,  that  never  went  near  the 
lungs)  grown  rooi-e  refolute  the  third 
time  of  entrance,  and  fitting  down  by 
me,  thus  begin. 

Mother.  *  I  have  a  very  feriMt  mat* 

*  ter  to  Ulk  with  you  upon,  Nancy, 

*  when  you  are  difpofed  to  attend  t<» 
'  mattert  <witbin  ourfelvet,  and  not  let 
* '  matters  nvitbout  ourfelvet  wholly  en- 

*  grofs  you.' 

A  good  fel<oe'tJb  fpeech!— But  I 
thought  that  friendfliip,  gratitfide,  and 
humanity,  were  matters  that  ought  to 
be  deemed  of  the  moft  intimate  con* 
cern  to  us.  But  not  to  dwell  upon 
words: 

Daughter.  ^  I  am  nonu  difpofed  to 

*  attend  to  every-thing  my  mamma  is 
«  dUhofed  to  fay  to  me.* 

Sf.  *  Why  then,  child— Why  then, 
«  mydear'— [And the  TOod  lady's  face 
looked  fo  plump,  fi  imooth,  and  fi' 
fliiningl]— *  I  fee  you  are  all  attention* 
«  Nancyl— But  don't  be  furpriaed!— 

*  Don'tbeuneafyl— Butlhave— Ihave 
«  — Where  is  it?'— [And  yet  it  lay 
next  her  heart,  never  another  near  it— • 
So  no  difficulty  to  have  found  it]— <  I 

*  have  a  Utter ^  my  dear! '-»[  And  out 
from  her  bofom  it  came:  but  flie  ftill 
held  it  in  her  hand]— <  I  h^vcz  letter^ 
«  child.— It  is— It  is— It  is  £iom«^ 
'  from  a  gentleman^  I  aflure  you!'— 
[Lifting  up  her  head,  and  fmiling.] 

•  «  There  is  no  delight  to  a  daughter,^ 
thought  I,  *  in  fuch  furprizes  as  feeni 
'  to  be  colliSling,     I  will  deprive  my 

*  mother  of  the  fatisfa^ioii  of  making 

*  a^riz^Kiz/difcovery.' 

D.  *  From  Mr.  Antony  Harlow^,  I 
'  fuppofe,  Madam?' 
Af.  [Lips  drawn  clofer:  eye  raifed] 

*  Why,  my  d«arl—I  cannot  but  gwn— 

*  But  how,  I  wonder,  could  you  think 

*  of  Mr.  Antony  Hariowe?' 

\P.  «  How,  Madam,  could  I  think 
«  of  any. body  £J(^/' 
Af.  '  How  could  yon  think  of  any* 
sUa         -      «bod/ 
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back  her  face.]  <  But  do  you  know  the 
fubje^,  Nancy?* 

/).  *  You  have  told  it,  Madam>  by 
yOur  nwnncr  of  breaking  it  to  nic. 
fiuU  indeed,  I  queftioned  not  that 
be  had/tvo  motivet  in  his  ^ifits  here 
•«-JBoth  equally  agreeable  to  me^  for 
all  tluit  family  love  me  dearly.* 
Af.  '  No  love  loft,  if  fo,  bet^mteii 
you  and  them.  But  this'  iRi/t»g\ 
IS  what  I  get— So  like  your  papal— 
t  never  could  open  my  heart  to  him!" 
D.  *  Dear  Madam,  dzcnfe  me.  Be 
fo  good  as  to  open  your  heart  to  me* 
—I  don*t  love  the  Qarlowes^But 
pray  excufc  me,* 

Af .  •  You  have  put  me  quite  out  with 
^  your  forward  temper  I  *"  [Angrily  fit-, 
ting  down  again.] 

D,  <  I  wiil  be  all  patience  and  atten- 
tion. ,^ay  I  be  allowed  to  read  hia 
letter?' 

M,  '1  wanted  to  adnnfe  ^ith  you 
upon  it.-*Eut  you  are  inch  a  ft  range 
creature!— You  are  always  for  an- 
fwcnng  ^oe  before  one  ipeaka! ' 
D*  '  You'll  be  ib  good  as  to  forgive 
me,  Madam. -«->But  I  thought  every- 
body (he  among  the  reft)  knew,  that 
you  had  always  declared  againft  a  fe- 
cond  marria^.'* 

M.  *  And  \Q  J  have.    But  then  // 
nuas  in  the  mind  I  was  in.    Thinga. 
may  offer—* 
I  (tared. 

M.   *  Nay,,  don't  be  furprized!— I 
don't  intend— I  don't  intend—* 
Z).  *  Not  perhaps,  in  t&e  'mndj$u 
arei/if  Madam.' 

M,  *  Pert  creature!'  [RiCngaeain] 
— «  We  fliall  quarrel,  I  fee!— There's 
^jo— *     ' 

D,  *  Once  more,  dear  Madam,  I  beg 
your  excufe.  I  will  attend  in  filence. 
•^Pray,  Madam,  fit  down  agaiVi«-« 
Pray  do.*  [She  fat  down]— •  May  I 
fee  the  letter?* 

*  N03  there  are  fome  things  in  it 
you  won't  like.— Your  temper  is 
known,  I  find,  to  be  unhappy.  But. 
nothing  ^A^  againft  youj  intimations, 
on  the  contrary,  that  you  ftull  be 
the  better  for  him,  it  you  oblige, 
him.' 

Not  a  living  fbtil  but  the  Harlowes, 
J  laid,  thought  me  ill-tempered:  and  I 
was  contented  that  //(^  (houid,  who 
tould  do  as  they  had  done  by  the  moft 


unii^erftilty  acknowlcd^  ^rec^efr  In 
the  world. 

Here  wfc  broke  out  a  Kttk^  but  at 
laft,  ftke  read  n^e  (bme  of  the  paftag«s 
in  tbe  fetter.  But  not  the  mof'migbtify^ 
ridiculous;  yet  t  could  hardly  keep  my 
countenanee  neith^,  ef]f>ccia11y  when 
flie  came  to  that  paftkge  which  men- 
tfons  his  fiuhd  health  ^  and  :it  whick 
fbt  ftopt;  ike  beft  knew  why — ^But  foon 
reAimmg: 
M.  <  Wetl  now,  Nancy,  CeR  me  what 
yon  think  of  it.' 

D.  *  Nay,  pray.  Madam,  tcB  nxe 
what^tftf  thinlc  of  it.' 
M.  *  I  expeft  to  be  anfwerrd  bj  aa 
anfwer;  not  by  a  queftion! — Yoa 
don't  iift  to  be  fo  fty  to  ipeak  youc 
mind.* 

D.  *  Not  when  my  mamma  com- 
mands me  to  do  fo.' 
M,  •  Then  fpeak  it  now.* 
/).  « Without  hearing  the  whole  of 
the  letter?' 

M^  *  Speak  fo  what  you  baveheard^* 
Z>.  ^  Why  then,  Madam— Yon 
won't  be  my  mamma  Howe,  if  yoa 
give  way  to  it.* 

M .  '  I  am  furprized  at  your  aflur- 
ance,  Nancy!' 

JD.  *  I  mean,  Madam,  you  will  then 
be  my  mamma  Harlowb.* 
M.  *  O  dear  heart!— But  I  am  not  a 
fool.' 

And  her  colour  went  and  came. 
D^  *  Pear  Madam,    [But,  indeed, 
I  don't  love  a  Rarlowe— that's  what 
I  meat)]  I  am  tout  child,  and  sa^ 
be  your  child,  do  what  yon  will." 
Af.  •  A  very  pert  one,  I  am  fure,  at 
ever  mother  bore  1  And  you  avi^be 
my  child,  do  what!  <Evi///— 'As  much 
as  to  fay,  jon  would  nor,  if  yoo 
could  help  It,  if  I—' 
2>,  *  How  could  I  have  (bch  a  tfaoug^tl 
-—It  would  hc/orfivardg  indeed,  if  I 
«-  had — when  I  don*t  knovir  what  your 
mifui  is  as  to  the  propofalx-^wheii 
the  propofat  is  b  very  advanta|^eus 
a  one  too.* 
M.  [Lookmg  4  little  left  dikom- 
pofed]  <  Why»  indeed,  ten  tliovlaad 
pounds— • 

D.  *  And  to  be  fiir(  ^f  ootCvisg 
him.  Madam  r 
This  ftaggered  (er  a  little, 
M,  *  j'«r</— Nobody  can  be  f«— 
But  it  is  very  Ukcly^  that—' 
JD.  *NotatalI,W&<laAir  Toiiwaa 
«gwif 
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gatng  to  1*^^  fomfttfimgr  ^but  ftopt) 
about  ht9  coiillitution:  his  fobriety 
is  well  knoiBvn — Why',  Madam,  tha(c 
geinlemtnwfao  haveured  the  fea,  and 
becQ  in  different  clin)at^8|  and  come 
home  to  relax  from  cares  in  a  rem- 
pemte  one,  and  are  rpber^— are  the 
Hkelieft  to  live  lon^  of  any  men  in 
the  world«    Pon^t  you  fee  that  hit 
Tcry  flctn  is  a  fortification  of  buff?* 
M.  *  Strange  cteaturcr 
/>.  «  06d  Forbid,  that  anybody  I 
love  and  honour,  Aiould  marrv  a  man 
in  hopes  to  burjf  ^/>«— B«t  Juppgfe, 
Madam,  at  yonr  tim^of  life — ' 
M»  *  My  time  of  life  >— Dear  heart! 
-*What  is  my  time  of  life,  pray?' 
D,  *  Not  old.  Madam;  and  that  you 
are  not,  may  be  year  danger*' 
As  I  hope  to  K¥e,  (my  dear)  my  mo- 
ther ftniled,  and  looked  not  difpleafed 
with  xnc- 

M,  *  Why,  indeed,  child— Why,  in- 
deedf  I  muft  needs  fay— And  then  I 
fiioujld  chufe  to  do  nothing  (fro ward 
as  yoti  are  fametimes)  to  bortvou,^ 
D.  <  Why,  as  to  that,  Madam,  I 
can't  aaipe^  that  you  (hould  deprrfe^ 
yo^rielf  of  aiw  fktisfaftion — ' 
"if.  '^d/f^AW,  mydcart— Idon't 
lay,  it  vould  be  a  fatts/aflioii'-^l^ut 
cotkd  1  do  ahy-thingthat  would  be- 
meiiKjeUf  it  would  perhaps  be  an  in- 
dtrcement  to  hcild  «iv/ conference  opon 
the  AilMeft/ 

f).  *  Mj  fortune  already  will  be 
more  confideribie  than  my  match,  if 
I  am  to  have  Mr.  Hickman.* 
M.  *  Why  fo?— Mr.  Hickman  has 
fjftnne  enough  to  entitle  him  to 
yours. 

/>.  *  UjoH  think  fo,  that's  enough.' 
iUF.  <  Not  but  I  AiQuld  think  the 
worfe  of  myfclf,  if  I  defined  any-, 
bodyV  death;  ^t  I  think,  as  ydu 
&y,Mr.  AntonyHartowcisa  hsahhy 
maHy  and  bids  tair  for  a  Icmg  lifo.' 
«  Bkh  me,'  thought  1,  *  how  fhall 
I  do  to  know  whemer  this  be  an  ob- 
{eftion  or  a  recommendation ! ' 
J).  *  WiU  you  forgive  me,  Madam?' 
M.  <What  would  the  cu\  fay?' 
[Locking  as  if  fbc  was  half  afraid  to 
hear  what.) 

J>,  <  Ooly,.  that  if  you  marry  a  main 
*  of  Bfi  thnc  of  life,  you^  f^and  two 
«  diattc««  iafttid  of  one,  to  be  a  nurfe 
*atji»irtitii^df  life.' 
JUL  f  ^Mi^hoxl' 


D.  «  Dear  Madafn!-*What  I 

<  Is  only,  that  thefe  healthy  old  mea 

*  fometimes  fall  into  lingering  dilor- 
*Mers  all  at  once.     And  I  humbly 

*  conceive,  th^t  the  infirmities  of  ag€ 
^  are  uneafily  borne  with,  where  the 

<  remembrance  of  the  pleafanter  ieafoa 

*  comes  not  in  to  relieve  the  healthier 

*  of  the  two/ 

M. « Aftrangcgirl!--yethishealthy 

*  conftitution  ah  obje£iion  juft  now!— 

*  3nt  I  always  told  you,  that  you  know 

*  either  too  much  to  be  argued  witfa^ 
'  or  too  little  for  me  to  have  patience 

*  with  you.'  ' 

D.  *  1  can't  but  fay,  1  (hould  be  glad 

*  of  your  commands,  Madam,  how  to 

*  behave  myi^Yf  to  Mr.  Antony  Har* 

*  lowe  next  time  he  comes.' 

Af.    «  How  to  behave  yourfelf  t^.^ 
«  Why,  if  you  retire  wijh  contempc 

*  of  hjm,  \Aen  he  next  comes,  ft  will 

*  be  but  as  you  have  been  ufed  to  do  of 
«  late.' 

D.  *  Then  he  is  to  come  again,  Ma-' 
«  damr 
Af.  *'  And  fuppofe  he  be?* 
D.  *I  can't  Kelp  it,  if  it  be  your 

*  pieafure,  Madam.     He defircs  a  linQ 

<  in  anfwer  to  liis  fine  letter.    If  he 

<  come,  it  will  be  in  purfuancc  of  that 

*  line,  I  prefurac?' 

M.  *  None  of  your  arch  and  pert 

*  leers,  girl! — You  know  I  won't  bear 

*  them.     I  had  a  mind  to  hear  whaa 
'  you  would  fay  to  this  matter.  I  have 

<  not  written;  but  I  ihall  prefently/ 
/>.  '  It  is  mighty  good  of  you.  Ma* 

^  dam,  (Ihopethcman  will  thinlc  fo) 

*  to  anfwer  his  firlt  application  by  let- 

*  tcr.— ?ity  he  Jbould  nji/riu  ituia,  [if 
'  once  will  do," 

M.  *  That  fetch  won't  let  you  into 

<  my  intention,  as  to  what  I  ihall  write. 

*  It  is  too  faucily  put.' 

Dm  *  Perhaps  I  can  guefs  at  your  iw 

*  tention,  Madam,  were  it  to  become^ 
«  me  fo  to  do.^ 

M.  *  Perhaps  I  would  not  make  % 
«  Afr.  fl/V^tf«  of  any  man;  ufinghinoL 
«  the  worfe  for  rcfpcfting  me.^ 

/).  *  Nor,  perhaps,  would*!,  Ma- 
«  dam,  if  I/il/i/higrcfpeas.' 

Af.  *  I  underftand  you.«  But,  per« 
*■  haps,  it  is  in  jour  power  to  make 

*  me  hearken,  or  not,  to  Mr.  Har-' 
«  lowe.* 

D,  *  Voung  men,  who  have  proba- 
5'  bly  a  great  deal  of  time  before  them» 

'  need 
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*  ncednotbehilHiderortwilv.    Mr* 

*  Hickman y  poor  man !  nroft  Azy  hit 

*  timc^  or  take  hi$  remedy.* 
Jd,  'Hebeai'smorefroinyouitbana 

*  man  ought.* 
D.  *  Then,  I  doubt,  be  givet  am* 

*  ion  for  the  treatment  he  meets  with** 
Jtf*  '  Provoking  creatui^r 
D.  *  I  have  but  onerequcft  to  make 

*  to  you.  Madam/ 
Af.  <  A<^i>«/one»iruppoie.  What 

*  ii  it,  pray?*^ 
/).  «  That  if  you  marry,  /  may  be 

*  permitted  to  live  Angle/ 
M.  *  PerveHe  creature,  rmfure!* 
D.  *  How  can  I  exjpeA,  Madam, 

*  that  you  fliould  refute  fuch  terma  f 

*  Tin  tboufoMd  p^ndsl'^^At  the  iatfl 

*  ten  thouland  DOund»!— -A  very  hand* 

*  Ibme  pi'oporal!<»So  many/ntf  thu^i 

*  too,  to  giveyott  OA^^^  Mir/«-Deareft 

*  Nfadaro,  forgive  me!— I  hope  it  i$ 

*  sot  yet  fo  fai-  gone^  that  raillying 

*  this  matt  will  be  thouglit  want  of  duty 

*  to  you,* 
m.  «  Vour  raillying  of  him^  and 

'  your  rcvnenoato  tm^  it  is  plain,  h4V0 

*  Mt  (borce.* 
/>.  *  I  hfpe  not,  Madam.    But  ten 

*  thoufand  pounds*— * 
M,  <  Is  no  unhandfome  propofal.* 
D,  *  Indeed  J  think  To.     I  hope,. 

*  Madam,  you  will  not  be  behind-hand 
'  with  him  in  generofity.* 

AC   «  He   won't   be   ten   thoufand 

*  pounds  the  better  for  me,  if  he  fur* 
«  vivc  roe,' 

Z>.  '  No,  Madam }  he  can*t  expe£t 

*  that  as  vou  have  a  daughter,  and  aa 

*  he  is  a  batcbehr^  and  bos  not  a  cbiUl 
«  ^Poor  old  loulr 

M.  *  Oldfiul^  Nancy!— And  thus  to 

*  call  him  tor  beinz  a  botchelor,  and 

*  not  having  a  child? — Does  this  be- 

*  come  yo\i?* 
D.  <  Not  0/i/yoH/ for  that.  Madam— 

*  But   half   the  fumj    live  thoufand 

*  pounds;  you  can't  engage  for  lefs, 

*  Madam.' 
Af .  *  That  fum  has jrmrr  approbation 

'  *  then  ?^  [Looking  as  if  (he'd  be  even 
with  me.] 

/) .  <  As  he  leaves  it  to  your  ^nerofity, 

*  Madam,  to  reward  his  kindnefs  to 

*  you,  it  can't  belefs.— Do,  dear  Ma- 

*  dam,  permit  me,  without  incurring 
<  your  difpleafure,  to  call  him/«0riM 
•yo*/ again.' 

A/.   *  Never  was  fuch  a  whimlical 
'  creature!'— [Turning  away  tohidfii^ 
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involontary  fmtks  ^  Ibelieie  I 
ed  very  archly;  at  leaft  I  imeaied 
fo]— a  hate  that  wiekedHy  look.  Yi 
'  give  yourfclf  very  firee  ain— Doc 
«  you?' 

D.  I  fnatched  her  hand,  and  kxAl 
it—*  My  dear  mamma,  be  not  MxtpfK 

*  with  your  girl  1 — You  have  toUl  m 

*  that jw«  was  very  lively  fannerl  j.* 
Af.  «  Formerljl   Good  lackl — ^B«t. 

*  were  I  to  encourage  his  propoAisy 

*  you  may  be  (bre,  that  for  Mr.  Hick- 

*  ntan*8  fake,  as  well  as  yours,  1  fcnwkf 
<  make  a  wile  agreement.' 

/>.  *  You  have  both  lived  f»  yen  cC' 

*  prudence.  Madam.' 
M.  *  Yes»  I  fuppofe  I  am  taMJiml 

/>.  <  He  al(b  is  for  making  a  «i^ 

'  Afrr/NMAf,  or  hinting  at  one,  at  leaft.* 

M.  *  Well,  the  ftort  and  theloag  I 

*  fuppofe  is  this ;  I  have  not  your  oMa- 
«  fcnt  to  marrv.* 

Dm  <  Indeed,  Madam,  you  have  aot 

*  my  nuijhes  t6  marry.* 
Af  •  *  Let  me  tell  jmi,  that  if  pra- 

^  dence  confifta  in  wiOiiiig'  well  (omtV 

*  filf,  I  fee  not  but  ^^foto^JirU  are 
'  as  prudent  as  thetZ/^im.* 

i).  *  Dear  Madarafwonld  you blaaie 

*  me,  if  to  wifi)  yoo  not  to  many  Mr. 

*  Antony  Harlowe^  it  to  wifli  wdl  lo 

Af.  *  You  are  mtgbty  witty.  I  wilh 

*  you  were  as  dutiful.* 
i>.  <Iammoredutiful,Ihi^dian 

*  witty;  orlihouldbeafeol«aaweIl 

*  afs  a  faucebox.* 
Af.  'LetHv/judeeofbotb.— Fnttts 

'  are  only  to  live  for  their  chiktai,  kt 

*  them  deferve  it  or  not.    Tint's  tbar 

*  dutiful  notion  V 
D.  *  Heaven  forbid  that  I  ihould 

f  wiih,  if  there  be  two  interefta  betiveca 

*  my  mother  and  me,  that  my  mo^ 

<  poftpone  her  own  for  mine!  orgtve^ 
'  up  any- thing  that  would  add  to  tbci 

<  real  comforts  of  her  Ufe^  to  Qbli|e 

*  met— Tell  me,  my  dear  mamnus  i^> 
'  you  think  the  domkg  with  this  pn* 

<  polkl  n^Ur 
M.  <Iiay,ThattcnthoiifandnoQods 

*  is  fuch  an  acquiiition  to  one^a  nmilyt 

*  that  the  ojfer  of  it  defervea  a  civil  it* 
«  turn.* 

i>.  «  Not  the  jf|rr»  Madamt  tht 

<  ibwtct  only !  —It,  indeed,  yon  have  a 

<  view  to  an  increa&  of  family,  tka 

<  money  may  previda        * 
Afu  «Yottcan^kc»wlihuitDlaaUe 
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[^^^  Wan^s !— 'That  (avcy  iecx  I  caafnot 
y^^  sway  with*-*' 

!^r-J).  *  Deareft,  deareft  Madam,  for- 
"^ghre  me;  but  MfitA  ran  in  my  bead 
^* again!— Nay,  indeed  and  upon  my 
*[^  wordy  I  will  not  be  robbed  of  that 
^H  charmtne  Tmile  l*  And  again  I  ktfled 

^  Hf.  «  Away»bold  creature!  Kothtng 
'^*  can  be  (a  provoicin^  as  to  be  made  to 

}f  fmile  when  one  would  cbufe^   and 
*|^  titgbt^  to  be  angry-' 
P     D.  <  But,  dear  Madam,  if  It  be  to  ^#, 
f  I  I  prefume  you  won't  think  of  it  be. 
^  foTznexi'winttr,^ 

'    M.  *  What  now  would  the  pert  one 
«««  beat?* 

D.  *  Becaufe  he  only  propoles  to  en- 
^'  *  tertain  you  with  pretty  fioriei  of  fo- 
^  *  mgn  naftont  in  a  winter's  evening, 
fi^  Deareft,  deareft  Madam,  let  me  have 
c'  ^  die  reading  of  his  letter  through.     I 

*  will  forgive  him  all  he  fays  about 
=   «  me.^ 

M.  ^Itmaybeavenrdi/ficultthing, 
:  '*  pediaps,  for  a  man  ot  the  beft  fen(e  to 
r  '  write  a  love-letter,  that  may  not  be 
•■    «  cavilled  at.' 

/>.  *  That^s  becaufe  lovers  in  their 
:  *  letters  hit  not  the  medium.  They 
:'    *  cither  write  too  much  nonienie,  or  too 

*  little.   But  do  you  call  thiso^  fouPs 

*  letter  [No  more  will  I  call  him  oid 

*  foul,  ifl  can  help  It]  a  love-letter?* 

M.  *  Well,  well,  I  fee  you  are  averle 

*  to  this  matter.    I  am  not  to  be  ^onr 

*  mother  \  yw  will  live  tingle,   if  / 
*■  marry.    I  had  a  mind  to  ice  if  gene- 

"   <  rafity  governed  you  in  your  views.  I 
'  thalipurfne  my  own  inclinations  J  and 

*  if  tbfjf  (tumid  happen  to  be  fuitable  to 

*  yours,  pray  let  me  for  the  future  be 

*  better  rewarded  by  you,  than  hitherto 

*  J  have  been/ 

And  away  ftie  flung,  without  ftaying 
fora  rep1y.»Vexed,  I  dare  fay,  that  I 
did  not  Detter  approve  of  the  propofal-* 
Were  it  only  tnat  the  merit  of  denying 
niglvt  have  been  all  her  own,  and  to  lay 
the  ftronger  obligation  upon  her  laucy 
daughter. 

She  wrote  fuch  a  widotv-Hke  refufal 
when  ihe  wejut  from  me,  as  might  not 
exclude  hope  in  any  other  wooer;  what* 
ever  it  may  do  in  Mr.  Tony  Harlowe. 

It  will  be  my  part,  to  take  care  to 
beat  her  oiFthe  y\^  ihe  half-promifes  to 
make  hhn,  (as  you  will  fee  in  her  an- 
f«er)  upon  condition  that  he  withdraw 
his  fuit..  For  who  knows  what  ^e^  the 


say 

dd  batchehyfs  fxot%de%^Fdtr-facyi 
€md,iutt'kmgbt  yon  know  is  a  firoTerb] 
snight  otherwiie  have  upon  a  woman'a 
mind,  wanting  nothing  bvt  unfleceT- 
faries,  gewgaws,  and  £neries,  and  of- 
fered fuch  as  are  tiot  eaiily  to  be  mac 
with,  or  pufchafed  * 

Well,  but  now  I  give  you  leave  to 
read  here,  in  this  place,  the  copy  of  my 
mother^s  aofwer  to  yonr  unde^s  Jettcr. 
Not  ope  commeiit  wjU  I  make  upon  it, 
I  know  my  duty  better.  And  hen^ 
therefore,  uking  the  liberty  to  hope« 
that  I  may,  in  your  preient  lets  dif^me- 
nble,  though  not  wholly  agreeable ^toa- 
tion,  pcovoke  a  fmile  from  you,  I  con. 
dude  myfelf,  your  evir'affifUoaattaaM 
faithful 


*  MRS.  ANNABELLA  HQWB,  TO  AS« 

*  TONY  ilARi.OW£^  £%q^ 

«  M«.  AKTOWY  HASLOWZ^ 

*  sm, 

*  1  T  IS  not  ufual,  I  believe,  for  our 
•*■  •  fex  to  anfwer  by  pen  and  ink  the 
firft  letter  on  tbefeoccafions.  TheJirJI 
ktter!  How  odd  is  that !  As  if  I  ex- 
peded  another;  which  I  do  not.  But 
then  I  think,  as  I  do  notjadge  pro- 
per to  encourage  yonr  propofsU,  there 
IS  no  reafon  why  I  ihoold  not  anfwer 
in  civility  where  ib  gp'eat  a  civility  is 
intetided.  Indeed,  1  was  always  of 
opinion,  that  a  peribn  was  entitled  to 
that,  and  not  to  ill-ufage,  becaufe  he 
bad  a  refpeft  for  me.  And  fo  I  have 
often  and  often  told  my  daughter. 

*  A  woman,  I  think,  makes  but  a 
poor  figure  in  a  roan^s  eye  afrerwards^ 
and  does  no  reputation  to  her  fex  nea- 
ther,  when  Ihe  behaves  like  a  tyrant 
to  him  before-hand. 

«  To  be  fiire.  Sir,  if  I  were  to  chinge 
my  condition,  I  know  not  a  gentle- 
man whofe  propofal  could  be  more 
agreeable.  Your  nephew  and  your 
nieces  have  enough  without  yon  :  axf 
daughter  is  a  iinc  fortune  without  me, 
and  I  ihould  take  care  Co  double  i«^ 
living  or  dying,  were  I  to  do  fuch  a 
thinjg;:  fo  nobody  need  to  be  the  worfe 
for  It.  But  Nancy  would  not  dunk 
Co. 

*  All  the  comfort  I  know  of  in  chil- 
dren, ia,  that  when  young  they  do 
with  us  what  they  will|  and  all  ia 

*  pretty 
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pretty  ifl  them  to,the?r  ttry  faiiltk; 
and  wbtn  .tbcy  are  grown  ufs  tbey 
think  ihetr  parents  mod  live  for  tbem 
ontf$  and  deny  themftlvea  every- 
thing for  their  fakes.  I  know  Ntmcy 
could  not  bear  a.  fathcr-inolaw.  She 
would  fly  at  the  very  thought  of  my 
being  in  carneft  K>  give  her.  one.  Not 
that  I  iland  in  6tar  of  my  daughter 
neither.  It  is  not  ^t  I  ft^onld.  But 
Ae  has  her  poor  papa's  fpirit.  A  very 
violent  one  that  was.  And  one  would 
not  chti fc,  you  know,  6ir,«to  enterinto 
any  affair,  that,  one  knows,  one  mtift 
renounce  a  daughter  for,  or  (he  a  mo^ 
ther.— Except  indeed  one's  heart  were 
mtfcif  in  xt|  whic^,  I  blelsGod,  mine 
is  not. 

'  I  have  now  been  a  widow  thefe  ten 
years ;  nobody  to  controul  me :  and 
I  am  faid  not  to  bear  controul :  fo^ 
Sir,  you  and  I  are  bcft  as  we  are,  I 
believe :  nay,  I  am  fare  of  it :  for  wc 
want  not  what  either  has{  having  both 
snore  than  we  krtow  what  to  do  with. 
And  I  know  I  could  not  be  19  the  Itaft 
accountable  forany  of  my  ways. 
<  My  daughter,  indeed,  thoaj;;h  ftie 
is  a  fine  girl,  as  girls  go,  (She  has  too 
mnch  fenfe>  indeed,  for  one  of  her  (ex; 
and  knows  ihe  has  t^]  is  more  a  check 
to  me  than  one  woo  Id  wifti  a  dangb- 
ter  to  he :  for  who  would  chufe  to  be 
always  fnapping  at  each  other?  But 
Oie  will  feon  be  married)  and  then, 
not  living  toget her » we  fhail  onlyt:oine 
together  when  we  are  pleafcd,  and 
ftay  away  when  wt  are  not;  and  Co 
like  other  lovers,  never  fee  any- thing 
but  the  heft  fides  of  each  other. 

*  I  own,  for  all  this,  that  I  love  her 
dearly  $  and  (he  me,  I  dare  fay :  fo 
would  not  wtfll  to  provoke  her  to  do 
•therwife.  Befides,  the  girl  is  fo  tirach 
regarded  every-wheie,  that  having 
lived  i'o  much  of  my  prime  a  widow, 
I  would  not  hy  myfeif  open  to  her 
cenfures,  oreven  to  her  indifieixnce, 
JFOU  know. 

*  Your  generous  propofal  requires 
all  this  explicitnefs.  I  thank  you  for 
your  good  opinion  of  tne.  When  I 
know  you  acqusefce  with  this  my  ci- 
vil refufal,  [And  indeed,  Sir,  I  am 
as  much  in  eameft  in  it,  as  if  {  had 
fpoken  broader]  I  don't  know  but 
Nancy  and  I  may,  with  your  per  mi  f- 
fion,  come  to  fee  your  fine  things  $ 
for  I  am  a  great  admirer  of  raiitici 

A  that  come  from  abroad* 


'  do.  Sir,  let  OS  only  furerfe  ota* 

*  (ionally  as  we  meet  a>  we  tiM  to  do» 
*■  n^ithoQt  any  other  view  to  each  other, 
'  than  good  wiibes :  which  I  hope  may 

*  not  he  kflfened  for  dlis  decUning.  And 

*  then  I  Ikall  always  think  myftlf/sar 
«  obliged  ftr^iMmtp 

<  ANNJlBBLtAHOW£* 

*  P.  5.  I  Tent  word  by  Mrs.  Losi- 

'  mer,  thatl  would  write  anan- 
'  fw«A-  i  but  would  take  time  for 
*  confidcration.  So  hope,  Sir,  you 
'  won*t  thmk  it  a  flight,  I  did  not 
'  write  foooer.* 

LETTER    XXXII. 

MR.   LOVELACE,    TO   |ORN   BEL- 
FOfcD,  BS(^ 

stric9Ar,viYtr« 

IAm  too  much  diftorbed  in  my  fflind> 
to  think  of  any- thing  hut  revenge  \ 
or  I  did  intend  to  give  thee  an  actount 
of  Mifs  Harlowe's  observations  on  the 
play.  Mifs  Harloive's  I  jay.  Thon 
i:noweft  that  I  hate  the  name  of  JUf' 
htvt )  and  I  am  exceedingly  ootof  bu> 
fvtour  with  her,  'and  with  her  fancy 
fiicnd. 

*  What's  the  flsatteriifw?'  fhoo'k 
afk. 

Matter  enough ;  for  whik  we  weiv 
at  the  play»  Dorcas,who  had  her  orders, 
and  a  key  to  her  kdy>  chamber,  as  wdl 
as  a  nmi^r-key  to  her  drawers  andma- 
hogany.cheft,  cloCet-keyamlall.foaB^ 
means  to  come  at  foroe  of  MiCs  Ho«e*s 
laft- written  letters.  The  vigilant  trench 
was  diredled  to  them  by  fmng  her  lady 
cake  a  letter  out  of  her  ftays,  and  pot 
it  to  the  others,  before  ihe  west  ovft 
with  me-^Aiiraid,  ai  the  vsomen  v|>- 
braidingly  tell  me,  that  I  Aloiild  find  it 

Dorcas  no  fooner  foniid  tbc»t  tten 
Ae  aflbmbled  three  ready  wnttn  of  the 

tbey  employed  ihemfelves  with  the  ot* 
moftdihgenre,  innaktiig  cxtrafts,ac- 
cording  to  former  direAiont,  itom  the6 
curfed  letters,  for  my  «fe«  Carkd,  I 
may  vvdl  cail  them*"Such  abujes!— 
Such  vinsUncel-iO  this  iittio  fury 
Mifs  Howel—Well  might  her  fancy 
friend  (who  has  been  equally  firee  uritii 
me, or  theoccafion  could  not  have  bseft 
fiTen)  bd  ib  violent  as  tekrtalywt  St 
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my  «i3ct«iB«09  lo  come  3|^  ttiieof  dM(b. 


,1  was  ht%  tbat  tbts  fiMr-onc>  at  fii 
«arl^  f  •  age^  with  a  ^9iUlitution  lb  firm, 
licaldi  Co  b^funittgK  cjEes  fo  fparl^ltng, 
«xpo6lati«iit,  tkeidloM,  lb  liwtly^  ami 
kept  (a  p««kMDUiating»  coo^d  not  be  ab- 
Ibhiiclyy  and  from  bcr  own  vigilance, 
A>  guardad,  and  fo  apprchcni^ve,  as  I 
kaac  fpuad  btr  to  be. 
<  ijpBLvkttng  cyef ,  Jack»  wbea  tbe  poeti- 
€al  tri  ba  have  faid  all  tfacv  can  ft>r  theisi 
ara  an  infallible  fign  of  a  rogoe^  ovToom 
fsr  a  rogue,  in  the  heart. 

Thau  maye(l  go  on  with  thy  preach « 
«KnH,  and  Lord  M.  with  hit  wiiiJoni 
of  nations,  I  am  noyf  more  afiured  of 
Ver  than  ever.  And  now  my  revenge  it 
up,  and  joined  with  my  love,  all  rtlift^ 
ance  noH  fall  before  k.  And  nwifl  fo* 
ieouily  do  I  fwear,  that  MifsHowe  (ball 
^MU  in  for  berjkack, 

Ano  Here,  |uft  now,  ia  another  letter 
brought  ft^m  the  Amc  little  virulent 
devil.     I  hope  to  procure  tranfcriptt 

r  from  that  too,  very  nifedily,  if  it  be  put 
to  the  tcft ;  for  |be  uucy  fair-one  is  re* 
iblved  to  go  to  church  this  mprningj 
net  fo  much  from  a  fpirit  of  devotion, 

.  1  hvft  reafon  to  think,  as  to  try  whether 
Ae  can  go  out  without  check,  controu), 
or  my  attendance. 

♦       ♦ 

I K  a  V  B  been  denied  breakfslUng  w{t)i 
Iter.  Indeed  (he  was  ^  little  di^ieafefi 
with  me  laft  night:  becaofe,  pp  pur  re- 
^rnfVom  the  pTa^,  I  obliged  her  to  pa  1^ 
the  reft  of  the  nigbf  with  t)ie  vromen 
and  me,  in  their  parlour,  fin4  to  ftav 
till  near  one.  She  told  me  ztparthig, 
^hat  (he  expe£Hd  to  have  the  wKole  next 
day  to  herfelf.  I  had  not  read  the  ex- 
*tr|i£^s  then  j  fo  wa^  all  affe^onate  i^e- 
*^^  awe,  an.d  dii^ance  ^  fpr  i  had  r^- 
iolved  t9  bjcgjn  a  new  courfe,  and,  \f 
Mflible,  to  banifli  a]l  jealoufy  and  fii- 
i^ldon  froip  her  hc^rt :  and  yet  I  h^ 
tfo  reaJbn  to  he  m\)ch  troubled  at  h^r 
pkH  (\ifpicions  j  fince,  if  a  yroman  wijl 
Continue  with  a  man  whpm  0ie  fufp^s, 
^hen  (kt  can  get  frpp  bijp,  pr  thinks 
tbk  cap^  I  vf\  niDp  it  |s  a  yeW  hopeful 

.    $nji  i«  vmPf   $|i9t  iaw  knfm  i 

wai  aware.  She  had  ordere4  ft  c]»9Jif, 
fin  fWlipif  «o  «9(cW4f  W  m^^mai  at- 
tendance. But  I  had  taken  proper  pre- 
cautions., yfm  mmi^  fair»y  iof« 


if*7 

ihatf  Jleliii^  tha  bottfe-ftmsti  waa 

within  Will's  call.  .■  ■  ^ 

1  hgd,  by  Siorcas,  repnstetad  her 
danffor  from  Singleton,  in  oeilcr  to  dil*^ 
(bade  (lar  ^oas  goiag  it  %tt,  unWia  (ht 
allowed  me  to  p>ten<i  httj  ^ax  I  V9^ 
anfwered,  with  her  nfual  faucy  fmart- 
licfa.  That  ifthei-awese  no'cauK  of  fear 
ol  being  nut  with  at  the  play- has  (e. 
wJien  there  wace  but  tw^  Diay.hpu(ca» 
iurely  t(iare  was  \ph  at  ctturcli,  wbe^ 
these  MKsa  fo  muufjf  chotchts.  Tkf 
e^irote^  were  pxdcSad  to  casry  her.  fe» 
§t.  James  "a  church.' 

But  H^  would  qot  be  ib  carelef^  of 
obliging  me,  if  (he  knpw  what  i  W€ 
nlready  eome  at,  and  how  the  womem 
ucge  me  on  $  for  tbry  are  eontinually 
com^aining  of  thf  rtfirtuMt  tbefUetai^ 
4try  ia  their  behaviour;  in  their  atten*' 
dance  $  tugUSii^  all  their  cfmcmrns  im 
thefr99t^houfe\  9Xid  keeping  this  thgant 
hack  OM0  eutir§ljfrHfrm<9mpajy^  that 
flu  (nay  ha«Genpiu(picion  of  them.  They 
doubt  not  my  generbfity,  they  fay  t  bnt 
m^hyt  ^'  my  own  fake,  in  Lord  M.'a' 
ftile,  Jb9ttldl  maif  fi  kng  a  A«rv^  rf 
fi  littk  termf 

'  Wonua,  ye  realm  well.  I  think  C 
will  begin  my  operaciops  the  mpnent 
4ie  cones  in. 

#     ■• 

I  HAVE  com^  at  the  le^er  brought 
h^'firom  Mifi  Howe  to-day.  Pl^t, 
cpnjurattop,  forcqy.  witchciaft,  all  go- 
in^  forward!*  I  (hall  iipt  be  able  toTee 
this  fdifj  narlotve  vfith  patienice.  As 
the  nymphs  below  n(W,  ib  do  I,  Why 
is  mgii  necejfary/  And  Sally  and  Pollf 
^pbraidiqgly  remind  me  pf  niy  jfirft  at* 
tempts  uppn  fhem(Hyes.  Ytifirce  an- 
f^cv$  T^oi  my  end?- And  yet  it  may,  }f  * 
there  l)(  trutji  in  thft  part  of  the  liber- 
tine'^ creed,  That  once  fubduedy  is  ai^ 
fwq^sfiibduedt  Anc)  yrnat  woman  an- 
fiw^rf  ^rmOtivelj/  to  th6  qqeilion? 

$^B  if  rWH^ '  Vm^  rcfpCes  to  ad- 
oil  Plfi  MMI  ^!?f*£^  MP<^  having  the  day 
t9,^erfplf.  pprfa?  t^lls  me,  that  die 
i^i^M  ^  4<^i^l  J>  ^f?"^  motives  pf 
piety-*Oons>  Jack,  is  there  impiety  in 
.  fcpi«gf»^'r-WPAi  W  it  not  be  the  higbcjj 
.  ^  9r  91^9  ^  laeclaim  pi^?  ^"4  i s  t^^ 
to  be  done  b^  her  ref  uiipg  to  fee  me, 
.ybcp  4^  i*  ^^^  devouter  frame  than 
,if\«Ji  >nr!hit  I  \^9^  her,  hate  her  hearti- 
ly!  She  IS  old,  ugly,  and  deformed.-— 
Buifi  Ibf  bU^ben^yl  Yet  (he  is  an 
3  X  Harlowei 
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fittrlovfet  and  I  do  and  onr  hate  her 
for  that. 

Bdtfince  J  mvift  not  fee  her,  [She 
will  be  miftrefs  of  herViuxr  nviUf  and  of 
hattMUf  truly !]  let  me  fill  up  «pr  timcy 
by  teUing  thee  what  I  hare  come  at.. 

The  Mt  letter  the  women  met  with» 
it  dated  April  ay  *.  Where  can  f^ 
hxn  put  the  prtctding  ones !— It  men* 
tiona  idc.  Hickman  ae  a  hnfy  fellow 
between  them.  Hickman  had  beft  take 
care  of  himfelf.  She  (ay t  in  it,  fi  I  boft 
*you  bave  no  caufe  to  repent  returning 
^hy  Norru^t  u  forthcoming  on  di- 
*  mwuL*  Now,  what  the  devil  can  this 
mean  I— Her  Norrit  forthcoming  on 
demand  !-^The  devil  take  me,  if  I  am 
out-Norris*dl'-^li  fuch  innocents  can 
allow  themfelves  to  plot,  (to  Norris) 
well  may  I.  #  . 

She  It  forry,  that  her  Hannah  canH 
keiAiitb  i&/pVf-And  what  if  ihe  could  ?•*- 
What  could  Hannah  do  for  her  in  fuch 
a  boitfe  as  this  P 

ne  wopten  in  the  houfe  are  to  be  found 
§ut  in  fne  breakfajling^  The  women  are 
lenraged  at  both  the  correfpondents  for 
this ;  aAd  more  than  ener  make  a  point 
^f  my  fubduing  her.  I  had  a  good  mind 
to  give  Mifs  Howe  to  them  in  fuU.pro- 
pertv.  Say  but  the  word.  Jack,  and  it. 
iiallbedone. 

She  is  glad  thift  Mifs  Harlowe  bad, 
Sbgugbts  of  taking  me  at  my  yoord*  She 
nvondered  I  did  not  offer  again.  Advifes 
her,  if  I  don't  foon,  not  toftety  nvitb  mi 
Colons  her,  to  keep  me  at  a  difiance ; 
4  not  to  permit  the  lea/ familiaritj'^SeQf 
Jaclil— See,  Bclford!— Exaaly  as  I 
thought  '.-—Her  vigilance  all  owin^  to 
'  a  cool  frieird  j  who  can  fit  down  quiet- 
ly, and  give  that  advice,  which  in  her 
pwncafe  flie  could  not  take.  What  an 
oncouragement  to  me  to  proceed  in  my 
devices,  when  I  have  reafon  \o  think, 
that  my  beloved's  rcferves  are  owing 
more  to  Nfifs  Howe's  cautions,  than  to 
her  own  inclinations!  But  it  iimyin- 
tfreft  to  be  honefl,  Mifs  Howe  telli  her*— 
Interest,  tools!— I  thought* thefe 
girls  knew,  that  mv  tnterejl  was  ever 
lijbfenrient  to  my  pUafwi. 

What  would  I  give  to  come  at  the 
.  fopies  of  the  letters  to  whipb  thofc  of 
Mift  Howe  are  anfwers ! 

The  next  letter  is  dated  Nfaysff  In 
Ihil  the  littTe  tenpagant  eaprefles  hir 


aftonidiment,  that  her  mother  fkoolA 
write  to  Mifs  Harlowe,  to  forbid  her  to 
obrrefpond  with'fier  daughter.  Mr. 
Hickman,  flie  fays,  is  of  opinion,  that 
fbe  ought  not  to  obey  her  mother.  How 
thecreepinff  fellow  trims  between  borii!- 
I  am  afraid,  that  I  moft  pnniih  bim,  as 
well  as  this  virago ;  and  I  have  a  ichrme 
rumbling  in  my  head,  that  wants  but> 
half  an  hour*s  roufing  to  bring  iisto 
form,  that  will  do  my  bufineft  upoa. 
both.  I  cannot  bear,  that  thepareiitai 
authority  fliould  be  thus  d^fpilcd,  thus 
trampled  under  foot— Kut  obferve  the 
vixen,  ^77/  twell  he  is  of  her  e^nign% 
for  her  mother  hawing  fet  her  upf  fba 
muft  bafue  fomebody  to  quarrei  nmth.-^ 
Could  a  Lovelace  have  allowed  himfclf 
a  ereater  licence  ?  This  girrs  a  devilifti 
rake  in  her  heart.  Had  flie  been  a  man, 
and  one  of  us,  flie*d  have  outdone  ut 
all  in  enterprise  and  fpirit. 

She  wants  hut  very  little  farther  pro- 
evocation,  flic  fays,  to  fly  pri^vatety  I* 
London,  And  if'  Jhe  does^  Jht  mil  not 
league  her.  till  Jhe  fees  her  either  honour*  . 
ably  married,  or  quit  of  the  nvretcbS^-^ 
Here,  Jack,  the  tranfcribcr  Sally  has 
added  a  prayer— <  For  the  Lord's  fake^ 
<  dear  Mr.  Lovelace,  get  this  furv  to 

•  X>ondon !'— Her  fate,  I  can  tell  tbee, 
}ack,  if  we  had  her  among  us,  Ihould 
not  be  fo  lone  deciding  as  her  friend's. 
What  a  gantlope  would  flio  run,  when' 
I  had  done  witn  her,  among  a  dozen  of 
her  own  pitilefs  fex,  whom  my  char- 
mer (hall  never  fee  !-«-But  more  of  this 
anon. 

I  find  by  this  letter^  that  my  fancy 
captive  had  been  drawing  the  cbaraAcrs 
of  every  varlet  of  ye.  Nor  am  I  fpared 
in  it  more  than  you.  *  The  man's  afoof^ 

•  to  he  fare,  my  </p«r.*— Let  me  perifii, 
if  they  either  of  them  find  me  one  !-«- 

•  A  Jiffy  fellow,  at  leaJl.'^QvixM  con- 
temptible I — <  I  Jet  not  but  thp  are  a 
yfet  of  /;|/3rr»<i/f'-«Ther^'s  for  thee, 
Belford!-«.<  and  ht  the  9^ektb^b.*~^ 
There's  for  thee,  Lovelace !— And  yet 
ihe  would  have  her  friend  marry  a  Boef^ 
fcbub,- And  what  have  any  of  ut 
done,  (within  the  l^nowlcdge  of  Mifs 
Harlowe)  that  (he  ihould  give  fuck  an 
account  of  us,  as  ihould  excufe  Co  muck 
abufe  from  Mifs  Howe  t-— But  the  oc* 
caiion  that  ^all  vvarrant^thh  abuie  it 

fOCOHMl 

She  blames  her,  for  ^i 


5eeYol.UIr{,e|r«rW4  f  |ecTol,m.I,ctlarUIViy. 


Mift 
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ttefiHtr&igton  h  ber  M^^  WTaUlful 
*ASj9a  are^  tvbat  cauUhave  bafptHedf 
''^^l/wolence  we're  ititemledf  he  «wwU 
'  mtji^firjbe  nigbt^l  I  am  afbaincd 
to  have  this  hinted  to  me  bf  this  vi* 
'mo.  Sally  writes  upon  thit  hmt^ 
.<  See,  Sir,  what  is  ex[>e)fte<l  from  ^ii» 
^  An  hundred  and  an  hnndred  timet 
'  hate  we  told  yon  of  this/-^And  £o 
they  have.  But,  to  be  fure,  the  adrice 
from  them  was  not  of  half  the  efficacy 
aa  it  will  be  from  M'tfi  Hpwe.'^*  Tou 

*  might  have  fat  up  after  ber,  &  tut 

*  gone  te  hedj\  furoceeds  (he. 

But  can  there  be  fucb  apprehenfioni 
-between  them,  yet  the  one  advife  ber  to 
ftay>  and  the.other  refolve  to  wait  my 
imperial  motion  for  marriage?  lam 
glad  I  know  that. 

She  approves  of  my  propofill  of  Mrs* 
Fre^chvilie^s  houfe. .  She  puts  her  upon 
czpeAinr  fettlementSj  upon  naming  a 
day:  and  concludes  with  miiCUng  upon 
.her  writing)  notwithftanding  her  mo- 
>ther*a  prohibitions  ^  or  bids  her  take 
4be  cetdeqkeuee,  Undutiful  wretches! 
How  I  long  to  vindicate  asainft  them 
.both  the inbilted  parenul  cTiara^er! 

Thou  wilt  fay  to  thvftlf,  by  this  tirnr, 
.*  And  can'this  proud  and  infolent  eirl 

*  be  the  fame  IA\(%.  Howe«  who  iighed 
<  forboneft  Sir  George  Colmar)  apd 
'who,  but  for  this  her  beloved  friend, 
'  would  have  followed  him  in  all  bjs 

*  broken  fortunes,  when  he-was  obliged 
•  5  to  quit  the  kinffdom  V 

Yes,  (he  is  the  very  (ame.  And  I 
always  found  in  others,  as  well  as  in 
myfeif,  that  a  firft  pailion  thoroughly 
fubdued,  made  the  conqueror  of  it  a 

•rover;  the  conquerefs  a  tyrant. 

WeU,  but  now  comes  mincing  in  a 

.  letter  from  one  who  has  the  honour  of 
deear  Mifs  Honve^j  comtuands^^  to  ac 
||uaint  Mifs  Harlowe,  that  Mifs  Howe 
i»  excefli*vely  concerned  for  the  concern 
/be  has  given  her. 

*  I  have  great  temptations,  on  tbi^ 

*  Qcc^n^  fays  the  prim  Gothamite, 
^  to  exprefs  my  onvn  refentments  upon 
*yourprefentfiate: 

*  Ntf9Vfn  refintmentsI'-^AnA  why 
did  he  not  fall  into  this  temptation  F-^ 
Why,  truly,  becaufe  he  knew  n^  what 
tha^ftate  was  which  gave  bimfo  tempt- 
ing a  £}3^)tdi*^0nly  by  a  coi^e^re,  and 
fo-forth. 

He  di«h  dances  in  his  fttle,  as  he  docs 

•  SeeVoUm,  Letter  I^X. 


inliis-gaitet  To  bitf  flirei  tobefur^,  fa« 
muft  have  made  the  grand  tour,  and 
collie  home  by  the  way  of  Tipperary .' 

^'And  being  moreover  forbid,'  favt 
the  prancer,  *  to  enter  into  the  cruel  fub* 

*  j*^i?.'— This  prohibition  was  a  mercy 
to  thee,  friend  Hickman!— -But  why 
eruelfubjeS,  if  thou  knoweft  not  what 
it  is,  but  conje^urefl only  from  the  dis- 
turbance it  gives  to  a  girl,  that  is  her 
mother's  di£irbance,  will  be  thy  dir» 
turbance,  and  the  dtfturbance,  in  turn» 
of  every -body  with  whom  (he  is  inti- 
mately acquamtcd,  uhlefs  I  have  the 
humbling  of  her  ? 

In  another  lettar-f,  the  little  fury 
profeiFes,  ihatjbe  will  <write,  and  that 
no  mzxifiaU  v/rite  for  her,  as  if  ibme 
medium  of  that  kind  had  been  pro* 
pofed.  She  approves  of  her  fair  friend's 
mention  to  leave  me,  ifjhe  can  be  re^ 
ceived  by  her  relation;.  I  am  a  vnretcb^ 
afooUJb  viretcb.  She  hates  me  for  my 
teaxMf  Vfcys,  She  has  jt{ft  made  an 
acquasntance  vfith  one  *wbo  kno*ws  a  vqfi 
deal  ef  my  private  bifiory.  A  curfe  up  - 
on  her;  ancl  upon  her  bifbrio^raphert— - 

*  The  man  is  really  a  villmn^  an  exe^ 

*  er able  one." ^^\>vi'^  take  her! — Had 
I  a  dotcen  Uvis,  I  might  have  forfeited 
tbem  all  tvfenty  crimes  ago.  An  odd 
.way  of  reckoning,  Jack  \ 

.  Mifs  Betterton,  Mifs  Lockyer,  are 
named— Ti6«  man  (ihe  in-everently  re« 
peats)  (he  again  calls  a  villain^    Let 

.me  periih,  I  repeat,  if  I  am  called  a  vil- 
lain for  nothing  I —She  nvill  have  her 

•  uncle  (as  Mifs  HarUwe  requeft8)^irxr</. 
ed  about  receiving  ber,  Dorcas  is  to  be 
attached  to  her  interejf :  my  letters  at^e 

.  to  be  come  at  byfurpri%e  or  trick. 
What  thinkeft  thou  of  this,  Jack? 

.  .  Mift  Howe  is  alarmed  at  my  attempt 
to  come  at  a  letter  of  hers. 

r     Were  I  to  come  at  the  knowledge  qfher 

freedoms  ivitb  my  charaSer,  ike  fays, 

JbeJboM  be  afraid  tofiir  out  without  a 
guard,  I  would  advife  the  vixen  to  get 
her  guard  ready. 

I  am  at  the  head  of  a  gang  of wr  etches  ^ 
[Thee,  Jack,  ami  thy  brother  varlets, 
me  owns  (he  means]  who  join  together 
to  betray  innocent  creatures,  ami  to  fup-» 
port  one  1  another  in  their  villainus^^ 
What  fayeftthou  to  thiStBeltbrd? 

She  vjonders  not  at  her  melancholy  re* 
fUBiantfor  meeting  me.  for  being  forced 
Upon  me,  and  tricked  ty  me.'^l  hop** 

t  Set  Utter  XI.  of  ihii  Volume. 

J  X  %  Jack, 
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tth! 

%'otb  a  ^oyiBlMr^eM  AcOnfh  h  hilljgr 
the.    ^^^pe'Sk  ^x^^in  thurkwefor 

f cfthitWiefet  ?h  thifc  lettfer :  fe  f  tofltt  ftnd 
in  opjfertijnrty  tt>  ^dWi'c  %t  \t  wyifelf. 
Nbbferarft»  tKey  Ay,  it  eoviHaifis^^tft 
i  aft  zHedkeift  and  an  1)'\iiidi*ed  vtic  feK 

Mk  foffefiok  0f  ^  deart, .Md 'of  ttk 
hearts  of  all  her  frletitis,  in  the  feodt 
Y&rk  Mir,  Sk  oitdir  t9  fi^^kHH^  bir  to 
)kek  m^.  Agarn,  There  h  ufate  in  ber 
Wror,  flfe  fay^.— Whythen  /hotild  itit 

f'  r\^<i^'-^A4ver)ify  is  tir  jbinbig  time, 
nd  I  chft*t  tell  wh«— Yet  i\titrH> 
thanrk  the  m^n  to  whom  Oie  6w«8  the 
flhe! 

In  the  nrtct  Tefffer*,  Wk«ked  ^s  1 
hm,  fhe  fears  I  mufi  he'  hir  'lifd  ^hH 

I-h%-ro,- 

She  reti^a^s  What  flit' ft  Id  tfg^inft  mt 
ih'^erhft.— My  hchaVlbur  t6  my  "Rofc 
"bud  ;  IWifs  Warloive  to  take>]|5o(reflk)h 
T>f  Mf9.*PfetchviHe'%bdtiIi&i  Ito  fby 
^MiT.  SrticIUiVsj  the  ftaSw:  I'haVc  ih 
my  country  J  my  revcrfions:  hw  ^ou 
'W(Jni)-;'iiTy^rft)n|  nfy  addrefs,  [Somc- 
•thitigHkc  in  all  this!]  lire  brought  ib 
henjH^mr,  tb  induct 'her  itOW  Mt  'tb 
•Jeavciile.  HcKv do  1  IbYe to<pu'««Je thefe 

Yet  mitdzing  n^ms,  itfrtWs,  -tt^ 
*htt0krme,'^Art  Women  only'tbt^ate, 
1  trdw  ?J^The  fex,  may  tharik.  th^m- 

felves  fob  teaching  me  'to  dnt-tea^ 

them .    8o  the  headttit>ng  Cb^rles-XII. 

©f  Sweden  taught  the  Czav  Peter  to 

hyeat  him,  by  continuing  a^arWtth  the 
'  Mbfcovite*  iagalnft'the  ancient  m^^ims 

cF  his  kingdom^ 

*  Miij  etei'ttal  vfngMnee  •ftfRSUE 
-•  the  fAlhain,"    [Thank  Heaven,  (he 

does  not  ftLj  o*uerrake^  •  {fhe'gi'Ve  rothn 
•*•  iodottbtb'is  htrnour  T^^Womtn  can't 
'  fwear,  Jack"- fweet  fouls  f  they  can  oaly 

curfe.'  . 

I  am  faid,  to  douhf  her  hve^^Htvt  I 

itot  reafon  ?  And  Aie,  to  douht  My  or- 

(feirr— Ardour,  Jack  !— *Why,  'tis  very 
*nght— W6mcn,  as  Mifa  Howe  Cays, 

and  as  tvery  rake  knowty«  love  ar- 

^dourt! 


tlA&lMR   HA.1t£0Wt/ 


Me%^ftes  toof  tite ftf yMr^l 0^ 
\b€  n^tfne/Uion  nuute'iv  'btv  itncw  ■  cy 
nfciciiMfn  \A  tlOfrot  t***!  mtift  ImV^  ikn 
leHc^v*s  emln  ft^vbckftt^  Very  \eaA\ 
\^  I  beKdve. 

«heiky^  Bbth^eqwMyJMted,  wed 
fnnMgeii  ItgwAtfl  'kU  'hA"  fmrni^s  vStr, 
^fmrifin's  nvei^ht  bks  ifiem  tried  t^JI 
difihr.  VarJonve,  'as  'Wfii4n  Mr,  HiA^ 
iMinf V  t^  the  Mde.  *  At  wwr  <8Hf» 
-*  tbef^'  Aj^thc  vixen,  *  fiuhiktn^ 
*  Ihiked hrut^  ^^ihe novrld,  Her*mt. 
«  rk  "coftehtdes  her  ruiiAd'edrhiJ^.^*^Jii 
not  that  a  oM  ^ponwe,  kawtH  m  k 
VBpi^oach?«^9%  Ml  exMMedMUca- 
rtiotrs  fhm  her  nvben  m  d^refi  ^kk 
•afererefiNnd  'not  tojfir  em  meb  tO'fie^ 
hir^Iife.  .  $tieir«iaccufeii^  pnmedr' 
tation  and  contri*va»ct,  MtA  Uo^  xr 
emtethteU,  ike tthshevy fir tbtntfim 
'fny  fride  iHayfUt  mi'i^  fekthg^fitrBe 
vdijlmc9'jketttsif^  39ir  ttf-^.fjd  ttf^M 
(he  may .— R  hncrw^evident  to  btr,  thiK 
ihe  mvft  be  mine  Cfbr  fKrim^/b'Mor* 
den,  it  reerh8,is  fefanirift  her  tdv)*^ 
'An  ti9rof  hec^fllty^  'or  convenienee!^^ 
Thy  frtend,  Jack,  to  \/t  alroidvimMe 
a  Wohian^s  convenience!  is  *tbn  to  fib 
•borne  Illy  ft  l«v«hk2e  ? 

4  •fhall'iniAces^rett  mibdf 'Hiia  i«<le^« 
From  Mffs  Howe^s  hrntriif  tvMftt  {Miff, 
ed  between  htrtmdeHarioliN^ttAd  Hi«k- 
nrsin,  ritllb^beiii<fkmah]*I'ongife 
^rodm  formy»l*»nfft'bnrtopl4y5  ft>r4le 
tells  'her,  that  fte  wHl  not  YfioM  a/L 
I  muft  endeavour  to  c0ttie  at'thitf  kMr 
itiyfislf .  I  muft  have  'the  v^  ^Nroids  s 
^eietra^  will  not  do.  This  let^, 
'4iiki^  I  have  it,  mift  bcrmy'comiMl^ 
ftecr  by. 

The  fire  bf  frlehdft^  dMi  blMts 
andcradctes.  I  n^vefbefbre  imagined 
that  ro'fertenttiffitflidlliip'esuldi&Mift- 
lietween  tWb  fifler-Mtuti^,  bofh  tiMtflK 
But  even  Bife  it  "mtfy  be  hManied  fe^ 
oppofitkMi^^nd  by  tfMt'eiinthidWHftii 
which  gives  vigour  to  frtmile'{]pilifs'^ 
s'WarmsndronfahtMc  tftm. 

She  ra^es  tibout  doming  '^/(f^'fi 
dofngfie  jetmhbfrM^tfo^wUi^  iMi^ 
turefrom  fiooping  Ho  fc«to,  *4rflme»§er 
from  ftiin.'^Ofit'rted  to  ftpp6h)iiio^ 
th^r!  Ithink  TMUcMirNie  tkrlftfisg 
her  up. 

How  ^Mnes  It  (b  ^U,  fNt^l^dMMbt 
bd^  bi'MigfAemfcttwith  lbts'tir%o^s 
fplrit,  though  I  fufer  by  it  ?  fM  ]>ier 
but  httt,4^d  tt%lg«;iii*«N»l«LViime^ 


•  See  Letter  ItViX 
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iSKThat  pleafure  fliould  I  bare  }n  hrkik*' 
^mg  (kch  b  ^irk-t  <IImuM  ^'fh  forlber 
^v^fortone  months  tftdU»  I^hink.  61^ 
^vooldte  tooMme  and  ^iritleTa  fvrtne 
arfter  that.  How  fwectJy  pvcuy  to  fee 
Me  tub  feively  IraMktl,  when  hirmHIcd 
mod  bme,  foCh  6ttoiig  in  tt?e  dM-k*ft 
•conmr^f  n  room»  linn  -in  arm^  'w^eep^ 
iag  and  fobbing  for  each  other  l-—4.nll 
JVmr  dnparer,  their  tlilbn'Ae^onvltJg' 
w/«mpcffoa9  'fecliMid  at  myeafe  tniifae 
<£nneiobm,  iiacertm  to  which!  fhould 
iirft,  f^nd  %nior  iike»  threw  eutitiy 
handlweehitifl 

Apan  miiid  the  ehrl :  :fie*is^enf4gid 

'mt  tSe  fHariont^s:  Sit  ^  tuigry  at  her 

mtmamaUmri  iht  is  vMofpfratea  agairtfi 

tktr  fhtiifl  ^Hl  iow-n/Miy^d  Lovelace. 

•'F<roi.ffa«9  a  little  foadl  i[G<xi  focgive 

mtt  for  aalting  «  vinuoiA  girl  a  toM!^] 

«  Lstus.jh^p  teiilft  tbe  luvtuboutof  bis 

**dirtf.tb9Kgb  ^jue  fiilour  JmgirrindeiHg 

« ///  Hi  has  ndt  benf  piilty  dfdireA  in^ 

Hig§milftoym.*^Ait(tKm9^xtiimrdinary 

>«>  MiU  Ho^me.  that'l  have  not.    '*  M$r 

*  lAnVi^.'^-^he  ihotild  be;flire^  that. 

if  Wdtnen  Ihmre  'fu4h  tHwiga  tin  their 

heada;  why  (hould  not  I  in  m^'lraajh;? 

-^^mHit  fb'muibff^A  livoil  ds.  Utatiemes 

*H  ^iukbiif.    Smeb  'tfilkunmBS .  mtemms 

^immkl  buf^e  ^Jbe^n  iihtmftkfes  '^tftre 

fmo^^ff''! bad*tBems'»^*4.ovd  tekp  tbeinf 

Ste'tfaaapiita  herfnenduponucgit^ 

^  for  ftttiemenis^  lr€enc4^»<knd46''iofth,^*' 

'th  'rHmifir  Micaej  »mu,  flie  foyaj 

ind.telkllKr^wkit  ihe  Ifaail   fav,  to 

hfiga^iidl  *f$ritaanfffirtmfme.'^U  ft  not 

-tta  ckareotthea,  '}aak,<a6  >it  ifs  'tonKy 

•ftrat  I  Ihould 'have '43arr«Rl  any; point 

tfattgagD,  Hot  for  tfcia^mcif?  dkcre- 

•p^mc&s  kerfor  hoWMg  M.oi^fisrrY*.D 

anntpfi  aa  ihe  calls  it,  mmre  tkanmeetp- 

ymmUffy  tbim  ybe^bt  ttet  to  ita<ve 

>>fi»/.«-muls. thou  ftefi,  that  the  moHicft 

4t  4iM*feic^liMnn}»athiQG:  inmbe  wmid 

by  their  fliyiiers  and  dl (lance,  but  to 

^fwiUMf  rkie.'poor  AMour  thiy  ^ULrlceinoty 

^vIlMn  lt»c»iifnnnaetfdieir^li«Q9. 

nntmi!^ir4rMiitt$tbiMMth^ifower, 
^HkitcttaiKr^^  ij  fnftmeaMfyfutfugated 
'Uk,  ^'Sliete  %lfr bo^ihdf  myrtforma- 
'tS^toy  it^iiem%r*fi'^m  mftpvttmce  for 
^JlH^^buis^^e-'itfr  frnfoerrbod  any 
'^fim»iPitiKi,^fir'*Mat  vm^jgnd!  J  am  ^ 
V9m,tia'^9ims'MUfiii^er.  '1  thank 
ijKri;«r|lNa,'ifBf«aver.  HfjfV^go^ moral 
«6,  ibe  iayai   may  be  made  of  mjf 


4amutg  fyevmtiJ  ufitH  h^  <9  AiMrqw. 
I  am  glad  that  any  good  may  vawfroia 
my  a6taonk 

Annexed  t«  thU  letter  4e  «  paper  xhm 
fidoft  faucy  that  ever  was  written  of  n 
mother  by  a  daughter.  Thdve  are  m 
at  j«dh  fpee  reflexions  Upon  widowa 
and  'bolcheUrs,  that  I  cannot  batwoiw 
der  liow  M(ft  Howe  came  by.her  leam^ 
ing.  Sn:  Geovge  Goknary  I  can  toll 
«h«e,  *was  a  greater  fooL  than  thy  frieo4» 
Iff  (he  had  it  all  for  nothing. 

The  oontentfc  of  this  paper  aoquaiat 
Mifs  iHarlowe,  that  her  uncle  Antony 
•haa  3>een  making  pr^ofals  of  nmnrii^ 
to  her  motlier. 

The  old  fellow's  heart  oiight  to  be 
a  tough  one,  if  he  fucceed;  or  flie-wh» 
broke  that  of  a  mOch  wopthiar  maii^ 
the  late.Mr.liowey  wiU  foon  get  ml 
•of  him. 

-Biit  be  fhit  aa  it  may,  the  ftitpid  fo. 
(mily<isimade  moreirreconcileablethoa 
•ever  to 'their  goddefs*datighfer  fbrY>ld 
Antony  ^  ^thoughts  of  ^marrying:  fo  C 
am  Tnoreifecure  pf  her  thaA«ver.  Anil 
vet  I  believe  at  left,  that  my  tendor 
rheart  will  be^moved  in  her  favour.  >For 
I  ilid  not  wijb^  that  ihe  fliauid  ha«e 
M&tbii^  but  petfeamidn  And  diftrefs.-* 
.But  why.lmnB6  Aie  \ht  brutes,  as  JkdEila 
Jiowe  ya^ly  calls :tbemy  &}  anth  |  -trie 
•ifo4ittle? 

I  have  ftill  more  unpordooable  teas* 
fcii^s^frcMir  other  lettm. 


X^TT:E.R    XXXIII. 

a^ll.  ItOVBLA^Et    TO   JOHN  mEl^ 
FJORDy  Bt<^ 

Ttif£  neit  letter. la df  OfehiaTaM- 
turoytfaat,  XdareTay,thcle  proud 
'rogSBs-cwoold  not  haveihad*it  Sm  into 
tmy:  hand  SI  fort  the  world  *. 

r.iee  .b)r  it  to  'wkat  her  difplcafmre 
^th  me,  in  relatiaii  to  my  pix>po£ds» 
wa^  owing.  They  were  not  faaraied 
\«p,}it:MnS|  with  the  warmth,  with 
'thsivmteff,  v4ich  die  bad  expected. 

mns^whofei  letter  was  tramcribod  by 
iBoroas,  to  Jwhofelot  its  fell.  /Thou 
fbalttbavv'-eapxea  of  them  ^U  at  Ml 
.ieogtbihoitly. 

iM9mfytr  oafl^iin%  KttleHevllfops, 

*Jke  .'fiaksf •  amw/ v basBe  the : imdmrs 

ibat  bentfi  men  bavf,    Mifs  Ho(we  haa 


^  See  Utter  XXII« 


^»«JL 
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verv  pretty  ftneiM»  Jdck.  CTmrmtng 
«ri!  Would  to  Heaven  I  knew  wllc- 
3ier  my  fair-one  anfwers  l»er  as  freely 
lit  (he  wr?tes!  *Twoii1d  vex  a  man's 
-liearf,  that  this' virago  (hbuld  have 
come  bonej^Iy  by  her  fancier, 
'  0^9  kHo*ws  but  I  mof  ba^e  balf  a ' 
Jkncen  creatures  td  get  9f  my  bandSf  be* 
*  fire  I  engage  for  life  f^Yti,  left  this 
-AouM  mean  me  a  compliment*  asif  I 
wDold  reform,  fhe  adds  her  htltef^tbat 
fie  mufi  not  exfe^  me  to  be  honejl  on  tbis 
Jtde  wy  grand  climaSlerhk.  She  has  an 
"high  opinion  of  her  ftx,  to  think  they 
can  cbiatrm  fo  long  a  man  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  their  Uenticaliiefs, 

•  Ht  to  fuggefi  delays^*    ihe  fays^ 
••  from  a  compliment  to  be  made  to  Lord 

*  A#./i— Yes,  J,  my  dear— Bccaliife  a 
man  has  not  been  aectiftomed  to  be  dti- 
tifxil,  miift  he  never  be  dutiful?— In  fo 
iraportaifir  a  cafe  as  this  too?  the  hearts 
cf  his  whole  family  engaged   in  it? 

•  You  did  indeedy    fay*  (he,  '  <voant  an 

•  interpofingfriend~-^But  nuere  I  to  ha*ve 

*  been  in  your  fituationy  I  nvould  ba*ve 
«  torn  bis^eyes  out,  and  left  it  to  his  heart 
«  to  furmjh  the  reafon  for  if,*  See! 
lee!  What  fayefl  thou  to  thb,  J'ack> 

•  <  y;illain^fellor,o  that  be  isT  foU 
low.    And  for  what  ?  Only  for  wi(h- 

'  ing  that  the  next  day  were  to  be  my 
liappy  one;  and  for  being  dutiful  to  my 
-seardt  relation. 

«  //  is  the  cruiUeft  of  fates,"-  (he  fays, 

*  for  a  ivoman  to  be  forced  to  bame  a 

•  man  <whom  her  heart  ^<V^//Jrj.'— That 
is  what  I  wanted  io  be  fure  of  .—I  was 
afi-aid,  that  my  beloved  was  too  con- 
fcious  of  her  taleirts;  of  her  foperi- 
ority!  I  was  afraid  that  (he  ixrif^ide- 
lpi(ed  me.— And  1  cannot  bear  to  think 
me  does.  But,  Belford,  I  do  not  in- 
tend that  this  lady  (hall  be  bound  down 

<  by  Co  cruel  a  fate.  Let  me  peri(h,  if 
I  marry  a  woman  who  has  given  her 
ihoft  intimate  friend  reafon  to  fay,  Jhe 
dej^ifps  mel'^A  Lovelace  to  be  dejpifed. 
Jack!  > 

♦  His  clenched  fifi  io  his  forehead  on 

*your  leaving  him  injufl  dij^leafurei^-^ 

that  is,  when  (he  was  not  latisned  with 

'  my  ardours,   if  it.pleafe  ye!— I  rc- 

.  member  the  mation  i  but  her  bacic  was 

towards  me  at  the  time*.    Are  thefe 

•  watchful  ladies  all  eye  >— But  obierve 
what  follows5..*./:w^  it  bad  been  a 


*  foB-ax,  atsditttli  hoods  of  Ins 'mrf 

*  enemyy 

I  twill  have  patience,  Jack^  J  *wiM 
have  patience !  My  day  is  at  baDd*"* 
Then  will  I  fteel  my  beart  wsth  thck 
reixicmbranceSa  . 

But  here  is  a  fcbeme  to  oe  tbonght 
of,  in  order' to  ^r/  my  fair  prix^omttf 
my  handsy  in  cafe  f  give  her  rte^  U 
fuffea  me. 

This  indeed  alarms  ne.  Now  the 
contention  become  arduous.  Now 
wilt  thou  not  wonder,  if  I  let  loofemy 
plotting  gtfbius  upc^  them  both*  I 
will  not  be  out-Norru'd,  BeUbrd. 

But  once  more,  Jie  bos  no  mftev,  (he 
faysf  that  I  can  or  dare,  to  mumber 
dijbonour,  But-^<  nin  the  aum  is  a 
.'  fool-^ihai's  aU:^l  (hould  indeed  be 
a  fool,  to  proceed  as  I  do,  and  meui 
matrimony!  *  Uo^tvever^  finc§  jaa  art 
*•  thro*wn  upon  afool,^  fays, (he,  *'  taarry 

*  the  foolj  at  the  firfi  oppmrfianty^  aid 

*  though  I  doubt  that  tbis  man  wiU  be 

*  the  moft  uanumageMe  offwds^  as  aQ 

*  iintty  and<uain  fools  art^  take  him  as 
^  a  punijbment^  fince  yon  camte^  as  a 

*  rru;ari/.*— Is  there  any  bearing  thrt, 
Belford? 

But  fucb  men  as  myfelf^,  are  tjbe  mm 
'that  nvomen  do  not  nattaraltfbate^^ 
True  as  the  gofpel^  Jackl— Tfaetmtli 
is  out  at  laft.  Have  I  not  alviri^toU 
thee  fo  >  Sweet  creatures  and  true  Chrif- 
fians  thefe  yoiing  girls!  Tbqr  lote 
their  enemies.  But  rakes  in  t^ieirheaas 
all  of  themi  Like  turns  to  like;  tbaCs 
the  thing.  Were  I  not  well  afliired  oH 
the  truth  of  this  obfervatioix  of  the 
vixen,  I  (hould  have  thought  it  worth 
while,  if  not  to  be  a  good  man,  to  be 
more  of  an  hypocrite,  than  I  loundit 
needful  to  be. 

But  in  the  letter  I  came  at  to-daf, 
while  fte  was  ^t  church,  her  fchitaieis 
'  farther  opened)  and  a  curfod  one  it  is. 

Mr.  Lovelace  then  tranfcribss  fnm 
bis  fiort' band  sutes,  thai  fari^f 
Mifs  Houje* s  Utter,  vfbich  rtiatis 
to  the  defies  of  estgagiog  Mrs. 
Town/end  (in  cetfe  of  neceffih)  ^ 
give  berproteaion  till  CohnefMor* 
den  c^mfs  Mid  refeati  his  vows 
"rf  revenge\  efpecudfy  for  tbe/c 
'woirds^  that  (hould  heatttin^anv- 
,  thing  that  wontd  make  him  oo- 


*  She  tells  Mift  Howe,  that  (he  fawthis  «io(ioa  in  the  pier-elafs*    See  P.  407. 
t  See  Utter  XXX.  P.  517,  • 
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'  tkmlods  to  the  Itarl  of  ibcicfy, 
Ihe  might  have  ^  fair  riddance  of 
him,  either  by  flight  or  the  gaU 
lows;  no  matter  which. 

i£f  tbiM  aiUs-^^Tit  my  pride,  to 
fobdue  ^irlt  who  know  too  much  to 
/tt0t'xhc\r  knowledge;  and  to  convince 
them,  that  they  know  ioo  iUtU^  to  iSe^ 
fend  themfelves  from  the  tnconveni^ 
CDce«  of  knowing  too  much. 

How  palfion  drives  a  man  on !  prO" 
€£edf,t£i^^l  have  written  a  prodigiout 
ijuantitj  in  a  very  few  hours  J  Now  my 
reientments  are'warm,  1  will  fee,  and 
^rhaps  will  nunifli,  this  proud,  this 
i/oit&i^-armed  beauty, ,  I  have  fent  to 
tell  her«  that  I  muft  be  admitted  to  fup 
with  her.  '  We  have  neither  of  us 
,  dined.  .  SheVefufed  ro  drink  tea  in  the 
afternoon:  and  I  believe  neither  of  us 
vriii  have  mach  Aomach  to  our  fupper. 


LETTER    XXXIV. 

MIS  CLAKIS8A  HARLOWB>  TO  MISS 
HOWE. 

SVI«DAY  MOKNIKC,   7  0*CLOCK. 

I  Was  at  the  play  hft  night  with  Mr. 
Lovelace  and  JMifs  Horton.  It  is^ 
you  know,  a  deep  and  moft  ai!e£ling 
uagedy  in  the  ixading.  You  have  my 
remarks  upon  it,  in  the  little  book  yoa 
made  me  write  upon  the  principal  a£l- 
ia^olayt.  You  will  not  wonder,  that 
Mi/s  Horton,  as  well  as  I,  was  greatly 
moved  at  the  reprelentation,  when  I 
tell  you,  and  have  forae  pleafure  in 
telling  you,  that  Mr.  Lovelace  himfelf 
wa^vefy  fenfibly  touched  with  fome  of 
the*  moft  affefting  fcenes.  I  mention 
this  in  praife  of  the  author's  perform- 
ance) for  I  take  Mr.  Lovelace  to  be 
pne  of  the  moft  hard-hearted  men  in 
the  world.  Upon  my  word',  my  dear, 
Ido; 

His  behaviour,  however,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  on  our  return,  was  unex- 
ceptiopable ;  only  that  he  would  oblige 
me  to  ftav  to  fupper  with  the  women 
below^fwben  wccame  back,  and  to  iit 
up  with  him  and  them  till  near  one 
«*clock  this  morniag.  I  was  reiblved 
to  be  even  with  htm;  and  indeed  I  am 
fiot  xery  forry  to  have  the  pretence;  for 
}  lore  Co  pafs  the  Sundays  Iw  myfelf: 

To  have  the  better  excu/e  to  avoid 
lUt  tcasiDgi  I  am  ready  dr^iKd  tp  got» 


church  this  jnoamiiig.  *  I'  wiU  go  onlf 
to  St.  James's  churdi,  and  in  urioiri 
that  I  may  be.  fore  £  can  eo  out  ami 
come  in  when  I  pleafe,  wi£out  bcin^ 
intruded  upon  by  him,  as  I  was  tw^ce 
before*    ^  -  : 

KB  At  NIKS  oVl.OCX« 

I  HAVE  your  kind  letter  of  yefter- 
day.  He  knows  I  have.  And  I  (hall 
expe^,  that  he  will  be  inqutiitive  next 
time  I  fee  him  after  your  opinion  of  his 
propofals.  I  doubted  not  your  ap- 
probation of  them,  andj^ad  written «». 
anf^eron  that  prefamption;  which  is 
ready  for  him.  He  mu^  JfuJy  for  oc- 
cafions  of  procralli nation,  and  to  dif-. 
oblige  me,  if  now  aoyt thing  happens 
to  f(pt  us  at  variance  again. 

He  is,  very  importunate  to  fee  me. 
He  has  defired  to  attend  me  to  church. 
He  is  angry  that  I  have  declined  to 
breakfaft  with  him.  I  am  fure  that  1 
ihculd  not  have  been  at  my  own  llberrf 
if  I  had-~I  bid  Dorcas  tell  him«  that  I 
4eiired  to  have  this  day  to  myfelf.  I 
would  fee  him  in  the  morning  as  earl/ 
as  he.  pleafed.  She  fays,  ihe  know* 
not  what  ails  him,  but  that  he  is  out 
of  humour  with  every- body. 

He  has  fent  again  in  a  pereroptorf 
manner,  He  warns  me  of  Singleton* 
I  fent  him  word,  that  if  Ae  was  not 
afraid  of  Singleton  at  the  play-houle 
laft  night,  1  need  not  at  church  to-days 
ib  many  churches  to  one  playhoufe.  X 
have  accepted  of  his  fervant^s  propofed 
attendance.  But  he  is  quite diipleaied^ 
it  feems.  I  don't  care.  I  will  not  be 
perpetually  at  his  infolent  beck.— A- 
dieu,  my  dear^  till  I  return.  The 
chair  waits.  He  won't  flop  me,  fure^ 
as  I  go  down  to  it. 

mm 

I  pi D^, not  fee  him  as  I  went  down. 
He  is,  it  foems,  excefllvely  out  of  ho- 
.mour.  Dorcas  fays.  Not  with  roe 
neither,  (he  believes:  but  fomethiog 
has  vexed  him.  '  This  is  put  on  per- 
haps to  make  me  dine  with  him.  But 
I  will  not^  if  I  can  help  it.  I  ihan^t 
ect  rid  of  bin?  for  the  jeft  of  the  day^ 
if  I  do. 

m     m  ' 

He  Mras  very  earneft  to  dine  with  me. 
But  I  was  refolved  to  carry  this  one 
fmall  pointf  and  Co  denied  to  dine  my- 
felf. And  indeed  I  was  endeavouring 
to  wi;ite  to  my  cpufin  Morden;  anc^had 
be^n  three  -different  times,  without 
bcmg  able  to  pleaic  myfelf. 

'He 
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/  He  wM  very  \uffy  is  wrihog»  Bnf* 

kigf  becanife  I  demcd  him  mf  com- 

.  He  ifttrwtffd»  dttmmdtd^  u  I  ms}i 
£iY,  to  be  admitted  to  afternoaii  itM 
iMtb  rm^:.  and  appealed  by  Dorcas  to 
ills  behaviour  to  me  UA  tti^hti  a*  if,  as 
I'  lent  him  word  hy  her, .  Im  though^  K* 
Ibad  a*  merit  in  being  un<xc6[>tioiiabie. 
Novrever,  I  repeated  my  promift^  to 
meet  him  i«  early  at  he  pleaftd  iii'the 
JherAing,  or  to  bi-eakfaft  vinfh  him. 
^  Dorcas  J^ys,  be  raved:  I  heard- htm 
\w»Ay  afirl  I  heard  bis  ferrant  fly  fi^m 
bWn,  a.8  I  thought.  VeU|  my  deareft 
frieed,  Tay,  in  one  of  yours*,  that 
you  mu(t  h»i%  fomebady  to  be  angry 
^,  v^hen  y(Mir  mother  fete  you  up.  I 
Ihoiitd  be  very  loth  to  dra^  oompari* 
ion  8:  but  the  work  Hi  gs  of  paf&on,  when 
indulged,  ate  but  too  much  alike,  whe* 
\her  in  man  or  woman. 

mm 

He  h^s  }«ft  fifnt  me  word,  that  be 
Infif^s  upon  foppiAg  with  me.  As  we 
liad  been  in  a  good  trarn  for  feveral 
<)ay»  paftf  I  thought  it  not  prodeni  to 
break  with  him  for  little  matters, .  Yet> 
\o  be,  in  a  manner,  threatened  into 
his  will,  I  know  not  how  to  bear  that. 

m     m 

.  Whilk  1 W33  confidering,  he  eame 
%ip,  and,  tapping  at  my  doer,  told  me, 
in  a  very  angry  tone,  he  muH  (ee  me 
this  night.  He  could  not  reft,  till  he 
'bad  been  told  what  he  had  done  to  de- 
fcrve  the  treatment  I  gave  hi|n. 

Treatment  I  give  him!  A  wretch! 
Yet  perhaps  he  has  nothing  new  to  fay 
«o  nit.  I  (hall  be  very  angry  witn 
hiiD. 

'  Hj  the  lady  could  not  kno^w  *whal  Mr. 
Lonjelace's  defignt  'were^  nor  the 
iaufe  of  his  sll'lumour,  it  nviU  not 
be  improper  to  purfue  the  fuhje& 
from  bis  letter. 
Having  deferibed  bis  angry  manner 

'  of  demanding^  in  perfon^  ber  com- 
pany at  fupper\  he  proceeds  as 
Jolk'ws., 

•  •  *Tls  hafd,^  anfwered  the  fair  per- 
-yerfe,  *  that  i  am  to  be  fo  little  my 

•  own  miftrefs.    I  will  meet  vou  in 

*  the  dining*- room  half  an  hour  hence.* 

<  I  tttnt  dowh  to  wait  that  \aXf 


\  boa».  AM*  ibe  wemtn  ft#  vMhard 
^  to  gim  her  cohTo  Ibr  tliia  tmnny. 
^  Tbeydomonirated,  at  well  m«i  the 

*  nature  of  the- A»>  as  of  the  eafe^ 

*  that  I  had  nothing  to  hope  for  from 
^  my  tameneA,  and  cooM  meet  wth 
t  no  worA  tyeatnsent,  were  I  fo  be 
«  gttthy  of  the  hit  oicDce.  TW 
^  i»rged  me  vehemently  to  tiey  at  leak 
^v£»!t  oMtSt  ^me  greater,  famitiaritiie 

*  than  I  had  ever  take^weikber^  would 

*  b^vec    vnA  their  argameats   being 

<  Arengtbencd  by  my  fuK  reftntmeaie 

<  on  the  difcovenea  I  bad  made,  I  waa 
t  refolved  to  take  fhme  liherfus,  and, 
^  ae  tbey  were  received,  to  ta^e  jlif 
^  greater  J  and  lay  all  the  fimh  vpoa 

<  ner  tyranny.    In  this  biimoot  I  went 

<  up,  aad  never  had  paraljtick  fii  iil- 

*  t4e  commaad  of  bis  jointe,  as  f  liad, 

*  wbile  I  walked  about  the  dmtiig* 

*  r^qm,  attending- her- moiione. 

'  With  an  erw^  mien  ihe  eotered, 

*  her  face  averted)  ber  lovely  bolbra 

*  fwelling,  and  die  more  cbarninvly 

*  protuberant  fel-  the  creAncfs  of  ber 
4  mien.    O  jAckl  that  Aillenneft  aid 

*  referve  (hould  add  to  the  charms  of 

*  this  haughty  maid  I  But  in  every  at- 
'  titude,  in  every  hnmonr,  in  every 
'  geflure,  is  beauty  beeutifnl.    By  bir 

<  averted  face,  aad  indignant  n^poft,  I 
4  faw  the  dear  inlblftitwns  dii^ed  tp 

*  be  angry— But  by  tbe  ierceneft  of 

*  mine,  as  my  trembltng  h^nde  fttitd 

*  hers,  I  foon  made  fear  her  piedomi- 
'  nantpaflfloR.    Andyettheoioaiestl 

*  beheld  her,  my  heart  waedaftardiaed) 

*  and  my  reverence  for  tbe  i^irgin-  pi« 

<  rity  (b  viHbte  in  her  wboie  drpeet- 
'  ment,    again  took  place.      Sfire^i 

<  Belford,  this  is  an  JUigeK    And  yet, 

*  bad  (he  not  been  known  tobotffc- 
>  *  male,  they  vronld  not  Irem  hahyktfi 

<  have  drefled  her  as  Aieh,  tkot  nmdd 

*  flie,  but  upon  that  eonriftboj  biee 

*  conjtinued  the  draft. 

<<  Let  me  afk  you,  Madim^  I  h^ 
"  feecb  VDV  tell  me,  what  I  Vmmdnai 
<<  to  deibrve  this  diftant  treatment?^ 

'(  And  let  me  alk  yw'^  Mr.  Loeo- 
*'  lace,  why  are  my  retifcwente  CO  be 
**  thtts  invaded  ?^Wbat  can  yott  IM 
**  to  fay  to  me  (ince  left  nigbt,  fbttf 
<*  went  with  yoa  t»  mncb  annffMy 
•<  will  to  the  play?  And  aller  fitM; 
**  up  j^ith  you,  equally  agiini  pQ 
'«  will,  till  a  very  late  hoar?** 


•  Sec  Vol.  nu  Lcttcx  UCYIU.  Para|n^a« 


■«^ 
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-  ^  7K/ 1  lim  4o  faf,  Madan«  that 
*'  I  ctsnot  bear  tQ^bc  kept  at  this  dif- 
<*  taiKa  fnm  rovi  uiktov  the  fane  roof/' 

«<  ^^Arr  Mr  fitm  foffy  8ir!-^£[ow 
**  came  you*-*—'' 

«<  Hear  «it  out,  Madam^^*  [letting 
^  pfaer  trembling  hands,  and  fliatck- 
<  lag  tiMM  back  again  v»ith  an  eigeir- 
\  aeft  that  made  her  IUrt]-^<<  t  have 
^  a  th«ufiHid  things  to  fay,  to^ulk  of, 
'^  relating  to  our  prefent  and  future 
**  pra^poas)  but  when  I  want  to  open 
*^  my  whole  ibul  to  yon,  you  are  ai- 
**  wayaeoiifriviag  to  keep  me  atoulif- 
^  lance.  Voa  make  me  Ineonfi^eat 
^**  «ith  myMf»  Yovr  heart  it  fet  up- 
^*  on  dela^.  You  muft  bava  vie#s 
^<  that .  yoo  wili  not  own.  Tell  me, 
^<  Madam,  I  injure  you  to  tell  mt, 
^  tkis  moment,  tHthaut  fubt^rfuge  or 
^  referve,  in  what  l^t  am  I  to  appear 
«*  to  you  m  future  \  I  eannot  bear  this 
^  diftance.  The  fofpenfe  you  hold 
<*  me  ip  Z  cannot  bear." 

<«  In  what  li^t,  Mr«  Lovelace  r* 
4  [Viibly  terrined.]  »',In  no  bad 
^  lights  I  kope.-^Prar,  Mr.  Ija^i- 
*«  laoa,  donotpraipjtiy  hands  fo  hard .^* 

*  [Endeavouring  to  withdraw  them.] 
«•  Piw  let  tne  go."    . 

««  You^frtfl^me,  Mad»n.** 

«<  I  bate  nobody,  Sir.' 

««  You  hate  ooe,  Madam,"  ivpeatad  f . 

*  Inftigated  and  refolv^,  as  I  eame 
'  up«  I  wanted  ibme  new  provocation. 
■  The  devil  indeed,  as  Toon  as  myan- 
'  gel  ande  her  appearance,  crept  ^t 
'  of  ray  heart;  but  be  had  left  tlK  door 
'  open,  and  was  no  farther  olF  than  my 
'  elbow« 

'<  Yottcomexip  m  no  good  temper^  I 
**  fee,  Mr.  Lovelace-**Butpray  be  not 
^  violent--^  ha^oe  doMe  you  w  burt*^ 
^  Pray  be  not  violent  1" 

**  Sweet  creaturer*  And  I  clafped 
'  one  arm  about  her^  holding  one  hand 
*-  in  ray  other.—**  T^  bn^e  dtmt  me  no 
(«  hurt-^**  I  eould  have  devoured  her 
r  — But  reftratning  myfelf-***  You 
"  liave done  methe greateft  burtl— in 

*  what  have  I  deftrved  the  diftance 

*  yoo  keep  me  at  ?'*— I  knew  not  whtft 
'  ^o  fay, 

«  Sbeftroggledtodlfenrageherlelf-^ 

*  ,Pray,  Mf .  Lovelace,  let  me  with- 

*  draw,    f  know  not  why  tbie  is.    I 
'  know  not  what  I  have  done  to  offend 

*  you.    I  fee  you  are  eome  wkh  « 

*  tfic^ik  to  qua&el  iffitb  me.    If  vou 
I  «ir«ttM  n<^  urdfy  tto  by  lbs  iU-htt* 


**  mour  you  ai«  id,  pennU  me  to  with- 
^*  draw.  I  wi41  hear  all  you  have  to 
**  iayanothefttmis>->»To-morrOwmoWi- 
"  ing,  as  I  fentyou  word— But  indeed 
- "  you  frighten  me.  i  befeech  you,  if 
*^  you  have  any  value  fot  tat,  periifit 
**  me  to  withdraw.  ^*' 

*  Night,  Mf/Anigbt,  ij>  neceflbt^^ 
«  Telford.  Sorprite,  terrtr,  m^/f  be 
<  neceifary  to  the  ultimate  trial  of  thta 

*  eharmin^  creature,  fay  the  women 

*  below  what  thev  will.  I  could  not 
nhold  my  purpoies.  This  waa  not 
A  the  6rft  time  that  I  had  intended  to 
«  try  }f  (he  could  forghre. 

*  I  kifled  her  hahd  with  a  fervour^  U 
«  if  I  would  have  left  my  lips  upon  it. 
-*-«*  Withdraw,  then,  deareft  and  evet- 
**  dear  creature.  Indeed  I  entered  in 
**  a  very  ill  kuftHailr.    I  eannot  bear 

**  the  diftance  at  which  voU  fo  cauft-.  , 
"  lefsly  keep  me.  Withdraw,  Ml- 
**  dam,  finee  it  k  yOUr  will  to  wlth- 
*'  draw;  and  judge  me  generoufly^ 
*<  jddge  mtf  but  as  I  defenre  to  be 
**^  )udged$  and  let  me  hope  to  meet  ydu 
**  to-mWow  moniitig  early  In  fuch  a 
<*  temper  as  beoomesder  prefent  fitoa- 
*«  tlon,  and  my  future  hopes." 

*  Aftd  fo  faying,  I  condu6led  her  4o 

*  the  door,  and  left  her  there.     Btt 

*  inftead  of -goiiigdo^n  to  the  womeri>  ' 
«  I  went  into  my  own  chamber,  aifd 

«  locked  mvfelf  IM)  aiiaihed  of  being 
«  aired  by  her  m«]eftlck  lovelin^»  and 

*  apprehenfive  'virtue,  into  fo  great  a ' 
^  chanee  of  pufpoft,  notwithftanding     * 

*  I  had  fuch  ftift  provocations  froAi 

*  the  letters  of  her  faticyftnend,  foimd- 

*  ed  on   her  o^^  tepreOntations  of 

*  fa^s  and  fituafiiofls  between  berielf 

*  and  me.* 

ne  iadif  {deaed  Sunddy  night)  f ^ 
dafcribei  her  *terrorSy  and  Mr, 
Ld*ueiace^s  hiba^iour,  vn  the  ec-- 
cafim. 

On  my  entering  the  dining-room,  be 
took  my  hand  in  his,  in  fuch  a  hu- 
mour, as  I  faw  plainly  he  was  refolved 
to  quarrel  with  mt^^  And  fit  *tvbatf--' 
What  bad  t  dohe  to  him?^^t  neter  in 
my  life  beheld  in  any -body  fuch  wild^ 
fuch  angry,  Ibch  hnpatient  airs'.  I 
was  terrified;  and  thftead  of  being  a& 
angry  as  I  intended  to  be,  I  was  forced 
to  be  all  mildntis.  X  can  hardly  ir-. 
member  what  were  his  firft  woris,  I 
was  fbfriflrtcd.  But,  <  Y9u  bme  m/^ 
3  Y  <  Madam  t 
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<  UtLdaml  Toit  hgit  me^  Madamr 
K9tft  fome  of  thcm**with  fuch  a  fierce- 
nefs— I  wiOied  myielf  a  thou  find  miles 
diftant  from  him.  '  I  liate  nobody,* 
faid  I:  *  I  thank  God  I  hate  nobody^^ 

.  •  You  terrify  mc>  Mr.  Lovclace^Lct 
«  me  leave  you.' — The  man,  my  dear, 

,  looked  quite  vgly-^X  never  faw  a  man 
look  fo  ugly  as  paflion  made  him  look 
^•^  And  for  ^whatf'^hxA  he  fo  grafped 
ipy  hands! — Fierce  creature! — He  fo 

frafped  my  hands!  In  (hort»  he  feemed 
y  his  looks,  and  by  his  words,  (once 
putting  his  arms  about  me)  to  wifli  me 
f  o  provoke  him .  So  that  I  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  beg  of  him  (whtch  I  did 
repeatedly)  to  permit  me  to  withdraw: 
yand  to  promife  to  meet  him  at.his  own 
time  in  tiie  morning. 

,It  was  with  a  very  ill  ^race  that  he 
complied,  on  that  condition;  and  at 
parting  he  kiflfed  my  hand  with  fuch  a 
i'avagenefs,  that  a  nednefs  remains  up- 
en  it  ftill. 

I>o  you  not  think»  my  dear,  that  I 
have  reafon  to  be  incenfed  at  him,  my 
fituation  confidefed  ?  Am  I  not  under  a 
mceffUif^  as  it  were,  of  ouaiTelling 
with  him;  at  leaft  every  otoer  time  I 
fee  him }  No  prudery,  no  coquetry,  no 
tyranny  in  my  heart,  or  in  my  beha- 
viour to  him,  that  I  know  of.  No 
affe^ed  procraftinatloD.  Aiming  at 
nothing  but  decorum.  He  as  much 
concerned,  and  fo  he  ought  to  think, 
'  as  I,  to  have  that  obierved.  Too 
much  in  his  jpower:  call  upon  him  by 
the  cruelty  ot  my  relations.  No  other 
protection  to  fly  to  but  his.  One  plain 
path  before  us;  yet  fuch  embarraffes, 
fuch  difficulties,  fuch  fubjedls  for 
doubt,  for  cavil,  for  uneabnefs;  9e 
faft  as  one  is  obviato^l,  another  to  be 
introduced,, and  not  by mvfelf— >know 
not  how  introduced— What  pleafure 
can  I  propofe  to  myfelf  in  meeting 
fuch  a  wretch  ? 

Pcrfcft  for  me,  my  deare/l  Mifs 
Howe,  perfeft  for  me,  I  bcfeech  you, 
your  kind  fcheme  with  Mrs.  Town- 
fend;  and  I  will  then  leave  this  man. 

My  temper,  I  believe,  is  changed, 
^o  wonder  if  it  be./  I  queftion  whe- 
ther ever  it  will  be  what  it  was.  But  I 
cnnnotmake  bim  half  founeafy  by  the 
change,  as  I  am  myfelf  J'  Sec  you  not 
how,  from  ftep  to  ftep,  he  grows  upon 
me  ?— I  tremble  to  look  back  upon  his 
encroachments.  And  now  to  give  me 
^ufc  to  apprehend  «i0r^  tvilfrom  bim^ 


than  ittdigiUtiioB  *will,permi  mi  U  tf* 
prefs  /*-0  my  dear,  perfed  yourfchent, 
and  let  «ie  fly  from  fo  ftngige  a  wmdi 

Yet,  to  be  firft  an  eloper  from  my 
friends  to  him,  as  the  world  fappoiei| 
and  now  to  be  fofroni  him,  [To<u^ 
I  know  not  I]  how  bard  to  one  wbf 
ever  endeavoured  to  (hon  intricate  pathsl 
But  he  muft  certainly  have  views  it, 
outrrelling  with  me  thua»  which  be 
dare  not  own  !— Yet  what  can  they  be? 
—I  am  terrified  but  to  think  of  what 
they,  may  be  I 

Let  me  but  get  from  him!— As  to  ny 
Imputation,  if  I  leave  him — That  is 
already  too  much  wpunded  fqr  me,MW9 
to  be  careful  about  any- tbms,  butboir 
to  a£l  fo,  as  that  my  own  heart  ihill 
not  reproach  roe.  As  to  the  worlds 
cenfure,  1  nnift  be  content  to  fuftc 
that^— -An  unhappy  compofitson,  how-: 
ever. — What  a  wreck  have  mj  fortnnet 
fuffered,  to  be  obliged  to  throw  over- 
board fo  manv  valuables,  to  picfen^ 
indeed,  the  omj  valuable  I— A  compo^ 
fitioa  that  once  it  woidd  have  hall 
broken  my  heart  to  think  diere  wQid| 
have  been  tl^e  leaft  danger  that  liboalA 
be  obliged  to  fubmit  to.  | 

You,  m  y  dear,  could  not  be  a  ftrangi|| 
to  my  moft  fecret  failings,  although 
you  would  not  tell  me  of  them.  W& 
.a  pride  did  I  take  in  the  applauleof 
every- one! — What  a  pride  even  infujiJ 
pofing  I  had  not  that  pride  !<*<*Whiia 
concealed  itfelf  from  my  unexaminiM 
heart  under  the  fpecious  veil  of  lauS{ 
Uty^  doubling  the  merit  to  myfelf  * 
the  fuppofed^  and  indeed  unp^t 
gracefulnefs  in  the  manner  of  co]  ' 
ring^  benefits,  when  I  had  not  a 
merit  in  what  I  did,  vaftly  over- paid 
the  pleafure  of  doing  fome  little 
and  impelled,  as  I  may  (ay,  by 
given  me— For  whati— Notto  be 
of. 

So  defirous,  in  fliort,  to  be 
dered  as  an  examplet  A  vanity  wl 
my  partial  admireis  put  into  viy  h 
«— And  fo  fecure  in  my  own  virtve ! 

I  am  puni(hed  enough,  enough 

tifled,    for  this  my  vanity— -J 

enough,  if  it  fo  pleafe  the  all-gracsc^ 
Infli6lor:  iince  mkw,  I  verily  thtnky 
more  defpife  myfelf  for  my  prefm 
tuous  felf-fecurity,  as  welj  a^  vaa, 
than  ever  I  feci^etiy  vaufUed  ^yftlC 
my  good. inclinations:  focretlf^  I  i^ 
however;  for  indeed  I  had  not  ^^ 
myfelf  leifure  to  reflet,  till  I  ^i^^  d 
morti^ 
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inortified,  how  rery  irtiperfeft  I  wsis} 
ior  how  much  troth  there  it  ro  -what  dt- 
vraes  tell  US,  That  we  fin  in  our  beft 

pOTOm  so  CC9  • 

Bttt  I  was  very  yoniw— But  here  let 
ne  watch  over  myfelt  again:  for  in 
fkofe  four  words/  I  wat  'Oifj  i^ung^ 
h  there  not  a  palliatioii  couched,  that 
itere  enough  to  take  all  efficacy  from 
Aedifcovcry  and  confeffiofi  > 

What  ftrange  impeifeft  beingt  !*« 
Hmfilf  here/  which  ia  at  the  bottom 
of  all  we  do,  and  of  all  we  wiib,  is 
ibe  gnnd  mifleader. 

I  will  not  apologise  to  you»^  mj 
iear,  for  thefe  grave  refleAions.  ''is  it 
lot  enough  to  make  the  unhappy  cita- 
ftte  look  into  herfelfy  and  endeavour 
\o  dett€t  herfelfy  who,  from  fuch  an* 
Kgh  reputation,'  left  to  proud  and 
pmumptoous  felf,  fliould,  by  one 
!heiiehtlefs'  ftep,  be  brouf^t  to  the 
headfol  (ituation  I  am  in  ? 

Let  me,  however,  look  forward :  to 
kipohd  would  be  tor  add  iin  to  fm. 
md  whom  have  I  to  raife  me  up,  whom 
►  comfort  me,  if  I  defert  tnyfelff^^ 
fhou,  O  Father,  who,  I  hope,  haft 
bt  yet  defened,  haft  not  yet  curfed 
Be! — For  I  am  thine  l-^^It  is  fit  that 
lediation  fiiould  iupply  the  reft. 

I  WAS  fo  difgufted  with  him,  as 
tell  at  frighted  by  him,  that  on  my 
Horn  to  my  chamber,  in  a  fit  of  paf' 
hoata  defpair,  I  tore  almoft  in  two, 
k  aniWer  I  had  written  to  his  propo-^ 
kl«. 

I  'will  fee  him  in  the  morning,  be- 
bib  I  promifed  I  would.  But  I  wil^ 
fr  our,  and  that  without  him, .  or  any* 
toeodant.  If  he  account  not  tolera- 
|gf  for  bis  fudden  change  of  bchavipur. 
Id  a  pro|>er  opportunity  ofter  of  a 
sivate  lodging  in  fome  creciitable  houfe, 
ki^ll  not  any  more  return  to  this:— at 
■ftnt  I  think  fo.— iknd  there  will  I 
iber  attend  the  perfecting  of  your 

re;  or,  by  your  epiftolary  media - 
Biake  my  own  terms  with  the  . 
nCch ;  fioce  it  is  your  opinion,  that 
ftauft  be  his,  and  cannot  help  my- 
Vs  or,  perhaps,  take  a  refolution  to 
■fw  myiclf  at  onceinto  Lady  Betty's 
bieftioni  and  this  will  hinct^r  him 
kan  nlaking  his  infolently-threatencd 

ietoHarlowe  Place. 

p 

Wh$  latfy  'Writer  again'  M  Moudaf 
^vinijfgi ,  and  gives  her  friend  an 
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aeeouHt  rf  all  that  paffed  betweem 
hirfe^  and  Mr.  Lo^oelace  that 
d^\  and  of  her  being  terrified  out 
of  her  furtofe^  of  going  out:  but 
Mr.  Lo*ve(ace^s  next  iettere  gi*ving 
a  more  ample  account  of  aS,  hers 
are  omitted.. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to'  mention^ 
thatjhe  re -urges  Mifs  Howe  {from 
the  digatisfa&im  fie  has  reafon 
for  from  what  faffed  between  Mn, 
Lweiace  and  berfelf)  to  perfeB^ 
her  fcheme  in  relation  to  Mrsm 
Townfend.    She  concludes  this  let^ 

'   ter  in  thefe  nmrdsi 

I  fliould  fay  fomething  of  your  laft 
favour,  (but  a  few  hours  ago  received) 
and  of  your  dialogue  with  your  iiio« 
ther— Aj«  you  not  very  whiAafical,  my 
dear?  I  have  but  two  things  to  wim 
for  on  this  occafion.— The  one,  that, 
your  charming  pleaiantrv  had  a  better 
fubjeS  than  that  you  fina  for  it  in  thift 
dialogue— The  other,  that  my  fituatioft 
were  not  fuch,  as  muft  too  often  damp 
that  pleafantry  in  you,  and  will  not 

Sermit  me  to  enjoy  it,  as  I  ufed  to  do* 
le,  however,  happy  in  your feif,  though 
you  cannot  ixxjour 

Clarissa  Haklows* 


LETTER    XXXV. 

Mil.  LOVELACE,    TO  JOHN    BEL- 
FORD,  BS(^ 

MONDAY  MORNING,    MAY  S2» 

NO  generolity  in  this  lady.  Norttf 
at  all.  Wouldft  thou  not  have 
thought,  that  after  I  had  permitted  her 
to  withdraw,  primed  for  mil'chief  as  I 
was,  flie  would  meet  me  next  morning 
early;  and  that  with  a  fmile;  makiD|^ 
me  one  of  her  beft  curtfies  ? 

I  was  in  the  dining-room  before  fix^ 
expelling  her.  She  opened  not  her 
door.  I  went  up  ftairs  and  downy 
and  hemm'd;  ana  called  Will;  calle^ 
Porcas;  threw  the  doors  hard  to;  but^ 
ftill  [he  opened  not  her  door.  Thus 
till  half  an  hour  after  eight,  fooled  I  ^ 
away  my  time;  and  then  (bpcakfaft 
ready)  I  fcnt  Dorcas  to  rcqucft  her 
company. 

But  X  was  aftonilhed>  when  (fol- 
lowing the  wench,  a?  flie  did  at  the  firft 
,  3  Y »       invitation) 
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invitation}  I  At^  her  cater  dfdb4  ^^^ 
kvt^her  glovcA,  an4  thoTfL  aad  her  fan 
in  her  hand;  in  the  hmt  mctfDMt  bid- 
dfiip  Dorcat  ciire£i  Witt  to  get  her  a 
chair  to  the  door. 

'  <  Cruel  creztaee/  thoa^t  I,  <  to 
*  expofe  me  thus  to  thedenfion  of  the 
'  women  below  1 
.  *  Going  abroad,  Mad«fl»t* 

<  I  am.  Sir.* 

IloDkiedcorled€lI)r,Ianifiire.  ^Yoit 
4  will  foreakfaft  firi,  i  hope,  Madam  $* 
and  a  very  humble  ilrain ;  yet  with  an 
hundred  tentcr-hookt  in  niy  heart. 

Had  ihe  given  me  more  notice  of  her 
intention,  1  had  perhaps  wrought  my- 
felf  up  to  the  frame  I  was  in  the  day 
Before,  and  b^gnu  my  vengeanse.  And 
imnftvdiately  came  into  my  head  aU  the 
vinriencethat  had  been  tranfcrihed  lor 
me  from  Mift  Uowe'a  ktiers^  and  in 
ibat  letter  which  f  had  tranicnbed  my- 
AJf. 

Yea,  Ae  wfMld  drink.one  diii{  a«d 
Aeit  laid  her  gloves  and  fan  hi  the 
Window  )uft  by. 

i  waa  perit^  dtfconcartcd.  I 
lemrn^d)  and  wae  going  to  fp^k  ieve* 
Ml  timet  I  bat  I  kiiew  not  in  what 
k^.  *  Who**  modeft  now  V  thoaght 
I.  *  Who's  infolent  now  r— How  ^ 
tyrant  of  a  woman  confounds  a  balh- 
ful  man !  She  was  aflin^  Mifs  Howe. 
I  thought;  and  I  the  fpiritlefs  Hick- 
nan. 

At  laft,  <  1  fwiB  hegla,*  Aoaght  I. 

Sheadifli— la  diih. 

^p»  bar  eyes  her  n/wn^  ftc  $  like  an 
haughty  and  i^npcrious  lovereign,  con- 
fcious  of  dignity,  everv  look  a  favour. 

Si(>,  like  her  vaflal,  1$  lips  and 
llands  trembling,  and  not  knowing 
that  I  fipp'^d  or  tailed. 
^  « 1  was-*-I  was—'  I  fippM«-i-(draw- 
ing  in  my  bicath  and  the  liquor  toge- 
ther, though  I  fcaMed  ray  mouth  with 
il)  '  I  was  ia  hopes,  Madam—' 

Dorcas  came  in  'pi^  then.—'  Dor- 
^  caS,'  faid  fhe,  *  is  a  chair  gone  for?' 

*  Damn'd  impcrtinenee,'  thought  T, 
•  thifs  to  put  me  oat  in  nw  fpeech  \* 
And  I  was  forced  to  wait  for  the  fer- 
▼ant^s  anfwer  to  the  infolent  miftreffs's 
^uc4ion. 

*  William  is  gone  for  one,  Madam." 
This  coll  me  a  minute's  (ilence  be- 

ibre  I  could  begin  again.     And  then  it 
^was  with  my  hopes,  and  my  hopes,  and 
my  hopes,   that  I  (houhl  have  been 
early  admitted  to—  ^ 


•  «What¥lfath<r^;»,  D^caa?'  Iai4 
iba,  at  RfMnUsis  of  me  aa  sf  I  had 
ant  btai  ptt^u 

*  A  little  lowering,  Madaan— The 
<  iwi<gooaiaMltwa>yyy  &a  half 
*,•  an  hovr  afo»* 

Ihadnopa«mce«UpIfolc.  1>0w» 
w«M  tha  tea-fM^,  faucor  aad  adl-« 
*i  ConfiMod  the wetthcr,  the  te».4bias, 

•  and  the  anDchl«^Be  ^aae  for  a  de«ii» 
^  vtbch  I  am  fpaaking  to  your  ladj, 

*  and  have  §9  Uttk  opportwilty  gh«i 
*.  me.' 

Up  rofe  the  faucy.fca%  half-faifhl- 
ed]  aod  iha«ehidiram  tha  window  her 
gloves  and  foa. 

*  Yon  mnib  not  ga,  Madmr«>« 
Seiaiag  bar  kand^<  By  my  fiml  7«» 
*'  muft  not.* 

«  AM  mt.  Sir  I— But  I»ii|b^Ya« 
can  eorfe  yonr  maid  in  an j  ilidsmw, 
as  well  as  if  I  were  prrfmf  .  iTfTrfpi  1 1 
Except— yon  inttod  for  air»intet  i9« 
daeatoifr*' 

^  Deareft  creature,  you  amft  not  g^mm 
Yon  muft  not  leave  me.  Snch  detar^ 
mined  fconi!«-Snch  canteniyisl-«i 
Queftions  aflced  your  foraut  oi  aa 
meaning  but  to  break  ia  is^b  mo  < 
I  cannat  bear  it  T 

«  Detain  me  mtty'AraggiSng..  'Iwil 
not  be  witheld.  I  like  you  not,  noi 
your  ways.  Yon  (ought  to  qvaav] 
with  me  yeftevday, /araa  rM;^  iaJlA 
mkfMthat  I  cm  ibimk  9/^  kmht^t^ 
I  nvtts  tm  •Aiigit^.  Yon  are  an  waJ 
{^atefal  man }  and  I  hate  yon  wsMfc  M 
whole  heart,  Mr.  Lovelace.* 
*  Do  notaBake«iedeQ)ef^ate,  N^idan^ 
i^crmit  me  to  (av,  that  yon  Ikall  i 
leave  me  in  this  humour*  Wfaei 
yon  go,  I  will  attend  you .  Had  i 
H«w«  been  my  friend,  I  had  1 
thas  tasated.  It  is  but  too  plain  t 
whom  my  dificultiea  are  owaai 
have  long  oib&rved,  thatavery^ 
you  reoeived  from  bgr,  makea  aa 
temtaen  in  your  behaviour  taaar.  Sli^ 
would  have|W|i  tnat  anr,  as>ftrt 
Mr.  Hickman,  I  fappofe :  but  ne 
does  that  treatawnt  bacooia  yoor  i 
nwrable  temper  to  oAer,  aor  «ae  toi 
ceive.' 

Thiaffortledbcr.  She  did  « 
hav«  me  thinkhacdly  ofMifsHowe,. 
Bat    recpliefting   htriai.   ^    hi 

•  Howe/  faid  ihe,  *  is  ^fiieAd  %a  1 
^  tue,  and  to  good  men.     If  f 

•  not  you,  stis  bccmiic  wo  are  J 

•  aftboft,* 
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c  of  Mr.  Hickmai)  tn4  myfetf,  u  y«tf 
«  boih»  J  fopp^Te*  think  «£  ca4i»  ^« 
«  tyeus  ^tfi  ai  (he  w<mM  aot  tr«at  a 
•  X,0«v/&tt-/."-<'Ich8UeMfyoii«Mada»» 
f  to  ilww  me  but  oMoftlieiDtay  letters 
%  you  have  received  &om  her*  whore  X 
«  mm  mentk)p«cl.^ 

«  MifB  Howe  i»  \ok  \  .Mifr  Howe  it 
«  good/  Replied  Ibe.     <  She  wrifiet,  Ibe 

^  If  you  poiDt  me  out  but  tfty  one  oc- 
«  <inoti,  upon  which  you  havereaibtt 
«  to.bttild  a  merit  to  yourfelf,  m  either 
<  juft  or  good,  or  even  generDiM*  I  will 
.  «  look  out  lor  her  Irtter  on  that  occa-. 
«  fion,  [If  fuch  an  oocafion  there  be,  I 
«  hare  certainly  acquainted  her  with 
•  it;]  and  wai  engage  it  iball  be  ia 
•-yourfavouK.' 

.  DeviliOifeftfe!  and  at  indelicate  at 
£!Vore,  to  pat  a  modifli  mnn  upon  hunt* 
ing  backward  after  hit  own  merita. 

6ht  wtwld  have  flung  from  me :  <  I 
«  will  mi  be  detained^  Mr*  Lovelace. 

«  I<Wf//g09Ut.* 

.  '  Iridecd  you  nmi  not,  Madam,  m 
«  ibit  buflBMir/  And  I  placed  myfelf 
between  Mr  and  the  door.^«And  then, 
fanning,  flic  threw  herfclf  into  a  chair, 
ber  fweet  face  all  crimlbaied  over  with 
paflioD. 

I  caft  myfelf  at  her  feet.  «  Begone, 
«  Mr.  Lavelace,*  feid  ihe,  with  a  re- 
le^ng  motion,  her  fan  in  her  hand } 
«  for  yonr  own  fake  leave  met-^M«r 
«  foul  it  above  thee,  man !'— with  both 
ber  handl  (wiAitng  me  from  hetl— 
«  Urge  me  not  to  telithee^  how  fittoerely 
«  I  think  my  ibul  above  thee  l^Thou 
«  haft  i«  mine,  a  proud,  a  too  ptoud 
«  heart,  to  contend  witkl-^I*a(ve  mo, 
«  and  leave  me  for  over  I— Thou  hai  a 
'  proud  heart  to  contend  vnih!' 
;  Her  air,  htr  manner,  her  voice,  were 
bewitching^y  noble,  though  hcrwordt 
were  fi>  feverc. 

*  Let  me  wot^p  aB.angel,*  faid  I, 
f  no  woman.  Forgiwe  jne,  dearefticreaf- 
*  turn  I— Creftorc  if  you  be,  forgive 
f  n»el*^Foi;gt9iie  my  anadverteacietl^-o 
'  forgive  my  inequaliiart  I—Pity  my 
«  infirmities  !-*Whft  it  equal  to  my 
f  Oariffc?' 

'  I  trembled  between  admiration  and 
love  \  and  wrapped  my  anms  abcyuit  ber 
ktieet,  asihefat.  She  tned  to  rtie  9t  the 
tnoments  fcut  my  dafpinsc  ro«nd  her 
thus  ardently,  drew  her  down  again  % 
and  never  wai  woman  niffe^ri^htod, 


But  free  at  my  cla^iA^  emotion  might 
er  apprehenfivi  heart,  I  had 


appear  to  her  appr( 

not,  at  the  inttant,  any  thought  but 
what  reverence  infpired.  And  dil  iho 
had  aauall V  withdrawn,  f  Which  I  per^ 
mitted  unaer  promife  or  a  fpaedy  pe« 
turn,  and  on  her  conient  to  difinifs  the 
chair]  all  the  motiont  of  my  heart  wevu 
at  pure  at  her  6wn. 

She  kept  not  her  word>  ^  An  hour  I 
waited  before  I  fent  to  claim  her  pro- 
mife. She  could  not  pofiibly  fee  me  yeCt 
waa  her  anfwcr.  At  ibon  at  &e  could, 
flie  would. 

.  Dorcat  fayt,  flie  till  exceiEvely 
trembled ;  and  ordered  her  to  give  her 
hartlhorn  and  water. 

A  ftrtnge  apprehenfive  creature  t  Her 
terror  it  too  great  for  this  occaiion.— 
Evilt  are  often  greater  in  apprehenfioa 
than  in  reality.  Haft  thou  never  ob-  f 
ferved,  that  the  terrors  of  a  bird  caughtt 
and  a^ually  in  theliand,  bear  no  eohi- 
parifon  to  what  we  might  have  fup* 
pofed  thofe  terrert  would  be,  were  we 
to  have  formed  a  judgment  of  the  fame 
bird  by  it*s  ftiyneft  t>eTore  tt  wut  taken ? 

Dear  creatunel— >Did  ftie  never  rompf 
Did  ihe  never,  from  girlhood  to  now» 
hoyden?  The  itmocfnt  kindt  of  free« 
dom  taken  and  allowed  on  tberc/ooca* 
iione,  would  have  familiariaed  her  tii 
greater.  Sacfilege  but  to  touch  the 
hem  of  her  garment  t—£xceft  of  deli- 
cacy !— O  the  confecrated  beauty  1  how 
can  (he  think  to  be  a  wife  ? 
'  But  how  do  I  know  till  I  try,  whe« 
ther  Aie  may  not  by  a  left  alarming 
treatment  be  prevailed  upon,  or  whe- 
ther [Oay^  I  have  done  with  thee  \  ]  flie 
may  notjieU  to  nightly  furprixtsf'^ 
Tint,  ft  tfiU  the  burden  of  my  fong,  I 
can  marry  her  when  I  will.  And  if  I 
do,  after  prevailing,  (whether  by  fur- 
prixe,  or  by  reki&ant  confiwt)  whom 
but  myfelf  ihall  I  have  injured  ? 

It  it  now  eleven  o*clock..  '  She  will 
iee  me  at  foon'at  ihe  can,  Ihe .^I Is  Poll^ 
Horton>  who  made  her  a  tender  viiit, 
and  to  whom  file  it  lefs  ralerved  than 
to  any-body  .elfe.  Her  emotion,  (he 
afluret  her,  wat  not  owing  t(^perverfe« 
pefs,  to  nicety,  to  ill-btiffnour^  but  to 
W0akitef[  of  if  art.  She  has  Aot  Jlreug/h 
of  mind  foAciont,  Ihe  fays,  to  enable 
her  to  fupport  her.  condition! 

Vet  what  a  contradiftion  \'^H''eak" 
mp  of  hoart,  fays  ihe,  with  fu^i)  a 
firtnph  ofwilH^j)  Bclfordi  foe  is  a 

lion-. 


H^ 


CtAftfSfeA  HAft t'o\<rF; 


Kon -hearted  lidf,  in  e^ry  ctife  wbei-e 
Iter  honour,  her  pun^ilto  rather »  calU 
for  fpirit.  But  I  have  had  reafon  more 
than  once  in  tier  cafe^  to  conclude,  that 
the  paffiona  of  Uie  grentle,  fiower^o  be 
moved  than  tbofe  of  the  quick,  are  the 
moil  flamingo  the  moft  irrefiftible,  when 
xaiiied.>v-Yet  her  charming  body  is  not' 
vqually  organized.  The  unequal  part- 
Ser9  pull' two  ways;  and  the  divinity 
within  her  tears  her  filken  frame.  But 
liad  the  (ame  foul  informed  a  inafculine 
hody,  never  would  there  have  been  a 
truer  hero. 

irotfDAYy  TWO  oVlock. 

Nqt  yet  viiibk;!— My  beloved  isJiot 
well.  Ayhat  exf emotions  had  flie  from 
■ly  ardent  M&miration  of  her!-— More 
iude»ei$  than  revenge  apprehended. 
Yety  haw  my  fou)  tbirfts  for  ixvenge 
upon  both  tkefe  ladies  !  I  muithave  re- 
^uife  to  my  mafter-flrokes.  This 
cuiTed  pro^e^l  of  Mifs  Howe  and  her 
Mr$.  Townfend^  (if  I  cannot  contrive 
to  render.it  abortive)  will  be  always  a 
fword  hanging  over  my  head.  Upon 
cvei'y  little  dilbbligation  my  beloved 
will  be  for  talcing  win^;  and  the  pains 
J  have  taken  to  deprive  her  of  every 
other  i^efuge  or  protedioDy  in  order  to 
s»ake  her  abfolutely  dependent  upon 
me,  will  be  all  thrown  away.  But  per- 
haps I  ihall  find  out  a  fmuggler  to 
counterplot  Mifs  Howe* 

Thou  remembreft  the  contention  be- 
tween the  fun  and  the  north. wind,  in 
the  fable;  which  (hould  firft  make  an 
iiofieft  traveller thrgw  off  bis  cloak. 

Boreas  began  lirft.  He  puffed  away 
woft.vehementlyi  and  often  made  the 
poor  felibw  curve  and  ftagger ;  but  with 
BO  other  efFe£>,  than  to  ctufe  him  to 
wrap  his  furtout  the ciofer  about  him. 

But  when  it  came toPhoebus's turn, 
he  To  played  upon  the  traveller  with  bis 
beams,  that  he  made  him  firft  unbut- 
ton, and  then  throw  it  quite  oflT-^^Nor 
ieft  be,  till  he  obliged  him  to  take  to 
the  ffiendJy  fhadeof  a  Ipi^ading beach ; 
whei  eprjlli^tinghimfelfon  the  thrown - 
off  ci oak,  he  too^  a  comfortable  nap. 

The  vi6\or.god.  then,laughed  out- 
right, both  at  Boreas  and  thctraveller, 
and  pttrfued  his  radiant  courfe,  ihining 
upon,  and  warming  and  cherifhing  a 
thoufand  new  obje^s;  as  he  diinced 
along:  ami  at  night,^.when  he  put  up 
Jiis  fin  y  courfei*8,  he  diverted  his  Thetis 
viih  the  relation  of  bis  pranks  in  the 
p;*ffcd  djy. 


I,  in  like  manner,  will  di/card  all  iaf 
boifterous  Jnventions;  and  if  I  caa 
oblig0|ny  fweet  traveller  to  throwafide» 
but  for  OH0  moment,  the  cloak  of  her 
rigid  virtue,  I  fball  have  nothing  to  <loy 
but,  like  the  iim,  to  blefs  new  objefts 
with  my  rays.  But  my  choien  hoor# 
o^  converfation  and  repofe,  after  all  my 
peregrinatioDS,  will  be  devoted  to  my 
goddefs. 

m     m 

And  now,  Bel  ford,  according  to  my 
new  fyftem,  I  think  this  boufe  of  Mn. 
FretchvUle  an  embarrafs  upon  me.  T 
will  getridof  it;  forf6m#timeat  leaft. 
Mennell,  when  I  am  out,  ihall  come  to^ 
licr,  enquiring  for  me,  *  What  for?  * 
thou'lt  afk.  What  for !— Hail  thou  not 
heard  what  has  befallen  poor  Mrs. 
Fretchville?— Then  I'll  tell  thee. 

One  of  her  maids,  about  a  week  ago,  • 
w^s  taken  with  the  (mall-pox.  The 
reft  kept  their  miftrefs  ignorant  of  it 
till  Friday;  and  then  (he  came  to  knovr 
it  by  accident.  The  greater  half  of  thtf 
plagues  poor  mortals  of  condition  are" 
torment^  with,  proceed  from  the  fer- 
vants  they  take,  |ykrtl^  for  fliew,  partly 
for  ufe,  and  virith  a  view  to  Icflen  their 
cares. 

Thil  has  (6  terrified  the  widow,  that 
ihe  is  taken  with  all  the  fymptoms  that 
threaten  an  attack  from  that  dreadful 
enemy  of  fair  faces.— So  muft  not  think 
of  removing!  yet  cannot  exp^^t,  that 
we  fliould  be  further  delayed  on  her 
account.   - 

•  She  now  wifhes,  with  all  ber  beait, 
that  flie  had  known  her  own  mind,  aad 
gone  into  the  country  at  iirft  when  I 
treatrd  about  the  houfet  this  evil  then 
bad  not  happened  1  A  curfed  crofs  ac-' 
cidentforox,  toot— High-ho!  Nothing 
elfe,  I  think,  in  this  mortal  life !  Peo-* 
pie  need  not  ftudy  tO'bring  cro^supon 
th^mfelves  by  their  pliancies. 

So  this  affair  of  the  houfe  will  be 
over;  at  leaft,  for  one  while.  Bill  then 
I  can- fall  upon  an  expedient  which  will 
make  amends  for  this  difappointment. 
I  muft  moveJb^Vf  in  order  to~  ht  fnre^ 
I  hav^  a  charming  contrivance  or  two 
in  my  head,  even  fuppofing  my  beloved 
fliould  get  away,  to  bring  ber  back 
again.     - 

But  what  ia  become  of  Lord  M.  I 
trow,  that  he  writes^not  to  me,  in  an-* 
fwer  to  my  invitation }  If  be  woald  fend 
me  fuch  a  letter  as  I  d>uld  Ihew,  it  might 
go  a  grejtt  yftvf  towards  a  perfect  rtcoiu 
ciliatioQa 
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<i1]atiotl.  I  have  wttittt^  to  Charlotte 
ab<»t  k.  He  (ht]\  ibon  hear  from  mt, 
«nd  diat  in  a  way  he  yron't  like»  if  he 
writes  not  qaicklj.  He  hat  fometimes 
threatened  to  diuoherit  met  but  if  I 
IhoQJd  renounce  Sim,  k  would  be  but 
juftice,  and.  would  vei  him  ten  times 
iDore,  than  any-thing  he  can  do»  will 
jrez  me.  Then,  the  fettleaaentt  un- 
SToidably  ddayed,  by  hie  negleft  !-^ 
How'fiiall  I  bear  fuch  a  life  of  pro- 
craftioation!— I,  who,  at  to  my  will, 
and  impatience,  and  fo-forth,  am  of  the 
true  iadj-make^  and  can  at  little  bear 
con  trout  and  difappoin^roent  at  the  beft 
.of  them  i 

m     « 

Anotbeb.  letter  from  Mifs  Howe, 
I  fuppofe  it  it  that  vvhich  ihe  promifea 
in  her  laft  tP  fend  her  relating  to  the 
jcourtfliip  between  old  Tony  the  uncle, 
aod*Annabella  the  mother.  I  /hould 
be  extremely  rejoiced  to  fee  it.  No 
more  of  the  fmuggler-plot  in  it,  furely! 
This  letter,  it  feems,  (he  has  put  in  her 
pocket.  But  I  hope  I  (hall  foon  find  it 
depofited  with  the  reft, 

VONDAY  SyZNIMO. 

At  my  repeated  requeft  (he  conde- 
fcended  to  m^et  me  in  the  dining-room 
to  afternoon -tea,  and  not  before. 

She  entered  with  baihfulnefs,  as  I 
thought ;  in  a  pretty  confuiion,  for  hav- 
ing carrfed  her  apprebenfiont  tob  fan 
Sullen  and  flow  moved  (he  towardtthe 
tea-table.— Dorcas  prefent,  bufy  in  tea- 
cup.preparations.  I  took  her  reluAant  - 
liand,and  preiTed  it  to  my  lips— 'Deareft, 

*  lovelie(t  of  creatures,  why  this  dif- 
f  unce?  Whythitdiipleafure?— How 
«  can  you  thus, torture  the  faithfulleii 
f  heart  in  the  wof Id  ?* 

3be  difengaged  her  band.  Again  I 
9frould  have  fnatcbed  it. 

<  Be  quiet,'  pcevi(Wy  withdrawing 
It,  And  down  the  fat;  a  gentle  palpi- 
tation in  the  beauty  of  beauties  indi- 
cating mingled  fullenoefs  and  refent- 
inent^  her  ihowy  handkerchief  ri£ng 
and  falling,  and  a  fweet  flulh  over* 
i^rcading  K^r  charming  cheeks* 

<  For  God's  fake.  Madam  I '—And 
«  third  time  I  would  have  taken  her  re- 
fuKinghand. 

'  And  for  the  fame  fake.  Sir  3  no 

*  more  teazing.' 

Dorcas  retired;  I  drew  my  chair 
pcafer  hcft^  aa^  ^^ith  tUc  ipoft  ref^eft* 


ful  tendemeft  took  herliand  $  and  toM 
her,  that  I  could  not  forbear  toexpi«A 
my  apprehenfions,  (from  the  diftxnce 
flie  was  fo  deiirous  to  keep  me -at)  that 
.  if  any  man  in  the  world  was  more  nn* 
JiffevMnt  to  her,  to  ufe  no  hariher wor^ 
than  another,  it  was  the  unhappy  wretdl 
before  her. 

She  looked  fteadily  upon  me  forii 
moment,  and  with  her  other  hand,  not 
withdrawing  that  I  held,  puUed  her 
handkerchief  out  of  her  pocket ;  and 
by  a  twinkling  motion  urged  forward 
a  tear  or  two,  which  having  arifta  m 
each  fweet  eye,  it  was  plain  by  thatmo^ 
tion,  (he  would  rather  have  difiinated  t 
but  anfwered  me  only  with  a  figb,  and 
an  averted  face. 

I  urged  her  to  fpeak  $  to  look  up  at 
me  {  to  bleft  me  with  an  eye  morv  fa^ 
vourable. 

I  had  reafon,  (he  told  me,  for  mj 
complaint  of  her  indifference.  She  fair 
nothing  in  my  mind  that  was  generous* 
I  was  not  a  man  to  be  obligedorfavotnr- 
ed.  My  ftrange  behaviour  to  her  fine* 
.  Saturday  night,  ySr  no  canfe  at  all  thai 
Jhe  knetv  of\  convinced  her  ci  this* 
Whatever  hopes  ihe  had  conceived  of 
me,  were  utterly  diilipated:  all  my  wayt 
were  di(gu(iful  to  her. 

This  cut  me  to  the  heart.  The  gj^iltft 
I  believe,  in  eyery  cafe,  lefs  patiently 
bear  the  deteAing  truth,  than  thelnao* 
cent  do  ihe  degrading  fal(hood. 

I  befpoke  her  patience,  while  I  toc^ 
the  liberty  to  account  for  this  change 
on  my  part.— I  re -acknowledged  the 
pride  of  my  heart,  which  could  not  beat 
the  thought  of  that  want  of  preference 
in  the  heart  of  a  lady  whom  I  hoped  t# 
calamine,  which  (he  had  always  mani« 
fefted.  Marriage^  I  faid,  was  »ftate 
that  was  not  to  be  entered  upon  with 
Indifference  on  either  fide«  ' 

*  It  is  infolence,'  interrupted  Qie,  *  it 
<  is  a  prefumptton^  Sir,  to  expe6k  tokent 

*  of  value*  without  refolvin^  to deferuB 

*  them.  You  have  no  whinmg  creature 

*  before  you,  Mr.  Lovelace,  overcoo[ie 

*  by  weak  motives,  to  love  where  there 

*  is  no  nterit.  Mils  Howe  can  tell  vou, 

*  Sir,  that  I  never  loved  the  faults  of 
^  my  friend ;  nor  ever  wi(hed  her  to 

*  love  me  for  mine.  It  was  a  rule  with 

*  us  not  to  fpare  each  other.  And  wou  1  d 

*  a  man  woo  h^s  nothing  but  faults, 
'  (forpoiy,Sir,whatareyourvirtucs>) 
^  cxpeft  that  I  Ihouid  Ibcw  a  value  for 

'  Jhimt 
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htm  r  I^cltea,  if  I  did,  I  Aoiild  bm 
dtfervc  even  Aif  vftliic|  bnt  ought  to 
be  dtfpiftd  by  htm.* 
•  Wdl  b«YC  yotiy  MadsiB)  k«pt  iJ^ 
to  this  noblt  manner  of  thiBking. 
Yoa  ane  in  no  danger  of  being  do- 
fipikd  far  any  marka  of  tenderncft  dr 
faTour  &ewn  to  the  man  before  you, 
Yoci  have  been  perfaapa,  jmii^i/ tbkk, 
UmdMy  fttidioot  of  making  and  tak« 
ing  occafiona  to  declare,  that  it  waa 
fef  from  beinff  owins  to  your  cMr#y 
that  yon  had  anv  jthoughts  of  me. 
My  whole  foul.  Madam,  in'  all  it'a 
errors,  in  all  it's  wifliea,  in  all  itV 
viewsi  had  been  laid  open  and  naked 
before  you,  had  I  been  encouraged  by 
fuch  a  ihare  in  your  confidence  and 
cftcem,  aa  would  ^have  fecured  me 
againft  your  apprehended  worft  con- 
ftruflions  of  what  I  (hould  from  time 
to  time  have  rereakd  to  you,  and  con- 
fulted  you  upon.  Forncvcr  waa  there 
a  franker  heart  \  nor  a  man  fo  ready 
to  accufc  himfelf,'  [TW/,  Uelfcrd,  is 
irut.  ]  *  Bpt  you  know,  Madam,  how 
much  otherwife  it  has  been  between 
us  .-^Doubt,diftance,  refer  ve,  on  your 
part,  begat  doubt*  fear«  awe,  on  mine. 
•^•How  little  confidence!  as  if  we  ap- 
prehended each  other  to  be  a  plotter 
rather  th^  a  lover.  How  have  I 
dreaded  every  letter  that  has  been 
brought  vou  from  Wilfon*s  1-— And 
with  reaion:  (ince  the  laft,  from  which 
I  expected  fo  much,  on  account  of  the 
propofals  I  had  made  you  in  writing, 
has,  if  I  may  judge  by  the  eiieas,  and 
by  your  denial  of  feeing  me  yefter- 
day,  (though  you  could  go  abroad, 
and  in  a  ihair  too,  to  avoid  my  at* 
tendaaca  on  you)  fet  yo»  againft  mt 
more  tban4ver/  . 

<  I  was  guilty,  it  iecms,  of  going  to 
church,*  fatd  the  indignant  thamter| 
and  Without  the  company  of  a  man, 
whole  choice  it  would  not  have  beeil 
to  go,  had  I  not  go^^— i  was  guilty 
of  defiringto  have  the  whole  Sunda^ 
to  myiclf,  after  I  had  obliged  you; 
againft  my  will,  at  a  play;  and  after 
you  had  detained  ine  (equally  to  my 
dtflike)  to  a  very  late  hour  over- night: 
p« Theie  w«re  my  foults  t  for  thele  I 
was  to  be  poniiked :  I  was  to  be  coan  - 
pelled  to  ice  you,  and  to  be  terrified 
when  I  did  fee  you,  by  themoft  ikoek- 
ing  ill.  humour  that  was  evtr  ihewii 
to  a  creature  in  ttiy  eircuttiAaifpeSf  and 
not  bound  to  bear  it.  You  have  pre« 


tended  M  flBd  free  fiult  widi  ntj  fii« 
ther'a  tamper,  Mr.  Lovelacet  b«ttke 
worik  that  he  evtr  ilivwed  i^«r  mir- 
riage,  vraa  not  in- the  leaft  to  be  eaai- 
frated  ta  what  you  hiive  fliewn  Msenty 
times  i^#.iMiW.-*-Atid  what  are 
my  prd()icft»  with  you,  at  the  verr 
beftr<^My  IndignatioB  rifeo  againft 
you, -Mr.  Lovtlate,  while  I  f^lt^  to 
you,  when  I  recotleA  the  many  i»- 
tancea,  equally  ungeneroua  and  on. 
polite^  of  your  behavioor  to  one  whom 
you  hive  br»nght  into  diftreiW^And 
I  can  hardly  bear  you  in  my  fight.* 
She  tamed  from  me,  fiafiding  up; 
ind  lifting  up  her  folded  handa,  and 
harming  eyes  (Wimining  in  tears,  <  O 
my  father  t*  (hid  the  iniftiittble  crea- 
ture, <  you  might  have  fparcd  your 
heavy  eurfe,  had  you  kdown  how  I 
have  been  puniOied,  ever  fince  my 
fwerving  fbet  ted  me  out  of  yonrgar- 
den  'doors  to  meet  this  man  r— .Then, 
finking  into  her  chair,  a  burft  of  pafton  - 
ate  tears  forced  their  )^y  down  her 
glowing  checks.  ^ 

«  My  deareft  life,*  taking  her  (HI! 
folded  hands  in  mine,  *  who  can  bear 
an  invocation  fo  affefling,  though  fo 
paitionater 

And,  as  I  hope  to  live,  my  nofe 

ngled,  as  I  once,  when  h  boy,  refttem^ 

ber  it  did,  (and  indeed  once  XRott  rcrf 

lately)  juft  before  fome  tears  came  int^ 

my  eyes;  and  I  dtarft  hardly  truft  my 

"^tce  in  view  of  hers. - 

'  What  have  I  done  to  deferve  tbia 

impatient  exclamation ?-^Have  I,  at 

any  time,  by  word ,  by  deeda,  by  looks, 

given  you  ca^nTe  to  doubt  my  noaour, 

my  reverence,  my  ad^atiotif  I  may. 

call  it,  of  your  virtues }  All  i«  owing 

to  miiapjprehenfion,  T  hope,  on  bbtK 

fides.    .Condefcend  to  clear  dp  but 

your  part,  as  I  will  mine^and  all  mulft 

ipeedily  be  happy.— Would  to  H^- 

ven  I  loved  ttiat  Heaven  a$  I  love 

youl  And  yet,  if  I  doubted  a  return 

in  love,  let  me  perifli  if  I  fiioold  know 

to  wifh  you  mine  (•^*Gtve  me  hope^ 

deareft  creature,  give  me  but  hope^ 

that  I  am  your  preferable  choice!-* 

Give  me  but  hope,  that  you  hate  ma 

not :  that  you  do  not  alefiifi  W.* 

*  O  Mr.  Lovelace,  we  have  been  long 

enough  together,  to  be  tired  of  ehch 

other's  hurfiours  and  ways;  ways  ind 

humours  ib  different,  that  perbapt 

J  op  ought  to  dillike  M^,  aa  much  o» 
do>jy»<-*I  think^I  think,  tbaft  I 
'\  *  caonot 
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•  .tht  value  jajjC  profcfs  f»?  nK«    My 
^  tamper  Is'utKrly  ruined. .,  You  ba>pr 


J4j 


iven  me  an  ilj  opiiMon  of  ail  iQaiw 

il^n<^  of  votiM'felt  IB  pmrtici^vbr^  ^d 
.withal  (b  ,p|4  %  ^^^^  9tmy^^  that  X 

♦utterly  and  for,evcr  loft  all  that  fclfi 
<  coiDpU^cncy^  and  confcious  jpridey 

*  ^ich  9re  Co  necefliry  tg  carry  a  wo-» 

*  man  throi^h  tbi»  Ufe  witU  t^l^ral^U 
'  fatUfaavqn  ^aher'fclf/ 

'  She  pauRd.  t  va<  CUnt.  '  By  ipy 
«  TquI/  thought  I»  *  thi^  fw^UrcaUirc 
»  will  at  laft  undp  tftft!' 

She  proce«d«d  •.— '  What  hqw  rc» 
'  mains,  but  that  yoaproAOuace  iqc  Ciet 

*  of  all 'obligatiQQ  ttt  yon?  Ai^d  tbat 
^  vgu  birder  »e  npt  frgna  purfutng  4i« 
«  Oeftiny  that  diall  be  allQUcd  mer  ,  . 

Again  fhepaufed.    1  waa  ftiliCSc^t) 
meditating  wji(;ttker  tg  ronoiHiQe  aU  fvr- 
jker  aei]|rn9  upoA  beit»  whetHer  I  b»(i 
not  received  fum(ueat«vid^ng^«Ca  virt 
tue,  and  of  a  ^amcCs  of  fouU  tt(al 
CQuId  not  be  queikioned  or  iin^ch«(t » 
Shfe  wcnl  99 :— .« Propitiouft  to 4^b« 
yoiir  rjciice,  Mr.  l«QVcUf is  l^tr-lfcll 
mcy  tha(  I  ap>  free  qC  sid  gbligauoi^ 
to  yov.    Yqu  k/)QW4  T  UUvrr  oiad^ 
^«  promifea^    Ypu  know,  that  vou! 
are  not  under  any  t04rf .— ^y  bfpLen 
fortunet  I  rpaner  wt— ^-?'  * 

Shp.  wai  proceeding—*'  My  d^areft 
}ife/  faid  It,  *  I  bave  l)ceo  all  ihi% 
'time,  tbough  you  fill  me  with  do^bta 
of  your  favour,  biify  ia  tbe  nuptial 
preparatioiii.  J  aco  aftually  iatreat]i 
for  equipage,'   ,  .         . 

•  Rquipaj^ei  Sir!— Trappings*  tillf^;!  i 
•—What  If  eauipag**-^hat  '\%  lif*— 
what  if  anv.tKiag»  ta  a  creature  (uAk^ 
to  low  as  a  am  in  my  own  opinion!-^. 
L^bocuripg  under  a  fatber'a  ctirij^l^^ 
Unable  tg  IpQ^  backward  without 
ftff-r«>rQskh».  Qr  forward  wtthou^ 
tcrrocNrThrfe  sefleftlona  fttengtUn* 
cd  by  every  erofa  accident  !«^Aod 
what  out  cr«r«  accidents  bqfal  ntf  !rM 
All  loy  darling  fcben^ea  dafted  La 
pieces*  ?n  my  hopei  at  an  end]  deny 
me  no(  tbe  liberty  to  refuge  myijElF  ia 
Tome  obfcure  corner,  w&erc  neithem 
the  en^miea  you  hive  ma^i  cne^  o^ 
tbe  few  fricAdi  JOY  have  left  qk^ 
may  evev  b^ar  pftbe  fuppofcd  x^^^ 
•nt»  ull  tbofe  bappy  moments  are  at 
bands  which  ftaU  eipiate  for  aU  r  » 
I  ba4  9otii  wocd  t»  &y  fox  Ay6ir^ 
f9i;Cl&  1^  war  lA  iny  mind  ba4  I  never 


iuu)wiw  .Gnitltude«aivladfnuratiotto(r 
the  excellent  creature- beforM^e^  co|n» 
Ming  witbvilUinQU&babitt  >v4th.re» 
fglutiona  (anfemcditateicQy  inade»  and 
with  views  io  mudi  gloritd  }nl— An 
bundled  new  eontrivancea  in  my  Iku^t 
and  in  my  beart»  that  to  be  booeft»  aa 
it  ia  called*  oivft  all  be  n^vei  ud^  by  « 
hesrt  deli^nting  im  intrtgue  and  diC^ 
cully-^Mifs  Howe^s  virulences  eadi^^ 
vQuied  to  he  recollefted— Yet  recoK 
legion  refudng  to  brii^  them  forwsird 
Triib  the  requIStK  efficacy— I  bad  cer* 
pljoif  be<ti  a  loft  man»  lud  not  Ooreat 
CQORf^  iealanably  in,  with  aletterw^On 
tboCt^terfqription  written— '*  BtfU^^g 

.  Iretireat«itbewi«daw«-QpcinediV-» 
It  was  fcamJOiorca^  bet ielf.n^Tbafe^if 
gontentsr-'  Be  f)}eare4  tg  dftUift  ipy 

*  ladv;  apaper  of  impgrt^cetg trail* 

<  fcribft.    I  .will  cougb  wbeA  I  hl^Y 

<  dgne/  . 
•lw\  tbe  f aner  in  my  poo^n^  ap<l 

tvfned  to  my^cnarmevy  kis  di(concert« 
ed,  ^  A»e,  by  that  time,  bad  alia  a  lit-* 
tlei  reeoveced  hf^rCiflf.-*^^  obe  ffvovr,  . 

*  do^-eft  creatu(pr-^et  me  but  k.qow» 
'  whether  Miia  ttewfi^  approvea  gr  4if« 
^  appwufs gf  my i^opgijJs?-^!  kngv« 
'  biir  tg  be  my  en4»y<  I  was^  intend <• 
'  inj;  ta  account  tgyou  (gj;  the  cbapg^ 
'  ot  behaviour  you  9K;cured  me  of  at 
'  the  bi^niii^  of  the  converfiaioni 
'  bptwi^  diverted  frgm  U  byy^ui'vc* 
^bemence*  .lodeedi my balaved crea* 

*  tttfc,  yog  were  t^^eo*  iiebemw-    JP<s 

*  you  tbink^  it  u]iu|  iu>c  be  matter  of 
^m^  regret  (g  me^  n^  6n4  my  w;lhe% 
'  ig  often  delayed  and  f^»ftpQiied  i^  h- 

*  vour  of  your  predomiaaat  view  tit  * 
^  r^oaciliatio^wifKy«urreUtiQ|uwh<» 
'  will  not  be  reconciled  to  j-gnft-^Tia 

<  ihia  wan  Qwii^^ur  declining  tpce- 
'  lebrate  ciur  nupti»la  UCore  ^4k  c;aaM| 
'  to  town,  though  you  ^er^  &i  auroi* 
«  ciguAy  treaitd  by  your  fiftcfy  amcf 
^  your  wh«k  fanaily>  W  tbetugh  ff 
^  ardently  preifed  to  celebrate  by  mcr^ 
^  Tp  thii  was  gwin^  t3a»  ready  oJCeace 

*  you  took  at  my  four  fri«|idsi  and  a^ 
'  the  unav^ng  attempt  I  made  to  fee 
'  a  dropt  letter^  little  imagining*  fp^na 

*  what  twg  fuch  ladi^a  c^d  write. to 

*  each  other,  that  there  couUi  be  jfootm 

*  £grm«<'t^4iiiU^ia(ure.<-»Tptba  yeke 

*  owin^.the  week's  didanct  you  bf}4^. 
'  me  at,  till  ygukuew  the  iiTue  of  ano. "' 
Vtbera 


rcj 


u:  ap|^catig<^.<*»^ut  when  they  ^^^ 
c^d  that}  when  yOu  h^  Tent  my 
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*  'Madam,  the  fudden  change  in  your 

*  conduft  the  very  next  morning,  afto- 

*  ni(h  and  diibefs  me?— And  this  per- 
«  fifted  in  with  ftill  ftfoneer  declara-. 
«  tions,  after  you  had  received  the  im- 
«  patiently- expc£ted  letter  from  Mifii 

*  Howe}  muft  I  not  conclude,  that  all 

*  was  owing  to  her  influence^  and  that 

*  fomc  other  application  or  projeft  wat 
^  meditating,  that  made  it  necdTaryto 
«  keep  ne  again  at  diftance  till  the  refalt 
«  were  known,  and  which  was  to  de- 

*  f  rive  me  of  yoti  for  ever?  for  was  not 

*  tfiat  yo\ir  conftantjy  propofed  preli- 

<  minary?— Well,  Madam,  might  I 
,  «  be  wrought  up  td  a  half-phrenty  by 

<  this  apprehenftoni  and  well  might  I 
€  charge,  you  with .  hating  me«— Ana 

<  now,  deareft  creature,  tet  roe  knoW| 

*  I  once  more  afk  you,  what  h  Mifi 
^  Howe*s  opinion  of  my  propofali  V 

'  <  Were  I  difpofed  to  debate  with  yoa, 
«  Mr.  Lovelace,  I  conld  very  eafily, 

*  anfwcr  your  fine  harangue.    But  a^ 

*  prefent,  I  ihall  only  fay,  that  your 

*  ways  have  been  very  unaccountable. 

*  Youfeemtomc,ifyourmeaningswerc 

<  always  juft,  to  have  taken  great  paina 
«  to  embarrafs  them.    Whether  owing 

*  in  you  to  the  want  ofa  clear  head,  or  a 

*  foundheart,  I  cannot  determine;  bu^ 

*  it  is  to  the  want  of  one  of  them,  I  ve- 

*  rily  think,  that  I  am  to  afcribe  the 

<  gieateft  part  of  your  ftrange  condua.* 

*  Curfe  upon  the  heart  of  the  little 

*  devil,'  faidi,  «  who  inftigates  you  to 
«  think  fo  hardly  of  the  ^thfuUefC 
«  heart  in  the  world!' 

<  How  dare  you,  Sirr  Atid  there  (he 
llopt)  having  ahnoft  overfliot  herfelf^ 
as  1  dcfigned  (he  Oiould. 

*  How  dve  I  njubat,  Madam  ?*  Ana 
T  looked  .wiui  meaning.     <  How  dare  t 

*  tvbath 

«  Vile  mart?— And  do  you—*  And 
toKtt  again  flie  ftopt. 

<  Bo  I  ivbat^  Madam  N— And  why 

«  How  dare  you  cUrfe  att^-hodj  in  my 
«  prefcncer 

O  the  fweet  receder!  But  that  was 
not  to  ffo  off  fo  with  a  Lovelace* 
*-     *  Why  then,   deareft  creafufe,    is 
i  there  any- My  that  ittftigates  yott?*^. 


<  If  there  be,  again  J  eurfe  tbem,  .bf 

*  they  whom  they  wiff".* 

She  Nvas  in  a  charming  pretty  paflion. 
And  this  was  the  firft  time  that  I  ha4 
the  odds  in  my  favour. 
«  Well,  Madam,  it  Is  juft  as  ( 
thought.  And  now  I  know^ow  t^ 
account  for  a  temper  that  I  hope  i\ 
not  natttrttl  to  you.*  . 
'<  Artful  wretch!  And  ii  it  thus  yoi^ 
would  entrap  me?  But  knowj  Sir, 
that  I  received  letters  from  nobody 
but  Mifs  Howe;  Mifs  Howe  likes 
(bme  of  your  ways  as  little  as  I  do ^ 
for  I  have  fet  every-thing  before  faer^ 
Yet  (be  is  thus  far  yoar  enemy,  as  (he 
is  mine.  She  thinlcs  t  (hould  not  rc^ 
fu(e  your  offers j  but  endeavour  tq 
make  the  beft  of  my  lot.  And  nou( 
you  have  the  truth.  Would  tp  Hca^ 
ven  you  were  capable  of  dealing  with 
equal  (incerity!' 

*  I  am.  Madam.  And  here,  on  my 
knee,  F  renew  my  vows,  and  my  (up* 
plication,  that  you  will  make  ma 
yours.  Yours  for  ever.  And  let 
me  have  cauife  to  blefs  you  and  Mifa 
H6«re  in  the  (ame  breath.' 

To  fay  the  truth,  Belford,  I  had  be-, 
fore  begun  to  think,  that  the  vixen  oC  , 
a  girl,  who  certainly  likes  not  Hicki 
man,  was  in  love  with  me. 

'  Rile,  Shr,  from  your  too  ready 

*  knees,  and  mock  me  not.* 

•*  Too-reaJy    IneesT    thought    I. 

<  Thbugh  this  humble  pofture  fo  littlq 

<  affects  this  proud  beauty,  (he  knows 

<  not  how  much  I  have  obtained  oC 

<  others  of  her  fex,  nor  how  often  ( 

*  have  been  forgiven  for  the  laft  ft* 

<  tempts  by  kneeling.*  ^ 

*  Mock  you,  Madam!  *  And  I  aro(e» 
and  re-urged  her  for  the  day.  I  blamed 
myfelf  at  the  (ame  time,  for  the  invi« 
tation  I  had  given  to  Lord  M.  as  i%, 
might  fi^jefl  me  to  delay  from  his  in« 
(irmities:  but  told  her,  that  I  would, 
write  to  him  to  excufe  me,  if  (he  had. 
no  obie6iion;  or  to  give  him  the  day. 
(he  would  ifive  me,  and  not  wait  foe 
him,  if  he  could  not  come  in  time. 

-*  My  day.  Sir,*  faid  (he,  *  is  never« 

*  Be  not  furprized.    A  perfon  of  po« 
^  litenefs  judging  between  us,  would 

<  not  be  furprized  that  I  fay  fo.    But 

*  indeed,  Mr.  Lovelace,'  ^and  wtpt 
through  impatience]  '  you  either  know. 

*  not  now  to  treat  with  a  tnind  of  the, 

*  leaA  degree  of  delicacy,   iiotwith- 
^  ftanding  your  biith  and  education,  or 

•      *  yua 


^  yon  are  an  ingrattful  man;  and"  [after 
ft  pAuie]  '  a  'worfe  th^  insrateful  one. 

*  But  I  will  retire.  I  will  lee  yoa  agjain 

*  to-morrow.  I  cannot  befprt.  I  think 
^  I  bate  you.  You  may  look.  Indeed. 
^  I  thiok  I  hate  you.  And  if«  upon  a 
'  re- examination  of  my  own  heart,  L 
'  find  I  do»  I  would  not  fbr  the  world 
'  that  matters  fliould  go  on  farther  be- 

*  tween  us.' 

But  I  fee,  I  fee,  ihe  doet  not  hatt 
met  How  it  would  mortify  my  vanity, 
if  I  thought  there  was  a  woman  in  the 
world>  much  more  this,  that  could  ^^/e 
me!  *Tis  evident,  villain  as  (he  thinka 
me,  that  I  (hould  not  be  an  ^intu  vil- 
lain,  if  I  could  but  at  laft  in  qmm  in* 
ftance  ceafe  to  be  a  villain!  She  could, 
not  Jtold  it,  determined  as  ihe  had 
thought  herfelf,  I  faw  by  her  eyes,  the 
moment  I  endeavoured  to  diffipate  her 
apprehenfions,  on  my/M-r/^  hues^ 
as  ihe  calls  them«  .The  moment. the 
rou^h  covering  my  teazinff  behaviour 
has  thrown  over  her  affe6^ions  is  quit» 
removed,  I  doubt  not  to  find  all  filk 
and  filver  at  the  bottom,  all  foft,  bright, 
and  charming, 

I  was  however  too  mu^h  vexed,  dif* 
concerted,  mortified,  to  hinder  her  from 
aetiring..  And  yet  (he  had  not  gone, 
if  Dorcas  had  not  coughed. 

The  wench  came  in,  as  foon  as  her 
lady  had  retired,  and  gave  me  the  copy 
Ihe  bad  taken.  And  what  Ihould  it  be 
'but  of  the  anfwer  the  truly-admirable 
creature  had  intended  to  give  to  my 
written  propofals  in  relation  to  fettle* 
nents? 

J  have  but  juft  dipt  into  this  alFed- 
ing  paper.  Were  I  to  read  it  atten- 
tively, not  a  wink  ihould  I  ileep  this 
ni^t.  To-morrow  it  ihall  obtain  my. 
lianotts  confideration. 


LETTER    XXXVI. 

MB..   I.OVELACB,   TO  JOHN. BEL* 
FOBD,  ES<^. 

TUXSDAr  MOaMIHG,  MAT  «)• 

THE  dear  creature  deilres  to  be  ex- 
cufed  feeing  me  till  evening.  $he 
Im,  not  very  well  as  Dorcas  tells  me.  > 
Kead  here,  if  thou  wilt,  the  paper, 
taanfcribcd  by  Dorcas*.  It  is  impom<r » 
ble  ths^t  I  (hould  proceed  with  my  pro-  > 
jcfia  agaiiift  this  admirable  woman,; 
s  it  not  that  I  am  ieii»ifcd|  after  a 


CLARISSA    HARLOWeC*  1^4/ 

lew  trials  more,  if  at  nobly  Aiftainecl . 
as  tboie  ihe  has  alivady  paifed  through, 
to  make  her  (if  ihe  raally  hate  me  not)  • 
legally  mine. 


'TOMB.  LOVStACB. 

*  TX7  H  £  N  a  woman  if  married,  that 

^^     *  fupreme  earthly  obligation 

*  requires  that  in  all  inftances  where* 
'  her  hulband's  real  honour  is  con-  > 

*  cemed,  (he  ihould  yield  her  own  will  • 
'  to  his.  But^  before* hand,  I  could 
'  be  glad,  conformably  to  what  I  have 

*  always  fignified,  to  have  tbemofteX'w 

*  plicit  alTurances,  that  every  poifible 

*  way  (hould  be  tried  to  fvoid  litiga-« 

*  tion  with  my  father.  Time  and  pa-« 
'.  tience  will  fubdue  all  things.  My 
'  profpe^ls  or  happinefs  are  extremely 

*  contra^ed.  A  huiband*s  rif^ht  wilt 
'  be  always  the  fame.    In  my  life-time 

<  I  could  wiih  nothing  to  be  done  o£ 
'  this  fort.    Your  circumftances,  Sir^ 

*  will  not  oblige  you  to  extort  violently 
'  from  him  what  iy  in  his  hands.    Ail 

*  that  depends  uponaK,  either  with  re-* 
'  gard  to  my  perfon,  to  mydiverfionsr 

*  or  to  the  oeconomy  thaf  no  married' 
'  woman,  of  whatever  rank  of  Quality^ 

*  (hould  be  above  infpe6ling,  ihall  be 

*  done,  to  prevent  a  neceffity  for  fucia 
'  meafures  being  taken.    And  if  ther». 

<  will  be  no  ngitjfitytiox  them,  it  is  U> 

*  be  hoped  that  motives  lefi  excufable. 

*  will  not  have  force— Motives  which 
'  muft  be  founded  in  a  littlenefs  of 

*  mind  which  a  woman,  who  has  »«/> 

<  that  littlenefs  of  mind,  will  be  underi 

*  fuch  temptations  as  her  duty  will 

*  hardly  be  able  at  all  times  to  check,  to 

*  defpiie  her  huiband  for  having)  ef-^ 

*  pecially  in  cafes  where  her  own  fa- 

*  mily,  fo  much  a  part  of  herfelf,  and« 

*  which  will  haxe  obligations  upon  her 
'  (though  then  but  fecondary  ones) 
'  from  which  (he  can  never  be  freed,  ia 
'  intimately  concerned.  * 

*  This  article,  then,  I  urge  to  your 
'  mod  ferious  eonfideration,  as  what 
'  lies  next  my,  heart.  I  enter  not  here 
'  minutely  into  the  fatal  mifundei-ftand- 

*  ing  between  them  and  you:  the  fault* 

<  may  be  in  both.    But,    Sir,  jQurt 

*  vras  the  foundation- fault:   at  leaft, 

*  you  gave  a  too  plaufible  pretence  for 

*  my  brother^s  antipathy  to  work  upon  • 
'  Condefcenfion  was  no  part  of  your 

*  iiudy.    You  chofe  to  bear  the  im*^ 

<  ptttktions  laid  to  your  charge,  rather 

%Z%      ,         «thaii 
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<.thiM^  tQm»]^e  it  }tQur  endcavovr  ta 
.•  B«t  thh  tftsKr  IM  5^  fitteWfe.'; 

<  I  will  only  fay,  in  this  plt*t,-«i»t,  W 

*  their  eye,  you  have  robbed  them  of 
«  a  daughlttr  tlMy  do.aM^  .•tipon  j  and 

*  tl\at  ^heir  resentments  on  this  occa-, 
<'*bh  tJfe  bot  ifi  ph>pohion  to  i^ffcir 
'frnt^.tttA  their  difeypoiwmcnt.  If, 
*'-tiiey  y9ttt  faulty  in  feme  of  the  tticA- 

<  -ffeffes  'th*jr  tjoofc,  t^hflc  th«y  thettj-^ 
<'ftilvtfs  Ura  not  tbrnl:  lb,  tv4to  ftial]^ 
«|trtlJefor?ft«li^  Ye^ik  Sit,  whowil( 
«  j^»d£fc  etery-body  «s  you  pleai^,  and^ 
•^fpilT  I«^  Yibbbdy  jutet  yott  ih  ^«»iir 
**  e«Mr  partkular^  atm  not  be  r^^V 
*"  J#^ge>— It  ntify  thertftjte  be  exjpdSt^d,^ 

*  thrt  they  tvill  fttfnti  but.  , 
'  *  As  fbr  mjfeif,  Sir,  I  thuft  Iwtc^ 

«  it  fSo  ftems  it  to  bedtftJned]  t»  j^our 
'   *'  itkftiee,  to  treat ttre  a^  you  IhaUtm^Tc 

*  1  defafte:  b«t  if  ybttr  future  bchtk-] 

*  ti'twit-to  ibim  h  not  go^ferfled  by  th^t, 
*•  W<h-ibwiwIJngitttplattd>Ieiieft,\cbielv' 

*  ytHx  thtirge  ii|«)U  Whre  tit  fhh'  tem-j 
•  *  y^rsyth^ftrlehdc^  tf  pm  fttiiiljr,  and. 

*  iht  excdlent  ebflt^feer  of  fim  6f 
^tb«ti}|  (tf  d?  indeed;  tibleiv  ytAit  xmn 

*  totifcleiict  furtiiroei  yxpck  "tilth  6tie^ 
*■  *if^etceptT6t))  will,  on  better  confi- 
«  dehttfon,  duewry-thrng  #ith  tbem  •/ 

*  ftff  tbey  mrfy  be  X)TtrtottKi  ^rhaps,^ 
«  hw«^ver,  -with  tbe  ttiof€  dftficuUy,^ 

*  lis  tfte  greatly  woi^wrbifs  left  bear* 

*  coMieui  tndr  uilttppoffitrtreTit  thai! 
*'  otbei-8^.  fbr  1  '^vlll  a«rYi  tbycyu,  that  I^ 

*  fia^  tffteh  m  ftctw  htrtented,  tbJit, 

*  tii^T  ^t^at  ac  (|U  t)refnet)  t%  na^  been  a^ 
«  fhUft  to  them ;  perhaps  aa  great  a  fbaxt,] 
■  tift  fcAtie  otblfr  KcitKfita]&  baVe  been' 
« ■  to  you;  which  being  feft  imthedhrtdy 
«yb*r  own  gifts,  you  hate  flill  Mt' 

*  rtaftm  tbah  tb^  \o  taluc  foxirfAf 
•upon  them.  [ 

«  Let.  me  only,  on  ^h  Aihje6^,  fui*-* 
«  tbert)WhTc,  tbat  cendeftenfien  h  not 
•*  mettnfttfs.  Tbepc  hti  gtery  in  yicM-^ 
f  ing,  that  hardly  iny  viofcnf  Mm 
«*•  cVK  ^idge  Of;  My  bttrther  fieibai**, 
«  f*  Ho  ^ore  fenfible  -of  A/^  tWn  vm.^ 
<  Btrt  «s  you  have  talentt,  wbith  he, 

*  ha»  no^,  (who,  huwe^er,  ha*,  Ibt)pfc,, 

*  thHt  regard  for  morals,  the  want  of 

*  wbkh  makes  one  of  hia  objeiltoM  to ' 
«•  you)  I  could  wHh  it  tnay  not  be  ow-| 

«  mgtow»,  that  ybtir  tnumaltNiKkn  ,  __. 

••  16  *i<*  other  A>n«tJbbfide}  fork  ia'  «ieMf»r^lll^  in 

*  mycatneftbo^,  thactintfmeyomna^',  «^^tt'][  IM^tMnol  ^Mfe  W 
«  §et  eieh  other ,  without  exciting  iStH '  <  gny^ 


*  feao  pf  a  wife  Slid  t£fcB  fori 

«'ftq^n*%.  '*«  Art T fcopt 

«  yoti  to  y^dd  in  p«nt4  tha^' truly  e«n: 
«  temcdyouf  honour:  no,^ir;  IttoM^ 
«  Vas  delitae  in  Ibch,  &i  you  yoCfr^ 
'*  !^1f:  Wrt  dftlkvte',  Iwili  vtntuitlM^ 
«  f^v,  beea^i^  moi«  uk^hmfy  (b.  n^, 
«•  Win,  how  coAti^mJiVible,  jS  tbat  prfde, 
*•  ^h5fch  Atfws  itfcw  in  ftiitding  upoi^ 

<  ^minuTive  obfervsjncei;  and  givr% 

<  up,  and  makes4  jdt  of,  the  mon  irii- 
«  jjorrtnt  duties! 

<  This  anitle  being  tdnlMMd  «f  X 
.  *  wift,  all  the  reft  ynn  bfe  ealy .    W^ 

<  t  to^rttpt  «f  tbe  hmdibhie  fi^iknte 
*'  ^piroxrifion  y«u  ftem  to  intend  m^i  addhx 
«•  to  the  conAderabh  txta\  ^riMfibin 

*  tftygfantiftith€fV«fbttfincehi$defclh, 

*  (more  cbiWiderable  tbin  ^tb^pi  you 

*  tfmy  (bppefefrom  ^urt>ftf : )  I  ibool^ 
'  thitik  it  my  ^tV  tb  lav  up  for  tbe  fli- 
'  miiy  jpwd',  4nd  rot  nntbfMben  etents^ 
«« ooT  ^  it:  fbt,  sk  n>  my  doniitioBtK 

<  t  wttuld  genvttlly  ^onltnb  myftlf  ih 

<  tbftfn  to  tEe  tentb  of  Niy  {ncMnt,;be 
*'Mt  what  Itx^ould.'  I  Slim  at  tiOffUre 
^  ih  what  I  do  of'tb^t  ibn.  AH  i  wit 
«•  for,  is  the  power  of  teKtring  the 

*  lame,  the  blind,  the  ficfc)  and  min- 
*■  tiufttrotft  pw»',  and  tboft  wboui  ic- 
^  tident  ha^  tn^dt  fo^  iftt  ibtfden  dif? 
^  ^A  fedueed.  Tbo  comtnon  or bi^ 
'  beggars  I  teave  to  othert,  and  totlie 
^'  publick  pirotifton.    Thty  tanuot  be 

*  lower,  pvrhipt  they  wift  not  to  be 
^  bighef.:   and,   nut  able  to  do  ^f 

*  evtry-one,  I  aim  norat  N^rka  of  fn- 
«'Mrarog[Mion.  Two  hundred  poiinda 
«-a  yifar  ^♦onM  Jd6'^  I  witi  to  do 

<  of  the  feparate  fort;  for  aU  abots  T 
<' would  tnntmt  layfHf  to  aik  yduj^ 

*  e3tt*pr,  mrfttuKfkog  yott  own  iecono* 
*'  nty,  yon  wodd  gi^  tip  tny  mM^ 
« nient  and*fcee)>}ng,  in  ot^itr  to  !»•• 

<  vide  for  future  contfhgentiei,  \  hifyi^ 

<  portion;  for  which,  as  your  ftewardg 

*  I  wouldjr^larlKai[;couiu;.      ^ 

<  Ar«»^Mhs,'I  bate  pattiettlariy 

*  two  fuits.  which,  having  bean  onhf 

*  "hn^liTiillfutfi  tned  vni '^WfNRa%dRMr 

<  for  any  preftntiocbauoii.  Jewdt  I 
'  have  of  my  grandmother's,  wbich 

<  ^nt^newlMiAgt  ain<»&Bci«UL 
«  bare,  wtieh  on  Mtienlar  diyv  tiolti' 
«*ttr  WMDT.    Althoogh  tMb  m  i0t 

<  fennnti  tbatetroilotabt,^cikg(ttWb** 
< 't)f ^i^ad^  bift Tlt^  win,  ivitti 


?A^ 


^i.A^}^^JUA^k9!Wf'^ 


■^«enC(%  andtbelike»  I  appeal  M^  youf 


heart*  if  it  be  poail^lc  for  Jo^ 

*  to  make  my  caie  your  own  £^r  oo€ 

*  momtntf  tind;to  nttoCptStiomtMvp^ 

*  of  your  behaviour^^  word«,  juut  a«<* 
'  tions»  whether  t  am  not  rather  to  bi 

'  juftiiiftd  than  cenfuredt  and  whether,  ' 

*  of  all  men.  in  the  worid^  ii'VMi^Mig; 

*  v;hai  i(ou  aoffi-w,  you  ought  vot  to 
^  ,tbink  lOp  If  you  do  not^  Ut  me  od^ 
'  moniih  You^  Sir,  from  the  very  great 

*  jnijmfiuk^  t\iai  ch^n  muft  appear  to  be 

*  in  our  mand«,  never  to  feck,  aor  (b 
'  much  is  wifliv  to  bring  about  the 
<  mqfi  iuummt^  union  of  intcreils  be* 
'  tweoB  yourfeif  and 

J  *  MAT  ao.' 

Tliib«riBi«i:4  ttf  thn  «h«i-ini«igfMiff(^K( 
a»lte«ti  tttlft'iiie,  wa«  torn  nhtiofriii 

What  bufineft  IflaW  Hie  ftli,  whofl» 
|iri0B^>iI  gimr  i«  fliMkWcft,  lilld  ^a. 
tiMwt,  Mhd  M^atiMi)  it>be  in  •  pftft 
fiMi  I  vcvm  fu^Will  Hot  Aie  whd  atldwt 
hn^r  i%M:h4ilftF«iet  aaa  m«td<eB,  Mk« 
mv^vbi*  WMik  iMfVieu  f 
'  And  a  *h^  to  hie  in  a  fiiffion  V^Let 
me  t»li  tile  kidie%  it  ii  an  impudent 
diiiig,  btgghif  their  pardon,  aiw)  aa 
imjmt^t  A  iftipiideiit^  for  a  «fv^  to 
Ve  in  a  paHkm,  it  Ihe  mtan  not  eternal 
l^iiratiMi,  mt  *«^icked  cMaflce  by  it: 
for  ia  it  not  r^cAing  at  *Dce  all  that 
«yolkitlht«ry  tntdtnefs,  aiMl  gentlfc  ttOL* 
mm^  mingM  with  iigha  ae  gMit)«y 
«od  gitited  with  bt^tkiKrea,  fupp]itst«« 
ingtemia,  trtid  eyet  Hf^d  Up  tt»  yiwr 
impMiial  eofiiitenance,  jtift  runviitig 
#wr,  thai  flio«kl  m^eat^CDMiliation 
ftieedy,  and  as  Iafting;^atfp«edy?  Evetf' 
«i|Miiik^&h«(baAd  IS  in  thewitmg, 
vnll  «iKti»  V^ing  fogive  the  greafaf 
IbMte  aolftrnspotulationt 
•  W0W  I  think  of  it,  a  man/kwA/be 
in  Ihs  wrong  t)»w-hnd-then,  to  htake 
fliaanriFa  tiilie.  Mift  How«  teI4#  itiy 
iJMiWiS  dMl  adv«rfity  ii  ^/^  fliining- 
tlMt».    'Th  tt^enereliu  <liringifi  a  tiavi, 

pRKVk  t»  give  1i«r  leave  to  Vficrm  ph  bver 
Ml.  bf  ^alliMf  reifMiiilg^.  ffbr  Wti^  Ire 
to  be  too  imperial  to  ^acknowledge  ht^* 
Ittdh  M»llt  j^«/,  fba  will  imd  the  tone- 
Bt-of'lMriiuty  iMd  iii^mf(Son  infittun^' 
mA  lntktlitgh  dpittfOti  hcwiU  ^onctrte 
of iMirpiwdakiitwid  6bHgitignef8««AM 
Ib^by  iiigRafct,.iM  fn»  Mc«ne.1itfr 
^    '•  mafter. 


Md  thtofevl 


J»^  for  »  ivift'to  «Mn.«MB^  m 
JlcaiWliA-amr^faB^UMr  haead  thfoMi 
out,  perhaps  with  a  poinliiig  9"gcr— 

•  Look  ye  here,  Sii! — Take  notice!^ 
^  If  j^ea  areNvfoagl  VU  be  <hroogr-i-If 
^  jPM  are  in  a  |»afn>«n« /'^/be  in  a  paflaadi 

C  Reh»ff  for  rebuff,  Sirf^If  ^<uf  :ijv 
f  iWiaac*— If  jrtKfwear,  f/^  cnrfe!— 
'  Attd  the  fame  room,  and  the  fy^m 
f  bedk  AmU  not  hold  vs,  Biri-«-For, 
^^wnember,  I  am  married,    Su1«f>«C 

•  am  a < wife,'  Srr!-**Yod  can^t  licl|^ 
* '  yoorfeif^  SiclM^YiNir  faononr,  at  well 
f  aa  yoar  pbace^  is  in  my  keepiagl 
^  And|  $£ yon  like  notchia  treatment^ 

•  you  may  have  wocic,  Shrf 

AkJ  Jack!  Jackt  What  man,  <«rh« 
basobiiBrvadthcfe  things,  either  /j9tp/<«4* 
#r  ei^pxfi^^  I*!  '^^''  ^«niite»>  wioiili 
avMtobeanhaibandl 
>  Doroas  ^fbufid  Ais  paper  in  one  wt 
the  drUficf  t  of  her  lady '«  dFtfiM|r.  taMci 
Me  waa  ro^peitiiMig  st,  as  ihe  &j^i«% 
laiien  the  hmaft  vvench  icarried  my  tnef* 
iage  to  4e£rt  htr  to  favour  me  at  tfcib 
tea-taUe^  for  iw  £kw  htr  pop  a  f«|Mr 
iaidthedraweraate  canneins  and  Hnc^ 
on  her  miftreA'a  geint;  to  meet  me  ill 
thedining^room^  Ihe  fb^nd  its  and  Ctt 
bathia. 

B«M  1  had  better  not  to.have  h^  4. 
copy  of  it,  at  fhr  as  I  know:  for,  ^^ 
tarmiotd  aa  I  wat  before  ubod  any  ope- 
satioati  it  ttiftantiy  turned  aU  my  te^ 
ialotaona  in  her  favour*  Vet  I  wofdJ 
gi^  fomcthing  to  fat  convinced,  liiae 
mdid  not  pop  it  into  her  drawer  fae^ 
ibre  the  wench)  in  order  for  me  to'  leg 
ks  and  perhfiipiB  (if  I  were  to  nicetib^ 
tice  of  it)^to  difcDvcr  wijeitMi  Obron^ 
noeor^ing  ta'Mifs  Howe'a  ndvice>  m^t€ 
mod  ^friend,  6r.hort,  ^  • 

'Tka  wy  fdfpkion  of  thit  wifl  tl« 
hec  no  goodi  for  I  cannot  bear  to  W 
ikrtfmiijdeait wi»h.  People lo«e to <i»o' 
|oy  tiieirawn  pctwiiar  ulents  in  vtom** 
fib^  aa  I  aaay  fay.  I  am  awatie,  thar 
It  will  ftrengoion  thy  argnincnts'  agninib 
me  in  lier  behalf.  Bm  I  know  cntf 
tittle  thou  canft  fav  upon  it*  Sipan 
ttiettfoR  th^  wambSng  nonfenlb,  I  ^^ 
^it%  thee)  and  leave  tbia  fvftet  cxct(»^ 
Ifcnce  and  me  to  our  fatei  that  w4ll  dt* 
tamrint  ^  ns,  at  it  ib«ll  pknibliaifir 
for  aa  Cotvlcy^aya^ 

^^  An  uhCfeol  hand  ttbkei ^  otfr  tntitiAt 
lAa^otM^ctg^feit,  sn<46ttaafe  foitill- 
e^aUnb  ^o  9«^  Mtf  IbMn  iMrte« 
<  tone  falh 

<  Same 


$+« 
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*  us  all.* 

But,  after  ill,  I  im  Cmrj^  ^hitojl 

^OKjr,  (for  bow  (ball  I  do  to  be  i^mti 

^Sbnjy  "wfaen  it  is  act  gimem  to  ifie  to  b^ 

fo?)  that  I  cannoty  untillbaive  made 

iWther  trials,  refolve  upon  fvvdlock.  ' 

I  baYe  juft  read  over  again  tbis  in- 
tended  aniwer  to  my  propoiaJs:  aiidbo# 
I  adore  ber  for  it! 

Bat  yet}  another  jfff /-^he  bas.not 
nven  itor  fent  it  to  me.— It  isnotthcre- 
^e  her  an  fwer.  It  is  not  written  fir 
me,  thougb  to  me.  ^ 
.  Kay,  Aie  has  not  iitttnded  Xo  fend  it 
to  mt:  ihe  bas  even  torn  it,  -perbapa 
wkb  indignation,  as  thinking  it  too 
FW^  for  me.  By  tbis  a6^ion  fbc  abfb- 
lately  retr»fts  it.  Wby  then  does  my 
fboliib  fondnefs  (eek  to  ei^ablifli  for  her 
^  fame  merit  in  my  heart,  as  if  (he 
avowed  it?  Pr*y:heey  dear  Belford, 
once  more;  leave  ns  to  oor  fate;  and 
«lo  not  thou  interpofe  with  thy  nonfenfe, 
to  weaken  a  fpirit  already  too  iqoeam* 
ilfa,  and.  ftrengthen>a  confctence  that 
bas  declared  itielf  of  bar  party, 
ff  Then  again,  ♦  Remcmoer  thy  recent 
^  di(co%-cries,  Lorebcel  Remember  her 

*  indifference,  attendtd  with  all  the  ap- 
f  pearasce  of  contempt  and  hatred. 

^  •  View  ber,  even  «fl<u;,  wrapt  up  in  re- 

*  jerve  and  myfteryj  meditating  plots^ 

*  as .  far  as  tboo  knoweft,  again  ft  the 

*  ibvereignty  tboo  haft,  by  right  of  con- 
«  4|pieft,  obtained  over  ber.  Reroem- 
«  Iier,  in  (hort,  all  thou  baft  lhr$atinid 

*  to  renumber  againft  this  infolent 
f  taiuty,  who  is  a  rebel  to  the  power 

*  ftie  has  lifted  under.* 

'-  B«i  yet,  bow  d6ft  tboo  pnopofe  to 

*  lubdue  thy  fweet  enemy l'—Abhon«l 
be  firc€f  be  the  mcfffUy  of  force,  if 
tbftt  can   be  aTotdedl    There   is  no 

-  Irinmph  in  yi»rr#— No  conqueft  over 
abe  will— No  prevailing  b^  gentk  de- 
grees, over  the  gentle  pamonsl— iyr«r 
as  the  devil!' 

My  cvrfed  character,  .as  I  have  often 
laid,  was  agaiaft  me  at  fetdng-out— 
Yet  is  (be  not  a  luvmanf  Cannot  I 
fi»d.one  yielding  or  but  half -yielding 

.  anoment,  if  (be  do  not  absolutely  bate 
me? 

But  with  what  can  I  tempt  ber?«- 
RiGiiBs  (he  was  bom  to,  and  defpifes, 
kmming  wbat they  are.    j£W£L8  aJld 


6niataie0ts;  to  a  mhtd  foiniKh  t  JewdU 
and  fo  richly  let,  her  worthy  confci- 
oufnefs  will  not  let  her  rahie.  LoYS 
*-rIf  (be  be  fufeeptibie  of  loir^  itfeems 
to  be  (b  much  under  the  direftion  <^ 

r'odence,  that  one  unguarded  moment^ 
fear,  cannot  be  reafonabty  hoped  fors 
and  fomuch  vigilance,  ib much ap- 
preheniivenefg,  that  her  fears  are  ever 
aforehand  with  herdangen.  Then  ber 
LOVE  OP  TZRTVB  leems  to  be  /rnr- 
r^if,  native  principle,  or,  if  wax  na* 
tive,  fo  deeply  rooted,  that  it*a  fibtes 
have  ftruck  into  her  heart;  and,  as  (be 
greVv  up,  lb  blended  and  tufted  diem- 
ielves  with  the  ftnngs  of  life,  diat  I 
doubt  there  is  no  feparsting  of  the  one 
without  cutting  the  others  afunder. 

What  then  can  be  done  to  make  fudi 
a  matcblefs  creature  g^  over  her  £rlb 
te(b,  in  order  to  put  &r  to  the  grand 
proof,  *wbetber  onct  overcmn^  fi^e  tvitt 
S0<  be  ahuays  overanue  f 

Our  mother  and  her  Bjmpba  Iby,  I 
am  aperfeft  Craven,  and  no  Lovelaces 
and  Iq  I  think.  But  this  is  no  (imper« 
ing,  fmiling  charmer,  as  I  have  found 
others  to  be,  when  I  have  touched  upon 
affe£Ling  fub^e^^s  at  a  diftance;  as  once 
or  twice  1  have  tried  to  her,  the  mother 
introducing  them  (to  make  fez  palliate 
the  freedom  to  fez)  when  only  we  three 
tojgether.  She  is  aboye  the  aftedation 
ofnot  feeming  to  underftand  you.  She 
ibews  by  her  difpleafure,  and  a  fierce- 
nefs  not  natural  to  ber  eye,  that  (he. 
judges  of  an  impure  heart  bv  an  im-^ 
pure  mouth,  and  darts  dead  at  onee 
even  the  embryo  hopes  of  an  encroach- 
ing lover,  however  Uiftantly  in(tnuated» 
before  the  meaning  bint  can  dawn  iat» 
dmbli  tMi$iulrfm 

By  my  faith.  Jack,  as  I  fitgaaiag 
upon  her,  .mf  whole  foul  in  myeyes, 
contemplating  ber  perfeftions^  ud. 
thinking,  when  I  have  feenber  eafy and 
ferene,  what  would  be  ber  tbougbta, 
did  fit  know  my  heart  as  well  as  / 
know  it$  when  I  behold  .berdifturbed. 
and  jealous,  and  think  of  ^Mm^ 
of  ber  apf  rebenfiona,  and  that  ue  caiu 
not  fear  lo  much,  as  there  is  rmm  for 
ber  to  fear;  my  heart  often  miigivea. 
me. 

'  And  muft,*  think  I,  'Ocmnncib 
'  diyinelv  excellent,  ^ud  lb  beloived  of. 

*  my  foul,  Jthbfe  arms,  tbo(c  eactrdiar. 

*  arms,  that  would  make  a  apmra 
!  ^FPJ*  be  uftitar^  bniiai  Ibccti 
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•  ail  their  flreiupb^  unavailiBgl^  per- 

•  haps,  exertedto  repel  it,  and  tg  de- 

•  hnd  a  pttfQTi  Co  dclicjitely  framed  f 
«  Can  viofciurc  enter  into  the  heart  of  a 

•  wretch*  who  might  entitle  himfeJf  to 

•  aU  her  willing,  yet  virtuoui  love, 
«  and  make  the  blcifings  he  afpircth  af- 

•  ter,  her  Jutj  to  confer? — Be  gone, 
«  ▼ilUiH-purpofc*!  Sink  ye  aJfto  the 
«  hell  that  could  only  infpirc  ye  r  And 
I  am  then  rtzAy  to  throw  myfclf  ac 
her  feet,  to  confefs  my  villainous  de- 
figaa,  to  avow  my  repenuqce,  and  put 
it  out  of  my  power  to  aft  unworthily 
by  fuch  an  excellence. 

How  then  comes  it,  that  all  thefe 
compa^nate,  and,  as  fome  would  call 
them,  /J^a^fenfibilitiesgoofF?— Why, 
-Mifs  Howe  will  tell  thee:  fl\c  fays,  I  am 
thei^f«v£f.^By  my  confciencc,  I  think 
he  has  at  prcfcnt  a  great  (hare  In  me. 
.  There's  ingenisoufnefs!— How  I  lay 
Biyfelf  open  to  thee  I— But  fccft  thou 
nor,  that  the  more  I  fay  againft  my-. 
Ifclf,  the  lefs  room  there  is  for  thee  to 
take  me  to  ufk  ?— O  Belford,  Bel  ford  I 
I  cannot,  caijnot,  (at  Icaft  ^/ /rW>«/) 
I  cannot  marry. 

Then  herfamilv,  ujy  bitter  enemies 
—To  fupple  to  them,  or  ff  I.'^q  m)t,. 
to  makie  her  tu  unhappy  as  flie  can  be 
from  my  attempts. 

Then  does  flic  npt,Iove  them  too 
Buch,  me  too  little? 

She  now  feems  to  defpife  mei  Mifs 
Howe  declares,  that  Ihe.rcally  docs  de- 
fbife  me.  To  be  defpifed  by  a  wi  pb— 
What  a  thought  is  that!— To  be  ex- 
€£lUdbj  ay/if^toa,  in  every  part  of 
praiic-worthy  knowledge  I —To"  takt 
kjims^  to  take  hjiru^wnj,  from  a 
wiFi!— Mi^r/ than  dcfpifc  me,  flic  her- 
felf  has  taken  time  tv  confider  whether' 
flic  does  not  bate  me:—*  /  bate  you, 

•  Lovelace,  ivitb  my^bole  beartt*  faid 
iie  to  me  but  ycfterday.     <  Mj  fiulis 

•  abo^€  thee,  man!^Ur^e  me  not  to 
!  1  .  ,  »  ^*"^  /«r/rr/K  /  tbink  mj 
•foul  above  tbeer^Ho^  poor  indeed 
was  I  then,  even  in  my  owii  heart  1— 
So  ^ifibie  a  fuperiority,  to  fo  proud  a 
foirit  as  mine  !--And  bere  from  below, ' 
mm  BBLOW  indeed!  from  thefe  wp- 
a»/»/  I  am  Co  goaded  on— . 

Yet  'tis  poor  too,  to  think  myftlf  a 
machine  in  the  hands  of  fuch  wretch- 
es.— I  am  m  machine.— Lovelace,  thou 
ait  liafe  to  thyfelf,  but  to  fuppo/f  Ay- 
klf  a  machine.  'f  *f  ^    -^e 

But  having  gone  thus  far^  I  Aould 
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be  unhappy  if  after  marriage,  in  th» 

petulance  of  ,n  humour,  iTad  it  to 
reproach  myfelf,  that  I  did  not  try  her' 
JO  the  iitmoft.  And  yet  I  don't  know 
how  It  ,s,  but  this  lad>,  the  moment  I 
come  into  her  prefen<:e,  haJf-afllmiJatea. 
me  to  her  own  virtue.— Once  or  twice 
<to  fay  nothing  of  her  triumph  over  me 
on  Sundav  night)  I  was  prevaUed  up^ 
on  to  fluftcr  myfelf,  with"aD  intentiSi 
to  make  fo|ne  advances,  which,  if 
obliged  to  recede,  I  might  Jay  upooi 
raifed  fpmts:  but  tbc^nlbnt  IbeW 
Her,  I  was  fobcriied  into  awe  and  re- 
vmncej  and  the  majefty  of  her  evtn' 
i^ifi^le  punty  firft  damped,  and  thS 
extinguiflied,  my  double  RzLt.         ^ 

Whatafurprizinglypowerfuleffea* 
fo  much  and  fo  Jon|  in  my  power  ^f 

[ndf  r'^^r  ''  ^^  "n^ 
and  io  ftimulatcdbypaffion,  //— Hiiw 
can  this  be  accounted  for,  in  a  Lore- 
lace  f 

wrfti',':;.*'''.;'  »''«?.<'<■  ftuff  bare  I 
with!-.By  what?— Canft  thou  6y. 

?h  .  T^^^T^*  ''"«"••  *«  haft 
thu.  made  me  of  party  againft  myfelft 
— How  cameft  thou  in  ?_i„  ^h^'t  jif. 
guife,  thou  eeregiou*  haunter  of  mr 
more  agreeable  hour*?— Stand  tb*u. 
wah  fat*,  but  neuter  In  thi*  contro! 
verfyj  and,  ,f  I  cannot  do  credit  to 
human  nature,  and  to  the  female  fat. 


then  I  am  all  youra.'and  never  will  re- 
fift  you  more. 

Here  I  arofe.  I  fcook  my ftlf.  The 
w.ndow  was  open.  Away  the  trou- 
bleforaebofom.».ntor.  the  Intruder,  i. 
flown.-I  fee  ,t  yet!-I  fee  it  yet!- 
And  now  .t  leflen,  to  tny  achjii  eye! 
-And  now  the  deft  .Ir  fs  clofe?after 
K,  and  ,t  .*  out  of  fight  !_And  once 
more  I  am 
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.  ftr  herelSfeittrft  has  dccl«nti|  ttiat  he 
^nnot  in  epafciencrc  a(ul  hdnour  ga^ 
wnj  brihtx. — He  would  pot  for  tiie 
WOTi&  he  acccffary  to  the  deceiving  of 
^di  a  Udy? — I  was  a  fool  to  let  eiiher 
font  or  hitA  fte  her;  fdrcvek-  jifce  ye 
Sarc  both  had  fcrunjes,  which  neither 
^»ou!d  have  had,  were  a  womati  to 
bare  been  fft^tbc  one/lion. 
:  WcU,  rcan'tbeJpii?  '  '  . 
'  Mennell  has,  however,  though  with 

Jigi^Yclpftanee,  confentet!  to  wri^mc 
fetter,  provided  I  wilt"  aHdw  it  to  be 
Ihe  laft  i^p  he  ihatl  take  in  this  afTair. 
'  I  p^fbined,  I  toU  him,  that  if  I 
dbufd  ^ufe  M'^*  Fretchviije*)  'wojmtM 
to /imply  tis  phcCi  hs  wdutd  have,  no 
4^|(;Afon  to  that. 
•  *  Nbfte,''  be  fty«-r«  5;^  iV  /Z  »(?< 

A  pitifu!  fellow?  Such  a  ridtcMlous 
Kind  ofptty  bis,  as  thoft  fUly  fpuls 
ll^ve,  who  ^ovUd  not  kill  an  innocent 
cfiicken  for  the  wbrld^  but  when  killed 
t^  their  hands y  are  always  ij^e  moil 
Medy  devourers  of  }t. 

Now  tjiif  letter  gives  the  fervant  the 
4naQ-pox:  and  fhe  has  jg;tven  it  to  her 
imtwpy  vapoar^fli  lady,  Tapourifli 
peop^  are  perpetual  Aibjefts  igr^dvC- 
rift^  t9  work  upon.  Na/^e  but  the 
iftaladv^i  siod  it  is  theirs  in  a  Q)OQi^nt^ 
M'Ver  ntted  for  inoculatU>a.— *The  phy- 
fical^  tribe's  milch-cowsl— A  vapourilh 
dl'^^lenetick  patient  is  3  flddte  for  the 
db^prt;  and  they  ai-ecterhally  playing 
lipOQ  it,  '  ^weet  itiufick  doQi  it  make 
tftenv  .  All  their  difflcutty^  except  4 
cafe  extraofdiViary  haopefiSi  (a9  poQr 
Mr^  Fvachviile'^  who  has  recdh^d' 
lAr  appr^henfioas)  is  but  to  hold  their 
countenance,  while  their  paxient  is 
<hrat^injr  up  a  b^lof  indiAment  againft 
IQmdliU-and  when  they  have  hear4  it, 
p/o^eoi}  to  ^aM#/55/— the  ri^ht  word  for 
prejbribe.  Why  fliogld  thejr  not»  whea 
'  the  criYninal  has  tonfcflTedhis  guiit.?— 
Aid  puni/b  xhey  geperaily  do  with  a ' 
««jgifaiicc.  '^ 

Yet»  {jlly  toads  too,  now  I  think  of 
it.  For  why,  \yheji  they  know,  they 
canno^  ilo  ^^^f  inay  Ihey  not*  ar  well 
endeavour  to  gratify,  as  to  naufeate, 
thtfinieDt^  fwiatt }  .  :  .    '. 

Were  1  a  p|iyjlei«»,  N  get  all  the 
trade  to  myfelf:  for  Ms^lmfey,  and 
(?jrpi^ft;  and  the  »nerQu^prad[ii£to£ 
tfc<  C«pe,  9  little,  dirguifed;  6muI(|  b» 
ley  pri.ncipa)  Aoh%:  as  thefe  vyoghl 
«rnte acw^ ff^xn^  hovr w^uldttie us-'' 


vived  fiatient  ctritt  tlit  jStjAck,  «9^ 
ilMore  the  doftorC 

pi ve  all  tbe  pataders  of  tbe.  f»xix% 
Whom  thou  knoweiti  thiis  hint.^-Tfien^ 
could  but  one  incontvntcQ^  arif^  Qm 
it,  TheApaTH^ciiRicj  wotiMfe^ 
their  medicines  coil  theo)  fim^bhrt 
but  the  demand  for  .quantities  wtQmdT 
ainfwec  that^'  flnce  the  boneft  NVR$£ 
wot] Id  be  the  patient's  tafterj  perpetQ- 
aitly  re<^uiiing  lepetitions  of  tbe  hit 
cordial  jutap. 

Well,  but  to  the  letter— Vet  whtt 
need  of  further  explanation  after  th^ 
hintf  in  my  former  f  The  wi^wcas*^ 
lie  rejQ0v;d|  and  that's  enoueb :  and 
MenneTl's  work  is  Qverf  aud  njis  con-^ 
ibience  left  tp  phgae  him  fbr  hi)  ovn. 
fins,  and  not  another  man*$:  and^^ ' 
very  poffihIy>  plague  enough  will  |pve 
hirn  tor  thofe. 

Thi$  letter  is  directed,  «  f>  Jti^^ert 

*  Lovilace^  Bfq.  or,  in  bis  gMnce,  79 

*  his  UuiyJ^  ^e  had  refulVd  diniog 
with  me^  or  feeing  oie:  and  I  was  out 
Mthen  it  came.  She  opened  it:  fb  1% 
my  lady  <by  her  own  conihit^  proud  anj 
faticy  as  ftie  i$. 

I  am.  gjad  at  my  heart  that  it  cane 
befoi-e  wc  entiiYly  make  up.  She 
would  elfe  perhaps  have  concluded  j^ 
to  be  C4ftttri<ve4  ftfr  a  dfUys  and  lunr/ 
moreover,  v^e  can  acconkmodate  our 
old  ^nd  new.  quarrels  together;  andf 
that*8  contrivance,  you  know^  J>m, 
how  is  her  dear  haughty  heart  hiimMc^ 
to  what  it  was  when.  I  knew  her  fir^ 
that  (he  can  apprehend  any  delays  Uroai 
me;  and  have  nothing  tg  do  but  to  rex* 
atthemf. 

I  came  in  to  dinner.  She  feiit  me 
down  the  letter,  deiiiingmyexcuibfbr 
opening  it,— Did*  it  before  flie  wai 
avrare.  Lady-pride,  Belford!— Rf* 
coUo6iion,  then  retvomdation  T 

1  roquefted  to  kti  her  upon  it  ^aat 
moment.*-«But  die  ddirea  to  tuipeod^ 
our  interview  till  looming.  I  will 
bring  her  to  own,  before  J  hate  done 
with  ber»  i&^t  flie  caa^t  fte  me  toa' 
often* 

'  My  impatience  waa  (b  grea^  on  av 
occalibn  r>  unexfiSM^  mat  f  conTd  • 
noth^p  wridng  to  tell  ber,  havrmuck' 
vexed  t  waa  a;  jthe  accident:  butdiat 
it  noed  not  delay  my  happy  day|  u  that 
did  not  depend  upon  tjie  nouile.  [Sir 
kfmv  Umi  ^re,  Jbt^lt  tiMti  awd^Jk 
did  IC\  and  as  Xdrs.  Fretchnlle,  by 
mt.  ^fcftacHi  <b  handfcwiidy  otpiwd 

b« 
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Ibtt  CMMcm  u^D  itt  and  htr  wiihesy 
ritst  it  couki  Aiit  us  to  bear  wtth  tlie  un- 
-aifbidsilvlt  delays  I  hopcd»  that  going 
down  to  the  Lawn  for  two  or  three  of 
the  f«inmer«'monthB,  when  I  was  made 
tfaehafpieft  of  rmd,  would  be  fafour* 
able  to  all  round.' 

The  dear creaiuft  takes  this  iaddetit 
•oHicart,  I  believ«:  iht  has  Tent  word 
to  my  repeated  requeft  to  fee  her  not- 
^thxandtng  her  denial,  that  flie  can- 
not  til]  the  morning.  It  ihall  b«  then 
«C  6k  o'dock,  if  I  pleaft! 

To^  fure  I  d^'plcafe ! 

Can  fee  her  but  ones  a  d«v  now. 
Jacitl 

Did  I  tell  thee,  that  I  wrote  a  Utttr 
to  my  couitn  Montague,  wondering 
that  I  heard  not  from  Lord  M.  at  the 
^bjcft  was  fo  very  interefting !  In  it;I 
aequamied  her  with  the  houfe  I  was 
about  takings  and  with  Mrs.  Ffetch- 
VtlkTs  tapouridi  dekys. 

I  wBi  very  loth  to  engage  mr  own 
family,  either  man  or  woMan^  m  thit 
affair }  but  I  muft  take  my  medftiret  ft- 
ctti^ly:  and  already  thoy  all  think  aa 
bad  oJF  m^  as  they  well  can •  You  ob* 
Imre  by  my  Lord  M/s  letter  to  yourw 
ielf,  that  the  wdLnuumer^d  pear  it 
afi-M  I  ihouid  play  this  admirable 
«reaC«fcont  of  my  j^«/  d$g^t  ttUki, 

I  have  received  juft  now  an  aaftrcr 
vrom  C#bano(te« 

Charlotte  t'n*t  well.     A  iomach 

No  wonder  a  giri'a  Aomach  (hotild 
|dagae  her.  A  fingle  woman )  that's 
>r.  When  ilie  l»a'  a  man  to  pdac ve,  it 
will  h|Eve  Ibraething  befid^s  itftlf  to 
^rey  i^oa.  Knoweft  thou  not  more- 
over, that  man  is  the  woaiaB*t  Am; 
^iramifo  is  the  man's  ear(li>**How 
dreary,  how  defoiate,  the  earth,  that 
tkat  wo  ittffies  not  upon ! 

Poor  Charlotte  I  Butlikaf^ftewaa 
not  well :  that  encouraged  aie  to  wrise 
to  iKrs  and  fo  express  myfelf  a  little 
concerned,  that  (he  had  not  of  herovn 
•accord  thought  of  a  vifit  in  toam  to  my 
'aiiarmer. 

.  Itee  fdNows  a  copy  of  her  ktitr. 
Thou  wilt  fee  by  it^  that  every  Isttk 
nnonkev  ia  to  catechife  atr.  They  all 
Apendiqftaa  my  good*  nature* 

'  M«  aAtt,  tUit  %t. 

'ataa  eoatnr, 

^  W^  haveb^enfndailyliafiefera 

^^    •  te*g  tim«,  1  ataft  tail  KU  of 

^  fteitifiglh0Cjdttiiappy4Liiot^Hn^, 
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*  Mr  lord  hat  beta  vefy  afa^h  out  of 

*  orden  and  yet  nothing  would  ferva 

*  hiffl,  but  he  would  himfelf  write  aa 
«  anfwtr  to  your  letter.  It  was  the  only 

*  opportunity  he  iiouM  ever  have,  per*^ 

*  haps,  to  throw  in  a  little  good  advioe 

*  to  you,  with  the  hope  of  it's  being  of 
'*  any  fignificationj  and  he  l\at  beea 
'  ftiTeral  hours  in  a  day,  as  his  gout 
*0>  would  let  him,  bufied  in  it.  It  wanta 

<  now  bn^  his  left  revifaU'  He  hopes  it 

*  will  have  the  greater  weight  with  you» 
'  if  it  appear  all  in  his  own  hand* 

*  writing. 

*  Indeed,  Mr,  I^ovelace^  his  worthy 
«  heart  is  wrapt  up  in  you.  I  wtAivoit 

*  loved  yourfelf  but  half  as  well.   But 

*  1  believe  too,  that  if  all  the  family 

*  lored  you  lefs,  yots  would  love  yaur- 

*  felf  more. 

*  His  lordfliip  has  been  very  bafy,  at 
^  the  times  he  could  not  write,  ia  con*> 

<  Ibhiag  Pritchard  abopt  thol6albtes» 

*  which  be  propofes  to  tranafinr  to  you 

<  on  the  happv  occafion,  that  he  may 
'  anfwer  your  letter  in  the  moft  accept- 

*  able  n»anner9  and  Ihew,  by  effeae^ 

<  how  kmdiy  he  takes  your  invifation* 
*•!  afluia  you,  lie  is  oughty  proud 
«  of  it. 

<  As  for  my  ftlf,  I  am  not  at  all  we]7^ 

<  and  hai^  not  been  for  fome  weeka 

*  paft,  with  niy  old  ftomach-difprder* 

*  I  had  certain!  V  elfe  before  now  have 
'  done  ttiyfelf  the  hoiwur  you  wonder 

*  I  have  mt  done  myfelf.  Lady  Betty, 

*  who  would  Jiave  accoinpanied  me» 
'  (for  we  had  laid  it  all  otrt)  has  beea 

<  etceedingiy  bufy  in  bcrlaw.affur; 

*  her  antagtcmift,  who  i^ai6^ually  oa  the 

<  (pot,  having  been  making'  propofala 
'  for  an  accotn modation .  But  you  may 
«' allure  yoarJblf,  that  when  our  dear 
•<  relition-eleft  (hall  be  entered  upoit 
«  lftie>jpew  babitadofi  you  tell  rneof^ 
^  we  ^11  do  ourfelvcs  the  honour  of 

*  viiitiag  her;  and  if  any  delay  ariree 
■*  from  the  dear  lady's  want  of  cooragt, 

*  (which,  conTidering  her  man*  let  me 
'  tdl  you,  may  very  well  be)  we  will 

*  end^vour  to  infpire  her  with  it,  and 

*  be  fponfors  for  you,j— for,  coufiq,  I 
^  believe  you  have  need  tp  be  f  hfiilened 

*  over  again  before  you   are  entitled 

*  to  fo  great  a  bUffing.    What  thJAk 

*  you? 

«  JuftnbWjroylordtcIhmc,  he  will 

*  dil^<5h  a  man  on  yurpofii  with  hit 

*  Irtier  to-mofrew:  ib  I  neeied  f>ot  to 

<  hava  w^iea.  Cat  «ow  I  hayt)  let  it 

♦  A  'goi 
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«  go;  and  by  Einpfon,  ^hp  (ett  out'di« 

*  redly  on  his  return  to  town. 

*  My  beft  complimentt,  and  fifter'f , 

*  to  the  moft  deferring  lady  in  the 

*  world,  [you  will  need  no  other  direc- 

*  tion  to  tne  perfon  meant]  conclude 
«  me  your  ngtQkntUt  coufin  amd  fir- 

*  Charl.  Montague/ 

Thou  feeft  how  feafonablv  this  letter 
cames.  I  hope  my  lord  will  write  no- 
thing but  what  I  Aiay  ikew  to  my  be- 
loved. I  have  aflually  Tent  her  up  this 
letter  of  Charlotte's^  and  hope  for  hap. 
py  ciTeAs  from  it. 

Tbs  laJj^  in  her  next  letter^  gives 
Mifs  n<niJf  an  account  of^wbat  bat 
faffed  bet'ween  Mr.  Lovelace  and 
herfelf.  She  refents  his  bebaviem' 
nmtb  ber  ufual  dignity :  hut  *wben 
jbe  comes  to  mention  Mr*  Meunell^s 
letter^  fie  re-urges  Mifs  Honve  to 
ferfeh  berfcbeme  for  ier  deHver- 
ance-y  being  refolded  to  leave  bim. 
Butt  dating  again,  on  bis  fending 
up  to  ber  Mifs  Montague's  letter^ 
Jhe  alters  ber  mind,  and  defires  ber 
hfufpendfor  the  prefent  ber  affli* 
cation  to  Mrs.  Townfend. 

*  I  HAD  begun/  fays  fie,  *  to  fu(pc£^ 
all  he  had  faid  of  Mrs.  Fretchville 
and  her  houfe;  and  even  Mr.  Menneli 
himfelf,  though  fo  well-apptaring  a 
man.  But  now  that  I  6nd  Mr.  Love- 
lace had  apprized  his  relations  of  hia 
intention  to  take  it,  and  had  engaged 
fome  of  the  ladies  to  vifit  me  there;  I 
could  hacdly  forbear  blaming  myfelf 
for  cenfiM'ing  him  as  capable  of  ib 
vile  an  impoSure.  But  may  he  not 
thant  liimfelf  for  a&ing  fo  veiy  un- 
accountably,  a^nd  taking  fuch  need- 
Icisly-awrj:  ftcps,  as  he  has  done; 
embaiTafTingi  as  I  told  him,  his  own 
meani  ngs ,  if  tUey  wei-e  good  ?  * 

LETTER    XXXVIir. 

MR.   L0V£IiAC£|   TO   JOMN   BEL* 
FORD,  ESq; 

WllDi<S«DAT>  MAri4« 

Hsgi'Vis  his  friend  anaccount  of  their 
inter  %'ie^  thsu  mormslg\  and  of 
thtiiaftjeie&^^ii^\:Q9iif\tsM9n^ 
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tague^'s  letter  in  Ins  favour,  'Her 
referves,  bonvever,  be  tells,  hiuh 
are  not  ahfilutefy  besmfbed.  Bui 
this  be  imputes  to  form. 


IT  is  not  in  the  power  of 
fays  he,  to  be  altogether  fi ncere  oA 
thefc  occafions.  But  why  ?— Do  they 
think  it  fo  great  a  difgrace  to  be  found 
out  to  be  really  what  they  are^ 

I  regretted  the  ilinefs  ot  Mrs.  Fretch- 
ville; as  the  intention  J  had  to  fix  her 
dear  felf  in  the'  houfe  before  the  hapj^y 
knot  was  tied,  would  have  (et  her  in 
that  independence  in  appearance,  as 
well  as  fa3,  wl)ich  was  neceflary  to 
ihew  to  all  the  world,  that  her  choice 
was  free;  and  as  the  ladies  of  my  fis- 
mily  would  have  bedi  proud  to  make 
their  court  to  her  there ;  while  the  let* 
dements  and  our  equipages  were  pre- 
parings  But  on  any  ottier  account, 
there  was  no  great  matter  in  it ;  fince, 
when  my,  happy  day  was  over,  we 
couldy  with  fo  much  convenience,  go 
down  to  the  Lawn,  to  mv  Lord  M.^s« 
and  to  Lady  Sarah  or  Lady  Betty*s,  in 
turn;  whicti  would  give  full  time  to 
provide  ourfelves  with  fervants,  and 
other  accommodations. 

How  fweetly  the  charmer  liftened*! 

I  aflccd  her.  If  (he  had  had  the  finall- 
pox? 

*  Ten  thou  fand  pounds  theworiein 
<^  my  eftimation,*  thought  I,  *  if  fte 
^  has  not ;  for  not  one  of  her  charming 
*■  graces  can  I  difpenfe  with.* 

*Twas  always  a  doubtful  point  with 
her  mother  ana  Mrs .  Norton »  flie  own- 
ed. But  although  (he  was  not  afraid  of 
it,  (he  chofe  not  unnecelfarily  to  mlh 
into  places  where  it  was. 

*  Right,'  thought  /— Elfe,  I  find,  it 
^ould  not  have  been  amifs  for  her  to 
fee  the  houfe  before  (he  went  into  iht 
country;  for  if  fie  liked  it  not,  I  was 
-not  obliged  to  have  it. 

She  alked.  If  (he  might  take  a  copy 
of  Mifs  Montague's  letter? 

I  faid,  (he  might  keep  the  letter  it^ 
felf,  and  fend  it  to  Mifs  Howe»  if  (be 
pleafed ;  for  that,  I  fuppofe,  was  her 
intention.^ 

She  bowed  her  head  to  me. 

There, Jack!  lihallhavehercurti^ 
to  me  by-and.by,  I  qucftion  not.  What 
a-devil  had  I  to  do,  to  terrify  the  fweet 
^c^ature  by  my  termagant  projeAs  !— 
Yet  it  was  not  amjfs,  I  beliere,  to  make 
her  afraid  of  mt,  $ht  fajs,  I  am  an^h- 

joliee 
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mlfte  mam-^And  tvcry  poll^  inftance 
«rom  fuch  a  one^  it  deemed  a  favour. 

Talking  of  the  fettlemcnta,  I  told 
lier»  I  had  rather  that  Pritchard  (men- 
tioned by  mycouHn  Charlotte)  had  not 
been  confulted  on  this  occalion.  Prit- 
chard, indeed,  was  a  very  honeft  man  ; 
and  had  been  for  a  generation  in  the 
/  family^  and  knew  the  eftates,  and  the 
condition  of  them,  better  than  either 
mv  lord  or  myfelf :  but  Pritchard,  like 
'  other  old  men,  viras  diffident  and  How; 
and  valued  himfelf  upon  his  (kill  as  a 
draughts -man;  and  for  the  fake  of  that 
paltry  reputation,  muft  have  all  his 
ibnils  prefervedywere  an  imperial  crown 
to  de|>end  upon  his  difjpatch. 

I  kiiled  herunrepulhn?  hand  no  lefs 
than  five  times  during  this  converfa- 
tion.  Lord,  Jack,  how  my  generous 
heart  ran  over! — She  was  quite  obliging 
at  parting.— She  in  a  manner  aflced  me 
Xr4<x/<  to  retire;  to  re-perufe  Charlotte^s 
letter. — I  think  (he  bent  her  knees  to 
n)e;  but  I  won't  be  Aire.— How  happy 
might  we  have  both  been  long  ago,  had 
the  dear  creature  been  always  as  com- 
plaifant  to  me!  For  I  do  love  refpe£(, 
and,  whether  I  deferve  it  or  not,  al- 
^ays  had  it,  till  I  knew  this  proud 
beauty. 

And  now,  Belford,  are  we  in  ft  train, 
or  the  deuce  h  in  it.  Everv  fortified 
town  has-  it's  ftrong  and  it*8  weak 
place.  I  had  carried  on  my  attacks 
againft  the  impregnable  parts.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  I  (hall  either  fiine  or 
fmuggle  her  out  of  her  cloak,  fince  (he 
andMifs  Howe  have  intended  to  em- 
ploy a  fmugg^ler  againft  /of .— AH  we 
wait  for  now  is  my  lord's  letter. 

But  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  to  tell 
thee,  that  we  have  been  not  a  little 
alarmed,  by  fome  enquiries  that  have 
been  made  after  me  and  mf  beloved, 
by  a  man  of  good  appearance ;  who 
yefterday  procured  a  tradefman  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  fend  for  Dorcas:  of 
wbem  he  alked  federal  queftions  relat- 
ing to  us$  and  particularly  Tas  we 
boarded  and  lodged  in  one  houfe)  whe* 
ther  we  were  married  ? 

This  has  given  mv  beloved  great  on- 
ealinefs.  And  I  could  not  help  obferv- 
130%  upon  it,  to  her,  bo^  right  a  thing 
it  nxuu^  that  ive  bad  given  out  beionv, 
iiat  nv0  'were  married.  The  enq  ui  ry , 
moft  probably,  I  faid,  was  from  her 
brother* tquai;terj  and  now  perhaps  that 
«ur  marriage  was  Oiwufd^wc  ihould  hear 
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no  mor^  of  his  machinationi.  The  per*  ' 
ion,  it  feems,  was  curious  to  know  the 
day  that  the  ceremony  was  performed. 
But  Dorcas,  refufed  to  give  him  any 
othA'  particulars,  than  that  we  ivere 
married ;  and  (he  was  the  more  referved,' 
as  he  declined  to  tell  her  the  motives  of 
bis  enquiry. 


LETTER    XXXrX. 

MR.   LOVELACE,  TO    JOHN    BEL* 
FORD,   £S<^ 

TMAY  »4. 
HE  devil  ^ke  this  uncle  of  minet 
He  has  at  laft  fent  me  a  letter, 
which  I  cannot  .(hew>  without  exuofing 
the  he^d  of  our  family  for  a  fool .  A 
confounded  parcel  orpop-guns  has  be 
let  off  upon  me.  I  was  in  hopes  he  had 
exhaufted  his  whole  ftock  ot,  this  fort, 
in  his  letter  to  you.— To  keep  it  back, 
to  delay  fending  it^  till  be  had  recoU 
levied  all  this  farrago  of  nonren(^— 
Confound  his  ivifdom  of  nations,  if  Co 
much  of  it  is  to  be  fcraped  together,  in 
difgrace  of  itfelf,  to  make  one  egrecioua 
iimpletonl— But  I  am  dad  I  amtorti- 
fied  with  this,  piece  of  flagrant  folly, 
however;  fmce,  in  all  human^ affairs, 
the  cpnvenient  and  inconvenient^  the 
good  and  the  bad,  aix  fo  mingled,  that 
there  is  no  having  |he  one  without  the 
other; 

1  have  already  offered  the  bill  in- 
clofed  in  it  to  my  beloved;  and  read  to 
her  part  of  the  letter.  But  (he  refufecf 
the  bill:  and  as  I  am  in  ca(h  myfelf,  I 
fliall  return  it.  She  fcemed  very  de- 
iirous  to  peru(e  the  whole  letter.  A'nd 
when  I  told  her,  that  were  it  not  for 
ezpofing  the  writer,  I  would  oblige  her, 
ihe  faid.  It  would  not  be,expofing  his 
lord(hip  to  (hew  it  to  her;  and  that  (he 
always  preferred  the  heart  to  the  head; 
I  knew  ner  meaning ;  but  did  not  thanlc. 
her  for  it. 

All  that  makes  for  me  in  it,  I  wil! 
tranfcribe  for  her— Yet  bane  it,  flie  (hall* 
have  the  letter,  4ind  my  foul  with  it,  foe 
one'confenting  kifs. 

*        # 

She  has  got  the  letter  from  me, with- 
out the  reward.  Deuce  take  me,  if  I  had 
the  coui*age  to  propofe  the  'condition. 
A  new  charaAer  this  of  ba(hfulners  in 
thy  friend.  I  ttt,  that  a  truly  modeft 
woman  may  make  even  a  confiient  man 
4  A  a  heef^ 


hif  bh  df/fifftci.  By  my  foul,  Belford, 
I  Mievc,  tb^tnine  women  in  ten,  ^ho 
Ihllj  fall  tiihcr  fr&m  Aetr  own  manSj^ 
<^  /(Tvi/y,  or  for  want  of  circum/fiSinif 
and  trtiper  re/erveu 

♦  #. 
I  DID  intend  to  take  my  reward  on 
her  returning  a  letter  fo  favourable  to 
us  both.  lEkit  (he  fent  it  to  me,  fealed 
up,  by  Dorcas.  I  ml^ht  have  thought 
that  th^re  were  two  or  thite  hints  in  it, 
that  (he  wo\|ld  be  too  nice  immediately 
to'appearto.  I  fend  it  to  thee;  and 
here  will  ftop,  Co  ^ive  thee  time  to  read 
it.  Return  it  as  ioop  as  thou  baft  per- 
liicdit. 


LETTER   Xt. 

^ORD   M.  TO  ROBERT    |,0V1S|«#C|f 

TT  is  a,  long  !an^  tb^t  has  nc  tumin^'^ 
Ji  Do  not  d^fpife  me  for  my  proverbs— 
You  know  t  was  always  /Qnd  of  thcm« 
s^d  if  you  had  been  fo  too,  it  would 
havq  been  tbe  better  for  you,  let  me  tell 
jau,  I  dare  fwoar^  t\\p  hn^  Udy  you 
are  f<^  likely  to  be  foonbappy  withi  will 
1^  far  from  de(pifii\g  them  i  for  I  am 
to\i^  that  (b^  writes  wellj  apd  that  all 
her  letters  9 re  ful]  of  fentences.  Qod 
convert  you  1  for  nobody  but  He  and 
this  lady  c^« 

r  have  no  manner  of  douht  now  but 
Aat  you  Vili  marry,  9s  youf  father, 
aiod  all,  your  ancedors* 'did  before  you  1 
lelfe  yqo.wctuld  have  had  no  title  to  be 
as/  heir)  nor  cap  your  delcendaots  have 
ini  title  to  be  yopri,  ynloTs  they  an^ 
legitimate)  that's  worth  your  rtmem- 
^rance*  Sirl— iVo  mau  is ilii^s  Mfoot^ 
r»f  jy  tfm  isfimetinw^'^'^t  your  fol- 
£es,  I  n^pe*  are  now  at  an  end, 

I  know,  yoM  have  vowed  revenge 
againft  this  fine  lady's  family :  but  no 
9iore  of  that,  now*  You  muft  l^ok 
iipon  them  all  as  your  relations  %  an^ 
forgive^  and  ftirg^t*  And  vwhen  thej 
fee  you  make  a  ^ood  lulband  and  % 
good  Cuher,  [VVhicli  Qod  fend,  for  all 
^ur  iake«!]  diey  vrill  vpnder  tX  thdr 
^ottfenfical  antipathy^  and  heg  your 
pardon:  but  ifvnile  they  think  you  a 
^le  fellow^  and  ^  rake»  how  can  they 
otther  love  yQV»  or  exc^A  tb^  daugh- 
ter? 

And  methinks  I  coald  wifli  to  give 
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a  word  of  comfort  to  ^e  ta?y,  wh^, 
doubtlefs,  moil  be  under  great  fears, 
how  (he  frail  be  able  to  hold-in  fi}di  a 
wild  creatare,  as  you  have  hitherto  been. 
I  would  hint  to  ncr,  that  by  ftrong  ar- 
guments, and  gentle  words,  ihe  may  ^ 
any-thing  with  you  \  for  thoogh  yvn 
are  apt  to  be  hot,  gentle  woras  will 
cool  you^  and  bring  von  into  the  tem- 
per that  IS  neceffary  tor  your  cure. '  ' 
Would  to  God,  OTv  poor  lady,  3ro9r 
aunt,  who  is  dead  and  gone,  had  been  a 
proper  patient  for  the  fame  remedy!  Ged 
reft  her  foul !  Ko  reflef^ions  upon  her 
memory !  Worth  is  hefi  kjfotun  bv  'uuott ! 
1  know  iers  no\^ ;  and  if  I  nad  weat 
firft,  (he  would  by  this  time  haveknovn 


There  is  great  wiflom  in  that  (hyfn^ 
Co  J  find  tne  a  friend,  th^t  maj  teU  me 
of  nn  faults:  {f  netf  an.memy,  and  he 
nxiiU,  Not  that  I  am  yonr  enemy;  and 
that  you  well  know,  ^e  more  nM 
any  one  is,  tte  more  humble :  fo  bear  with 
me,  if  you  would  be  thought  noble.— 
Am  I  not  your  uncle?  And  do  |  not 
dflign  to  be  better  to  you  than  yourft- 
ther  could  be  ?  Nay,  I  yr'M  be  your  ft. 
thcr  too,  when  the  h^ppy  day  cpraes ; 
fince  you  defire  it :  and  pray  make  my 
complimenu  to  my  dear  Qiecej  and  fdl 
her,  I  wonder  much  that  flie  has  ibhmg 
deferred  your  happinefs. 

Pr9y  let  her  know  as  that  I  ^U  pre* 
fent  HER  (notvw)  either  iny  Lanca- 
fbire  feat,  or  ^e  Lmsm  in  Hertford- 
diire,  and  fettle  upon  her  a  thoufand 

Eounds  a  year  penny-rents;  to  fcew 
er,  that  we  are  not  a  family  to  take 
bafe  adv^nuges:  »nd  joa  may  have 
witii\gs  drawn,  and  (ettieasyoawiSl. 
•^Honeft  Pritchard  has  the  rent-roH  of 
both  tl^fe  ^ftatesj  and  as  he  hat  been 
a  good  old  feryaot^  I  recoiiitDentf  him 
to  your  ladj*s  favour.  I  have  aheady 
^omuited  him :  be  wIH  teli  ymi  what 
19  beft  (or  youi  and  moft  ^leafing  t» 
me, 

I  am  f^  Tcry  ^ad  widi  roy  eont* 
hut  will  come  in  r  littei,  at  ibon  ^  the 
dayisfixadi  itvfcmldheffae joyof  mj 
h^rt  to  join  yomr  hands.  And^fttme 
tell  you,  if  you  do  not  make  die  heft  of 
^u/bands  to  fo  good  a  young  lady^  and 
one  who  hat  had  fo  much  comge  6r 
your  fakct  ^  vnll  renounce  yo«  j  and 
Kt|k  all  I  can  i^pon  her  and  hm  hy 
yoiv  and  leave  yon  ott^  <^  the  moftjom 
,  If  any-thing  be  ^iMmt]R|^  ftr  jmir 
hxiba  ftcnrityi  Xamitadyapgrn  hi 

though 
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AsQgli  y*tt  kticwr,  thtt  my  word  hat 
lA^vayv  boen  looked  upon  »•  my  bond. 
And  when  tht  Harlowc*  know  alltUw, 
Itt  Of  fee  whether  they  i«  able  to  bia Ai, 
and  take  fliame  to  themftlvt s. 
'  Lady  6arah  and  Lady  Betty  want 
only  to  know  the  dajr,  to  make  all  the 
country  round  them  blase,  and  all  thtir 
tonanti  mad.  And,  if  any-one  of  mine 
he  foberupon  the  occafiottj  Pritchard 
Aall  ejea  htm.  And,  on  the  birth  of 
the  firft  child,  if  a  fon,  I  will  dp  fome- 
thing  more  for  you,  and  repeat  all  our 
'Jc}bicinga.  .        ^ 

I  ought  indeed  to  hav«  wntten  fooaer. 
But  I  knew,  that  if  you  thought  OM 
lonf ,  and  were  in  hafte  at  to  your  nujp- 
fiait,  you  would  write  and  tell  me  to. 
But  my  gout  wae  ^ry  troubUfome  j 
and  I  am  but  a'  flow  wriur,  yon  know, 
at  bcA :  for  compofmg  it  a  thing,  that 
akoogh  formerly  I  was  nrry  ready  at  it, 
(at  my  Lord  Leaington  vfed  to  fay ;) 
yet  having  left  it  off  a  great  while,  X 
am  not  Kb  now.  And  I  choft,  on  thia 
•ccafion,  to  writo  all  out  of  my  own 
kead  and  memory  j  and  to  give  you  my 
beft  advice  i  for  I  may  ^ever  hmre  fu<A 
an  opportunity  again.  Y^o  have  had 
£God  mend  yon »]  a  ftrange  way  of 
turning  your  back  upon  all  I  have  faids 

this  onc«,  1  hope*  V^^  '^"»**  ^*  "■***  **" 
tentitre  to  the  advice  I  give  you  for  your 
•wfigood. 

I  bad  Hill  another  end  $  nay,  two 
•ther  ende. 

The  one  wat,  That  now  you  are  up- 
on the  bordere  of  wedlock,  ae  I  may 
iay,  and  «//  y9ur  nuild  oaU  wiU  hi 
fi^uH^  I  would  give  jou  Ibme  inftruc- 
dons  as  to  your  publick  as  well  ais  pri« 
vate  behaviour  in  life }  which,  intend:, 
ing  you  fo  much  jgood  as  I  do,  yo« 
•^t  to  hear;  and  perhaps  would  ne* 
ver  ^ve  HAenod  to,  on  any  leTs  oatra-* 
ordinary  occafion. 

^The  ^cond  ia.  That  your  dear  lady- 
•kft  (who  is,  it  fecms,  herfetf  fo  fintt 
vm^  lb  Sententious  a  writer)  will  fte  by 
tbis,  that  it  is  not  omr  faults,  noir  for 
vant  of  the  heft  advioe,  that  you  wat 
Hot  a  better  man  lAian  you  have  hither* 
tobeea. 

And  now,  i«  ftw  wordt>  ftr  the  oo«- 
Att€l  f  troidd  Wiii  ^ov  to  follow  in 
|wUick>  M  wen  at  »n  privaia,  if  yod 
would  think  n«  wonhy  of  advifing.-* 
It  iiall-be  Aiort;  ib  be  not  uneafy. 

As  to  the  ^mia^lifit  Loveymtr 
My  at  (he  dcicnKCt.    Utjwr  a&im 


fraifiyw.  Be  a  md  hnlbaod}  and 
fi^  aivc  the  lie  to  all  your  enemies;  and 
i|iake  tham  aflumed  of  their  icandale. 
And  let  us  have  pride  in  faying,  that 
Mifs  Harlowe  hat  not  done  either  her- 
^f  or  family  any  discredit  by  coming 
among  vs.  Do  this;  and  i,  and  Lady  . 
Sarah  and  Lady  Betty,  will  iove.  yoa 
forever. 

Ae  to  your  f^lUk  eondu^-»Tfaia 
as  follows  it  what  I  could  wiihi  but  I 
leckoa  your  lady's  wifdom  will  put  ua 
hoth  rigbt^No  dir|Kirage«Mmt,<  Sir; 
fince  with  alhyour  wit,  you  have  not 
hitherto  fliewn  much  wi^iow,  you 
know. 

Get  into  parliament  as  f<ion  aa  yoa 
can  *.  for  you  have  /o/aax  to  make  a  gnat 
figure  there.  Who  fo  proper  toaHA  ia 
aiaking  new' holding  laws,  as  thoib 
whom  no  law  ia  being  could  bold* 

Thea,  for  fo  long  as  you  will  giv€ 
attendance  in  St*  ^ftrpiicn's  Chapel— 
It's  being  calUd  a  chapel*,  Lhope,  will 
not  iiifgufl  you:  I  am  fure  I  havo 
known  many  a  riot  theret— a  fpeaker 
bae  a  hard  time  of  it!  ^tit  wc/#vri  hava 
mom  daeoruan*-«But  what  wat  i  goiing 
to  f&y^-«I  muft  go  .hack. 

For  fo  long  as  you  wiU  give  yourat- 
tctidance  ia  parliamf  nt,  for  So  long  wHt 
you  be  out  of  mitfbhicf;  out  ^f  pnvMi 
mifchief ,  at  leaH:  and msy $t.  S|cphen*a 
£tte  be  yourt«  if  -you  wijf  tilly  do  aa^* 
Uck  mifchief! 

When  a  new  eleAion  comes,  you 
will  have  two  or  thrne  borouaht,  you 
know,  to  ch»leoiitof:-<-butif  you  nay 
till  tliaa^  I  had  rather  y<iu  were  for  tho 
Aire, 

You  will  have  iateitftenough,  I  am 
fore;  aad  being  fo  haodfome  a  man^ 
the  womeo  wifl  maift  their  hufranda 
votoforyou. 

I  ihall  loa^  tcHTcad  your  fpoechtt.. '  | 
capeft  yaawiil^peak,  if  oeea^mn  ctfer, 
the  very  .iirft  day.  You  wane  no^cou-^ 
-  r^e;  aad  think  highly  enough  of  yo^ir- 
foff,  and  lowly  enough  of  cv«ry.bodjf 
elie,  to  fpeak  on  all  occafions. 

At  to  the  methodt  of  the  houft,  yoif 
hatre  fpirit  anou'gh»  I  foar,'to  be  too 
nttoh  above  them<  take  care  of  that.--* 
i  doa^t  fo  waeh  foar  your  want  ofgood- 
■aanners^  To  arar,  you  want  no  de- 
oenoy,  if  they  don't  provoke  you:  aa 
tothat,  Iwalh  you  wonldonl^  learn  tt 
be  at  patient  of  contradiAion  from 
f«6rfv»  aayta  waidd  tere  atharpeopla 
be  tojmr. 

Althottgh 
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AltiKifi{;lr  I  woufiljiot  hzvtym  to  be' 
■m  tmmieri  Mithcr  would  I  have  yon  to 
be  a  jnaicoiittnt.  I  remember  (for  J 
ia'V€  i$  donvn)  what  my  old  friend  Ar- 
cbibold  Hvtcheron  fcid;  and  it  was  a 
▼cry  good  frym^— -(to  Mr.  Secretary 
Cfig^,  I  think»  It  was )-^*  I  look  opon 
^  an  admifiiftratiofi,  as  entitled  to  erery 
^  Tote,  I  -can  with  good  confcience  give 
'  ir;  for  a  Uoafe.of  Commons  ftiould 
^  not  nee<iters4y  pot  drags  upon  tbe 

*  wheels  of  government:  and,  when  I 
f  have  0«l  given  it  my  vote^  it  was  with 

*  rcprct:  and  for  my  country's  fake,  I 

*  wtfbed  with  «U  my  heart,  the  mca- 

*  fure  bad  been  fuch  as  I  could  have 

*  mproved.^ 

And  another  fsying  be  had,  wbich 
IMS  this;  <  Neither  can  anoppofition, 
*. neither  can  a  misiftry,  be  always 
'  wrong.  To  be  a  plnmb  man  there^ 
'  fore  with    either,   is    an  infallible 

*  AMrk,  that  that  man  mufk  mean  more 

*  and  worie  than  be  will  own  be  docs 
^  mean/       ♦ 

Are  the&  fayings  bad,  Sir?  Are  they 
;U>bedefDired  '^-Wellthen,  wh}^(hoald 
]  be  deipifed  for  remembering  them, 
and  quoting  them,  as  I  love  to  do? 
Let  me  tell  ycm,  i^  you  loved  my  com- 
pany more  than  vou  do,  you  would 
not  be  tbe  wor(e  for  it.  I  may  iay  fo 
«pithout  any  vanity;  £nce  it  i%  other 
wten^s  wi(<iom»  and  not  mj  cwMf  that  I 
am  to  fond  of. 

But  to  add  a  word  or  two  more  on 
this  oceafions  and  I  may  never  have 
fuch  another;  for  you  mujf  read  this 
tliroogh — Lo^e  bonefi.  mea,  and  herd 
•with  them,  in  tbe  boufe  and  out  of  thi 
toufe\  by  whatever  names  they  be  dig- 
Hincd  or  diftinguiihed:  Keep  good  men 
€omptmu  audjouJhaU  be  of  their  num* 
her,  But  did  I,  or  did  I  not,  write 
this  before  ?— Writing  at  fo  many  dif- 
ferent tim^s,  and  fuch  a  quantity,  one 
HMV  forget. 

You  may  come  in  for  the  title  when 
I  am  dead  and  gone— God  help  mc*-^ 
So  I  would  have  you  keep  an  equ«li« 
briuro.  If  once  you  get  the  name  of 
being  a  fine  fpeaker,  you  may  have  any* 
thing:  and,  to  be  fure,  you  have  natural* 
It  a  good  deal  of  elocution  $  a  tongue 
tnat  would  delude  an  angel,  as  the  wo« 
inen  iay— To.their  /brrow,fome  of  them» 
poor  creatures  I— -A  leading  man  in  the 
faonfe  of  Commons  is  a  very  important 
chari^^D  becaufe  that  bouft  am  the 


giving  of  money:  and  mmtiy  mettles  th^ 
mare  togo^  aye,  and  queens  and  k>ii^« 
too,  fbmetimesy  to  go  in  a  manner  Tcry 
diflf^rent  from  what  they  might  other- 
wiie  chuie  to  go,  let  me  tell  you. 
'  However,  methinks,  I  ^ould  not 
bare  vou  take  a  place  neither— It  will 
double  your  value,  and  yourintcreft,  if 
it  be  believed,  that  you  will  not:  for, 
ts  you  will  then  ftand  in  no  man's  way, 
you  will  biiye  no  envy;  but  pure  fter* 
ling  refpef^;  and  both  fides  will  court 
you. 

For  your  part,  you  will  not  want  a 
place,  as  fome  others  do,  to  piece  up 
their  broken  fortunes.  If  you  can 
now  live  reputably  upon  two  thouiand 
pounds  a  year,  it  will  be  bard  if  you 
,  eannot hereafter  live  upon  icven  orei^ht 
— Lefs  you  will  not  have,  if  voo  oblige 
me;  as  now  by  marrying  So  ane  a  lady, 
vei-y  much  you  will— And  all  tbia» 
over  and  above  Lady  Betty*s  and  Lady 
Sarah's  favours!  What,  rn  tbeoameof 
wonder,  could  poflibly  poflefs  the  proud 
{larlowes!— That  Ibn,  thatfont>f  theirs  I 
—But,  for  his  dear  (ifter^s  (ake,  I  will 
fay  no  more  of  him. 

I  never  was  offered  a  )dace  myfelf: 
and  the  only  one  I  would  have  taken , 
had  I  been  offered  it,  was  metier  ofthg 
huekhotmdji  for  I  loved  hunting  when 
I  was  young;  and  it  carries  a  good 
A>und  with  it  for  us  who  live  in  tbe 
eo«m  try.  Often  have  I  thought  of  that 
excellent  old  adage;  He  that  ears  th£ 
ki^g'^s  goofef  /ball  be  cboaked  <uHtb  bis 
featberu  I  wilb  to  the  Lord,  this  waa 
thoroughly  confidered  by  place-hunters  I 
It  would  be  better  for  them,  and  for 
their  poor  families. 

I  could  fay  a  great  deal  more,  and  all 
equally  to  tbe  purpofe.  But  ceally  I 
am  tired;  and  fo  I  doubt  are  you.  And 
befides,  Z  would  referve  fometbing  for 
.  converfation^ 

My  n  ieces  Montague,  and  Lad  v  Sarah, 
and  Lady  Betty,  join  in  compiimenta 
to  m  V  n iece  that  is  to  be.  I f  (he  would 
chuie  to  have  the  knot  tied  among  us, 
pray  tell  her  that  we  fliall  fee  it  fecwrdf 
dotui  and  we  will  make  all  the  country 
ring  and  blaze  for  a  week  together. 
But  (b  I  believe  I  faid  before. 

If  any. thing  farther  majr  be  needful 
toward  promoting  your  reciprocal  feli* 
city/  let  me  know  it{  and  bow  you  or* 
der  about  the  day}  and  all  that.  Tbe 
indoied  bill  is  rerv  much  at  your  fer- 

Tice, 
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Vice.  *Tis  payabk  at  fighft,  as  what* 
ever  elfe  you  may  have  occafion  for, 
thallbe. 

So  God  bWft  you  both;  and  make 
things  as  confcnientto  my  gout  as  vou 
caof  thoQgh  be  it  whenever  it  will>  t 
will  bobble  to  you^  for  I  long  to  fee. 
you;  and  ftill  niore  to  fee  my  niece;  and 
am  (in  expe^ation  of  that  happy  oppor- 
tunity }jr0«r  moft  offeHiaMate  umcU, 

M. 


LETTER   XLL 

Mft.  LOVELACE,  TO   JOHN   BSL- 
FOAD,  ES(^ 

THUKSDAT,  MAT  2^. 

THOU  feefty  Bclfordfhowwe  now 
drive  before  the  wind.— The  dear 
creature  now  comes  almoft  at  the  Mt 
wordy  whenever  I.defire  the  honour  of 
her  company.  I  told  her  laft  nijght,  that 
apprehending  delay  &om  Pritchard's 
llownefs,  I  was  determined  to  leave  it  to 
my  lord  to  make  his  compliments  in  his 
own  way;  and  had  a£hially  that  after- 
noon put  ray  writings  into  the  hands  of 
a  very.emineatlawyer,  counlellor  Wil- 
liams, with  dire^ions  for  him  to  draw 
tip  fetdements  from  my  owne(bite,  and 
conforma&le  to  thofe  of  my  mother; 
which  I  put  into  his  hands  at  the  (ame 
time.  It  had  been,  I  aifured  her,  no 
ibaail  part  of  my  concern ,  that  her  f re- 
fluent dilbieafure,  and  our  mutual  mif- 
apprehen^ont,  had  hindered  me  from 
adriiing  wixh  her  before  on  this  fubjef^. 
<  Indeoiy  indeed,  my  deareft  life/  faid 
I,  *  you  have  hitherto  afforded  me  bui 
*  a  very  thorny  courtlhip.* 

She  was  iilent.  JCwalj  filent.  For 
weU  know  I,  that  flie  could  have  re- 
crtrn'mated  upon  roe  with  a  vengeance. 
But  I  was  willing  to  fee,  if  £e  were 
not  loth  to  difoblige  me  now.  1  com- 
forted myfelf,  I  faid,  with  the  hopes, 
that  all  my  difliculties  were  now  over, 
and  thateve^y  paft  dlfobligation  would 
be  buried  in  oblivion. 

Now,  Bel  ford,  I  have  a5luany  de- 
pofited  thefe  writings  with  counrtllor 
Williams;  and  I  ejcpefl  the  draughts  in 
a  week  at  fartheft.  So  (hall  be  doublv 
f  rmed.  for  if  I  attempt,  ^nd/ail,  thefc 
will  be  ready  to  throw  in,  to  make  her 
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have  patieDGC  with  me  iUI  I  cam  Uf 

I  have  more  contnvancei  till  in  «m<* 
bryo,  I  could  tell  thee  of  an  hundied* 
and  yet  hold  another  hundred  in  petto,  « 
to  pop  in  as  I  go  along,  to  excite  thy 
furpnae,  and  to  keep  up  thy  attentiea* 
Nor  rave  thou  at  me;  but,  if  thou  ait 
my  friend,  think  oiMiJiHrwfsUtUrj^ 
and  of  herfmuggUngfcbeme.  Allow- 
ing to  my, fair  captive's  informationf 
and  incitements.  Am  I  not  a  <viUaim^, 
zfool^  a  Beelzebub,  with  "them  aUeady  ? 
—Yet  no  harm  done  by  me,  nor  £» 
much  as  attempted? 

Every.thifig  of  this  nature^  the  dear 
c^ature  anfwered,  (with  a  (fowncaft 
eye,  and  a  bloihing  <beek}  (he  left  t9 
me. 

I  propofed  my  lord's  chapd  for  the 
celebrauon,  where  we  might  have  the 
prefence  of  Ladv  Betty,  Lady  Sarahs 
and  my  two  couuns  Montague. 

She  feemed  not  to  favour  a  publick 
celebration;  and  waved  this  ful^cft  far 
the  prefent.  I  doubted  not  but  ike 
would  be  as  willing  as  I,  to  decline  a 
publick  wedding;  te  I  preiled  not  thia 
matter  farther  juft  then« 

But  patterns  I  aduatly  produced^  txA 
a  jeweller  was  to  bring  as  this  day  Se- 
veral fets  of  jewels  w  her  choice 
But  the  patterns  (he  would  not  ^^pea. 
She  fiehed  at  the  mention  of  them:  the 
fecond  patterns,  (he  faid,  that  had  beep 
offered  to^  her  •,  And  very  perempto- 
rily forbid  the  jewe]ler*s  comingi  as 
well  as  declined  my  offer  of  cauling  my 
mother* s  to  be,  new-iet  at  leaft  for  the 
prefent. 

I  do  alTure  thee,  Beiford,  I  was  in  ear- 
ned in  all  this .  My  whole  eftate  is  ao- 
thing  to  me,  put  jn  competition  wttb 
her  hoped-for  favour. 

She  then  told  me,  that  flhe  had  put 
into  wridng  her  opinion  of  my  general 
pr«po(aIs;  and  there  had  exprefed  her 
mind,  as  to  doatbs  and  jewels:  but  on 
my  ftrange  behaviour  to  her  (for  am 
caufe  that  /he  knew  of)  on  Sunday 
night,  (he  had  torn  thepaper  in  two. 

I  earncftly  prcfTed  her  to  let  me  be 
favoured  with  a  (ight  otf  this  paper^ 
torn  as  it  was.  And  after  fome  hed.- 
tation,  (he  wit)idreW|  and  feat  it  to  me 
by  Dorcas. 

I  peru  (cd  it  again .    It  was  In  a  man- 
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ftet  n9^  to  ine»  though  I  bad  read  it  ft 

lately^  and,  by  my  foul,  I  could  hkfSHf 
Ihiid  it.  An  hundred  &dmit^ble  crea. 
ttttts  1  called  her  td  rtiyfelf.  Btit  t 
chdftftf  tlicc,  ^rite  jt6t  ai  wofd  tome  in. 
W  hivjur.  If  fhoti  m«indt  hef  well; 
ft^r  it  I  li^atre  htr,  it  mud  be  all  exmer^ 
mm. 

Yon  may  etHfy  rappo(b»  ^en  Iv^k 
K-admitted  (6  her  prefinice,  that  I  rin 
0irei  Irt  her  pr^ii^s.  and  in  vo«»s  of  gra- 
titttde^andeverlsiitingiove.  Butherc'i 
the  devil ;  ftit  (till  reeeitres  all  I  t^f 
%pith  refervei  of  if  it  be  not  with  re- 
fcrvc,  ihc  receives  it  A)  mtttfh  M  her  dsn^ 
that  ihe  i«  not  at  al!  ralM  by  it.  Sonic 
women  are  undone  by  prai(^»  by  flat- 
tery.  t  myfelf,  a  man,  tm  proud  of 
praife.  Perhaps  thou  wilt  (ay,  that 
fht>ft  are  moft  ptond  of  it,  wno  leaft 
defetve  it ;  M  thcfe  are  of  ttehta  and 
jptmdeikr,  who  are  not  born  to  either. 
I  own,  that  to  be  fuperior  to  thtfe  foi- 
Mes,  it  reouirea  a  Am!.  Hate  I  not 
then  a  foul  ?— Surtly,  I  hare.-^Let  me 
then  be  confidered  aa  an  exeeptioA  to 
■  the  rule. 

NoMt  have  r  foundation  to  go  upon  1% 
my  term^.  My  lord,  in  the  exobe- 
nnee  of  hia  Mnerofny,  mentiona  a 
thodOtnd  pounds  %  ytar  penny-reAta« 
^1/  /  know,  that  were  I  to  marry  (hit 
tady,  ht  would  rather  fettle  upon  her  all 
heha$  a  mind  to  fbttle,  than  upon  me. 
He  has  even  thi-eatened,  that  irt  prove 
fiot  a  ^ood  hulband  to  her,  he  tvill 
leave  all  he  can  at  hia  death  from  me  to 
her.  Yet  eonfiders  not  that  a  woman 
fb  pesfeft  can  never  be  dSfpleafed  with 
her  hu(band  but  to  bis  difsraee;  for 
ifrho  will  -blame  ift^j^*- Another  reafon* 
^hy  a  LovSLACK  ftiould  not  wi(h  to 
mavry  aCLAnissA.. 

But  what  a  pcetty  fellow  of  att  iincfc 
U  this  fooliih  peer,  ro  think  of  utaking 
ftwiiPeindcptefideni  of  her  omperor,  and 
^^  rebel  of  courfe^  yet  fmartsed  Kimftlf 
for  an  error  of  this  Itind ! 
.  My  beloved,  in  her  torn  paper,  men- 
tion! but  two  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
for  her  repar<^c  ufb,  I  infifted  upon 
her  naming  a  larger  fum.  She  did,  it 
Wight  tticn  be  thiicc;  aYid  t,  for  fear 
The  AlOUid  fuf^eft  very  large  oilers, 
Tiamed  only  five}  bpt  added  the  cntirt 
difpofal  of  ^11  Arrears  in  her  fatbePa 
hands,  for  the  bencth  Of  Mrs.  Nor- 
ton, or  whom  (hepieafed. 

She  faidj  that  the  good  woman  ^uld 
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be  uneafy  if  any-thm^  more'  thin  t 
eompetenejf  ^ere  done  ftr  her.  8be 
was  for  fui ting. all  her  difpofittons  of 
this  kind,  me  faid,  /«  the  u/ktd  ^Muty 
cf  life  nf  ibi  ptrfifH.  To  go  beyond 
It,  was  but  to  put  the  benented  upen 
pro}<£ls,  or  to  make  them  aukward  ill 
ft  new  ftate;  when  they  mi^t  fhitie  ih 
that  to  which  they  were  accuflomed. 
And  to  put  it  into  fo  good  a  motheKa 
power  to  give  her  fon  ^  beginning  in 
his  bufinefs  at  a  proper  time;  yet  to 
leave  her/omething  for  berfelf,  to  let 
her  above_  want,  or  above  thi  neceflity 
of  taking'  back  from  hef  child  what  Aie 
had  y^tfi  enabled  to  bellow  upon  kifo; 

'  would  be  the  heiglit  of  fuch  a  worth/ 
patent *8  ambition. 

Here's  ptudenee!  Here's  judgment 
In  fo  voting  a  creature^.  How  do  i  ha^ 
the  Harlowet  for  p^tt^ng  fttcb  an 
angel !— 0  virby,  why,  did  flie  if^tafe 
my  flncere  addrefa  to  tie  Ifte  knot  be- 
fore we  came  to  thia  ho^fe ! 

But  yet,  what  mtntiftea  my  pride,  it, 
that  this  etalted  creafbre,  if  I  «^tfefb 
marry  her,  would  not  be  govafned  in 
her  behaviour  to  me  by  love,  but  \ff 
generufity  merely,  or  by  blind  dtiiyj 
and  had  rather  !iv«  fingle,  thM  be 
mine. 
I  cannot  bear  thia.    f  would  havt 

'  the<  vi^man  whom  t  hondor  with  mj 
name,  if  ever  t  confer  this  faonoiir  up* 
on  any,  forego  even  her  fiiftritf  dm- 

•  fj^/forme.  I  would  have  her  look  af* 
ter  me  when  I  go  out  as  fkr  as  fte  esn 
ibeme,  as  my  roft-bud  after  ber  John^ 
ny;  and  meet  me  at  mv  return  wHb 

~  rapture,  f  would  be  tbe  M»}cA  of 
her  dneama,  m  well  as  of  ber  wakiiv 
thoughts.  1  would  have  her  tlimk 
every  moment  loft,  that  is  not  palfcd 
w^th  me :  ftn^to  me,  read  to  ttie,  play 
to  me  when  f  pfeafed;  no  joy  ^  gnat 

.  as  m  obe^'ngtee.  Vf  hen  I  ihootd  be 
fndinedtolove,  over«^€lm  nue with  iti 
tvben  to  be  i^riota  or  folitary,  if  ^ 
prehenlive  of  Intrufion,  retiring  at  k 
nod^  appttodring  me  only  if  T  Imtled 
encouragement:  fteal  not  into  my  pfo- 
fence  tivith  lilences  out  of  it,  if  notsio- 
ticed,  on  tiptoe.  Be  a  Lai^  Eafi  to  all 
mv  plcaibrea,  and  valuing  tboft  mcA 
woo  moft  contiibuted  to  tbemj  onbf 
iigbinghi  private,  that  it  was  not  iir- 


at  tbe  time.  Thua  of  old  tfid  tite 
contending  wivea  of  the  boneft  patti- 
archai  eacn  recorameading  ber  hand- 
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fttaid  to  htr  lord,  as  flie  thought  it 
wotilfi  oblige  him,  and  looking  o-pon 
the  genial  prod  lift  as  her  own. 

The  gtntle  Waller  fays,  WMtenare, 
^rm  t$  he  coHtrottVd,  Gentle  fts  he 
was,  he  knew  that.  A  t)Fnint  hufl>«nd 
makes  a  dutiful  wife.  Attd  why  <do 
die  (ex  love  rakes.  Hut  becaufe  they 
know  how  to  direft  their  uncertain 
iRrills,  and  manage  them  } 
#        # 

Another  agreeable  converfation. 
Tfic  day  of  days  the  fubjeft.  As  to 
lixing  a  particular  one,  ttiat  need  not 
be  done,  my  charmer  fays,  till  the  fet- 
flemencs  are  complented.  As  to  mar- 
rying at  my  lord^s  chapel,  the  ladies  of 
niy  family  prcfent,  that  would  be  mak- 
ing a  publick  affair  of  it;  and  tlie  dear 
creature  obferved  with  regret,  that  it 
(eemed  to  be  my  lord^s  intention  td 
make  it  fo. 

It  could  not  be  imagtned,  I  Aiid,  bat 
.^at  his  lord(hip*s  fetting  out  in  a  lit- 
ter, and  coming  to  town,  as  well  as  his 
tafte  for  glaiT,  and  the  joy  he  would 
take  to  fee  me  married  at  laft,  and  to 
^r  dear  /elf,  would  gi^  it  as  much 
the  air  of  a  publick  marriage,  as  if 
tlie  ceremony  were  performed  at  his  own 
chapel,  all  the- ladies  prefent.  ^ 

*  I  cannot.*  faid  Hne,  «  endure  the 
'  thoughts  of  a  publick  day.    It  will 

*  carry  with  it  an  air  of  infiilt  ujion  my 

*  whole  family.  Aftd  for  my  part,  if 
<  my  lord  will  not  take  it  amifs,  [And 
«  perhaps  he  will  not,  as  the  motion 

*  came  not  from  bimfelf,   but  from 

*  you,   Mr.  Lovelace]    I    will  vtrj 

*  willingly  difpenfe  with   his    lord- 

*  Chip's  prefeoce;  tbe  rather,  as  drcfs 

*  and  appearance  will  then  be'nnnecef- 

*  faryj  tor  I  cannot  bear  to  think  of 

*  decking  my«per(bn  while  my  parents 

*  are  in  tears.* 

How  excellent  this !  Yet  do  flot  her 
parents  richly  dcfcrvc  to  be  in  tears  ? 

See,  Belfor^,  with  fo  charming  a 
nicenHs,  we  might  have  been  a  lon]^ 
time  ago  upon  the  verge  of  tht  ftate, 
and  yet  fxjund  a  great  deal  to  do,  be* 
fore  we  entered  into  it. 

All  obedience,  all  re(igfiation«— Ko 
^Jl  ^m  hers.  I  Withdrew,  and  wrote 
dire£lly  to  my  lord;  and  ihe  not  difap** 
|>roving  of  it,  I  ftnt'  it  away.  The 
puiport  as  follows';  for  I  took  no  copy. 

That  I  was  mucti  obliged  to  his  lord' 
Hitp  for fais  intended  goo^lneA)  tome, on 
an  eccafioii  the  nioft 'A^lemn  of  my 


li<e.  Thatthe  admirable"^ lady,  whom 
he  l4i  jullly  praifed,  -thought  liis  ]ord-> 
Ihip^s  propoffflsin  her  favour  too  higii. 
That  rtie  chofe  not  to  make  a  publick 
appearance,  if,  without  difobliging  my 
friends,  ftie  could  dvoid  it,  till  a  re* 
conci  Nation  with  her  own  could  1>e  ef- 
feaed.  That  although  Ae  exprefled  k 
grateful  fenfeof  his  lordlliip's  confent 
to  give  her  to  me  with  Bis  own  band| 
yet  pi% fuming,  that  the  motive  to  thia 
Kinci  intention  was  rather  to  do  her  ho- 
nour, than  it  otherwife  would  have 
been  'his  own  choice,  fefpecially  as 
travelling  would  be  at  fhts  time  fo  in- 
convenient to  him)  fhe  thougbt  it  ad- 
vffeable  to  (ave  his  lordihip  trouble  on 
thisocca(ipn)  and  hoped  he  would  take 
as  meant  her  declining  the  favour. 

That  the  Lawo  will  be  moft  accept* 
able  to  us  both  to  retire  to;  and  the  ra<T 
ther,  as  it  is  fo  to  his  lordffiip. 

But,  if  he  pleafes,  the  jointtiremay 
be  made  fram  my  own  eftatcj  leaving 
to  his  lordihip's  goodnefs  the  alterna* 
tive. 

I^conchidewith  telling  him.  That  I 
had  offered  to  pixfent  tjbe  lady  his  lord* 
fliip^s  bill}  but  on  her  declining  to  ac« 
cept  of  it,  (having  myfelf  no  prefent 
occaGon  for  it)  I  return  it  inclofed^ 
with  my  thanks,  6ff . 

.And  is  not  thia  going  a  plaguy 
length  ?  What  a  figure  fliould  1  mako 
in  raklih  annals,  if  at  lalt  I  fliould  b^ 
caught  in  my  own  gin  ? 

-Xl^e  ftK  may  fay  what  they  will,  but 
a  poor  innocent  fellow  had  need  to.takc 
great  care  of  himfejf,  when  he  dancea 
ujpon  the  edge  of  the  matrimonial  pre- 
cipice. Many  a  faint-hearted  man, 
when  he  began  in  jeft,  or  only  defigncd 
to  ape  gallantry,  oas  been  forced  into 
earneft,  by  being  ovcr-pron^pt,  and 
taken  at  his  word,  not  knowing  hov 
to  own  that  he  meant  lef$  than  the  lady 
fuj3pofed  he  meant.  I  am  t^ie  better 
enabled  to  judse  that  this  mud  have 
been  the  cafe  of  many  a  i'neaking  var- 
iety beoaufe  I,  who  know  ths  female 
v^orld  as  well  as  any  man  in  it  of  my 
(landing,  am  fo  frequently  in  doubt  of 
myfelf,  and  kfiow  not  what  to  make  of 
the  matter. 

Then  thefe  little  fly  rogues,  how  th^y 
lie  couchant,  ready  to  fpring  upon  us 
harmlefs  fellows  the  mon}cnt  we  are  in 
their  reach! — When  the  ice  is  once 
broken  for  them,  bow  fv#if  Jycan  they 
mi^e  to  port— Meait  rime,  thefuhjea 
4  B  they 
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Cbey  CM  letft^Ml  to,  they  m«ft  thimk 
of.  Nor  can  you  ulk  of  the  ceremony 
before  they  have  laid  out  in  their  minds 
h<m  it  is  all  to  be.  Littje  faucy-face 
defigners!  how  firft  they  draw  them- 
selves in,  then  us ! 

But  be  all  thcfe  things  as  thej  will, 
Lord  M.  never  in  his  life  received  fo 
Kandfome  a  letter  as  this  from  his  ne- 
phew 

LOVELACB. 

^be  lady^  mfter  hanmg  given  to  Mifs 
Htnue  the  particulars  contained  in 
Mr.  Ltwetace's  loft  letter ^  ihusex* 
prejes  berfelf: 

«  A  PRINCIPAL  confolation  ^rifing 

*  from  thcfe  favourable  appearances, 

*  is,  that  I,  who  have  now  but  one 
«  only  friend,  fliall  moft  probably,  and 

*  if  it  be  not  ray  own  tault,  have  as 

*  many  new  ones  as  there  are  pcrfons 

*  in  Mr.  Lovelace's  family;  and  this 

*  whether  Mr,  Lovelace  treat  me  kind- 
ly or  not.    And  who  knows,  but 

«  that  by  degrees,  thofc  new  friends, 
^  by  their  rank  and  merit,  may  have 

*  weight  enough  to  get  me  rcftored  to 
«  the  favour  of  my  relations?  Till 
<  ^which  can  be  eflfcaed,  I  fliall  not  be 

*  'tolerably  cafy.  Happy  I  never  ex- 
«  pcft  to  be.  Mr.  Lovelace''s  mind 
«  and  mine  arc  vaftly  different;  diffe- 

*  rent  ejentials, 

<  But  as  matters  are  at  prefent  cir- 
**  cyraftanced,  I  pray  you,  my  dear 
**  friend,  to  keep  to  yourl'clf  cvcry- 
**  thing  that  might  bring  difcrcdit  to 

*  him,  if  revealed.— Better  ^ny-body 
-^  expofe  a  man  than  a  wife,  M  lam  to 

^  be  his;  and  what  Isfaid  by  you  will 
f  bethought  to  come  from  me. 

*  It  (hall  .b«  my  conftant  prayer,  that 

*  all  the  felicities whidii his  world  can' 

*  afford,  may  be  yours :  and  that  the 

*  Almiehty  will  never  fuffer  you  nor 

*  youts,  to  the  remotcft  pofterity,  to 

*  want   foch  a  friend  as  my   Anna 

*  Howe  has  been  to  her 

<  Clariosa  Harlowe.^ 


LETTER    XLII. 

■  I 

.MR.   LOVELACE,    TO   JOHN.  BBL- 
FORD»*fit<^ 

AN  D  now,  that  my  belpved  feems 
fecure  in  my  net^  for  my  projeft 
*  -upon  (he  vi^ccn  Mifs  lioK?e>  90a  ypoa 


her  mother:  'in  which  the  offition^ 
prancer  Hickman  it  to  come  in  for  a 
daih. 

<  But  why  upon  her  mother,*  me- 
thinks  thouaikeft;  *  who,  unknown  to 

•  herfclf,  has  only  afted,  by  tbv  im- 
«  pulfe,  through  thy  agent  Jofeph  Le- 

*  man,  upon  the  folly  of  old  Tony  tbo 
«  uncle?* 

No  matter  for  that :  flie  believes  fli* 
a6ts  upon  her  own  judgment;  and  de- 
ferves  to  bepunifiied  for  pretending  to 
judgment,  when  (he  has  none.— Every 
living  foul,  but  myfelf,  I  can  tell  thee, 
(hall  be  puniflied,  that  treau  either 
cruelly  or  difre(bedfully  fo  adored  a 
lady.— What  a  plague!  is  it  not  enough 
that  die  is  teased  a!nd  tormented  in  pcr- 
fqnbyme? 

I  have  already  broken  the  matter  to 
our  three  confederates;  as.  a  fnppefM^ 
not  a  refolvedon  cafe  indeed.  And  yet 
they  know,  that  with  me,  in  a  piece  of 
miichief,  execution  with'  it*s  fwifteft 
feet,  is  ieldom  thite  paces  behind  pro- 
jection, which  hardly  ever  limps  nei*- 
ther. 

Mowbray  4s  not  againft  it« .  It  'm 
a  fcheme,  he  fays,  woraiy  of  us:,  and 
we  have  not  ^ne  any- thing  for  a  good 
while,  that  has  made  a  naife. 

Bblton  indeed  hefitates  a  little,  be^ 
caufe  matters  go  wrong  between  binr 
and  his  Thomafine;  and  the  poor  fel- 
low has  not  the  courage  to  nave  his 
fore  place  probed  to  the  bottom. 

Tourvillr  has  ftarted  a  freib 
game,  and  (hrugs  hi^  (houldfrs,  zn^ 
fliould  not  cbu/e  to  go  abroad  at  pre- 
sent, if  I  plea/e.  For  I  apprehend  that 
(from  the  mature  of  the  projeft)  there 
will  be  a  iiind  of  necefllty  to  travel,  till 
all  is  blown  over. 

To  MB,  one  country  is  as  good  as 
another;  and  I  fliall  foon,  I  fuppofer 
chufe  to  quit  this  paltry  ifland  $  'except 
the  miftrefs  of  my  fate  will  confeut  to 
cohabit  at  bemei  and  fo  lay  me  under 
no  nec^ffity  o£/urprsxing  her  into  fo- 
reign parts*  TravbL'Ling,  thoa 
knowefl,  gives  the  fexes  charming  op- 
portunities of  being  familiar  with  one 
another.  A  very  tew  days  and  nights 
muft  now  decide  all  matters  bewixtnta 
and  my  fair  inimitable. 

Dolbman,  who  can  zB.  in  thefe 
caufes.  only  as  chamber-counfel,  will 
inform  us  oy  pen  and  ink,  £his  right- 
hand  and  right-fide  having  not  yet  beeii 
finicky  and  tht  Qijfk^  fidsh^niiing  to 
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be  lenlible]  pf  all  that  fliall  occur  in 
ourabfeQce.  ' 

As  for  THBC,  we  had  rather  have  = 
thy  company  than  not^  for,  although 
thou  art  a  wretched  fellow  at  contriv- 
ance, yet  art  thou  intrepid  at  execu- 
tion .  But  as  thy  prefent  engagements 
make  thy  attendance  uncertain,  I  am 
not  for  making  thy  part  neceiTary  to 
our  fcheme;  but  for  leaving  thee  to 
come  after  us  when  abroad.  I  know, 
thou  canft  not  long  H?e  without  us. 

The  project,  in  ftiort,  is  this:— Mrs. 
Howe  has  an  elder  fifter  in  the  lile  of 
Wight,  who  is  lately  a  widow  j  and  I 
am  well  informed,  that  the  mother  and 
daughter  have  engaged,  before  the  lat- 
ter is  married,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  this  la- 
dy, who  is  rich,^  and  intends  Mifs  for 
her  heirefs}  and  in  the  interim  will 
make  her  fome  valuablefprefents  on  her 
approaching  nuptials;  which,  as  Mrs. 
Howe,  wholoves  monev  more  than  any- 
thing  but  herfelf,  told  one  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, would  be  ivortb  fetcbing, 

Nbw,  Jack,  nothing  more  need  be 
done,  than  to  hire  a  nttle  trim  veifel, 
which  (hall  fail  a  pleafuring  backward 
mod  forwaJrd  to  Portfmouth,  Sptthead, 
and  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  for  a  week  or 
fortnight  before  we  enter  upon  our  parts 
of  the  plot.  And  as  Mrs.  Howe  will 
be  for  making  the  heft  bargain  (be  can 
for  her  paflfa^,  the  mafter  of  the  vef- 
fA  may  have  orders  (as  a  perquifite  al- 
lowed him  by  his  owners)  to  takewhat 
Ihe  will  give :  and  the  mafter^s  name, 
be  it  what  you  will,  (hall  be  Gaxmwe 
on  the  occahon ;  for  I  know  a  rogue  of 
that  name,  who  is  not  obliged  to  be  of 
any  country,  any  more  than  we. 

Well,  tnen,  we  will  imagine  them 
on  board.  I  will  be  there  in  diiguife. 
They  know  not  any  of  ye  four— fup- 
pofing  (the  fcheme  fo  inviting)  that 
thou  canft  be  one. 

*Tis  pla|;uy  hard,  if  we  cannot /a^. 

Perhaps  they  will  be  fea-fick:  hut 
whether  they  be  or  not,  no  doubt  they 
will  keep  their  cabin. 

Here  will  be  Mrs.  Howe,  Mifs 
Howe,  Mr.  Hickman,  a  maid,  and  a 
footman,  I  fappofe  ]  and  thus  we  will 
order  it: 

I  know  it  will  be  hard  weather*.  I 
km'w  it  will:  and  before  there  can  be 
the  leaft  fulpicidn  of  the  matter,  we 
Iball  be  in  iight  of  Ouemfey,  Jerfey, 
Dieppe,  Cherbourg^  or  amy- whither  on 
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the  French  coaft  that  it  fliall  nleafe  ua 
to  agree  with  the  winds  to  blow  us : 
and  then,  fecurinj;  the  footman,  and 
the  women  ))eing  ieparated,  oneof  us,' 
according  to  tots  that  may  be  caft,  fliaJl 
overcome,  either  by  perfuafion  orforce»' 
the  maid'fervant:  that  will  beno'har4 
taflc;  and  (he  is  a  likely  wench:  fF 
have  feen  her  often]  one,  Mrs.  Howe;' 
nor  can  there  be  much  difficulty  there^ 
for  (he  is  full  of  health  and  life :  and' 
has  beenlong  a  widow:  another,  [  *  Tbat^^ 
fays  the  princely  lion,  *  muft  be  //*!' 
the  fauc^  daughter ;  who  will  be  too 
much  flighted  to  make  great  refiftances 
[yiohnt  (pirits,  in  that  fex,  are  feldom' 
true  fpirits—  'Tis  but  where  they  f/wi.- J  » 
—ana  after  beating  about  the  coaft  for 
three  or  four  days  for  recreation's  /^ke,' 
and  to  make  fure  work,  and  till  we  fee  - 
our  Allien  birds  begin  to  eat  and  fip,  we 
will  fet  them  all  on  (hore  where  it  will 
be  moft convenient}  fell  the  veflel,  [To 
Mrs.Townfend^s  agents,  with  all  my 
heart,  or  to  fome  otner  fmuggltrs]  or 
give  it  to  Ganifiore;  and  purfue  our 
travels,  and  tarry  abroad  till  all  is 
hufhed  up. 

Now  I  know  thou  wilt  make  diffi* 
culties,  as  it  is  thy  way;  while  it  it 
mine  to  con quer  them .  JfVf  y  other  vaf- 
fals  made  theirs;  and  \  condefcended  to 
obviate  them:  as  thus  I  will  thine,  fivft 
(tating  them  for  thee  according  to  what 
I  know  of  thy  phlegm. 

*  What,*  in  the  firft  place,  wilt  thou 
aik,  *  ihall  be  done  with  Hickman  p 
'  who  will  be  in  full  parade  of  drefa 
'  and  primnefs,  in  order  to  (hew  the 
'  old  aunt  what  a  de\'ili(h  clever  fellow 
«  of  a  nephew  (he  is  to  have.*" 

What!— I'll  tell  thee— Hickman,  m 
^ood  manners,  will  leave  the  women 
m  their  cabin— -and,  to  (hew  his  cou- 
rage with  his  breeding,  be  upon^deck; 

*  Well,  and  fuppofc  he  is  ?' 
Suppofe  he  is  I— Why  then  I  hope  it 

is  eaiV  for  Ganmore,  or  any-body  elfe, 
myfeff  fuppofe  in  my  pea-jack^  and 
gi-eat  watch- coat,  (if  any  other  make 
a  fcruple  to  do  it)  while  he  ftands  ia 
thevrey,  gaping  and  ftaring  like  a  no- 
"vice,  to  ftumble  againft  him,  and  pu(h 
hjm  overboard  I— A  rich  thought!— Is 
it  not,  Belford  ?— *He  is  certainly  plagyy 
officious  in  the  ladies  eorrefpondence; 
and,  I  am  informed,  plays  double  be- 
tween mother  and  dau^ter,  in  fear^f 
both. — Doft  not  fee  bim»  Jack?— I  do 
v-poppipg  up  and  downi  his  wig  and 
46  a  hat 
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hiX  floatiiig  W  him^  and  paddling, 
pawing,  afi4  daCbing^  like  a.  frighted 
mongrel-— I  ain.  afraid  he  nevex*  ven^ 
tured  to  learn  to  fwim. 
'  «  But  thou  wilt  nojt  drown  the  poor 
^fellow}  wilt  thou  F'  . 

No»  no  !-»That  is  not  jaecefiary  to 
t^e  pro}e£l— r  hato  to  do  mifcfaiefs  fu- 
pererogatory.  The  fkiif  ihall  be  ready. 
10  fave  fcim,  while  the  vcffel  keeps  it's, 
courfe:  he  ijiiall  be  fet  on  (bore  wiih  the 
lo(s  of  .wig  and  hat  only,  and  of  half 
of  his  liftle  wits,  at  the  place  where,  he 
embarked,  or  any -where  clfe. 

'  Well,  but  (hall  we  not  be  in  danger 

*  of  being  hanged  for  three  fuch  enor- 
<  mou» rapes,  although  Hickman  Oiould 
f  efcape  with  only  a  bellyfull  of  fea- 

*  water  ?'     • 

Yes,  to  be  Aire,  when  caught— But 
is  there  any  l^k^Iihood  of  that^— *Be- 
£des»  havewe  not  been  in  dang^r-before 
sow  for  worie  fafls?— -And  what  is 
there  in  being  only  in  danger F-^lf  we 
a£lually  wei-e  to  appear  in  open  day  in 
England  before  matters  are  n^ade  up» 
there  will  be  greater  likelihood,  that 
thefe  women  will  not  profecute^  than 
that  they  <u;f4f.— For  my  own  paxt,  I 
ihould  wiih  they  may.  Would  not  ^ 
bra?e  feUow>chufe  to  appear  in  court  to 
fuch  an.  arraignment,  confronting  wo>- 
nen  who  would  do  credit  to  his  at- 
tempt^ This^untry  is  more  merciful 
in  thefe  cafes,  than  in  iuty  others:  I 
ihould  therefore  like  to  put  myielf  up- 
•n  my  country. 

Let^e  indulge  a  few  refle£Uons  up- 
on what  thou  mayeft  think  .the  nAforfi 
that  can.  happen.  I  will  fuppofe  that 
thou  art  one  of  usj  and  that  all  five 
are  actually  brought  to  trial  on  this 
occafion:  how  bravely  ihall  we  enter  a 
court,  /  at  the  liead  of  you,  dreiTed 
out  each  man,  as  if  to  his  wedding  ap<P 
pearance !— -You  are  fure  of  all  the  wo- 
men, old  and  young,  of  your  fide.^— . 
«  What  brave  fellows!— What, fin^ 
'  *  gentlemen!— There  goes  a  charming 
<  h^nd(ome  man  t  '^-meaning  me>  to  be 
fure !— *.Who  co^ld  find  in  their  hearts 
'  to  hang  fuch  a  gentleman  as  that?' 
whifpers  one  lady,  fitting  .perhaps  on 
the  jneht^hand  of  the  recorder:  [I  fup« 
pofe  thefcene  to  be  in  London]  wliiU 
another ,  diibeli^ves .  that  any  woman 


covld  feuf^  iwear  igahift  bnu'  AU 
will  crood  after  mei  it  will  be  each 
nMn*s  bappinefs  (if  ye  ihall  chance  to 
be  baihfut)  to  be  neglcHed.  1  fliall. 
be  found  to  be  the  greateft  criminal^ 
and  my  fafety,  for  which  the  general 
voice  will  be  engaged,  will  be  yours. 

But  then  comes  the  triumph  of  tri- 
umphs, that  will  make  the  accufed  look 
up,  while  the  accufers  are  covered  with 
confufiofi. 

<  Make  room  thcref^Stand  by— Give 
'  back  r— One  receiving  a  i^api  another 
an  elbow,  half  a  fcore  a  puih  apiece! 
Enter  the  (low- moving,  hood-facedy 

down-  looking  plaintiffs. 
And  firft  the  widow,  with  a  ibrrow* 
ful  countenance,  though  half-veiled^ 
pitying  her  daughter  n>ore  than  herfelf. 
The  people,  the  women  efpecially,  who 
on  this  occafion  will  be  iive-fixibs%of 
the  fpeAators,reproaching  her— -' Yov'd 

<  have  the  confcience,  would  you,  to 
'  have  five  fuch  brave  gentlemen  as 

<  theie  hanged  for  you  know  not  what? ' 
Next  comes  the  poor  maid-^who  per- 
haps had  been  ravilbed  twenty  times 
before;  and  had  not  a  jfpeaiYd  now,  but 
for  company-lake;  mincing,  fimpering, 
weeping,  by  turns;  not  knowing  whe- 
ther (he  ihould  be  (brrv  or  glad. 

But  every  eye  dwells  upon  Miis!— 
'  See,  fee,  the  bandfome gentleman  bov 

<  to  her  I' 

To  the  very  ground,  to  be  fure^  I 
ihall  bow;  and  kifs  my  hand. 
*  See  her  confufion  1  See !  She  tuns 

*  fi-om  hi  m ! ' — *  Ah  I  that'  a  becaufe  itis 

*  in  open  court!'  cries  an  arch  one. 
While  others  admire  her— >*  Ay  I  that's 

*  a  girl  worth  venturing  one^s  neck 
«  foil' 

Then  ihall  we  be  nraifed— Even  thi 
judges,  and  tlit  whole  crooded  bench, 
wilF  acquit  us  in  their  hearts^  and 
every  fingle  man  wifli  he  had  been  me* 
-^The  women,  all  the  time,  dipdaim- 
ing  profecution,  were  thecaic  to4>e  ibdr 
own.  To  be  fuie,  Belfovd,  the  fufierers 
cannot  put  half  fo  good  a  face  upon  dte 
matter  as  we. 

Then  what  a  noife  will  this  matter 
make  I  Is  it  not  enough,  fvppoie  «s 
moving  from  the  pn^  to  the  SeiioH 
Houfe  *,  to  make  a  noble  heart  thviap 
it  away  moil  gl^nonfly,  when  fuch  an 


*  Within  thefe  few  years  pail,  a  paflage  has  been  made  from  the  prifon  to  tbs  Sd&oei 
Houfe,  whereby  malefactors  are  carried  into  court  withont  going  through  the  ftnet* 
Ucs*i  triumph  on  their  fuppofed  ourch  ih^  the  wlfdom  of  this  alteration* 
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file  fimU  himrtlf  attended  to  bit  tri^ 
by  a  parade  of  guards  and  officers,  of 
miens  and  afpects  warlike  and  unwar- 
likci  himfelf  their  whole  ca^,.  and 
their  buiinefa!— weapons  in  their  handsi 
ibtne  bright,  fome  rufty,  j^ually  vene- 
rable for  their  antiquity  and  inoiFen«> 
fivenefs!  others  of  more  authoritative 
demeanor,  ft  rutting  before  with  fine 
sainted  (Uves !  (hoals  of  people  follow- 
ing, with  a  '  Which  is  he  whom  the 
«  joung  lady  appears  againft?'— -Then, 
Jet  us  look  down,  lookup,  look  r«und, 
which  way  we  will,  we  (hall  fee  all  the 
doors,  the  fliops,  the  windows,  the  fign- 
irons,  and  balconies,  (garrets,  gutters, 
and  chimney- tops  included)  allwhite' 
capt,  black- hooded,  and  periwigged, 
or  crop-eared  up  by  the  immobiU  *vul* 
gits :  while  the  iio'AWfif^fireet-f'warmerSf 
who  haveieen  us  pais  by  at  one  place, 
run  with  ftretcbed-out  necks,  and 
Arained  eye- balls,  a  round-about  way, 
and  elbow  and  thoulder  thenifeives  into 
places  by  which  we  have  not  paiTed,  in 
order  to  obtain  another  fight  of  us ; 
every  ftreet  continuing  to  pour  out  it^s 
fwarms  of  late-comers,  to  add  to  the 
gathering  fnowbAll ;  who  are  content 
to  take  defcriptions  of  our  perfons,  be- 
haviour, and  countenances,  from  thofe 
who  had  the  good  fo/tune  to  have  been 
in  time  to  fee  us. 

Let  me  tell  thee.  Jack,  I  fee  not  why 
(to  judge  according  to  our  principles 
and  praflices)  we/liould  not  be  as  much 
elated  in  our  march,  were  this  to  hap- 
pen to  us,  as  others  may  be  upon  any  ^ 
other  the  mo^  mob -tU trading  occafion— 
Suppofe  a  lord-mayor  on  his  gaiv^^ 
fuppofe  a  vi£loriou8  general,  or  ambaf- 
fador,  on  his  publick  entry— Suppofe 
(at  I  began  witn  the  iowift)  thcgramieft 
panuie  U>at  can  be  fuppofed,  a  corona- 
tion—For, in  all  theie,  do  not  the  rpyaU 
§uard,  the  heroick  train  -  bands,  the  pen- 
ent,  clinging  throngs  of  fpe6lators, 
with  their  waving  heads  rolling  to-and-  ' 
jFro  from  houfe-tops  to  houfe- bottoms 
and  Ibreet-ways,  as  I  have  above  de- 
icribed,  make  the  principal  part  of  the 
raree-(hew? 

And  let  me  a(k  thtc.  If  thou  doft  not 
think,  that  either  the  roayqr,  the  am- 
baifador,  or  the  general,  wpuld  not' 
make  very  pitiful  %ures  on  their  galas, 
<iid  Bot  the  trumpets  and  tabrets  call 


t»g»ther  the  canaille  fo^ie  at^em?««^ 
Nor  perhaps  fli^uld  wtt  be  the  moft 
guilty  hei'oes  neither  :  fur  wlio  kaewt 
bow  the  magiftrate  may  have  obttincd 
his  gold  chain  ?  While  the  general  pro4 
bably  returns  from  cutting  of  throatm, 
and  from  murders,  fandined  by  /euf- 
tom  only.— C«far,  we  are  told  •>  ba4 
won,  at  the  age  of  fiftf-^,  when  he 
waa  aflaffinated,  fifty  pitched  l)attles4 
had  taken  by  aflault  above  a  thoofiind 
towns,  and  flain  near  i^ioOyOOQ  men  ; 
I  fuppofe  cxclu five  of  thofe  who  fell  on 
his  own  fide  in  flaying  them.  Are  not 
vou  and  I,  Jack,  innocent  men,  and 
babes  in  fwadling-cloaths,  compared  to 
Cacrfar,  and  to  his  predecclTor  in  heroi4rn« 
Alexander,  dubbed  for  murders  and  de* 
predation  Magnus  ?  r 

The.principal  difference  that  ftcikea 
me  in  the  comparifon  between  us  and^ 
the  mayor,  the  arobaiTador,  the  generml^' 
on  their  gawdies,is,  that  the  mob  make 
a  greater. noife,  a  louder  huzzaing,  in 
the  one  cafe  than  the  othe^;,  which  tt* 
called  acclamation^  and  ends  frequently  ' 
in  higher  tafte,  by  throwing  dead  ani- 
mals at  one  another,  befoi-e  they  dif- 
perfe;  in  which. they  have  as  much  jby, 
as  in  the  former  part  of  the  triumph  : 
while  they.wiU  attend  us  with  ail  the 
marks  of  an  awful  or  ialest  (at  moft 
only  a  whifpering)  refpeft;  their  mouths 
difteoded,  as  if  fet  open  with  gags,  and  • 
their  voices  generally  \oik  in  gc^gle* 
eyed  admiration. 

Well,  but  fuppofe,  after  all,  we  are 
convi^ed  $  what  have  we  to  do,  but  in 
time  to  make  over  our  eftates,  that  the 
iheriffsmay  not  rts^  in  our  fpoils?^^* 
There  is  no  fear  of  being  hanged  for 
fuch  a  crime  as  this,  while  we  .have. 
money  or  friends. ^^At^^  fuppofe  even 
the  worft,  that  two  or  three  ^ere  to  die, 
have  we  not  a  chance,  each  nan- of  us^ 
toefcape?  Thedevirsin  them,  if  they^*!} 
hang  nve  for  raviihing  three  h      •    '  •  -. 

I  know  I  Ihall  get  off  for  one— wene 
Jt  but  for  family.(ake:  and  being  a 
Jiandfome  .feUow,  I  (ball  have  a  doaen 
or  two  of  young  maidens,  all  dreffcd  in 
white,  go  to  court  to  beg  my  life— ^And 
what  a. pretty  (hew  they  will  make,wiili 
their  white  hoods,  while  gowns,  white 
petticoats,  white  fcarves,  wkit&gievea^ 
kneeli  ng  for  me,  wi th  their  whi  te  band«> 
kerchiefs  at  their  eyes,  in  two  preuy 


*  Plioy  gives  this  wcouatf  pattiflf  tfat  oamber  of  men  daia  at  1^100^092.    See  ai(k 
L»pfiiis  de  C*tifiami0»  ^ 

towt. 
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fowfy  m  hit  mzfdty  wtlks  tlircnigh 
tbem,  ind  nod*  my  pardon  for  their 
fiikct  t— And,  if  once  pardoned,  all  is 
over:  fbr.  Jack,  in  a  cnme  of  this  na- 
ture there  liet  no  appeal,  ae  in  a  mar- 
der. 

So  thoQ  iecft  the  worft  that  ean  bap- 
pen,  ftiould  we  not  make  the  grand  tour 
upon  this  #e.cafion,  but  ftay  and  take 
eor  trials.  But  it  is  moil  likely,  that 
tbey  will  not  pr^Rcute  at  all .  If  not, 
DO  rifque  on  our  iide  will  be  run:  only 
.  taking  our  pleafure  abroad,  at  the  worft; 
leaving  friends  tired  of.  us,  in  order, 
nfter  a  time,  to  return  to  the  fame 
friends  endeared  to  us,  as  we  to  them, 
by  abfence. 

This,  Jack,  is  m^  fcheme,  at  the  firft 
rvnning.  I  know  it  t»  capable  of  im- 
provemeot-^For  example  :  I  can  land 
thtUb  ladies  in  France;  whip  over  before 
ifliey  can  get  a  paAage  back,  or  before 
Hickman  caA  have  recovered  bis  fright; 
nnd  fo  find  means  to  entrap  m^r  be- 
loved  on  board-^And  then  aM  will  be 
light;  and  I  need  not  care  if  I  were  ne- 
ver to  return  toEngland. 

Memorandmn,  To  be  confidered  of— 
Whether,  in  order  to  compleat  my 
^KBgeance,  I  cannot  contrive  to 
kidnap  away  either  James  Harlowe 
«r  SoUnes^  or  both?  A  man, 
Jack,  would  not  go  into  exile  for 
jMthing. 


LETTER    XLIII. 

MR.    I^O^CLACE,   TO   JORK   BEL^ 

IF,  Belford,  thou  likeft  not  my  plot 
irpon  Mifs  Howe,  I  have  three  or 
Ibnr  more  as  good  in  rojrown  opinion ; 
Wttcr,  perhaps,  they  will  be  in  thine: 
mnd  fo  *tis  but  getting  loofe  from  thv 
picient  engagement,  aiid  thou  (hak  piclc 
nndcbufe.  But  as  for  thy  three  bretbren, 
tbev  muA  do  as  I  would  have  them : 
nnafo,  indeed,  mnft  thou-— £lfe  why 
am  I  your  general  ?  But  I  will  refer 
thisfobjef^  to  it*s  proper  feafon.  Thou 
knowelt  that  I  mjtr  abfolutely  con-' 
dude  upon  a  proieft,  till  *tis  time  for 
execution;  and  then  lightning  ftrikes 
not  quicker  than  I. 

And  no^  to  the  fubjeft  next  my 
J^rt. 

Wilt  tbpu,  believe  me^  when  I  tell 


thee,  that  I  have  fo  mny  eentrivnces 
rifing  up  and  crouding  upon  me  for 
preference,  with  regard  to  my  Gloriana* 
ihat  I  hardly  know  whicji  to  choft  ?— 
I  could  tell  thee  of  n6  lefs  than  fix 
princely' ones,  any  of  which  tm^  do. 
But,  as  the  dear  creature  has  not  grudg- 
ed giving  me  trouble,  I  think  I  ouebt 
not,  in  gratitude,  to  (pare  combnftibi^ 
for  her;  but  on  the  contrary,  to  malgi 
her  ftareand  ftand  agfaaft,  by  ipringing 
three,  or  four  mines  at  once. 

Tbouremerabereft  what  Shakefpeare, 
in  his  Troilos  and  Crdlida,  makes 
HeAor,  who,  however,  ts  not  ofed  to 
boaft,  iay  to  Achilles  in  an  interview 
between  them ;  and  which,  applied  to 
this  watphfiil  lady,  and  to  the  vexation 
(he  has  given  me,  and  to  the  certainty  1 
now  think  1  have  of  fubduing  her,  will 
run  thus:  Svppofin^  the  charmer  before 
me;  and  I  m^tatmg  her  fweet  perli« 
lirora  head  to  foot— 

<  Henceforth,  0  watchful  fikr^vne  ! "  gvaid 

« thee  well : 

<  For  I II  not  kill  thee  there!  aar  there!  nor 

*  there! 

*  But,  by  the  koiu  tbatcirc/a  yenms^vui^ 

<  1*11  kill  thee  ev'ry  where;  yea,o*er  and  o'er. 

*■  Thou,  wifeft  Belf9rd,  panion  me  this  brag:  ' 

*  Her  ivaubfuUrjt  draws  folly  fiiom  myVips ; 
'  But  1*11  endeavour  deeds  to  match  the  wdxf 

*  Or  may  I  ncvei 


Then,  I  imagine  thee  interpofing  to 
qualify  my  impatience,  as  A)ax  did  to 
Achilles— 

*  *— *  Do  not  chafe  tJiee,  coufin : 
«  ..-.»  And  let  thefc  threats  alone, 

*  Till  irrrii/inir  or ^tfi^e  bring  thee  to  it.' 

AH  that  Texes  me,  in  the  mtdft  of 
my  gloried-in  devices,  is,  that  there  is 
a  lorry  fellow  in  the  world,  wbo  bas 
prefumed  to  queftion,  whether  the  prise, 
when  obtained,  i>  wortby  of  the  pains 
it  cofts  me:  yet  know.s,  with  what  pa- 
tience and  trouble  a  bird-nMJi  will 
fpread  an  acre  of  ground  with  gins  and 
fnares;.  fet  up  his  ftalking-horfe,  his 
glaflesj  plant  his  decoy>birds,  and  in* 
vite  the  feathered  thronffby  his  whiftlQ 
and  all  his  prise  at  laC(tlie  reward  of 
early  hours,  and  of  a  whole  morning's 
pains)  only  a  fimple  linnet. 

Tobeferiout,  Beliord,  I  niuft  ac- 
knowledge, that  all  oor  purfuits,  from 
childhood,  to  manbood,  ire  only  tnBes 
of  dlffert  ftt  forti  and  loeti  proportinDed 
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toH^arjeart  ind  riewts  but  then  is  not 
a  fine  woman  the  nobleft  trifle,  that 
ever  was  or  could  be  obtained  by  roan? 
*— And  to  what  purpofe  do  we  fay  ob- 
tainedj  if  it  be  not  in  the  way  we  wilh 
for?— If  a  man  i$  rather  to  be  bir^tittt 
tkan  tie  buf 

m     # 

And  now,  Beiford,  whatdofttly'nk? 

*  That  thou  art  acurfed  fellow  if—* 
If— No  if's— But  I  (hall  be  very  fick 

.  to-morrow.     I  (hall,  *faitfa. 

«  Sick!— Why  fick?  What  a  devil 
•  Aouldft  thou  be  fick  for?* . 

For  more  good  reafons  than  one. 
Jack- 

*  I  (hould  be  glad  to  hear  but  one. 
<  .^Sick,  quotha!  Of  all  thy  roguiih 
«  inventions  I  (hpuld  not  have  thought 
«  of  this." 

Perhaps  thou  thinkeft  my  view  to  be, 
to  draw  the  lady  to  my  bedfide.  That*s 
m  trick  of  three  or  four  thoufand  years 
old;  and  I  ihould  find  it  much  more  to 
my  purpofe,  if  I  could  get  to  hers. 
However,  1*11  condefcend  to  make  thee 
as  wife  as  myfelf. 

I  'am  exceflively  diilurbed  about  this 
fmuggling  fcheme  of  Mifs  Howe.  I 
liav€  no  doubt,  that  my  fair- one,  were  I 
to  make  an  attempt,  and  mifcarry,  will 
iy  from  me,  if  flie  can.  I  once  be- 
lieved ihe  loved  me:  but  now.  I  doubt 
whether  ihe  does  or  not:  at  leaft^  that 
h  is  with  fuch  an  ardour ,  as  Mifs  Howe 
calls  it;  as  will  make .  her  overlook  a 
premeditated  fault,  ihould  I  be  guilty 
of  one. 

.  *  And  what  will  being  fick  do  for 
«  thee?* 

Have  patience.  I  don*t  intend  to  be 
fo  very  bad  as  Dorcas  ffiall  reprefent 
me  to  be.  But  yet  I  know  I  (hall  reach 
confoundedly,  and  bring  up  fome  clot, 
ted  blood .  To  be  fure,  I  (hall  break  a 
vcffd:  there*s  no  doubt  of  that:  and  a 
bottU  of  Raton's  Styptick  (hall  be  lent 
Ibr;  but  nodoAor.  If  (he  has  buma- 
nity,  (be  will  be  concerned.  But  if  (he 
has  U<v^,  let  it  have  been  pufhed  ever 
£6  far  back,  it  will,  on  this  occafion, 
c»me  forward,  and  (hew  itfelf  j  not  only 
in  her  eye,  but  in  every  line  of  her  fweet 
€ice. 

I  will  be  very  intrepid.  I  will  not 
fear  death,  or  any -thing  elfe.  I  will 
be  fure  of  being  well  in  an  hour  or  two, 
baving  formerly  found  great  benefit  by 
tins  aSrlngent  medicine,  onoccafion  of 
af  iawftra  bruife  by  a  fall  from  my 


bode  in  hunting,  of  which  perhaps  thia 
malady  may  be  the  remains.  And  this 
will  (hew  her^  that  though  thofe  about 
me  may  make  the  moft  of  it^  I  do  not$ 
and  fo  can  have  no  defign  in  it. 

*  Well,*  methinks  thou  fayeft,  *  I 

*  begin  to  think  tolerably  of  this  de- 

*  vice.* 

I  knew  thou  would((,  whea  I  ex« 
plained  myfelf.  Another  timep^epaiy 
to  wopder;  and  bani(h  doubt. 

Now,  Belford,  I  (hail  expe5b,  that 
(he  will  (hew  fome  concern  at  the  broken 
veflel,  as  it  may  be  attended  with  it^* 
tal  e^B^ks,  efpecially  to  one  fo  fiery  ia 
his  temper  as  I  have  the  reputation  to 
be  thouflht  to  bet  and  the  rather,  as  £ 
(hall  calmly  attribute  the  accident  to 
the  harrafies  and  doubts  under  which  I 
have  laboured  for  fome  time  paft.  And 
this  will  be  a  further  proof  of  my  lov«^ 
and  will  demand'a  grateful  return— 

'  And  what  then,  thou  egregioua> 
•'Contriver?* 

Why  then  I  (hall  have  the  lift  re^ 
foorfe^  if  I  am  to  ufe  a  little  violence* 
for  czn  Jbe  deferve  compa(fion,  who 
(hews  none? 

'  And  what  if  (he  (hew  zgrtat  deal 
'  ofcoatemV 

Then  (hall  I  be  in  hopes  hi  building 
on  a  good  foundation.  Love  hides  a 
multitude  of  faults,  and  dimini(hes 
thofe  it  cannot  hide.  Love,  when  ac- 
knowledged, authorizes  freedom;  and 
freedom  begets  freedom;  and  I  (hail 
then  fee  how  far  I  can  go. 

'  Well  but,  Lovelace,  how  the  deuce 

*  wilt  thou,  with  that  full  health  and 

*  vigour  of  conftitution,  and  with  that 

*  bloom  in  thy  face,  make  any-body 

*  believe  thou  art  fick  ?* 

How!— 'Why,  take  a  few  grains  of 
ipecacuanha;  enough  to  make  mereacb 
like  a  fury. 

<  Good!— But  how  wijt  thou  raa- 
<  nage  to  bring,  up  blood,  and  not  hurt 

*  thyfclf?* 

Fool i(h  fellow!  Are  there  fiot  pigeons 
and  chickens,  in  every  poulterer's  (Hop? 

Cry  thy  meixry. 

But  then  I  will  be  perfuaded  by  Mrs. 
Sinclair,  that  I  have  of  late  confined 
myfelf  too  much;  and  fo  will  have  a 
chair  called,  and  be  carried  to  the  Park; 
where  t  will  try  to  walk  half  the  length 
of  the  Mall,  or  fo;  and  in  my  return, 
amufs  myfelf  at  White's  or  th^  Cocoa. 

*  And  what  will  thts  do?* 

Qusftigning^  again  I-^I  am  afraid 
thouVt 
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Aoti'rt  an  infidel,  BelforJ— Why  then 
Avail  I  not  jcnow  if  my  bdoved  offers  to 
go  out  in  my  abfence  >— And  (hail  I 
Jwt  "kc  whether  ihc  receives  me  with 
tcnderneTs  at  my  return?  But  this  is 
not  ail:  /  have  aforeboding  thAtfoMe- 
tbing  of  effing  nvUl  bap  fen  'wkiU  I  am 
9ut.    But. of  this  more  in  it's  place. 

And  now,  Belford,  wilt  thou,  or  wilt 
ifiou  not,  allow,  that  it  is  a  right  thing 
to  be  (ickf -^Lord,  Jack,  fi>  muth  de- 
light do  I  takein  my  contrivances,  that 
J  (hall  be  half-forry,  when  the  occa- 
sion for  tliem  is  over  j  for  never,  never, 
Aall  I  again  h^ve  fuch  a  chaitning  ex- 
^ciie  for  my  invention. 

Mean  time  thefe  ohguy  women  are 
fo'  impertinent,  Co  full  of  reproaches, 
that  I  know  not  how  to  do  any- thing 
bat  curfe  tfiem  •  And  then ,  truly,  tfaey 
iarc  for  helping  me  out  with  fome  of 
tbeir  trite  and  vulgar  artifices.  Sally 
{yarticuhrly,  who  pretends  to  be  a 
niiehty  contriver,  has  juft  now  in  an 
inlolent  manner  told  me,  on  my  re- 
letting her  proffered  aids,  that  I  had  no 
mind  to  conquer;  and  that  I  wa^  fo 
^ri(^</ as  to  intend  to  marry,  thott?h 
I  would  not  own  it  to  her. 

'  Becaufe  this  little  devil  made  her  firft 
iacrifice  at  my  altar,  fhe  thinks  fhe 
flUay  take  any  liberty  with  me:  and 
what  makes  her  outrageous  at  times, 
is,  that  I  have,  for  a  long  time,  Jfu' 
ikoufiy,  as  fhe  fays,  flighted  tier  too  rea- 
<ii}y-off<!red  favours:  out  is  it  not  very  ^ 
impudent  iu  her  to  think,  that  I  will  be" 
any  mvin*%  fueeejbr?  It  is  not  come  "to 
that  neiiher.  This  thou  knoweft,  was 
always^  my  rule— 0»f ^  any  otber  nuuCs^ 
and  1  know  it,  and  ne^oer  mure  mine* 
It  is  for  fuch  as  thou,  and  thy  brethren, 
to  take  up  with  barUts,  I  have  been 
always  aiming  at  the  merit  of  a  firfl 
difcovercr. 

Tbe  more  4evil  I,  perhaps  thou  wilt 
fay,  to  endeavour  to  corrupt  the  uncor- 
fupted. 

But  I  fay,  ffof;  fince,  hence,  I  have 
Ijut  very  fewadolterics  to  anfwcr'for. 

One  affair,  indeed,  at  Paris,  with  a 
married  lady  [I  believe!  never  told  thee 
of  it]  toucned  my  confcience  a  little: 
yet* brought  on  by  the  fpirit  of  intrigue,* 
more  than  fey  fhecr  wickedncfs.  lil- 
givc  if  thee  in  brief: 

A  Ft;er.chi  marquis,  foihewhat  in 
yeari;  employed  by  l?i^  court  in  a  pub- 
lick  fun^ion  at  that  of  Madrid,  had 
put  his  duiming  young  new-marFted 


wife  under  the  controul  and  fUHirdfiiff 
as  I  may  fay,  of  bis  infolent  fifler,  an 
old  pruue. 

I  faw  the  lady  at  the  opera.  I  liked 
her  at  firft  fight,  and  better  at  f«cond, 
when  I  knew  the  fituation  fbe  was  in. 
So,  pretending  to  make  my  addrefib  to 
the  prude,  got  admittance  to  both. 

The  firft  thing  I  had  to  do,  was  to 
compliment  mv  prude  into  fhynefs  by 
complaints  of  mynefs;  next  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  marquis's  fituation,  be- 
tween her  hu(band*8  jealonfy,  and  his 
fifter*s  arrogance;  and  to  infpire  her  with 
refentment;  and,  as  I  hoped,  with  a 
regard  to  my  perfon.  The  Fitach  la- 
dies have  no  diflike  to  tfitrigoe. 

The  fifter  began  to  fufp«a  me:  tbe 
lady  liad  no  mind  to  part  with  tbe  com- 
pany of  the  only  man  who  had  been 
permitted  to  vifit  there}  and  told  me  of 
iier fitter's  fufpiciont.  I  put. her  upon 
concealing  the  priide,  as  if  unknown 
to  me,  in  a  clofet  in  one  of  her  own 
aoar^ments,  locking  her  in,  and  pat- 
tmg  the  key  iii  her  own  pocket:  and 
fhe  was  to  aueftion  me  on  the  fincerity 
of  my  profVflions  to  her  fifter,  in  her 
fitter's  nearincr. 

She  complied.  My  mMrefs  was 
locked  up.  The  lady  and  I  took  our 
feats.  I  owned  fervent  love,  and  made 
hifi^h  profeffions:  for  tfie  marquife  put 
it  home  to  me.  The  prude  was  delight* 
ed  with  what  fhe  heard. 

And  how  doft  think  it  ended?— I 
took  my  advantage  of  the  fady  herfelf, 
who  durtt  not  for  her  life  cry  out;  and 
drew  her  after  me  to  the  next  apart- 
ment, on  pretence  of  going  to  feek  her 
fifbr,  who  ail  the  time  was  locked  op 
in  the  clofet. 

No  nveman  ever  gan/e  me  a  prrvette 
meeting  for  notbingi  my  dearcft  Mifs 
Harlowe  excepted. 

My  ingenuity  obtained  my  pardon  s 
tbb  lady  Seine  unable  to  forb^r  laugh- 
ing through  me  whole*  affair,  tp  nnd 
bofh  fo  uncommonly  tr^ked}  her  gaol- 
erefs  her  prifoher,  lafe  locked  up,  and 
as  much  pleafed  as  either  of  «t. 

fbe  Engli/b,  Jack,  do  not  oftem  §ai* 
*wii  ibe  Frencb, 

We  had  contrivances  afterwafds 
eqiKilly  ingenious,  in  ^hich  tbe  lady, 
the  ice  once  broken,  [Oncejmhdued^m- 
<waysfubdued\  co-operated— But  amore 
tender  tell-tale  revealed  the  leeret— re- 
vealed it,  *  before  the  marqutt  could 
come  fa  cover  the  diignce.    Tbeliflcr 
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^»m  iaTetentt}  the  hoiband  intcon- 
«fileable;  in  every  reipe6fc  unfit  for  a 
huftnndy  eren  For  a  Trench  one-— mad^, 
perhaps,  more  delicate  to  thefe  parti- 
cnlars  by  the  cuftoms  of  a  people  among 
whom  he  was  then  refident,  lo  contrary 
to  dioie  of  his  own  countrymen.  She 
was  obliged  to  throw  her  lei  f  into  my 
prote6Hqn— Nor  thought  ^erfelf  nn- 
nappy  in  it,  til!  childbed  pan?s  feized 
ber:  then^  penitence,  and  death,  over- 
took her  the  fame  hour! 

Etcufeatear,  Belford!— Shedefert- 
ed  a  better  fate!  What  had  fuch  a  vile 
inexorable  huftand  to  anfwer  for!-^ 
The  iifter  was  puni(bed  eife^lually-^ 
That  pleafes  me  on  refleftion— The 
fifter  was  effe^lualiv  punifhed!— But 
perhaps  I  told  thee  tnis  ftory  before. 


LETTER    XLIV. 

MH.  LOrSLACE,   TO  JOHN   BEL- 
FO&D,  £S(^ 

raiDAT  ZttKIKG. 

JUST  rrtumed  from  an  airing  with 
my  charmer,  complied  with  after 
mat  importunity.  She  was  attended 
by  the  two  nymphs.  They  both  topt 
tfaeir  parts;  kept  their  eyes  wifhm 
bounds;  made  moral  reflcf^ions  now- 
and-thtn.  O  Tack!  what  devils  are 
women,  when  all  tefts  are  got  over,  and 
we  have  compleatly  ruined  them! 

The  coach  carried  us  to  Hampftead, 
to  Higheate,  to'  Mufwell  Hill;  back 
to  Hampftead  to  the  Upper  Flalk:  fhere, 
in  compliment  to  the  nymphs,  my  be- 
loved coniented  to  ilight,  and  takt  a 
littlerepaft .  Then  home  early  by  Ktnt- 
ia  Town. 

Delightfully  eafyihe,  andforifpeft. 
fill  and  obliging  I,  all  the  wav,  and  is 
wa  walked  out  upon  ^e  math,  to 
vitw  the  variegated  pro^)^^  which  that 
agreeable  elevation  affbrds,  that  fh^  pro- 
mifed  to  t^e  now-and-then  a  tittle  et- 
curfion  with  me.  *  I  think^  MHs 
<  Howe,  I  ihiiA;  find  Ife  myfelf,  fcte- 
ry  now-and-then  as  we  walked,  '  thit 
«  thy  wicked  deiTices  are  fuptrfeded.' 

But  let  me  give  theic  a  few  parficuliirs 
of  our  co^erfation  in  the  c'trcumnia^ 
Sxffti  we  took,  while  iA  ^  coach^— She 
liad  received  a  letter  from  Mifs  Howe 
yefterday,  I  prefuihea  ? 

She  made  no  anfivef.  Hovi^  ^fPf 
IhovM  1  think  myftlf  i9  it  aAkuM 


into  their  eortt()>bhdetiee  ?  I  would  joy* 
fully  make  an  exchange  of  communi* 
tatsons. 

So,  though  I  hoped  not  to  fuccefd 
by  her  cofifent,  [and  little  did  Ike 
think  I  had  fo  happily  in  part  fucceeded 
without  it]  I  thought  it  not  ami  ft  to 
utgt  for  it,  for'ftvefal  reafons:  among 
others,  that  I  might  account  to  het  for 
my  conftant  employment  at  my  pet)  $ 
in  order  to  take  off  her  jealoufy,  that 
JBe  was  the  fubje6^  of  tny  correfpon- 
dence  and  mine;  and  that  I  might  juf* 
tify  mj  fecrefy  and  Ufic$mmui$itKti^' 
nefshj  heroov^. 

I  proceeded  ^therefore— That  I  loved 
famiiiar-letter.writing,  as  I  had  more 
than  once  told  hef,  above  all  the  fpe- 
cies  of  writing;  it  was  writing  from 
the  heart,  (without  the  fetters  pre- 
fcribed  by  method  or  fludy)  as  the  very 
woT^cor-feJpotidenceAxn^WtA,  N6t  the 
heart  only;  the/ov/  was  in  it.  No- 
thing of  body,  when  friend  writes  to 
friehd;  the  mind  impelling  fovereignly 
the  va/Tal -fingers.  It  was.  In  ihort« 
friendfhrp  ircorded;  friendihip  giv^n 
under  hand  and  leal;  demonftrating 
that  the  parties  wefe  und^*  no  appre- 
henfion  of  changing  from  time  or  ae- 
cident,  when  they  fo  Kbefally  gave 
teftimonies,  which  would  always  be 
ready,  on  a  failure  or  infidelity,  to  be 
turned  againft^them.— For  my  ovm 
pait,  it  was  the  principal  diverfion  I 
had  in  her  abfehce;  but  for  this  inno- 
cent amufVment,  the  diftance  ihe  fofre- 
<}uently  kept  me  at,  would  have  been 
intolerable. 

Sally  knew  my  drift;  and  faid,  She 
had  had  the  honour  to  lee  two  or  three 
of  mv  letters,  and  of  Mr.  Belford'S; 
and  (he  thought  theto  the  moft  enter- 
taining that  Sie  had  ever  read. 

My  friend  Belford,  I  faid,  had  a 
lianpy  talent  in  the  letter- writing  way; 
andupofiall  fubjefts. 

I  etpefted  my  beloved  would  have 
beeh  inquifrtive  after  our  fubjeA:  but 
O/ing  perdue,  as  I  faw)  not  a  word 
laid  iie.  So  I  touched  upon  this  ar- 
eitk  fhyftif . 

Our  topicks  were  various  and  dilFule: 
Sometimes  upon  literary  articles;  [flic 
was  very  attentive  upon  this]  fometimes 
uport  the  publick  entertainments ;  fome- 
times amufingeach  other  with  the  fruits 
of  the  different  correfpondences  we  held 
.  ^i<A  people  abroad,  with  whom  we  had 
cofttfaHcd  friendships;  ibmetimes  upon 
4C  th« 
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.  iht  foibles  and  perfections  of  oar  par- 
ticular friends;  foipetimes  upon  onr 
own  prefeiU  and  future  hopes;  fome- 
'  times  aiming  at  humour  and  raillery 
upon  each  other.— It  might  indeed  ap- 
pear to  favour  of  vanity,  to  fuppofe 
Tny  letters  would  entertain  a  lady  of 
her  delicacy  and  Judgment:  but  yet  I 
roiild  not  but  iay,  that  perhaps  ihe 
would  be  far  from  thinking  fo  nardly 
of  me  as  fometimes  /he  had  feemed  to 
.  do,  if  ihe  were  to  fee  the  letters  which, 
generally  paflfed  between  Mr.  Belford 
and  me.  [I  hope,  Jack»thou  haft  more 
manner's,  than  to  give  me  the  lye, 
.  though  but  in  thy  heart.] 

She  then  fp6ke:  after  declining  my 
compliment  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  only 
a  perfon  could  do,  who  dcfervcd  it,  (he 
faid,  for  her  part,  (he  had  always 
thought  me  a  man  of  fenfe.  [A  man  of 
kn(e.  Jack!  What  a  niggardly  praife!] 
««»^And  fiiould  therefore  hope,  that, 
.«i^hen  I  wrote,  it  exceeded  even  my 
fpeech:  for  it  was  impoflible,  be  tb6 
letters,  written  in  aseaiy  and  familiar  a 
llile  aa  they  would,  but  that  they  muft 
'  have  that  advantage  from  fitting  down 
to  write  them  which  prompt  fpeech 
could  not  always  have.  She  ihould 
think  it  very  ftrangc  therefore,  if  my 
letters  were  barren  of  fentimentj  and 
.  as  ftrange,  if  I  gave  myfelf  liberties 
upon  premeditation^  which  could  have 
no  excufe  at  all,  but  from  a  thought- 
leflnefs,  which  itfelf  wanted  excufe.— 
But  if  Mr.  Bel  ford's  letters  ^nd  mine 
urere  upon  fubjefls  fo  general,  and  fome 
of  them  equally  (ftie  prefumed)  in- 
ilru£^ive  and  entertaining,  flie  could, 
not  but  fay,  that  ihe  ihould  be  glad  to 
fee  any  of  them;  and  particularly  thofe 
iprhich  Mifs  Martin  had  feen  andpraifed. 

This  was  put  clofe. 

I  looked  at  her,  to  fee  if  I  could  dif- 
cover  any  tincture  of  jealouiy  in  this 
hint;  that  Mifs  Martin  had  leen  ^hat 
I  had  not  ihewn  to  bir.  But  ihe  did 
not  look  it:  fo  I  only  faid,  I  ihould  be 
very  proud  to  ihew  her  not  only  thofe, 
but  ait  that  paiTed  between  Mr.  Bel- . 
ford  and  me;  but  I  muft  remind  ber, 
.that  ihe  knew  the  condition. 

*  No,  indeed!*  with  a  fweet  lip  pout- 
ed out,  as  faucy  as.pretty;  implying  a 
lovely,  fcoin,  that  ^et  can  only  be  lovely 
in  youth  fo  blooming,  and  beauty  fodi* 
vinely  diftlnguifhcd. 

-How  1  long  to  fee  fuch  a  motion 
again!  Her  mouih  only  can  give  it. 


But  I  am  mad  with  love— Yet  ^cmal 
will  be  the  diftance,  at  the  rate  I  go  ob: 
now  fire,  now  ice,  my  foul  is  conti- 
nually upon  the  bijs^  as  I  may  fay.  In 
vain,  however,  is  the  trial  to  quench^ 
what,  after  all,  is  unquenchable. 

Pr'ythee,  Belford,  forgive  my  non- 
fenfe,  and  my  Vulcan-like  metaphors 
—Did  I  not  tell  thee,  not  that  I  am/^i 
of  love,  but  that  I  am  mad  with  it  ? 
Why  brought  I  fuch  an  angel  into' fuch 
a  houfe?  into  fuch  company  ?-«And 
why  do  I  not  ftop  my  ears  to  t^  fyrens, 
who,  knowing  my  averiion  to  wed- 
lock,, are  perpetually  touching  that 
ftring  ? 

I  was  not  willing  to  be  anfwcred  ib 
eaiily:  I  was  fure,  that  what  paiTcd  be- 
tween two  fuch  young  ladies  (fricndi 
fo  dear)  might  be  feen  by  every;  body: 
I  had  more  reafon  than .  any- body  to 
wifh  to  fee  the  letters  that  paiTed  be* 
tween  her  and  Mifs  Howe;  becaufe  I 
was  fure  they  muft  be  full  of  admirable 
inftru^ion,  and  one  of  the  dear  cor- 
refpondents^ad  deigned  to  wilh  my  en- 
,  tire  reformation . 

She  looked  at  me,  as  if  ihe  woukl 
look  me  through:  I  thought  IfeUtjt^ 
beam,  after  eye-beam,  penetrate  my 
ihivering  reins.—- But  ihe  was  fUent. 
Nor  needed  her  eyes  the  ailiftance  of 
fpeech. 

Neverthelefs,  a  little  recovering  my- 
felf, I  hoped  that  nothing  unhappy  bad 
befallen  either  Mifs  Howe  or  her  mo- 
ther. The  Ict'ter  of  yefterday  feat  by 
a  particular  hand;  ihe  opening  it  with 
great  emotion— feeming  to  have  ex- 
pelled it  fooner— were  the  reaibns  for 
my  apprehcnfions. 

We  were  then  at  Mufwell  Hill :  a 
pretty  country  nvitbin  the  eye,  to  Polly, 
was  the  remark,  inftead  of  replying  to 
me, 

■  But  I  was  not  fo  to  be  anfwered— I 
ihould  expefb  fome  charming  fubjeds 
and  characters  from  two  fucb  pens:  X 
hoped  evcry-thing  went  on  well  be- 
tween Mr.  Hickman  and  Mifs  Howe. 
Her  mother*s  heart,  I  faid,  was  fet' 
upon  that  match:  Mr.  Hickman  was 
not  without  his  merits:  he  was  what  the 
ladies  called  a  soBEa  man:  but  I  moft 
needs  fay,  that  I  thought  Mifs  Howt 
deferved  a  huiband  of  a  very  difi^atot 
caft! 

This,  T  fuppoie,  would  have  enraged 
her  into  a  fub)e6l  from  which  I  could 
have  wiredrawn  fomethiog:«-'fQr  Hick- 
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twin  IS  one  of  her  favouritcs-p-Why,  I 
C9n*t  divine,  except  for  the  fake  of  op- 
p6fition  of  charaaer  to  that  of  thy  ho- 
ncft  friend. 

But  (he  cut  me  (hort  by  a  look  of  dlf- 
approbation,  and  another  cool  remark 
upoh  a  diftant  view;  and,  <  Ho-wfar 
«  off,  Mifs  HortuTiy  do  you  think  tkaf 
*  clump  of  trees  may  be?"  pointing  out 
of  the  coach — So  I  had  done» 

Here  endeth  all  I  have  to  write  con^ 
cerning  our  converiation  on  this  our 
agreeable  airing. 

We  have  both  been  writing  ever  fincc 
•we  came  home.  I  am  to  be  favoured 
vrith  her  company  for  an  hour,  before 
Ihe  retires  to  reft. 

All  that  obfequious  love  can  fuggeft, 
in  order  to  engage  her  tendered  fenti- 
inents  for  me  againJl  to-morrow^s  fick- 
nefs,  will  I  aim  at  when  we  meet.  Bat 
at  parting  will  complain  of  a  diforder 
in  my  ftomach. 

%       * 

Wis  have  met.  All  was  love  and  un- 
exceptionable refpefl  on  my  part.  Eafe 
and  complaifance  on  hers.  She  was 
concerned  for  my  diforder.  Sofuddcn  ! 
— Juft  as  we  parted!  But  it  was  no- 
thing.  I  Ihouidbe  quite  well  by  morn- 
ing- 
Faith,  Jack,  I  think  I  am  fick  al- 
ready. Is  it  poiHble  for  fucb  a  giddy 
fellow  as  me  to  perfuade  myfclf  to  be 
ill !  I  am  a  better  mimick  at  this  rate 
than  I  wifh  to  be.  But  every  nerve  and 
fibre  of  me  is  always  ready  to  contribute 
if  s  aid,  whether  by  health  or  by  ail- 
ment,, to  carry  a  rcfolved-.on  roguery 
into  execution. 

Dorcas  has  tranfcribcd  for  me  the 
whole  letter  of  Mifs  Howe,  dated  Sun- 
day, May  I4.*,  of  which  before  I  had 
<ynly  extrafts.  She, found  no  other' 
letter  added  to  that  parcel:  but  this 
and  titat  which  I  copied  myfelf  in  cha- 
ra£ler  laft  Sunday  while  (he  was  at 
church,  relating  to  the  fmuggling 
fchemef ,  are  enough  for  me. 

#  # 

Dorcas  tells*  me,  that  her  lady  has 
been  removing  her  papers  from  the  ma- 
hoeany-cheftintoawajnfcot-boXiwhich 
held  her  linen,  and  which  fhe  put  into 
her  dark  clofet.  We  have  no  key  of 
that  at  prefent.  No  doubt  but  all  her 
letters,  previous  to  thofe  I  have  come 
zXf  are  in  that  box.    Dorcas  is  uneafy 

•  See  Page  485,  fify^f . 


upon  It :  yet  hopes  that  her  lady  does 
not  fofpeft  ber ;  for  flie  is  fure  that  (he 
laid  in  every-thing  as  (he  found  it. 


MR. 
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LOVELACE,    TO   JOHN    BEL* 
FORD,  ES<^ 


COCOA-TRZE,  SATURDAY,  MAT  Z^, 

THIS  ipecacuanha  is  a  moft  diC- 
agreeable  medicine.  That  thefe 
curfed  phyfical  folks  can  find  out  no- 
thing to  do  ns  good,  but  wh/t  would 
poifon  the  devil!  In  the  other  world, 
were  they  only  to  take  phyJick,  it  would 
be  punifhment  enough  of  itfelf  for  a 
mif-  fpent  life.  A  do£^or  at  one  elbow, 
and  an  apothecary  at  the  other,  and  the 
poor  foul  labouring  under  their  pre^ 
fcribed  operations,  he  need  no  worfe 
tormentors. 

Biit  now  this  was  to  take  ()own  my 
countenance.  It  has  done  it:  for,  with 
violent  reachings,  having  taken  enough 
to  make  meiick,  and  not  enough  water 
to  carry  it  off,  I  prefently  looked  as  if 
I 'had  kept  my  bed  a  fortnight.  /// 
jffling^  as  I  thought  in  the  midft  of  the 
exercife,  ivitb  edge-tools,  and  worfe  with 
phyfical  ones- 

Two  hours  it  held  me.  I  had  forbid 
Dorcas  to  let  her  lady  know  any-thing 
of  the  matter ;  out  of  tendernefs  to  • 
her ;  being  willing,  when  fhe  knew  my 
prohibition,  to  let  ner  fee  that  I  expeSl^ 
ed  her  to  be  concerned  for  me. 

Well,  but  Dorcas  was,  neverthelefs, 
a  ivoman,  and  fhe  can  nubifper  to  her' 
lady  the  fecret  flie  is  enjoined  to  keep! 

<  Come  hither,  toad,'  [fick  as  a  devil . 
at  the  inftant;]    *  let  me  fee  what  a 

mixture  of  grief  and  furprize  may  • 
be  beat  up  together  in  thy  pudding-- 
face. 

«  That  won't  do.  That'^opt  Jaw, 
and  mouth  diftended  into  the  Jong 
oval,  is  more  upon  the  horrible,  than 
the  grievous. 

*  Nor  that  pinking  and  winking  with 
thy  odious  ^es,  as  my  charmer  once 
called  %hem. 

<  A  Jittle  better  that ;  yet  not  quite 
right ;  h\it  keep  your  mouth  clofer. 
You  have  a  mufclc  or  two  which  you 
have*  no  command  of,  between  your 
cheek-bone  and  your  lips,  thatfhould 
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*  cany  one  corner  of  your  mouth  op 

*  tawanU  your  cnw'«-foot|  and  that 

*  down  to  meet  it* 

«  Xfiere  I  Be  gone !  Be  in  a  plaguy 

*  hurry  running^p  ftairs  and  down,  to 

*  fetch  from  the  dining-room  what  you 
'  *  carry  up  on  purpofe  to  fetch,  till  mo- 

*  tio^  extraordinary  put  vou  out  of 
«  breath »  and  give  you  the  figh-na- 
<  tural.' 

<  Wbai*8.  the  matter,  Dorcas  ?\ 
«  Nothing,  Madam/ 

My  beloved  wonders  (he  has  not  fees 
me  this  momingy  np doubt;  but  is  too 
illy  to  iay  flit  wonders.      Repeated 

*  What*s  the  matter  1*  however^  as 
I)orcas  runs  up  and  down  ftairs  by  her 
dooty  bring  on,  *  Oh!  Madam  l—-my 

*  mafter !— my  poor  mafter  I  * 

«  Whatl  HoM^!  When  r-i^And  ail 
the  moBofyllables  of  furpriae.        ,     . 

[/^iSyiat  parsuibefes  let  roe  tell  thee» 
that  I  have  often  thought,  that  thelittle 
words  in  the  republick  of  letters,  like 
thelittle  folks  in  a  nation,  are  the  moft 
iignificant.  The  trijylhtiiesf  and  the 
rumbkn  of  fyllables  more  than  tbra, 
are  but  the  gcraid-for-littie  magnaUs.'\ 

*  I  muft  not  tell  you.  Madam— My 

*  maftei*  ordered  me  not  to  tell  you— 

*  But  be  is  in  a  worie  way  than  he 
'  thinks  for!— But  he  would  not  have 
'jttfif  frighted/ 

High  concern  took  pofleilion  of  every 
fweet  feature.  She  pitied  me !-— By  my 
fouly  Ave  pitied  jat  I 

<  Where  is  he?' 

Too  much  in  a  hurry  for  good- 
manners,  [Anotbir  parentbefo,  jack! 
Good-manners  are  Co  little  natural,  that 
we  ough  t  to  be  c9mpofid  to  obferve  them : 
poUtenefs  will  not  live  in  a  Aom).]  *  I 
'  cannot  ftay  to  anfwerque^ionSy'  cries 
the  wench— thottj^b  dciirous  to  anfwer* 
^^[A  tbirdparentbi/b^^Like  the  people 
crying  proclamations^  running  awav 
from  the  tiiftomers  they  want  to  fell 
to,].  This  hurry  puts  the  lady  in  a 
hmry  to  aik,  [Afiurtb^  by  way  of  em- 
bellishing the  third!]  as  ttie  other  does 
the  people  in  a  hun-y  to  buy.  And  I 
have  in  mv  eye  now  a  whole  ftreetraifed, 
and  running  after  a  proclamation  or 
cscprefs- crier,  as  if  the  firft  was  a  tbief^ 
the  other  his  puiTuers. 

At  laft,  '  O  Lord!  let  Mrs.  Lov^-^ 
«  lace  know— There  is  danger,  to  be* 
'  fure  1*  whifpered  from  one  nymph  to 
'another^  but  at  the  door,  and  To  louJ, 
that  my  liilcning  fair-ont  might  hear* 
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Out  <htf  darts—'  As  how  \^u  liow« 

«  Dorcas!* 

'  O  Madam-^A  vomiting  of  blood  ! 
«  A  veflel  broke,  to  be  fure  f* 

Down  ihe  haftens;  finds  eveiy-one 
as  bufy  over  my  blood  in  the  entry,  as 
if  it  were  that  of  the  Neapolitan  Saint. 

In  fteps  my  charmer,  with  a  face  of 
fweet  concern. 

*  //9<u;  </b]Wtf,  Mr.  Lovelace  ?' 

*  Q  my  belt  love! — ^Very  wellf  *Very 

*  well !— Nothing  at  all !— Nothing  of 

*  coniequence!-^  (hall  be  well  in  an 

*  inftant !'— Straining  again !  for  I  was 
indeed  plaguy  fick,  though  no  more 
blood  came. 

In  ihort,  Belford,  I  have  gained  my 
end,  ,  I  fee  the  dear  ibul  loves  me.  I 
fee  (he  for^ves  me  all  that*s  pall.  I  fte 
I  have  credit  for  a  new  fcore. 

Mifs  Howex  I  defy  thee,  my  dear--* 
Mrs.  Townfend  !— Who  the  devil  are. 
you  ?— Troop  away  with  your  contra- 
Dands.  No  Imugglingl  nor  fmugrler, 
but  my fel  f !  Nor  will  die  choiceft  ot  nay 
fair-one's  favours  be  long  prohibited 
goods  to  me. 

£v£itY-ONE  now  is  fure  that  (he 
loves  me.  Tears  virere  in  her  eyes  more 
than  once  for  me.  She  fuffered  me  to 
take  her  handi  and  kift  it  as  often  aa  I 
pleafed.  On  Mrs.  Sinclair's  mention* 
ing,  that  I  too  much  confined  myfelf, 
fhe  prefTed  me  take  an  airing;  but  oblige 
ingjy  dcfired  me  to  be  careful  of  my- 
ieff.  Wifhcd  I  would  advife  with  % 
phyfician.     God  m^de  pbjficiwn^  fhe 

I  did  not  think  that,  Jack.  God,  in- 
deed, made  us  all.  But  I  fancy  fhtf 
mt^Tktpb)ifick  inftead  o^ pbj(ficians\  and 
then  tne^phrafe  might  mean  what  the 
vulgar  pbrafe  means-— Ce^yh^^  »r«f,  ^ 
tb€  di'vil  cooks. 

I  was  well  already,  on  taking  the 
flyptick  from  ber  dear  hands,     ^ 

On  her  req,uiring  me'  to  take  the  air> 
I  alked,  If  I  might  have  "the  honour  of 
her  companv  in  a  coach  \  and  this,  that 
I  might  ebfenre  if  (he  had  an  intention 
of  going  out  in  my  abfence. 

If  fhe  thought  a  chair  were  not  a  more 
proper  vehicle  for  n\y  cafe,  ibe  would 
witn  all  her  heart  \ 

«  There's  a  precious  !* 

I  kifTed  her  band  again  f  She  was  lA 
goodncfs !— *  Would  to  Heaven  I  better 

*  deferved  it!'  I  laid.— But  all  were 
goldca  daya  btfiore  ufV-«Uer  prefence 

and 
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Md  geBcro«9  concern  had  done  ewry* 
thing.  I  was  well  I  Nothinflr  ailed  me, 
B«t  nnce  ay  beloved  will  nave  it  lb, 
I*U  take  a  little  ttiing  l^Let  &  chair  be 
called  !<•*>'  O  my  charmer  1  nver4  I  tq 
«  ii«<sv  otvid  thu  indjffqfitign.  to  m  iaU 

*  barrajfesi  ami  to  the  uneajinejs  ihanji 

<  hadfordijobiigin^^ou;^  aU  it  ioiinuelv 

<  coiBpeniated  by  your  goodneii— ALL 

<  the  art  of  healLo^  is  io  yoiu  fniiles!-*** 

<  Yov  late  dirpLeafttce  wa«  the  onJly 
«  malady  1' 

While  Mrs.  Sinclair,  and  Dorcas, 
and  Polly,  and  even  poor  filly  Mabell, 
[for  Sally  went  out,  as  my  angel  came 
ui3  with  uplifted  hands  and  eyes,  ftood 
thanking  Heaven  that  I  was  better,  in 
audible  whi(pers,&  *  See.  the  power  of 
«  love!'  cried  one.— •  What  a  charm - 

<  ing  huibandf'   another.  — <  Happy 

*  couple  L'  aLl. 

O  how  the  dear  creature's  cheek 
mantled !— How  her  ejjes  fparkle4!— • 
How  fwireetly  acceptabre  is  pralie  to  con- 
fciout  merit,  wbrile  it  but  rcproachea 
^heo  applied  to  the  undefervingl— 
"What  a  new,  what  a  gay  creatioo  it 
makes  at  once  in  a  difl^nt  pr  dilpjrlted 
heart! 

And  now,  Belford^  was  it  not  worth 
wliile  to  be  fick  ?  And  yet  I  mud  tell 
thee,  that  .too  maay  pleafantcr  expe- 
dients offer  themfefves,  to  make  trial 
anr  mpr^  of  this  conibunded  ipeca^u- 
anka* 


LETTER    jaVT. 

MISS  CLARISSA  HA]lI,OW£;.  TQ  MISS 
HaW£« 

SATUIDAV,  MAY  Xfm 

MR.  Lovelace,  my  dear,  ba&  been 
very  ill.  Suddenly  taken.  With 
a  vomiting  of  blood  in  great  quantities. 
Some  veflel  brokea.  He  com  plained  of 
a  difqrder  ia  his  ftoma^h  over-ivighx.  I 
was  the  more  affe61:ed  with  it,  as^  I  am. 
nfraid  it  ntuu  occafioned  by  tbi.  ^violent 
roMtmtiQm  bttiufeu  Ki.— J^ul  was  I  ia 
fault  ? 

How  lately  did  I  think  Ihafed  him  1 
—But  haired  and  anger,  I  fee,  are  but 
temporary  paflioos  with  me.  One  can- 
not, my  dear,  hate  people  in  danger  of 
death,  or  who  are  in  diftrcTs  or  affile - 
tiion.    Mx  heart,  I'^nd,.  is  not  proojf- 

•  Sie  ?•  501., 
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agaiflft  kijsdaels,  and  aeknavledgment 
of  errors  com  mi  tied . 

He  took  great  care  tohavehisjllnefa 
concealed  froiu  roe  ;)$  lone  as  he  could. 
So  tender  in  the  violence  of  hiadifordcrl 
^So  defirous  to  m.uke  the  beft  of  it !«— 
I  wiih  he  had  not  be^n  ill  in  my  fight* 
I  was  too  much  affe6led->-£very-body 
alarming^  me  with  his  danger— 'The 
poor  man,  from  fuch  high  health,  £^ 
y«<i!(/flp/^  taken  I— And  To  unprepared  1 
^  He  ia  gone  out  in  a  chair*  I  adviiedl 
him  to  do  fo.  I  fear  that  my  advica 
waawroug)  fince  quiet  in  fuch  adifor- 
der  muH  needs  be  be&.  We  are  apt  tQ 
be  fo  ready,  in  cafes  of  emergency,  tot 
give  our  advice^  without  judg/neat,  or 
waiting  for  it*. -^-I  propoied  a  phyficiatt 
indeed f  but  be  would  nol  hear  of  on&, 
I  have  great  honour  fof  the  faculty  iv 
and  the  greater,  as  I  have  always  ob- 
fcrved,  that  thofe  who  treat  the  pco^ 
fellbi-ft  of  the  art  of  healing  conieam-^ 
tuouHy,  too  genealLy  treat  higher  in^K 
tutions  in  the  fame  qianncr. 

I  am  f e%lLy  very  ufieafy.  For  I  hatf^ 
I  doubt»  ^a^^M  myfcli  to  him,  ao4 
to  the  women  below.  Tbe%  indoMt 
wilL  excuifl  me,  as  they  think  us  mar-^ 
ried.  But  if  he  be  not  jjenerous,  £ 
diall  have  caufe  to  regret  this  furprize*. 
which  (a&I  bad  reaibn  to  think  myfelC 
unaccoMQtabljB  treated  by  him)  hsA 
taueht  me  more  than  X  knew  of  my- 

'Tts  true,  t  ha«e  o^«ned  none  thaft 
once,  that  I  could  have  liked  Ms,. 
Lov elaae  above  all  men»  I  leoMBofaer 
the  debates  ybu  and  I  ufod  to  have  oa 
thl&  fubje^,  when  I  waa  your  happy 
gueft.  You  ufed  tq  (ays  and  once  yuia 
wrote  *,  that  n>en  of  hia  caft  are  the 
ineo  that  our  fc«  do  not  natuPoU^  dif* 
like:  while  I  held,  that  fucK  were  not 
(h<i(wever  ibal  might  be)  the  mefr  we 
ought  to  Like.  But  what  with  my  reUi- 
tions  procipitatii^  of  me,  on  one  hand« 
and  what  with  bis.  unhappy  cbanUSber,. 
and  embarraifing  ways,  on  the  other,  £ 
had  no  more  leilure  than  inclination  tO! 
examine  my  own  heart  in  this  particu- 
lar. And  this  femi  nds  me  of  a  pafifage^ 
in  one  of  your  former  letters,  which  I, 
wHl  tranfccibe,  though  it  was  written 
in  raillery.  *  Majf  it  not  bi^"  fay  you  f  ^ 
f  tbatwu  boff/t  had  fticb  perfons  to  detU 
*  witff  as  have  not  alJoivedjoti  to  at' 
^  tind  to  the  throbs  I  or^  if  you  badtbtm 
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«  a  little  mmj-anJ  tben^  nvhetber^  haV' 
*.  tMg  bad  tnuo  accounts  to  place  them  to^ 

•  jou  have  not  by  miftakeput  tbem  to  the 

•  nvrong  one?*  A  paxTage,  which, 
although  it  came  into  nay  mmd  when 
Mr.  Lovelace  was  leaft  exceptionable, 
yet  that  I  have  denied  any  efficacy  to, 
when  he  has  teased  and  vexed  me,  and 
given  mecaufc  of  fufpicion.  For,  af- 
ter all,  my  dear,  Mr.  Lovelace  is  not 
wife  in  all  his  ways.  And  fliould  wc 
not  endeavonr,  as  much  as  is  poflible, 
(where  we  are  not  attached  by  natural 
ties)  to  like  and  diflike  asreafon  bids 
tts,  and  according  to  the  merit  or  de- 
ujcrit  of  the  objcft  ?  If  love,  as  it  is 
called,  is  allowed  to  be  an  excufe  for 
our  moft  unreafonable  follies,  and  to 
lay  level  all  the  fences  that  a  careful 
education  has  furrounded  us  by,  what 
it  meant  by  the  do£lrine  of  fubduiner 
our  pafltons?  —  But,  O  my  dearcft 
lirienri,  am  I  not  guilty  of  a  puni(h- 
able  fault,  were  I  to  love  this  man  of 

1  errors?  And  has  not  my  own  heart de- 
ccived  me,  when  I  thought  I  did  not? 
And  what  muft  be  that  love,  that  hat 
not  fome  degree  of  purity  for  it's  ob- 
jcft  ?  I  am  afraid  of  recolle fting  fome 
paflages  in  mycoufinMorden's  letter*. 
—And  yet  why  fly  I  from  fubjcfts 
that,  duly  confidered,  might  tend  to 
corrcft  and  purify  my  heart?  I  have 
earned,  I  doubt,  my  notions  on  this 
head  too  high,  not  for  pra£tice>  but 
for  f/r^  prattice.  Yet  think  me  not 
f  guilty  of  prudery  neither;  for  had  I 
lotind  out  as  much  of  myfelf  before  j 
or,  rather,  had  he  given  me  heart's 
eaie  enough  before  to  find  it  out,  you 
fliould  have  had  my  confeffion  fooner. 

Neverthelefs,  let  me  tell  you,  {what 
I  hope  I  may  juftly  tell  you)  that  if 
again  he  give  me  caufe  to  refume  dif- 
tance  and  rcferve,  I  hope  my  rcafon 
will  gather  ftrcngth  enough  from  his 
imptrfcflions,  to  enable  me  to  keep  my 
paffions  under.— What  can  we  do  moi-e 
than  govern  ourfelves  by  the  temporary 
lights  lent  us  ? 

Yo*i  will  not  wonder  that  T  am  grave 
on  this  dete6lron — DeieSlion,  muft  J 
call  it  ?  What  can  I  call  it  ? 

Diflatisfied  with  myfelf,  I  am  afraid 
to  look  back  upon  what  I  have  written? 
an*i  yet  know  not  how  to  have  done 
wriring.  I  never  was  in  fuch  an  odd 
frame  of  mind."*-!  know  not  how  to 


defcribe  1 1.— Wasjpflc  mtfi  .^— Afiatd  * 
of  the  cenfurcof  her  you  lov^-Yetifot 
confcious  that  you  deferve  it? 

Of  this,  however,  I  am  convinced, 
that  I  fliould  indeed  delerve  cenfore,  if 
I  kept  any  fecret  of  my  heart  from 
you. 

3ut  I  will  not  add  another  word,  af- 
ter I  have  affured  vou,  that  I  will  look 
ftill  more  narrowly  into  myfelf:  and 
that  I  am  ywr  equally  fincere  aad  tf- 
feBionate 

Cl.Harlowe. 


LETTER     XLVII. 

MR.    LOVELACE,  TO    JOHIT  BEL- 
FORD,  ES(^ 

SAT.  KVEHZVG* 

IHad  a  charming  airing.  No  return 
of  my  malady.  My  heart  perfcft- 
ly  eafy,  how  could  my  ftomach  be 
otherwife  ? 

But  when  I  came  home,  I  found  that 
my  fweet  foul  had  been  alarmed  by  a 
nenu  incident'^The  encjuiry  after  us 
both,  in  a  very  fufpicious  manner,  and 
that  by  defcription  of  our  perfons,  and 
not  by  names,  by  a  fervant  in  a  blue 
livery  turned  up  and  trimmed  with  yel- 
low. 

Dorcas  was  called  to  him,  as  the  up- 
per-fervant;  and  flie  refuting  to  anfwer 
any  of  the  fellow^s  queftions,  unleft 
he  told  his  buiinefs,  and  from  whom 
he  came,  the  fellow  (as  ftiort  as  Ihe) 
faid.  That  if  flie  would  not  anfwer 
bint,  perhaps  flie  might  anfwer  ibme- 
body  elfci  and  went  away  out  of  ha- 
mour. 

Dorcas  hurried  up  to  her  lady,  and 
alarmed  her  not  only  with  the  fa£l,bttt 
with  her  own  conje5lures)  adding,  that 
he  was  an  ill-looking  fellow,  and  flie 
was  fure  could  conoe  for  no  good. 

The  livery  and  the  features  of  the 
fervant  were  particularly  enouired  af- 
ter, and  as  particularly  defcribed— 
Lord  ble/s  her!  no  end  of  her  alarmj^fie 
t bought  f  And  then  did  her  apprehen- 
iions  anticipate  every  evil  that  could 
happen. 

She  wiflied  Mr.  Lovelace  would 
come  in. 

Mr.  Lovelace  came  in  foon  after;  all 
lively,  grateful,  full  of  hopes,  of  du- 
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.ty,  9f  love,  to  think  his  charmer,  aiul 
to  congratulate  with  her  upon*  the  cure 
ihe  had. performed.  And  then  (he  told 
the  (lory,  with  all  it*s  circumftances; 
and  Dorcas,  to  point  her  lady's  fears, 
told  us,  that  the  fervant  was  a  fun-' 
burnt  fellow,  and  looked  as  if  he  had 
been  at  fea. 

He  was  then,  no  doubt.  Captain 
Singleton's  fervant,  and  the  next  news 
we  ihould  hear,  was,  that  the  houfe 
was  furrounded  by  a  whole  fliip's  crew; 
the  ve/fcl  lying  no  farther  off,  as  flue 
anderftood,  than  Rotherhithe. 

*  Impolliblc,'  Ifaid.     <  Such  an  ^Z- 

<  tempt  would  not  be  ulhered  in  by 

*  fucfa  a  manner  ofenquiiy.    And  why 

*  may  it  not  rather  be  a  fervant  of  your 

<  cuur;n  Morden,  with  notice  ot  his 

<  arrival,  and  of  his  delign  to  attend 
«  you?' 

This  furmife  dcHerhted  her.  Her 
a]>prehenfions  went  ojf,  and  ihe  was  at 
leifure  to  congratulate  me  upon  my  fud- 
den  recovery;  which  (he  did  in  the  rooft 
obliging  manner. 

But  we  had  not  fat  long  together, 
when  Dorcas  again  came  fl utter mg  up 
to  tell  us,  that  the  footman,  the  tvery 
foQtinan  was  again  attbe^door,  and  en- 
quired, whether  Mr.  Lovelace  and  his 
lady,  hy  name^  had  not  lodgings  in  this 
houfe  ?  He  aiked,  he  told  Dorcas,  for 
no  barm:  but  hisdifavowingof  harm, 
was  a  demonftration  with  my  appre- 
henfive  fair-one,  that  harm  was  intend- 
ed. And  as  the  fellow  had  not  been 
anfwered  by  Dorcas,  I  propofed  to  go 
down  to  the  ft reet -parlour,  and  hear 
what  he  had  to  fay. 

« I  fee  your  caufelefs  terror,  my  dear- 

*  eft  l.ife,'  faid  I,  *  and  your  impatience 
«  -^Wili  you  be  pleafed  to  walk  down 

*  —And  without  being  obferved,  (for 

<  he  (hal)  come  no  farther  than  the  par- 

<  loor-door)   you  may  bear  all  that 

<  pafles?' 

She  con  (en  ted.  We  went  down. 
Dorcas  bid  the  man  come  forward. 
«  Well,  friend,  what  is  your  bufxnefs 
«  with  Mr. and  Mrs.  Lovelace?* 

Bowing,  fcraping,  *  I  am  fure  you 
«  are  the  gentleman,  Sir,  Why,  Sir, 
'*  my  bufinf fs  is  only  to  know  if  your 

*  l^enour  be  here,  and  to  be  fpoken 
^  witbi  or  if  you  (hall  be  here  for  any 
«  time  ?• 

*  Whom  came  you  from  ?* 

'  From  a  gentleman  who  ordered  me 

*  to  fay^  if  1  was  Jii44i  to  tell,  but  not 
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«  elfc,  it  was  from  a  friend  of  Mr- 

*  JohnHarlowe,  Mrs.  Lovelace's  eld - 

*  eft  uncle.* 

The  dear  creature  was  regdy  to  fink 
upon  this.  It  ivas  hut  of  late  that  foe 
bad  provided  berfelf'*witb  falts.  She 
pulled  them  out. 

'  Do  you  know  an  v.  thing  of  Colo« 

<  nel  Morden,  friena  ?'  faid  I. 

'  No;  I  never  heard  of  his  name.* 

*  Of  Captain  Singleton?' 

'  No,  Sir.  But  the  gentleman,  mjr 
'  mafter,  is  a  captain  tgo.* 

*  What  is  his  name  V  ' 
'  I  dun  t  know  i^  I  fliould  tell.* 

*  There  can  be  no  harm  in  tellinj^ 

*  the  gentleman's  name,  if  you  ^ome 

<  upon  a  good  account.* 

<  That  I  doj  fol-  my  mafter  told  me 

*  fo;  and  there  is  not  anhoneftergen* 

*  tleman  on  the  face  of  God's  yeartb» 

*  -—His  name  is  Captain  Tomlinfon^ 

*  Sir.* 

'  *  I  don't  know  fUch  a  one.* 
'  I  believe  not.  Sir.     He  waspleafed 

*  to  fay,  He  don't  know  your  honour^ 

<  Sir;  but  I  beard  him  fay  as  how  he 

*  (hould  not  be  an  unwelcome  vifitor  to 

*  you  for  all  that,' 

<  Do  you  know  fuch  a  man  as  Cap- 
«  tain  Tomlinfon,  my  dcareft  life/ 
[Afide'\  *  your  uncle's  fxiend  ?• 

'  No;  but  my  uncle  may  have  ac- 

<  q,uaintance,  no  doubt,  that  I  don't 

*  know.— But  I  hope   [Trembling] 

<  this  is  not  a  trick.* 

*  Well,  friend,  if  your  mafter  has 

*  any -thing  to  fay  to  Mr.  Lovelace, 
'  you  may  tell  him,  that  Mr.  Love- 
■  lace  is  here;  and  will  fee  him  when- 

<  .ever  he  pleafes.* 

The  dear  creature  looked  as  if  afraid 
that  my  engagement  was  too  prompt  for 
my  own  fafety  $  and  away  went  the  fel- 
low— /  ivonderingf  that  Jbe  might  not 
<wonder,  that  this  Captain  Tomlinfon, 
whoever  he  were,  came  not  himfelf,  or 
fentnot  a  letter  the  fecond  time,  when 
he  had  reafon  to.fuppol'e  that  I  might 
be  here. 

Mean  time,  for  fear  that  this  (hould 
be  a  contrivance  of  James  Harlqwe, 
who,  I  faid,  loved  plotting,  though  he 
had  not  a  head  turned  for  it,  1  gave 
fome  precautionary  directions  to  the 
fervants,  and  the  women,  whom,  for 
the  greater  parade,  I  aft*embled  before 
US:  and  my  beloved  wasrefolved  not  t§ 
fiir  abroad  till  Jbe  faw  the  ijfue  of  this 
addajfair. 

And 
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Knd  ktre  m«ft  I  ^lofe,  rhugb  ift  fi 
fnmmftttizU. 

Only  let  me  add,  that  i»o6r  Bolton 
wants  tlMe  $  fcrr  I  dare  not  fttr  for  my 
Jife. 

•  Mowbray  and  T^ufville  ftnl1cat»«ifC 
like  vagrabonds,  without  hea^t,  with- 
•««t  hands,  without  ibuls;  havi^  net- 
ther  yx>u  nor  me  to  conduft  th«m. 
They  teH  me,  they  OiaH  rtft  beyond 
the  power  of  oil  or  a^ion  to  brigbtea 
them  «py  or  give  them  mation. 

How  goes  it  with  thy  uAclc  f 


LETTER    XLVIII. 

MR.   LOVELACE,    tO   )OftM  Utt- 
rORD,  ks<^ 

9VMi>iiv,  Mat  it. 

THIS  fteryof  Captain  TmMlinibb 
employed'  us  not  only  for  the  time 
we  were  together  laft  night,  lliit  ill  the 
while  we  fat  at  breakfaft  this  morning. 
She  would  flill  have  tt,  that  it  was  the 
prelude  to  fomc  mifehtef  from  Single- 
ton. I  infixed,  (according  to  my  for- 
mer hint)  that  it  might  miith  m6re  pro- 
4»bly  be  a  method  taken  by  Colonel 
'Morden  to  alarm  her,  previous  to  a 
perfonal  vifit.  Travelled  gentlcmeh 
affeded  to  farprite   in  this  manner. 

*  And  why,  deareft  creatttfe/  (aid  t, 
«  muft  every- thing  that  happens>^hich 
'  we  cannot  immediately  accovnt  §ot^ 
«  be  what  we  lead  wilh  ?* 

She  had  had  fo  many  difagreeable 
things  befal  her  of  .late,  that  hcrfeai^ 
were  too  often  Wronger  than  her  hopes. 

*  And  this.  Madam,  makes  me  ap- 

*  rrehenfive,  that  you  will  get  into  fo 

*  low-fpiriteda'ways  that  you  will  not 
«  he  able  to  enjoy  tl.e  happinefs  that 

*  feems  to  a%vait  us** 

Kcr  doty  and  her  gratitude,  flic 
gravely  faid,  to  the  Difpenfer  of  all 
good,  would  fecure  her,  flie  hoped, 
againft  all  unthankful nefs.  And  a 
thankful  fpirit  was  the  fame  as  a  joyful 
one. 

So,  Bel  ford,  for  all  her  future  joys 
,ihe  depends  entirely  upon  the  Invibblo 
-  Good.  Sh«  is  certainly  right;  fince 
tbofe  who  fix  leaft  upon  fecond  caufes 
arc  the  leaft  likely  to  be  difappointed*** 
And  is  n<yt  this  gravity  for  her  gra« 
•vity? 

She  had  hardly  done  fptaking,  when 
Dorcas'came  running  up  in  a  burrf** 


one  Kt  dPCb  Hfy  hMft  u^  %  pUpnatrap 
-^Thuihj),  thtimp,  tbuflip,  likcapre^ 
^itatcd  jienAalitm  ifi  a  clock-cafe-*- 
Flutter,  itrttcf,  ^mtcr,  tHj  clianner*s, 
as  by  berfWcetbbfbm  riling  to  ber  chja 

This  lotipet-  ehfs  of  people,  my  be- 
loved  herfelf  obferved,  were  for  ever 
riffling  at  the  fivpi^  toomderjfui^  and 
for  making  even  cofnmoli  incidcsts 
matter  of  ibrpriie. 

*  Why  the  devil,'  faid  1  to  the  wcncb, 

*  thi%  aitrfriin|r  hurry?*— And   wiib 

*  youj^fprcad  fingers,  and  yotirOMa- 

*  dams,  and  O  Sirs !— and  be  curs*d 

*  td  you !  Would  there  have  been  a  fc- 

*  condof  timediffbence,  had  joncone 

<  up  ^o^j  V 

«  Captam  TomlinfoO,  Sir!' 

«  Captain  Devilfon,  what  care  I?— 

<  Do  you  fee  how  you  have  difordcrcd 

*  your  lady?' 

'  Qood  Mr.  Lovelace,'  faid  my 
Charfner  trembling,  [See,  Jack,  when 
ihe  has  an  end  to  &rve,  I  am  good  Mr. 
Lovelace]    *   if— if  my   brother— if 

*  Captain  Sineleton  fliould  appear— 
«  Pray  now— I  befeech  you— Let  me 

*  begofyou—to'gofvem  your  temper— . 

*  My  brother  is  my  brother— Captain 

*  Singleton  is  but  an  agixt.* 

<  My  deareft  Kfe,'  tM'mg  mj  Urn 
about  her,  [*  When  ihe  afks  favours,' 
thought  I)  *  the  devil's  in  it,  if  flie 
-*  win  not  aflow  of  foch  innocent  firtt- 

*  dom  as  this,  from  good  Mr.  Lovelace 

*  loo]  '  vou  fliall  be  witnefs  of  all  that 

*  pailes  between  us.— Dorcas,   defifs 

*  the  gentleman  to  vi^lk  an.' 

*  Let  me  retire  to  my  chamber  M! 
^  —Let  me  not  be  known  to  be  in  the 

*  houfer 

Charming  dear  f— Thou  Aeft,  Bd- 
ford,  (he  is  afraid  of  leaving  me !—0 
the  little  witchcrafts!  Were  it  not  for 
furpHzes  now-and-then,  how  would  an 
honed  man  know  where  tohavetheto? 

She  withdrew  fo  lif^en — And  thoogh 
this  incident  has  not  turned  out  to  aa- 
fwer  oH  1  nAtJhedf¥om  it,  yet  is  if  nr- 
ceflary,  if  I  wtnild  acquaint  tbee  with 
my  fwMe  circulatwi^-^to  be  very  ptrti. 
cnlar  rn  what  pafled  between  Captaia 
Tofblinibtl  and  me. 

dre/s,  <wbip  m  baud. 

*  Yonr  ferv^mty  Sirb.-£lr«  lov^lac^ 

*  Iprefattnsr 
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*  *  My  nam*  it  Lovelace^  Sir.* 

«  Excufe  the  day,  Sir.— Be  plealei 
'  tcy-exciift  my  gftrb.  I  am  obliged  to 
'  ^  out  of  town  dlre6ilyi  that  f  nay 

*  return  «t  night.* 

*  The  day  is  a  good  day.    Y»ur 
'  *  garb  needs  no  apology.* 

<  When  I  Tent  my  Mrrant,  I  did  not 

*  knohi^  that  IJkonld  find  time  to  ^hUty*' 

<  ftlf  this  kouour.    All  that  I  tho,iigbt 

<  I  could  do  to  oblige  my  friend  tliia 
5  journey,  viacav^v  ^^  aflure  myfelf  of 
«  your  abode)  and  whether  there  nvem 
«  a  pmbabilfty  of  being  admitted,  to 

<  the  fpeech  either  of  you^  oi*  your 
«  lady.' 

<  Sir,  you  beft  know  your  own  m^ 

*  Uvea.    What  your  time  will  permit 

*  you  to  do,  you  alfe  beft  know.  And 

<  tiere  I  am,  attending  your  pleaAire/ 
■    Jdj  charmir  Qnuma  ifiimMtrds  her 

C9HctmommyhiingfiJboirt.  What' 
e^tr  I  Jhtui  mbtgU  of  her  em^- 
lioMSf  thou  nvUt  mfily  gurfi  I  had 
^ftir-wards. 

*  Sir,  I  hope  no  offence.    I  itotcnd 

*  none.*    ' 

*  Non»-^one  at  all.  Sir.' 

*  Sir,  I  have  no  intereft  in  the  affair 
^  I  come  about.    1  may  appear  ofli- 

*  ciouff  and  if  I  thought  I  ihould,  I 

*  woiild  decline  any  concern  in  it»  af- 
. '  ter  I  have  juft  hinted  what  it  is,* 

<  And  pray,  Sir»  what  is  it  V 

*  May  J  adc  you,  Siri  witiiout  of* 

<  'fence,  whether  you  wi(h  to  be  rccon-  , 

*  ciled,  and  to  co-operate  upon  ho- 
.  *  oourable  terms,  with  ««#  gentleman 

*  of  the  naaae  ^  HarUwej  prepara- 

*  five,  at  It  may  be  hopad^  to  a  gene- 

*  ral  reconciliation  M 

<  O  hrw  n^  Umri  fiiUtindV  eried 
any  charmer. 

«  I  can't  tell»  %\tC^lAnd  thm  it 
Jb^Urtd  AU^  morip  «i  domht^  *  the 
«  ifirhole  (amity  haveufed  me  extremely 

*  ill..  They  have  ukan  greats  liber- 
«  ties  with  my  charafter  than  are  jufti- 

*  IMle;  and  with  my  family  loei 
'  which  I  can  icfs  foi^ive.* 

*  Sir,  Sir,  I  have  done.  I  bcf  par- 
'  dot)  for  this  intrufion.* 

j(4j^  belrvid  twos  then  rMdjfto  fink^ 
09td  thought  Hfity  hardly  of  me* 

*  But,  pray.  Sit',  to  the  immediate 
«.  purpofe  of  your  prefcnt  commiffion  j 

<  imce  a  commilTion  it  ftems  to  be  V 

*  It  ir  a  comMiiflion,  Sir  J  andfucha 

*  one,  a9  I  thought  would  be  s^aeablc 


S7S 

to  all  partiety  qc  I  Ihould  not  hvrn 
given  myieJf  concern  abootit.' 
«  Perhaps  itiMy,  Sir,  when  known* 
fi  lit  lot  me  alk  y^a  one  luraviout 
queftion;  Da  you  kaov  Colonel 
Morden,  Sir?' 

*  No,  Sit.  If  yott  mean/#j/MHii^ 
I  do  nr>t«  Aut  1  have  heard  my  good 
friend  Mr.  John  Uarlowe  talk  otkiim 
with  great  refpe^i  and  aa  a  co-tmf- 
tee  with  him  in  a  certain  truft»* 
Loiiel.  *  I  thought  it  probable,  Sia^ 
that  the  colonel  might  be  arrived  f 
that  you  might  be  a  gentleman  of  hia 
acquaintance  5  and  that  fom«lhi&«  of 
an  agreeable^  furprize  might  b^  aiw 
tended.*  . 

Capt.  *  Had  Colonel  Mordeh  been 
in  England,  Mf- 1^^  Harlowe  wpuld 
have  known  It  (  andtken|(hoMldooC 
have  bean  a  (kranger  to  it.* 
loveL  *  Well,  but.  Sir,  have  vota 
then  any  commii]uMi  to  me  &om  Mr* 
John  Uarlowe?* 

Com.  *  Sir,  I  wiU  t«U  yoiH  ai  br|Hly 
aa  I  can,  tbe  whole  of  what  i  l^kve  to 
fayi  but  you*ll  eitcttif  av  aUo  a  prt- 
vioua  queikion,  for  whifh  curiofity  ia 
not  my  motive}  but  it  is  iiaoeilary  to 
be  aniwerad  before  I  can  proceed  |  aa 
you  will  judge  when  you  hear  i^'  • 
Level.  *  What,  pray,  Sirt  it  jfonr 
quc^n  ?* 

Cm.  «Briefly»  Whether  yooafaac- 
tually,  and  ^aia>4r,iiiaiTi«d  toMils 
ClanfaHarjowe?* 
I  ft«rted,and,  in  a  haughty  toUf^  *  It 
this,  Sir,  a  q^eftion  that  mmjt  bt  an- 
fwered  before  you  can  proceed  im  the 
buiinefs  you  havt  uodeitaken  ?* 
«  I  mean  no  offepoe,  Mr.  tLoreiaoe* 
Mr.  Harlowe  fought  to  me  «o  ondor* 
take  this  office.  IhavtsUi^hterf  and 
niecea  of  my  o^k^  I  thought  ita 
cood  office,  Of  I,  who^ave  many  coe- 
fiderable  affairs  upon  my  handa,  kfd 
not  accepted  of  it.  fknow  the  world} 
and  will  taloe  the  liberty  fo  fiiy,  Thnt 
if  that  youog  lady-—' 

*  Captain  Tomlibfoo,  I  think*  you 
are  called?* 

*  My  name  is  Tomlioibn.* 

*  Why  then»  Cs^n  Tomlinfon, 
%»Iiher4yf  as  you  call  it,  yixW  betaken 
well,  tlMt  is  not  oxtreaMly  delicate, 
when  ^at  ladv  is  oieatioiied." 

*  When  you  oad  heard  me  out,  Mr* 
Lovelace,  and  had  found,  I  bad  fo 
behaved)  «•  to  make  the  caution  ne- 

«  D  « oeffii^y. 
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«  eeflai7>  it  would  have  been  juft  to 

*  have  given  it.— Allow  me  to  fay,  I 

*  know  what  is  due  to  the  character  of 

*  a  woman  of  virtue,  as  well  as  any 

*  fnan  alive/ 

«  Why,  Sir!  Why,  Captain  Tom - 
'  linfon,  you  fcem  warm.     If  you  in- 

<  tend  any-thing  by  this,'  [•  O  bow  I 
«  irembledr  faid  4ie  lady,  <wben  Jhe 
-Mkftotice  of  this  part  of  our  converja- 
tion  afterwords']  « I  will  only  fay,  that 
^  this  if  a  privileged  place.  It  is  at 
«*  prefcnt  my  home,  and  an  afytum  for 
«  any  gentleman  who  thinks  it  worth 

*  his  while  to  enquire  after  me,  be  the 

*  manner  or  end  of  his  enquiry  what  it 
«  will.' 

*  I  know  not,  Sir,  that  I  have  given 

<  occafion  for  this.  I  make  no  fcruple 
•«  to  attend  you  elfe*wbere,  if  I  am  trou- 

*  blefome  here.  I  was  told,  I  had  a 
^'  warm  young  gentleman  to  deal  with : 
•*  but  as  I  knew  my  intention,  and  that 

*  my  commiilion  was  an  amteableone, 

*  I  was  the  lefs  concerned  about  that. 
• «  I  am  twice  your  age,  Mr.  Lovelace, 

*  I  dare  fay:  but  I  do  affare  you,  that 

*  if  ettiier  my  meffage,  or  my  manner, 

*  give  you  oifcnce,  I  can  fufpcnd  the 
/    «  one  or  the  other  for  a  day,  or  for  ever, 

*  as  y6u  like.     And  fo,  Sir,  any  time 

*  before  eightto-morrow  morning,  you 
•.  will  let  me  know  your  further  com- 

■*  mands.'— And  was  going  to  tell  me 
where  he  might  be  found. 

*  Captain  Tom linfon,*  faid  I,  *  you 

<  anfwer  well.    I  love  a  man  of  fpirit. 

<  Have  you  not  been  in  the  army?* 

<  I  have.  Sir ;  but  have  turmd  my 
«  fwor^  into  a  fkugb^Jbarey    as  the 

•  *  Scripture  has  it.'  [There  was  a  cU- 
.  nftrfeUo'Wf  Jack  /— &  «ujas  a  good  man 

^witb  fomehody^  1  'warrant  I  O  what  a 
iine  coat  and  cloak  for  an  hypocrite  will 

•  a  text  of  Scripture,  properly  applied, 
make  at  any  time  in  the  eye  of  the  pi - 

•  ousj— How  cafily  ai^  the  good  folks 
taken  in  !]  —  <  And  all  my  delight,' 
added  he,   <  for  ibme  years  paft,  has 

<  beeii  in  cultivating  mypaternaleftate. 
'  I  love  a  brave  roan,  Mr.  Lovelace,  as 
'  well  as  ever  I  did  in  my  life.     But 

*  let  me  tell  you.  Sir,  that  when  you 

<  come  to  my  time  of  life,  you  will  be 
'  of  opinion,  that  there  is  not  fo  much 

*  true  bravery  in  youthful  choler,  as 

*  you  may  now  think  there  is.' 

A  clever  fellow  again,  Belford  !— > 
Ear  and  heart,  both  at  once,  he  took  in 
my  charmer!'—*  Tw  w^///  ihe  fays. 
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*  there  are  Jbme  men 'whohofVi'wifioM 

*  in  their  anger,* 

'  Well,  captain,  that  is  reproof  for 

*  reproof.  So  we  are  upon  a  foot.  And 

<  now  give  me  the  pleafure  of  hearing 
'  the  import  of  your  commiflion.' 

' ,  Sir,  you  muft  firft  allow  me  to  re- 
'  peat  my  cjueftion :  are  you  real  ly,  and 

*  Dona  fda^  married  to  Mifs  Ctariffii 

*  Harlowe  ?  Or  arc  yon  not  yet  raar- 
«  ried?' 

*  Bluntly  put,  captain.  But  if  I  an- 

*  fWerthat  I  am,  what  then  ?• 

<  Why  then^^Sir,  I  (hall  fay,  that  you 

*  are  a  man  of  honour.* 

*  That  I  hope  I  am,  whether  j^ss  fay 

*  it  or  not,  Captain  Tomlinfon.' 

*  Sir,  I  will  be  very  frank  in  all  I 

*  have  to  fay  on  this  fubjeS^Mr.  John 
'  Harlowe  has  lately  found  out,  that 

<  you  and  his  niece  are  both  in  tbo 

*  fame  lodgings ;  that  you  have  been 

*  long  fo;  and  that  the  lady  was  at  the 

<  play  with  you  yefterday  was  /e'en- 

<  night;  and  he  hopes  that  you  are  ac- 
'  tually  married.     He  has  indeed  heard 

*  that  you  are\  but  as  be  knows  your 

<  enterprizing  temper,   and  that  you 
'  have  declared,  that  you  difdain  a  re- 

*  lation  to  their  family,  he  is  wilKng 

*  by  me  to  have  your  marriage  con- 
«  firmed  from  your  own  mouth,  before 

*  he  take  the  fteps  he  is  inclined  to 

<  take  in  his  niece's  favour.    You  will 

*  allow  me  to  fay,  Mr.  Lovelaee,  that 

<  he  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  an  anfwer 

*  that  admits  of  the  leaft doubt.' 

<  iJtx  me  tell  you.  Captain  Tomlin- 

<  fon,  that  it  is  a  high  degree  of  vile- 

*  nefs  for  any  man  to  fuppofe— .' 

«  Sir— Mr,    Lovelace— don't   put 

*  yourfelf  into  apaiHon.    The  lady *a 

<  relations  are  jealoua  of  the  honour  ef 

*  their  family.    They  have  prejudicea 

*  to  overcome  as  well  as  you — Advan- 

*  ,tage  may  have  been  taken— and  the 
^  lady,  at  the  time^  not  to  blame.* 

*  This  lady.  Sir,  could  give  no  Aich 

*  advantages  i   and  if  ihe  bad,  what 

*  muft  the  man  be,  Captain  Tomlin- 
"^  fon,  who  could  have  taken  them?-^ 

*  Do  ^ow  know  the  lady.  Sir?' 

!  I  never  had  the  honour  to  fee  her 
'  but  once:  and  that  was  ar  church ; 

<  and  fliould  not  know  her  again.* 

<  Kotknow  her  again.  Sir!— ^I  thought 

*  there  was  not  a  man  living  who  had 

<  once  feen  her,  and  would  not  know 

<  her  among  a,  thou&nd.* 

f  I  f  emcmberj  Sir^  that  I  thought  I 
*  Bcve 
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*  never  faw  a  finer  woman  in  my  life 

*  But,  Mr.  Lovelace,  I  believe,  you 
^  will  allow,  ^bat  it  is  better  that  her 
«  relation*  fliould  have  wronged  j>c«, 

*  than  you  the  la(fy.     I  hope.  Sir,  you 

*  will  permit  me  to  repeat  my  quef- 
«  tion?» 

tnter  DorcM,  in  a  hurry. 

-  '  «  A  gentlgman,  this  minute.  Sir,  de- 
« Sii-cs  lb  fpealc  with  your  honour.^-* 

*  [My  iadyj  Sir  r—AJidi.'] 

Could,  the  dear  creature  put  Dorcas 
upon  telling  this  iib^  yet  want  to  Taire 
mt  one  ? 

*•  Deiire  the  gentleman  to  walk  into 
<  one  of  the  parlours**  I  will  wait  on 

*  him  prefently** 

[Exit  Dorcas, 

The  dear  creature,  I  doubted  not, 
li^nted  to  Jnftruft  me  how  to  anfwer  . 
the  captiin's  home-pUt.  1  knew  how 
I  intended  to  anlwer  it — Plumb,  thou 
tnaycft  be  furc — But  Doi'cas^s  meffage 
ftaggered  me..  And  yet  I  was  upon 
one  of  my  mailer- ftrokes— Which  was. 
To  take  advantage  of  the  captain's  en- 
quiries, and  to  make  her  o-i^n  her  mar^ 
\riage  before  bim,  as  ihc  had  dotie  to  the 
people  below }  and  if  (he  had  been 
brought  to  that,  to  induce  her,  for  her 
uncle's  fati*sfaftion,  to  write  him  a  let- 
ter of  gratitudcj  which  of  courfe  nlud 
have  been  figfted  *  Clarijfa  L(n;elace.* 
I  was  loth,  therefore,  thou  mayeft  be* 
lieve,  to  attend  her  fudden  commahds  t 
^nd  yet,  afraid  of  piifliing  matters  be- 
yond recovery  with  her,  I  thoughtpro- 
jier  to  lea^d  him  from  the  qucftion,  to 
account  for  himfelf,  ind  for  Mr.  Hkr- 
lowc's  coming  at  the  know^ledge  of 
where  we  are:  and  for  dthcr  particu- 
lars whicli  I  kne^  wDUld  engage  her 
attention  ;  and  which'  might  pofHbly 
convince  her  of  the  ncceffity  thei^  wag 
for  her  to  acquiefce  In  the'  affirmative  t 
\vas  difpbfed  to  give.  And  this  fof  her 
b'wn  fakej  for  what,  aS  I  a(ked  Her  af- 
terwards, ii  it  to  me,  whether  I  am  eVer 
reconciled  t6  her  family  ?— ^A  family, 
jack,  which  I  muft  for  ever  defpife. 

*  You  think,  captain,  that  t  have  an- 

'  «  fwei-ed  doubtfully  to  the queftionjro'u 

«  put*    Vou  may  thitik  fo*    And  Vou 

«  mull  know,  that  1  havd  a  good  deal 

•*  of  pride  j  drtd,  only  that  J-ou  ^rc  a 

*  gentleman,  and  feem  in  this  affaitto 

*  ,bc  governed  by  generous  motives,  or 

*  I  (hould  ill  btook  being  interrogated 
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as  to  my  honour  tQ  a  lady  fo  dear  t0 
me.J— But  before  I  anfwer  more  dit 
rcftly  to^thc  point,  pray  ("atisfv  mf 
in  a  queftlon  or' two  that!  ihaUput 
to^oa.'  V 

*■  With  all  my  heart.  Sir.  Aflc  ni* 
what  quedions  you  pleafe,  I  will  an* 
fwer  them  ^itn  fmcerity  and  can* 
dour.' 

*  You  fay,  Mr.  itarlowe  has  ^ound 
ou(  that  we  were  at  a  play  together  s 
and  that  we  were  both  in  the  famt 
lodgings— ttow,  pray,  came  he  it  bis 
knowledge  ?—^or,  let.  me  tell  you, 
that  t  have  for  certain  confjderationt 
(not  refpe6iing  myfelf,  I  will  alTurt 
you)  condefcended,  that  our  abode 
fliould  be  kept  fecret*  And  this  has 
been  fo  ftri£tly  obferved,  that  even 
Mifs  llowe,  thouch  Ihe  and  my  be* 
loved  correijpond,  knows  not  dire^ly 
whither  to  (end  to  us.* 

*  Why,  Sir,  the  pcrfon  who  &vi^  yoti 
at  the  play,  v^as  a  tenant  of  Mr.  John 
Harlowe.  He  watched  all  your  nio* 
tionsi  When  the  play  was  done,  h# 
followed  yotir  coach  to  your  lodg«  . 
ings.  And  early  the  next  day,  Sun^,. 
day,  he  took  horfe,  and  acquainted 
his  landlord  y/iih  what  he  had  ob»> 
ferved.*  . 
Lo'vl,  *  Ho\v  oddly  things  come 
about !— But  does  any  other  of  th|» 
Harlowes  know  where  we  are  V 
Capt,  *  It  is  an  abfolote  fecret  td 
every  other  perfon  of  the  family;  and 
fo  it  is  intended  to  be  kept :  as  a)i^ 
that  Mr.  John  Harlowe  is  •filling  to 
enter  into  treaty  with  you^  by  me,  i£  • 
his  niece  be  aSualfy  married'^ .  for 
perhaps  he  is  awkre,  that  he  (hall  hav# 
difiicolty  enough  vl^ith  fome  people  tp 
bring  about  the  defirable  reconcilis^^ 
tioii,  although  he  could,  give  thent 
this  aiTurance.'                                  :    • 

*  I  doubt  it  hot.  Captain— 1^0  jamei 
Harlowe  is  all  the  family-folly  ovf*. 
ing.—iFine  fools  i*  [beroically  ftalk" 

'ng  abouf]  •  to  be  gdveriied  by  oiie  ti> 
vi^hom  nialice.  aha  Dot  genius,  givoi 
the  bufy  liveliilers  that  (iiftingiiiihss 
him  from  a  natural  t— '•Buthowlong, 
pray,  Sii*,  has  Mr.  Johfl  HarloWe  beQO 
in  the  pacifick  difpofitibn  ?* 

*  I  will  tell  you,  Mr.  Lovelace,  and 
the  occaHou}  and  be  very  explicit 
upon  it,  and  upon  all  that  concerns 
you  to  know  of  me,  and  of  the  com* 
miffion  I  have  undertaken  to  executei 
and  this  tberaiberi  as  when  you  have 

4Dft  •heani 
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the  bowlinergreen/  [Iffc 
gretU  hoftvUr,  Belford"]  *  { 
ckcifion  of  a  point  to  ei 


hetrd  mc  Otft,  fo^  wHI  be  Ibtisfkd, 
fhat  t  uvi  not  an  officious  man  in  thii 
my  peefent  adtheft  to  yovL* 
<  f  :im  all  attention,  Capt^a  T6tfi9 
linfofli/ 

And  fit  dojibt  Hot  nvds  mj  heUvti* 
Cap,  *  Vou  muft  knaw,  Sir,  that  X 
have  not  l>een  many  months  in  Mr. 
John  Harlowe't  neigbhourhood.    I 
removed    from     Northamptonihire, 
partly  for  the  fake  of  better  inanag- 
ing  ope  of  two  executprfhips^  which 
I  could  not  avoid  enga^ging  in,  (the 
afairs  of  which  frequently  call  me  to 
town»  and  are  part  of  my  prefent 
bufincfsj)  and  partly  for  the  lake  of 
occupying  a  ne|;leAed  farm,  which 
hz^uaely  fallen  mto  jny  hands.   Bu^ 
though  an  acquaintance  of  no  longer 
ftanaing,  and  that  commencing  on 
the  bowlingrgreen/  [UneiiJoSn  is 
'  (upon  piy 
every  •one' I 
fatisfaftion,  w^ieh  was  appealed  to 
,me  by  all  the  gentlemen;  and  which 
might  have  been  attended  with  bad 
•confequences)  no  two  brothers  have 
a  more  cordial  dleem  for  each  ocheo 
You  knoWyMf*  Lovelace,  that-there 
19  a  conftnU  u  1  may  call  iti  in  fame 
minds,  which  will  unitejthQn  tfroi^er 
together  in  a  few  honr^  than  yeara 
can.do  with  others,  whom  yet  we  fep 
not  with  dilguft.* 
Lo^ei,  *  Very  true,  captlin."* 
Gi//.  '*  tt  was  on  the  foot  iSi  thia 
avowed  friendship  on  both  fides,  ths^t 
on  Monday  the  1 5th,  as  1  very  weU 
remember,  Mr.'Harlowe  invitcdhim.- 
felf  home  with  me.   And  when  ther^ 
he  acquainted  me  with  the  whole  of 
the  unhappy  affair  that  had  madjjB 
them  all  To  uneafy.    Till  then  I  knew 
it  only  by  report;. for,  intimate  a^s 
we  were,  I. forbore  tofj>eak  oi  ^hat 
waa  fo  near  ITis  heart,  till  he  bega|i 
firft.    And  thep  he  told  me,  that  He 
had  had  an  apolication  made  to  him, 
two  or  three  days  before,  by  a. gen- 
tleman whom  he  named*,  to.indiice 
him  Aot  only  to  be  reconciled  himfelf 
to  his  niece,  but  to  forward  for  her  ^ 
general  reconciliation.  , 

*  A  like  application,  he  told  pe, 
had  been  made  to  his  fitter  Haf lowf , 
by  a  good  woman  whom  every -body 
refpefted;  who  had  intimated,  that 
his  niece,  if  encovraged,'would  again 


put  heiielf  into  the  pmteftion  of  her 
friends,  tmd  iea*ue  jom:  but  if  not^ 
iAat/bg  mufi  tmatf^iaabfy  htytmrs, 

*  I  hope,  Mr.  Lovelace,  I  make  no 
mifchief.— You  look  concerned  ■  ■ 
You  figh,  Sir/ 

<  Proceed,  Captain  Tomlinfen.  Praf 

fotmdlj. 

Caft.  <  They  all  thought  it  extreme- 
ly  portioular,  that  a  lady  ihouUl  de- 
cline marriage  wkh  a  man  llie  IumI  fo 
ktely^one  away  with.' 

*  Ifntf,  captaio-'Ar^pr,  Mr«  Tom* 
linfon— Nor  more  of  thia  ibb|eft« 
My  bdoved  is  an  aagel.  la  erar- 
thonguablameable.  Whatever  fiiuiu 
there  have  been,  have  been  lAfir/  and 
wme*  What  you  would  further  fay^ 
H^  *hat  the  mmfirgiving  hmWy  re- 
(e£Ud  her  application.  They  did.  the 
and  I  had  had  a  mifunderftanding. 
Thefailutg  out  of  /9v^j<— you  know, 
captain.-— We  have  been  happier  ever 
fince.' 

Caf>t.  « WeU,  Sir;  but  Mr.  John 
Harlowe  could  not  but  better  coniider 
the  matter  afttfwards*  And  he  de- 
fired  my  advice  how  to  a6l  in  it.  He 
told  me  that  no  father  ever  loved  a 
daughter  as  he  loved  this  niece  of 
his;  whom,  ipdeed,  he  ufed  to  call 
bis  daugbtiT'-meci,  He  faid,  ihe  bad 
really  been  unkindly  treated  by  her 
brother  and  fifter;  and  as  your  al- 
liance. Sir,  was  far  from  being  a  dif- 
jcredit  to  their  family*  he  would  do 
his  endeavQfir  to  reconcile  all  parties^ 
if  he  could.be  fure  that  ye  were  ac** 
tually  man  and  wife.' 
Lo*vtL  *  And  wh;it,  pr^y,  captain^ 
was  your  advice  V 

fapt.  '  I  gave  it  asmy  opinioq,  diat 
if  his  niece  were  unworthily  treatedj 
and  in  diftrefs,  (as  he  apprehended 
from^tlie  application  to  him)^  he  would 
foon  hear  of  her  9j;aui:  but  that  k 
.was  Hkelv,  that  this  application  ^aa 
made  without  txpiSHwg  it  would  fuc- 
ceed;  and  as  a  falvo  only,  to  herfelf, 
for  marrying  without  their  conlent. 
And  the  rather  thpught  I  (o,  aa  ho 
bad  told  me,  that  it  came  Irom  A 
youn^  lady  her /friend,  and  not  in^ 
dire^way/fVM  herfelf  \  which  young 
ladv  was  no  fjivotorite  of  the  family^ 
and  therefore  would  hardly  have  beea* 
employed,  hadfucceCi  bcttCjEpedfd^* 


•  See  Mlfs  Howe*f  lettef^  i'a^t  477,  )^ 
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Lovii.  *  Very  well,  Captain  Tom- 
■  Unfonr-Pray  proceed/ 

Citpt.  «  Here  the  matttr  reftcd  till 

*  laft  Sttficlay  evening,  when  Mr.  John 

*  HarJowe  came  to  n)e  with  the  nan 

*  wl^o  hadfccn  yoti  and  your  lady  (as  f 

*  prefume  (he  is)  at  the  pl;iy;  and  who 
'  nad  aflured  him,  that  you  both  iodg- 

*  ed  in  the  lame  houfe.— -And  then  the 

*  application    having  been    fo  lately 

*  made,  which  iniplm],-that  you  were 
<  not  then  married,  he  was  lo  uneafy 

*  for  his  niece*s  honour,  that  I  advifed 
^  him  to  difpatch  to  town  fome  one  in 

*  whom  he  could  confide,  to  make  pro - 

*  per  enquiries/ 

LovtC  *  Very  well,  captain— And 

*  was  fttdi  a  perfon  employed  on  fuch 

*  an  errand  by  her  uncle  ?' 

Of//.  *  A  trufty  and  difcreer  perfon 
«  -was  accordingly  fent;  and  laft  Tuef- 

*  day,  I  think  it  was,  (for  he  returned 

*  to  us  on  the  Wedncfday)  he  made  the 

*  enquiries  among  the  neighbours  firft.* 
[The 'very  enquiry^  Jacky  that ga<ve  us 
'tdlfo  much  uneafijufs*.^  *  But  finding 

*  that  none  of  them  could  siveany  fa- 
«  tisfa^ory  account,  t)ic  lady's  wo- 

*  man  was  com6  at,  who  declared,  that 

*  you  were  ad^ually  married.    Buttl^e 

*  enquiriH  keeping' himfelf  on  the  re- 

*  iervc  as  to  his  employers/  the  girl  re- 
«  fufed  to  tell  the  day,  or  to  .give  .him 
«  other  particulars/ 

Low.  *  You  give  a  very  clear  ac- 
'  coun^  of  every  thing,  Captain  Tom- 

*  linfon.    Pray  procieed/ 

Capt.   *  The  gentleman  returned; 

*  .and  on  bis  report  Mr.  Harlowe,  hav* 

*  ing  (Uil  doubts,  and  bein?  willing  lo 

*  proceed  on  fome  grounds  in  fo  im- 
"*  j>ortant  a  point,  befought  roe  (as  mv 

*  afiairs.  called  me  frequently  to  tovyn) 
«  to  undertake  this  matter.  **  You, 
^  .Mr.  Tomlinfon,"1ie  was  picafed  to 
*•  fay,  *'  have  children  of  your  own: 
••  yo*\  knpw  the  world:  you  know 
•**  what  I  drive  at ;  you  will  ^.recced,  I 
^*  am  fure,  with  underftanding  and 
'••  fi)irit:  and  whatever  you  arc  fatis- 
««  fied  wit)i,  ihali  fiitisfy  n^e;**    . 

itiOr  Dorcas  ogam  in  a  burty, 

'  ^  Sir,  the  gisntleman  is  impatient/ 
*  I  will  attend  him  prefeiitly.* 
The  i^ap^in  then  accounted  for  his 

not  calling  in  perfon,  when  Jbe  ha4  rea- 

fon  to  thintiL  us  here* 
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He  faid  he  had  bufinds  of  con6^ 
quence  a  few  miles  out  of  town,  whi>. 
ther  bethought  (^emufthave  gone  yet* 
terday,  and  having  been  obliged  to  put 
oft*  his  Iktlefouriiey  tiU  this  day,  and 
underftanding  that  we  were  within,  not 
knowing  whether  he  fliould  have  fuch 
another  opportunity,  he  was  willing  to 
try  his  good  fortune  before  be  fet  out; 
and  this  made  him  come  booted  an4 
fpurred,  as  I  faw  him. 

He  dropped  a  hint  in  oommendatioa 
of  the  people  of  the  houfe;  but  it  was 
i  n  fuch  a  way,  as  to  give  no  room  tti 
fufpeft  that  he  thought  it  neceffary  to 
enquire  after  the  charader  oi  pcrfons 
who  mal^e  .fo^genteel  an  appearance,  ai 
be  obferved  they  do. 

And  her«let  me  remark,  thM  my  be^ 
loved  might  col  left  another  circam- 
Aance  in  favour  of  the  people  below,  ha4 
ihe  doubted  their  charaders,  from  the 
^leoce  of  her  uacle*s  enquiriftonTuei^ 
day  among  the  neighbours. 

Capt,  *  And  noT^,  Sir,  that  I  believe 
^  I  have  fatisAed  you  in  every  thing 

*  relating  to  my  commrflion,  I  hop* 

*  you  will   permit  me  to  repeat  my 

*  queftion— which  is—' 

EnUr  Dorcas  egoist^  sut  rfhrsaiK 

*  Sir,  the  gentleman  will  ftep  up  to 

*  ^/7«.     [My   lady  is  impatient.    She 

*  wonders  atyour  bottoar' s  delay  J'Afide,^ 

*  Excufe  me,  captain,  for  one  mo* 

*  ment.' 

f  I  havfc  Kaid  my  full  time,  Mr. 
,*  Lovelace.    What  may  refult  from  m/ 

*  queftion  and  your  anCwer.  whatever 

*  it  fliall  be,  may  take  us  uptime.--^ 
«  And  you  are  engaged.  Will  yott 
'  permirme  td  nttcnd  you  in  the  mom.^ 

*  mg,  before  I  fet  out  on  my  return  ?* 

*  You  will  then  breakfaft  with  me, 

*  .captain  ?•  * 

*JtmuftbeearlyifIdo.  Imuftreach 

*  my  own  houfe  to-morrow  night,  or  I 

*  fhall  make  the  beft  of  wjves  unhappy. 

*  And  I  have  two  or  three  places  to  (ull 

*  at  in  my  way.* 

^  It  (hall  be  by  feven  o'clock,  if  you 

*  pleafe,  captain.    AVe  are  early  folks. 

*  Ar\d  this  I  will  t^ll  you,  that  if  ever 
•lam  reconciled  to  a  family  fo  im- 

*  placable  as  I  have  always  found  the 

*  Harlowc's.to  be,  it  muft  be  by  the 

*  mediation  of  fo  cool  and  fo  moderate 
^  a  gentleman  as  yonrftlf,^ 


••  4ce  Page  553, 
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And  Coy  With  the  higbeft  civilities  on 
both  fides,  we.  parted.    But  for  the 

rrvate  fatisfafUon  of  fo  g;ood  a  man, 
left  him  out  of  doobt  that  wc  were 
puin  and  wife,  though  I  did  not  di- 
K&\y  aver  it. 


LETTER    XLIX. 

MR.   LOVELACE,  TO  JOHN    BEL« 
FORD,  ES<^ 

BUNGAY  NIGHT. 

THIS  Captain  Tomlinfop  is  one 
of  the  happieft  as  well  as  one  of 
the  beft  men  m  the  world.  What 
would  I  give  to  ftand  as  high  in  my  be- 
Joved*8  opinion  as  he  does  I  But  yet  I 
am  as  good  a  roan  as  he,  were  I  to  tell 
my  own  ftory*  and  have  eoual  cre<}it 
given  to  it*  But  the  devil  ihould^have 
iad  him  before  I  hadfeen  him  on  tt^e  ac- 
count he  came  upon,  had  I  thought  I 
iiould  not  have  anfweredin^  princioal 
end  in  it.  I  hinted  to  thee  in  my  laft 
what  that  was. 

But  to  the  particulars  of  the  confe^ 
rence  between  my  fair- one  and  me,  on 
ber  hafty  meflages;  which  I  yrat  loth  to 
come  to,  becaufe  ihe  has  had  an  half 
triumph  over  me  in  it. 

AAer  I  had  attended  the  captain 
down  to  the  very  paflage,  I  returned  to 
the  dining-room,  and  put  on  a  |oyful 
air,  on  my  beloved's  entrance  into  it-» 

*  O  my  deareft  creature,'  faid  I,  '  let 

<  me  congratulate  you  on  a  profpefl  fo 

<  agreeable  to  your  wifliesl'  And  I 
fnatched  her  hand,  and  fmothered  it 
withkiflTes. 

I  was  going  on;  when  interrupting 
me,  *  You  fee,  Mr.  Lovelace,*  faid  (he, 

*  how  you  have  embarraifed  yourfelf, 
,*  by  your  obliquities!   You  fee,  that 

*  you  have  not  lAsen  able  to  return  a  di- 

*  re£t  anAxrer  to  a  plain  and  honeft  quef- 

<  tion,  though  upon  it  depends  all  the 
'  happinefs  on  the  profpe£^  of  which 

<  you  congratulate  me.* 

*  You  know,  my  beft  love,  what 

*  my  prudent,  and  I  will  fay,  my  kind 

*  motives  were,  for  giving  out  that  we 

*  were  married.    You  fee,  that  I  have 

<  taken  no  advantage  of  it;  and  that 

<  no  inconvenience  has   followed  it. 

*  You  fee  that  your  uncle  wants  only 
«  tobe  affured  from  ourfelveS;  that  it  u 
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*  Not  another  word  00  this  fubjef^j 


Mr.  Lovelace.  ,  I  will  not  only  riique^ 
but  I  will  forfeit^  the  reconciiistioB 
fo  near  my  heart,  rather  than  I  will 
go  on  to  countenance  a  ftory  fo  un* 
truer 

«  My  deareft  foul«* Would  youhavt 
me  appear—* 

'  I  would  have  you  appear.  Sir,  at 
jou  art !  I  am  refolved  that  I  will  ap- 
pear to  my  uncle*s  friend,  and  to  my 
uncle,  as  I  am»* 

*  For  one  week,  my  deareft  life !  Can- 
not  you  for  one  week— only  till  the 
fettlements-*-* 

'  Not  for  one  hour,  with  my  own 
confent.  You  don't  know.  Sir,  how 
much  I  have  been  aMi&d,  that  I 
have  appeared. to  the  people  below 
what  I  am  not.  But  my  uncle.  Sir, 
ihall  never  have  it  to  upbraid  me>  nor 
will  I  to  upbraid  myfelf,  that  1  have 
wilfully  paflTed  upon  him  in  faUe 
lights.' 

*  What,  my  dear,  would  you  have  - 
me   fay  to  the  captain   to-morrow 
morning  ?  I  have  given  him  room  to 
think—* 

*  Then  put  him  right,  Mr.  Love* 
lace.  Tell  the  truths  Tell  him  what 
you  pleafe  of  the  favour  of  your  re- 
lations tome:  tell  him  what  you  will 
about  the  fettlements:  and  if,  when 
drawn,  you  will  fubmit  them  to  bit 
perufal  and  approbation,  it  will  diew 
him  how  much  you  arc  in  earncft.* 

<  My  deareft  fife! — Do  you  think, 
that  he  would  difapprove  of  the  terms 
I  have  offered  V 
«  No.' 

'  Then  may  I  be  accurfed,  if  I  wil- 
linglv fubmit  tobe  trampled  under- 
foot by  my  enemies!* 

*  And  may  1,  Mr.  Lovelace,  never 
be  happy  in  this  life,  if  I  fubmit  to 
the  pafling  upon  my  uncle  Harlowe  a 
wilful  and  premeditated  falfliood  for 
truth!  t  have  too  Ion?  laboured  un- 
der the  a£li6lion  which  the  rejd^oa 
of  all  my  friends  has  given  me,  to 
purchafe  my  reconciliation  with  them 
now  at  fo  dear  a  price  as  that  of  my 
veracity.' 

*  The  women  below,  my  dear-—* 

*  What  are  the  women  below  to  mtl 
1  want  not  to  eftabli(h  myfelf  with 
them.  Need  they  kn6w  aU  that 
pafTes  between  my  relationf  and  yon 
and  me  V 

*  Neither  are  they  any-thing  to  me, 
*  Madam,    i^nly,  that  when,  for  the 

f  fail 
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*  (kke  of  prerenting  the  fatal  mifchieft 

*  which  might  have  attended  yoiirbro- 

*  ther*s  proje^lsy  I  have  made  them 

*  think  us  married,  I  would  not  appear 
«  to  them  in  a  light  whtcb  you  your- 

*  felf  think  fo  ihocking.    By  my  foul, 

*  Madam,  I  had  rather  dje>  th^  con- 

*  tr»di6l  myfelf  f©  flagrantly,  after  I 

*  have  related  to  them  io  many  circum- 

*  ftances  of  our  marriage/ 

«  Well,   Sir,   the  women  may  be- 

*  lieve  what  they  pleafe.     That  I  have 

*  given  countenance  to  what  you  told 
«  them,  is  my  error.    The  many  cir- 

*  cumftances  which  you  own  otte  un- 

*  truth  has  drawn  you  in  to  relate,  is 

*  a  juftification  of  my  refufal'in  the 

*  prcfent  cafe.' 

*  Don't  vou  fee,  Madam,  thatyour 

*  uncle  wiues  to  fiild  that  we  are  mar- 

*  Tied  >  May  not  the  ceremony  be  pri- 

<  vately  over,  before  his  mediation  can 
«  take  place  ?' 

*  UiTgc  this  Doint  no  farther,  Mr, 

*  Lovelace.     It  you  will  not  tell  the 

*  truth,  /  will  to-morrow  morning  (if 

*  I  fee  Captain  Tomlinfon)  tbW  it  my- 
«  felf.     Indeed  I  will/ 

<  Will  you,  Madam,  confent  that 
'  things  pafs  as  before  with  the  people 

*  below  h  This  mediation  of  Tomhn- 
«  Ton  Mtfy  come  to  nothings     Your 

<  brother's  fchemes  may  be  purfued; 

*  the  rather,  that  now  he  will  know 
'  (perhaps  from  your  uncle)  that  you 
<.are  not  under  a  legal  protection .«^ 

*  You  will,  at  leaft,  confent,  that  things 
«  pafs  bere  as  before  ?*      . 

*  To  permit  this,  it  to  go  on  in  an 

*  errdr,  Mr.  Lovelace.     But  as  the  oc- 

<  cafion  for  fo  doing  (if  there  can  be  in 

<  your  opinion  an  occafion  that  will 

*  warrant  an  untruth)  will,  as  I  prc- 

*  fume,  foon  be  over,  I  (hall  the  lefs 
'  difpute  that  point  with  you.     But  a 

*  new  error  I  will  not  be  guilty  of,  if 

*  I  can  avoid  it/  . 

*  Can  I,   do  you  think.  Madam, 
'  have  any  difhonourable  view  in  the 

*  itep  I  fuppofed  you  would  not  fcruple 

<  to  take  towards  a  reconciliation  with 

<  your  own  family?   Not  £ormy  (nun 

*  fake,  you  know,  did  I  wifti  you  to  take 
'  it;  for  what  is  it  to  me,  if  I  am  never 

*  reconciled  to  your  family  ?  I  want  no 
•  •  favours  from  them.' 

*  I  hope,  Mr.  Lovelace,  there  is  no 

<  occafion,  in  our pre(ent  »o^  difagree- 

*  able  (ttuation,  to  anfwer  fuch  a  quef- 

*  tion.    And  let  mc  fay,  that  I  Jli»U 
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*  think  my  profpeds  ftill  more  agree- 
'  able,  if,  to-morrow  morning,  y<m 

*  will  not  only  own  the  very  truth,  bnt 

*  give  my  uncle's  friend  iiich  an  ac- 

*  count  of  the  fteps  you  have  takea« 

*  arid  are  raking,  as  may  keep  up  mf^ 

*  uncle's  favourable  intentions  towards 

*  me.    This  you  may  do  under  what 

*  reftridions  of   fecrefy    you   pleale. 

*  Captain  Tomlinfon  is  a  prudent  man| 
<  a    promoter  of   family-peace,    yoa 

*  find;  and,  I  dare  fay,  may  be  made 

*  a  friend.' 

.1  faw  there  was  no  help.  I  faw  that 
the  inflexible  Harlowe  fpirit  was  all  up 
in  her.— A  little  witch!—* A  little-«i 
Forgive  me.  Love,  lor  calling  her 
names !— And  fo  I  faid,  with  an  aiiv 

*  We  have  had  too  many  mtfiinder* 

*  (landings.  Madam,  ibr  me  io  wilk 

*  for  new  onesi  I  will  obey  you  with- 

*  out  rcferve.     Had  I  not  thought  I 

*  Ihould  have  obliged  you  by  the  other 

*  method^  (efpecially  as  the  ceremonf 

*  might-  have  been  over,  before  any- 

*  thing  could  have  operated  from  yoos 

*  uncle's   intentions,   and   of  confe* 

*  quence  no  untruth  perfifted   in)    I 

*  would  not « have  propofed  it.     Bat 
«  think  not,  my  beloved  creature,  thaft 

*  you  fliall  enjoy,  without  condition^ 

*  >thi8  triumph  over  my  judgment.' 

And  then,  cla'fping  my  arms  about 
her,  I  gave  her  averted  cheek  (her 
charming  lip  defigned)  a  fervent  kifs. 
— *  And  your  for^ivenefs  of  this  fwect 

*  freedom,'  [Bowing]  *  is  that  con^ 

*  dition.*  ^ 

She  was  not  mortally  offended.  And 
now  muft  I  make  out  the  reft  as  well  as 
I  can.  But  this  I  will  tell  thee,  that 
although  her  triumph  has  notdiminilh* 
ed  my  love  for  her^  yet  it  has  Simu- 
lated me  more  than  ever  to  revenge ^  as 
thou  wilt  be  apt  to  call  it.  But  viltorj 
or  conquefl  is  the  more  proper  word. 

There  is  a  pleafure,  'tis  true,  in  fub- 
duing  one  of  thefe  watchful  beauties. 
But,  by  my  foul,  Belford,  men  of  our 
caft  take  twenty  times  the  pains  to  be 
rogues,  that  it  would  coft  them  to  be 
honeft;  and  dearly,  with  the  fweat  of 
our  brows,  and  to  the  puzzling  of  our 
brains,  (to  iay  nothing  of  the  nazards 
we  run)  do  we  earn  our  purchafe;  and 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  grudged  oor 
fucceis  when  we  meet  with  it<— Efpe- 
cially as,  when  we  have  obtained  our 
end,  fatiety  foon  follows;  and  leaves  ys 
little  or  nothing  to  ihew  for  it.    But 

this 
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tKs,  indeed,  ihity  ht  fatd  of  aN  #orMl^ 
^deli^ts.-^And  tg  imc  that  i  grave  re- 
fleftion  from  me? 

I  w«8  witKng  to  write  up  to  the  trine. 
AMutugjb  I  have  not  canrried  my^prm^ 
€fpaA  point,  I  ihall  make  fomething 
torn  out  in  my  favour  from  Captain 
ToiiiKnfenV  errand.  But  let  roe  gi^ 
tifec  tbi»  caution;  that  thoo  do  not  pre- 
fend  to  fiidgt  of  mjr  devices  by  partj^^ 
hm  have  pMience  till  fbov  feeft  the 
mtBoie.  But  o»c«  more  I  fweir,  that  I 
jvill  not  be  OMt-Norru^d  by  a  pair  of 
sources.  And  yet  1  am  very  appre- 
^nAve  at  trmea,  of  the  conftqueneet  of 
idifs  Howe*t  fmngg}ing  fcheme* 

My  eonfetence,  I  ikonld  thmk» 
Mght  not  to  repixMch  mo  for  a  con- 
CrriancCy  which  is  Juftified  by  the  con- 
trivances of  two  fuch  girls  as  thefes 
•fte  of  whom  (the  more  excellent  of 
ttie  two)  I  have  always,  with  her  owfi 
spprc^ation  as  I  imagine^  propoied  for 
tty  imitatton. 

But  her*.  Jack,  is  the  thhig  that, 
toncludea  me,  and  cafes  my  heart  liNth 
adamant :  I  find  by  Mifs  Howe's  let- 
lers,  that  k  it  owing  to  bfr\  that  I  havfc 
Inade  Wo  greater  progrefs  with  mV  ' 
blooming  fair-one.  She  loves  me. 
The  ipecacuanha  contrivance  convinces 
ane,  that  fkt  loves  me.  Whefe  there 
is  love,  there  muft  be  confidence,  or  a 
^defire  of  having fvi*/iff  to  confide.  Oe- 
nerofity  founded  on  my  fuppofed  ge. 
mrofity,  flas  taken  hold  of  her  heart. 
Shall  I  not  fiow  Ae  (fince  I  muft  be 
Ibrever  unhappy,  if  I  marry  her,  and 
leave  any  trial  unefiayed)  what  I  can 
make  of  her  love,  and  her  newly.  railM 
confidence?— Will  it  not  be  to  my 
glory  to  fucceed  ?  And  to  hers  and  to 
*  ♦he  honour  of  hfr  fex,  if  I  cannot  >— 
Where  then  will  be  the  hurt  to  either, 
to  make  the  trial  ?  And  cannot  I,  as  I 
have  often  faid,  reward  her  when  I  Wtil 
by  marriage  ? 

•Tis  late,  or  rtther  early;  for  tlie 
day  begins  to  dawn  upon  me.  I  am 
plagny  heavy.  Perhaps  I  need  not  to 
nave  told  thee  that.  But  will  only  in- 
dnlge  a  doze  in  my  chair  for  an  hour; 
then  (hake  my  felt,  waft  and  refreft. 
At  my  time  of  life,  with  fuch  a  coA- 
^  ftitution  as  I  am  blefied  with,  tint's  «11 
'  that's  wanted. 

Good  nijrht  to  me?— It  cannot  be 
broad  day  till  I  am  awake.— Aw. w#- 
whaugh— Pox  of  this  yawniiigt 
Is  not  %  uncle  dead  yet  ? 


Vrbat*^  colue  to  rnhMf  that  ke  ^ 
not  to  my  laft  ?-— Hunung  after  aioie 
nmfdom  tf  nmtMHSt  I  fuppofeP-^Vaw* 
yaw-yawaiiKg  again  •— Pcd»  be  gjone  I 


LETTER    U 
M|t.  t6t£tAc«,  ref  joHff  Mi.- 

PORI>,  HS^ 

MONOAT,    MAT  a^ 

No  W  liave  I  eftablkhed  my  felf  fv 
ever  in  my  charmer's  heart. 

The  captain  came  at  (even,  as  pro- 
mi  fed,  and  ready  equipi^  for  his  ioar- 
ney.  My  beloved  chole  not  to  give  ua 
her  company  till  &ur  firft  converfatk>a 
was  ever— Aihamed,  I  fuppofe,  to  be 
prefent  at  that  part  of  it,  which  was  t» 
reftorc  her  to  her  virgin  Jlat€  bv  my 
confefllon,  after  her  nmfih^^  had  bcea 
reported  to  her  untie.  Bat  (he  took 
her  cue  neverthelera,  and  liftcfted  to  all 
that  paftd* 

The  modefteft  women,  Jack,  mui 
tbinkt  and  think  deeply  fometimts.  I 
wonder  whether  they  ever  blufli  attkoie 
things  by  themfelveSy  at  which  they 
have  To  charming 'a  knack  of  bluiking 
in  company.  If  notj  and  if  bluflitng 
,be  a  fign  of  grace  or  nK>deftyi  have 
not  the  fex  as  great  a  comnuuid  over 
their  bluOi^s,  as  they  are  faid  to  have 
over  their  tears?  This  reflexion  would 
lead  me  a  great  way  into  female  oarndsj 
were  I  difpoled  to  porfue  it. 

\  told  the  ca]»tam,  that  I  would  pre- 
vent  his  qneftion;  and  aococ^h^ly 
(af^er  I  had  enjoined  the  ftrideft  ft- 
crefy,  that  no  advantage  might  be  giv. 
en  to  Jaihet  Hariowes  and  which  he 
anfwered  for  as  well  on  Mr.  Harlowe's 
part  as  bis  own)  I  acknowledged  na- 
kedly and  fairly  the  whole  truth— To 
wit.  That  we  were  not  yet  manned.  I 
gave  him  hints  of  the  caufes  of  pro* 
craftination.  Some  of  them  owing  to 
unhappy  mifttttderftandinijs:  but  chiefly 
to  the  lady's  defire  of  previous  reconoi- 
liatiou  with  her  frielidsi  and  to  a  deli- 
cacy  that  had  no  enampJe. 

Lei's  nice  ladies  tftan  tkia.  Jack,  love 
to  have  delays,  wilful  and  jluJied  de- 
lays, imputtd  to  tirem  in  thefe  cafes- 
Yet  are  mdelicatc  in  their  afieaed  .deli- 
cacy$  for  do  they  aot  thereby  tadtly 
confefs,  that  they  expea  to  be  dte 
^itateil  gainers  i«  wedlocks  and  that 

there 
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tken  U  fiif'Jimal  in  the  pride  they 
take  in  delaying  ? 

I  told  him  the  reafon  of  our  pafling 
to  the  people  belov^  as  married— Yet  as 
under  a  vow  of  reftriftion^  as  to  con* 
Tummation,  which  had  kept  us  both  to 
the  height,  ond  of  firbgarutgf  the  other 
of  'vigilant  punAilio^  even  to  the  de- 
nial  of  thofe  innocent  freedoms,  which 
betrothed  lovers  never  fcruple  to  allow 
and  to  uke. 

I  then  communicated  to  him  a  cop}[ 
of  pjpropofal  of ,  fettlement}  the  Tub- 
^ance  of  hei*  written  anfwer;  the  con-^ 
tents  of  my  letter  of  invitation  to  Lord 
M.  <to  be  her  nuptial- father;  and  of 
my  ]ord*s  generous  reply.  But  faid» 
that  having;  apprehenfions  of  delay  from 
his  infirmities,  and  my  beloved  chuf- 
iog  by  all  means  (and  that  from  prin* 
ciples  of  unrequiUd^xxXy)  a  private  fo<* 
lemnization,  I  had  written  to  excuse 
his  lord(hip's  prefencej  and  expe6ked 
an  anfwer  every  hour. 

The  fealements,  I  told  him,  were 
a£lually  drawing  by  Counfelior  Wil- 
liams, of  whofe  eminence  he  muft  have 
heard. 

He  bad. 

And  of  the  truth  of  this  he  might 
fatisfy  himielf  before  he  went  out  of 
town. 

'  Wtien  thefe  w.ere  drawn,  approved, 
and  engrofled,  nothing,  I  laid,  but 
figning,  and  the  nomination  of  my  hap- 
py day,  would  be  wanting.  I  had  a 
pride,  I  declared,  in  doing  the  hieheft 
juftice,  tp  fo  beloved  a  creature,  of  my 
own  voluntary  motion,  and  without  the 
intervention  of  a  family  from  whom  I 
had  received  the  greateft  infults..  And 
this  being  our  prefent  fituation,  I  was 
conteiued  that  Mr.  John  Harlowe  ihould 
Iuipen0  his  reconciliatory  purpofes,  till 
our  marriage  were  actually  (blemnized. 
-  The  captain  was  highly  delighted 
with  all  I  laid:  yet  owned,  that  as  his 
dear  friend  Mr.  Harlowe  had  expreffed 
himielf  greatly  pleafed  to  hear  tiiat  we 
were  a£lually  married,  he  could  have 
wilbed  it  haci  been  fo.  But,  neverthe- 
lefs,  he  doubted  not  that  all  would  be 
well.  ^ 

He  (aw  my  reafons,  he  faid,  and  ap- 
proved of  them,  for  making  the  gen- 
tlewomen below  [Whom  again  he  m«. 
JirJIood  /a  be  good  fort  of  people]  be- 
lieve, that  the  ceremonv  had  paiTed  y 
which  fo  well  acpouatea  for  what  die 


lady's  maid  had  told  Mr.  Harlowe** 
friend.  Mr.  James  Harlowe,  he  faid, 
had  certainly  ends  to  anfwer  in  keeping" 
open  the  breach  j  and  as  certainly  bad 
formed  a  d^n  to  get  bisfifier  out  of  m^. 
bands.  Wherefore  i t  as  much  import  •« 
ed  his  worthy  friend  to  keep  this  treaty 
a  fecret,  as  it  did  me$  at  leaft  till  he 
had  formed  his  party,  and  taken  his 
meafures.  Ill-will  and  pa(Con  were 
dreadful  mifreprefenters.  It  was  a* 
mazinff  to  him,  that  animoiity  could  be 
carried  fo  high  againft  a  man  capable 
of  views  fo  pacifick  and  fo  honourable, 
and  who  had  (hewn  fuch  a  command  ot 
his  temper,  in  this  whole  tranfaAion, 
as -I  had  done,  Genero(ity,  indeed,  iil 
every  caie,  where  love  of  (tratagem  and 
intrigue  (I  would  excuie  him)  were 
not  concerned,  was  a  part  of  my  cha^ 
rafter. 

•  He  was  proceeding,  when  breakfalt 
being  ready,  in  came  theemprcfs  of  my  ' 
heart,  irradiating  all  around  her,  as 
with  a  glory— A  benignity  and  gra- 
cioufnefs  in  her  afpeft,  that,  though 
natural  to  it,  had  been  long  banifhed 
from  it. 

Next  to  prolh^tion  lowly  bowed  the 
captain.  O  how/  the  fweet  creature 
fmiled  her  approbation  of  him  1  Reve* 
rence  from  one  begets  reverence  front 
another.  Men  are  more  of  monkeys 
iti  imitation,  than  they  think  them- 
felves— Involuntarily,  in  a  manner,  I 
bent  my  knee—*  My  deareft  life—*  and 


tempted  not  either.  He  was  indieed 
ready  to  worQiip  her— ^ould  only  totich 
her  charming  hand. 

<  I  have  told  the  captain,  my  dear 
«  creature—'  And  then  I  briefly  re- 
peated (as  if  I  had  fuppofed  (he  had 
not  heard  it)  all  I  had  told  him. 

He  was  aftoni(hed,  that  any-body 
could  be  difpleafed  one  moment  witti 
fuch  an  angel.  He  undertook  her 
caufe  as  the  higheft  degree  of  merit  to 
himfelf. 

Never,  I  muft  need  fay,  did  the  an- 
gel fo  much  hok  the  angel .  All  placid, 
lerene,' fmiling,  felf-aflfured :  a  more 
lovely  ilutti^hanufual  heightening  her. 
natural  graces,  and  adding  charms, 
even  to  radiance,  to  her  charming  com- 
plexion. 

After  we  had  feated  ourlblves,  the 
4  £  agreeable 
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Mgn^hlt  fobieft  was  re newtd,  as  we 
iooii  our  chocolate.  How  happy  mould 
f)e  be  in  hcrupcU's  reftpred favour! 

The  captain  ?ng^ed  for  it— No  more 
oelayt)  he  bppc(),  on  b4r  part)  Let  the 
fcappy  da/  be  but  ffia  ^ycv,  all  would 
fben  be  nght,  ]3i)t  was  it  improper  to 
'  iik  for  copief  of  my  propofals,  and  of 
beranrwer^  in  order  to  (hew  them  to 
his  dear  friend  her  uncle  > 

^^ar  creature  would  always  fay  fo  I 

It  muft  be  in  ftrift  confidence,then| 
I  faid.  But  would  it  no^  be  better  to 
ibew  her  unclp  the  draught  of  the  fettle. 
inentSy  when  drawn  ?       ^ 

*  An<J  will  vou  be  fi  good,  as  to  al- 
f  low  of  this,  Mr.  Lovelace  V 

There,  ^clford!  We  were  once  X^e 
^arrel/ome,  but  now  we  are  Tbe  FolUe^ 
j»0V4rs. 

f  Indeed y  ix^y  dear  ere ature,  I  will, 
f  ^^ou  d^re  |/,  f  nd  if  Captain  Tom- 

•  liofon  will  engage,  that  Mr.  Harlowe 
f  /hall  keep  them  abfolutely  a  iecret  | 
1  that  I  rnay  not  be  fubjefled  to  the  ca- 
^  vil  and  controul  of  any  others  of  % 
f  Camily  that  haiie  ufed  me  fo  vefy  ill.* 

*  Novf  in4^ed^  Sir,  you  are  njery 
«  9blkk£.* 

Dptt  think*  Jaclcy  that  my  face  did 
|»0t  now  alfo  (bine  ^ 

I  held  out  my  hand  (firft  conftcrating 
k  with  a  I^ifs)  for  bers.  ^he  condefcei0- 
.  sd'tPgli^^  it  me.  I  prefTed  it  to  my  lips; 
i  you  l^now  npt,  (Captain  Tomlinfon,* 
fwitb  an  air)  '  all  ftorms  overblown^ r 
7  what  an  happy  man*-* 

*  Charming  couple'/  [His  hands 
lifted  upl  5 1^0 w  will  my  good  friencl 
«  rejoice!  O  that  he  were  prcfcnt!-*— You 
i  l^now  pot»  Mada(n>  how  dear  pu  ftill 
<  SM^  to  your  unde  Harlowe  I*         '    , 

•  ^  t  am  unhappy  ever  to  hav^  dif- 
^  obliged  him.^ 

.  *  KqI  toq  much  ^  that,  h^wrv^er, 
\faxrefi\'  thought  I. 

The  captain  repeated  his  refblutiona 
^f  fervice^  and  that  in  fo  acceptable  a 
manner*  that  the  dear  creature  wished, 
^hat  neither  he,  nor  any  of  bis;  might 
ever  want  a  friend  of  equal  beneico- 
leoc^ 

jjior  eotf  •fbU^  (be  fald :  for  the  can- 
taia  brought  it  in,  that  he  bad  five  chil- 
dren Uving,  by  one  of  the'beft  wiyet 
and  mothers,  whofe  excellent  manage-^ 
vtiit  madft  him  a&  happy,  as  if  his  efghi 
bundred  pounds  a  year  (which  was  all 

be  had  to  boafl  of^  were  two  tbovAodt 


^/^Mtfoecotiomy,  tbeoracvloiifladf 
faid,  H9  eftate  was  large  enbugk,  Ml 
it|  the  leafl  was  not  too  fnudl. ' 

< Lie iHn,teaxing villain!  Ueftinr^ 
I  was  only  (peaking  to  vaj  eonfcicacii 
Jack. 

*  And  let  me  a(k  yon,  Mr.  Lore- 

*  lace,*  faid  thecaptam;  <  yet  not  fe 
'  much  from  doubt,  as  that  I  nay  pro- 
'  ceed  Upon  fbi-e  -grounds— are  rov 

*  tvitting  tp  co-operate  with  my  aear 

*  frieiioin  a  general  reconciliatioii?* 

*  Let  me  tel!  you,  Mr.  Tomlinfen^ 

*  that  if  it  can  be  diftingnilhed,  that  my 

*  readinefs  to  make  up  with  a  family, 

*  of  whofe  gcnerofiiy  I  have  norhad 
'  re^fon  to  think  highly,  is  entirely 

*  owing  to  the  value  I  have  for  this  aa- 

*  gel  of  a  woman,  I  will  not  only  co« 

*  operate  with  Mr.  John  Harlowe,  aa 
'  you  afk;  but  I  will  meet  Mr.  Janes 

*  Harlowe,  feifyor,  and  his  lady,  alitk^ 

*  tuaj.  And  furthermore,  to  make  the 
<  fon  James  apd  his  6<ler  Arabella  quite 
'  eafy,  I  will  abfelotely  dtfclaim  aey 

*  further  intercft,  whether  livtne  or 

*  dying,  in  any  of  the*  three  broSicrv 
'  eftates ;  contenting  myfelf  with  wte 

*  my  beloved's  grandfather  has  be- 
'  queathed  to  her : '  for  I  havereafim  to 
'  be  abundantly  fttisiied  with  my  own 

*  circumftancesandprofpefts-v^EBoogli 

*  rewarded,  were  me  not  to  bring  a 
'  (hilling  m  dowry,  m  a  woman  who 

*  has  a  merit  fuperior  to  all  the  goods 

*  of  fortune.'  — True  as  the  Golpcl« 
Belford  I— Why  had  not  this  fcsoa  ^ 
real  foundation ! 

The  dear  creature,  by  her  eyes,  ex« 
prelled  her  gratitude,  before  her  Kps 
couhl  Utter  it.  '  O  Mr.  Lovelace!* 
faid  (he—*  You  have  inlhittely-*— * 
And  there  fhe  ftopt, 

The  captain  run  over  tin,  my  praile* 
He  was  really  aiieded. 

'  O  that  I  had  not  fueb  4  fliisrfBnr  ^ 

*  trven^e  andfrr4e  <«  a^  kvef*  thooglit 
T.— But  fmy  old  pita)  cannot  I  m&f 
her  amen  as  at  any  bane }  And  is  noe 
her  virtue  now  in  the  height  of  k*s  pro* 
batlon  ?— Would  Ae  lay  aiMe,  li^e  tfat 
friends  of  my  uncontendtng-  Rofebod^ 
all  thoughts  of  defiance— Would  Aa 
throw  Kerfelf  npon  on^  inercTy  ^^  try 
me  but  one  fortnight  in  the  ufe  of  ho* 

nour— What  then  N-j£»»wf  y^fyV^ 
then^ 

Do  aotdefmft  me«  Jack,  ^ 
€onnftency<>*'rn  no  two  letters  [ 
•giWOg  with  |Dyie{f«»Who  exL 
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^antiftencj  id  tneA  oFovrdmrafier?-*^ 
But  I  801  mad  with  Iwo^^Tivid  by  rt^ 
v«ngt— Puttied  with  ray  owo  dcriccf 
•<^My  inventioh  H  my  curfieM^My  pridd  * 
mypuaiflraient*— Drawn  five  or  fix  ways 
at  once,  can  flu  poffihiy  be  fo  onbappy 
as  //-i-0  why,  why,  was  this  woman 
£t>  dmnely  excel  lent )«— Vet  how  knbv^ 
Ithatflieis?  What  have  been  her  trtalsr 
Have  I  had  thecoanigeto  make  a  Angle 
one  upon  her/^r/mr,  though  a  thoufimd 
vpon  herftfM;^f-«-EnoW|  I  hope,  t9 
fiake  her  afraid  of  ever  dtTobHgiDg  me 


m     # 

I  MVST  banilh  feileAi«n,  or  t  am  t 
Inftman^.  For  thefe  two  hourapaH  have 
I  hated  my felf  for  my  own  oon«rivancee# 
.  And  this  not  only  from  wh«t  I  htltvt 
related"  to  theei  but  from  what  I  haire 
/krtbfr  to  relate.  But  I  have  tto%  once 
mort  fteeled  my  heart.  Mv  vengeancd 
h  uppermoft)  Jfini'  I  b€nM^k9n  ri-fet-^ 
^^mg  Jkmi  rf  Mifs  Hotoi^s  wrumcf^ 
The  contempt  they  have  beih  held  A« 
Wf  I  cannot  bear. 

The  happieft  brcakfaft-tlme,  iky  be- 
loved  owned,  that  flie  had  «v«r  kn^wik 
Jmttjhi  brndUft  Birfaihif*i  b^uky  [Shi 
might  haw  kt  this  aknif.'}  T^  capu 
f«ia  renewed  all  bispro<eAationvof  (hr- 
vice.  He  would  write  me  wOld  how  bit 
dear  friertd  received  tfatr  account  he 
flK>ald  give  him  of  the  happy  ficuaticni 
of  Mr  afl^9^  a»<l  what  he  thought  of 
tke  fettiemcnts,  «•  ibon  at  1  (kouid  fend 
kim  the  dhraghis  fo  ktndiy  prom)ftd« 
And  w«  parted  with  9-eac  profi^f^i 
•f  mutual  efteemj  my  beloved  putting 
up  vows  lor  the  Afccefs  of  hirgmerou« 
mediation. 

When  I  latumed  frorti  attending  the 
capiarn  down  ftairs,  which  I  diid  to  the 
oufrnrard-dodr,  my  bdoved  met  me  as  1 
entered  the  dinin^.room)  conlptaceiffcy 
nigniitg  in  every  lovely  Astute. 

'You  fee  me  zlraiAy,*Ji$idJhi,  *  ano- 
'  ther  creacare*    You  know  nor,  Mr< . 

*  Lovelace,  how  near  my  heart-  this 

*  hoped-for  recoAciliafioa  is.     I  am 

*  aow  willing  to  baaUh  every  difagree- 

*  abje  remembrance.  Yo«  know  not| 
'  Sir,  how  much  yotf  hare  eibltgcdaie. 

*  And^  Oh,  Mr.  I^vdaee,  how  happy 
«  (kaH  t  be,  wheit  my  hears  is  liglrttn^ 

*  firam  the  alhftnking  weigbc  of  a  fa^ 

*  tber't  eu^fel  When  my  dear  manr- 

*  mti^Yon  dant  know,  Sir,  half  tht 
**  eatelkncest  of  my  dear  mamma !  and 
f  vpbtt  ft  kind  kaart  (b«  haa,  when  It  i$ 


«  lef^  to  Miow  h*s  oahl  iifipuJ!fes«4» 

<  When  this  blefled  mamma  fllall  onoa 

*  more  fold  me  to  her  indulgent  bo«. 

*  fomi  When  I  tiall  again  have  unciea 

<  and  aunts,  and  a  brother  and  iifter^ 
'  ail  ftmingwhoikall  /bewmoftktnd*i 

*  nefs  and  ravour,  to  the  poor  oUtcaft^ 

*  then  M9  mn  an  outclft— And  yoUf, 
'  Mr.  Lovehce,  to  behoklall  this^aml 

*  to  be  received  into  a  fsmily  fo  dear  ttf 

*  me,  with  welcome-^What  though  a 

*  little  cold  at  flrft?  when  they  come 

*  to  know  you  better,  and  to  fee  yoil 
'  oftener,  no  frefli  cauies  of  difguftoc- 

*  currinff,  and  you,  as  I  hope,  hatine 

*  eftieted  upon  a  new  eoorfle,  all  will 

*  be  warmer  and  Warmer  love  on  both 

*  fides,  till  etery-one  will  perhaps  won- 
'  der,  bow  th^  came  to  let  thenl&ltei 

*  againft  yon.^ 

Then  drying  her  tears  With  Her  hand** 
kerchief,  after  a  few  moiMau  povfii^f 
on  a  Anlden,  as  if  recolleAing  thatfha 
had  been  lad  by  her  joy  to  an  expreffiots 
of  if  which  (he  had  not  intendadi  (hould 
iise,  iterrtired  to  her  ahamber  with  pra^ 
Cipitatiott;  leaving  me  almoft  as  un^ 
able  to  ftand  it  as  herfidf. 

In  fhort,  I  was — I  want  words  to  bf 
how  t  waS'^My  nofe  had  been  joade  to 
tin^beforei  my  eyts  have  before  bant 
inad«  to  giiAen  by  this  (bol-movsng 
beauty;  but  h  tjery  roach  aAr^led,  I 
never  was-^fer,  trying  So  check  my 
fen^bility,  it  Was  too  ftrofig  for  me# 
and  I  iirtti  (bbbe(>->-Yes,  by  mv  fiml,  I 
Mdibly  fobbed,  and  was  forceti  to  tont 
from  her  befcfre  (be  had  well  finiihoi . 
her  affecting  fpeech. 

I  want,  methinks,  now  I  have  owned 
the  odd  fenlation,  to  deferibv  it  to  thee«-4 
The  thing  was  io  ftrange  to  me^Some* 
thinr choaking,  as  it  were^  in  my  throat 
—I  know  not  bow— Vet,  I  mm  neada  ^ 
fay,  though  I  am  out  of  countenance 
upon  the  recollefticn,  that  there  wai 
fomeihing  very  prc^tty  in  it ;  and  I  With 
I  could  know  it  again,  that  I  might  have 
a  more  peffe6t  idka  of  ir,  and  be  betttt 
able  to  defcrlbe  it  to  thee.  x 

J^ixi  this  tft^B.  of  her  joy  on  Aicb  aA 
occaAon  gives  me  a  high  notion  of  what 
that  virtue  muft  be*  [What  other  namd 
can  I  call  it?]  whkh  m  a  mind  ia  ea« 
p&ble  of  del^ate  tranfport,  ihoatd  be 
able  to  make  fo  charrnii^  a  crbature^  ift 
her  very  bloom,  all  fro«  and  fnow  te 
every  advance  of  love  ff  ofti  the  mart  (he 
hates  not.  This  rtMft  be  all  from  ecUv^ 
a«^atoo^Mtt(tifnos^Bafi^d?  CtA 
4  E  a  iducation 
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MtcMttoM  htvt  Jftrongcr  force  in  a  wo- 
jiian*»  heart  than  natitref^^Sxxn  it  can- 
jiot.  But  if  it  can,  how  entirely  right 
are  parents  to  cultivate  their  daughters 
sainda,  and  to  infpire  theni  with  no-  , 
tions  of  referYe  and  diftance  to  our  fex; 
and  indeed  to  make  them  think  highly 
of  their  own!  For  pride  is  an  excelleut 
ibbftitttte»  let  me  tell  tbee»  whcrtf  virtue 
Ihines  not  6ut,  as  the  fun>  in  it's  own 
unborrowed  luftre* 


LETTER    LL 

MR.    LOVBLACE,    TO   JOHN   BBL- 
FOUDy  ESq. 

AN  D  now  it  is  time  to  confefs,  (and 
yet  I  know  that  thy  conje£lure$ 
are  aforehandwitb  myexpofition)  that 
this  Captain  Tomlinfon,  who  is  fo  great 
a  favourite  with  mv  charmer,  and  who 
takes  fo  much  delight  in  healing  breach- 
es, and  reconciling  differences,  is  nei- 
tber  a  greater  man  nor  a  lefs,  than  ho- 
neft  Patrick  M'Donald,  attended  by  a 
difcarded  footman  of  his  own  finding 
out. 

Thou  knoweft  what  a  various- lifed 
rafcal  he  is ;  and  to  what  better  hopes 
born  and  educated.  But  that  ingenious 
knack  of  forgery,  for  which  he  was  ex- 
pelled the  Dublin  univerfity,  and  a, 
-detcAion  iince  in  evidencelhip,  have 
been  his  ruin.  For  theie  have  thrown 
him  from  one  country  to  another ^  and 
at  laft,  into  the  way  of  life,  which  would 
make  him  a  fit  hufband  for  Mifs  Howe's 
Townfcnd  with  her  contrabands.  He 
is,  thou  knowelt,  admirably  qualified 
for  any  enterprize  tha^  requires  adroit- 
ness and  folemnity.  And  can  there, 
after  all,  be  a  higher  piece  of  juftice, 
than  to  keep  one  fmuggler  ii^  readinefs* 
<o  play  againft  another  ? 

*  Well,,  but,  Lovelace/  (methinki 
thou  queftioneii)  '  how  cameft  thou  to 

*  venture  upon  fuch  a  contrivance  iis 

*  this,  when,  as  thou  hall  told  me,  the 
'  lady  ufed  to  be  a  month'  at  a  time  at 
<  this  uncle's ;  and  mud,  therefore,  in 

*  all  probability,  know,  that  there  was 
f  not  a  Captain  Tomlinfon  in  all  the 

*  neighbourhoods  at  leaft  no  one  of  the 
5  name  fo  innmate  with  bimi  as  this 

*  man  pretends  to  be  ?* 

This  objtflion.  Jack,  is  fo  natural  a 
one,  that  I  could  not  help  observing  to 
viycharmeri  thn Qir mm furcl/ iSiYC 


heard  her  nncle  fpcak  of  this  eiAttlc' 
man.  *  No/ fliefaid,flie  never  bad.  Be- 
fides  flie  had  not  been  at  her  uncle  Har- 
lowers  for  near  ten  months,  [This  I  had 
bear4  b*r  fm  heforf:^  and  there  wene 
feveral  gentlemen  whouicd  the  fame 
green,  whom  (he  knew  not. 

We  are  all  verv  ready,  thou  knoweft, 
to  believe  what  me  likes. 

And  what  .was  the  reafon,  thinkeft 
diou,  that  (he  had  not  been  of  fo  long 
a  time  at  this  uncle*s  >— Why,  this  old 
finner,  who  imagines  himfelf  entitled 
to  eall\me  to  account  for  mv  freedoms 
with  the  fez,  has  lately  fallen  into  fa- 
miliarities, as  it  is  fufpefled,  with  hia 
,houfekeeper|  who  a(rumes  airs  u|>oa 
it.^-Acurfed  deluding  fex  !---In  youth, 
middle-age,  or  dotage,  they  take  us 
all  in. 

.  Doft  thou  not  fee,  however,  that  diia 
housekeeper  knows  nothing,  nor  is  to 
kno^  any-thioR,  of  the  treaty  t>f  re- 
conciliation.deUgned  to  be  fet  on  foot; 
and  therefore  the  uncle  always  comes  to 
the  oaptain,  the  captain  goes  not  to  the 
uncle  >  And  this  I  furmifed  to  the  lady. 
And  then  it  was  a  natural  fuggeftion, 
that  the  captain  was  the  rather  applied 
to,  as  he  is  a  (banger  to  the  reft  of  the 
family— Need  I  tell  thee  the  meaning 
of  all  this? 

But  this  intrigue  of  the  Oncitnt  is  a 
piece  of  private  hiilory,  the  truth  of 
which  my  beloved  cares  not  to  own, 
and  indeed  zfie€ts  to  di(believe :  as  (he 
does  alfo  fome  puifny  gallantries  of  her 
fooli(h  brother)  which,  by  way  of  re- 
crimination, I  have  hinted  at,  without 
naming  my  informant  in  their  family. 

<  Well  but,'  methinks  thou  quef- 
tioneft  again,  <  is  it  not  probable  that 

*  Mifs  Howe  will  make  enquiry  after 

*  fuch  a  man  as  Tomlinfon  ?— -And 
^*  when  (he  cannot-*— * 

I  know  what  thouwould((  fay— But 
I  have  no  doubt,  that  Wilfon  will  be 
fo  good,  if  I  defire  it,  as  to  give  into 
my  own  hands  any  letter  that  may  be 
brought  by  Collins  to  bis  houfe,  tor  a 
week  to  come.  And  now  I  hope  thou 
art  fatis(ied. 

I  will  conclude  with  a  (hort  ftory* 
Two  neighbouring,  fovereigns  were 
at  war  together,  about  fome  pitiful 
chuck-farthing  thing  or  other;  no  mat^ 
W  what)  fir  the  leaft  triftes  nviUJet 
i^fVr/  amd  tb'ddrin  at  Uggerheads, 
Their  armies  had  been  drawn  up.  in 
h^tu^ift  ^.M  fbyi|  aiid  the  news  of  a 

dcci£fe 


CLARISSA  WARLOWS. 


^cifiire  aAion  wa$  «xpcfted  every  hour 
to  arrive  at  each  court.  At  laft,  Sflue 
was  joined  ^  a  bloody  battle  was  fought ) 
anil  a  fellow  who  had  been  a  fpeftator  of 
it,  arriving,  with  the  ncwi  of  a  com  pleat 
vi^oryiatibe  capital  of  one  of  the  princes 
ibme  time  before  the  appointed  couriers, 
the  bells  were  fet  a  ringing,  bonfires 
and  illuminations  were  made,  and  the 
people  went  to  bed  intoxicated  with  )oy 
a^id  good  liquor.  But  the  next  day  all 
was  reverfed:  the  vidorious  enemy, 
purfuing  his  advantage,  was  expelled 
every  hour  at  the  gates  of  the  almoU 
^  defencelefs  capital.  The  firft  reporter 
was  hereupon  fought  for,  and  found  j. 
and  being  queftioned,  pleaded  a  great 
deal  of  merit,  in  that  he  had,  in  fo  dif- 
mal  a  fituation,  taken  fuch  a  fpace  of 
time  from  the  diftrefs  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  and  given  it  to  feftivity,  as  were 
the  hours  between  the  falfe  good  news 
and  the  real  bad. 

Do  thou,  Belford,  make  the  applica- 
tion. This  I  know,  that  I  have  given 
greater  )oy  to  my  beloved,  than  flie  had 
thought  would  fo  foon  fall  to  her  (hare. 
And  as  the  human  life  is  properlv  faid 
to  be  chequer-work,  no  doubt  but  a 
peritbn  of  her  priidence  will  make  the 
beft  of  it,  and  fet  off  I'o  much  good 
againft  fo  much  bad,  in  order  to  firike 
as  juft  a  balance  as  poflTible. 

»^  7'be  Uufyt  in  three  fe*vtral  letter s,  ac^ 
quaintj  her  friend  ixjitb  the  moft 
material  pajfages  and  connjerfattons 
contained  in  thofe  of  Mr,  Lovelace 
preceding,  Tbefe  are  her  <wordj,  on 
r elating  nvhat  the  commij/ion  of  the 
fntended  Tomlinfon  nvas,  after  the 
apprehenfions  that  his  dijiant  en- 
quiry had  given  hen 

«  At  laft,  my  dear,  all  thefe  doubts 

<  and  fears  were  cleared  up,  and  ba- 

*  niihedj  and,  in  their  place,  a  delight- 

*  ful  profpc^  was  opened  to  me.     For 

*  it  comes  happily  out,  (but  at  prefent 
«  it  OTuft  be  an  abfolute  fecrcr,  for  rca- 

*  fons  which  I  (hall  mention  in  the  fe- 
^  quel)  tba^t  the  gentleman  was  fent  by 

*  my' uncle  Hariowe,  fl  thought  he 
«  could  not  be  angry  with  me  for  ever:  ] 
^  all  owing  p  the  converfation  that 

<  pafled  between  your  godd  Mr.  Hick- 
«  m^n  and  hiifi*     For  although  Mr. 

<  Hi^kman*s  application  was  too  harlh- 
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'  lyre)e£kedatthetime,niyuncltcou(l 
*'  not  but  think  better  of  it  afterwards^ 

*  and  of  the  arguments  that  worthy 

*  gentleman  ufed  in  my  favour. 
'  Who,  upon  a  paflionate  repulie^ 

*  would  defpair  of  having  a  reafonable 

*  requcft  granted  >— Who  would  not, 

*  by  gentlenefs  and  condefcenii^n,  en- 
<  deavour  to  leave  favourable  imprcT- 

*  iaons  upon  an  angry  mind^  which, 

*  when  it  comes  coolly  to  refled,  mUf 

*  induce  it  to  work  itfelf  into  a  condc^ 

*  fcending  temper  ?  To  requeft  a  fa- 
'  vour,  as  I  have  often  faid,  is  ona 

*  thinff}  to  challenge  it  as  our  due,  ia 
^  another.    And  what  right  has  a  pe-/ 

*  titioner  to  be  angry  at  a  repulfe,  if  he 

*  has  not  a  right  to  demand  what  he 

*  fuesfor  as  zdeht?* 

Shi  defcribes  Captain  TomlinfoMf  em 
bis  breakfafl  'vifit^  t&  be^  a  grtire 
good  fort  of  a  roan .  And  in  wf" 
ther  placif  a  genteel  man,  of  gfcaB 
gravity,  and  a  good  afpeA{  flie 
believes  upwards  of  fifty  years  of 
age.  <  I  liked  him,*y^/J^f,  *  at 
*  foon  as  I  faw  him.* 

As  her  proJpeSls  are  m*w,  ms  fie  fays  ^ 
more  fanjourable  than  heret^for£^ 
Jbe  ivi/besy  that  her  hopes  of  Mr.' 
Lovelace's  fo-often-promifed  re- 
formation were  better  grounded 
than  (he  is  a(raid  they  can  be. 

*  We  have  both  been  extremely 
puzzled,  my  dcM^^  fays /he^  *  to  re- 
concile ibme  parts  of  Mr.  Lovelace's 
character  with  other  parts  of  it:,  hia 
good  with  his  bad;  fuch  of  the  former 
in  particular,  as,  his  generosity  to 
his  tenants;  his  bounty  to  the  inn- 
keeper's daughter;  his  readmefs  ta 
put  me  upon  doing  kind  things  by 
my  good  Norton,  and  others. 

*  A  ilrange  mixture  in  his  mind,  aa 
I  have  told  him!  For  he  is  certainly 
(as  I  have  reafon  to  fay,  looking  bacc 
upon  his  paft  behaviour  to  me  in 
twenty  inftances)  a  bard-hearted  man, 

'  Indeed,  my  dear,  /  ha*ue  thought 
•  more  than  once,  that  he  had  rather  fee 
'•  mt  in  tears f  than  gi*ve  me  reafon  to 
'  be  pleafed  ivitb  him. 

«  My  coufin  Morden  fays,  that  free 
^  livers  are  remorfelefs  •.  And  fo  they 
'  muft  be  in  the  very  nature  of  things* 


•  See  page  4^6.    See  alfo  Mr.  Lovfbce's  own  cqpfeflioa  of  the  delight  he  tikes  ia  a 
I'fi  cca»j  in  diffcrsnt  pares  of  his  ie^^rcrs. 

'Mr. 
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*  Mr.  Cdv^sM  U  t  protKl  man. 
We  have  bdih  long  ag^obferted,  that 
lie  is.  AncF  I  am  trul^  afraid,  that 
his  very  gerterofity  is  mofe  owing  to 
his  ^rMr  and  his  ^aniif,  than  that  pbi- 
imaknp  (Ihall  I  call  it  f }  which  (fif. 
iiiigftiimes  a  beneficent  mind. 

*  Money  he  valves  not,  bot  as  a 
means  to  fbpport  his  pride  and  his 
iodeiMndenoe.  And  it  is  eafy,  a»  I 
bavo  often  thought,  for  a  perlbn  to 
nart  with  zf$€%nimry  appetite,  when, 
by  ib  doing,  he  can  promote  or  gra- 
tify a/r/. 

*'  I  am  afraidj  my  dear,  that  there 
ai»i^hav«  been  Ibme  fault  in  his  edu- 
cation; Hisnarttral  bras  was  not,  I 
fancjTr  fvAeiently  attended  to.  He 
was  inftru6led,  perhaps  (as  bis  power 
was  likely  to  be  large)  to  do  eood  and 
be«e6cant  a6lions;  but  not,  I  doubt> 
from  proper  mofi*ues, 

*  If  he  body  his  generosity  would 
not  iuiva  ftopt  at  fridet  hut  would 
have  Riuck  into  humanity^  and  then 
wottkt  he  no!  have  contented  himfelf 
with  doing  praife- worthy  things  by 
fits'and  ftarts,  or,  as  if  relying  on  the 
do£lrineof  merits,  he  hoped  by  a  good 
alkioti  to  alone  for  a  bad  one*)  but 
he  would  have  been  unifoi*mly  no- 
ble, and  done  the  good  for  it*s  onun 
fake. 

*  O  mydearf  what  a  lot  hare  I  drawn! 
Pr'idi  thts  poor  man's  iHrtrte\  and 
re^engeh\%  other  predominating  qua- 
lity'.—Tbis  one  confolation,  how- 
ever, remains:  he  is  not  an  infidel^ 
and  unbeliever;  had  he  been  an  f>- 
fidett  there  woald  hate  been  no  room 
at  all  ibr  hope  of  him;  but  (priding 
himielf,  as  he  does,  in  his  fertile  in- 
vention) he  would  have  been  utterly 
abtndoaed,  irreclaimable,  and  a  fa- 
▼agi»/ 

Upturn  fir  eom&i  to  rektU  thofe  ocea- 
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jtoas,  'Ufbiet  Mf.  tvotUxe  hiUf 
narrative  aekno^U4gfs  bimfilf  to 
be  affeQed  hy^  fie  tbia  exprigis 
herfelft 

*  He  endeatoured,  at  once  before,  to 

*  conceal  his  emotion.  But  why,  my 
^  dear,  (hould  thefemen  (for  Mr.  Love- 
^  lace  is  not  fingular  m  thiO  think 

*  themfelves  above  giving  thefe  beau- 

*  tiful  proofs  of  a  feeling  heart  f  Wenf 

*  It  in  my  power  again  to  chofe,  or  to 
''  refufe,  I  would  re}e£l  the  man  with 
'  contempt,  whofbitght  to  fupprefs,or 

*  oflered  to  denv,  the  power  of  being 
«  vifibhr  affected  upon  proper  occafions, 

*  as  eitner  a  favage -hearted  creature,  or 

*  as  one  who  was  (b  ignorant  of  the 
*"  principal  glory  of  the  human  nature, 
*"  as  to  place  his  pride  in  a  barbaroaa 

*  infcnttbility. 

«  Thefe  lines trandated  from  Juvenal 

*  bjfMr.Tate^Ihavebeenofttnplealfal 
'  with:' 

'«  Cempaffion  prtftr  to  SMttlinf  appears  t 
«  Which  t^stare  witBefi*d,  when  fl»  knt  •< 

*^  tean. 
**  Of  tender  feothneatswa  only  ^se 
**  Thefe  prooftrs^ weep  it  o«MpieiQ|si^l 
^  Te  fliew  by  pttykig  loeksy  sad  aicki^g 

"  cytt, 

**  How  with  a  fufTring  friend  we  fympachise. 
*'  Who  can  all  fenfe  of  others  ills  efcape^ 

*  ««  Is  but  a  brute  at  beft,  in  kuaan  ihape.^* 

'  It  cannot  btt  yield  me  fome  ^lea- 
^  fure,    hardly  as  I  have  fometimea 

*  thought  of  the  people  of  the  h'ouft, 
«  that  fuch  a  good  man  as  Cantain 
'  Tomlinfon  had  fpoken  well  of  them, 

*  upon  enquiry. 

'  And  here  I  ftop  a  minute,  my  dear^ 

*  to  receive,  hi  fancy,  your  kind  con- 
<  gratulation. 

'  My  next,  I  hope,  will  confirm  mv 
^  prefeot,  and  open  (till  more  agreeabit 
'  proipe^ts.     Mean  time  be  aifuredi 


.  *  That  the  lady  judges  nghtlv  of  him  in  thi^  place,  fee  Vol.  I,  p.  lOS,  109.  nfbere^ 
^fiog  thfl  motive  fbr  his  ^nerufity  to  his  Rofcbud,  he  Uy%^^*  As  I  make  it  my  rule,  ivfaeo- 

*  ever  1  hav«  committed  a  very  capital  enormity,  tor  do  fome  good  by  way  of  atraeaieat) 
<  and  as  1  believe  I  am  a  pretty  deal  indebted  on  that  (core;  I  intend  to  join  an  hundM 

*  pounds  to  Johmly^s  Aiint*s  huiidied  pounds,  to  make  oae  innocent  coople  lMppy«*«*IMIes 
which  motive,  he  had  a  further  view  tiranfwet  in  that  iafbnce  at  his  gerieMNy)  asasay 
be  feen  Vol.  n.  Letters  XXV.  XXVI.  XX VIL    Sw  alfo  tke  Note  Tok,  li;  p»  na6. 

To  (hew  tht  confillence  of  his  adtioos/  as  they  now  appear^  wieStk  hit  viane  an^piimlpir^ 
n  he  lays  tBtm  down  in  hh/tfi  LfferSf  it  may  aoi  bs  aaufii  a»f«(er  the  leades  to  hie  Let* 
fitri.  Vol.  I.  Numb.  XXXIV.  XXXV. 

See  alfo  Vol.  I.  pt  90— 9i.-.-and  p.  j%^  for  Clari(ra*a  early  opinion  of  Mr.  Lovdace. 
—-Whence  the  coldneU  knd  iodifterence  u»  hiaii  which  he  £»  sepeasedlf  ■— >■  kto'V, 
«iU  be  acGouAted  for,  more  to  btr  glory^  tha^to  bit  hftiffiir* 

f  4»» 
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9  tW  there  cannot  pofliHly  anv  eood 

*  fortune  befai  me,  which  I  ihailTook 

<  upon  «ith  equal  delight  to  that  i  have 

*  in  your  frtendfliip. 

*  My  thankful  compliments  to  ypur 

*  ^ood  Mr.  HtckmaUj  to  whofe  kind 

<  intervention  I  am  fo  much  obliged  on 

*  thit  occafion,  conclude  me,  m^  deaveft 
'  Mifs  H^we,  your  imir-ajftBimat^ 
«  tmdirattful 

'  Cl.  Haklows.' 


LETTER   LII. 

Ml.  LOVELACE,    TO  JOHN  «11- 
tOtiD,  «S<^ 

TVVIOAY,  MAT  ^O. 

IHave  a  letter  from  Lord  M.  Such 
an  one  as  I  would  wifti  for,  if  I  in« 
tended  matrimony.  But  as  matters  are 
circtim (lanced,  I  cannot  think  of  Ibcw* 
ing  it  to  my  beloved. 

My  lord  regrets,  that  be  is  not  to  be 
thcrlady*s  nuptial  father.  He  (etms  ap» 
prehenfive  that  I  have  ftill,  fpecious  as 
my  reafons  are,  fome  mifehief  in  my 
head. 

He  gracioufly  confents,  that  I  nMy 
marry  when  J  pleafe;  and  offiers  one  or 
both  of  my  couiins  to  aflift  my  bride,  and 
to  fupport  her  rpirits  on  the  occafionj 
^nce,  as  he  underftands,  iheisfo  much 
fifraid  to  venture  with  me. 

Pritchard,  he  tells  me,  has  his  final 
'  orders  to  draw  up  deeds  for  afligning 
over  to  me.  in  perpetuity  looo/.  firfiH' 
nuM\  which  he  will  execute  the  iame 
hour  that  the  lady  in  perfon  owns  her 
marriage. 

He  confents,  that  the  joiotore  be 
made  from  my  own  eftate. 

He  wiOies  that  the  lady  would  have 
accepted  of  his  draught;  and  coamnends 
me  for  tendering  it  to  her.  But  re* 
protches  me  for  pride  in  not  keeping  it 
myfclfi  *  fn^M  the  right  JUU  givts  up^ 
•  the  Ufii  he  fiiyi,  <  tiutf  hi  %b<  biUtr 

The  girls,  the  Ufi-fiM  girls,   he 


'  Wit^  aH  my  beait.  If  I  can  have 
m^^ClariQi,  the  devil  take  erery-thiag 

•  AMod^alofmherftvlfwrlle^the 
ftupidpecri  fcribMkig  ki  feveral  ahMee 
kalf  a  d97eQ  linesj  apparently  tor  no 
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other  reaibn,  bat  to  bring  In  as  aiaa^ 
mufty  words  in  an  old  faw. 
-  If  thou  afkeft,  How  I  can  manage, 
linoe  my  beloved  will  wander,  chat  I 
have  not  an  anfwerfrorh  my  lord  to  (ijeJi 
a  letter  as  I  wrote  to  him;  and  if  I  ow* 
I  have  one,  will  expeft  that  t  fliouU 
ihew  it  to  her,  as  1  did  my  letter  ?•«* 
This  I  anfwer— That  I  can  be  informi- 
cd  by  Pritchard,  that  my  lord  has  tha 
gout  in  his  fight -hand;  and  has  ordeiYd 
him  to  attend  me  in  form,  for  my  paf« 
ticular  orders  about  the  transfers  and 
I  can  lee  Pritchard,  thou  knowaft^ 
at  the  King's  Arms,  or  wherever  I 

Sieafe,  la  an  hour's  nuarmng\  th^mgh 
thttUM,  HaUy  I  in  io-jm\  and  he,  br 
word  of  mouth,  can  acquaint  me  vrith 
every- thing  in  my  lord's  X^xtxibatm 
Hiceffmyfor  mf  charmer  to  ktrnw, 

whenever  it  ibtts  ofie,  /  tmn  njhn 
thi  Mt€er  la  bisVigbt.band^  and  thea 
can  make  him  vsrite  a  much  more  fes- 
fible  letter  than  this-  that  he  has  ao«r 
fent  me. 

Thou  knoweft,  that  an  adroitnefs  \m 
the  art  of  manual  imitation,  was  one  of 
my  e<irlieft  attainments,  jt  haa  bcea 
faid,  on  this  occafion,  that  had  I  bectt 
a  had  man  in  mium  and  tuum  matters^ 
J  fliould  not  have  been  fit  to  live*  Aa 
to  the  girls,  we  hold  it  no  fin  to  cheat 
them.  And  are  we  not  told,  that  ia 
being  nvoii  deceivid  confifts  the  whole 
of  human  happinefs  f 

WSDHltpAT,  MAT^I. 

'  All  ftill  hazier  and  happier.  A 
▼ery  high  honour  done  me:  a  chariac, 
inftead  of  a  coach,  permitted,  puipolely- 
t(f  indulge  me  in  the  fub;e£t  ot  fab<r 
je6^8. 

Our  difcourfe  in  this  fweet  airing 
turned  upon  our  future  manner  of  life. 
The  day  1  s  bafiif u  1  ly  proni  Ccd  me.  Som 
was  the  anfwer  to  my  repeated  urgency. 
Our  equipage,  our  fervants,  oar  live- 
ries, were  parts  of  the  delightful  Aib- 
jtSt.  A  defire  that  the  wretch  who  had 
given  me  intelligence  out  of  the  ft^ 
mily  (honeft  Jofeph  Leman)  mi^ht  not 
be  one  of  our  menials;  and  her  refola* 
tioatohave  her  faithful  Hanoahy  wha* 
ther  recovered  or  not:  were  fignifiedi 
and  both  as  readily  affeosed  to. 

Her  wi(hes,  from  my  attentive  behi* 
viour,  whea  with  her  at  St.  Paul's  % 
that  I  would  often  accompafiy  her  to 


«  See  Volt  in<  p«  44T* 


tht 


59^ 


CLAltlSSA    HARLOWl^. 


the  diTine  (errice,  were  gently  intima- 
ted, and  as  readily  engaged  for.  I  af- 
fared  her,  that  I  ever  had  refpeAed  the 
clergy  in  a  body;  and  fome  indiTiduals 
of  tnem  (her  Dr.  Lewen  for  one)  high- 
ly: and  that  were  not  going  to  church 
sn  aft  of  religion,  I  thought  it  [at  I 
told  thee  once  *}  a  moft  a^eeable  iight 
to  £!e  rich  and  poor,  all  of  a  company ^ 
at  I  might  fay,  aifembled  once  a  week 
in  one  place,  and  each  in  hi»orher  beft 
attire,  to  worfltip  the  God  that  made 
ihem.  Nor  could  it  be  a  hardfliip  upon 
a  man  liberally  educated,  to  make  om 
OA  fo  felemn  an  occaiion,  and  to  hear 
the  harangue  of  a  man  of  letters  (though 
far  from  being  the  principal  part  of  the 
ftrvioe,  as  it  is  too  generally  looked 
upon  to  be)  whofe  (hidiet  having  taken 
a  different  turn  from  his  own,  he  muft 
always  hare  foroething  new  to  fay. 

She  ihook  her  head,  and  repeated  the 
word  n^nu:  but  looked  as  if  willing  to 
be  iatisfied  for  the  prefcnt  with  this  an- 
fwer.  To  be  furc.  Jack,  fhe  means  to 
do  great  defpight  to  his  Satanick  ma- 
jffty  in  .her  hopes  of  reforming  me. 
Jio  wonder  therefore  if  \if.  exerts  him- 
felf  to  prevent  her,  and  to  be  revenged 
—But  how  came  this  in?— lam  ever 
of  party  again  (I  myfelf. — One  day,  I 
fancy,  I  fliall  hate  mylelf  on  recoUrft- 
ing  what  I  am  about  at  this  inftant. 
But  I  maft  Itay  till  then.  We  muft  all 
of  us  do  fomething  to  repent  of. 

The  reconciliation -prolpeft  was  en- 
larsred  upon.  If  her  uncle  Harlowe 
will  but  pave  the  way  to  it,  and  rf  it 
can  be  brought  about,  ihe  shall  be 
bappy.— Happy,  with  a  iigh,  as  it  is 
mowp^Ujhe  cdn  be  i 

She  won't  forbear.  Jack! 

I  told  bei-,  that  I  had  'heard  from 
Prttchard,  juft  before  we  fet  out  on  our 
airing,  and  expefted  him  in  town  to- 
morrow from  Lord  M.  to  take  my  di- 
reftions.  I  fpoke  wi  ih  gratitude  of  my 
lord^s  kindnefs  to  me;  and  with  plea- 
fareof  Lady  Sarah's,  Lady  Betty's,  and 
my  two  couiins  Montagues  veneration 
for  her:  and  alfo  of  his  loi-dftiip's  con- 
cern that  his  gout  hindered  him  from 
iwriiing  a  reply  <witb  bis  own  baud  to 
my  lafi. 

She  pitied  mv  lord.  She  pitied  poor 
Mrs.  Fretchville  too;  for  (he  had  the 
goodoeia  to  enquire  after  her.    The 


dear  creature  pitied  every-body  that 
feemed  to  want  pity.  Happy  in  her 
own  profpeAs,  ihe  bad  leifuretolook 
abroad,  and  wtihes  every -body  equally 
happy. 

It  is  likely  to  go  very  bard  with  Mre. 
Vretchville,  Her  face,  which  ihe  had 
valued  berfelf  upon,  will  be  utterly 
ruined.  This  good,  however,  as  I 
could  not  but  obferve,  the  may  reap 
froBi  (6  great  an  evil.— As  the  greater 
malady  generally  fwallows  up  the  left, 
file  may  have  a  erief  on  this  o^cafion, 
that  may  diminim  the  other  grief,  and 
make  it  tolerable. 

I  bad  a  gentle  reprimand  for  this  li^fit 
turn  on  fo  heavy  an  evil— For  what  was 
the  lofs  of  beautv  to  the  loft  of  a  good 
hulband  ? — ^Excellent  creature  \ 

Her  hopes  (and  her  pkaibre  opoa 
thofe  hopes)  that  Mifs  Howe's  mother 
would  be  i-eeonciled  to  her,  were  alfo 
mentioned.  Good  Mrs .  Howe  was  her 
word,  for  a  woman  fo  covetoue,  and 
fo  remorfeleis  in  her  covetoufnefs,  that 
no  one  elfe  wil  1  call  her  good.  But  this 
dear  creature  has  foch  an  ex  ten  (ion  in 
her  love,  as  to  be  capable  of  valuing 
the  moft  infignificant  animal  related  to 
thofe  whom  (he  refpeAt.  <  Love  jir, 
*  amd  bwt  my  dog^^  I  have  heard  Lord 
M.  fay.-— Who  knows,  but  that  I  may 
in  time,  in  compliment  to  myfelf, 
bring  her  to  think  well  of  tbee^  Jack  ? 

But  what  am  I  about  ?  Am  I  not  all 
this  time  arraigning  my  own  heart  ?^I 
knovf  I  am,  by  the  remdrfe  I  feel  in  it, 
while  my  pen  bears  teftimony  to  her  ex- 
cellence. But  yet  I  muft  add,  (for 
no  felfifti  confideration  fiiall  hinder  roe 
from  doing  juftice  to  this  admirable 
creattire)  Uiat  in  this  converfation  ihe 
demonftrated  fo  much  prudent  know* 
ledge  in  every- thing  that  relates  to  that 
part  of  the  domeftick  management 
which  falls  under  the  care  of  a  mifbeis 
of  a  family»  that  I  believe  ihe  has  no 
equal  of  hen  years  in  the  world« 

But,  indeed,  1  know  not  the  fub}ed 
on  which  (he  does  not  talk  with  admi- 
rable dtfttnAionj  xnibmuch  that  could 
I  but  get  over  my  prejudices  a^inft 
matrimony,  and  refolve  to  walk  in  the 
dull  beaten  path  of  my  anceftors,  I 
ihould  be  the  Jiappieft  of  men— And 
if  I  cannot,  perhaps  I  niay  be  ten 
timet  more  to  be  pitied  than  ihe* 
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My  heart,  my  heart,  Belford*  is  not 
to  he  trufled'^l  break  off,  to  re-penife 
ibffle  of  Mifs  Howe^s  virulence. 

#        # 
Cursed   letters,   thefc   of  Mifs 
Howe,  Jack ! — Do  thou  turn  back  to 
thofe  of  mine,  where  I  take  notice  of 
them— >I  proceed. 

Upon  the  whole,  nw  charmer  was 
all  gentlenefs,  all  ea(e,  all  fcrenity,' 
throughout  this  fweet  excurfion.  Nor 
had  £e  reafon  to  be  otherwife:  for  it 
being  the  firft  time  that  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  her  company  alone,  I  was  re- 
folved  to  encourage  her,  by  my  refpeft- 
fulnefs,  to  repeat  the  ftwour. 

On  our  return,  I  found  the  counfel- 
lor^s  clerk  waiting  for  me,  with  a 
draught  of  the  marriage- fettlements. 

They  are  drawn,  with  only  the  ne- 
ceflTary  variations,  from  thofe  made  for 
my  mother.  The  original  of  which, 
(now  returned  by  the  counfellor)  as 
well  as  the  new  draughts,  I  have  put 
into  my  beloved's  hands. 

'Thefe  fettlements  of  my  mother 
made  the  lawyer^s  work  eafy;  nor  can 
ihe  have  a  better  precedent;  the  great 
Lord  S.  having  fettled  them,  at  the  re- 

3ueft  of  my  mother's  relations;  all  the 
ifierence,  my  charmer's  are  lool./rr 
annum  more  tnan  my  mother's. 

I  offered  to  read  to  her  the  old  deed, 
^hile  ihe  looked  over  the  draught;  for 
ihe  had  refufed  her  prefence  at  the  exa- 
mination with  the  clerk:  but  thia  ihe 
aifo  declined. 

I  fuppofe  ihe  did  not  care  to  hear  of 
ib  many  children,  firft,  fecond,  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh  fons, 
and  as  many  daughters,  to  be  begotten 
upon  tbe  body  of  toe  faid  Clarija  Har- 
loive. 

Charming  matrimonial  recitativoes ! 
•—though  it  is  always  faid  lawfully  be- 
gptten  too— Aa  if  a  man  could  beget 
children  unUtwfuUy  upon  the  Body  of 
his  own  wife.— But  tninkefi  thou  not 
that  theie  arch  rogues  the  lawyers  here- 
by intimate,  that  a  man  may  have  chil- 
dren by  his  wife  before  marriage?— 
This  muil  be  what  they  mean.  Why 
will  theie  flv  fellows  put  an  honeft  man 
in  mind  of  ftich  rogueries ^^-But  hence, 
as  in  numberlefs  other  inftances,  we 
iee,  that  lanv  and  gofpel  are  two  ver/ 
different  things. 

Dorcaa,  in  ourabfence,  tried  to  get 
at  the  wainfcot-box  in  the  dark  dofet. 
ButitcaliDvtbc  dpne  witbcut  vioWnce, 


591 

And  to  run  a  rifque  of  confequence 
ifO<u;,  for  mere  curiofity-fake,  would 
be  inexcufable. 

Mrs.  Sinclair  and  the  nymphs  are  all 
of  opinion,  that  I  am  now  fo  much  a 
favourite,  and  have  fuch  a  viiible  fhare 
in  her  confidence,  and  even  in  her  af« 
fe6iions,  that  I  may  do  what  I  will, 
and  plead  for  excufe  violence  of  paf- 
fion\  which,  they  will  have  it,  makes 
violence  of  ^i^iV/r  pardonable  with  their 
fex;  as  well  as  an  allowed  extenuation 
with  the  unconcerned  ofbothfexes\  and 
they  all  offer  their  helping  hands. 
•  Why  not?'  they  fay;  has  fhe  not 
paffed  for  my  wife  before  them  all  ?^» 
And  W  ihe  not  in  a  fine  way  of  being 
reconciled  to  her  friends  ?  And  was 
not  the  want  of  that  reconciliation  the 
pretence  for  poftponing  the  cpnfumma- 
tion  ? 

They  again  ur^e  me,  ilnce  it  is  fo  dif- 
ficult to  make  nigbt  my  friend,  to  an 
attempt  in  the  day.  They  remind  me> 
that  the  iituation  of  their  noufe  is  fuch, 
that  no  noifes  can  be  heard  out  of  it; 
and  ridicule  me  for  making  it  necefliiry 
for  a  lady  to  be  undreffed.  It  nvas  not 
aliuwfs  fo  'with  me,  poor  old  man ! 
Sallv  told  me;  faucily  flinging  her 
handkerchief  in  my  face. 


LETTER   LIII. 

MR.  L0V9LACB,   TO   JOHN  BEL- 
^ORD,  E5<^ 

FRIDAY,   JVKK  2» 

NOtwithftanding  my  iludied-for 
politenefs  and  compkifance  for 
fome  days  paft ;  ah(i'  though  I  have 
wanted  courage  to  throw  the  maik 
quite  aiide;  yet  I  have  made  the  dear 
creature  more  than  once  look  about 
her,  by  the  warm,  though  decent  ex- 
preflion  of  m y  paflion .  I  have  brought 
her  to  own,  that  I  am  more  than  indif- 
ferent with  her :  but  as  to  L  o  v  £ ,  which 
I  preffed  her  to  acknowledge..  What 
need  of  acknofwledgmeuts  of  that  fort^ 
ivben  a  ivoman  confents  to  marrying  t 
—And  once  repulfing  me  with  dif- 
pleafure,  Tbe  proof  of  true  love  I  nvas 
i/onving  for  ber,  tvas  respect,  not 
FREEDOM.  And  offering  to  defend 
myfelf,  fhe  told  me,  that  aU  the  con- 
ception fhe  had  been  able  to  form  of  a 
faultv  paffion,  was,  that  it  muft  de* 
monlurats  itfelf  as  mine  fought  to  do. 
4.  F  I  endeax 
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.  I  endeavoured  to  ]  u  ftify  my  pafG^n^by 
laying  pvcr-delicacy  at  Jier  door.  Ovor* 
delicacy,  (he  faid,  was  not  my  fault,  if. 
it  were  berj.  She  mud  plainly  tell  me, 
that  I  appeared  to  her  incapable  of  dif- 
tiDgui(hing  what  were  the  requi'iites  of 
a  pure  mind.  Perhaps,  hgd  the  /ibiT" 
i'me  prefumption  to  imagine,  that  there 
was  no  difierence  in  btarty  nor  any  but 
vrbat  proceeded  from  diiference  oX^edu- 
cation  and  cufiam,  between  the  pure  and 
the  impure— And  y^t  cullom  alone ^  as 
ihe  obferred,  if  I  did  fo  think,  would 
make  a  fccond  nature*  as  well  in  g99d 
as  i»  b^  habits. 

I  HAVE  Juft  now  been  caUed  to  ac- 
count for  fome  innocent  liberties  which 
I  thought  myfelf  entitled  to  take  be- 
fore the  women;  as  they  fuppoie  us  to 
be  married,  and  now  within  view  of 
confummation. 

I  took  the  IcAure  very  hardly;  and 
\yith  impatience  wilhed  for  the  happy- 
day  and  hour  when  I  might  call  her  all 
my  own,  and  meet  with  no  ^heck  from 
a  nicenefir  that  had  no  example. 

She  looked  at  me  wUh  a  ba/hfiil  kind* 
of  contempt.  I  thought  it  amiemptt 
and  required  the  reafpn  for  it)  not  be- 
ing confcious  of  oiFenQC*  as  I  told  her^ 

'  This  is  not  the  firft  time,  Mr. 
'  Lovelace,'  faid  (he,  *  that  I  have  had 

*  caufe  to  be  difplcafed  with  you,  when 

*  you  J  perhaps,  have  nor  thought  your- 

*  kM  exceptionable.— But,  Sir^  Jet  mp 
'*  tell  you,  that  the  marrjed  date,   in 

*  my  eye,  is  a  ftafe  of  purity,  and'  [I 
*  tbink  ihe  told  me]  '  not  of  licentiouf- 

'  ntfs',^  fo,  at  leaft,  I  underftood  her. 

Marriage  purity t  Jack!— Very  co- 
mical, *faith— Yet,  fweet  dears,  half 
the  f«male  world-  ready  to  run  away 
with  a  rake,  becaufe  he  is  a  rake  \  and 
for  no  other  reafon;  nay,  every  other, 
reafon  againfl  their  choice  of  fuch  a 
one. 

But  have  not  you  and  I,  Bel  ford, 
feen  y9uqg  wives,  who  would  be 
thought  modeft;  and  when  maids,  were 
fantaftically  Hiy^  permit  freedoms  in 
publick  from  their  uxorious  hu(ba>nds, 
which  have  IhfVKn,  that  both  of  them 
have  forgotten  what  belongs  either  to 
prudence  or  decency  ^  While  every 
modeil  eye  has  funk  under  the  fliame- 
lefs  effrontery,  and  every  modeft  face 
been  covered  wiih  blutties  for  thofe 
who  could  «<?/ hi ulh. 

I'  ouce,  upon  fuch  an  occalioo,  pro* 


ppied  to  a  circle  of  a  donn,  tiuf  fiiaiN 
d^liz^d,  to  withdraw,  fince  they  malh 
needs  fee  thgt<as  w^U  the  Uu^,  as  the- 
gentleman,  warned  to  be  in  private. 
This  motion  had  it's  effe^l  upon  the 
amorous  pair;  and, I  was  applauded- 
for  the  cheek  given  to  their  liceatioaf. 
nefs. 

But,,  upon  another  occafiox  of  this 
fort,  I  a^ed  a  little  more  in  charader.- 
For  I  ventured  to  n^ke  an  attempt  up- 
on a  bride,  which  I  ibould  not  havr 
had  the  courage  to  make,  had  not  the 
unblulfaing  paffivenefs  with  which  (be 
received  her  fond  huiband'a  publick. 
toyings,  (looking  round  bar  with  tri- 
uifiph  rather  than  with  fliam^f  upon 
every  lady  prefent)  incited  my  cup'o- 
iitT  to  know  if  thf  fame  complacency 
mi^ht  not  be  fhewn  to  a  private  friend. 
*Tis  tme,  I  waa  in  honour  obliged  t»» 
keep  the  fecret.  But  J  never  faw  thr 
turtles  bill  afterwards,  but  I  thought 
of  number  Two  to  the  fame  female^ 
and  in  my  heart  thanked  the  fond  huf-. 
band  for  tha  leffi>n  he  bad  taught  his 
wife. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  thou  wik» 
fee,  that  I  approve  of  my  beloved'* 
exception  to  publick  loves.  Thai,  I 
hope,  is  all  the  charming  icicle  roeaat* 
by  marriage 'pvriiy^    But  to  letom. 

From  the  whole  of  what  I  have 
mentioned  to  have  pafled  between  my 
beloved  and  nae,  thou  wilt  gather,  that 
I  have  not  been  a  mere  d«ng&,  a  Hick<* 
man,  in  the  pafled  days,  though  ncA 
abfolutely  a&ive,  and  a  jJovelace. 

The  dear  area ttue  now  coufidcrs  ber» 
f^\i  as  my  wifo-eUa.  Tko  ui^ad- 
dened  heart,  no  longm-  prudiib»  wiU. 
uot;  now,  I  hope,  give  the  (able  turu  to 
every  addrefs  of  the  man  flie  diQikea- 
not.  And  yet  flie  muft  keep  up  fo 
much  referve,  as  will  juftify  paft  in^ 
ilisxibi]  ities.  Many  and  many  a  pretty 
foul  would  yield,  were  (he  not  aliraid- 
that  the  man  llie  fovoured  would  thiaic 
the  worfe  of  her  for  it.  Thi»  is  alfo- 
a  part  of  the  rake's  creed.  B«t  IhoukI 
(he  refent  ever  fo  ftrongly,  (he  cannot 
now  break  with  me;  iince,  if  ^e  does» 
there  will  be  an  end  of  the  fomiljr  re-' 
conciliatiQn$  and  that  in  a  way  highly 
difcredkablt  to  herfelf. 

SATVRDAT,    JWHt  3» 

JiTST  returned  from  Do£K>ra  Com- 
mons. I  hart  been  endeavouring  tot 
get  a  licence.    Vcry^  tote.  Jack.     I 

havs^ 
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^ntt  Ae  mortificafion  to  fimi  a  ^fffi* 
<ulty,  w  the  lady  is  of  rank  and  for- 
tune, and  aa  tbfre  is  no  confiint  of  fa-< 
iher  ^r  mxt 'friend,  in  o^taHiing  this 
€tU-feitering  inftirnmem. 

I  made  report  of  this  difficulty.     « It 

•  is  very  right,' /^^yJijf/j  *  that  fuch 

•  difficulties  Aiould  be  made.**^Bat 
not  to  a  man  of  my  known  fortane, 
furcly,  Jack, 'though  Che  woman  were 
the  daughter  of  a  duke. 

•  I  aJked,  if  flie  apt^rored  of  the  fet* 
tlemefits  ?  Shcfaid,  She  had  comf»afed 
tbem  with  my  mother's,  and  htA  no 
t^bjeftton  to  them.  She  had  written  to 
Mifs  Howe  upon  the  fubjeft,  fiie  own- 
ed; and  to  inform  her  of  our  preient 
Situation*. 

#     m 

Just  now,  in  high  -good  'humom'. 
■Ity  beloved  retnmed  me  rtie  draughts 
of'^the  fcttlements :  a  copy  of  which  I 
iiad  fent  to  Captain.Tomlinfon.  She 
eompKmeiYied  jtic,  that  (he  never  had 
any  doubt  of  my  honour  in  cafes  of 
this  nature. 

In  maters  between  man  and  man 
nobody  ever  had,  thoulcDoweft. 

•  I  had-  necdj  thou  wi<t  fay,  to  have 
fome  good  qualities. 

Great  faults  and  great  virtues  are 
*frcn  found  in  the  fame  perfbn.  In 
nothing  ^ery  bad,  btit  as  to  women : 
•and  did  not  one  of  them  begin  with 
.me  f  ? 

We  have  held,  that  women  have  no 
•fouls.  I  am  a  Vf  ry  Tork  in  this  point, 
and  willing  to  believe  they  have  not. 
And  if  fo,  to  whom  fliall  I  be  account- 
able for  what  I  do  to  them  ?  Nay,  if 
fouls  they  have,  as  there  rs  no  fex  in 
etherials,  nor  need  of  any,  what  plea 
<an  a  lady  hold  of  injuries  done  her  in 
iher  lady-^tf/^,  when  there  is  an  end  of 
*cr  ludy  Jhipf 


LETTER    LIV., 

4/I11*    LOVELACE,    TO    JOHN   BED- 
FORD,  E9<^ 

MONWAY,    JtTKE  5. 

I  Am  now  ahnoft  in  defpair  of  fur- 
cecding  with  thi«  charming,  froft- 
yiecc  by  lovfc  or  gentknefs^— A  copy 


6f  the  draughts,  as  I  told  tHefe,  hal 
been  fent  to  Captain  Tomlinfonj  and 
that  by  afpecial  mreff^nger.  .'EngrolT* 
ments  are  proceeding  with.  I  have 
been  a^ain  at  the  Commons. -^Should 
in  all  probability  have  procured  a  li«> 
itence  by  Mullory's  means,  had  not 
Mallory's  friend  the  proftor  been  fud- 
denly  fent  for  to  Ch^mant,  to  make  an 
old  lady*s  will.  Pfitchard  Ifas  toU 
me  by  word  of  month,  though  imy 
cbarmerfanv  him  noty  all  ftixt  was  net 
cciTary  for  her  to  know  In  the  letter  my 
lord  wrote,  which  I  coald  not  /hew 
her:  and  taken  my  dire6li9ns  about  the 
eftates  to  be  made  over  fo  me  on  my 
nuptiaU.— Y«,  with  all  thefe  favour^ 
able  appeanfnces,  no  conceding  mo* 
ment  to  be  found,  no  impToveable  ten* 
dernefs  to  be  raifed. 

But  never,  I  believe,  was  there  f6 
true,  fo  delicate  a  modefty  in  the  hu- 
man mind  as  in  that  of  this  lady.  And 
this  has  been  my  fecurity  all  along; 
and,  in  fpite  of  Mifs  Howe's  advice  to 
her,  will  be  fo  ftill ;  fmce,  if  her  deli- 
cacy  be  a  fault,  ihe  can  no  more  of  er- 
come  it  than  I  can  my  averjfioa  to  ma- 
trimony. Habit,  habit,  Jack,  feeft  tho« 
not?  may  fuhje^  us  both  to weaknelFes. 
And  fhovld  flie  not  have  charity  for  me, 
as  I  have  for  her  ?         , 

Twice  indeed  with  rapture,  which 
once  flie  called  rude,  did  I  fa  lute  her  j 
and  each  time  refenting  the  freedom* 
did  (he  retire ;  though,  to  do  her  juftice, 
(he  favoured  me  again  with  her  pre« 
fence  at  my  firft  entreaty,  and  took  no 
notice  of  the  caufc  of  her  withdraw- 
ing. 

Is  it  policy  to  (hew  Co  open  a  refent- 
ment  for  innocent  liberties,  which,  in 
her  fituation,  (ht  naoft  fo  foon  forgive^ 

Tft  the  ivomofi  tvho  refeHts  not  iftitia^ 
Ur J  freedoms  muft  he  lop.  For  love  H 
an  encroacher.  Love  never  goes  back- 
•ward.  Love  is  always  afpiring.  Al- 
ways mvfl  afpirc.  Nothing  but  the 
-higheft  aft  of  love  can  fatis fy'  an  in- 
dulged love.  And  what  advantages  haa 
a  lover  who  values  hot  breaking  the 
peace,  over  his  miftreis  who  is  Solici- 
tous to  keep  it! 

I  have  now  at  this  infant  wrought 
myfelf  iTp,  for  the  dozenth  time,  to  a 
half-refolilition.    Athoufand  agreeable 


*  As  this  letter  of  the  lady  to  Mifi  Howe  contains  ffo  new  matter,  but  what  may  be 
xoUeded  from  thofe  of  Mr.  Lovclacey  it  is  omitted. 
^  See  VoL  U  ^age  91. 

4F2  things 
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thinn  T  hvn  to  fay  to  her.  She  is  m 
the  dining-rpom.  Juft  gone  up.  She 
always  expefts  me  whea  there. 

High  dirpleafurel— 'followed  by  an 
abrupt  depvture. 

1  fat  down  by  her.  I  took  botl)  her 
liande  in  mine.  I  would  hit*vi  it  fo. 
All  gentle  my  voice .  Her  father  men  - 
tioned  with  refpe^^.  Her  mother  with 
teverence.  Even  her  brother  amicably 
fpoken  of.  I  never  thought  I  could  have 
wiihed  fo  ar4ently,  as  I  told  her  I  did 
wi(h,  for  a  reconciliation  with  her  fa- 
mily. 

A  fweet  and  grateful  flu  fli  then  over- 
fpread  her  fair  face;  a  gentle  figh  now- 
andrthen  heaved  her  handkerchief. 

'  I  perfe6lly  longed  to  hear  from  Cap- 
tain Tomlinron.  It  was  impoflible  for 
the  uncle  to  find  fault  with  Uie  draught 
of  thefettlements,  I  would  not,  how- 
ever, be  underftood,  by  fending  them 
down,  that  I  intended  to, put  it  in  her 
\inclc*8  power  to  delay  my  happy  day. 
When,  when,  was  it  to  be? 

I  would  haften  again  to  the  Com- 
mons; and  would  not  return  without 
the  licence. 

The  Lawn  I  propofed  to  retire  to, 
as  foon  as  the  happy  ceremony  was  over. 
This  day  and  that  day  I  propofed. 

It  was  time  enough  to  name  the  day, 
when  the  fettlements  yr^ve  compieated, 
and  the  licence  obtained .  Happy  (hould 
ihe  be,  could  the  kind  Captam  Tom- 
linfon  obtain  her  uncU*s  prefence  pri» 

A  good  hint !— It  may  perhans  be 
improved  upon— Either  for  a  delay  o^ 
a  pacifier. 

No  new  delays  for  Heaven^s  fake,  I 
befought  her;  and  reproached  her  gently 
for  the  paft.  Name  but  the  day-o(an 
£arly  day,  I  hoped  it  would  be,  in  the 
foUowingweek)— thati  might  hail  it's 
approach,  and  number  the  tardy  hours. 

My  cheek  reclined  on  her  flioulder-*- 
kiffing  her  hands  by  turns.  Rather 
bafhfully  than  angrily  reluctant,  her 
hands  fought  to  be  withdrawn;  her 
ihoulder  avoiding  my  reclined  cheek-— 
Apparently  loth,  and  more  loth  to 
ouarrel  with  me;  her  downcaft  eye  con- 
feflingmore  than  her  liffs  could  utter. 

*  Now,  furely,'  thought  I,  « is  my  time 

*  to  try  if  (he  can  forgive  a  ftill  bolder 

*  freedom  than  I  had  ever  yet  taken.* 
I  then  gave  her  ftruggling  hands  li- 
berty, I  put  one  arm  round  her  waift : 


I  imprinted  a  kifs  on  her  fweet  ii]^  widi 
a  '  Bi  quiet*  only,  and  an  averted  face» 
as  iJF  ihe  feared  another. 

Encouraged  hyjo  gentle  a  repulfe^  tha 
tendered  things!  faid;  and  then,  witl^ 
my  other  hano,  drew  afide  the  handker- 
chief that  concealed  the  beauty  of 
beauties,  and  prefTed  with  my  burning 
lips  the  moft  charming  breaft  that  ever 
my  raviflied  eyes  beheld. 

A  very  contrary  paflion  to  that  which 
|;ave  her  bofom  fo  delightful  a  fwell, 
immediately  took  place.  She  flroggle4 
out  of  my  encirclincr  arms  with  indig- 
nation.  I  detained  her  relu6lant  hand. 

*  Let  me  go,'  faid  flie.     <  I  fee  there  U 

*  no  keeping  terms  wtb  you.     Bafeea* 

*  croacher !  Is  this  the  defign  of  your 
'  flattering  fpeeches?  Far  as  matters 
<  have  gone,  I  will  for  ever  renoonoe 

*  you.  You  have  an  odious  heart.  Let 

*  me  go,  I  tell  you.' 

I  was  forced  to  obey,  and  fhe  flung 
froni  me,  repeating  bafe^  and  adding 
flattering^  encroacher. 

#     m 

In  vaiii  have  I  urged  by  Dorcas  for 
the  promifed  favour  of  dining  with  hq> 
^he  would  not  dine  4/  all.  She  comI§ 
not. 

But  why  makes  (he  every  in<^h  of  her 
perfon  thus  facred  ?— So  near  the  time 
too,  that  fhe  muft  fuppofe,  that  all  will 
be  my  own  by  deea  of  purchafe  and 
fcttlcmcnt  ? 

She  has  read,  no  doubt,  of  the  art  of 
the  eaftern  monar(;hs,  who  fequefter 
thenifelves  fro^i  the  eyes  of  their  fob- 
je^s,  in  order  to  excite  their  adoration^ 
when,  upon  fome  folemn  occafions,  they 
think  fit  to  appear  in  publtck. 

But  let  me  aik  thee,  Belford,  whether 
(on  thefe  folemn  occafions)  the  pre,- 
ceding  cavalcade;  here  a  great  officer, 
and  there  a  mat  minifter,  with  their 
fatellites,  and  glaring  equipages;  do 
not  prepare  the  eyes  of  the  wondering 
beholders,  by  degrees,  to  bear  the  blaze 
of  canopied  majefty,  (what  though  but 
an  ugly  old  man  perhaps  himfelf  O  yet 
glitterin?  in  the  collected  riches  or  his 
vaft  empire  > 

-  And  ihould  not  my  beloved,  for  her 
own  fake,  defc^nd,  by  degrees^  from 
,goddefs^bood  into  humanity!.  If  it  t>e 
pride  that  retrains  her,  ought  not  that 
pride  to  be  puniflied?  If,  as  in  the 
eaftem  emperors,  it  be  art  as  well  as 
pride f  art  is  what  fhe  of  all  women  need 
not  ufet  Ufiofne^  what  a  ibame  to  be 
a&afflcd 


CLARISSA   HARLOWE. 


59J^ 

reconciliation)  and  witb'tbe  gpxitoe 
fuccefs,  as  there  was  not  a  family  in  the 
kingdom  more  jealous  of  their  honour 
than  theirs. 

This  is  true  of  the  Harlowes,  Jack  i 
they  have  been  called  Tbetroud  Har^ 
lo*fves:  zx^d  I  haye  ever  found,  that 
all  young  honour  is  fupercilious  and 
touchy. 

But  feeft  thou  not  how  right  I^wat 
in  my  endeavour  to  perfuade  my  fair- 
one  to  allow  her  uncle*s  friend  to  think 
us  married ;  efpecially  as  he  caMe  prt* 
parid  to  believe  it ;  and  as  her  upcle 
hoped  it  was  fo  ?— *But  nothinfir  on  earth 
is  fo  perverfe,  as  a  woman  when  (he  i» 
fet  upon  carrying  a  point,  and  has  a 
meek  man,  or  one  who  loycs  Yii%  pnue$ 
to  deal  with. 

My  beloved  was  vexed.  She  pulled 
put  t)er  handkerchief:  but  wasnoio 
incline4  toblam^me,  than  herfelf. 

*  Had  you  kept  your  word,  Mr* 

*  Lovelace,  and  left  me  when  we  came 

*  to  town— — P-'  And  there  flie  ftoptj 
for  (he  knew,  that  it  was  her  own  fault 
that  we  were  not  n^arried  before  we  left 
the  country;  and  how  could  I  leave  her 
afterwards^  'while  her  krotber  *was 
plotting  to  carry  her  off  by  violence? 

Nor  has  this  brother  yet  given  over 
his  machinations. 

..  For  as  the  captain  proceeds,  Mr* 
John  Harlowe  owned  to  him,  (but  lA 
confidence)  that  his  nephew  is  at  this 
time  bulled  in  endeavouring  to  And  out 
where  we  are  j  being  allured  (as  I  am, 
Dot  to  be  heard  of  at  an^  of  my  rela- 
tions,  or  at  my  ufual  lodgings)  that  we 
are  together.  And  that  we  are  not 
married,  is  plain,  as  he  will  have  it, 
from  Mr.  Hickman*  s  application  fo  lateh 
made  to  her  uncles  and  which  nuas  fi" 
conded  by  Mrs,  Norton, to  her  mother. 
And  her  brother  cannot  bear  that  I 
(hould  enjoy  fuch  a  triumph  unmo- 
Jefted. 

A  profound  figh,  and  the  handker* 
chief  again  lifted  to  the  eye.  But  did 
not  the  fweet  foul  deferve  this  turn  up- 
on her  for  felpnioudy  refolving  to  rob 
me  of  herfelf,  had  the  application  made 
by  Hickman  fucceeded  ? 

I  read  on  to  the  following  effe£l  s 

Why  (alked  Mr.  Harlowe)  was  it 

•  In  Pamela,  Vol.  IV.  Letter  VL  thefe  reafonii  are  given,  and  are  worthy  of  every 
parent^  con/ideradon,  as  is  the  whole  letter,  which  contains  the  debate  between  Mr*  B« 
pid  his  Pamela^  on  the  in^portant  fubje^  of  mothers  being  ourfos  to  their  own'children. 

(aid 


^llianKd  to  communicate  to  her  adorer's 
fight  the  moft  admirable  of  her  perfonal 

grace*  1  /.  1 1 

'  Let  me  perilh,  Bel  ford,  if  I  would 
not  for^  the  brighteft  diadem  in  the 
world,  tor  the  pleafurcof  feeing  a  twin 
Lovelace  at  each  charming  brealt,  draw« 
ing  from  it  his  (irft  fuftenance;  the 
pious  taflc,  for  phyfical  rcafons*,  con- 
tinued for  one  month  and  no  more  I 

I  now,  methinks,  behold  this  moft 
charminsQf  women  in  this  fweet  of&ce: 
her  conicious  eye  how  dropt  on  one, 
|iow  on  the  other,  with  a  (igh  of  ma- 
ternal tendernefs,  and  then  raifcd  up  19 
niy  delighted  eye,  full  of  wilhcs,  for  the 
fake  of  the  pretty  varlets,  and  for  her 
pwn  fake,  that  I  would  deign  to  legi- 
timate; that  I  would  cqndefcend  to  put 
pa  the  nuptial  fetteis. 

LET  TEA    LV. 

MIL.    LOVELACE,  TO    JOHN    BEL- 
FORD,   BS<^ 

^oi^nAY  ArrstKooN. 

A  Letter  received  from  the  worthy 
Captain  Tomlinfon  has  intro- 
duced me  into  the  prefence  of  my  char- 
mer fooner  perhaps  than  J  (hould  other- 
wife  have  been  admitted. 

Sullen  her  brow,  at  l^er  firft  entrai^ce 
into  the  dining-room.  But  I  tpok  no 
noticeof  what  bad  paifed*  apd  l^er  anger 
ofitfelffubfided. 

The  captain,  after  letting  me  know, 
^hat  he  chofe  not  to  write,  till  he  had 

Eromifed  the  draught  of  the  fettlements, 
e  acquaints  me,  that  his  friend  Mr. 
John  Harlowe,  in  their  firft  conference, 
^which  was  held  as  foon  as  he  got 
down)  was  extremely  furprized,  and 
even  grieved,  (as  he  feared  be  would 
f>e)  to  hear  that  we  were  not  married. 
The  world,  he  faid,  who  knew  my  cha- 
racler,  would  be  very  cenforious,  were 
it  owned,  that  we  had  lived  fo  long  to- 
gether unmarried  in  the  fame  lodgingsj 
although  our  marriage  were  now  to  be 
ever  fo  publickly  celebrateil. 

His  nephew  James,  h^  was  fure, would 
make  a  great  handjc  of  it  againft  any 
piotion  that  might  be  made  tovvards  a 
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fifd  t*  hit  other  enquiring  friend » that 
we  tvere  married ;  mnd  thet  by  his 
Btece*8  woman,  whoouj^t  to  know? 
Who  could  give  convincingieafonSy  no 
4oubt— 

Here  again  flie  wept;  took  a  torn 
ncrofs  the  room  $  then  returned— <  Read 
<  on,'  fav«  Ihe. 

*.  Will  you,  my  deareft  life^  read  it 

*  yourfelf  ?• 

*  I  will  take  the  ktter  with  me,  hy- 

*  and-by-^I  cannot  fee  to  read  it  juft 

*  now,'  wiping  hcrcyet— «  Read  on— 

*  Let  me  hear  it  all'— that  I  may  know 
^  your  fentiments  npon  this  letter,  a« 

*  wcM  as  give  my  rum* 

*  The  captain  then  told  unc)e  John, 
the  reafons  that  induced  me  to  give  oat 
that  we  were  married ;  and  the  condi* 
tiona,  on  which  my  beloved  was  brought 
Id  coqnte nance  it;  which  h«d  kept  u^ 
at  the  nK>ft  punftilious  diftance. 

•'  But  ft  ill-,  Mr.  Hailowe  objeftcd  my 
tharader.  And  went  away  diRatis. 
£ed.  And  the  captain  was  alfo  fo  mocH 
concerned,  that  he  cared  not  to  write 
what  the  refult  of  his  iirft  conference 
was. 

But  in  the  next,  which  was  held  on 
.  receipt  of  the  draughts,  at  the  captain's 
l^oufe,  (as  the  former  was,  for  the 
greater  fccrefy)  when  the  old  gentleman 
liad  read  them»  and  had  the  captain's 
pinion,  he  v^as  much  better  pleafed. 
And  yet  he  (]eclared,  that  it  wouid  no^ 
■be  eaiy  to  perAiade  any  other  perfon  of 
his  family  to  believe  fo  favourably  of 
the  matter,  as  he  was  nonxt  willing  to 
^lieve,  were  they  to  know  that  we  bad 
lived  (b  long  together  unmarried. 

And  then  the  captain  fays,  his, dear 
friend  made  a  propofal:— It  was  this— 
Sliat  woe  Jbouik  niarry  out  of  band^  but 
AS  fri<vately  as  poffibU,  as  indeed  be 
found  ive  httended'^{for  he  could  have 
noobjcftion  to  the  draughts)— ^irfjr^/, 
he  exptded  to  have  pre/ent  one  trufy 
fr'und  of  his  tmfUy  for  bis  better  fatis^ 
faSion,''-' 

Here  I  ftopt,  with  a  deiign  to  be  an- 
gry—But (he  dcfiring  me  to  read  on,  I 
obeyed. 

-"But  that  itjbouldpafs  to  en^try-one 
Ji*vingf  except  to  that  trufty  perfon^  to 
timfelfi  and  to  the  captain  ^  toot  <we  'wer4 
married  from  the  time  thai  ice  hadli*ved 
together  in  one  boufe\  and  that  this  time 
fhoUld  be  made  to  agree  fwitb  that  of  Mr. 
Hickman's  affixation  tQ  bimfrgm  Mifs 


«  This,  my  deareft  life,'  fnid  1,  « it 

<  t  veiy  coniiderate  propofiiK  Wehavt 

*  nothing  to  do,  but  to  caution  the  peo« 

<  pie  below  property  on  this  head.    I 
'  did  not  think  your  uncle  Harlowc  c»- 

<  pable  of  bitting  upon  foch  ftobam. 

*  mg  expedient  as  this.     B«t  yo«  feo 

*  how  much  his  heart  is  in  the  recon- 

*  cihation.^ 

This  was  the  return  I  met  witb-^ 
'  You  have  always,  as  a  mark  of  your 

*  politenefs,  let  me  know,  homwumly 

*  youthink  of  every-one  of  my  fmily.* 
Yet,  thou  wilt  think,  Belfoni,  Ihtt 

i  could  forgive  her  fir  the  reproach. 

The  captain  does  not  know,  be  fays, 
bow  this  propofal  will  bereliAicd  by 
OS.  But,  for  his  part,  he  thinks  itaa 
exnedient  that  will  obviate  many  diffi* 
cutties,  and  may  poffibly  put  an  end  t« 
Mr.  James  Marlowe's  further  deiigns: 
and  on  this  account  he  has,  by  the  un^ 
cWs  advice,  already  deciapsd  to  two  fe- 
veral  perfon s,  by  whoiis  means  it  may 
come  to  that  young  gentleman's-  eafs, 
that  he  [Captain  Tomlinfon]  has  very 
great  reafon  to  believe,  that  we  were 
married  loon  after  Mr.  Hickman's  ap- 
plication was  r(^c£M. 

*  And  this,  Mr.  Lofvelace,*  (fay*  the 
captain)  *  trill  enable  you  to  pay  a  com- 

*  pliment  to  the  family,  that  will  not 

*  beunfuitabletothegeneroiityoffomc 

*  of  the  declarations  you  werepkafcd 

*  to  make  to  the  lady  before  me,  (and 

*  which  Mr.  John  Harlowe  may  make 
'  feme  advantage  of  in  favour  of  a  re- 

*  conciliation;)  in  that  you  have  not 

*  demanded  your  lady's  eftate  fo  foon 
^  as  you  were  entitled  to  mukt  the  de* 
,*  mand.'  An  excellent  contriver,  furr- 
ly,  ihe  muft  think  this  worthy  Mr.Tom- 
linfon  to  be  { 

But  the  captain  adds,  that  if  either 
the  lady  or  I  di  (approve  of  his  report  of 
our  marriage,  he  will  retraA  it.  Never- 
thelefs,  he  muft  tell  me,  that  Mr.  John 
Harlowe  is  very  much  /et  upon  this  way 
of  proceeding;  as  the  only  one,  in  his 
opinion,  capable  of  being  improved  into 
.  a  general  reconciliation .  But  if  we  do 
acquiefce  in  it,  he  befeecbes  my  fair-one 
not  to  fufpend  my  day,  that  ke  may  be 
authorized  in  what  be  fays,  as  to  tbe 
truth  of  the  main  fad.  [/fe<itr  rsfi/rf- 
entious  this  good  man!]  Nor  mui!  it 
be  expefled,  he  fays,  that  her  uncle 
will  take  one  ftep  towards  the  wished- 
for  reconciliation'!  till  the  Jj^kmttity  is 
iUiuallj  over. 
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Ht  kddf ,  thuf  lie  fliall  be  very  foon  in 
town  on  other  af&irs  \  and  then  pro- 
pofes  to  attend  ui,  and  give  vt  a  more 
partieular  accovnt  of  all  that  hat  paiTed, 
or  ftiaU  further  paft»  between  Mr.  Har* 
iowe  and  him. 

<  Weill  my  deareft  life,  what  fay  you 

*  to  your  vocle's  expedient  f   Shall  I 

*  write  to  the  captain » and  acquaint  him » 
^  that  we  h?iire  no  obfe£lion  to  itr 

She  was  filent  for  a  few  minutes.  At 
kft»  with  a  figh,  *  See»  Mr.  Lovelace,' 
laid,  ihe»  '  what  yon  have  brought  me 

<  to»  by  treading  after  you   in   fuch. 

*  croojced  path*  !•— See  what  difgrace  I 

*  have  incurred  '—Indeed  you  have  not 

<  afted  like  a  wife  man** 

*  My  beloved  creature,  do  you  not 

*  remember,  how  earneftly  I  befought 
'  the  honour  of  your  hand  before  we 

*  came  to  town  ?— Had  I  been  tbiu  fa<* 

*  voured    

«  Well,  well,  Sir;— There  has  been 

*  much  amifft  fomewher^;  that's  all  I 

<  will  iay  at  preftnt.  And  fince  what's 

*  pafled  cannot  be  recalled,  my  uncle 

*  muft  b&  obeyed,  I  think.* 
Charmingly  dutiful !— I  had  nothing 

tiien  to  do,  that  I  might  not  be  behind- 
hand vrith  the  woithy  captain  and  her 
uncle,  but  to  prefs  for  the  da^.  This 
]  fervently  did.  But  (as  I  might  have 
cxpeAed)  (he  repeated  her  former  an- 
ftrcrj  to  wit,  That  when  the  fcttlc- 
ments  were  compleated ;  when  the  li- 
oence  was  a^^ually  obtained ;  it  would- 
be  time  enough  to  name  the  day:  'And, 

*  O  Mr.  Lovelacer  faid  Aie,  turning 
from  roe  with  a  g^cc  inimitably  tender, 
her  handkerchief  at  her  eyes,  *  what  a 

*  happtnefs,  if  my  dear  uncle  could  be 

*  prevailed  upon  to  be  perfonally  a  fa- 

*  ther,  on  this  occaiion,  to  ihg  pwrfa^ 

*  tterUfsgirlr 

What's  the  matter  with  meb^Whence 
this  dew-drop!— A  tear!— As  I  hope  to 
beiaved,  it  is  a  tear.  Jack*— Very  ready 
anethinks !  —  Only  on  reciting  1«-But 
"htt  lovely  image  was  before  me,  in  the 
Tery  attitude  flie  fpoke  the  words<^ 
And  indeed  at  the  time  flie  fpoke  them^ 
ahefc  lines  of  Shakefpeai-e  came  into  my 

«  Thy  heart  tt  big.  Get  thee  apart,  ani  weep! 

*  Paflion,  \  fee,  is  catching— For  my  eyes, 

*  Seeing  thofe  beads  of  ibrrow  Aand  ia  ih'me; 

*  Begin  to  Water.*—  ' 

I  withdrew,  and  wrote  to  the  captain 


to  the  following  efl!»£l*«i-l  dcfiredt  that 
he  would  be  fo  good  as  to  acquaint  h;» 
dear  friend,  that  we  entirely  acquiefeed 
with  what  he  had  propofed  \  and  ba4 
already  prop$rh  cautioned  the  gentle* 
woman  of  the  noufe,  and  their  fervants^ 
as  well  as  our  own:  and  to  tell  him« 
that  if  he  would  In  perfon  give  me  the 
blefling  of  his  dear  niece's  hand,  it 
would  crown  the  wifhcs  of  both,  hi 
this  cafe,  I  contented,  that  his  own  day, 
as  I  frefumed  it  ivould  be  a  Jbort  oncp 
ffiould  be  ours  :  that  by  this  means  the 
iecrvt  would  be  with  fewer  perfon  st 
that  I  myfelf,  as  well  as  he,  thought 
the  ceremony  could  not  be  too  privately 
performed  $  and  this  not  only  for  the 
fake  of  the  wife  end  he  had  propofed  t» 
anfwer  by  it,  but  becaufe  I  would  not  . 
have  Lord  M.  think  himfelf  flighted  f 
fince  that  nobleman,  as  I  had  told  him, 
[the  captain]  had  once  intended  to  be 
our  nuptial- father;  and  a^lually  made 
the  offer;  but  that  we  had  declined  t» 
accept  of  it,  and  that  for  no  other  rea-. 
fon  than  to  avoid  a  public k  weddings 
which  his  beloved  niece  would  not  come 
into,  while  ihe  was  in  di%race  with  her 
friends— But  that  if  he  choie  not  to  do 
us  this  honour^  I  wiihed  that  Captain 
Tomlinfon  might  be  the  trufty  perfon 
whom  he  would  have  to  be  prefent  on 
the  happy  occafion. 

I'ihewed  this  letter  to  my  fair- one. 
She  was  not  difpleafed  with  it.  So« 
Jack,  we  cannot  now  move  too  fall,  at 
to  fcttlements  and  licence:  the  day  it 
her  ttncU^s  day,  or  Captain  T<mlinfoi(s^ 
perhaps,  as  (hall  beft  fuit  the  occafion. 
Mifs  Howe*s  fmuggling-fchems  is  now 
furely  provided  againft  in  all  events. 

But  I  will  not  bv  anticipation  make 
tliee  a  ludsre  of  all  the  benefits  that 
may  flow  /rom  this  my  elaborate  con^ 
trivance.  Why  will  thefe  girls  put  me 
upon  my  mafier-flnkes  f 

And  now  for  a  little  mine  which  I 
am  getting  ready  to  fpring.  The/i^ 
that  I  have  fprung,  and  at  the  rate  I 
go  on,  (now  a  rtfilutioH^  and  now  a 
remorjfe)  perhaps  the  lajl  that  I  fliall 
attempt  to  fpring. 

A  little  mitit,  I  call  it.  But  it  may 
be  attended  with  great  efSef^s.  I  fhail 
not,  however,  abfolutely  depend  upon 
the  fuccefs  of  it,  having  much  moi^  . 
effeflual  ones  in  referve.  And  yet 
great  engines  are  often  moved  by  fmall 
I'prings.  A  little  fpark  falling  by  ac- 
cident into  a  powder- magazine^  hatU 

done 
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done  more  execution  in  a  fiege,  than  an 
hundred  cannon. 

Come  the  worft,  the  lymeneid  torcb^ 
and  a  'wbiu  Jhni^  muft  be  my  amendi 
kmwMbU^  as  the  French  havett* 


LETTER    LVI* 

ant.  BELFORD,  TO  ROBEUT  LOTE- 
LACBy  ES<^ 

TUKSDATy  JUKS  6. 

UNSUCCESSFUL  as  hitherto 
my  application  to  you  has  been, 
I  cannot  for  the  heart  of  me  forbear 
writing  once  more  in  behalf  of  this 
admirable  woman:  and  yet  am  unable 
to  account  for  the  zeal  which  impels 
me  to  fake  her  part  with  an  eameihiers 
fo  fincere. 

But  all  her  merit  thou  acknowledg- 
eft|  all  thy  own  vilenefs  thou  coofeiTcft, 
and  even  glorieft  in  it:  what  hope 
then  of  moving  fo  hardened  a  man  ?— - 
Yet»  as  it  is  not  too  late,  and  thou  art 
neverthelefs  upon  the  crilis,  I  am  re- 
folved  to  try  what  another  letter  will 
do.  It  is  but  my  writing  in  vain,  if  it  do 
no  good ;  and  if  thou  wilt  let  me  pre- 
vail, I  know  thou  wilt  hereafter  think 
me  richly  entitled  to  thy  thanks. 

To  argue  with  thee  would  be  folly. 
The  cafe  cannot  require  it.  I  will  only 
tntreat  thee,  therefore,  that  thou  wilt 
Dot  let  fnch  an  excellence  lofe  the  re- 
ward of  her  vigilant  virtue. 

I  believe  there  never  were  libertines 
fo  vile,  but  purpofed,  at  fome  future 
period  of  their  lives,  to  fet  about  re- 
forming} and  lejt  me  beg  of  thee,  that 
thou  wilt,  in  this  great  article,  make 
thy  future  i^epentance  as  eafy,  as  fome 
time  hence  thou  wilt  wi(h  thou  kadfi 
made  it. 

If  thou  proceeded,  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  this  affair  will  end  tragically,  one 
way  or  other.  It  mit/?.  Such  a  wo- 
man muft  intereft  both  gods  and  men  in 
her  caufe.  But  what  I  moft  appre- 
hend, is,  that  with  her  own  hand,  in 
refejitment  of  the  perpetrated  outrage, 
Ihe  (like  another  Lncretia)  will  aikrt 
the  purity  of  her  heart:  or,  if  her  piety 
preierve  her  from  this  violence,  that 
wafting  grief  will  fbon.put  a  period  to 
her  days*    And  in  either  cafe,  will  not 


the  remembrance  of  thy  evir-dttrag 
guilt,  and  tranfitvry  triumph,  be  a 
torment  of  torments  to  thee? 

*Tis  a  ferioufly  fad  thing,  after  all^ 
that  fo  fine  a  creature  fliould  have  fallen 
into  fuch  vile  and  remorfelefs  hands  t 
for,  from  thy  cradle,  as  I  have  beard 
thee  own,  thou  ever  delightedft  fiolport 
with  and  torment  the  anrasa],  whether 
bird  or  beaft,  that  thou  lovedft,  and 
hadft  a  power  over. 

How  different  is  the  cafe  of  this  fine 
woman  from  that  of  any  other  whom 
thou  haft  (educed !— -I  need  not  men- 
tion to  thee,  nor  infift  upon  the  ftrik- 
ing  diflference:  j office,  gratitude,  thy 
intereft,  thy  vows,  all  engaging  thee; 
and  thou  certainly  loving  her,  as  far 
as  thou  art  capable  of  love,  above  ail 
her  iex.  She  not  to  be  drawn  afide  by 
art,  or  to  be  made  to  fufer  from  cre- 
dulity, nor  for  want  of  wit  and  dif- 
cemment;  (that  will  be  another  cutting 
reflexion  to  fo  fine  a  mind  as  hers:>the 
contention  between  you  only  unequal, 
at  it  is  between  naked  ^innocence  and 
armed  guilt.  In  every-thing  elfe,  as 
thou  owneft,  her  talents  greatly  Alie- 
nor to  thine !-— What  a  fate  wiU  hers 
be,  if  thou  art  not  at  laft  overcome  by 
thy  reiterated  remorfest 

At  firft,  indeed,  when  I  was  ad- 
mitted into  her  prefence**,  (and  dU  I 
obferved  her  meaning  air,  and  heard 
her  fpeak)  I  fuppofed  that  Ihe  had  no 
very  uncommon  judgment  to  boaft  of: 
for  I  made,  as  I  thought,  but  juf  al- 
lowances for  her  blooming  yooch, 
and  for  that  lovelinefs  of  perfon,  and 
for  that  eafe  and  el^nce  in  her  drefs^ 
which  I  imagined  muft  have  taken  up 
half  her  time  and  ftudy  to  cultivate; 
and  yet  I  had  been  prepared  by  thee  to 
entertain  a  very  high  opinion  of  her 
fenfe  and  her  reading.    *  Her  choice  of 

<  this  gay  fellow,  upon  fuch  hasard- 

*  ous  terms,*  (thougnt  I)  *  is  a  coo- 

<  iirmation  that  her  <uiit  wants  that  ma- 

<  turity  which  ov\^  years  and  expert' 

<  ence  can  give  it.  Her  iatewUdge^^ 
(argued  I  to  myfelf)  *  muft  be  allf^- 
*^9ry'f  and  the  complaifance  ever  cdn- 

*  forting  with  an  age  fo  g^reen  and  fo 

*  gay,  will  make  io  inexperienced  a 

<  iady  at  leaft  forbeso-  to  Ihew-hei^elf 

*  difgufted  at  freedoms  of  difeouric  in 

*  which  thofe  prefent  of  her  own  (u. 


•  See  Vol.  III.. Page  445^ 
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•  %nA  fomeof  ours,  (ib  Ictrned,  ib.we{l 
*■  re«d,  and  fo  traTeiled)  allow  thflm^ 

In  this  preAimption^  I  ran  ob}  and 
baring  the  adTantagc,  as  I  conceited, 
of  all  the  colhpany  bat  you,  and  be* 
in^  defirous  to  appear  in  her  tytM  a 
mighty  clever  fcUow»  I  thoont  I 
JbvmU  ^fWMp  when  I  faid  any  fooltih 
things  that  had  more  found  than  fenie 
in  tiwm;  and  when  I  made  filly  jefts, 
which  attra&ed  the  fmiies  of  thy  ^n* 
c]air»  and  the  ibecious  Partington t  and 
that  Miis  H^rlowe  did  not  fmile  too,  I 
thought  was  owing  to  hct*  yonth  oraf* 
feftation^  or  to  a  mixture  of  both, 
perhaps  to  a  greater  command  of  her 
featiirea.-i->Linle  dreamt  1,  that  I  was 
incurring  hercontemnc  all  the  time. 

3ot  when,  as  I  uiid»  I  heard  her 
Qteak,  which  flu:  did  not  till  flie  had 
Mhooied  QS  all;  when  I  heard  Icr 
fentimcnts  on  two  or  three  fubjeASf  and 
took  notice  of  that  iearching  eye»  dart* 
ing  into  the  very  inmoft  cells  of  our 
fcothy  brains ;  by  mv  faiths  it  made  mt 
look  about  me ;  and  I  beoan  to  recol* 
U&y  and  be  aAamed  of  sdl  I  ha4  fiud 
before;  infliort,  was  reiblved  to  fit  B- 
\tatp  till  every- one  had  ulked  round* 
to  keep  mv  fbily  in  countenance.  And 
then  Irailed  the  fubjeas  that  ihe  eoaU 
foin  in,  and  which  flie  M  join  in,  lb 
much  to  the  confufion  and  furpriae  of 
cvery-one  of  us!— For  even  thou, 
Lovelace,  fo  noted  for  fmart  wit,  re* 
Mrtee^  and  a  vein  of  raillery,  thatde- 
lightet^  all  who  come  near  thee,  faftteft 
in  palpable  darknefs»  «nd  lookedft 
about  thee,  as  well  at  we. 

One  inlfamoe  only,  of  this,  iiaM  I 
lemind  thee  of?  . 

We  talked  of  njuit,  and.of  «««,  and 
~  at  it^  bandying  It  like  a  ball 
fiom  one  to  another^  and  refting  it 
chieflv  with  thee,  who  wert  alwavs 
proud  enough  and  vain  enough  of  tM 
•ftribtttei  and  then  more  efpecially  •• 
tbou.  badft  aiembkd  ue,  at  far  ma  I 
know,  principally  to  Aew  the  lady  thjr 
fiytriwiiy  over  us{  aa4  os  ^7  triampli 
over  her.  And  then  Toorvslk  (who 
10  ahvaja  tfatiafied  with  wit  at  fieaiul* 
bmd^  vMt  upon  memory}  oeher  ipena 
wit)  repeated  fome  verfes,  as  applica* 
ble  to  the  fobiaft  $  which  two  of  us  ap- 
plauded«  thowh  fuM  of  iftt^U  mtwu. 
dre.  Thou,  &m«  ^e  lady *s  ferkma 
air  on  onc^  thofe  xepetitionsj  appli* 
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cdHthyfelf  to  her,  deiiritt|1ier  notions 
'  of  wit  9  a  quality^  thou  nidft,  whidl 
every -one  prise^,  whether  flowing  frgnt 
himmf,  or  found  in  another. 

Then  it  was  that  flie  took  all  qur  at* 
tcntfoB*  Itwas  a  qivditv  much  talked 
of»  Ihe  faidy  but,  flie  believed,  very 
little  underftood.  At  leaft,  if  fl»^ 
might  be  fo  free  as  to  give  her  judg«> 
ment  of  it  from  what  bad  pa&d  in  the 
prefent  ooavprfation,  flic  mufl  fay»  that 
wit  with  men  w^  one  tbingi  with  wo* 
«ien»  another. 

This  ftartled  us  alhMiow  the  wo« 
men  looked  I «» How  they  purftd  m 
,  their  moutht;  a  broad  fmile  the  mo* 
ment'  before,  upon  eaob,  ffom  th« 
verfes  they  had  beard  repeated,  fo  well 
tfndeHlood,  as  we  £iw,  by  their  looks! ' 
While  I  befou^ht  her  to  let  us  know, 
for.  our  intrusion,  what  wit  was  witfi 
^vfmiut  for  fuch  I  was  fute.it mj^^^  tp 
be  with  sMiv. 

Cowley,  Ao  faid,  had  defined  it 
prettily  by  neptives.  ^  Thou  deliredlk 
ner  to  repeat  his  definition. 

She  did{  and  with  ib  much  graceful 
eaie,  and  beaut  v,  and  proprietv  of  ac- 
cent, as  would  navf  4uUle  baa  foetry 
delightful* 


«  AthoufaiiddiflWMtfli^esicbaini 


*  The  proofj  of  wJc  for  ever  muft  remain. 


*  Mnch  lefs  can  that  have  any  place 
'  At  which  a  virgb  hides  heruce. 

*  Soch  draft  the  fire  miiftpufgeawajt«**Tli 

<  jufl 
<  The  anth9r  hlaih  chim,  «hem  fkc  lesder 

•  aii5|f  .• 

Here  flie  flopt,  looking  round  her  npw 
on  us  all  wkh  confcious  fuperiofity,  m 
I  thought.  Lord,  how  we  ftaredl 
^hou  attemptedft  to  give  us  thy  defini* 
tiou'  of  wit,  that  diou  mighteft  havu 
IbmeHtaiig  to  fav,  and  not  ieem  to  be 
funprized  into  filent  modefty. 

But,  M  if  flie  cared  not  to  truft  diee 
with  the  fttbiea,  referring  to  the  fame 
outhoraslbr  his  more  pobtive  decifioi^ 
flie  thus,  with  the  fame  harmon}^  of 
voice  ahtl  accent,  emphatically  decided 
upon  it. 

*  JTit,  like  a  himriaatviae, 

*  Vakf§  to  yinue'4  prop  it  joiiif 

•'  4O  f  Fim 


too 

*  Firmind  tnSt^  toward  Haven  boimd»^ 

^  Thov^  it  with  beauteous  leaves  a&4  /. 

<  plcafint  fruit  be  crou'o'd^  | 

*  Xtlies  deform'd,aod  rottiog  oa  tbegrouod/  3 

If  thou  recolleaeft  thrt  |>art  of  th« 
converfttiony  and  how  like  fools  w^ 
looked  at  one  another;  how  much  it 
put  tta  out  of  conceit  with  otirielves* 
•nd  made  us  fear  her,  when  we  foand 
our  converfatiott  thus  ekcloded  from 
the  Very  charader  which  our  vanity 
had  made  us  t^ink  unqueftionably 
ours;  and  if  thou  profiteft  properly  by 
the  recoUeAion,  tnou  wilt  be  or  my 
iDind,  that  there  is  not  fo  muth  wit  in 
v^tckedoefs  as  we  had  flattered  our- 
felves  thierewas. 

And  after  all,  I  hare  been  of  opi- 
Qiofl  ever  fifice  that  converAition,  that 
the  wit  of  all  the  rakes  and  libertioes  I 
•ver  converfed  with^  from  the  brilliant 
B^b  Lovelace  down  to  little  Johnny 
Hartop  the  punAer^  confifts  moAly  in 
faying  bold  and  ihockiog  things,  with 
fuch  courage  as  fiiall  make  the  modeft 
hluih,  the  impudent  laugh,  and  tbe  ig- 
.«orant  flare. 

Aftd^why  dofl  thou  think  I  mention 
thefe  things,  fo  mal-a.propof>  •$  it 
ana]f  feem !— *Only,  let  me  tell  thee,  as 
an  inftimce  (among  many  that  might 
be  given  from  the  fame  evening's  con- 
verfation)  of  this  fine  woman's  fupe. 
riority  in  thofe  talents  which  ennoole 
nature,  and  dignify  her  iex<— >£vi- 
4enced  not  only  to  each  of  ua,  as  we 
oflended,  but  to  the  flippant  Partine- 
t9n,  and  the  groiTer,  but  egregioufly 
hypocritical  Sinclair,  in  the  corrcAing 
blufli,  in  which 


«ye,  the 

was  mixed  as  much  Bifpleafuie-as  mo- 
defty,  and  fometimes,  as  the  occafion 
called  for  it,  (for  we  were  ibme  of  us 
hardened  above  the  knCe  of  feeling  dSr- 
ditaU  reproof)  by  the  fovereien  con- 
tempt, mingled  with  a  difdainful  kind 
of  pity,  that  (hewed  at  once  her  own 
confcious  worth,  and  our  defpicable 
worthleHnefs* 

O  Lovelacel  what  then  vSfts  the/  tri- 
umph, even  in  my  eye,  and  what  is  it 
flill  upon  refleflion,  of  true  modefty, 
of  /rjtf/  wit,  and  frui  politenefs,  over 
frothy  jeft,  laughing  impertinence^ 
and  an  obfcenityfo  fliameful,  ey^n  to 
the  guilty,  that  they  cannot  hint  at  it 
but  under  a  double  meaning ! 
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Then,  as  thou  haft  fomewhere  ab^ 
ierved%  all  her  corrtAives  avvtuedhf 
her  eye.  Not  poorly,  like  the  gene- 
•  ralityof  her  (ex,  affi^^ing  ignorance  of 
meanings  toa  obvious  to  be  conctaled; 
but  fo  rcienting,  as  to  fltew  each  im-^ 
pudent  laugher,  the  oflence  given  to» 
and  taken  by,  a  ptirity,  that  had  roif- 
taken  it's  w^y,  when  it  fell  into  (ach 
company. 

Such  is  the  woman,  fuch  is  the  an- 
gel, whom  thou  baft  betnyed  into  thy 
power,  and  wouldft  deceive  and  min. 
—Sweet  creature !  did.fli^  but  kaow 
how  flie  is  i'urrounded,  (as  I  then 
thought,  as  well  as  now  think)  and 
what  is  intended^  how  much  fooner 
would  death  be  her  choice,  dian  fo 
dreadful  a  fituationl—And  how  ef- 
fedually  would  her  ftory,  were  it  ge- 
nerally known,  warn  all  the  fen  againft 
throwing  themfelves  into  the  power  of 
oursy  let  our  vows,  oaths,  and  pio- 
teflations,  be  what  they  will  i 

But  let  me  beg  of  thee,  once  motet 
my  dear  Lovelace,  if  thou  haft  any  re- 
gard for  thine  own  hononr,  for  the  ho- 
nour  of  thy  family,  for  thy  fntnn 
peace,  or  for  my  opinion  of  thee,  (who 
yet  pretend  not  to  be  fo  moch  moved 
b^  principle^  as  bv  that  danling  me- 
rit which  ought  ftill  more  to  attiad 
tbft)  to  be  prevailed  upon— to  be— to 
htbuMMne^  that's  all-— Only,  that  thou 
wouldeft  not  difgracefrarconamon  ha- 
««anity! 

Hardened  as  thou  art,  I  know^  that 
they  are  the  abandoned  people  in  the 
houfe  who  keep  thee  up  to  a  reiblution 
againft  her.  O  that  the  fii^cioas  fair- 
one  (with  fo  much  innocent  charity  in 
her  own»  heart)  had  not  fo  re(blatdy 
held  thofe  women  at  diftance!— That, 
as  flie  hwrded  there,  flie  had  oftener 
tabUd  with  them  I  Specious  as  they 
are,  in  a  week's  time,  flie  would 'have 
ieen  through  them;  they  could  not 
have  been  always  fo  guanSed,  as  they 
were  when  they  iaw  her  but  fcldom, 
and  when  thev  frtpand  thcralelves  to 
fee  her}  and  flie  would  have  fled  their 
hoofe  as  a  place  infeAed.  And  yet, 
perhaps,  with  fo  determined  an  enters 
priser,  this  difcovery  might  have  ac« 
celerated  her  ruin. 

I  know  that  thou  art  nice  in  thy 
loyes.  But  are  there  not  hnndreds  oJF 
womeni  who>  though  not  utterly  a* 


t  SmPv  ^ 
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Kmjlotie^  Wbuld  be  taken  witir  tbee 
ibrmcre/fiyMMi/re^rdtl  Make  a  toy 9 
if  thou  wilty  of  prmciple  with  tpff^ 
to  fuch  of  the  fex  at  regard  it  as  a  tpyi 
inif  ro^  not  an  aagel  of  thofe  {>uritiet» 
whic1|^  in  her  own  opinion^  cooftitute 
'<ke  difSierence  between  angelick  and 
brutal  qualities. 

With  regard  to  the  pafllion  itfclf,  the 
te^  J{  foul  in  either  man  or  womany 
the  more  fenfual  are  they.  Thou, 
Xovelaco,  haft  a  'fouU  though  a  cor- 
rupted one;  and  art  more  intent  (at 
thou  even  glorieft)  upon  the  prepare- 
tiv;:  ^ratagem»  than  upon  tke  end  of 
conquering. 

See  we  not  the  natural  bent  of  ideott 
end  the  ci^zed?  the  veny  appetite  it 
SiK^i  and  when  we  ourfeUet  aft  moft 
fools,  and  crazed,  then  are  we  moft 
•eaper  in  thefe  (>urrfiitt.  See  what  foolt 
fhit  paifion  maket  the  wifeft  men! 
What  fniTellers,  what  dotards,  when 
ther  fuffer  themfeWet  to  be  run  away 
witn  by  itt— An  umpermmMtnt  f4^n  ! 
Since,  if  (aOiamedof  vCz  mon  proper 
name)  we  muft  call  it  lo*ue^  io'vefra- 
tified,  is  lonjeJatisfieHr^And  hve  fa- 
lufiedi  is  md^ercHCi  btgUM.  And  this 
is  the  cafe  where  con/tut  on  one  fide 
adds  to  the  obligation  on  the  other. 
What  then  but  remorie  can  follow  a 
forcible  attempt } 

Po  not  ^en  chafte  lovers  cbufe^obe 
alone  in  their  courtfbip  preparations, 
aihamed  to  have  even  a  child  to  witness 
to  thtir  foolifh  aftiontj  and  more  fool- 
i(k  «xpreflions  ?  It  this  deified  paflion, 
in  ir«  greateft  altitudes,  £tted  to  ftand 
the  day  ?  Do  not  the  loVers,  when  mn- 
4ual  confent  awaits  their  willt,  retire 
CO  covertt,  and  to  darkneftj  to  com- 
pleat  their  wifties?  And  (hall  fuch  a 
iheaking  paftlon  at  this,  which  can  be 
£0  eafily  gratifiQ4  by  viler  ohje^a,  be 
ftermkted  to  debafe  the  abbleft  ? 

Were  not  the  delays  of  thy  vile  pur- 
poies  owing  more  to  the  awe  which 
tier  majeftick  virtue  has  infpired  thee 
with,  than  to  thy  want  of  adroitnefs 
in  villainy}  [I  mufi  write  my  free  fen- 
timents  in  this  cafe;  for  have  I  not 
JeiM  the  angel?]  I  {hould  be  ready  |o 
cenfure  fome  of  thy  contrlvancet  and 
pretences  to  fufpend  the  expelled  day, 
as  /n//,  JIaUy  and  (to  me,  who  know 
thy  intention)  poor\  and  too  often  re- 


forted  te,  ea  nothing  eomet  of  them^ 
to  be  gloried  in  ;>  paiticularly  that' of 
Mennell,  the  vapourilh  lady,  and  the 
ready-furniihed  houft. 

She  muft  have  thought  Co  too,  at 
timet,  end  in  her  heart  defpifed  thee 
for  them,  or  love  thee  (ungrauful  ae 
tkouartl)  to  her  misfortttne;  as  w^ll 
as  entertain  hope  again  ft  probability. 
But  this,  would  afford  anotner  warning 
to  the  fex,  were  they  to  know  her  fto* 
ryi  as  it  would  (hew  them  what  poor 
pretences  they  muftySfMi  to  be  latisfied 
with,  if  once  they  put  themfelvet  int« 
the  power  of  a  dengning  man. 

It  trial  only  wat  thy  end,  as  once 
was  thy  pretence  *,  enough  furely  haH 
thoa  tried  this  paragon  of  virtue  and 
vigilance.  But  I  knew  thee  too  weU^ 
to  expe£):,  at  the  timt^  tjiat  thou  woulddfc 
ftop  there.  Men  ot  our  caft  put  no 
other  bound  to  their  views  upon  any  o£ 
the  fex,  than  what  want  of  power  cony- 
pelt  them  to  put.  I  knew  that  from 
one  advantage  gained,  thou  wouldeft 
proceed  to  attempt  another «,  Thy  ha- 
bitual averfion  to  wedlock^  too  well  £ 
knew;  and  indeed  thou  avoweft  thy 
hope  to  bring  her  to  cokabitntum^  ia 
that  very  letter  in  which  thou  pvetendeft. 
^rM/  to  be  thy  principal  viewf  • 

But  do  not  even  thy  own  frequent 
and  involuntary  remor&s,  when  thou 
haft  time,  place,  company,  and  every 
ofher  circumftancc,  to  favour  thee  ia 
thy  wicked  defign,  convince  thee,  thai; 
there  can  be  no  room  for  a  hope  fopce- 
fumptuout  f— -Why  then;  fince  thou 
wouideft  chttfe  to  marrvber  rather  thaa 
lofe  her,  wilt  thou  make  her  hate  thee 
for  ever  ? 

Bet  if  thou  dareft  to  meditate  per^ 
finai  trial,  and  art£ncere  in  thy  refo- 
lution  to  lewaad  her,  as  (he  behaves  la 
it,  let  me  befeech  thee  to  remove  her 
from  this  vile  houfe.  That  will  be  to 
give  her  and  thy  confcience  fair  play. 
So  entirely  now  does  the  fweet  deluded  ' 
excellence  depend  upon  her  fuppofed 
^happier  prefpeAt,  thit  thou  needeit  not, 
to  fear  that  (be  will  fly  from  thee,  or 
that  (he  will  wifh  to  hAve  recourfe  to 
that  fcheme  of  Mifs  Howe,  which  hat 
put  thee  upon  what  thou  calleft  thy 
mOftir-Jhrokr, 

•  But  whatever  be  thy  determination 
on  thit  headj.  an«l  if  I  v^htc.  not  ia 


•  See  Vol.  III.  Letter  XIV. 

^  See  Vol.  IIL  p.  3  36.    See  aUb  Letters  XIL  XIIL  ©f  that  Volume, 
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tllfM»i  but  tlMt  tb0«i  baft  iftvally  putkd 
MP  the  Biaflt)  let  it  not  be  one  of  thy 
l^ricety  if  dioo  wonkteft  atoid  the 
curfet  of  evecy  hearty  and  hereafter  of 
thy  &ktkf  to  gti«  her,  no  not  for  one 
liottr,  (be  her  refentment  ever  lb  great )^ 
Into  the  po«»cr  of  that  rillatnotta  wo* 
inani  who  hati  if  pofRble,  lefs  remorft 
than  tbyfelfj  and  whofe  tr^uie  it  U  tm 
htttk  the  itfifting  IfMrit,  and  utterly  to 
ruin  the  beart  unpraftifed  in  etil.— -O 
I«o?dace»  Lovelace,  how  many  dread- 
ful Horiea  could  thtt  horrid  #oman  tell 
the  fexl  And  ftall  that  of  a  Clariifii 
fwell  the  gfalty  lift  f 

Butthit  I  might  haft  fpared.  Of 
tllity  devil  at  thou  art,  thou  canft  not 
lie  capable*  Thou  couldft  not  enjoy  a 
triumph  to  di%raceful  to  thy  wicked 
)pride,  as  well  as  to  humanity* 

ShMildeft  thou  think^  that  the  me^ 
lancboly  fpeftacle  hourly  before  roe  hat 

erne  more^ferioua  than  ufual,  per- 
thoo  wilt  not  be  miftaken.  But 
tiotbing  moft  it  to  be  inferred  from 
hence  (were  I  even  to  return  to  my 
former  courfes)  but  that  whenever  tlie 
time  of  cool  refteAion  cometj'  whetbet^ 
turougbt  on  by  our  own  difafters,  or  by 
thofe  of  others,  we  fhall  Undoubtedly^ 
jf  capable  of  thought,  and  if  we  have 
time  for  it,  think  in  the  fame  manner. 

We  ileitherof  us  are  fuch  fboh  as  to 
Hlflbelieve  a  futurity,  or  to  think,  what- 
«ver  be  ou#pra^ice,  that  v^  came  hi- 
•ther  by  chance,  and  for  no  end  but  to 
^o  all  the  milbhief  we  have  it  in  our 
power  to  do.  Nor  am  I  afhtmed  to 
•own,  that  in  the pravers  which  my  poOr 
«ncle  makes  me  read  toliim,  in  theab- 
fence  of  a  very  good  clergyman  who 
-regularly  attends  him,  I  do  not  forget 
to  put  in  a  word  ot  two  for  my felf • 

If,  Lovelace,  diou  laughrA  at  me^ 
thy  ridieult  will  be  nrare  conformable  to- 
thy  tUiwts  than  to  thy  betiiJ\'^Deftils 
Mim/f  and  trimbU.  Canft  thou  foe 
toore  abandoned  than  they  ? 

And  here  let  me  add,  with  regard  to 
iny  poor  old  man,  that  I  often  wilh 
thee  prcfent  bot  for  one  half- hour  fo  a 
<tay,  to  fee  the  dregs  of  a  gay  life  run- 
"fling  off  in  the  moft  excruciating  tor« 
luces,  that  the  colick,  the  ftone,  and 
Ae  fu)]g;eon'f  knife,  can  unitedly  in* 
tfift,  and  to  heat  him  bewail  the  dif- 
ibiuteneft  of  his  paft  life>  in  the  bkter- 
tft  aaguifli  of  a  fpirit  every  hour  ex> 
pefting  to  be  called  to  it'a  lad  account* 
— Vet,  by  all  ^it  confcfligfts  ht  bal^ 


not  to  nceufe  himfelf,  in  iiity.fiitei 
yeart  of  Kft,  of  half  the  vtfy  vile  enor- 
mttiea,  which  you  and  I  have  coramit* 
ted  in  the  laft  (even  only, 

I  conclude  with  recomaaeiidintf  to 
your  ftrio«s  confideration  all  I  hafo 
written,  as  proceeding  ifroro  the  heart 
and  foul  oi  jour  mfftittdfruud^ 

John  Bfitroap. 


LETTER    LVIf. 

MR.    liOrtLACE,  TO  |OBN   ftSL- 
FORD»  ES<^ 

nrvKsOAY  AVTtavooii,  jviial. 

DIFFICULTIES  ftill  tube  got 
over  in  procuring  this  plagvy  1^* 
cence.  I  ever  hated,  and  ever  fliall 
hate,  thefe  fpiritual  lawyers,  and  their 
court. 

And  now.  Jack,  if  I  have  mcA  fr- 
cvred  vi39iy,  I  have  a  reirua. 
But  iK^dwThy  liervaat  with  a  let* 


♦  ». 

A  C0NP0«iii>ci>  hmg  oiie»  fSbonffa 
not  a  marrMthfi  one— Once  more  in  be- 
-faalf  of  this  lady!«^Lie  theedown,  od^ 
dity!  What  eanft  thou  write  ihat  caa 
have  force  upon  me  at  thia  crifia?— And 
have  I  not,  as  I  went  along,  made  diee- 
tofay  alltliatwaa  neceftai^  f or  thee  ft 
fay? 

•  # 

Yet  once  more,  I  will  take  dice  op. 

'Trite,  JfaU,  foor^  (f^yeft  thou)  ars 
femeof  mycontrrvancet?  That  of  the 
widowpaiticolarly  f->I  haveno  patience 
vrkh  thee.  Had  not  that  contrivance  it's 
cife£l  at  that  time,  for  a  procraftinatioa? 
-—And  had  I  not  then  rcafba  to  ^, 
•tiiat  the  lady  wopld  find  eno«wfa  to 
make  her  diflike  this  houie  }  And  was 
it  not  right  (intending  what  I  intended) 
to  lead  her  oh^irom  tnne  to  time,  with 
a  notion,  that  a boufeot^ber  own  would 
be  ready  for  her  fo<niy  in  order  to  in- 
duce lier  to  coininae  here  titt  it  was  \ 

Tritt,flalit  and  p09r  /— Th«iu  art  f 
filly  fellow,  and  no  indge,  when  fhon 
fayeft  thtl*  Had  I  not,  like  a  block- 
head^  revdled  to  thee,  as  I  ^Mstf  «Im;, 
the  ftcret  pnrnofes  dfsny  benit,  bot  bad 
kept  nil  4n^  titl  the  event  had  eMiakied 
my  myfteries,  I  would  have  defied  tbee 
to  have  been  able,  -any  more  than  tbe 
indy,  to  bave  gucftd  «l  vrfaat  was  to 
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htf:A  hcti  tiU  it  had  tStiMy  covm  f  ' 
tMfr.  Nor  <b«bt  1^  in  this  ci(e«  tluic» 
inAcid  of  pitrtiming  to  reflpjt  iipo« 
her  for  credulity,  atlwinjiw/  l#  her 
mdsfiriumf  tnd  for  ihfciyr  againJI  prgbm-^ 
Smm^  thou  wouldcft  have  been  readier, 
bf  far,  to  ccnfure  her  for  nicety  and 
over-fcrupnloufneia*  And,  letmeteU 
thee,  that  had  (he  loved  me  as  I  witfied 
fccr  to  love  me,  fhe  could  not  poffibly 
have  been  fo  very  apprehenfive  of  my 
defigna,  nor  fo  ready  to  be  influenced 
fcv  Mifs  Hoiwe'i  precautiont ,  at  (he  haa 
always  been,  although  my  general  cha^, 
raAor  madmot  for  me  wim  her. 

But  in  thy  opinion,  1  fiiffur  for  that 
fimpKcity  in  my  contrivances,  which 
is  their  principal  excellence.  No  ma- 
chinery make  I  neccd&rv.  No  unna- 
tural flights  aim  I  at.  Ail  pure  nature, 
eakingadvanttecof  nature,  as  nature 
tends;  and  fii  fimpie  mj  devices,  that 
when  they  are  known,  thou,  even  tbtit 
imaginei,  thou  couldeft  have  thought 
of  tM  fiune.  And  indeed  thon  feemeft 
Co  Mcw,  that  the  flight  thou  putieft  upon 
them,  is  owing  to  my  ktting  thee  into 
them.  befoM*hand-^«ndiflingiiifliing, 
«s  well  as  ungrateful  as  thou  arti 

Vet,  after  all,  I  would  not  have  ihee 
^nk,  that  I  do  not  know  my  weak 
places.  I  have  Utmkdy  told  thee,  that 
It  ii  dificnk  for  the  ablefl  general  to 

.  fay  what  he  will  do,  or  what  he  cam 
do,  when  he  is  obliged  >to  rfeu<ate  hii 
motions  by  thofe  of  a watchfuTcnemy'** 
-If  thou  givefl  due  weight  to  this  con- 
fideration,  thou  wik  not  wonder  that  I 
fliiould  make  many  marches  and  coun* 
termarohes,  (bme  of  which  may  np- 
f0ar  to  a  flight  obferver  unneceflary. 

But  let  me  cnHbrily  eater  into  de- 
bate with  thee  on  this  fubjeft,  now  I 
am  within  fight  of  my  iourney's  end. 
'  Abundance  of  impertinent  ^ings 
thou  tcileft  me  in  this  letter;  fome  of 
which  tfiou  hadfl  iirom  myfl!lf  j  others 
that  I  knew  before. 

Allthat  thou  fayef^  in  this  chtrmimr 
creature^s  praife,  is  Chert  of  what  1 
have  fatd  and  wrhten,  on  the  tnexhanfti- 
h\t  fubjca. 

N  Her  virtue,  iter  redftance,  whicK  aw 
.her  merittt  are  my ftimiHatrves.    fiaue 

'    I  not  told  thee  fo  twenty  tinies  over? 
*     be^ilt  as  theie  girls  between  them 
call  me,  what  of  deWl  am  I,  but  in  mv 
€9jarivMC€iP  I  am  not  more  a  devil. 


than  others,  in  the  imi  Iatm»t|  for' 
when  I  have  carriedmy  point,  it  is  till 
but  OJM  ftduAion.  And  I  have  peab» 
haps  been  fpared  the  guilt  of  asawf  lb* 
duiftiona  in  the  time. 

What  of  uncommon  wouki  there  be 
in  this  cafe,  but  for  her  watchfulnefsf 
i— As  well  as  I  love  intricue  and  flm* 
tagem,  doft  think,  that  f  had  not  ra» 
therhave  gained  myend  withltfttvou* 
hie  and  le(s  guilt  f 

The  man,  let  me  tell  thee,  wha  it 
as  wicked  as  he  cam  be,  is  a  «N>rfl»mait 
than  I  am.  Let  me  aflc  any  rake  in 
England,  if,  refolving  to  carry  bin 
point,  he  would  have  beenyi  kng  akomt 
it  f  or  have  bad  y&  aiifc^rMi;*««tfMsran 
IhaVehadr 

IVere  every  rakt,  nay,  were  tvtry 
tnan,  to  iet  down,  as  I  do,  an^  wrim 
all  that  enters  into  his  head,  or  into  bin 
heart,  and  to  accufe  himfelf  withfyal 
freedom  tnd  truth,  what  an  army  nf 
mifcreants  fliould  i  have  to  keep  me  m 
countenance!  » 

It  is  a  maxim  with  fome,  that  if  fhtgr 
are  left  alone  with  a  wonian,  and  mam 
not  an  attempt  upon  her,  Ike  will  think 
herfdf  affronted-* Are  not  foch  aten  a» 
thefe  worfe  than  I  am }  What  an  tpt« 
nion  mufl  thev  have  of  the  whole  fexf 

Let  me  demd  the  fez  I  ib  6tutf 
love.  If  thefe  elder  brethren  of  miH 
think  they  have  genond  reafon  for  thenr 
aflertion,  they  mull  have  kq>t  v<ry  bad 
company,  or  muft  j^idge  of  woment 
hearts  by  their  own.  She  muft  be  ap 
abandoned  woman,  who  will  not  flirinki 
as  a  fntil  into  it*s  fliell,  ntz  graft  and 
fud^M  attempt.  A  modell  woman  muft 
be  naturally  cold,  refer^md^  and  fiy^ 
She  cannot  bey&  mucb^  and  fofiom  u- 
fefted  asKbertines  are  apt  to  imt^ne. 
She  muft,  at.  Itafiy  have  foma  confl« 
dcncerathe50ff0«>*and//ifjrr«  of  a  man^ 
before  defire  can  poiCbly  put  forth  im, 
her,  to  encourage  and  meet  his  flame* 
For  my  own  part,  I  haw  been  alwa^ 
decent  in  the  coihpany  of  women,  till 
I  ^tntfare  of  thera.  Nor  have  I  ever 
offered  a  ^r^a/ offence,  till  I  havefoumi 
Utth  ones  paiTed  over^  and  that  they 
Ihunned  tne  not,  when  they  knew  mV 
character. 

My  divine  Clarifla  has  pnztled  mt« 
and  beat  me  out  of  my  play:  at  onn 
time,  I  hoped  to  overcome  by  intmi- 
daiing  herj  at  atiothex^  by  love^  by  the 
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waiormi%fit'firj9y  is  I  luiTe  called  it  *. 
Aixd  I  have  only  now  to  join  furprixe 
to  the  other  two»  and  fee  what  can  be 
done  by  all  three. 

And  whofe  property,  I  pray  thee,  (hall 
3  invade,  if  \  purfuemy  fchemetof  love 
«nd  vengeance?  Have  not  thofe  who 
Jbve  a  right  to  her,  renounced  that 
jtight?  Have  they  not  wilfully  expofed 
Jier  to  dangers?  Vet  mull  ki)ow,  that 
fuch  a  woman  would  be  considered  as 
lawhU  prize,  by  as  mai^y  as  could  have 
the  opportunity  to  attempt  her  ?^— And 
had  they  not  ttius  cruelly  expofed  her» 
is  ihe  not  a  Jingle  *woman  T  And  need 
J.tell  thee.  Jack,  that  men  of  our  caft» 
the  btfi  of  them»  [the  luorfi  ftick  at  no- 
thing] think  it  a  ^r^at  grace  and  favour 
-done  lo  the  married  men»  if  they  leave 
•them  their  wives  to  themfelves;  and 
compo^und  for  their  fillers »  daughters, 
wards,  and  nieces  \  Shocking  as  thefe 
principles  mull  be  to  a  refleAin  j;  mind, 
jet  fuch  thou  knoweft  are  the  principles 
of  thouf^nds,  (who  would  not  aCt  fo 
•gcneroudy,  as  ffaave  afted  by  ahnoft 
all  the  fex,  over  whom  I  have  obtained 
a  power;}  and  as  often  carried  into 
practice,  as  their  opportunities  or  cou- 
lagewill  permit. — Suck  therrforehave 
BO  right  to  blame  j»^. 
,•     Thou  repeatedly  pleaded  her  fuffer- 

*  ings  from  her  family.  But  I  have  too 
often  anfwered  this  plea,  to  need  to  fay 
any  more  now,  than  that  file  has  not 
fufiered  for  iisy  fakt.  For  has  (he  not 
been  made  the  vi6lim  of  the  malice  of 
her  rapacious  brother  and  envious  filler, 
who  only  waited  for  an  occafion  to  ruin 
ber  with  her  other  relations)  and  took 

.this  as  the  firft  to  drive  her  out  of  the 
boufe;  and  as  it  happened,  into  mv 
arms ?— -Thou  knoweft  how  much 
agamji  ber  inclinathn. 

As  for  her  0xv»  fins,  how  many  has 
the  dear  creature  to  anfwer  for  to  ieve 
and  to  me  ^*-T vpcnty  times»  and  fwenty 
tinkes  twenty,  has  fiie  not  told  me,  that 
Ihe  refufed  nyt  the  odiout  Soliset  ia 
favour  to  me  ?  And  as  often  has  ihe 
not  pffercd  to  renounce  me  for  the  fingle 

*  life,  if  the  implacahles  would  have  re- 
ceived her  on  tnat  condition?— Of  what 
repetitions  does  thy  weak  pity  make  me 
guilty? 

To  look  a  little  farther  back:  Canft 
|)i9u  forget  what  my  fufferings  were 


from  this  haughty  lieatity  in  the  ^Bett 
tinge  of  my  attendance  upon  her  proii^ 
motions,  m  the  purlieus  of  Harlowe 
Place,  and  at  the  little  White  Hart  at 
Neale,  as  we  called  it?— Did  I  not 
threaten  vcnceanceupon  her  then,^aBd 
had  I  not  rea&n  ?}  for  di  (appointing  mfc 
of  a  promifed  interview  ? 

0  Jack !  what  a  night  had  I  in  the 
bleak  coppice  adjoining  to  her  father's 
paddock!  My  linen  and  wig  frozen  | 
my  limbs  abfolutely  numbed  $  my 
fingers  only  fenfibleof  fo  much  warmth, 
as  enabled  me  to  hold  a  pen ;  and  that 
obtained  by  rubbing  the  fkin  oif,  and 
by  beating  with  ray  hands  my  ihiver- 
ing  fides!  Kneeling  on  the  boar-mofs 
on  one  knee,  writing  on  the  other,  if 
the  ftifffcrawl  could  be  called  writing  I 
My  feet,  by  the  time  I  had  done,  feem- 
ing  to  have  taken  root,  and  aflually 
unable  to  fopport  me  for  fome minutes! 
—Love  and  rage  then  kept  my  heart  in 
motion,  [and  only  love  and  rage  could 
do  it]  or  how  much  more  than  I  did. 
fufler,  muft  I  have  fufiered ! 

1  told  thee,  at  my  melancholy  return^ 
what  were  the  contents  of  the  letter  I 
wrotef  •  And  I  flievredthee  afterwards^ 
her  tyrannical  anfwer  to  it  J.  Thou, 
then,  Jack,  lovedft  thy  friend;  and 
pitiedft  thy  poor  fuffering  Lovelace. 
Even  the  affronted  god  of  Loveapproved 
then  of  my  threatened  vengeance  again  ft 
the  fair  proihifer;  though  now  with 
.thee,  in  the  day  of  my  power,  for^tful 
of  the  night  of  my  fufferingrg,  he  is  be* 
come  an  advocate  for  her. 

Nay,  was  it  not  he  himfelf  that 
brought  to  me  my  adorable  Nemefis  \ 
and  hpth  together  put  me  upon  ibis 
very  vow.  That  I  would  never  reft  till 
I  had  drawn  in  this  goddcfs-daugbtcr 
of  the  Harlowes.to  cohabit  with  me; 
and  that  in  the  face  of  all  their  proud 
family? 

Nor  canft  thou  forget  this  vow.— At 
this  inftant  I  have  thee  before  me,  as 
then  thou  (brrowfuUy  lookedft.  Tbj 
ftrooe  feature*  glowing  with  compau 
iionrorme{  thy  lipa  twilled;  thy  fore- 
head furrowed ;  thy  whole  face  drawn 
out  from  the  ftupid  round  into  the 
|rhaftIyoval;  every  mufde contributing 
it*s  power  to  compleat  the  afpefl  grie- 
vous;  and  not  one  word  couldft  tho« 
utteT)  but  amem  to  my  vow. 
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Altd  what  of  diftioguiibiog  love,  of    doft  thou'tbink,  J  would  have  tameli' 
favour,  or  confidence,  have  I  had  from    given  up  the  lady  to  TowBfcnd^a  tarai  *  . 

What  meaneft  thou,  except  to  over*, 
throw  thy  own  ,plea,  when  thoii  fayeft^ 
tbai  min  nfwr  cafi  inoiv  nooib^r  bound 
to  their  'wickednefs,  but  ava/it  ofpoutttr^ 
yet  k  no  weft  this  lady  to  M  in  mine? 

InoM^b,  fa)reft  thou  y  have  i  tried  tbif 
paragon  ofwrtue.  Not  fp ;  for  I  havo 
not  tried  her  at  aIl^*AIl  I  have  been  do-. 
ing,  is  hut. preparation  to  a  tried. 

But  thou  ait  concerned  for  the /a/r««t  ' 
that  I  may  baverecourfe  to  in  iheirial^ 
and  for  my  'veracity. 

Silly  fellow  I---Did  ever  any  man, 
thinkeft  thou,  deceive  a  woman,  but  at 
the  expeace  of  his  veracity;  how^  other-' 
wife,  can  he  be  faid  to  deceiz-e  r* 

As  to  tho  means t  thou  dofV  not  ima- 
gine, that  I  ezpe^l  a  dir^ii  confent.  My 
main  hope  is  but  in  a  yielding  re« 
iu^ance^  -without  which  I  will  be 
fworn,  whatever  rape^  have  been  at- 
tempted, none  ever  were  committed^ 
one  perfon  to  one  p^rfon.  And  good 
Queen  Befs  of  England,  had  (he  beea 
living,  and  appealed  to,  wpuld  liave  de- 
clared herfelf  of  my  mind. 

It  would  not  be  amifs  for  the  fex  to 
know,  what  our  opinions  are  upon  thia 
fiibje6l.  I  love  to  warn  them.  I  wift 
no  man  to  fucceed  with  them  but  my- 
felf.  I  told  thee  once,  that  though  a 
raie,  I  am  not  a  rake*sfrie7id*. 

Thou  fayeft,  that  I  ever  hated  wed- 
loclc.  And  true  thou  fayeft.  And  yet 
Oi  trie,  when  thou  tcUeflt  me,  that  I 
lAfovld  rather  marry  than  lofe  this  Jadyi 
And  tvilljbe  detefi  me  for  enisr^  thinkeft  . 
tho|i,  if  I  try  her,  and  fucceed  not?— 
Take  care— Take  care.  Jack! — See* 
thou  not,  that  thou  warneft  me,  that 
I  do  not  try  without  refolving  to  con- 
quer? 

I  muft  add,  that  I  have  for  fome  tim6 
been  convinced,  that  I  have  done  wrongs 
to  fcribble  to;tbee.fo  freely  as  I  have 
done>  (and  the  more  fo,  if  I  make  the 
lady' legally  mine^)  for  has  not  cveiy 
letter  I  have  written  to  thee,  been  a  bill 
of,  indictment  againft  otyfelf?  I  maf 
partly  curfe  nw  vanity^  tor  it;  and  I 
think  I  will  refrain  for  the  future;  for 
thou  art  really  very  impertinent. 

A^M^man^  I  own,  might  urge  manjr 
of  the  things  thou  urgeft;  but,  by  mf 
foul,  they  come  very  aukwaridy  from 


Tier  fince,  to  make  roe  forego  this  tow? 

I  renewed  it  not,  indeed,  afterwards; 
and'^aftually,  for  a  long  feafon,  was 
willing  to  forget  it ;  till  repetitions  of 
the  fame  faults  revived  the  remembrance 
of  the  former.  And  now  adding  lo  thofe 
the  contents  of  fome  of  Mifs  Howe's 
▼irulent  letters,  fo  lately  come  at,  what 
canft  thou  fay  for  the  rebel,  confiftent 
with  thy  loyalty  to  thy  friend  ? 

Every  man  to  his  genius  and  confti- 
tution.  Hannibal  was  called  The  fa^ 
therof<warlikeflratagems.  Had  Han- 
nibal been  a  private  roan,  and  turne^ 
'  his  plotting  head  againft  tlie.  other  fex^ 
or  had  I  been  a  general,  and  turned 
mine  againft  fuch  of  tpy  ftllow-crea- 
tures  of  mj  own,  as  I  thought  myfelf 
«ntitled  to  conilder  as  my  enemies,  bc- 
caufc  they  were  born  and  lived  in  a  dif- 
ferent climate:  Hannibal  would  have 
done  Icfs  raifcnicf;  Lovelace  more, — 
That  would  have  been  the  difference. 

Not  a  fovercign  on  earth,  if  he  be  not 
tLgood  mim,  and  if  he  be  of  a  warlike 
temper,  but  muft  do  a  thoufand  times 
more  mifcbief  than  I.  And  why?  Be- 
caufc  he  has  it  in  his  /OT4W...to  do 
more. 

An  honeft  man,  perhaps  thbu'lt  fay, 
will  notwiih  to  have  it  in  his  power  ta 
do  hurt.  He  ought  not,  let  me  tell  him: 
for,  if  he  have  it,  a  thoufand  to  one  but 
it  makes  him  both  wanton  and  wicked. 

In  what,  then,  am  I  fo  Jingularly 
vile? 

In  my  contrivances,  thou  wilt  fay, 
(for  thou  art  my  echo)  if  not  in  mjr 
propofed  end  of  them .  ,^ 

How  difficult  does  every  man  find  it, 
as  well  as  I,  to  forego  a  predominant 
'  paffionl  I  have  three  palfions  that  fway 
me  by  turns  \  all  imperial  ones.  Love, 
Revenge,  Ambition,  or  a  defirc  of  con* 
queft. 

As  to  this  particular  contrivance  of 
Tomlinfon  and  the  uncle,  which  per- 
haps thou  wilt  think  a  black  one;  that 
had  been  fpared,  had  not  thefe  innocent 
ladies  put  me  upon 'finding  a  hufband 
for  their  Mrs.  Townfend :  that  device^ 
therefore,  is  but  a  preventive  one. 
Thinkeft  thou,  that  I  could  bear  to  be 
outwitted  ?  And  may  not  this  venr  con- 
trivance fave  a  world  of  ffliichief?  For 
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Acc.>  And  tfiOQ  mui  be  fimriUe,  that 
I  CM  anfwcr  crerj  titUe  of  what  thmi 
wmcft,  upon  the  foot  of  tha  maxims  nut 
kmvf  loHg  bfid  mnd  farfued.'^By  the 
ipcoimeti  above,  thou  wilt  ftc  that  I 


And  prVtfaee  tell  mt^  Jack,  what  btit 
Ihia  that  followa  would  have  been  the 
opitoane  of  mine  and  my  bdoved '  s  ftory , 
J^r'Unyeart  eoJMkatmMy  had  I  never 
written  to  thee  upon  the  fulneA^  and 
iMkd  I  not  been  mv  own  accourf 
*  Robert  Lovelace^  a  notorioua  #o« 
aaan*eater,  makes  hie  addreficft  in  an 
hoBovn^le  way  to  Mifs  Clarifia  Har- 
lowe-;  a  young  lad^  of  the  higbeft  me- 
rit-—>Forrcinet  on  both  (idet  ont  of  the 
quenion* 

*  After  enconraqgcmcnt  given,  be  ia 
•nAilted  by  her  violent  brother}  who 
thinkt  it  his  interefttodifconntenanee 
the  match;  and  who  at  lail  challenge 
ins  htm,  is  obliged  to  take  his  worth-  ' 
lels  life  at  his  hands. 

*  The  family,  as  much  enraged,  as  if 
be  had  Mett  the  life  he  ga'Oif  hifult 
him  perfonaily,  and  find  out  an  o4iou« 
lover  for  the  young  lady. 

*  To  avoid  a  forced  tnarri.ige,  (he  is 
peevailod  upon  to  take  a  ilep»  wiiich 
throws  her  mto  Mr.  Lovelace's  pro- 
tcAion. 

*  Yet,  difcUiming  any  padion  for 
him,  ihe  repeatedly  ofkn  to  renoonce 
him  for  ever,  if,  on  that  condition,  her 
relations  will  receive  her,  and  free 
her  from  the  addrel^  of  the  man  (he 
nates* 

*  Mr.  Lovelace,  amanof  ftrong^- 
fions,  and,  as  fome  fisy,  of  great  pnde, 
thinks  himfelf  under  very  iinle  obli- 
gation to  her  on  this  accotintf  and  not 
being  naturally  fbnd  of  niaiTiiiee,«nd 
having  Co  much  reafon  to  hate  her  re- 
lations, endeavours  to  prevail  tipon 
her  to  live  with  him,  what  he  calls  tht 
lifirfl^tmirt  and  at  Jaft,  by.iftmta- 
gem,  an,  avifd  contdvanoe,pn»rail». 

<  He  refiol  vcs  never  to  man^  any  other 
woman :  takes  tt  pride  lo  have  her 
called  by  his  name :  a  cAwncb-riie  all 
the  ditfenence  between  them  \  tremt 
her  with  deihrtvd  tendemels.  Nobody 
i{ueftioas  their  «iama|(e  liiit  timw 
pinoud  rdations  of  hei%,  wtiom  be 
wishes  to  queftiein  it,  Evti*^  vvw  a 
charming  boy«  FortttMi  to  tuiqport 
the  iacrcailDg  fiunily  with  fplendor* 


A  tender  father*  Alwtyl  Iwira 
friend}  a  generous  landlord,  and  * 
Mnftnal  paymafter.  Now-and-thcn, 
nowever,  pmaps,  indulging  with  a 
nev^  ob|e6l,  in  order  to  bring  him  back 
with  jmater  delight. to  his  charmtag 
Clarifia^-His  only  fault  love  of  the 
fea— Which,  neverthelefs,  the  women 
lay,  virill  cure  itfelf— Defenfible  thus 
\fmr^  that  he  breaks  no  contraAs  hy 
his  rovinge.' 

And  what  is  tbeie  fb  very  gieatly 
amifi,  AS  TRB  WOULD  OOKSj  in  all 
this? 

Let  me  aver,  that  there  are  thou&nds 
and  tett  thonfands,  who  have  worft 
ibMnes  to  tell  than  this  would  appear  to 
be,  had  I  not  interefted  thee  in  tbepro' 
grefs  to  my  great  end.  And  befides, 
thou  knoweft  that  the  chara6^er  I  gave 
myfelf  to  Jofeph  Leman,  as  to  my  treat* 
ment  of  my  roiftiefies,  is  pretty  near 
the  truths 

Were  I  to  be  as  miich  in  emneft  in' 
my  defence,  as  thou  art  warm  in  my 
arraignment,  I  could  convince  thee,  by- 
other  arguments,   obfervations,    and 
comparifens,  \lsmtaU hmwmm gi9d mtd 
e^fii  €$mpatmrvef'\  that  though  firoai 
my  ingenuous  temper,  (writing  only  to 
thee,  who  art  mafter  of  every  feciet  of 
mv  heart)  I  am  fo  ready  to  aceofemy- 
ieff  in  my  narrations;  yet  I  have  fame* 
thifiET  to  fay  /»r  myfeu  to  myfelf,  as  I 
go  along  s  though  no  one  elfe,  aerbaps, 
Siat  was  not  a  rake,  would  allow  aay 
weight  to  it.— And  this  caocioa  nigbt 
I  give  to  thoufands,  who  would  mp 
fbr  a  ftone  to  throw  at  me:  •  See  ditt 
your  own  fre^tmmaui  fafiiit^  wfaai« 
ever  they  be,  horry  yu»  not  into  m 
much wickedvwfs,  as awsr dome.  See, 
if  yebappen  to  be  bater  tban  i  in  toe 
thiti^s,  that  yearenot  woriein  othcn) 
and  inpofints  too,  tbatmay  beof  moie 
eatenffvehad  conA^oenna,  shaa  thsl 
of  inducing  a  girl,  {and  uking  cam 
tofbtraitoi  wards)  who/rMs  bn  amdk 
Jut^aNrndtMi  ataimar  <ym«^  ifcr  dr- 
U(j/ms  sf  MM/    And  yet  i  am  net  lb 
toanial  ta  my  «wn  Iblltes  m%  to  tbak 
UgMy  of /^  ia«lt»  wbea  i  allMmy. 
Alf  to  think. 

Ana«lierM«v^thri^wili  IaM,«o# 
wytuRidisiat  SodearlydDllasatfae 
Mt,  fiiMt  had  I  feaad,  nmt  a  ch 


Ibr  virtue  had  beea  jgmtMMf  mt^m 
to  receauneiid  mc  to  theiii>  I  muU 
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hvrt  Imd  a  Ynucb  grtefer  rttfird  to  my 
morals  as  to  the  fez,  than  I  have  had. 

To  fum  up  all— I  am  fufficientl/  ap- 
tK-iaed,  that  loen- of  worthy  and  honeft 
Ikearts,  wlio  never  allowed  themlejvea 
in  prtmeditated  evil,  and  who  take  into 
the  account  the  excellences  of  thisfint 
cieature,  ^ill  and  ituft  not  only  con- 
demn, but  abbof  me,  were  they  to  know 
as  much  of  me  as  thou  doft.  Butj  me* 
thinks,  I  would  be  glad  to  efcape  the 
cenfure  of  thofe  men,  and  of  thofe  wo- 
.mea  too,  who  have  never  knov^n  what 
capital  trials  and  temptations  are ;  of 
thofe  who  have  no  genius  for  enter* 
prize;  of  thofe  who  want  rather  cou* 
raee'than  will{  and  moft  particularly 
ofthofe,  who  have  only  kept  their  ie* 
crct  better  than  I  have  kept,  or  wi(h  to 
keep,  mine.  Were  thefe  exceptions  to 
take  place,  perhaps.  Jack,  I  (hould  have 
ten  to  acquits  to  one  that  would  «od- 
demn  me.  Have  I  not  often  faid^  Tbat 
human  nature  is  a  rogue  f 

I  THREATENED  abovc  fo  refrain 
writing  to  thee.  Bjvt  t^e  it  not  to 
beart,  Jack«-I  muft  write  on»  and  can- 
not help  it. 

LETTER    LVIll, 

UR.  LOVELACE,    TO   JOHN    BtL- 
FORD,'ES(^ 

widnXbday  night,  II  o'clock* 

FAITH,  Jack,  thou  hadft  half  un- 
done me  with  th^r  nonfenfe,  though 
I  would  not  own  it  in  my  yefterday*s 
letter:  my  Confcience  of  thy  party  be*- 
Fore.— ^But  I  think  X  am  my  own  man 
again. 

So  near  to  execution  my  plot  j  To  near 
(pringingmyminej  all  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  women  and  me^  or  I  believe  , 
thou  hadft  overthrown  me. 

I  have  time  for  a  few  lines  prepara^ 
live  to  what  is  to  happen  in  an  hour  or 
two;  and  I  love  to  write  to  the  mo- 
nunt. 

We  have  been  extremely  happy.  How 
many  agreeable  days  have  we  known 
together  !*— What  may  the  next  two 
hours,  produce? 

When  1  parted  twrith  my  charmer, 
(which  I  did,  with  infinite  relii6iancs, 
naif  an  hour  ago)  it  was  upon  her  pro- 
mi  fe,  that  ihe  would  not  fit  up  to  write 
«r  read.    For  fo  engaging  was  this  cop- 


verfatbii  to  me,  (and  indeed  nljr  beha* 
viour  throughout  the  whole  of  it  wat 
confeffedly  agreeable  to  her)  that  I  \vk* 
fifted,  if  Oie  did  not  dire£^Iy  retire  ta 
reft,  that  ihe  (hould  add  another  happy 
hoOr  to  the  fbrnter. 

To  have  fat  up  writing  or  reading 
half  the  night,  as  ihe  fometimes  does^ 
would  have  fruftrated  mvview,  as  thoii 
wilt  obftrve,  when  my  little  plot  un- 
ravels. 

<  What— What— What  nowj— 

*  Bounding  villain!  woQldftthouchaaki 
*mtV 

I  was  fpeaking  to  my  heart,  Jack!-^ 
It  vras  then  at  my  throat.— And  what 
IS  all  this  for^^Thefe  ihy  women,  how^ 
when  a  main  thinks  himielf  near  thft 
mark,  do  they  tempeft  him ! 

'  Is  all  readv,  Dorcas?  Hat  mytie^^ 

*  loved  kept  ner  word  with  me?'** 
Whether  are  thefe  billowy  heaving* 
owin^  more  to  love  or  to  fear  ?  I  cannot 
tell  for  the  foul  of  me,  of  which  I  have 
mofti  If  I  can  but  take  her  before  her 
apprehenfioD,  before  her  eloquence,  \% 
awake-^ 

Limbs,  why  thus  eonvulfed?--* 
Knees,  till  now  fo  firmly  knit,  why 
thus  relaited  ?  Why  beat  you  thus  to«> 
gather?  Will  not  thefe  trembling  fin« 
gers,  which  twice  have  refufedto  direft 
the  pen^  fail  me  in  the  arduous  mo  a 
m«nt? 

Once  again.  Why  and  for  what  all 
thefe  tonvulfions  ?  This  projeft  is  not 
to  end  in  matrimof^,  furely  t 

But  the  confequcnces  muft  beg^reater 
than  I  had  thought  of  till  this  moment^*-* 
My  beloved's  deftiny  or  ray  own  roajT 
depend  upon  the  iffue  of  the  two  next 
hours  I 

I  win  recede,  I  think  !-• 

#     m 

Soft,  O  virgin  faint,  andfafe  ai  foft^ 
be  thy  flb>nbers  I 

I  will  now  once  more  ttirn  to  itif 
friend  Belford's  letter.  Thou  (hall 
have  fair  play,  my  charmer.  I  will  re- 
pet'ufe  what  thy  advocate  has  to  fay  fof 
thee.  Weak  arguments  will  do,  in  thtf 
frame  I  am  in  i 

But,  what,  what^s  the  matter  (-^ 
What  a  douhU'^But  the  uproar  abates  1 
•^-What  a  double  con^rd  am  I  ?-JBOr 
is  it  that  I  am  takeir  in  a  cowardlf  mi«> 
putc  ?  For  heroes  have  their  fjt^  of 
Jiarf  cowards  their  lMr0ve  moments ; 
4H  fl|4 


^o8 

•nd  virtiiotn  wofttcn,.  ali  b«t  my  <Cla» 
rifla,  their  momtnt  trhicMl, 

But  thul  cooliy  enjoying  thj  reflec- 
tions in  a  httrricaneU-^gain  the  con* 
fttfijOH  is  reocvtd  t  * 

What!— Where!— How  came  it! 

Is  my  bcioTcd  fafe— 

O  wake  not  too  roughly  itiy  b<f« 
Wdl  ' 


LETTER    LIX. 

MA.    LOV£I»ACl,    TO   )OHN   VEt-' 
FOIID,  Bsq^ 

tllVaiDAV  MOEtf  1N0,  FITS  O'CLOCCy 

NO  W  is  my  reformatioii  fecured^ 
for  I  nerer  Aiall  love  any  other 
woman !  O  ihe  is  all  variety!  She  muft 
Ite^erernewtome!  Imu^mtfifti  canhot 
iotmi'j  mack  left  can  the  pencil  painty 
■or  can  the  ibttl  of  paintinc',  Poitiy\ 
defcdhe  an  angei  fo  cicquifiteiy,  ^  eie* 
gantly  lovely  l—^ut  I  will  not  by  an- 
ticipation pacify  thy  impatience.  Al* 
though  the  fubjeft  is  t^o  hallowed  for 

£rofane  contemplation,  yet  (halt  thorn 
atef  the  whole  before  thae  as  it  pa£ed : 
Snd  this  not  from  a  fpiritwantojiiiigia 
efcriprioA  upon  fo  rich  a  fobjeft;  bat 
widi  a  defign  to  pnt  a  bound  to  thy 
roving  thoughts.  It  will  he  iniquity 
greater  tbati  a.L9*v€laci  t^yer  fmias  guilty 
eft  to  carry  .them  farther  than  I  ifaall 
tidcttowl'edge« 

TJbus  then  connefting  tny  laft  with 
the  prefent*  I  lead  to  it. 

D'nASt  thou  not,  by  the  conclufion  of 
my  former,  perceive  the  cotifteanation 
I  was  tA»  juft  as  I  was  about  to^e-pe- 
rufe  thy  letter,  in  order  to  prevail  upon 
myfelf  to  recede  from  mypurpofeof 
awaking  in  terrors  my  dumber ng 
charmer  ?  And  t»hat  doft  think  was  the 
liiafttr  ? 

I'll  tell  thee— 

At  a  little  aftei:  two,  when  the  whole 
liouie  was  Hill,  or  fecmed  to  be  fo,  and, 
as'it  proved,  my  Claiiflfa  in  bed,  and 
faft^fleep;  I  alio  in  amanncr  undreflled 
(as  iqdced  I  was  for  anJiour  befbre) 
andW  my  gown  and  flippers,  though^ 
to  oblige  thee,  writing  on)*^I  was 
biarmed  by  a  trampling  noife  over  head, 
iind;a.confured  buz  of  mixed  voices*, 
ibme  louder  than  othecs,  like  fcolding, 
and  little  ihort  of  fcreaming.  While 
Jn  was  w^ndpdi^  <ftei  co#ld  be  ^hc 
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matter,  down  ftairt  ran  iXireit,  infl 
at  my  door,  in  an  .accent  rather  fingliiu 
ediy  and  hoarfely  inward,  than  flirilly 
ciamonous,  Aie cried  out,  *  Fire!  Hrer 
And  this  the  more  alannned  me.  as  flit 
feemed  to  endeavour  to  cry  out  lofider> 
but  could  not. 

My  pen  (it^slaftfcrawlabenedifito^ 
on  my  beloved)  dropt  firom  my  fingers; 
and  up  itarted  I;  and  making  bistraree 
ileps  to  the  door,  opening  it,  I  cried 
oat,  'Where!  where!' almoft  as  much 
terrified  as  the  wench:  while  (he,  maib 
than  half-undrefffi»d,  her  petticoats  lik 
her  hand,  unable  to  ipe»  difbn^y, 
pointed  up  ftatrs. 

I  was  there  in  a  moment,  and  found 
•11  owffig  to  th^  careleflhef^  of  Mrs» 
Sinclair's  coOk-fbaid,  wiio  having*  fsft 
up  to  read.Che  fimpk  Hiflory  ofDoft^ 
}md  Fuumu  whevi  (he  fliouSd  have  bedk 
in  1»ed,  had  fet  fire  to  an  old  pair  of 
talUco  wIndoW-curtains. 

She  had  had  the  prefence  of  miiMly 
in  her  fright,  to  tear  down  the  half-, 
(mrat  vaient,  as  well  as  curtains,  and 
liad  got  them,  theii^h  blading,  intotlft 
chimiMV,.by  tfie  timtf  t  came  «p;  lb 
.  that  I  had  the  fatisfa£Uon  to  find  tfcl^ 
danger  happily  over. 

Mean  time  Dorcas,  after  flie^had  di- 
refled  /ne  up^lhurs,  nsit  knov^ng  the 
word  was  over,  and  expe^ng  every 
minute  thelioufe  would  be  ia  a  btaie, 
oiit  of  tender  regard  lb#  her  lady,  [/ 
•  Jh  all  for  ever  io<ve  the  <wencb  ftf  it\ 
ran  to  her  door,  and  rappmg  loddly  ^t 
ife»  in  arecovered  Voice,' cried  out,  widi 
a  ihrilinefs  equlil  to  her  love,  «  Firei 
*  firef-^Tbe  b&ufe  is  on  firtf-^Xtfip 
•*  Madam  t^TBis  iftjfa»t  Ufr^if  you 
«  ^wouid  not  be  burnt  in  your  bed  V 

No  fooner  had  (be  hiaJe  this  dread- 
ful outtry,  "but I  heard  her  lady's  door, 
with  hafty  violence,  unbar,  tfnbolt,  w- 
!ock>  and  open,  and  my  chaAner*k 
voice  founding  Kke  that  of  one  goin^ 
ihtoaHt. 

ThoHi  mayeft  believe  that  I  was  great- 
ly aflfe^ed.  I  trembled  with  concern 
for  her,  and  haftened  down  fafter  tfaStllk 
the  alahn  of  fire  had  made  me  run  up. 
in  order  to  fatisfy  her,  thatrfil  tbtdanC 
gcr  was  over. 

When  I  hzA  flawn  dq=wn  to  hit 
chamber- dOor,  there  I  beheld  the  moft 
charming  dJeattrfe  in  the  world,  fop- 
porting  herfelf  on  the  arm  of  the  g^d^ 
.  ing  Dorcas^  fightng,  tj^ihbling,  atfjl 
.  Ttady  to  faint,  witb  ncitMhg  on  but  A 

uoder- 


CLAHtSSA    H^AI^LOttre. 


$6^ 


Iprnfenr-pettieoat)  1l«r  lovely  iMfom  half- 
open,  and  hor  feet  juft  dipt  into  hv 
flioes.  As  foon  as  4he  faw  in«,  fhh 
panted,  and  flniggled  to  (peak)  but 
caoldonly  Ary,  <  Oh,  Mr.  Lovelace!* 
dnd  down  wm  itady  to  fink. 

I  clafped  her  in  my  arms  with  an  ar- 
dour fkt  never  felt  before:  '  My  deareft 
*»  Mfc!  fear  nothing:  I  have  been  up—* 
*•  The  d^Dger  is  over— The  fire  is  got 
«  under — And  how,  foolifh  devil !'  fto 
Dorcas]  •  cottld  yon  thus,  by  your  hi- 
**  deoQs  yell,  alarm  and  frighten  my 
•.  angel  P 

O  Jack!  how  her  fweet  bofom,  as  1 
dafped  her  to  mine,  heaved  and  panted  f 
]  could  even  diftinguifli  her  dear  heart 
ft  utter,  flutter,  flutter  agatnft  mine;  and 
for  a  few'  minutes,  I  feared  (he  would 
go  into  iits. 

Left  the  half-lifeleis  charmer  iTiould 
catch  cold  in  this  undrefs,  I  lifted  her 
to  her  bed,  and  fat  down  by  her  upon 
the' fide  of  it,  endeavouring  with  the 
titmoft  tendernefs,  as  well  of  action  aa 
«xpreffion,  to  diflipate  her  terrors. 
'  ButwhatdidIgetbythi8mygenere>U9 
oareof  her,  and  by  my  fucceftful  endea- 
vour fo  bring  her  to  herfelf?— Nothing 
(ungrateful  as  Ihe  was!)  but  the  nioli 
pa£Bionate  exclamations :  for  we  had  both 
Already  forgotteh  the  occafioii,  dread- 
ful as  it  was,  which  had  thrown  her 
into  my  arms:  I,  from  the  )oy  of  in- 
circling  the  almofbdifirobed  body  of  the 
lovelieft  cfS  her  fex ;  (he,  from  the  grearcr 
terrors  that  arofe  from  finding  herfelf 
in  my  arms,  and  both  feated  on  the  bed, 
from  which  fhe  had  been  fo  lately 
frighted. 

And  now,  Belford,  reflect  upon  \hi 
diftance  at  which  tte  watchful  charmer 
had  hitherto  kept  me:  reflefl:  upon  my 
love,  and  upon  nly  Ibfferings  for  her: 
fefleft  upon  her  vigilance,  and  how  lon^ 
Lhad  laiii  in  wait  to  elude  it;  the  awe 
I  had  ftood  in>  becaufeof  her  fro^cen 
i4rtue  and  ovcr-niccnefs;  and'tha^'I' 
never  before  was  fo  happy  withfiferj 
and  tlum  think  how  ungovernable  mtift 
be  my  tranfports  in  thofe  happy  mo- 
iB«Dts!-*-And  yet>  in  my  own  account, 
I  was  botlv  decent  and  generous. 

But,  far  from  being  affe^^ed, '33  I 
wkhed,  by  an  addrefs  fo  fervent,  (al- 
^ugh  from  a  man  for  whom  (He  had  fd 
latelyowved  a  regard,  and  Vith  whoin^ 
l>tft  an  hour  or  twtf  before,  fh<^  had 
fMtA  with  ia  m'uci^  fitiela^on)  I  ne- 


ver ftw'a  bitterer  or  mofe  niovinggfi^, 
when  flie  came  fully  to  herfelf. 

She  appealed  to  Heaven  againf^  my 
treachery f  as  fhe  called  it;  while  I,  b^ 
the  moft  folemn  vows,  plqadeJ  my  own 
equal  fright,  and  the  reality  of  the  dan* 
ger  that  had  alarmed  us  both. 

She  conjured  me,  in  the  moft  folemil 
and  affefling  manner,  by  turns  threat^ 
eningandfoothing,  to  quit  her  apart- 
ment, and  permit  her  to  hide  herfelf 
from  the  light,  and  from  every  himiail 
eye. 

I  befought  her  pardon,  yet  could  nof 
avoid  oiFending;  and  repeatedly  vowed, 
that  the  next  morning*s  fun  fhould  wit* 
fiefs  our  efpoufaU:  but,  taking,  I  fiip« 
pofe,  ail  my  proteftations  ofthhkinc| 
as  an  indication  that  i  intended  to  pro* 
ceed  to  the  Ta ft  extremity,  flie  wout^ 
bear  nothing  that  I  faid;  but  redoub- 
ling her  flrugglcs  to  get  from  me,  iii 
broken  accents,  ami  exclamations  thi 
inoft  vehement,  fhe  protefted,  that  fhfl 
would  liot  furvivc  what  fhe  called  a 
treatment  fo  difgraceful  and  vilioinouss 
and,  looking  aU  wildly  round  her,  as 
if  for  fome  mftrument  of  mifchief,  fh^ 
efpied  a  pair  of  (harp- pointed  fciflar^ 
on  a  chair  by  the  bed-fide,  and  endea- 
voured to  catch  them  up,  with  ade(igA 
to  make  her  words  gooa  'on  the  fpot., 

Seeing  htfr  dcfperation,  I  begged  hei*. 
to  be  pacified;  that  fhe  virould  hear 
me  fpeak  butone  word;  dectaringthat 
I  intended  no  di(honoi:(r  to  her:  and 
having  felted  the  fciffiiirs,  I  threw  them 
into  $he  chimney;  and  fhe  dill  infifting 
vehemently  upon  my  diftance,  I  per- 
mitted her  to  take  the  chair. 

But,  0  the  fweet  difcompofiire  J— - 
Her  bared  fh6ulders»  and  arms  fo  ii)i« 
mitably  fair  and  lovely :  her  fpread 
h:knds  cfoffcd  over  her  cnarming  neck; 
yet  not  half  concealing  it's  glofly  beau- 
ties: the  fcanty  co^t,  as  fhe  roffe  frofH 
me,  giving  the  whole  of  her  admirable 
fharpe,  and  finc-turn'd  limbs:  her  eyes 
running  over,  yet  fceming  to  th^reaten. 
future  vengclance:  and  at  laft  Her  lipi 
uhering  what  every  indignant  looff 
and  glowing  feature  portended;  ex- 
cfaiming  as  if  I  had  done  the.  worfl  I' 
coi^d  do,  and  vo!ving  never  to  forgive 
me;  wilt  thou  wonder  if  I  refumedthc 
jncenfed,  the  already  too- much-pro- 
voked  fair-one  ? 

I  diiJ;  and  clafpcd  her  o^ce  more  to  •. 
my  bofojD;  but.  confiderij^  the  dela- 
#fta  cacy 
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c«cy  of  her  fnme»  lier  force  was  amaz- 
ing* >i^^  flicwed  how  much  in  earneft 
ihe  was  in  her  rcfentment;  for  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  difiicuhy  that  Lwas 
able  to  hold  her:  nor  could. I  prevent 
ber  flidine.  through  my  arms,  to  fall 
upon  ber  knees:  which  (he  did  at  my 
feet:  and  there,  in  the  anguiih  of  her 
foul,  her  ftrcamingeyes  lifted  up  to  my 
face  with  fupplicating  foftnefs,  hands 
folded,  di (bevelled  haii^  for  her  night 
beaddrefs  havingfallen  ofFin  her  ftrug- 
pling,  her  charming  trefles  fell  down 
sn  naturally  ftiining  ringlets,  as  if  of- 
^ious  to  conceal  the  dazzling  beauties 
of  her  neckand  ihoulders}  her  lovely  bo- 
fom  too  heaving  with  fighs,  and  broken 
fobs,  as  if  to  aid  her  quivering  lipf, 
in  pleading  for  her—In  this  manner, 
but  when  her  grief  gave  way  to  her 
.fpeech,  in  words  pronounced  with  that 
cmf^atical'  propriety,  which  diftin- 
{oiflies  this  admirable  creature  in  her 
elocution  from  all  the  women  I  ever 
heard  fpeak;  did  (he  implore  my  com- 
pa(rion,  and  yiy  honour. 

*  Confider  me,  dear  Lovelace,'  [dear 
was  her  charming  word !  ]  *  on  my  knees 

<  I  beg  you  to  coniider  me,  as  a  poor 
^  creature  who  has  no  proteflor  but 
^  you;  who  has  no  defence  but  your 

*  honour:  by  that  honour!  By  your 

<  humanity!  By  all  you  have  vowed  I  1 

*  conjure  you  not  to  make  me  abhor 

*  royielf ! — Not  to  make  me  vile  in  my 
f  own  eyes !' 

J  mentioned  to-morrow  as  the  hap- 
pieft  dav  of  my  life. 

*  Tell  me  not  of  to-morrow.  If  in, 
'  deed  you  mean  me^ honourably,  nofw^ 

*  this  very  inftant  NOW  I  you  muft 

*  (hew  it,  and  be  gone!  You  canoever 
^  in  a  whole  long  life  repair  the  evils 

*  you  may  NOW  make  me  fuffer. 

« Wicked  wretch  !^Infolent  villain!' 
«->Ycs,  (he  called  me  infojent  villain, 
although  fo  much  in  my  power!  And 
for  what  ?«»only  for  kitune  (itfiih  faf* 
fion  ittdefd)  her  inimitable  neck,  her 
,  iips,  her  cheeks,  her  forehead,  and  her 
Areaming  eyes,  as  this  a^embhige  of 
beauties  offered  itfelf  at  once  to  my 
ravi(hed  fight;  (he  continuing  kneeling 
at  my  feet  as  I  fat. 

If  I  0^  a  villain,  Madami— *  And 
then  my  grafping,  but  trembling  hand 
*^rhope  I  did  not  hurt  the  tendered  and 
)ovelieit  of  all  her  beauties-^'  li  lam 

*  a  villain,  Madam—-' 

6ttc  tore  my  ryffle,  ihnink  from  my 


happy  hand,  with  aniazing  force  itnd 
agility,  as  with  my  other  arm  I  woiM 
have  incircled  her  waift. 

*  Indeed  you  arej— Thevrorft  of  vil- 

*  lainsl—- Help!  dear  biefled  people T 
and  fcreamed— '  No  help  for  a  poor 

*  creature!' 

*  Am  I  then  a  villain.  Madam  ?— 

*  Am  I  then  a  villain,  fay  yon  ?'•— and 
clafped  both  my  arms  about  her,  offer* 
ing  to  raife  her  to  my  bounding  heart. 

*  O  no !— And  vet  you  are !'— And 
again  I  was  her  dear  Lovelace  1— Her 
hands  again  clafped  over  her  charming' 
bofom :  «  Kill  me  r  Kill  me !— If  I  am 

*  odious  enough  in  your  eyes,  to  defervo 

*  this  treatment;  and  I  will  thank  you! 
'  -*Too  long,  much  too  long,  has  my 

*  life  been  a  burden  to  me !— Or,'  wild- 
ly looking  all  round  her,  *  give  me 

<  but  the  means,  and  I  will  inftantly 

<  convince  you,  that  my  honour  is 

*  dearer  to  me  than  mv  life  !* 
Then,  with  ftiil  folded  hands,  and 

fre(h  ftreaming  eyes,  I  was  her  bUjfed 
Lovelace;  and  (be  would  thank  me  with 
her  latcft  breath,  if  I  would  permit  her 
to  make  that  preference,  or  free  her 
from  further  indignities. 

I  fat  fufpended  for  a  moment:  *  By 

*  mv  foul,'  thought  I,  <  thou  art,  upon 

*  full  proof,  an  angel  and  no  woman !' 
Still,  however,  clofeclafping  her  to  my 
bofom,  as  I  had  raifed  her  from  hen 
knees,  (he  again  Aid  through  my  arras, 
and  dropt  upon  them:—-*    gec^  Mr. 

*  Lovelace  !-f<^ood  God!  that  I  (kould 

*  live  to  fee  this  hour,  and  to  bear  this 

*  treatment  l-^See  at  your  feet  a  poor 

*  creature,  imploring  your  pity,  who, 

*  for  your  fake,  is  abandoned  of  all  the 

*  world !  Let  not  my  father's  corfe  thut 

<  dreadfully  operate!  Benotj^Mtbein- 

*  fli£ler>  who  have  been  tbcraiy^of  it: 

*  but  fpare  me,  I  befeech  you  fparemel 

*  «— For  how  have  I  defervcd  this  treat- 

*  ment  front  you  i'^Foryour  vumfake^ 

<  xf  not  ior  mv  fake f  and  as  you  would 

*  that  God  Almighty,  i n  your  laft  hour* 

<  (hould  have  mercy  upon  jms,  fparo 

<  me!' 
What  htart  but  muft  have  been  p&< 

netrated  ? 

I  would  again  have  raifed  the  dear 
fuppliant  from  her  knees;  but  (be 
would  not  be  raifed,  till  my  foftened 
mind,  (he  faid,  had  yielded  to  he^ 
prayer,  and  bid  her  tifeto  be  inaoceot. 

*  Ri(e  thcpi  my  aagell   Rife,  aa<f 

<  be  what  70U  Wi  aod  ail  jroo  wifli 
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*  to  be!  Onty  pronounce  me  pardoned 

*  for  what  haspafled,  and  tell  mc  you 

*  will  continue, to  look  upon  me  with 

*  that  eye  of  favour  and  ferenity  which 

*  I  have  bcenblcfled  with  for  fome  days 

<  pad,  and  I  will  fubmit  to  my  beloved 

*  conquerefs,  whofe  power  never  was 
.  <  at  fo  great  an  height  with  me,  as  now, 

*  and  retire  to  my  apartment.' 

*  God  Almighty/  faid  flie,  *  hear 

*  y6ur  prayers  in  your  mod  ard^ioua 
^  moments,  as  you  have  heard  minc^l 

*  And  now  leave  me,   this   moment 

*  leaveme,  to  myownrecoUeAiun:  in 

*  that  70U    will  leave  me  to  mifery 

<  enough,  andmorc  than  you  ought  to 

<  wiih  to  your  bittereft  enemy/ 

*  Impute  not  every -thing,  my  bcft 

*  beloved,  to  defign,  for  defign  it  was 

*  not.' 

*  O,  Mr.  Lovelace  r 

*  Upon  my  foul,  Madam,  the  fire 

*  was  real/ — [And  fo  it  *was,  Ja£k!'\ 
^  «^The  houfe,  my  deareft  life,  might 

<  havc_becn  eonfumed  by  it,  as  you 

*  will  be  convinced  in  the  morning  b/ 
*■  ocular  demond^ation/ 

*  O,  Mr.  Lovelace  V 

*  Let  my  paflion  for  you.  Madam, 

*  and  the.unexpe£^ed  meeting  of  you 

*  at  your  chamber-door,  in  an  attitude 

*  fo  charming—* 

*  Leave  me,  leave  me,  this  moment! 

<  I  befeech  you  leave  me/  looking 
wildly  and  in  confuiioxi  about  her,  and 
«pon  herfelf. 

'  '  Excufe  me,  deareft  creature,  for 

*  thofe  liberties,  which,  innocent  as 

*  they  were,  your  too. great  delicacy 

*  may  make  you  take  amifs.' 

«  No  more!—* No  more! — Leave  me, 

*  I  befeech  you!*  Again  looking  upon 
herfelf,  and  round  her,  in  a  fweet  con- 
fufion—- <  Begone!  Begone!' 

Then  weeping,  (he  ilruggled  vehe- 
mently to  withdraw  her  hands,  which 
all  the  while  I  hfld  between  mine.— 
Her  (buggies!— O  virhat  additional 
charms,  as  I  now  refie6l,  did  her 
frruggles  give  to  every  feature,  every 
limb,  of/  a  per(bn  fo  fweetly  elegant 
and  lovely  1 

*  ImpcJIible,   my  deareft  life,   till 

*  you  pronounce  my  pardon!- Say 
^  hut  you  forgive  me !— Say  but  you 

*  fomve  mer 

*  I  befeech  you,  be  gone!    Leave 

*  roe  to  myielf,  that  I  may  think  what 
f  Jamdpj  andwbatlfi^^/todo,' 


*  That,  my  deareft  creature,  is  iwC. 

*  enough.    You  muft  teli  me,  that  C    ' 

*  am  furgiven;  that  you  wull  fee  ii». 

*  to-moirow,  >as  if  (nothing  had  hap- 

*  pened/ 

And  then  I  claQ>ed  her  again  in  mf. 
arms^  hoping  ihe  would  not  forgive. 
me— 

*  I  win — I  do  forgive  you.— -Wretck 

*  that  you  arc!* 

*  Nay,  my  ClarifTa!  And  is  it  fuck 
<  a  reluctant  pardon,  mingled  -with  & 
'  word  fo  upbraiding,   that  J  am  til 

*  be  put  off  with,  wJien  you  are  tbuiT 
[Clafping  her  clufe  to  me]  *>  in  a^ 

*  power?' 

*  I  do,  Ido  forgive  you  !* 

*  Heartily?' 

<  Yes,  heartily  1' 
'Andfreclyf* 

«  Freely  i; 

<  And  will  you  Jonk  upon  mtim-^ 

*  inorrow  as  if  nothing  had  paiTed  V    « 

*  Yes,  yes  I' 

<  I  cannot  take  thefepeevi(h  affirma* 

*  tives,  fo  much  like  intentional  nega- 

*  tivesi-*Say  you  will,  upotn  youi'ho*- 

*  nour.* 

*  Upon  my  honour,  then— O  pow^ 

*  begone!  be ^onc !— And  never, dc-* 
«  ver— " 

«  What,  never,  my  angel !— Is  thta 

*  forgivcncfs  ?' 

*  Never,'  faid  (he,  *  let  what  baa 

*  paflfed  be  remcmbcredmore!* 

I  infifted  upon  one  kifs  to  (eal  txaf 
pardon— And  retired  J  ike  a  fool,  a«u>« 
man's  fool,  as  I  was !— I  fneakinglr 
retired  l—Couldil  thou  have  believe! 

it? 

But  I  had  no  fooner  entered  my  owa 
apartment,  than,  reile^ling  upbn  the 
opportunity  Iliad  loft,  and  that  all  E 
had  gained  was  but  an  enaeafe  of  my 
own  difficulties;  and  upon  the  ridicule 
I  ihould  meet  with  below  upon  a  weak- 
nefs  fo  much  bnt  of  my  uibal  cfaarae- 
terj  I  repented,  and  haftened  back,  in 
ho}>e,  that  through  the  diftrefs  of  mind 
which  I  left  her  m,  flie  had  not  fo  fooa 
faftenctf  the  door^  and  I  was  fully  re* 
folved  to  execute  all  my  purpofes,  be 
the  confequence  what  it  would;  *  For,* 
thought  I,  <  I  have  already  (inned  be- 

*  yond  cordial  forgivenefs,  I  doubt  | 

*  and  if  (its  and  defperation  cnfue,  I 

*  can  but  xnarry  at  laft,  and  then  I 

*  ihall  make  her  amends.* 

Sut  X  was  jufly  puoiihdlj  for  het 
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^oor  was  fkft:  dnd  hearing  her  figh  and 
Ibb,  as  if  her  heart  would  burft,  *  My 

*  bctevcd  creature,'   feid    I,   raWinj 
gently,  [Her  fobbings  then   ccahngj 

*  I  want  but  to  fay  three  words  to  you , 
^  which  rouft  be  the  moft  acceptable 

*  you  ever  heard  from  me.     Let  me  fee 

*  you  but  for  one  moment.* 

I  thought  I  heard  her  coming  to 
CN)en  the  dpor,  and  my  heart  le.^pt  in^ 
that  hope;  but  it  was  only  to  draw 
another  bolt,  to  make  if  ftill  the  faCber; 
and/lbe  either  could  not  or  would  not 
anfwer  me,  but  retired  to  the  further 
dod  of  hu*  apartment,,  to  her  clofet 
tNTobablyt  and  more  like  a.  £ool  than 
Ibefore,  again  I  fneaked  away. 

Thit  was  my  mine,  my  plot!  And 
this  was  all  I  made  of  it! 

I  love  her  more  than  ever  f— And 
y/rtW  I  may!— Never  f^w  I  polilhed 
ivbry  fo  beautiful  as  her  arms  and 
ftoulders;  never  touched  I  Yelvet  To 
foft  355  her  flcin:  her  virgin  bofbm— -O 
Bel  ford!  (he  is  all  pertcftionl  Then 
litch  an  elv-^rin^el— In  her  ftruggling 
loiing  her  ihoe,  (but  juft  ilipton,  as  I 
told  thee)  her  pretty  foot  equally  white 
and  delicate  as  the  hand  of  any  other 
woman,  or  even  as  her  own  hand ! 

Butfeedthou  not  that  I  have  a  claim 
©f  merit  for  a  grace  that  cvcry-body 
hitherto  had  denied  me?  And  that  is, 
Ibr  a  capacity  of  being  moved  by  pray- 
ers and  tears— Where,  where,  on  this 
occafion,  ^as  the  cali*s,  where  the 
Ifint,  by  which  my  heart  was  fatd  to 
^  Turrounded  } 

This,  indeed,  is  the  flrft  inftance, 

in  the  like  cafe»  that  ever  I  was  wrought 

"upon.    But  why?    Becaufe,  I  ne^er 

keJorteucmUertda  rejifanct  fi  much 


in  eartufit  a  reflftaRM,  id  Bitrt,  IB  fr- 

re(t(Hb)e. 

Wh«t  a  trimnph  hat  hef  fvx  obtauicd 
in  my  thoughts  by  this  trial,  and  this 
refiAanee? 

But  if  iie  can  notv  Ibf^ve  me-^ 
C<«r/— >She  rnufi.  Has  (he  not  upon 
her  honour  already  done  it  ?— Bat  bow 
will  the  dear  creature  keep  thar  part  of 
her  prhmife,  which  engages  her  to  fee 
me  in  the  morning,  as  tf  Dothing  katf 
happened  ? 

-She  would  give  the  woild,  I  fancy, 
to  have  the  iirft  interview  over  !^She 
had  not  beft  reproach  me — Yet  mt  to 
reproach  me  J— What  a  charming  pui- 
zle  I— Let  her  break  her  word  with  roe 
at  her  peril.  Fly  me  (he  cannot— No 
appcah  lie  from  my  tribunal— Wbaf 
friend  has  (he  in  the  world,  if  n^ 
coinpaflton  exert  not  it(elf  in  her  fa- 
vour ?— And  then  the  wdtthy  Captaia 
TomlMi(bn,  and  her  uncle  Hailowe, 
will  be  able  to  make  all  op  for  me,  be 
my  next  offence  what  it  will. 

As  to  thy  apprehenfions  of  her  com- 
mittingany  raflinefs  upon  herlelf,  what- 
ever (he  might  have  done  in  her  paflion 
if  (he  could  have  fe»ed  upon  htr  fcif- 
lars,  or  found  any  other  weapon,  I  dare 
/hy,  there  is  no  rear  of  that  from  her 
deliberate  mind.  A  nnin  baa  troiabltf 
enough  with  tliefe  truly  pioba,  and 
truly  virtuous  girls;  [Ntnu  I  ieGe%f^ 
there  are  fuch]  he  had  need  to  have 
fome  hcmdt  from,  fome  ftcttrity  ap, 
the  rcAittide  of  their  raind». 

Ih  (hort,  I  fear  nothing  in  this  ladjr 
hut  grief:  yet  that's  a  (low  woric^,  ^ 
vou  know;  and  gives  time  to  pop  \m  a 
Httle  joy  between  it^s  foUea  fitK 
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